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    Rebirth of the Great Architect

    Author: King Birafov

  Introduction: Reborn in the 1980s, becoming the world's best architect. Dubai Sheikh: Can you help us design the world's tallest building? French President: I would like to invite you to leave a new landmark building in Paris. Lin Lou: Sorry, I'm busy designing the main stadium for the 2008 Olympics, no time!
Chapter 1: Frustrated Genius Designer

Lin Lou got out of the car and looked up at the Jinmao Tower in front of him. The designer Adrian skillfully combined the world's latest architectural concepts with traditional Chinese architectural styles with innovative design thinking, successfully creating a world-class classic masterpiece and a landmark of Shanghai architecture. Now it has become the iconic building of the city, and there are many tourists taking photos in front of the building.

"You always spend a long time watching whenever you come here," said Tang Ping, the general manager of the design institute, patting his shoulder. "In fact, with your abilities, you are definitely not inferior to Adrian. What you lack is just an opportunity. In recent years, the atmosphere in our domestic construction industry has improved slightly, with less of a tendency to idolize foreign things. A genius like you will definitely not be without opportunities."

"Yes, as long as we win this bid, it will be your time to shine globally. Based on the feedback from the previous reports, Academician Zheng is still very interested in your proposal!" Assistant Ding Lu also cheered him on.

"I actually don't care much about the economic benefits of this project. I'm just upset about why so many projects prefer to hire foreign designers! If you say their abilities are better than mine, then I have nothing to say. But in several previous bids, my design was clearly better, yet in the end... As for Academician Zheng, he alone should not determine the outcome of this project," Lin Lou sighed.

He is in his thirties this year and graduated from Tianjin University, one of the top eight architecture schools in China. During his time at the university, he performed excellently and won several awards in youth design. After graduating, he joined one of the top five design institutes in the country and successfully participated in and led multiple projects. Now, he is at the best age for an architect, full of energy and experienced.

Architects like him naturally look down on doing residential projects all the time, and want to design a landmark building like Adrian, and even challenge the highest award in the architectural world, the Pritzker Prize, like Wang Shu.

Unfortunately, due to prevailing trends, many major public buildings in China have tended to be designed by foreign architects. The Bird's Nest was entrusted to Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron, while the design of the Daxing International Airport was entrusted to "the female demon" Zaha Hadid and ADPI. For young architects like him, it's not easy to have the opportunity to design such large-scale projects.

Fortunately, after years of hard work, the opportunity has finally arrived. The city is planning to build a new grand theater, and as soon as Lin Lou heard the news, he began preparing to participate in the bidding. Buildings such as museums, theaters, and art galleries have always been the most suitable for architects to showcase their skills. John Woo, for example, won the Pritzker Prize with the design of the XN Opera House, while Paul Andrew's design of the China Grand Theater also left a deep impression on people.

After several rounds of screening, today is the final bidding. If successful, and if the plan can be perfectly implemented, Lin's career will see a major turning point.

"It's getting late, let's go inside!" Lin followed Tang into the office building and took the elevator to the conference room of the five-star hotel. After waiting in the lounge for a while, representatives from the other two design agencies arrived. Both of them were foreign designers. With the construction boom in Europe and the United States long gone, China has become the best choice for making a mark in the industry.

Of course, Zaha Hadid's experience of making a fortune in China has made them envious, and they also want to earn high design fees in the range of tens of millions of dollars from China.

The three sides greeted each other politely and then retreated to their respective corners to rest and prepare for the upcoming challenge.

At two-thirty, the final bidding officially began. They would take turns to make their final presentations. Lin, who ranked second, felt a pang of anxiety when the first group came out of the room with unrestrained smiles. However, as he entered the meeting room, he quickly adjusted his mood, opened the PowerPoint, and began explaining his plan.

The bid for architectural design revolves around conceptual ideas, functionality, and cost. The cost standards have already been provided by the first party, and the functionality aspect has been previously reported and received recognition from the panel of experts. Therefore, this presentation will mainly focus on the conceptual ideas. "... The exterior will be characterized by transparent horizontal wall surfaces, rhythmic vertical lines, and a roof with a sense of musicality and curved surfaces, using water, glass, and light to highlight urban ideals through transparent and flowing lines, simple and powerful forms, a combination of multifunctional forms, and technical spaces, integrating the details and proportions of Chinese culture with a spirit of construction into a modern aesthetic."

He explained while observing the expressions of the representatives of Party A. He saw that half of the city's main leaders had arrived. The other judges either had the title of academician or were authorities in a certain field, and they would be responsible for the professional evaluation.

The judges showed no expression on their faces, but the glint of light occasionally flickering in their eyes was captured by Linlou. An excellent designer must have keen insight, which applies to both the natural environment and people.

Designers who lack insight into the natural environment cannot produce good projects, and designers who cannot understand the needs of the client have no chance to even operate the project.

In a sense, architects and film directors have a lot in common. They both use other people's money to realize their artistic ideals, and convincing others to part with their money is never an easy task.

After a brief explanation, the judges continuously raised various pointed questions. Fortunately, Lin was well-prepared to respond to each one. When the time was up, they asked Lin to leave, saying, "Thank you for participating in this bidding process. We will announce the bidding results on time."

Once back at the company, the project team anxiously waited and used various means to gather information. On the day of the bid opening, Lin went to work and continuously refreshed the bidding website. As the bid opening time approached, Tang Ping, Ding Lu, and others also gathered around him, holding their breath and staring fixedly at the monitor.

However, the published results disappointed them. The winning bid was not theirs, but from a construction design company from France. At the same time, Lin's phone rang, it was Academician Zheng calling.

"Xiao Lin, I'm really sorry this time. Although I really appreciate your proposal, the other judges feel that the international concept in the foreign-made products is stronger..." Lin Lou smiled bitterly. How many times has he lost for this reason? When will this trend of fawning over foreign things finally pass?

After thanking Academician Zheng and hanging up the phone, Tang Ping patted his shoulder, comforted him, and allowed him to take a break and go rest. Lin Lou left feeling dejected.

When driving on the road, Linlou was still thinking about the bidding process. In a daze, he ran a red light, and then a large truck came crashing towards him. Linlou's vision went black, and he lost consciousness.

A new book begins, hope everyone likes it.
Chapter 2: Rebirth Gift Package

I don't know how long it has been, Lin Lou finally woke up from the darkness. When he opened his eyes, he saw a plain-looking young man in his twenties grabbing his shoulders and shaking him vigorously. "Xiao Lou, why are you still sleeping? Your admission letter has finally arrived. You have been admitted to the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University! The two of us brothers can study at the same school again!"

What's going on? I graduated from Tianjin University, right? When did I start attending Tsinghua University again? Countless pieces of information flooded into Lin's mind, and then he realized his situation. It was not the year 2020, but 1980. He had been reborn as a high school student who had just finished taking the college entrance examination.

The young man in front of him is his older brother, Lin Qiao. Lin Qiao is three years older than him and was admitted to the Computer Science department of Tsinghua University in the first year after the resumption of the college entrance examination. Moreover, he also obtained the opportunity to study abroad at Stanford University in the United States. After this summer vacation, he will be able to experience the decadent life of capitalism across the ocean.

"Isn't it? I went to Tsinghua, and you went to the United States." Lin Lou joked as he crawled out of bed. Luckily, he had been napping just now and was still wearing his boxers and a short-sleeved shirt, so he didn't feel embarrassed.

"I have to stay at school for a month before leaving, which should be enough time to arrange everything for you!" Lin Qiao said, before realizing, "Hey, how come you're so calm? I was grinning ear to ear when I got my acceptance letter!"

Hey, I've been through rebirth. A mere university acceptance letter wouldn't make Linlou too excited. He smiled and said, "Hey! Don't you see who I am? If I don't get accepted, won't it be embarrassing for you?"

"Haha! That's right!" Lin Qiao was quite pleased with the little flattery. "Let's go, let's hurry to the office to find our parents. They're probably anxious!"

Upon receiving the university admission letter, it was natural for Linlou to inform his parents as soon as possible. So, Linlou quickly washed his face and went out with Linqiao.

When Linlou went out, he habitually observed their own house. The small two-bedroom and one-living room apartment, about 50 square meters, may seem very cramped in the eyes of future generations, but in 1980, it was not common for a family of four to live in a new apartment like this.

It is important to note that the current national average per capita residential area is only 3.6 square meters, while the design standard for residential buildings has always been based on a per capita standard of 4 square meters. The common cylindrical apartment buildings in cities have a long corridor connecting several single rooms of about a dozen square meters each, with shared kitchens and bathrooms at either end of the long corridor, which is ventilated, resembling a cylinder, hence the name "cylinder apartment buildings".

Many less affluent families, even with four or five members, are squeezed into such houses, not to mention any quality of life. As for those living in large residential complexes, they are even more confined.

The Linlou family's house, although small, has a complete kitchen and bathroom, and the fifty square meters is all usable area, without any shared space. Comparatively, it even has more actual living space than some later high-rise units that are advertised as seventy square meters. In this era, it is definitely a high standard of living enjoyment.

It all boils down to the fact that the parents of this body have good positions. Father Lin Shengbin is the deputy director of the Foreign Trade Management Department of Nanjiang City Foreign Trade Bureau, and mother Jiang Yunying is a teacher in the Foreign Language Department of Nanjiang University. Nowadays, the foreign trade bureau is a powerful department, and the import and export companies are under their management, which is why they have the ability to build such good residential buildings.

According to the 1978 National Construction Commission's "Report on Accelerating Urban Residential Construction," the average building area for each household should not exceed 42 square meters, with a maximum of 50 square meters. The newly constructed family building appears to have been designed and built according to these regulations.

Of course, this standard is too low, so in the actual implementation process, some capable units often exceed the standard in construction. It won't be surprising to see two-bedroom apartments of 100 square meters in a few years. However, the document has just been issued recently, so local units dare not go too far. The Lin family's house is basically at the maximum limit.

This is like a rebirth gift package for me! After figuring out his current situation, Linlou couldn't help but sigh; first of all, without any effort on his own, he received an admission notice from Tsinghua University's Department of Architecture. It's worth noting that this is the top-ranked architectural department in the country, and during the years when the construction industry was booming, the admission scores for Tsinghua's Department of Architecture once ranked the highest within the entire university.

The architecture department of Tsinghua University is also the largest powerhouse in the domestic architecture industry. It has produced a total of four academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and eight academicians of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, accounting for more than half of the total number of academicians in the field of architecture. In addition, it has also produced sixteen national engineering exploration and design masters, thirty-three deans of domestic and foreign architecture schools, as well as numerous directors and deputy directors of large state-owned design units, chief architects, chief planners, and leaders of planning and construction bureaus.

Moreover, nowadays is the era with the most scarce talent. From the experiences of those academicians graduated from Tsinghua, it is clear that as long as one can graduate smoothly, they can enter the top design institutes in the country, and before long, they can take the lead in projects. If they perform excellently, it is not impossible to obtain the title of academician in around twenty years!

Secondly, the family background of this body is also good, which allows Lin Lou to not have to divide his attention for the family. After all, architectural design is ultimately an art industry, and playing art has always been costly. If the family conditions are not good, it is really not easy to break through.

In the field of architecture, there has always been an unspoken rule: those with money and cultural background study architectural design, while children from intellectual families study HVAC and plumbing, and those from poor or rural families can only learn construction engineering and civil construction.

Liang Sicheng and Lin Huiyin came from prominent families. Yang Tingbao, a pioneer of modern Chinese architecture, was the son of Yang Hetin, who was not only a member of the Revolutionary Alliance, but also an educator and industrialist.

Take a closer look at the academicians in the field of architecture today, and you can tell from their names alone that they don't seem like names given to children from rural families. Names such as Wu Liangyong, Fu Xinian, Zhang Jinqiu, Guan Zhaoye, He Jingtang, Zheng Shiling, Wei Dunshan, Cheng Taining... these names don't seem like names given to children from rural families no matter how you look at them, right?

Of course, there are also architectural masters from ordinary family backgrounds, such as Academician Wang Jianguo who was born in the countryside. However, in terms of proportion, there are still more architectural masters from wealthy and educated family backgrounds.

Now, the admission letter from Tsinghua's Architecture Department has been received, and with such a well-off family to support, more importantly, the knowledge of future generations and architectural design drawings in Lin Lou's mind, with so many big packages, if he cannot become a world-class master architect, then it would be a waste of this rebirth.

By then, we won't need the likes of Jacques Herzog, Rem Koolhaas, Zaha Hadid, or Paul Andreu to worry about the Bird's Nest, the Daxing International Airport, or the National Grand Theater. Who knows, maybe I'll even challenge internationally and snatch up the design business for the Dubai Tower and the Sailboat Hotel!

"Xiaolou, we're here. Here, you can give it to Dad to look at!" Linqiao woke him up from his daydream on YY.
Chapter 3 Other People's Children

"Xiaolou, has the notification letter come? Which school did you get into?" Since entering the office building of the foreign trade bureau, people have been greeting him with concern. Nanjiang City is a provincial capital, and the deputy director of the foreign trade management department of the foreign trade bureau is a real deputy department level cadre. Moreover, the current director is almost retiring and basically doesn't handle any work anymore. The son of the director is taking the college entrance examination, and they are all paying attention to it.

"Thank you for your concern. I just received it today. It's the admission letter for the architecture department of Tsinghua University. I want to show it to my dad." Lin Lou politely replied as he handed over the document.

"Wow, you two brothers are remarkable, both from Tsinghua University! It's rare to see this in our whole Nanjiang City, or even in the entire Haidong Province, right? We really need to learn from Lin's ability to teach children!" The mention of Tsinghua University immediately earned a lot of envy, followed by extremely natural flattery.

"Get up there quickly, Lin Chu just finished the meeting and is in the office now!" No one can just chat endlessly without opening their eyes. Lin Shengbin must be still waiting for news, so Lin Chu said goodbye and took a longing look at the acceptance letter before letting them go upstairs; sigh, it would be so nice if my child could also bring back an acceptance letter from Tsinghua University!

I went up to the third floor along the stairs, and the white door curtains on both sides of the corridor were lifted one after another, and many heads popped out. They also heard the sound of the wind, congratulating each other as they watched the two brothers arrive at Lin Shengbin's office.

"Dad, Xiaolou's acceptance letter has arrived, and he also got into Tsinghua University just like me!" Lin Qiao exclaimed as he lifted the door curtain.

Lin Shengbin was originally holding the phone and about to make a call. Upon hearing this news, his movements suddenly froze, but then a smile spread across his face. He felt that he should be more solemn in front of the child, so he quickly restrained his smile and put down the phone to say a few words. However, he ended up holding the phone backwards.

"Not bad, the hard work of these years has finally paid off. But getting into college is just the first step. Even at Tsinghua, you must not slack off and continue to work hard! Show me the acceptance letter!" Lin Shengbin said a few words, then took the acceptance letter and carefully examined it.

The letter of acceptance is a two-fold page, with the front displaying the name and emblem of Tsinghua University, as well as the words "Letter of Acceptance." Upon opening, the left-hand page inside contains the admission notice: "Student Linlou, warm welcome to you to join the collective of Tsinghua University. As your future mentor, I offer you my heartfelt congratulations."

The second paragraph includes the department of admission and the registration time. It ends with the sentence "We sincerely welcome you," followed by the incumbent president of Tsinghua's personal signature. It seems that the esteemed president has to sign thousands of admission letters in one go. Looks like the president experiences the feeling of signing autographs like a future emperor superstar every year!

On the right side of the inner page is an introduction to Tsinghua University, while the back side is thoughtfully printed with a simplified map of Beijing, indicating the location of Tsinghua University, as well as the bus routes from the train station, bus station, etc., to facilitate students who arrive in Beijing in advance.

"Well, this acceptance letter looks nicer than your brother's, I must say acceptance letters should be made to look more attractive! Your brother's was just a plain piece of official paper, not eye-catching at all!" Lin Shengbin was quite satisfied with this invitation-style acceptance letter.

Lin Qiao talked about the interesting things at school, "Mine isn't too bad. When I was in school, I heard the teacher say that more than ten years ago when he was in college, not only did he receive acceptance letters, but also 'rejection letters.' In his first year of applying to college, he eagerly awaited the letter day and night, and finally received it with great difficulty. As soon as he got the letter, everyone in the courtyard gathered around. So, guess what was written inside?"

Lin Qiao imitated the teacher's tone, and recited, "This year, the number of people applying for higher education in our province is relatively high, and the number of new students planned to be admitted by the state is limited. After participating in the unified enrollment of our province's various higher education institutions, in accordance with the unified admission standards stipulated by the Central Ministry of Higher Education and the method of priority enrollment based on preferences, the admission work has been carefully and conscientiously completed. After checking the admission lists of various schools, you have not been admitted. We hope that you can happily and actively contribute your strength and wisdom to the cause of socialist construction in the motherland on the production and labor front or other work positions."

"Haha!" Linlou couldn't help but laugh. Whose idea was this anyway? It's just too wicked! Not being accepted is one thing, but having to endure such a letter is too much. I'm sure the teacher at Linqiao must have felt a sense of satisfaction when they saw these words, right?

"My teacher was too embarrassed to talk to anyone in the courtyard for half a year. When he finally received the admission letter the following year, he didn't dare to boast about it. He hid at home and opened the letter. When he saw the four characters of Tsinghua University, he finally let go of his frustration! This is also the hard work of Mr. Lin Qiao. If someone receives a rejection letter for several years in a row, it would be so devastating, wouldn't it?"

"I'll give your mom a call so she can also know earlier. She doesn't have classes today, so I'll ask her to get off work early and buy some groceries. Let's celebrate tonight!" Lin Shengbin picked up the phone and dialed Nanjiang University.

After hanging up the phone, the office was already crowded, and almost all the colleagues on the entire floor had come over. Furthermore, footsteps could be heard continuously in the hallway, with employees from other floors also rushing over.

It's only been three years since the college entrance examination was restored. As long as one is admitted to a university, it's worth celebrating, especially for Lin, who was admitted to Tsinghua!

"Lin, your two kids are really outstanding! Both admitted to Tsinghua University! I bet by tomorrow... no, tonight, your name will be known all over Nanjiang City! Sending two kids to Tsinghua is definitely an epic achievement."

"All thanks to Lin's excellent teaching. Oh right, Lin, do you still have the pen you used before in Xiaolou? Can you give it to me? I want to give it to my child to let him also experience the literary atmosphere!" After saying this, the person regretted it, thinking, "Why did I have to say this in front of so many people in the office? Can't I just follow Lin home secretly after work?"

Now that so many people know, do I still have a chance? He clearly saw that the director of his office had a pensive expression, obviously moved as well.

After causing a stir, even the head of the foreign trade bureau was alarmed and specially came down from upstairs to congratulate Lin Shengbin, "Oh, Lin, you really make people envy." When he thought of his own child who failed to get into college after several attempts and was always muddling around with certificates, the head of the bureau felt like crying.

It seems that I have become the "other people's children" talked about on the Internet, but it's actually not a bad feeling.
Chapter 4: Joy with Worries

A steady stream of people came in and out of Lin Shengbin's office. Everyone who was at the office today came to congratulate him. Even those with higher positions than Lin Shengbin came along with the director to congratulate him.

It is important to know that the central government put forward the idea of rejuvenating the age structure of cadres at the beginning of this year, which received widespread support from society. The first batch of college graduates have been assigned to quite decent institutions. The Linqiao and Linlou brothers both attended the best schools in the country. Their future is bound to be bright after graduation. It's not a bad idea to establish a good relationship in advance. Perhaps our own children will benefit from their success in the future.

Lin Lou kept smiling until his face almost froze. Finally, when it was time to leave work, Lin Shengbin hurriedly took them home. However, when they arrived home, they were greeted by another wave of guests, including neighbors from the same building, Lin Lou's mother's colleagues from South Jiang University, and relatives, all of whom crowded the small house so much that even the hallway was filled with people.

Fortunately, most of the people living in this building are Lin Shengbin's colleagues. They took the initiative to open the door and welcome the guests, offering tea and hospitality, before reluctantly making space.

This is also the norm during this period. There are no drastically different units. In a good unit, no matter what happens, there are people to help. Today, there are more guests from the Lin family and there is no place to accommodate them. Other colleagues will help. If someone is getting married tomorrow, the Lin family will also open the doors to help welcome the guests.

The import and export company also came to join in the celebration. When they saw such a scene, they hurried out to buy melon seeds and peanuts to put in each room so that everyone could eat and chat. They were also happy to do so. After all, it's not every day that they have the opportunity to show off in front of their direct supervisors from their own unit.

At around nine o'clock in the evening, the guests finally left, leaving the Lin family of four a moment of respite. Jiang Yunying held the admission letter and said, "Look, what a beautiful admission letter! I'll make a frame for it tomorrow and hang it in our living room!"

"At that time, when you need to register, what will you use to report if you pretend to live in Xiaolou?" Lin Shengbin laughed, in fact, that's what he was thinking in his heart.

"It's not like you can't register without a notification letter. Even if someone loses it, they can still register, right?" Jiang Yunying, also a college teacher, understood this very clearly. "I can ask someone to help Lou get some certificates when the time comes!"

Lin Shengbin thought about it for a moment, and indeed felt a little tempted. However, he shook his head in the end, "Forget it. It's not good to be remembered by the teacher for such a small matter right after starting school. I'll just ask Xiaolou to bring it back during the winter vacation! Hurry up and sleep, I'm sure there will be more trouble tomorrow. I can't afford to not rest well!"

Today only a few colleagues from two units and some close relatives at home came. Tomorrow, there will definitely be more people coming over. The Haidong Lin family is a large clan with many relatives. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying also have extensive social connections. With such a big event happening in their family, there will definitely be no shortage of visitors.

According to the experience of Lin Qiao getting into college in the past few years, this wave of enthusiasm should last at least a week. Although it is tiring to come and go every day, both of them think that the hardship is worthwhile when they think that their child got into Tsinghua. Others who want to work hard don't even have this opportunity!

Today, after a long day of exhaustion, they had to continue to be busy tomorrow. So after sending off the guests, they went to bed early. Lin Qiao fell asleep as soon as she touched the bed, but Lin Lou tossed and turned in bed, finding it hard to fall asleep. He still hasn't fully adapted to his new identity after being reborn.

Close your eyes and search for past memories in your mind. The things he has experienced in the future, the materials he has read are extremely clear in his mind, just like the files stored in a computer hard drive. Once opened, every detail is vivid, perhaps this is the benefit of being reborn.

Slowly browsing through the information in his mind, Lin realized that over an hour had passed. He got up to go to the bathroom before going to bed. Quietly opening the door and stepping out of the bedroom, he happened to hear a sigh coming from the opposite bedroom.

"Ah, I can exchange some foreign currency on my end, but we definitely can't get the official rate. Even if we put all this money together, it probably won't be enough to cover Lin Qiao's expenses for just two months! Expenses in the US are high!" Lin Shengbin seemed to be worrying about the cost of Lin Qiao's trip abroad.

Lin Lou stopped in his tracks and listened intently for a while. He was able to discern some things. Lin Qiao was a student studying abroad on a government scholarship, with Stanford providing him a scholarship and the country covering part of his living expenses. However, this money was only enough to cover tuition and basic living expenses. If he wanted to live more comfortably, his family would definitely have to contribute some money.

If it were the era when Linlou came, this expense wouldn't have been too burdensome for a family like his, but not anymore.

Lin Shengbin earns 85 yuan a month, while Jiang Yunying earns 56 yuan a month. Together, they make over a hundred yuan a month, which was considered a high income in the 1980s. Nowadays, pork costs 70 cents per pound, and an egg costs 5 cents. They don't spend much in general. The rent for this house is only a few yuan a month, and they receive many benefits from their workplace, including rice, flour, and calendars. By the end of the year, they can still save a few hundred yuan.

Such a family background is definitely envied by countless people nowadays, but if it were to be converted into US dollars, it wouldn't be much; openly, the exchange rate of the US dollar to the Chinese yuan is currently at its lowest point in history, with one US dollar being able to exchange for about 1.5 Chinese yuan. However, in reality, it is impossible for individuals to exchange at that rate. They can only go to the black market for exchange, and the black market rate is frighteningly high, even up to a ratio of one to ten. And even then, it's a matter of luck whether you can exchange or not.

Lin Lou just heard that Lin Shengbin can use his connections to exchange to US dollars at a relatively favorable rate, but it's still around one to eight. They have to use all their savings, and they can only exchange two to three hundred US dollars. According to the information Lin Shengbin has, this amount of money is only equivalent to a week's salary for an American, which is simply not enough.

"We can't just give all the money to Xiaoqiao, we also need to spend money on Xiaolou's side! Even though studying doesn't cost money, the school provides living expenses, but he is studying architecture, so we still need to provide him with some basic things, right? Drawing pens, rulers, paper... These miscellaneous expenses add up to quite a sum." Jiang Yunying also sighed. With two children at home, we have to keep things fair."

"Besides, Xiaolou is not young anymore, it's time to find a partner. When he starts dating, it will cost even more!" Jiang Yunying is quite open-minded, and even thinks about this aspect.

Hey, in the eyes of outsiders, the Lin family is currently enjoying great success, but who would have thought that they are feeling a mixture of joy and worry?

New chapters are updated twice a day during the new book period, once at midnight, and once at 8 AM. Additional updates may occur in special circumstances. Please collect and recommend.
Chapter 5 Reporter Interview

"Nowadays, aren't students not allowed to date in school? Look, Xiao Qiao hasn't dated anyone, right?" Lin Shengbin was starting to feel a little annoyed. Why does it seem like there are more and more places where money is spent?

"The school prohibits it, but with so many spirited young men and women together every day, how can they be stopped? The infatuation of young people is an objective law, not something that can be controlled by school rules for just one or two days!" Jiang Yunying is a college teacher, and she has seen similar things many times. "By the way, before the start of the school, you have to privately tell Xiaolou that if he pursues a relationship, we neither support nor oppose it, but it absolutely cannot lead to a fatality. Let me tell you, our school had an incident this year because of this..."

Linlou couldn't help but laugh and cry at these words. He was already an adult, yet he still made such a silly mistake. However, he felt warm inside knowing that he had parents who cared for him so much. It was indeed a kind of happiness.

After listening for a while, Linlou deliberately coughed, then went to the bathroom, and returned to the bedroom to rest; he also understood the matter discussed by Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying, which ultimately boils down to one thing - money!

They are not willing to let Lin Qiao wash dishes like other international students. It's not that they are unwilling to let Lin Qiao suffer, but the opportunity to study abroad is rare. They believe that Lin Qiao should use his precious time for studying, and as for the difficulties in life, they will try to help Lin Qiao solve them as much as possible.

By this calculation, Lin and Qiao need to prepare at least two thousand US dollars for one year of study abroad. If converted to RMB, it's close to twenty thousand, which is equivalent to ten years of the Lin family's income.

As for Linlou's side, they also want to give the children of dual-employed families the treatment they deserve, so that he won't be too tight on money at Tsinghua University. According to the current standards, after Linlou arrives at Tsinghua University, he will receive a monthly subsidy of 22.5 yuan (including 33 jin of meal tickets and 12.6 yuan of vegetable tickets, not cash). Generally, a family would give their child a monthly allowance of ten yuan. However, according to the result of their discussion just now, they plan to give Linlou twenty-five yuan per month, the same as Linqiao's back then.

In this case, the income of the couple is far from enough, and the only solution they can think of is borrowing money. Nowadays, everyone is not too worried about food and drink, but there is not much extra money. They have asked their relatives and colleagues, but still have not raised enough money.

It seems that no matter what era it is, having no money won't work! What should we do to make money? Lin Lou started to ponder. Reborn in 1980, there are so many ways to make money. Collect some stamps, buy some antiques, buy some houses and leave them there, then do nothing. By the new century, you can become a billionaire.

However, all of this takes time. As for stocks and such, it will be another ten years before they are available for trading on the stock market. As for going to the south to buy goods and make a profit from reselling them, it might work, but they probably won't agree to let me do it.

Linlou was lost in his thoughts and before he knew it, he had fallen asleep. It wasn't until the next morning that Linqiao woke him up from his slumber.

That day, not only relatives, friends, and colleagues came, but even the "Nanjiang Daily" also sent two reporters to interview them. Every year after the reinstatement of the college entrance examination, it has been the focus of media attention, especially for those students with outstanding results who are admitted to prestigious universities. The fact that students from this city have been admitted to Tsinghua University is noteworthy enough for the reporters to come forward, let alone two brothers who have been admitted to Tsinghua University successively. This definitely warrants a special article.

For this, the Nangjiang Daily sent two reporters, one for interviewing and the other for taking photos. The editor-in-chief even generously allocated a whole roll of film for this, which even exceeded the treatment of many leaders. After all, there are plenty of leaders in Nangjiang City, but only the Lin family has two members admitted to Tsinghua University.

"Hello, Mr. Lin, hello, Teacher Jiang. I am Jia Xinwen, a reporter from the Nanjiang Daily. I would like to ask both of you how you usually educate your children." Jia Xinwen was asking on behalf of the readers, as well as for himself. He also has children, and if he could learn something to teach his children, he wouldn't expect them to attend Tsinghua University. Just getting into Nanjiang University would leave him with no regrets in this lifetime.

"In fact, both of us are usually busy with work and don't have much time to take care of the children. The main thing is for them to be self-disciplined," Jiang Yunying thought for a moment and said, and Lin Shengbin also made some conventional remarks.

Jia Xin seems somewhat dissatisfied with Ming's work, saying that it's all very cliché and lacks news value, and that readers don't like it.

Linlou saw through Jia Xinwen's thoughts. Having been exposed to the internet, he naturally knew what reporters liked to hear, so he took over the conversation: "What my mother wants to say is actually about cultivating children's interest in learning. As the Analects of Confucius says: 'He who learns but does not think, is lost; he who thinks but does not learn, is in great danger.'"

"The American educationist Spencer also said that happiness is the best state for children to learn, and self-education helps children develop the habit of self-learning..."

Upon hearing this, Jia Xin's eyes lit up. This was exactly the kind of content that readers love to see. He quickly took notes in his notebook. Since the country had only recently opened its doors, people were eager for knowledge related to foreign countries. When the word "America" was mentioned, Jia Xin instinctively felt that this method was definitely advanced and scientific.

"Although my parents are always busy with their work, they never relax their education for my brother and me due to their tight schedule. They are not focused on our academic performance, but rather on teaching us that learning is a joyful activity. They want us to understand that the sense of satisfaction gained from learning far surpasses the mischief and tricks. As a result, my brother and I have enjoyed reading since we were young, and this habit has stayed with us..."

"....actively suggest, tell the child his strengths, face everything optimistically, guide the child to discover their own value, cultivate the child's courage in the face of setbacks...."

"Give the child the opportunity to explain the mistake, and the right to think and judge..."

"Believe in the child, have confidence in the child, explore the child's talents, and cultivate the child's interest in reading..."

Lin Lou kept pouring bowl after bowl of chicken soup for Jia Xin, and as he listened, he became lost in thought and ended up filling several pages without even realizing it. When the interview was over, Jia Xin's only thought was to hurry back and try to secure more space from the editor-in-chief.

"I have to say, you're becoming quite eloquent with your words! When did you practice that?" Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying were somewhat surprised, but after all, she was their own child, and the more successful she became, the happier they were.

This article was quickly published, and two days later, Jia Xinwen came to visit again. It turned out that the previous article was very popular, and he wanted to do another in-depth interview. The principal of Linlou High School also came to the house to invite his parents to give a speech at the school.

Hmm, it seems like an opportunity to make some money?
Chapter 6: Publishing a Book

China is probably the country in the world that values education the most. Thousands of years of tradition have ingrained this mindset into the Chinese people's bones, especially during the period when the college entrance examination was just restored, this trend became even more prominent.

However, due to the previous chaos, people lacked channels to understand scientific education. Not to mention those parents, even the teachers in schools also had little knowledge of it. Therefore, after Jia Xinwen published this report, it immediately caused a enthusiastic response. Countless parents eagerly read every line, hoping to gain experience from it and provide better education for their children.

This allowed Linlou to capture business opportunities. He is a person who enjoys reading and often visits bookstores. In almost every bookstore, educational books account for a large proportion of sales. Books such as "Harvard Girl Liu Yiting," "Good Mothers are Better Than Good Teachers," and "Discovering Mothers" have become bestsellers at different times, all of which discuss family education.

So, if I imitate their writing style and write a book about family education, and then use the fact that the two brothers were admitted to Tsinghua University as a gimmick, it should definitely become a bestseller, right? This way, the economic problems troubling the Lin family would be solved.

In 1977, the State Administration of Press and Publication issued the "Notice on the Trial Measures for News Publishing Remuneration and Subsidies," reinstating the remuneration system that had been abolished for 10 years. The notice stipulated the implementation of a low remuneration system, and remuneration would be provided once based on the quality and length of the work. For original works, the remuneration ranged from 2 to 7 yuan per thousand words, and for translated works, it ranged from 1 to 5 yuan per thousand words.

This year, the Party Committee of the State Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film, and Television has formulated new remuneration standards, appropriately raising the basic remuneration to the previous level. For original works, the remuneration is increased to 3 to 10 yuan per thousand words, while for translated works, it is set at 2 to 7 yuan per thousand words. At the same time, the remuneration for printed copies has been reinstated, with a payment of 5% of the basic remuneration per ten thousand copies.

It can be said that it is the best period for writers in recent years. The relatively high fees and low cost of living have made literature a dream for many aspiring young people. It is during this period that a group of new writers emerged in the literary world, including Yu Hua, Su Tong, Wang Anyi, Zhang Kangkang, Wang Xiaobo, Shi Tiesheng, Bi Feiyu, Gu Hua, Chen Zhongshi, and Jia Pingwa.

In the next few years, the manuscript fees will continue to increase, adjusted to 6-20 yuan per thousand words for original works, and 4-14 yuan per thousand words for translations. If the book can be published and sell well, the earnings will be even higher.

By the 1990s, the good times for writers came to an end. With the continuous rise in prices, although the basic remuneration for manuscripts had increased, the purchasing power of the remuneration for the same number of words had decreased. This trend continued into the first decade of the 21st century, and very few writers were able to write full-time during this period.

Linlou calculated in his mind, if according to this standard, writing a book of about 200,000 words, the basic remuneration is calculated at eight yuan per thousand words. The basic remuneration is sixteen thousand, which is more than the annual salary of Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying.

The number of copies and royalties depend on the sales of the book. It is calculated at five percent of the basic royalty per ten thousand copies, and you can earn an additional sixteen thousand for two hundred thousand copies. If the work sells well, then you can earn even more.

The Chinese book market was exceptionally hot in the 1980s, and the public was in a state of hunger. Many serious books had incredibly high sales, such as Ba Jin's "Family" with 4.57 million copies printed, "Dream of the Red Chamber" with 4.43 million copies printed, and "Rickshaw Boy" with 4.03 million copies printed.

Some popular literary works have also achieved high sales. Two foot-digging men from Sichuan province used the pen name "Xiangjiang Xue Meili" to write the novel "Female Boss" which depicts the struggle between the police and drug traffickers. The first edition sold 800,000 copies, and the sales quickly reached 2 million copies. Subsequently, they also wrote other novels in a series with titles such as "Female Chief", "Female SWAT Team", and "Male Player".

This team, using the pen name "Xiangjiang Xue Mili", has created over a hundred novels and quickly became millionaires through basic royalties and print royalties.

If we can achieve the sales of the Snowmili series, then the money for Lin Qiao's study abroad will be enough, and even he can be more comfortable in school. As Jiang Yunying said, architecture is both a science and an art, and studying art has always been expensive.

It is not difficult for Lin Lou to create such a work. The information in his mind is clear and visible. He can simply select a few bestselling educational books and quote from them. This solves the problem of writer's block. However, it can be a bit troublesome to transfer the thoughts from his mind to paper. Writing a 200,000-word article by hand can be very tiring.

Linlou took out a new exercise book from the desk drawer and began sketching an outline on the paper. He wanted to expand on the topics he had previously mentioned to Jiaxin, and include some scientifically proven study techniques. Nowadays, education mainly emphasizes hard work but lacks scientific methods. He hoped this book would be helpful for students.

Oh, by the way, we can also add Lin Qiao's experience of obtaining the opportunity to exchange in the United States at the end. Nowadays, going abroad is also popular, and any information related to going abroad will definitely be sought after.

Today, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying both went to work. Lin Qiao, on the other hand, went to meet with his high school classmates. There was only Lin Lou left at home, so he could quietly brainstorm and create.

Spending a whole day, the outline and subheadings were reorganized and revised, and then three to four thousand words of main text were written. By the time Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying came back, Linlou's hand was stiff, and writing so many words at once exhausted him.

Lin Qiao still hasn't returned. After finishing the meal, Lin helped his parents wash the dishes and tidy up, then brought out the manuscript. "Mom, Dad, take a look at this!"

Lin Shengbin thought it was Lin Lou who had prepared the speech for them, but when he took it and looked at it, he felt something was off, "Hmm? Just one hour of speech, would not need so much content, right?"

"Let me take a look!" Jiang Yunying is a university professor with close ties to the cultural sector, so after reading it, she immediately understood Lin Lou's idea, "Are you planning to publish a book?"

"Publish a book?" Lin Shengbin laughed. Although he knew that both of his children were talented, writing a book seemed a bit far-fetched. So he started advising earnestly, "Xiaolou, having ideas is a good thing, but you shouldn't aim too high. You haven't even finished university yet, so it might be a bit early to talk about this..."

Linlou did not refute. He just smiled and listened. After a while, Jiang Yunying interrupted his verbosity, "Old Lin, you wait a moment. I think with this outline and this passage, it definitely meets the standard for publication, at least the publishing house in our school will definitely approve it!"

The contract has been filled out, and the status should be able to be changed next week.
Chapter 7: Tentacled Monster

The educational ideas and methods in Lin's articles may seem very outdated to future generations, but in 1980, they were definitely fresh. Jiang Yunying, who has been engaged in education for many years, quickly realized their value. It is indeed gratifying that her own child was able to write such an excellent article.

However, in the midst of her joy, Jiang Yunying also had doubts. "Xiaolou, where did you get all this information from?" The methods they used in educating their children might have some similarity to Linlou's writings, but a careful examination reveals that these theories are very sophisticated and obviously not something a child could come up with.

"Weren't you the one who got me the library card for Nanjiang University? I saw it in the library," Linlou had already prepared a response, and Jiang Yunying's arrangement of the library card for Linlou came in handy at this moment. Nanjiang University is the best university in the province, its library is not small in scale, and it also has some foreign journals. It's not surprising to find similar statements in there.

Jiang Yunying opened her mouth and encouraged Linlou to expand his reading material. She had always thought that this educational approach would be effective, but she had not expected to see results so quickly.

"Tomorrow, will you come to school with me and show the manuscript to Mr. Zhang from the publishing house at our school? As long as the content remains at the same standard, it should not be a problem to get it published!" Nanjiang University has its own publishing house, which helps teachers publish books. If the teachers can do it, their children can naturally benefit from it too.

"Why did you suddenly want to write a book?" Lin Shengbin looked at Lin Lou and felt a bit puzzled.

"I actually overheard you talking that night. We're family, so there's nothing to hide. My brother needs money to study abroad, so I thought of writing a book to help him raise the funds."

Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying looked at each other, feeling both relieved and somewhat sad. They were relieved that their child was sensible, but also saddened because these were clearly their own responsibilities, yet their child had suffered as a result.

"These things are not your concern. In fact, we still have money at home. I will ask some uncles and aunts for some money when the time comes, and it will be enough. Don't worry about paying back the money. When your brother stays in the United States, he will make enough money in one or two months. We have already prepared the money for your college education. Just focus on your studies." Lin Shengbin comforted.

"My brother is already overseas, I can definitely borrow money. What's there to worry about? I just want to do my part for my brother! Besides, what's wrong with me publishing a book?" This passage should be said with a slightly playful tone to get the best effect. It's a pity that you're asking a 30-something-year-old soul like Lin Lou to act playful, which is indeed a bit difficult for him.

"The child has finally written it out. What difference will trying again make? I'll find your white shirt and iron it in a while. You can go to school with me early tomorrow morning." Jiang Yunying decided firmly.

When Lin Qiao returned, no one mentioned the matter at home. They all didn't want Lin Qiao to feel too much pressure. However, Lin Lou knew that during this time, Lin Qiao had been busy too. He also helped others as a tutor to earn money. Since Lin Lou has already noticed something, how could he possibly not know? After all, he is also a little genius who can be admitted to Tsinghua University.

So Lin Qiao was only happy for his younger brother to publish a book. The next morning, the three of them went to Nanjiang University together, and sat down with Lao Zhang, who was in charge of reviewing educational books at the Nanjiang University Publishing House, and took out the manuscript and outline.

The quality of the book is fine. After Lao Zhang reviewed it and submitted it to the higher authorities, Jiang Yunying used some connections and the project quickly got approved. We are only waiting for Linlou to bring out the full text so that it can be published after review and modification.

This is the advantage of having someone at home. If it were a stranger coming over, even if they could get the book done, it would take at least three to five months, right?

So the next thing is to finish writing the book quickly. Seeing Lin Lou writing vigorously at the desk, Lin Qiao couldn't help but ask, "Xiao Lou, are you tired from writing so much?"

"Of course it's tiring, but there's no other way. What else can I do besides handwriting?" Linlou really missed the computer era at this moment. If only he could type on a computer, it would be much faster.

“Why don't you use a computer to type?” Lin Qiao flipped through the half-hour draft in Lin Lou, “If it were me, I could finish typing these words in just a few minutes, right?”

"Hmm? Can you type in Chinese characters now?" Linlou quickly realized that he had asked a silly question. After all, Linqiao was a computer science student at Tsinghua University. Why would he ask such a question if this technology didn't exist?

"Of course." Lin Qiao's eyes lit up at the mention of computers, "You're asking the right person about this. Ever since computers were introduced to China, we've encountered a problem. Computers were invented by Western countries and they use alphabetical languages, while we use character-based scripts. It's impossible to directly input our characters into the computer!"

"Some foreigners think that just learning English is enough, and even some Chinese people are very pessimistic, thinking that Chinese characters must compromise in the face of the times! However, some people are not convinced. Wang Yongmin of the Nanyang Science and Technology Commission has been researching for several years and has developed a set of Wubi character input method. Although it is still immature at present, it can be used with some effort."

"Wubi characters?" This brought back memories for Lin Lou, reminding him of the experience when he used to memorize the Wubi root codes with a paper keyboard. "Wang Pang Qing Tou Jian Wu Yi, Tu Shi Er Gan Shi Cun Yu..." Unfortunately, this skill did not come in handy as it was replaced by the simpler and easier-to-learn Pinyin input method.

"Let's go to South River University. I helped them with a small issue recently, and we can use the computer room as we like. When we get there, I'll make the call, and we'll get the books out as soon as possible!"

It can be considered a liberation! Linlou immediately took the draft and Linqiao, and took the bus to South Jiang University. Linqiao brushed his face at the entrance of the computer room, and then the two brothers put on shoe covers and went in.

Anti-static wooden floors, workers in white coats, and the clunky computers seem like an odd combination, who would have thought that such highly valued scientific research equipment would eventually make its way into households everywhere?

Lin Qiao greeted the person in charge of the computer room, then led Lin Lou to a corner. He turned on the computer, installed the input method, entered the command to open the text editor, and began typing away at the draft of Lin Lou.

Brush, one page finished; brush, another page finished... Lin Qiao's ten fingers flew over the keyboard, and the stack of paper in front of Lin Lou kept decreasing. Lin Lou's eyes widened as he watched, finally seeing a living octopus! If you were to switch to writing online novels, what would an eagle even be!

At this point, Wubi should still be under research. I haven't found out whether it can be used for typing, so let's assume it can. If it doesn't work, there are other software available, but none as well-known as Wubi.
Chapter 8 AutoCAD

In two hours, Lin Qiao finished typing the 10,000 words that Lin Lou had written before. She showed no signs of fatigue and even seemed a little reluctant to stop. As she stretched her fingers, she asked, "Do you think you can keep up with my speed if I type next?"

"No problem, I've got everything in my head!" Linlou glanced at the computer with a hint of envy. Even though it was an antique computer from the 1980s, he still felt a bit eager to try it out. "How about I try typing something myself?"

"Do you know how to do it? It's not as easy as you think. You have to memorize the radicals first, then learn to break down the characters before you can accurately type. If you really want to learn, I can teach you, but for now let's focus on the task at hand." Lin Qiao had some doubts. It's not 2020 yet, and computers are a rare commodity. Except for some research institutes and universities, they are practically non-existent in other places across the country."

If you tell Lin Qiao that everyone will have a computer in the future, he definitely won't believe it. In his opinion, even if everyone has money, what's the use of a computer? Is everyone going to do research? It's better to buy a television, refrigerator, or something with the money.

I have also learned Wubi input method. Lin Lou stubbornly occupied the position of Lin Qiao. I stretched my fingers on the keyboard and felt a sense of comfort in my heart, and then... there was no "then" and I typed a few lines of words, all of which were wrong.

Wang Yongmin's Wubi input method was not fully developed until 1983, and most people now use either the 86 version or the 95 version. These two versions are completely different from the unfinished version used by Lin Qiao now. Lin is familiar with the mature version, so using the current version to type will naturally result in frequent errors.

So he had to return the position to Lin Qiao. The two brothers took turns typing and dictating, and they cooperated quite happily. They typed over 30,000 words in one day, saved it on a floppy disk, and planned to come back the next day.

When we were leaving, Linlou asked, "Brother, you must be very skilled in computer technology, right? Can you program?"

"Oh, you know programming?" Lin Qiao was somewhat surprised. During this period, non-professionals judged who had advanced computer skills mostly based on typing speed, and very few people even knew what programming was.

"Your textbook is still at home. At the very least, I have flipped through it!" Linlou is somewhat impatient, as this matter is very important to him. "Will you actually be able to do it? How high is your level?"

"I know programming languages such as C, SPL, and Basic. I wrote some small programs in school, and one of the visiting teachers took notice of one of them, which ultimately led me to go to the United States. Otherwise, with so many students at Tsinghua, why would they choose me?" Lin Qiao was a little proud. It wasn't easy to gain recognition from an American teacher during that time.

That's great. It seems like I've really hitched myself to a big shot. "How much do you know about computer graphics interaction technology? What are the mainstream software available now?"

"Graphical interaction technology? Oh, you mean the Sketchpad software invented by Ivan Sutherland at MIT? That software is too complicated to use and requires special equipment. However, in the industrial sector, especially in the fields of automotive manufacturing and aerospace, there are indeed efforts to develop new graphical interaction software for industrial design! For example, CAD and EDA, but I've only seen them in magazines and haven't used them yet."

Sketchpad, also known as a drawing board, was the first software capable of graphic design. It required the use of a light pen to draw graphics on a cathode ray tube screen, making it cumbersome to use, but it was definitely the precursor to various design software.

As for CAD, it was invented by Patrick Hanratty from General Motors Research Institute and he named it DAC (Design Automated by Computer). However, "Father of Computer Science" Douglas Ross was not satisfied and gave it a new name, which is CAD (Computer-Aided Design).

"Are you trying to design architecture using a computer?" Lin Qiao quickly understood Lin Lou's idea and said, "That's a good idea, but at least I haven't heard of any software like that."

Of course not, Autodesk, the inventor of AutoCAD, was not founded until 1982, which is still two years away. Nowadays, the founder of Autodesk, and the first generation representative of computer hackers, John Walker, is still working with his buddies on the integration and manufacturing of microcomputer hardware.

However, after he switched to developing AutoCAD, the software took off and became the world's top general-purpose engineering drawing software in just a few years. To this day, AutoCAD's position remains unshakable.

"I see that you type much faster than I write by hand. I've been thinking, can we also use computers to draw? We are in architectural design, and drawing is such a laborious job!" Lin Qiao said excitedly. His hand drawing skills are good, but asking him to manually draw a large number of design drawings is really taxing. "Let's continue this conversation at home after dinner!"

In the following days, Linlou and Linqiao went to the computer lab at Nanjiang University early every morning to work on writing their book. Linlou dictated while Linqiao typed, and in the evenings they discussed software design at home.

The current level of computer development will definitely not be able to meet the version of AutoCAD used by Lin Lou in the future. However, he has learned about the development history of AutoCAD software when he was studying, and he is very clear about the interface and usage methods of the first generation. With these things, Lin Qiao finally knows what kind of software Lin Lou wants.

"I could give it a try, but let's finish writing your book first!" Lin Qiao had no idea that the opportunity in front of him could reach five billion US dollars within five years, and skyrocket to five hundred billion US dollars in forty years.

"Alright, the remaining part can be completed tomorrow, and then we can print it out!" Linlou suppressed his excitement. This kind of venture cannot be done in the country. How many computers are there in the country now anyway? Only when Lin Qiao goes to study in the United States will it officially begin. And to do business in the United States, you also need startup capital. Let's help him earn some money now!"

It took Lin Qiao a whole day to finish the last paragraph, which was based on his personal experience and did not require Lin Lou to dictate it to him. Lin Lou just helped him to make some changes to the sentences.

The two brothers spent another day carefully inspecting the entire manuscript, making corrections to spelling and punctuation. Then they printed the manuscript using the computer room's printer. The printing cost was not cheap. If it weren't for Lin Qiao earning some money from tutoring and getting a big discount from the computer room teacher, they would have had to ask Jiang Yunying for money.

They took the manuscript and went to the publishing house together with Jiang Yunying. Lao Zhang was shocked, "Wow, this is the first computer-generated manuscript I've seen! Just for this, we have to publish it!"

Perhaps this is the first manuscript typed out by a computer in China, but it is not necessarily so. However, getting it officially published and sold was not as easy as Lin Lou had imagined.
Chapter 9 Out of Paper

If it were in an era where marketing tactics were rampant, relying on this gimmick alone would stir up a lot of hype. However, now Lao Zhang just finds it intriguing. But Lin Lou didn't mention this, because there is no need for hype during this period. Various books are scarce, and people love to read. As long as they can be placed in the Xinhua Bookstore, they will basically sell well.

At that time, timber was very valuable. Some people could take "Water Margin" and "Dream of the Red Chamber" directly to the countryside to buy timber. Shanghai Ancient Books Publishing House produced a book called "Tang Dynasty Novels" by Mr. Wang Bijiang. Because the title contains the words "novels," it also sold very well. Many people didn't actually know that this was a classical novel, and only realized they couldn't understand it after buying it.

The relationship between the school publishing house and Jiang Yunying has been handled well, so the manuscript quickly passed the review and was approved for publication. However, when it came time to send the manuscript to the printing press, problems arose. The printing press agreed to print it, but the timeline is uncertain and they did not provide a specific time for when it will be printed.

"I'll ask around for some help!" Lin Shengbin put two packs of cigarettes in his pocket and went out. After running around all night, he finally found the connections. A colleague of theirs at work had a cousin who was the office director at a printing factory. So the next day, Lin Shengbin went to find him, and Lin Lou followed along.

Lin Shengbin didn't ask him to go back either. In his opinion, Linlou was already big, and he was about to go outside to study. It wouldn't hurt for him to get to know the society and understand some interpersonal relationships. He just reminded him to listen more and talk less for a while.

"Oh, Linchu, hello hello!" When they arrived at the factory, the office director of the printing factory, Chen Dayou, quickly shook hands warmly and then personally brewed tea for them. "I have a stash of Tieguanyin. I don't even mention it when others come, only when esteemed guests like you visit can I have the honor of tasting a few sips."

Lin Shengbin is the deputy of a popular department in the Foreign Trade Bureau, while the printing factory where Chen Dayou works is just a state-owned factory at the deputy level. Although their factory director holds the same deputy position as Lin Shengbin, the influence is definitely not the same. Chen Dayou himself is just a section-level cadre, so that's why he is so attentive when they meet.

"Director Chen likes to drink tea. That's perfect. Next time I visit, I happen to have two cans of this year's freshly harvested Mingqian Longjing. Let's taste it together! If a few cans of tea leaves can solve this, that would be very cost-effective."

"Mingqian Longjing? That's really good stuff." Chen Dayou envied, as he had to beg several people just to get some questionable Tieguanyin, while others could easily produce Mingqian Longjing. That's the difference between a good unit and a bad unit.

If someone else were to come, Chen Dayou would have to spend at least two hours chatting with Lin Shengbin. But for now, they still rely on the Foreign Trade Bureau. Not to mention, if their factory wants to import advanced equipment from abroad, they have to go through the import and export company under Lin Shengbin's management. So after exchanging just a few words, Chen Dayou took the initiative to bring up the real business.

"I have already read the manuscript sent by the publishing house. It is indeed a good book and should be printed sooner, but our printing factory is currently facing difficulties," Chen Dayou began to complain.

"In recent years, there have been more and more people printing books. In theory, this should be a good thing for our printing factory, after all, more work means we can give bonuses to the workers! But here's the problem: our factory was built in 1953, and we are still using the same old machines from back then. The technology is outdated, the production capacity is seriously inadequate, and the machines keep breaking down every now and then, causing work stoppages."

"It's okay to work overtime to get it fixed, but the issue with paper is something we can't solve!" Chen Da spread his hands and pushed open the window, pointing to the courtyard. "Look, the workers are all resting because we lack paper. Our printing factory can afford to be without anything except paper and ink. Without paper, how are we supposed to print books?"

"Right now, all kinds of materials are in short supply nationwide, such as paper, steel, and cement... It's not easy to get hold of them! However, you are the largest printing factory in our city, so you should have guaranteed access to paper, right?" Lin Shengbin deals with various economic and trade data every day, so he is naturally clear about this.

There are still some paper left. However, if our factory manager uses this paper to print books, he could make a profit by selling the printed materials to others. Just thinking about it makes Chen Dayou extremely frustrated. He doesn't hate that the factory's paper is being taken away through the printed materials. Rather, he hates that the factory manager didn't bring him along. He has been the head of the office for many years, and has much more connections than the factory manager.

Chen Dayou shook his head like a tambourine, "We used to have it, but recently our city's printing factory stopped working, so we have to get paper from outside. But you know how scarce paper is now. I saw that our neighboring province confiscated the wood originally promised to be allocated to other provinces for paper making in order to get more paper. Naturally, those provinces were not happy, so they also confiscated the steel originally intended to be allocated to them. Now these two provinces are in a lawsuit!"

In the current market, various supplies are extremely scarce. With the continuous relaxation of policies, the publishing industry is becoming increasingly hot. However, the production capacity of printing factories has not increased, leading to a shortage of paper.

"I heard people in the bureau saying that Chen Dayou from the printing factory is very capable. There's nothing related to printing that he can't handle. I believe Director Chen must still have a solution!" Lin Shengbin didn't believe his words at all. Now he's just complaining in order to ask for a higher price.

What are the conditions? Just tell me first, if it's not enough, I can still help you get it done. We are all just trying to make a living within the system, so don't try to fool me with those words.

Chen Dayou shook his head. "Manager Lin, you know that our factory has been wanting to upgrade our equipment recently. The RB printing equipment is so good. There might even be a report about it in your office drawer. If there was any way, I definitely wouldn't dare not to print for you. But now, we really have run out of paper. The remaining supply in the warehouse is reserved for printing documents for the city. There really isn't any extra."

"Right now, either we get a batch of paper from elsewhere, or we have the paper mill resume production. As long as they deliver the paper, I guarantee to print it for you at the earliest! If you don't believe me, I'll take you to the warehouse to see!"

The conversation had reached this point, and Lin Shengbin believed it about seventy to eighty percent. So he had to take his leave. Since the printing factory had no paper, he couldn't produce it anyway.

"Let's go visit the printing factory again! If the printing factory can resume production soon, then we'll wait. If it can't resume in a short period of time, then we'll have to figure out another solution and see if we can get some paper from elsewhere."

At this moment, Lin Lou once again experienced the hardships of the 1980s.
Chapter 10 My Tsinghua

The Nanjiang Paper Mill has just built a new factory area and replaced its equipment. In theory, with the current market demand, they should be working overtime to produce paper. However, there are no sounds of machinery in the factory area, and all the workers are crowded in the pulping workshop.

The factory director Qiu Hongjun was sweating profusely as he explained to the city leaders, "Director Zhang, the chemical materials used in this RB machine are different from what we used before. We had no idea that this situation would occur!"

Director Zhang looked at the roof. It had only been under construction for a month, but the brand-new steel structure and panels had been severely corroded. He used a screwdriver to scratch the removed steel components and found that the rust layer was as thick as a five-cent coin. If construction continued, it probably wouldn't be long before the roof rusted through.

No, there are already rust holes, it is now at noon, the scattered sunlight shines through the rusty holes in the roof into the workshop, which appears particularly glaring, and the paint on the walls is also blistering and peeling off.

"What's the reason behind it? Have you analyzed it?" Director Zhang asked.

"The pulping workshop uses a lot of chemical agents in the production process, and the gases produced by these chemical agents are easily leaked and have certain corrosiveness. According to our analysis, the roof and walls have been corroded by these gases. In the old factory, we used anti-corrosion coatings and provided protective measures for workers, and there were no problems. Who would have thought that after switching to this RB machine and new chemical agents, the anti-corrosion coatings are no longer effective! Fortunately, the workers did not encounter any issues." Qiu Hongjun hurriedly reported.

"Didn't you anticipate these problems when you purchased the machines? Didn't you ask the RB people how to solve them? Do you know how much effort the city has put into your factory? Do you not understand how tight the foreign exchange and steel supply is? Is it easy for the city to support the construction of your new factory? And now, you've only been operating for less than a month and you've already stopped! How are you going to explain this to the city!" Director Zhang was also anxious. When the project was first proposed, he supported it as well. If they didn't get it together quickly, there would be no progress for them."

"When I was buying the machine, the RB salesperson said it would definitely be no problem! Once I found something wrong, I hurried to contact the RB manufacturer, and they said it was because we used the wrong corrosion-resistant coating. But they refused to tell us exactly what coating to use, saying that this falls under the category of after-sales service, and we would need to pay for it, as well as handle the foreign exchange. But we don't even have any foreign exchange at the moment!" Qiu Hongjun's dark circles were large and black, like a giant panda's. During this period, he hadn't had a good night's sleep at all.

Lin Shengbin and Lin Lou had been in the workshop listening for quite a while. When they arrived here, Lin Lou couldn't help shaking his head and sighed, "Ah, this is just an old trick of RB people. When selling equipment, they might offer a relatively low price, only to make up for it with high maintenance and spare parts fees. Many domestic manufacturers fell for this trick at the beginning of the reform and opening up."

"I don't care what methods you use, you must resume production as soon as possible. The city has spent so much foreign exchange, and now you've made it look like this. How are you going to explain to the city and the millions of people in Nanjiang?" Director Zhang scolded Qiu Hongjun again and then hurried off. He had to go back quickly and figure out a solution.

"Let's go," Lin Shengbin also prepared to leave. The paper mill was in such a state that it definitely wouldn't be able to resume production in the short term. They would have to find another way and see if they could bring back a batch of paper from elsewhere.

"Dad, this problem is actually not difficult to deal with!" Linlou didn't move, but I know the answer. The specific improvement method is clearly stated in the "Industrial Architecture Anticorrosion Specification". Although Linlou used to mainly deal with residential buildings, office buildings, and public buildings, I have also read various specifications for industrial buildings before. I can easily recall it all now.

"Talking big without careful consideration! So many experienced engineers in our factory have been researching for half a month and still couldn't find a solution, and you, a little brat, come here and figure it out in just a glance? This is a restricted area, not just anyone can come in. Hurry up and leave!" The words of Lin Lou were overheard by a nearby worker, and a technician wearing glasses was ready to kick the person out.

These days, he has been tortured by this issue, and when he hears words like Linlou's, how can he feel comfortable? The other workers also look indignant. The sense of belonging of the workers to the factory is unparalleled. They truly regard the factory as their own home. Naturally, they cannot tolerate someone like Linlou.

"Do you really know?" Lin Shengbin did have some trust in Lin Lou. He knew his own child's nature and was sure that he wouldn't speak carelessly about something he wasn't sure of. If that's the case, it would be easy to handle. As long as they can help the paper mill solve this problem and let them resume production as soon as possible, won't they have as much paper as they need?

How many books do you need to print to count as something? Even asking the factory for some indicators should be no problem, right? Although Lin Shengbin won't sell them outside, having some flexible indicators for scarce resources in hand is very useful!

"Sure, we just need to change the anti-corrosion coating, and pay attention to the process of painting. It's not difficult at all," Linlou replied. There are specific anti-corrosion solutions for different chemicals in the standard, and he quickly found the suitable method for this factory in his mind.

"Hey, are you ever going to stop boasting? Might as well go brag on the street! Oh, you think up solutions so easily, making the rest of us look useless? Even those with hot tempers are rolling up their sleeves."

"Your attitude towards work is unacceptable. When encountering problems, you should promptly find solutions. There are people who can help solve the problem, but instead of seeking advice humbly, you are driving them away. What does this mean?" Lin Shengbin was also somewhat dissatisfied with their behavior.

"For this issue, do you know how many people we've consulted? We've visited several research institutes in the city, gone to South River University, and even had multiple groups of experts come over, but it still hasn't been resolved. How old are you? Do you think you're more capable than those experts?" He shook his head while speaking, clearly not believing that Linlou could solve the problem.

Qiu Hongjun also noticed the commotion here, so he shouted, "What's going on! What's the point of crowding here? Everyone go out, clear the area, I want to take a good look!"

"Manager, this kid says he can solve the problem!" A worker pointed at Lin and teased, "Our manager has a bad temper. He'll definitely show you later and teach you not to talk nonsense."

"Who?" Qiu Hongjun's eyes flashed with a glimmer of hope, but when he saw the child in front of Lin Lou, he immediately became furious. "What kind of place is this? Allowing outsiders to enter the workshop so easily?"

"I'm from Tsinghua University!" Lin Lou said calmly, and the workshop immediately fell silent.

Please collect and recommend.
Chapter 11: Well Deserving of Being a College Student

After a brief moment of quiet, it became noisy again. "What did he say? Did he say he's a college student? What kind of university is Tsinghua?"

"Haven't you heard of Tsinghua University? It is the best university in the country."

"Isn't Peking University the best university in China?"

Even though it is equally noisy, the tone of the workers is completely different. There's no other way, the four words "Tsinghua University" carry too much influence, especially in this era where university students hold the highest status.

Give an inappropriate example, the average college student today could basically keep up with the scholars of ancient times, and it's easy to meet someone like a county magistrate; whereas students from top domestic institutions like Tsinghua University, although they may not match the imperial scholars, are still highly respected in their local areas.

In fact, if they intend to pursue a political career, their future development may not necessarily be worse than that of ancient imperial examination scholars. The rejuvenation and educational level of cadres have given them the wings to soar. If a Tsinghua student from the 1980s enters government work after graduation and avoids mistakes, they will definitely be able to reach a fairly high position after thirty years.

So when Linlou mentioned "Tsinghua University," the workers' attitudes immediately changed. They no longer saw him as a child and all began to murmur in their hearts, thinking that if he was a Tsinghua University student, he would definitely be able to solve the problem, right?

Just now, the technician with glasses also bowed his head. He was only a secondary vocational school graduate. When he thought about how he had just questioned the students from Tsinghua, he felt his face get hot.

"Tsinghua?" Qiu Hongjun's bloodshot eyes lit up suddenly. He hurriedly came forward, eagerly extending his hands from a distance, vigorously shaking Lin Lou's hand as if a fellow villager had just encountered a red army soldier in a movie! "Are you the expert invited by the city? We've been eagerly waiting for you!"

The lines in the mouth and the excited tone are also like that. Linlou couldn't adapt to this treatment, so he quickly let go of his hand. "No, I just came to your factory for something, and happened to encounter this incident."

"What kind of paint do you plan to use to address the corrosion problem?" Qiu Hongjun asked directly, without even inquiring about the name.

"It depends on what chemical agent you are using. The choice of corrosion-resistant coating varies for different chemical agents. I will need to review the relevant information before making a judgment," said Lin Lou calmly.

"Our pulp mill uses the CEHH acid-treated fiber pulp system, with the main chemical agents including sulfate pulp and caustic soda. Previously, we mainly used epoxy enamel paint and perfluoroethylene anticorrosive coatings, which used to work very well, only needing to be repainted once a year at most. I don't understand why we are having problems now," Qiu Hongjun handed the information to Lin Lou.

"The epoxy cream-colored paint has poor adaptability to chlorine, although the perfluoroethylene anticorrosive coating has good resistance to chemical media such as acids, alkalis, chlorine, and hydrogen sulfide, making it very suitable for use in the pulping workshop. However, its temperature resistance is not good enough. I have noticed that the performance of the ventilation equipment in your workshop seems to be not very good, which may lead to higher workshop temperatures, thereby weakening the corrosion resistance of the perfluoroethylene anticorrosive coating." Lin Lou said without hesitation as he looked through the documents.

"Yeah, when Little RB sells equipment again, he keeps emphasizing that we should buy their ventilation devices. We didn't have enough foreign exchange quotas, so we didn't buy them. We used the dismantled equipment from the original workshop, which is more than ten years old and definitely less efficient than Little RB's new equipment!" The technician with glasses immediately realized.

Lin Lou walked over and asked a worker for a screwdriver. He then made a few scratches on the corroded areas of the coating and carefully examined the situation inside. "Your process is not correct, according to the standard operating procedures, the fluorinated ethylene anticorrosive coating should be sprayed with at least eight layers. First, spray the primer, wait for it to dry, then spray the middle paint, and finally spray the topcoat. Although this takes a lot of effort, once it is completed to a high quality, it can guarantee not to need to be resprayed for at least eight or nine years."

In the construction process, every step must be meticulously carried out. Sometimes, using the same materials and equipment, and having the same group of construction workers, a minor oversight in the process can lead to completely different results.

"The city urged us to start working quickly, and we were in a hurry, so we sprayed all at once!" Qiu Hongjun blushed, feeling responsible.

Lin Lou didn't criticize him. He is not Qiu Hongjun's supervisor. He just wants the paper mill to resume production early so that the set of books can be printed as soon as possible.

"So you're saying we have to scrap all the coatings and reapply them? It's not only difficult to find perfluoroethylene anticorrosive coatings, but they are also expensive..." Qiu Hongjun furrowed his brow. The factory has already spent a large amount of money on introducing new equipment, and it doesn't seem practical to ask the city for more money given the current situation. What should we do?"

"It's not necessarily necessary to use perfluoroethylene anticorrosive coatings. A new type of chlorosulfonated polyethylene coating has been developed, with lower production costs than perfluoroethylene anticorrosive coatings, and simple construction processes. It is suitable for use in key areas such as workshop roofs, workshop-to-workshop wooden bridges, and battery floors. Its corrosion resistance is excellent, and only a thin layer is needed. After three years, you won't see any issues, as stated in the specifications and proven over time."

"The chlorosulfonated polyethylene anticorrosive coating is cured by the reaction of the curing agent with the sulfonyl group to form a cross-linking structure, and is divided into primer, topcoat, and curing agent. The primer contacts steel, wood, cement and other media, whereas the topcoat contacts air and various corrosive gases generated in workshops, so there must be some differences."

"Without the middle varnish, you can save a lot of costs, and this kind of paint has excellent adhesion to steel, wood, and cement, which can also save costs." Good adhesion means that it sticks well, and only a small amount of paint is needed to protect the needs of steel, wood, and cement.

"The performance in terms of resistance to sunlight and weather aging is also outstanding, so one spray can be used for a long time." These two indicators determine the service life of the coating, which is also crucial for a factory. If the coating needs to be reapplied every three to five months, the cost will be high.

"Xiao Song, will this method work?" Qiu Hongjun looked at the technician wearing glasses.

"It sounds feasible! I remember the chemical store in the city has chlorosulfonated polyethylene anticorrosive coating. I'll go buy some and conduct an experiment!" Technician Song said as he was about to leave.

"Xiao Zhang, you drive and take Xiao Song over there. Go fast and come back quickly!" Qiu Hongjun dispatched the company's car.

"The college students are really amazing!" Qiu Hongjun raised his thumbs up!
Chapter 12: Can you give me some pens?

For a very long time, the term "college student" has had a special meaning. In the minds of ordinary people, college students are synonymous with capable, excellent, and outstanding. When something is done well, it is usually praised in this way. Of course, if the job is not done well, people may say, "you're still a college student, how can you not even do this little thing?"

"Director, this person is not just any university student, they are from Tsinghua, the best university in China!" Someone teased from the side, prompting laughter from the crowd. The workers' tones also lightened considerably.

As long as the problem of corrosion prevention can be solved, the factory can start smoothly. By then, bonuses and benefits will definitely not be lacking. If the benefits are good, maybe we can even build residential buildings in a couple of years.

"Manager, don't let people just stand in the workshop. You should at least invite them to sit in the office and offer them your good tea to taste." At this point, the workers do not fear being dismissed, so they are not very afraid of the manager, and they speak without being too cautious. Occasionally, they can even joke with the manager face to face.

"Yes, yes, look at my pig brain! I haven't even asked for your esteemed name yet. I am Qiu Hongjun from Nanjiang Paper Mill. Qiu as in Qiu Shaomilitia, Hongjun as inRed Army!" Qiu Hongjun reached out his hand again.

"Lin Lou!"

"Lin Shengbin works at the Foreign Trade Bureau." The father and son shook hands with Qiu Hongjun in turn, and then walked together towards his office. Technician Song had to take a while to buy the paint and they took this opportunity to have a conversation.

"Xiaolin is from the Department of Chemistry at Tsinghua University? Oh, thank goodness you came. We wouldn't have known when we could have found the problem without you! Although the experiment on chlorosulfonated polyethylene anticorrosive coating isn't completed yet, the problem pointed out by Xiaolin is real. Based on that, Qiu Hongjun believes that this kind of coating should be effective."

"That's not it. I'm in the architecture department!" Lin Lou didn't mention that he had just received the admission letter and hadn't formally reported to Tsinghua yet.

"Architecture department... do they understand this too?" Qiu Hongjun's footsteps came to an obvious pause, and he suddenly seemed to have become less confident.

"In the field of industrial construction, corrosion prevention has always been an important issue, so I happened to have found some information on this topic in the library." Lin Lou once again shifted the responsibility to the all-powerful library.

"Oh, right, right, that's true. When we built the new factory back then, we also hired an architect." But why didn't he consider preventing corrosion?

Qiu Hongjun had no idea that the chlorosulfonated polyethylene anti-corrosion coating had just been developed not long ago, and the related information was only circulating within the chemical industry and had not been disseminated to the construction industry. In addition, the previous turmoil led to a continuous decline in the quality of talent in the domestic construction industry, so it was completely normal for architects in Nanjiang City to be unaware of this information.

When he arrived at the office, Qiu Hongjun clarified Lin Shengbin's identity, making the interaction even more cordial. "Oh, so you're Director Lin. The Foreign Trade Bureau has been a great help to our factory when we imported the equipment. I have been meaning to specially thank everyone at the bureau. But as soon as the equipment arrived, this incident happened. It's my fault. Once the production is back to normal, I will definitely come to the bureau to apologize."

After the polite exchange, Qiu Hongjun still had some doubts. "Mr. Lin, are you here this time to inspect the effectiveness of the equipment we imported?" If that's the case, then I must insist on keeping you here for a proper drink later.

"It's not that. This matter isn't under my jurisdiction. I actually came this time for a private matter," Lin Shengbin explained the issue of publishing a book.

"Ah, it's all our fault. We didn't do a good job at work, which has caused such a shortage of paper in Nanjiang City now! But please rest assured, Chief Lin, we will definitely work overtime and make every effort to resume production as soon as possible." This time we were really messed up by little RB.

Two more water refills, and Technician Song also brought back the paint samples. They immediately began corrosion resistance testing in the factory's laboratory, comparing the results of the perfluoroethylene corrosion-resistant paint with the chlorosulfonated polyethylene corrosion-resistant paint. The difference in effectiveness was obvious. The perfluoroethylene corrosion-resistant paint had already started to corrode and bubble, while the chlorosulfonated polyethylene corrosion-resistant paint remained unchanged.

"It can be done! It will definitely work!" Although the complete experiment has not been finished, these signs have shown that chlorosulfonated polyethylene anti-corrosion coating is absolutely effective.

"Continue the experiment and let me know immediately once there's any news! Xiao Zhang, go and find out if there's a large quantity of chlorosulfonated polyethylene anti-corrosion coating available for sale. Once the experiment is done, we'll purchase it right away!" This type of coating is really not expensive, the remaining funds in the factory are enough to buy the coating to spray the entire workshop."

"Lin, actually, the factory still has some inventory, which is reserved for the city government and various schools to ensure that our city has enough paper for printing notices, documents, and exam papers. But now that the factory is about to resume production, keeping these papers is not very useful. How much paper do you need for printing books? I will allocate it to the printing factory right away as a return for their favor. Since you are short of paper for book printing, I will provide it to you!"

"The first printing is not a lot, only ten thousand copies. If it sells well, there might be additional printings!" Our family's small building is really impressive. He solved such a big problem. I was originally prepared to use a lot of connections, but now, not only do I not have to worry about owing favors, the paper mill will owe our Lin family favors!

Our family's small building has helped them so much. Just allocating a little bit of paper to the printing factory is not enough. Lin Shengbin is very clear about these accounts.

Qiu Hongjun naturally knew about these matters. Their paper mill had an incident which led to a halt in book printing. This has already caused offense. Sending a batch of paper over will at most offset the offense. Linlou helped them find a suitable corrosion-resistant coating, so the favor must continue to be repaid.

When Lin Lou and Lin Shengbin came over, they took the bus. On their way back, they took the paper delivery truck from the paper mill. The driver delivered the paper to the printing factory, and Chen Dayou arranged for printing to start immediately. Then, the driver took Lin Lou and the others back home.

The next morning, the driver came again and said that the factory had invited Lin to provide technical guidance. As a result, Lin stayed in the factory for the next few days, overseeing the completion of the experiments. The truck delivered the paint, and Lin then instructed the workers to spray the paint according to strict procedures.

After the completion of the paint spraying, the paper mill successfully resumed operation. After running for a while, there were no abnormal changes in the corrosion-resistant coating. Qiu Hongjun finally let go of his worries completely.

So now it's time to return the favor, giving money is impossible, it's not the custom now, so he can only try to ask what Linlou wants.

Lin Lou thought for a moment and said, "Or you can just give me a few pens!"
Chapter 13 A Box

"Pens? Xiaolou, you're too kind! You've helped us so much, how can a few pens be enough? Even a hero wouldn't compare to the help you've given us!" If Linlou were from an ordinary family, Qiuhongjun might have just casually agreed, but he couldn't just dismiss Linlou with a few pens. Linshengbin definitely wouldn't say anything, but who knows what he's thinking. It was supposed to be a good thing, no need to offend anyone over this."

So, Qiu Hongjun gritted his teeth and said, "Xiaolou, since you are studying at Tsinghua University, you should have a good fountain pen. How about this, I will ask someone to buy a Parker pen for you from Nanjiang Hotel."

Although the Hero pen is considered the best domestically produced fountain pen, it doesn't compare to the Parker pen; due to the influence of Comrade Wu Hao, Parker pens have been regarded as the best pen brand in the world by several generations of Chinese people. It wasn't until the deepening of the reform and opening up that Chinese people gradually became more affluent, and brands like Montblanc and Bic became known to people, causing Parker to step down from its pedestal.

Nowadays, ordinary people cannot buy Parker pens. These foreign goods are usually only sold in a few special places such as friendship stores and foreign-related hotels, and foreign exchange coupons are needed to purchase them. Qiu Hongjun's words have definitely incurred heavy expenses.

"No need, no need. Parker pens are too expensive! I don't need such a good pen. Let's forget about it!" Lin Lou waved his hand repeatedly. Previously, Lin Shengbin had already reminded him that if Qiu Hongjun gave him a gift, as long as it's not too much, he should accept it to avoid giving Qiu Hongjun more ideas. But if it's a Parker pen, it would be too conspicuous.

"Yes, yes, as Tsinghua University students, why can't we use Sheaffer pens? This is also a token of our factory's support for outstanding university students in Nanjiang! Using this reasoning, we can make public contributions without having to worry about what others might say. It's much more appropriate than directly giving consulting fees to Linlou. There's no reason to directly give money to individuals nowadays."

"It’s really not appropriate. Besides, I really don’t need it. If you sincerely want to give me something, just give me some drawing pens." This is a good opportunity to complete the set of drawing pens for architectural drawing. It's not easy to gather a complete set of drawing tools nowadays, and if Qiu Hongjun is willing to help, it will save a lot of trouble.

He persisted for a few more sentences, seeing Linlou's resolute attitude, Qiu Hongjun also went along with it, "Well, we don't know what pen to use for drawing. How about this, you make a list and I'll get Xiao Zhang to buy it for you!"

Qiu Hongjun has made up his mind. If Linlou does not write enough variety, he will buy him a few more sets. He must reciprocate this favor so that no one can say that I, Qiu Hongjun, am not sincere in my dealings.

"Then I won't be polite!" Lin Lou took the paper and pen, and leaned over the table to write swiftly.

The pencil is mainly used in the draft stage. Generally, it is best to choose a mechanical pencil because the lead of a mechanical pencil is finer and the lines are more consistent. The most commonly used specifications are 0.5, and some 0.3 can also be purchased, and for the hardness of the lead, HB and 2B are more suitable.

For the outline part, you will need to use a dip pen. Different dip pens of varying thickness should be chosen to complete different lines. It is best to use a 0.1 or even 0.05 pen when drawing details, and a slightly thicker one, such as 0.5, when drawing shadows and darker areas. This way, a set of dip pens in various thicknesses is needed.

Pen, or not even a regular pen, it has to be a finer one. Hero released a drawing pen in the 1970s, you can use this instead of pursuing Parker. Let's help Qiu Hongjun save some money.

The pen, pencil, and fine liner are used for sketching and outlining, while coloring requires the use of colored pencils, which should be water-based rather than oil-based.

But when it comes to permanent markers, you have to use oil-based ones. This type of pen was invented by an American in 1953 and was initially used as a marking pen, hence the name "marker pen". It is available in both single and double-tip varieties, and can be used for quick design sketches and coloring in architecture, interior design, and landscape.

I'm not sure if this kind of pen is currently domestically produced. If not, then I'll have to buy imported ones. The American and German ones are too expensive, so the ones produced by RB are good enough. I'll choose the double-headed type, with different thickness of the pen tips for handling different details.

There is also a highlighter, which can enhance the brightness of specific parts of the image. It is mainly used for drawing special scenes such as water ripples in water landscapes and glass in buildings, and sometimes it can also be used for drawing on materials such as glass, plastic, and metal.

In addition, there is correction fluid. If there are mistakes in pencil drawings, an eraser can be used. However, for pens such as fountain pens and needlepoint pens, only correction fluid can be used for corrections.

Since I already have pens, I might as well get a few more rulers. First, I need a parallel ruler, also known as a rolling parallel ruler, which can be used to draw parallel lines, perpendicular lines, various standard curves, and can also accurately draw various angles. It is an essential tool for architectural hand drawing.

Since we're at the paper mill, let's also get some paper. Lin added sketch paper and watercolor paper at the end of the list, one for quick sketches and the other for hand-painted coloring.

During the process of Lin Lou's rapid writing, Qiu Hongjun stood by eagerly watching. He had originally thought that Lin Lou would finish quickly, but to his surprise, Lin Lou wrote a whole page.

"Alright, these are pretty much all the tools needed for architectural drawing. Take a look and let me know if anything is inconvenient to get. If there's anything that's hard to find, I can always buy it when I go to the capital city!" Lin handed over the paper.

Qiu Hongjun took the list with a slightly complicated mood. After a quick glance, his face turned green. What the heck is a marker pen? And what the heck is an automatic pencil? You might as well just ask for two Parker pens directly.

Linlou didn't know that the first domestically produced automatic compensating lead-out automatic pencil would not be available until 1987. Now, if he wants a similar automatic pencil, he must also buy imported goods.

"Xiao Zhang, go to the finance department to pick up the money, buy all these things and send them to Xiao Lin!" But it's not appropriate to change my mind now. Qiu Hongjun could only hand the list to his secretary and let him handle it. At the same time, he was thinking, if there are really expensive items in the list, then he could say they were not available.

As long as the total price of these things meets your expectations, Lin Shengbin won't say anything.

This really gave Xiaozhang a hard time. He ran around all the stationery shops in Nanjiang City with a list in hand, and specifically obtained some foreign exchange vouchers to go to the foreign store at Nanjiang Hotel. It took him a full three days of back and forth running to gather everything that Linlou wanted.

"Lin... Lin, this is the pen you wanted!" Xiao Zhang carried a large box, panting as he climbed the stairs to Lin's house to deliver the item.

"Xiaolou, why do you need so many pens?" Lin Shengbin was a bit bewildered.
Chapter 14 Soft Articles

"These are all necessary for studying architecture! Pencils are for sketching, technical pens are for drawing lines, markers and colored pencils are for coloring... Architecture is both a science and an art, and studying art has always been expensive. These tools are just the basics."

By then, you will still need to go out and experience the charm of architecture in various places. It's not enough to just look at the blueprints. At that time, transportation, accommodation, and living expenses will also cost a lot of money, and those with a slightly weaker financial background really can't afford to study.

In addition to these visible places, the cultural literacy and aesthetic perspective cultivated by the family is equally important for an architect. Many children from rural areas often cannot compare to those from intellectual families in this regard. They might be able to design some conventional buildings, but they may not be able to design creative works.

Their designs often exude a strong craftsmanship, and while practicality may not be an issue, they lack in terms of artistic expression. Of course, this is not absolute. There are academicians in the field of architecture who come from humble backgrounds but have achieved great success. However, in terms of numbers, there are still more who come from urban families and have been culturally influenced since childhood.

"Our school may not have an architecture department, but when I see those kids from the fine arts department in class, there's really so much to it. This time I'm really troubling you, come, take a seat and rest for a while!" Jiang Yunying invited Xiao Zhang to sit down and brought fruits and tea.

Lin Shengbin chatted with him for a while and also expressed his gratitude. Xiaozhang quickly said, "What Lin and his classmates have done for us is nothing compared to the help they provided. If we resumed production one day later, we would have lost a day. Now the factory is finally back on track, and our entire factory can hold its head high and tell the city that we have not wasted the country's precious foreign exchange!"

"Now our factory has become the most powerful and highest-quality paper mill in the adjacent provinces. The factory manager has been praised several times in the city by the leaders. Compared to this, what does it matter to send Lin some study supplies? Moreover, supporting the national education cause, so that our university students can study well, isn't this what should be done?" Xiao Zhang said confidently.

When Jiang Yunying was about to cook, Xiaozhang quickly excused himself and left. Lin Shengbin and Linlou escorted him downstairs before returning home. Just after finishing their meal, someone knocked on the door again.

Upon opening the door, it turned out to be Jia Xinwen, whom we had previously interviewed. "Oh, Reporter Jia! Come in and have a seat. Have you had dinner yet? Let's eat together," he said.

"No, no, I just had my meal. It's not my first time here, there's no need to be so polite," Jiaxin said as he entered, guessing that they had already eaten.

Lin Shengbin exchanged a few polite words, made a pot of tea for him, and Jiang Yunying brought over a few oranges. A few people sat on the sofa and started chatting. Jia Xin interjected, "Actually, this time coming over, it's still about the last thing; after the two articles were published, the readers' response was really enthusiastic."

"The newspaper receives so many letters from readers every day that we could fill a burlap sack with them, and they are all discussing issues related to children's education!" Nowadays, family education is generally quite strict. Suddenly, a novel educational concept has emerged, causing ripples in the tranquil pond.

"Some people say that after using your method, their child became more sensible, and also became willing to be close to themselves. They are willing to tell their family about what happened at school, and their academic performance has also improved. So they specifically wrote to thank you!"

"Some have written about their own family situations, hoping you can offer guidance; while others hope you can write more articles and provide more detailed explanations! So I have come here again, hoping to interview a few more people for you."

The newspaper originally felt that it was not quite appropriate to publish too many articles on the same content. It's not a major news, and they believed that if they let it cool off for a while, readers would naturally forget about it.

However, they ignored the importance of parental education during this period and overlooked the power of the words "Tsinghua University." It has been over a week now, and the newspaper continues to receive a steady stream of related letters. Therefore, they had to face this issue and sent Jia Xinwen over again.

This is a great opportunity for publicity. Since they care so much about their children's education, they should go buy books. The answers to the questions they are eager to know are all written in books!

Lin returned to his bedroom and brought over the sample books delivered by the printing factory. Jiaxin was overjoyed as if he had obtained a treasure, knowing that with these, he would have more content to write about, which would be more useful than conducting ten interviews on his own.

"Xiao Lou is really amazing, being able to publish a book at such a young age!" Jia Xin touched the cover with a complex feeling. He had always considered himself a cultured person and had also entertained the idea of writing a book, but he had never been able to produce anything of value. Now, seeing that 18-year-old Lin Lou had already published a book, he felt a mix of envy, jealousy, and admiration.

"I also heard you mention before that many parents are concerned about their children's education but lack scientifically effective methods, so I wrote this book in the hope of helping them, so that more children can get into college, even Tsinghua University!" Lin Lou said solemnly.

"Haha, it seems that Xiaolin not only has culture, discipline, and morals, but also harbors lofty ideals. He is a true exemplary individual with all four virtues!" Jiaxin praised.

The concept of Sì Yǒu Xīn Rénn was just introduced this year. The chief designer wrote in the headlines of the Chinese Youth News and Instructor magazines, "I hope that children across the country will aspire to be people with ideals, morals, culture, and discipline, and aspire to contribute to the people, the motherland, and humanity."

It was originally written for children, but gradually expanded to include middle school students and even college students. When Jia Xinwen used the concept of chief designer to praise his own child, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying smiled with restraint on their faces, repeatedly expressing politeness, but secretly delighted in their hearts.

"The content for the next article is ready!" Jia Xin pointed to the manuscript and said, "Has this book been delivered to Xinhua Bookstore? I will tell the readers in the newspaper that all the answers they are concerned about are in the book. If they want to know, they should go to Xinhua Bookstore and queue up to buy the book!"

I haven't even mentioned it yet, and you took the initiative to offer to help us write advertorials, and you don't even want reimbursement for your travel expenses. Journalists nowadays are too easy to talk to, right? Linlou gave Jiaxin a total of 32 likes, well done!

The next day, "Nanjiang Daily" published this advertorial. As soon as the readers read it, they immediately went to Xinhua Bookstore to look for this book. They all had the same idea: after reading this book, maybe my child can also get into Tsinghua University!

Thanks Sanlang Xiaobaixing for the 1000 reward, the first reward for this book. Thanks for the resurrection's reward, continue to ask for collection and recommendation.
Chapter 15 How many books do you really need?

Browsing in bookstores in modern times is a very enjoyable activity. You can freely pick up and read the books you want from the shelves, and when you get tired of standing, you can sit on chairs, on the floor, or on the steps to read at your leisure. If you get thirsty, you can go get a drink and sit down to enjoy it slowly. Bookstores like Yanjiyou and Eslite, which are popular on the internet, attract countless people to come and check in every day.

But in the early 1980s, bookstores were not so convenient. Most bookstores during this period had a counter that separated customers from the bookshelves, so when you went to a bookstore, you could only buy books—you couldn't hold a book and read there for free. It was simply a dream to mooch and read books for free in a bookstore.

Can only stare at the books from across the counter, at most just getting to see the cover. With my nearsighted eyes, I can't even satisfy this craving. There are even people using binoculars standing outside the counter to read inside. If you told the booksellers that in the future people can sit and read in the bookstore, they would be quite surprised and think there's something wrong with your brain!

Oh, according to you, who would still spend money to buy books? Just standing there and finishing the book, what about our bonuses? Are we just going to go without?

Nowadays, when buying books, you can only call the salesperson to help you take the books off the shelf. You have to be very careful when speaking, and you have to be picky when buying books. Often, you ask the salesperson to hand you more books or exchange them several times, which will definitely upset the salesperson, and some with a bad temper may even speak disrespectfully.

At this time, it's not about prioritizing the customer. They have stable jobs and can easily set you aside if they're not happy, or even scold you. You won't win in an argument with them, they argue with customers every day and have plenty of experience. Even if you manage to win the argument, it won't benefit you. They won't sell books to you, what will you do then?

Go to another bookstore? Other bookstores are definitely the same, and nowadays there is often only one Xinhua Bookstore in a county. If you don't buy here, you really can't buy it elsewhere.

At this time, if you want to buy books, you must be well-informed. You need to know which books have arrived and which ones can only be purchased through back channels. You need to inquire and find connections. This is because since the recent relaxation of ideology, people have an urgent spiritual need and eagerly want to see the books they are interested in as soon as possible. However, the print runs of these books are limited. If you are not well-informed or go late, the books will have sold out, and you will have to ask others meekly if you can borrow to read.

The Xinhua Bookstore in Nanjiang City is the largest bookstore in the area. The staff here are known for their temper, so customers have to be extra careful when coming in and out. Because in the entire Nanjiang City, and even in the whole Haidong Province, there are certain books that can only be sold here. If you upset the staff, you'll be in big trouble. Basically, if a book is slightly scarce, you can only ask a friend to bring it back when they are on a business trip.

Early in the morning, the saleswoman Liu Weihong from Xinhua Bookstore in Nanjiang City was startled by the long line in front of the bookstore as she passed the street corner. Why were there so many people queuing at the bookstore's entrance? She hurried in through the staff entrance and curiously asked her colleague Ji Xiaoli, "Xiaoli, what book has arrived again? Why do I feel like there are even more people coming than when the revised edition of 'The Second Handshake' was released last year?"

"The Second Handshake," originally called "Return," is a book published by China Youth Publishing House in 1975. It is written by Zhang Yang and depicts the love story between college students Su Guanlan and Ding Jieqiong. Their love faces opposition from Su's father, and Ding goes to the United States to study and becomes a famous atomic physicist. Su, who stays in the country, becomes a medical professor and eventually falls in love and gets married to Ye Yuhuan, the daughter of his father's old friend.

However, Ding Jieqiong, who was far away in the United States, rejected all the pursuit of men, wholeheartedly fulfilling the love agreement with Su. With the help of Premier Zhou, she returned to the country, only to realize that the tragedy of love was irreparable. She insisted on going to the border area and was later moved by Su Guanlan and her husband's sincerity and stayed in Beijing to dedicate herself to scientific research.

Shortly after the publication of this book, it was banned for praising Stinking Ninth, advocating scientific salvation of the country, and promoting love. It was only just lifted last year, and as soon as it was, it caused a sensation nationwide, selling more than 4.3 million copies in a short period of time. At that time, the entrance of the Xinhua Bookstore in Nanjiang City also had long queues like this.

"What book? An excellent book! Hurry to the library, others are already choosing, you should pick some too!" Ji Xiaoli pulled out a parcel from under the counter, "I just managed to get ten copies after negotiating with the boss for ages. The ones that were delivered this time are almost all taken by them. If you go there late, there won't be anything left."

"Let it go, I don't like reading anyway! There aren't many literate relatives in our family, so what's the point!" Liu Weihong said indifferently. The bookstore staff often take some popular books in advance and sell them to relatives, which can also earn some favors. However, these books have to be purchased at full price, and if they don't sell, they will end up being a burden.

"This time it's different! Just a few days ago, when you were reading the newspaper, didn't you envy the Lin family for teaching their children? This book was written by them, and it's about how to raise children. Your son will be going to elementary school next year. Don't you want little Tiger to go to Tsinghua University?" Jixiaoli was really worried for her.

"What? The book mentioned in the Southern River Daily two days ago? Why didn't you say so earlier? I'll go right now!" Liu Weihong hurried to the bookshop, took a few steps, and then quickly returned, "Xiaoli, do you have any money with you? I didn't expect to come so soon and I don't have any money with me!"

"They didn't bring any either! You grab the books first and store them under the counter with me. Then we can just pay the finance department when we go back for lunch. The leaders won't say anything! Remember, you need to take more books. It will be a big favor in return. Who doesn't want their children to attend a good university?" Ji Xiaoli instructed, as if reading this book would guarantee a spot in Tsinghua University for the child.

"Ok!" This time, Liu Weihong didn't mention that the family relatives don't like to read. They may not read other books, but books that can help their children get into a good university are not to be missed!

She returned after a few steps, looked around mysteriously, and noticing that no one was paying attention, she leaned in close to Ji Xiaoli's ear and whispered, "Xiaoli, I think something's not quite right. If I give the book to my relatives and they read it, won't my children have to compete with theirs in the future? Should I just take one copy?"

"Hmm, why didn't I think of that!" Ji Xiaoli regretted a bit when she thought about her ten books. These secret techniques should have been kept private, why should she give them away? Her sister-in-law's children already had better academic performance than hers, and now with this book, it would be even worse. Won't my children always be inferior to her children?

What should I do? Should I return a few of them?
Chapter 16 Additional Printing

"Wei Hong, why are you only just arriving? Hurry to the library and get the books, then come back to tidy up and get ready to open the door. Didn't you see so many people waiting outside? We're definitely going to be busy all day today!" The leader came out from behind and urged hastily.

"Leader, leader, may I ask if I can return these books?" Ji Xiaoli hurriedly asked the leader in a low voice.

"Why? Why do you want to decline? Don't you usually have a lot of social visits with your relatives?" The leader was somewhat puzzled. "It's such a good opportunity to give gifts, and you're giving up?"

"No, it was just Wei Hong who reminded me..." Ji Xiaoli's face turned slightly red as she repeated what Liu Weihong had said to the leader. "...I suddenly realized that while other books could help them catch up, this one definitely wouldn't work." She was still counting on her own child to completely outshine the others.

"Hehe, I've been telling both of you to read more books in your spare time, but you never listen. Now you're both acting confused! Have you ever thought that even if your family couldn't get hold of this book, there are still many people lining up outside? When they buy the book, your children will still face the competition!" Their leader found their pettiness amusing.

"Oh? So, does that mean I got this book for nothing?" Ji Xiaoli also realized, "Oh right, how could I forget about that."

"No free lunch, think about it. Originally, no one had it, but now some people do and some people don't. Those who have this book have the advantage, the early bird gets the worm. If you don't take it, someone else will benefit. And it's not like anyone who takes the book back will benefit. With the two of you being not very bright, you probably won't even understand the principles discussed in the book, will you? The leader secretly criticized in his heart, feeling that people like him who have read some books are more likely to understand the methods in the book."

I quickly took the book! Liu Weihong didn't say anything either, so I hurriedly ran to the library and brought back ten books. Well, if my relatives want them, I'll give it to them, except for my sister-in-law's family! When I got married, she was very critical. I will remember this for a lifetime!

The door opened, and the crowd surged in with a clamor, rushing to the counter and shouting, "Help me get four copies of 'Good Parents, Good Parenting'!" This is the title that was discussed and agreed upon with the publisher. The current title is not as exaggerated as the one in the future, but with Jia Xinwen's promotion, it is attractive enough to entice readers.

"A book for 88 cents, five books for 4 yuan and 40 cents. Buy one more, it's easier to calculate!" Liu Weihong said without a doubt, then directly took five books and slapped them over, "Are you buying or not? If not, step aside and let the next person come!" The current salesperson was just that commanding.

"Buy, buy, buy!" This customer hesitated for a moment and then took out five yuan from his pocket to hand it over. Before he could leave the store, someone approached him and said, "Did you buy an extra book? Can you give it to me?"

"No need, I just remembered that my second cousin's family also has a child, and they can use the extra one!" In fact, he was referring to a leader in his own unit when he mentioned "second cousin." Even if I give you the book, I'd only get back eight-eight cents, whereas giving it to the leader would earn me some favors, isn't that better?"

In no time, all the books on the counter were sold out. Liu Weihong shouted, "Wait a moment, I'll go to the storeroom to get more. Those in line behind, please have your change ready. I've run out of change here."

The staff brought over two more boxes of books, but they were sold out in less than ten minutes. This happened repeatedly until even the books in the library were emptied. Liu Weihong then started to urge people to leave, saying, "Those who still want to buy 'Good Parents, Good Education', please disperse. The books are sold out, and queuing up is just a waste of time!"

"It took me great effort to request for leave, how come it's sold out? Can't you guys prepare more?" A wail rose from the crowd.

"Don't come to me for this, go talk to the publishing house!"

"When will there be a new book?"

"Don't come to me for this matter, go and talk to the publishing house!" Liu Weihong skillfully dealt with it, feeling a little regretful in her heart, maybe I should have taken a few more copies.

The words of ordinary customers can be ignored by the bookstore, but they cannot ignore the words of certain leaders. After all, leaders also have children who want to attend good universities. So, the feedback from various bookstores quickly reached the South River University Press, and some leaders even called them directly.

"Okay, okay, I got it. Don't worry, we will start reprinting as soon as possible... We will work hard to overcome the paper shortage issue and it is our responsibility to provide excellent books to our readers!" Old Zhang from the publishing house reassured over the phone, "I will immediately contact the author and the printing press!"

After hanging up the phone, Old Zhang was stunned for a moment before shaking his head and sighing, "I thought this book would sell well, but I didn't expect it to sell so well. It's only the first day of its release, right? Not only did the bookstore request additional stock, but many leaders also called specifically to urge it!"

"You don't even think about it. How many people are there in Nanjiang City? And how many of them care about children's education? Plus, with the promotion from the Nanjiang Daily, ten thousand copies of the book will be gone in no time, right? In my opinion, we should print more copies to avoid being rushed in a few days!" His colleague laughed and said, "If the book sells well, they will also benefit. It looks like this month's bonus is on the way."

"100,000 copies? Isn't that a bit too many? 50,000 should be enough, right?" Old Zhang still seemed a bit hesitant.

"You shouldn't just focus on our city, Nanjiang. Haven't you seen that the Haixia Daily has also started reprinting articles from the Nanjiang Daily? How many people are there in the whole Haixia Province? Once it's printed, if it's distributed to other cities, in just a month, we can sell out a hundred thousand copies!" Wouldn't our bonus be even greater then?

Nowadays, major publishing houses are making money from publishing books. The resources at Nanjiang University Press are limited, and they have been envious of other publishing houses' success for a long time. Finally, their turn has come, and if they miss this opportunity, they don't know when they will encounter such a good opportunity again. So, Mr. Zhang was quickly persuaded by his colleagues and immediately went to report to the leader.

The leader conducted a meeting and quickly made a decision to print 200,000 copies for the second printing. In the leader's words, "Don't limit your focus to just this province. Such a good book will definitely be needed by readers in other provinces as well. Quickly get moving and mobilize your social resources to distribute this book to markets in other provinces as soon as possible."

Finally, he specifically instructed, "Lao Zhang, go to the Lin family and deliver this good news to Teacher Jiang and them, and also deliver the manuscript fee to them! Don't let Teacher Jiang and them wait anxiously!"

So, at dinnertime, Lao Zhang arrived at the Lin family's home.
Chapter 17: Yellow Croaker

"Old Zhang is here? You haven't eaten yet, have you? Let's have a meal together?" Lin Shengbin opened the door and greeted Old Zhang as he came in. When he went to work today, he took a detour to the bookstore and saw the long line outside, which made him feel much relieved.

"I won't be polite then!" Today I came to give you some money, and Lao Zhang really enjoyed this meal. As soon as he entered, he handed over the bundle of hemp rope in his hand. "Coincidentally, some relatives in the countryside sent over a few fish. I can't finish them all by myself, so I brought one for you too!"

"Hi, just come on in, why be so polite? Yunying, tidy up a bit and bring out my bottle of Maotai. Tonight, Lao Zhang and I will enjoy a few drinks!" Lin Shengbin exchanged some pleasantries and took the fish handed to Jiang Yunying.

"You guys can have some tea first, and I'll go prepare the fish!" After Jiang Yunying helped them brew the tea, she went to the kitchen to start working.

At this point, Linlou finally woke up from his shock. The fish was about sixty to seventy centimeters long, thin and slender. It had a brownish-yellow color on the sides and upper body, while its scales on the underside and belly shimmered with a golden light. Is this the Yellow Croaker? It looks like it weighs around ten kilograms. I didn't expect to see a wild Yellow Croaker this heavy. How much is this worth?

The income of architects is not low. Designers with some reputation, like Linlou, can definitely be considered as part of the white-collar class. In addition to meeting with clients daily, Linlou has also dined and socialized with numerous people. However, he has never seen a ten-pound yellow croaker before.

In modern times, Chinese fishing vessels travel around the world to fish, and the wild yellow croaker near the coast was overfished many years ago. If you're lucky enough to catch one weighing over a pound, the ship owner will boast about it for a long time. If you're really lucky and catch one over five pounds, all the market bosses will come over to fight for it, and they won't even spare you a glance if it weighs less than five thousand yuan per pound.

This is the price just lifted from the sea, and it needs to go through several processes before being delivered to the restaurant. It's clearly stated on the sky-high menu of No. 5 in the western suburbs of Shanghai: "Wild large yellow croaker, weighing 7 jin and 4 liang, priced at 15,800 yuan per jin, and the whole fish at 169,200 yuan."

As for the ten-pound large yellow croaker, everyone laughed. What a joke! Can you still catch wild large yellow croakers weighing ten pounds? It's probably from someone's fish farm, right? It must be the ones that escaped from the fish farm and lived for a few more years. Even fish farms don't have ones that big.

Wild yellow croaker weighing over 5 kilograms also has a standard price. If it weighs over 10 kilograms, it will have to be auctioned. It can easily fetch over 200,000 yuan. If this were in the future, just based on this yellow croaker, the disciplinary commission would have to have a talk with Lin Shengbin, let alone the eight-point regulations. This fish alone is enough to warrant charges of bribery, and it is a significant amount at that, carrying a minimum of ten years imprisonment.

Old Zhang feels a little embarrassed, "The recent wind and waves at sea have been a bit strong, so I didn't catch any big ones. This time, please make do with what I have caught. If you think it tastes okay, then next time when I catch bigger ones, I'll have them specifically delivered to you!"

Not even ten catties qualifies as big; if the people dining in West Suburb No. 5 heard this, wouldn't they be infuriated? Linlou was once again speechless. With the family worried about scraping together 20,000 yuan, who would have expected that encountering a ten-catty wild yellow croaker would be met with such composure? If this were in the future, selling this fish would be enough to live in the United States for a year, right?

"Oh right, I almost forgot about this." Lao Zhang took out a thick file bag from his bag and handed it to Lin Shenbin. "I came here today to give you the author's remuneration. Originally, according to the standard, new writers get three to five yuan per thousand words. But since we are publishing this book ourselves, we raised the standard and calculated it as eight yuan per thousand words. However, now that the book is selling well, our president has raised it again to directly give ten yuan per thousand words. It's not that we don't want to give more, it's just that this is the highest standard set by the country!"

"The book Xiaolou has a total of 256,800 words. For those less than a thousand words, they are calculated as one thousand words. Therefore, the payment is 2,570 yuan. In addition, there is a printing royalty, which is 5% of the basic royalty per ten thousand copies. Previously, ten thousand copies were printed, amounting to 128.5 yuan. This time, an additional two hundred thousand copies were printed, which is the same as the basic royalty. So, the total amount is 5,268.5 yuan. Please remind Xiaolou to provide me with a receipt!"

Is it over 5,000? It's the combined four-year salary for me and my spouse! Now I'm in a daze, feeling like I've turned into Lin Shengbin. "Lao Zhang, printing 200,000 copies at once, isn't that a bit too much? What if we can't sell them?"

"Haha, I've been working in the publishing house for so many years, and it's the first time I've heard of an author complaining about printing too many copies! You can rest assured, in just one day, the previous ten thousand copies have been sold out. And that's just in our city of Nanjiang. Selling two hundred thousand copies in the entire province of Haidong is not at all excessive!" Old Zhang laughed heartily.

Haidong Province is a coastal province with a more active economy compared to inland provinces. It has traditionally been a place for education, and the local people place great importance on education. There is no need to worry about the market for this book in Haidong Province.

"We haven't even reached out proactively yet, but the local city bookstore has already called us, urging us to quickly print and send the book over. Oh, our bonus for this year really depends on this book. Speaking of which, I really need to thank you!" The chubby Old Zhang laughed, resembling Maitreya Buddha.

Lin Lou's emotions are quite complicated now, how much bonus did you get, probably a few tens of dollars? Is it a big deal? Just for the sake of a few tens of dollars in bonus, you brought over a wild 200,000 yuan worth of giant yellow croaker to express gratitude? Isn't that a huge loss?

"Then I'll take it. Xiaolou, go write a receipt for Uncle Zhang!" Lin Shengbin then took the envelope and instructed that as the author of this book is Lin Lou, he should be the one to issue the receipt.

"Let's count it again. It's best to settle money matters face to face to avoid any problems!" Old Zhang insisted, and Lin Shengbin then hesitantly took out the cash from the envelope to count.

The main currency used now is the third set of Renminbi issued on April 20, 1962, with a maximum denomination of ten yuan. The obverse features the image of "People's Representatives Stepping out of the Great Hall of the People," commonly known as the Big Unity. If there are more than five thousand yuan, that would be more than five hundred bills. It took Lin Shengbin quite a while to count them all.

"See, I told you there's no problem. You made me go through all this trouble for nothing." They both relaxed at the same time, and Linlou handed over the receipt that he had prepared long ago.

Lin Shengbin smiled apologetically, and then went back to the bedroom. He opened the cabinet, took out a small box, put the money-filled file folder in it, locked the box and cabinet, feeling a weight lifted off his shoulders. With this over five thousand yuan, and borrowing some from relatives and friends, he would have enough money for Lin Qiao's overseas trip.

After coming out, I laughed with Old Zhang. Everything was understood without the need for words. At that moment, a fragrant aroma filled the air as Jiang Yunying and Lin Qiao brought out a large steaming pot. "The steamed fish is ready, come and have a meal!"

Finally, I can eat. Lin Lou swallowed a mouthful of saliva.
Chapter 18: Brothers united in spirit are invincible

The wild yellow croaker is such a good ingredient. There is no need for complicated cooking methods. Just make a few cuts on the back, marinate with green onion, ginger, salt, and cooking wine for a while. Stir-fry bamboo shoots, pickled peppers, ginger, and minced meat, season and pour over the fish, then steam over high heat. Finally, place shredded green onions on the fish, heat the oil until hot, pour it over the green onions to bring out the fragrance of the scallion oil.

The fish was just too big, so the Lin family couldn't find a plate big enough to fit it, and ended up serving it directly in a basin. Sitting down at the table, Lin closed his eyes and took a deep breath, feeling a bit intoxicated by the aroma.

Lin Shengbin opened a white wine bottle and poured a full glass for Lao Zhang, "This is from my business trip to Guizhou ten years ago. It was a gift from a local organization. I've been reluctant to drink it, but today I've decided to open it. Let's have a good drink and celebrate!"

Is this the Three Revolutions? Linlou saw the words on the back label. This Maotai has been sold for millions per case at auctions in later generations. This meal is quite luxurious.

After Lin Shengbin and Lao Zhang had clinked their glasses, they finally started to eat. Lin picked up a piece of fish with his chopsticks and put it in his mouth. The exquisite taste he had never experienced before kept stimulating his taste buds. This natural deliciousness of the ingredients was incomparable to the flavors of MSG or chicken essence.

Although the 1980s were a time of material scarcity, there were many pleasures that future generations would not have. For example, this wild yellow croaker weighing ten jin, which cannot be eaten even with money in the future.

"Teacher Jiang's skills are truly exceptional. My spouse always ruins the yellow croaker when cooking it, but this time I am in for a treat! Here, I raise my glass to you!" Old Zhang raised his thumb up.

"If it weren't for your help, I wouldn't know when this book could be published. Thanks a lot for this matter! Let's have another toast! With this, we have nearly enough money for Xiaoqiao's study abroad. I feel relieved now, like a big stone has finally been lifted from my heart."

"It's great to go abroad. If our child could achieve half of what your two have achieved, that would be wonderful! If he could go abroad, I would sell everything I have to support him!" After a few sighs, Old Zhang disclosed some information to them, "Our president said that we not only have to sell in this province, but also sell this book to other provinces. Maybe in a while, there will be a third printing royalty."

It would be great if it were like this. Then there's no need to borrow money from others. Even if it's a little late, it doesn't matter. Anyway, even if Lin Qiao goes to the United States, can he still continue to remit money to him?

"You have really been too much trouble. I will prepare these few days and invite the president and other leaders of your unit to have a meal this weekend. You can't refuse!" Lin Shengwu picked up his cup again.

"You slow me down, Moutai is good, but drinking it so quickly is overwhelming! As for the meal, it should be our company treating your family, if it weren't for you, our year-end bonus would be at risk!" Lao Zhang worked in a quiet unit like the publishing house, and he had experienced many drinking sessions, but under Lin Shengbin's lead, he was feeling a bit overwhelmed after just a few glasses.

The meal was a great success and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The ten-pound yellow croaker was eaten completely and the Maotai liquor was finished. It was not until 9 pm that Lao Zhang left feeling tipsy. Linlou and Linqiao brothers helped clean up the house while Jiang Yunying cut open the fish maw that had just been taken out and prepared to dry it.

The dried product made from the dried swim bladders of large yellow croaker is called fish glue, also known as fish stomach or flower glue. It is one of the eight treasures of the sea and has an extremely delicious taste, even more delicious than large yellow croaker itself. The swim bladder of wild large yellow croaker is very thick, making it very suitable for making fish glue, while the swim bladder of farmed ones is thinner. This is also a small trick to determine whether a large yellow croaker is wild or not.

Upon hearing the sound of Lin Shengbin going upstairs, Jiang Yunying instructed him, "Go and bring the sobering soup for your dad to drink. Ah, I really don't understand why he enjoys drinking so much. Every time he has it, he acts as if his life depends on it."

"It's nothing, the two of us only finished one bottle, that's not enough to even get started." Lin Shengbin was still sober. Today, only people like Lao Zhang would come. If it were someone from other popular units, we would have to drink at least three bottles."

After tidying up, Lin Shengbin called them into the living room. "We have good news today. Xiaoqiao has secured the money to study abroad. However, there are some things I need to tell you in advance."

"Xiao Qiao, logically speaking, your mother and I should be the ones paying for your study abroad. However, you know the situation in our family. Although your mother and I have saved some money over the years, it is still not enough to support your study abroad. Therefore, we can only use your younger brother's manuscript fee to help you for now!" Lin Shengbin's allocation is very clear. Although they are family, this manuscript fee is indeed earned by Lin Lou and is different from their own savings.

"Dad, why are you saying this? What's the difference between my money and your money?" Linlou said, "I've been spending your money all this time growing up!"

"That's something I should be spending on you. Don't interrupt, wait for your dad to finish speaking!" Jiang Yunying interrupted him.

"I'm saying this, Xiaomiao, don't put pressure on yourself. The most important thing is that you and your brother have a good relationship since childhood. As soon as your younger brother heard that you didn't have enough money to go abroad, he immediately helped you find a solution. I also know that you work as a tutor outside. After you go to the United States, don't overthink things, focus on studying, and make the most of your time in a more important way!"

"I know that in the United States, the salary for dishwashing is quite high. Even mid-level officials can't compare. But you can't just go and wash dishes for others just because of this!"

"This is not about worrying that you will suffer, but about using your time in key areas. If you want to do some part-time work, try to choose something related to your major, like assisting a teacher with experiments or interning at a large company in the United States. You need to make use of what you have learned all these years!" During this time, Lin Shengbin has also collected a lot of information about studying abroad, and now he is telling Lin Qiao everything he has found out.

"I heard that the food over there is not only expensive, but also difficult to get used to. When you go, bring some spices with you. If you can't adapt, you can cook for yourself," Jiang Yunying also reminded, worried about her son traveling far away.

"Since your younger brother's manuscript fee was given to you, you can just spend it and don't need to repay. Later on, your mother and I will figure out a way to make up for your younger brother." These are mentioned in advance so that Lin Qiao doesn't think too much about it later. Lin Shengbin doesn't want the two brothers to have any disagreements over this matter, after all, they have always been very close since childhood.

"I said it's not necessary!" Linlou muttered.

"No need, I made money in the United States, so I will definitely contribute to buying the small building!" Lin Qiao insisted. Seeing the brothers' consideration, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying both felt comforted.

It is indeed convenient to make money in the United States. We, brothers, are of one mind and will share with you the ways to make money tomorrow.
Chapter 19 The Ideal State of a Designer

"Linlou, I really owe you big time this time!" On the bus to South Jiang University, Lin Qiao brought up yesterday's events again. He knew very well that if Linlou hadn't written the book in time, he would have definitely suffered in the United States.

Of course, this is not to say that he is unwilling to do the dishes, but as Lin Shengbin said, it's not easy to go abroad, so he needs to use his time in more crucial areas. With financial security, he can focus on studying in the library, writing programs in the computer room, and seeking advice from professors in the United States.

"Do you still remember? When we were kids, a classmate was picking on me, and as soon as you heard about it, you went over and fought off three of them single-handedly. Since then, no one dared to bully me in the class because they knew I had an amazing older brother! I used to rely on you, but now that I've grown up, I can also help you. I am very happy!" Thinking back on these memories, Linlou also felt some emotion. This kind of experience is something the only child in future generations wouldn't be able to experience.

"I can't believe it! After the fight, I found my clothes torn, and when I got home, my mom found out. I was afraid to tell the truth because I didn't want to get punished. In the end, you stood up and said that you were the one who playfully tore my clothes. Mom picked up the broom and hit you. You cried so loudly that the whole yard could hear it. You took the beating for me!" Lin Qiao laughed, reminiscing about the mischievous and happy childhood experiences they had together.

The bus arrived at the station, and the two brothers got off the bus. They saw that there was also a long line outside the bookstore at the entrance of Nanjiang University. The people in line were clearly different from those at the Xinhua Bookstore. Most of them were parents with children, while here, it was mostly young students. Lin Qiao couldn't help but feel puzzled, "Why do you think they are buying these books?"

"You forgot, the last chapter is about your experience of studying abroad! Nowadays, who studying in university doesn't want to go abroad? The majority of students just don't know how to apply, once your case is in there, won't they be eager to buy it? Speaking of which, you actually deserve credit for this book. If it weren't for you typing, it wouldn't have been published so quickly!" Lin Lou didn't want him to feel too much pressure.

"I haven't even written one-tenth of it, as for typing, someone else can do it too!" Lin Qiao shook his head, and did not feel that she deserved the money for it.

When he arrived at the computer room, Lin pulled out two packets of Zhonghua cigarettes from his pocket and secretly handed them to the teacher in charge. "Thanks to you, my book has been published." He often came here to use the computers, and occasionally brought some gifts. It made the teacher feel good. Lin understood these social niceties well, knowing that bidding was never just about professional matters.

Why has Be Yuming been able to thrive overseas? In addition to his exceptional architectural design talent, he also knows very well how to handle clients.

In 1955, the US Congress passed the Presidential Libraries Act, which states that after leaving office, a US president can build a library in their hometown to store their documents, which will be managed by the National Archives and Records Administration.

In 1963, President Kennedy was assassinated, and his widow, Jacqueline, was responsible for building a private library for him. At that time, I.M. Pei was just an up-and-coming designer. He competed with one of the most famous modernist architects, Mies van der Rohe, and the most prominent American architect since Frank Lloyd Wright, Louis Kahn, for the project.

Jacqueline had a meeting with Miss, who was arrogant and casually smoking a cigar while discussing her ideas. On the other hand, Louis, with his unkempt appearance and scars on half of his face, spoke in a cryptic and difficult-to-understand manner, leaving a very bad impression on Jacqueline.

When we look at Ieoh Ming Pei, he studied Jacqueline's preferences and rearranged his architectural office accordingly. From the arrangement of the furniture and chairs to the display of items, to the arrangement of fresh flowers, everything was redesigned and arranged according to Jacqueline's preferences. Not only that, to welcome Jacqueline, Ieoh Ming Pei also carefully dressed himself, exuding a gentlemanly demeanor.

This attitude left a very good impression on Jacqueline, and the rest of the conversation went very smoothly. In the end, I.M. Pei secured the project. After the completion of the library last year, it caused a sensation in the American architectural world due to its innovative design and bold form, and was recognized as one of the greatest masterpieces in American architectural history.

Ieoh Ming Pei also became one of the hottest architects of the moment. The Chinese government invited him to design the Xiangshan Hotel, and the French President Mitterrand also invited him to be in charge of the renovation of the Louvre.

I.M. Pei's eloquence also captivated Mitterrand, not only did they become friends, but he also helped him resolve conflicts with his political enemies. When Mitterrand invited I.M. Pei to participate in the bidding, the now famous I.M. Pei, with grace and dominance, said, "I'm too old to participate in the bidding. If you're willing to trust me, please just give this project directly to me."

Mitterrand was conquered by his momentum, and he agreed without hesitation, providing him with all the support, which is how the classic glass pyramid of the Louvre came to be.

This is the ideal state of an architect! Without the need to bother with competitive bidding, one can obtain desired projects solely based on their own reputation. Just thinking about this, Linlou is filled with longing.

Building design, like other art categories, relies heavily on reputation. With a good reputation, projects and profits will flow in like tides. And the only way to gain reputation is to produce impressive works. Before gaining fame, besides honing artistic skills, emotional intelligence is equally important.

The gift from Linlou made the teacher in charge of the computer room very happy. It's a great honor to receive such a gift from China. "Oh, I must share your joy!" He then put the cigarette in the deepest part of the drawer. He couldn't bear to smoke such a good cigarette. It could be very useful in current times!

Give a pack of cigarettes to the leader of the school logistics department, maybe then I can get my rural relatives to work in the school cafeteria. With these two packs of cigarettes, even if Linlou and Linqiao come every day during the summer vacation, the teachers won't have any objections.

The two brothers sat down in front of the computer in the corner, and after booting up, Lin Qiao told Lin Lou about the current situation of graphic interaction software. "Ivan Sutherland's Sketchpad works like this: when the light pen moves on the computer screen, it measures the movement of the pen in the horizontal and vertical directions through a raster system, thus reconstructing the lines generated by the movement of the light pen on the screen. Once the lines appear on the screen, they can be manipulated in any way, including elongation, shortening, rotation at any angle, and can be connected to represent any object. Objects can also be rotated at any angle to show their arbitrary orientation..."
Chapter 20: Motivation at the Door

Many of the ideas in Sketchpad were revolutionary, and its influence has continued to this day. Ivan Sutherland was honored as the "father of computer graphics" for this achievement and was awarded the Turing Award, the highest honor in the computer field, in 1988.

After inventing Sketchpad, he spent three years at Harvard, and then was invited to teach at the University of Utah. The University of Utah's computer science department became a leading research center in computer graphics at that time, leading to further improvements in graphics and animation technology.

It is worth mentioning that Satherland met an outstanding student, Nolan Bushnell, here. He developed the famous game software "Pong" based on what he learned from Satherland and founded the renowned game company Atari. Atari created the brilliance of arcade games, propelling the American game industry to its peak and rapidly disrupting it.

Lin Qiao continued to talk about his knowledge of computer-aided design software. "As for CAD, I don't know much about it. I've only seen some introductions in journals. Engineers from Boeing, Ford, Citroen, MIT, and General Motors have modified many versions, but due to insufficient computer processing power and other reasons, its usage is not widespread."

"Linglou said, 'Being able to handle lines, precisely measure line lengths, and freely design line angles already meets the most basic needs of architectural design! Regardless, we need to get this software out as soon as possible. I don't want to draw like those architects today, purely by hand.'"

Before the emergence of AutoCAD and other drawing software, architectural design drawings were created using drawing boards on oversized paper. To complete a design drawing, designers may require various tools such as drawing boards, different grades of pencils, erasers, T-squares, triangles, etc. In those days, when you entered a design institute, you would see designers laboriously drawing while leaning over their desks.

Drawing with pen and paper has a major drawback aside from being laborious, which is that you cannot make frequent modifications to the paper. It's a little better if you are drawing with a pencil, as mistakes can be erased, but even the eraser is not perfect and each time you erase, it causes some damage to the paper.

When you've worked hard to almost finish drawing the blueprint, but make a mistake on the last part, erase it with an eraser, only to hear a tearing sound as the paper gets a hole, the designer feels like dying. The entire blueprint needs to be redrawn, and it would be worse if a pen was used. It's also difficult to use correction fluid, making this type of blueprint more prone to issues than those drawn with pencils.

This is not the worst part. The blueprints used by urban planners are even larger than those used by architects. Many times, they have to climb onto the paper to draw. Getting their clothes dirty is a small matter, but if they accidentally smudge or tear certain lines while lying on the paper, it's truly heartbreaking.

The invention of CAD finally rescued designers from tedious drawing work, although they still need to draw a large number of drawings, computer-aided drafting is much easier than manual drawing.

Modification is easy, just click on the incorrect lines to delete them and then redraw them. If you find that you made a mistake, it's okay, you can just restore the previous lines. You don't need a ruler or a protractor, just use the mouse to draw perfectly straight lines that can't be any straighter, and you can make any angle you want.

For designers, CAD is like a car for travelers, a calculator for finance, and Viagra for experienced drivers - it's simply an essential tool.

"On the American side, CAD software is mainly used for industrial design. However, from what you've said, it seems like it can also be used for architectural design," Lin Qiao pondered and said.

"Yes, in a sense, architectural design drawings are similar to industrial design, both are a combination of lines." Lin Lou took out a pen and paper, quickly sketched a rough draft of a building, and presented the main structure of the building to Lin Qiao with a few simple horizontal, vertical, and diagonal lines. "With the current level of computer technology, this kind of graphics can be easily achieved!"

"If reverse engineering can be applied to architectural design, can it also be applied to industrial design? If a software like this can be developed, it would be amazing!" Lin Qiao's eyes were filled with excitement. "If I can finish it before the exchange program ends, maybe the teachers at Stanford will even ask me to stay and become their graduate student!"

"Definitely can stay!" If you excel in AutoCAD, and your school teachers still do not recognize your skill, it only means that your teacher wants to discredit your research achievements.

As soon as I think of this, Lin Lou quickly reminded, "It's not just about academic achievements. The United States is different from us. It's a capitalist country where money is paramount. Since this software can provide great assistance to design firms, it must contain economic benefits." I still hope you can make money and share it with me. You can't just give this thing away for free to others.

"I saw an article there last time, which said that there was a student named Bill Gates at Harvard University. He started writing programs in high school. He first wrote a program that could arrange schedules, sold it to their school, and earned $4,200!" Lin cited the example of the future world's richest man.

"Four thousand two hundred dollars!" Lin Qiao was shocked. This was twice the amount he had budgeted for studying abroad. A high school student could earn this much, and here he was, about to graduate from college and still relying on his family. He couldn't help feeling ashamed.

"Not only that! When he was in college, he and his high school classmate Paul Allen wrote a program that could run on the Altair 8800, which they sold to MITS for $3000, but the corresponding royalties amounted to $180,000. Paul Allen was Bill Gates's high school classmate, and Steve Ballmer was his college roommate. Later, both of them became billionaires. It seems that meeting outstanding classmates is so important."

"After that, Bill Gates dropped out of Harvard and founded his own computer programming company. Maybe this guy will make a fortune in the future! Calculating the time, it's probably just the beginning of a great opportunity in his life. Due to his mother's connections, he established a relationship with IBM and was preparing to develop the operating system for IBM's PC."

Subsequently, classmate Gates purchased an operating system named QDOS for $50,000, made some improvements, renamed the product DOS, and then licensed it to IBM for use. This marked the start of his path to immense wealth. After fifteen years, he rose to become the world's richest person, maintaining his position in the top three for over twenty years thereafter.

"Eighteen thousand dollars!" Lin Qiao felt a bit dizzy, "Can my software really sell for so much money?"
Chapter 21: Hand-drawing

You're underestimating the influence of CAD. It's a software that almost all designers around the world will be using in the future. Even a hundred and eighty billion dollars wouldn't be a problem, let alone 180,000 dollars.

However, this is not something that can be achieved overnight, as any software needs a period of promotion. Therefore, Lin Lou reminded Lin Qiao, "Architectural firms are still accustomed to hand-drawing, and there will definitely be many problems with the software when it is first made. So, initially, it's best to give it away for free, then modify it based on their feedback. When they understand the benefits of this kind of software and start to rely on it, then you can start charging for a better version!"

The founder of Autodesk, John Walker, also did the same. The first version of AutoCAD was very rudimentary, with no dimensioning, text alignment, color definition, or graphic output capabilities, making it almost impossible to use. Therefore, he chose to give it away for free, and then communicated with the designers to understand their needs. Based on this, he added features, and only then did a mature version come about.

Lin Lou was originally a designer and familiar with various versions of AutoCAD, so he could save a lot of energy. He sketched the early mature AutoCAD software interface on paper and began to explain it to Lin Qiao, "From my perspective, I hope the software can have such functions. Drawing lines, adjusting angles, and so on are a given. In addition, it should also have dimension labeling functionality, allowing me to clearly see the dimensions of the architecture..."

"…There is also a text alignment function. There should be some text explanations on the drawings as well. If it's not tidy enough, it will definitely affect the aesthetics. The most important is the graphic output function. After all, the design drawings need to be put on paper. You can't just bring a computer for the workers to build a house, right? If the drawings are not printed out, then this software is useless!"

Lin Qiao carefully records and occasionally explains to Lin Lou how to achieve this function, what difficulties exist at the moment, and how to overcome them with the appropriate methods...

The two brothers discussed for a whole morning and probably had some idea in mind. "I got it. I'll try to do it slowly first. No matter how well you talk about it, it's no use if you can't do it. The real understanding comes from actually doing it."

"Alright, let's go eat first! We'll come back in the afternoon!" The two brothers left the computer room and arrived at the school cafeteria. Although it was summer vacation, there were still many students in the school.

The current train ticket prices are not cheap. The full price of a hard seat from Guangzhou to Wuchang is 21.7 yuan, which is equivalent to a month's salary for a worker. Converted to the income and consumption standards of the future, it is even more expensive than a business class flight. Therefore, students who live far from school often do not go home for all four years of college in order to save money.

Sorry, I really can't go back. It would cost two months' salary for a worker to make a round trip, and if it's farther, like Urumqi, Harbin, Kunming and other places, it might take half a year's salary. So they prefer to stay in school, and the school also understands the students' difficulties, allowing them to use the dormitories during winter and summer vacations.

And continue to open some public facilities such as canteens, classrooms, libraries, etc., so that they can continue their studies, and even have some valuable work-study opportunities.

They could have also gone to the staff canteen to have lunch with Jiang Yunying. However, yesterday Jiang Yunying said that she would be out of school at noon today, so they had to figure it out themselves. They spent one yuan, along with food and meat coupons, to buy some meat and vegetables, as well as white rice, and had a delicious meal in the school canteen.

This attracted the attention of many students. A meal for one yuan, in the university campus of the 80s, was definitely a high standard, no less than when you later ordered a Boston lobster in the university canteen.

If someone has a slightly lower tolerance, they may not be able to withstand such scrutiny, but Lin Qiao is now completely immersed in the conception of the software. With more exposure to big scenes, Lin Lou pays even less attention to these things.

"Classmates, food is not easily obtained, so if you've ordered it, finish it, and do not waste it," the teacher patrolling the canteen also came over to remind them. "Ah, these kids don't understand how to manage their lives. They are enjoying this meal comfortably now, but what will they do when they go hungry at the end of the month?"

Okay, next time let's just take our cooked food and eat somewhere else. Lin Lou muttered to himself, "If we keep doing this every day, we might end up getting scolded by a teacher."

After dinner, the two brothers took a walk around the campus to digest, and then returned to the computer room. Lin Qiao continued to code, while Lin Lou felt dizzy looking at the code on the screen. The computer cannot connect to the internet or play any games, so staying here would be too boring.

So he picked up his stuff, said goodbye, and left, "Bro, I'm going downstairs to practice sketching. If you need anything, come find me downstairs!"

"Mmm!" Lin Qiao just made a sound of agreement without even raising his head, continuing to immerse himself in the programming. This made Lin Lou unable to help but worry about his hair.

Drawing is an important basic skill for architects. Only by learning to draw can you convey your design concept to the client and help them understand what kind of building you have in mind.

In an era when CAD was not yet mature and computers were not yet popular, it was even more so. You had to draw each drawing yourself. If you couldn't draw, you couldn't eat this meal.

Of course, this is not absolute. Anyone who has seen the sketches of Bei Yuming knows that this master is truly hand-disabled. His sketches look like a pile of messy lines, which even children's graffiti cannot compare to. However, this still does not stop Bei Yuming from becoming a globally acclaimed design master.

Mr. Bei not only comes from a prestigious family, but also started as a real estate developer before establishing an architecture design firm. His background and resources allow him to hire plenty of assistants to help with his designs, whereas ordinary designers do not have such favorable conditions and need to put in more effort in this aspect.

Many buildings at Nanjiang University were constructed in the 1950s, and the architectural designs during this period were heavily influenced by the Soviet Union. Soviet architecture was mainly guided by the principles of "the realistic method of socialist creation" and "socialist content, national form", with the former posing challenges for designers due to its abstract nature.

"The national form" is relatively clear. In the Soviet Union, it is the classical architecture of the Russian and allied nationalities. Many buildings constructed during this period in the Soviet Union have classical architectural columns, low-rise buildings have high roofs, and high-rise buildings have Gothic-style steep roofs.

For Chinese architects, there are four main styles: palace-style, Soviet-style, ethnic minority-style, and regional vernacular-style. The auditorium at Nanjiang University belongs to the fourth category.
Chapter 22: Are you an artist?

The classical columns of the Soviet Union and the Gothic roofs make it easy for Chinese architects to think of traditional palace-style large roofs, so projects such as Beijing Friendship Hotel and the office building of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were created; these buildings have strong commemorative significance and can express the national pride and legitimacy after the establishment of the new regime, but they are difficult to construct and require high financial investment, thus facing significant scrutiny.

The imitation of Soviet-style architecture mainly originated from the designs of Soviet designers or collaborative designs during the 1950s, and the Beijing Exhibition Hall and the Shanghai Sino-Soviet Friendship Building are representative examples of this type of architecture. Many of the later top ten buildings in the capital were also influenced by this style.

The minority nationality style refers to the transformation and utilization of traditional roofs or other components in minority ethnic areas under new conditions to form central or core elements in architectural composition. In Xinjiang, there are *** domes and pointed arches that reflect the local style, while in Inner Mongolia, there are domes in the style of Mongolian yurts. The Xinjiang People's Theater and the mausoleum of Genghis Khan in Ordos are representative of this style.

Due to skepticism surrounding palace-style architecture, some designers have turned their attention to indigenous regional structures, drawing inspiration from various forms of local residences such as the horse head walls in Huizhou architecture, the central axis symmetrical layout of courtyard homes, and the stilted structure of southwest residential buildings.

The auditorium of Nanjiang University adopts a combination of Chinese and Western styles, with the steps, pedestal, and walls using Western classical architectural techniques, and the roof drawing on the essence of the folk houses in the coastal areas of the East to create a larger scale. The ridges of the roof curve upwards, the eaves are stacked heavily, and the corners of the eaves are lifted high, giving it a rich yet light and agile silhouette, which is rare nationwide. That's why Lin chose this building as the object of his practice.

Architectural hand drawing is most important to find the right angle and choose the perspective point. It is generally divided into one-point perspective, two-point perspective, and three-point perspective. In addition, there are also circular perspective, scattered perspective, and aerial perspective used to represent some special scenes.

One-point perspective creates a strong sense of space and is often used to depict street scenes. In the middle is the street, with buildings on both sides, and at the end of the road are distant mountains. The converging point where the main contour lines extend is called the vanishing point, and one-point perspective has one vanishing point.

Two-point perspective generally centers around the corners of buildings, allowing both façades to be visible with a vanishing point at the extension of each façade, creating a more realistic three-dimensional effect and being the most commonly used option in architectural hand drawings.

Three-point perspective is mainly used to draw an overhead view or an underfoot view, for buildings that are too tall, or for buildings on sloping ground, with slanted roofs, or that are not perpendicular to the horizontal plane.

Generally speaking, Lin Lou should have used the two-point perspective method to depict the building, but he chose to observe from the front and use the one-point perspective method. After selecting a good spot, he took out paper and pen to observe the auditorium and began to sketch the lines on the paper.

The lines are not drawn all at once. Lin Lou initially placed a few points on the paper to determine the key points of the outline of the auditorium, and then connected these points together. This method, called point-to-point connecting lines, makes it less likely for mistakes to occur in the drawing, preventing deviations at the intersections of the lines after they have all been drawn.

The right hand trembles slightly, and the lines are connected by the dots. Upon closer inspection, these lines are not straight, but rather resemble quivering ripples. This technique is called "shaking lines," also known as slow lines, which is commonly used by architects when presenting design sketches.

This is a kind of thoughtful line drawing method, easy to master, capable of controlling the direction of the lines. When drawing, there is time to think about the direction and pause of the lines. Correspondingly, there is also "quick line." As the name suggests, it is a quick stroke, pulling a straight line in one go. However, this method does not allow time for thinking, making it prone to mistakes and less expressive compared to slow lines.

After outlining the general outline of the building, Lin continued to sketch the details. This time, he continued to use slow lines, starting with the most eye-catching roof of the auditorium.

The advantage of using a slow line becomes more evident when drawing curves. Instead of drawing a continuous line, it is a combination of small line segments. If there is a deviation in the middle, it can be corrected in the next segment. In no time, the roof of the grand hall with its arched contour appears vividly on paper.

After finishing drawing the multiple layers of the roof, the right hand continues to shake, swiftly drawing vertical lines downwards. This is the main body of the auditorium, using a combination of straight and horizontal lines to outline the walls, windows, porches, columns, and so on.

Lin Lou has a tall and elegant figure, exuding a refined demeanor. Standing at the entrance of the auditorium, he gives off a sense of uniqueness. Moreover, with his drawing board and brushes in hand, many people assume he is an artist. In the 1980s, artistic youths such as painters, poets, and singers were always popular among college girls.

Even if you look like Gao Xiaosong, as long as you can write a few songs, you can shamelessly stay in the university and be supported by college girls, not to mention someone as handsome as Lin Lou.

Before they knew it, a lot of people had gathered behind Linlou. Among them, the proportion of female college students seemed to be higher. They watched as the auditorium gradually took shape under Linlou's pen, whispering to each other from time to time, speculating about Linlou's identity.

"He should be a student from our school's art department, right? He looks quite professional!"

"Isn't sketching done with pencils at art school? What pen is he holding in his hand?" Linlou is using an RB imported mechanical pencil, which is quite rare nowadays.

"I'm not sure, maybe it's a professional art pen? What do you think of his painting?"

"I don't really understand these things, but it feels pretty good, at least better than the works I've seen in the art department!"

"Yeah, I think so too. If someone like that came from our school, I would definitely know. He must be a young artist from somewhere else, right?" Yuan Xiao Jing was beautiful, outgoing, and held a position in the student union, so most of the slightly unique students at Nanjiang University knew her. She thought to herself that if the school had such an outstanding student, she wouldn't be unaware of it, so it must be from another school.

After outlining the complete figure, Linlou put down his pen and took a break. Yuan Xiaoqing plucked up the courage to approach and strike up a conversation, "Excuse me, are you a young artist from another school? Which school? The Haidong Academy of Fine Arts?" The Haidong Academy of Fine Arts is also located in Nanjiang City and is one of the top eight art academies in the country. In Yuan Xiaoqing's view, perhaps only such a professional art school could cultivate such an outstanding painter!

Lin Lou has not responded yet, but someone nearby laughed derisively, "Is this what you call a painter? Only capable of fooling you ignorant people!"

Looking back, there was a boy carrying a drawing board just like me.
Chapter 23 Holding the Pen Posture

Lin Lou saw that most of the students around him were dressed similarly to him, not as plain as ordinary students. They all carried drawing boards on their backs, with a dusty smell about them, probably just back from sketching outside.

The fact is that Jiang Yueming is a sophomore majoring in Fine Arts at South Jiang University. The Fine Arts department organizes outdoor sketching trips every summer, and he had just returned from one with his teacher. He performed well during the sketching trip and received some compliments from the teacher. Feeling pleased with himself, he was then uncomfortable to see Linlou being so warmly welcomed by many female students as soon as he returned to school. As a result, he couldn't help but come out to refute it.

"Is he a student from the Fine Arts Institute? I think this painting is quite good, why does he think otherwise? Could it be because of jealousy?"

"Shouldn't be, right? They are professionals, their perspective on the issue must be different from us amateurs."

"Isn't that Jiang Yueming, a sophomore from the art academy? I heard that the teachers in the academy really like him and think he has talent. I don't think what he says is untrue, do you?" The students whispered to each other.

Upon hearing someone complimenting him, Jiang Yueming became even more proud. He strode over to Lin Lou and pointed at his painting, saying, "For architectural sketches, it's generally better to use two-point perspective. Why do you insist on using one-point perspective? And what is this thing you're using? Sketches should be done with pencils or charcoal! Your grip on the pen is also incorrect! And with this, you think you're a painter?"

The lead of the automatic pencil is very fine, making it suitable for sketching lines. However, this is also its drawback, as it cannot produce lines of varying thickness like regular pencils and charcoal pencils, especially when shading, it is not as effective as regular pencils and charcoal pencils.

As for the grip of the pen, when sketching architectural drawings, a normal pen grip is generally used. The pen is held with the thumb, index finger, and middle finger, with the distance between the pen and the tip of about 2.5 centimeters. The angle between the pen and the paper should be less than 50 degrees, ideally 45 degrees, with the palm relaxed and the wrist flat. This grip will produce lines with strength and elegance.

The pen holding posture for sketching by students in the fine arts institute is much more complex, mainly with six pen holding postures: vertical pen holding, holding the pen vertically to the paper, and using the tip of the pencil to draw detailed lines. Delving into the details of the depiction requires a vertical pen touch to deepen the local effect.

Sleeping grip, holding the pen in the middle with the thumb and index finger, is more suitable for large-area smudging and filling. At this time, the palm is suspended, which can avoid contamination of the paper and the painting by carbon ash on the hands. The sleeping grip is also used for cross-hatching.

Hold the pen vertically, press the pen with the thumb at the middle section of the index finger, resembling the upright posture of the fingers, parallel to the paper surface. This grip is suitable for horizontal alignment and requires less force, making it suitable for light strokes.

Horizontal grip, hold the pen parallel to the body with the thumb, index finger, and middle finger. This grip is generally suitable for drawing curves or zigzag lines, and is also very useful for vertical alignment when needed.

The slanted pen grip is less commonly used, and is similar to the vertical pen grip, except that the angle of the wrist is tilted to change the direction of the pen nib. It is suitable for drawing reverse lines and is useful when it is inconvenient to use the right hand for writing.

The bright moonlight shining over the river, Jiang Ming took down the drawing board, took out a pencil, and demonstrated the six common holding methods for sketching in a standard manner. Then he raised his chin slightly, attempting to look down at the Lin Tower with an air of superiority. Unfortunately, he was a bit short, so the gesture not only lacked the intended dominance, but also seemed somewhat comical.

Maybe she also noticed this point, Jiang Yueming quickly retracted this action, but her tone was still full of pride, "Your lines are somewhat interesting, but no matter how you look at it, you are still an amateur. How dare you use the brush like this? If you want to deceive little girls, you should go elsewhere. It won't work here! Remember, don't pretend to be a painter again in the future!"

"Oh, so he was actually a fraud! I almost fell for it!" The students around whispered again, but this time their words were not very friendly towards Lin.

"Haha, look at the way you were infatuated just now. If it weren't for Jiang reminding you, you would probably have gone up to ask for their name, right?" The girl teased, nibbling on her friend's ear.

As Jiang Yunying said, although schools these days are very against students dating, but they are young and in their youth, who can stop the stirrings of spring? The Lin building has a good appearance and a touch of elegance, when they open their sketchbooks they do exude a bit of an artist's vibe, naturally they hold great appeal for these young ladies.

"Not really, I feel that his drawings are quite good. What does it matter if his grip on the pen is not right? As long as the drawing looks good, it's fine! It's just like writing an article - whether you use a fountain pen or a pencil, as long as the article is good, nothing else matters," Yuan Xiaojing had a good impression of Lin Lou and continued to speak up for him.

"Your argument is not correct. Holding the pen in the wrong way doesn't necessarily mean that the foundation is not good. If the foundation is not good, the paintings produced naturally... naturally won't be considered good!" Jiang Yueming glanced at Linlou's hand-drawn painting again, there was a brief pause in his words. This piece of work is not bad at all, but he said too much just now, so it's not easy to change his mind for a moment.

So he tried to imitate Yuan Xiaojing's tone and changed the metaphor, "It's like solving a math problem, if you use the wrong method but still get the correct conclusion, the teacher won't give you a high score, right?"

"Mathematics is objective, with a unique correct answer, while art is subjective and has no single standard!" Yuan Xiaojing has participated in the school's debate team and is always articulate, so how could she easily admit defeat?

It's great to be young. Watching their youthful exuberance, Linlou couldn't help but feel emotional. Despite Jiang Yueming's misunderstanding of him, he didn't feel much resentment. Instead, he spoke up to help resolve the situation. "Alright, alright. Let's communicate, but let's not get angry. Actually, I'm not much of an artist. This painting of mine..."

"I say, it seems like you guys are not tired from sketching! Why don't you hurry back and rest, finish your assignments? What are you all doing huddled here?" Suddenly, a person appeared in the crowd. It was Zhong Qiu, a young teacher from the College of Fine Arts at Nanjiang University. He had just brought these students back from a sketching session and ran into an acquaintance when entering the school. Unexpectedly, the students started arguing with someone.

"It's you again, Jiang Yueming. When will you change your impulsive nature?" Seeing the troublemaker, Zhong Qiu sighed. "Ah, this child is indeed talented, but it's hard to succeed with such an unstable character."

"Teacher Zhong, this person came to our school pretending to be a painter and cheated people. I'm telling you, what should we do?" Jiang Yueming felt very wronged.
Chapter 24 Expression and Presentation

"I never said I was a painter!" Lin Lou shrugged, "What did I lie about? These female students were not called by me. They obviously came over because they saw how handsome, elegant, outstanding and extraordinary I am... So is it my fault for being good-looking?"

"Why didn't you admit it just now? Oh, now that my teacher is coming, you're afraid?" Jiang Yueming immediately asked, leaving Lin Lou speechless once again. "You were just saying that I didn't have a chance to interrupt."

At this moment, Zhong Qiu finally noticed Lin Lou's painting. At first, he was somewhat indifferent, but as he continued to look, his gaze became more solemn. The lines, the composition... The skill level is quite good!

"Teacher, teacher." Seeing Zhongqiu deeply engrossed, Jiang Yueming felt a bit anxious and hurriedly poked his arm. "What are you so fascinated about? I think this painting is quite ordinary, don't you?"

"Mediocre? It seems like you didn't take the failure in the architectural sketch I gave you last time to heart and didn't go back to make it up properly!" Zhong Qiu smiled and pointed at Lin Lou's drawing, saying, "This friend... is indeed not much of a painter. If I'm not mistaken, you must be an architect, right?"

Lin Lou has a youthful appearance, but he exudes a mature vibe. After all, a soul in their thirties resides in this eighteen-year-old body, making it difficult for Zhong Qiu to guess his age.

"You flatter me, I've just been accepted into the architecture department and haven't even started studying yet!" Lin Lou humbly said.

"Such skill before even starting school? Do your parents work in construction too?" Zhong Qiu was shocked. Lin Lou's hand-drawn expertise is not something that can be achieved overnight. In this day and age, unless your parents work in this field, there's nowhere else for you to learn it."

"No, my parents' work has little to do with architecture. I learned it by myself in the library by reading some books!" Lin Luo once again brought out the library magic.

"Being self-taught to this level is incredible! If you were to study painting, I'm sure you would do great. By the way, which university did you get into? Are you interested in transferring to an art major? If you are, I can help you!" Zhong Qiu, with a heart for talent, believes that with his hand-drawing skills, passing the professional courses would be a breeze, and as for general education courses, since you are able to get into a university, that should not be a problem at all!"

The architecture department is not something that just any school dares to open. If you're not proficient in other subjects, it's not a big deal, but if you perform poorly in architecture, the houses you design could collapse. That's why nowadays, schools with architecture departments are basically good schools.

The Jiang Yue Ming couldn't help but scratch his head, and stared blankly, feeling that there was nothing special about this painting. Why was the teacher being so serious? After thinking for a long time, he couldn't restrain himself and asked, "Teacher, what's so good about this painting? Didn't you tell us before that it's best to use two-point perspective when drawing buildings? But clearly he's using one-point perspective now!"

"For general architecture, using two-point perspective is correct, because it can present a more rich and favorable portrayal of the overall appearance of the building. However, our school's auditorium is quite unique, its most notable feature being the roof and the classical columns on the facade."

"To showcase the grandeur of the auditorium, the only angle that can be chosen is the front-facing view. This way, the minimal perspective becomes the best choice! What can you see from the side? Only a few eaves of the roof, and just the outermost column of the corridor! How can a drawing like this capture the beauty of the auditorium?"

"You guys, only remembering a few nouns, but forgetting that art is an art of observing beauty, discovering beauty, and showcasing beauty. What's the use of memorizing nouns if you can't capture the most beautiful aspects of a sketch?"

Jiang Yueming raised his head and looked at the grand hall, which he had seen many times before. Then, still refusing to believe it, he quickly circled around the grand hall, only to find that the position where Lin Lou stood was indeed the best to observe the essence of the grand hall. Then his face suddenly turned red. Oh no, he had originally wanted to show off in front of the girls, but ended up making a fool of himself.

"Also, did he only use a little bit of perspective? Didn't you see through the air perspective? Jiang Yueming, do you remember how I taught in class?" Zhong Qiu pursued.

The river moon answered without thinking, "Air perspective refers to the phenomenon in which the influence of the atmosphere and air medium causes people to see nearby scenes as denser, more colorful, and clearer than distant scenes. It is also known as 'color perspective,' 'tone perspective,' and 'gradation perspective.'"

"It has the following characteristics: nearby objects are dark and deep, while distant objects are light and shallow; nearby objects are saturated in color, tending towards warm colors and high brightness, while distant objects have lower color saturation, tending towards cool colors; nearby objects are clear, while distant objects are blurry; there is a high contrast in brightness between nearby objects, and a low contrast in brightness for distant objects..." As Jiang Yueming spoke, his voice gradually became inaudible.

Because Linlou's hand-painted works present a distant reality feature, the image of the main hall in the foreground is clear and well-lit, while the teaching building in the distance appears somewhat hazy, creating a sense of space and emphasizing the main position of the main hall in the entire work.

"However, his painting is still too realistic. If it were me, I would focus on depicting the roof and the pillars, instead of portraying it so faithfully!" Jiang Yueming attempted to make a final resistance.

"This is the difference between architects and painters. Architectural drawings have two types: expression and presentation; painters, when painting, carry strong personal emotions, emphasize sensitivity, and use brushes to express their thoughts. In order to better express their ideas, they can use artistic techniques to achieve the desired effect. This is what we call expression, and its core is to express one's thoughts."

"The architects are more rational when sketching architectural drawings, making sure to present the original look of the building without any changes. These works serve as the basis for their future design projects. If you make a mistake in a sketch and then incorporate it into the design, the resulting house will have problems!"

"This we call representation, and its essence lies in faithfully depicting the true appearance and details of the building! You studied fine arts, so naturally you can do this; this classmate wants to be an architect, so they will definitely use their own methods! There is no superiority between the two, always using the mindset of a painter to judge someone else's artwork will only invite ridicule."

"Moreover, even from a purely artistic perspective, your painting is still far inferior to others!"
Chapter 25: Extra Income

"Oh, I almost forgot to ask for your name. I am Zhong Qiu, a teacher at the Fine Arts Department of Nanjiang University!" Although Linlou was young, Zhong Qiu didn't dare to underestimate his achievements in professional skills, so she used the word "ask for advice."

"Hello, Teacher Zhong, I am Lin Lou from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, but I haven't started my studies yet!" Lin Lou reached out his right hand and shook hands with him, and with a smile, he reported his name. This Teacher Zhong indeed has a solid knowledge foundation.

"Wow, Tsinghua!" Now, the eyes of those girls around him sparkled even more. If it weren't for the crowd, someone might actually come over to strike up a conversation with him. Although South Jiang University is still good, it is the best university in the province after all. But compared to Tsinghua University, it doesn't really count for much.

From a romantic perspective, chasing after a male who has an outstanding appearance, knowledge, and temperament is definitely the best way to prove one's own charm.

From a utilitarian perspective, graduates from Tsinghua University will definitely have better job opportunities than those from Nanjiang University. Graduates from Nanjiang University may enter the provincial party committee or government, while graduates from Tsinghua University are the preferred candidates for the State Council and various central institutions. If one could marry a university student working in the State Council, that would be quite prestigious.

"Tsinghua! If only I could go to the Central Academy of Fine Arts!" Even Jiang Yueming murmured softly. For art students, the Central Academy of Fine Arts is almost equivalent to Tsinghua University in the hearts of ordinary students. With Jiang Yueming's previous grades, he definitely wouldn't be able to pass the exam. So when he heard the word "Tsinghua," he could only feel envious in his heart.

"Oh, are you criticizing my teaching?" Zhong Qiu's temper was not bad. He didn't get angry because of Jiang Yueming's words. He just teased lightly. If it were someone with a slightly more narrow-minded character, their face would immediately turn black upon hearing these words.

"No, no, Teacher Zhong, you teach very well. I have attended classes at the South Jiang Academy of Fine Arts, and their teachers are far behind you!" Jiang Yueming wasn't that stupid and immediately tried to remedy the situation.

"That's a coincidence. I just made an appointment with a teacher from Nangjiang Art Institute. We are planning to team up and go for some outdoor sketching in a few days. How about I pass on your message to him when we meet?" Zhong Qiu had a sly personality, and took the opportunity to tease Jiang Yueming, causing everyone to burst into laughter.

Lin Lou also smiled. In fact, he could see that Zhong Qiu was trying to defuse the impolite remarks made by Jiang Yueming just now, making himself think that Jiang Yueming is such a big-mouthed person who is not worth arguing with; it is really rare to have a teacher who can cherish and protect students like this.

"Just by studying on your own, you've reached this level, and with a good platform like Tsinghua University, your future is boundless!" Zhong Qiu patted Lin Lou's shoulder. "Why did you come to our school to practice architectural sketching? There are still plenty of buildings worth drawing in our Nangjiang."

"My mom teaches at Nanjiang University, she's Professor Jiang Yunying from the English department. My brother is practicing in the computer lab, so I came along with them. Let's start by drawing these buildings at Nanjiang University first. After finishing these, we can go to other places!"
Students from the art department need to do sketches, and students from the architecture department need to visit various buildings and leave behind hand-drawn works, so that they can truly appreciate the beauty of outstanding architecture and then integrate it into their own style.

This is another barrier that restricts children from poor families to become successful architects. Think about it, your classmates can travel around the world and see classic buildings like the XN Opera House, Gaudi's Cathedral, and the China Bank Tower with their own eyes, while you can only receive secondhand information in front of a computer. Is this fair?

No matter how exquisite the computer screen, it's not as delicate as on-the-spot investigation. The awe experienced on the computer screen is far less than standing in front of classic buildings and looking up at them.

Children in future generations are still fortunate, with the internet providing them with more channels to access information. This has indirectly narrowed the gap between them and affluent children. Currently, the disparity is even greater, as they can only appreciate classic architecture from picture books in libraries, which is one more layer of disadvantage compared to the computer era.

Oh no, Mr. Jiang has taught me a lesson before. Jiang Yueming hid her head behind her classmates again. The art department also needs to study English. For decades, like the architecture industry, the art industry in China used to study Soviet style. The students in the art academy appreciated the paintings of artists like Repin. But now, they are gradually starting to learn from the West, so English has naturally become a required course.

"Oh, Teacher Jiang! Now I understand. The recent buzz around you is quite big. The book was well-written, I bought it and read it too. It woke me up a lot!" Zhong Qiu, being a parent, naturally read the book as well.

It's easier to talk now. After chatting for a while, Zhong Qiu left first, saying, "It looks like you haven't finished your painting yet, so I won't disturb you. I'll come over tomorrow to see your painting!"

On the next day, Lin Qiao continued to write code in the computer room, while Lin Lou still went to the auditorium to draw by hand. The rough sketch is now finished, and it's time to color the painting and render the image.

First, according to the ink lines on the sketch, pay attention to the relationship between the thickness of the lines and the overall contrast of solid and empty spaces. The lines outlining the architectural structure and contours should be relatively thicker, while the interior lines of the building should be more refined.

When using a marker to color, start from the dark part of the picture, and pay attention to the coverage and strokes of the marker. Start from the overall perspective to ensure the integrity of the picture. After the color has dried, do a second layer of coloring.

During the second coloring, accuracy and speed are crucial to prevent color from seeping and creating a muddy appearance. While portraying the overall picture, focus on the visual center as the key point of depiction. In the final stage of refinement, pay attention to the portrayal and expression of details, and ensure a strong contrast in light and shadow to enrich the sense of architectural volume.

The rendered image drawn in this way is no different from the future computer-generated image, showing a strong sense of three-dimensionality and an unusually realistic feeling.

Zhongqiu also came today. He stood behind the Lin building for a long time, sometimes frowning, sometimes nodding. His expression kept changing with his strokes, and in the end, he clapped his hands and said, "Great, it's well-painted. It's even better than the renderings I saw at the city design institute. Not only are the details very precise, but it's also very expressive. It can be said to be excellent in both representation and expression!"

"Do you... have time now? Come to my office, I have something to tell you!" After giving the praise, Zhong Qiu hesitated for a moment and then issued the invitation.

Linlou was curious, so he followed and entered the office. After looking around, Zhong Qiu closed the door and asked in a low voice, "Xiaolou, do you want to make some extra money?"
Chapter 26 Rendering Image

"It's like this, a friend from a design institute approached me before and asked me to help draw a few renderings. I initially hesitated, but eventually agreed to spend some time drawing the pictures. However, after seeing your hand-drawn works these days, I feel that it might be more suitable for you to do the drawings. After all, you are the professional in this aspect," said Zhong Qiu.

"I have a background in fine arts after all, which is different from your architectural field. I can definitely draw this kind of diagram, just like what I mentioned before about Jiang Yueming. However, I inevitably focus more on expression rather than presentation, so the diagrams I draw probably won't be very suitable. You don't have this problem."

The so-called rendering is to convey the environment, landscape, and architecture in a realistic manner through a graphic representation. It presents the actual effects and environmental scenes after construction in a nearly realistic and intuitive three-dimensional view through construction drawings before construction and decoration, allowing everyone to see the actual effects of the construction at a glance.

This is also necessary because ordinary people cannot understand design drawings or construction drawings, and it is even more difficult for them to imagine what the building will look like based on these drawings; therefore, in order to convince the client, it is necessary to have renderings. When the time comes, we can show the renderings to the client and say, "Here, the building we designed looks exactly like this, just as you wanted."

Upon seeing it, Party A thought, "Hmm, indeed, that's how it is. Beautiful! Majestic! Let's proceed with this then, let's go with this effect!" Party A will be satisfied only then can you receive the design fee, right?

In addition, renderings are also used in sales and promotion. The sand table you see in the sales office is made according to the renderings, and the large advertisements you see on the street also include renderings. In addition, promotional videos, brochures, and flyers are indispensable for this.

After all, developers don't wait until the building is finished to start selling. The pit hasn't even been dug here, but the sales office is already receiving customers. You have to show them what their future home will look like, right?

So the renderings are getting more and more beautiful, to the point that when the homebuyers come into the community for the first time, they are immediately stunned, and they say, "Huh? Why does it look like this? Why isn't it as good as it was in the advertisements?"

In the future, these renderings will be created using design and rendering software such as 3dmax, Photoshop, VR, Lightscape, etc., but for now, hand-drawing is the only option, and the realism of the renderings depends on the skill level of the artist.

Zhong Qiu originally thought that his level was not bad, but after seeing Lin Lou's hand-painted rendering, he didn't dare to say so. In addition, he was busy with his own work creation, so he simply introduced the project to Lin Lou.

“Why isn't anyone from the design institute working on this? This should have been their job, right?" Lin Lou was a bit puzzled. This is an important task, and the design institute should be able to find someone for this, shouldn't they?

"It used to be there! The person responsible for drawing the renderings at the city court has always been Mr. Zhang. However, Mr. Zhang is now old and retired, and he recently got sick. The new person can't take over, and the things they draw are simply unacceptable, so they have to look for someone from outside." Zhongqiu sighed as he spoke.

In the past, those years were too chaotic. Now, there is a problem of talent discontinuity in various industries, not only in the field of architectural design but also in the art world. Therefore, the responsibility weighing on his shoulders is becoming heavier and heavier.

Lin Lou understood now, but still didn't agree immediately. "Since they have found you, they must trust your abilities. I've only just graduated from high school. If you ask me to replace you, they might hesitate, right?"

"What's there to be afraid of? This job doesn't discriminate based on age. As long as you can deliver the goods!" Zhongqiu pointed to the hand-drawn draft of Linlou, "I'll take this to show them, what else could they have to say?"

"You don't have to worry about the money. They told me it's 600 yuan for each picture, and they need four in total: one aerial view and three elevations from different angles. That's a total of 2400 yuan. But if you go, the price might be lower. I'll try to negotiate with them, but even if it's lower, it won't be by much."

Lin nodded in understanding. After all, Zhong Qiu was a professor in the Fine Arts Department of Nanjiang University, while Lin was just a high school student. Their statuses were different, and inevitably, people would still haggle over the same things.

As for the price of six hundred, Linlou was not surprised. When he was in college, he heard his teacher talk about it. In the 90s, his teacher charged two thousand for an effect drawing, and that was with a friend's introduction. It should be noted that in those days, the average national salary was only a little over two thousand. A teacher's drawing would cover an ordinary person's annual income.

The standard wage level at that time is roughly equivalent to the current level. It seems that the old saying is true - during famines, skilled artisans don't starve, because having a skill naturally brings opportunities to make money.

It's interesting that in the era when Linlou traveled through, the price of a regular architectural rendering was still around 2,000. Technological advancements have made this work simpler, with the ability to easily create the drawing on the computer. This has lowered the barrier to entry into the field, reduced the amount of manual labor hours, and naturally kept prices from increasing.

Zhong Qiu is willing to give me this opportunity, there must be other ways for him to make money, the selling price of his artistic paintings is definitely higher than this, it's better to let him spend his precious time on artistic creation, and just bring some gifts to thank him at that time!

"Thank you, Teacher Zhong. If someone appreciates my level, I definitely won't decline." Lin Lou contemplated for a moment and thought, who wouldn't like to earn money? After getting the money, some would be used for the family, and some for himself. When he arrives in Beijing and starts studying at Tsinghua University, he won't have to worry about daily expenses anymore.

"No need to be polite. In a way, this is also helping me out. Leave the rendering here with me, I'll take it to show them!" Zhong Qiu left Lin Lou's rendering and then saw him out.

Not long after Linlou left, Zhongqiu took his work to the Nanchang City Design Institute and found his high school classmate Qiao Jun, handing over Linlou's drawings to him. "Here, take a look at this, what do you think?"

"The level is quite good! Did you draw this? Why does it look a little different from your previous style?" Zhong Qiu had drawn for them before, so Qiao Jun could somewhat see the difference.

"Have you recently had an awakening? Finally understanding that renderings and works of art aren't the same? Your current drawings are much better compared to before! It's not that your previous ones were bad, but this version fits our needs better!"

"It's fine as long as you think it's good!" Zhong Qiu was relieved!

Thank you for the romantic Bastion DVa's tip. Will upload the recommendation tomorrow. Shivering with excitement.
Chapter 27 Two Thousand Yuan

"This is not drawn by me, it's from the child of our school teacher, a student from Tsinghua University's architecture department. He's practicing hand-drawing at our school during the summer vacation and I happened to run into him! I think his skills are pretty good, so I brought it over for you to take a look. If you think it's suitable, I'll assign this task to him and I'll go back to drawing my own things!" Zhong Qiu said.

"From Tsinghua? No wonder your skills are so high!" Tsinghua's architecture department is undoubtedly at the peak in China. Qiao Jun recognized Lin's ability as soon as he heard those two words. If it was from another school, he probably would have found some faults.

"Are you a graduate student or an undergraduate? How old are you? Have you worked on any projects with your professors before?" He continued to ask a series of questions, "With Tsinghua's prestigious reputation and this painting, you certainly have no problem taking over. But I still need to ask these questions."

Zhong Qiuming understands that it's important to clarify these things before making a quotation. If the other party is a disciple of that famous master and has worked on well-known projects with the master, quoting a low price could be seen as disrespectful, right?

"The undergraduate student, I haven't asked how old they are, but they have a pretty stable temperament! As for the project, I'm not sure! But their writing style seems quite mature, and they have their own ideas," Zhong Qiu said naturally.

"This way I'll have a plan!" Qiao Jun clapped his hands and extended his palm. "What do you think of this amount? He won't find it insufficient, right?"

"A payment of five hundred would be acceptable. I'll bring him over tomorrow, and you can brief him on what needs to be done, so he can start working as soon as possible. The sooner you start, the sooner you can relax!" Zhong Qiu was satisfied with the outcome.

"Okay, but I need to go on a business trip recently, so it might take a while for me to come back! I'll find someone to work with him! Zhang Jianping, come over here!" Qiao Jun furrowed his brows slightly and called out as he opened the door.

In no time, a 26 or 27 year-old young man hurriedly entered the office and said, "Qiao, did you call for me?"

"Teacher Zhong from Nanjiang University who you met before, this time Zhong introduced someone to come and help us with the renderings. They will come tomorrow, so please take care of them. Once the drawings are done, you can collect them and then go to the finance office to get 2000 yuan and follow the previous protocol. The finance office knows how to process the transaction!" Qiao Jun ordered.

This is strictly speaking against the rules. It was originally the responsibility of your design institute to produce the renderings, but no one in the institute has the ability to do so, so they can only spend money to find someone from the outside. As similar things happen frequently, the institute has naturally formed a set of unwritten rules that everyone knows about but no one talks about to outsiders.

"I went to the finance office and they didn't recognize me. You need to go and let them know!" Two thousand yuan. When Zhang Jianping heard this number, he couldn't help but feel a bit dry in the mouth. His monthly salary is only 442 yuan, so it would take him almost four years to earn that much. Others just draw a few pictures and get that amount. Sigh, oh well, people are really so unfair, and things are so unequal.

"Uh, I'll go in a moment! Remember, this is quite important, you must handle it well! The municipal government is waiting to see it!" This time, they are designing a restaurant. The old ones in the city were a bit outdated, so the city is planning to build a new one.

"Don't worry, there won't be any problem!" Zhang Jianping promised confidently. After coming out, he stood in front of the window and looked outside for a long time. Two thousand yuan, what can I do with this money?

The next day, Linlou continued to go to South River University with Linqiao. When they arrived at the school gate, they saw Zhongqiu waving at them. Linlou raised his hand in response and said, "Brother, I may have to go out for a while later. I probably won't come to school for lunch. You can go to the cafeteria by yourself, and if I'm not back in the afternoon, you can go home by yourself."

"Ok, got it. I will continue with my coding!" Lin Qiao has been getting more and more energetic as he writes code these days.

Upon seeing Zhong Qiu, he immediately grabbed Lin Lou and headed towards the bus station, saying, "I have to take the students out to the outskirts for some outdoor sketching later. I'll introduce you to them and then I have to leave. Is everything okay on your end?"

"No problem!" Just need to look at the drawings, visit the site, discuss with the designer, go back to draw the designs, then pay and hand over the drawings. What's so difficult about that?

After getting on the bus, Lin voluntarily bought tickets for the two of them. The bus traveled six stops, and after getting off, they walked for over two hundred meters, arriving at the entrance of the Nanjiang City Design Institute. Upon entering, they found Zhang Jianping. Zhong Qiu introduced them, saying, "Xiao Lin, this is Zhang Jianping from the office of the City Institute; Xiao Zhang, this is Lin Lou, the student from the architecture department of Tsinghua University who I invited to help us with the architectural rendering."

"Oh, hello, hello! Students from Tsinghua University, amazing, amazing!" Zhang Jianping warmly shook hands, then gave a thumbs up, and didn't forget to compliment Zhong Qiuyi, "Teacher Zhong, you have a wide network, able to bring us such great help!"

"I've brought the person to you, but I still need to go back to bring the students. You can chat first. Xiao Lin, feel free to ask me if you have any questions!" After the introduction, and a few more reminders, Zhong Qiu hurriedly left.

So young, making two thousand yuan with just a casual hand, isn't it too comfortable? Why didn't I study hard and go to college back then? This kind of professional unit like the Design Institute is not easy to get along without some skills. Zhang Jianping is not having a good time here, busy all day long with serving and running errands. As time goes by, he feels more and more emotional.

"Xiao Lin, do you mind if I call you Xiao Lin? Would you like tea or plain boiled water?" Seeing off Zhong Qiu, Zhang Jianping decided to have a chat with Lin Lou to probe into his background.

"Thank you, but it's not necessary! Let's go and take a look at the drawings first!" Lin is still eager to finish this task as soon as possible.

"Okay, I'll take you to find Engineer Ma! This project is under the responsibility of Engineer Qiao and Engineer Ma. Engineer Qiao is currently on a business trip, and the drawings are all with Engineer Ma!" In design institutes, people with strong professional abilities and extensive experience are generally respectfully referred to as "Engineer X", where "X" represents an engineer.

So if anyone wants to work in this profession, they should first consider their own surname. If your surname is "Gong," it's better to choose another career, otherwise, when others see you, they will call you "Gong Gong," and you might find that a little hard to bear, right?

The surname "Bao" is not very suitable either. If everyone keeps calling me "Judge Bao," outsiders might think they've come to the wrong place. Wasn't I here for the design institute? How did it become the Kaifeng Prefecture?

Follow Zhang Jianping upstairs to Ma Gong's office, Zhang Jianping accompanied with a smile, saying, "Ma Gong, I've brought the person to you!"

"Oh, so you're the Tsinghua student that Xiao Zhong recommended? You seem quite young!" Ma Gong glanced at Linlou, tapped the drawings spread out on the table, and said, "Can you understand these drawings? Come over and take a look, tell me what you think!"
Chapter 28: Speaking with Pictures

The general workflow of architectural design is as follows: the designer first conducts a study of the site and communicates with the client to understand their needs. Then, based on the actual situation, a rough sketch is produced to explain the design concept to the client. Following this, a conceptual drawing is created, and after obtaining the client's approval, the construction drawing can be produced.

In theory, the rendering should be done after the completion of the construction drawing to achieve the most accurate result. However, this raises another issue - you still need to get approval from the client for your design before producing the construction drawing. Otherwise, if the client finds your design unsatisfactory after the construction drawing is completed, wouldn't all the work be in vain?

So, in the practical process, often the effect drawing is produced at the conceptual map stage, and then using the effect drawing to persuade... I mean, to convince Party A. Party A is satisfied after seeing the effect drawing, and then the construction drawing is produced, which can save a lot of effort and avoid a bunch of drawings becoming useless.

Architectural sketches can be very rough, such as the sketches drawn by Ieoh Ming Pei for the Louvre, which look like scribbles to the uninitiated, but to the initiated, they reveal a contrast between circles and squares. Pei is a person who likes to compare, such as Eastern and Western comparisons, modern and ancient comparisons, comparisons between circles and squares, yin and yang comparisons, black and white comparisons, and so on.

In the design of the Suzhou Museum, he used a lot of black and white contrasting elements, which easily evokes the imagery of ink wash painting, especially in the use of large blank spaces. This is extremely fitting with the cultural heritage of Suzhou, hence creating a classic architectural masterpiece.

The concept design diagram needs to be updated one step further, gradually concretizing rough sketches that may only be understood by the designer themselves. It should include spatial layout, conceptual planning, and demonstrate the function of each scene in the design. Some meticulous designers may even create models to present to the principal party.

The blueprint Ma Gong took out is just a concept design. Linlou carefully looked at it and saw that the hotel is hidden in the forest, facing the mountains and the water, with a very beautiful environment. And this place looks somewhat familiar. "Judging from the terrain and the nearby buildings in the picture, this should be near the airport, right? The former Cloud Pine Club?"

"Great, you seem quite knowledgeable about the local terrain and distinctive architecture, right?" Just a simple sentence made the serious-looking Ma Gong smile. Being able to recognize the location on the blueprint indicates that someone has put in a lot of effort. "It is the Yunsong Club, a resort built by foreign businessmen in our Nanjiang City before the liberation."

"Now we are trying to attract foreign investors, so there should be a good place for them to stay, right? The Yunsong Club is not far from the airport, and it also has Western-style buildings built before the Liberation. Building a hotel here will not only be convenient for foreign investors to travel, but also make them feel at home... What else do you see?"

Lin clapped softly and said, "Ma, your design for this project is brilliant! From the drawings, the new hotel has six floors and a total area of over 10,000 square meters. In contrast, the original Yunsong Club only had a single standalone villa with a smaller building volume. Therefore, how to avoid the new building from overshadowing the existing one has become a difficult problem."

"You chose the address of the new restaurant at the northwest corner of the club, just west of the tall trees. In this way, when viewed from the main lawn of the club, only a small part of the new restaurant can be seen above the tree canopy. Although it is large in volume, it does not appear big, and it harmoniously echoes the original old building, looking completely natural."

"The design and color of the new hotel imitated the style of the original building, which was a red-roofed yellow-walled British-style residence. The new hotel's parapet used small red tiles and adopted the style of European mansard roofs. The wall surface adopted light yellow face bricks, maintaining consistency with the style of the original clubhouse, creating a harmonious integration."

"The hotel has six stories, and it is quite a large structure. In this environment, it still seems a bit abrupt, so you moved the high-level VIP rooms to the front of the main building, forming a two-story annex. When viewed from the south lawn, the front two-story annex appears prominent, overshadowing the main building in the back. This dispersion of the structure and varied levels make it feel quite welcoming."

"This hotel, with its satisfying architectural area and volume, while remaining harmonious with the original environment, can definitely be considered a great work!" Lin Lou's words were sincere. This hotel, for the early 1980s, indeed showcased a high level. Ma Gong certainly has some skills, it wasn't given for nothing!

"Not bad, not bad. You really live up to being a student from Tsinghua University. Your insight is quite accurate!" Lin Lou’s words praised Ma Gong’s pride, and his attitude became even more amiable. "So, tell me what you think about my design. Besides considering the surrounding environment, what other reasons should be taken into account?"

"You just said that this restaurant is mainly for entertaining foreign guests, so we need to meet their needs. This garden building has experienced decades of changes, but still retains the style of an English manor with natural scenery, while blending in with the surrounding Haedong countryside, combining natural atmosphere with rural charm."

"The pure English manor is quite common for foreign guests, and the rural scenery in Haidong is not uncommon in Nanjiang City, but the combination of these two styles is unique. When foreign guests arrive, they can understand that they have come to Nanjiang, China, giving them a familiar yet novel feeling!"

"This is from the perspective of the building itself. If extended, it can also allow foreign businessmen to feel our determination to reform and open up, actively embrace the world, and integrate into the international environment! Living in such a place, under the influence, they will slowly gain confidence in investing in Haixi and investing in Nanjiang!"

Reform and opening up is not just about words, but also requires various details to be filled in. If it were enough to just say a few words, then why are there still so many countries failing in the world? Although it is only 1980 now, looking at this building, it can also show a glimpse of China's determination for reform and opening up, as well as its practical and flexible work style.

"Hahaha! Oh, I wish I had known you earlier. If I had let you report to the leaders in the city, this plan would have been approved long ago!" Hearing this, Ma Gong laughed heartily. Lin Lou's words struck a chord with him.

From then on, he had about seventy to eighty percent faith in Linlou's abilities. If he didn't have a deep understanding of architecture, he would never have been able to say such things. Combined with the hand-drawn sketches he had seen of Linlou before, Ma Gong believed he would definitely be able to draw the renderings well. So he asked directly, "How are you planning to draw these renderings?"

"It depends on who you intend to show these pictures to!" Lin Lou laughed.

Today's trial run of the update went smoothly. There will be one update at 8 am and another at 5 pm, with occasional additional updates. Monday's update will be earlier.
Chapter 29 High-end, atmospheric and classy

"What? What year are you in? How many projects have you done with the teacher? Have you even learned all these?" Ma Gong suddenly laughed when he heard this, as only those with seniority in this field could understand this statement.

The rendering is used to persuade the client and must be beautiful and atmospheric to make it look good at first glance! This is the only way to smoothly move on to the next stage. However, aesthetics are subjective. The same image may elicit different feelings in different people, with some finding it beautiful and others not necessarily thinking so.

So before drawing the rendering, it is best to understand the preferences of the core personnel of the first party, so that targeted perspective methods can be adopted to create rendering that meets their preferences. This will save time and ensure the smooth approval of the plan. If the rendering is not done well, the whole plan may have to be redone, which would be unfair.

Lin Lou smiled but did not answer. Can I really say that I just received my college acceptance letter and haven't attended a single day of class? But in terms of experience, Lin Lou is not any less than Ma Gong. The workload at the design institute nowadays cannot compare with that of future generations. How many projects can be completed in a year now? And how many can be done in the future?

Although he is much younger than Ma Gong and has less years of experience, he has been involved in more projects than Ma Gong, which has naturally allowed him to accumulate a wealth of experience.

"Tell me about your thoughts. If I don't tell you what kind of person Party A is, how would you draw the rendering?" Ma Gong became more interested and brought up Lin Lou again.

Although Ma Gong did not disclose the identity of the key personnel of Party A, Lin Lou could still make a rough guess, "Since it is a foreign-related hotel, at the very least, it would have to be approved by the city, and it might even alarm the provincial authorities. The leaders would naturally review the plan. Furthermore, considering that this hotel will be hosting foreign guests in the future, it represents the face of our Nangjiang City and even the entire Haidong Province. Therefore, the design drawings must strictly adhere to the seven-word principle: high-end, atmospheric, and high-class!"

"This restaurant is definitely going to be the best in the entire province of Haidong, after all, it represents the image of our Haidong province! It should at least be on par with foreign four-star hotels! We dare not claim it to be a five-star hotel, as we are not in an affluent era now. By that time, forget about five stars, we won't even need a big shot of this caliber to personally inspect even a super five-star hotel."

"High-end, elegant, and classy?" Ma pondered over these seven words and couldn't help but applaud, "Excellent! This is the effect we want. You've summarized it perfectly with these seven words! If the design can embody the essence of these seven words, it will definitely pass at once. However, how do you plan to achieve it?"

"In terms of the frontal rendering, I tend to lean towards a close-to-medium range perspective with a slightly upward view. This can make the entire building appear grand, creating a visual impact that far surpasses the awe of a mere six-story building! When you look up at a building from below, it naturally appears tall, and here, Lin Building has utilized some knowledge of visual psychology."

"In terms of color, I tend to choose the moment when the morning sun has just risen, and the first rays of sunlight hit the roof. At this time, the whole building is enveloped in golden sunlight, and the reflection through the yellow facade can give people a feeling of grandeur and brilliance. It immediately feels high-end! Perhaps gold color may exude a nouveau riche temperament, and may be looked down upon in the future, but at this moment, it can definitely bring a shocking effect to people."

"Besides the frontal view, for the side view I will choose this angle first!" Linlou pointed on the blueprint, "Standing at this point, it can perfectly encompass the side and front main lawn of the building. At the same time, this point is located on a gentle slope. It overlooks the entire resort landscape, making our hotel appear to occupy a vast area, absolutely grand!"

"Also, we have a rendering of the lobby that can be chosen for the leaders to see our interior decoration, including revolving doors, carpets, large-scale paintings, and oversized glass windows. It looks sophisticated at first glance!" Although the interior decoration of the hotel is not within Ma's responsibilities, some conceptual matters still need to be considered.

Apart from these things and modern imported appliances, we also need some of our own things. Since visitors have come to China, to our Shandong province, they must want to see our own things. Travelers on their journey definitely want to see more local specialties. If this restaurant is made to be exactly the same as a resort in the outskirts of London, it would be meaningless.

"Our province's Nan Yu wood carving is very famous. We can ask the local arts and crafts factory to specially produce art pieces such as wooden screens and wooden ornaments to be sent over. Then, they can be placed in the lobby to show the unique features of our province to foreign guests. And who knows, it might even facilitate export trade and foreign exchange earnings."

"Well, this is a great idea. The leader will definitely be happy to hear it! Oh, it's better to have a professional in architecture. Let's have Zhongqiu come over. He definitely wouldn't have thought of all these details. How could he understand these tactics! Ma Gong was very satisfied, "Okay, so the direction for these four renderings is decided like this. How long will it take for you to complete them?"

"How soon do you need it?" Lin asked, emphasizing the importance of timing when submitting the proposal. If you submit too early, the client may have plenty of time to request changes casually. It's better to hold off and submit it just when they are ready to show it to their leader, so they won't have the time to ask for adjustments.

"Is one week enough? I need to report it to the leader next Wednesday, so you have to hand it to me before Monday." If something goes wrong, there will still be time to make up for it, but if it's delayed any further, it will be too late.

"A bit tight on time, I'll try to stay up late to finish the drawing!" Lin Lou furrowed his brows slightly, but deep down he was actually quite happy. For someone as experienced as him, it shouldn't take this long to create a rendering."

"Hurry up, Qiao has already talked to the finance department. When Xiao Zhang comes to collect the drawings from you, I will have him give you the money directly! Oh, and when the first drawing is done, bring it over for me to take a look first!" Ma is still a bit worried, good words need to be backed up by actions.

"Okay, I'll come find you at this hour the day after tomorrow!" Linlou agreed.

After listening to Zhang Jianping for a while, now his head is buzzing. He can earn two thousand yuan in a week? When did money become so easy to earn? I work hard for a whole month and only get 442 yuan. This is so unfair!

Thank the lonely youtiao, Hope Shang, the person who likes to commit suicide, and the Three Red Fans Alliance for your tips.
Chapter 30: tossing and turning and unable to sleep

"I have prepared all the information for you. Take these back with you!" Ma Gong patted the documents on the table. Architectural renderings are not created out of thin air; they are based on relatively specific plan dimensions, which must be strictly adhered to according to the architectural design drawings.

After checking the information, Lin confirmed that nothing was missing, and then accepted it. "Ma Gong, I will go to the site to take a look now, and then I will go back to start drawing!"

In addition to designing drawings, on-site surveys need to be done. Many architectural rendering companies in later generations do not do this step, relying solely on photos or other materials to start drawing directly, which may not be accurate enough.

However, speaking of it, asking the rendering company to conduct on-site surveys for a 2000 yuan rendering may indeed be a bit difficult for them. I'm afraid that the money may not even cover the travel expenses.

Fortunately, the Yunsong Club is located in the outskirts of Nanjiang City, so the commute wasn't too difficult. Linlou went home and found a bicycle to ride back to the club. Once there, he took out pen and paper to start recording various details. At this moment, he couldn't help but habitually yearn for the future again. In the future, there's no need for all this trouble. At most, just hand-draw one or two general maps, and then use a phone to take photos of the rest of the details. A phone with millions of pixels can basically meet these needs.

Currently, Martin Cooper from Motorola only invented the world's first mobile phone, the Dyna-TAC, seven years ago. It took ten hours to charge and could only be used for half an hour, making it difficult to make calls, let alone take photos.

Cameras are also luxury goods. A Seagull DF model costs over 500 yuan, while a Seagull 4A is 200 yuan. Even the cheaper Hongmei 2 model costs about 40 to 50 yuan each. If it's an imported camera, it's even more expensive, generally ranging from several hundred to over a thousand yuan. For families with a monthly income of only a few dozen yuan, this is definitely a significant expense.

If converted to the price in the future, the price of a camera in the 1980s is equivalent to tens of thousands of dollars now. Back then, owning a camera was definitely cooler than having an iPhone a few years earlier, it was a surefire way to attract attention.

Moreover, the cameras available for sale are also very rare now. In addition to money, industrial coupons are also required. Often, only professionals such as journalists and photographers can rely on the convenience of their units to use cameras, and very few are used by individuals for leisure purposes.

When the money from this time arrives, perhaps I can buy a camera. After all, I will have to go out for field work after entering university, and having a camera will definitely be convenient! As for the issue of industrial coupons, let Lin Shengbin help to resolve it. He is the deputy director of a department with real power, and getting some industrial coupons should not be difficult for him.

After taking a tour of the Cloud Pine Club and noting down the necessary details, Linlou rode his bike back home. When he arrived home, it was time for dinner, so he shared today's events with his family.

"Two thousand yuan? Just by drawing a few pictures?" Lin Shengbin felt speechless once again. Why do I feel like I have failed as a father? After toiling for a whole year, I still earn less than my son drawing a few pictures?

"Is this considered art as well? Artworks always fetch a good price. Some of the teachers in our school's art department have been doing well these past few years!" Jiang Yunying had heard some gossip and was relatively accepting of it. "Since someone has entrusted the work to you, you should do a good job on the painting! Don't let down Teacher Zhong's kindness. After you receive the money, go visit Teacher Zhong."

"Oh, I know. I will buy some better oil painting pigments and give them to Teacher Zhong when the time comes!" Just one sentence allowed me to earn two thousand yuan. I can't just have no response, right? Whether Zhong Qiu is interested or not is one thing, and whether I have this intention is another. Linlou understands this principle.

"Yunying, could you inquire at the school and find out if there are any other hobbies that Teacher Zhong has? Once you find out, I will go prepare!" After discussing personal matters, Lin Shengbin then talked about the use of this money, "Based on the current sales situation, it may not be long before that book needs to be reprinted. In that case, the expenses for Xiaoqiao's trip abroad could almost be covered by this payment alone."

"Since that's the case, keep these two thousand bucks for yourself. But it should be kept with your mom first. If you plan to use it, ask your mom for it first!" Lin Shengbin was still a bit worried that Linlou had never handled such a large amount of money before and might spend it carelessly.

"I've made up my mind. Let's start by getting a TV for the family." Over the years, the Lin family has been frugal in order to support their two children's education. They have not been able to afford any household appliances, but with this unexpected income, buying a TV is no longer a problem.

Nowadays, a black-and-white TV costs 500 yuan. With that money, there's still some left after buying the TV. So Linlou continued, "My brother needs some decent clothes to go abroad, and a good suitcase. I'll buy them for my brother first. When he earns a lot of money in the US, I'll ask him to buy me American brand names!"

"If there's anything left, I'll buy myself a camera. When I get to school, I'm sure I'll want to take a lot of photos. Having a camera will be great!" Lin said decisively.

Wow, nowadays 2000 yuan really goes a long way. If you were to save it for the future, it might not even be enough for a meal and a hotel room with a girl, let alone buying a TV or a camera.

"Have you sorted everything out already? Cameras, suitcases, and the like need to be bought. But as for the TV, let's forget about it. Both of you are about to go to school, and there's no one at home to watch the TV anyway!" Like all parents, Jiang Yunying hopes to spend the money on her children.

As the Lin family discusses how to spend the money, Zhang Jianping also finishes work. He lives in a large residential compound with his parents and younger brother, all squeezed into two small houses. He and his brother sleep outside, where it serves as both the living room and dining room during the day, and their bedroom at night.

When having a meal, Zhang Jianping's mind was filled with thoughts of the two thousand yuan, to the point that he didn't hear a word his mother said to him. His mother had to reach out and wave her hand in front of his eyes, saying, "Jianping, Jianping, I'm talking to you, can you at least respond?"

"What's the matter?" Zhang Jianping woke up.

"How are things going with Shufen?" Zhang Jianping is already 26 years old and is considered a late unmarried youth. He has finally found a partner recently, and his mother is hoping they can get married soon.

"That's it! Mom, I finished eating. I'm going out for a walk!" Zhang Jianping clearly didn't want to talk about this topic. He quickly finished eating a few bites and then put down his bowl and went out.

I wandered outside until after nine o'clock in the evening. I didn't go home until my parents were asleep. After washing my feet and lying in bed, Zhang Jianping tossed and turned, unable to fall asleep. Why is it so easy for others to make money, while it's so difficult for me?

He remembered the two thousand yuan again.
Chapter 31 "Love in Lushan"

It would be great if I could have these two thousand yuan. I could use the money to buy some cigarettes and alcohol vouchers, and buy some gifts to give to the dean. Maybe this time I'll be able to get a room for myself. Having a house, getting married will be a matter of course, right?

No need to worry about the quality of the three-turned-one rare, sewing machine, let's buy Feiren brand, Panda brand is also okay, but forget about those miscellaneous brands; for bicycles, it's either Phoenix brand, or Yongjiu brand, at worst, it should be Feige brand; for watches, let's go with Shanghai brand, even though Seagull and Butterfly are good too, but Shanghai sounds more stylish; for radios, it has to be Red Star brand, the sound is comfortable to listen to.

Getting married in the city is not an easy thing nowadays. The sewing machine, bicycle, watch, and radio have become important criteria for women choosing a spouse. The sewing machine, bicycle, and watch all "turn," while the radio "makes a sound," hence the term "three turn, one sound."

This is almost like in modern times, where having a house and a car is almost a requirement for getting married. If you don't have these, it will be difficult to get married. Although times are changing, the picky nature of the mother-in-law remains the same.

Zhang Jianping is now working in a formal company and is definitely a popular candidate in the marriage market. A few years ago when he first joined the company, many relatives helped him to matchmake, but Zhang Jianping's family conditions are average, his parents are both workers in the street factory, and their house is not spacious, they do not even have a place for a wedding.

The girls from the village back home are definitely willing to marry him in order to move to the city, but Zhang Jianping doesn't find them appealing. The city girls are educated and know how to dress well, but their standards are high too! You need to have a stable job and a house to get married, right? If you don't have these, those girls at the wedding might laugh at you!

So, in the course of time, Zhang Jianping was delayed. Last year, someone finally introduced him to a woman with similar conditions. The woman, Jin Xiaoling, worked in a textile factory and looked fairly decent. People thought it was prestigious for him to work in a design institute, so they tried to get in touch with him.

At first, the conversation was going well, but after Jin Xiaoling visited Zhang Jianping's home for the first time, her attitude suddenly turned cold. How can they get married in such a small house like theirs? Do they have to live with their younger brother-in-law after marriage? Is it necessary to separate the space with a curtain and ask their family members to leave on weekends in order to have some privacy? Who can endure such a life?

Zhang Jianping was still somewhat puzzled at the time and thought he had said something wrong to provoke Jin Xiaoling. He quickly took things and went to Jin's house to apologize, but unexpectedly received sarcastic remarks from Jin's mother. It was only then that Zhang Jianping realized where the problem was.

He's already 26 this year. It will be even harder to find a partner if he doesn't get married soon. So, in a hurry, Zhang Jianping had to tell Jin's mother that the design institute is about to build houses, and he has a good chance to get one. He can use it as a wedding house. This turned Jin's mother's anger into happiness, and Jin Xiaoling became enthusiastic again.

However, Zhang Jianping himself knows that the design institute is indeed preparing to build a high-rise. If the unit that designs houses doesn't have houses to live in, wouldn't it become a joke? But currently resources are scarce, cement and steel bars are in short supply. Therefore, the number of houses in this batch is limited. According to the rumors, units may allocate houses to employees based on factors such as position and length of service, and then distribute the houses according to the scores.

Zhang Jianping calculated his own situation against various versions of the grading criteria, and almost every version hovered around the passing line. Whether he could get a passing grade was still uncertain. If he could get it, it would be fine, but if he couldn't, would Jin Xiaoling still be willing to marry him?

Even her mother-in-law could take a broomstick and beat herself out, not to mention they have to move three times and make one sound except for the house. Since that day, every holiday, Jin Xiaoling would take her to the mall to look at sewing machines, watches, bicycles, and tape recorders.

Just waiting for Zhang Jianping to gather enough money and industrial coupons to buy. Every time he strolls in the mall, Zhang Jianping looks pale. Shanghai brand watch is 120, Phoenix brand bicycle is 160, Feiren brand sewing machine is 150, and Red Star brand radio is also 100. All these add up to more than 500. I can't save up for it even if I don't eat or drink for a year, not to mention the industrial coupons!

Thinking of these, Zhang Jianping felt as stressed as those young people in the future who couldn't afford a house. His hair had turned white, and he spent every day worrying about how to flatter the leaders, earn more points for a house, borrow money and industrial coupons, and get everything ready for the Three Transformations and One Accomplishment.

However, every time I toss and turn for a long time without finding a solution, I end up exhausted and fall asleep. Today, after being stimulated so much again, Zhang Jianping found it even harder to fall asleep.

The next day after work, Zhang Jianping hastily borrowed a bicycle and rushed to the cinema. The recent movie "Love in Lushan" has been released, and its beautiful scenery and romantic love story have quickly captured the hearts of young people in the city, sparking a wave of enthusiasm for watching the film in major cities. Jin Xiaoling has been wanting to watch it, so Zhang Jianping had to find a way to buy the tickets.

However, for such a popular movie, getting tickets is not an easy task. Zhang Jianping missed the opportunity to buy tickets, and was complained to several times by Jin Xiaoling.

When Zhang Jianping arrived at the entrance of the cinema, there was already a long line outside the ticket window. He looked at the length of the line and felt a sense of panic in his heart. Oh no, looks like he won't be able to watch a movie today again!

As expected, when Zhang Jianping was still more than 20 meters away from the ticket window, the ticket seller poked his head out and said, "Sold out, sold out! All the tickets for today are gone. Everyone, please disperse!" Then he slammed down the wooden board, and a huge sigh immediately rose from the crowd.

"How come it's all sold out so quickly? It was earlier than the day before yesterday yesterday, and even earlier than yesterday today. Did you all give away the tickets to someone else?" Someone complained discontentedly, but the ticket window remained shut, and no one even bothered to respond to them.

Oh, Xiaoling is going to complain to me again when I go to the factory to pick someone up! Zhang Jianping shook his head. Maybe I should ask for leave tomorrow and come in early instead?

"Hey, buddy, want some tickets? Movie tickets for 'Romance on Mount Lu'!" As Zhang Jianping walked a few steps, he heard someone calling out at the mouth of the alley. He turned around and saw a small thug with long hair and bell-bottom pants. Zhang Jianping instinctively wanted to refuse. He didn't want to deal with this kind of person, but the thought of Jin Xiaoling made him unable to resist stopping.

"How much is it?" Zhang Jianping asked.

"Which row are you looking for?" The little rascal took out a stack of tickets and fanned them out in a semicircle, "The last row is fifty cents, the middle is one yuan, and the front is one yuan and fifty cents!"

"You're selling a two cent ticket for such a high price?!" Zhang Jianping exploded.
Chapter 32 Instigating

"How fresh! We haven't even eaten our meal and we're already queuing up. Why shouldn't we make some hard-earned money? It's already August, the month for ** is long gone!" The young ruffian smirked mockingly, "If it's not for making money, why bother with this?"

"But you can't sell it at such a high price! Can you make it cheaper? How about 30 cents per ticket? One extra cent for each ticket, and you can earn two cents for two tickets!" Zhang Jianping originally wanted to leave, but couldn't bring himself to move a step when he thought of Jin Xiaoling. If he didn't manage to buy the tickets today, she would definitely be upset.

"Sanmao? Just stay wherever it's cool! No money, no watching movies!" The young delinquent sneered, shrugged off Zhang Jianping, and continued to tout the movie tickets to other customers, "Come and buy tickets for 'Love in Lushan'! If you miss this opportunity, there won't be this chance again!"

"How much?... So expensive, forget it, give me two tickets, I want the back row!" Despite the ticket price being more than double at the box office, it still didn't stop people's enthusiasm for watching movies, and there were people willing to grit their teeth and buy tickets.

Zhang Jianping stood there, watching as the movie tickets were sold one by one, exchanging for a stack of banknotes. As he saw the tickets decreasing, he couldn't help himself and quickly took out money from his pocket, saying, "Give me two tickets for the back row."

"The tickets for the back row are sold out, only the middle and front row ones are left. Do you want the one for one yuan or the one for one yuan and five cents?" At the ticket counter, the ticket price is two cents regardless of the row. However, when it comes to his place, the price is increased depending on the position, just like the tickets for concerts in the future.

In the future, apart from the small couples who are not here for watching movies, most people prefer to buy seats in the middle because the distance is suitable and comfortable to watch. However, at present, people still prefer seats closer to the front, so the front row seats are the most expensive.

"That's it? Only five mao per ticket already made Zhang Jianping feel heartbroken for several days. He couldn't bear it even more if it was one yuan per ticket. But as he watched the number of tickets in the hands of the little gangster diminish, he reluctantly took out two yuan and bought two tickets."

Did you just make 1.6 RMB? Zhang Jianping is considering getting some tickets to resell. But he also knows that hooligans surely didn't buy tickets from the ticket window. They must have connections to get tickets directly from the cinema. This business is not something anyone can do.

So he had to bear the regret and quickly rode his bicycle to the textile factory. Jin Xiaoling finished work a bit later and waited at the entrance for a while. She then saw him and he hurriedly went up to her, presenting the movie tickets as if offering a precious gift. "I got them, two tickets in the middle! I waited in line for a long time to buy them!"

He didn't have the courage to say that he bought it at a high price. As expected, Jin Xiaoling smiled with surprise, "Oh, did you finally manage to buy it? It starts at 7:30? Then we need to hurry up, so we won't be late!"

"Alright, hop on!" Zhang Jianping effortlessly mounted the bicycle and sped off with Jin Xiaoling. The warmth coming from behind made his heart flutter, and the bumpy road intensified this feeling even more. Each time their bodies touched, he found it hard to control himself. For a mature single man, this sensation was quite stimulating.

We need to get married quickly so that after getting married, we can... Zhang Jianping started fantasizing about the happy life after marriage. When they arrived at the cinema entrance, Jin Xiaoling got off from the back seat. He was reluctant to get off. If only this journey could be a little longer.

After parking the bicycle, passing by the entrance of the cinema, Zhang Jianping saw Jin Xiaoling's eyes lingering at the candy store. He gritted his teeth and bought some melon seeds and soda, and even bought a one-yuan ticket - there was no point in being so indecisive.

Upon entering, he found that the movie theater was filled with young couples, some even daring to hold hands. This made Zhang Jianping feel envious as he glanced at Jin Xiaoling, but he didn't dare to reach out.

At half past one, the movie officially begins. The film tells the story of Zhou Yun, the daughter of a former Kuomintang general who resides in the United States, returning to her ancestral homeland to visit Mount Lu. There, she serendipitously meets Geng Hua, the son of a high-ranking official, and the two fall in love at first sight. The beautiful scenery of Mount Lu and the romantic story of the handsome man and the beautiful woman make the young people yearn for it, almost completely immersed in the film.

The only thing that dampened the mood was the staff in the aisles shining flashlights on the crowd from time to time, and loudly reprimanding anyone who behaved even slightly inappropriately. Zhang Jianping found it both annoying and envious - annoyed because these people disturbed his movie-watching experience, and envious of the couples who dared to show affection in the cinema. When would he also be able to hold hands with Xiaoling?

The movie has ended, but after coming out, Jin Xiaoling is still immersed in the beautiful fantasy created by the film. She says, "Ah, look at them! As long as they love each other, they can get married without worrying about housing. How nice! Hey Jianping, does your family have any overseas relatives or something?"

It would be great if Zhang Jianping also had an uncle or relative who is a high-ranking official in the Kuomintang! Then I could soon wear nice clothes and live in a big house like the character Zhou Yun in the movies.

"Our family has been poor farmers for eight generations. Where would we find any wealthy relatives?" Zhang Jianping said with a bitter smile. "I also wish we had some overseas connections like many families do nowadays. It would really make a difference. But unfortunately, our family doesn't have any."

The two of them walked to Jin Xiaoling's house together. The cold wind blew, bringing Jin Xiaoling back from her romantic reverie to reality. She asked about the house.

Zhang Jianping didn't want to talk about these, so he started talking about some office gossip instead, "Recently, our institute has taken on a big project to build a new foreign-related hotel. I'm also in the project team, so when it's finished, I'll take you to visit!"

"Really?" Upon hearing this, Jin Xiaoling's eyes brightened, "How good is it? Better than Nanjiang Hotel?"

"You can't compare them at all. Nanjiang Hotel has been around for over twenty years and it's already old. But this one is newly built, with carpets, sofas, large glass windows... I feel like it's even more stylish than the hotels in Shanghai! Not to mention, just for the sake of drawing the renderings, we spent two thousand yuan in the courtyard. Tsk, money is just too easy to earn, isn't it? He's just a student, yet he can earn four years of my salary in just one week!" As he spoke, Zhang Jianping couldn't help but mention Lin Lou.

"Student? 2000 yuan? You better explain it to me properly!" Jin Xiaoling stopped in her tracks.

"Every design project needs a rendering, I already took you to see it before..." Zhang Jianping explained the situation again.

Jin Xiaoling's eyes sparkled, and she suddenly grabbed Zhang Jianping's hand. "Jianping, do you think we can get some from here?"
Chapter 33 Just a Student

This was the first time Jin Xiaoling had taken the initiative to hold Zhang Jianping's hand, but before he could savor the moment, he was startled by her words, "Somehow? Do you mean taking some from this two thousand yuan and leaving it behind?"

"What else could I do?" Jin Xiaoling really regretted that she couldn't turn iron into steel. How can you be so awkward! Nowadays even the textile factory is a bit chaotic, with people giving money to the leaders to get goods cheap, stealing raw materials from the factory and selling them outside. Under such influence, Jin Xiaoling has learned some unscrupulous means.

“When the time comes, he wants me to go to the finance office to get money for him. I should mention that I can show some sentiments, if he is sensible enough, giving me a few tens of yuan may not be impossible!” Zhang Jianping thought seriously. With this, he could get a month's salary in hand, which would be equivalent to half of a radio. It's not bad at all.

“Why are you so narrow-minded!” Jin Xiaoling wanted to twist Zhang Jianping's ears when she heard these words. Oh, there are two thousand yuan right there, and all you see is a few tens of yuan? She forgot that she herself doesn't even make thirty yuan a month! She hasn't been regularized yet and is only paid an intern's salary.

"I just heard you talk for a long time. It seems like the leader in your department didn't specify how much to pay the college student for drawing a few pictures, right? They asked you to give him the money later, so in the end, any amount would be okay, right?" Jin Xiaoling wasn't good at anything when she was in school, but she was exceptionally sharp when it came to these things.

"It's fine, let's take 1,500 and leave him with 500. Making 500 a week, where else can we find such a good deal? He should be satisfied!" She was not polite at all, and directly cut off three quarters.

"Jianping, with this fifteen hundred, we will have enough for our down payment! We can even buy a television! And you can give some gifts to our leaders, and we will have a house! By then, the two of us can move into our new house, sit on the sofa, and watch TV. What a beautiful life that will be!" Jin Xiaoling held onto Zhang Jianping's arm, rested her head on his shoulder, and spoke in an unprecedented gentle tone.

When she spoke, the heat from her breath blew onto Zhang Jianping's ears, making him feel itchy inside, and he almost wanted to agree immediately. However, he restrained himself a bit and calmly shook his head, saying, "I'm afraid that won't work. The leaders in the hospital didn't mention much money, but Xiaolin was introduced by Professor Zhong from Nanjiang University. Professor Zhong used to charge 600 yuan for a drawing for our hospital. If the price for Xiaolin's work is too different, they will definitely be suspicious. Besides, Professor Zhong must have already told Xiaolin about the price."

"How does that matter? Is the person surnamed Zhong the leader of your department? Can we trust the price he mentioned? Besides, what difference does it make even if there's a big price gap? He's just a student, why should he be compared to a teacher? The wages of a grade six worker in our factory are much higher than mine, what have I said? It's all the same principle!" Jin Xiaoling immediately rebutted.

If you dare to complain about the wages of a level six worker being higher than yours in the factory, do you believe that the factory manager will immediately send you home? What level are you at, and what level is the level six worker at?

Zhang Jianping only thought about these words in his heart but didn't dare to say them out loud. At the same time, Jin Xiaoling's words made him start to feel moved. Yes, the money was given to him by me, without going through the leaders of the hospital. If I really withhold it, he won't be able to do anything, right? Five hundred yuan a week is already a lot. If he doesn't agree, then I won't have a single penny left.

"No no no, she is a college student. If she gets angry and complains to our leader, I will not only have to return the money but also be reprimanded. I can't do this!" Zhang Jianping was only slightly tempted and still didn't dare to make up his mind.

"What's wrong with the college students? Even our factory has college students who are just so dull, only know how to operate machines, and never bother to interact with the leaders! Why is that? Just because they've studied a few more days, they become regular employees as soon as they enter the factory, while I have to start from an internship?" exclaimed Jin Xiaoling, her voice turning sharp.

For these reasons, many people in the textile factory have been mocking those two college students, but they didn't react, did they? I think the more educated they are, the more timid and fearful they become. "These bookish nerds are easy to deal with. When the time comes, just take 500 yuan over and say it's the intention of the institute. Is he still brave enough to go to your leaders then?"

"Oh, by the way, what does his family do?" I almost forgot about this. If his family is powerful, then I might have to be more restrained.

"Isn't her mother a teacher at Nanjiang University? It seems like that's why she was introduced by Professor Zhong." Zhang Jianping paused and said.

"That's even less to worry about! University teachers might talk a good game, but when it comes to getting things done, they can't hold a candle to the public security bureaus. These bookish types are really soft-hearted. A little scare and they'll wet their pants!" Now, Jin Xiaoling felt relieved. Although Nanjiang University is famous, it's not responsible for things outside its grounds."

"Jianping, don't you want to marry me?" Women are born actresses. Seeing Zhang Jianping hesitating, Jin Xiaoling's eyes turned red and tears fell down as she sobbed, "If you look down on me, I won't hold you back. Let's just call it quits and you can find someone else!"

If I could find it, why would I still... Zhang Jianping is in a panic, reaching out to wipe Jin Xiaoling's tears but hesitating, "Xiaoling, don't you understand my feelings? In this lifetime, I don't want anyone but you!"

"What do you have to marry me? You don't even have a house? Do you expect me to squeeze into a room with your younger brother? Marrying over without a bicycle, sewing machine, watch, or radio, do you want to keep me from holding my head up forever?" Jin Xiaoling launched a rapid attack, leaving Zhang Jianping defenseless.

"I...I am...just trying to save some money," Zhang Jianping said awkwardly.

"Savings? With your monthly salary of 44.2 RMB, how many years will it take to afford these things?" Jin Xiaoling sneered, forgetting that she only earns 28.5 RMB a month, even less than Zhang Jianping!

"It used to be impossible, but now such a great opportunity is right in front of you. Why don't you cherish it? If you miss this chance, and Mr. Zhong is replaced next time, then you will have no hope at all! If he is not happy, you can say that there will still be work in the future, and you will hand it all over to him! Will that be okay?"

"Jianping!" Jin Xiaoling's voice softened again as she wrapped her arms around Zhang Jianping, pressing half of her body against him. "I'm doing all this for our future home, you know!"

Zhang Jianping was originally greatly stimulated by the two thousand yuan, and then was unable to resist the combination of punches from Jin Xiaoling. Finally, he gritted his teeth and said, "Alright, I'll give it a try later!"
Chapter 34 Fresh and Bright

"Yes, this is what a real man should be like! In this day and age, it's the brave who survive and the cowardly who starve. When will we ever earn enough to get married on our measly salaries?" Jin Xiaoling felt a great sense of relief, thinking that she hadn't wasted so much effort in vain!

When the 1,500 yuan is in hand, we can buy everything we need for the wedding, and we can also repaint the new house. When we get married in the future, I bet their eyes will pop out! Showing off in front of me all day long, is it fun? Just a few boxes of face cream, two scarves, as if no one else can afford them! Will your wedding be as glorious as mine?

"He's supposed to go to your department the day after tomorrow to hand in the samples, right? Be careful not to let Mahara and him talk too much, so as not to reveal anything." Jin Xiaoling was afraid of making mistakes and reminded carefully.

"I know. Ma is only good at technical matters. When he meets this kid, he will definitely only talk about technical stuff and won't discuss anything else. People, when they haven't made up their minds, are easy to deal with. But once they do, they only focus on the positive and ignore any flaws. They only think about what they believe they can gain."

"My mom used to say that you are timid and have no ambitions. If I were with you, I would definitely suffer. However, I have always believed in you." Jin Xiaoling held onto Zhang Jianping's arm tightly, giving some sweetness to the man before he handled things. This seems to be a female instinct. Although no one taught Jin Xiaoling, she learned it instinctively.

"Xiaoling, don't worry. If you follow me, you'll definitely have a good life." The soft touch on his arm made Zhang Jianping feel dry-mouthed. His heart raced, and he stood there stunned.

Just as he was wondering if he could do something, a loud shout suddenly came from the intersection, "Hey, what are you doing? Behaving like hooligans on the street! You two, stop right there!"

"Jianping, run!" The two of them were so scared that they ran as fast as they could. After running for a while, they remembered that they were still pushing their bicycles. Zhang Jianping quickly pedaled a few steps, and Jin Xiaoling caught up and jumped onto the back seat, finally shaking off those people.

"Haha! Two legs still want to catch up with me on wheels?" After crossing two more streets, Zhang Jianping finally stopped, and then laughed with Jin Xiaoling. This little incident made him feel that his relationship with Jin Xiaoling had taken another step forward.

"No matter how good it is, it belongs to someone else! I'm still waiting for you to buy me a new Phoenix bicycle!" By then, I will ride the new bicycle to work every day, and many people will surely envy me.

"Well, only by buying a new phoenix can I bring this true phoenix back home." Zhang Jianping said in a pun.

"Ugh, forget the phoenix, why don't you call me a swan!" Jin Xiaoling spat coquettishly. It was rare for her to show this girlish side in front of Zhang Jianping, leaving him momentarily stunned.

It took a long time for him to react, "That's not right. If you are a swan, then I would become a toad, right?" Then their laughter echoed on the street again.

At this time, Linlou is working at home. The first draft of the rendering is almost finished. He first sketches with a pencil, establishes the positions of various details according to the proportion and scale of the building, pays attention to the size changes brought by perspective, and roughly outlines the site relationship around the building.

Then according to the pressed pencil draft, draw ink lines, paying attention to the relationship between the thickness of the lines and the overall contrast of virtual and solid, with the architectural structure and outline lines relatively thick, and the depiction lines inside the building relatively thin; choose the visual center for detailed depiction.

When coloring with a marker, start from the dark part of the image, pay attention to the coverage and strokes of the marker, and ensure the integrity of the image from the overall perspective. After the color dries, proceed with a second layer of coloring, being accurate and quick to prevent the color from smudging and becoming cloudy.

Finally, make detailed adjustments and refinements to make the visual focus more prominent through the contrast of light and dark; after finishing, Linlou carefully looked at it, and then added a car to the entrance of the restaurant, a customer had just gotten out of the car and was walking towards the hotel lobby. As for this customer's hair, of course, it should be dyed blonde, so it is obvious that they are a foreign guest.

By paying attention to such small details, there is no doubt that it can increase persuasiveness and satisfy the leaders. Only when they are satisfied can the project be approved as soon as possible. In this way, these renderings are not drawn in vain.

The rendering is almost finished. He told Ma Gong that it would take a day, but with his efficiency, it should only take a couple of hours. After all, so many years of practice and experience were not gained in vain.

"So quickly finished? At this rate, does it mean that you can finish all four drawings in just one day? Then why did you tell them it would take a week?" Lin Qiao asked curiously.

"If I submit it tomorrow, people may think that I don't care. It's like someone asking our dad to do something, if our dad does it right away, people will think it's easy and won't appreciate it. But if days go by and when the time is almost up, our dad tells them it's done, they won't appreciate it at all! Ah, doing work also requires skill, otherwise, you may put in a lot of effort but not achieve much."

In the architectural design circle, there is a classic practice. The first line of the practice goes: "One night, two clients are urging for drawings in the middle of the night. So, I had to work overtime until 7 am on Saturday morning. I finished the drawings by 8 am and went to bed at 9 am. It was very painful."

The following sentence is: "It's only 9 minutes past 10, and Party A has sent 8 text messages and made 7 phone calls, requiring 6 adjustments, plus 5 drawings, to be completed within 4 hours, involving 3 documents, and taking only 1 hour of sleep over the weekend in 2 days."

The final horizontal inscription should consist of the original four characters!

Sometimes it's not that the solution you put forward first is not good, but when Party A looks at it, there are still several days left on the timeline. Anyway, there's nothing else to do, so they might as well make some changes. Maybe it'll turn out even better! This kind of thing that makes people extremely frustrated happens frequently, which has led designers to develop the habit of taking their time to deliver their work.

The next day, Lin painted two drawings in the morning, and finished the last one in just an hour and a half in the afternoon. She even had time to continue sketching at the school.

At the agreed time, he brought the front view rendering to the design institute and handed the draft to Ma Gong. The staff in Ma Gong's office immediately gathered around. "Let's also see the level of Tsinghua University students!"

"Wow, this picture is really nice! The colors look bright and vibrant! Not like those dull ones before!"

"Yes, it's quite bright. What kind of pigment are you using?" Ma asked. In the past, the design institute used watercolor for drawing renderings because it's inexpensive and has strong coverage, but the downside is that the colors can be a bit dull and not bright enough.

"Marker pen!" Lin pulled one out from his bag and handed it to Ma.
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Lin Lou took off the cap of the pen, found a piece of scrap paper, and drew a few strokes on it, outlining the shiny and vibrant colors. The ink used in the marker pen is oil-based, with bright colors and little change between wet and dry. It will not become dull like watercolor pigment after drying, affecting the visual experience.

"Not bad at all! The effect is better than watercolor, and it's not as troublesome as oil paints. Can I give it a try?" After getting permission from Mr. Lin, a young designer next to him took the marker and drew a few strokes on the paper. It felt quite good. "No need to mix the paint yourself, just pick up the pen and start drawing. Besides, the control of the hard marker tip is much better than the soft one. It's perfect for sketching."

"Ma Gong, let's buy a few for our institute too," they are now outsourcing the business of the rendering of the effect drawings out of necessity. Some of the young people in the institute are also practicing, and they naturally want to use such a handy tool.

"I'll give it a try!" Ma Gong also took it and experienced it. "Look, the color on this rendering is the same as the one I just drew, and it doesn't change color at all. It's really good. Xiaolin, how much does this pen cost? Where did you buy it?"

"A single piece is five yuan, right? A set of thirty-six colors, so that adds up to one hundred and eighty yuan," Linlou thought for a moment and said, "This was sent to me by the paper mill. At the time, I didn't know the price. It was Lin Shengbin who went to inquire and found out."

"Five yuan? So expensive? A 405 gold pen only costs eight yuan and six cents, and an ordinary steel pen only costs two yuan and forty-five cents. With the price of your set, you could buy more than twenty gold pens!" Ma Gong was shocked, as who could afford a set that costs one hundred and eight yuan.

More expensive than a bicycle, what does your family do to afford spending so much money to buy you a pen? Zhang Jianping, who was standing nearby, was startled to hear this. Could he be the child of that leader? If that's the case, I need to weigh my options carefully, so as not to hit the iron plate.

"Ma Gong, this also counts as production equipment, right? The team next door, who are in the construction department, even bought several calculators. Those are much more expensive than just a few pens! Ma Gong, let's buy fewer, just two sets, and we can share them!" pleaded the young designers. "We promise to use other pens for practice and only use this... this marker for the final drawing and coloring."

"I'll think about it. When you come back, write a report for me. I'll see if I can find a suitable opportunity to submit it to the dean!" Ma Gong also felt tempted, this money is indeed quite useful.

"Thank you, Mark!" The young designers smiled with pleasure and continued to color on the paper. As they did so, one of them asked, "Hey, Xiaolin, why is this kind of pen called a marker pen? Is there a story behind it?"

"The English name for this type of pen is Marker pen or marker, which literally translates to '记号笔' in Chinese. The term '马克笔' is a transliteration. Currently, it is not being produced domestically, so if you want to buy it, you can only purchase it from overseas," Mr. Lin replied.

"Imported?" Ma realized something was wrong immediately and quickly asked, "Xiao Lin, when you said five for one, did you mean five Chinese yuan?"

"Um, no, at that time we paid in US dollars. Five dollars per unit, thirty-six units in total, adding up to a total of one hundred eighty dollars!" The paper mill had just imported equipment, and there were still some US dollars in its accounts. This amount of money might not be enough to purchase technical guidance and parts from RB, but it was more than enough to pay Linlou's remuneration.

If it weren't for Linlou helping them so much, saving them the foreign exchange for purchasing RB parts and technology, and allowing them to resume production as soon as possible, Qiu Hongjun would really hesitate to buy such an expensive pen for him.

"Five dollars! Alright, forget what I just said. You guys don't need to write the report. This thing is not affordable for us! It's a good product, but unfortunately, it's too expensive!" A set of pens costs 180 dollars. Not to mention our city's design institute, even the provincial institute wouldn't want to spend that much money, right?

Is my price of 500 too low when they used such an expensive pen to draw the picture for us? Moreover, the visual experience of this rendering is much better than what Zhongqiu drew. Forget it, let's stick with this price for now. I'll raise the price next time when there's work to do. Ma Gong is feeling a bit embarrassed.

"Five dollars! So expensive!" The young man who was using a marker to draw a straight line in a quick manner suddenly shook his hand, and the straight line turned into a fishing hook.

How could I be so careless to use such an expensive pen for random scribbling? What if I damage it? This pen costs me a whole month's salary!

No, even though my monthly salary is equivalent to five US dollars, I wouldn't be able to buy this kind of pen with fifty RMB, right? Nowadays, no one uses the official exchange rate to calculate the value of the US dollar.

"So you're saying that if I casually scribble a few times, I'll lose a hundred bucks?" The young designer quickly returned the pen to Linlou. Who can afford to use this thing?

"Oops! Beautiful fur? You have a wild imagination!" Everyone around was surprised for a moment, then burst into laughter. "Hey, you really cracked me up. Where would the fur come from in the USD? It's divided into cents under one dollar, one dollar equals one hundred cents."

The young man named Meimao blushed and refused to admit defeat. He said, "In my opinion, the currency system of the United States is problematic. They go directly from dollars to cents, without any increments in between. How are you supposed to count accurately? Are you supposed to pull out a pile of coins every time you need to make change?"

"The circulation coins of the US dollar include 1 cent, 5 cents, 10 cents, 25 cents, 50 cents, and 1 dollar, so giving change shouldn't be too complicated!" After Lin explained some knowledge, he also helped to clarify, "However, the currency system in the UK is indeed different from other countries. They have pounds, shillings, and pence."

The expression on the face of the comrade with a beautiful mustache has improved slightly. "I told you, it's not my fault. It's all because those American devils are different from others!"

Lin Lou held back his laughter and didn't say anything. In fact, the yuan, jiao, and fen are among the few three-tier currency systems in the world. The Mark, Franc, Ruble, and others only have two tiers. As for the yen and other large-denomination currencies, the yuan is already the lowest unit. It's pointless to introduce a fraction!

And even the pound, has abolished shillings several years ago, directly stipulating one pound equals one hundred pence. I guess maybe they thought the conversion of 1 pound equals 20 shillings, 1 shilling equals 12 pence was too cumbersome!

When reading the "Harry Potter" novels, everyone is sure to find the conversion of 1 Galleon to 17 Sickles and 1 Sickle to 29 Knuts quite awkward. However, considering the history of the British currency system, it all has realistic basis!

In the office, there was a cheerful atmosphere, but Zhang Jianping's brow was furrowed. What exactly does his family do? Can they still continue with this matter?
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What kind of family is this? Just casually pulling out 180 dollars to buy a pen for the child? Can't we use this money for something else? Buying a bike for the child to ride, wouldn't that be better? Or getting a radio, wouldn't that be nice to listen to?

Hi, what are you thinking? If someone is willing to spend $180 to buy a pen for their child, they must not lack money to buy these things! Just thinking about my worries over the cost of getting married, and seeing someone casually pull out several times the money to buy a pile of seemingly useless things, Zhang Jianping felt a pang in his heart.

The old saying goes, "People die from comparisons, and goods are thrown away in comparison." We are all human, so why do I feel so stifled?

Zhang Jianping is now both jealous and somewhat afraid. It goes without saying that he is jealous, but he is also afraid of the associations he makes with the background of the Lin family. What does their family do? What kind of consequences will I face if I offend them?

In this day and age, who would be willing to spend a hundred and eighty dollars on a pen for their child? It is definitely not a simple matter, either you have connections overseas, or you are engaged in speculative activities, or you are a high-ranking official. Offending any of these types of people is not advisable.

If there are overseas connections at home, once they come back, the leaders in the city will rush to receive them. If they can attract investment, not to mention an immediate promotion, if one embezzles their money, and the other party files a complaint in the city, it will disrupt the great situation of reform and opening up, affecting the beautiful environment for attracting investment in the city. Let alone keeping the job, one might end up in prison.

He's not someone to provoke with his speculative activities. Nowadays, those who dare to do this are really audacious; they won't go and file a complaint, but if you happen to leave work late one day, be careful, someone might just strike at you from behind. If you're lucky, you'll spend a few months in the hospital; if not, it's game over.

Of course, as an official, when I receive a call, even the dean has to apologize and make amends, let alone someone like me who has only been in this position for a few years.

"The picture is good. According to the current standard, work a bit harder these days and try to get the picture out on time so we can take it to the city to report to the leaders! Since we can't afford the pen, let's forget about it. Drawing the picture is the priority now. Ma Gong is the pillar of the design institute now, and he is busy all day. After saying a few words, he asked Zhang Jianping to help with the guests."

Zhang Jianping accompanied Lin Lou out, and couldn't help but ask what he was thinking, "Xiaolin, it seems like your family is pretty well off, huh? I reckon not many parents in Nanjiang City are willing to buy such expensive pens for their children!"

"This was not bought by my family. We're just an average household, with parents earning fixed salaries. These pens were given to me as a token of appreciation for helping the paper mill solve production difficulties and save a significant amount of foreign exchange. I must make this clear. Lin Shengbin works in a public institution and must be cautious about financial matters. I must not allow any unpleasant rumors to spread."

"Aren't you studying architecture? How do you know about production?" Zhang Jianping quickly asked, as if he felt a glimmer of hope reigniting.

"The term 'buildings' includes various types such as residential buildings, factories, and public buildings. It also includes the factory buildings of paper mills. The problem they encountered is actually due to the inadequate anti-corrosion materials. I happen to have read relevant information about this," Lin explained the situation in detail.

"Oh, so that's how it is. No wonder you are a student from Tsinghua University, truly remarkable!" Zhang Jianping gave a thumbs up and breathed a sigh of relief. As long as there's no background at home, he could still think about this matter.

Delivered to the doorstep of the company, Zhang Jianping finally made up his mind, "Early Monday morning, Ma Gong and Qiao Gong will take the drawings to the city for a report. Can you finish the painting this weekend? If you can, give me an address, I'll come to pick up the drawings, and I will pay you directly!"

If I got the map earlier, maybe I could have made it to the mall before it closed and bought the bicycle, tape recorder, sewing machine, and watch. But how should I solve the problem of industrial coupons?

Hi, when the time comes, I'll have fifteen hundred in my pocket. I'm not afraid of not being able to find industrial vouchers, I can just buy them with money! Then, first buy a pair of couple watches for me and Xiaoling, and then one bicycle for each of us. After work, I'll go to the factory to pick her up...

No, you can buy two watches, one bicycle is enough. Zhang Jianping couldn't help but recall the wonderful feeling of having Jin Xiaoling sitting on the back of the bicycle as they flew on the bumpy road.

"No problem, come find me at Nanjiang University on Sunday! I'll either be in the computer room or sketching outside the teaching building, just come straight over!" Lin Lou knew Zhang Jianping's thoughts and said cheerfully.

"Okay, it's settled then. I'll come over after finishing lunch!" After taking the photo and bringing it back to the office for safekeeping, we can go to the mall with Jin Xiaoling.

As for whether Linlou will find any problems, Zhang Jianping is not very worried. Just like Jin Xiaoling said, these college students may know a lot of knowledge, but they lack experience in dealing with people. Plus, they are too shy to talk about money. When they suddenly encounter such a situation, they wouldn't want to make a big fuss. If they just scare them a bit, they will definitely back down.

Just now, it seems that Ma Gong said that he will still look for him to draw in the future. This is actually a good reason. Zhang Jianping has been thinking of excuses these days, and now he has finally come up with a good one.

In the next few days, Linlou still takes it easy. Every morning, he goes to South River University with Linqiao to check on his work progress, give some advice, and then goes to South River University for sketching. After lunch, he will draw a visual effect picture.

Just arrived on Friday and all four renderings are already done. In fact, if time is pressing, he could finish this task in just one day. However, since the deadline given by the client is flexible, there's no need for him to work so hard.

"Two thousand dollars in hand so quickly? If I had known earlier, I would have studied architecture too!" Lin Qiao couldn't help but envy.

Hi, when it comes to making money, is there any other industry that can make money faster than the IT industry in the next forty years? It's not uncommon to see examples of people going from nothing today to becoming billionaires next year in the IT industry. You should continue to work in this highly potential industry, then I can benefit from it.

On Sunday afternoon, Linlou and Linqiao went to the restaurant for a meal. Then Linlou went to the front of the teaching building as agreed and waited for Zhang Jianping while drawing.

At one o'clock sharp, Zhang Jianping arrived in front of Lin's building. "Is the painting ready?"

"Okay." Lin Lou took out the renderings from his bag and showed them one by one to Zhang Jianping.

"Not bad, not bad." After finishing the drawing, Zhang Jianping felt relieved and then took Lin Lou to a corner. He took out a stack of money from his bag and handed it to him, "Here's five hundred RMB, count it."
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"Five hundred? Wasn't it two thousand?" Lin Lou had initially planned to hand over the drawing to Zhang Jianping, but upon hearing this, he put it back into his bag. After being an architect for so many years, he had heard and seen a lot of schemes and scams involving blueprints, and had developed a habit of not letting go until he saw the money. If it's only five hundred, then he wouldn't give up the drawing.

"It was supposed to be around 2,000 yuan!" Zhang Jianping had already prepared his explanation. Even though he didn't hear it personally, just thinking about it casually would make anyone question why someone wouldn't ask about the price before doing the work.

Since he knew that there was no point in denying it to death, he quickly continued, "But you also know that this matter is not for me to decide. Such a large sum of money has to be taken out from the hospital, and it's for a private individual. The people involved in the transaction need to be considerate, right?"

"The finance department took some, Ma Gong and Qiao Gong took some, and this is all I have left! To be honest, it's not a small sum - 500 yuan. It's even more than my annual salary. You earn this much in just one week!" Zhang Jianping said enviously. "Why can't I master this skill?"

If I could, then why would I worry about this little bit of money? I'm afraid I would have married Jin Xiaoling long ago... But if I could really earn two thousand in a week, why would I have to marry Jin Xiaoling? I could just casually pick a pretty girl, couldn't I?

"I trust you because I believe you are honest and won't spread these everywhere! I won't admit to anyone else if they ask!" Zhang Jianping shifted all the blame to the finance department, employees Ma, and Qiao, making it sound more reasonable. Yes, with such a large sum passing through their hands, how many people can resist temptation?"

Anyway, if he were sitting in the positions of Ma Gong, Qiao Gong, or finance, witnessing so much money being given to individuals, it would be unfair to himself if he did not try to take some of it.

"Teacher Zhong never mentioned this to me, and when I met with Ma, he didn't say anything about it either," Lin Lou said calmly. He had seen similar situations before where people would take kickbacks by inflating prices to get more money from their own units, but it didn't concern him. But this time, the money was taken directly from his pocket, and he was not going to accept it.

"How could Ma Gong say such a thing? He's an engineer, a person of status. So whenever something unpleasant happens, it falls on me!" Zhang Jianping looked aggrieved. "Working at the unit is really tough. All the good things go to the leaders, and the unpleasant things get thrown at me."

"Hehe, seems like I've inconvenienced you, huh?" Linlou sneered. He noticed some subtle changes in Zhang Jianping's expression and detected nervousness and fear when he spoke. The apparent sense of being inconvenienced seemed a bit fake. If it was arranged by the leader, what was he afraid of? What was he nervous about?"

"Does Teacher Zhong need to contribute this money? If there is such a rule, Ma Gong is embarrassed to say, and Teacher Zhong will definitely give me some guidance, otherwise it will offend people." When introducing the goods, you must explain both the overt and covert rules clearly so that I can feel assured. If it's not clarified, when problems arise, both the design institute and the workers will blame Teacher Zhong. Why go through all this trouble?"

Regarding this, Zhang Jianping had long prepared a reason, and blurted out in response to Lin Lou's question, "That's different. Professor Zhong is a university professor, and it was our institute that begged for his help. Besides, he and Qiao Gong are old classmates. How can we embarrassingly withhold his money?"

"Oh, I see. Because you don't want to offend Mr. Zhong, so you think it's easy to bully a student like me, right?" Lin Lou's tone turned cold, and a faint sarcastic smile appeared at the corner of his mouth. "You're quite good at underestimating people, aren't you?"

"Xiao Lin, don't be upset either. You have been studying in school all this time and haven't been exposed to the complexities of society. When you start working, you'll understand. The real world is much more complicated than university! I've seen a lot of things like this! As for me, I'm constantly busy in front of the leaders, working hard, enduring more hardships and tiredness than anyone else. But in the end, salary increases, bonuses, and housing allocations have never been related to me. It all goes to whoever flatters the leaders the best. I have no place to reason with that!"

When Zhang Jianping said this, his emotions were quite sincere. Ah, if the leader treated me better, why would I be like this? However, in a technical unit like the Design Institute, apart from a few people, it is already quite difficult for someone like him who doesn't understand technology to stand out.

"It's fine to take less this time. Ma Gong said it himself, there will be more work in the future. There are quite a few projects in the hospital recently, so you will get more next time! This time I'll deduct one thousand five hundred from you, next time one thousand two. After a few times like this, not to mention myself, I'll have enough to cover the expenses for my brother's wedding!"

Zhang Jianping still wants to turn this into a long-term business. It's a pity that he is studying at Tsinghua University. When summer vacation ends, he will have to go to Beijing. He can only make money for another two weeks. It would be great if he were studying at Nanjiang University. He helped the school draw maps for two years. I might be able to afford a full set of imported electrical appliances.

"Find someone else to do the rest of the work! I don't care about earning such a small amount of money! I'm not going to serve anymore!" Although five hundred yuan is already a lot at the moment, why should others get two thousand while I only get five hundred? As a technical professional, maintaining the market value standard for technical work has almost become an instinct, and Lin Lou firmly refuses.

"I don't care what's going on in your hospital. My work is worth 500 yuan. Since you are not willing to pay me this price, there's nothing left to say. I don't want this money either. Return it to wherever it belongs. And these renderings are mine."

Zhang Jianping was suddenly at a loss in the wind. He didn't expect that someone would refuse the 500 yuan placed in front of them. He originally thought that with some coaxing and intimidation, Linlou would give in quickly, but he didn't expect the other party to be so tough!

The more resolute part is yet to come. Lin Lou took out a few sheets of paper from his bag, and the one on the top was the bird's eye view of the restaurant. Before Zhang Jianping could react, he tore it into pieces with a few tears, "Oh, by the way, since you don't want to contribute money, there's no use in me keeping these drawings!"

"I still have things to do, so I won't waste any more time talking to you. You do whatever you need to do!" After saying that, Lin Lou walked away with her bag, leaving Zhang Jianping standing there in shock.

After a while, Zhang Jianping gradually recovered from shock. How dare he? These were the drawings that were going to be sent to the city leaders tomorrow! He just... casually tore them like that?

Oh no, I'm in trouble. Without the blueprint, how am I going to explain to the yard when I get back?
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What should I do? The money has been withdrawn, but the map hasn't been taken back. When I meet the city leader tomorrow, I won't have anything to hand over. Ma Gong will definitely scold me, right? Zhang Jianping panicked. Who said that college students are easy to bully? This is absolutely a tough role! Even if they hold onto my year's salary, I still have to stand up for myself. Why is he so stubborn? Why can't we just get along?

No, we have to find him back quickly! Those two thousand yuan are definitely gone, but I must bring the drawing back! Why did he tear it up? Can he draw so many pictures in just one night?

Zhang Jianping quickly chased after Lin Lou's direction, but he ran all the way to the front of the teaching building and still didn't see Lin Lou's figure. Where did this kid run off to?

Computer room! He had said earlier that he was going to either sketch in front of the teaching building or go to the computer room. Even though Zhang Jianping didn't know why Lin Lou was going to the computer room, he immediately stopped a student and asked for directions to the computer room. Then he hurried over and when he got to the door and tried to enter, he was stopped by someone. "Hey hey hey, what are you doing? Do you even know what this place is? Can you just enter casually?"

The computer room is full of computers, and there is a security guard at the door. It's no problem for a familiar person like Lin to enter, but a stranger like Zhang Jianping definitely won't be let in. What if something gets stolen?

"Oh, I'm from the City Architectural Design Institute, here to find someone!" Zhang Jianping hurriedly took out his work ID and handed it over.

Seeing the work permit, the security guard's expression softened a bit. "Since you are a formal employee, you should understand the rules. Can just anyone enter the financial office of your unit?"

After nitpicking at Zhang Jianping for half the day, he finally asked, "By the way, what are you here for? What does the architectural design institute do? I haven't heard of any cooperation projects with our institute."

"A small project, just a small project," Zhang Jianping said with a smile, "Do you have someone named Lin Lou here? I'm looking for him. Is he inside now?"

"Oh, you're looking for Xiaolou!" The guard grinned. In the past few days, whenever entering or leaving the Lin building, they would exchange a few words. Occasionally, they would even give him a pack of cigarettes. After some time, the guard formed a favorable impression of Lin. As soon as he heard someone was looking for Lin, he almost took it as his own business. "Oh, you're a bit late. He did come in the morning, but he left shortly after."

"When will he be back? If he's not here, is it possible that he went somewhere else?" Zhang Jianping asked repeatedly.

"I don't know. Usually, he just comes in the morning and then doesn't come again. As for where he goes, it's hard to say. He doesn't need to report to me, right? Why don't you go to the school and take a look? See if he's there drawing." The security guard said a lot, but unfortunately, there wasn't much useful information.

Zhang Jianping could only rush out in a hurry, searching all around Nanjiang University, but the university covers hundreds of acres of land. After running a circle, Zhang Jianping was out of breath and couldn't find a trace of the person. He had to return to the computer room and ask the security guard again, "Where else can I find him?"

“Why are you putting in so much effort to find him? His brother is busy inside! If you need anything, just find his brother!”

The security guard's words almost made Zhang Jianping have a brain hemorrhage. "Why didn't you say so earlier?"

"You didn't ask just now." After a plea and sharing half a pack of cigarettes, the security guard went inside to deliver a message for Zhang Jianping. However, the news that came out was not good. "He's busy and doesn't have time to deal with you. If you're willing to wait, then just wait here. He should be out by five or six o'clock!"

"Ah? We have to wait until five or six o'clock? Is there still time for that?" Zhang Jianping was stunned.

And now Lin has arrived at the art studio in the Department of Fine Arts and found Zhong Qiu. He told Zhong Qiu about the matter. This job was introduced by Zhong Qiu, so it is only right to let him know about the situation.

Zhong Qiu immediately frowned after listening, "Isn't this nonsense! I'm not sure about others, but Lao Qiao wouldn't do such a thing. He's probably just trying to make some money for himself, right?"

"I reckon so too. The design institute wouldn't be confused about prioritizing! Their most important task right now is to persuade the city leaders. What's wrong with spending a little money on this project? No one will cause trouble over this trivial matter."

"I'll take you to find Lao Qiao. He should be back from his business trip by now!" We have to report tomorrow, and if this goes wrong, his old classmates will be in trouble, so Zhong Qiu immediately took Lin Lou out.

On the way, Zhong Qiu couldn't help but speak up, "Xiaolou, if you have any trouble with this, you should come to me. Since I introduced this job to you, I must help you get the money back. There's no need for you to tear down the painting, right? This will delay things."

"It was just a scare! I actually drew a few more before, the ones I tore up were just drafts, the final one's still intact!" Lin Lou took out a few drawings from his bag and handed them to Zhong Qiu.

Zhong Qiule laughed, "You little rascal, you are quite slick. I reckon this guy must have been scared to death by you, he should have wet his pants!"

"I also do this job. No matter what, we have to do things well first, so as not to be criticized by others!" This is Zhang Jianping's personal behavior. It's enough to scare him a little, no need to mess up the affairs of the design institute.

"This is right. Whenever we do things well, we can speak confidently no matter where we are," Zhong Qiu appreciates Lin Lou's approach.

When I arrived at Qiao's house, he was reading the drawings carefully. He's going to report tomorrow, so he needs to be prepared in advance. When he saw Zhong Qiu and Linlou coming in, he put down the drawings and said, "Oh, are you two here to deliver the renderings? Didn't Lao Ma ask Zhang Jianping to pick them up?"

"He's better off not going! Thanks to Xiao Lin's quick thinking, otherwise you would have been in trouble!" Zhong Qiu sat down and recounted the situation.

Qiao's face immediately darkened. "This bastard! He dares to meddle in everything! It's lucky that he works in the office. If he were asked to draw, what would we do?"

"Xiao Lin, rest assured, the two thousand yuan is what you deserve, not a penny less!" After saying that, Qiao Gong came out from the door and shouted a few times in the yard, and Ma Gong then popped his head out from upstairs.

Ma Gong also felt indignant when the blame was unfairly placed on him. If it weren't for Xiao Lin's persistence, his own reputation would have been ruined. "Where is he? I'll go find him right now!"

"I guess he's still running around the school looking for me, huh?" Lin Lou couldn't help but laugh at the thought of Zhang Jianping running around the school with sweat pouring down his face. This is what happens when you don't keep your eyes open.
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"Qiao Gong, Ma Gong!" Zhang Jianping, who was sitting at the door of the computer room, saw Linlou coming over with Qiao Gong and Ma Gong, and immediately stood up nervously. His mood plummeted as he knew he was in big trouble.

Any lie, no matter how well it is fabricated, will burst like a soap bubble when all parties involved come together to tell the truth. Ma Gong is about to step forward to rebuke, Qiao Gong pulls him back. This is, after all, a scandal. It's not good for outsiders to know about it. Let's go back and clean it up.

"Zhang Jianping, Xiao Lin has already handed over the rendering to us. We don't need you here. You can go back with us," Qiao Gong said indifferently.

Did he not tear it up? Why is it still here? But now is not the time to dwell on these things. Zhang Jianping's legs have gone weak, he walked unsteadily to Qiao Gong's front, his tears burst out, causing such a situation, not to mention whether he can keep his job, it's possible to go to jail.

"Qiao Gong, I..." Zhang Jianping's knees weakened, and he was about to kneel down in supplication.

Qiao Gong grabbed him and didn't let him kneel down. Then he linked his arms with him and said, "Alright, since everything is settled, let's go back first! Xiaolin, I will come to your place tonight." The drawing has been taken, but the money hasn't been given to the person yet. This can't be delayed, it must be clarified first.

"Then you go ahead." Lin nodded, the next matter was not suitable for outsiders to be involved in. Dealing with Zhang Jianping in the design institute was their responsibility, he only needed to make sure that he would certainly not have a good ending.

Ma Gong and Qiao Gong took Zhang Jianping with them. Zhong Qiu patted his shoulder and said, "Hey, I didn't expect to encounter such a disappointing thing. Fortunately, you are clever, now that the problem is solved, I will continue to go back to painting."

"Hey, I'll come see you again tomorrow!" Lin Lou didn't thank him in empty words. He decided to wait until tomorrow to express his gratitude and discuss the matter after taking the things. He had already figured out what kind of oil painting pigments Zhong Qiu liked to use in these days, and had also found the corresponding brand in the art supply store, waiting to buy it as soon as he had the money.

"Xiao Lin, what's going on?" The security guard asked after the crowd had left.

"It's nothing. The leaders in their unit just think he works too slowly and came over to urge him," Lin Lou casually remarked, there's no need to spread these things everywhere, and the design institute doesn't want more people to know either."

When I got home in the evening, I heard a knock on the door right after dinner. After opening the door, I found that it was Qiao Gong and Zhang Jianping. After introducing each other, Lin Shengbin asked them to sit down, while Jiang Yunying busied herself with making tea and washing fruits.

"No need, no need, let's just sit and chat for a bit! Director Lin, please don't laugh at me. I came here to apologize and make amends." Qiao reached into his bag and handed over two thousand yuan, then explained the situation, "…Xiaolin really helped us a lot this time. It was originally a good thing, but we didn't do our job well, and such a problem happened unexpectedly."

"Hi, there's always trouble when it comes to work! As long as it's solved, it's fine!" Lin Shengbin politely accepted the money and seemed unconcerned.

However, he can choose not to mind it, but Qiao Gong cannot show no reaction at all. He gave Zhang Jianping a meaningful look, and Zhang Jianping obediently stood up and bowed to Linlou to apologize. Since it's an apology, this posture must be done properly.

After the apology, Qiao let him go and then said, "We have already reported the matter to the dean just now. A person like him cannot stay in the office anymore. The dean intends to transfer him to the retired cadre department."

"The old man made a good point. Correcting mistakes and saving people is about punishing the past and preventing the future. Sometimes we can't just condemn people straight away; we should also give them a chance to correct their mistakes. I hope Comrade Zhang Jianping can continue to work hard in the future!" Lin Shengbin understands why the design institute handled it this way. It's not suitable to openly mention the matter of spending money to have someone draw renderings.

If things get blown out of proportion, it would not be good for the institute either. So let's handle it internally and just transfer Zhang Jianping to the department of retired veteran cadres, which is tedious and ineffective enough to make him feel uncomfortable.

"Director Lin has a high theoretical level. If the report is approved tomorrow and the construction of the hotel officially begins, we will definitely need to import a lot of equipment and appliances. By that time, we will have to ask Director Lin for help!" Now that we want to build a four-star hotel, it is inevitable that we will need to import a lot of materials, as the domestic production level cannot keep up.

"The Yunsong Hotel is a key project in our Nanjiang City, and we will definitely pay attention to it." With this topic, the two of them started chatting, and with the annoying Zhang Jianping already gone, the atmosphere on the scene became much more harmonious.

However, Qiao Gong also knew that simply apologizing was not enough. After chatting for a while, he steered the conversation back to Lin Lou. "Little Lin's drawing skills are truly exceptional. Many experienced hands in our institute do not have this level of skill! If it were not for the fact that Little Lin will definitely stay in the capital and join prestigious institutes like the Institute of China and Beijing Institute, I would do everything I can to bring him to our design institute!"

The parent who doesn't like others praising their children? When Qiao Gong said this, Lin Shengbin modestly responded, but in his heart, he was overjoyed. I have no regrets in this life for being able to raise two such successful children.

"There is a shortage of talented artists now, especially high-level ones like Xiaolin! To be honest, besides apologizing to Xiaolin, I also want to ask Xiaolin to continue helping us! There are quite a few projects in the institute recently, including the Yunsong Restaurant, the Children's Cultural Palace, the Railway Bureau Guesthouse, and several other projects that are all in the process of being designed!"

"Please ask Xiao Lin to continue helping with the rendering of these projects. The institute has also mentioned that since Xiao Lin's drawings are as good as Teacher Zhong's, the pricing should also be at the same standard as Teacher Zhong's - six hundred yuan per drawing. With several projects combined, there will be about ten drawings, and Xiao Lin may have to work hard for a while!"

In addition to apologizing, Qiao also raised the price for Lin's building and offered new business, providing some practical benefits, which is better than just empty talk, right?

One picture costs six hundred, so wouldn't there be tens of thousands for several pictures? When did making money become so easy? Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying looked at each other and were deeply shocked at the same time.

Why do I feel like I'm more of a little brother compared to Xiaolou? They can make so much money, while I still rely on my family for support. Lin Qiao felt a little ashamed, but he soon woke up and thought to himself, "No rush, no rush. Once I finish writing the program early, I can also make money in the United States, and it will be in US dollars!"

Huh, it seems like this idea was also told to me by Xiao Lou?
Chapter 40 Leica

Qiao Gong has left, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying are still feeling a bit sluggish. Thinking about the worrying appearance they had a few days ago regarding Lin Qiao's going abroad, and considering the recent two income sources, everything feels as unreal as if in a dream.

"Xiaolou! You've worked hard during this time!" Ah, I didn't expect that as the deputy director, none of my children can earn money. Where can I reason with this? But seeing my child succeed, Lin Shengbin doesn't feel a bit jealous. If he does, it's only regret. If I had more ability, my child wouldn't have to work so hard, right?

"It's okay, anyway, these things will have to be practiced in college, so consider it as advanced preparation! I don't know how much of this money will stay in my hands. Although nowadays, for college students, having twenty or thirty bucks a month is considered wealthy, it's totally comparable to having a living expense of five thousand bucks a month in the future. But without any pocket money, I always feel uneasy."

"It's still the same as before. Since you earned this money, it's yours. We'll help you keep it for now. Whenever you need to spend it, just send a telegram to the family, and we'll wire it to you!" Lin Shengbin had already planned to use this money to pay off his previous debts, and then slowly replenish it once he received his salary each month. Although they are family, a child's earnings are their own."

"Feel free to use whatever is needed at home. You've raised me all these years, and now that I can help the family, it brings me nothing but joy! I hope that when I go to report to Tsinghua University, you can spare a little more for me."

"Where else can we spend money? We have cafeteria for meals, housing in the staff family building, and the unit also reimburses for medical expenses. Isn't all this money for you to marry a wife in the future?" Jiang Yunying said. During this period, people all want to enter the system. Apart from the higher social status within the system and fewer job opportunities outside the system, these benefits are also very important reasons.

If both husband and wife are working in a state-owned enterprise, it can be said that as long as there are no major incidents, there is really no need to worry about money, and there is no danger of being laid off or fired. It is definitely a solid and secure job.

"However, it's quite far from Nanjiang to the capital, and it's not convenient to send money. When you leave, bring some extra with you. When it's running out, just ask for more from home. After all, you and your brother are not big spenders. I can rest assured giving you the money." Jiang Yunying's words made Lin Lou ecstatic. Finally, they have some money!

"I don't know if my brother is dating in college, but it's too early for me to get married, so you can splurge confidently. Let's go buy a TV tomorrow. If I don't make a billion when I get married, then my identity as a time traveler will be in vain."

"I remember your camera. I'll buy you a new one tomorrow! Since it will be used for many years, let's just get a good one. Although Lin Shengbin might hesitate when it comes to buying a television, he will definitely spare no expense when it comes to his child's education. If the camera is helpful for the child's learning, then it should be bought!"

The next morning, Lin Qiao and Lin Lou followed Lin Shengbin to the Foreign Trade Bureau. After the morning meeting, Lin Shengbin took the day off and took the two brothers to the Friendship Store in Nanjiang City.

When China first opened up to the outside world, it began building Friendship Stores as a symbol of friendship between China and other countries. These stores sold imported goods from the West as well as Chinese handicrafts, and only accepted foreign exchange certificates.

The Friendship Store in Beijing is the most famous. Its designer is Professor Ma Guoxin, an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. He has also been involved in the design of many key buildings, such as the *** Memorial Hall, the National Olympic Sports Center, the new terminal of the Capital Airport, the China People's War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression Memorial Sculpture Park, and so on.

Ma Guoxin is also a senior schoolmate of Lin Lou. He graduated from the Department of Architecture of Tsinghua University in 1965 and immediately joined the Beijing Architectural Design Institute. He was able to participate in major projects such as the Chairman Mao Memorial Hall within just ten years of graduation, which can be considered a distinctive feature of that period. In the context of the era when Lin Lou was in school, this would have been unimaginable.

In addition to the capital city, there are also some major cities that have Friendship Stores. Shanghai has two, Guangzhou, due to its proximity to Fragrant Harbor, has six, and there is one in Nanjiang City. Just like in other places, these Friendship Stores only cater to foreign guests and do not allow Chinese people to shop inside.

However, it also depends on who it is. Many of the goods in Youyi Store in Nanjiang City rely on import and export companies to assist in importing them. When the direct supervisor of the import and export company comes, how can they not allow the entry?

Lin Shengbin took them to the back door and knocked a few times. The door opened, and as soon as they saw Lin Shengbin, they hurriedly welcomed him in. "Director Lin, you've come at just the right time. There aren't many people inside. What would you like to buy? Let me show you!"

"Kids need to go out and experience the world when they go to college. I want to buy a good camera for him. Do you still have any in stock?" asked Lin Shengbin.

"Excuse me, you're up next!" During this period of time, the salespeople had unpleasant faces and harsh words, except for the staff at Friendship Store. When they arrived at the electronics counter, after a brief introduction, the salesperson, Li Daojing, revealed a standard smile with eight teeth showing. "When it comes to cameras, people often mention Seagull and Phoenix. These two brands are considered good within domestic products, but they pale in comparison to the German brand Leica."

"Don't talk about phoenixes or seagulls, whether it's the Canon of RB people or the Hasselblad of the Swedish people, they are all incomparable. This is truly the world's number one camera!" Li Daojing's professional demeanor is no worse than those future salespeople at the counter. As soon as he started, he boasted fiercely.

"The best camera we have in China now is the Hongqi 20, which was originally copied from the Leica M3 by the Shanghai Camera Factory. At that time, almost all the domestic optical experts went there, and it took tremendous effort to make the Hongqi 20, but its performance still can't compare to the Leica M3." Li Daojing took out a black-bodied, silver-framed camera and showed it to them.

"I've heard about this too. I remember back then a Hongqi 20 cost around two thousand yuan, right? How much does this one cost?" Lin Shengbin nodded slightly. He didn't ask who that person was, which is very sensitive in this current period.

"The cost price at that time was $363," Li Daojing said decisively after seeing a sign from the shop leader. "If you want to buy now, the current exchange rate is 1 US dollar to 4.9 Chinese yuan, so the total price would be 540.87 yuan! But you'll need to provide foreign exchange coupons."

This is the benefit of being a leader! Lin Lou sighed inwardly. The exchange rate of 1.49 is the official price, but it is completely impossible to exchange at this price. Lin Shengbin has really taken a big advantage.
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"Director Lin, I can help you solve the foreign exchange coupon issue. Let's exchange at the official price!" The leader whispered, effectively taking advantage once again. Nowadays, foreign exchange coupons are also scarce goods, with an official price equivalent to the US dollar. Most people have nowhere to exchange them and can only go to the black market for a high-price exchange.

Lin Shengbin nodded slightly, then looked at Lin Lou, "Xiaolou, what do you think of this camera?"

"Pretty good!" Lin has also played with a SLR camera for a while and has some knowledge of this classic camera. The photos taken with the Leica M3 have a scanned pixel count of 36 million. How long will it take for the camera on a mobile phone to reach this standard?

This camera is said to have cemented Leica's position as the world's leading camera company. Upon its release, it quickly triggered the "M3 shockwave", leading Zeiss, its competitor, to withdraw from the 35mm rangefinder camera competition and causing RB individuals to give up the competition and switch to other technological routes.

However, Linlou's attention was attracted by another camera on the shelf.

The high precision mechanical performance, smooth operation, and exquisite chrome plating craftsmanship of the Leica M3 have transcended the concept of a camera as a tool. Many people collect it as an art piece. Leica has produced nearly 230,000 units of this camera, and it is beloved by many photography enthusiasts even in later generations.

But this doesn't mean that this camera is flawless. Its drawbacks have also been summarized by photography enthusiasts: no light meter, need to consider exposure repeatedly, not fast enough shutter speed, need to use neutral density filters, and so on.

So after summarizing these shortcomings, Leica introduced the Leica M4 in 1967, which can be said to be the most valuable model in the history of the Leica M series. It used the most advanced film advance and rewind systems, the most ergonomic film loading system, and the most advanced black chrome plating technology. From a technical and craftsmanship perspective, it can completely outperform the later M7 and MP, and is also sought after by collectors.

Even more rare is that this camera is not just an ordinary M4, but the M4-2 that Leica responded to customer demands and resumed production after a two-year hiatus. Only 17,000 units of the M4-2 were produced.

"Can I take a look at this camera?" Linlou pointed to the M4-2 and asked. In other places, a valuable item like this would not be taken down easily by a salesperson. But since it was the young master of the leader's family who spoke, there was naturally no objection. Li Daojing immediately took down the camera and handed it over.

"Thank you!" After receiving the camera, Linlou's first glance was at the position of the self-timer switch, where there was a red circular badge with the Leitz logo on it. Then he checked the camera's serial number, which was 1,468,088. Linlou was secretly delighted, knowing that he had hit the jackpot this time!

Among the 17,000 Leica M4-2 cameras, there are two special ones. One is a gold-plated edition made to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Leica founder Oscar Barnack. Five hundred units were initially produced, and due to overwhelming consumer demand, another five hundred units were added.

This camera had fetched tens of thousands of dollars at a past auction, but its collectible value still can't compare with the one in Mr. Lin's hands.

The special feature of this camera lies in the red dot on it. Among all Leica M4-2 cameras, only 90 have this mark, with serial numbers ranging from 1,468,001 to 1,468,091. Any serial numbers outside of this range are definitely counterfeit added by later generations. The camera Lin has happens to have a serial number within this range.

The camera with a red circular label and a number on it commands a higher price on the auction market than the gold version. After all, there are only ninety red circular label cameras, compared to a thousand gold ones. Moreover, the one in Lin's hands has the auspicious number "two eights" as its serial number. Its value in the United States is unclear, but in China, the price might increase significantly just based on these two numbers.

"What? Are you interested in this one? Is the performance of this one better than the one just now?" Lin Shengbin could see the excitement in his eyes.

"This is an upgraded version of the M3. Although the film advance lever of the M3 looks good, it is a bit too long. When advancing the film to the edge, the fingers have to leave the camera, making it unstable and easy to drop. This model has a shortened film advance lever, making the shooting process more stable and safe!" Li Daojing answered the question from his perspective, saying that after buying such an expensive camera, it would be heartbreaking if it were to be dropped, wouldn't it?

"Hehe, then the price should be higher, right? How much is it?" Lin Shengbin asked with a smile, ready to pay. It doesn't matter if it's expensive, as long as the child likes it. Anyway... this money is also earned by him.

"It's a bit expensive, it's six hundred and fifty-nine US dollars! Converted to RMB, it's nine hundred and eighty-one yuan and nine cents." When Li Daojing quoted the price, she was trembling a little. Spend a thousand yuan to buy a camera? At this price, you could buy several Seagull cameras, you know? If I had this money, I definitely wouldn't buy a camera, I would buy a TV to watch at home, wouldn't that be better?

"Wow, it's really not cheap!" It seems like nothing. Xiao Lou went to paint two paintings and came back. Gee, what's wrong with me? What does it mean not much? This cost me a year and a half's salary! In the words of later generations, Lin Shengbin was a bit dazzled after witnessing Lin Lou's money-making speed.

"Xiao Lou, which one do you really like?" Whether to buy or not depends on the user.

"Just this one!" Don't be fooled by the fact that this limited edition M4-2 is nearly twice as expensive as the M3. In future auctions, the selling price could be many times, even tens of times, higher. From this perspective, spending a little more on a limited edition is definitely not a loss.

"Oh, by the way, how much is that one next to it?" Linlou saw another M4-2 on the shelf without a red round label and asked out of curiosity.

"These two cameras are the same! And they're the same price," Li Daojing said, a little puzzled.

Linlou's heart feels even more comfortable now. This commemorative edition is different from the gold commemorative edition. Leica did not pay attention to this small difference during production, and it was only later discovered by photography enthusiasts. Spending the same amount of money, one can buy a super valuable limited edition, such a good thing naturally cannot be missed.

"I'll take this camera then. Oh, by the way, do you have film rolls here? I'll buy some more just in case. Although there are domestically produced film rolls available now, the shooting effect is definitely not as good as the imported ones."

"No problem, I'll get you a Kodak! By the way, this camera has been sitting outside for a while and has gathered some dust on top. How about I get you a new one?" Li Daojing asked warmly.

"No, I want this one!" No one can take this limited edition away from me!

Thank you to the reader 20190703135458215 for the 1000 reward.
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In the meeting room, Ma Gong is reporting to the leader. Nowadays, there are no fancy tools like PPT. Ma Gong can only stick the drawings on the display board to present to the leader. The first one is the aerial view of the project. "Since receiving this design task, we have deeply felt the great responsibility. After all, this project is the showcase of the reform and opening up of our Nanjiang City. When foreign guests arrive in Nanjiang, the first thing they do is to come to YunSong Hotel for rest. Their first impression of YunSong Hotel is also their first impression of our Nanjiang City."

"So when designing this hotel, we firmly grasped two key points: first, to show our determination to reform and open up South Jiang City and integrate with the international community to foreign guests; second, to showcase the characteristics of South Jiang City," Ma Gong explained their design philosophy.

"Well, this idea is not bad. If we completely imitate Western-style hotel architecture, we will lose the characteristics of our city. On the other hand, if we use only the style of our city, it will make foreign guests feel unfamiliar. You have grasped these two points well!" The leader in the center nodded slightly in approval.

The construction worker relaxed slightly. As long as the general direction was correct, everything else would be easy. He continued to explain as he pointed to the rendering, "The main body of the hotel is situated on a gentle slope, next to the forest, taking inspiration from the style of British holiday resorts, seamlessly blending the architecture with the natural scenery. Foreign guests staying in the rooms can enjoy the beautiful view of Nanjiang City through the windows."

Although the leader has never been to England, as soon as he heard that the project was built in the style of an English resort, he felt it was high-end. Now that the country has just opened its doors, people almost consider foreign countries, especially European and American countries, as paradise.

Since it is a layout imitating the British resort, there should be no problem. Even if some leaders feel a bit uncomfortable, they wouldn't speak out. This is definitely not a problem, but rather me not understanding it well?

"This is the front view rendering of the project!" Ma Gong took out the second rendering of Linlou, and one could see the entire building enveloped in golden sunlight. The reflection from the yellow facade gives a feeling of magnificence and splendor!

"Wow!" The meeting room suddenly became noisy and the leaders were all stunned by this rendering. It's just too stunning, isn't it? Someone quickly asked, "Ma Gong, how did you treat this wall? Do you have to import foreign building materials to achieve this effect? In that case, the construction costs would definitely exceed the budget, right?"

They will definitely like this effect, but if it exceeds the financial capacity of Nanjiang City, it will not be cost-effective. There are just too many places that need money right now, and the city's finances are a bit tight.

"No, no, for the exterior facade, we plan to decorate it with brick tiles. The plan is to use light yellow face bricks produced by a local brick factory. This type of face brick does create such an effect under sunlight. In terms of cost, it is indeed a bit more expensive than typical construction, but compared to the construction costs of 4-star hotels in Europe and America, it is much cheaper!" explained Ma Gong in a hurry.

"What does this four-star hotel mean? Is it a standard for evaluating foreign hotels?" Some people don’t understand and ask questions. Nowadays, officials are still relatively honest, and there are few people pretending to understand.

"Since the 1960s and 1970s, a relatively unified grading standard for tourist hotels has been gradually established based on the hotel's building equipment, scale, service quality, and management level. The hotel's grade is represented by the number of stars and colors; the star rating is divided into five levels, namely one-star, two-star, three-star, four-star, and five-star (including platinum five-star), the lowest being one-star, and the highest being platinum five-star hotels, with four-star hotels being high-end."

"According to the four-star standard, the hotel's building area should be above 20,000 square meters, with more than 200 guest rooms including standard rooms and suites. The proportion of suites to total rooms is 5%, and 10% of the rooms are connecting rooms. In addition, there should be supporting facilities such as a business center, meeting rooms, restaurants, banquet halls, gym, swimming pool, supermarket, multifunctional hall, medical room, and logistical rooms... When designing, we referred to this standard and currently, we can basically meet the evaluation criteria."

"Another key area is the lobby. The lobby of a four-star hotel should be grand, luxurious, uniquely styled, elegantly decorated, well-lit, with smooth and comfortable flow of both horizontal and vertical traffic. The lobby area should be 500 square meters or more, spacious and atmospheric, and should be in line with the reception capacity, preferably with an open design. It should have a main service desk suitable for the scale of the hotel, and a luggage room near the entrance and service elevators, as well as a resting area for guests in non-operational zones." Ma Gong also took out the lobby's rendering.

"This is the lobby of an international four-star hotel! It looks magnificent, much better than our Nanjiang Hotel. Ma Gong, could you please explain to us what all of these are used for?" The leaders felt impressed once again.

"Why are there so many clocks hanging on the wall behind the service desk? Wouldn't one be enough to tell the time?" questioned a leader with confusion.

"Considering that the YunSong Hotel is a foreign-related hotel, there will be guests from the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, and France staying here, and these countries have different time differences with our country. Tokyo time is one hour ahead of us, New York time is twelve hours behind us. The clocks on the wall will display the time in Tokyo, New York, London, Paris, and other major time zones around the world, to facilitate foreign guests for comparison to avoid delaying matters due to forgetting about the time difference."

"Oh, I see. Ma, you guys have really thought it through!" The leader suddenly realized and then pointed at the wooden screen in the lobby, asking, "What is this for? All the furniture and appliances in the lobby are imported. Isn't it a bit tacky to have this?"

"Imported furniture and appliances are nothing special to foreign guests. When they visit a place, they are more interested in the local handicrafts. Our Nanyue wood carvings are well-known both domestically and internationally. By showcasing a few exquisite pieces, we can demonstrate the characteristics of our Nanjiang city. If they like them, they can even make a purchase, which will contribute to foreign exchange earnings, right?"

"If possible, this area could even be made into a display and sales area for Nanjiang's specialty crafts, showcasing and offering our great products for purchase by foreign guests!"

"This method is great! Foreign guests can generate revenue for us without leaving the house! We must implement it!" The leader applauded enthusiastically.

The report has finished and the leader immediately expressed that the plan completely achieved the effect they wanted, and the design institute also considered many aspects that they hadn't thought of, so it naturally passed smoothly.

Ma Gong breathed a sigh of relief after listening, thanks to Xiao Lin's excellent rendering of the design sketch, otherwise it wouldn't have been so easy.
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"After so many reports, this one was the most relaxing!" Coming out of the meeting room, Ma Gong instantly felt at ease and said to Qiao Gong with a smile, "It's all thanks to the great diagram drawn by Xiao Lin!"

Among all human senses, vision undoubtedly ranks first. This is especially true when it comes to architecture. The effect seen by the eyes is completely different from the effect imagined in the brain after hearing the designer's exposition. The excellent rendering of the 林楼 immediately conquered the reviewing leaders, making it much easier for Ma Gong to explain afterward.

"Old Zhang does have rich experience in drawing, and the pictures he draws closely resemble the finished products. However, I always feel that compared to the drawings by Xiaolin, there is something missing in Old Zhang's drawings," Qiao thought to himself. "If the renderings for this project were done by Old Zhang, I'm afraid the presentation wouldn't be as easy."

"Modern feeling!" Ma said, pinpointing the main point. "After all, Mr. Zhang is old, and most of his pictures have a taste of the past. Although they are very modern buildings, they always look a bit old-fashioned. It's different for Mr. Lin. He is a young person who has been exposed to so many new ideas, so the pictures he draws naturally give people a more modern feeling!"

"If it's traditional architecture, then Mr. Zhang's work is definitely better. But for modern buildings like the Cloud Pine Hotel, Mr. Xiao's work is superior. It's not so much about technique, but purely an age difference! Sigh, I'm starting to feel old. Lately, I've been having trouble understanding the information about many new buildings overseas! But thankfully, we have young people like Mr. Xiao, so we don't have to worry about a gap in our country's architectural design industry," Mr. Ma sighed.

"Then you'll have to endure for a few more years. Talented individuals like Xiao Lin need at least ten years to grow. We didn't have much hope for the previous group of people!" Perhaps with his talent, it won't even take ten years, Qiao Gong thought to himself.

"It's a pity that he's studying in the capital. We can only use him for at most another half month. It would be great if he could study in Nanjiang. We could leave all the renderings to him in the future!" Ma Gong also felt some regret. How could such a useful person leave?"

"Yes, that's right. It's inconvenient for us to draw the drawings once we are in the capital city. But we can't always rely on outsiders. We need to cultivate our own manpower!" Qiao nodded. Since there is no internet transmission now, Linlou in the capital city cannot see their drawings, so it's naturally difficult to draw the renderings.

"These few drawings can be put in the drawing room. Let the young people in the courtyard copy them several times, so that they can learn more and maybe cultivate some skills earlier. Ma intends to use the effect drawings of Lin Building as reference."

"These few are not enough. We need a set of different types of buildings. Let's discuss it again when we get back and see if we can find a few more projects for Xiao Lin!" Lin's works can be used not only as renderings for the clients to see but also as exemplary references for the young people in the design institute. This is really cost-effective."

"You're not afraid of tiring them out either. But it's not a bad thing for young people to draw more. Weren't we the ones who spent all day and night in the drawing room, drawing pictures when we were young?" After speaking, the two of them laughed.

If Linlou hears this, he'll definitely say, "I'm not afraid of hard work, bring on the tasks!" Six hundred yuan for one picture, earning more than a year's salary for an average person in just over an hour. Who would think this kind of work is too much?

After choosing the camera and purchasing the film, the next step is to pick a suitcase and clothes for Lin Qiao. A larger suitcase was chosen, and as for clothes, Lin immediately set his eyes on a pair of jeans and a checked shirt. "Bro, I think this outfit would look good on you. Why don't you try it on?" This is a must-have for programmers.

"Okay." Nowadays, jeans and plaid shirts are rare commodities. After Lin Qiao changed into them, he stood tall, tucked his shirt into his pants, and pulled his belt up high. When he came out of the changing room, Linlou burst into laughter - who dresses like that?!

"Bro, you're too uptight! The atmosphere in America is more relaxed. It's not appropriate for you to dress like this. I saw in the movies that they all dress like this!" Lin Lou quickly stepped forward, pulled out the shirt, unbuttoned the top button, nodded in satisfaction. Is this the look of those programmers in the future?

Lin Lou bought a set of casual clothes that didn't look too eye-catching but were very comfortable to wear. The current trend in China is still relatively conservative, so it's better to dress more casually.

"Dad, why don't we buy a set for you and mom too? This suit looks great on me, and you can wear it to greet foreign guests! For mom, let's buy this dress." After buying for himself and Lin Qiao, Lin Lou started to consider buying for his parents.

I am not even fifty yet, and I am already enjoying the filial piety of my children? Isn't it a bit early? Lin Shengbin felt a little dazed for a while, and then quickly waved his hand, "Forget it, forget it, it's not suitable for me to wear this!" The current leaders are still wearing Zhongshan suits, if I wear a Western suit, what would people say?

"Yeah, that's right!" I almost forgot, it will be a few more years before the leaders start wearing suits, so Lin Lou changed the gift for Lin Shengbin to a shirt. As for Jiang Yunying, there's no need to worry. The atmosphere for studying is more relaxed than that of government departments.

"I'll take a few photos for you guys!" Linlou just got the camera and couldn't wait to use it. "Bro, you go first. Don't be too formal, hold the suitcase handle as if you're about to go out! Yes, just like that!"

"Dad, you and my brother come and take a group photo!" Click, click, a few clicks, leaving behind precious memories. It will be interesting to look at these photos again after many years, won't it?

"Could you do me a favor? I've already adjusted the focal length and aperture. You just need to press this button!" Lin Lou also leaned in and took a group photo of the three of them.

After finishing photographing the Forest Building, Lin still felt a bit unsatisfied, so he turned his attention to the decorations and goods in the Friendship Store. In another twenty years, will these also become precious historical evidence?

He took the camera and aimed it at the shelf, and Li Daojing froze. It's not that Linlou wasn't allowed to take pictures, but who wouldn't take portraits in this day and age? It's a waste, isn't it?

A roll of Kodak film with twelve exposures costs twenty-five yuan. Each click of the shutter costs more than one yuan. If you add the cost of printing and developing, it will double. Li Daojing listened to the rapid clicking sound of the shutter, as if she could see banknotes being given away by Linlou.

After finishing one roll of film, Lin carefully stored it away without any hesitation, then loaded another roll and started shooting at the shelf again, click click click.

I lost a month's worth of salary! Li Daojing is in big trouble now. Thankfully, he's not my own child. Otherwise, I would have to beat him to death!

Thank you for the tips from Sanlang Xiaobaixing, please collect and recommend.
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"You guys go back first. I still need to go to work at the office!" Upon leaving the store, Lin Shengbin handed the items to Lin Lou, then turned around and boarded the bus.

"Bro, can you take this back for me? I still need to go to the design institute!" Linlou shoved some clothes into Linqiao's hands and left with his camera.

When I arrived at the design institute, I just happened to see Zhang Jianping coming out of the office. When he saw Linlou, he immediately shrank back. He has no face to see Linlou now. Sigh, if only he had known, why did he do it in the first place.

"Haha, if you didn't come, I would have had to come find you! The plan was successfully approved today, and next we will move on to the construction drawings. It's all thanks to you!" Ma Gong saw Lin Lou coming in, and his face lit up with joy. "Oh, you even brought a camera? I'm telling you, Lin, young people also need to know how to live within their means. You will have plenty of places to spend money in the future!"

"The camera is also a necessary equipment for studying architecture, so there's no need to be too strict about it, right?" Qiao Gong smiled. Nowadays, consumption concepts are a bit different from those of future generations, especially for those with stable jobs - medical expenses are reimbursed by the company when they are sick, housing is provided by the company, and it doesn't cost much for their children to go to school. Therefore, it's quite common for them to spend one or two years of savings to buy a big-ticket item, as long as it's not being spent recklessly.

"When I was in school, the entire architecture department only had one camera. We had to go out and gather material to compile a thick report just to get a roll of film approved. It's different for you now, you've got your own equipment ready!" Qiao Gong sighed.

"Xiao Lin, last time I told you that we have three ongoing projects. Today, let's start by looking at the Railway Bureau's guesthouse," Ma Gongpu said as he opened the blueprints and discussed with Lin Lou.

"The rendering should be much simpler than the Yunsong Hotel, after all, one is a star-rated hotel and the other is an economy hotel. We just need to demonstrate the functionality of the hotel in the rendering. Oh, and the logo of the railway department can be used as the visual center. I think that's what they are most concerned about!" Linlou stated his own thoughts.

This building does not need any creativity. It follows the current popular style and is not much different from other hotels. The only difference is the logo of the railway department, which should be highlighted and depicted prominently to please the railway department leaders responsible for approval.

"Okay, follow your plan. When it's time to report, you should come along. You're going to school in Beijing soon, so it wouldn't hurt to know some people in the railway department. At least it will make it easier to buy train tickets!" Ma nodded in agreement, recognizing Lin's point of view, and also provided a small bonus.

Now train tickets are also scarce commodities. Linlou and Linqiao can definitely buy tickets with their admission notices and student IDs, but they can only guarantee hard seats at most. It's impossible to buy sleeper tickets. It takes more than two days from Nanjiang City to Beijing. It's too tiring to sit all the way. Lin Shengbin may also find someone, but it's not as convenient as knowing the leaders of the railway department directly.

The railway department is a direct management unit, which has little to do with local authorities. Even if Lin Shengbin wants to find someone, he has to go through several channels. Now that there is such convenience, Lin is naturally happy and readily agrees.

"This time there are four images. How long do you think it will take to finish them? If possible, try to do it as quickly as possible. The railway bureau is urging for it! Finish this one quickly so we can start the next project. Hey, there are quite a few projects on hand recently. You'll probably be busy for a while." Ma Gong inquired.

I can draw it pretty quickly. Lin Lou said without hesitation, "I'll go to see the scene later, start drawing when I go back, and I'll bring it to you the day after tomorrow!" One rendering per hour and a half, so it can be done tonight, but to avoid startling the workers, Lin Lou made a more relaxed promise.

"You'd have to stay up late! But it's only half a month before your school starts, so just work a little harder for a few days! Xiaolu!" Ma Gong waved and called the college student who had just been assigned to the unit this year, "Xiaolin, this is our unit's new designer, Lu Xiaohua, a graduate of Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology. I'll have him take you to the site. Xiaolu, learn as much as you can from Xiaolin."

Xi'an Metallurgical Construction College was later renamed as Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology. It is also one of the well-known "Old Eight" schools in the field of architecture. Although it is not as prestigious as Tsinghua University, Tianjin University, and Tongji University, it is still a renowned institution in the field of architecture. However, Lv Xiaohua did not have any thoughts about the fact that she had already graduated while Lin Building was still studying.

The sign of Tsinghua University is really impressive, and the effect drawings presented by Lin Building were beyond praise. Even his former teacher who taught him hand drawing skills back in school cannot match up to it. Today's college students are relatively innocent, and naturally recognize those who are more capable than themselves.

So, Lv Xiaohua immediately warmly shook hands with Lin Lou, "Lin, please give me your advice later!"

"I'm flattered, I'm flattered, let's learn from each other!" Dealing with this person is a lot more comfortable than dealing with Zhang Jianping. Along the way, Linlou and him chatted about some aspects of architecture, and found that Lv Xiaohua's foundation is still very solid. It's just that due to the current difficulty in obtaining information, there is a lack of understanding of many new things.

Lin Lou occasionally makes a few remarks, which Lv Xiaohua treasures like a great find, quickly taking out her notebook to jot down, "The level of Tsinghua University is really high, these concepts were never mentioned by our teachers at West Jian."

Linlou felt a little embarrassed by this, I haven't even attended a day of classes at Tsinghua University yet.

When they arrived at the scene, a junior leader from the railway department came up to greet them, saying, "Student Lu, are you here to survey the site again today? And who is this?"

"This is the young expert Lin Lou that our institute invited. Mr. Lin is from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. Mr. Ma attaches great importance to this project, so he invited Mr. Lin to help out," introduced Lv Xiaohua. "Mr. Lin, this is Director Qi Baocheng from the railway department."

This speech made Lin Lou look at him with new eyes. This young man has a solid foundation and is so skilled in speaking. His future is limitless.

"Ma Gong has been so kind to our railway bureau! He even managed to invite experts from Tsinghua University?" Qi Baocheng was immediately overjoyed, unable to wipe the smile off his face. He quickly wiped his hands and reached out to shake Lin Lou's hand vigorously. "It's an honor for our Nanjiang Railway Bureau to have you participate in this project."

"Hello Captain Qi, hello, your name seems to have some origins, doesn't it?" Lin Lou said with a smile.

"Our family has been working on the railway for three generations, starting from my grandfather. My grandfather used to work on the Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway, and my father was working on the Baoji-Chengdu Railway when I was born. That's why they named me Bao Cheng! Anyone who knows about the Baoji-Chengdu Railway is familiar with my name!"
Chapter 45: Just Shoot When You Say So

"Amazing, your family can be said to have witnessed the development history of China's railways!" Linlou raised his thumb, and if the TV drama editor met them, it would definitely be like finding a treasure, having Qibaocheng tell their family's experience, that would be a classic theme TV drama that could win awards!

"Haha, college students sure have a way with words!" Qi Baocheng also felt proud of his identity as a railway worker. Hearing Lin Lou's praise, he instinctively straightened his chest, a sense of honor surged uncontrollably in his heart. "What does Lin Gong want to see today? As long as it's something I can help with, feel free to speak up!"

"It's not too complicated, just take a look at the scene, then go back and draw the rendering. You can go about your business, I'll just take a few photos!" Lin Lou took out his camera, selected a few points, and began shooting. As he shot, he also imparted key points to Lu Xiaohua for selecting points. Lu Xiaohua quickly recorded the knowledge in his notebook. He had learned these things before, but could anything compare to a thorough explanation on the spot?

"I understand now. I used to always miss the key to enlightenment, but after your explanation, I understand much better!" Now, Lv Xiaohua even feels a bit grateful to Zhang Jianping. If it weren't for the trouble he caused, how would I have had the opportunity to come out with Lin Gong?"

During the shoot, Linlou caught a glimpse of Qibaocheng at the corner of his eye, constantly staring at his camera. After the shoot, Linlou walked up to him and said, "Captain Qi, do you want me to take a few pictures for you as well?"

“How can I accept this?” Qi Baocheng waved his hand repeatedly, “Film is valuable, and you took a photo of me. How can I explain this to the hospital? I appreciate Lin Gong's kindness, but I'll pass on this!”

"It's okay, this is my personal camera and film, it's nothing to do with the studio. There are only a few shots left on this roll, I'll develop them after taking the last few. Otherwise, I'll have to figure out a way to use them up!" Lin Lou chuckled and said, "Xiaohua, why don't you take a shot too? Let's finish up this roll of film together."

"Isn't this a bit inappropriate?" Lv Xiaohua also became hesitant. Taking photos is still a relatively luxurious thing nowadays. Even for domestically produced Lucky film, it costs twelve yuan per roll. Considering the cost of developing and printing photos, taking one photo is enough to feed a whole family for several meals. Most people are not willing to take photos easily."

"It's okay, it's okay, Chief Qi, pay attention, don't blink, hey, yes, just like that, hold it!" Before Qi Baocheng could react, Lin Lou snapped a picture.

"No, Mr. Lin, you started shooting already? I haven't washed my face or changed into new clothes. Why did you start shooting directly?" Qi Baocheng immediately felt anxious. Nowadays, who doesn't trim their hair before taking photos, then freshen up, and change into clean clothes before taking pictures? It's not like you can just start shooting like this!

"Isn't this great? The photos in the studio are too formal. Occasionally, we need some photos that reflect daily life. After I develop them, I'll bring them to you so you can show the kids what you do at work." Linlou smiled.

Forgot the difference in time again. In the future, wouldn't taking photos be as easy as you want to? A random girl's daily selfies on social media might surpass the amount of photos taken by a whole family in a year today.

When it comes to children, Qibaocheng fell silent, and sighed after a long time, "Ah, working on the railway is fine, but it's hard to reunite at home. My child is with his mother in Beijing. I haven't seen my child for half a year! Well, today I will just go for it. Lin, please take a few more photos for me to send back to my child. I'll pay whatever the cost is."

Nowadays, the treatment in the railway department is considered good compared to other units. Because train tickets are often in short supply, there are often people begging them to buy tickets, so their social status is not low. However, the only downside is that if you become a train attendant, you have to follow the train schedule. But Qi Baocheng doesn't seem like a train attendant, so why does he still live apart from his family?

"I am not from the Nanjiang City Railway Bureau. I work at the Railway Department and am responsible for engineering supervision. Recently, Nanjiang City's train station is being expanded, so the department sent me down here. I have to finish this section before I can go back," Qibaocheng explained, seeing Linlou's confusion.

"It's indeed quite hard." Nowadays it's not like in future generations when you can get to Beijing in just two or three hours by plane. Qi Baocheng probably can only go home during the Chinese New Year or when he has time off for visiting relatives.

"Okay, how about this: since it's still early today, let's take a few work photos first, and then go to a few scenic spots in Nanjiang City to take some pictures. We can visit the Nanjiang Bridge, South Lake, and Cloud Pine Resort. That way, your family will know you're doing well here, and they will feel relieved. Linlou has also participated in some foreign aid projects in future generations and has dealt with workers from there. He knows how much overseas personnel miss their families."

In the future, people can have video calls every day. Now, we might not want to make a few phone calls in a month and can only write letters. Qi Baocheng is indeed not easy.

"Don't just take pictures of me, remember Xiao Hua. She is also working alone outside, and her hometown is several hundred miles away from Nanjiang." Qi Baocheng waved his hands repeatedly.

"Everyone take a photo! Xiao Hua, come over here, open your notebook, hold a pen and stand here... Didn't you just draw a few sketches? Pick a good one and open it, take a photo of you drawing." Lin Lou directed without hesitation.

"Lin Gong, Lin Gong, I'm not ready yet!" Lv Xiaohua was a bit flustered. His idea was the same as Qi Baocheng's. Can't we at least wash our hair and tidy up before taking the photos?"

He took several photos of them working on the spot, then Qibaocheng found a car, and the three of them went to various attractions in Nanjiang City. Linlou also took many pictures for them.

After the end, Qi Baocheng and Lv Xiaohua wanted to pay, but Lin Lou refused to take the money. "Anyway, I need to practice and taking other photos will also cost film, so consider it as helping me with modeling! I will develop the photos and give them to you tomorrow."

They had to take the money back and then were forcibly taken to the restaurant by Qi Baocheng. He insisted on treating Linlou to dinner. Since Linlou had to work on the drawing at night and couldn't drink, only Lv Xiaohua accompanied him for a drink.

After a few drinks, Qi Baocheng patted Lin Lou's shoulder and said, "Xiao Lin, I'm a few years older than you, so I'll call you Xiao Lin as a sign of fondness. You're a good guy, unlike those college students in our department who are so arrogant. I like your style. In the future, if you need anything, just ask me. I may not be very capable, but I can always get a few train tickets, hard sleeper beds are available anytime you need them. Even if it's a soft sleeper, if you give me a week's notice, I'll find a way to get it for you!"
Chapter 46 I'm So Handsome

Qi Baocheng is willing to help, not only did Linlou help him take photos. Even though taking photos may be expensive, Qi Baocheng's salary is not low. He could reluctantly find a photo studio or invite a photographer from the Railway Publicity Department for a meal. However, what Linlou helped him with was not just a matter of taking a few photos.

When away from home, who doesn't miss their family? Others may offer empty words of comfort upon hearing about his situation, but those words only add to the sorrow. Unlike Linlou, who can offer solutions and actively help. Just thinking about the look on his own child's face when they see the photo, Qibaocheng couldn't help but smile.

"Thank you, Brother Qi. I'll drink to you! I'll definitely have to trouble you in the future!" Linlou didn't refuse, he knew that Qi Baocheng, with his straightforward character, liked things to be straightforward. If you were hesitant, he would be put off. However, he didn't immediately ask for the ticket for that day, as he hadn't sent the photos yet, it wasn't appropriate to rush the matter.

Once home, Lin began to busy himself. He first found a piece of black cloth to cover the window, as photographic film is very sensitive to light and can easily be overexposed during the printing process, so it needs to be done in a darkroom.

During college, Lin took a photography course and learned the techniques of developing and printing film photographs. Therefore, when buying a camera, he also purchased a set of equipment for developing and printing. Although the equipment varies slightly now, the principles are all the same.

Place the enlarger on the table, prepare the dishes for washing, prepare the developing solution, close the door to ensure there is no light in the room, use a film picker to pull out the film leader, cut it flat with scissors, insert the film leader into the film core, roll the film into the core, and put the prepared film core into the developing tank and close the lid.

Use a thermometer to measure the temperature of the developer. Once the temperature is suitable, pour the developer into the developing tank through the small hole at the top, ensuring it is evenly distributed. Continuously agitate the solution to ensure full contact with the film, allowing the development chemical reaction to fully complete. It is important to control the timing as well, as both too long or too short development times can affect the quality of the photograph.

When the development process is almost finished, start pouring out the developer and then inject water. This process is called fixing, which completely fixes the image on the film, completing this step so there is no need to worry about the photo being overexposed. After that, hang the film up to dry, and the processing of the film is complete.

The film is used to capture the reflected light of the photographed object with a camera, while the photograph is projected onto the film with an enlarger to produce light and dark changes, then the light is re-collected into a clear image through the lens. The processes of exposure, development, stop bath, fixing, and washing the film are the same as developing and washing the film.

Black and white photographic paper is not sensitive to red light, so the developing process can be done under a red safe light. However, color photo developing is more complicated and requires the use of a brown safe light or working in a completely dark environment.

Washing photos is also a very troublesome thing. Not only does it require a variety of equipment, the operation process is also very tedious, which is one of the reasons why people nowadays are reluctant to take photos easily. The cost of film plus developing and printing is too high.

After being busy for a while, all the photos taken today have been developed. Linlou quickly took down the black cloth, opened the window, and took a deep breath. Many of the chemicals used in the developing process are toxic, so it is necessary to ventilate as soon as possible.

Open the door and call Lin Qiao to come in and tidy up together. Lin Lou took a photo to the living room, and the family of four gathered around to admire it. "Xiaolou, this photo is much clearer and brighter than the ones we took before. This imported camera is really good."

It's not just a matter of the camera; the techniques used in shooting and printing can also affect the outcome of the photos. But Linlou doesn't have much, otherwise, I would have to explain where he learned it from.

"You three are something else, leaving me to take photos by myself!" Jiang Yunying said slightly jealous.

"Mom, tomorrow at school, I will also take some pictures for you. Let's not bring my dad! When the weekend comes, our whole family can find a good place to take some pictures together!" Lin Lou joked.

Lin Shengbin returned to the room and took out a thick photo album. He carefully placed the photos in it and then flipped through the album to show them the pictures from the past. "These were taken when your mother and I got married. At that time, we had just started working and didn't have much money. I remember that we couldn't afford to eat properly for half a month just to take these photos..."

"This was taken when Xiao Qiao was one year old. That year, our country discovered the Daqing Oilfield, and our unit also made a small contribution.... This was when Xiao Lou was just born. You were much thinner than your brother when he was born. It couldn't be helped, your mother was pregnant with you during the *** period when people all across the country couldn't get enough to eat...."

"On the small bridge, he entered junior high, and won the first prize in the math competition... The little building, just like his brother, also won this award. You should have seen how happy you were at that time..."

Lin Lou looked at the photo of himself with a big red face and a silly smile. He couldn't help but cover his face. These photos absolutely cannot be leaked. This is a stain on my life.

Lin Shengbin cherishes these photos very much. He remembers the time and the experiences of each photo. After reviewing these photos with them, Lin Shengbin's face is full of contentment. "Ah, the days were tough back then, but now it's better. Your mother and I both have regular jobs, and you two have been admitted to university. The future will only get better and better."

"Taking photos seems quite interesting, doesn't it?" Lin Qiao has developed an interest in photography.

"It's simple. Just follow me tomorrow and you'll learn." Although photography can be impoverishing for three generations, and ruining for a lifetime to break an SLR, it also depends on who is playing. Although photography equipment is expensive, it is probably not difficult for multimillionaires, right?

When I woke up in the morning, Lin Qiao went to the computer room as usual, while Lin Lou stayed at home to draw the renderings. After spending the morning, he finished the rendering of the Railway Bureau Guesthouse. Then he took his things to Nanjiang University, had a meal with his family, took a stroll around the campus, and Lin Lou directed Lin Qiao to help Jiang Yunying take some pictures.

The time for the afternoon work has come. Jiang Yunying returned to the office to work while Lin Qiao continued to write code. Lin Lou took the bus to Nanjiang Railway Bureau and found Qi Baocheng, handing him the photo.

"Oh, you finished washing so quickly? You're really fast!" Qi Baocheng joyfully opened the envelope and took out the photo to look at. "It's even in color? I have to say, buddy, this gift of yours is quite generous!"

The price of color photos is more than twice that of black and white photos, which added pressure to Qi Baocheng. However, since others have already developed them, there's no point in hesitating. Qi Baocheng then turned to appreciate the photos.

Hmm? When did I become so handsome?
Chapter 47 Unexpected Gain

The key to a good photo lies in the selection of light, so photography is also known as the art of light. Similarly, in architectural design, the factor of light needs to be considered. Louis Kahn once said, "Structure is the creator of light."

In his view, choosing a structure is synonymous with choosing light to give space a positive impact and make light become a part of architectural order. In the design of the Guggenheim Museum, Khan effectively put this into practice by designing a structure with a barrel-vaulted roof and allowing light to enter through skylights.

The light enters through the narrow slit in the center of the vaulted curve, illuminating the silver concrete of the roof. Most of the light is reflected to the sides of the vault through the reflecting plate, while a small portion of the light passes through the reflecting plate, preventing the back of the plate from becoming too dark. In this way, the entire vault becomes a luminous surface light source, providing suitable natural light to the indoor space. He refers to this design as a light filter.

In addition, in the design of the Pantheon in Rome and the Saint Sophia Cathedral in Russia, skylights were used in the domes to allow light to enter the temples and churches. Upon entering these places, the light seems as if the gods are watching over you, making people involuntarily feel their own insignificance and the greatness of the gods.

So architects also need to have a sensitive touch for light, and Lin Lou undoubtedly possesses this talent. He applies this talent to photography, coupled with his composition skills and spatial sense, the photos he takes are naturally beyond the comparison of those photographers in the street photo studios.

In the photo, Qi Baocheng is standing at the golden ratio point, with Lv Xiaoming standing beside him holding a sketch. It appears that Qi Baocheng has just finished looking at the sketch, and is now looking towards the empty space ahead. The corners of his mouth are slightly raised, as if he has already seen a new building about to be erected here, and he feels proud and gratified about it.

The inherent toughness and optimism of the railway workers are perfectly reflected in him. Linlou is quite satisfied with this photo, which reminds him of a classic photograph in the history of photography—the workers on the steel beams of the Rockefeller Center.

On September 20, 1932, at the construction site of the RCA Building in Rockefeller Center, 11 construction workers sat on a steel beam suspended high above the ground, taking their lunch break. In the background, New York's Central Park can be seen, and below them, 850 feet down, is the bustling New York City streets. There were no safety ropes or nets, a scene that would surely terrify those with a fear of heights. However, these workers leisurely enjoyed their lunch and smoked cigarettes.

They were just like Qibao, a little shabby in their attire, but they exuded a sense of optimism that comes from living in a rapidly progressing era. Their overflowing confidence in a better future and their joy were palpable in these photos, leaving a striking impression and allowing viewers to understand the self-assurance and happiness of the subjects in the photos.

"Xiaoming said you draw well. I thought since you are from the architecture department of Tsinghua University, that's to be expected. I didn't expect you to be so good at taking photos too. College students are amazing!" After a moment, Qi Baocheng finally recovered and gave a thumbs up in praise.

He flipped through the photos quickly. Almost every one of them was of high quality. Even someone like Qi Baocheng, who knew nothing about photography, could see the quality of these photos. He couldn't help but smile, "My kids will definitely be happy when they see these. My wife won't have to worry about me not doing well here after seeing them."

Lin Lou developed three photos from each roll of film, which puzzled Qi Baocheng. "Xiao Lou, isn't this a bit too much? One photo per scene should be sufficient."

"Thanks! You should send a set to your family in Beijing, for your wife and children to see. Your dad is working on the Qinghai-Tibet Railway in Golmud, isn't he? You should send a set to him as well. Keep a set for yourself too, you can't have none for yourself, right?" Yesterday while drinking, Qi Baocheng talked a lot about his family's affairs.

"You... you are too capable in your work!" Qi Baocheng opened his mouth wide, not knowing what to say. "If you graduate and join the Ministry of Railways, I'll definitely have to quickly suck up to you. With your education and skills, you'll become my boss in no time!"

"Haha, I'm also going to the Ministry of Construction!" Lin Lou laughed. Even though he only wanted to be a designer, he could also go to the Ministry of Construction and work as a consultant or expert.

"How much is it in total? I'll give it to you. You've already helped me a lot by taking pictures. I can't let you bear the cost, right? You don't have to be polite with me either. If you help me buy a train ticket, I'll have to pay for it too!" Qi Baocheng reached into his pocket.

Linlou thought for a moment. A roll of film costs twenty-five yuan, plus the cost of developer, photo paper, and so on. After a rough estimate, he quoted a cost price to Qibaocheng, "You can give me one yuan and five jiao for each photo."

"No, no, the photos at the photo studio outside are even worse than yours, and they're more expensive..." After some back and forth, Linlou finally prevailed and gave 54 yuan to Linlou, which was almost equivalent to Qibaocheng's one month's salary.

"While the post office is still open, let's hurry up and send the letter! I'm going to the design institute to deliver the drawings and also give the rest of the photos to Lv Xiaoming!" Lin Lou was about to leave.

"No need to go to the post office, have you ever thought about what I do?" Qi Baocheng chuckled, "Just go back, put the photo in an envelope, go to the station, find a train to Beijing, and hand the letter to the train conductor. He will take it to the railway department's main office when he goes home."

“My dad is also fine. Although the railway to Golmud is not yet completed, there are people from the department going there every week. They can help deliver things much faster than going to the post office, and there's no risk of losing it! When you go to Beijing to study, if you need to write to your family or send something, just let me know and I'll take care of it for you," Qi Baocheng said, patting his chest.

Hey, there's a way out. If you calculate it this way, nowadays the speed of sending letters by Qi Baocheng is not slower than that of the SF Express in later generations. Originally, I just wanted to get some train tickets from him, I didn't expect to have this unexpected gain.

After Qi Baocheng saw off Lin Lou, he immediately returned to his office to write a letter. He then placed a photo into the envelope, sealed it, and found the nearest train to Beijing to hand the letter to the train conductor.

Three days later, the two letters arrived in Beijing. One was delivered directly onto the train to Xining without being left at the station. Upon arrival in Xining, the letter will be delivered to Qi Baocheng's father by the convoy heading to Golmud.

The other train conductor who was relieved and went home brought the letter back to the headquarters of the railway department, and handed it to his colleague, Qi Baocheng's wife and children. Unexpectedly, this letter also brought unexpected gains to Qi Baocheng.
Chapter 48 Promotion

"Mingming, look, your dad sent photos over!" Qi Baocheng's wife, Tian Li, called out to their son, Qi Mingming, who had just come home from school, and showed him the photos.

"Has my dad sent a letter back?" Qi Mingming dropped his backpack and dashed over like a monkey, flipping through the photos and asking, "When is my dad coming back? Last time he said he would bring me to buy comic books when he comes back."

"It's almost there, it's almost there, just two more months and I'll have family leave!" Tian Li couldn't help but quietly wipe away her tears. She had been away for so long and she missed her husband too. Then she held Qiming in her lap and explained to him one by one, "Look, this is your dad looking at blueprints at the construction site. A big building will be built in that place in the future."

"This is your dad's new friend in Nanjiang City. He is a student at Tsinghua University. You should also study hard and aim to get into a good university in the future... This is the bridge in Nanjiang City. Next time when your dad comes back, if it happens to be during the holidays, you can ask him to take you there to have fun... This is the Nanjiang City's sugar orange, it's very sweet. Your dad also had some brought for you..."

As Qí Míngmíng spoke, her eye rims turned slightly red. "Mom, I miss Dad. When are you going to write back to Dad? I want to write him a letter too..."

"Your dad also misses us. Let's start writing now..." Tian Li pulled her son to the table and began to write a letter to Qi Baocheng, while Qi Mingming held a pen with a serious expression.

The letter has been written. Tian Li distributed the grapefruits brought back by Qi Baocheng to the neighbors on both sides. The residents in the compound are all employees of the railway department and are old colleagues of Tian Li and Qi Baocheng. When Qi Baocheng was on a business trip, they had helped out at home, so it was natural to share something good with them.

So, soon everyone knew that Qi Baocheng had written back, and they all came to Qi Baocheng's home to see his photos, "Oh, Baocheng is really generous. He spent a lot of money on these color photos, taking so many of them."

"The photo is taken quite well, resembles the appearance of our railway workers. Sister-in-law, let's discuss, can I borrow these few photos for a few days? I want to publish them in the 'People's Railway News.' Lately, the newspaper has assigned us to collect impressive images of railway workers in the new era. I believe just based on this photo, Bao Cheng can be featured in the newspaper!" Among the visitors, there were also staff from the railway publicity department. Xu Zitao, a reporter from the 'People's Railway News,' immediately spotted the photo of Qi Baocheng looking towards the future.

"Hi, with his demeanor, how can he represent the image of our railway workers?" Tian Li said politely, but she was secretly delighted. Nowadays, people value honor very much, and she naturally wouldn't miss the opportunity to show her face. After a modest refusal, she let him take the photo.

The next day at the newspaper office, Xu Zitao handed several photos of Qi Baocheng at work to the deputy editor-in-chief in charge of the task. The deputy editor-in-chief was very satisfied after looking at the photos and said, "The photography skills in this picture are very high. Who is the main character?"

After listening to the information provided by Qi Baocheng, the deputy editor-in-chief was even more satisfied. With three generations all being railway workers, the report became even more valuable. As a result, Xu Zitao was tasked with writing an article specifically for it, which was published in the newspaper three days later. After the newspaper was printed, it began to be distributed to railway systems across the country.

On Monday morning, Ma Yuan walked into the headquarters of the Ministry of Railways at No. 10, Fuxing Road. He went to his office, as usual, wiped his face with a hot towel prepared by his secretary, stood by the window for a short workout, took a sip from his tea cup, and sat on his chair reading the newspaper.

It is his habit to first read the latest newspaper every day to get the latest information before starting his day's work. He definitely starts with the central newspapers such as People's Daily, People's Daily, and Guangming Daily, but he only reads the major policy guidelines and reports related to the railways in these newspapers. After that, he reads the People's Railway Newspaper, Beijing Railway Newspaper, Central Plains Railway Newspaper, and other departmental newspapers carefully to timely understand the information within the system.

Shaking open the latest issue of "People's Railway Newspaper," Ma Yuan first carefully read the front-page content, then flipped to the back. At first glance, he saw Qi Baocheng looking ahead with his head held high. Huh? This photo was taken quite well!

After reading the information about Qibaocheng below, Ma Yuan pondered for a moment and then called in his secretary, pointing to the newspaper and saying, "Please verify this article for me."

Soon, the secretary found the information of Qi Baocheng. His family has been in the railway industry for three generations. His grandfather started working on the railway since the construction of the Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway. His father has been involved in railway construction across the country, and he himself is responsible for infrastructure audits across the country. He is diligent in his work and has not made any major mistakes in his daily work.

"These young comrades are our valuable assets. Have you checked if this year's commendation list has been finalized? If not, add him to it! Then, communicate with the propaganda department and other newspapers to see if they can reprint this article!" Ma Yuan pointed at the photo of Qi Baocheng.

The railway department has millions of employees. Only the military has more personnel nationwide. There are many outstanding employees and deeds, but others do not have such high-quality photos. It would be a waste to only publish these great photos in the internal newspaper of the railway department.

Let the major newspapers reprint it and let other departments see the new generation of workers in our railway department! I believe that after seeing this photo, they will surely leave a deep impression.

"It's not confirmed yet, I will talk to them right away!" The leader wants to make arrangements, how could it not be possible? Even if the list is already confirmed, adding another person is not a problem.

The leader wants to promote him! The secretary already understood in his heart, couldn't help but start to envy Qibaocheng's luck. Although he did well before, there are too many highly competent employees in the railway department. Those people don't have friends who are proficient in photography to help him create opportunities to impress the leader.

Once the leader attaches importance, work efficiency naturally improves. Soon, Qi Baocheng's name appeared on the list of commendations for the year. At the same time, the organization department also began to have conversations with him, intending to give him more responsibility.

At first, Qibaocheng was a bit puzzled and didn't know why he encountered such a stroke of luck. After figuring it out, he immediately realized that he needed to thank his classmate Xiaolin!

I have to visit the Lin family. I'll tidy up right away and get ready to go to the Lin family's house to express my gratitude. However, when I got to the door, I turned back. It's not appropriate to visit empty-handed.
Chapter 49: Saury

"Lao Wang... it's me, Qi Baocheng! Ha ha, it's been a long time since we last met. When will you have time to visit Nanjiang and have a good drink together... Don't talk nonsense, it's still undecided. Let's talk about it next time. I'm here to ask you for a favor... Get me some local specialty products from your place... Six soft sleeper tickets, you are bold to ask for that. Okay, okay, I will do as you say, but if what you bring is no good, then I won't recognize it..."

The next afternoon, when it was almost time to get off work, Qi Baocheng rubbed his hands together and waited on the platform. As soon as the train from Hangzhou arrived, he quickly got on board and found the train conductor. He received a porcelain jar from him, opened it and sniffed it with satisfaction, nodding in approval. Yes, this was it. He finally had the nerve to pay a visit.

Arriving at the family building of the Foreign Trade Bureau with a porcelain jar in hand, Qibao Cheng knocked on the door and handed the jar to Jiang Yunying. "Sister-in-law, a colleague from another city sent some local specialties. I thought it would be a waste to eat them alone, so I brought them over for you all to try. We are in Nanchang City, near the sea, so I am sure you all have had your fair share of sea fish, but there's still a difference between sea fish and river fish."

"It's summer vacation now, Qingming Festival has passed, it's not the season for eating Yangtze River razor fish, and puffer fish is poisonous and difficult for ordinary people to handle. However, Japanese dace is not a problem! Most people only know about Yangtze River dace, but the Japanese dace from Fuchun River is actually much more delicious than the Yangtze River dace. During the Ming Dynasty, they originally offered the Yangtze River dace as a tribute, but later changed to the Fuchun River dace."

"The saying goes, 'Clear and bright festival hang the knife, Dragon Boat Festival taste the crucian carp.' Although the Dragon Boat Festival has passed, marinated crucian carp tastes even better than freshly caught ones! Handling it is simple, just cut it into strips or slices, add duck egg, Sichuan pepper, and green onion, then steam it until cooked. It's best to add a little pork fat on top of the fish slices, it makes it even more delicious."

"I have seen this kind of fish in a book before, but this is my first time trying it!" Lin Shengbin didn't mention the name of the book, as he had read about it in 'The Plum in the Golden Vase'.

In the thirty-fourth chapter of "The Plum in the Golden Vase", Eunuch Liu gives Ximen Qing two bags of salted and dried fish. Ximen Qing accompanies his good friend Ying Bojie to drink in the Feicuixuan, and orders the servants to steep some osmanthus and lotus wine and steam some of the salted and dried fish to serve as a snack.

In the book, it is written that four dishes and fruits were placed first, and then four fresh dishes were placed: "bright red Taizhou duck eggs, curved Wanggua mixed with Liaodong golden shrimp, aromatic fried spare ribs, and fat steamed split-dried chicken".

The second course consisted of four bowls of dishes: "A bowl of steamed and filtered roasted duck, a bowl of crystal pig's trotters, a bowl of white fried pork, and a bowl of stir-fried kidneys".

The last dish to be served was the exceptional marinated herring: "The porcelain plate, with blue and white patterns both inside and out, contained a plate of tender steamed marinated herring, fragrant and delicious. It melts in the mouth and even the bones are flavorful."

Ximen Qing poured the little golden chrysanthemum cup full of lotus flower wine, and accompanied Ying Bojue to eat it with relish. Ximen, the rich man, used the crucian carp as the final dish, highlighting its preciousness.

Linlou couldn't help but swallow a mouthful of saliva after hearing this. He had eaten wild yellow croaker in his past life, and he had bravely taken a few bites of pufferfish when he went to RB. As for Yangtze River knife fish, wild ones cost 8,000 yuan per pound, and with luck, he could occasionally have a few bites. However, wild Chinese paddlefish had been extinct since the early 20th century. In 1996, the relevant department conducted a month-long trial fishing in the Jinjiang habitat of the Chinese paddlefish, but to no avail.

He only heard about such delicious food in books and from the memories of senior food connoisseurs during social gatherings. He can only taste some imported Burmese sturgeon. According to those gourmets, the difference between Burmese sturgeon and Yangtze sturgeon is even greater than that between Liu Yifei and Ru Hua, let alone surpassing the Fuchun River sturgeon, which is better than the Yangtze sturgeon.

Jiang Yunying put away the porcelain jar, quickly fried some peanuts in the kitchen, sliced a cucumber, and said, "You guys go ahead and drink. I'll go steam the fish as you suggested."

"I will have the wine later. Drinking alcohol dulls the taste buds, and this sturgeon is so delicious. It would be a shame if I couldn't fully appreciate its delicacy because of a few glasses of wine!" Qi Baocheng put down his wine glass and sipped on a cup of tea instead.

In the kitchen, Jiang Yunying took the pickled crucian carp out of the porcelain jar, sliced it, added seasoning, then steamed it in a steamer. Before long, a fragrant aroma wafted out from the kitchen, attracting the attention of Lin Shengbin, Qi Baocheng, and the Lin brothers in the living room, who stretched their necks to take a look. "It smells so good."

In a while, Jiang Yunying came out carrying a plate. There was only half a shad fish in the plate, with the scaled side facing up and sprinkled with some chopped scallions.

"Mom, why didn't you even remove the fish scales? And is this half a fish enough to eat?" Lin Qiao was puzzled.

"Xiaoqiao, this shad must be steamed with its scales on," Jiang Yunying picked up a pair of chopsticks and lightly tapped the scales, exposing the fat underneath. "The flesh of the shad is delicious, as it contains fat in the scales. When steamed, the fat melts into the flesh, making it even more delicious! If you remove the scales, it won't be as tasty, and if the scales soak in the broth, it will also affect the flavor. So it’s best to only steam half of the fish each time."

"Wang Anshi said that the shad fish is 'fatter and sweeter than cow's milk', and Su Shi also said 'the taste of this fish surpasses that of bass, with the lingering fragrance of peach blossoms in spring'. During the Han Dynasty, Yan Ziling also refused the summons of Emperor Wu because he couldn't bear to leave the exquisite taste of the shad fish from Fuchun River."

Jiang Yunying is indeed a university professor, she comes up with one allusion after another. Qi Baocheng listened and raised his thumb, "We uncultured folks only know that shad is delicious, we didn't know there were so many stories!"

When Lin Shengbin put down his chopsticks, Lin Lou couldn't wait to pick up a chopstick and put it in his mouth. His immediate reaction was that the food was juicy and delicious, with a rich and pleasant taste that he had never experienced before.

The fish is so delicious, it's a shame that it's becoming rare. Additionally, salted hairtail has another benefit. In the past, the gluttonous Pang Yuancai of the Song Dynasty said: I have no regrets in life, but I do regret five things: first, the hairtail fish has too many bones; second, the kumquat is too sour; third, water celery is too cold in nature; fourth, the begonia lacks fragrance; and fifth, Zeng Gong cannot write poetry.

Later, it was borrowed and slightly altered by Eileen Chang to become "First, one hates the abundance of thorns on the crucian carp; second, one hates the lack of fragrance on the begonia; and third, one hates the incomplete Dream of the Red Chamber." The thorns of this carp are even finer than those of a crucian carp. If a fresh carp is steamed, it's really not enjoyable for those who are not good at removing the thorns.

The overcooked mandarin fish becomes tender, and then steamed again, the bones will become soft and melt in the mouth, so you don't have to worry about swallowing fish bones.

In the quiet living room, no one was willing to speak as they savored the delicious taste of the freshwater bream. After finishing half of the bream, they used steamed buns to soak up the soup before finally stopping.

"By the way, Xiao Lou is going to report to the university soon, right? What date are you preparing to leave? I will help you get the train tickets!"
Chapter 50 County-Level Unit

"Soft sleeper is a bit inconvenient, isn't it? How about just getting hard sleeper tickets?" Upon hearing that Qi Baocheng was going to buy soft sleeper tickets for the two brothers, Lin Shengwu hesitated.

Soft sleeper train tickets are not something that can be easily purchased now. According to the "Regulations on the Management of Soft Sleeper Berths for Railway Passenger Trains," only a few specific groups of people are eligible to purchase soft sleeper tickets.

Including party, government, and military organs, enterprises, institutions, and people's organizations at the national level; retired cadres; accompanying personnel and family members who meet the conditions for enjoying soft berth accommodations; elderly, weak, sick, and disabled individuals and their accompanying personnel; disabled revolutionary veterans; foreign nationals, overseas Chinese, Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan compatriots and their accompanying relatives with relevant introduction letters from relevant units; as well as personnel carrying classified documents and valuable items.

Regardless of the conditions, neither Linqiao nor Linlou meets the requirements. Compared to these regulations, the price of soft sleeper train tickets is not much of a concern.

Oh, by the way, now buying a soft sleeper ticket not only requires the ticket fare, but also a booking fee, which is not cheap. It costs twenty yuan from Nanjiang to the capital. This amount alone is almost equivalent to the monthly salary of a worker who has just started working. However, now the Lin family will receive manuscript fees regularly, in addition to the money Lin Lou will earn from designing for the institute. Buying a few train tickets is not a problem at all. Lin Shengbin's only concern is whether they will attract too much attention with so much money.

"It's alright. Although there are regulations for purchasing soft sleeper tickets, sometimes there are still extra tickets for the soft sleeper carriages. We can't just let them go to waste, right? So you can purchase a soft sleeper berth after getting on the train. Xiaolou and Xiaoqiao are not difficult people, so there shouldn't be any problem," Qibaocheng said confidently.

Many things seem difficult to solve for outsiders, but there are solutions from the perspective of insiders. "I will first buy two hard seat tickets, and then exchange them for two soft sleeper tickets later!"

Those two hard seat tickets were just a formality to get through the process. In reality, no matter how tight it is, this trip will still set aside two soft berth tickets for them. But according to the regulations, there is no loophole, and it is completely justified.

"At the beginning of the school year, train tickets are always in high demand, right? Will there be any extra soft sleeper berths available?" Lin Shengbin was somewhat doubtful. Students are not qualified nor do they have the money to buy soft sleeper berths, but many parents should have them, right? If parents buy soft sleeper berths to send their children to school, can't the children also purchase tickets as accompanying personnel?"

"There will always be some flexibility in the indicators!" Qi Baocheng smiled, and Lin Shengbin nodded. Now he understood. Since they have a way, and we are bearing the cost, why not make the children's journey a little easier?

"Then let's book it for the 25th. The new students are arriving on the 1st, and the returning students need to register in advance. I'll have Xiaolou stay in my dorm for a few days first. Anyway, many seniors in their fourth year have already gone for internships, so there are plenty of empty beds in the dorm," Lin Qiao said. He also wanted to go to the school early. The computer lab at Nanjiang University is quite different from that of Tsinghua University, and the programming for CAD is already in the later stage. Better equipment will help improve efficiency.

"No problem, I will go back and book the tickets for you. I will deliver the tickets to you at the latest the day after tomorrow!" After finishing the mandarin fish, Qibao Chengzhi left, only taking the face value of the tickets without even asking for the booking fee.

The results didn't wait until the day after tomorrow. He brought the ticket the next day. His photos have appeared in other party newspapers over the past few days. It's not just spreading within the railway department anymore. People who are a bit sensitive can tell that he's about to be promoted soon. This is a good opportunity, and surely no one will miss it. So as soon as he spoke, the other side swiftly took care of the matter.

It's time to start packing up early. The box of stationery from the paper mill will naturally be taken away, as well as some local specialties from Nanjiang City to share with classmates and teachers. There's also a camera and printing equipment, along with spare clothes and such, so I packed up two big boxes neatly.

"Good thing we bought the soft sleeper tickets this time. If it were hard seats, you wouldn't even have a place to put your luggage!" Lin Qiao started to worry, "The school dorms are so small and yet we have to accommodate eight people. I'm afraid your stuff won't fit."

"Can we rent a house outside? Or we could even buy one!" Linlou also felt a bit troubled. If he were to buy more tools in the future, the dormitory would be even more crowded. It would be easier in the future, as there would be plenty of options to buy or rent. But now, not only is the school strict, there are also no houses available for rent or sale, right?"

"Buy?" Lin Qiao was stunned for a moment. He hadn't immediately connected the idea of the house with purchasing. Aren't the current houses all allocated by the unit? Then he thought for a moment and said, "I'm not really sure about this, but when we get to the school, I'll ask a few local students to help you inquire. They know a lot of people and have connections, so they should be able to figure something out."

In January this year, the magazine "Red Flag" published an article titled "How to Solve the Housing Problem Faster" by Su Xing. It pointed out that housing is an important component of personal consumption and should follow the path of commodification. Since then, the theoretical circles and practitioners in our country have conducted discussions on issues such as the nature of housing and rental fees.

However, it wasn't until 1988 when the first land auction and mortgage for real commodity residential area, Dongxiao Garden, was completed in Shenzhen. At that time, the selling price was 1600 yuan per square meter. In 2020, the average price has risen to 50,000 yuan, nearly thirty times higher than the price thirty years ago.

However, before that, there are still some private exchanges and house sales. Whether we can find reliable trading partners and houses depends on luck.

The 25th has finally arrived. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying both took time off to accompany Linlou and Linqiao to the train station. They bid a reluctant farewell, holding the hands of the two brothers and giving them countless reminders and instructions.

The time for train ticket inspection has come. Qi Baocheng brought the two of them to the platform in advance. Soon the train arrived, and the other carriages were crowded with long queues, while only a few people were scattered in front of the soft sleeper carriage.

Qi Baocheng took the two of them onto the train, gave a few instructions to the train attendants to take care of the Lin brothers along the way, and had a conversation with Lin Lou for a while. He got off the train only when the announcement of departure was about to be made.

The train slowly started moving. Linlou and Linqiao walked into their own carriage, in which there were already two people inside. Both of them were middle-aged officials around the age of forty. Seeing the Lin brothers, they were a bit surprised and subconsciously asked, "Which department are you guys from?"

"We are all students of Tsinghua University," Linlou replied.

"Are students from Tsinghua University receiving county-level official treatment now?" one of them was a bit bewildered.
Chapter 51 Beijing Station

"We're lucky, we managed to get sleeper tickets after boarding the train!" Linlou showed his hard seat ticket as proof. Nowadays, after graduating from Tsinghua University, students who enter the system generally end up in government departments or other important organizations. There are policies to support the youthfulness and educational qualifications of cadres, so the hope of reaching the county-level youth league is indeed high, but for now, they're just ordinary students."

"Luck?" During the peak travel season for the start of the school year, being able to score soft berth tickets is probably not just luck, right? Although the two of them didn't believe it in their hearts, they didn't say much about it. They didn't want to offend anyone for no reason, so they quickly changed the topic, "Tsinghua University is great! What majors are you two studying?"

Both of these two are cadres who went to Beijing for a meeting, they are outstanding individuals in their respective units, with a high level of cultural knowledge, and are not lacking in interpersonal skills, eloquence, and manners. Lin Qiao has studied in Beijing for four years and is very familiar with many things in Beijing. Lin Lou has a broad knowledge and is also good at speaking, so when these four people get together, the exchange is very pleasant.

The train speed during this period is too slow, and the journey from Nanjiang to Beijing is very long. It's quite boring to stay on the train for a long time. It's really a happy thing to meet a suitable chatting partner. So the four of us chatted all the way from all over the place, rested on the bed when tired, and continued chatting after waking up. Unconsciously, we arrived in Beijing.

"Classmates Lin, here is my contact number. Remember to give me a call when you arrive in Guangzhou in the future." Upon arriving at the station, the two of them were a bit reluctant to part. After the train arrived, they quickly exchanged contact information. During this period, many connections are made this way. Those who are good at talking can often make dozens of new friends after just one train ride.

"Definitely, definitely!" Lin Lou also left Lin Shengbin's office phone number. One of them is named Sun Qingshan, working in the Guangzhou government, and the other is named Chen Jizhang, working in a large state-owned enterprise in Quanzhou. Maybe in the future, they will visit their territories, and it's always good to have more acquaintances.

"My company has an office in Beijing. They brought a car to pick me up. How about I give you a ride?" Chen Jizhang pointed to the pick-up sign on the platform and said.

"No, thank you. I want to take a good look at Beijing Station. After all, I am studying architecture, and I definitely want to learn from such a classic building." Lin Lou declined his invitation, thinking it wouldn't be right to take advantage of someone he had just met, and also because he truly wanted to carefully study the layout of Beijing Railway Station.

Although he had visited Beijing Station many times in later years and conducted sketches and collections specifically, the Beijing Station of the future will be somewhat different from the present one.

Beijing Station was first built in the 27th year of the Guangxu period of the Qing Dynasty (1901). It was originally located on the east side of Zhengyangmen wengcheng and was completed in the 29th year of the Guangxu period of the Qing Dynasty (1903). It was originally called "Beijing-Fengtian Railway Zhengyangmen East Station". In history, it has been referred to by various names including Qianmen Station, Beijing Station, Beiping Station, Beiping East Station, and Xingcheng Station. On September 30, 1949, the day before the founding of the People's Republic of China, it was renamed "Beijing Station".

The earliest Jingfeng Railway's Zhenyangmen East Station was built under the direction of the British and designed in European architectural style. In order to balance Chinese sentiments, it also incorporates certain elements of traditional Chinese architecture, making it a representative work of early railway architecture in China.

This train station has witnessed many significant events in modern Chinese history. In 1925, Mr. Sun Yat-sen's coffin was transported from here to Nanjing. After the "September 18th Incident," students from Beiping formed the "National Salvation Association" and departed from here to join the resistance war. On the eve of the National Day in 1949, teachers welcomed Ms. Song Qingling as she headed north from here.

Until 1959, this train station was the largest train station in Beijing, and then was replaced by the train station in front of Linlou. Now it is the Beijing Railway Workers Club, and will become the China Railway Museum in the future.

The railway station in front of Linlou was built in 1959 as a gift for the tenth anniversary of the founding of New China. The main building of the station was designed by the famous architects Yang Tingbao and Chen Denghao, and was co-designed by the First Architectural Design Institute of the Ministry of Construction and Nanjing Institute of Technology. Comrade Wu Hao personally reviewed the plans, and the three large characters "Beijing Station" above the center of the station were handwritten by the academics.

In the design, Yang Tingbao and Chen Denga combined the requirements of urban planning, flow organization, and functional zoning, adopting a symmetrical layout form centered on the central hall with two inner courtyards on both sides. According to the characteristics of large passenger flow and frequent movement, they adopted a main cross flow organization form to prevent interference among passengers from different directions.

The traditional glazed tiles on the roof, the pagoda, the glazed parapet walls on both sides, the glazed horsehead walls in the middle, and the arched roof on the central hall are connected, fully embodying the national tradition and showing a distinct modern style.

This kind of arched roof is called a doubly curved thin-shell structure. It is a type of "thin-shell structure". If someone holds an egg and tries to crush it with force, no matter how hard they try, they cannot break the egg. The reason why the thin eggshell can withstand such great pressure is because it can evenly distribute the pressure it receives to all parts of the eggshell.

Architects have designed many buildings that are both lightweight and material-saving based on the characteristics of "thin-shell structures," such as the Great Hall of the People, Beijing Railway Station, and many other famous buildings. The roofs of these buildings all adopt this "thin-shell structure," which is not only elegant and generous but also saves a lot of money for the country.

It is worth mentioning that in the original design, there were no towers at the ends of the building on the east and west sides. Comrade Wu Hao commented that for such a long structure, it would be better to have two high towers rising on the east and west sides. After studying the suggestion from Wu Hao, Yang Tingbao, Chen Deng'ao, and others accepted it, and that's how the current form of Beijing Station came about.

The double-curved flat shell structure of the roof, the arched vertical windows on the front, the adjacent double-eaved four-slope spire bell tower - the Beijing Railway Station really has too many classic elements worth observing. Lin handed the suitcase to Lin Qiao for safekeeping and started taking pictures with his camera. For areas that couldn't be clearly captured in photos, he immediately took out pen and paper to sketch.

Lin Lou was completely immersed in his work, not realizing how conspicuous his actions were in 1980. Soon, he caught the attention of the comrades from the train station police outpost.

"What is he doing? Could he be a spy?" Ordinary people don't know anything about architectural sketches. When they see the appearance of Linlou, they immediately think of spies in movies.

"If they were secret agents, wouldn't it be too bold? Aren't they just openly taking photos like this? Do they really think we are blind?"

"Bring him back for questioning first!" So the three police officers went to surround the Lin building.

Thank you for the tip from AA coffee.
Chapter 52 A Bright Future

"I'm really sorry, we haven't read any books and didn't know about this. It's a misunderstanding!" The leader of the police station at the train station held Lin Lou's hand and apologized repeatedly.

At that time, when Linlou was surrounded by the public security, he was a bit confused. Then he followed them to the office and explained the situation. Lin Qiao also followed, and they both showed their student ID and admission notices. The leaders then realized it was a misunderstanding and apologized repeatedly.

"It's not your fault either, it's partly my carelessness," Lin Lou realized at this moment. In 1980, it was indeed conspicuous to be taking photos everywhere at the train station. How many people had cameras at that time?"

"Lin Qiao, is Lin Qiao inside?" As both sides were exchanging pleasantries, they heard shouting from outside. A young man with glasses and a neat shirt walked in, "I thought I recognized you, turns out it's really you. How did you end up at the police station? Hello, comrade, I am Yang Yanzhi, vice chairman of the Tsinghua University Student Union. Lin Qiao is my classmate. What's going on here?"

"It's okay, it's okay, just a little misunderstanding, it's all sorted out now," several police officers hurriedly waved their hands and escorted them out.

"I happened to be picking up the new students at the train station and saw you from a distance, so I came over. What's going on? How did you end up in the police station?" Yang Yanzhi asked after coming out.

Lin Qiao told the story, "Let me introduce him to you. This is my younger brother, Lin Lou, a freshman in the architecture department of our school. Xiao Lou, this is my roommate Yang Yanzhi, a local from Beijing and currently a member of the student union. He's my good buddy. If you want to join the student union, just let him know!"

When I was in college in the future, people were not very enthusiastic about student unions, but now, serving on the student union is a popular choice. Not to mention, if you stay in the student union for a long time, you'll naturally become familiar to the teachers, and when you graduate, you can also get a better place and position.

Especially for the cadres of the Tsinghua University Student Union, not only can they show their faces in front of the teachers at school, but they also have the opportunity to participate in various large-scale activities. Maybe they will be noticed by a leader and actively invited to join their team.

In the history of Tsinghua University, there have been countless national senior officials. If Lin wants to develop in the political arena, joining the student union at Tsinghua University would already put him way ahead of others.

"Wow, you two brothers are really amazing! Both got into Tsinghua! My younger brother is so stubborn, insisting on going to Peking University. He's driving me crazy!" Yang Yanzhi patted Lin Lou's shoulder. Making fun of each other's schools seemed to be a historical tradition between the two schools. "Your brother is right. If you encounter any problems at school in the future, just come to me directly. Which department are you interested in? The External Liaison Department, the Propaganda Department, or the Organization Department? I'll introduce you to the heads of these departments."

These departments are popular in the student union. The current external liaison department doesn't need to go outside to seek sponsorship, as they often visit various government agencies, making it convenient to gain exposure in front of leaders. The publicity department can enhance writing skills, and if the articles are well written, it's easy to gain attention. It goes without saying for the organizational department, as they manage personnel authority.

Upon hearing this, Linlou knew that Yang Yanzhi and Lin Qiao were true friends. He didn't need to be polite, so he smiled and said, "Forget it, forget it. I'm a bit lazy. I just need to excel in my major. However, I'm a bit disorganized. I'm afraid I can't handle too much constraint. It would be much more convenient if there's a classmate in the dormitory who manages attendance for the student union."

The current university management is much stricter than it will be in the future. If we don't make things convenient for ourselves, life will be too difficult. Now that we have such a good relationship, we must take advantage of it.

"This is easy. After all your roommates have arrived, just bring one of them to me!" Yang Yanzhi readily agreed, "Coincidentally, the car is almost full. Let's go back to school together. Hua and the others have all arrived, and the few of us brothers can gather together."

"Sure! Let's go to Quanjude. I've earned some money during my summer vacation, so this time it's on me!" Lin Qiao agreed. His expenses for going abroad were covered by Lin Lou, so the money he earned from tutoring finally came in handy.

"Look at this suitcase, I can tell that you've made some money, have you sorted out the funds for going abroad?" Yang Yan asked with concern.

"Well, problem solved. My younger brother is quite talented. He made a lot of money by designing the renderings for the design institute. I have to make a good living in the United States and pay him back." Lin Qiao didn't feel embarrassed for benefiting from his brother's ability, and didn't hide this experience.

"That's great," Yang Yanzhi sincerely felt happy for him. "This morning, a few of us brothers were still discussing to see if there was any way. Now that it's resolved, we can rest assured!"

Boarded the Tsinghua University shuttle bus, and arrived at Tsinghua Garden with a large group of new students. Although the official registration has not yet begun, new students have been arriving one after another, and the school has already made arrangements for reception. After all, the transportation capacity nowadays cannot be compared with the future. Many students have to arrive early to avoid being late.

"Today you should stay in our dorm first. Tomorrow I'll take you to register and help you find a good bunk. Let me tell you, there's an art to bunk selection in the university dorms. It's uncomfortable to have people sitting back and forth on the lower bunk, and the upper bunk near the door feels stuffy with no visibility. If there are two people with smelly feet in the dorm, it's even more unbearable. The best are the upper bunks near the window, both spacious and well-ventilated, very comfortable!" Yang Yanzi imparted his experience to Lin Lou.

I really need to get a bed by the window. Just the thought of a room full of smelly socks gives me goosebumps.

When Yang Yanzhi arrived at the dormitory building of the computer department in his senior year, he kicked the door open and said, "Guys, hurry up and get ready, we're going out for a meal. Lin Qiao is treating us, let's all go to Quanjude for Peking duck!"

"Yo, Linzi is back!" Those lying down, sitting, reading, and playing the guitar in the dorm all stood up and gave a warm welcome to Lin Qiao's return.

"This is my younger brother, Lin Lou. He also got into Tsinghua University this year. Xiao Lou, this is Wang Futin, this is Wu Yunqiang; this is Du Huadong, this is Zhan Mingchao..." Lin Qiao introduced his roommates to Lin Lou, and mentioned their graduation arrangements one by one. Even though it was not yet time for graduation placements, students from top-tier schools like Tsinghua had already been reserved by various major units.

Although it is only the beginning of the senior year, their future jobs have already been confirmed. After hearing their arrangements, a thought came to Lin Lou's mind: Wang Futin will stay at Tsinghua University as a teacher, Wu Yunqiang will go to People's Daily, Du Huadong will join the Ministry of Weapons Industry, Zhan Mingchao will enter the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Yang Yanzhi will intern at the State Council. They all have a bright future.
Chapter 53 Quanjude

In fact, Du Huadong was appointed to the Fifth Machinery Industry Ministry. It will be renamed as the Ministry of Armaments in two years. Currently, the Machinery Industry Ministry is divided into eight departments: the First Department is responsible for civil machinery, the Second Department for nuclear industry and nuclear weapons, the Third Department for aviation, the Fourth Department for electronic industry, the Fifth Department for armaments, the Sixth Department for shipbuilding, the Seventh Department for intercontinental missiles and aerospace, and the Eighth Department for tactical missiles. Later, they were merged, split, and eventually became the present various conglomerates.

No matter what, the roommates in this dormitory are all truly good units. It's much more practical than saying "Zhang Hua got into Peking University, Li Ping got into a technical school, I work as a salesperson in a department store. We all have a bright future."

This is also an important reason why the relationships among college students in the 1980s are closer than those in later generations. During this period, college students were all assigned to jobs, with unlimited prospects. They all worked within the system, so even after graduation, they had many opportunities to intersect with each other, unlike in later generations when, apart from a few close relationships, many people would never meet again after graduation.

"Department of Architecture? I have a fellow villager who is an alumni from your department. He graduated last year and stayed on campus. Let's invite him next time so that we can get to know each other and provide some support." As soon as they heard that Linlou became their junior, Linlou's roommates also started to help by brainstorming and leveraging their connections to provide assistance to Linlou.

"Okay, let's make plans for another time. It's just us today, so hurry up and get dressed and let's go," Lin Qiao urged, feeling a bit hungry himself.

"They're all our own people, there's no need to spend so much at Quanjude. Just eat at the school cafeteria!" Zhan Mingchao still remembers worrying about Lin Qiao's study abroad fees before the summer vacation. He didn't want him to spend money.

"You can rest assured! Look, it's imported goods, an American brand! Lin Qiao is really doing well this summer!" Yang Yanzhi pointed at the English logo on Lin Qiao's suitcase and said.

"Oh, it's true. Tsk tsk, this suitcase is much better than a wooden one. It's lightweight and can hold a lot of things!" Wang Futin lifted the suitcase and placed it on the table, and everyone in the dormitory gathered around to study it.

"Come back and take a closer look. Oh, I almost forgot about this!" Lin Qiao slapped his head, opened the box, and took out some tangerines from inside. "This bag is for us, and this bag is to be given to the neighboring dormitory."

"I've been thinking about this since I got back. The oranges from Nanjiang are delicious, large, sweet, and juicy. They are so much better than those sour oranges sold in the market!" Each of my roommates took one and then shouted in the hallway while carrying a bag to distribute them. Only then did we change clothes and prepare to go out.

I boarded the bus and arrived at the entrance of Quanjude. This place was renamed as "Beijing Roast Duck Restaurant" a few years ago, but it was changed back to its original name earlier this year and the Quanjude sign was re-hung. Walking up to it, Wang Futin stood at the entrance and looked at the sign without moving. "Huh, look, the 'de' character in Quanjude is missing a horizontal stroke. Is it a typo?"

"This is actually not incorrect. The Chinese character for '德' used to have two different writing styles: with or without a horizontal stroke. The character on the 'Da Xue Bei' written by Emperor Kangxi of the Qing Dynasty in the Confucian Temple did not have a horizontal stroke. In the calligraphy and paintings of Zheng Banqiao, the character '德' was written with or without a horizontal stroke. The plaque of Quanjude and Zheng Banqiao were from the same period, so this way of writing is not considered wrong."

Wu Yunqiang shook his head and said that he was considered an oddball in the dormitory. While others were enthusiastic about engineering, he had average grades in his major courses but excelled in writing. He had published several articles in his three years of college, which caught the attention of the People's Daily and led to his job offer there.

I went inside and found a table to sit down. The waiter brought the menu. Lin checked it, the menu had a light blue cover with the words "Menu" written on it. In the middle, there was a simple drawing of a building, and at the bottom, it said "Beijing Quanjude Roast Duck Restaurant" with no horizontal stroke in the character "德".

"Qiaozi, this is too expensive, isn't it? How about we go somewhere else?" The others were a bit shocked when they opened the menu. Inside, it looked like an Excel spreadsheet, with one row containing four cells: one for the dish name, and the other for the price.

Upon opening the Linlou menu, one can see the following prices: roast duck, 8 to 10 yuan per serving; duck bone soup, 0.6 yuan for a large bowl. Below are some common Beijing dishes, such as diced duck with soy sauce for 1.9 yuan, shredded pork with green peppers for 0.9 yuan, twice-cooked pork for 1.65 yuan, stir-fried crab for 1.55 yuan. There are also more expensive items, including stir-fried shrimp slices for 4.4 yuan, deep-fried prawns for 4.8 yuan, and braised sea cucumber for 5.2 yuan.

At first glance, it seems quite cheap. But thinking about the current wage levels, a factory worker who has just started earns only 20-30 yuan a month, and two ducks would be gone. In the future, Quanjude's roast duck costs more than 200 yuan per duck, so it seems like a price reduction instead.

"It's okay, I am about to go abroad. Consider it a send-off for me! Waiter, let's order. Start with two roast ducks, with some lotus leaf pancakes. Each of us will have a bowl of duck bone soup. Then a few stir-fry dishes - sauteed crab, crispy duck cubes, twice-cooked pork, stir-fried chicken slices, deep-fried prawns... Bring a bowl of rice first, we'll ask for more if it's not enough!" Lin Qiao ordered a bunch of dishes.

"Qiao, I have to tell you, the expenses in the United States are much higher than in China. Even if you make some money, you can't spend it recklessly. We are not outsiders, there's no need to do this!" The brothers started to advise Lin Qiao again.

However, Lin Qiao persisted. When the duck slices were served, they stopped talking and started rolling the duck meat in the lotus leaf cakes, eating with oil flowing from their mouths.

Lin Lou was also curious about the differences between the current Quanjude and the ones he had eaten in the future. So he picked up a piece and put it in his mouth. This duck seemed to be oilier than the ones in the future, and compared to the roasted duck of the future Daming, it was a bit greasy.

However, in this era of generally scarce benefits nationwide, this is definitely a good thing. If you were to bring out Da Dong's crispy duck, customers would end up cursing instead. "Oh, I spent so much money to eat duck, and it's just this little bit of oil and water? It's not satisfying at all!"

It can be seen that so-called delicacies also have a sense of time. Currently, the greasy duck from Quanjude is undoubtedly delicious, but in the future, during an era of overnutrition, not many people will love such greasy duck. Instead, Dadong's crispy duck will be more appealing to people's tastes.

Maybe this is one of the reasons why some time-honored brands are gradually disappearing. In addition to the fact that the successors' craftsmanship is not as good as the older generation, the flavors they insist on are also no longer favored by the new generation.

Lin Lou ate two rolls and felt a little sick, so he stopped eating. Instead, he found the dish made with yellow croaker and egg yolks to be more to his liking, and ate a lot of it with rice.

The two ducks were quickly eaten, and everyone finally slowed down and had time to chat. "Xiaolou, when you get to Beijing, just let me know if you need any help!"
Chapter 54 Buying a House

"It's easy to talk about academic matters, and with everyone helping out with other things in school, there shouldn't be any problems. It's just this one thing!" Lin pulled out a camera from his bag. "We study architecture and often need to go out to sketch, so I bought a camera to take photos. But after taking photos, we need to develop and print them, right?"

"The dormitory is so small that it's not possible to set up a darkroom! Besides the inconvenience of having many people around, the toxic and pungent smell of the developing chemicals also makes it inconvenient to do so in the dormitory."

"So I was wondering if it's possible to find a house outside, preferably to buy. Do any of you have a way?" Linlou asked.

"Just to find a place to develop photos, are you planning to buy a whole house?" There was a moment of silence at the dinner table before someone finally asked, as they were having a hard time understanding Lin Lou's actions.

"If you want to develop the photos, that can be arranged as well. Our school also has a photography club, and I am quite close with their president. I can introduce you to the club and you can use their darkroom!" Yang Yanzhi said.

"Is this house still available for buying and selling? Isn't it all allocated by the government?" Wang Futin was a bit confused; isn't this against the policy?

“There are currently discussions on this aspect of policy, with some scholars proposing views on the commercialization of housing and land property rights. However, it has not been implemented yet,” Wu Yunqiang, who was going to be a journalist, was more well-informed than the average person. “But if you want to buy a house, there are ways. Haven’t they started returning ancestral property in recent years?”

"Many descendants of capitalists have received their ancestors' houses according to regulations. Some of them have relatives overseas and plan to sell the houses and move abroad. These houses all have large yards, so even though they may not compare to apartment buildings, they are still quite expensive based on their size." He helped Lin find a way out, but expressed doubts about his ability to pay.

Upon hearing this, Lin Lou couldn't help but think of a widely circulated joke in the real estate industry in Beijing. It's about someone who sold their ancestral quadrangle courtyard in the 1980s to go abroad. After many years of hard work, they made a fortune of billions of dollars, and when they wanted to return in their old age, they went back to Beijing wanting to buy their old quadrangle courtyard.

When he arrived at the gate of the courtyard and saw the notice pasted on the wall stating that the house was for sale at a price of 200 million, he fell into silence on the spot, thinking, "After all the hard work I've put in my whole life, I'd have been better off just staying at the old house and doing nothing."

"Courtyards? How are they sold these days?" Linlou really doesn't know the current market for courtyards. Although there are often jokes in later generations about a set of courtyards selling for tens of thousands in the 1980s, these stories are not reliable.

The only relatively reliable person is a classmate of his teacher, who went abroad in 1986 and sold two rooms in the courtyard of Dongsi Hutong for 50,000 yuan.

However, this is not enough for reference. From 1980 to 1986, although it was only a short period of time, it was a period of earth-shaking changes in China. The basic wages were increased several times, from over 700 yuan per year to 1500 yuan per year, more than doubling, not to mention the inflation situation during these years.

And in 1986, the first generation of wealthy people already had a considerable number. They also wanted to have a residence in the city, so the demand for real estate purchases continued to rise. Today, there are still few people who have become wealthy, and the market demand is low. Considering multiple factors, it is not surprising that the price of quadrangle courtyard houses in this period is several times cheaper than in 1986.

"Do you really want to buy it?" Wu Yunqiang was taken aback by him, "This is not a small amount of money. Even if it's a small one, it would probably cost tens of thousands. Although your family has two working parents, you haven't saved up so much money, right?"

"Over ten thousand yuan?" Lin Lou was stunned. This is too cheap... Where can I buy a set and just keep it for a few decades to make tens of thousands times profit? Making money is too easy, isn't it?

"I suggest you use the photography club's darkroom. Don't worry, I'm here, they won't refuse to let you use it!" Yang Yanzhi thought that Lin Lou was intimidated by the number, so he helped to smooth things over.

"Mr. Wu, could you please inquire for me? If there's a suitable one, I'll definitely take it!" Linlou quickly interrupted him. If he missed such a great opportunity, he would definitely regret it for the rest of his life.

"Clang!" Wu Yun accidentally dropped the spoon into the bowl of duck soup. Everyone at the dinner table turned to look at Linlou in unison. I didn't hear it wrong, did I? This could cost tens of thousands of yuan!

"Qiao, I'm guessing your ancestors were also big capitalists, right? Did you dig up the gold hidden in the old house?" Yang Yanzhi looked at Lin Qiao and asked. Otherwise, how else could you explain how he has become so wealthy now? He's buying imported suitcases and cameras, and now he's even eyeing the quadrangle courtyard.

"I'm not sure if you've seen my political review form. My family has been poor farmers for eight generations, and it wasn't until my father's generation that things started to improve. The money for Xiaolou came from his own hard work!" Lin Qiao smiled and recounted how Linlou wrote books and drew pictures to earn money during the summer break, "Now, I'm just benefiting from my younger brother. If he hadn't organized these two performances, I wouldn't even know where to find the money!"

"Making money by writing books and drawing pictures?" Other roommates still find it hard to imagine, after all, now the monthly salary is only a few tens of RMB, and you earned twenty to thirty thousand in just one summer vacation? Isn't that too exaggerated?

"This kind of TV is indeed quite expensive. Professor Zhang from our school's architecture department bought an imported RB color TV recently. It is said that he bought it with the money for drawing, which made other teachers at the school envy him." Yang Yanzhi said, he always spreads gossip in front of the school leaders, and he seems to have a lot of inside information.

Oh, Professor Zhang has made a big loss. What's the point of buying a television with that money? Why not buy a quadrangle courtyard instead? Lin Lou secretly felt sorry for him. As soon as the television is bought, its value starts to drop, but the value of the quadrangle courtyard keeps increasing.

"Paying for a siheyuan with writing fees is not uncommon. In the 1950s, many writers such as Lao She, Zhang Henshui, Ai Qing, Wu Guangzu, relied on writing fees to buy siheyuan in Beijing," Wu Yunqiang added, "Since you have this capability, I will ask someone to inquire for you. I heard that some people in the society have interviewed families who have reclaimed their ancestral properties. Tomorrow, I will go and ask for you."

Linlou quickly expressed his thanks. At this time, there are few people with money to buy houses, and likewise, there are few people willing to sell houses. You can't just go knocking on doors in every courtyard to inquire, right? It's really not easy to find one without a familiar introduction.

"Let's talk about this tomorrow. There's something more urgent at the moment!" Yang Yanzhi suddenly became serious, and everyone looked at him intently.

His tense face suddenly broke into a smile, then he abruptly patted Lin Qiao's shoulder, "Qiao, your family is already well-off, two ducks will not be enough! You have to bring another two!"

Thank you for giving this 0, Emperor Yang's generous reward.
Chapter 55 New Student Welcome Pack

"I can't go on. I'm so full that I really can't eat anymore! I feel like I've eaten a month's worth of meat in this meal!" Wu Yunqiang clutched his stomach and slumped in the chair, not wanting to move at all.

"It's a good thing I stopped Lin Qiao from sending in the sixth duck just now. Otherwise, there would have been leftovers." Yang Yanzhi covered his mouth with one hand and toyed with a toothpick in his mouth with the other hand, showing his attention to his image.

"Leftover? Impossible! Everything else can be leftover, but can meat be leftover? If I can't finish it, I'll take it back! I'll continue eating it tomorrow!" Zhan Mingchao said defiantly.

"Dé lè, gē jǐ gè xiē hǎo le jiù huíqù ba! Wǒ kàn zánmen yě bù yòng zuò gōngjiāo le, jiù zhème liúdá zhe huíqù, shùndào hái néng xiāoxiāo shí." Yǎnkàn shíhòu bù zǎo, Wáng Fùtíng zhāohu zǒurén le.

The Linqiao side has settled the accounts a long time ago, the money is easy to deal with. However, the grain coupons are a bit hard to swallow. The few meat coupons he has saved up are almost used up, but there is no need to worry. He can still rely on others, and if that doesn't work, he can spend money to buy them. As long as there is cash in his pocket, he will definitely not have to worry about not being able to eat meat.

"Eighteen kilometers? Who wants to walk, I'll just take the bus!" Yang Yanzhi rolled his eyes. Quanjude is next to the Temple of Heaven Park, and Tsinghua University is out past the northeast corner of the Fourth Ring Road. It would take four to five hours to walk back. Would I even be able to get into the school by then?

So the group got on the bus holding their stomachs, changed buses a few times, and finally made it back to the school before the lights were turned off. There were still a few people who hadn't returned to the Lin Bridge dormitory. Lin Lou lay down on their beds and fell asleep, which reminded Lin Lou of the time when he was in college, visiting his high school classmates in another city and feeling a bit nostalgic for that moment.

I woke up in the morning, went to the cafeteria for a meal, and then Yang Yanzhi and Lin Qiao took him to report. When they arrived at the school gate, there were students reporting everywhere. Some were wearing crisp and clean shirts, some were wearing Zhongshan suits, some were wearing their brother's old military uniforms, and some were wrapped in patched but exceptionally clean tattered clothes.

These new students may come from big cities like Beijing or Shanghai, small county towns, or humble rural backgrounds. But once they enter the gate, they will have a glorious title - Tsinghua students.

Linlou didn't rush to report. There were quite a few people queuing outside the office of the Architecture Department. He decided to wait for a while before going in. Then he couldn't help but take out his camera again. These are all precious historical materials. He definitely needed to take more pictures. In a few years, he might be able to find some big shots from the photos.

When future university freshmen start school, mobile phones and computers are standard equipment. Many IT manufacturers will launch promotional activities for freshmen during the summer vacation, bundling mobile phones, computers, and tablets together for sale, calling it the "freshmen's three-piece set." And now, in the present, there is also a set of freshmen’s three-piece for those born in 1980.

At that time, suitcases were far from popular. Many freshmen came with rainbow-colored mesh bags. Inside the mesh bags, there were always three items: an enamel washbasin with "Double Happiness" printed on it, light yellow national bed sheets with peony patterns, and a chipped enamel tea caddy with a black base exposed.

The washbasin is used for washing the face during the day and for washing the feet at night. Many people even bring only one basin, and the same enamel basin serves as both a face basin and a foot basin. Whether doing so will cause athlete's foot on the face is unknown.

This light yellow sheet with peony prints had a moment of popularity on the internet in later years, and was called the "national sheet". In fact, if you carefully investigate, you will find that this kind of sheet did not start production in the 1970s or 1980s. As early as 1935, this kind of sheet was born. So if you see this sheet in a Republican drama, don't be surprised. It's not a blooper or lack of attention from the props team. It really existed back then.

The manufacturer of this bedsheet is Ming Guang Bedsheet. In 1935, in a lane in Yangpu, Shanghai, the founder of Ming Guang Bedsheet, Xiang Limin, established a factory in Xiangxiangli, Yuezhou Road. In the early days, there was only one hand-operated towel loom and one hand-operated quilt loom, with 8 employees producing simple towel and quilt products. The well-known Chinese-style bedsheet was nurtured and grown in such a seemingly rudimentary small factory.

Afterward, this bedsheets quickly gained popularity, and Xiang Limin's bedsheets factory expanded repeatedly. Unfortunately, the good times didn't last long, after the 813 Incident, the small Red Army occupied Shanghai, and Mingguang Bedsheets Factory suffered severe damage.

After that, Xianglimin made great efforts to resume production. By the eve of the founding of the country, there were already 80 manual and electric towel and bedsheet weaving machines in the factory, with more than 200 workers.

By the time of the public-private partnership in 1956, the production of power looms had been fully realized, with 44 bed sheet looms and 33 towel looms. The number of employees had increased to over 600.

It was later renamed as Shanghai Seventh Textile Factory. The national bed sheet produced there adopts a special process different from ordinary bed sheets, using interwoven yarns, which are bright in color, firm and durable, and can withstand frequent washing. Now it has become an essential bedding for every household, and many people born in the 1980s grew up sleeping in this bed sheet.

The enamel tea caddy serves both as a water cup and a lunch box. This kind of enamel caddy has a large capacity, and can hold two kilograms of water when fully filled. Even a young man of eighteen or nineteen years old can get full from a caddy of rice. It is an extremely practical household item. Nowadays, there are not so many public utensils available for students to use in the school cafeteria. If you don't have an enamel caddy, it's really hard to solve the problem of eating.

It's so troublesome to carry chopsticks and porcelain bowls over there, and they are easily broken. There is no such problem with an enameled tub. After eating, just wash it a bit, refill it with a tub of water, and drink while going back. Even if it falls, at most the enameled glaze on the outside will chip off, the iron shell inside will not be damaged.

Some fashionable and well-off students will wear a watch. Standing in the crowd, they raise their left hand to look at their wrist, immediately attracting a lot of attention. The allure is much greater than that of later generations' Apple phones.

Classmates who wear Zhongshan suits often insert a pen in their chest pocket. In this day and age, if you don't have a pen in your pocket, claiming to be a cultured person won't be believed by anyone.

The popular saying nowadays is: People who stick one pen in their hair are middle school students, those who stick two pens are college students, and as for those who stick three or more pens, they must be master pen repairers.

As they continued chatting, Lin suddenly sighed and said, "Ah, Tsinghua University has everything except a sufficient number of female students. The number of high-quality girls is even smaller. In this regard, we have been surpassed by our neighbor, Peking University. Peking University offers numerous liberal arts majors and never lacks in the beauty department."

"Xiaolou, there aren't many people in front of you now, hurry up and come to line up!" Lin Qiao's voice awakened Linlou from his reverie.
Chapter 56: Becoming Roommates with the Academician

After waiting in line for a while, it was Linlou's turn. He handed in the admission letter and other supporting documents, completed the enrollment procedures, and then a senior student, Lu Xudong, led Linlou to the dormitory building.

"This year you will be living in Building 2, which was designed by Mr. Liang Sicheng, the founder of our Tsinghua Architecture Department. Mr. Liang is the son of Liang Qichao and is also a famous architect in our country. The People's Heroes Monument was also designed by Mr. Liang. When you have free time on the weekend, you can go and take a look." Lu Xudong said all the way, as if he thought of Lin Building as a newcomer who knows nothing.

It's not surprising. The college entrance examination has only been reinstated for a few years, and many people are not familiar with the division of university departments. Architecture is far less popular than it was at the turn of the century. The reasons students choose to major in architecture are varied: some simply filled in the box because the architecture department was listed first on the Tsinghua University department list, while others mistook it for civil engineering. There are also those who ended up here due to not being admitted to their first choice.

Regardless of the reason, it can be said that very few people know what they need to learn before entering the architecture department and what they need to do after graduation. So, in the past few days, he has almost had to explain it all over again to every new junior.

"In the early days of the founding of the country, in order to explore an architectural language that could represent the image of new China, while drawing on the Western classical architectural techniques from the Soviet Union, the traditional Chinese architectural heritage was also excavated, forming the architectural style of 'socialist content, national form.' The 1-4 dormitory buildings of Tsinghua University were the first batch of campus buildings constructed after the founding of the People's Republic of China, and they are also representative works among the first batch of campus buildings in new China, fully embodying this new architectural ideology in their design."

"The overall planning of the building adopts a traditional layout with axis symmetry. The dormitory buildings are surrounded by courtyards. The roof design reflects the tradition of Chinese architecture: the five-story section at the central axis adopts the highest-level temple roof in classical Chinese architecture, while the slightly lower four-story sections at both ends have hip roofs. On one hand, it reflects the orderly hierarchical order of traditional Chinese architecture, and on the other hand, applying the roof style that was previously only used in imperial and official buildings to school dormitories embodies the democratic spirit of the new China."

"The treatment of the building facade draws inspiration from the Western classical architecture tradition of the Soviet Union. In the vertical direction, a three-section design of upper, middle, and lower parts is adopted, while traditional Chinese architectural techniques are used in the design of the cornice and the base. Horizontally, the emphasis of the facade design lies in the entrance located at the central axis, and the deliberate design of the entrance, balcony, and roof along the central axis further highlights the rigorous layout and rich techniques of the entire building group."

"You see the beast-like ornaments on the ridges of the roof? Mr. Liang took inspiration from the silhouette design of the beast-like ornaments in the main hall of the Fuguang Temple at Mount Wutai, but the specific shape is derived from the peace dove, once again reflecting the creative concept of 'socialist content, national form.' When we reached the bottom of the dormitory, Lv Xudong even stopped specifically to introduce it to him carefully."

I am very familiar with these buildings. I once came here to sketch. I never thought that I would actually live here one day. When I arrived, the Lin building brought back some nostalgia and fond memories.

"The male dormitory for our architecture department is on the third floor. Let me see... ah, it's in this dormitory!" After saying that, Lu Xudong brought Lin Lou inside, went up to the third floor, found his dormitory, pushed open the door, and there were already several students inside. "Come, let me introduce you. This is Lin Lou from Nanjiang City, Haidong Province. From now on, you will be living in the same dormitory!"

"I am Huang Yaxiang, from Zengcheng, Guangdong. We are all from the South!" The person near the left side of the door, who was barefoot and wearing slippers, immediately stood up and shook hands with Lin Lou.

Hey, don't eat me. When he heard his hometown, Lin Lou remembered a joke from later generations, "Yeah, when we go back during winter break, maybe we can even ride the same bus for a while."

"I am Xing Ruhua, a native of Hebei." The tall student by the window introduced himself, and from his clothing and the calluses on his hand, it was apparent that he came from the countryside.

"My name is Wen Xuansi, I'm a native Beijinger. When we have a break, I'll take you guys into the city for a stroll! Your Mandarin is much more standard than Xiangzi's." Like many Beijingers, Wen Xuansi is an outgoing person.

"Ever since I was little, I've been speaking in a local dialect, so except for during class, I don't speak in standard Mandarin. But don't worry, I'll be able to change that in at most a month!" Huang Yaxiang wasn't offended at all.

"I'm Su Zhongming, from Shaanxi. I brought some persimmon cakes from our region for you to try!" The person on the right side of Linlou hurriedly rummaged through their bag.

"Coincidentally, I also brought some tangerines from Nanjiang. Let's all share this. Here, senior, take one too!" Linlou smiled and took out his hometown's specialty from the box to share with his roommates.

"Oh, buddy, you've got a nice place here, huh? This stuff is imported, right? Wow, and a camera too, nice! Now we won't have to worry about not having anyone to take pictures for us when we go out!" Although his last name is Wen, Wenxuan is not at all quiet.

"Sure, when the other roommates arrive, let's go take a walk around the school together. I'll help you take some photos to send back home!" Lin Lou didn't mind this kind of personality. Although he was a bit careless, he spoke with restraint and didn't overdo it. Instead, he made people feel friendly. With this kind of temperament, he would definitely be persuasive in convincing the clients as an architect."

"From now on, if there's anything, just go directly to Building 5, Room 206 to find me. I still have to continue receiving new students, so I'll be leaving now!" Lü Xudong took the tangerines and left, leaving only the remaining five of them in the dormitory, including Lin Qiao.

"This is my brother, Lin Qiao, a fourth-year student in the computer science department at Tsinghua University. If you have any questions, feel free to ask him!" Lin began to visit the dorms in large numbers. The dormitory area is not big, with four bunk beds on both sides, able to accommodate eight people. The remaining space is only enough to place two cabinets near the door and two square tables in the middle aisle.

Lin Lou's bed happened to be the upper bunk by the window, so he was considered lucky. He didn't need Yang Yanzhi to find someone to switch with him, the school had originally arranged for him to stay there. After finishing the persimmon cake, he began to make the bed, and Xing Ruhua, who had already finished her tasks, also came over to help.

Just finished making the bed, the door opened again, and Lv Xudong brought another new student over, saying, "Come, let me introduce you guys, this is Zheng Weiming from Shanghai!"

Hey, Lin Lou suddenly became respectful. This person is going to be a future academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. How does it feel to live in the same dormitory as an academician? I'm waiting online, quite urgently!
Chapter 57: Cooking in the Bathtub

Tsinghua University is not lacking in academicians, and neither is the Department of Architecture. The current head of the Department of Architecture, Wu Liangyong, was recently elected as a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, which means he will be an academician in the future.

Wu was born in 1922. In 1944, he graduated from the Department of Architecture at the University of Chongqing. In 1946, he assisted Liang Sicheng in establishing the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. He then entered the Department of Architecture and Urban Design at the Cranbrook Academy of Art in the United States, and studied as a graduate student under the guidance of Eliel Saarinen, earning a master's degree. In 1950, he graduated with a master's degree from the Department of Architecture and Urban Design at the Cranbrook Academy of Art in the United States. After returning to China the same year, he taught at the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. In 1978, he became the head of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University.

Mr. Wu has made remarkable achievements in architectural education, basic theory of architecture and urban-rural planning, engineering practices, and discipline development research. He was awarded the highest national science and technology award in 2011 and is a highly respected figure in the Chinese architectural field.

Li Daozeng, who was just appointed as an associate professor last year, was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in 1999. Guan Zhaoye, who is about to visit the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for an exchange visit, was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in 1995. Wang Ruizhu, who will be going to the Paris School of Architecture for further studies next year, was elected as an academician in 2003. Jiang Yi, who is currently pursuing a master's degree in the Department of Architecture, Thermal Engineering, and Air Conditioning, will be elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in 2001, affiliated with the Department of Civil, Hydraulic, and Architectural Engineering.

If they are lucky, at least five academicians can give lectures to the students of Linlou in this term. If we also include academicians who have graduated from Tsinghua University and are working in other departments, and occasionally return to Tsinghua to give lectures, such as Fu Xiniian, Zhang Jinqiu, Zhou Ganzhi, and so on, there will be even more.

But these are all the elders of the Lin Building, either already successful or just starting to shine. Zheng Weiming, who is the same age as himself and a future academician, is the first time Lin Building has seen. He had heard that Zheng Weiming was admitted to Tsinghua University this year, but he hadn't expected to be in the same dormitory as himself, which made him feel a lot of pressure.

Don't let me end up regenerating all of this just to end up in a worse state than my college classmates. That would be really embarrassing! Even if ten thousand people were to be reborn in Einstein's era, Einstein would still outshine them all. Knowing this is one thing, but being able to accept it is another.

"Hey, Xiaolin, what are you thinking? It's time for you to introduce yourself!" Wenxuan tapped Xiaolin a few times, waking him up again.

"When it comes to Shanghai, I immediately think of the hairy crabs from there. I got a little distracted for a moment, sorry! My name is Lin Lou, from Nanjiang City in Haidong Province!" Lin Lou reached out and shook hands with Zheng Weiming.

"Oh, hello! I am Zheng Weiming." The future academicians who had just graduated from high school seemed a little shy, which made Lin Lou relax a lot. No matter how impressive he may be in the future, I still have several decades more of experience. I hope that this experience can make up for the gap in talent!

Introduction finished, after a while, two remaining classmates in the dormitory also reported. They are Ma Yong from Jiangxi and Yin Mingsong from Jilin. Nowadays, train tickets are in short supply and prices are high, so all eight people in the dormitory came on their own without being accompanied by their parents.

Helping them tidy up the beds, everyone was also hungry. Most of them were in their growth spurt at the age of seventeen or eighteen, and the few persimmon cakes and oranges were simply not enough. So, they all took out aluminum lunch boxes and enamel jars, preparing to go to the cafeteria for a meal.

"I will take you there!" As a senior, Lin Qiaoyi took on this responsibility without hesitation. "Get your food stamps and money ready. Oh, I almost forgot that you just registered and haven't received your subsidy yet, right? Anyone who doesn't have the money on hand can take it from me and then pay back Xiaolou when the school subsidies are received. We are all in the same dormitory and will be living together for the next five years, so there's no need to be polite!"

"Five years, isn't a bachelor's degree usually four years?" Su Zhongming was a bit confused.

"In general, a junior college degree takes three years, while a bachelor's degree takes four years. However, some special majors are five-year programs, such as certain medical and architecture disciplines, due to the high practical experience requirements. This necessitates an additional year for internships," Lin Qiao explained. "By the way, I remember it being mentioned in the admission notice. Did you not see it?"

"To be honest, after I received the admission letter, I only glanced at it before my parents took it away. They didn't return it to me until right before I got on the train. I really didn't have a good look at it." Su Zhongming scratched his head with embarrassment.

"Are we working a year later than others? How is seniority calculated?" Xing Ruhua frowned slightly. His family did not have good living conditions, so he wanted to start working early. Now that he heard it would take five years to complete university, he felt a bit of a headache.

"According to national regulations, workers, peasants, soldiers, and students sponsored by the state are considered to have work experience. However, students who enter university through the college entrance examination do not have their work experience counted during their time at school. But don't worry, when you start your internship, your work experience will start being counted, so you won't be behind others!" Yang Yanzhi had mentioned these things to Lin Lou yesterday, and he conveniently used them to comfort Xing Ruhua.

"Oh, that's good, that's good!" Xing Ruhua breathed a sigh of relief. In this day and age, the difference in a child earning money a year earlier or later is truly significant for a family.

Just arrived at college, even the most financially strapped students should still have a little money. Everyone closed the door, took their lunch boxes and enamel pots, and marched toward the cafeteria.

"That's the cafeteria over there. After you guys enroll in the future, you'll take turns helping in the kitchen. With so many students in the school, it's already a good thing if you get to help out once a week in a semester. Thinking back, it was quite fun. I was in charge of serving rice and selling steamed buns. There was a girl from a different department who always rolled her eyes at me. One time, I took the opportunity when she rolled her eyes and threw a tightly squeezed steamed bun into her bowl. As a result, she actually ate it..." Lin Qiao pointed to the cafeteria, recounting his glorious past.

Lin Lou couldn't help but cover his forehead with his hand. My dear brother, was she rolling her eyes at me? Perhaps she's interested in you and giving you a hint. I didn't expect to encounter such a clueless guy. If you keep being so slow, how will you find a partner in the future? Lin Lou was truly worried for his brother.

When I stepped into the cafeteria, I saw a spacious hall with many white square tables but no chairs. Most students were standing by the tables to eat. Lin thought to himself that this might be deliberately done due to the large number of students, in order to save time and prevent anyone from lingering too long and delaying others from having their meals.

This scene is still understandable, but the next scene left Lin Lou a bit dumbfounded. In front of him, the container for rice turned out to be a large bathtub. What's going on here?
Chapter 58 Just Like the Youngsters

“Why use a bathtub to hold food? Because it's convenient! The insulation performance of the bathtub is so much better than a wooden barrel, and it's easy to clean. At lunchtime, the chef first cooks the rice in a big pot and steams it on a shelf, then scoops it into the bathtub and covers it with a quilt to keep it warm until we eat. In the morning, it can also be used to hold porridge. I've tried the cafeteria at other schools, and I always feel that their rice is not as fragrant as ours at Tsinghua. I wonder if it's because they don't use bathtubs." Lin Qiao did not know the origin of these bathtubs, but based on his own experience, he judged that using a bathtub to hold food is more convenient.

Indeed, ceramic bathtubs are much easier to clean than wooden buckets. Perhaps someone didn't know where to get a bathtub from and ended up using it to serve meals. The canteen staff later discovered that it was much more convenient than using wooden buckets, so the habit was retained.

"Let's go, come with me first to exchange meal vouchers. The school cafeteria doesn't accept money directly, you need to use your student ID to exchange for meal vouchers." Lin Qiao led them to the place for exchanging meal vouchers, took out the student ID, and exchanged some meal vouchers with money and food coupons.

Then they proceeded to line up at the serving window and saw the prices of dishes posted on the window. Most meat dishes were around thirty cents, while vegetarian dishes were generally one cent per serving. There was also free radish and pork rib soup, although one could hardly see any ribs in it, only a few radish slices floating on the top, but one could still catch a whiff of the enticing meat aroma.

Su Zhongming was a little surprised, "Why are the dishes in Tsinghua cafeteria so affordable? In my high school, the meat and vegetable dishes were only 30 cents too, but the portions were much smaller than these."

He stared eagerly at the braised pork elbows in the basin, made from pure pork elbow meat. It was cut into large strips, eight centimeters long, four centimeters wide, and one centimeter thick, glistening with oil, making people unable to help but salivate at the sight.

This dish is so affordable, it must be expensive, but it's only four yuan. Looking around the entire cafeteria, four yuan is the most expensive dish. Su Zhongming quickly took out the four yuan meal ticket. If it were in his hometown, he wouldn't be able to buy such a large piece of meat for four yuan. This time, he really got a big bargain.

I don't know if it's just today that this dish is available, or if it will be available in the future. If I could buy it every day, I would eat it at least three times a week! It feels even more fulfilling than back when I was a landlord.

"The country provides financial aid to us college students, understanding that we are in the stage of growing and need to eat well. That's why there is a special financial subsidy for student meals every year, making the food in the school cheaper than outside. That's why we need to use meal tickets. If we could just use money to buy, then the locals nearby would all come in to eat," Lin Qiao explained to them.

The university cafeterias in the future may also receive subsidies, but at that time, most of the cafeterias were outsourced. Those people must try every means to cut corners on the meals in order to make money. From the perspective of affordability and portion size, it seems to be not as good as it is now, except for having more variety than now.

Today's college students are not as well-behaved as future college students. If a school dares to mess with the food in the cafeteria, they will cause a stir, so the meals at colleges during this period are exceptionally affordable.

"Master, I want this piece!" Finally, it was Su Zhongming's turn. He quickly handed over the meal ticket, pointing to the thickest and fattest pork elbow.

"Who's responsible for picking and choosing the meat pieces one by one in order and turning them into minced meat?" The lunch lady had seen this kind of thing too many times. Without even raising her eyelids, she scooped up the leaner top piece and poured it into Su Zhongming's large enamel basin. "Next! What vegetables do you want?"

Su Zhongming looked on eagerly as the thickest pork elbow went to someone else. It took him a while to recover from the disappointment, and he promised himself that next time, he would first check which piece is the thickest at the window and then plan his order before queuing up.

However, this window is not just selling pork ribs, right? If the person in front of me buys something else, what should I do if I don't get the thickest piece when it's my turn? Su Zhongming is caught in a dilemma.

"The braised pork knuckles at the second canteen are famously delicious, the dried braised meat at the third canteen is also good, and the dumplings at the fourth canteen are tasty, so oily with every bite. In the next couple of days, I'll take you to each canteen so you'll know where to eat!" Seeing him like this, Lin Qiao also laughed. He was just like himself at that age.

"Next time he cooks, ask the chef to scoop some meat broth to pour over the rice, mix it together, and the taste will be amazing. He definitely won't give much meat, but the meat broth is more flexible." He also gave some pointers to Su Zhongming in passing.

"In the cafeteria, it's uncomfortable to stand and eat. We can either take the food back to the dorm and eat there, or we can go to the side of the sports field, watch them play while eating. Which one do you choose?" Lin Qiao asked when everyone had finished preparing their meals.

"Just came out of the dorm and have to go back in? Or should we go watch others play basketball? By the way, do you guys play basketball usually? I quite like playing table tennis and basketball! When can we play together?" Xing Ruhua said.

"You must be at least 1.9 meters tall, right? You are quite suitable for playing basketball. You might even be able to join the architecture department's team. The school holds various sports competitions every year, so you won't have to worry about finding teammates in college!" Lin Qiao gestured at his height.

"Really? I represented the school in competitions when I was in high school? How do I sign up for the team?" Xing Ruhua asked eagerly, as if she couldn't wait to join the team right away.

"With your height, the team members will definitely come to you, and then you just need to show off your skills!" Nowadays, everyone's nutrition is insufficient, which affects the physical development during puberty. Being 1.9 meters tall is enough to join the basketball team.

"The library is over there, and in a few days, your library cards will be issued, and then you can go in to find and read books. Over there is the teaching building of our computer science department, where the computer lab is also located. When you have computer classes, you will come here. This is the gymnasium, where various competitions such as basketball, volleyball, table tennis, and badminton are frequently held. Students can enter for free with their student IDs."

Along the way, Lin Qiao constantly introduced various architectural facilities of the school to these new students. These words ignited the passion and longing in everyone's hearts, making them eager to rush in and experience it all.

While Lin Lou observed the students on campus, the university students of 1980 had a completely different demeanor from the students of later generations. They were confident and proud, full of passion and vitality, and their eyes sparkled with idealistic ideals. Some of them read English aloud on the lawn as if no one was around, while others engaged in heated debates with their classmates on certain issues...

Seeing these, Linlou couldn't help but think of a poem, "Just like the young students, in the prime of life, full of scholarly spirit, vigorous and unrestrained...."
Chapter 59 Taking Photos

They do have the qualifications to be proud. In 1980, the university enrollment rate was only 8%, with over 3 million applicants and 280,000 admissions. Everyone who was able to get into university was exceptional, let alone a top institution like Tsinghua University.

The current treatment and social status of college students are far from comparable to those after the expansion of enrollment in later generations. Ordinary college students can easily meet the county mayor when they return to their hometown, and the country has introduced many policies to take care of college students, protecting them like giant pandas, fearing that they will not have enough to eat or wear.

More importantly, nowadays college students don't have to worry about their future at all. After graduation, they are assigned a job, and it can be said that as long as they enter college, they have secured a position as a state official. Salary and housing are not a problem, as they are provided by the institution. The prestige of being a college student often puts them at the forefront of the queue for allocated housing.

How can we not be proud of this? If the future college graduates can enter state-owned enterprises and large government agencies right after graduation and even receive housing benefits, I believe they will be as proud as the current college students, right?

"College is really great!" Huang Yaxiang seemed to be infected by the surrounding atmosphere, his eyes full of longing.

"Wow! That's really great!" The other roommates nodded vigorously as well. Huang Yaxiang's words really struck a chord with them, especially for students like Xing Ruhua and Su Zhongming who come from small towns. Compared to their hometowns, this place is simply like paradise.

The crowd gathered at the edge of the stadium, squatting under the trees, placing their lunch boxes and enamel mugs on the lawn. They ate while watching the students sweating on the field, cheering for every brilliant dribble and beautiful goal.

After dinner, everyone was still reluctant to leave. We stayed until the end of the game before heading back. We washed the dishes at the water room, then returned to the dorm. Lin brought out the camera.

"Let's go, guys. Let's take a photo."

"Let's go!" Everyone got excited again and quickly rushed to the door. Then someone came back, "Wait, let me change my clothes. This one is a bit dirty!"

Since we are taking photos, we should definitely wear something decent! Otherwise, how can we stop our family from worrying that we are suffering at school? Plus, it's not convenient for our family to show off if we don't dress well!

"Wow, is this Kodak film? It costs 20.5 yuan per roll, Louzi, you are really extravagant!" Wenxuan picked up the film box and inspected it, "Let's not take too many photos. Each of us take an individual photo, and the rest can be taken as group photos. How much will it cost us? We will pay you."

"We don't need to spend much money, we can just split the cost of the film. I can develop the film myself, and we can use the darkroom at the photography club in school. It should come to about five or six yuan per person when calculated." Lin estimated the affordability of his roommates and proposed a relatively suitable number.

He didn't say he would help people take photos for free. Nowadays, college students have a lot of self-esteem and wouldn't accept other people's favors for no reason, and might even cause resentment.

Upon hearing this, Xing Ruhua, Su Zhongming, and Ma Yongming visibly breathed a sigh of relief. Their family conditions were a bit lacking, so if it was too expensive, it would be a bit difficult for them. However, since the other party kindly offered to help take photos, it seemed impolite not to accept, and they did indeed want to send a few photos back home for their families to see.

As long as it's five yuan, then it's much easier to accept. The school provides a subsidy of 22.5 yuan per month, so saving a little bit will be enough to make up this amount.

"Should I print some more?" Zheng Weiming asked. He came from Shanghai and was relatively well-off. "I have a lot of relatives at home and I want to send more cards back."

"It's okay to take more photos. Just cover the cost of the film and photo paper." Linlou complied, thinking to charge for taking photos of an academician, I feel like I might be going a bit too far, don't I?

"Then help me take a few more shots!" Wenxuan patted his shoulder, then whispered in his ear, "If the film runs out, I'll help you get some industrial vouchers."

"I want some too. Take three more for me and develop nine."

"I'll take two more photos, and develop eight!" Others promptly reported their own demands, even Xing Ruhua, Su Zhongming, and Ma Yong also requested one or two more.

Everyone rummaged through the boxes and took out their best clothes, washed their faces in the water room, wet their hair to tidy it up, and then walked out of the dormitory building in an imposing manner, heading towards the gate of Tsinghua University.

Although there are many scenic spots worth taking pictures at Tsinghua University, everyone unanimously chooses to take the first photo at the entrance, because relatives and friends at home may not know about places like Waterwood, Lotus Pond Moonlight, or the Gong Zi Hall, but they will definitely recognize the four words "Tsinghua University".

"Move a little to the left, Zhongming. Don't be nervous, relax, relax, your face is all stiff... Oh, yes, that's it, hold it, say 'eggplant' with me." Click, the first photo is taken. Then the seven roommates stand one after another below the words 'Tsinghua University' and strike the same pose for another photo.

Lin Lou couldn't resist the temptation either. After adjusting the focus and aperture, he handed the camera to Lin Qiao. During this summer vacation, Lin Qiao also learned a lot from him, and has already mastered some basic techniques.

After taking individual photos, the eight people in the dormitory took a group photo. Then they entered the campus, and now they can finally take photos in places like Shui Mu Tsinghua, Hetang Moonlight, Gongzi Hall, the teaching building, the stadium, and the library.

These places are relatively free. Anyone can take photos wherever they like. Su Zhongming went to the basketball court and borrowed a basketball from someone. He felt a little envious seeing someone wearing a jersey with the words "Tsinghua University" on it, so he decided to borrow it and take a photo of himself wearing the jersey shooting baskets.

Huang Yaxiang borrowed an English book from someone and put on a pose, reciting English loudly; Wenxuan saw someone holding a guitar, so he quickly borrowed it and sat on the lawn pretending to be a literary youth; Mayong saw the library and couldn't walk anymore, so he sat on the steps; Zheng Weiming ran to the south end of the large lawn in front of the auditorium, took a photo near the sundial with the inscription "Actions speak louder than words." Perhaps he felt this phrase suited him well?

Yin Mingsong began reciting "Moonlight Over the Lotus Pond" in Ziqing Hall; Xing Ruhua found an empty classroom and pretended to be listening attentively in class... Everyone took the pictures they wanted.

Su Zhongming was a little regretful, "Ah, why didn't I think of taking a photo while having dinner just now? If I had taken a picture of myself eating pork ribs, my family would definitely be reassured!"

"It's okay, we can take more photos during dinner time!" Linlou smiled.

"Eating pork elbows twice a day, isn't that too extravagant?" Su Zhongming is caught in a dilemma, should he take the shot or not?
Chapter 60 What Is Architecture For

I took some photos for my roommates, and I also took some for Lin Qiao. He is about to go abroad soon, so I definitely need to mail some to his family, so Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying can see him when they miss him.

The photo shoot continued until almost dinnertime, but we didn't take many photos. Most of the time was spent on choosing the right shooting locations. It felt more formal than taking wedding photos in the future. However, when compared to the importance people place on taking wedding photos in the future, the current emphasis on taking photos is not much different.

After dinner, my roommates all went back, but Lin went back with a camera film and Lin Qiao. They found Yang Yanzhi, who took them to the president of the school's photography club, Zeng Shaowen. As soon as Zeng Shaowen saw the camera hanging around Lin's neck, his eyes lit up, "Leica M4-2, this is a good thing!"

"If you want to use it, you can borrow it whenever I'm not using it!" With the prestige of Yang Yanzhi and Lin Lou saying this, borrowing the darkroom was not a problem at all.

Zeng Shaowen took them in, and even helped Lin Lou set up the chemicals, fixation, and development. With an experienced hand to help, the efficiency naturally increased. Before the lights were turned off, they had already developed and printed all the photos.

Linlou separated the photos and brought back the ones of his roommates, leaving the rest, along with the camera film, for Linqiao. His roommates must also want to take photos, so he let Linqiao use it for a few days first. After they have all been taken, he will ask him to mail them back home.

Back in the dorm, everyone was chatting lively in bed. But when Lin Lou came back with a photo, everyone got up and hurried over to see, "Where's mine? Where's mine? Where's my photo?"

"Sure, Louzi, your skills are even better than the teachers in the photography studio. I think you can make money with this talent!" Wenxuan said, holding the photo of himself playing the guitar on the lawn. In the photo, he did have a somewhat artistic vibe, thanks to Linlou's slightly blurry effect with the fiber optic adjustment.

Wenxuan thought to himself with great satisfaction, "If a girl sees this photo, she will definitely be attracted to me. Maybe I should send it to Xiaojuan." He thought of a female classmate he had a crush on in high school.

"Linlou's skills are unquestionable. The photos are clean and beautiful, unlike those few photographers in my hometown whose pictures always feel a bit dull and grey." Yin Mingsong also praised.

"The photos taken by the photographer in your hometown are quite dull. It's probably not just a matter of skill, right? Your family must be in a heavy industrial city!" Ma Yong joked.

"Where is the postal office in our school? Let's go together to mail the letters tomorrow," said Zheng Weiming. He took out paper and pen, preparing to start writing a letter, but only covered the paper, not letting anyone see what he was writing. Linlou guessed that it was definitely not written to his family. Oh, I remember seeing his interview online. It seems that his wife is his high school classmate, right?"

I can't believe it. Zheng Weiming appears shy, but he started dating earlier than everyone else. Successful in his career and happily married, his life is truly enviable.

"When we took photos in the afternoon, didn't we pass by there? It's not far. How about I go with you tomorrow!" Seeing his eager manner, Xing Ruhua also picked up pen and paper to start writing a letter to her parents: Mom and Dad, I'm doing well at school. Tsinghua is even more beautiful than I imagined, and the food at the school is cheap and good. My roommates are also very nice. You don't need to worry... Dad, you're getting older, so take care of your health and don't overwork. The allowance I receive at school is enough for me, so you don't need to send me money.

As Xing Ruhua continued to write, the image of her parents receiving the letter and seeing the photos appeared in her mind. Their content expressions and proud looks made her eyes slightly red. "I am in college now. After enduring another four years, when I start my internship and receive a salary, my family will be completely liberated..."

Su Zhongming and Ma Yong also had a similar glow on their faces. When they were writing eagerly, their mouths couldn't help but curve upwards. Entering university meant that their future was bound to be bright, and that they would be able to change their family's difficult circumstances, allowing themselves and their families to live a good life.

It seems that Zheng Weiming is not the only one writing a letter to his girlfriend. When Yin Mingsong was writing, he also occasionally stared blankly and laughed foolishly. This particular state of being deeply in love is something Lin Lou is very familiar with.

Although currently all universities prohibit students from dating, and when reaching senior year they will also face the issue of job placement after graduation, as Jiang Yunying puts it, falling in love is natural for young people, and how can a few policies stop it? Even if the school doesn't allow it, as long as we don't show it openly, isn't that fine?

I've watched so many revolutionary-themed movies and novels in recent years. The underground party has mastered the tactics long ago, and it just so happens to be applicable in this context.

So, the dormitory suddenly fell into silence, with only the sound of pens scratching on paper. It's a pity that soon it was time for the lights to be turned off, and everyone had to put down their pens and paper.

"It's only a few o'clock and the lights are already off? Are we supposed to read by candlelight at night?" Zheng Weiming muttered, "This really affects studying!"

"It's okay, the lights in the dorm are turned off, but the lights in the corridor stay on. If necessary, I can just take my books and go outside to study!" Wenxuan had asked others about the situation beforehand and knew some details. "Plus, the school also has self-study rooms that stay open all night. But you have to claim a seat in advance and line up. If you go late, there won't be any spots available!"

"Oh, that's good!" From Zheng Weiming's tone, it seems like he intends to make the self-study room his regular spot.

"Go to sleep, we can write in the morning. We don't have class tomorrow anyway, so it doesn't matter if we sleep for a while now!" Everyone fumbled their way back to their beds in the dark. The excitement from the day had not dissipated, and no one planned to sleep right away, so the late-night chat resumed.

"What have you all written for your families? I've written a few paragraphs and I don't know what else to write. Can you guys give me some ideas for reference?" asked Yin Mingsong.

"Really? I just wrote a little bit about what I saw today, only three pages of letter paper. How come you don't know anything about such a good school?" Huang Zhixiang was somewhat surprised.

"Weren't you just writing a lot earlier? I reckon you've at least gone through five sheets of stationery, right?"

"Hehe, Ming Song didn't write that for his family at first. I bet he wrote it for his special someone. Have you seen how lovesick he looks?" Wenxuan laughed.

The dorm suddenly became lively. For these young people in their late teens, what could be more exciting than love?

"I don't know how to write, because I still don't understand what architecture is about. Does anyone know?" Yin Mingsong quickly changed the subject.
Chapter 61 Future Goals

Before entering university, it was almost the norm in the 1980s that one was unsure about the major they wanted to study. During this period, information flow was blocked and communication was not smooth, so many people often did not know how to choose when applying for their major, let alone what the major was all about.

In addition, with the extremely limited annual admission quotas nowadays, and the fact that regardless of the major, all graduates will be allocated as state officials, so struggling with the choice of major is not something highly valued.

But the profession will ultimately determine a person's future path, so after entering university, Yin Mingsong couldn't help but ask the question he had been thinking about for days, "Isn't architecture just about building houses? Can't people in the village build houses well enough? Do I still need to go to university for this?"

"The construction of houses in the village is different from that in the city. The people in your village can build tile-roofed houses, so it's quite possible for them to build the People's Congress Hall as well, right? I think we should be responsible for building these major projects." Xing Ruhua voiced his guess.

"In a broad sense, architecture is the study of buildings and their environment, and it is a discipline that spans across engineering technology and humanistic arts," Linlou said. "The architecture department of our school is designed according to Mr. Liang Sicheng's plan, mainly focusing on five categories of courses: cultural and social background, science and engineering, expressive techniques, design courses, and comprehensive research."

"At the undergraduate level, students take the same courses. When it comes to graduation design, specialties are set up in four directions: architectural design and theory, urban planning and design, architectural history and theory, and architectural technology and science. In the graduate stage, students are admitted according to the above four specialties to cultivate specialized talents in their respective fields."

"Lin Lou, I still feel confused. Can you explain it in simpler terms? What can we actually do after graduation?" Zheng Weiming asked. Even though he may become a future academician, he still doesn't have a clear understanding of his major.

In simple terms, when we are studying, we need to learn the history of architecture in both the East and the West, understand the historical development of architecture, study professional knowledge such as architectural mechanics, engineering surveying, architectural physics, architectural structures, and know how to design a building that conforms to scientific principles.

"In addition, you need to study geometric drawing methods, architectural drafting, shadow perspective, and other knowledge and skills in order to produce qualified architectural design drawings. Furthermore, there are subjects such as building regulations and urban planning that will help us understand the type of architecture that is currently needed. Additionally, there are some special courses such as ancient architecture conservation, ancient architecture maintenance, and building equipment, etc."

The dormitory suddenly became quiet, with only Lin talking endlessly. At a time when everyone was full of confusion about the future, it was really rare for someone to clearly explain the situation of our major.

"As for the employment direction, there are generally a few types. Firstly, there are architectural designers. As Xing Ruhua just mentioned, the difficulty of designing large buildings like the People's Congress Hall is different from building rural thatched houses. Thatched houses may not require a designer or blueprints, and can be constructed based solely on experience."

"The Great Hall of the People is such a large building that it is not feasible to proceed without qualified drawings before the start of construction. Workers must then follow these drawings for the building process. An architect is a person whose primary profession is architectural design and they work in collaboration with project investors and construction parties to realize the creation of buildings in terms of technology, economy, functionality, and aesthetics. Simply put, within a certain budget, they help design beautiful and practical buildings for them."

"Another example is urban planning. This profession mainly studies the future development of cities, plans for urban construction, and rational use of urban land. It coordinates the spatial layout of cities and makes comprehensive arrangements and specific plans for various construction projects. For example, where should the future industrial area be arranged, and where should the residential area be arranged? How wide should the roads be constructed? All of these require urban planners to conduct research and then provide solutions."

"This job is exciting!" Zheng Weiming was immediately excited when he heard this. "If I master this, then wouldn't I be the one to determine how Shanghai expands in the future?"

"It's not that simple. Urban planning involves not only technical aspects but also comprehensive consideration of political, cultural, economic, and historical factors. However, the opinions of urban planners will indeed play a significant role. I remember you seemed to have been involved in the planning of the PDX area in the future. Are you developing in this direction for this reason?"

"Don't interrupt, continue listening to what Linlou has to say. Besides these two, are there any other directions?" Xing Ruhua pondered, feeling a bit uncomfortable with these two directions.

"Another option is pure theoretical research, studying the history of architectural development and constructing new architectural theories. If you want to pursue this path, you can stay at the school after graduation, teaching students while conducting theoretical research," Lin continued. "Although the research on architectural theory may not be prominent, it is equally important. It is similar to physics - new technological achievements are born only after the establishment of theories."

"This is great, this is great. Being able to stay in the university all the time is a great job!" Xing Ruhua nodded repeatedly. Although he had just arrived at Tsinghua, he had already completely fallen in love with it, wishing to stay in Tsinghua Garden for the rest of his life.

"Building technology science mainly studies building physics, including building acoustics, building thermodynamics, building optics, etc., as well as building construction and other professional directions."

"The study of building physics focuses on how to improve the thermal and humid environment inside and outside buildings through building and planning measures, and to effectively address issues such as shading, moisture prevention, insulation, energy conservation, acoustic quality improvement, noise and vibration control, daylighting, and lighting, in order to create a healthy, comfortable, and sustainable living environment. Building construction focuses on the construction technology of various structural components and their joints to ensure that buildings have good functionality and meet the important technical requirements of safety, aesthetics, and practicality."

"After graduation, students studying these subjects can choose to stay at the school or go to various corresponding research institutes. In addition, there are also directions in architectural software, but they basically have no concept of it now."

"If you want to enter a government institution, the Construction Bureau, Planning Bureau, and other departments are relevant units. In addition, you can also consider museums, media, and other institutions, which also require talents related to architecture."

"I wonder whether I should work at the Bureau of Construction or become a government official."

"I'll go to research institute. Being a scientist is my childhood dream!" Roommates were all envisioning their future.

"Linlou, you know so much about this. Are you majoring in architecture? What do you plan to do in the future?" Wenxuan asked.
Chapter 62 Master's Speech

"I specifically applied for the architecture department! Because I really like these, when I was young, I often stayed in my hometown village, where there are many ancient traditional houses, all of them facing north and south, emphasizing internal lighting; supporting beams with wood, and using bricks, stones, and mud to build protective walls; focusing on the main hall, and well-known for the carved beams, painted pillars, decorative roofs, and eaves."

"I didn't realize it at the time, but after following my parents to Nanjiang City, I experienced initial curiosity and amazement towards the high-rise buildings. However, I discovered that those quaint and even somewhat rustic Haidong dwellings were so interesting. The harmonious combination of bricks and stones formed patterns that embodied rich local characteristics. Every detail was worth studying, and it was very comfortable to live in, perfectly suited to the local climate."

"A little later, my mother went to work at Nanjiang University, and I often went to the school to play and borrow books. Gradually, I discovered the new buildings at Nanjiang University that blend Western architecture with the characteristics of Haidong folk houses. These buildings made a new impression on me and allowed me to truly appreciate the beauty of architecture. From that time on, I decided to become an architectural designer and design excellent architectural works like the master architects Liang Sicheng and Wu Liangyong at our school."

Although this passage is fabricated, it is not entirely false. Before Lin Lou's rebirth, when he decided to become an architect, it was not because he was influenced by Haidong folk dwellings, but he was similarly moved by those outstanding architectures. In other words, it's just a change in background.

If this were said in later generations, people in the dormitory would probably scoff and say, "What are you pretending to be? First think about how to get into those good design institutes after graduation!" But in the idealistic campus of the 1980s, these words resonated with Wang Xiang and his friends. "Louzi said it well. As men, we must leave our mark on the world during our lifetime," they thought.

"With what you said, I suddenly remembered the Bell Tower and the Great Wild Goose Pagoda that I saw in Xi'an. Now that I think about it, those buildings were really beautiful! The architects seem quite interesting too!" Su Zhongming was also affected.

On the first night of moving into the dormitory, eight people enthusiastically chatted about various topics related to architecture until the moon reached its zenith before slowly falling asleep.

The next day they continued to sign up. In the evening, more than 80 students from the class of 1980 of the Department of Architecture of Tsinghua University gathered in the classroom to prepare for a meeting. Many teachers from the department also came, and the department head, Wu Liangyong, personally welcomed the students.

A young teacher first took the stage to explain what architecture really is and what students graduating from the architecture department can do. These things can be easily found online in the future, but many freshmen are hearing about them for the first time. Many students were whispering and discussing with each other.

The eight people in the Lin Building dormitory looked at each other and smiled. "It's almost exactly the same as what Lin Building said yesterday. We're lucky to have someone knowledgeable in our dormitory."

Then Mr. Wu took the stage and began his welcoming speech, "Today, we have all the newly enrolled students here. This marks a new stage in your life, and I sincerely hope that you can also achieve a new level of thinking. Today, I won't talk about grand theories. As an architecture professional, I've been teaching at Tsinghua University since 1946, a total of 32 years. I only want to share some insights gained through my own experience with my fellow students."

"First, ideals and aspirations. A person cannot live without ideals, and having aspirations is the driving force for continuous progress in life. One must ponder over what they want to do in their life, what accomplishments and ambitions they aspire to have, their interests and aspirations, and what profession they want to pursue. This is something that must be considered when transitioning from secondary school to university."

"The reason why I chose architecture as my career and pursued it throughout my life is closely related to my experiences growing up. I was born in Nanjing in 1922, a time of great turmoil and hardship in China with frequent wars raging across the land. In 1937, Nanjing fell, and I fled with my family to Chongqing. I continued my high school education in Hechuan, Sichuan. I remember on July 27, 1940, the day after the college entrance examination, Hechuan was bombed by the Japanese air force, and the fire continued to burn until the rain stopped it the next morning. My respected former Chinese teacher at Suzhou Middle School, Mr. Dai Jinchen and his son, also perished in the incident."

"The pain of war inspired my strong desire to rebuild my homeland, eventually leading me to decisively enter the Department of Architecture at Chongqing University as a major in architecture. This was a beginning. As I grew and gained understanding of the country's social development, my appreciation for the growing demand in the field of architectural development deepened, and my studies and research in this area continued to improve."

"Secondly, choice. Over the course of one's life, one will encounter numerous crossroads and it is crucial to make the right choices as it can be difficult to turn back to one's original aspirations after taking a wrong turn. There are countless opportunities, changes and even infinite contingencies in life. The development of a country, economic and social changes, and even minor family issues can lead people to change direction and even alter one's destiny."

Looking back on my own experiences, there are several important turning points: applying to the Department of Architecture at Chongqing Central University in 1940; in 1948, Mr. Liang Sicheng recommended me to study at the Cranbrook Academy of Art in the United States. After completing my studies in 1950, I heeded Mr. Liang's call in his letter for the "new China's urgent need for development," and declined various temptations. I left behind the British-controlled Hong Kong, and under the escort of military and police, returned to China to devote myself to the construction and educational undertakings of the new China in need of development. Looking back now, if I had stayed in the United States at that time, I would not have had the decades of hard work and achievements in the field of construction in China.

"Third, persistence. It is impossible to have smooth sailing throughout life. When faced with difficulties, one must decide whether to persevere or retreat. From my personal experience, whether it was seeking knowledge during my youth or conducting research and practice in my older years, I have encountered difficulties almost everywhere, and setbacks are inevitable. Young people are easily influenced by setbacks and may feel discouraged. Here, I hope everyone can be encouraged by a quote from Mr. Zong Baihua – 'Do not be disheartened by difficulties, and do not become complacent with honors.' One must aspire, choose, and have persistence in facing difficulties on the chosen path."

Looking back on decades of academic life, I deeply realize that the innovation of scientific theory is not achieved overnight, but rather by constantly maintaining sensitivity to new things, paying attention to the situation of practical problems and academic development, accumulating knowledge, conducting comparative research, drawing inspiration from others, and gradually 'fermenting' to achieve enlightenment.

As Mr. Wu gave his speech, the new students in the classroom gradually began to ponder, "What kind of ideals should I establish? How can I achieve these ideals?"

The Lin Building has long had a firm goal.
Chapter 63 Opening Class

At the end of the speech, all the freshmen stood up and applauded. They still didn't know the identity of Mr. Wu as a department committee member, and they didn't know his high status in the domestic architectural industry. They just felt that Mr. Wu's words touched their hearts.

"Okay, the students from class one, stay in this classroom. The students from class two, come with me, let's go to the classroom next door." A young teacher led half of the students away. This year, the architecture department at Tsinghua University enrolled more than 80 students, which is too many for one class, so the students are divided into two classes.

A young and pretty female teacher with outstanding temperament stepped onto the stage, "Hello everyone, let me introduce myself first. My name is Zhou Ruiqiong, and I graduated from our department in 78. After graduation, I stayed at the school and now I am your homeroom teacher. In the future, no matter if you have any problems in your studies or daily life, you can come to me and I will do my best to help you solve them so that you can focus on your studies."

"Today, the main agenda is for everyone to get to know each other as we are all new students. We will start with self-introductions to familiarize ourselves with others. Following that, those who are interested in becoming class leaders will have the opportunity to give a speech explaining their reasons for wanting to become class leaders and what they can do for their fellow classmates. After the speeches, there will be a vote by the students."

"Just a reminder, this election is just a trial. After two months when everyone is familiar with the process, we will have another election to formally determine the final candidates for class cadres!" Zhou Ruiqiong was decisive and clear, finishing the instructions neatly. She pointed her finger at the first student on the right-hand side of the front row, "Let's start with you!"

"真飒啊!" Wenxuan muttered quietly. "飒" in Beijing dialect means open-minded and generous in personality. There is a specific term called "大飒蜜," referring to the likes of Zhou Ruiqiong, a girl with a beautiful appearance, graceful demeanor, and a generous personality.

The freshmen were amazed by Zhou Ruiqiong. When have they ever seen such a girl? It was only after some prompting from others that the first student began to introduce himself, saying, "I...I'm Wang Hui, from Hunan Province, and I'm from the same hometown as the chairman."

"Sure, if we go sketching in Xiangtan in the future, you must take us to try the local delicacies." Zhou Ruiqiong's words relieved his tension, and the rest of the self-introduction went more smoothly.

The freshmen have different personalities. Some are quite shy, simply stating their name and hometown before sitting down, while others are more talkative, standing up to speak confidently. Lin Lou spoke a few words in a measured manner before sitting down. He noticed that Zhou Ruiqiong was paying close attention throughout, seemingly intent on memorizing all the students in her class in no time.

This seems a bit difficult, but for those who have been admitted to Tsinghua University and continued their studies, maybe it's not a big deal at all? After over forty people finished introducing themselves one by one, it's time for the election of class leaders.

When I was in elementary and middle school, the class leaders were all directly appointed by the teachers. Most of the students had never experienced the process of electing class leaders, so there was a brief awkward silence, and no one wanted to step forward.

Zhou Ruiqiong is not in a hurry. She raised her hand and pointed to Wen Xuansi, "Wen Xuansi, you just introduced yourself and talked a lot about being a student leader in middle school, doing student union work. You must be willing to serve everyone. How about you go first?"

"Thank you, teacher. I will now show my limited ability and share my thoughts to solicit feedback." With his heart poured out, Wenxuan didn't feel embarrassed at all and began his campaign speech on stage.

With his leading example, others who were interested in running for class committee members also came forward to speak about their strengths and compete for different positions. In the Linlou dormitory, besides Wen Xuanshi, Xing Ruhua also took the stage, saying, "I want to be the sports committee member. I heard that our school holds annual basketball matches between departments and classes. I will definitely lead our team to fight for good results and make sure that we, the Architecture Department and our class, won't lose face!"

"Your skill in playing basketball is quite suitable. We'll rely on you for the basketball match!" Zhou Ruiqiong applauded to encourage.

"Buddy, I also like playing basketball. When are you available? Let's go to the basketball court and have a game!" There are quite a few sports-loving guys, and soon someone is calling out to form a team.

Some girls were secretly eyeing Xing Ruhua and murmuring softly. His tall and well-proportioned figure, with his square face, fit the popular image of a handsome man nowadays. Just as boys like to look at pretty girls, girls naturally like to look at handsome guys too!

"No one has come up yet?" Zhou Ruiqiong waited for a while, then began to write down the positions and names on the blackboard. "Alright, if no one comes up, then the candidates will be among them! Candidate for class monitor, Wen Xuansi, Liu Di... Candidate for Youth League member, Xu Yingxue, Zhang Xiaomeng... Candidate for sports committee member, Xing Ruhua..."

She didn't take any notes when she listened just now, but now she flawlessly wrote the list of candidates on the blackboard, which truly shocked the students.

Starting from the class monitor, the candidates for all the class cadres were quickly confirmed through a show of hands. "Alright, so the temporary arrangement for our class cadres over the next two months has been decided. Those who have been selected shouldn't be proud. If you don't perform well in the future, be careful not to be deselected next time."

"Students who were not selected, do not be discouraged. It is not because you are not outstanding enough, but simply because others have not yet understood your strengths. Each dormitory should quickly select their dormitory leader and report to me!"

"This is the class schedule for this semester. You guys distribute it first, and then follow me to get the books. We will officially start classes from tomorrow!" Zhou Ruiqiong handed out a pile of printed papers to several class officers, who then distributed them to the new students.

After receiving the books, Lin realized that among the textbooks, there were not only finished books, but also several teacher’s own printed and bound simple editions. There was no other way, as the college entrance examination had just been restored a few years ago. Many of the previous textbooks were outdated, and compiling new textbooks was not something that could be done overnight. Therefore, they could only write their own textbooks.

Tsinghua is still considered to be good, after all, it has strong teaching staff and the ability to compile textbooks. Some weaker schools can only copy and imitate from other schools.

After returning to the dormitory with the books, they finally had time to check the class schedule. "We have quite a few courses, don't we? Advanced Mathematics, College Foreign Language, Introduction to Architecture, History of Chinese Architecture, History of Western Architecture, Fundamentals and Theories of Architectural Design... It's a full schedule almost every day of the week, six days a week! It feels busier and more tiring than senior year of high school!"

Nowadays, we still have one day off per week, and we have classes six days a week. Almost every morning and afternoon, there are two major classes, and occasionally we also have evening classes. It's definitely not easy.

Early the next morning, the hallway became noisy. Today was the first day of classes, and they were about to start a new life.
Chapter 64 Waive Repair

After finishing washing up, the eight people grabbed the books they needed for the morning and hurried to the classroom. However, when they arrived at the classroom door, they were dumbfounded to see that the first three rows were already occupied. They had no choice but to go to the back rows.

"Can you just sit anywhere in college classes? I should have come early if I'd known!" Xing Ruhua regretted deeply. Due to his height, he had always sat in the back row from elementary school to high school. He never expected to have the chance to sit in the front row in college, but unfortunately, he missed it.

"I estimate that even if you come fifteen minutes early tomorrow, it's not going to work. Coming half an hour early might give you a little hope!" Lin Lou glanced at the students in the front rows. Judging by the number of pages they had turned in their books and the notes they had made in their notebooks, they had been preparing for this for a while. The dedication of these college students was truly incomparable to students in future generations.

"Half hour is half hour, sitting in the front row will make it clear and audibly, what's the big deal in waking up a little earlier? I might as well get up at 7 am tomorrow, go for a run at the stadium, have breakfast and come back to grab my books for class! By the way, do you want me to wake you up too?" Xing Ruhua poked Lin Lou's arm.

"Never mind, never mind, I want to sleep a little longer!" Lin Loujing said ungratefully. He had already studied these courses once, and even if listening to them again would help strengthen his foundation, there was no need to be so diligent.

There are five minutes left before class, and the classroom is already packed. Most of the students try to sit at the front, but Lin Lou chose to sit at the back.

Before long, the teacher entered the room and picked up a chalk to write his name on the blackboard. He said, "Hello, students. My name is Liu Weimin and I am responsible for teaching you English. You are students from the architecture department, right? Although our history has produced many outstanding architectural achievements, modern architecture originated in Europe. If you want to make achievements in this field, you must understand the industry's development in the West and be able to read Western literature. Therefore, it is very important to learn English well."

He spoke very fluently in this paragraph. It is likely that he has given similar speeches to students in other departments, only replacing the name of "architecture" with physics, chemistry, or other majors. In fact, this is the case. Except for a few majors such as Chinese language, traditional Chinese medicine, and Chinese history, most students in other majors must learn English well if they want to achieve success in their chosen fields. China had just opened up and reformed not long ago and was far behind the world's cutting-edge scientific and technological development.

Even in the field of Chinese historiography, it is beneficial to learn English. Since the Opium War, there has been a large number of historical documents from China scattered overseas. Individuals like Stanislaus von Steuben, Sven Hedin and others, who are touted as explorers, were in fact robbers who took a large amount of valuable historical materials to Europe. In order to access these materials, it is necessary to have a good command of the English language.

"I'll assess everyone's proficiency first. Let's each take turns to briefly introduce ourselves in English," said Liu Weimin. Many students below looked flustered. Students from big cities were relatively better off, while many from smaller areas never had access to competent English teachers. Moreover, during this period, not many could afford a tape recorder and English tapes, so they had been learning English silently.

Relying on rote memorization, one can still score some points in written exams, but when it comes to listening and speaking, it's a different story. Many people stand up nervously and stutter to bring out a few clumsy words. Lots of good English students cover their mouths and laugh, but Liu Weimin didn't laugh, he just nodded slightly.

"If you want to learn English well, don't be afraid of being laughed at. It's normal not to have been exposed to standard pronunciation before, and it's also normal to pronounce words incorrectly. Just put in more effort in the future! Every morning at our school, there are people who read aloud early, which is a good way to cultivate a sense of language. You can learn from it. The school also has an English corner, where you can go in the evening and communicate with people!"

Liu Weimin comforts and encourages those classmates with inaccurate pronunciation, and he also praises those who perform well, encouraging them to help other classmates more.

When it was Lin Lou's turn to speak, Liu Weimin's eyes lit up, "Lin Lou has a very standard pronunciation! You must have put in a lot of effort before, right?" Nowadays, there are many students with good written English scores, but not many with standard pronunciation.

"My mother is an English teacher, so I have been exposed to these things since I was young. I guess I have some advantage over other classmates!" Linlou's conditions for learning English in the future will be much better, and he often goes abroad for inspections and participates in international bidding. His English proficiency has long been honed."

I reviewed the professional courses to solidify my foundation. However, it seems like a waste of time to have English classes for every session. I'm thinking of discussing this with the teacher. Lin Lou pondered on this.

Monday morning is the only time in their week with a relatively relaxed class schedule. After the English class, there was no more class. After class, the students left one after another, but a few people gathered around Lin Lou. "Lin Lou, your pronunciation is so standard, can you spare some time to teach us?"

They may not be classmates, but there's no shame in asking for help as long as it helps them learn something.

"If you don't mind, of course I have no problem!" Linlou agreed. He often said that speaking would help maintain language proficiency, as long periods of not speaking would lead to forgetting.

"Anyway, we don't have class in the morning, so why don't we find a place and you can start teaching us now!" Xu Yingxue said eagerly. She is a girl from Sichuan, with the distinct beauty and straightforwardness typical of Sichuan girls.

"Yes, the lawn outside looks nice. Let's sit there!" Xing Ruhua had previously learned broken English and was also worried about pronunciation issues.

"Today doesn't work for me, I still have something to discuss with Teacher Zhou. Let's arrange another time, or how about this evening?" Lin is also planning to discuss the exemption from English class with Zhou Ruiqiong.

"Alright, tonight after dinner we'll come to your dorm building and call for you. Don't you dare try to weasel out of it!" Xu Yingxue had pinned him down.

"It's okay, Huazi, please help me take the books back to the dorm!" Lin handed the books to Xing Ruhua and then turned to head to the office of the Department of Architecture, knocking on the door and walking in.

"Oh, it's Linlou. Come and have a seat, I'll pour you a glass of water. Do you drink tea?... So, how has it been adapting to Beijing since coming from the south? I remember when I first arrived, I didn't expect Beijing to be this dry, my lips cracked..." Zhou Ruiqiong first inquired about Linlou's life, then asked, "What brings you over to see me today?"

"Teacher Zhou, I just want to ask, can I apply for exemption from English classes? I won't attend the regular classes, but I will take the final exam as usual."
Chapter 65 Second Foreign Language

"Why are you asking for an exemption on the first day of class? You've already given me such a difficult problem." Zhou Ruiqiong asked in surprise, quickly switching to English.

Lin Lou responded in English, "My mother is an English teacher at Nanjiang University. I learned English from her since I was young. After I received the textbook, I went through it once and found that I had already learned most of the words, grammar, and other knowledge points. Continuing the classes wouldn't be very helpful for me, so I would like to apply for exemption and focus my energy on other courses."

"Your pronunciation is quite standard! However, such a big issue can't be decided by me alone. You should make a report! I can help you submit it, and then we will see what the leaders of the department think. Before that, you still have to attend classes as usual. You can't skip class, understand? " After asking a few more questions, Zhou Ruiqiong already had a general understanding of his English level. According to his level, it is indeed a bit of a waste of time to attend classes with other students."

Tsinghua is a gathering place for geniuses. Teaching geniuses naturally cannot be done with conventional methods, and occasionally unconventional approaches are tolerated by the school.

"Thank you, teacher!" This is also due to the strict management of schools now. If you were in the future, how often would the teacher take attendance in a semester? Even if you didn't attend for a whole semester, the teacher might not necessarily know, so there's no need to apply for leave.

"English is the focus in the first and second years, with two major classes each week. If your application for exemption is successful, what do you plan to do with this extra time?" Zhou Ruiqiong asked.

"If possible, I would like to apply to audit classes in other departments and learn a second foreign language!" This is also something Lin has planned for a long time. In the future, he will be competing with excellent architects from all over the world. In addition to having excellent professional skills, it is also beneficial to be proficient in a second language.

"This is quite good. Which language do you want to learn? German? French? Japanese? Russian or Spanish? After all, our school is not a language school and does not offer many foreign language courses. If you want to learn something too specific, it might be hard to find a teacher." Currently, the most developed countries in architecture are the United States, Germany, the United Kingdom, France, Russia, the Netherlands, and Italy. Therefore, Zhou Ruiqiong applied for these languages. Italian and Dutch are a bit too specialized, and the school does not offer related courses.

"French, compared to German and Japanese, has a broader range of applications. Compared to the Soviet Union and Spain, France has a higher level of architectural expertise and more master builders."

The most important architect of the 20th century, the standard bearer of modern architecture, Le Corbusier, created classic works such as Charles de Gaulle Airport and the National Centre for the Performing Arts in China. Paul Andreu designed classic buildings such as the Tokyo Opera City, the National Library of France in Paris, and the New Acropolis Museum in Athens. Bernard Tschumi designed the Parc de la Villette in Paris, and architects such as Christian de Portzamparc and Jean Nouvel, who have won the Pritzker Prize, are all French. France has a deep heritage in architecture.

"Unfortunately, the schedule for our school's French class does not overlap with our English class. You'll either have to switch languages or figure out another solution!" Zhou Ruiqiong remembered this information without needing to look it up.

"I'll go ask someone for help. By the way, Teacher Zhou, do we have any retired French teachers at our school? Teaching one-on-one is more effective than teaching in a large class, right?"

"It looks like you are really determined to learn. It's not easy to find a retired French teacher, but they do exist. They might either be rehired by the school for other responsibilities or have already decided to enjoy their retirement. I can help you look into it, but convincing them will be up to you!" Zhou Ruiqiong is very enthusiastic towards her students, unlike those future headteachers who are so indifferent. When students come to them with a problem, it's like they have caused them a huge trouble."

"Thank you, teacher. If it doesn't work out, I can go to another school," Linlou thanked again. Next to us is Peking University. If it doesn't work out, a few kilometers south is Beijing Foreign Studies University. There must be plenty of French teachers there. It wouldn't be difficult to spend money to hire a young French teacher to come and teach me."

Unfortunately, it will be next year before Liu Huan will be studying French literature at the School of International Relations. Otherwise, it would be great to have him teach French, and it would be a good story to tell in the future.

"You go back first! I'll notify you when I have any updates!" Zhou Ruiqiong asked Lin Lou to write an application here, and as soon as Lin Lou left, she took the application and went to find the leader of the department.

"Just started school and already behaving so improperly? What if other students follow suit? How can our teaching work proceed? A more conservative teacher expressed opposition, "Even if he is good at English, wouldn't it be beneficial to solidify the foundation?"

“What's there to worry about? If other students already have a high level of English proficiency, they can also apply for exemption from the course! The same goes for other subjects. University education is different from high school education after all, and we should provide convenience for some talented students! I think we should find a few test papers for him to do, and then assess his listening and communication skills. If everything is fine, he can just join from the final exams!” Some teachers also expressed their support.

Finally, Mr. Ma made the decision and asked Lin Lou to come to the office to take the exam. With the joint witness of the teachers from the Department of Architecture and the Department of Foreign Languages, Lin Lou scored over ninety on several exam papers, and achieved quite good results in listening and dialogue as well.

"Lin's English proficiency is impressive, exceeding that of the average college student. It's a bit of a shame, but I approve of him not attending my class! However, he must still achieve a final grade no lower than ninety. Otherwise, you'll have to follow his lead next semester," Liu Weimin said. Lin's pronunciation is even better than his, having him teach would be a waste, wouldn't it?"

The substitute teacher has already spoken. Now those who oppose it have no choice but to agree to Lin Lou's application. I heard that Lin Lou wants to learn French, and Liu Weimin also supports it. "I also learnt French as my second foreign language. Teacher Xie Shuhua studied abroad in France and is very knowledgeable in grammar and pronunciation. She is retired now and not very busy. If you want to learn, I can take you to ask her."

In the afternoon, Linlou found Liu Weimin early and had lunch with him in the cafeteria. Then they went to the school's residential area. Linlou had originally wanted to bring a gift, but then thought it might not be appropriate, so decided not to.

When they arrived, they knocked on the door and an old lady with white hair opened it. "Oh, it's Weimin, come in. Who is this young student?"

"This is Lin Lou, a freshman in the architecture department. He wants to find a French teacher, so I thought of you!" Liu Weimin said as he brought Lin Lou into the room.
Chapter 66 Paris Is a City on the Ground

"Xiao Lin's mother is a foreign language teacher, so he has been learning since he was young. His English proficiency is already very high, and it is a waste of time for him to attend classes with other students. Thus, he has applied for exemption and only needs to take the final exam. Xiao Lin is not willing to be idle, so he wants to learn a second foreign language," Liu Weimin explained Xiao Lin's situation.

"While I'm still young and full of energy, it's beneficial to learn more things. Now that I'm older, I feel like I can't keep up with learning new things due to my energy levels. I wanted to self-study Hebrew at the beginning of the year, but I'm still struggling with prepositions, locative and accusative cases." Mrs. Xie Shuhua sat them down on the sofa, "Would you like tea or coffee?"

"Teacher, I'll make the coffee for you while you sit. I've been craving your coffee for a long time!" Liu Weimin quickly got up to help make three cups of coffee.

Lin Lou carefully observed the arrangement of the room. Although the house was not big, it was well-organized. The paintings on the wall, the embroidered covers on the sofa, and the vibrant flowers on the windowsill all indicated to him that this was a lady who understood the art of living.

"Hello, Teacher Xie. I heard from Teacher Liu that you studied abroad in France in the past," Mr. Lin asked, striking up a casual conversation with the elderly lady.

"Yes, I went before World War I. At that time, the French franc was devalued, making studying in France very affordable. So, I took the opportunity to go to the Mondanité Women's College in Paris. However, my family's financial situation was better, so I didn't need to work part-time. I spent my time either studying at school or going shopping on normal days."

"There were quite a few Chinese students studying in Paris at that time. You must surely know the most famous ones. Although I didn't have much contact with them, I was exposed to some communist beliefs. Before the outbreak of the war, I returned to China with my lover. We lived in Shanghai for a period of time, where I taught and he worked as an engineer in a factory."

"Later, Shanghai was occupied by the RB people. We both felt that relying on the Nationalist Party, there was little hope for this country. So we went to Yan'an. I continued to teach foreign languages at the school, while he taught students and worked in the factory. After the liberation, we entered Beijing together... My old partner passed away a few years ago, and the children don't live with me. I am quite happy that you are willing to learn French with me," the old lady welcomed Lin Lou's arrival.

Lin Lou understands that as people grow older, they inevitably feel lonely. It's nice to have someone come and talk to her from time to time, and he is also amazed by the old lady's extraordinary life. The older generation has experienced more than later generations could compare. It's evident that she comes from a relatively privileged background and could have enjoyed the lifestyle of a Shanghai socialite, but she willingly gave up this privilege to engage in the vigorous revolutionary struggle. This must be a profound love for the country!

"Why did you choose French as your second foreign language? If you want to learn other languages, I can also teach you. Leaving aside English, when I was in France, I learned Italian and German. After going to Yan'an, I learned Russian and Japanese. When I came to Beijing to teach at Tsinghua, I also learned some Spanish and Portuguese with others. I can teach you all of these!" asked the old lady.

Lin Lou suddenly felt a sense of admiration and worship. This is already in eight languages, right! Is this the power of that generation! Constantly striving to improve themselves, perhaps it is with this spirit that they were able to lead China to rise from the ashes, right?

"France is one of the birthplaces of modern architecture and has produced many architectural masters. Learning French will directly help me to read their works, which is very beneficial to me. There are few translations of new works in China, and the translated versions often lose the essence of these works. That's why I want to self-learn French. As for other languages, I'll consider them after learning French."

Maybe later we can consider learning German. German is also important in the field of architecture. The two of the three masters of modern architecture, Gropius and Mies van der Rohe, are both German.

"Studying architecture in Paris is quite suitable. When I was strolling in Paris, I found the buildings on both sides of the street very beautiful, not only the Eiffel Tower, Notre-Dame Cathedral, and the Louvre, but also those ordinary buildings have their own charm." The old lady reminisced, "The buildings are built in rows on both sides of the street, usually five or six stories high, with shops on the bottom floor, and the owner's living room on the second floor. The window styles are varied."

"Some are regular rectangular shapes without any decoration on the walls; some have arches on the top and iron railings at the bottom; and there are also some with exquisite sculptures... The house I live in has a large balcony with columns, which blocks the sunlight in the summer, keeping the inside of the house from getting too hot. In the winter, because of the low angle of the sunlight, it shines into the living room through the French windows. Everyone likes to gather in my living room to sunbathe and chat. That's when my partner and I met."

"The style you mentioned should be the new Gothic style. I suppose when you visited, the set of houses had just been built, right? At the beginning of the 20th century, the popularity of brick wall materials led to revolutionary changes in the exterior wall style and building materials of this period, resulting in a more aesthetically pleasing and better living experience design."

The emergence of new building materials is a crucial matter for architects. Those who can grasp the essence of new materials and design buildings that best utilize their advantages will inevitably become the leading masters of the new era.

Lin Lou was also led by the old lady's words into the memories of his visit to Paris many years ago. Feeling inspired, he quickly took out pen and paper and sketched the kind of new Gothic-style windows he had seen in Paris.

"Yes, yes, that's exactly it, it's just like the place I used to live in!" The old lady exclaimed joyfully, clapping her hands like a child. "Oh my, it's been decades since I've seen it, and I do miss it a bit. Can you give me this painting?"

"I would be honored if you liked it! Please accept this one for now, and I will paint you several better ones after I go back. I didn't bring enough pens to color today, so I'll bring them to you next time. You can tell me about the appearance of your old house next time, and I will try to draw it in more detail."

"The building has a total of six floors, with the attic on the top. I live on the third floor... And there's a protruding arched window at the street corner," the old lady said, and then couldn't help but recite a French poem, "Paris, on the earth, The earth that is a star."

Below the woods, the thought of the Chinese translation emerged, "Paris is a city on the ground, and the earth is a star in the sky!"
Chapter 67 Fan Tu

"Your French foundation is this good? Have you read Pushkin's poetry?" The old lady was somewhat surprised. "Your translation is excellent. Although it's not a word-for-word translation, the essence of this poem has been completely captured. It's just as good as Chalyan's translations of Byron and Pushkin!"

This poem is "In the Park" by the French poet Prévert. When Lin Lou went to Paris, he heard a French colleague recite it. Later, he looked it up on the internet and found the Chinese translation, so he wrote it down.

As for Cha Liangzheng, he is a towering figure among Chinese translators of foreign poetry, perhaps because he is a poet himself. His translations of Byron and Pushkin's poetry are admired for their beauty in both rhythm and meaning, and they are deeply respected by fellow translators.

"I've audited a few classes at Nanjiang University and have some basic understanding, but I haven't systematically studied it. I heard this line of poetry occasionally, but I can't remember who translated it." Lin has spent a few months in Paris, and he has some foundation, which is also one of the important reasons why he chose French.

"It's good to have a foundation. When are you generally available?" The old lady inquired. "Next time you come, we will conduct a simple test first, and then develop a corresponding teaching plan based on your situation."

"Their foreign language classes are the first lesson on Monday morning and the second lesson on Wednesday afternoon, so he should be free at that time!" At this point, Liu Weimin also made the coffee.

"A class twice a week seems a little too few. If you have time in the evening, you can also come over!" It looks like the conversation with Lao Tai Tai just now went quite well, and she took the initiative to add more classes.

"Okay, I'll come over on Monday night and Wednesday night!" Lin Lou also didn't dare to stay too long, afraid of tiring the old lady. After agreeing on the next meeting time, they chatted over coffee for a while before Liu Weimin and Lin Lou took their leave.

The old lady didn't mention the tuition fees throughout the entire process, so Linlou had to ask Liu Weimin after coming out, "Teacher, how should my tuition fees be calculated?"

"Tuition fees? The old lady is a professor and a participant in the revolution before liberation. She has a good retirement pension! She doesn't care about these things. I introduced you two because I saw that you wanted to learn and I also felt that the old lady was a bit bored being alone at home. Since the old lady is willing to teach, just follow her to learn, and don't bother about these issues!" Liu Weimin looked surprised, as if he had not thought about this issue before.

"I understand, thank you Teacher Liu!" People may not want it, but I can't have nothing to offer. Next time I go, I'll bring along some pictures of Parisian buildings to help the old lady recall the good times in the past, and then slowly find out what hobbies the old lady has."

Soon, all the classmates in the class knew about the news that students in Lin Building are exempt from taking English classes. Most of the students expressed their envy, saying, "The English level of Lin Building is unquestionable. Continuing to take classes with us is a waste of time. It would be nice to use this time to learn something else."

"Lin Lou, even though you don't have to attend classes, don't forget to teach us English conversation!" Xu Yingxue was afraid that Lin Lou would forget about this, so she came over to remind him. It was not easy to find a partner with such precise pronunciation for spoken English nowadays.

"Sure, let's stick to the time we agreed on last time. I'll go with Huazi at that time," Lin Lou agreed readily. It wouldn't hurt to practice speaking more.

"What's the point of being awesome? We are studying architecture after all, and ultimately we need to express ourselves through drawing. What's the use of just being good at English?" Of course, not all the students have a favorable opinion of Lin Building. The deputy squad leader, Liu Di, is quite dissatisfied.

"Hehe, I bet it's not because of his good English, but because of Xu Yingxue, right?" Wang Hui, Ludi's roommate, muttered in his ear. Since their first meeting, Ludi had been staring at Xu Yingxue for a long time. Later, taking advantage of being class cadres, he tried to get close to Xu Yingxue, but she had always been indifferent to him.

He had originally thought that Xu Yingxue had this kind of personality, or that she was shy and embarrassed to talk to men. Who knew that when she met Linlou, she was so enthusiastic, which made him a little unprepared for a moment.

"But what you said is right. For us architecture students, having good English is a bonus, but being proficient in drawing is the real deal. Your dad is in the architecture field, and you have been learning to draw with him since you were little. You are way ahead of us from the start!” Wang Hui quickly changed his tone when he saw the look in Liu Di's eyes.

At the same time, I lamented in my heart, "Ah, why are other people's parents so capable and able to teach their children since childhood? I can only follow the teacher to learn. I don't know how much effort it will take for me to catch up with them."

The bell rang, and Hu Zhongping, who is responsible for teaching them the basics of architectural drawing, walked in with a stack of papers. "Last week we didn't have a class, but instead we tested your drawing foundation; students who did not perform well don't be discouraged, after all, not everyone has had professional art training before, as long as you are willing to work hard, you can improve in about two years."

"Ugh, who would've thought I'd have to study painting at Tsinghua? If I had known earlier, I would have applied for a different major!" Xing Ruhua sighed. He's really skilled at playing basketball, but when it comes to picking up a paintbrush, he just doesn't know where to start.

"It's okay, it's not too late to start learning now. If there's anything you don't know, I can teach you!" Lin Lou comforted, in fact, he also started learning hand-drawing only when he went to college.

"I won't disclose the specific results to avoid undermining your confidence, but there are still a few students who did well. It seems like they have practiced specifically for this! I keep my word. The top performer in this test will have their work displayed as a model in the corridor of our department, for everyone to admire and learn from. The professional classes are held in the building of the architecture department. The corridors here are filled with excellent students' works, including architectural sketches, personal design drafts, and academic papers."

This is also a tradition of the architecture department at Tsinghua University. On one hand, it allows everyone to study excellent works, and on the other hand, it stimulates everyone's competitiveness.

After listening to the flute, Liu Di immediately straightened his back and looked expectantly at Hu Zhongping. He had inquired and found out that he was the only one from a family of architects among the new students in the architecture department this year, which meant he could shine in the English class. Now that it was time for the hand-drawing class, it was his turn.

He subconsciously glanced at Xu Yingxue, wondering if she would ask me to help with hand-drawn tutoring after seeing my work. Should I agree immediately when the time comes, or should I be a little reserved?

"Xu Yingxue, you should have studied painting before, right? Your foundation is good, but there is still a difference between architectural hand drawing and regular painting. You should pay attention to this in the future!" Hu Zhongping started distributing the assessed papers.

"Student Liu Di, you have a solid foundation. Keep up the good work in the future!" Liu Di smiled, raised his head and chest, and took back his work from the stage.

Huh? Wasn't this supposed to be a sample painting? Why did you send it back to me?
Chapter 68 Am I studying your textbook well?

"Come, everyone take a look at this!" Hu Zhongping showed a piece of artwork to everyone, "I said before the exam that lines are the most able to express the tension of architecture. In the process of hand-drawing, it is the process of communicating with the building through lines. This artwork perfectly achieves this point. The lines are smooth, the light and dark contrasts are prominent, the brushstrokes are vigorous and powerful, and the personal style feels exceptionally strong on the paper."

When it comes to this, Hu Zhongping laughed at himself, "I am supposed to be the teacher who taught you the basics of architectural hand drawing, but Lin Lou's work has already exceeded my current level. I feel a bit unworthy as a teacher! Lin Lou, does your family also work in architecture? Do they work in that design institute?"

"Wow, it's him again!" The gaze of the entire classroom focused on Lin Lou. Last time he was exempt from the English exam, and now in the drawing class, the teacher admitted that he was not as good as Lin Lou. He's just too amazing!

"Louzi, you're awesome!" Wenxuan turned around from the front and raised his thumb. His English is great, his photography skills are good, and even his hand-drawing skills are excellent. My roommate is so impressive.

Why is it him again? The same feeling is different in different people's hearts. When others say this, it's a compliment, but for Liu Di, it's just depressing. She finally wanted to surpass Lin Lou in the hand-drawing class, but didn't expect his hand-drawing skills to be even better than his English skills. How did he train himself?

"My parents are not in the construction industry. I have been interested in architecture since I was young, so I bought some books to practice on my own. Teacher, your words make me feel a little embarrassed!" Lin Lou stood up and scratched his head apologetically. Hu Zhongping, in fact, is not very old, and he mentioned in the last class that he started practicing hand-drawing only after he entered university. In terms of practice time, it is much shorter than Lin Lou, who has been practicing for two lifetimes.

"We in the construction industry cannot afford to be careless. Each person has their own strengths and abilities. Your skills are definitely better than mine and I have to admit it! Hu Zhongping smiled and gestured for Lin Lou to sit down. "You have worked hard to reach this level on your own, which shows that you have put in the effort and also have talent in this area. You should continue to work hard in the future and not waste your natural talent!"

"Alright, now I will continue to analyze this artwork for everyone. As you can see, Linlou's work is an aerial view of our school library. When drawing an aerial view, the third vanishing point must be kept vertical to the main sightline and should be in line with the angle bisector of the perspective. The three-point perspective is essentially adding an extra point, either upwards or downwards, on top of the two-point perspective, known as an aerial or bird's eye view, and this perspective principle is also called wide-angle perspective."

"Everyone should remember this saying, that good lines can fully display the ability and artistic accomplishment of the artist, and the accuracy of perspective directly determines the success or failure of the picture. Linlou's work not only has powerful lines, but also very accurate perspective. His depiction of the Tsinghua Library is classical yet interesting, symmetrical yet dynamic, and balances between reality and emptiness, seriousness and liveliness. In my opinion, it can serve as an excellent reference for all of you, and could also be used as teaching material."

Hu Zhong praised it profusely, analyzing and complimenting for more than ten minutes before finally saying, "I won't return this painting to you. I will display it for the students of Class Two, and then hang it in the corridor! Let all the teachers and students in the department have a look. I bet Professor Guan will definitely like it when he sees it. His hand-painted technique is also quite superb."

"Since your foundation is so solid, you don't need to sit in the front. Leave the seat for classmates who need it more! You can listen to my class if you want to, or practice by yourself at the back if you don't want to listen. Just make sure not to disturb others."

"If you have time, bring me a colored artwork next time. I've already seen your skills in line work, perspective, and composition, but I'm not sure about your knowledge in color theory. If color is also not a problem, you can continue to work freely in my class next semester. You can even stay in the dorm if you find it inconvenient to come to the classroom, as long as you submit one assignment to me every week!"

Their level is higher than mine, what else can I teach? Even if it's Professor Guan teaching him, it's almost the same, Hu Zhongping and Liu Weimin both think it's a waste for Lin Lou to continue listening to his own lessons.

Linlou obediently stood up and ran to the back row to sit down. "Okay, I'll bring it to you in the next class!"

Professor Guan mentioned by Hu Zhongping is the future academician Guan Zhaoye. He is currently only an associate professor, but just like calling someone an associate director or deputy mayor, no one really uses the "associate" title.

Guān Lǎo came from a prominent family. His ancestors once served as governors of Guangdong and Guangxi. His grandfather, Guān Wèi Huáng, was a talented scholar in the Guangxu period. His eldest uncle, Guān Yìng Lín, was a professor at Peking University. His second uncle, Guān Qìng Lín, was the director of the Foreign Ministry, and his father, Guān Gēng Lín, served as the director of the Highway Administration Department of the Ministry of Transportation and the director of the Beijing-Hankou Railway Administration.

When Guan Zhaoye was 10 years old, he accidentally discovered a dust-covered "treasure chest" in the attic. Inside were one hundred exquisite picture albums brought back by his father from his diplomatic missions to nine countries, which were filled with architectural landscapes of major cities in Europe and America such as the magnificent Milan Cathedral, the grand Palace of Versailles, and the towering skyscrapers of Chicago, all of which amazed him.

Architecture, thus forming an indissoluble bond with it. Later, while studying at Yan University, I met Liang Sicheng giving a lecture, and inspired by him, I quit my studies to re-apply and got into the architecture department of Tsinghua University, following in the footsteps of Liang Sicheng and Lin Huiyin.

The big shot is just so willful, wanting to apply to that school and program, and easily passing the exam. It's truly admirable and awe-inspiring.

The 11-story teaching building complex of Tsinghua University was designed by Guan Lao at the age of 26. It adheres to the principles of practicality, economy, and aesthetics under possible conditions, creating a practical and beautiful building for the alma mater.

Later, Guan Lao also designed the Tsinghua University Library, the Tsinghua Science Building complex, and the Tsinghua Medical School, among other buildings. It can be said that half of Tsinghua University was designed by Guan Lao. In addition, there are also classic works such as the Peking University Library and the Library of Alexandria in Egypt.

In addition, Guan Lao's cousin, the mathematician Guan Zhaozhi, later became an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. The two brothers were divided into two academies, which is also a good story.

Hu Zhongping is lecturing the students on basic knowledge such as fast lines and slow lines at the front, while Lin Lou is drawing classic buildings of Paris at the back. After class, Hu Zhongping comes over to take a look and praises it again.

When Hu Zhongping left, the classmates gathered around again, especially Zheng Weiming, who was the most active. He said, "Lin Lou, how do you draw? Can you teach us?"

Do you want me to teach? I just learned from the teaching materials you provided, is that okay? Linlou felt a bit embarrassed.
Chapter 69 The House Has News

Zheng Weiming has in-depth research in hand drawing and has also published several monographs. When Lin was in school, the textbooks on hand drawing were compiled by him. Now that people come to seek advice from him, Lin is a bit unsure of what to say.

After finishing two consecutive classes, Hu Zhongping dutifully posted Linlou's work on the corridor as promised. This time, not only the freshmen came to watch, but also the sophomores and juniors.

"Whose work has been posted again? Is it Geng Yan from the junior year? Or is it Meng Jun from the senior year? They have the best hand-drawn skills in our department." They speculated, but when they reached the front, they saw a strange name, "Lin Lou, who is this? Isn't he from our junior year?"

"Class 1 of the 80th Architecture Major, damn, are all freshmen this amazing now? Where does that leave us, the seniors and elder students?" After seeing the signature at the bottom, the seniors and elder students were taken aback.

"Afterward, there'll only be three experts in hand-drawing in our department. But I can't help but feel that this junior student's skill is even higher than Geng Yan and Meng Jun's. Perhaps they have exceptional talent, but Linlou has practiced for a longer time, so it's not surprising that his skill is higher. However, these seniors didn't know, and they were all startled."

Linlou came out of the classroom without making a sound, quickly slipped out along the wall. If he was found out, he would definitely be surrounded. Although he didn't mind attracting attention, being surrounded was another matter!

The outline was already sketched out in the classroom. When he returned to the dormitory, he took out a marker from his box to prepare for coloring. This aroused the curiosity of his other roommates, as they had never seen this thing before. "Imported goods are always good. This color is so beautiful! Can I try it?"

However, when they heard the price of the marker, everyone fell silent, including Wen Xuan Si in Beijing and Zheng Weiming in Shanghai. This thing is too expensive. Lin Lou quickly reassured, "In fact, using watercolor for coloring is also possible, each has its own advantages! And this kind of industrial product is more expensive when it is first launched. It may be cheaper in a year or two!"

"The price has dropped, but I still can't afford it. After all, I still need to spend in US dollars! Unless there are factories in the country that can produce it. However, the quality of products produced domestically is definitely not as good as this!" Wenxuan shook his head. This is the reality. At present, China's production capacity is far from as strong as it is in the future. The same products are always inferior to the products of RB in Europe and America.

"It's just a tool. As long as you master the technique, you can create a good drawing with any kind of pen!" Lin Lou's words calmed them down a bit.

Kewen still couldn't believe it. If it's true, why spend so much money on imported pens? However, he didn't say it out loud to avoid affecting others' emotions, so he quickly changed the subject, "Could you explain to us while drawing?"

"No problem, when coloring, we generally start from the lightest colors, because any mistakes can be corrected... just kidding. Actually, it's to distinguish the light and shadow, before coloring, you need to evaluate where is the lightest and where is the darkest, and then start from the darker parts..." Lin Lou explained as he started coloring.

Seven heads gathered around the table, all listening attentively. Even though they knew they were still far from actually learning this, studying now would definitely be beneficial. When the time came to truly learn, they would be ahead of their classmates.

Apart from English and drawing classes, there's nothing out of the ordinary happening in Lin's classes. He listens attentively and studies diligently for Advanced Mathematics, as there are numerous calculations involved in architectural design. It's a good opportunity to revisit these algorithms and formulas. In Architectural History classes, he appreciates buildings from ancient to modern times, both domestic and international, which can also be considered a form of accumulation...

When the appointed time arrived, Linlou brought the finished artwork to Mrs. Xie Shuhua for her class. The elderly lady was very happy after seeing it, and immediately chose one to be displayed in the living room. She planned to have it framed and hung up. Seeing that her gift had pleased Mrs. Xie, Linlou was also very happy.

After inspecting the foundation of the forest building, the old lady started to develop corresponding teaching plans and began to teach the forest building. Teaching words and pronunciation was relatively easy, but Linlou was having a bit of difficulty with numbers.

In French, the expression of numbers mixes various methods such as the decimal, vigesimal, and sexagesimal systems, making Linlou, who is accustomed to the decimal system, feel a bit at a loss. The expression of "ninety-seven" is simple in both Chinese and English, but in French, it becomes "four times twenty plus ten plus seven." Linlou can't help but complain, wondering if all the amazing mathematicians from France were driven to excel by the complexity of the French language.

So she shuttled between the teaching building and Mrs. Xie's house during the day, teaching classes, and continued to study French and help classmates practice spoken English at the English corner in the evening. The days were busy yet fulfilling, and before she knew it, the weekend had arrived.

"It's finally the holiday! I can't take it anymore if this goes on!" After finishing the last class on Saturday, Su Zhongming returned to the dormitory and immediately lay on the bed, wailing, "Don't call me tomorrow, I don't want to do anything now. I just want to have a good sleep!"

"We've agreed to go to the city with Wenxuan tomorrow. He'll show us around Beijing. Don't you want to come?" Huang Yaxiang teased. His Mandarin has become more standard, with little regional accent. It seems that the environment does have a significant influence on language."

"Let's go! I've been in Beijing for so long and haven't been to the city yet!" Now Su Zhongming also stopped saying he was tired and immediately jumped up.

"Who else is going tomorrow? I'll call out in the morning. If you don't want to go, you can continue sleeping. There will be plenty of time in the future! Louzi, are you going?" Wenxuan asked.

"I'll go visit my brother in a bit. If he's not busy, I'll join you guys as well!" Linlou also wanted to explore the city of Beijing in 1980.

Coming out of the dorm, they arrived at Linqiao. The two of them went to the cafeteria together for a meal and chatted about CAD. With better equipment, Linqiao pushed the progress forward again, saying, "I estimate that, after we arrive in the United States, we'll be able to produce the finished product quickly."

"That's good." Linlou once again reminded Linqiao about the matters of patents and copyrights, and Linqiao took careful note.

After finishing the meal and returning to the dormitory, Wu Yunqiang happened to come out from inside, "Hey, what a coincidence. I was just about to look for you. Now I don't have to make an extra trip. Come in and sit down. I have some news about the thing you asked me to inquire about last time."

"Are you talking about the quadrangle? Have you found someone who wants to sell it?" Lin asked excitedly.

"Well, my master knows this person, and he's quite reliable. If you're interested, we can go take a look tomorrow!"
Chapter 70 Becoming Famous as Soon as Possible

"I have to attend class tomorrow, can I watch today?" Nowadays, skipping class is not as easy as it is in the future, and it is not appropriate to start skipping class just at the beginning of the freshman year.

"Hey, look at my brain, I forgot about this when I reached my senior year! Okay, wait a moment, I'll go downstairs and make a call to ask." Wu Yunqiang slapped his head and went out.

After a while, he came back excitedly and said, "It's settled. They are available today. If you want to see it now, we can go. It's not far. It's northeast of Liudaokou, towards the east of our school, near Qinghe."

Tsinghua, also known as Wudaokou College, is only one stop away from Wudaokou to Liudaokou, just across from China University of Mining and Technology, no need to take a bus, you can walk past Linlou and Linqiao, Wuyunqiang, and Yangyanzhi.

As they walked, Wu Yunqiang continued to apologize to Lin for the inconvenience, "I'm really sorry. There are many people living in the courtyard houses in Beijing, and the property rights are quite complicated. Private courtyards belonging to a single family are rare to find. It's hard to find a suitable one for the time being. This yard is spacious, but it's a bit remote, with hardly any neighbors nearby. I brought you here today to take a look. If it's not suitable, we can look for another one."

"Qiangzi, look at how you handled this matter. Did you have to buy a house so far away? Our school is already quite remote, and you're choosing a place even further north. I think we're almost reaching Datun, aren't we? Besides the 917 building and a few research institutes under the Chinese Academy of Sciences, what else is there in this area? You can't even find a place to buy groceries around here!" Yang Yanzhi felt a bit embarrassed. They invited everyone to Quanjude, and you pick a place like this? Is that appropriate?"

"I think this place is quite nice!" Datun got its name from the Song and Liao ancient battlefield where the Song army stored grain. Who knows if Zhao Guangyi, the car god of the Gaoliang River, used to race his car here. Don't underestimate it now, as this place will be the location of the Beijing Olympic Park in the future, where the Bird's Nest, Water Cube, and National Stadium will all be located here.

Where else will you find such a good place in the future! If you could live in a quadrangle courtyard next to the Olympic Forest Park, it would be much more comfortable than a quadrangle courtyard within the Second Ring Road. The location there is indeed good, but in terms of living comfort, it can definitely not compare to the green mountains and waters in the far suburbs.

"Don't be so polite. We are not strangers. Just say whatever you want. This is where we will live for the rest of our lives. We must be careful, or else in the future, if you work at the Ministry of Construction, it will take you an hour just to ride a bike there. And that's because the Ministry of Construction is in the north of the city. If you have to go to a unit in the south, it will be even further!" Yang Yanzhi thought that he was being polite.

I work in Beijing, and it only takes me an hour to ride a bike to get to work. This will bring so much joy to the future "Northern Drifters" when they hear about it. It takes them two hours just to commute by subway, you know?

"No, I really think this place is nice. It'll definitely be convenient to live here if I stay on campus in the future." Lin didn't bother telling them about this, even if he did, they wouldn't understand. So he used a more easily understood approach.

"If you stay at the school, you can consider it. It's only a ten-minute bike ride! You could live in the housing for family members while waiting in line for a few years, but now that you have a house, you'll have to wait at the end of the line for a housing allocation." Yang Yanzhi nodded, reluctantly accepting his suggestion.

"It's right up ahead! The research institute for machinery and electronics is to the southwest!" Wu Yunqiang felt a bit embarrassed by Yang Yanzhi's comment. In fact, he also felt a bit sorry for Linlou. This place was indeed too remote. "Let's just consider today as a casual outing. When we get back, I'll help you inquire properly and try to find a place within the second ring road."

"Don't mention it, I think this place is really nice!" Hearing Yang Yanzhi speak, Lin Lou couldn't help but speak with a hint of a Beijing accent, after all, he had spent a considerable amount of time in Beijing in his past life.

This place is located right next to the Olympic Park. In the future, it will face the Qinghe River to the north, and will be adjacent to the Olympic tennis court to the east. The southeast side is the Olympic Village. It's definitely a prime location. Living in this place isn't satisfying enough? Are you wanting to live in Haizi?

The homeowner happened to return, and as we walked around inside, he introduced, "This isn't in the city and the house doesn't have much history. My family has never had any high-ranking officials or distinguished people. We were just wealthy landowners in the countryside. Since the chaos at the end of the Qing dynasty, our family scattered, and now I am the only one left in the old house."

"I don't usually live here either. After my house was taken away in the early years, I found a place in the city to squat. When I came back to take a look, the place was just like it was back then, no one lives in these houses at all!" It seems that Yang Yanzhi is not the only one who finds this place remote.

The homeowner felt that something was amiss, and quickly changed the subject, "But if you were to work at Tsinghua in the future, this place would be quite suitable. Teachers from Tsinghua University, Peking University, China Agricultural University and China University of Geosciences have inquired about it. I have been considering since it's a family property, but I haven't agreed to it. Aren't you planning to go abroad recently? It's not very convenient at the moment, so I had a change of mind."

If it were put up for sale thirty years later, as long as a "for sale" sign is put up, there will be a bunch of luxury cars coming in. But now, only someone who is sick would buy this kind of place. It's pure bragging when he talks about professors from Tsinghua University, Peking University, Agricultural University, and Mining University coming to ask about it.

Lin Lou followed him and walked around inside the house. The house was in a dilapidated state, with cracks all over the walls, each window broken, and even many tiles missing from the roof. You could even see sunlight shining through while staying inside.

Yang criticized all the way, depreciating the house as worthless. The owner also did not back down. After all, the current situation was right in front of their eyes. When a hundred people see this place, I guarantee that ninety would turn and leave. The remaining ten would need to scold him before leaving. Isn't this a waste of time? Are you even embarrassed to sell this broken courtyard?

"If I buy this place, can I tear down these few areas and rebuild? What procedures do I need to go through? Also, do you have all the documents for this property? Is the transfer of ownership no problem?" Lin Lou, on the other hand, became more and more interested. This place is simply perfect for him.

"Do I still need to go through the formalities to renovate my own house?" The homeowner looked confused, thinking it's a simple construction project. "If you're within the Second Ring Road, it's tough to make major changes, but in these remote areas, as long as you have money and connections to get steel, cement, you can even build seven or eight stories high without any problem!"

As for the procedures, it's not a problem at all. All the necessary procedures for the return were completed recently. It's just a matter of finding someone to go through the process, although there may not be a formal real estate transaction process at the moment, as long as there's a way, it can still be done. This Wu Yunqiang can help Linlou to resolve this.

After watching for a while, Linlou and the others went back before lunch. After returning to school, Linlou immediately called home. Upon hearing the news, Lín Shéngbīn was greatly surprised, "You want to buy a house? Why?"

"Dad, have you ever heard of the saying, 'Become famous while you're still young!'" Lin said in the corridor.

Thank you for gradually becoming more and more unfeeling with your tipping.
Chapter 71: Take Down

"Being an architect is a very special profession, spanning both the fields of art and science. However, no matter which field you come from, it's always beneficial to gain recognition early on. This way, you can save a lot of time and establish your reputation before major projects like the Bird's Nest start inviting bids. Otherwise, you won't even receive an invitation to participate in the bidding process."

From the experiences of many architectural masters, they often completed their first influential work during their university years, before smoothly entering a major design institute.

Cui Kai's Architect's House, designed in 1982, won the first prize in the national college student architectural design competition. Later, he joined the Architectural Design Institute of the Ministry of Construction as an architect. Wang Shu, the only Chinese architect to have won the Pritzker Prize, also completed his first significant work, "Interior of Private Residence," during his university years.

While abroad, Mies van der Rohe completed the Riehl House in Illinois when he was just 20 years old, while working as an apprentice at the Bruno Paul agency.

The young designer, Ma Yansong, who later became an internet sensation, actively participated in various architectural design project competitions while pursuing his master's degree at Yale University. He was awarded the Samuel J. Fogelson Outstanding Design Graduate Award.

Of course, as a middle-aged industry, not achieving fame in youth does not mean there is no bright future. It wasn't until middle age that I.M. Pei truly began designing his own projects, but being ahead of the curve is always good.

"I've just entered university, so it's too early for me to think about buying a house. But if I can spend some money to create my first piece of work, it will definitely benefit my future path," Linlou continued to explain to Lin Shengbin, "If I can gain recognition from a certain department committee member, then I won't have to worry in the future."

"I understand." With that, Lin Shengbin understood. It was just like when their unit brings in new recruits every year. If someone has similar work experience, and has achieved certain results, they will definitely have an advantage over other new recruits. He also better understood the power of the department committee members; they were truly big shots in the industry. If he could gain their favor by spending some money, what's the harm? Besides, the money was originally earned by Lin Lou himself.

"But you've just started your freshman year, do you have confidence? Be careful not to overdo it." Those department committee members have seen it all. Every year, countless people try to win them over. If the things from Lin Building are not up to standard and end up annoying them, it would not be worth it.

"How would we know if we don't try? The several department committee members of our architecture department are quite lenient towards students. When they look at students' works, they don't mind the shortcomings, but rather look for any bright spots. As long as there is a bit of excellence, it is enough to attract their attention. This is different from those well-known architects. I wonder how many of their writings and interviews have been read at the Linsen Building, so I naturally understand their temperament."

"That's true. Since you've made up your mind, then go ahead and do it. I'll go find Qibaocheng to arrange the tickets, and I'll visit you at school next week to help you sort this out. It'll also be good to see him again before he goes abroad. He will be away for more than a year, and Lin Shengbin is feeling a bit concerned."

"Okay, let me know once the ticket is booked, my brother and I will pick you up at the train station!" Lin Lou also knew that this was a matter involving tens of thousands of dollars. Lin Shengbin would not feel at ease without seeing it with his own eyes. Besides, cross-province remittances were not as convenient as in the future. He might be faster if he brought cash with him.

By the next weekend, Lin Shengbin came with the money. Lin Lou once again found the homeowner and took Lin Shengbin in for a look. Lin Shengbin also frowned upon seeing the house and secretly pulled Lin Lou aside, "Xiaolou, isn't this house too run-down? In our hometown, you can get a house like this for a few hundred yuan. Is it worth spending ten thousand yuan on?"

"Deal!" Linlou said decisively, "If we wait until after the Olympics, no one will bother with it even for a billion. If we act now, we can get it for ten thousand, what a bargain."

Of course, Lin Shengbin must find it difficult to understand, so Lin Lou brought up the previous reasons again, "With just ten thousand yuan, I can gain the approval of a department committee member. Where else can you find such a great opportunity?" After saying this, he pulled out some drawings from his bag, "Look, I have already started drafting the renovation plan."

"Indeed, convincing those responsible for the professional and technical review of the provincial major factories every year requires a great deal of effort," said Lin Shengbin. With that, it became easier for him to accept that the ten thousand yuan was not just for a house, but for his child's future, and it was worth every penny.

Since the child wants it, and it will indeed be helpful for his future, there's nothing more to say. Lin Shengbin began to seriously discuss with the homeowner. When he found out that he wanted to exchange foreign currency for going abroad, it became even easier. Lin Shengbin inquired about the exchange rate and proposed a plan to pay in US dollars. Even in the capital, he could find people within the system to help. The exchange rate he found was much more advantageous than the homeowner's.

All are happy with this outcome. Lin Shengbin was able to get the house at a lower price, while the homeowner obtained much-needed US dollars. It took more than a week to exchange the dollars and complete various procedures.

The landlord was eager to go abroad, and everyone cooperated in every way. With the help of Wu Yunqiang and Yang Yanzhi, who are familiar with various units in Beijing, various procedures were quickly completed. When Lin Shengbin left on the train, this courtyard was already named Lin's. Looking at this quadrangle, Lin Lou felt a little unreal. I just entered the university not even a month ago, and now I have my own quadrangle in Beijing? If this were in the future, how many people would envy me?

On this particular weekend, Lin Lou bought some ingredients, alcoholic beverages, and soft drinks, and organized a Western-style barbecue party in the courtyard. He invited Yang Yanzhi, Wu Yunqiang, and others to gather and express his gratitude. If it weren't for these people, he wouldn't even know where to buy a house with the money he had.

“Wow, so much meat! No wonder everyone wants to go to America just for the opportunity to eat meat freely. I also want to go for that reason!" These students had seen American barbecue parties in some documentaries before, but it was their first time to experience it themselves. They were all excited and eager, rolling up their sleeves to get busy.

Eating grilled meat and drinking beer, everyone gradually became excited and started singing American songs they had learned in English class. Luckily there weren't many people around, or else the police would have come knocking.

Linlou also held a glass of wine and sipped it slowly, carefully observing the layout of the surrounding buildings, and contemplating how to carry out the reconstruction.
Chapter 72: Even Small Buildings Can Have a Grand Layout

Many laypeople have a misconception that only large structures like the Bird's Nest and the Water Cube can showcase the talent of architects. In fact, many small buildings can also become influential and great works in architectural history.

One of the four masters of modernism, Wright, created his most famous work, the Fallingwater House, which is only 380 square meters. However, its fame as a world-renowned building is not hindered. Situated in Mill Run, Fayette County, Pennsylvania, on the banks of Bear Run, the villa's interior space extends freely and intertwines, blending indoor and outdoor spaces into a seamless whole, attracting countless visitors to come and visit.

Four years ago, RB architect Tadao Ando, one of the most active and influential master architects in the world, completed his masterpiece - the East House located in the Sumiyoshi district of Osaka, also known as "Sumiyoshi's Long House". Last year, "Sumiyoshi's Long House" won the annual award from the RB Architectural Association.

The Chou House in Sumiyoshi has a built-up area of about 34 tsubo, which is equivalent to approximately 100 square meters. In such a small area, it condenses Tadao Ando's usual use of exposed concrete, iron glass, wood, and stone strips. The seemingly symmetrical parallels also contain twisting curves, and the outdoor courtyard allows the seasonal changes to guide into the living space.

The enclosed rectangular prism is divided into three sections, and the resulting atrium expands the living area. In this design, one must pass through the atrium to reach the living room, which connects the surrounding spaces, restoring the residential lifestyle. This is Tadao Ando's attempt to recapture the vivacity that traditional townhouses once possessed.

Mies van der Rohe, Alvaro Siza, Charles Holl, Kengo Kuma, Wu Zhongyi and other Eastern and Western architectural masters also have classic works of small architecture.

There is no exception in the country. One year, Liang Sicheng went to Guangzhou. When asked by local friends about his favorite building in Guangzhou, Mr. Liang promptly answered "the Beiyuan Restaurant", which is also a small building; Academician Mo Zongyuan is best at creating classics with limited funds and small spaces.

In addition to the Beiyuan Restaurant, he also has many classic small architectural works, the most famous of which is the Shuangxi Villa where Comrade Wuhao stayed. The Shuangxi Villa is located at the peak of Baiyun Mountain, integrating the building into the mountain forest environment, while also considering the climatic characteristics of the subtropical region and creating a comfortable outdoor and semi-outdoor space environment.

It both maintains local characteristics and adds new ideas, embodying the aesthetic interest of the new era. It is considered as a new development combining Lingnan architecture and Lingnan gardens, and it is deeply loved by Comrade Wu Hao. Zhu Shuai also personally nominated this villa.

Just in the Tsinghua Garden alone, there is a memorial monument for Liang Sicheng and Wang Guowei, as well as classic small buildings such as Geyue Hall, Gongziting, and Hetang Yuese Pavilion. It is believed that only a great architect can create such classic buildings, and probably only someone like Lu Tao in "Struggle" who is only a half-hearted person.

The quadrangle, as a typical ancient architecture in Beijing, has always been favored by architects. Many renowned architects have been involved in this field. Wu Liangyong's transformation of Juer Hutong won the United Nations' Best Habitat Award, while Ma Yansong's Bubble Hutong integrated modern elements into the ancient surroundings, bringing new life to the dilapidated quadrangle.

Even some foreign architects are eagerly participating in it. In the transformation of the Qianmen Siheyuan in Beijing, Kengo Kuma carefully dismantled and repaired the wooden beams and columns of the building with the help of local carpenters. They were then reassembled together, combining the original brick wall structure with the protruding aluminum screens and glass curtain walls to create a sense of balance and transparency. This opened up the Siheyuan to the alleyways, transforming the entire area into a vibrant and open community.

For ordinary people, Kuma Kengo's identity as a designer for Muji may be more familiar to them, but I believe that many people have seen his architectural works, such as the bamboo house in the movie "I Wish I Knew."

So don't underestimate this courtyard house, it may be small but it can be used for great things. In showcasing the talent of the architect, it also holds significant social implications. Linlou has always opposed the idea of using architecture solely as a tool to showcase artistic talent. For an architect, it is equally important to consider the role of architecture in driving social progress.

Beijing is a city that is inevitably oriented towards the future, yet it has a profound historical heritage. The city is filled with countless traditional courtyards. It would be a pity to demolish them all and replace them with high-rise buildings. However, preserving them in their original state might not satisfy the old residents in these courtyards, as these buildings were constructed during the agricultural civilization period and are no longer suitable for the residential needs of the industrial civilization.

Those quadrangle dwellings of cultural relic level can only be restored in their original state without any alteration. For those quadrangle dwellings with relatively weaker cultural relic value and still inhabited, they must be renovated to meet the needs of modern living.

The transformation of Wu Liangyong's Juer Hutong has not yet begun. If one can explore a new way to transform the courtyard house, I believe many teachers in our department will be able to see its highlights.

So, how should it be renovated? Lin imagined many successful courtyard renovation examples, including some cases from other cities or similar courtyard architectures.

Kengo Kuma and Ma Yansong's modernization transformation is excellent, but their methods are not achievable with the current level of construction. Or more accurately, the cost of this transformation is relatively high. In the future, those living in the quadrangle courtyard will be the wealthy, who do not mind the cost of the transformation for comfortable living. However, the current residents of the quadrangle courtyard cannot afford it.

So forget about glass curtain walls, aluminum structures, and metal bubbles. Let's plan the scheme considering the construction and building material standards of the 1980s and the affordability of the general public!

The annual income of ordinary workers is only a few hundred yuan now. If you spend tens of thousands to renovate, at most, people will just watch for fun. It may become a classic building, but it is not practical for promotion. If the cost is reduced to within two to three thousand yuan, more people will be able to afford and use it.

At the same time, we should try to maintain the original appearance of the quadrangle courtyard. If it is completely demolished and rebuilt, it would be a modern villa instead of an old Beijing quadrangle courtyard. Doing so would definitely be counterproductive.

Originally, I didn't think the problem was a big deal, but now that I think about it carefully, there are quite a few challenges to successfully completing this project. We need to protect the original style while meeting people's desire for a better life, and at the same time, we can't spend too much money. This is a significant test for any architect.

However, if I can't even solve this problem, how can I compete with those international masters in the future? Linlou thought confidently.

Please give me some recommendations for things to collect. My grades are really poor.
Chapter 73 The Large Courtyard

The architect cannot just talk about theories on paper. They must thoroughly understand the needs of the users before they can start designing. So, when the next weekend came, Linlou found Wenzuosi and said, "Take me to your home this week and let me have a look."

"Oh, craving for my mom's fried sauce noodles? You must be drooling after hearing me talk about it, right? Okay, no problem, we'll all go!" Wenxuan thought he was craving Beijing snacks because he often mentioned them in the dormitory.

"It's certainly good to have something to eat, but the key is to visit the old Beijing siheyuan," as Wen Xuan mentioned, they lived in the siheyuan, there are ready-made cases to visit, ready-made residents to ask, so why not go?"

"Hey, what's good to watch here? I can't wait to move into a building and leave this courtyard behind!" Wenxuan has grown up in the large courtyard and has long been tired of living there.

"It's still worth a visit. The old courtyard houses in Beijing are very different from the traditional houses in Haidong; as an architecture student, I must take a look at the local residential styles when I arrive in a new place! Architecture is also an inclusive industry, and any unique building can inspire them."

Early on Sunday morning, the dormitory became bustling. Everyone changed into clean clothes, after all, they were going to visit someone else's home, so it was more polite to do so. Lin Lou brought snacks and fruits bought from the school store. Beijingers pay great attention to etiquette, so it's not appropriate to visit someone's home without bringing something.

These were all bought by a few students in the dormitory by pooling money secretly. When they returned, Wenshan still complained for a while, but Linlou could tell that he was still very happy; because not only his family lived in the large courtyard, when his classmates brought things over, it showed that his classmates were courteous, and he also had a radiant face.

Bring the fruit pastries to Su Zhongming for help, and Lin Lou also put the sketchbook and pen into the bag. Zheng Weiming asked when he saw it, "Aren't we going to Brother Wen's house for dinner today? Why are you still bringing this?"

"The old Beijing quadrangle courtyard is worth studying. Since we're going, we should definitely bring something back. I suggest you bring your drawing materials, even though you've just started learning hand drawing. It's always good to record something, which can not only exercise your drawing skills, but also help you understand the structure and layout of the quadrangle courtyard. It's a win-win, isn't it?" After Linlou finished speaking, the others quickly began packing up.

I got on the bus, which swayed southward. After changing buses twice and spending over an hour, I finally arrived at the south of the city. After getting off, I walked for a while and turned into a small alley.

"We're here. Actually, there's a difference between the courtyard houses in the southern city and the ones in the inner city. In the inner city, the officials and the wealthy used to live, with front and rear courtyards, eastern and western courtyards, main and side courtyards, interconnected to form a large mansion. Here in the southern city, it's just ordinary folks, with smaller courtyards. If you really want to see courtyard houses, I'll take you to the inner city next week," Wen Xuan said as he led them into the courtyard.

"I remember that the book 'Tian Zhi Ou Wen' by the Qing Dynasty writer Manshu Zhenjun discussed this difference: 'The houses in the inner city are different from those in the outer city; the style of the outer city is closer to the south, with narrow courtyards, while the inner city has wide and spacious courtyards and grand houses.' This is the difference they were talking about; each has its own characteristics. While a large courtyard is certainly nice, a small courtyard also has its own unique charm," Linlou laughed.

"Oh, Xuan Si is back? Are these all your Tsinghua classmates? These young people all look quite spirited!" As they entered the courtyard, the neighbors on both sides greeted them one after another.

"Uncle Liu, you are looking very spirited; Aunt Zhang, what delicious dish are you making today... Classmates, come and try our old Beijing style fried sauce noodles, and make sure to take some with you. You all should also try our school's mung bean cake, it's no worse than Daoxiangcun's... Take an apple, you can give it to Xiaoming if you don't want it..."

Wenxuan greeted everyone along the way, handing out gifts. Linlou also called out to people, and the courtyard immediately became lively, filled with a rare sense of excitement for the future residents of the building.

"The college students are indeed knowledgeable and courteous." The approach taken by Lin and his friends has also won the favor of their neighbors. They're not taking advantage of others, as they have all brought out various snacks from their homes and delivered them to the Wen family.

Wen lived in the easternmost house, with two rooms on the left and right - one bedroom and one living room. In the corner of the living room, there was a folded bed board, which seemed to be where Wen Xuansi slept before going to college.

The house is so small that it would be a bit crowded for eight people to come in, but everyone is used to it in the dormitory. They sat around the dining table, eating melon seeds and chatting with Wens parents. The Wens family is considered to be of average financial status, with the mother working as a teacher in a nearby primary school and the father working as an accountant in a factory. Both of them receive salaries, and they only have Wens as their child, so they have everything they need at home, but the living space still feels a bit tight.

After chatting for a while, Wenxuan's mother went out to the kitchen that she had built herself in the yard to keep busy. This is the common practice in the current large courtyard. As more and more people live in the large courtyard, the original houses are not enough for everyone, so they can only build their own. This often leads to conflicts, so the transformation of the old-style large courtyard has become inevitable.

Linlou and his roommates also came to the yard, took out paper and pens to record the situation in the yard, which aroused the curiosity of the neighbors. Linlou explained to them, and they still stood there, watching the excitement, but would not disturb their practice. They would even provide convenience for their hand-drawn pictures, such as taking away the clothes in the yard to avoid blocking the line of sight. It seems that the neighbors in the Wen family's small courtyard are relatively harmonious with each other.

“Siheyuan, also known as a quadrangle or a courtyard dwelling, is a traditional style of Chinese architecture. It consists of a square courtyard surrounded by buildings on all four sides, hence the name Siheyuan.”

The Siheyuan is enclosed by adding a gatehouse in front of the Sanheyuan. If it forms a '口' shape, it is called a one-enter courtyard; if it forms a '日' shape, it is called a two-enter courtyard; and if it forms a '目' shape, it is called a three-enter courtyard. The building in front of us belongs to a one-enter courtyard.

Generally speaking, in a large courtyard, the first entrance is the gatehouse, the second entrance is the hall, and the third or back entrance is the private room or boudoir, which is the activity space for women or family members. It is not accessible to the general public. Li Qingzhao's "The courtyard is deep" does not refer to a quadrangle courtyard, but it is quite appropriate when used in these places." Linlou was busy painting while imparting knowledge to his roommates.

To the Beijingers in this courtyard, there was nothing special, but for their roommates from other places like Zheng Weiming and Su Zhongming, it was something quite extraordinary. They quickly wrote down what Linlou had said on paper.

"Xiao Lin is right. Despite the small size of our courtyard, it has everything a traditional quadrangle courtyard should have," Linlou's words caught the interest of the neighbors, and someone took the initiative to explain it to them.
Chapter 74: Design Diagram

“This siheyuan, as soon as you enter the street gate, you are in the courtyard. The buildings on both sides are symmetrical, all single-story, surrounded by a back room, main room, and wing rooms. The main room is in the northern part, and the wing rooms are in the east and west directions. The door of the south room opens to the north, so it is called the 'back room'. Flowers, fruits, and trees are planted in the siheyuan for viewing." This old man must have read books back then, and you can feel the literary style in his speech.

"Alas, it's a pity. The garden in our yard is gone now," the old man sighed as he looked at the self-built house in the middle of the yard.

Then he was quickly retorted by other neighbors, "Who doesn't know that planting flowers, grass, and fruit trees is good? But first of all, we need a place to live, don't we? Not to mention, if we keep these, there won't be any place left for you to have a meal!"

The old man wasn't angry either. He turned around and led them to see the main gate. "The main gate of this quadrangle courtyard also has its own characteristics. In the early years, it was divided into Wangfu Gate, Guangliang Gate, Jinzhu Gate, Manzi Gate, Ruyi Gate, and Wall-style Gate according to the different identities of the owners. Later on, when the Yuanmingyuan was built, many people built door towers in a combination of Chinese and Western styles according to the design of the Yuanmingyuan, and called it the 'Yuanmingyuan Gate'."

"The main gate of the royal mansion can only be used by the prince, the Guangliang gate can be used by high officials, the Jinzhu gate is for lower-ranking officials, the Manzi gate and the Ruyi gate are for ordinary families, and the wall-style gate, also known as the small gatehouse, is a doorway directly constructed on the wall using bricks."

"The main gate of our courtyard is called the 'Southern Barbarian Gate'. It is placed closer to the eaves and columns. It is said to be named because many merchants from the south lived here at that time. Local Beijingers tend to call people from the south as 'Southern Barbarians', although this is not a good habit. You all must not follow this!"

"The roof of the gatehouse is covered with Yanghe tiles, with a clear water ridge shape. Two upward tiles on each side are called scorpion tails, owl tails, and facing the sky. Below the scorpion tail, there are flower tiles. The eaves are usually equipped with bofeng at the base, which serves to protect the base wall. Bofeng can also be carved with bricks..."

The elderly man spoke at length, and Su Zhongming and others kept taking notes. This was much more detailed than what was written in the history of Chinese architecture. Lin Lou quickly sketched out the grass patterns of components such as Yanghe tiles, clear water ridge, and scorpion tail. He knew all of these, but seeing the actual items was a whole different story.

They didn't want to leave until the fried sauce noodles were ready. The sauce was fried and served with shredded cucumbers and other vegetables, which made for a delicious and savory dish. Each of the young men slurped down two big bowls of noodles.

After eating, it's time to leave. If we stay any longer, we'll have to have dinner here. Everyone is not very well-off now, and we have to purchase food and vegetables with tickets. It's already enough to bother others for a meal, it's embarrassing to eat more. So Lin Building and others declined the repeated invitation from Wen Xuan's parents and went to visit other places in the afternoon.

After returning to the dormitory in the evening, Linlou began to summarize today's gains. The biggest problem of Dazayuan is that the building area is not enough. Maybe when they first moved in, it was enough to live in. However, as time passed, getting married and having children, the population in the yard continued to increase, and the original houses were no longer enough, so they had to build by themselves.

In this way, the integrity of the quadrangle courtyard is compromised, greatly reducing the comfort of living. Therefore, it is necessary to make changes, and the first priority is to solve the problem of living area. In this case, single-story buildings are definitely not feasible. It has to be changed to two or three-story buildings.

It's not suitable to build too high in a Siheyuan courtyard layout. The high buildings around will block the sunlight, making it difficult for the lower floor rooms in the courtyard to receive sufficient sunlight. Additionally, the densely packed layout of the alleys and large courtyards will worsen the impact of sunlight, reducing the indoor lighting and ventilation.

The courtyard is not comfortable to live in, it is dim and cramped, the air is stuffy, and when someone cooks, the whole courtyard can smell it. Lin calculated with several sunlight calculation formulas and felt that the highest possible building would only be three stories, any higher would not meet the basic sunlight requirements.

Moreover, the design of the roof should be staggered, leaving gaps for sunlight in the surrounding courtyard, and should not be made into a unified style, so it can only be partially three-stories and partially two-stories.

Another benefit of doing this is that the second floor can be built into a terrace style, providing people with a leisure area or space for drying clothes.

In terms of details, the original features of the quadrangle should be maintained, such as gray tiles, white walls, large roofs, cross-shaped ground, plinth treatment, and detailed handling, to achieve a harmonious and unified style with the old Beijing quadrangle.

The overall style has been determined, and then Linlou began to be busy, researching the layout and details of the large mixed courtyard at the Wenxuan's home every day, and then went to the library to consult various materials on ancient architecture, especially focusing on Liang Sicheng's "Annotation of Construction Method in the French Style", "Examples of Construction Regulations in the Qing Dynasty" and other works.

These works also bear the efforts of Lin Huiyin. Lin Huiyin was not just capable of writing "You are the April of this world," in fact, her contributions in the field of architecture were much greater than her literary contributions; especially in the field of ancient architecture, Lin Huiyin and Liang Sicheng traveled around the country, investigating and collecting information about ancient architecture.

In 1987, "Research on the Theory of Ancient Chinese Architecture and the Protection of Architectural Relics" submitted by Tsinghua University was awarded the first prize of the National Natural Science Award. Liang Sicheng and Lin Huiyin were listed as the first and second "main researchers," followed by Mo Zongjiang, Xu Boan, Lou Qingxi, Guo Daiya, and others.

This is the recognition of the highest national scientific and technological award. Compared to a certain celebrity who spends money on shaping their public image, it is like heaven and earth. However, it seems that future generations are more enthusiastic about gossip related to Lin Huiyin, which is somewhat regrettable.

Time passed by quickly, and it was soon time for Lin Qiao to go abroad. The work on CAD programming was also nearing completion, and it would be ready for testing after he arrived in the United States. Before leaving, Lin Lou once again reminded Lin Qiao to protect the copyright, which he carefully noted.

After seeing off Lin Qiao, Linlou officially began the design work. After spending a few days, they produced the first version of the conceptual sketch, and then handed it over to Hu Zhongping during the drawing class.

"I'll take a look and see what you've painted this time," Hu Zhongping said, taking it and immediately opening it.

"The display board in our corridor is going to have another picture. It's almost full of pictures from the Lin Building, right? Sigh, when can I hang one up too!" There was a sigh from below the platform.

"Huh? This isn't a copycat drawing, but a design drawing, right?" Hu Zhongping exclaimed, "You're planning to design your own project just as you start your first year?"

Thank you Skyhigh, not the king of Sanda, for the reward.
Chapter 75 Is he drifting?

Liudi originally intended to leave, but every time he handed in his homework, Lin's work would be displayed as a model in the corridor. He had been tormented and had lost his temper, but when he heard the words "design drawing," he stopped in his tracks. This was a bit too much for him, right? A real architectural design drawing would be something a freshman student could draw, right?

The so-called architectural design drawings are not casually drawn. Designers need to carefully consider the construction process and potential issues that may arise during use, and develop solutions and plans in advance, expressing them through drawings and documents.

To achieve this, it's not enough to just know how to draw. You must understand the geological conditions of the construction site, know how to calculate the huge amount of data such as structure and load, be familiar with the needs of the first party, and understand the differences and applications of various building materials... Each of these things requires a long period of dedicated learning.

Liu Di remembers that his father, like himself, spent several years learning from a master in the design institute after graduating from college before producing his first work. As a freshman in college, he started drawing design sketches. Isn't it too early, even if it's just a conceptual drawing to express design ideas? This is not the right way to show off!

"Liu Di, why aren't you leaving?" Wang Hui patted his arm. "In the past few classes, every time Hu Zhongping appreciates Lin Lou's work, Liu Di always avoids it and doesn't want to listen at all. Why are you starting to listen today?"

Liudi raised her chin and pointed towards the platform, saying, "See, Linlou is really amazing now. They have started to focus on serious and formal designs. This person can't be too arrogant. Once they become arrogant, they will lose the sense of their own capabilities. Let's go and take a look, and see what Teacher Hu has to say."

"Before our department, the earliest opportunity to work on a project with a teacher was probably in our senior year, right?" Seeing Liu Di walking quickly towards the platform, Wang Hui hurried to follow.

By the time they reached the front of the platform, they couldn't squeeze in anymore. The students crowded around, eager to see what kind of work Lin Lou had produced.

"Uh, after visiting Beijing's traditional courtyard houses, I had some ideas. When I came back, I researched some materials and tried to create something after careful study. I'd like to ask for your guidance, teacher." Now that the school has just started and I'm not very familiar with other teachers, it would be a bit presumptuous to directly approach someone with the drawings. So, I'm hesitating and decided to let Hu Zhongping, the art teacher, take a look first."

"You are only a freshman now, isn't it a bit early to do this?" It's more than just a bit early. Many fifth-year students don't even have this capability. While it's great to be passionate about something, you also need to consider the specific circumstances. Architecture design is not just about drawing nice pictures."

Hu Zhongping also has some opinions on Lin Lou's approach. You underestimate architects too much, don't you? However, considering Lin Lou's previous performance was good, he did not criticize him on the spot, but put away the drawings. "I have to go to teach Class 2 later, so I will take a closer look after I go back. Do you have no class in the second period this afternoon? Come to my office then, and let's have a discussion about this drawing."

"Alright, I will come find you then. I apologize for the trouble!" Lin Lou was not angry because of Hu Zhongping's words. Like medicine, construction also requires a lot of basic knowledge and experience. It is not easy for a freshman to present design works.

"Ah!" The students all sighed in unison. It was indeed regrettable not to hear Teacher Hu's evaluation right away. Some even started clamoring, "Teacher, could you evaluate us in the next class?"

Hu Zhongping smiled and didn't say anything. He waved his hand and left. Other students also went out to change to another classroom and waited for the start of the next class. Usually, they would all open their books and study the lesson to be taught, but now, no one was in the mood for that. They gathered with their close friends and discussed the matter of Lin Building.

"Starting a project in the first year; our class has produced an exceptional genius architect! In my opinion, since he's so amazing, we might as well have him design the Xiangshan Hotel instead of letting I.M. Pei do it!" Liu Di elongated his voice, a hint of schadenfreude could be felt even from a distance.

After the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and the United States, many Chinese Americans have strengthened their connections with their home country. When I.M. Pei visited China, he accepted the government's invitation to design the Fragrant Hill Hotel. Last November, the drawings and models of the Fragrant Hill Hotel were transported to Beijing, and discussions on the design are still ongoing.

This matter was reported in the news, and Bei Yuming also became the first well-known foreign architect among architecture students after the reform and opening up. Liu Di's comparison of Lin Lou and Bei Yuming was clearly not well-intentioned.

You might as well talk about other projects. The Xiangshan Hotel is really not considered outstanding in Beilao's works. Linlou just muttered in his heart, and didn't plan to pay attention to Liudi. Counting the two lifetimes, they are both over thirty years old. How could they get angry over such a small matter? He even stopped Su Zhongming from causing trouble.

Other classmates laughed with Liudi, while some expressed disdain for his behavior. However, the vast majority of people did not believe that a freshman in Linlou could create any good works.

It wasn't until the teacher came in that the classroom became quiet again, but after class, they started discussing again; even after returning to the dormitory after dinner, you could still hear the next-door dormitory discussing this matter.

"Lin Lou, why aren't you angry at all?" Seeing Lin Lou's calm demeanor, Wen Xuan and the others were all very puzzled.

"The mouth is on someone else's body, I can't cover it up. Whether it's good or bad, I'll know when I see Teacher Hu later. There's no need to be so anxious." Lin climbed to the upper bunk and calmly took a nap. Compared to the pressure he would face when independently hosting projects in the future, this idle talk was nothing at all.

Hu Zhongping also has the habit of taking afternoon naps. The workplace and residence of this generation are usually very close, just a few steps away, which allows them to have plenty of time to return home and comfortably lie in bed for a while; in the future, they can only nap in their cubicles, and the quality and duration of their afternoon naps have significantly decreased.

After waking up and washing his face, Hu Zhongping became spirited again. He went to his office, shaking his head, took out the blueprint of Linlou from his bag, and started to contemplate how to talk to him for a while. He worried that criticizing him might undermine the child's enthusiasm, yet not criticizing him would make him increasingly restless.

But after just a few glances, Hu Zhongping's expression turned serious. This is the work of a freshman?

Thank you for the reward from Liu Gaogao and dfgsdh.
Chapter 76 Organic Renewal

Hu Zhongping just graduated a few years ago and hasn't gotten his own independent office yet. He shares a large office with other young teachers from the architecture department. When he took out the drawings and looked at them, he immediately caught the attention of other teachers. Feng Shaoping, a senior teacher of architectural design, came over and asked, "Lao Hu, do you have a new project? Which organization is it from?"

"No, it's a student's work!" Hu Zhongping said, feeling a bit stunned. Is this really a student's work? The level is quite high.

"Student's? Let me guess, is it Meng Jun from senior year? Is he planning to choose you as the advisor for his graduation project? Wait, but isn't Meng Jun supposed to be interning at Northwest Institute? How could Northwest Institute be working on a courtyard project? As for Geng Yan from junior year, it seems too early for him to start thinking about his graduation design, right? The seniors from fifth year all have advisors, right? I remember you didn't have any students, did you?" Hu Shaoping pondered for a long time, but still couldn't figure it out.

"It's not them, it's Lin Building from the freshman year!" Could it be that Lin Building is getting someone to help with the design guidance? But he also said last time that there were no older relatives working as architects at home. Hu Zhongping couldn't believe that a freshman could have this level of skill.

"Freshman! Lao Hu, stop kidding! If a freshman can have this level, I'll eat this blueprint! Our department has only one industry offspring this year, right? I've also seen his work last time, the foundation is okay, but still far from independent design!"

"As for Linlou, he is indeed skilled in hand drawing, but isn't designing and hand drawing two different things? Did he really complete this independently?" After all, as someone who was exempted from two courses right at the beginning of the semester, the teachers in the architecture department all knew that there was a first-year student with a pretty solid foundation this year. However, they were still surprised that he could produce design work so early.

"I just got it too. Maybe he designed it independently. We'll know once he comes over and asks!" Hu Zhongping shifted his gaze back to the blueprint, finding the design more and more intriguing.

"I will chat with him for a while later, you don't mind, do you?" Feng Shaoping originally planned to go to the library to look up some information, but now he was not in a hurry.

"I’ll join in as well. Do you think we should all gather around here? Will Xiaolin be nervous? Maybe I’ll just sit here and listen?" Li Qingxi, who specializes in landscape architecture, also showed great interest.

"He probably won't be nervous. Xiaolin is quite bold. He never seems nervous when chatting with me." While he was speaking, Lin Lóu came over and knocked on the door. Upon entering, Hu Zhongping greeted him and introduced him to Feng Shaoping and Li Qingxi. "When you are in your second year, you will be taking classes with these two teachers. They are also quite interested in your work, so we want to have a discussion together."

"Welcome to correct us, two teachers." Lin Lou indeed didn't seem nervous at all. In fact, he was eager to have more people see his work, especially if even Commissioner Wu could know about it, as Commissioner Wu has always been very concerned about the renovation of Beijing's traditional courtyard houses.

"Did you do this independently? Oh, sorry if I'm being too direct. After all, you're just a freshman and I heard from Lao Hu that your family is not in the construction business. It's quite surprising to see someone your age produce a work of such high quality. Even if it was done under someone else's guidance, it's still quite remarkable!" Li Qingxi asked eagerly.

There are too many issues to consider in architectural design, including ergonomics, various design standards, temperature, humidity, wind direction, wind speed, sunlight, and climate conditions such as rain and snow, as well as geological conditions such as seismic intensity and topography, hydrological conditions such as groundwater level and properties, and overall planning and design of the locality, as well as specific requirements of the client.

Designers need to consider the site environment, overall planning, functional requirements, structural construction, materials and equipment, architectural economics, and architectural art before coming up with a proposal, which requires rich experience rather than just talent.

"I completed it independently. Apart from attending classes, I spent all my time in the dormitory drawing. My roommates can testify to that!" Lin firmly replied, then resorted to his familiar tactic of using the library for support, "I have been interested in architecture since I was young. Coincidentally, my mother is a teacher at South River University and helped me obtain a library card. Since high school, I have been borrowing various books on architecture, so I have a certain foundation in this field."

"Architecture is not like any other subject, self-study is not enough!" Feng Shaoping shook his head. This discipline, which highly values practical experience, must be guided by a teacher.

"Xiao Lin, Teacher Li doesn't doubt you, it's just that your approach is a bit too astonishing. Generally, students in the architecture department start to engage in design tasks in the second semester of their first year, and even then, it's usually just small-scale projects like kiosks. You coming up with such a complete project right from the start is unprecedented in my memory. You're the first one in our department to produce mature work since the restoration of the college entrance examination system!" Hu Zhongping said.

"Come on, tell us about your design concept. What's the reason behind creating this piece?" Feng Shaoping asked. It doesn't really matter if it's his work or not; just hearing about the concept is enough. The completion of an architectural design can be traced back to its origins. If it's not his own work, there will surely be loopholes in the explanation.

"One weekend, our dormitory went to Wen Xuansi's home for a visit together. Wen Xuansi is from Beijing and lives in a large courtyard to the south. When we went, I brought paper and pen with me, intending to record the style of the old Beijing quadrangle courtyards. However, upon entering, I found that due to the increasing number of people living in the courtyard, the layout of the old quadrangle courtyards had been disrupted and turned into a haphazard jumble." Lin Lou took out the hand-drawn evidence of his visit to Wen Xuansi's home.

"Then I started to think, with the increasing population in Beijing, the existing traditional courtyard houses can no longer meet the basic residential needs, and they also suffer from serious aging of the buildings and inadequate living facilities." The traditional courtyard houses do not have sewage systems, so the residents can only use chamber pots to deal with sanitation issues. Even Wang Fei had to empty the chamber pots by herself when she lived in a traditional courtyard house."

"But the siheyuan is a characteristic feature of old Beijing, with a long history and cultural heritage, so it cannot be completely demolished, and replaced with high-rise buildings. We have already lost too much of our historical and cultural heritage when we demolished the old city walls, and we cannot afford to make the same mistake again."

The preservation of the Beijing city wall and the Liang Sicheng plan is a lasting pain for the Tsinghua architecture department. Perhaps from the perspective of historical development, it was too difficult to preserve the city wall at that time, but what has been lost can never be regained.

"So I am thinking if there is a way to preserve the characteristics of the traditional courtyard houses, to help the city retain its memories, to enable people to remember their nostalgia, and at the same time meet the housing needs. I call this concept organic renewal."

Those interested in the design drawings can search for the renovation plan of Juer Hutong by Academician Wu Liangyong. Basically, it is based on this.
Chapter 77 Quite Good

"Organic renewal? What does it mean?" This fresh term caught the attention of several teachers, as well as the experts in the field of traditional Beijing courtyard architecture. However, there are differing opinions on the solutions, and no consensus has been reached yet.

This term was actually proposed by Academician Wu Liangyong during the renovation of Juer Hutong. The design scheme presented by Linlou also incorporates many advantages of Juer Hutong.

So how should we explain this word now? Fortunately, modern urban development in China started relatively late, so we can learn from the experience of Western countries. Lin thought of a good example, "I have seen some foreign materials in the library of Nanjiang University. It seems that major cities around the world are facing such difficulties: the rapid growth of urban population has occupied a large amount of urban space, making it very difficult to re-plan and transform urban space. This is true for cities like London, Paris, and Rome."

"The best integration of classical and modern, old buildings and new skyscrapers can be found in Paris. The transformation of the old city of Paris has undergone two important stages. The first one was from 1852 to 1870 when Haussmann led the major renovation of Paris. Through large-scale construction of roads and underground pipelines, the infrastructure and public services of the city were improved."

"However, in this 'large-scale demolition and construction' project, Paris demolished the city walls and 60% of the city's buildings in order to develop an advanced road network. The proportion of medieval and Renaissance buildings demolished was as high as one-third; especially on the Île de la Cité, except for famous buildings such as Notre-Dame Cathedral, almost all medieval buildings on the island were demolished to create a north-south thoroughfare. These lessons have led to people's reflection."

The loss of a large number of historical buildings during the renovation of the old city is not unique to Beijing. Many European cities have also encountered the same situation. After all, the development of history is unstoppable.

"In the 20th century, Paris took a dual approach to conserving the old city and constructing the new city. It designated a 'protected area' in the city center and developed new areas like La Défense in the suburbs, both preserving the historical and cultural buildings of the old city and opening up new space for urban development. This experience has since been widely applied in China, with the establishment of new areas outside the main urban area becoming a common practice. When explaining this concept, nearly all urban planners and designers will cite La Défense in France as an example."

Radfans is also the world's first urban complex project. After decades of construction, Radfans has become one of the world's three major CBDs, the other two being New York's Manhattan representing the American economic image and Tokyo's Ginza representing the RB economic image. These cases are often used by later designers to deceive the owners when designing complexes.

"I think that when our country is carrying out urban planning, we may also learn from the experience of Paris, protect the culturally rich LC district, and construct new areas outside the main urban area to meet the development needs of the times." In the future, restrictions will be placed on new buildings within the Second Ring Road of Beijing, and within the city walls of Xi'an, while allocating more resources to the XC area.

"Indeed, it would be a pity to demolish those old alleys in the LC area, but the investment required for the construction of the XC area is too large. Our country doesn't have the money now," Feng Shaoping nodded and sighed. Like directors, architects also often face conflicts between idealism and reality, and the root of the biggest conflict is money. If the country had money at the time, there would have been no need to demolish the old city walls."

The future development plan of the city is a huge topic. As Lin is not yet qualified to say much about it, he just briefly mentioned the reasons and shifted the focus to the topic of old buildings. He said, "Referring to the experience of Paris, during the construction of the new city, LC area will be renovated and modified to preserve the historical style of the original buildings, while also meeting the needs of modern living."

"For the transformation of the LC area, it should not be limited to the protection of individual historical buildings and their architectural complexes, but also to the overall protection of its organic order in the physical environment. As a residential and residential area of the urban cell, its texture and quality are extremely important for the material environmental system that constitutes a cultural famous city and should not be casually destroyed."

"During construction, it is advisable to avoid completely demolishing and rebuilding, and instead use the method of integrating the old with the new. Specific measures include preserving well-preserved quadrangle dwellings, demolishing and updating the most dilapidated residences or courtyards, as well as repairing and renovating generally old houses."

Lin pointed to the blueprint and said, "We will transform the original single-story quadrangle courtyard into a multi-story building, while still preserving the traditional quadrangle courtyard style. At the same time, we will increase the floor area ratio, expand the usable space, and meet the residents' housing needs. We will also continue the formation of a relative neighborhood structure through the courtyards, providing residents with public spaces for socializing and leisure activities."

Raise the building, and the self-built houses in the yard can be demolished, and the garden can be restored to its original state, with flowers, grass, and trees planted. After dinner, sitting in the yard to enjoy the cool breeze, chat, and exercise, it is also a very pleasant thing.

"Although the scale of the new quadrangle courtyard differs greatly from the traditional quadrangle courtyard, it shares similar spatial characteristics. The enclosed space of the courtyard easily gives people a sense of belonging and also fosters a psychological tendency to gather. In this respect, both the quadrangle courtyard and traditional courtyards have the same limiting effect—providing a sense of security."

"There is also an open space for communicating with the natural environment. The openness of the courtyard space creates a cheerful and expansive psychological feeling for the people entering it, and also realizes the ecological functions of the courtyard," Feng Shaoping clapped and praised.

"I referred to the layout of the traditional Beijing courtyard, and incorporated the advantages of privacy in apartment-style residential buildings. The well-equipped and functional unit apartments form the 'basic courtyard'. While ensuring privacy, by using connecting structures and small courtyards, they form a community with the traditional courtyards, preserving the spiritual essence of traditional Chinese residences that value neighborly relationships," Lin continued to explain.

"Taking into account factors such as sunlight and air circulation, the project is not overly elevated, allowing those on the lower levels to enjoy abundant sunlight and smooth air circulation, ensuring comfortable living conditions." Lin pointed to the calculation formulas and results marked on the design drawing, indicating that all of these designs are based on evidence rather than mere speculation.

"In the selection of building materials and techniques, try to choose those with relatively low prices, so that the average person can afford the renovation costs. Cost is equally important, if it's too expensive, then it's meaningless."

"The work is really good. If you weren't just a freshman, I would help you submit the manuscript and have the city find a place to pilot it."
Chapter 78 I Built It Myself

Feng Shaoping is a bit impatient to see this experimental project land. However, it's very difficult to convince the relevant department to support a design by a freshman. If it's a proposal put forward by Commissioner Wu, the city will definitely take it seriously. But bringing a freshman's project to the city? They will surely think you're joking.

"Maybe we can carefully study the plan again, see if there are any loopholes, and then visit a few community leaders to hear the residents' thoughts. After thoroughly refining it, we can pass it on to Councilor Wu and let him talk to the city authorities." The result of a regular university teacher and a departmental councilor approaching this will certainly be different.

"Recently, Commissioner Wu has been quite busy. In addition to his teaching work at the school, he is also responsible for the design of the new building of the Beijing Library, discussing the revision of the overall urban planning of Beijing, collaborating with British publishing houses on the English edition of 'Outline of Ancient Chinese Urban History', and working on some mid- to long-term scientific research projects for the Ministry of Science and Technology."

"Beijing will be discussing the Xiangshan Hotel plan with Ieoh Ming Pei in two months. Commissioner Wu is sure to be involved, and he might even persuade Mr. Pei to come to our school for a lecture. Considering the many commitments Commissioner Wu has on hand, is it really appropriate to bother him with such a small matter?" Hu Zhongping hesitated.

The department committee members are very busy, with their schedules packed almost every day. This is a big deal for Linlou, but compared to the projects that the department committee members are responsible for, it's not a big deal.

"Alternatively, we could make better preparations, further refine the plan, produce the rendering, ideally complete the architectural model, and then use these materials to approach Commissioner Wu. It should go more smoothly with more comprehensive information," Li Qingxi suggested, believing that it would be easier to communicate with Commissioner Wu with better-prepared materials.

"It's okay, if the city doesn't support me, I can do it on my own!" However, Lin Lou is not willing to put in the effort. No matter how well the model is made, isn't having a physical object more intuitive?

"Build it yourself? Can you also make models?" Hu Zhongping frowned. But it's not his fault. According to his calculations, not counting the cost of the courtyard, just the renovation would cost several thousand yuan. How many people can come up with that much money these days?

"It's not a model. I mean I plan to produce the construction drawing, and then have someone build this project according to the drawings! I will invite Commissioner Wu to visit after it's finished!" Linlou said seriously.

"Haha, Xiaolin, you're quite humorous. When you were talking about cost accounting just now, your mind was quite clear. Why are you getting confused now?" Feng Shaoping laughed, "You're thinking too simplistically, aren't you? This isn't building a thatched house in the countryside. It takes a lot of money to build such a building in the capital city!"

"The construction cost is secondary. The most important thing is that you have no place to build! Cement, steel bars, sand, and even labor are easy to handle, but the land is not something you can just buy with money, especially for private construction. If the school intervenes and applies in the name of a research project, it might be possible, but for a student like you..." Hu Zhongping shook his head.

"In fact, I bought a quadrangle courtyard on the northeast side of our school a while ago, and it cost around ten thousand dollars! This design is based on that courtyard!" Lin Lou said shyly.

"Pfft!" Li Qingxi sprayed water everywhere as he was drinking. "Ahem, ahem, ahem, ahem, what did you say? You bought a set of quadrangle courtyard houses yourself?" Did I hear it wrong? Where did you get the money?

"Well, I previously published a book which sold pretty well, and I received a considerable amount in royalties. Then I helped the Nanjiang City Design Institute to design some renderings and earned some money. After purchasing the siheyuan, I still have quite a bit left. I roughly calculated that this amount should be enough for renovation according to this standard!" Lin Lou said truthfully.

"Drawing renderings? Your skills are adequate for that. How much per piece? Five hundred? Six hundred?" Everyone in the industry understands this.

"600 yuan each, I didn't really play much during the whole summer vacation, and probably drew dozens of them! The teacher who used to draw at the Nanjiang City Design Institute has retired, and the new recruits can't keep up, so most of the work has been handed over to me!" In a provincial capital city, it's not uncommon to have such a high demand for renderings.

"Wow, you've earned more than Professor Xi Zhang!" Hu Zhongping exclaimed. He only earns a few hundred yuan in annual salary, so when he heard that Lin Lou had earned tens of thousands in just one summer, he was naturally amazed. Of course, he doesn't rely solely on his salary; he also helps other units draw some renderings, and his life is quite comfortable.

"That's different. Nanjiang City can't be compared to Beijing. All the talent in China goes to Beijing. With high-level talents like Professor Zhang and a few other teachers, naturally, there's less work to go around for everyone." Lin complimented them calmly.

"Where is your courtyard? How about we go take a look?" This piqued the interest of several teachers.

"That has to wait until after class. I still have class in a while, and Xiao Lin also needs to attend Lao Ji's 'History of Chinese Architecture'. Xiao Lin, if it's convenient, shall we go together after class?" Hu Zhongping asked, looking at his watch.

"Okay, I'll come find you right after class!" Lin Lou agreed.

After finishing the second class in the afternoon, Lin went to the school store to buy some things. Then he found several teachers, each of whom had a bicycle. Lin sat on the back seat of Hu Zhongping's bicycle, and they arrived at the destination in about ten minutes.

"None of the teachers have eaten, right? How about we eat while we watch?" The barbecue grill from last time was still in the yard. Lin brought out the newly bought ingredients and retrieved condiments and charcoal from the house, then started bustling about.

"You're living such a indulgent life, aren't you? Eating barbecue, enjoying the river view, feeling the breeze - it's like living like a fairy! It would be even better if we had a few more bottles of beer." They were all young teachers, who had just graduated a few years ago and were now not teaching in the classroom, so their conversation had become more relaxed.

"I'll go back to buy it." Hu Zhongping said as he was about to ride his bicycle.

"No need, the well is frozen!" Lin walked to the well in the courtyard, grabbed the rope and pulled up two dozen bottles of Yanjing beer wrapped in plastic ropes. Nowadays, bottled beer is tied with ropes, unlike in the future where it is wrapped in plastic.

"Wow! Your preparation is really thorough!" The teachers laughed.

"I plan to turn this into a salon after it's built. In the future, if a few teachers want to find a place to chat, relax, or discuss projects, they can come here! This yard is so big, it's a waste for me to live here alone. It's better to use it as a gathering place for industry colleagues. In the future, this will all be a network of contacts!"

"This is a great idea! I see that you've only designed the courtyard, but the landscaping inside hasn't been done, right? Leave it to me!" Li Qingxi slapped his thigh and said.
Chapter 79: Construction Begins

"Leave the decorative parts to me. I'll make you a nice big gate, as well as items like hanging eaves, benches, railings, partition doors, windows, board walls, flower covers, antique shelves, and glazed cabinets. I have connections and can guarantee that they are all old objects. If you want to add some modern ironwork, that's fine too. I have connections at the Arts and Crafts factory!" Everyone knows that this project belongs to Linlou, so we won't interfere with the big aspects, but we can still participate in the details.

"What are your plans for the furniture? Are you going to buy ready-made or design it yourself? I will go find a furniture factory for you!" Seeing both Li Qingxi and Hu Zhongping speaking up, Feng Shaoping also did not want to be left behind. They now cherish this project as if it were their own.

Whether it's to create a model for the transformation of Beijing's traditional courtyard houses or simply to have a place for future gatherings, they are willing to make the effort.

"I have a good relationship with the landscaping department. I get all the flowers, plants, and trees from them at internal prices. I'm thinking of setting up a grape trellis here, so in the summer, we can enjoy the shade and eat grapes. We could also build a wine cellar in the basement and make our own wine!" Li Qingxi was filled with the romance of the 1980s.

"The grapes for eating and the grapes for making wine are completely different. Grapes suitable for making wine may not necessarily be delicious," Feng Shaoping took another sip. "I even did some design work for Changyu Winery back in the day."

"It's no big deal, I can always buy some grapes specifically for making wine. What's so difficult about that?" Hu Zhongping said while staring at Lin Lou, "Add more chili to those bunches for me, I like it spicy."

“Gardens, decorations, and furniture are all set. Let's leave the structural part to Chen Zhihua. He will give you a lecture on structural mechanics in the future. This kind of small project is a piece of cake for him. As for the plumbing and electricity, let Jin Qiuxiang handle it. For the construction drawings, get a few senior students to assist you in order to complete the drawings as soon as possible,” Feng Shaoping began to plan for recruiting people.

"Then I'll trouble the teachers, and I will cover the design fee when the time comes."

"No need, why should we bother them? If they hear that you're planning to organize a salon, they'll definitely be willing to help for free. It's a bit late today, they've probably had dinner. Let's call them over tomorrow and discuss it together." Although there are meeting rooms at school, can they compare to the freedom and comfort here?

At this point, the meat is ready. Feng Shaoping happily took the skewer of meat, picked up a bottle of beer, and without paying attention to Lin Lou's offered bottle opener, he directly opened it with his teeth. After a toast, they all started to drink.

"Let's first calculate the cost." Feng Shaoping was satisfied after finishing a bottle of beer, burped contentedly, then threw the bottle aside and picked up a dry twig to sketch on the ground.

"The steel bars are currently at 600 yuan per ton. You won't need too much for this project, mostly just for the load-bearing columns. I calculate you'll need a little over three tons, so let's round it up to 2,000 for now. The bricks are currently at 1.37 yuan each, so I'll calculate 700 for you. Cement, prefabricated panels, and other materials add up to over 1,000. Sand and gravel are quite cheap, but transportation can be a bit of a hassle... I can get you internal pricing on these items. Altogether, be prepared with around 5,000 yuan for now. That should be enough for the basic needs."

"Is it enough? If not, I can lend you some. You can pay me back later!" Feng Shaoping asked after finishing the calculation.

"Nearly enough." Although there is no more work on the effect drawings now, the sales of the book are getting better and better. Many provinces have taken the initiative to discuss introducing it, and Lin Shengbin can receive considerable royalties for printing drafts from his side every month.

"That's good then. It's a bit of a hassle to find workers through official channels. State institutions certainly wouldn't want to take on such small jobs, so we have to look for people externally. It's quite a hassle to manage." Once the materials are sorted out, it's onto finding workers.

"Find Chen Zhihua for this. He lives in a village near Beijing. He has introduced a lot of people from his village to work, just ask him to bring a few over from the village. They are all experienced workers, and with his reputation, they won't cause any trouble." Li Qingxi opened another bottle of beer. They are all in the construction industry, can't they find a construction team?"

Oh, I remember now. In the novel "The Ordinary World," Sun Shaoping also left Shuangshui Village around this time, carrying a bedding and went to Huangyuan City to find work, right? It seems that the trend of rural migrant workers going to the cities has already begun.

"I calculated that it would cost five yuan for the skilled worker and two yuan for the unskilled worker. The construction difficulty of your project is not high, and Lao Chen's team is experienced. It doesn't rain much in Beijing in the fall. With three skilled workers and twelve unskilled workers, the main structure can be completed in three weeks, and overall, a month should be enough. Plus, their daily meal money, it will be around 1,000 yuan per day." It definitely wouldn't be this fast if it were in a place with heavy rainfall in the south.

Linlou nodded. This standard is similar to Sun Shaoping's income from contracting work. It seems to be the common standard for this period. If one has skills, a migrant worker can earn more than a hundred yuan a month now, even higher than many salaried workers. But it's not that simple. They don't have work every day, and the work is also intense. They earn hard-earned money.

"Also, for the supporting facilities, you may need to prepare an additional one to two thousand. As for the rest, such as renovation, furniture, and electrical appliances, it's hard to say. It depends on the standards you are looking for. However, you can take your time with these, no rush." After calculating all these, Feng Shaoping put down the tree branch.

This is not beyond the budget of the Lin building. "I will discuss it with Teacher Chen tomorrow and try to start as soon as possible!" After the main body is built, the next installment of the manuscript fee will be paid, and there will be money for the decoration.

"Come on, let's have another drink!" Everyone continued to drink and enthusiastically shared their thoughts on the project, respecting Lin's opinions while discussing the details.

The next day, I got those teachers together again and we continued to enjoy barbecue while discussing the matter. Everyone was very curious about this innovative project and agreed to contribute to it.

"Drawing plans is no problem at all. Anyway, the students I brought with me need to complete this type of assignment recently, so I'll let them practice with this project!"

"I will go back for a weekend and get my third uncle to take charge of this project. The young people in the village all respect my third uncle, so there shouldn't be any issues. Besides, with so many of us, if one or two people come over every day to take a look, even if there are some minor problems, they can be discovered in time."

With the help of the teachers and a group of seniors, the drawings were quickly completed, and Chen Zhihua also brought in the most experienced workers from their village.

Nowadays, we don't have to settle for a specific date or go through any procedures. As long as the teacher gives a heads-up, once the people arrive, we can just set off some firecrackers and get to work right away.

Thank you for the tips from Tiexue Wangfeng and Changyou Yixia. I'm sorry, I mistakenly set the wrong date for automatic updates. Please favorite and recommend.
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"Lin... Boss Lin, you can rest assured. Since you and my uncle are in the same unit, I will definitely work well for you. Otherwise, my uncle will give me a hard time! I'll watch over things here, you go ahead and get busy!" Chen Zhihua is only in his early thirties this year, but his nephew Chen Dejiang is almost forty.

But this is not uncommon. As the saying goes, there are older generations in every family. In the same village, it's not unusual to see someone with a beard still wearing open-crotch pants being called grandpa. The Chen family is a prominent one in their village, and it's perfectly normal for Chen Zhihua to have such a large nephew.

Chen Dejiang used to be the production team leader in the village and had some prestige. After hearing that there was a shortage of workers in the city to build houses, he took advantage of his relationship with Chen Zhihua and went out to make money with a group of people. Although this kind of thing is still ambiguous in terms of policy, he knows a lot of people and should not encounter any trouble.

I used to work for public units before, so it's my first time working for a private individual. When I saw Mr. Lin, I wanted to address him as "boss" out of habit, as it's the customary way in the south to show respect. However, since he's so young, it felt a bit awkward. Nevertheless, I quickly adjusted my mindset - as long as he has the money, he's the boss!

Between the lines, they did not treat Linlou as a student, but ambiguously referred to him and Chen Zhihua as being in the same unit. Linlou laughed after hearing it and refused the cigarette offered to him, saying, "I haven't learned how to do it yet. Since I am Professor Chen's relative, I am definitely at ease."

Nowadays, small subcontractors like Chen Dejiang have just started to enter the city and have not yet mastered the tricks of the trade. Fortunately, this opportunity was introduced by someone he knows, so Linlou doesn't have much to worry about. He just wants to finish the project as soon as possible. The other day, while chatting with Li Qingxi and Hu Zhongping, Linlou faintly sensed an opportunity. Whether he can seize this opportunity depends on when the project is completed. If it's too late, it may be too late.

"I'm here mainly to see if you still need anything. Whether it's food, accommodation, or if there are any issues, just let me know. As long as you can ensure the quality, quantity, and timely completion of the work, everything is negotiable." Lin pointed to the west-wing rooms and asked, "Can all of you sleep well squeezed into one room? You can still stay in the west-wing rooms for now, but what will you do once they are demolished in a few days?"

"There's nothing to it. Making money always involves hard work! We're used to it! Even if we have to move out, it's not a big deal. We have relatives in the village ahead, we can borrow two empty rooms from them, it's just a half-hour round trip, won't delay us from starting work!" Chen Dejiang had intended to light a cigarette, but seeing Lin Lou didn't smoke, he reconsidered and put away his lighter, putting the cigarette behind his ear instead.

I'm not worried about this," Lin nodded and fell silent, standing there watching the workers. Two of them climbed onto the roof, slid the tiles down a chute made from two pillars onto a pile of dirt, and then neatly stacked the tiles together on the side. Another worker pushed over a crumbling courtyard wall, and after tidying up the bricks, neatly stacked them together as well.

These can all be reused. Nowadays, construction materials are in short supply nationwide and it's a pity to waste them. If a company wants to build a house, obtaining steel and cement can be a headache for them, and they may need to mobilize the entire workforce to go out and procure steel and cement through connections.

The Lin Building is not bad. It is backed by the architecture department of Tsinghua University, and there are many young teachers willing to help. They often help others with drawing and design. With many acquaintances, the demand for this project is not large. With cash in hand, enough materials were quickly obtained, and they have now been brought back and placed in the courtyard.

After watching for a while, I felt that the workers were working carefully. Lin Lou greeted Chen Dejiang and then left, saying, "Alright, you guys keep working. I'll come back during lunchtime!"

Linlou left, and the construction site became lively. Someone shouted loudly, "Qi Ge, what does this small boss's family do? Do they have overseas Chinese relatives? Otherwise, how could they have so much money to build a house?"

"The green bricks and cement are even more luxurious than the mansion of the wealthy landlords in our village in the past! If this had happened a few years ago, it would have been criticized without a doubt!"

"What nonsense are you talking! If you don't want to work, then get out of here! Did I not tell you when you came here? Work more and talk less, you've all forgotten!" Chen Dejiang reprimanded, while joining the workers in moving and stacking bricks. His career has just begun, and he has not yet moved away from manual labor, still needing to work alongside the workers.

"Don't worry about what he does, and don't ask. We only need to know that he can pay us on time. When we get paid, I'll buy your wife a new dress, is that okay? If anyone spreads rumors again, I'll kick him out. Don't let your loose tongue cause us to lose money."

"Hey, Seven, my mouth is rude, my mouth is rude, I won't dare to do it again in the future!" The person who just spoke lightly slapped themselves twice, and then slid a stack of tiles down the bar.

It's too boring to work with my head covered all the time. After a while, everyone started chatting again, but this time they didn't dare to mention the matter of Linlou, and instead talked about the village gossip - which family's chicken sneaked into whose vegetable field to eat, which family's kid took a liking to the girl from another family...

Just like this, working and chatting at the same time not only did not delay anything, but also made the construction site feel lively. Chen Dejiang couldn't help but think of the lively scene of repairing water conservancy projects with the young men from his production team and the surrounding villages when he was younger.

At that time, I was working for the country, but now I am working for private individuals. Back then, I only received work points, but now I am paid in cash. Chen Dejiang couldn't figure out which one is better for a moment.

Unconsciously, it's almost time for lunch. Everyone can't help but guess what they will eat for lunch. "Today is the first day of work, we should have something good to eat, right? Last time when we built the house for the Materials Bureau, they made a stew with big bone soup. It was so delicious! I ate five steamed buns in one go!"

"Doing work for private individuals and doing work for the public sector are different. The employer has to spend money on these. I reckon he's probably reluctant to spend money, so even getting some spicy cabbage and shredded potatoes would be good enough!" someone muttered.

"Shouldn't it be here soon? I'm so hungry and weak! Hmm, what's that smell? It kind of smells like braised pork!" Standing at the windy spot, she couldn't help but sniff.

"Haha, you are dreaming about marrying a daughter-in-law - just thinking about good things. And braised pork, why don't you... hmm? It really does make one crave the taste of braised pork." The workers all set down their work and looked over in unison.
Chapter 81 Completion Bonus

"Make way, make way. Be careful not to spill the freshly stewed braised pork. My master personally went to the meat market this morning to select the best fatty meat, with a three-finger thick pork belly. If it weren't for my master's connections, ordinary people wouldn't be able to buy such good quality meat!" The chef in white clothes rode in on a tricycle.

The workers surrounded the three-wheeled cart, staring intently at the blanket covering it. Lin Lou jumped off the back of Yang Yanzhi's bicycle and said, "Everyone, you've worked hard coming all this way to help build the house. I don't have much to do, so I'll do my best to ensure you all eat well." With that, he lifted the blanket, revealing a large bucket of braised pork and white steamed buns underneath.

A strong and rich fragrance wafted through the air, causing the workers to squint their eyes and inhale deeply, savoring this rare experience. Then with a loud clatter, everyone rushed towards the east wing to get their own bowls and chopsticks.

"You guys think that this big bucket is all meat? The landlord's family doesn't eat this much, do they?" Chen Deshan said, swallowing saliva.

"What are you thinking? At most it’s just a thin layer of meat on the surface, the rest is all potatoes. But this stewed meat with potatoes is delicious too. This little boss is really kind-hearted!" Chen Dewang snorted, if it's all meat, how much money would that be? How many meat coupons?"

More people quietly took their bowls and chopsticks and rushed back. If they went there too late and there was no meat left, only potatoes, they would be so upset.

"There's enough for everyone, no need to push. Everyone line up and I'll serve you all!" Wang Gang, an apprentice in the school cafeteria, tapped on a wooden barrel with a ladle, directing them to line up. Then he scooped a ladle of glistening braised pork and poured it into Chen Debin's bowl.

"Wow! It's the first time I've seen a server not shaking when scooping food. Today, I've really broadened my horizons!" These people used to eat in the collective cafeteria, and the cafeteria chef used to shake like he had a stroke when scooping food. Even when serving just a few dishes, he would shake and tremble. It's the first time they've seen someone so steady.

"Don't rush, eat slowly, be careful not to choke. There's plenty of meat, come back for more after you finish eating, and take the steamed buns with you." Wang Gang took the chopsticks from Chen Debin, picked up three steamed buns from the steamed bun container, and handed them back.

"Delicious, so fragrant!" Chen Debin tore the steamed bun open, stuffed it with braised pork, and took a satisfying bite. The oil dribbled down his chin, but he didn't mind and exclaimed in a muffled voice.

Chen Dejiang and everyone else had finished eating, and only then did he pick up the bowl and chopsticks to go over. After finishing his meal, he suppressed his appetite and approached Mr. Lin, "Boss Lin, you're being too extravagant. We don't really need such good food. Just filling is enough. We are all from the same village, there's no need to be so particular!"

He's afraid that Linlou will not keep accounts properly, and will spend all the money on food, which will eventually lead to not being able to pay the workers. This would be a great loss for everyone. The main reason everyone comes out to work is still to make money.

"It's okay, I just want everyone to eat well, so they'll have the energy to work. You go ahead and eat first. I still have something to discuss with everyone after you finish eating."

Chen Dejiang went to eat on the side, Linlou said to Yang Yanzhi, "Thank you so much this time. Otherwise, how could I have gotten so much meat?"

Linlou approached Yang Yanzhi, and then Yang Yanzhi took him to the school's logistics department and gave a few packs of cigarettes to the staff there. After that, the school canteen took over the job of cooking for the workers. If Linlou had to figure things out on his own, he wouldn't have known where to start.

Of course, Lin didn't take advantage of the school much. He paid for everything he used, including the use of the school's procurement channels, kitchenware, and chef. However, this was already a big help for him. It's not easy for ordinary people to buy so much meat, but for Tsinghua cafeteria, it's a piece of cake. They consume meat and vegetables by the ton every day.

"It's just a small matter, but you're really generous with your money!" Yang Yanzhi looked at the brimming bucket of braised pork belly and sighed.

"If you want others to do a good job, you have to invest some money. We are not cheapskates! Come, I'll take you around and in the future, if you want to organize an event, you can come over. Just let me know in advance." They had already eaten, and Lin Lou took Yang Yanzhi around the yard. When they walked to a distant place, he nudged Yang Yanzhi's arm and said, "If you can't find a place to do something, you can also come over, but you'll have to bring your own sheets and covers!"

"What nonsense are you talking about," Yang Yanzhi's face flushed instantly. There weren't as many small inns near the university as there are in the future. Students who wanted to do something with their partners had nowhere to go. Sometimes they couldn't hold it in and had to go to places like small groves or parks. Yang Yanzhi had heard a lot of gossip like this in the student union.

"My brother has already told me that you and that person from the Literature Department are already together, right! He helped us so much, and I can only provide a place for them to have fun."

"When the time comes, you can come by yourself, I will avoid early, and you can't tell anyone about this matter. If it spreads, Lin Lou will lose face and those teachers will scold him to death. It's fortunate that Yang Yanzhi is cautious. If it were someone careless, he really wouldn't dare to tell them."

"Mhmm," Yang Yanzhi grunted in a mosquito-like voice, indicating that he indeed had the need.

"At that time, there will be a large grape arbor in the courtyard, where we can sit under the arbor, have a barbecue, drink beer, and talk about life and art... The roof of the second floor here is a large terrace, and underneath the terrace is the Qing River. If you're interested, you can also bring a fishing rod to fish..." As they walked, Linlou introduced to him the future appearance of the courtyard.

"This is so luxurious! If I had known earlier, I would have studied architecture too!" Yang Yanzhi listened with such enthusiasm, wishing the building could be finished by tomorrow...Ahem, he was not in a rush for that kind of thing.

After walking around, the workers had finished their meal. They were all sitting comfortably against the wall, patting their stomachs. When they saw Mr. Lin coming back, they warmly greeted him, "Mr. Lin is thoughtful. You just watch, after we finish this bag of cigarettes, we'll continue working!"

"Don't, it's not good for your stomach to work right after eating so much. It's better to take a break and digest for a while, we can start working at two o'clock, and it'll be okay." Lin hurriedly stopped them. Their stomachs were all bulging like that, it would be problematic if they started working immediately.

“If anyone dares to start working ahead of schedule, I will deduct their salary; in the evening, I have prepared dumplings for everyone, including pork and chive, pork and green onion, and pork and cabbage fillings, ensuring more than enough for everyone, with drinks available at the time... As long as we can ensure timely completion with good quality, the cost is completely worth it.”

"By the way, there's one more thing – I plan to set a completion bonus!"
Chapter 82: Rapid Progress

"Finishing a day early, each senior worker will be rewarded eight yuan, while each junior worker will be rewarded three yuan. Finishing two days early, the rewards will be sixteen yuan for senior workers and six yuan for junior workers... There will be no bonus for finishing ahead of schedule by five days or more." This time frame was also calculated by Linlou and is not the faster the better, otherwise various problems may arise due to rushing the schedule.

The workers immediately sat up. While they had heard of bonuses for completing work, actually receiving one was a first for them. "Boss, are you serious?"

"If I dare to tell lies, what will you do if you come to the school to find me?" Lin Lou smiled and said, "But the quality of this project must be guaranteed. Problems should not arise due to the rush to meet the deadline. Teacher Chen will also come over frequently to inspect. Even if you can deceive me, you can't deceive Teacher Chen!"

"Of course, Lin Boss, you can rest assured. If anyone dares to cause trouble, I'll make sure to give them a beating and send them back. They won't tarnish my younger uncle's reputation!" Chen Dejiang quickly expressed his position.

"Yeah, people from our Chen family wouldn't do such a thing. Boss, you provide meat to eat and bonuses to us. If we still don't work hard, then what are we?" Other workers also expressed their opinions.

It might be easy to deal with now, but in the future, those construction companies can do anything. Most of the problems in construction are due to construction issues, with at least 70% of the reasons originating in construction, and less than 10% due to design issues. Additionally, a large portion of the issues are due to the demands of the first party.

"This is good, and I want to make it clear that I trust everyone. Furthermore, I want to emphasize again that we need to get the work done as soon as possible, but safety must always be a priority. We must be very careful to avoid any accidents."During this period, the workers' safety awareness is still very weak, and the migrant workers who have just arrived in the city indeed lack discipline compared to the local workers."

"When working, all workers must wear safety helmets, and there must be protective measures for high-altitude construction. Sufficient rest time must be guaranteed every day, and construction cannot be carried out while fatigued..." Lin emphasized the previously mentioned content again, "Everyone is working so hard to earn money, so let's not incur losses due to carelessness."

"After the acceptance inspection, if there are no safety accidents, I have a safety construction award here, with two days' wages for each person. However, if there is any accident, the bonus will be forfeited. Therefore, everyone needs to monitor each other and comply with the rules. Whoever violates the regulations is essentially stealing money from your own pockets! Just stating it is not enough, deducting the bonus is the only way to make them pay attention."

“In the afternoon, senior students from the fourth year are coming here for internships. They are not as easy-going as me, so you must be careful.” In 1988, China started the pilot work of engineering supervision. In 1996, the engineering supervision system was fully implemented in the construction field, and now we still can't find any supervision companies.

However, the advantage of being in the architecture department is evident. Lin Building can invite fourth-year students to be responsible for this aspect of work. Although they are not majors in engineering supervision, they are basically capable of handling such small projects.

It's no wonder he's a college student, so sharp! After Mr. Lin left, the workers started discussing. This boss is generous, but also demanding, absolutely not easy to fool.

"Think about how we used to go out for odd jobs, always scraping by without much to eat. Even a simple dish of shredded potatoes felt like a luxury. We barely saw a drop of oil for days. Now Mr. Lin is so generous, making sure we're well-fed and even giving out bonuses. It's only right for him to have stricter rules. Besides, he's looking out for our well-being. No one wants to go back with missing limbs. Just think about the neighboring village where someone fell off the scaffold and ended up crippled!"

"Dewang, Debin, Deshan... you guys haven't found a wife yet. If anything happens, you won't even be able to find a wife!" Chen Dejiang reminded once again.

Then they went back to their rooms to take a short nap, and came out full of energy at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, ready to continue working vigorously.

Two senior students were wearing safety helmets and walking around on the construction site, working as supervisors. However, they couldn't find many problems after spending the whole afternoon inspecting. These people all have experience working on construction sites and are familiar with the procedures and safety regulations. It's just that the client used to be lenient in supervision, so they didn't bother too much. Now that there's a bonus incentive, they naturally feel nervous.

Sometimes, when someone forgets, the people around them will also remind them immediately. Just as Mr. Lin said earlier, if anyone violates the safety regulations, it's like taking money out of their own pockets. Who is willing to lose their bonus because of someone else's mistake?

The weekend arrived quickly, and Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and others came to visit again. When they arrived and saw the progress, they were shocked, "We came last weekend and the construction hadn't even started yet. How did the foundation get prepared so quickly, and the first floor is already built?"

"Xiao Lin is so generous! Did you see that? It's meat buns for lunch, other units wouldn’t be willing to spend on this! Just for this, my fellow villagers have to work harder too!" Chen Zhihua pointed at the wooden barrel on the tricycle.

"Little uncle, Boss Lin still won't let us work at night. Otherwise, we could light some torches and work for at least three more hours every day. By now, the first floor might have been completed!" Chen Dejiang said with regret in his voice, thinking about how much extra completion bonus they could earn if they could work at night.

"It's for your own good. It's pitch black at night, and if you're not careful, you might step into an empty space. You were all called out by me. If something were to happen to any of you, how could I face the village in the future?" Chen Zhihua also felt very satisfied with how Linlou was handled. Introducing opportunities is both a glory and a burden for the people in the village. Everyone is naturally happy to go back with money, but if something goes wrong, there will definitely be people blaming him."

While it's unlikely to say it to his face, it's also uncomfortable to gossip behind his back, especially since they are close relatives. He wouldn't feel good if someone in the family had a problem.

"Wow, the quality is quite impressive! The materials are solid, and the workmanship is meticulous," Feng Shaoping walked up and inspected the brick joints, then pinched some uncured cement and rubbed it in his hands. "Lao Chen, I made the right choice asking for your help this time."

"The senior students take turns to come and watch over us every day, but our family, the old Chens, are all honest people who don't engage in those nonsensical activities." A hint of a smile appeared at the corner of Chen Zhihua's mouth, showing that the villagers work well, and there was also a glow on his face.

"If we keep up this pace, we can finish before the end of the month. No, I have to go to the landscaping bureau later. We can't have everything finished here before my flowers and plants are ready!" Li Qingxi said anxiously.

"I also need to go to the power supply station and have them pull the power lines over," Jin Qiuxiang said.

Thank you for bringing it back to life, book friend 170810011652212, the speed is special, European leader, the reward of Ai Wen'er, seeking collection and recommendation.
Chapter 83 Simple Honest

"Will we be able to finish tomorrow? Do you think Mr. Lin will really give us the bonus he promised?" Lying in bed at night, everyone was having trouble sleeping. Despite the short time spent working, they had earned quite a bit of money; now the only thing to worry about was whether they would get paid as promised.

Hard work, difficulty in settling accounts, this is a problem that migrant workers have faced since coming to the city. Later, some even became skilled in using excuses to avoid payment. "Having difficulty with the funds recently. How about this: I've just bought a BMW, you can take it and use it to set off the account. It cost me 500,000, but I'll let you have it for 400,000."

The contractor almost cried when he heard this. Your BMW isn't newly bought, is it? It must have changed hands at least three or four times. It could now be sold for 300,000 at most, but he still dared not refuse. If he refused, he would lose even this opportunity.

Not long after driving back, without finding a buyer, the first party approached again, "It's quite inconvenient without a car. How about you return the car to me, and I'll give you 250,000?".

The car went back like this, constantly moving back and forth. In one year, it can earn him two new cars. The following year, he can drive a Rolls-Royce over. The construction team will tremble at the sight, who can withstand it if you have such an account!

"I don't think so. For over twenty days, Boss Xiao Lin has never short-changed us," said Chen Dejiang, patting his belly. "I've been eating fatty meat every day and have gained two pounds. Don't laugh at me, but now I'm starting to feel a bit scared of seeing meat. When I go back, I want your sister-in-law to make some pickled vegetables for me, and I'll have a couple of bowls of Korean noodle soup."

"I am too, when I go back to the village and tell them, they will definitely think we are bragging. Eating meat, are there times when we get tired of it?" There was a chorus of agreement in the dark room.

"You said, 'They've closed for over twenty days, they wouldn't still deduct our wages, would they?' Besides, isn't there still Xiao Shu? If he delays the payment, how can he have the face to attend Xiao Shu's class?" Chen Dejiang said so, but he was still skeptical in his heart. Wasn't he begging for mercy during the last settlement?"

It's considered good if you can settle it with cigarettes and alcohol. What's most unbearable is having to accompany them for meals and drinks. I had to get completely drunk several times before I could get the money back.

"Alternatively, tomorrow at noon when Manager Lin comes over, you could casually mention that even going to the bank to withdraw money takes time, right?" suggested Chen Dewang.

"Every day you oversee such good food, and the work isn't finished, but you're already asking for a raise, do you have any shame?" Chen Dejiang instinctively retorted, but the more he thought about it, the more frustrated he became. He simply pulled the blanket over his head and said, "Just sleep, just sleep, it's the last day already, let's finish the work first before talking about anything!"

The next day, when Linlou delivered the meals, without him having to prompt, they proactively said, "Everyone has worked hard during this period, the work has been done very well. After the inspection in the afternoon, I will distribute the wages and bonuses to everyone, and tomorrow morning, you will be able to take the money home!"

Lin Lou comes over almost every day to inspect. The construction quality has been maintained at a quite good level, and there are hardly any problems during the acceptance inspection. It's also a good opportunity for fourth-year students to practice acceptance inspection. With dozens of people working together, the job becomes much faster.

"Boss Lin is righteous!" Upon hearing this, a sense of relief washed over everyone, and smiles of ease once again graced their faces.

After eating, taking a short nap, still go to work at two o'clock. It only took a little over an hour to finish the work, but Chen Dejiang always felt something was not right. "Do you think there's anything else we haven't done?"

"Is it all gone? If there is any, they wouldn't go back, would they? They both said the work was finished," Chen Debin was referring to the two temporary senior students who served as supervisors.

"No, I always feel that something is not right!" Chen Dejiang paced back and forth in the yard with his hands behind his back. The wall was built, the floor tiles were laid, and the roof tiles were neatly arranged... everything seemed fine, but why do I always feel like something is still missing?

Huh? Chen Dejiang suddenly slapped his thigh and said, "Dewang, Debin, hurry back and borrow some brooms and dustpans. Let's sweep the yard for them."

"Brother Seven, the inspection is just to see if the house is built well, not about cleaning, right?" Chen Debin was still a bit unclear, as in the past, wasn't it just about the building being completed, and not about these things?

"That was in the past! Did you have so much meat to eat and so much bonus money when you were working before? Mr. Lin is kind to us, what's wrong with us sweeping the yard for him? Seeing a clean yard, doesn't it make him feel more comfortable?"

"Qige is right. I think we need to get a few more cloths. The railing is all dusty, we should help clean it." Chen Dewang wiped the railing with his hand.

"Borrow two more buckets, sweep it clean, then sprinkle some water to wash the courtyard," someone added.

"Let's go sell some firecrackers. Even though we're not moving, completing the project is still a happy occasion, isn't it?" Everyone is starting to think more and more about it.

So the workers who had just prepared to take a break got busy again. Some rushed to the temporary village to borrow tools, some started to inspect the upper and lower floors to see where needed to be cleaned thoroughly, and some simply picked up their towels and were planning to wipe the balustrade. They were scolded by Chen Dejiang before they wiped a few times, "What are you wiping now? You'll only collect dust when cleaning later."

After class, Hu Zhongping, Feng Shaoping, Li Qingxi, Chen Zhihua, and others all gathered at the school gate. They climbed up Lin building with a senior student responsible for the inspection.

"Isn't this too fast? We were discussing the details in the yard just last month, and now it's already completed this month?" Li Qingxi still can't believe it.

"Are you still not done with the seedlings? I've already arranged for the water and electricity here, so we can get it done next week!" Golden Autumn joked.

"I'll go over first thing tomorrow morning and get it planted the same day!" Li Qingxi also smiled, "On another note, if we provide the workers with enough meat for other projects every day, I'm sure we can finish early as well."

Everyone chatted and laughed as they walked along. As they approached, the group involuntarily slowed their pace. They saw Chen Dejiang standing at the front with the workers, all lined up neatly at the doorway. The courtyard inside and outside was spotlessly clean, and then firecrackers crackled and popped.

Li Qingxi unconsciously looked back and asked, "Is there a school leader coming over? I didn't receive any notification."

"Boss Lin, teachers, today the project is officially completed. Welcome everyone to inspect it!" Chen Dejiang greeted them in the manner of the former village head welcoming leaders from the county, gesturing with his right hand towards the courtyard.

Is this prepared for us? Linlou and all the teachers just realized, isn't this a bit too grand?
Chapter 84: I Just Want to Eat Some Pickles

"When can we start our own project? I mean, in the first year they are already able to design and complete their own projects." In the first floor room, Huang Xuan diligently inspects every area that is prone to issues while asking.

Xu Zhe, who is in the same class as him, put down his pen and looked up from the notebook, "After graduating, we will intern for a year, then be assigned to a unit, and follow the master for two years. It will take at least three years, right? And usually, at the beginning, we will be working on some very conventional projects. I have no idea how long it will take to express our own ideas."

"Let's go, this house is fine, let's go to the next place!" Walking to the door, Huang Xuan suddenly turned around and said, "Why do I always feel like something is not right? But I can't remember it for a moment. Do you have this feeling?"

"Yes, I always feel like there's something missing in this house. It's a bit different from the other new buildings we've inspected before. We've followed the teacher to inspect other projects before. But I just carefully looked at it, and besides being a bit cleaner inside and nothing much left of construction waste, there's nothing else, right?"

"Taste? I remembered!" Huang Xuan slapped his thigh. "We've checked several houses and didn't smell any urine odor. Could it be that these workers are specifically going to other places to use the bathroom?"

This will be a big problem in the future. No matter how high-end the project is, the need to take care of everyday matters will always exist. While in the middle of working, suddenly feeling the urge, just turn around and find a wall to take care of it. Who cares if this house will be the chairman's office or a billionaire's mansion in the future?

This is considered good. If the crane driver felt it, he might just open a gap and solve it in mid-air. If someone is unlucky enough to be passing by below, they would be really fortunate.

Chen Dejiang used to do the same, but since Linlou brought them braised pork, they felt bad about it and started taking care of personal hygiene before work each time. They try not to do these things while working, and if they really can't hold it, they will go far away and never dirty the house.

"Our junior schoolmate is amazing, managing the workers so well." After thinking it through, Huang Xuan also couldn't help but praise. This construction project not only has excellent quality, but also has such good sanitation conditions, which is really not easy."

The inspection was completed, and several groups of students summarized the information and handed it over to Linlou. During the construction, Linlou would come to inspect several times a day. Now with the inspection report as evidence, there naturally wouldn't be any problems, so he happily paid the wages to Master Chen Dejiang. "Master Chen, you first take a look, after that we can eat and drink. Everyone has worked hard during this period, so let's relax today."

"Eh." Chen Dejiang took the thick stack of banknotes happily, and after counting it with Chen Dewang three times, they realized that the amount seemed to be a little off. "Mr. Lin, it seems like there are fifty yuan extra."

"Oh, this fifty yuan is your bonus," Lin Lou said with a smile. Chen Dejiang has not yet withdrawn from the front line. He is receiving the wages of a laborer. In addition to his deserved wages and bonus, Lin Lou has given him an extra fifty yuan. The rapid and successful completion of the project is inseparable from Chen Dejiang's management ability, and this is what he deserves.

Pushed back and forth, Lin Lou was determined, but Chen Dejiang still accepted. Full of anticipation, he looked at Lin Lou and said, "Boss Lin, if there is any more work in the future, you must come to us again. We will definitely do it well for you."

After receiving their salaries, everyone was delighted to have a meal. The people at the scene were divided into two groups: Chen Dejiang led the workers to eat in the yard, while Linlou, teachers, and classmates were on the second-floor terrace, enjoying barbecue while discussing the next plan. "Now that the house is already built, when should we find an opportunity to invite Director Wu to come and have a look?"

Although the interior decoration is not yet complete, it does not have a big impact. Most of the necessary things have already been reflected. It would be a good idea to invite the big shots from the department to come and take a look.

The drawings and the actual object may not be the same. If you find a leader in the department and tell them that a freshman has made an architectural design proposal, the leader's first reaction will definitely be that young people should not aim too high. It's better to first lay a solid foundation.

If you tell him that a freshman has designed a courtyard, which has now been improved, and he wants you to come and take a look, he may still think that this young man is a bit too ambitious. However, out of curiosity, he will still come to take a look, especially since the project is not far from the school.

Just coming to see it will definitely enable one to understand the ingenuity of this quadrangle courtyard, such as being able to appreciate the design prowess of the Lin Building.

The commotion continued until around nine o'clock. Lin and the others went back to school, while Chen Dejiang and the others were already a bit tipsy. However, he reminded the others, "We can't just leave later. Let's clean up the courtyard before we go back to sleep!"

"By the way, Xiaoshanzi, you should go back first and tell the people in the village that we have received the money. We will be able to go home tomorrow noon. I really want to have a couple of bowls of corn porridge with pickled vegetables."

The next morning, Chen Dejiang bid farewell to his relatives in the village, settled the rent, and took a look at the courtyard with the people. After confirming that there were no issues, he set off for Chen Family Village with his uncles and brothers.

"Ah, why did the good job end so quickly? It would be great if we could work for another two months." They all knew that it was almost impossible to encounter such a generous boss again.

"After expressing regret, everyone again habitually started gossiping about Boss Lin's wealth at such a young age."

"It seems that there are no overseas relatives. I remember my younger uncle mentioning that he earned all this money by himself," This statement made Chen Dejiang lost in thought.

We chatted and laughed all the way, and before we knew it, we had arrived at the village entrance. Then we went our separate ways, each heading back to our own homes.

When Chen Dejiang arrived at the doorstep of his home, he smelled a familiar fragrance. His wife heard his footsteps and poked her head out of the kitchen, "You're back. Have a seat and rest for a while. It's almost ready here. I heard you were coming back, so I went to the village this morning and got a big piece of fat pork, specifically to make pork dumplings for you..."

Chen Dejiang was stunned, and I just wanted to eat some pickled vegetable and corn porridge. When a large bowl of meat dumplings was served, Chen Dejiang looked at it for a long time and didn't pick up his chopsticks. He has been a bit tired of eating dumplings these days.

Just pick up the bowl and bring it over to the wife and kids, "You two can have it, I'll go make some rice cakes for myself!"

Wife and children looked at each other, what's wrong with him?
Chapter 85 Let's Go and See

"Is Director Wu busy now?" Hu Zhongping asked as he arrived at the office door of Director Wu with a briefcase in hand. They used to call him Director Wu, but ever since he was elected as a member of the academic department earlier this year, everyone in the architecture department changed their way of addressing him. After all, there are department directors all over the country, but there are only about three hundred members of the academic department.

"Look at what you're saying, was Commissioner Wu not busy that day? Does Teacher Hu have something to attend to?" Commissioner Wu's secretary, Tian Tieyong, said with a smile.

"It's a small matter. There's a new project recently completed on the renovation of the traditional Chinese quadrangle courtyard. We'd like to invite Member Wu to come and take a look." Hu Zhongping did not mention that it was the work of a freshman, so the secretary was skeptical and he had to explain for a long time.

"Oh, this is the field that Commissioner Wu has been paying attention to. But I don't think our department has had this project recently, right? Is it already completed now?" Tian Tieyong became more cautious, flipping through the schedule. "You can go in now, but you can only stay for half an hour at most. Commissioner Wu has to go to the city for a meeting to discuss the Xiangshan Hotel after half an hour."

"Okay, no problem." Hu Zhongping had also inquired about the schedule of Member Wu before coming over. He knocked on the door, and upon hearing Member Wu's response, he pushed the door open.

"Xiao Hu is here. Have your teaching activities gone well this year? I noticed that almost all the works displayed on the corridor are from your students," Member Wu greeted and asked Zhuangping Hu to sit down, then came out from behind the desk and sat next to him.

“This is not because of me; it's mainly because Lin Lou has a good foundation,” Hu Zhongping started with this, shifting the focus onto Lin Lou. “Lin Lou not only has good hand-painted skills, but also has his own ideas in design.”

"Starting design work in the first year? Isn't it a bit early? Is his family in this industry?" Like other people, member Wu also regarded Lin as a child from an architectural family.

"That's not the case, but his mother is a college teacher, and he has been researching this area in the library since he was a child. He has a solid foundation in all aspects," said Hu Zhongping as he opened his briefcase and handed the design drawings to Commissioner Wu. "This is the project he designed, and it's already completed. I would like to invite you to visit."

"The distance is not far, it's just northeast of Liudaokou, next to Qinghe. Last time when I went to visit a friend in Beijing, he found that the population in the old courtyard has been increasing, and the original houses cannot meet the living needs anymore. However, demolishing all the old houses and building high-rise buildings will make the old Beijing lose its historical charm. So, the concept of 'organic renewal' has been proposed."

"Organic updates?" Member Wu also became very interested in this term.

"It is to follow the developmental laws within the city, conform to the structure of YC city, and seek the renewal and development of the city on the basis of sustainable development. The 'New Siheyuan' system is organically renewed, rather than rigidly replaced, in order to maintain the overall style and structure of the ancient city. It avoids the approach of completely demolishing and rebuilding, and instead uses the method of adding new elements to the old, with specific measures including preserving well-preserved siheyuan, demolishing and renewing the most dilapidated residences or courtyards, as well as repairing and renovating general old houses." Hu Zhongping reiterated the words spoken by Lin Lou to Member Wu that day.

"Using multiple layers instead of single layers to increase the plot ratio, while maintaining the style of the traditional courtyard houses and not disrupting the long-standing neighborhood relationships. This plan is good!" Member Wu nodded as she listened. "You said he is a freshman student? A freshman can produce such a high-quality design?"

I'm afraid that even if you were to design it, you wouldn't be able to do it so well, right? Commissioner Wu muttered in his heart. He was quite clear about the level of these young teachers in the architecture department.

“At that time, when I received the drawings, I didn't believe it either. But after calling Lin to discuss for a while, I found that his thinking was very clear, and he explained the cause and effect of the plan very clearly. Only then did I believe that he had indeed completed this project independently. Perhaps he does have a talent in this area!” said Hu Zhongping with a smile.

Commissioner Wu nodded slightly. He co-founded the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University with Liang Sicheng many years ago, and also studied with Le Corbusier in the United States. He has met many brilliant architectural masters and has a much greater tolerance for genius than the average person.

“Mies van der Rohe completed the Villa Tugendhat at the age of twenty, although architecture is an industry that heavily relies on experience. However, it's normal for a few geniuses to emerge. By the way, don't tell him these words, so as not to make him proud.”

"Are you saying that this project has already been completed? Did you help him apply for the funding?" Commissioner Wu asked carefully while studying the details of the blueprint.

"No, Xiao Lin's financial situation is quite good. He bought a house himself and did the renovation himself. I and Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, Chen Zhihua, and Feng Shaoping just helped a little!" Hu Zhongping quickly replied.

"Haha, you all rarely get a chance to practice, right?" Member Wu chuckled. He naturally understood the young teachers' eagerness for project practice. "But don't worry, in the future, there will definitely be more projects nationwide, and your participation will be indispensable. When suitable opportunities arise, I will also help fight for your involvement."

These are all talented young people he values. It would be a shame if they were only responsible for teaching classes. After all, architecture is an applied discipline. Without experiencing several projects, how can they be trained?

Then, Member Wu pointed to the drawings and asked about various details. Most of them could be answered by Hu Zhongping, but ultimately it was not his own work. In some details, he inevitably did not understand as thoroughly as Lin Lou, the person involved, and there were occasional stumbles.

"Commissioner Wu, you should head to the city for a meeting!" It wasn't until the secretary knocked on the door that Commissioner Wu was awakened from his drawings.

"Time flies so fast?" Member Wu was stunned for a moment, holding the blueprint with some reluctance. This design aligns closely with many of his ideas, giving him a sense of having found a like-minded soul.

"Zhongping, why don't you leave the drawings with me first, and I'll continue to review them in the car." Member Wu thought for a moment. "I have a meeting in the city this morning to discuss the plan for Xiangshan Hotel, and in the afternoon, I need to go to the institute to discuss the overall urban planning for Beijing. I probably won't be back until after dinner. If it's convenient, let's go to the site together after dinner."

"No problem, Lin and I will wait for you here!" Hu Zhongping immediately agreed.

After class in the afternoon, Hu Zhongping, Lin Lou, Feng Shaoping, Li Qingxi, and others went to the cafeteria to have dinner together, then they all arrived at the entrance of the Department of Architecture and waited together.

Around 7:30, Commissioner Wu's car finally arrived. Seeing Commissioner Wu getting out of the car, Lin, who was slightly nervous, knew that this was the moment to win the favor of the department commissioner.
Chapter 86: Recruitment

"Sorry, I may have taken too long. Did I keep you waiting for a while?" Despite his seniority and position, Commissioner Wu is not the least bit arrogant.

After exchanging pleasantries, Member Wu's gaze fell on Lin. "You must be Lin, right? Your proposal is very impressive. Let's go to the site and take a look."

A group of people arrived at the entrance of the courtyard. Li Qingxi and others automatically gave their positions closest to Commissioner Wu to Lin Lou, allowing him to explain. Even though it was nighttime, the courtyard was already electrified. The central lighting illuminated the entire yard brightly. Commissioner Wu held a drawing and compared it to the courtyard, occasionally asking Lin Lou, "Tell me, how did you come up with this design?"

"When I was looking up information in the library before, I occasionally came across a theoretical model," Hu Zhongping had already repeated to Lin Lou what he had said to Commissioner Wu in the morning, so there was no need to repeat what he had said.

In mathematics, there is a theory called the Fyner Square principle, where the area of each ring is equal to the area of the central square. Based on this, the architectural department of the University of Cambridge conducted a comparison of residential forms and residential density, concluding that in the case of the same building depth and number of floors, the plot ratio of courtyard-style residential buildings can be 5 times that of tower-style residential buildings and 1.67 times that of row-style residential buildings. They proposed that courtyard-style, inner courtyard-style, and peripheral-style residential forms are more effective in utilizing land.

"So in the process of land development, the ground floor does not equal low density. Compared with the current residential communities dominated by multi-story buildings, the new courtyard housing model can achieve a 1.5 plot ratio with half the number of floors, and also provides residents with the convenience and scale of low-rise housing. By arranging the buildings in a four-sided enclosure, it not only achieves the goal of saving land but also creates a suitable scale of living space."

"According to this theory, by calculating and increasing the height of the siheyuan, the average living space per person for the original residents can be doubled, meeting their residential needs without destroying the traditional style of the siheyuan. This still preserves the features of old Beijing architecture and continues the ancient city's appearance. In fact, the floor area ratio of these new siheyuans is no higher than that of multi-story buildings."

The plot ratio refers to the ratio of the total construction area to the net land area of a neighborhood. For example, if a neighborhood covers an area of 10,000 square meters and has a construction area of 20,000 square meters, then the plot ratio is 2.

The plot ratio of multi-story residential complexes is generally between 0.8 and 1.5. However, for this new type of quadrangle courtyard, the plot ratio is between 1.2 and 1.6, which is even higher than that of ordinary multi-story buildings. This ensures a high land utilization rate. After the 1980s, multi-story buildings still accounted for a large proportion of residential properties in Beijing for a long time.

"Looking at a single courtyard, your project has indeed achieved these aspects. However, have you considered that traditional quadrangle courtyard houses in Beijing's old city areas are typically connected as a cluster of buildings? While it may be feasible to tackle a single courtyard, can this model be replicated on a large scale?" Commissioner Wu asked, taking a turn around the courtyard and then moving from downstairs to upstairs and back downstairs again.

"Wu, Mr. Lin is only a freshman. Although he has self-studied a lot before and has a good foundation, this question seems to be related to urban planning, which I don't think Lin has learned yet, right?" Hu Zhongping knew that this question was not easy to answer, fearing that Mr. Lin would make a mistake, so he came to help him out.

"It's okay, this is not an exam. Just chat freely! Xiaolin, don't be nervous either. Just say whatever comes to your mind! Your project design is good, very innovative. Leave the blueprints with me, I'll show them to the others at the next meeting." Commissioner Wu has been concerned about the preservation of the ancient city of Beijing since the 1970s and is an important figure in the relevant committee.

Linlou took out a pen and began to draw on his notebook. "The courtyard houses and roads in the old city of Beijing form a layout resembling a fishbone. As a traditional architectural form where Beijing residents have lived for generations, the neatly arranged courtyards form a network of interconnected hutongs, giving rise to hutong culture and shaping the urban heritage of old Beijing."

"This is a very rigorous structural spatial system, so for such a form, its order should be preserved in the new building, and its complete system should be maintained in the new construction; during the renovation process, the principle of systematic renovation and construction should also be followed to maintain the integrity of this area."

"But it should not completely imitate the original appearance; instead, it should extract the prototype of the traditional spatial form and create a new living environment with new materials and concepts, while solving some current problems; for example, the load-bearing capacity of reinforced concrete is better than that of wooden pillars and blue bricks, and can be used to build higher siheyuan."

"In terms of overall layout, more depth can be added to emphasize the concept of 'entering' in the courtyard. Between the courtyards, channels can be used as a framework to organize the development of several 'entering courtyards' from north to south, and different 'crossing courtyards' from east to west."

"Without setting up any form of fences along the street, the area is interconnected through a fishbone-like network of alleys, allowing unrestricted access to each courtyard unit. This integration of the neighborhood's lanes and walkways with the city's road system forms a dense network of roads, effectively reducing traffic congestion along the periphery of the block."

"At certain locations, pedestrian bridges can be used to connect two courtyards, making the entire building more convenient, thus breaking through the traditional enclosed structure of the Beijing quadrangle courtyard."

Lin Lou was sketching on the paper while explaining to Member Wu. Originally, Hu Zhongping and others were just smiling and listening beside them, but their expressions gradually became serious, and even took out paper and pen to start recording.

As for Commissioner Wu, the smile on his face is increasing, and his gaze towards Linlou has become softer. These issues have been considered by him many times, and the solutions he has thought of are quite similar to those of Linlou.

"Ah, I'm getting old and my eyesight isn't as good as it used to be. I can't see many details when I come over at night. Xiao Lin, tomorrow at noon, don't take a nap and come over to keep this old man company and take a look." Commissioner Wu pinched his nose and said.

Lin Lou naturally wouldn't refuse. On the way back, Commissioner Wu called him into the car again and continued to ask various questions. When they arrived at the school gate and Lin Lou was about to get off the car, Commissioner Wu asked, "Xiao Lin, it's obvious that your foundation is very solid. The courses in the freshman year should be very easy for you, right? So, do you have any interest in helping me with some things in your spare time?"

"It's my honor to learn from you!"
Chapter 87: Choosing a Direction

Architecture is an industry that combines art and science. Just like other art industries, there are big shots willing to mentor, which can make the future path smoother.

In the field of science, as long as you make great achievements, you don't need to publish them. Just post them on preprint websites and you can cause a sensation in the academic community. After proving the Poincaré conjecture, the Russian mathematician Perelman did just that, and it didn't delay him from winning the Fields Medal.

But in the field of art, there is no single answer. Whether your architectural design can be recognized, a large part of the say is held by these big shots. If the big shots say your design is not suitable, you can't argue.

The first female Pritzker Prize laureate, the female mastermind Zaha Hadid, entered the Metropolitan Office in 1977 to engage in architectural design. However, her imaginative and surreal style was not well-received in the architectural community, so it was not until 1993 that she completed her masterpiece, after nearly 20 years of painful waiting.

If it weren't for the International Architecture Competition held in Hong Kong in 1982, during which the architect Jizaki Shin in RB had the vision to dig her proposal out of the wastepaper basket and awarded her first prize, it would have undermined her confidence in continuing in this profession, and perhaps the female mastermind would have been forgotten by the public.

In fact, in the field of architecture, there is more than just one talented architect like Zaha. Unfortunately, most people have not met a patron like Kisho Kurokawa, and in the end, they either fall into mediocrity or simply drop out of the industry.

Lin Lou has now gained recognition from Commissioner Wu through his own work, which undoubtedly sets a good precedent for himself. Being able to work alongside a member of the architectural academic committee and a domestic architectural master at such an early stage in his career will greatly benefit him in terms of reputation building and networking.

Many well-known manga artists, such as Inoue Takehiko and Oda Eiichiro, often start as assistants before becoming successful. Similarly, starting as an assistant is also a shortcut for architects. The most difficult thing for beginners is to get projects. If Linlou hadn't earned some money to design and build by himself, he wouldn't have known how long he would have to wait to get started.

At this stage of being a committee member, it's no longer him seeking out projects, but rather projects seeking him. Aside from personally designing major projects, there are numerous projects each year that he can't handle but can't easily refuse. These projects are often delegated to students or assistants. If he seizes these opportunities, he can climb the ladder of success and quickly make a name for himself in the domestic architectural industry.

It seems like the beginning is good. Hopefully, when it reaches Commissioner Wu, he can seize the opportunity. Lin watched Commissioner Wu's car leave, and with a happy mood, he walked towards the dormitory.

In the dormitory building, Liu Di was also filled with joy. Wang Hui looked at him with envy and said, "Liu Di, you are only a freshman and you already have the opportunity to work on a project with Teacher Wu. We estimated that we would have to wait until our senior year for such an opportunity. This time, you are one step ahead of us!"

"Liudí has been exposed to these things since childhood and has a strong foundation. Unlike us, who only started learning the basics in college. Even if we ask the teacher for help now, we probably wouldn't know what to do, right?" Li Haipeng, who lived in the same dormitory, envied it, but remained calm. "So, let's make sure to focus on laying a good foundation for now!"

"Brothers, don't worry. Once I've gotten to know Teacher Wu better, I'll definitely inform you first when there's an opportunity." Liu Di maintained a reserved smile on his face. In fact, it was his family who helped to secure this opportunity. His father and Teacher Wu were classmates at a training class half a year ago. This time, when his father came to Beijing on a business trip, he took Liu Di to visit Teacher Wu's home and used this relationship to get him into Teacher Wu's team.

"We'll be counting on you then!" Now that half of the first semester of college has passed, they gradually understood some of the situations in the architecture field, realizing how crucial it is to be ahead of others.

"In terms of being able to follow the teacher to do projects, in our two classes, only Liu Di is doing it now, right? In this regard, Liu Di, you have completely outshined Lin Lou! Despite his enthusiasm for drawing, he even came up with design drawings, but no teacher has taken notice, right?" Wang Hui knew what Liu Di cared about the most, and since there was an opportunity now, naturally he wanted to praise him."

They still don't know that the Lin Building project has been completed. Lin Building is well aware of the current situation. It's not necessarily a good thing for a student to have so much money to build a building, so they decided to temporarily conceal it from Hu Zhongping and others. They have also reminded those in their own dormitory, so they still think that the design drawings submitted by Lin Building have not been followed up.

Liu Di straightened her back, ready to say something to show off her generosity, but then she heard cheers coming from the neighboring dormitory. "Wow, Lin Lou, you're amazing! Are you following Member Wu to do some work?"

The smile on Liudi's face instantly froze, and the laughter of the others also came to an abrupt halt. Wang Hui glanced at Liudi, then coughed twice and climbed down from the top bunk, saying, "I'll go check next door."

After about ten minutes, Wang Hui came back from the Lin building dormitory. "Wu Committee was impressed with the design from Lin building last time, and just now he asked him to do something for his own team."

"Are we talking about a department committee member? Don't they have enough staff to handle it? Do they really need a freshman to help?" Li Haipeng's face was full of disbelief. Before he had any contact with those foreign masters, department committee members were considered the ultimate authority in the academic world in his eyes. As a student at Tsinghua University, Li Haipeng also envisioned that one day he might work on a project with a department committee member, but he never thought someone in their first year could achieve that.

"Has Commissioner Wu ever approached a freshman student before?"

"No, not even undergraduate students are in short supply. If you want to join Wu's team, you must at least be a graduate student! And you have to be the top kind." The topic in the dormitory quickly turned to Lin building.

Although they share the same last name, Mr. Wu and Commissioner Wu are quite different. Mr. Wu is not even an associate professor now, while Commissioner Wu is one of the towering figures in the domestic architectural community, and one of the highest among them. Working in Mr. Wu's team as an intern and in Commissioner Wu's team are undoubtedly worlds apart.

"Maybe Commissioner Wu just saw that he has a lot of free time and asked him to help out temporarily? I doubt he'll be able to do anything professional there, at most just some errands like fetching water and sweeping the floor." This was Wang Hui's only way to comfort Liu Di.

"I guess so. The new college graduates who have been assigned to my dad's unit all have to start from these positions!" Liu Di's hope surged again.

At the same time, Lin Lou explained to the inquiring classmates while pondering an important question: "Which direction should I choose when I go to Commissioner Wu's place?"
Chapter 88 Clinging to Thighs

The influence of Committee Wu spans across multiple fields. In the field of architectural education, he co-founded the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University with Liang Sicheng, and has published many widely-used textbooks in domestic architectural education, making him a prominent figure in this field.

In the field of urban planning, in response to the characteristics of large scale, fast speed, and wide involvement in the construction process in China's urbanization process, Committee Member Wu has established the science of human settlement environment and developed a set of spatial planning and design methods and practical models with human settlement environment construction as the core. This has been widely recognized in the international architectural community. Successfully applying the theory of human settlement environment science, research and practice have been conducted in various scales and types of planning and design including regional urban and rural areas, architecture, and landscaping.

Now, he has already begun to lead the revision of the overall urban planning of Beijing. In the future, he will also preside over several major urban development and urban planning research projects, including the study of the history and development of cities in NT city, the research on the urban spatial development strategy of Tianjin, the research on the urban spatial development strategy of Beijing, the research on the urban spatial development strategy of LY city in SD province, the research on the urban spatial development strategy of XZ city in JS province, the spatial development planning of Changwu District in JS province, the county-level planning of Wuxi County in JS province, the spatial development planning of WX city in JS province, the spatial development planning of SZ city and Suzhou area in JS province, and the outline of the overall urban planning of ZJG city in JS province.

In the field of architectural design, the individual has led and participated in the design of various significant projects, such as the new building of the Beijing Library, the expansion plan for Tiananmen Square, the campus planning and design for the Central Academy of Fine Arts, the planning and design for the Confucius Research Institute, Tai Shan Museum in TA City, Jinling Dream of Red Mansions Museum in NJ City, Nantong Museum in JS Province, urban design in JN City, the transformation plan for the old city area of the White Pagoda Temple in Beijing, the Confucius Research Institute in Qufu, the preliminary plan for the expansion and renovation of the China History Museum, and the renovation of Ju'er Hutong old buildings into new Siheyuan-style homes in BJ City.

In addition, he has made outstanding contributions in various fields such as engineering practice, academic development, and preservation of ancient architecture. It can be said that Wu has played a significant role in several areas of the domestic architectural industry.

Many of the scientists of this generation span across multiple fields, which is also determined by the times. During their formative years, China was a blank slate in most scientific research fields, urgently needing to be filled. Exceptionally talented individuals like Mr. Wu inevitably bear a lot of pressure.

However, nowadays, it is more difficult to simultaneously cover multiple fields like Mr. Wu. Firstly, after several decades of development, although there is still a big gap from the international advanced level today, it is not easy to completely understand the accumulation of these decades, which requires a lot of energy. Secondly, many talents have been cultivated in these decades, and the generation of Linlou does not need to work as hard as Mr. Wu and his generation. They just need to choose their own field of expertise for deep cultivation.

However, since I have been reborn, wouldn't it be a waste to only focus on one area? Architecture design is indeed my dream, but the extra experience gained over the next few decades about the future can be applied to more than just architecture design.

Leaving aside other matters, the urban planning issues emerging in China in the coming decades are personally experienced by Linlou. The various urban problems that arise in the later stages of urban development are deeply resented by almost everyone living in large cities.

The most obvious problem is the traffic congestion in big cities. During the initial urban planning, planners did not anticipate the rapid urbanization and economic development in China, leading to significant oversights in this aspect. During rush hours in the morning and evening, people stuck in traffic only want to curse.

When Lin Lou thought about this, he recalled a long-standing joke in the urban planning community. In the 1980s, a deputy mayor of a certain city expanded the main road into an eight-lane two-way road during the city's infrastructure construction period, causing strong local opposition. People said, "There are only a few cars on the road now, why did you widen the road so much? Isn't this a waste of labor and resources?"

Later, because of this incident, the deputy mayor involved was sent to prison. After serving his sentence and being released, he took a taxi and drove through the main road that he had previously overseen construction on. The taxi driver angrily cursed and complained about the narrow road that caused daily traffic jams. It is said that the deputy mayor burst into tears in the taxi.

Even if I can't cross multiple fields like Mr. Wu, at least in these two fields, I can achieve something. I feel a bit reluctant to give up the Lin building.

But it's too early to say all of this now. Let's wait until we see Mr. Wu to assess the situation. At least from the conversation today, it seems like he hasn't thought about helping me determine the direction. The questions he asked included both about architectural design and urban planning. My answers were all fairly good. He should also be hesitant.

If that's the case, as long as I continue to maintain a high level of proficiency in both areas, the rest seems to fall into place naturally.

Just when Lin Lou was in a dilemma about the future development direction, Chen Dejiang, who returned home, was also not asleep. He sat in the hall, gazing at the dry tobacco, staring straight outside.

"Hey, hubby, what's wrong with you? Everything went so smoothly this time when you were out, didn't it? With the money you earned this time, plus what you saved before, it's almost enough to build another house. We won't have to worry about a place for our son's marriage in the future! Look around, how many families in the surrounding area are living a better life than us? So, what are you still worried about?" Chen Dejiang's wife was somewhat puzzled.

"Ah, what's the use of my meager earnings? You've never been out, so you don't understand how different things are nowadays. Our current situation may seem fine for now, but if we don't plan ahead, we'll be left far behind in the future!" After toiling for a whole month, I only managed to earn this little bit. After paying the village's land lease fee, I only have around a hundred yuan left."

This money sounds like a lot, but compared to those in Beijing, it's nothing at all. Some families can easily come up with over ten thousand RMB to buy a house, and then spend another ten thousand RMB on renovations.

Why can they all make a fortune selling bell-bottoms and sunglasses on the street, with thick stacks of cash easily pulled out from their pockets... while I can only manage to earn hard-earned money?

Am I going to do something too? But what should I do? I have no connections or resources. It seems like I can only do manual labor... As Chen Dejiang was in a dilemma, he suddenly remembered what his grandfather had said years ago, that it's okay if he doesn't have the ability, he can hold onto the legs of someone capable, as long as he chooses the right person, he will be stronger than an ordinary person.

Then Chen Dejiang's mind conjured up the figure of Linlou, a person with absolute ability, right?
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"I'll be out for a few days." The next morning, Chen Dejiang took out his best clothes, tidied up and prepared to leave. He was always the kind of person who acted on impulse, or else he wouldn't dare to go out with the young people from the village while others were still in the wait-and-see stage.

"I've just finished being busy, and now you want to go out again? Is there more work to do? But..." His wife, Liu Shufen, was a bit puzzled. The winter wheat in the fields had just sprouted, and there was still farming work to be done.

"Well, I'll go take a look and see if I can find some work," Chen Dejiang said, not wanting to worry his wife. "If I don't find anything, I'll come back in a couple of days. It won't delay the work in the fields."

"Don't worry too much about things at home. There's not that much land anyway, I can put in a little more effort and get it done. Besides, we also have Deshan and Dewang, right?" Since the man had made up his mind, Liu Shufen wanted him to worry a little less.

"You can take care of the child at ease, I'll be in the field. If I can't come back, I'll leave a message for Deshan and the others. I'm leaving, take care of the family." Chen Dejiang finished packing and strode out of the village.

Walked to the village entrance and looked at the old ginkgo tree. No one in the village knows how old this tree is, but the elderly say it has been there since the first generation of the Chen family settled here. In the past, it even became the guardian deity of Chen Family Village. The tree would be adorned with red and colorful decorations, and young people from Chen Family Village would burn incense and pay respects before leaving to explore the world.

When his grandfather went to Beijing to work as a helper, that's how he did it. I don't know if it was the blessing of the old ginkgo tree, but his grandfather soon met a noble person shortly after entering the city. After decades of hard work, he became the shopkeeper. After returning to the village in his old age, their family also became one of the leading families in Chen Village thanks to his grandfather's accumulation.

If it weren't for his father squandering the family fortune on eating, drinking, gambling, and womanizing, Chen Dejiang might have become the young master of the landowner. Nevertheless, it's fortunate in a way because Chen Dejiang's family wasn't impacted much after the liberation, and he even became the production team leader.

Since the liberation, the villagers didn't dare to do this anymore. The red cloth on the tree branches disappeared and the incense burners vanished from under the trees. Chen Dejiang looked around, saw no one, knelt down secretly and knocked his head three times to the gingko tree, silently praying in his heart, "Old master, please bless me to make a good connection when I go out this time, so that our family can become prosperous. I will definitely offer a thanksgiving ceremony to the old master when the time comes..."

After making a quick wish, Chen Dejiang quickly got up, patted the soil on his knees, and walked towards Tsinghua University. By the time it was almost lunchtime, he finally arrived at the school gate.

After Lin finished his class and was ready to go back to the dorm to drop off his books, he ran into Chen Dejiang as soon as he arrived downstairs, who was coming to greet him.

"Uncle Chen, why are you here?" Lin was puzzled. "The project is all done, and the accounts have been settled. There shouldn't be any business for you here."

"I went into the city to buy some things, and coincidentally the red dates from our village that were just dried this year are ready, so I wanted to bring you some to try! The red dates from our village are also famous around Beijing, with large size and small pit, thin skin and sweet flesh. You should try them." Chen Dejiang handed the small cloth bag to Linlou. Since he was asking for help, he couldn't come empty-handed, this was also something he learned from his grandfather.

"Oh, then I must thank you!" Lin Lou took a taste and found it quite delicious. So, he accepted it, asked Chen Dejiang to wait downstairs, went upstairs to get some money and the lunch box, and then went to the cafeteria with Chen Dejiang.

During the meal, Lin Lou could clearly sense that Chen Dejiang was preoccupied. After finishing their meal, Lin took a walk with him around the school. "Uncle Chen, I probably won't have much work for a short period of time, but if there are carpenters in your village, there might be some renovation work available in the future!"

He thought Chen Dejiang wanted to keep taking on projects, but he had almost spent all the money he had saved up before. He needed to wait a bit for the renovation, not to mention other projects. Besides, it's not reasonable for an architect to always use their own money to build houses. How many directors do you see using their own money to make big films?

"That's a great relationship, when the time comes, I'll have the village carpenter come to you with just one word from you. They are all old craftsmanship passed down from our ancestors, it will definitely be no problem!" This is also a gain, but it is still far from meeting Chen Dejiang's needs.

"What type of wood are you planning to use? We have some good walnut trees in our village, which would be great for making furniture. If you want to find some old furniture, I can help you collect some." Chen Dejiang had learned a lot from his grandfather in the old days and knew the value of old furniture. He was afraid that Linlou might not agree, so he even brought up the secrets of old furniture.

This can be done. How expensive redwood, sandalwood, and rosewood furniture will be in the future. They are very cheap now. Anyway, we have a house now, so we can definitely stock up some.

I don't have time and it's not convenient for me to go out and collect it myself. Chen Dejiang seems to understand the ins and outs, so it's quite suitable to ask him to help me. However, Lin did not immediately agree, but instead stopped and turned back to look at Chen Dejiang, "Uncle Chen, are you just passing by today?"

"I knew I couldn't keep it from you!" Chen Dejiang showed a simple and honest smile. "I came this time to thank you for taking care of us, and also to ask for your help, to show me a way out. You are knowledgeable and capable, and you surely know what would be most suitable for someone like me."

"Please don't rush to respond, I know it's a bit presumptuous of me, even if you don't agree, it's understandable." When Chen Dejiang came, he was mentally prepared. His grandfather knelt at the master's door for three days and nights just to be accepted as a student. Though Chen Dejiang wasn't planning to kneel, he also didn't expect things to be easily resolved as soon as he arrived.

And just now, after chatting with Lin for so long, he feels that he has gained a lot. "You go ahead with your work, I won't disturb you. I'll come find you again in a few days!"

Without waiting for Linlou's response, Chen Dejiang quickly left. His steps seemed much lighter. It seems that Boss Lin likes old furniture. This is good. I'll bring over a few sets of good ones later, and it should be easier to ask for help then.

When he went back, Chen Dejiang purposely took a walk around the quadrangle, thinking about what kind of furniture would be more suitable for this type of house. It's lucky to have a good grandfather, otherwise, I wouldn't understand any of this.

After reading it, Chen Dejiang went back to the village, preparing to buy a few sets of good furniture for Lin Lou. Lin Lou, on the other hand, didn't have the heart to think about Chen Dejiang's matters for the time being. He was about to report to Commissioner Wu.

At the door of Commissioner Wu's office, state your name, and Tian Tieyong smiled and said, "Oh, it's classmate Xiao Lin. Please go in, Commissioner Wu is waiting for you inside!"
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As we entered, the office was packed to the brim, but despite the large number of people, it was orderly. Groups of three to five people stood together, each in their own space, and it didn't seem chaotic.

"Xiao Lin is here. Let's all get to know each other. This is Xiao Lin, a freshman in the architecture department of our school. The project you are discussing now was proposed by Xiao Lin. Later, we will go to the site together." Commissioner Wu greeted Xiao Lin as he approached.

"Hello, junior brother. I am Zhong Jintai from the 59th batch. I am now working on the Beijing urban planning project with our teacher." A middle-aged man in his forties extended his right hand first.

"Hello, Mr. Zhong!" He is also a well-known figure in the industry, who has been dedicated to urban planning. He will hold important positions in several national planning committees in the future, and has been involved in the planning of many cities in China.

"I am Zhang Fengwen. I am currently working with Commissioner Wu on the design of the new library in BJ City. Xiao Lin, your innovative design of the courtyard is very clever, achieving a harmonious unity of people, environment, city, and nature. It's truly impressive to have such a high level of skill as a freshman. At your stage, I couldn't even draw a good architectural sketch!"

"Hello, Mr. Zhang! I am just a humble person. The movie theater project you designed in Hengchuan City is truly a classic work, especially the new type of structure that is completely exposed, and the continuous vaulted shell at the entrance is artistically treated, showcasing the new architectural style brought about by the new structure. It can be called a classic architectural work of the 1960s!"

This artist's work has been featured multiple times in "Chinese Modern Architectural History," and has won numerous domestic architectural awards. Lin Lou selected one of his completed masterpieces and praised it with a few words.

"Haha, that's all in the past. I haven't produced any good works in the past few years. I feel like I've let down Commissioner Wu's nurturing!" Zhang Fengwen laughed heartily, Linlou's words really hit a sore spot for him.

"Being able to adopt such bold designs in that era, Xiao Zhang, you still have a lot of courage. It was because I saw this spirit in you that I brought you over. For this, the Hengchuan City has filed many complaints against me!" Commissioner Wu said with a smile. He has always been unconventional in his hiring, not confining his choices to talent from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University.

"In recent years, the lack of progress is due to your current mindset being stuck in a bottleneck. However, there's no need to worry. After completing this project, go abroad to study and observe the latest trends and dynamics of foreign thinking. When you come back, you will be different!" Commissioner Wu cares a lot about the progress of these people and will try to create conditions for them to break through themselves.

"I don't need to introduce myself, right? Xiaolin is still taking my class. Besides substituting for classes, I'm currently helping Commissioner Wu search for materials, preparing for the compilation of the English version of 'Outline of Ancient Chinese Urban History.' I heard your English is good. If you have time, could you help me translate some materials?" Zhang Fengtong is a teacher of "Ancient Chinese Architectural History."

In the future, he will also become an authority in the field of architectural history. Most of the domestic architectural departments in China use his work, "The History of Ancient Chinese Architecture," as their textbook.

The rest of the people also introduced themselves one after another, most of whom are expected to become prominent figures in the architecture industry in the future. Among those that Linlou knew, the least accomplished one was the head of the architecture department at a university.

Listening to their self-introductions, Lin couldn't help but think of a line from a poem, "With great scholars conversing in good humor, there are no commoners in their midst." Today's scene in the office indeed reflects this line.

I'm just starting out now, and if I can stay in Commissioner Wu's team, I won't have any problem becoming a professor at a university in the future. But my goal is not just that.

"Okay, now that we all know each other, let's go and take a look at Xiaolin's project. It's more direct to see the site in person than just looking at the drawings." With the introduction concluded, the group of people marched towards the courtyard.

Lin Lou led them in for a tour, constantly explaining to them. He knew that this visit was not just a simple meeting, but also a kind of test to see if he could gain their approval. It all depended on Lin Lou's ability. Chairman Wu, after all, was getting older and had many things to deal with on a daily basis. In the future, he would spend more time interacting with these people.

"Xiao Lin, it seems like some of the layouts in here are a bit small. Why not make them bigger? With larger space, people would be more comfortable living here, wouldn't they?" Zhang Fengwen asked.

Wenxuan thought about their family's large courtyard, where a total of six households and 23 people lived, with an average living area of only 5.2 square meters per person. Furthermore, the household income was relatively average. This large courtyard is very representative, as in the old Beijing city, almost all the people who live in large courtyards are like this. If a single household has a too large area, I'm afraid not many people can afford to live in it.

"So when I was designing, I grasped two principles for this situation. First, using ordinary materials, the cost cannot be high. Second, the area cannot be too large. The usable area for each household is 45, 70, and 90 square meters respectively, so that middle-income families can afford it. After the transformation, the per capita housing area has reached more than 10 square meters, which is twice the original size, basically meeting the living needs of the residents," explained Linlou.

"Your vision is still a bit short-sighted. You only see one household, but our classmate Xiao Lin has his eyes set on the entire old city of Beijing!" These people were all old acquaintances, and Zhong Jintai joked without any reservation.

"Xiao Lin, in your opinion, what kind of place in the LC area do you think would be suitable for a pilot reform project?" Zhong Jintai also began to ask.

"I've only been in Beijing for a little over two months, so I'm not very familiar with the specific situation in the LC area. I need to carefully visit a few typical places before I can give an answer, but there are some cases that could be referenced."

"During the reconstruction of Paris' Parc de la Villette and the old city on the south bank of the canal, the starting point they chose was not the liveliest or busiest place, but the deteriorating neighborhoods."

"The residents in declining areas have an urgent need for improved living conditions. There would be much less resistance to piloting there. If successful cases can revitalise already declining areas, it will make future redevelopments much smoother. Taking into account land prices, it is more reasonable to start the redevelopment from declining areas."

They spent the whole afternoon in the yard, with people coming to ask Linlou questions from time to time. Linlou answered each question until it was almost time for dinner. On the way back, Commissioner Wu mentioned two things, "Xiaolin, when you get back, organize your thoughts and write down the design ideas for this proposal. I will help you submit it to the editor of the "Journal of Urban Planning"."

"Also, I can see that you have some ideas about architectural design and urban planning. Which direction do you actually want to pursue?"
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"Can you write the paper? If not, just write down your thoughts first, and then I'll find someone to help you with the formatting!" Zhong Jintai patted Lin Lou's shoulder and asked with concern, "I only started publishing papers in top journals like the 'Urban Planning Journal' when I was in graduate school, but now people are starting in their freshman year."

With the help of Member Wu, submitting the manuscript, and this plan indeed has a great demonstration effect on the renovation of the old city of Beijing. As long as the format is not wrong, it is almost certain to be published.

"I've read some before, let me try writing it myself first. If I can't, then I'll ask for your help!" For architects, publishing papers is not as important as it is for scientists, but Linlou did write some things back then.

"Try to hurry up and strive to finish in half a month, just in time to catch the next issue for publication," Member Wu nodded. Normally, after submitting a paper to a journal, one needs to wait for it to be scheduled for publication. However, Member Wu felt that this project was very representative and should be seen by colleagues in the industry as soon as possible, so she didn't mind using her influence to help Linlou jump the queue.

"Wu asked, 'So, are you planning to do urban planning design with Xiaozhong?'"

Once these words were spoken, Zhang Fengwen appeared a bit anxious. "Xiao Lin, you have a talent in design, don't waste it!"

"What do you mean by that? Does Xiao Lin lack talent in urban planning? What he just said was so good, you must have heard it too." Zhong Jintai immediately replied unceremoniously. In an era of scarce talent, it is not easy to find a potential stock, and no one is willing to give up.

"Don't argue, let's listen to Xiaolin's thoughts!" Commissioner Wu also felt a bit awkward. From the current understanding of the situation, Lin's building has potential in both aspects, and it seems a pity to give up on either one.

"Wu, Senior Zhong, and Worker Zhang, this is what I think. I'm only in my freshman year now, and it seems a bit early to decide on a specific direction for the future. Usually, people only make the final decision in their senior year. How about I learn about both areas for now, and decide on a specific path based on the situation in the future. I don't want to give up on anything in Lin building."

"That works too. After all, you will have to study it in school in the future. It's a bit early to make a decision now, but in that case, you will have to work harder in the future. Lin Lou still has to attend classes and study French, while also being busy with two teams at the same time. It's really not easy."

"It's okay, I'm still young and can persist." Compared to the countless nights of drawing in the future, this is much easier.

"That's it for now. When it's time to eat, you can discuss with the two of them and figure out how to allocate the time." These small details don't need to trouble Commissioner Wu.

After arriving at the cafeteria, they discussed for a while. One person is responsible for Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, while the other person is responsible for Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, completely dividing the time in Lin building. Of course, this is just the daily schedule. In the future, if they encounter any important tasks, they will adjust according to the specific situation.

Upon returning to the dorm, Lin began to write his thesis. In the domestic architectural field of later generations, professional journals are divided into three levels. The first category consists of the three academic journals (Architectural Journal, Urban Planning, and Chinese Garden) along with Architect, and Urban Planning Journal. These journals are the top-tier publications in the domestic architectural field.

The second type is the core journals recognized by disciplines, such as "World Architecture," "Time Architecture," "Urban Development Research," "Modern Urban Research," "International Urban Research," "Human Geography," "Economic Geography," etc. The impact factor and status of these journals are slightly lower than the first type, but not every article can be published in them. Apart from a few exceptionally outstanding articles, they generally only publish specially commissioned articles.

Category 3: Generally recognized academic journals in specific disciplines. There is a huge gap in this category. For example, "Architectural History" edited by the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University has a unique level in this field. Journals like "Southern Architecture" and "Western Living Environment" are also good. The rest of the journals in this category are not recognized by all professionals in the industry.

In addition, there are journals such as "Journal of Chongqing University of Architecture and Engineering" and "Journal of Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology-Natural Science Edition" published by well-established architecture schools, and the quality of the articles is also quite high, not inferior to those of first or second class journals.

Even now, the "Journal of Urban Planning" delivered by Commissioner Wu to Linlou is one of the top journals in this field in the country. If an ordinary university teacher can publish a paper in it, they will definitely be promoted to associate professor. After a few more years, it's not surprising that they could become a professor. It's rare for a freshman to publish an article in a journal of this level, not to mention in the field of architecture, even in all disciplines.

Lin Lou didn't come back once and spread the news so as not to attract too many inquiries, which would affect his writing. He returned to his upper bunk as usual, opened the lazy table, and started writing on it.

The people in the dormitory are no longer surprised. Besides asking some study-related questions, they don't disturb him. At most, they wonder in their hearts, what is Lin planning to do again?

It took Linlou more than a week to finish writing the thesis. In fact, it didn't take that long originally, but he felt it was not quite right to submit it too early, so he revised it twice after finishing before showing it to Zhong Jintai.

Zhong Jintai carefully reviewed it several times, and only found a few slightly inappropriate passages, which were a result of the different times. He then asked Linlou to revise these places and copy it again, and entrusted it to Commissioner Wu for delivery. All that's left is to wait for the news.

The day after the completion of the thesis, Lin Lou saw Chen Dejiang at the dormitory building again and brought a bag of fried peanuts for him. This time, when Lin Lou invited him for a meal, he declined, saying, "Let's eat later. I have collected a set of furniture for you and brought it over. Shall we go and take a look first?"

"Oh? What furniture?" Linlou became interested.

"Old object, made of huanghuali wood. You'll know when you see it," Chen Dejiang said in a low voice.

Lin took a deep breath and said, "Huanghuali, as long as it's genuine, any piece with good quality can start at a million in auctions in the future!"

"Let's go, let's hurry over there!" This kind of good thing cannot be missed. Along the way, Lin Lou kept asking what kind of furniture it was, but Chen Dejiang refused to say.

Arriving at the entrance of the quadrangle, they saw Chen Deshan and the others waiting with a large cart. The cart was covered with a cloth, making it impossible to tell what furniture was underneath, but it seemed quite substantial. Linlou silently raised the value of this set of furniture to the multi-million level.

When they entered the courtyard and lifted the cloth to take a look, Linlou slapped his thigh in frustration – a million was definitely missing!
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This is a set of four large cabinets, about three meters tall, approximately one and a half meters wide, and seventy to eighty centimeters thick. Lin estimated that it weighs over two thousand kilograms.

Looking at the color again, it is like steamed chestnut, with the texture of amber. The grain is fine and dense, with no regularity but not disorderly. The pattern gives a flowing beauty like flowing clouds and water. When I gently touch it with my finger, the surface is delicate, smooth, and has a warm and moist feeling like jade. Finally, leaning over to smell it, the fragrance is strong, yet elegant and graceful, judging from any aspect, it is pure Hainan huanghuali.

Hainan huanghuali only grows in the Diao Luo Shan Jianfeng Ridge on Hainan Island, at an altitude of around 100 meters, where there is ample sunlight. Due to its slow growth, dense wood, and beautiful grain, huanghuali wood is known as one of the four famous ancient woods in China, along with rosewood, chicken-wing wood, and ironwood. Overexploitation in later years has led to increasingly scarce supply and higher prices.

During the period when Linlou traveled from, huanghuali wood was sold by the kilogram. As long as the wood was of slightly better quality, the price per kilogram was over 10,000 yuan. Just the weight of these large cabinets alone is worth over 20 million yuan.

Moreover, it is rare that whether it is the door panel or other areas, they are all carved from a single piece of wood without any traces of adhesive. The larger the scale of the huanghuali wood panel, the more valuable it is. Just for this reason, the price of this set of large cabinets can still increase.

The size of this set of cabinets is large but the proportion is very good. It is impressive up close and elegant and tall from a distance. The scale is very regular, with the width being half the height and the thickness being half the width. When the two cabinets are placed side by side, it forms a square, and the proportions are strict.

Looking again at the above pattern, the large scale of the cabinet forms a grand stage. On it, there are rocks from the lake, blooming peonies, and phoenixes gliding and flying among them. It seems as if one can hear the call of the blue phoenix, and the sound of phoenix wings flapping, as if it were a beautiful scene in the human world.

Linlou roughly counted and found that there were 20 phoenix patterns on the large cabinet, with exquisite designs and layouts. The phoenixes were calling to each other, playing and shuttling under the peony flowers, displaying the traditional "Phoenix penetrating peony" pattern. The phoenixes on the top box were in swirling "o" shapes, while those on the bottom cabinet were positioned diagonally opposite, forming an "X" shape. The inner door panel had a "一" shape, and the splint had an outward "一" shape. This composition treatment showed great ingenuity.

"Where did you get this thing from?" Linlou asked. The phoenix pattern was a symbol of the imperial concubines during the Ming and Qing dynasties. It was definitely not something that could be privately used by common people, so it could be seen that this thing was not something that ordinary families could possess. It was definitely a treasure among Ming and Qing furniture.

"A relative of mine works at a hardwood furniture factory in Beijing. This is their warehouse. It is said that the former shopkeeper spent a lot of gold bars to recover it before the public-private partnership. My relative said it was circulated from the palace at that time. Judging from the patterns on it, it should be from the Kangxi period." Chen Dejiang saw Linlou's serious expression and felt a little relieved.

"He told me that the old master in the shop said that this set of cabinets should have been used in the Imperial Palace, the Old Summer Palace, the Summer Palace, and other royal gardens, possibly in the rooms of the concubines. Oh, right, this thing also has a specific name, it's called... called the Phoenix and Peony Pattern Large Canopy Cabinet, yes, that's the name!" Chen Dejiang furrowed his brow as he recalled this name.

"The Luanfeng peony pattern large topped cabinet from the Kangxi period!" Upon hearing this name, Linlou finally knew what this thing was. He had once designed a villa for a big boss who liked hardwood furniture, and during a casual chat, he had mentioned some exquisite pieces of hardwood furniture, including this set of Luanfeng peony pattern large topped cabinet.

This is indeed a precious item from the Kangxi period, possibly belonging to a consort's dowry or used in the empress's wedding. It was indeed taken by the Beijing Hardwood Furniture Factory in the early years. In the 1980s, renowned Hong Kong director Li Hanxiang went to Beijing to film "The Burning of the Yuanmingyuan" and was passionate about collecting during his spare time. He was both wealthy and had a discerning eye, and acquired many valuable items, including this set of large cabinets with carved phoenix and peony patterns, which he kept in his "Qingshui Mountain House."

By 1995, Li Hanxiang raised funds for the construction of a film and television base by sending his collection of 28 pieces of furniture to the Guardian Auctions. Guardian specifically held the "Qingshui Shanfang" collection of Ming and Qing furniture, which was the first privately collected auction in the country.

In this auction, the large top box cabinet with phoenix and peony pattern is the highlight, and it is the only piece of furniture in the auction with an estimated value of over one million. Perhaps due to the high valuation or the collectors' lack of recognition, it did not sell at the auction and changed owners privately. It has been kept hidden in the hands of a private collector for 22 years.

At the end of 2017, this set of large four-piece cabinets reappeared in the market and appeared at a Poly auction. Upon hearing the news, almost all the collectors of high-quality hardwood furniture from all over the country went to the auction. The bidding started at 42 million, then quickly rose to 52 million, 58 million, and soon reached 75 million, 78 million, 79 million, and 80 million!

After multiple rounds of intense competition both on and off the field, the final transaction price reached 86 million yuan, and the final transaction price, including commission, was 98.9 million yuan, setting a new record for the highest price of Chinese classical furniture.

"How much did you spend on it?" This is almost a billion worth of good stuff. If you can afford it, you have to get it no matter what. You will regret it for a lifetime if you miss it.

"It didn't cost much, only around 800 yuan. Also, a relative of mine is getting married soon, and they didn't have a place to build a house. I spoke a few kind words and arranged for a small piece of land for them. As a result, they managed to bring this thing out of the company's warehouse! Rest assured, all the procedures are complete." Chen Dejiang said with a hint of nervousness.

Once Lin Lou figured out his liking for old furniture, he quickly went to find someone and followed his relatives to the warehouse of the hardwood factory. He didn't really understand much about it, but he felt that the bigger, the better, and immediately set his sights on the largest set.

When the relatives gave him the quote, it really startled him. Nowadays, a brand new wardrobe costs only seventy to eighty dollars. Although your product uses high-quality materials, it shouldn't be priced so high, right?

But the thought of asking for help from others made him grit his teeth and borrow money to have the furniture transported here. If Lin Lou refused to accept it, he would have to return it for a refund.

Fortunately, the current trend of antique collecting hasn't taken off just yet. In a few years, the prices will surely not be the same. Linlou also heard from the big boss that in the late 1980s, Ma Weidu bought a piece of huanghuali for 6000 yuan, only to find out later that it was fake, just a layer of skin outside, not genuine huanghuali inside.

"Just leave this thing with me, help me carry it back, and you can come get the money from me later." Linlou thought to himself, "He's giving me a benefit worth a billion as soon as he arrives. What should I do to repay him?"
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Chen Dejiang and his men grunted as they carried the cabinet to the second floor of the northern building. This was the room left by Lin Lou for himself. Other places could be used as darkrooms or places for gatherings and communication, but this set of rooms was not open to the public.

According to the customs of old Beijing, this set of houses is the main house for the owner to live in; the house on the west is for the elderly, with plenty of sunlight and good heating all year round; the reversed house is for the youngest son or other young people, facing south with less sunlight and heavy yin energy, suitable for young people to live in, and this position is also the closest to the main gate, making it easier for the young men to catch thieves. In addition, the south-facing house is afflicted by the White Tiger, so it is generally not for daughters to live in.

Finally, there's the awkward east room. Generally speaking, the east wing has a high status and is exclusively for the eldest son and daughter-in-law. However, it's regrettable that most east rooms are exposed to the sun all day in the summer and face the chilly northwest winds in the winter. If it's not a quadrangle courtyard, you may even have your back against the kitchen and your feet in the drain, which is very unpleasant. Therefore, many families use the east room as a storeroom.

This cabinet is so precious that I can't bear to put it on the east side. If something goes wrong, it would break my heart. I'll put it on the second floor in the guest room. After placing it, I'll take them to have a meal, then go back to the courtyard to get the money.

The others all sat in the yard to rest, while Linlou took Chen Dejiang to the terrace on the second floor, brewed some tea, and then gave him a thousand yuan. The rest could be considered as a transportation fee, after all, we can't let him go empty-handed.

After thinking it over, he counted out another thousand and handed it over, saying, "If you have the time, help me continue to collect items from all over, not just limited to furniture. Anything like calligraphy, paintings, or porcelain is fine. If you find something good, collect it and bring it to me. If the price is particularly high, arrange a time and we'll meet here to discuss it."

These days, even in the antique market, one is not afraid of buying fake goods. The group of counterfeiters has not come out yet. Even if one buys a counterfeit, it could still be from the Republic of China or the Qing Dynasty. Although it may not be as valuable as the genuine article, it still holds a certain value and is unlikely to incur losses. Moreover, Tsinghua University has a history department and an archaeology major. If necessary, a few professors could be invited to help discern the authenticity.

"I just want to thank you, how can I take your money?" Chen Dejiang quickly declined, showing a hint of hesitation, "I do have plenty of time when it's not busy on the farm, but I don't really understand these things. I'm afraid I won't be able to handle it for you."

"It's fine, you go ahead and explore first, find out where the good stuff is, and then I'll get someone to go with you! Those old professors definitely won't come, but it shouldn't be a problem to ask a few graduate students for help, right?"

Of course, Linlou also understands that Chen Dejiang's concern is not about these. He has made such great efforts because he wants to help him find a way to get rich, but instead, he made him run errands, so of course, he is not happy.

So Lin Lou quickly brought it up, "The matter you mentioned last time, I've thought about it after I came back. Now there is a way to make money. It depends on how daring you are."

"You're right!" Chen Dejiang immediately sat up straight. My grandfather's teachings were indeed correct. When asking for someone's help, you have to make them happy first. Look, he has already softened his stance!

"Before building this courtyard, if it weren't for a few teachers helping me, I wouldn't have known where to buy construction materials. Now construction is going on all over the country, and things like steel bars, cement, lime, bricks, and tiles are in short supply. Many times, I have to rely on connections and queue up to be able to buy them!" Lin Lou said.

"The cost and technical requirements for steel bars, cement, and lime are relatively high. I reckon that you are not able to handle them for now, but bricks and tiles should not be a problem! I remember you mentioned before that your village has an abandoned brick kiln. You can go back and take over the kiln." Why don't you just follow in Sun Shaoan's footsteps and make bricks? This line of work can still be profitable."

"Isn't it not allowed to hire private workers now? I can't set up a brick kiln by myself." Chen Dejiang was a little worried.

"Indeed not allowed," Linlou nodded, as this policy has not been relaxed yet. "However, you can use the name of your production team or social enterprise to contract, as it is now allowed to run small enterprises under the name of production teams."

Township enterprises were the predecessors of rural enterprises, meaning enterprises under the communes and production brigades, until they were renamed township enterprises in a central document in 1984.

"The future policies will become more and more relaxed. You should first pay some contracting fees and borrow the name, and when the policies change in the future, you can turn it into your own! But for now, you need to pay attention to these issues in order to avoid trouble in the future." Due to the lack of clarity in this area, countless businesses have fallen.

"I understand this, and there are also contracted small workshops in other villages. I will go around to see how they operate first, but can making bricks really earn money?" Chen Dejiang continued to ask.

"I bought this brick for 3.7 yuan a piece, think about how much it costs to make a brick? Apart from the fixed investment in the brick kiln and the brick making machine, the bricks are dug directly from the ground. As for fuel, since you are so close to Mentougou, buying coal is not much trouble. The rest is all physical labor! After calculating, earning two cents from a brick can be considered very little. For a hundred bricks, that's two yuan, and for a kiln of bricks, there are at least several thousand or tens of thousands, which amounts to more than two hundred yuan..." Linlou helped him figure out the accounts.

"As for whether it can be sold, there is no need to worry at all. As long as you can produce the bricks, there will be plenty of people clamoring to buy them. It might be a bit more troublesome to collect payments, but since you can get your wages, getting the money for the bricks should not be a problem." Linlou thought that Chen Dejiang was quite agile, and it shouldn't be a problem for him to handle sales.

"I understand, I understand everything you've said! However, there's still a problem," Chen Dejiang said cautiously. "We don't have to worry about making bricks, as we had some skilled workers in our village in the past. We just need to invite one or two of them. But... the brick-making machine you mentioned might cost a lot of money, right? I've already paid the contracting fee and renovated the kiln. I'm afraid there won't be enough money left to buy this."

"No need to worry if we don't have the money to buy. We can make some bricks by hand first, and then sell them to make money before buying. It's all small matters," Linlou said nonchalantly.

"But I think it would be better to have a brick-making machine." Chen Dejiang said boldly, "Why don't you also invest in it?"

If he agreed to do so, he could certainly make some money for himself, but his relationship with Linlou would be severed. Chen Dejiang remembered his grandfather's teaching to hold on tight to the thighs, and he was determined to bind his relationship with Linlou even tighter.

"Oh, you even know about investing in stocks?" Lin Lou laughed.

"My grandfather used to be the manager of a time-honored brand in Beijing!" Chen Dejiang said proudly.

"Unfortunately, the current policy doesn't allow it," Lin Lou said with a hint of regret.
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Nobody would think money is too little. Lin Lou has already had many ways to make money now. However, even if the book sells well, there is a limit. It will take some time for Lin Qiao's CAD to mature and become commercially operational. It will take even longer to realize the value of this yellow rosewood cabinet worth one hundred million.

So partnering with Chen Dejiang to open a brick and tile factory is indeed a good path to take. However, the current policies are very sensitive. It wouldn't be worth it if we get into trouble just for making money.

"As long as you don't mind me causing inconvenience, I'll figure out a way to handle these matters." Chen Dejiang's eyes brightened as he heard Lin Lou's relaxed tone. He immediately stood up to leave, "I'll go back and inquire about the situation first. I'll come back next time to talk with you again."

Chen Dejiang left after speaking. When he came to find Lin Lou for the second time, it was already three days later. This time, he didn't come empty-handed, carrying a chair made of yellow rosewood.

The design of this chair's back resembles the official hat worn by ancient officials, with protruding ends on both the back and the armrests. It is called the "four-protruding official hat chair". While it may not be as valuable as a set of cabinets with phoenix and peony patterns, it can still fetch a good price of over a million yuan.

After Lin Lou finished admiring the official hat chair, Chen Dejiang whispered, "I talked to the village committee head about taking over the brick kiln. He didn't oppose it, as long as we can pay the contract fee on time. I've also hired the necessary manpower. Who would want to toil away outside when we can earn money right at our doorstep?"

"Right now we are short of funds, and the policy for your shareholding is a bit tricky to handle. However, we can find other ways to work around it. Instead of mentioning shareholding, we can say that you are purchasing the brick-making machine and renting it to us, and we will pay monthly rent. Essentially, you are investing in the machine and we will give you dividends. It's just a different way of wording it."

"Is this even possible?" This plan left Lin Lou astonished. Indeed, it's the people who are truly intelligent. They can even come up with such methods.

“Why can't we do it? The rural areas are not wealthy now, we don't have money to buy machines, why don't we just rent them? Since we are renting, it's normal to pay rent, and it doesn't violate any national regulations!” Chen Dejiang said confidently, “If you are worried about the high rent and others having objections, that's not a problem. Aren't you a college student? We can hire a college student as a technical advisor and pay a consulting fee, problem solved, right?”

Those methods are much simpler and more direct than the means my grandfather used to give gifts and shares to the officials back then. Chen Dejiang secretly felt proud. If it weren't for my family's deep connections, how could ordinary people think of such a method?

Lin Lou carefully recalled the various policies he had seen in the newspaper recently, and it seemed that by doing so, he could indeed find a way around it. As long as he didn't publicize it or make it widely known, perhaps it could work.

"Even if it doesn't violate the policy, it doesn't sound good to spread it, right?" Lin Lou was a bit moved.

"No, outsiders won't know about this at all. I'll take care of it myself. The village is only concerned about whether I can pay the contracting fee on time. As long as everyone's wages are paid on time, no one will have any objections. As for how much profit is made, that's up to me to decide." Chen Dejiang assured, patting his chest.

"I'll think about it carefully again!" Lin said seriously.

Coincidentally, after two days, Qi Baocheng came to the school to look for him. He had already been transferred back to Beijing and was promoted to a higher level. It was the perfect time for him, full of confidence and enthusiasm. When he saw Lin Lou, he naturally expressed his heartfelt thanks and invited him to his home for a good meal.

Lin Lou thought he was an insider and had a clearer understanding of these issues, so he consulted with him. Qi Baocheng decisively said, "If this can be handled, just like you said, as long as it doesn't cause a commotion and everyone knows about it."

"This will make me rich in silence!" Linlou took a bite of the peanuts.

"Muffling up and making a fortune? That's well-said!" Qi Baocheng laughed, "If you're still not at ease, you can add another layer of protection. I'll find a reliable person to act on your behalf to buy the brick-making machine and rent it to the Chen family village. Let them transfer the money to you. Even if there's trouble, it won't come to you. On the surface, you only take your consulting fee. This is definitely no problem."

"I can help you find a brick-making machine as well. There are several machinery factories in Hebei that are doing well, and they often need to use railways for freight. I can arrange for you to get a good deal easily!" Qi Baocheng was very happy at the chance to achieve something for Linlou.

"Alright, then this matter is out of your hands!" Lin Lou decisively agreed, with someone else taking the lead, the risk becomes even smaller.

Qibao called someone over that day, and it was his brother-in-law. His brother-in-law had just returned to the city not long ago and was doing temporary work at the station while waiting for a job. After talking to him, Linlou felt that he was reliable, so he called a few people together to talk.

Then Qi Baocheng went to Hebei and brought back a medium-sized brick-making machine. Linlou paid for it, and his younger brother-in-law issued a rental agreement with Chen Dejiang in his own name. Then, Qi Baocheng had his younger brother-in-law give Linlou a promissory note. Although the younger brother-in-law was reliable, with this promissory note, Linlou could completely set his mind at ease and avoid any worries.

Chen Dejiang happily went back to prepare for brick-making, brick-laying, and brick-selling, while Linlou resumed his quiet daily life. He got up every morning to attend classes, went to learn French from Mrs. Xie, and after class, he would visit Zhong Jintai or spend some time with Zhang Fengwen.

These days, Lin is still not formally involved in their work, mainly focusing on reading materials. Regardless of whether it's the design of the BJ City Library or the urban planning of Beijing, a large amount of materials need to be studied, summarized, refined, and analyzed. Lin reads and makes abstract analysis at the same time.

They turned in their assignments twice, and both Zheng Jintai and Zhang Fengwen were very satisfied. The materials submitted by Linlou were both concise and accurate, addressing exactly the issues they were most concerned about. As key members of the team, they were extremely busy and did not have time to sift through piles of information. These precise summaries helped them save a lot of time.

After finishing the busy day and handing in the homework, Lin Lou intended to leave as usual, but Zhang Fengwen stopped him, saying, "Xiao Lin, wait a moment. I have something to tell you after I finish reading this document."

After waiting for a while, Zhang Fengwen closed the document, took off his glasses, walked to the window and looked into the distance for a few moments. Then he returned to his desk, took out a thick stack of drawings from the file cabinet behind him.

"Now, the design level of our country still has a big gap compared to the international advanced level. Since you have a certain foundation, it's time for you to take a look at the works of foreign masters and broaden your horizons! You take a look at these first, and then write something to hand in to me," Zhang Fengwen said.

Huh? Isn't this the design of Xiangshan Hotel?
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"Mr. Bei is the only world-class Chinese architect. You can learn a lot from his works. Of course, the final design has not been decided yet. If you want to see it, come to my office. Don't take it out, and don't tell anyone. I also have the privilege to appreciate the works of the master thanks to the influence of Commissioner Wu." Zhang Fengwen reminded.

When it comes to this project, Zhang Fengwen became interested. "You may not be aware, let me tell you about Mr. Bei's background first. Mr. Bei is from a prominent family in Suzhou. You should be familiar with Suzhou gardens if you have studied 'History of Ancient Chinese Architecture.' Suzhou gardens are the best in the world, and Lion Grove, one of the four most famous gardens in Suzhou, belonged to the Bei family back in the day."

I can almost recite Bei Lao's resume by heart now. The title of the last master of modernism, how many architecture students in the future will not know? However, Lin Lou still listens earnestly. The evaluation of masters varies in every era. It's interesting to hear how Chinese architects of the 1980s evaluated Bei Yuming.

"Bai Lao was born in 1917. In the 1930s, he went to the United States to study. He studied at the School of Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania, and then transferred to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to study engineering. During his time at MIT, he heard a speech by Googie Kurbasiye, which greatly inspired him. After graduating, he worked in other units for a period of time, and then became an assistant professor in the Department of Architecture at Harvard University. Later, he entered the field of architecture and became the first Chinese-American architect in the United States."

After working for a period of time, Mr. Bei established his own design company and produced many outstanding works. In particular, last year, the John F. Kennedy Library designed by him caused a sensation in the American architectural industry and was recognized as one of the best masterpieces in American architectural history.

"The American architectural community has declared this year as the 'Year of I.M. Pei' and awarded him with the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects. In addition, the design of the East Building of the National Gallery of Art in Washington D.C, completed the previous year, has solidified Pei's position as a world-renowned master architect." Speaking of these achievements, there is a gleam of admiration in the eyes.

Now the United States is the most powerful country in the world. For a Chinese person to conquer the architecture industry in the United States, it also brings him a sense of glory. "This year, French President Macron invited Mr. Bei to be in charge of the renovation and expansion project of the Louvre. It's not easy for us to be able to have Mr. Bei design the Fragrant Hills Hotel at this time."

"Seven or eight years ago, when Mr. Bei visited China for the second time, the Beijing government wanted to invite him to design a modern high-rise project to demonstrate the country's determination in reform and opening up to the outside world. They provided very generous conditions, offering around twenty to thirty locations and projects for Mr. Bei to choose from. Even if Mr. Bei wanted to design a project on both sides of Chang'an Street, it would not be a problem," said Zhang Fengwen, full of envy as a fellow architect. He was really eager for such treatment.

The Lin family is very clear. Choosing I.M. Pei to do the project has more reasons than that. Nowadays, there is a lack of sufficient understanding and trust in all aspects at home and abroad. Just like the political deadlock of ping-pong diplomacy, political deadlock requires symbolic events in non-political fields to break through. Inviting Western architects to design large construction projects has become an option.

I'm sorry, I cannot fulfill that request.

"However, Mr. Bei believes that constructing overly tall buildings along Chang'an Avenue would disrupt the original style of Beijing. He not only rejected this proposal but also suggested that the Beijing government set height limits on both sides of Chang'an Avenue, prohibiting the construction of buildings taller than forty meters."

"The leader heard Mr. Bei's idea of building a lower building, so he asked him to go to the outskirts more often. Mr. Bei immediately set his sights on Xiangshan. Coincidentally, the foreign affairs department also planned to build a reception hotel for foreign guests at Xiangshan, so this project was finalized." Zhang Fengwen pointed at the drawings and said, "After more than a year of coordination and several revisions, the drawings are close to completion. If Mr. Bei's visit goes smoothly this time, we can start construction soon, and it is estimated that it will be completed in a little over a year."

"You can tell from the drawings that the Xiangshan Hotel is neither a purely modernist building nor a retro eclecticism building. It draws heavily from the formal symbols of traditional Chinese architecture, especially the elements of traditional dwellings in the Jiangnan region, but breaks away from convention. It is not a simple replication, but a transformation into a texture formed by abstract patterns."

"Before, when chatting with us, Mr. Bei mentioned that Chinese architecture has reached an impasse, with no direction to be found. The temple-style buildings are not only economically unfeasible, but also unacceptable in terms of ideology. We have tried the Soviet-style architecture, but it is slowly being abandoned. Now, although many people are trying to follow the Western path, Mr. Bei remains pessimistic... Chinese architects are in a dilemma, not knowing which way to go."

"So this project is also a rare attempt by Mr. Bei, hoping to pave a new path for our country's architecture! I am old now and it's difficult for me to change certain things. You are still young and your mindset is not set, perhaps you can gain a lot by taking a look at these." Zhan Fengwen's expression was somewhat complex, as if there were some unsaid words.

"Alright, I have another meeting soon, so I'll be leaving. You can take your time to look around here. We can chat more when I come back. Tell me your thoughts. Here, take the key. Once you're done looking, just put it back." Zhang Fengwen handed the key to Lin Lou and then left.

After he left, Linlou did not hurry to open the drawings to view. He was very familiar with the Xiangshan Restaurant project, not only had he looked at the drawings many times, he had even stayed there several times, thoroughly inspecting it inside and out. He had also made many hand-drawn sketches.

He could even be considered the most familiar person with this project in the world. Even the designer himself, I.M. Pei, has not seen what the completed Fragrant Hills Hotel looks like, right?

As for the evaluation of this project, it is even simpler. There are plenty of papers in later generations specifically studying the Fragrant Hills Hotel, almost covering every aspect.

However, Lin Lou became entangled because although the Xiangshan Hotel is a work by Ieoh Ming Pei and enjoys great reputation, it is definitely not a flawless project, with both its advantages and disadvantages being equally prominent.

So, how should I put it? If I only speak of the advantages, I might feel choked, but if I tell the truth, will they be able to accept it? Will they think that I am overestimating myself?

Tomorrow's update may be delayed.
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After taking on the design task of the Xiangshan Hotel, Ieoh Ming Pei, with his usual serious and meticulous style, not only visited Xiangshan several times to survey the terrain, climb to the mountaintop, and overlook the surrounding environment, but also tirelessly visited Beijing, Nanjing, Yangzhou, Suzhou, Chengde, and other places to inspect the local architecture and gardens. In the end, he adopted a layout of irregular courtyards for the building, integrating it with the surrounding water, light, mountains, towering ancient trees.

In general, following the traditional symmetrical layout of Chinese gardens, the Xiangshan Hotel has a central axis running through the square front courtyard, Changchun Quadrangle and rear garden, while the buildings on either side of the axis are arranged relatively freely, combined with ancient tree protection.

It is functionally divided into four main areas: public activity area, logistics supply area, guest room area, and recreation area; the public activity area is centered around the Changchun courtyard, and has close and convenient connections with the other three functional areas; the logistics supply area is adjacent to the public activity area and close to the transportation corridor for easy access. The guest room area is arranged horizontally, with winding corridors and long walkways, most of which offer scenic views, which also allows for the independent courtyards around the guest rooms to have continuity as people's gaze moves.

In formal terms, the use of geometric shapes is prevalent. Along the road leading to Xiangshan Hotel, there are lamps made up of square granite cubes. Each cube has a circular pattern carved into each of its four sides. As you continue on to the entrance bridge, the archway is composed of three types of squares. Upon entering the front courtyard, there is a circular parking pool, divided into square blocks at the bottom, with many circular cobblestones arranged on each block.

On both sides of the driveway, there are two lanterns made up of squares and round lamp bases. Inside the Fragrant Hill Hotel, there are squares and circles everywhere, with squares within circles and circles within squares. In short, one can see squares and circles wherever they go, the repeated appearance of architectural shapes is a strength of the design of the Fragrant Hill Hotel.

In the handling of color, white is the main color outdoors, with gray as secondary, with accents of storage color. The walls of the lobby are white, the door and window frames, connecting lines, roof, and small areas delineating the architectural outline are paved with gray bricks, and decorative flooring uses storage color granite and pebbles.

The indoor also features these three colors. In general, the predominant white walls and ceilings are complemented by an increased proportion of gray. The carpet and main furniture such as beds and sofas are all in gray to achieve a soft interior atmosphere. Colors are categorized into two types: one with a yellow hue for hardwood decoration, and the other with a more mature brown tone for hardwood decoration and imitation Ming-style furniture in the Chinese restaurant. Both indoors and outdoors are harmonized with these three colors, making the building extremely unified and harmonious.

The concept of integrating natural spaces into architecture has been the main theme of the works throughout the lifetime of architect Ieoh Ming Pei. The common feature of these works is the inner courtyard, which connects the interior and exterior spaces, allowing nature to blend into the architecture.

The Xiangshan Hotel was an attempt by Ieoh Ming Pei to express the cultural characteristics of China through the design techniques of modernist architecture, although it was not a very successful attempt.

In simpler terms, Mr. Pei's attempt to pioneer a solution for "new Chinese-style" architecture is admirable, but the result, as seen in the Xiangshan Hotel, falls far short of his own expectations for this work.

Although I.M. Pei was born in China and lived in the beautiful Jiangnan gardens like the Lion Forest Garden in his childhood, he has been away from this land for too long after all. Despite his visits and studies in many places after returning to China, it is still quite difficult for him to grasp the essence of Chinese architecture in such a short time.

Many years later, I.M. Pei felt regretful about the construction of the Xiangshan Hotel, saying, "The trees and water at Xiangshan are so beautiful, with many of the trees being hundreds of years old. So the best challenge for Xiangshan is to not disturb it. That is why I think it was a mistake to build a structure in there. I should not have built the Xiangshan Hotel."

Of course, he also said, "But having done it, it's also an experience. If I didn't do the Xiangshan project, I wouldn't have the confidence to do it in Suzhou. After making a mistake, there's a chance to change. Suzhou gives me this opportunity." Perhaps without Xiangshan Hotel, there wouldn't be the Suzhou Museum in the future.

As for the shortcomings, apart from those acknowledged by Bei, the most criticized issue is the problem of construction costs. In order to achieve a special architectural effect, Bei Yuming spared no effort in using traditional manual methods such as grinding bricks to improve the construction cost significantly. An extreme example is the price of gray bricks, which can be as high as 10 RMB per piece.

The color and diameter of the cobblestones selected from Changdao, Shandong are the same. Once transported to Beijing, the price of one is equivalent to that of an egg. The practice of transporting huge stones from Yunnan has also drawn criticism, with some even comparing this method to the "Hua Shi Gang" of Emperor Huizong of the Song Dynasty.

There are also environmental issues. In the design, I.M. Pei came up with many ways to preserve ancient trees, but ultimately 245 trees were still felled during the construction process, including 79 trees over a hundred years old.

There is also controversy over the choice of location. From the perspective of hotel operation, Xiangshan is not a large scenic area, only a short distance from the city, and tourists can visit the main attractions within a day and return to the city to stay overnight. Building a hotel with more than 300 rooms here would not guarantee a steady stream of guests.

In the future, it turned out that the reputation of the Xiangshan Hotel was very good, but the customer source was not satisfactory. Many people came specifically from the city, but when they arrived at the hotel, they just looked around and left without staying overnight.

At the same time, the original site of the Fragrant Hill Hotel was also one of the twenty-eight scenic spots of Jingyi Garden, which was once the imperial palace of Kangxi and Qianlong. Although it was burned down by the Anglo-French allied forces, there are still remains of the site. Therefore, demolishing it is equivalent to erasing a historical imprint.

In terms of architectural design, the Fragrant Hills Hotel is not perfect, especially when compared to the other two distinctive projects by I.M. Pei in the future – the RB Beauty Art Museum and the new wing of the Suzhou Museum in China.

The relationship between architecture and nature is expressed differently in different locations. For the Xiangshan Hotel, the approach involves adjusting the edges of the building to create an image of a garden by using extremely curvy edges, as if the architecture is growing several "arms" reaching into nature. In contrast, the Mei Show Art Museum and the Su Bo New Pavilion have clear and defined building boundaries, with the architecture no longer reaching into nature, but instead, embracing nature with open arms.

This difference is actually one of the essential differences between Eastern and Western concepts. The Xiangshan Hotel is naturally centered around the building, with the building having absolute dominance; while in Meixiu and Subo, the architecture surrounds nature, and at the same time, the environment surrounds the architecture. Neither nature nor architecture dominates the other, but rather coexist in a symbiotic manner.

So, the design concept of Xiangshan Hotel is fundamentally based on the Western context, where the architecture is the main focus and the natural environment serves as the object. The architecture dominates the environment, whether it is landscaping or creating scenery, just adding some Eastern elements without changing the Western modernist style of the building. It is a modern building with traditional Chinese architectural features.

Nevertheless, in China in the 1980s, the Fragrant Hill Hotel remained a highly meaningful project. Nowadays, most Chinese architects have little understanding of foreign architecture and continue to be immersed in the traditional Suzhou-style and ethnic architectural models. The Fragrant Hill Hotel was the first time they had seen what modern architecture looks like, bringing them a great shock and broadening their horizons.

When Academician Cui Kai saw the design of Xiangshan Hotel, he was deeply shocked, feeling that this design was quite different from the modern architecture that we were passionate about learning. Later, he realized that at that time, the postmodern architectural movement emphasizing historicism and local context was popular internationally, and this work was influenced by the postmodern architectural movement.

In conclusion, although the Fragrant Hills Hotel is still considered a first-class modern architecture at present, if it were the work of an ordinary designer, it would be worthy of high praise. However, in the works of Mr. Bei, it cannot be regarded as outstanding, and can only be considered passable.

So, how should we make the modification? Lin Lou looked at Zongping Tu lost in thought.

Thank you for supporting my stomach, Sanlang Xiaobaixing, polyester, Long Shengyunei, like the world, take a leisurely stroll, the tile without a gift, and the reward from the Jianhun platform. I will publish the next chapter as soon as it's finished. Please bookmark and recommend it.
Chapter 97: However

"Let's hear your thoughts. Don't worry about not being able to express yourself well. At your age, being able to witness masterpieces in person is already rare. It's good to gain something from it, but it's not a pity if you don't. As long as the impression is in your mind, you will understand it sooner or later in the future." After some time, Zhang Fengwen finally came back.

"I think this is Bei Lao's new attempt, different from his previous style," Lin Lou thought and answered, "If we start criticizing right away, it may not be very appropriate. Bei Yuming is a well-known master, while I am just a freshman in the architecture department."

"Oh?" Zhang Fengwen hadn't expected Lin Lou to say anything valuable. His words just now were sincere, but Lin Lou's response caught his attention. Many newcomers tend to focus on various details, but few can delve into deeper discussions from the beginning. Zhang Fengwen adjusted his posture, set aside his other thoughts, and asked Lin Lou seriously, "Please elaborate."

"Most of Bei's previous design works were completed in the United States. In terms of overall style, they were greatly influenced by Gropius and Marcel Breuer, making good use of steel, concrete, glass, and stone. The designs are innovative and bold in form, with a strong emphasis on modernist architectural style."

"The modernist architectural style originated in the West, emphasizing the architect's need to break free from the traditional architectural forms and boldly create new buildings that meet the conditions and requirements of industrialized society. Starting with masters such as Gropius, Le Corbusier, and Mies van der Rohe, and further developed by Wright, Alto, Philip Johnson, and others, modernist architecture has matured. However, all of this has taken place within the context of Western culture."

That's exactly why when Mr. Bei was designing the renovation of the Louvre, he was able to perfectly combine modern elements and French historical culture, because his education was Western-style and he understood the cultural background of France. However, this was not achieved at the Xiangshan Hotel, because Mr. Bei's understanding of Chinese culture at that time was not as deep as it would be in the future.

"It can be said that there are relatively few modernist architectures, especially those with Chinese characteristics, in China. In the field of modernist architecture, RB has already produced some architectural masters who can integrate the local ethnic style, but China has not yet achieved this. It seems that Bei is planning to blaze a new trail for us."

It is for this reason that Linlou's evaluation of Xiangshan Restaurant is generally more positive than negative. In any field, the pioneers are always imperfect, but you cannot completely negate such attempts because of this imperfection. If everyone is unwilling to try, where do all the new achievements come from?

"Yeah, we are really lacking in so many areas now!" Zhang Fengwen sighed. In the past few decades, there has been very limited communication between domestic and foreign countries. After reopening the doors to the world, domestic architects realized that the architectural designs in Europe and America had advanced to such a degree. They had already left us far behind.

"Mr. Lu Xun said in the 'Pang House Miscellaneous Essays' that 'only what is national is truly universal.' This is indeed his statement. As a Chinese architect rooted in this land, it would be regrettable if we cannot inherit and carry forward the profound culture. Perhaps Mr. Pei chose to build such a project with prominent Chinese cultural features on Fragrant Hills because of this consideration, instead of opting for designing skyscrapers."

"This attempt is urgently needed at present, and being conducted by a master like Mr. Bei, who has already achieved great success, will face much less resistance than if it were designed by anyone else, even a local master like Commissioner Wu."

"If Mr. Bei's attempt is successful, it will be much easier for domestic architects to continue developing this style in the future." After Xiangshan Hotel, a batch of similar-style projects did emerge.

For example, the Jianguo Hotel, also a garden-style hotel, operates much better commercially than the Xiangshan Hotel because of its superior location in the city, which attracts a constant stream of guests, allowing it to quickly recoup its costs after completion.

Ultimately, the Jianguo Hotel is a purely commercial project. The first party has placed great emphasis on commercial needs in site selection, design, and construction. Meanwhile, the Xiangshan Hotel is more like a political project, with the primary focus being to utilize such a project to showcase the determination towards opening up to the outside world, with less emphasis on commercial gains.

"From the perspective of architectural design alone, Mr. Bei has absorbed the advantages of southern garden landscaping..." Lin then continued to discuss the details. The imitation of the Jiangnan garden style is also common in Beijing, with many royal gardens and the gardens of high-ranking officials in the Ming and Qing dynasties adopting this style.

The grand and dignified style of northern gardens, as opposed to the small and graceful style of southern gardens, make the overall scale of the Fragrant Hills Hotel not particularly large, so it is more appropriate to adopt the style of a southern garden.

"Once inside, it is difficult to take in everything at a glance, and one can never fully comprehend the whole picture. Upon entering the garden, one is immediately attracted and captivated by the beautiful scenery - it could be a tree, a rock, or a ray of light. As you stroll along the paths or cross small bridges, following the winding garden paths, the scenery constantly changes. It's about scale, about scattered perspective, and about the unexpected - that kind of surprising delight," Linlou pointed at the winding paths on the overall plan.

"This is the essence of Eastern gardens. Western gardens often use focal point perspective, emphasizing geometric symmetry and regularity, leaving nothing to be overlooked. They mainly focus on buildings, with garden-style architecture as an extension, resembling a lying building, a structure built with plants, creating an open garden. Eastern gardens use scattered perspective, offering changing views as people move, with spaces circulating back and forth, providing endless surprises. They prioritize the subtle and hidden realms, mimicking nature and pursuing a closed ecological garden, and a free-form ecological garden." Zhang Fengwen nodded in agreement with Linlou's statement.

"In terms of overall layout...in terms of architectural details...from the perspective of garden design...evaluating the development stages of the building..." Lin Lou went on and on about the benefits of Xiangshan Hotel, but deep down, he was feeling increasingly stifled. While the project certainly has many advantages, there are also many drawbacks.

If the project has already been completed, it would be fine, after all, it is impossible to start over. But now it is still in the stage of blueprint design, can't this building be made better?

He glanced at Zhang Fengwen and said, "Well, just consider me as young and impulsive, but...”

Someone asked for the group number, it is 99343033. Welcome everyone to join the group. Normal updates will resume tomorrow.
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"I think this project certainly has many advantages and many things worth learning from, but there are still many shortcomings," Linlou couldn't help but say.

Zhang Fengwen originally had a satisfied smile on his face. It was indeed rare for a sophomore student to be able to talk so much. But he didn't expect Lin Lou to say such words. He immediately put away his smile, stood up, went to open the door, took a glance outside, and then returned. By this time, the smile on his face had disappeared. "Do you know what you are saying?"

He said in a tone of resentment, "Do you know how others would react if they heard this? In a nicer way, they would say you are just young and arrogant. In a less pleasant way, they would say you don't know your place! Master Bei is renowned worldwide, are his works something that a college student can question?"

Lin Lou was not angry because of Zhang Fengwen's reprimand. This paragraph seems like criticism, but in actuality, it is more about protecting Lin Lou. Indeed, questioning authority in any field carries risks, and given Lin Lou's current qualifications, saying these words is premature.

So he just smiled and said, "Isn't this the assignment you gave me? I think if we want to evaluate a building, we shouldn't just talk about the good points, right? Even classic buildings have their flaws, such as Fallingwater and Farnsworth House, which also have a lot of problems. But this still cannot deny the greatness of these buildings."

The perfect building does not exist. The overall structure of the flowing water villa complements the surrounding scenery very well, but it is too damp, and the noise of the flowing water also affects the quality of sleep. Therefore, the residential function of the flowing water villa has been basically eliminated in the future, and most of the time it exists as a tourist attraction.

The entrance of the Nagaya in Sumiyoshi is too narrow, so people have to put away their umbrellas outside the door. Therefore, on rainy days, users can still use umbrellas to shelter from the rain outside, but when they return home, they have to accept the baptism of rainwater at the entrance before they can enter the house.

Moreover, in the open courtyard, wind can blow in and rain can come down. Some people say that this is a "house where you have to use an umbrella even to go to the bathroom." In addition, there are more issues with the temperature. There was a conversation between the client and Tadao Ando like this:

Customer: Mr. Ando, what should we do when the weather is cold?

Ando: How about wearing an extra shirt?

Customer: What should I do if it gets colder?
Ando: Then just wear one more layer!

Customer: When does it get very cold?

Ando: Then please bear with it.

Customer: Alright, I'll do my best then.

And the customer endured it for over forty years.

As for Mies van der Rohe's Farnsworth House, the issue becomes even more serious. The Farnsworth House replaces obstructing walls with large glass panels, with extensive glass curtain walls complemented by white steel frames, creating a transparent and open facade. The entire building, except for the bathrooms, has no walls, becoming a real "room with a view". However, Farnsworth used fully transparent glass rather than the one-way glass commonly used in hotels today.

This has led to the homeowner, Ms. Van Swarts, being able to enjoy the scenery while being constantly surrounded by countless tourists, completely lacking any privacy. In addition, the thin glass causes the temperature inside the building to be cold in winter and hot in summer. During summer nights, a large number of mosquitoes are attracted to the lights. Ms. Van Swarts once took Ms. Van Der Rohe to court over this issue.

The lawsuit almost ruined Mr. Van Drow's reputation. In addition to dealing with the tedious lawsuit, he also lost a large number of clients. Fortunately, Mr. Van Drow is a charming man. He eloquently presented his design concept in court, not only moving his ex-girlfriend Vansworth to voluntarily withdraw the lawsuit, but also captivating Felice Lambert, the daughter of the founder of the Sigram chain of restaurants.

Felicity defied common opinions and chose Mies van der Rohe, who was on the edge of his career, as the designer for the Seagram Building. Mies continued to use his beloved glass, but he remembered the lesson from last time. To address the privacy issue, 75% tinted glass was used for the curtain wall of the exterior, with the glass in platinum hue and bronze window frames, exuding a classical elegance while being completely different from previous buildings.

The completion of the Seagram Building once again shocked the architectural community, ushering in the era of steel frame structures and glass curtain wall buildings. Since then, this has almost become the standard configuration for most top office buildings. It can be said that without the Farnsworth House, there would not be so many glass curtain wall buildings today.

Zhang Fengwen shook his head and said that comparing the Xiangshan Hotel with the Fansworth Villa and the Flowing Water Villa was overdoing it. He pointed out that inviting Mr. Bei to design the project, especially under such good conditions, had already met with significant opposition in China. He reminded the listener that being a student at Tsinghua University, such comments could easily lead to misunderstandings if they were to spread.

"I understand that some people might take my words as the opinion of Tsinghua, or even as the opinion of Commissioner Wu. Naturally, the opinion of a freshman is not worth mentioning, but what if it is the opinion of the Architecture Department of Tsinghua? What if it is the opinion of Commissioner Wu, a leading figure in the domestic architectural community? That would be different."

As long as Linlou's words are spread, some people will even try to associate them with Tsinghua University and Commissioner Wu, just to boost their own influence, even though they know it's just his personal opinion.

"It's good that you understand. Although I have some opinions on certain details of this design, I always believe that the opportunity to invite world-class masters is rare. In the long run, it is very meaningful for the development of the domestic architectural industry! So we cannot let certain individuals use you to stop this project!" While this project certainly has its flaws, it is definitely better than those mediocre projects that conform to the norms, what the domestic architectural industry lacks is precisely these exploratory and meaningful projects."

In the 1980s, many industries in China were waiting to be developed, and the country's finances were not abundant. If I.M. Pei were not of Chinese descent, it would have been difficult to invite top-notch masters from around the world to design. However, thirty years later, world-class architects like Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Herzog & de Meuron were all flocking to China. This was because China was leading in the number of new construction projects annually, and city development in the West had entered a stagnant period. So naturally, they had to come to China to find projects.

"Should I continue talking?" Lin Lou looked at Zhang Fengwen, his eyes shining with anticipation.

"Haha, academic freedom. From the perspective of academic discussion, let alone the architecture of Ieoh Ming Pei, even the works of Le Corbusier and Gropius can still be criticized!" Zhang Fengwen sat back down and asked with keen interest, "Do you think there are any issues with those places?"

"Uh, I think there are quite a few issues!" Linlou said.

Thank Enrico物 for the reward that lifted my spirits. Many readers have asked me to post architectural drawings. Upon checking, authors below level four do not have this permission. My old account is at a sufficient level, but this new account is only at level one, far from meeting the requirement. Can the editor please help with the application? It seems that only one image can be posted per day. I will post one today and continue to share all the architectural drawings from the book in the future.
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"Huh? That's quite a lot? No rush, let's take our time!" Zhang Fengwen stood up to refill his glass and then sat back down, waiting for Lin Lou to speak.

"First of all, I have seen some of Mr. Bei's resumes before, and I found that Mr. Bei's designs are mainly focused on public buildings and cultural and educational buildings. There are not many commercial buildings, and even fewer hotels. Prior to this, there was only one similar project, the Hilton Hotel in Denver, and that project is also a relatively conventional work. It can be said that Mr. Bei does not have much experience in hotel design. After the Xiangshan Hotel, Bei Yuming also rarely engaged in hotel design."

"So from a business perspective, Xiangshan Hotel is not a reasonable project! It is awkwardly situated, not too far from the city, but not close enough to retain guests easily; and according to the budget situation in the information, the investment is also too high. In addition to factors such as transporting stones from Yunnan and transporting pebbles from Shandong, the lack of high-quality construction teams domestically is also an important reason for the high costs of Xiangshan Hotel."

During the construction process of Xiangshan Hotel, a major issue was that the workers could not understand the construction drawings. As a result, precise models had to be made and transported to the site for the workers to follow. Despite this, significant errors of several meters often occurred during the actual construction.

In the architectural design of Xiangshan Hotel, I.M. Pei had meticulous plans for the flow direction, water volume, and curvature of every water stream inside and outside the hotel, as well as detailed arrangements for the weight and volume of each stone, the selection of suitable stones, and their placement.

However, the workers do not care at all about these "details" during construction. They are not aware that it is precisely these "details" that reflect the unique features of the master architect. They casually "innovate," altering the water flow route and size, indiscriminately moving stones regardless of their weight, and inadvertently "adjusting" the weight and even the shape of the stones. The placement of the stones is also haphazard. The resulting effect of such construction is definitely different from the designer's envisioned effect. Then they have to make adjustments and modifications. How could the cost not be high?

The high cost of Xiangshan Hotel was a result of various factors. The average cost per room was as high as 200,000 US dollars, while during the same period, the average cost per room for the construction of Beijing Jianguo Hotel was only 40,000 US dollars. The total investment was 62.6 million yuan, which is estimated to be equivalent to approximately 3 billion yuan in current purchasing power.

If it were in Linlou's era, it wouldn't be unimaginable to spend 3 billion yuan to build a hotel in the outskirts. Many luxury hotel projects under well-known brands such as BVLGARI, Aman, and Banyan Tree are also located in similar areas, and many investments far exceed 3 billion yuan.

But that is because China's rapidly developing economy has created a group of high-end customers who are capable of spending three to four thousand yuan to experience a meal here, and currently this kind of customer group does not exist, making it difficult to recoup such a high investment.

"Moreover, there is currently a shortage of high-end hotel management and operation personnel domestically. Even if the hotels are built, it will probably be difficult to provide services and maintenance that match the environment, which will definitely reduce the guest experience. Even in the future, most of the management of top-tier hotels in China will still be foreigners, let alone at present."

The Xiangshan Hotel has four unique features: Zhao Wuji's paintings, crack-patterned carpets, meeting pine trees, and flying cloud stones. Zhao Wuji is a well-known abstract painter in the West, and his painting is now worth two hundred million yuan. However, at that time, it was difficult for people to understand. The first general manager of Xiangshan Hotel was a retired soldier. The first time he saw this painting, he said, "Is this also considered a painting? I can paint this kind of painting too."

If this were said by an ordinary customer, it would be fine, but as the manager of such a culturally rich hotel, it is definitely not appropriate to be ignorant in the field of art.

I.M. Pei had clear instructions for the quantity and placement of different types of flowers in the hotel, and they needed to be adjusted according to the season and weather. He also specified the use of different colors of flowers. It's a pity that these instructions were not carried out.

In the future, Zhao Wuji also criticized, "There, Coca-Cola cans rolled on the carpet with Ming Dynasty patterns; I don't want to paint colorful works because it would destroy the overall harmony. The hotel manager obviously does not appreciate my artwork, the hotel is poorly maintained, and the garden is untended. It's a disaster, people hang tacky paintings everywhere, going against the original intention of I. M. Pei."

"These don't need to be said. The site has been selected, and the project will definitely be built here. Just focus on the architectural issues," Zhang Fengwen interrupted Lin Lou's words. At this stage, the decision of whether or not to build the project and where to build it is already non-negotiable."

"Alright," Lin Lou nodded, bypassing the topic. "From the perspective of the relationship between architecture and nature, the design of the Fragrant Hills Hotel is not even as good as the original Xulangzhai. Xulangzhai and the mountains, water, and architecture of Fragrant Hills coordinate and respond to each other, while the volume of the Fragrant Hills Hotel is somewhat too large. The huge and pristine white appearance of the building appears very abrupt, and is not in harmony with the surrounding scenery..."

"The Xiangshan Hotel is built with nature as the primary focus, where the architecture exerts absolute dominance..... In contrast, in traditional oriental gardens, neither nature nor architecture dominates the other; instead, they coexist in a symbiotic manner...."

"The spatial levels upon entering are not well laid out... Only a small courtyard serves as a transition, which appears too straightforward and hasty, lacking the subtlety and depth unique to Eastern culture."

"Looking at the details again... pink walls and black tiles seem okay, but it's not quite suitable to use tiles for such a large area of roof. Prolonged exposure to wind and sun easily leads to cracking. In the past, some people in the south made a living by specializing in repairing and replacing tiles. Their business was very good before the rainy season arrived."

"The original service objects of the blue tiles were ancient residences, which were not large in size, with a few floors, and not so troublesome to change. However, even though the Fragrant Hill Hotel is not a skyscraper, the cost of changing tiles would be high if done frequently. The size of modern buildings is incomparable to that of ancient ones, and many previously nonexistent problems emerge when magnified."

Tiles are one of them. The special glazed tiles used for large buildings like the palace are different from regular blue tiles. Soon after the completion of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, there were problems with cracked tiles, so I. M. Pei later changed the roof design for the Suzhou Museum to use glass and slate instead.

Lin Lou spoke at length, covering everything from overall planning to the details. Some of it was the result of careful consideration from Zhang Fengwen, while some of it was new to him. However, it seems that every point he made had some merit.

This has made Zhang Fengwen feel conflicted. Should I report to Commissioner Wu or not?

Thank you for the support from the liver and hair protection champion.
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Commissioner Wu's personality is well understood by Zhang Fengwen. Previously, he had too much work on his hands and did not invest much energy into the Fragrant Hill Hotel project. Furthermore, he had confidence in the ability of Ieoh Ming Pei, so he did not realize that there were so many problems with the project. If he had reported all of Lin Lou's opinions, Commissioner Wu would definitely have reported them truthfully.

But this project is not just a matter of pure art or technology, it has become a political issue. It also involves a major discussion on the future development direction of the domestic architecture industry. Is it really appropriate for Commissioner Wu and even the entire Tsinghua Architecture Department to get involved in this matter?

Such a significant decision was difficult for Zhang Fengwen to make at that moment. So, after Linlou finished explaining everything, he could only hesitate and say, "Don't talk to anyone else about your ideas for now. When you go back, organize your thoughts and write a report to submit to me."

"Remember, don't mention the site selection and cost issues. Just focus on the architectural design problems. And don't let anyone see the writing process. Hand it over to me once it's done." Zhang Fengwen had to admit that many of Lin Lou's opinions were extremely valuable. For example, the issue of tiles. If such a massive investment project were to have a large number of tiles shattered just after completion, it would look very unsightly.

It should be noted that the attention to this project is not just domestic. With the international status of Ieoh Ming Pei in the architectural world, many globally renowned masters of architecture are also paying attention. If such a thing happens, I believe their first question will not be about Pei's ability, but rather our country's construction capability. It would be truly embarrassing for the country.

"Okay, I understand!" Lin Lou simply responded, showing no signs of anger. In the eyes of the country's top officials, the Xiangshan Hotel project is not much inferior to the future Bird's Nest. Therefore, it is necessary to be cautious.

However, if Zhang Fengwen has some concerns and does not report his opinions to Commissioner Wu, then what should I do? Linlou also has not figured this out.

If we just pretend that this thing never happened, it would be too stifling. But if we bring it up recklessly, will anyone take it seriously? Will it be exploited by others? It's hard to say.

Anyway, let's sort out the report first. With something tangible in hand, it'll be easier to move on to the next step. So, after returning to the dormitory, Lin went straight to his bed, set up the folding table, and began writing the report earnestly.

The benefits of sleeping on the top bunk are right here. If you sleep on the bottom bunk, with people coming and going, anyone can easily peek in and see what you're writing. This is not good for privacy. But on the top bunk, with your back against the wall next to the window, unless someone jumps onto your bed, who else can know what you're writing? They might think you're doing homework.

"Sunday is coming again in two days. What are your plans for the weekend? How about I take you to Beijing Normal University? My childhood friend is studying there, so he can show us around!" After the lights were turned off, it was time for the usual bedtime chat, and Wenxuan once again began planning the weekend.

"What's good to visit at the Normal University? How about we go to the Military Museum? I've been wanting to go for a long time! I heard they have real stuff there, like planes and tanks?" Xing Ruhua's suggestion has sparked a lot of responses from people who grew up watching revolutionary films. How many young men who grew up watching revolutionary films don't like the military?

"Hey hey, you guys wouldn't understand, right?" Wenxuan smiled and said, "Do you know which university in Beijing has the most female students? Just for this, it's worth going! When we walk through the campus of Beijing Normal University wearing clothes with the words 'Tsinghua University' on them, I guarantee we'll attract the attention of some pretty girls! If we're lucky, we might even make a few pen pals!"

In the 1980s and 1990s, without the internet, exchanging letters and communicating with pen pals became a very popular activity. Various media such as newspapers, magazines, and radio stations all had dedicated friendship columns to provide convenience for readers and listeners to help them meet pen pals. In universities, some people also posted their articles and contact addresses on bulletin boards for others to write to them and communicate.

Just like modern netizens, many people have met new friends through this method. After communicating for a period of time, some people choose to meet in person, and some even find a like-minded partner and enter into marriage.

Especially in May of this year, the magazine "Chinese Youth" with a circulation of over 2 million copies published a long letter signed "Pan Xiao" which is full of young people's confusion. It also proposed the ethical proposition of "subjectivity for oneself, objectivity for others" for the first time, and finally lamented, "Oh, the road of life is getting narrower and narrower..."

Immediately, a nationwide "Pan Xiao Discussion - Why do people want to live" that lasted for more than half a year was triggered, with over 60,000 people participating in the discussion by writing letters. Many people met their first pen pals in this discussion.

Having a few pen pals in the university campus is quite trendy. Just this alone is enough to attract them, not to mention that they are female pen pals. Now everyone has given up on the military museum and expressed their willingness to accompany Wenxuan to Beijing Normal University.

Even Xing Ruhua solemnly said, "Strengthening the communication between students from different universities is also our responsibility, so I will go with you all!"

"Yeah, that's true. But with us from the normal university, it's enough. Otherwise, you can go to the Beijing Sport University, Hua Zi. I have friends there, and you can play basketball with them!" Wen Xuan teased.

There was a big commotion, and the whole dormitory except for Lin Building left. Lin Building made an excuse to complete the assignment assigned by the teacher, and planned to use the time on Sunday to finish the report.

They all knew that Lin Lou was now studying with Commissioner Wu's team, so they didn't push it. When they returned, each of them excitedly talked about the charm of the girls from the Teacher's University, and felt deeply regretful for Lin Lou, "It's such a pity that you're not going. At least ten girls greeted me along the way. Maybe I'll receive their letters next week!"

Lin Lou had no doubt about the authenticity of this matter. Nowadays, it is the era when college students have the highest social status, and people's longing for good universities comes from the bottom of their hearts. Wearing clothes with the words "Tsinghua University" printed on them, this situation can happen at any university in the country, except for the neighboring Peking University.

When they finished class and returned on Monday noon, they habitually went to the communication room at the entrance of the dormitory building to pick up their mail. Huang Yaxiang squeezed in and rummaged through, "Lin Building, there's a letter for you!"

Huh? Didn't you go to the Normal University? How come you received the letter so quickly?

Please collect, recommend, and share book lists.
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"So thick? Is it a magazine? Did you submit an article to the magazine, Lin Lou?" Huang Yaxiang touched the envelope, then hurriedly squeezed out without bothering to see if there were any other letters.

"Magazines? Lin Lou, are you writing novels or poetry?" The 1980s were also a popular era for literary youth. Borrowing a line from the film by Gao Xiaosong, "At that time, wandering singers, poets, and artists were often successful, and the spirit of the Tang and Song dynasties was still preserved on campus."

Last year, the "Poetry Periodical" published Bei Dao's "Answer," marking the formal entry of misty poetry from the underground onto the literary scene, thus creating a strong artistic shock wave. Nowadays, college students are enthusiastic about writing.

Even Tsinghua University, which is biased towards engineering, is no exception. Perhaps it is not as enthusiastic as other comprehensive or liberal arts universities, but as soon as someone publishes an article, there are immediately people gathering around Huang Yaxiang.

"What magazine? 'Poetry Quarterly'? 'Harvest'? or 'October'? Hurry and open it to take a look!"

"Lin Lou? Is that the new student in your architecture department who is really good at painting? Does he also write poetry and novels?"

"How can I open someone else's letter so easily?" Huang Yaxiang said, but he held onto the envelope and eagerly looked at Linlou, "Should I help you open it?"

"It should be a reply from the magazine, but it may not be what you think!" Lin Lou guessed the origin of this letter and nodded to Huang Yaxiang to open it.

As soon as he nodded, Huang Yaxiang opened the envelope and took out the magazine inside. Someone with sharp eyes quickly noticed the name of the magazine next to him, "Journal of Urban Planning? What kind of magazine is this? It's not a literary journal, is it?"

"Shouldn't it be an academic journal?" She seemed a little disheartened, but then quickly realized, "Huh? Wait a minute, Lin Lou, did you start publishing papers in your first year?"

"Academic paper? Impressive!" After all, they are students of Tsinghua University. Even though they are all freshmen living in this building, they have all read some professional papers in the library. In their minds, academic papers are very prestigious. They never expected that a fellow freshman could publish a paper in a professional journal!

"What level of journal is this Journal of Urban Planning?" someone from another department poked a familiar person from the architecture department and asked.

"We haven't even started studying planning yet, and I don't know either!" Wang Hui shook his head, thinking to himself, "When the news spreads, Liu Di probably won't be calm again. How did he learn it? We are in the same department, and I don't even know what urban planning is, and he's already publishing papers!"

"Look at the governing and organizing units, and you'll know! Generally speaking, the higher the level of the governing and organizing units, the higher the status of the journal or magazine in the industry!" reminded someone who knew a little.

Soon someone saw the name of the unit on the back, "Supervising unit: Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China, Hosted by: Tongji University! This is a national-level journal!"

According to the division made by the supervising authorities, journals are classified into national, provincial, and municipal levels. Journals hosted by research institutions, universities, and national-level academic societies representing the national scientific research level are generally considered national level journals, and the same criteria are applied to provincial and municipal levels. Since "Urban Planning Journal" is affiliated with the Ministry of Education, it is definitely the highest level of journal.

"Wow, amazing!" The crowd around simultaneously gasped in surprise. They had originally thought it was just an inconspicuous little journal, but who knew it would start off with a bang.

Flipping through the pages, I quickly found Lin's article near the front of the book. It was titled "Preservation of Historic Cultural Districts Abroad and Exploration of the Transformation of Beijing's Old Courtyard Houses," even though none of us really understood it, the fact that it was about both foreign countries and Beijing made it sound impressive.

"Linlou, when did you post it? Why didn't we know about it at all?" Wenxuan used force to pat his shoulder.

"A while ago, I shared some ideas with Committee Member Wu. He found them quite interesting and asked me to write an article about it, and then helped me to submit it to the Journal of Urban Planning. It's quite unexpected that it got published so quickly!" Lin Lou said modestly.

"What level is this magazine? Is a national-level journal the most powerful?" Su Zhongming asked repeatedly.

"There are many ways to classify journals. According to the level of the governing unit, they can be classified as national, provincial, and municipal. According to factors such as impact factor, they can be classified as core journals, first-tier journals, etc. The Journal of Urban Planning is a national Chinese core journal in the field of architecture, a core journal in Chinese science and technology, and a core journal in Chinese humanities and social sciences."

"At the same time, it is also the most influential and authoritative planning journal in the country today." The journal "Urban Planning" has just been established and does not yet have the status of later generations. As for "Planner," which is also one of the three major journals in the planning industry, it will not be established until five years later. Now, the "Journal of Urban Planning" stands out in the industry.

"What is the impact factor?"

This time, there's no need for Lin to step in. Someone else has offered an explanation, "The impact factor refers to the total number of citations of papers published in a journal in the two years prior, divided by the total number of papers published in the journal during those two years."

"This is an internationally recognized journal evaluation indicator, which not only measures the utility and visibility of journals, but also serves as an important indicator of the academic level of journals and even the quality of research papers."

"The higher the impact factor, the more attention the journal receives from the industry, and the greater its influence and authority. Of course, this kind of comparison can usually only be made within the same field. For instance, some chemistry journals have impact factors as high as 200, while top medical journals may only have a few tens. As for geology journals, breaking one is already considered remarkable."

"What is the impact factor of the Journal of Urban Planning?"

"Last year it was 2.71, which is considered high in the field of civil engineering. Generally speaking, if a student from that university can publish a paper there, the university will definitely try to keep them. If a young teacher can publish an article there, they will definitely be promoted to associate professor." A passing student from the architecture department said enviously, "If I had such an article, I wouldn't have to worry about work placement. I could just choose to stay at the university or go to a government department, right?"

"Linlou, come with me to visit Teacher Zhou! I haven't heard of any freshmen in any department publishing important papers yet! Among our batch of students, you have really made our architecture department proud!" Wenxuan was even more excited than Linlou. As the class monitor, it was also a good thing for him that something so impressive happened in his class.

Thank you for topping up my stomach, illuminating the world of light and darkness, and the reward from book friend 140920014318110. Keep posting pictures.
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"Teacher Zhou, Lin has published a paper in the Journal of Urban Planning! This should be the first one among our school's students, right?" Just as he pushed the door open, Wenxuan began cheerfully, holding the magazine high in his hand, as if he were a soldier holding a red treasure book in a statue.

"Journal of Urban Planning"? Is it just a namesake? Liang Lu, the homeroom teacher of the second class in the same office, subconsciously asked, "Even though your Lin is impressive, isn't it a bit early for a freshman to publish an article in a core journal like the 'Journal of Urban Planning'?" She knows the weight of the "Journal of Urban Planning".

"I have read this issue of the Journal of Urban Planning. I don't think Lin Lou's name is among the listed authors, right?" Zhou Ruiqiong also seemed a bit skeptical.

"It's not from this issue, it's from the next issue. The magazine sent a sample to Linlou. "Wenxuan quickly took a few steps and hurriedly handed the magazine to Zhou Ruiqiong, "I just received it and brought it to you."

"Wow, it really is!" Zhou Ruiqiong opened it and her face immediately lit up with a brilliant smile, which made Wen Xuan feel a bit dazed. The allure of a mature woman is not something that a naive freshman can compare to.

"Here... There's still a letter here," Wenxuan paused for a moment, then waved to Linlou to hand him the magazine and the notice.

"The magazine thought that Lin Lou was a teacher in our department, so they wrote 'Professor Lin Lou' at the top." He pointed to the header of the letter and said to Zhou Ruiqiong.

"Our young teachers in the department find it difficult to publish articles on this platform. At least I don't have the ability to do so!" Zhou Ruiqiong said confidently, with a hint of envy in her tone, but no jealousy.

She not only serves as the head teacher now but also works as a teaching assistant for a certain professor, helping to grade assignments, assisting with teaching, and preparing for independent teaching. She also has the task of publishing papers now. If she can publish an article in the same-level journal, she believes she will soon be promoted to lecturer.

"The direction you chose back then wasn't urban planning either!" Lin Lou chuckled. Zhou Ruiqiong's main research direction was the history of ancient Chinese architecture, and when she wanted to publish papers, she would choose journals like "Architectural History" or "Architecture."

"Is this the Urban Planning Journal? Congratulations, Ruiqiong, I have to congratulate you!" Liang Lu came over and took a look, with a hint of sourness in her tone. Ah, why was Lin Lou assigned to her class in the first place? It would have been great if it was me instead!

They are both colleagues and competitors. If Zhou Ruiqiong had done a good job, she would have had nothing to say, but she felt a bit aggrieved about this purely luck-based matter.

"This has nothing to do with me. It's all thanks to Xiaolin excelling. I still have a lot to learn from you in terms of student management," Zhou Ruiqiong's words made Liang Lu feel happy again, resolving this small conflict invisibly.

Liang Lu is not a stingy person. Zhou Ruiqiong's words made her feel relieved, and the matter passed. Then she reminded her, "Our school gives recognition to students and teachers for publishing papers. I'll get a sample form for you later. You can write a report according to it and submit it. Hurry up and apply for the accolades and scholarships from the Lin Building!"

"Thank you, Teacher Liang," Linlou quickly said thanks.

"It's okay, even if I don't say it, Teacher Zhou will definitely remember it! Ah, what a good student, why isn't he in my class."

"The school regulations I remember are like this. There are different levels of journals, and they have different bonus points for being an outstanding student. Journals like 'City Planning Journal' are just below foreign journals. As long as your regular grades are not too bad and you don't make any big mistakes, Lin, you are pretty much guaranteed to be one of the school's outstanding students this year, and you might also strive for a higher level." Mrs. Liang reminded warmly.

"As for the bonuses, I remember that for district-level journals it's ten yuan, for higher-level officials it's twenty yuan, and for national-level it's forty yuan. That's quite a sum of money, enough for you to buy many reference books."

"Since the paper has already been published, the teacher will help you organize the materials and you just need to sign it later! Our school is quite efficient in this aspect, I estimate it won't take long to get it issued." Zhou Ruiqiong was afraid that Lin Lou was in urgent need of money, so she explained it to him specifically.

"I'm not in a hurry, teacher, you don't need to worry too much, just follow the process. Forty yuan may be a lot for ordinary students, but for Linlou, it's nothing. He didn't even realize that buying film costs more than this."

"Wenxuan, please pour some water for yourself. There are cups over there. I'll take a look at the article first," Zhou Ruiqiong asked them to sit down and started reading the article herself.

"Okay." Wenxuan, as the class leader, often visited Zhou Ruiqiong's office, grabbing the electric kettle and quickly filling it up first for Liang Lu and Zhou Ruiqiong, then washing two cups, pouring a cup for himself and Lin Lou as well.

Then they started chatting, "Teacher Liang, what are the criteria for being an excellent student at our school?"

"You're wondering if you're qualified, aren't you?" Wenxuan was articulate and perceptive, and Liang Lu didn't mind him. In fact, she joked with him, "Each department only has a limited number of spots, and Linlou has basically secured one. If you also take one, our class will have nothing left!"

After the joke, Liang Lu started talking to them about various conditions for commendation, such as being a good student, an excellent class cadre, and an outstanding member of the Communist Youth League. She also suggested that based on Wen Xuan's specific situation, he should strive to become an excellent class cadre.

After chatting for a while, Zhou Ruiqiong also finished reading the article. "This is the project that Member Wu went to visit last time, right? I have also heard about it."

"Yes, that's the one. It was the document that Commissioner Wu helped me submit. Otherwise, it wouldn't have passed so quickly," Linlou replied. "The project is still under renovation. After it's completed, it will serve as a salon for young teachers in our school's architecture department. When it's ready, both you and Teacher Liang are welcome to come and visit."

"That's not a bad idea," Zhou Ruiqiong and Liang Lu both perked up at the suggestion. Neither of them were married and they lived in the teacher's dormitory on campus. After work, they were occasionally bored, so having a place to interact with people their own age sounded quite appealing.

After chatting for a while, Zhou Ruiqiong suddenly remembered something, "By the way, did you design this project completely on your own?"

"Uh, I designed the main architecture, and the landscaping, decoration, and water and electricity aspects were all greatly assisted by Mr. Li, Mr. Hu, and Mr. Jin."

"It's okay. Are you able to complete the main building? Do you have all the complete drawings?" After asking several questions, Zhou Ruiqiong received affirmative answers. She clapped her hands excitedly and said, "Lin Lou, how about I help you register for this year's university architectural design competition?"
Chapter 103 Fellowship

"Previously, our country used to hold a lot of architectural design competitions. After a period of suspension, they are now being planned again. In April of this year, the Architectural Society, the Construction Design Bureau, the Arts Bureau of the Ministry of Culture, and the General Administration of Building Construction jointly held a national competition for the design of small and medium-sized theaters. Some people from our school also participated."

"This year, the magazine 'Architect' proposed to hold a national architecture design competition for college students. Although this magazine was only established last year, the supervising unit is the National Urban Construction Bureau, sponsored by the Architectural Industry Press and co-sponsored by the School of Architecture of Southeast University. The magazine is of a high level." Zhou Ruiqiong told Linlou about the background.

"This is the most influential university student architectural design competition in recent years. As soon as the news was announced, it attracted the attention of major architecture departments in universities across the country. Tongji University, Southeast University, Tianjin University, South China University of Technology, and our Tsinghua University have all selected outstanding students to participate."

"Originally, the students selected by our school were all seniors and fifth-year students. The remaining students haven't laid a solid foundation yet, so it's a bit early for them to participate in the competition. However, your work is very well completed, and you even received praise from Commissioner Wu. In that case, you have more than enough ability to participate in the competition. If you want to participate, I will help you register!"

"Yeah, how could I forget about this!" Liang Lu also looked up from the magazine and pointed to the picture, saying, "This project is so good. If we go, we are definitely going to win an award. The competition guidelines didn't mention anything about not allowing freshmen to participate, right? As long as the work is completed during our time at school, we are qualified to participate in the Lin building for sure!"

Wow, I'm about to bring back another big award. I'm definitely going to be behind her in the year-end evaluation. Liang Lu once again regrets not being assigned to Lin Lou's class.

"Lin Lou, what are you still hesitating for? Hurry up and agree! This is a nationwide grand prize!" Wen Xuan urged as he saw Lin Lou remaining silent, and quickly gave him a push.

I just feel that it's a bit unfair for me to participate in this kind of competition right now. But this is also a good opportunity to bring glory to our school. I have enjoyed so many conveniences provided by the school, and I should also give back. Only in this way can we form a closer relationship, and it will be easier to ask the school for help in the future.

And furthermore, as the saying goes, fame should be achieved early. By now, I have already won the favor of Commissioner Wu with my innovative Siheyuan design. If I can gain more recognition from professionals in the architecture industry in this competition, it will be even more helpful for enhancing my reputation.

"I am a little too excited. Since Teacher Zhou thinks I am capable, I will sign up! What do I need to prepare?" Linlou asked.

"It's still the registration and preliminary selection stage, so you don't need to prepare too much. Just submit your design sketches to me, and then write a design explanation outlining your thought process for this project. I will help you send it to the organizing committee."

"If you enter the final competition, there may be a defense session, and the reviewing teachers will ask you questions on the spot. You can start preparing for this, but there's no need to rush. After the final competition notice is issued, I will ask other teachers from the school to help provide targeted training for you," recalled Zhou Ruiqiong.

There's no need for this. How could a few judges be more difficult than the challenges I faced from the client at the beginning? Dealing with them is just a piece of cake. I have already written the design specifications while drawing the blueprints, so I can use them directly now.

"Since you have it, that's even better. Go back and rewrite it, then redraw a copy of the blueprint to give to me." In the future, these are just things that can be solved with a printer in a minute, but for now, photocopy machines are still rare and have not yet been popularized, so they had to rely on manual rewriting.

"The bonus is coming, I have to treat everyone!" On the way back, Wenxuan patted Linlou's shoulder and said, it seems that the tradition of treating everyone after receiving a scholarship has been around since the 1980s.

Of course, based on Linlou's understanding of Wenxuan, he knew that he could say so because he was financially well-off. If Xing Ruhua had received a scholarship, he definitely wouldn't have mentioned it.

“Why wait until the scholarship comes down? Let's go tonight to the courtyard I designed and have a barbecue party like the Americans do! I've got plenty of meat and vegetables, as long as we don't drink too much, it'll be fine! Since the paper has been published, let's just take them over there openly.”

"This is great! I've only seen it in movies before, but have never tried it myself!" Wenxuan exclaimed, then felt it would be a pity if only a few people from our dormitory went. "By the way, can we invite some more people? I'll cover the extra expenses!"

"Have you set your sights on that girl from our school?" No need to ask, I already know you're trying to ask a girl out.

"What do you mean I have targeted someone? Wasn't it Xu Yingxue who has been clamoring to have a fellowship with our dormitory all along? I think having a barbecue fellowship would be suitable!" Wen Xuan quickly explained.

"Okay, don't worry about the money. Just help with the groceries," Lin Lou pulled out a stack of money from his pocket and handed it over. "The money for the tickets and selling the vegetables is all in here. If it's not enough, you can ask me for more."

"Don't be polite, this is not just your business, I will chip in too!" Wenxuan said as he prepared to pay.

"It's nothing, just consider it as striking a blow against the rich. Besides, I have more money than you, and what if others join in? Hua Zi and Zhong Ming, will they join in or not?"

They both come from the countryside and need to send some of their monthly subsidies back home. They live frugally and if they are not allowed to go out, they would feel uncomfortable. But if they are allowed to go out, they will go hungry for the next half month.

"Alright! Don't worry about the rest. I'll take care of it and make sure everything is in order," Wenxuan said without saying anything.

During the afternoon class, I mentioned it to Xu Yingxue. After class, she hurried back to the dormitory. There are few female students in the architecture department, and their dormitory also accommodates students from other departments. She needs to inform them and tidy up before the girls come out.

Wenxuan brought a few people from the dorm, bought a few catties of meat, a large pile of potatoes, green beans, and eggplants, and also brought a bucket of bulk white wine, two bottles of Arctic Ocean soda. He hurriedly lifted them to the quadrangle without stopping to visit, then quickly ran away, "I'm going back to pick up the girls, you guys get ready first!"

"Wow, this house is quite grand! It's even more impressive than the former landlord's house in our village before liberation!" Xing Ruhua stood in the courtyard, stunned.

"Don't just stand there daydreaming, come over and help cut the meat, wash the vegetables, and peel the garlic!" Before he could even react, Huang Yaxiang dragged him over to help.

After a busy twenty minutes, Wenxuan finally brought the girl back. "Come, come, take a look, this is a house designed by Linlou himself!"
Chapter 104 Less is More

"The house has received praise even from our department's Committee Member Wu, who is a leading expert in the field of architecture in our country. Today, there are also female students from other departments, and Wenyuansisheng is afraid that they might not understand, so he has even used Committee Member Wu to endorse it."

"Besides, at noon today, Lin and I went to report to Teacher Zhou. Teacher Zhou suggested that Lin should take this project to participate in the national competition for college students' architectural design. Maybe in a little while, he may bring back a big prize for our school!" Wenxuan also felt it would be awkward to take credit for Lin's work and so he praised him wholeheartedly.

"Wow? So impressive?" The girl from a different department may not understand architecture, but she can still appreciate being a department committee member and participating in a national competition.

"The house is indeed quite beautiful, much better looking than those old traditional courtyard houses!" This is an aesthetic evaluation.

After chattering for a while, Linlou and Wenxuan welcomed them in and said, "Everyone, please have a seat. You can grill whatever you want to eat by yourselves, and feel free to ask for help if you don't know how. We have some sodas here for you to drink first."

After coming in, they sat down, and the people from the two dormitories introduced themselves first. Some of them started to help with the barbecue, while others helped distribute alcoholic drinks and beverages.

"Wenxuan, I have to say you weren't bragging. Apart from the lack of a lawn and champagne, this doesn't seem much different from the American parties in the movies," praised Xu Yingxue. "This is much more interesting than the gatherings in the cafeteria or on the playground in the other dorms."

"No, in fact, there's still something missing - there's no band performance! But it's not a problem, we can do it ourselves. I'll sing a bit of 'Shajiabang' first, then the boys and girls can take turns to perform!" In this kind of situation, Wenxuan was getting excited.

"In the beginning when Laozi's troop just started, there were only about ten or twenty people and seven or eight guns. When we were chased by the imperial army, I was so dizzy and confused, but thanks to Sister Aqing who told me to hide in the water tank..." After speaking, he started singing incoherently.

"Hahaha, you know what, Wenxuan, this performance of yours really reminds me of Commander Diao!" After the song finished, everyone burst into laughter, and the initial restraint of just getting to know each other was significantly alleviated.

"Oops, why did I choose this part? If I had known earlier, I would have sung 'Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy'. I am so heroic, I should have been a ***!" Wenxuan slapped his thigh and pretended to be remorseful.

This caused another round of laughter from the girls. Wenxuan waved his hand, "Alright, alright, I've made a fool of myself. Now it's the girls' turn to perform, right? Xu Yingxue, why don't you go first?"

"I'll pass. With Bing Bing here, how can I dare to go first? Bing Bing, show them what real singing is!" Xu Yingxue pulled the girl next to her.

Yubingbing is about 1.75 meters tall, and among girls of this era, she gives off an air of elegance with her short hair and delicate features. When Xuyingxue introduced her, she was not shy, and confidently said, "Then I'll sing 'Rowing the Boat Together' for everyone!"

"Let's row the oars, push the small boat through the waves, with the beautiful white pagoda reflected on the sea, surrounded by green trees and red walls, the boat gently drifting on the water, feeling the cool breeze blowing in the face..."

The voice is clear and melodious, as soon as it starts, it stuns the audience. This is definitely a professional level, the voice, rhythm, breathing, and stage presence all mercilessly overshadowed Wen Xuan Si.

At the end of the song, the applause thundered. Wen Xuan exclaimed, "I remember our school doesn't have a music department? How did you find such a professional player, Xu Yingxue? Are you here to show off?"

"Bingbing has been a part of the school choir from elementary school to high school. She outshone everyone at the English department's welcome party and the next day, the president of the school's music club personally invited her to join! Okay, that's our performance done. Now it's your turn. I must warn you in advance, someone like Wenxuan who just tags along for the sake of it won't do!"

With the ostentatious display of military power, everyone else was a bit hesitant to step forward. In the end, Linlou finally spoke up, "I'll sing an English song for everyone!"

And then he started singing "500 Miles", "If you miss the train I'm on, you will know that I am gone, you can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles, a hundred miles, a hundred miles..."

This song was created by American folk singer Hedy West in 1961, and has since been covered by countless artists. Lin Lou particularly likes Justin Timberlake's rendition in the movie "Inside Llewyn Davis" and has studied it specifically.

Yubingbing's singing skills are professional. If I sing a Chinese song, I will inevitably be overshadowed by her. So let's be smart and switch to a fresh English song instead.

Sure enough, when the performance ended, both the boys and girls took the initiative to applaud. Xu Yingxue joked, "Lin Lou, are you singing English songs because you heard that our Bingbing is an English major?"

After speaking, there was an immediate uproar on the scene. However, Yu Bingbing did not feel embarrassed by this. Instead, he generously changed seats and sat next to Lin Lou, asking, "What's the name of this song? It sounds really good. Can you lend me the lyrics to copy?"

"Five Hundred Miles, I'll just write it for you." Linlou went to the room to get a pen and notebook, and started to write the lyrics. Yu Bingbing watched him write silently, and hummed according to his memory. Surprisingly, she sang about seventy to eighty percent of the song. It seems that this girl indeed has talent in singing.

"Here you go!" 
After finishing writing, Lin Lou tore off the lyrics and handed it to her.

"Thanks, I'll sing this next time there's a performance at school. Here, take this. You haven't eaten anything for half a day," Yu Bingbing took the lyrics and handed two skewers of meat to Linlou.

"The original version of this song was a trio, with two male voices and one female voice. If we can find the right partners, it will be better than a solo performance," Linlou reminded.

Yubingbing closed her eyes slightly and imagined for a moment, "Hmm, handling it this way would indeed be better. I'll give it a try later."

After this incident, the two of them seemed to be getting a little familiar. Yu Bingbing didn't rush back even after getting the lyrics, but continued to sit here and chat with Linlou, "Although I don't understand architecture, from an aesthetic point of view, when I see this building, I can indeed feel a unique sense of beauty."

"Unlike the complexity of traditional quadrangle courtyards, it appears more simple, yet does not lose the essence of the original quadrangle courtyard," Yu Bingbing expressed his feelings about this house.

"This is actually one of the features of modernist architecture, which opposes excessive and useless decoration in architecture and boldly creates new buildings that meet the conditions and requirements of industrial society. To borrow the words of one of the four masters of modernist architecture, Mies van der Rohe, 'less is more.' This girl has good aesthetic taste, and Lin Lou just added a few more words."

"less is more? This is quite interesting, isn't it?" Yu Bingbing's eyes lit up.

Thank you for the rewards from Xiaoyu Peigen, Dai Tianchen, and Sanlang Xiaobaixing.
Chapter 105: Architecture is also a Science

The 1980s was also an era of flourishing aesthetics. The aesthetician Zhu Guangqian, at the age of 82, wrote "Letters on Aesthetics," in the form of letters, which vividly and naturally popularized many profound aesthetic concepts, allowing many young people to come into contact with and understand aesthetics, and quickly having a huge impact.

Throughout the 1980s, everything had to be associated with aesthetics to be popular and upscale. Connecting literature, poetry, and aesthetics, creating film aesthetics and poetry aesthetics seemed logical. As for things like "legal aesthetics" and "industrial aesthetics," it was not surprising either. Aesthetics was a hot topic, books on aesthetics were bestsellers, and aestheticians were naturally popular figures.

Due to the difficulty in accessing information, most young students can only obtain the aesthetic viewpoints of Bacon, Kant, Hegel, and Plekhanov from works such as "Brief Principles of Aesthetics". They are not familiar with the new aesthetic viewpoints from abroad. Therefore, when Lin Lou mentioned this, it piqued Yu Bingbing's interest.

Actually, it's not just nowadays. Even in the future where Lin Lou resides, "less is more" is also a popular catchphrase among young people, especially those artistic and petit bourgeoisie youths trying to show off. However, perhaps not many people know that this was said by Mies van der Rohe, and their understanding of this phrase may differ greatly from Mies's original intention.

"Architecture is not only a science, but also an art. It also emphasizes aesthetics. The concept of beauty varies in different periods. 'Less' is not emptiness, but simplicity. 'More' is not crowded, but perfection. With the development of industrial society, the intricate decorations of classical architecture no longer meet the needs of the times."

"However, the new architectural concept has not been established yet. At that time, the masters all put forward their own opinions. Adolf Loos believed 'ornament is crime' in response to the intricate decoration in classical architecture. Peter Behrens opposed the non-functional design in classical architecture and advocated starting from functionalism. Le Corbusier proposed 'Towards a New Architecture'."

"And Mies van der Rohe's 'less is more' stands out among the thoughts of these masters, perfectly interpreting what kind of architecture modern society needs!"

The idea originated 28 years ago and has influenced a large number of architects and designers. However, later on, some architects proposed opposite views. For example, Robert Venturi believed that "less is a bore," expressing dissatisfaction with minimalism. He felt that the language of modernist architecture was not understood by the masses, and that popular architecture tends to be ordinary in form, lively, highly decorative, and metaphorical...

Robert Venturi is a representative figure of postmodern architecture. His designs are often very abstract, with a historic quality and adorned with marks and symbols. He uses simple geometric shapes and incorporates them into his designs.

"So, whose aesthetic concept does your design lean towards, the two of them?" Yu Bingbing propped up his chin with his left hand, listening very attentively, until Linlou finished speaking before asking.

"Compared to traditional old-fashioned quadrangle dwellings, my project is much simpler, but compared to Mies's design, I still retained a lot of decorations. After all, without these decorations, this courtyard would not be enough to be called a quadrangle dwelling, and would lose its soul. If there were only bare walls, that would be too boring. Life still needs some decoration and color!"

"Reducing and screening are not nothing, and 'less' is not 'none'." Lin Lou concluded his argument with two English words.

"Yeah, I also feel that our old courtyard at home is a bit stuffy. Your place feels much fresher! It seems like Yu Bingbing really likes this place. Can I continue to come here as a guest in the future?"

As an architect, it's natural to feel happy when others like your design. Lin Lou readily responded, "No problem, I originally intended to turn this place into a salon, so having more customers would be even better."

"By the way, where are you from? Does your family work in this field? Otherwise, it would be too exaggerated for a freshman to design such a modern and aesthetically pleasing building." Perhaps it was because he had a good chat with Linlou that Yue Bingbing's interest shifted from architecture to Linlou himself.

Xu Yingxue seemed to have heard her words, and she glanced back slightly, seemingly admiring her boldness, while also vaguely carrying a different nuance.

"I'm from Nanjiang City, Haidong Province. My parents aren't in this line of work, but I've been interested in construction since I was young, so I learned a lot in advance," Lin Lou repeated the old saying.

Yu Bingbing didn't ask any further. "I am a native of Beijing. My father used to be a soldier, so what I am is not the soldier of ice and snow, but a soldier's soldier."

"Then he definitely wants you to join the army. You have let him down, you know!" Lin Lou joked.

"Although joining the army is not a bad choice, it was not my wish at that time! For me, respecting my father doesn't mean that I should sacrifice myself to fulfill his wish," Yu Bingbing said playfully with a smile.

The conversation with Yu Bingbing made Lin feel very comfortable. She didn't seem much like a girl from the 1980s, but more like those more independent and self-reliant young women of the future generations, who are brave in pursuing themselves. Lin appreciates this about her.

By 9 o'clock in the evening, everyone tidied up and went back to school. Before leaving, they had already made plans to come back here to play next weekend. This made Lin Lou faintly look forward to meeting Yu Bingbing again next time.

In the following days, Lin Lou's life seemed to be no different from usual. He would either attend classes with his roommates, or go to French tutoring, or follow the study schedules with Zhang Fengwen and Zhong Jintai on alternate days.

He felt strange that after Chong received his analysis report, he didn't say anything. Although they chatted a few times about Xiangshan Hotel, he didn't mention the whereabouts of the report.

Perhaps he is still hesitating? There are concerns about whether the Tsinghua Architecture Department and Committee Member Wu should be involved in this matter, as well as doubts about this report. After all, I am just a freshman, it's too early for me to start questioning a master like Pei Zhu.

Do we just passively wait like this? According to the last time he mentioned, it won't be long before Bei Yuming arrives in the country. This time he is coming to finalize the final plan. If we don't hurry up and give the report to Commissioner Wu before that, it will be too late.

So what should I do? Lin Lou pondered, looking for a breakthrough to prove that my opinions are indeed valuable. But there is no uniform standard in art.

However, architecture is not only an art, but also a science!

Thank you for supporting my stomach. I am the one who revived. Guozi came to read books. The girl fell in love with the carrot. Jianhun platform. Book friend 150330161817729. Book friend 140920014318110. Thank you, Little Rain and Bacon, can you see the picture I posted in the menu chapter?
Chapter 106 Fatigue Resistance Experiment

Zhang Fengwen still harbors doubts about my opinion, so I need to present irrefutable evidence to prove my argument. While there may not be a definitive answer in art, there is no room for ambiguity in science. Right is right, and wrong is wrong. No matter how beautiful your architectural design is, it's useless if the structural calculations are not sound.

Of course, I.M. Pei certainly would not make such a basic mistake. There are no structural design issues with the Xiangshan Hotel, but it may not be the case for other areas.

Lin had his plan all figured out and when the weekend came, he asked Yang Yanzhi to lend him a bicycle. He headed straight to Chen's village. Fortunately, Chen's village was not far from Tsinghua University. Before lunchtime, Lin had reached the outskirts of the village and could see thick smoke rising from the brick kiln from a distance.

This will be held accountable by the environmental protection department in the future, but for now, it is the hope for the villagers to work hard and get rich. If anyone dares to demolish it, the villagers will definitely not agree.

The smoke is too thick, indicating that the design of the kiln is unreasonable and the combustion is not sufficient. Next time they need to repair the new brick kiln, they should find students majoring in thermal power to help redesign it, as it is their expertise.

"Lin, why didn't you let me know in advance that you were coming? I could have picked you up!" Seeing Lin approaching, Chen Dejiang hurriedly went to greet him from a distance, and quickly asked Chen Deshan to go back and inform the family to prepare lunch for Lin.

Since partnering with Linlou in business, he has changed the way he addresses him in front of others to avoid unnecessary trouble. However, in private, he still refers to him as "Boss Lin."

"I've got something urgent to attend to! Can you come over and help me out?" Lin got off his bicycle and walked unsteadily. The village road was bumpy and his bike had no shock absorption, which made the journey quite a challenge for him.

"How's the situation now? Everything is going smoothly, right?" Linlou saw that the young workers around the brick kiln were all busy, some kneading the clay, some operating the brick-making machine to make brick blanks, and some neatly stacking the fired bricks. Despite the hard work, they all had a faint smile on their faces.

When it comes to hardship, it's hard to find work outside, and you have to go to the city, where you can't eat or live well. Isn't it more comfortable in the village? When it's time to eat, your wife prepares and brings the meal over, and you can go home at night and sleep with your wife, which is much more comfortable than sleeping with a bunch of men in a dormitory outside.

"It's going well, it's going well! There's a shortage of bricks everywhere now, so we don't have to worry about selling them at all. Look at these bricks on display, they've all been ordered. There are already people who have arranged to buy the ones being fired in the kiln. Just these ones that have paid a deposit are enough for us to keep firing until next month!" Chen Dejiang explained the situation with a elated expression to Lin Lou.

Lin Lou walked up to the neatly arranged brick wall, casually picked up a brick and broke it open to inspect the core. Satisfied, he nodded and said, "Even with good business, we can't be careless. We need to ensure the quality of every single brick."

"Don't be fooled by the good business now. Everyone is eager to have a share. However, making bricks and tiles is not a difficult task, and other villages will catch up sooner or later. When more and more people are making bricks, they won't sell as well as they do now. The one with a good reputation will have better business. Don't be greedy for petty gains."

"I understand, I understand. My grandfather used to tell me that the Chen family has always emphasized on providing genuine goods at fair prices, and we never deceive anyone, young or old!" Chen Dejiang promised, patting his chest. Then he leaned in close to Lin Lou and whispered, "I have the accounts all carefully recorded. Next week, I will bring you the dividends for this month. If you need the money urgently, I can give it to you right now!"

"No need for that. Since we agreed, let's stick to the rules!" Lin Lou is very clear about the brick and tile market. He can calculate how many bricks this kiln can produce every month, so he is not worried about him cheating.

"Can you help me fire a kiln of tiles? You can deduct the money from the bonus, but you need to move the deadline forward for me. The sooner you finish firing, the better." Lin Lou made his intentions clear.

"Have all the tiles on your roof been laid? What else needs to be done with the tiles?" Chen Dejiang asked subconsciously. But then he realized, why do I care what he's going to do with them? The big boss has already spoken, so we just need to follow orders. If you've made up your mind to cozy up to the big shot, then you definitely need to make them feel comfortable.

Cheng, once these kiln bricks are made, I will fire them for you. What kind of tiles do you want? Don't worry about the money, you've helped me so much and I haven't even thanked you yet!

"Although I own a share of this, business dealings still need to abide by rules. The money that's owed should be paid to avoid future troubles. Moreover, didn't you already thank me before? I really like that set of Huanghuali cabinets!"

Lin Lou opened the notebook and handed it to him, "Can this type of tile, which is of a larger size and thicker than the tiles used for building houses, be produced?"

Oops, I've been so busy making and selling bricks recently that I forgot to help someone find some old items. Is he trying to provoke me? No, I'll go look around after this batch of tiles is fired. Chen Dejiang is being a bit paranoid.

He took the notebook and carefully studied the drawings of the Linlou painting. "These dimensions for the tiles are indeed rare, but the principle is the same. Just make the mold slightly larger," he said.

Traditional roof tiles are handmade using a special mold, which has a cylindrical shape with a handle. There are four convex marks on the outside of the cylinder to divide it into four equal parts. The cylinder is evenly coated with trampled clay on the top, and then the mold is rotated to spread and remove the clay from the inside, leaving behind a cylindrical clay blank.

Coat the bottom of the clay mold with straw, stack it up for air-drying until completely dry, then lightly tap along the imprints to break the cylinder into four bricks. Finally, transport the bricks to the kiln for firing.

The size of the mold determines the size of the tile. If you want larger tiles, just make a larger mold. Of course, the firing time will also be different. However, brick and tile kilns have peepholes, and experienced craftsmen can just take a glance through the peephole.

"After it's burnt, there's no need to transport it. I think the spot in front looks pretty good. When the time comes, you can clear the area and lay the burnt tiles on top, just like building a house." Linlou pointed to the open space ahead and said.

Then turned to the next page, "According to my requirements, water the tiles on top every day, and then light several fires next to it for roasting..."

"What are you planning to do? If you keep messing around like this, the tiles will be damaged!" Hearing this, Chen Dejiang became even more puzzled.

"I specifically want these tiles to break. I am conducting a fatigue resistance experiment on the tiles, simulating the effects of wind, sun, and rain by dripping water and lighting fires, in order to see how many years our tiles can last! Once the experiment is completed, we will have conclusive evidence."
Chapter 107 Talk through Pictures

What's the point of doing this? Can't we just replace the tiles if they break? Besides, everyone in the city is building tall buildings now, who still uses tiles? Chen Dejiang grumbled in his heart but didn't dare to say it out loud, after all, he was currently relying on others.

"I've written down the specific methods here. Just find someone to follow the steps written here every day. You estimate how much to pay them at the end of the day, and it will be deducted from my bonus later," Lin said, pointing to the steps in the notebook.

Painters use brushes to create art, photographers use cameras to create art, and architects rely on various building materials to construct their dreams. Ieoh Ming Pei excels in the use of steel, concrete, glass, and stone, Mies van der Rohe favors glass, and Vo Trong Nghia uses bamboo, which Vietnam is abundant in. How can an architect not understand the performance of building materials?

So Linlou has also read a lot of papers on building materials before and is familiar with how to conduct fatigue tests. Now following the standard procedure, submitting a fatigue report on the tiles, presumably Bei Yuming will abandon the idea of adding a tile roof to the Xiangshan Hotel, opening a breakthrough, and the remaining content should be easier for him to accept.

Lin Lou thinks that if it were building materials such as glass, cement, steel, and stone, Ieoh Ming Pei would definitely not make such a mistake, because he is very familiar with these materials. However, blue tiles are a unique building material in Asia.

In fact, Europe and America also have Spanish tiles, fish scale tiles, and North American shale tiles and other building materials. However, with the progress of industrialization and urbanization, the application scope of these tiles is becoming smaller and smaller. Bei Yuming has always focused on the design of large public buildings, and does not have a deep understanding of traditional blue tiles.

Childhood memories living in the Lion Grove Garden seem so distant, so it's normal not to know what consequences such a large-scale use of blue tiles may lead to.

"Xing, De Wang, come over here!" Since we have to do it, we need to perform well. Chen Dejiang immediately called the person over and asked him to make a larger mold for the next kiln to start firing this type of tile.

"It's getting late, let's go back to the village for dinner first!" After making arrangements, Chen Dejiang took Linlou back to his home and warmly entertained him. By the afternoon, the mold was completed and they started making roof tiles.

Linlou was right next door, so I decided to go and have a look. I ended up staying there until after 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The ride back was not easy, and I was worried about falling if I didn't make it back into the city before dark.

In the following period, Lin ran back and forth between school and Chen's village, closely monitoring the progress of the experiment, and finally got the results he wanted.

"Boss Lin, it's only been a few days, and the tiles have started to break." Chen Dejiang was a bit worried. "I hope I haven't done a bad job on this?"

"How about I fire another kiln, I guarantee it will be better than these!"

"No problem, it's actually a good thing that it's broken!" Linlou held the Leica camera and kept clicking at those broken tiles, making the surrounding villagers feel distressed for a while.

In the village, people only begrudgingly take a few photos when young people get married. What's the point of taking pictures of broken tiles with a camera? Isn't this a waste of money? If my child dared to do this, I would have to break his legs.

"Alright, this is all settled. You go ahead and attend to your business!" Having gathered enough data, Lin put away the camera and prepared to return to write the experimental report.

"Boss Lin, how are these tiles going to be handled? Do you still need them? Shall I help you take them back?" Chen Dejiang stopped and asked.

"These are all broken. I'll take them back to dry... They still seem to be useful. Can you help me take them inside the yard?" Lin Lou was about to refuse, but suddenly remembered the usefulness of these tiles.

In Linlou's view, the architect most skilled in using tiles must be Wang Shu. In Wang Shu's designs, tiles are not only used to cover roofs but also for decoration.

Stacking the tiles into a patterned tile wall to be used as a partition; embedding the tiles on the wall with the curved side facing up to hold things; a few tiles put together can form a flowerpot for planting flowers and grass...even using steel wire to string the tiles together and suspend them in the air, creating a curtain wall, similar to the design of Kengo Kuma.

The most precious thing for human beings is imagination. As long as you dare to imagine, even the most ordinary and ancient materials can shine with new brilliance. There are no unusable building materials, only unsuitable architects.

In that case, we need to communicate with Mr. Li and Mr. Hu again. Fortunately, these are just some small details and shouldn't be too troublesome.

"Alright!" Chen Dejiang shouted, asking Chen Dewang to bring the tractor over. Everyone worked together, and soon the tractor was fully loaded. Linlou followed the tractor back, and they made several trips to bring back all the tiles, stacking them neatly by the wall in the yard.

They happen to be having a gathering this weekend. Let's talk about the roofing tiles later! Lin, go to the darkroom first to develop the photos, and then start writing the experiment report.

Unlike the popular practice of experimental reports, Lin Lou attached photos to his report. He didn't just take photos on the last day. Starting from the first day when the tiles were placed on the open ground, he took photos at every important stage. These photos clearly show the changes in the tiles at different times, which is more intuitive than any written description.

Originally, it was supposed to be an experimental report consisting of text and charts, but he managed to turn it into something that feels like a PowerPoint presentation from the future. After it was completed, it formed a thick stack when held in hand, with the thickness being almost entirely contributed by photos.

Lin Lou approached Zhang Fengwen with the experiment report, and after telling him the purpose, Zhang Fengwen was stunned for a long time. Since that day, Lin Lou's expression had changed, and it was not difficult for him to guess that Lin Lou was not content and also wanted to find another opportunity to talk to him. However, he never expected that Lin Lou would take such drastic measures.

"Did this experiment cost a lot of money?" Zhang Fengwen looked at the photos. Burning tiles, hiring people to follow the experiment process, and taking photos all cost money. And this surely wasn't a project from Tsinghua University, so he couldn't apply for funding. He must have funded it out of his own pocket for private research.

"It's not much, probably less than a thousand yuan." Lin Lou answered truthfully.

"Less than a thousand yuan?" Zhang Fengwen laughed at his words. Do you know how much my annual salary is?

"Let's not talk about that. Let me first take a look at your report." Zhang Fengwen waved his hand and picked up the report, reading it carefully. He was completely engrossed in it, with so many photos, this experiment report looks really comfortable to read, doesn't it?

Can you see the conclusion of the experiment? Zhang Fengwen seems unsettled again. Could it be that the large tiled roof of the Fragrant Hills Hotel is really not suitable?
Chapter 108 You Accompany Me to Meet Him

Zhang Fengwen walked into Commissioner Wu's office carrying a briefcase containing experiment reports and a summary of opinions from the Fragrant Mountain Restaurant, and reported on the progress of the design scheme for the new building of the Beijing Library. At the same time, he pondered how to broach the subject.

"Uh, the current progress is good, but we still need to hurry up! We can't just complete it by the deadline, there must be some time for changes." After talking about the library matters, before Zhang Fengwen could speak, Commissioner Wu took the initiative to mention Linlou, "By the way, how has Lin been performing at your place recently? Can he keep up?"

"Uh, how should I put it, it's a bit unexpected! Can you imagine a freshman picking out so many issues from the design proposal by Ieoh Ming Pei? And they've hit the nail on the head with every single point!"

"Oh? How did it turn out unexpectedly?" Commissioner Wu became interested. Despite his older age, he particularly likes outstanding young people, and he has high expectations for Linlou.

"Let's take a look at these first. I showed him the plan from Xiangshan Hotel in accordance with your instructions. I originally just wanted him to see the master's work and broaden his horizons, but I didn't expect him to come up with so many opinions. And when I hesitated for a moment, he went off to conduct practical experiments to prove his ideas on his own!" Zhang Fengwen began to search through his bag.

"I should take a good look at the advice for Master Bei? I'm quite surprised," said Wu, quickly taking the summary of suggestions and the experimental reports to read.

At first glance, he was captivated and only raised his head after half an hour. "These opinions... indeed make a lot of sense. Mr. Bei went to another country at a young age and stayed in the United States for over thirty years. His understanding of Chinese traditional architecture and culture is not deep enough. If the Fragrant Hill Hotel were to be made as a purely modern building, it would be fine. However, since he wants to incorporate elements of traditional Chinese architecture, there is a problem."

Commissioner Wu is only five years younger than architect Ieoh Ming Pei, so they are considered to be from the same generation. Therefore, he directly addresses Mr. Pei, "Were you hesitant to submit this summary of opinions to me earlier?"

"Well, this project is no longer just a matter for the architecture industry. Your position in the domestic architectural community is highly esteemed. If you were to come out and oppose this project, it would have a significant impact," Zhang Fengwen did not deny.

"And even if this project has various problems, it is still a rare and outstanding work of modernism. If it can be completed, it will be very beneficial to broaden the horizons of the domestic architectural industry." Zhang Fengwen was unwilling for Commissioner Wu to get involved in this troublesome matter and also did not want the domestic architectural industry to lose such a learning opportunity.

"As a member of the academic committee in the field of architecture appointed by the country, I should truthfully express my opinions on this matter. Whether it's good or has problems, I cannot hesitate just because Mr. Bei is a renowned American architect." Member Wu has always demonstrated a serious scholarly attitude.

"As for the issue of the sample, it wouldn't be a good thing for the domestic construction industry to build a sample that highlights defects. Does Xiaolin have class today? Please ask him to come and talk to me as soon as possible." Commissioner Wu intended to speak to Lin personally.

"He will be coming to my office soon, and I will bring him over when he arrives." Seeing that Commissioner Wu had already made up his mind, Zhang Fengwen stopped trying to persuade him. Given Commissioner Wu's and the status of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University in China, getting involved in this matter would just be a little trouble, and it didn't mean they were afraid.

Before long, Lin Lou followed Zhang Fengwen in. "Xiao Lin, I've been quite busy lately and haven't had much time to chat with you. I didn't expect such a big surprise from you!"

Questioning the master, if failed, the consequences go without saying. But if there is solid evidence that leaves the master with no room for argument, it will also bring honor to the school. Seeing this opinion everywhere, the experimental report should be detailed and accurate. Commissioner Wu is also happy for Tsinghua University to have such an outstanding young person.

"How did you think of the roof tiles being prone to cracking in the north?" Commissioner Wu asked, pointing at the experimental report.

"When I used to read in the library, I came across a story in the notes of Ming and Qing literati. It said that in the rainy season in Jiangnan, wealthy families would invite a rain master to inspect the roof tiles for any damage. If there were any, they would repair or replace them to prevent leaks during the rainy season," Linlou recounted the story.

"At that time, there was a well-known rain master in the city. While others brought various tools to repair the tiles, he went up empty-handed. After coming down, he reported how many tiles were damaged, and he had already fixed them. The homeowner paid him according to the number of tiles."

"Many people were curious about his secret, but no one ever figured it out. Even his disciples didn't know the secret until he taught it to them on his deathbed."

"Turns out, every time he went up to the roof, his pockets were filled with different sizes of mung beans, black beans, and soybeans. When he spotted holes in the tiles, he would stuff the beans into the holes according to their sizes. When the rainy season arrived, the beans would absorb moisture and expand, effectively sealing the holes. Then, the following year, when the weather dried up, the beans would shrink, allowing him to repeat the process all over again."

"But I was puzzled when I saw this story. Even if the tile is damaged, it would crack instead of producing holes, right? Do insects usually nibble on wood? So, when I went back to my hometown and carefully inspected the roof with a ladder, I did find some tiles that had cracked due to expansion and contraction from temperature changes, but none of them had circular holes on top!"

"After arriving in Beijing, I felt that the temperature difference between day and night was greater than in the south. I presume that the tiles are more likely to crack in the north, so when I saw the design of the Xiangshan Hotel, I had this idea, and then I found a way to conduct anti-fatigue experiments. Sure enough, the result was as expected." Ah, it's really not easy to find this reason.

"Haha, Mengzi said, 'Believe in everything you read is not as good as believing in nothing.' Xiaolin, when you read, you can raise questions and verify them, that's the way to learn!" This story amused Commissioner Wu.

"Did you prepare the funds for the experiment yourself? How about this, since this article has certain academic value, I'll help you submit it to 'Chinese Building Materials', and you can report the expenses to the department. They can help you with reimbursement," Commissioner Wu felt that it wasn't easy for Linlou to raise money and wanted to lighten his burden a bit.

"Thank you, Commissioner Wu." Linlou felt that it would be better to omit the cost of the tiles, after all, he would be taking them back for personal use, and leaving potential safety hazards just for the sake of a small amount of money.

Wu continued to inquire about various shortcomings of the Xiangshan Hotel, and Lin answered one by one. Wu nodded occasionally and asked questions from time to time. Finally, she nodded with satisfaction and said, "You have a very thorough understanding of this project and a deep understanding of Chinese traditional architectural culture. It's no wonder you were able to design such a courtyard."

"When Mr. Deng arrives, come with me to meet him!"
Chapter 109 Master's Courtesy

"Wu delegate, it might be inappropriate to bring Xiao Lin to such an important occasion at such a young age, don't you think?" Zhang Fengwen expressed some concerns. Not only will Wu delegate and Master Bei, authoritative figures in the architectural industry, be present, but also many government officials. Has Lin ever attended such occasions before? Could there be any issues?"

"Xiao Lin, what are your thoughts? If you have any concerns, I can also help convey your opinions when the time comes," said Commissioner Wu as he looked towards Lin.

"I don't want to miss the opportunity to meet a master like Mr. Pei, I have no hesitation," Lin Lou said without any hesitation. While it may be just a message delivered by Commissioner Wu, perhaps Mr. Pei would take it more seriously, but the personal impact on him would be completely different.

"Don't be fooled by his young age, he's quite bold!" Commissioner Wu was very satisfied. "But when we get there, don't speak out of turn. I'll let you speak when I ask you to."

"Okay, I understand. Giving feedback also depends on the timing. If you rush to give it right away, the other party might refuse to accept it even if they were originally willing to."

"Get prepared in these days, I will ask Fengwen to gather some information about Mr. Bei for you, and then find someone to teach you Western etiquette. Think about how you should speak at that time. Also, dress cleanly, but don't be too conspicuous..." Member Wu was afraid that Linlou would make a mistake, so she reminded him of various details.

"Don't worry, I will also keep an eye on these," Zhang Fengwen quickly responded. "As for the etiquette, let's go find Teacher Qiao from the English department. She is in charge of training for our school teachers going abroad for exchange programs."

In the next few days, Lin Lou will be even busier. He not only needs to carefully organize the language for the meeting with Mr. Bei, but also has to follow a group of teachers to learn Western etiquette. If it weren't for Commissioner Wu's early reminder, it's possible that Zhang Fengwen would have to make him some new clothes.

Fortunately, in later years, he often participated in various business activities and had a lot of dealings with foreigners. He had no trouble in this aspect and was praised several times by Teacher Qiao for his quick learning.

"My mom is also an English teacher and she taught me before," Lin Lou had to ask Jiang Yunying to come out again.

"No wonder, there's no need for you to learn what's left. You've already mastered what you need to, so don't be nervous later. Just try to relax as much as possible." After practicing twice, Teacher Qiao sent him away.

Finally, the day has come for I.M. Pei to arrive in Beijing. Wu, the committee member, took leave and asked Lin to accompany him to the airport to welcome I.M. Pei. When they arrived at the airport, they found out that they were not the only ones there to welcome him. There were also representatives from the State Council, the Beijing Municipal Government, the Chinese Society of Architects, and many others from the political and academic circles. The waiting lounge was crowded with people.

Today is just about trying to make an impression in front of Mr. Bei, to leave a little bit of an impression on him. It's probably impossible to talk business, and there might not even be a chance to shake hands with Mr. Bei.

"Mr. Wu, is this your grandson?" Someone looked at the curious Lin Lou next to Commissioner Wu.

"I wish I had such a promising grandson. He is a new student at our school, and I brought him here to broaden his horizons," Member Wu said with a smile.

"Oh, congratulations on gaining another proud disciple!" To be brought to see the world by Master Wu at such a young age, it seems he values this student very much.

After chatting for a while, about ten minutes before the plane landed, the airport personnel brought them to the end of the runway where a red carpet had already been prepared. There were even some children holding flowers ready to offer them to Mr. Bei and his team.

Everyone stood in line by the red carpet, with Linlou walking beside Commissioner Wu. He was full of envy, thinking to himself, "This is what it means to have the demeanor of a master. I wonder when I will have the opportunity to receive such treatment."

"We're here, we're here. Everyone stay alert. We can't afford to embarrass our country in front of the foreign guests." Seeing the plane slowly descending, someone reminded the others again, and they checked each other once more.

"Welcome, welcome, a warm welcome! Welcome, welcome, a warm welcome!" The plane was still taxiing on the runway, and the children had already started cheering with flowers in their hands.

The cabin door opened, and the slender figure of architect I. M. Pei, wearing black round glasses, appeared at the top of the gangway. He waved to everyone before walking down the gangway, followed by some foreigners who were members of his architectural firm. They all looked tired from the long flight and curiously observed the scene before them.

As soon as I stepped onto the runway, the children greeted me and raised their hands in salute, presenting flowers to Ieoh Ming Pei. A staff member introduced each person to Pei one by one: "Mr. Pei, this is a representative from the State Council Office... This is Liu Tong, the Secretary-General of the Beijing Municipal Government Office... This is President Jin from the Chinese Architectural Society... This is from the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University..."

"Hello, hello, it's really troubling for you to come to the airport amidst your busy schedule to pick me up, I really feel bad..." I.M. Pei handed the flowers to his secretary, with his iconic radiant smile on his face, warmly shaking hands with them one by one. He did not exude the arrogance that people imagine artists to have, as he has always been adept at dealing with people and would not make mistakes in such details.

"Liang Yong, my esteemed brother, we meet again," when he arrived at the office of Commissioner Wu, Ieoh Ming Pei changed to a more affectionate address.

"Brother Yuming, I've been eagerly waiting for your early return since we bid farewell last year," Commissioner Wu welcomed with a smile. Meanwhile, Lin Lou could only stand by with a smile as a background.

After the welcome was over, they took a few more pictures and got on the car to head to the city. They stopped at the Friendship Hotel, where they had a meal with I. M. Pei. They then sent them back to their room to rest as they had just flown in from the United States and needed to adjust to the time difference.

The remaining people also settled down here, preparing to discuss work with I.M. Pei tomorrow. However, they couldn't go back to their rooms to rest immediately. The group went to the conference room to have an internal discussion first.

The representatives of the State Council and the municipal government once again emphasized the significance of this collaboration, saying, "Mr. I.M. Pei is a world-renowned architectural master. Inviting him to design the Xiangshan Hotel can demonstrate to the world our country's determination in reform and opening up."

"We must cooperate well and make sure this project is completed as soon, early and well as possible." Representatives from other departments also expressed their opinions one after another.

"I feel much more at ease seeing everyone's determination," said Director Gu, who hosted the meeting. "The schedule for tomorrow is as follows: in the morning, several leaders will come to meet with Mr. Bei, and in the afternoon, Mr. Bei will give us a presentation on the design concept and details of the Xiangshan Hotel."

"We can handle other matters, but when it comes to professional aspects, it's up to Director Jin and Member Wu and other experts to oversee. By the way, you've already thoroughly reviewed the drawings, so there shouldn't be any issues, right?" asked Director Gu.
Chapter 110 Really Has Opinions

"Mr. Bei's design is very different from the prevailing styles in China today. There is much to learn from it, and we are still in the process of learning," said President Jin of the China Architecture Society in a serious tone. He is old and only thinking about retirement without any intention of meddling.

"What do you think, Commissioner Wu?" This was also expected by Director Gu, who turned his eyes to Commissioner Wu, prepared to obtain the same result from him.

Since last year, the Xiangshan Hotel project has been preparing for more than a year. The determination of the project team is very strong, and they believe that no one will raise any objections at this time. Even from a professional standpoint, Mr. I. M. Pei is a world-renowned master architect who has not only won numerous awards in the United States, but was also recently invited by French President Macron to renovate the Louvre.

If this were in China, it would be like renovating the Forbidden City. Taking on such a big project, designing a small restaurant should be a piece of cake. It should pass smoothly and we can start construction as soon as possible.

Commissioner Wu cleared his throat and began to speak, "Ahem, from the perspective of architectural design, Mr. Bei has attempted to integrate elements of traditional Chinese architecture into modern architectural styles. This endeavor is very valuable and worthy of our study, and can be said to be pioneering." The crowd nodded in agreement as they listened.

They all thought that Commissioner Wu might be as perfunctory as President Jin, exchanging a few pleasantries and then ending the conversation. However, after praising a few words, Commissioner Wu's tone suddenly changed, "However, while this project is definitely worth learning from in the broader sense, there are indeed some issues in many details. I plan to have a good chat with Mr. Bei tomorrow when he wakes up!"

"What's the problem?" Director Gu immediately sat upright in his seat. "Even if there are some small issues, it shouldn't matter, right? The most important thing now is to start as soon as possible. Mr. Mu and Mr. Guo have been waiting for more than a year. If it's just minor details and won't have a big impact, there's no need to dwell on it, right?"

"Yes, the municipal government has already prepared the funds. If we don't start construction soon, it would be a waste. Deputy Mayor Fang is also looking forward to laying the foundation for the project with Mr. Bei!" Secretary Liu from the municipal government also chimed in.

And Wu and Lin, from the perspective of architectural design, have different stances, therefore their attitudes towards this project naturally differ.

"I also understand the significant importance of this project very well. However, precisely because of this, we should present better work. If the project runs into continuous issues after completion, it would go against the original intention of building the project and may not necessarily be beneficial to our country's international image."

With what Wu said, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong couldn't insist anymore. It's true, after exerting so much effort and spending so much money, it wouldn't be good if the expected results aren't achieved in the end.

"Wu delegate, you mentioned that there are many problems. Could you select a few that we can understand and discuss with the leaders? While it may be common for grassroots officials to ignore expert advice and rely solely on their own preferences, officials at their level still understand the importance of listening humbly."

And Commissioner Wu is a member of the academic department and enjoys treatment at the deputy-ministerial level, with a higher rank than the two of them. Since he has spoken, they have to listen no matter what.

"The most obvious one is the tiled roof. You can take a look at this experimental report," Member Wu gestured to Secretary Lin to distribute the documents to everyone present.

"Although blue tiles are a common traditional building material, large-scale installation like this is rare in history. There are not many references to whether this type of building material is suitable for such application. Therefore, my students conducted anti-fatigue experiments to verify, and the results of the verification were not optimistic."

"According to experiments, in regions like Beijing with dry weather, large temperature differences between day and night, and summer and winter, laying large areas of tile roofs can easily lead to tile breakage."

Everyone silently took the documents and read them carefully. The clear photos brought them a more intuitive understanding, and Gu Weimin and Liu Tong's expressions gradually turned ugly.

"Wu, the tile roof has been used for hundreds or even thousands of years. If there were any defects in this regard, the common people would have switched to other roofing materials a long time ago, right?" Liu Tong thought of the quadrangle courtyard where he lived.

"The tiles used in the Xiangshan Hotel are larger than those commonly used by the public. Tiles of different sizes have different endurance to feng shui and sunlight. There have been previous fatigue resistance tests for traditional tiles, and the data in all aspects were better than this experimental data," explained Committee Member Wu.

Fortunately, Lin found a relevant paper in the library; otherwise, we would have had to fire more ceramic tiles for a control experiment.

"And when I was doing the urban planning for Beijing, I conducted in-depth research on the quadrangle courtyards in the LC area. It's not uncommon for the tiles to break and leak, but because the roof area of the quadrangle courtyard is relatively small, replacing the tiles is not considered troublesome, so it has not been taken seriously."

"The Xiangshan Hotel has such a large roof area, it is not easy to replace the tiles. Moreover, workers walking back and forth on the roof will exacerbate the wear and tear of the tiles. If the tiles need to be replaced frequently, the maintenance costs of the hotel will be high."

"Can't we use a better kind of tiles? I remember the glazed tiles in the Forbidden City have been used for hundreds of years without any damage. Why don't we replace the grey tiles with glazed tiles?" Gu Weimin thought of the Forbidden City.

"The glazed tiles are not indestructible either. In history, the Palace Museum would replace the glazed tiles every once in a while. In fact, the Palace Museum now conducts minor replacements every year, but it won't last long. I estimate that in another twenty years or so, the Hall of Supreme Harmony will need a major renovation, and all the glazed tiles will have to be replaced."

Wow, Lin Lou was astonished by what Member Wu said. In 2005, the Taihe Palace underwent the largest historical renovation in history, and the timing coincides exactly with Member Wu's prediction.

"Moreover, the colors and reflectivity of glazed tiles and blue tiles are significantly different. When designing the Fragrant Hill Hotel, Mr. Bei based his design on blue tiles, with their rough surface and low reflectivity creating a harmonious and unified color scheme with the walls and floors. Changing to smooth, high-reflectivity glazed tiles would disrupt this harmony and appear out of place..."

Gu Weimin and Liu Tong were speechless, as the opinion put forward by Member Wu was logically rigorous and backed by solid evidence, leaving them no opportunity to refute.

What should we do now? Do we really need to change the plan?
Chapter 111 You Speak

"And, Beijing is also located in the high-value area of the seven hail-prone centers in North China. On average, there is a major hail disaster every five or six years. The damage of hail to roof tiles goes without saying, right? I believe everyone remembers the two major hail disasters in 1970 and 1974, right?" Commissioner Wu presented another solid evidence.

This was something Lin had not expected. However, Commissioner Wu had been living in the capital for many years and was in charge of the overall planning of Beijing city. Since architecture and urban planning are closely related to the local weather and climate, he had a deep memory of these data, so he immediately pointed this out.

"Remember, how could I forget? In 1970, during that hailstorm, I was at home writing. The hailstones shattered all the windows on the west and north sides of the yard, and the ones that fell into the house were as big as apricots!"

"The rooftop tiles were also smashed, and the sparrows in the tile seams were knocked unconscious. The fruits of the peach and grape vines, surrounded by wire mesh in front and back of the building, were all smashed and fell to the ground. After the hail stopped, hailstones piled up knee-deep to my home. The next day, every household in the courtyard went to the repair team to receive putty, glass, and drill bits to install glass at their own expense, and in the end, they didn't even charge any money!" Gu Weimin recalled.

"I remember that year in 1974, I was doing a survey in a village in the outskirts of Beijing. The crops in this village were all flattened by hail. After inspecting the disaster with the cadres of the commune, the team leader of the commune said, 'As long as your team can achieve a yield of 2000 catties this year, it will be sufficient.' At that time, the village cadres all cried because it was already September, and there was no time to plant anything in the mountainous rural areas." Liu Tong sighed, realizing that the plan to use blue tile roofs would have to be changed.

"Can we just change this one point? It shouldn't take too long to just modify the design of the roof, right?" Gu Weimin still wanted to salvage the situation.

"This is not acceptable. Architectural design is interrelated. If we switch to other materials, the color, form, weight, and construction methods will all differ from the original plan. If we only modify the roof, it will seem out of place." Before Wu spoke, Chairman Jin took the initiative to reject Gu's proposal.

In fact, he had a lot of comments on the design proposal for the Xiangshan Hotel from the beginning, but he didn't express them due to some concerns. Now that Wu has spoken first, he doesn't care anymore.

"Do you have any other opinions? Let's just say it together. Tomorrow morning, I will report to the leader. If necessary, we will have a meeting with Mr. Bei in the afternoon to specifically discuss this matter," Gu Weimin said wearily, rubbing his temples. He had thought that things would go smoothly, but now a big problem had arisen.

Moreover, it seems that this issue really needs to be addressed. It has been verified through experiments that the large-scale use of green tiles for roofing is indeed unfeasible. Otherwise, a major roof renovation would be required after a certain period of time, which would not only be a waste of money but also significantly impact the daily operations of the restaurant.

"The remaining issues mainly focus on a few aspects. Firstly, the main color of the building conflicts heavily with the landscape near Xiangshan. Linlou, go and bring in the things we have prepared." Commissioner Wu turned to look at Linlou, who promptly went out, and together with Commissioner Wu's assistant, brought in the completed model from the car.

In order to prepare for this meeting, they made a lot of preparations, one of which was to make a building model. In fact, the team of I.M. Pei also made a model, which was sent to the capital along with the drawings. However, the model made by I.M. Pei only shows the building, and it is not clear whether the building integrates well with the surrounding environment.

The Lin Lou team not only created a model of the building, but also made a model of the surrounding landscape, using iron wires and paper to make proportionate flowers, plants, and trees. By placing the building on the landscape, everyone could immediately see whether the overall architecture harmonized with the surrounding environment.

"The original Xiangshan Villa used shades of blue, as well as warm colors such as red and vermilion, blending in very well with the environment of Xiangshan. Especially in the autumn when the mountains are covered in red leaves, the red leaves and the red walls and tiles merge into one, which is very beautiful. On the other hand, Mr. Bei's Xiangshan Hotel primarily uses cold tones such as white. It's fine when it snows in winter, but in the other three seasons - spring, summer, and autumn - when you look down from a high place, it appears too abrupt!"

Commissioner Wu pointed to the model and said, everyone went over to look down from a high place, indeed, there is such a problem, so it seems that the main color scheme needs to be modified, which is much more serious than the problem with the tiles.

"Also, there are issues with the overall planning... The building is overly large, causing a mismatch in the proportion between nature and the architecture... Lack of deep understanding of Chinese classical architectural culture, many Chinese elements appear superficial... The construction cost is excessively high..."

Commissioner Wu talked at length, some of which was from the report by Lin, while others were his own thoughts. Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and others listened while taking notes. As the content in their notebooks increased, their brows furrowed even more.

"From the perspective of architectural design alone, there are many issues to consider in terms of later operation. The most obvious issue is that our country currently lacks high-level hotel management talents. When I studied abroad in the United States, I visited luxury hotels and found that the overall quality of the hotel management staff far surpasses that of ordinary restaurants."

"Actually, it was the same during the Republican era. The service staff at the Liuguo Hotel and Beijing Hotel in Beijing had a higher level of professionalism compared to other hotels. A good hotel not only needs to focus on its architecture, but also needs to pay attention to its service... Currently in Beijing, apart from a few hotels like Diaoyutai, the management and service staff of other places probably do not have the ability to meet the requirements of Xiangshan Hotel."

Gradually, Delegate Wu's opinion extended beyond the architecture, but still did not mention the issue of site selection. Other issues are easier to discuss, but this point really can't be changed. If a new site is to be selected for construction, wouldn't the previous work of Pei Yueming be in vain? What if he gives up in anger?

Delegate Wu has explained all the opinions. Gu Weimin and Liu Tong hurriedly called the leaders to report a pile of opinions, and now they can't wait until tomorrow.

The next morning, the leaders of the State Council and BJ city met with Ieoh Ming Pei one after another, and then had a meeting in the afternoon to discuss the design plans.

"Mr. Bei, after receiving your proposal, we have conducted a thorough study. Overall, it has greatly impressed us and revealed the level of a world-class master. However, there are still some details that we need to discuss..." After the opening remarks, Gu Weimin looked towards Commissioner Wu, ready to invite him to express his opinions.

Commissioner Wu then pointed to Lin and said, "Let's have Xiao Lin speak instead!"

Thank you to Big Devil Doppelganger, Three Stars, Falling Leaves Lovesickness 89, and Little Rain Bacon for the rewards. We have received over 9,000, and if it reaches 10,000, there will be additional updates. Please collect and recommend. Thanks to Severe Warning for reminding, I forgot about the roof tiles being afraid of hail.
Chapter 112: Becoming Famous in One Fell Swoop

"Lin Lou is my student, and he has been working on this project all along. He was also the one who completed the previous anti-fatigue experiment single-handedly. It would be more appropriate for him to speak about it than me," introduced Chairman Wu.

Gu Weimin thought for a moment and did not stop, because Committee Member Wu had a special identity. If he directly debated with Ieoh Ming Pei, it would easily escalate to an irreconcilable situation. With Linlou as an intermediary, it would be better. Even if all his opinions were refuted by Ieoh Ming Pei, it wouldn't be too serious.

The architect Bei Yuming believes that Commissioner Wu wants to take advantage of the opportunity to promote his own students. If he can point out one or two omissions himself, the student named Linlou will make a name for himself in the architecture world. Although this kind of thing makes him slightly uncomfortable, he also expresses understanding, as it is human nature.

He even thought about his own children. Unfortunately, Jianzhong and Lichung do not have a great talent in architectural design. If they did, he would definitely find a way to create similar opportunities for them. With some jealousy, he realized that the fact that Commissioner Wu dared to put his students forward at this time proved that this student indeed had some talent and was at least better than his own children.

"Let's begin. Let's hear the opinions of this Mr. Lin," I.M. Pei stopped his own team member who was about to protest, and even flashed a kind smile of encouragement at Lin Lou, "Mr. Lin, don't be too nervous. If your opinions are reasonable, I will definitely listen with an open mind."

This person's emotional intelligence is not just talk; with a simple sentence, they have won everyone's favor. Lin praised inwardly, then politely greeted the people present and began the explanation.

He is used to doing similar work in the later generations, and he had also conducted simulated exercises in the school before. After stepping onto the stage, he presented himself gracefully and explained fluently. Gu Weimin and others nodded in approval secretly, no wonder Commissioner Wu dared to let his student take over the explanation for him, he indeed had some skills.

The first issue raised by Lin L ou was still the issue of roof tiles. Most of the other issues belonged to the category of art and were easily debatable, but the issue of roof tiles belonged to the realm of science. In the face of experiments and historical records, Ieoh Ming Pei's arguments were irrefutable.

Sure enough, as she listened, the furrow on Bei Yuming's brow deepened gradually. Having grown up in the Jiangnan region and later lived in the United States, she had never considered the issue of tiled roofs on traditional courtyard houses in Beijing before.

"I didn't stay in Beijing for long, so I haven't delved deep into this issue. It's indeed my negligence. Thank you for reminding me, Mr. Lin. So, in your opinion, how should this problem be solved? Is there really no material that can withstand these tests?" Faced with solid facts, I.M. Pei had to take a step back. If you want to refute this question, you need to come up with some experiments."

"I am sorry, but I have found and conducted experiments on all the blue tiles available in the market. After comparative analysis, it is confirmed that none of the tiles meet your requirements. They either lack strength or do not match the appearance, color, and overall architectural style." It's obviously impossible, otherwise you wouldn't have given up on using blue tiles when designing the Suzhou Museum.

"As for the replacement materials, I have reviewed numerous historical documents and validated various materials, and finally confirmed that using stone may be the best choice." Lin not only gave his opinion, but also came up with a solution, which was inspired by the Suzhou Museum. In this project, I.M. Pei replaced the green tiles with glass and stone."

According to historical records, in the 31st year of the Guangxu reign, which is one day in July 1905, it rained and hailed in and around the capital. The hailstones inside the city were as big as chicken eggs, while those outside the city were like chestnuts and dates. This continued for half an hour, and the roofs of most residential houses were 80-90% damaged. Some businesses took advantage of the situation to raise the price of tiles, causing tiles to become expensive in the capital city in no time.

"Located in Luoyuan Village, west of Beijing, there are three brothers surnamed Zhao who are both stonemasons and tile workers. They specialize in constructing stone slab houses, which replace the traditional tiles with neatly arranged diamond-shaped or scale-patterned stone slabs on the rooftops. These stone slab houses have withstood hailstorms without any damage, and the brothers have also brought several carts of stone slabs to Beijing to help repair the houses for the local residents."

"The Zhao brothers have helped many families in need, repairing dilapidated houses for elderly, widowed, and disabled individuals without taking a single penny. In gratitude for their kindness, people submitted a report to the local magistrate, requesting recognition for the Zhao brothers' virtuous deeds. The magistrate then submitted a memorial to the imperial court, and Emperor Guangxu bestowed upon the Zhao brothers the title of 'Ninth-Rank Tiler' and each received a golden hat with carved sun patterns and flowers."

Linlou took out several pieces of slate and handed them to the team of Bei Yuming, "In terms of color and luster, compared to glazed tiles or other building materials, slate is closer to blue tiles, and has the least impact on the overall project."

"The slate tiles used are somewhat similar to those used in the Louvre, but the colors are different," said I.M. Pei, who had just returned from discussing the renovation of the Louvre with President Mitterrand in France and was deeply impressed by the slate roof of the Louvre.

"The Caernarfon Castle in Wales also has similar tiles, which is the earliest slate roof in Europe," said a member of the team of the architect I. M. Pei, who is of Welsh descent.

Slate tiles are widely used in churches, castles, town halls, museums, high-end buildings, and luxury homes in Europe. The slate tiles produced in Europe are mostly black or gray, and compared to other colors, black represents solemnity, nobility, and can better embody and carry the weight and heritage of history, forming a unique architectural style known as "black roof culture".

"The flatness of the slate roof tiles is different from the curved shape of the blue tiles. If they are laid on a large scale, the visual effect will be different from the original plan! Of course, these are just some minor issues, and I will find a way to adjust them! Thank you, Mr. Lin, for helping us find the suitable alternative materials, which saved us a lot of time," said I.M. Pei gratefully.

"Mr. Bei, you rarely visited Beijing before, so it's understandable that there might be some minor oversights. It's not your fault. I'm also being ignorant of certain things." Lin Lou modestly said.

The secretary general, who was standing beside me, looked at Representative Wu with envy. "Ah, why don't I have such a good student? Just by this alone, the name of Lin Lou should be well-known in the domestic architectural community. A young talent who can make up for the shortcomings of Bei Yuming, what a resounding title!"

After the Xiangshan Hotel is built in the future, when fellow colleagues in the construction industry come to visit, they will surely remember this by simply seeing the slate tiles on the roof, won't they?

"Lin, if you have any more opinions, feel free to speak out boldly!" Bei Yuming originally thought today would just be a formality, but didn't expect that someone would bring out the real material. Now he had to take it seriously and prepare to face more challenges.
Chapter 113 Borrowing

"Okay, let's start by looking at these photos. These are historical photos of the Xulangzhai, one of the Twenty-eight Views of Xiangshan back in the day," Linlou enlarged the photos and pasted them on the whiteboard. He lamented in his heart, "It's inconvenient without a PPT. If I had one, I could just press the button on the laser pointer to clearly present them. But now, I have to manually paste the photos myself."

"From these photos, we can see that the layout, color scheme, and the harmonious natural environment surrounding Xulangzhai, as well as the fragrant hills, are all seamlessly unified. The architecture and nature have clear boundaries yet blend together without any sense of abruptness..."

Then he huffed and puffed to move the finished model over, and lifted the cloth covering it. "The new plan is to use extremely tortuous edges to create the image of a garden, as if the building has grown several arms reaching into nature... Nature surrounds the building, and the building has absolute dominance... In traditional Chinese gardens, architecture and nature do not dominate each other; they coexist..."

This time, Lin Lou just made a general point about the deficiencies of Xiangshan Hotel, without going into details such as color and architectural scale. However, a person reputed as I. M. Pei must have a discerning eye. As soon as the model was brought out, he stood up, walked over, pushed his black-framed glasses up, and carefully examined it from a high vantage point.

The flaws that were not mentioned in Linlou were exposed under his gaze. The more tightly Bei Yuming's brow furrowed, the more his team of foreigners may not have noticed, but as he looked at these models, he couldn't help but think of the lion garden he had lived in during his childhood. The lion garden and its surroundings seemed so harmonious, why does this building on Xiangshan now look a bit uncomfortable to him?

"Jianzhong, remember this. From now on, when our architectural firm takes on new projects, we must carefully record the surrounding natural environment. When creating the model's renderings, we must also incorporate the surrounding environment to avoid such oversights in the future!" sighed Ieoh Ming Pei, instructing his son.

"I'm sorry, it seems that the final decision on the schedule needs to be postponed." Ieoh Ming Pei apologized solemnly to Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and others. If it's just a matter of the roof tiles, it's easily changeable. Since Linlou has brought out blue slate tiles that are not much different from the original style to replace them, only minor adjustments are needed.

But now, the overall style is problematic, so it must be significantly revised. This cannot be completed in a short time, and it is definitely impossible to meet the previously agreed upon deadline.

"Mr. Bei, can't we just make minor adjustments?" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong also looked embarrassed. They have been waiting for this plan for a year, and other preparations have already begun. If the plan is delayed, everything will be thrown into chaos.

"The model is very finely made, and the natural environment around the Fragrant Mountain Hotel is accurately represented. I carefully considered it just now, and the trees and water of Fragrant Mountain are very beautiful. Having such a large building placed in it does seem a bit abrupt, as it does not blend in with the surrounding buildings, unlike the natural feel of the original Voluntary House."

"So we must make major changes! Only making slight adjustments will result in an unconvincing imitation, which goes against your original intention." I.M. Pei said earnestly.

Gu Weimin and Liu Tong exchanged a glance. "Alright, let's continue the meeting for now. I will convey the opinions to the leader afterwards, and we can continue the discussion later."

Ieoh Ming Pei nodded and returned to his seat to continue listening to Lin Lou's explanation. Lin Lou then began to describe the details, pointing at the model and explaining one by one, articulating the omissions he had summarized in the past few days and the results of discussions with Commissioner Wu and others.

During the period, when Bei Yuming and his team kept explaining or asking questions, they were all perfectly dealt with by Linlou. There are too many research papers specifically studying the flaws of Xiangshan Hotel in future generations, even Bei Yuming himself has made summaries. Linlou selected appropriate content from them to explain, leaving them with nothing to say.

As Beiyuming listened, his attitude towards Linlou gradually changed. He had initially thought that most of these opinions were made by Commissioner Wu, wanting to take the opportunity to promote his own disciple. However, seeing how effortlessly Linlou responded, he finally believed that these were all the results of his own thinking.

And many of the ideas and perspectives put forward by Lin Lou made him feel that he has a deep understanding in both traditional Chinese architecture and modern architecture. Others indeed have the capability to put forward these opinions and perspectives.

"So, what are your thoughts on how to solve these problems? Feel free to speak your mind boldly!" Now, I.M. Pei is not only satisfied with just listening to opinions. After all, it's easy to give opinions on anything, but there are far fewer people who can come up with solutions.

"Your proposal has inspired me a lot, gradually enabling me to explore the integration of traditional Chinese architecture and modern architecture. I also have some immature ideas and hope to receive your guidance. Although the Fragrant Hills Hotel has many shortcomings, its pioneering spirit has inspired countless people."

Lin Lou took out a marker and started drawing and explaining on the whiteboard. He based on his own experience and the design of the Xiu Art Museum and the new building of Suzhou Museum by Ieoh Ming Pei, to correct the shortcomings of the Xiangshan Hotel.

A few details were sketched out, and both Bei Yuming, Member Wu, and President Jin were all surprised because they could see that the solution proposed by Linlou was indeed in line with Bei Yuming's ideas.

The most surprising one is Commissioner Wu, because he knows when Linlou first saw the design drawings of I. M. Pei, it is not easy to thoroughly understand and come up with something new in such a short time! Little did he know, Linlou did not see the design drawings of the Fragrant Hill Hotel for the first time at that time.

Lin Luo only sketched a few details before putting away his pen. It can be a bit overwhelming to present too much at once, especially for a master like Bei Yuming. For him, the concept is more important. He has already conveyed the concept through these few details, and Bei Yuming can certainly derive a more suitable solution from this.

"Outstanding, Liangyong; you've taken a great disciple!" At the end of the story, Ieoh Ming Pei clapped enthusiastically. Although Linlou had only sketched a few details, he had clearly portrayed Ming's vague ideas on the integration of traditional Chinese architecture and modern architectural styles.

"I have an unusual request, and I hope Brother Liangyong can agree. I would like to borrow Lin for a while."

Thank you to Mr. magical cat, Jiangzhou Yu, and Book friend 20190120163620675 for the rewards.
Chapter 114 Are you only a freshman?

"I have been away from my hometown for too long. I spent my childhood in the south, so my understanding of traditional Chinese architecture, especially in the north, is only superficial. It was not enough to just have a superficial understanding from a brief visit last time. There are indeed too many omissions, which is really not acceptable." I. M. Pei realized that if he didn't make up for these omissions in a timely manner, the Fragrant Hills Hotel might become his Waterloo.

The design of the Kennedy Library and the East Wing of the National Gallery of Art established his master status, but it does not mean that this position is unshakable. Didn't Mies van der Rohe fall from grace because of the Farnsworth House? If it wasn't for meeting Phyllis Lambert, perhaps Mies would never have been able to recover.

Although China may not have significant international influence at present, and Western architectural professionals may not understand the essence of Eastern architecture, perhaps not seeing any problems, but Ieoh Ming Pei would not gamble on these.

Moreover, China is after all our own motherland, so it's inevitable that people will have some desire to return home in glory. If he could design a classic building in China, I.M. Pei would also feel very gratified.

In addition, the details outlined by Linlou just now when expressing his ideas, gave Bei Yuming a faint sense of anticipation. Perhaps if he could thoroughly understand these things, he might be able to grasp the essence of Oriental architecture. That's why he extended such an invitation.

"Haha, Mr. Bei, if you are willing to guide the younger generation, then that's naturally great!" Gu Weimin breathed a sigh of relief when he heard this. Just now, when he heard Lin talk about the shortcomings of the Xiangshan Hotel, he was worried that Mr. Bei would be angry and walk away.

For him and even for China today, they would rather waste money on letting I.M. Pei design a failed building than save the money and watch I.M. Pei leave. The Fragrant Hills Hotel is not just a building, it also serves as a symbol to showcase China's determination for reform and opening up, especially to Western countries, and must not be allowed to fail.

"Yeah, Xiaolin, it's a rare opportunity to learn from Master Bei and be exposed to the latest architectural concepts from abroad," Liu Tong echoed, emphasizing the latest from foreign countries to not offend Commissioner Wu. It's not that your capabilities are inferior to Master Bei, Commissioner Wu, but it's just that you have been in the country all these years and surely not as familiar with the situation abroad as Master Bei."

"Xiao Lin, you can rest assured to go study with Mr. Bei. I'll take care of the school matters for you!" Commissioner Wu, however, did not think as much as Liu Tong did. He was also delighted that Lin would have such an opportunity to work and study alongside a world-class master like Bei Yuming. What a rare opportunity this was!

Don't mention him. Even the lecturers, associate professors, and even professors at the school, if they hear about such an opportunity, they will definitely line up to come and receive the evaluation of Ieoh Ming Pei. They will try every means to get a chance to study at architectural schools in the United States and France, and to follow some foreign architects who are far from being as good as Ieoh Ming Pei. The favor of a world-class master is something that can be encountered but not sought after.

Representatives from several other universities present were filled with envy. If I had known that Master Bei is so easy to talk to, I would have organized a group to nitpick at the Xiangshan Restaurant and then had a proud disciple come up to speak!

However... geniuses like Lin Lou are not easily encountered! The things he just demonstrated cannot be achieved through rote memorization.

"Thank you for Mr. Bei's recognition. It's my honor to learn by your side!" Lin Lou initially thought it might just be an opportunity to gain some fame, but he didn't expect to be able to join the team of Ieoh Ming Pei. Although this is only temporary, he still has to leave after the completion of the Xiangshan Hotel project, but this has already exceeded his expectations.

In the future, if you meet other people, you can brag that when I worked at the architectural firm of I.M. Pei, those who heard it were instantly in awe.

With this experience, when he graduates, not to mention the domestic architectural design institutes, even if he applies to the top global design firms, this line on his resume will guarantee him an interview opportunity regardless of how prestigious the design firm is.

"Haha, since that's the case, let's call it a day for today's meeting! Everyone is tired, let's have a meal together and then rest for a while!" Gu Weimin stood up and said. Even though the proposal did not pass at today's meeting, the outcome is not bad, and it won't disappoint the leaders.

The crowd moved to the restaurant, and the chef was already prepared. As soon as they sat down, various cold dishes were promptly served. Gu Weimin pointed to the dishes on the table and introduced, "Mr. Bei is from Suzhou, so this time we specially invited Chef Meng from Suzhou's Songhe Building to take the helm and prepare an authentic Suzhou cuisine for you."

I.M. Pei tasted the water shield and honeyed lotus root in succession, nodded in satisfaction, and said, "The taste is exactly the same as what I had years ago. The taste of Songhelou has remained unchanged all these years."

The dishes including echoing eel paste, honey glazed fire square, green shell shrimp, and Wujian perch were served one after another, and everyone stopped discussing work-related matters, instead sharing anecdotes about the dishes. The atmosphere was harmonious and pleasant.

As for those foreigners, if they are interested in trying Chinese cuisine, we can all have Suzhou cuisine together. If they do not like it, the Friendship Hotel originally has a Western chef, whether it's Russian-style or French cuisine, it's not a problem, they can just order from the menu.

Lin Lou was also called to sit at the main table. He tasted the food and thought it was incomparable to what he had tasted at the Songhe Building in Suzhou in later years. The Songhe Building in later years spread all over Suzhou, and the chefs in charge were probably the disciples or grandchildren of Master Meng. How could the skills of the disciples or grandchildren compare to the master?

The dishes are delicate and mellow, with a balanced mix of flavors, retaining the original taste of the ingredients to the fullest. The diners couldn't help but praise the dishes secretly. However, suddenly, it occurred to them that the taste of these dishes, while excellent, might not be suitable for someone as rough and bold as Qiao Feng. As for a refined gentleman like Duan Yu, he might appreciate them.

"Xiao Lin, how old are you now? Are you studying for a master's or a PhD with Wu Xian?" After socializing with the others at the table, Bei Yu Ming finally had time to talk to Lin Lou.

"I'm eighteen this year, just started my freshman year!" Lin said shyly.

As soon as the words fell, the whole table fell into silence. The guests at nearby tables hurriedly looked over, thinking that something major had happened, and quickly quieted down. For a moment, the entire restaurant fell silent.

"You're only a freshman?!" Ieoh Ming Pei was stunned, he turned to look at Commissioner Wu and said, "Liangyong, my dear brother, you must be joking, right?"

"Haha, no, no, Xiao Lin is indeed a freshman in college!"
Chapter 115 My Project

"Are you from a family of architects? Even if that's the case, this also... this also..." I.M. Pei began to recall the names of those renowned architects he had heard of in his home country before he went to study at the University of Pennsylvania. There were quite a few famous architects with the surname Lin, could he be a relative of Lin Huiyin or some other famous architect with the surname Lin?

Even if you come from a family with a background in architecture and have been exposed to it since childhood, it's still unlikely to have such a profound understanding of architecture at the age of eighteen, as architecture is an industry that heavily relies on experience.

"No, my father is just an ordinary government employee, and my mother is a college English teacher. My grandfather's generation were just ordinary farmers." Sigh, almost every time I show a little bit of talent, someone will come up with similar questions.

"Walter? He said he's eighteen? Does he think he's Mies van der Rohe?" The foreign member of the team from Ieoh Ming Pei's office was also startled when he heard the translation. It's common to come across an eighteen-year-old mathematical genius, but not so many eighteen-year-old architectural prodigies.

When Le Corbusier was eighteen, he was still studying at the art school in his hometown; Gropius came from a family of architects, but he did not produce his famous work until he was 27; and I.M. Pei did not complete his graduation project until he was twenty-nine.

Wright rose to fame earlier, at the age of 23, due to his outstanding skills in hand drawing, gaining the recognition of Louis Sullivan, known as the father of skyscrapers. His experience at the time was quite similar to Lin Lou's, but Wright was five years older than Lin Lou at that time.

Upon careful consideration, perhaps the only comparable figure to complete the Aloys Riegl residence at the age of twenty would be Mies van der Rohe.

"Fortunately, he probably doesn't have a finished building yet. Otherwise, I can't even find a young architect of his age with such fruitful achievements!" said Pei Yueming's assistant, James Friedman, in a low voice.

"Mr. Friedman, in fact, Lin has already had successful works, which have just been completed not long ago. If you are interested, we can go and take a look tomorrow!" Although Commissioner Wu is old, his ears are still sharp, and he heard James's muttering, then responded with a smile in English.

Although Linlou has already made a name for himself today, Member Wu does not mind making his reputation even louder. Just pointing out others' mistakes is not enough to be called an outstanding architect. It is still necessary to let the work speak for itself. With just a few words of praise from Ieoh Ming Pei, Linlou's reputation is sure to take another step up.

And today, there are also government officials like Gu Weimin and Liu Tong present. It's a great opportunity to show them the quadrangle designed by Linlou. Member Wu also shoulders the task of formulating the overall urban plan of Beijing. Convincing the government to preserve the original appearance of the LC area in Beijing to the greatest extent possible has always been Member Wu's determination.

"Oh? What kind of architecture is it? Is it in Beijing?" asked I.M. Pei in English.

"A courtyard house renovation project, not far from the northeast side of Tsinghua University, is very representative, proving that without changing the essence of the courtyard house, residents can still enjoy a better living environment," replied Minister Wu with a smile.

"Since Mr. Bei is interested, why don't we go take a look together tomorrow!" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong studied Russian in their early years and did not understand English, but it didn't matter as there was a translator nearby.

They feel that although I.M. Pei humbly accepted the criticism today, there must still be some lingering concerns in his heart. At this time, we should try to dispel these concerns as much as possible so that we can work better in the future, so I agreed to do this for Linlou.

Linlou naturally jumped at the chance to have Bei Yuming appraise his work, just like a newly emerging painter who would not refuse the opportunity to have Zhang Daqian evaluate his paintings.

"Let's have lunch at Tsinghua and by the way, please give a speech to the students at our school, Brother Yuming! I heard that Brother Yuming's arrival is highly anticipated by our students!" Member Wu took on the task of reception and extended an invitation to give a speech to Ieoh Ming Pei.

"Liang Yong, you are being too courteous. It's my honor to be able to give a speech at Tsinghua University," replied I. M. Pei readily.

So it was settled. After dinner, Member Wu made a phone call to the school to inform them of the news of Ieoh Ming Pei's imminent arrival. He then instructed Hu Zhongping and the others to tidy up the courtyard and prepare for the reception, and proceeded to give Lin Lou a long list of reminders.

Lin Lou still stayed at the Friendship Hotel that night, and the next morning, after breakfast, they drove to the quadrangle. It had been decided the day before to go see the quadrangle first, then have lunch at Tsinghua, take a short rest after lunch, and give a lecture to the students in the afternoon.

The Friendship Hotel is less than ten kilometers away from the Lin Building's quadrangle courtyard, and now there won't be any traffic jams. It only takes about ten minutes to arrive. Getting out of the car, Gu Weimin looked at the quadrangle courtyard and said, "Was this originally a single-story quadrangle courtyard that has been raised?"

"Not only is it a matter of simple heightening, but also, while meeting the housing needs, it maximally maintains the original style of the traditional Beijing quadrangle courtyard." Commissioner Wu pointed to the roof, doorways, and other details, introducing them carefully.

Beijing was very serious. James Friedman and others were a bit at a loss. They were familiar with Western architecture and not good at evaluating the quality of Eastern architecture, so they couldn't comment on which was better, this courtyard or Mies van der Rohe's Illinois residence, for a while.

However, from the perspective of the architects, they found the courtyard very comfortable and appealing, with a beauty that is completely different from Western architecture. This beauty is not just the ancient charm they had seen in the old city of Beijing, but also has a modern touch. The fusion of these two styles is very well integrated and not at all abrupt.

"When I visited Beijing last time, I saw a few modern buildings in the LC area, which seemed particularly eye-catching, like black pieces appearing on a board full of white pieces. I also know that this is an inevitable stage of the development of the times, old buildings will eventually be replaced by new ones, but it would be even better if the original style could be preserved like this!" said Beuys Ming, also praised.

"The protection of the LC area in Paris has been done quite well in many aspects. If Beijing could do the same during its renovation, it would be even better!" These words from Beijian Ming made Commission Wu quite happy, as it provided him with another strong argument during the planning discussions.

Upon entering, he saw that the decoration and landscaping were not yet complete. Slightly disappointed, I.M. Pei, nevertheless felt reassured upon hearing the project plan introduced by Lin Lou. He was sure that he would see the completed courtyard before the design of the Fragrant Hills Hotel was finished.

"Hmm, what are these tiles?" Beiyuming's gaze fell on the pile of discarded tiles at the construction site.

Thank you for the generous tip. Please consider adding to your collections and recommending others to do the same. Friends with book lists, please help me update mine - the current collection isn't very appealing.
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"These are the leftover tiles from the previous anti-fatigue experiment," Linlou replied with a hint of unease, worried that it might upset Bei Yuming, as this matter was not a pleasant one for him.

Surely, the smile on Bei Yuming's face froze, and the scene fell silent. After a while, he sighed lightly, walked forward, picked up a piece of tile and examined it. The mottled marks left on the tile by the changes in temperature and erosion from rainwater confirmed Lin Lou's statement. These tiles are really not suitable for large-scale paving.

"Is this the result of the anti-fatigue experiment? These mud tiles are much more fragile than the stone tiles!" observed James Friedman.

"Yes, as an architect, I must have a thorough understanding of all the building materials I use. I was a bit presumptuous in this regard. Thanks to Xiao Lin's reminder, otherwise it would be very troublesome to modify after the construction is completed!" Pei Yuming changed another piece of tile, and the problem with this piece is even more serious—it's already missing a corner.

"What are you going to do with these tiles that you brought back?" Curious, Member Wu asked. There are now regulations that prohibit the indiscriminate disposal of construction waste, so in his opinion, these tiles are no longer useful and there's no need to exert effort to stack them in the yard.

"In my opinion, tiles are not only used for roofing, but can also be used for exterior walls, flooring, and other decorations," explained Linlou.

"In traditional Chinese architecture, roof tiles are one of the oldest building materials; originating from the Western Zhou Dynasty, flourishing during the Qin and Han Dynasties, witnessing the progress of Chinese civilization. It is not only a physical form, but also a profound cultural memory. Chinese people often say 'having tiles over one's head is the essence of a home.' In the painting 'Along the River During the Qingming Festival,' countless common people's homes are covered with green tiles, shrouded in the smoke and clouds of the capital region."

"After the Song Dynasty, with the development of glass craftsmanship, the colors of roof tiles became more diverse. The different colors of roof tiles gradually became symbols of status. The royal family used solemn bright yellow tiles, princes and temples used exclusive green glass tiles, and temples and ordinary people used black tiles." Lin Lou picked up a piece of green roof tile to show everyone, while a translator translated his words for the foreign guests.

"The simple and unadorned ancient architecture exudes an endless charm, serving as the crown of Chinese ancient buildings. The roof tiles, with their primitive and majestic style, witnessed the rise and fall of dynasties in the grand imperial power, while also displaying delicate elegance in the silent misty rain of the Jiangnan region, imparting a sense of poetry. Each tile has endured a thousand years of wind and rain within its small space, encapsulating the essence of the bygone days."

"In my eyes, tiles are not just a building material. They represent a certain state of mind, a way to rediscover the memories of China through each brick and tile. Understanding the past is the key to looking towards the future." Linlou borrowed the famous saying from Wang Shu.

"However, with the advent of the era of reinforced concrete, tiles have gradually faded from the historical stage. Architects have better materials, and the role of tiles has slowly declined. Although some have attempted to incorporate classical large roofs into modern architecture, this design presents many problems."

After entering into the early modern period, there were three major trends in the design of large roofs in the Chinese architecture industry. The first trend occurred in the 1920s and 1930s when the Nationalist government formulated the "Capital (Nanjing) Master Plan," which proposed that "the buildings of the political district should adopt traditional Chinese forms as much as possible, with the beauty of ancient palaces being employed one by one," and that "the exterior of commercial district buildings should still be adorned with Chinese elements," while "the exterior walls of residential areas should be decorated with Chinese pavilions and eaves."

Birthed a series of works such as Union Hospital, Furen University, Beiping Library, and the architectural complex of Yanjing University, for which Liang Sicheng and Yang Tingbao made significant contributions.

The second time was during the period of 1952-1956 when a large number of Soviet experts came to China to provide guidance. They believed that the modern architectural style popular in the West at the time was bourgeois and that buildings should represent the proletariat and nationalism, proposing that architecture should have "socialist content, national form."

Outstanding architectural works such as Beijing Friendship Hotel, Monument to the People's Heroes, Ministry of Foreign Trade Building, Beijing Gymnasium, National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference Hall, and Capital Theater were born. These antique-style buildings are the work of architects with profound expertise in traditional Chinese architecture, carrying rich traditional Chinese flavors and high architectural quality, and will be listed in the future protection list of outstanding modern and contemporary architecture.

However, this form of architecture was too costly and impractical, and soon came under criticism for being wasteful. As a result, the construction of the large roofs was temporarily suspended. It wasn't until 1959, the 10th anniversary of the founding of New China, that the Central Government decided to build ten major buildings in Beijing in order to add luster to the celebration. Thus, the traditional large roofs made a comeback.

The construction of large roof buildings such as Beijing Railway Station, National Culture Palace, and Agricultural Exhibition Hall have led to higher levels of architectural design and richer forms of expression. However, these large roof buildings gradually faded from the historical stage following this period.

The main reason is wastefulness. Adding a large roof to modern buildings requires a lot of costs, but its functionality is limited. It does not affect the building's usability even without a large roof.

Next is the issue of aesthetics. The length-to-width ratio of ancient Chinese architecture and modern architecture are quite different. Adding a large roof to a single-story building looks very harmonious, but adding a large roof to a modern building of more than ten stories seems out of proportion and looks awkward.

Classical buildings like pagodas are tall and have large roofs, but each layer of the pagoda has eaves, which still looks coordinated. In contrast, modern-style buildings cannot do this, or it would be more wasteful, with a smooth body topped by a large roof, which doesn't look very good.

"But can tiles only disappear into the long river of history and not be integrated with modern architecture? I don't think so. With the emergence of new building materials, the importance of tiles has indeed been greatly weakened, but it is too early to completely exit history. We can fully explore new uses for tiles and let this ancient building material shine again."

After recounting the historical entanglement between traditional roof tiles and modern architecture, Lin Lou expressed his own opinions. In the future, architects like Wang Shu and Kengo Kuma have revived the charm of roof tiles once again.

"On some special buildings, tiles can still be used to pave the roof!" Such as Wang Shu's Xiangshan campus architecture complex and Kengo Kuma's Xiangshan Chinese Academy of Art Art Gallery.

"On the other hand, tiles can also transition from being the main material of a building to being a decorative material, as I mentioned earlier, they can be used to stack exterior walls, pave the ground, decorate the courtyard, and so on."

"The idea of using tiles for decoration has been around since ancient times, but I'm sure your approach is quite different from the ancient methods, right?" asked I.M. Pei with great interest.
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"These are just vague ideas for now. It will likely take many attempts to achieve a perfect integration with the overall style of this courtyard. Lin has also seen the works of masters such as Wang Shu and Kengo Kuma, but those works have their own unique backgrounds and cannot be directly copied; they must be adjusted and modified."

"It's okay, even if it's just some ideas, can we still show them?" I.M. Pei looked at the long tiled wall. "If it's difficult to work on site, can we draw a few rough sketches first?"

He tripped on a roof tile, which piqued his curiosity about this familiar yet unfamiliar building material. Now that he's heard about Linlou's new ideas, he can't help but feel a little uncontrollable.

"I have actually sketched some design drafts before. Why don't you take a break and rest for a while, I'll go get the drawings!" Seeing that Commissioner Wu and the others did not object, Lin immediately invited Bei Yuming to sit in the living room and then quickly went to the study room in the north to look for the drawings.

Come back with the blueprint, clear off a table, unfold the blueprint, and everyone gathered around. "Did you draw this? Quite impressive hand-drawing skills. With this hand-drawn technique, you have the qualifications to enter Mr. Bei's firm, just like how Wright entered Louis Sullivan's studio back in the day!" praised Friedman.

"Haha, don't be fooled by the fact that Xiaolin is only a freshman. His hand-drawing skills are top-notch in the entire Tsinghua University. Many professors admit that they are not as good as him. His works are displayed all over the exhibition windows of the Tsinghua University's architecture department. If you are interested, you can take a look when visiting Tsinghua later." Wu, the committee member, was extremely happy.

Several other professors from architecture departments of other universities couldn't help but feel envious. Old Wu has really made a name for himself this time. How come I didn't have the luck to find such a good student?

Looking down at the picture again, the first one is a design drawing of the exterior wall. Lin Building has designed a tile-stacked exterior wall on the side near the Qing River, using a steel frame to divide the exterior wall into several grids. Different patterns are created by stacking tiles within the grids.

The black tiles are first laid flat in a downward arc, with the second layer staggered from the first layer. The two edges of the tiles are placed exactly in the center of the tiles in the next layer, and the same applies to the third layer. This creates a fan-shaped space in the middle of each layer of tiles.

In the middle of the squares formed by black tiles, there are shapes specially painted white, composed of tiles. Four tiles are glued together to form a windmill shape, and then multiple windmills are combined together, leaving a space in the middle in the shape of a curved quadrilateral.

The bottom and top layers are composed of black tiles stacked in squares, while the squares made of white tiles are placed in the middle. The fan-shaped space made of black tiles is smaller, while the quadrilateral space made of white tiles is larger. A few chairs are placed against the wall. Sitting here and looking through the square space, you can clearly see the scenery of Qinghe River. However, from the opposite side of the river, you cannot see the scenery inside the courtyard.

"This design, when the sunlight shines through this wall, it will create a scattered pattern of light spots in the courtyard. Such a scenery must be very beautiful." Apart from seeing the surface, Ieoh Ming Pei could also deduce the changes that this landscape wall would undergo at different times based on the design drawings.

I.M. Pei once said, "Let light be the key to design, to handle mass, materials, and light in a precise, correct, and extraordinary way under the sun."

The design of Lin Lou does not neglect natural light either. The patterns created by the light pouring through these spaces onto the ground are also very beautiful, and immediately won the admiration of I. M. Pei.

"It's incredible how you can use such ancient building materials to create a modern and fashionable sense. I have to admit, your imagination truly impresses me," praised Friedman.

"The contrast of black and white is also the essence of ancient Chinese architecture, and the pink walls and dark tiles are examples of this. Traditional ink painting emphasizes the balance and harmony between white and black, capturing the void and reality, transforming black into white. This wall faintly embodies this kind of feeling," said Wu, a member of the committee, in his elaboration on traditional Chinese culture.

Lin Lou flips to the next page of the book and says, "This is the design for the ground. Teacher Li designed a pond in the courtyard. In the past, people in old Beijing quadrangle houses liked to have a pond to raise some fish. It not only pleases the eye, but also serves as a fire prevention measure. I used tiles to create patterns in the pond, which enhanced the aesthetic effect."

In the pool, the tiles are arranged vertically in rows, with one row forming an arc shape towards the east and the other row forming an arc shape towards the west, stacked one by one to form a square under the water.

Looking across, the tiles formed a wave pattern, with the mottled moss on top and the shimmering wave reflections, although the water surface is still, it gives a feeling of movement.

"One movement, one stillness, seems to be moving but not moving, seems to be still but not still, naturally harmonious. Good architecture should not be unchanging, it should give people a sense of agility. Clearly, it should be materials for lofty buildings, but now it appears so harmonious, not at all abrupt. This design is exquisite!" praised Ieoh Ming Pei once again.

In the third picture, there is a small landscape where Linlou has built a moon gate with tiles. There are a few stones placed inside and outside the gate, creating the appearance of a miniature rockery.

The fourth picture shows various flower beds surrounded by tiles, with flowers and plants growing in the middle of the tile formations.

The fifth picture shows the tiles deeply embedded on both sides of the pathway, with only two to three centimeters of the tile heads exposed. The curved tiles embrace each other in pairs, forming an abstract Tai Chi diagram.

The sixth picture shows that the tiles are stacked on the wall of the tea room to create a structure similar to a display shelf, where tea sets, flowers, decorations, and other items can be placed within the curved sections of the tiles.

The seventh picture, the eighth picture... I. M. Pei flipped through the design drawings one by one, occasionally expressing admiration for the meticulous design of the forest building. The ancient tiles radiated new charm in his design, showcasing one surprising idea after another.

The foreign architects at his firm also kept spitting out words like "amazing," "fantastic," and "wonderful," feeling the charm of Lin's architectural design.

The officials beside, on the other hand, anxiously kept checking the time. It was taking too long for I. M. Pei to work on these drawings. If this delay continued, it would disrupt the afternoon schedule.

After being reminded, Beiyuming finally looked up from the drawings, then sighed, "When it comes to the application of building materials such as steel, cement, glass, and stone, I am confident that I will not lose to anyone!"

"But when it comes to the application of roof tiles," he said, looking at Linlou, "you are definitely qualified to be my teacher!"

With these words spoken, the scene fell into silence once again.

Thank you FenAl, Leo from Ray, and Nu'an Aixiang for the rewards. I will put a picture in the Easter egg chapter.
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Everyone present was stunned by the words of Ieoh Ming Pei. Having seen the courtyard and the tile decorations designed by Lin, they had expected Pei to praise the young man. Never had they imagined that Pei would say such a thing.

In terms of status, I. M. Pei is a globally renowned architect, with classic works such as the Kennedy Library and the East Building of the National Gallery of Art, which are destined to leave their mark in architectural history. On the other hand, Lin is only a freshman student in the architecture department. While his design for the quadrangle is indeed impressive, it may not have reached the level of making a name in architectural history.

In terms of age, I.M. Pei is already sixty-three this year, while Linlou is only eighteen. I.M. Pei could be Linlou's grandfather, but now he's saying that he could be his teacher, which is unexpected from any perspective.

"Haha, Brother Yuming, you're going a bit overboard with your praise. This is not how you compliment a child. At most, Xiaolin is a bit naïve, just a bit naïve!" Member Wu laughed and quickly intervened, as staying silent would only increase the pressure on Xiaolin.

He is a student from our own school after all, and he is not willing to put too much pressure on Lin Building. He is also hoping that Lin Building will carry forward the architecture department of Tsinghua University. If he is excessively praised because of a comment from I.M. Pei, wouldn't he feel heartbroken?

"Oh, I overstepped!" At this moment, I. M. Pei also realized that Linlou was just a child. Praising him in this way would indeed bring unnecessary pressure. "Ah, it's all my fault. I was so taken by these designs that I momentarily forgot this is the work of an eighteen-year-old boy."

I almost treated it as a design by a renowned architect and couldn't help but say those words involuntarily, "Mainly because I have been away from my hometown for too long, which has made me unfamiliar with materials like tiles. Speaking of which, there are definitely many people who can teach me about the application of tiles, such as Mr. Liang Yong, Mr. Jin, and all the professors present here, who are also more than capable!"

Bé Yùmíng quickly made up for it and extended the praise for Lin's building to his own shortcomings. There was suddenly a hum of modesty on the scene, "Mr. Bé, you are overpraised. The current application scope of tiles is really too small. You have been designing in the United States before, and it is not worth your effort in this area."

"Yeah, while what Xiao Lin said makes sense, it's undeniable that the status of tiles in the architectural world has significantly declined. Our school is now offering courses, apart from Chinese architectural history, that rarely mention tiles." Everyone chuckled, and the earlier slight conflict was thus resolved.

However, many people can't help but wonder, if I were to present a bunch of design sketches made of tiles, would I receive the same praise as I.M. Pei? They don't have much confidence.

They may have a better understanding of the performance of tiles and a deeper study of the history of tiles, but they definitely cannot create a design as modern and stylish as Linlou's.

It's not their fault. After all, Linlou traveled back from the year 2020, and a forty-year gap in perspective is not easy to bridge. Most of the architectural forms they have seen, Linlou has seen, too. However, only Linlou knows what the architecture looks like after the 1980s.

"Please go easy with your words everyone. Just now Yu Ming was just joking, so please don't take it seriously. He is still young, and it wouldn't be good for him if this was spread around." Commissioner Wu chuckled and greeted everyone present, asking them not to spread this conversation outside to avoid affecting Lin's growth.

Everyone understood Wu's idea and responded with a smile. As for whether they would discuss it with others when they got back, it's hard to say. However, with Wu's input, they definitely wouldn't publicly promote it. At most, they might chat about it privately with close acquaintances, which would have less impact on Linlou.

There are still people thinking that when Linlou becomes famous in ten to twenty years, telling this story will be a popular celebrity anecdote. They just didn't expect it to happen much sooner than they thought.

"Everyone, it's getting late. Let's go to Tsinghua University for a meal together!" Seeing them agree, Member Wu also felt relieved and led the group to Tsinghua.

At the entrance of Tsinghua University, the school has organized a welcoming team. All students from the Department of Architecture are lining up at the entrance to welcome. Xuyingxue is standing at the front with a bouquet of flowers, ready to offer them to Bei Yuming.

Liu Di carefully counted and found that there was still one person missing in the class. Unable to help but mutter, "What's going on? Why didn't Lin Lou come to such an important activity? Did he ask for leave? This is too disorganized and undisciplined, isn't it?"

"Loulin has already asked for leave from the teacher; he has a more important task!" explained Wenxuan.

"What exactly is he doing? What task could be more important than welcoming the esteemed master Bei Yuming? Master Bei is a globally renowned architect. As a student of the architecture department, you're not even attending such an event? If Einstein came to our school, would the physics department be understaffed?" Liu Di discontentedly said, "Even if you have talent, can't you be so arrogant?"

"I'm not sure either, but the teacher did say that he had an important task that delayed him for a few days, and he hasn't returned to the dormitory during these days." Previously, Wu was not sure if Lin Lou could persuade Ieoh Ming Pei, and did not want to publicize the matter of Tsinghua students finding fault with Ieoh Ming Pei. Therefore, he did not mention anything on the phone, so they naturally had no way of knowing."

"At such a young age, he's already skipping classes and not cherishing the opportunity to interact with the master. In my opinion, if this continues, I'm afraid Linlou's development in the field of architecture will be limited." Liu Di shook his head, not knowing whether he was secretly pleased with Linlou's decline or regretful about losing someone to compete with.

"Don't talk! Master Bei is coming soon. Help each other check the instruments, then stand properly. Listen to my command later and shout the welcome message." Zhou Ruiqiong received the message and hurried back to greet everyone, personally adjusting Xu Yingxue's collar.

Wenxu, Liu Di, and others quickly shut their mouths, raised their heads and chests, and waited for Bei Yuming's arrival with the attitude of a soldier waiting for the inspection of a superior.

The convoy slowly drove over and stopped at the school gate. Commissioner Wu got off the first car, followed by Bei Yuming, President Jin, Gu Weimin, and others.

"Welcome, welcome, a warm welcome!" Wen Xuansi, Liu Di, and others immediately began to chant welcoming words, while also curiously looking towards Bei Yuming. Just what kind of person is this master?

Hmm? Suddenly the sound of Liu's flute stopped. How did Linlou come over with Master Bei and even get out of Master Bei's car? What's going on here?
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Is he related to Ieoh Ming Pei? I've never heard him mention that before. And he is from Haidong, while Ieoh Ming Pei's ancestral home is in Jiangsu and he was born in Guangzhou. There seems to be no connection. Could it be a relative from Ieoh Ming Pei's wife's side? Where is Ieoh Ming Pei's wife from? Liu Di's mind was in a muddle, desperately trying to remember information about Ieoh Ming Pei.

In fact, the wife of Ieoh Ming Pei is not from Dalian. His wife's name is Eileen Loo, originally named Shuhua Lu, with the courtesy name Liping. She is of Dongguan Humen descent and comes from a prominent local family.

In the summer of 1938, Lu Ailing went to the United States to attend Wesleyan College, where Song sisters and Bing Xin had also studied. After arriving in New York, she was welcomed by I.M. Pei on behalf of the local Chinese Association.

After a conversation, Lu Ailing learned that I.M. Pei was studying architecture at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Coincidentally, Lu Ailing's father, Lu Baoxian, graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1916. Therefore, Lu Ailing had a favorable impression of I.M. Pei. Similarly, I.M. Pei was also attracted to this beautiful and outstanding girl.

He took the opportunity to suggest driving to Boston with Lu Ailing, but she refused to ride in a stranger's car and politely declined Bei Yuming's offer by saying she had already bought a train ticket.

However, Ieoh Ming Pei did not give up easily. When he learned that Lú Aìlíng's train was delayed in Hartford due to a hurricane, he called her and subsequently went to Wesleyan University several times to meet with her, eventually winning her over.

On June 20, 1942, five days after Lu Ailing's graduation ceremony at Wesley College, they got married at the Water Club in New York, at the residence designed by architect William Lawrence Boese Le. The couple lived harmoniously together, sharing seventy-seven years of enduring love, leaving behind a classic love story.

"Liu Di, Liu Di, pay attention. Master Bei is about to come, don't embarrass Tsinghua University!" A classmate's reminder awakened Liu Di from his reverie.

At this point, he finally noticed that Lin Lou had already followed Bei Yuming over. He could only continue to shout words of welcome with his classmates, and as he thought about what he had just said, he felt like a fool.

Xu Yingxue greeted with flowers in her hands and presented them to Bei Yuming, while secretly sizing up Lin Lou. What on earth is going on? How did he come over with Master Bei? And so close, too?

"Beilao, this is Xu Yingxue, a freshman majoring in architecture. Xu is from Wuxi, so you two can be considered partial fellow townsmen." Lin Lou introduced Xu Yingxue with a smile. Wuxi is right next to Suzhou, so they can indeed be considered fellow townsmen.

"Oh, certainly there is a hint of the ethereal elegance of the Jiangnan water village girls in you. I hope you can become an outstanding female architect like Mr. Lin Huiyin!" Meeting a fellow villager, Ieoh Ming Pei also offered some encouragement.

Xu Yingxue blushed with excitement, repeatedly assuring that she would study hard. When Bei Yuming passed by, she gratefully nodded at Lin Lou, thinking to herself that if it weren't for his words, how would the master Bei have encouraged her?

The students waited and rehearsed at the door for over an hour, but Beiyuming left after only a few minutes. All they could do was watch as Linlou chatted and laughed with Beiyuming, while walking into the school.

"Alright, everyone go back and have lunch first. Then, we'll meet at the auditorium at 2:00 PM to listen to Master Bei's speech. Don't be late, and don't get your clothes dirty. When we get to the venue, let's show the character of us Tsinghua students..." Zhou Ruiqiong reminded once again, and then announced the dismissal.

However, none of the students were willing to leave. They all surrounded her and asked, "Teacher Zhou, what's the matter with Lin building? Why did he come with Master Bei?"

"I don't know either," Zhou Ruiqiong couldn't come up with an answer. Could it be because of that paper? Or maybe Master Bei took an interest in that design? It shouldn't be, Master Bei should be busy with the Xiangshan Hotel these days, right? How could he have time to pay attention to these things?

"Alright, alright, stop guessing. We'll know when Linlou comes back. Now let's go eat quickly, then head back to the dormitory to rest and rejuvenate. We need to be in high spirits to show our style at the event."

On the way back, almost all the classmates were speculating about the reason why Lin and Bei were riding in the same car. They didn't know that Bei was simply interested in Lin's building design and had specially invited him to talk in the car.

After dinner, when I returned to the dormitory, even though everyone had gone to bed early, no one could fall asleep. My mind was full of the scene of Lin Lou getting out of the car designed by I. M. Pei. At 1:30, Wenxuan and other class cadres went to call on people one by one in the dormitory, urging everyone to wash their faces, and only then did a few people regain some energy.

When you arrive at the auditorium, please sit with your class, and then wait for a while. When Ieoh Ming Pei and others enter the auditorium, all rise and applaud warmly to welcome them. Lin Lou then sits in the front row with Commissioner Wu amidst the applause.

"Respected guests, dear students, we are honored to have invited the globally renowned architect Mr. I.M. Pei to deliver a speech for everyone today. Mr. I.M. Pei, originally from Suzhou and born in Guangzhou, has been introduced by Commissioner Wu, who personally took the stage to present Mr. I.M. Pei's life experience and main achievements before inviting him to give a speech."

"Although most of my previous architectural works were completed in the United States, I always remember that I come from China, with its gardens in Suzhou, and the horse-head walls of the Huizhou style... These ancient Chinese architectural styles are deeply imprinted in my mind..."

"Chinese architecture should have a Chinese look, be close to the lives of the Chinese people, have a close connection with daily life, and cater to the Chinese preferences, which are different from those of Westerners. Therefore, it should not simply copy Western designs."

"Chinese architecture should take its own path. I believe it should follow the Chinese path, which is distinct from that of Western countries."

I.M. Pei introduced the latest architectural concepts from the West in his speech, expressed his love for Chinese architecture, and encouraged everyone to forge their own path in Chinese architecture. The speech lasted for more than an hour and received enthusiastic applause at the end.

"Once again, I would like to thank Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei for his wonderful speech. Mr. Pei's speech has been very enlightening for me, and I believe it's the same for all of you." Commissioner Wu expressed her gratitude once again, and then announced the next segment, "I believe that after listening to Mr. Pei's speech, many of you may have questions. Therefore, the next segment is the Q&A session. Please raise your hand if you have any questions."

As soon as the words fell, many students raised their hands, even some young teachers also raised their right hands high, hoping to have the opportunity to have a dialogue with the master.

"The second boy in the third row, okay." Pei Yu Ming chose a classmate.

"Thank you, Master Bei. What I want to ask is, do you think that China can produce world-class architectural masters in the present day?"

I'm going to Sanjiang tomorrow, feeling nervous. Thank you, Liu Gaogao, for the fast reading reward.
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"I remember, back when I was studying at Harvard, I was still a student of Gropius. Gropius told us that the international style was the style we should follow. He predicted a kind of globalized architectural style. One day he said to me, 'Other countries will follow the architectural designs that appear in Europe and the United States, such as RB.'"

I.M. Pei did not directly answer, but instead told a story, "I cannot agree with that viewpoint. At the time, I was a student from China. I didn't want to see the same kind of architecture in China that was visible everywhere in the United States and Europe. But I was wrong. Later, when I saw everything happening in Tokyo, in Osaka, I realized that Gropius was right."

"But I haven't given up. I still believe that the world will be much more interesting than the current globalized situation; for the construction of a building, there must be a site, and this site must be in a place with its own history, which is very important for the building and the architect."

"The site is an important symbol of the geographical environment, it has its own viewpoints and orientations, and everyone should have an understanding of this. Every architect needs to consider this; they should understand the site, its history, and its roots, and these roots are difficult to uncover, but if an architect wants to be creative, they must discover them."

"At first, I didn't realize the importance of history because the projects I was working on, such as low-cost housing in New York, their history was there, but obviously not very long."

"However, last year, I took on the project of Xiangshan Hotel, and this year I also took on the renovation project of the Louvre. In these projects, I gradually realized that if I don't understand history, I cannot succeed."

"Even in the process of designing the Fragrant Hill Hotel, I had made some oversights due to a lack of understanding of history." Here, Ieoh Ming Pei pointed to the front row, "Thanks to Professor Wu from your esteemed university and also to classmate Linlou, who helped me correct these oversights and gave me the opportunity to make changes. Otherwise, the Fragrant Hill Hotel would have certainly been a very failed project!"

With a loud bang, the auditorium instantly exploded. The teachers and students present were shocked by the words of Ieoh Ming Pei. In the newly reformed and opened China, people began to understand the world and were quickly amazed by the developed Western world.

In their view, everything in the West is considered good, including their technology, art, and of course, architecture. It is believed that they are far ahead of China, and in the presence of world-class masters like Ieoh Ming Pei, we are only qualified to listen and have no right to evaluate his work. But now, there are actually people who can point out his shortcomings.

And they are both teachers and classmates from our own school, which is simply astounding. A sincere sense of pride gushes from the heart. In the 1980s, people really needed this kind of pride, which is why stories of a certain worker, a certain farmer, using China's unique ancient wisdom to impress foreign friends emerged.

But those are just stories, only heard of but never seen with their own eyes. But now, here in the auditorium of Tsinghua University, they have personally heard the words spoken by such a master like I.M. Pei. How could they not be excited!

"The applause of 'Hualala!' resounded in the venue, even more enthusiastic than when Bei Yuming gave a speech. All the students and teachers present, especially those from the architecture department, were filled with pride."

"Commissioner Wu, you have brought great honor to our Tsinghua this time!" A school leader applauded while speaking to Commissioner Wu.

"Haha, it's not because of me. Those opinions were all suggested by fellow student Lin Lou. He even conducted experiments specifically for them. Mr. Bei invited me along just out of courtesy," Commissioner Wu didn't take credit for himself. He had his own pride, and in fact, with his status and reputation, he didn't need this kind of thing to make himself look good.

The reporter from the school news agency was too preoccupied to cherish the film at this moment. Quickly pressing the shutter, he imprinted the images of Bei Yuming and Member Wu onto the film, while also searching for Lin Lou's figure. He should be the student in the front row, right?

Ieoh Ming Pei smiled and nodded repeatedly as the applause gradually subsided. He then continued his speech, "As one of the four ancient civilizations, China has a profound architectural culture and heritage. Only the Chinese people can grasp the essence of this cultural heritage. Once someone can absorb the essence of Chinese architectural culture and integrate it with modern architecture, he will surely become a master."

"So if you ask me whether China can produce world-class architectural masters, my answer is definitely yes, and perhaps he will appear earlier than we expected." With that, he deliberately glanced in the direction of Lin Lou.

Worrying about spoiling the crop, Bei Yuming did not mention his name, but that deliberate glance said it all. His expectations for Linlou were not just for him to be an architect of ordinary excellence.

Applause rang out once again, followed by several students standing up to ask questions. Bai Yuming answered each one, and finally, the school leaders stepped in to advise against allowing the questioning to continue, warning that if they did, Bai Yuming wouldn't be able to finish today.

After the speech ended, after Bei Yuming, Wu and Lin and others left one after another, the students finally got up and left. However, Liu Di still sat there in a daze. What Master Bei said just now is all true? Lin was able to find fault with him?

After having dinner on the Tsinghua campus, everyone returned to the Friendship Hotel. Lin also followed along. After discussing the opinions, next he would join the team and make adjustments to the design plan for the Xiangshan Hotel. He's still got a lot to do.

"Xiao Lin, you should focus on working with Mr. Bei during this time. I have already arranged with the school so that your absence won't be counted. With your abilities, passing the exam shouldn't be a problem!" Commissioner Wu advised earnestly before leaving.

"Xiao Lin, let's have a chat! " Bei Yuming called Lin Lou into his room and sat down in the living room.

"You can just call me Linlou!" Linlou sat down on the sofa.

"In the future, we will be working together for a period of time. You are now considered a temporary addition to my team, so naturally, your salary should also be in accordance with the standard!" said Bei Yuming, planning to talk to him about his salary.

"The average annual salary for architects in the United States is around $20,000. My architectural design firm pays slightly higher, reaching $30,000. I can offer you $3,000 per month, in addition to commission and bonuses. How do you feel about that?"

Three thousand US dollars a month? If converted to RMB, wouldn't that be a monthly income of over ten thousand? Thinking about reaching this standard in 1980, Linlou was indeed a bit excited.

Today's collection should be over ten thousand. When I add more, please collect and recommend.
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Architects in the United States do not actually have a high income. In the era when Lin Lou traveled, the starting salary for a newly graduated architect is generally $40,000. The average income for architects is around $80,000. However, this is an industry where one has to accumulate experience, and after working for about ten years, one can earn an annual salary of $100,000, thus entering the top ten percent of high-income earners.

If you can gain some popularity, open your own design firm and take on projects directly, and charge a design fee of one to three percent of the total project cost, the more renowned you are, the higher the percentage can be increased, then you will earn even more.

Chinese architects seem to have a higher income compared to the average national income than American architects. However, the impact of the professional association for architects is greater in the US, and American clients are not as dominant as Chinese clients, so architects in the US are not endlessly forced to revise designs.

Overall, it's hard to say which country's architects are more comfortable. If American architects come to China to take on projects, they would be very comfortable.

Of course, for time travelers, this amount of money is nothing at all. There are plenty of ways for Lin Lou to make money, even more than what top masters like Pei Yinming can earn in their lifetime.

Then why become an architect? It's simply because one likes it. When one doesn't have to think about money, they can naturally do what they like. Making money is for freedom, and one shouldn't become a slave to money.

"How about it, are you satisfied with this figure?" Pei YuMing was a little surprised. He was aware of the income level of his peers in China during this period. Earning a few tens of RMB a month, he offered a monthly salary of 3,000 USD, which meant Linlou would be able to exceed the income of other colleagues in just one month.

This is still calculated according to the official exchange rate. If calculated using the black market exchange rate, perhaps many people would never be able to receive so much in their lifetime. However, Lin only showed a slight surprise upon hearing this number and quickly returned to normal.

"Let's just follow the standards of your firm! I have no objections," Lin said after some thought. "But I hope we can make a slight change to the payment method. I wonder if it's convenient for you."

"You mean, you want me to help you exchange it into foreign exchange coupons? For Renminbi, it might be more suitable for you to exchange it yourself, right? According to the official exchange rate, you would suffer a loss on your end." said Pei Yueming.

"It's not that. My older brother just went to study in the United States, majoring in computer science at Stanford. If it's convenient for you, could you send the money directly to him? That way, I won't have to transfer it to him again," Lin Lou said. He had no shortage of pocket money, and there wasn't much to spend on these days. It would be better to just give the money to his brother, Lin Qiao.

He's also counting on Lin Qiao to develop a more mature CAD as soon as possible, so that he can achieve financial freedom. With this money, presumably Linlou can better develop and promote CAD.

By the way, maybe we can let the firm of I.M. Pei to try CAD first. His firm is highly regarded in the American architectural community. If we can persuade them, the rest will be much easier.

"Haha, you brothers have a really good relationship," said Ieoh Ming Pei with a smile. He has two brothers and a sister. One of his brothers, Ieoh Ming Kun, graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and is one of the world's most authoritative experts in glass, ceramics, and new energy. He has a significant influence in the field of energy-efficient buildings. The other brother works at Ieoh Ming Pei's firm with him and his partners.

His relationship with his siblings has always been very good, so he understands Linlou's approach very well, "It may be a bit of a hassle on the financial side, I'll need you to provide a power of attorney, and then give me your brother's bank account, I'll take care of the rest."

"Okay, how about this? During the time you work for me, I will pay your brother $2500 each month, and give you $500." Bei Yuming thoughtfully arranged it this way so that Linlou's brother wouldn't have to worry about living expenses, and Linlou would also have money to spend.

"No need, give them all to my brother. I don't want to hide it from you, I published a book before and the sales were pretty good. I receive a monthly royalty income! The courtyard house was also built with my own money. In terms of economy, I am quite well-off compared to others," Lin Lou said with a shy smile.

"Haha, if I had known you were so indifferent to money, I should have said less just now!" I.M. Pei laughed. The Lin Lou really gave him a lot of surprises.

"That won't do. If I give too little, it will ruin your reputation when it gets out!" Linlou also joked with him. In reality, I.M. Pei was very concerned about money.

He has always been known in the industry for his high fees. When old friends complain about this, I. M. Pei would respond with a smile, "I'm pay, not I'm free!"

In English, "贝 (Bèi)" is translated as "Pei", which sounds similar to "Pay" in Chinese. It implies that since my surname sounds like "pay", it's only fair for the fee to be a bit higher. When the other party hears this, they can only smile bitterly.

"If it's not too much trouble, I'd like to request an advance on my salary for one month, and have it sent to my brother first! I can write the authorization letter now, and as for the account number, I'll contact my brother and ask him." Lin Lou seemed very happy with I.M. Pei, so he made another small request.

I want to promote CAD, but it costs a lot of money. Giving extra money to Lin Qiao will definitely not hurt. Now, for every dollar spent, we will get thousands of times return in the future.

This is also a small matter, and Ieoh Ming Pei readily agreed, "I have to meet with a few leaders tomorrow. You can take this time to rest a little and also bring some clothes from the school. We will officially start working the day after tomorrow, and it may be very hard work. I hope you are prepared."

Lin left the building and returned to his room to rest. The next morning, he handed over the authorization letter to Bei Yuming and then left.

After leaving the hotel, instead of immediately returning to the school, he took a bus to the Beijing Telephone Exchange Building. It’s not convenient to make international long-distance calls now, only available to be made from there. There are also long-distance telephones in the Friendship Hotel, but it is not convenient to use, so he had to go to the telephone exchange building.

He flipped over a few times, and when he arrived at the scene, Lin Lou was dumbfounded. Looking at the long line in front of him, he thought he had arrived at a Jay Chou concert or the opening day of an Apple store for new phone sales.

The line of four people extended from the entrance of the communication building to the corner of the street, and then continued to extend beyond the corner. It was quite a long walk from the front to the back of the line.

Even if someone only takes a minute, I might not be able to reach the front of the line by the time they finish work, right? Lin scratched his head. Although he had thought about queuing up earlier, he never expected the line to be this long.

It's so hard to make a phone call.
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I.M. Pei only gave himself one day off, and he still needs to go back to the dorm to get things. He only has a half day at most to queue up for himself. Given the length of the current line, how is it possible to queue up?

Linlou hesitated at the end of the line, and just as he was pondering for a few minutes, someone else joined the line, which made the waiting time even longer. He decided to give up on queuing and stood at the entrance of the communication building, pacing back and forth, thinking of a solution.

Who can help me sort this out? It's a bit excessive to bother Commissioner Wu with such a trivial matter, right? Qi Baocheng might have connections. There are many units in the railway department now. Perhaps someone from the telephone office also wants train tickets? Maybe he can handle it.

Anyway, Linlou and Qibaocheng are already very familiar with each other, so there's no need to feel embarrassed about asking for a small favor. Even if he doesn't know anyone, he can always find a way through various channels.

Let's go to Qibao Cheng's house and take a look. Pay attention. Linlou was about to leave, but after taking a few steps, someone caught up from behind and said, "Hey, buddy, are you going to make a long-distance call? International or domestic?"

Lin Lou turned around and saw a young man with long hair and a somewhat roguish look. His small eyes were darting around, and he kept a watchful eye on the surroundings while conversing.

Jianlinlou didn't reply immediately, but quickly added, "If you're in a hurry, I can take you in. My buddy is in line ahead, and his matter isn't urgent. Today or tomorrow, it's all the same, but..."

He stretched out his right hand, rubbed his thumb and index finger together, made a gesture of counting money, and said, "I came here early in the morning and lined up. I can't just let people wait for nothing, right? I should at least show some courtesy, shouldn't I?"

Wow, are there scalpers so early in the morning? Lin Lou immediately understood and smiled, saying, "From the tone of your voice, it sounds like you have quite a few comrades. Are there people queuing up for both domestic and international long-distance calls?"

The young man smiled without saying anything, and Lin Lou did not expose him either. "I want to make a call to the United States and discuss the numbers. If it's suitable, I won't bother finding someone else. I'll probably need to make calls to the United States often in the future. If everything goes smoothly this time, I'll come to you next time as well!"

"Then it depends on how urgent you are. It's five yuan if you want to make a call before work hours, ten yuan before lunch, and twenty yuan for a call within an hour. Don't think it's expensive, in the US, it costs twenty yuan for a call in just one minute. Since you are willing to pay such expensive phone bills, I guess you won't mind this small amount of money." The young man whispered.

"You are doing this business very clearly!" Lin praised, "It's just like scalping tickets for a concert! The price for front row tickets is the highest, and it decreases as you move to the back. But I was surprised by the phone bill, it's 20 yuan per minute. It costs a month's salary for an average person just to make a few calls. This is too expensive, isn't it?"

"Bro, are you calling your girlfriend? I'm not trying to be rude, but unless you can come to the US in a year or two, it's better to let it go. There will definitely be a breakup between you two! I've heard too many stories like this, where a man works hard in China to earn money to support his girlfriend's education, only for her to dump him after she's done."

"Honestly speaking, earning a few dollars with a kind gesture isn't bad at all. At least it wasn't a waste of time. But those who lack conscience, I just bid them goodbye and cut off contact, leaving them with nothing in the end!" This person then became interested and started gossiping with Lin Lou.

"Don't talk nonsense, I'm calling my brother! Find me the fastest one!" Puh, am I so handsome and dashing, does it look like I can be dumped?

However, Lin Lou also knows that during this period, going abroad often means parting ways, as reflected in a series of film and television works such as "Beijing Meets Seattle" and "Crazy Stone".

"Alright, just you wait and see!" Seeing a big business opportunity, the young man immediately became excited. He quickly took Mr. Lin into the building, whispering as they walked, "You're not wasting your money. My friend queued up outside with a blanket in the middle of the night. We've earned hard-earned money, and what you're paying is considered good. If you came in the late afternoon, the price would be even higher."

He entered inside and pointed to a young man in the team wearing toad sunglasses, "There, that's my buddy. Just go and switch him out!"

Linlou said a few words and then walked out of the line. He quickly slipped some money to him while sneaking in. As soon as Gammiror left, he rushed to the restroom. It's really not an easy job to queue up, and the money they earn is hard-earned.

The person behind muttered a few words, but there weren't many people in front of them anyway. They just took over the spot, so they didn't have much to say. They continued to stretch their necks and silently calculated how much longer it would be before it was their turn.

After about forty minutes, it was finally Lin's turn. The staff member, without looking up, said, "International long-distance calls cost twenty yuan per minute. Pay twenty yuan as a deposit before making the call. Have you prepared what you want to say? Once the time is up, we will hang up the call directly."

"What if I want to chat a little longer?" Linlou guessed that he and Linqiao might not be able to finish their conversation in just a minute.

"If you talk more, you'll have to pay more deposit! It's twenty yuan per minute, so you have to pay accordingly for how many minutes you want to talk!"

"Young man, it's not easy to earn money at home. Let's keep it brief. Save the money and make the call next month, it's the same!" Linlou hadn't decided how long to call for, when a kind-hearted aunt behind him advised. She thought Linlou had stolen money from home to chat with his girlfriend.

"Thank you for your concern. There's something urgent I need to discuss with my brother." Lin Luo nodded in gratitude and took out ten large unity coins, handing them over. "Can you give me a five-minute head start? If I need more time later, can I add to it?"

The staff finally looked up. Most people who come here to make international long-distance calls talk for almost exactly one minute. It's rare to see anyone talk for five minutes straight. He hesitated for a moment before saying, "As long as you top up the money before the time is up, it's fine."

"That's good." Lin took the receipt and picked up the phone, asking the operator to dial the phone number of Linqiao dormitory. The time difference between Stanford and Beijing is sixteen hours, so it should be around 8 PM over there, and Linqiao should be in the dormitory.

The luck was pretty good. After several transfers, the call was finally connected. After a while, the sound of hurried footsteps came through the receiver, and Lin Qiao finally came to answer the call.

Lin looked at his watch. It had only been thirty seconds of waiting, but he had already spent ten yuan on water. The conversation was about to continue at a rate of twenty yuan per minute, making this conversation quite extravagant.

"Brother, it's me. Are you doing okay over there?" Linlou asked.

"Okay, you'd better hang up and I'll call you back. It's expensive to make calls from your end." It seems Lin Qiao knows it too.
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"No need, I still have surplus from the previous payment, and I've taken on another job," Lin Lou summarized his joining the team of I.M. Pei in a few simple sentences.

"I've heard about Master Bei's reputation even here at Stanford. It's really impressive that you get to work alongside him! You must seize this opportunity and work hard. Maybe you can even get a recommendation letter from Master Bei and have a chance to study at Harvard in the future." Lin Qiao was even more excited than Lin Lou.

"I've inquired about it. In the field of architecture in the U.S., Harvard, MIT, and UC Berkeley are the best. If you can come, the two of us can be reunited in the U.S.! You don't know until you come out here. The U.S. is far ahead of our country in many ways." Although Lin Qiao has only been studying abroad for a year, from his tone, it seems like he plans to continue staying.

He had just arrived in the United States not long ago and had specifically inquired about the ranking of architecture schools in the United States. This touched Linlou a bit, as experiences of mutual support among brothers were rare for someone of his generation.

Linlou has different thoughts about studying abroad, but he didn't bring it up to Linqiao right away. It's not the right time to discuss it now. "I'll try. By the way, Master Bei is paying me a monthly salary of $3,000 now, and I have no use for it. In China, the royalty fees will be enough. Give me your account number, and I'll have Master Bei's law firm transfer the money directly to you!"

"Don't be polite with me. I'm still waiting for you to develop the software early and make a fortune. I want to benefit from your success!" Before Lin Qiao could refuse, Lin Lou shut down his excuse.

"It's really easy to make money through software over here in the U.S. The guy you told me about last time, Bill Gates, just released a system called DOS this year and landed a big deal with IBM. Everyone in the industry is talking about it! I've finished developing my software, but promoting it will require some investment. So, I won't hold back and spare no expense on that."

Lin Qiao reported the account, saying, "We're like brothers, so let's settle this. This money and your previous inspirations can be considered as you investing in my venture. If I decide to start a company in the future, I'll make sure to include you in the shares!"

"It seems like you've learned a lot in the United States!" If he had stayed in China the whole time, he probably wouldn't have been aware of these things, right?

"The United States is different from here! Over at Stanford, many students start thinking about entrepreneurship from their freshman year. During my time here, I've had quite a few conversations with them and gained a lot from it," Lin Qiao sighed with emotion.

Of course, since the founding of the Shockley Semiconductor Laboratory by William Shockley, the inventor of the transistor, in the town of Mountain View, south of Stanford University, Silicon Valley has become legendary.

In 1957, Shockley decided to stop researching silicon transistors, at which time eight engineers left the company to form Fairchild Semiconductor, known as the "Traitorous Eight". Among the "Traitorous Eight", Noyce and Moore later founded Intel, Sporck, who worked at Fairchild, went on to become the CEO of National Semiconductor, and another, Sanders, founded AMD.

The first venture capital firm was established in 1972 on Sand Hill Road, right next to Stanford University. Venture capital played a significant role in the growth of Silicon Valley, and the IPO of Apple Inc. in 1980 attracted even more venture capital to the region.

The current Silicon Valley is like the sun at eight or nine o'clock, gathering numerous IT heroes of the era, attempting to change the world. Leonard Posack, the dean of the Linqiao series, is the co-founder of Cisco. Two years ago, Ellison moved his relational software company here and will rename it Oracle in two years...

They have indeed changed the world. And now, it seems that there is one more person among the Silicon Valley giants who is changing the world. Lin Lou regained his thoughts. This call cost him a month's salary as an intern for just one minute, so it would be a waste to space out.

"Is it done? In that case, send me several copies by express delivery, don't worry about the cost. I'll find an opportunity for Master Bei to try it out. If I can get a compliment from him, we won't have to worry about promoting our software anymore! Ah, it would be so much better in the future. Just package and send an email, and receive it in a few minutes."

"Sure, no problem. After you have a look, then you can give me some advice. The opinions proposed by the students from the architecture department in my school always seem not as clear as yours. They only analyze from the perspective of architecture, but ignore the performance issues of the computer!" Lin Qiao promised.

The formal matters were discussed, and then they chatted briefly about some personal matters. Lin Qiao inquired about the situation at home, and Lin Lou naturally replied that everything was fine. After setting a time for the next contact, Lin Qiao hung up the phone.

"Just five minutes, no need to give you a refund!" When Lin came out, it caused a small commotion, and everyone in the lobby wanted to see who the person was willing to spend a hundred bucks to make a phone call.

"Buddy, they all call me Erzi. If you want to make a phone call in the future, you don't need to wait in line. Just come find me here!" Coming out of the telecommunications building, that hippie hurriedly caught up. This is a big client and he needs to keep him happy.

Two sons? Your hair seems a bit too much, it doesn't really look like it? Oh, I almost forgot, Two sons actually had hair at first, Lin Lou was a little confused by this name.

"When you're ready to make your next call, let me know in advance so we can schedule a time. I promise that as soon as you arrive, you can make the call without waiting even for five minutes!" Erzi continued to solicit business.

"Okay, I'll come find you next time." We'll have to wait for Lin Qiao to deliver the software. After Bei Yuming has tried it, we'll have a chat with him!

After hanging up the phone, I was able to set aside most of my worries. I went to a nearby snack bar near the Lin building, had something to eat, and then took the bus back to school.

At this point, it happened to be the time when the morning classes were just over. As soon as I reached the entrance of the dormitory building, I was stopped by the returning students. "Oh, look, Lin is back!"

With a shout, the surrounding classmates immediately gathered around. The windows upstairs also started to open, and some impatient ones didn't want to waste time taking the stairs, so they simply jumped down from the second-floor window.

"Lin Lou, are you and Master Bei relatives?"

"Lin Lou, what did you say to Master Bei?"

"Linlou, what is Master Bei usually like? Is he as kind as he appears in his speeches?"

"Lin Lou, what does it feel like to interact with foreigners?"

They surrounded Linlou, all talking at once, like a pack of paparazzi cornering a hot celebrity just caught cheating.

"Make way, make way, please! If you all ask at once, who can hear clearly? Return to the dorm first, and then come one by one!" Wenxuan shouted to Suzhong and Ming, pushing through the crowd to rescue Lin.

Liu Di, not far away, watched the scene in a daze.
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Back in the dorm, the small room was instantly crowded with incoming classmates, experiencing the feeling of being bombarded by reporters like an internet celebrity, answering questions until foam came out of their mouths.

"I am a native of Haidong. Master Bei is from Suzhou and was born in Guangzhou. We have no relationship... I have seen the design of the Xiangshan Hotel by Master Bei. Since Master Bei has been away from China for a long time and is a little unfamiliar with traditional Chinese architecture, there were some small omissions in the design."

"Um, I won't be able to attend classes with everyone recently. I need to work with Master Bei to revise the plan for the Xiangshan Hotel. With so many people coming in, it's been hard to take a nap in the dormitory. However, Wenxuan feels that they don't have the slightest dissatisfaction, and instead wears a proud look, even asking questions with them."

They didn't leave until noon, reluctant to part. Lin Lou collapsed directly onto the bed, feeling much more tired than drawing. After resting for a while, he quickly packed up and left with his suitcase.

In theory, it would be perfectly fine to wait until after dinner to meet up with the team at the Friendship Hotel and I.M. Pei, but Linlou doesn't want to go through that kind of torture again.

"Hey, Lin, we are about to have dinner, do you want to join us?" As we arrived at the Friendship Hotel, we happened to see James Friedman coming down from upstairs.

"No problem, wait a moment, I'll put the luggage back first!" Linlou returned the suitcase to the room, and then went to the restaurant with Friedman.

"Can you help me introduce these dishes? I really like world cuisine, and this is my first time in China. I want to try something special," Friedman curiously looked at the menu. Nowadays, the menu didn't have photos, although the Friendship Hotel provided a bilingual menu in Chinese and English, it was a bit difficult to know what the dishes were based on those English labels."

"What flavor do you like? Sweet, salty, sour, or spicy?" Lin Lou asked Friedman about his flavor preferences, then suggested, "In that case, you can order tomato and egg stir-fry, as well as sweet and sour pork."

His taste is not much different from the average American. He prefers sour and sweet things, so these two dishes are perfect for him.

"I hear you! By the way, what is this Fermented Bean Drink? Is it a beverage made from beans? I really like eating beans, so maybe this could be good?" Friedman asked, pointing at the menu.

"Uh, I think I'll pass on this one. His taste is very unique. Not everyone can get used to drinking douzhi."

"Isn't that just perfect? I like to try something special!" Friedman was puzzled.

"Have you ever tried the blue veined cheese from France?" Lin Lou felt that a direct explanation would be too complicated, so he made a simple analogy.

Friedman suddenly understood, "Well, I give up this choice!"

He obviously has eaten this unique food before. Just like blue cheese and tofu juice, they both have a unique taste. People who like it really love it, but those who don't like it absolutely cannot accept it. Luckily, he doesn't like blue cheese, otherwise Lin Lou would have a headache.

When the dishes were served, Friedman couldn't stop praising the delicious taste of the tomato and egg stir-fry and the sweet and crispy pork. The chef even came out to ask for feedback and felt proud when he saw Friedman give a thumbs up, thinking that he had brought honor to the country.

After dinner, Friedman invited Lin Lou to sit in the hotel bar. Friedman ordered a glass of Jim Beam, while Lin Lou asked for a glass of Johnny Walker. At the same time, he wondered if Lin Qiao would encounter the founder of AUTOCAD, John Walker, in America? If they were to meet, what would happen?

"Lin, I have to admit, I have never seen such an accomplished architect at your age in America. Although I can't fully understand the design of your courtyard and the decorations on the drawings, I can feel that you have integrated your national and cultural heritage into modern architecture, and this integration is very mature."

"And now, with the integration of Bert in our current project, things have become somewhat awkward. We hope your joining can help us complete this work as soon as possible!" He raised his glass.

The current gap between China and the United States is really huge. It might be nice to occasionally stay for a few days to see the completely different customs and practices from the United States, but staying for a long time becomes a bit boring. Therefore, Friedman wants to finish the work as soon as possible and leave.

"Thank you very much for your praise. I hope our cooperation goes smoothly!" He is not so arrogant, perhaps because Ieoh Ming Pei is of Chinese descent. The superior attitude of white people towards Asians is not very obvious in him, which makes Linlou more comfortable.

At the same time, I have even greater admiration for I.M. Pei. It must have been very difficult for a Chinese person to achieve such success in the United States, but since he was able to do it, then I must be able to do it too.

Have a few drinks and then leave the bar to rest in their respective rooms. Perhaps due to the effect of alcohol, Lin slept soundly at night and woke up early in high spirits.

After breakfast, they arrived at the meeting room and started the meeting. I.M. Pei first introduced Lin Lou to his team, "Everyone is familiar with Lin Lou. He has provided us with valuable advice before, which has been very useful for us, so I have included him in our team. I hope everyone can cooperate well."

Friedman was the first to applaud, and although others' applause was not very enthusiastic, no one stood up to question Lin's qualifications. His abilities had been demonstrated a few days ago, earning their respect.

"Xiao Lin, the modification suggestions you mentioned in the previous meeting seem to have not been fully elaborated. I can sense that you have mature thoughts, but you've only mentioned a little bit. Please try to talk more about it now!" After going back, Bei Yuming seriously considered Lin Lou's opinions and has grasped something vaguely, but it's not complete yet, so he hopes to hear a little more.

"Okay." Lin walked to the whiteboard with a pen in hand. He had already made it very clear in the meeting about the issues existing in the design of Xiangshan Hotel. As for the improvements, there are also two very good reference points, the beautiful museum near Kyoto and the new building of the Suzhou Museum.

Although the specific architectural forms of these two works are completely different from the Fragrant Hills Hotel, the spiritual connotations contained within are consistent, and the Xiumei Art Museum and Suzhou Museum are more mature.

"The biggest issue with the current project lies in the relationship between the architecture and the natural environment. The existing plan gives absolute dominance to the architecture, which contradicts with the traditional Chinese architectural culture. Therefore, what we need to do now is to make the relationship between the architecture and nature more integrated..."

Lin Lou described and sketched on the whiteboard as Bei Yuming gradually became absorbed in it.
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Chapter 125 The Drawing Room

The Lin Building did not directly modify the design of the Xiangshan Hotel for two reasons: first, it would be impolite to do so, as it is after all the work of I.M. Pei, who has already pointed out the issues. Making direct modifications would be going too far. Second, being fixated on various details may detract from the overall project. What I.M. Pei needs now is not just fine-tuning of details, but a rethinking of the overall design concept.

He is not lacking in the ability to design the Fragrant Hills Hotel, but rather he does not have a deep understanding of Eastern architectural culture, and for the time being, he is unable to appreciate its essence. In a few years, when I.M. Pei designed the beautiful Xiu Me Art Museum and the Suzhou Museum, he perfectly grasped this essence and seamlessly integrated it with modern architecture, creating two classics.

So it is more important to inspire him, shorten the time for him to understand the Eastern architectural culture, and then he can find ways to modify the plan by himself. By that time, it will be enough to assist him in making some adjustments to the details.

"I have a vague feeling about something, but it's not very clear yet. Ailing, please help me ask the hotel to borrow two cars. Let's go to the Xiangshan site and take a look!" said I.M. Pei. This time, his wife, Eileen Loo, accompanied him to take care of his daily life.

Arriving at the midst of Fragrant Hills, reaching the former site of Xuanlang Terrace, continuing to climb upwards, standing at a high point overlooking the area, Bei Yuming pondered for a long time, "Now it seems that such a large-scale building placed here does seem somewhat abrupt. Perhaps we should reduce the scale of the hotel."

This couldn't be better. After all, the purpose of Gu Weimin and the others is just to use the identity and reputation of Ieoh Ming Pei to demonstrate the country's determination to open up to the outside world. They don't care about the size of the architecture.

History has proven that it is difficult for a large-scale project like the Fragrant Hills Hotel to recoup its costs in the short term. In a sense, it is a waste of national financial resources. Of course, this waste is negligible compared to the benefits that the country can gain from this project, but saving some is always good.

"Xiao Lin, bring out the drawings of the Vila Voarang for me to take another look!" Pei Yu Ming instructed, "The part that you presented at the meeting left a deep impression on me, and I want to study it further on site."

Linlou unfolded the drawings. Xulangzhai consists of buildings including Shu Chan Shi, Xuegu Tang, Yulan Tang, Zhufang Building, Wuwai Chaoran, and others. In the southern part, there is a stone channel that can lead meandering water into it, and the site of the Fragrant Hill Hotel is located here. In the design by Pei Yu Ming, this winding water feature has been preserved.

On the drawing, although the overall scale of the building is not small, each individual building is not large. It is built according to the terrain, and it integrates harmoniously with the surrounding environment. As he stared at the drawing, Architect Pei pondered for a long time.

After returning, I.M. Pei began to work intensively, constantly drawing rough sketches for others to refine. For an architect, his drawing skills were indeed subpar, but as a renowned architect, he could delegate these tasks to his subordinates. Fortunately, they were all familiar with Pei's drawing style, so there was no need to worry about distinguishing the sketches.

It was impossible to complete these tasks in the meeting room, so they borrowed the drawing room of BJ City Court to finish the work. As soon as they entered the drawing room, Lin began to miss the computer age even more.

Inside a building that resembled a factory, there were many tables closely arranged, some flat and others slightly inclined. Many designers wearing glasses were busy drawing on the tables, with some leaning so close to the paper that it seemed the prolonged hours of drawing had greatly damaged their eyesight.

"The lighting here is too dim!" Friedman shook his head and said, "The windows should be larger, and the incandescent lamps should be replaced with fluorescent tubes."

"Sorry, the glass and lamp production technology in the country is still not up to standard, so we can't provide better conditions for everyone," apologized Liu Tong, who came with them.

"I've already discussed with them, the tables by the window will be available for you to use for now. The lighting there is better," he pointed to the empty tables by the bed and said, "That's the best spot in the entire drawing room, with relatively sufficient lighting. A few designers beside him were jealous."

But in order to complete the design task for Xiangshan Hotel as soon as possible, we can only inconvenience them. The original owners of the tables have been moved to the middle, those in the middle have been moved to the corner, and as for those in the corner, they can only wait for the personnel from Lin Building to finish their work and then come in for overtime at night.

In the era without computers, everything from city layouts to individual bricks and tiles was drawn stroke by stroke. The Municipal Institute undertakes the majority of the design tasks in BJ city, and their work is not easy.

"Here, put these on!" Seeing that they seemed unprepared, a staff member from the city court quickly found a few pairs of sleeves and handed them to them. Drawing is not only tiring for the eyes, long periods of sitting can lead to cervical spondylosis, and rubbing sleeves on the drawing paper can accelerate the wear of the fabric.

Nowadays, making a new piece of clothing is not easy. The supply of fabric is limited every year and can only be purchased with a ticket. Therefore, designers wear sleeve covers when drawing, so that if the sleeve covers wear out, they can be replaced. If the sleeves of the clothing are worn out, it would be much more difficult to fix, and one might even be scolded by their wife.

"This is a good way! At least I don't have to feel cold in this weather! There is no air conditioning here." Friedman muttered. In America, designers roll up their sleeves to work. It's fine when there is air conditioning, but it's not feasible in the autumn and winter seasons when there is no air conditioning.

Their drawing tables often come with movable small table lamps so they can be moved over to the specific part of the drawing when focusing on details. However, now they can only rely on sunlight and the lighting from the ceiling.

"Here is really too backward!" Friedman grumbled as he took the best seat.

He always finds it backward. Naturally, there's no need to mention Linlou. Even the best design firm in the United States still relies on hand-drawing in their drafting room. How can computer drawing be more convenient?

When they saw that they were about to start drawing, some of the less busy urban designers gradually put down their work and craned their necks from a distance to look. They were also very curious about the drawing skills of the American designers.

"It seems just okay? I can also draw this level of picture!" Someone murmured quietly when they saw Friedman start drawing. Friedman's drawing ability did not impress them.

"Wait a moment, take a look at that, the picture is really nice!" Someone pointed at the table in the forest building and said.
Chapter 126 Let's Accept a Master

Lin Lou and Friedman have just started drawing now, and what they present is the basic skills such as lines. In this respect, there is not much difference between Chinese architects and foreign architects. In fact, because there are fewer domestic architects, they spend more time drawing than foreign architects. After practicing for a long time, it is normal for them to surpass foreign architects in basic skills.

So they would say this after seeing Friedman's sketches, but Linlou's drawings are more accurate and efficient. With a light flick of the wrist, the smooth lines emerge, giving a feeling of ease.

All the people present are senior artists. Just by observing the details of their movements, one can make a basic judgment of Linlou's drawing skills. Furthermore, looking at his unusually young face, everyone has to admire the solid foundation of his hand-drawn skills.

Continue to look, as the hand-drawn illustration presents more details, they gradually put away their disdain for Friedman. Perhaps his lines are not drawn as quickly or as straight as their own, but as the rendering gradually takes shape, the vivid expressiveness makes them amazed. They didn't expect that an illustration could be created like this in the first place.

The modern architectural design in China started later than that of European and American countries, and due to various reasons, communication with the West was interrupted, which resulted in them being forced to imitate the works left behind by European and American designers before liberation, the works of Soviet designers in the 1950s, and the works of older generation domestic designers.

In the past few years, Western architectural design has transitioned from modernism to postmodernism, with various concepts continuously being updated. This change has also extended to the rendering of architectural renderings, which are struggling to keep up.

And young people like Friedman, who graduated from a prestigious American architecture school, received education different from domestic designers. At the University of California, Berkeley, where Friedman studied, students in the architecture department not only need to learn basic sketching, but also take art-related courses such as visual expression, receiving a more comprehensive education, resulting in different quality of drawings.

"American designers are so amazing, aren't they? How can they express architecture to this extent? I kept watching as he was drawing, but still couldn't understand why, with the same simple combination of lines, he can present such a great effect." Friedman's performance has become an unattainable myth in their eyes.

"The simplest faint ink painting with a pen, I can still imitate it slightly, but I can't capture the spirit, I can't even grasp the outline of the shape. If I insist on drawing it, it will only be a dog instead of a tiger!" Wen Qi, who had the best foundation in the city's design institute, sighed.

"I'll tell the chief engineer that I'll be drawing at night these days. I'll watch him draw during the day. I can draw the picture at any time. I can't miss this learning opportunity, there won't be a next time!" Wen Qi had already made up his mind. Even if he didn't sleep these days, he had to learn Friedman's drawing skills.

The people around nodded one after another. Many of them shared the same idea. Even though they couldn't postpone the work at hand, they could work overtime at night to practice drawing. As long as they could learn a skill, it was worth the effort.

Linlou heard their discussion and secretly admired, "Without this kind of spirit, this kind of unyielding determination, how could China have created the future economic miracle?"

"Huh? What are you looking at over there? Xiao Lin... I mean, Lin's graphical effects seem to be even better than this foreign friend's!" Zhang Ge, next to Wen Qi, craned his neck to look, and then he twisted his head to move his neck. Inadvertently, the corner of his eye glanced at Lin Lou's work. Once he looked, he couldn't move his eyes away. Friedman's graphical representation was already impressive enough to make them amazed, but Lin Lou's graphical effects were even better.

So much so that he subconsciously changed his address and directly switched from “Xiao Lin” to “Lin Gong.” In a place like the design institute, designers all have some degree of arrogance. If you don't have the skills, no one will willingly address you as "Gong" because it represents their recognition of your skills, not just a matter of title.

"It's impossible. He's so young, and he studied in China, right? How could he be better than American designers..." Wen Qi subconsciously retorted, but when he looked over, he suddenly fell silent.

Friedman's ideas were ahead of them by twenty or thirty years, while Lin's ideas and skills were ahead of Friedman's by forty years. By this calculation, Lin must have been ahead of them by at least sixty or seventy years. Isn't that surprising!

The meticulous composition and strong expression of the painting have surpassed the boundaries of technical drawings, elevating it to the level of art, which has left Wen Qi and Zhang Ge deeply impacted.

When they saw Friedman's work, they thought it was the ultimate level of hand-drawn effects, only to soon see another peak, even higher than Friedman's. Compared to this, their once proud drawing skills are nothing in front of them.

"If I had this ability, next time someone asks me to draw a rendering, I'd dare to ask for two thousand per piece!" Zhang Ge gritted his teeth and said. Occasionally, he would take on some private projects, charging five hundred for one drawing, which was already among the best in the institute.

"If your painting is worth 500, then this one is at least worth 5000. You're asking for only 2000?" Wen Qi joked.

"More than 5,000? With such a high price, no one would dare to hire us. 2,000 is about the limit, and we also need to get big projects to make it work. In other words, Linlou's rendering technology has surpassed the highest market standards, and it's impossible to quote based on the level of expertise."

When he was in Nanjiang City, the prices given by the Nanjiang City Court were already at the highest local standard, while in BJ City, the price ceiling was undoubtedly higher.

"I remember he is from Tsinghua University, right? I have also attended the hand-drawn class taught by a Tsinghua professor. I have to say that the teacher is not much better than me, but I have never seen anyone with such a high level of skill. Zhang Ge just can't figure out why a teacher like that can produce such talented students."

"Hey, I have an idea. Do you think it's appropriate? We don't want to bother our foreign friends, but Lin is Chinese. Do you think he would agree to let me become his student and learn drawing from him?" Wen Qi suddenly asked.

"Pay him to be your teacher?" Zhang Ge was dumbfounded. "You're over 30 years old, and you want to pay an 18-year-old college freshman to be your mentor? Are you out of your mind?"

"What's the big deal? The capable take the lead. It's just based on their skills, how can they not become my teacher?" With that said, Wen Qi became even more enthusiastic. "When he finishes work, I'll talk to him."

"I'm with you!" Zhang Ge also realized that as long as he could learn the skills, what was wrong with calling someone a teacher?
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Chapter 127 Hello, Teacher Lin

It's almost time to get off work, Friedman has also completed his tasks. He stretched and walked behind Lin and looked at his drawing, shaking his head, "I should consider myself lucky. If Mr. Bei had met you when he came to China last year, I definitely wouldn't have gotten this job. He would have definitely recruited you to his firm."

"I accept your praise, but I absolutely will not help you with the work!" Lin Lou joked in a typical American manner, while also packing up and getting ready to leave.

"We'll continue to have a drink tonight, and when the weekend comes, you can take me to have roast duck, okay?" As they finished getting ready, they chatted and laughed as they prepared to leave.

"Mr. Lin, can we take up a little of your time?" Wen Qi and Zhang Ge hurried over and said politely.

"I'll wait for you downstairs!" Friedman shrugged and walked ahead.

"No need to be polite. I'm still a student and not worthy of being called 'Mr. Lin'. What can I help you with?" Lin responded.

"Hey, Lin, look, it's almost mealtime. Why don't we go to the cafeteria to eat and chat? Our cafeteria's sweet and sour soup is one of a kind!"
When it comes to apprenticeship, there should be some etiquette. We can't just pay our respects without any expression of gratitude, right? It was too late to prepare a gift that day, so let's start by treating them to a meal.

"Okay!" Linlou thought that he would have to stay in the art studio for a long time in the future, so it wouldn't hurt to have a good relationship with them. He agreed, "I've troubled you during this time. In that case, let me treat you today."

"That won't do. When we get to our unit, there's no reason for you to pay!" After some back and forth, they arrived downstairs. Lin and Friedman told him to go back first and take the bus back to his place in a bit, while they went to the canteen at the design institute with Wen Qi, Zhang Ge, and others.

They brought Linlou directly to the inner room, ordered a lot of hearty dishes. They spared no expense in order to apprentice themselves to the master and learn the craft. They ordered all the delicious dishes that they usually couldn't bear to eat.

"Okay, okay, that's enough, that's enough, there are only three of us, we can't eat so much!" Lin Lou quickly intervened.

Wen Qi stubbornly ordered two more dishes before finally stopping, "We have to draw later, so we won't accompany you for a drink. If you like to drink, we can have a good drink over the weekend."

Then the two of them started talking about little Diao Li soup to Lin Lou. "Little Diao Li soup looks simple, and every household knows how to cook it, but there are intricacies to it. Firstly, you need to choose the right pear, it must be a Zhaozhou snow pear weighing at least a kilogram, smaller ones won't have thick enough flesh when sliced."

"Stew a pot of soup with two pears, adding tremella, wolfberries, and rock sugar. The chef in our cafeteria has a secret technique, which is to add a few green plums while stewing to enhance the fragrance..."

They didn't rush Linlou, and chatted with them about food seriously. When the sweet soup was served, it tasted really good, sweet and delicious, refreshing rather than greasy, and they wanted to drink more.

"Have some of this. This Eight Treasures Duck is also a specialty of the chef. Every time the leaders come to inspect, they always order this dish!" Wen Qi and Zhang Ge took turns introducing dishes to Lin Lou.

Nowadays, the canteens in various units, especially the smaller ones, often have a good level of food because they have reception tasks, and no one dares to be careless in this matter. Even slightly larger units have good cooks. In Linlou, the canteen has managed to provide a Michelin-star restaurant experience.

After eating his fill, Linlou asked, "What's the matter with you guys?" This meal wasn't cheap. If it wasn't for something important they were asking for, who would be willing to spend so much money?

"Um." Wen Qi and Zhang Ge exchanged a glance, feeling a bit embarrassed to speak up. On one hand, they had just finished eating, so making a request seemed inappropriate. On the other hand, there were considerations about Lin Lou's age.

"I'll leave if you don't speak now. The last bus will be gone if it gets any later," Lin said with a smile.

"Truth be told, just now seeing you and your foreign friend drawing, it completely baffled us. Our drawing skills are considered decent in our circle, but compared to you two, especially you, it's not even worth mentioning!" Wen Qi couldn't help but speak out.

"So we both want to ask you to be our teacher and learn the technique of drawing. If you are willing to teach us, everything can be discussed!" It's not easy to learn some skills nowadays. Zhang Ge has already made up his mind. If Lin Lou refuses, they won't be discouraged. They will continue to invite him to dinner tomorrow. If three meals or five meals don't work, then ten meals or eight meals will do.

If that doesn't work, then slowly inquire about his preferences, find a way to give gifts, or ask his relatives and friends for help, both of them have made up their minds to learn this skill no matter what.

"I thought it was something serious. It's no big deal. After work tomorrow, you two can find a place and I'll teach you slowly. There's no need for any formal apprenticeship." Linlou looked at the two of them. "It's a little embarrassing for a man in his thirties to become my disciple. It would be different if it were a pretty young girl of fifteen or sixteen."

"Lin, you don't have to rush to reject... Huh? You agreed?" Wen Qi and Zhang Ge thought it would take a while to negotiate, but they didn't expect that the other party agreed as soon as they spoke.

"It's not difficult at all, and I feel a bit embarrassed about occupying your drawing table recently. Consider it as compensation." While at work, Linlou overheard their conversation and, given their enthusiasm for learning, he was willing to help.

And the design work of a project cannot be done by one person. Let's make some good connections now, and it may come in handy in the future.

If nothing unexpected happens, according to the original historical development, by the time I finish my fourth year of college, which is in 1984, the country will enact policies allowing private individuals to establish architectural design firms. Linlou also has his own thoughts on this.

"Before the two of you attend class tomorrow, tidy up your own works first. I will assess your skills first and then prepare some paper and pens. Perhaps I will give you a few questions at that time..." Lin Lou instructed, then they accompanied him to the bus stop and watched him board the bus before returning.

The next day, Linlou and Friedman continued to draw. There were a few more people watching from a distance this time. After work, Friedman left as usual, and Linlou stayed behind.

"What do you feel like eating today?" Zhang Ge and Wen Qi plan to take Lin Lou out for a meal before starting class.

"The canteen is crowded now. Let's go to class first and then have dinner at 7 o'clock, which is just right," Lin said.

Wen Qi and Zhang Ge led Lin Lou to an empty office downstairs. Inside, there were several chairs, tables, and a blackboard. After looking around, Lin Lou seemed satisfied and said, "Let's get started!"

"Wait a moment!" Wen Qi and Zhang Ge walked up to Lin Lou and respectfully bowed, "Hello, Teacher Lin!"
Chapter 128 Can We Leave Him Behind

Although Lin Lou had asked them not to call him "teacher," Wen Qi and Zhang Ge still insisted on doing so. Lin Lou was quite moved by their humble and eager-to-learn attitude. After composing himself, he returned the gesture and began the class.

Wen Qi and Zhang Ge took out their prized works as requested and showed them to Lin Lou. Lin Lou flipped through each one, gaining a clear understanding of their drawing skills.

"The foundation of both of you is very solid, but the weak point lies in the aspect of conceptual understanding. So, for the next class, I will focus on this aspect. In fact, this is also a common problem in the current domestic architectural education. When we were in college, most of the textbooks used in class were compiled by architects who returned from studying abroad during the early days of the founding of the country, or were combined with the achievements of Soviet experts at that time."

"At that time, these textbooks may not have been too outdated, but over the past twenty or thirty years, there has been a drastic change in the international architectural scene. Architects like Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, and Walter Gropius led the modernist movement to its peak. It could be said that the 1940s to the 1960s was a period dominated by modernist architecture and internationalist style."

"After 30 years of internationalist monopoly in architecture, products, and graphic design, the world's architecture is increasingly becoming similar, with local and ethnic characteristics gradually fading away. The appearance of buildings and cities is becoming more dull and monotonous, coupled with the brutalism of Le Corbusier, the once warm and humane architectural forms are gradually being replaced by dehumanized internationalist architecture. A group of young architects has emerged in the architectural industry, attempting to change the face of internationalism, sparking a revolution in the architectural world."

In 1966 and 1972, American architect Robert Venturi successively wrote "Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture" and "Learning from Las Vegas", which are considered manifestos of the postmodern architectural trend. He opposed Mies van der Rohe's maxim "less is more", believing that "less is a bore".

"Furthermore, American architect Robert Stern fully summarizes the theoretical basis, possible development directions, and types of postmodernism in his book 'Modern Classicism,' which is an important foundational theoretical work for postmodernism."

The American writer and architect Charles Jencks continued the theoretical summary work of modern architecture in just a few years, publishing a series of works including "The Modern Movement in Architecture," "Today's Architecture," and "Postmodernism," gradually summarizing the postmodern architectural trends and theoretical system, and promoting the development of postmodern architecture.

Upon arrival at the Lin Building, the first thing discussed was the various significant changes in international architectural trends in recent years, which domestic architects had no way of understanding previously. Wen Qi and Zhang Ge quickly took notes.

"Teacher, where can we find these books?" Wen Qi asked. Just hearing Lin Lou's simple explanation had already made them excited. What would it feel like to have a few sets of books to study seriously?

"I can ask Master Bei to buy and mail over a few books from the United States, but it might take some time." Linlou is willing to provide assistance to those who love learning.

"Thank you, Teacher Lin." Wen Qi and Zhang Ge made up their minds to pay Lin Lou the postage and book fees once the book arrived. They still didn't know how terrifying the price of books in the United States could be.

For this kind of academic publication, the price of a single copy often exceeds $100, which is equivalent to their monthly salary. This is one of the reasons why it is difficult for the academic community to obtain information in China. While it may seem manageable to purchase a single copy, the books and journals required for a discipline are far more than just one. If one were to purchase a few, the entire budget for the year would be spent.

"We go back to architectural hand drawing. With the development of architectural concepts, the concept of drawing is also changing..." Lin Lou began to speak seriously. He demonstrated while speaking, using specific examples to explain the differences between these new and old concepts, as well as the advantages and disadvantages of these concepts.

Wen Qi and Zhang Ge greedily looked at the patterns and words on the whiteboard. Such knowledge had often only been attainable through studying abroad, but now they could acquire it while staying in their own office. How fortunate that was.

"Bang!" Suddenly, the noise coming from the door disrupted the studious atmosphere in the room. Wen Qi frowned and looked over, only to see a person lying at the door, and behind him, many people were holding paper and pens, stretching their necks to look at the whiteboard.

"I'm sorry, I'm sorry, Teacher Lin. I was so engrossed in listening that my legs went numb, and I lost my balance for a moment. I apologize for interrupting your class!" Zheng Guoping quickly got up from the floor, blushing as he continued to apologize.

"It's okay, since you want to listen, come on in! You can't see clearly from outside! You must look at the pictures for the hand-drawing class. Just listening won't work!" Anyway, whether teaching two or a group, it's all teaching. Lin Lou waved and let them in.

"Thank you, Teacher Lin, thank you, Teacher Lin!" With a sound of hustle and bustle, a large group of people rushed in. Among them were new recruits in their twenties who had just joined the unit, as well as middle-aged stalwarts in their thirties like Wen Qi and Zhang Ge, and even some veterans in their forties with a few gray hairs already.

They all held pens and notebooks, bowed to Lin Lou in turn, then walked behind Wen Qi and Zhang Ge and stood there, looking reverently at every line and word on the whiteboard and quickly jotting them down.

Seeing them like this, Linlou once again felt moved. Yes, although we are far behind the West now, as long as we have this eager-to-learn attitude, we will catch up sooner or later.

He took a deep breath and said, "Alright, let's continue the lesson. I will pick up from where I left off. If you missed anything earlier, you can borrow notes from Wenqi and Zhang Ge after class. I was just talking about the basic concepts of visual representation. Visual expression involves image theory, semiotics, cognitive psychology, and so on. A thorough understanding is a lengthy process..."

In the room, besides his voice, there was only the sound of rustling notes. This new kind of knowledge had the designers at the market institute completely engrossed, to the point that they didn't even notice when the dean and deputy dean appeared at the door.

"I was wondering why there weren't many people in the art studio tonight. Turns out the class is in session. Where did this teacher come from?" the dean asked quietly.

"The master Bei Yuming sent over, I heard it was from the first year of the architecture department at Tsinghua University. Are all university students this talented now?" The vice dean was also extremely surprised.

"Still a student? Ouyang, do you think we can keep him?" The Dean started to appreciate his talent.

"Dean, he's only a freshman. He's still four or five years away from graduating. Isn't it a bit early to talk about this? Besides, he's already working with IM Pei now. Would he be willing to come to our institute?"
Chapter 129 Teacher, I'm Still a Student

"Our institute, even if combined with all the design institutes in Beijing, would still rank among the top few...Director Qiu's words were filled with frustration. BJ Architectural Design Institute is considered one of the top design institutes in Beijing and even across the nation, but it still falls behind more powerful entities such as China Architecture Design Institute and the Ministry of Construction Design Institute."

Even Tsinghua's own design institute may not necessarily be inferior to the municipal institute. Although they don't take on many projects every year, the ones they do receive are all top-notch. Organizations from all over the country come to them for designs. Even if they choose to stay in school, they're still better than the municipal institute.

"Our hospital may not be top-ranked, but we have good welfare. As soon as he comes in, he can get a house, and he also receives a lot of gifts during festivals. If we speak to him nicely, he might be willing to consider it." Director Qiu changed his tune. Although their unit is not highly ranked, they offer good welfare. Now many units in Beijing have to seek their design expertise when they want to build houses, so they are living a very comfortable life."

"People are following Master Bei to work at the Fragrant Hills Hotel now. If they do well, Master Bei will help recommend them to study at a university in the United States. After graduation, they will definitely stay in the United States!" Vice President Ouyang said, "No matter how good our unit is, how can it compare to the United States?"

Dean Qiu is not speaking anymore. Nowadays, as long as there is a chance to go to the United States, not to mention a mere district or city hospital, even if it's the national hospital, they would probably give it up without hesitation, right?

"If they are willing to teach, let's do our best to create better conditions. Even if they can't stay, it's good for the young people in the hospital to learn more. Tomorrow we will tidy up the room and decorate it nicely... Oh right, Mr. Lin... Mr. Lin probably hasn't had dinner yet, right? You go first and tell the head chef in the kitchen to not rush to leave, and prepare some signature dishes in advance. Later, I will treat Mr. Lin to dinner!" Dean Qiu looked at Vice Dean Ouyang, who was still standing there in a daze, and urged him to go quickly.

I want to listen again. Vice President Ouyang and President Qiu glanced at each other, left with a gloomy expression. Oh, they are in higher positions than us. When they reached the stairs, they looked back and saw the president completely engrossed.

"Let's stop here for today. It is difficult to digest too much information at once. We will continue tomorrow! Class dismissed!" Half an hour later, Lin Lou finished the lesson.

"Goodbye, teacher!" With a swoosh, everyone in the room, from their twenties to their forties, bowed in unison. Lin Lou was taken aback for a moment, then quickly returned the gesture.

"Clap, clap, clap!" Applause came from the door, and Dean Qiu walked in. "Teacher Lin, your class was excellent. Thank you for your help to our institute. I've asked the cafeteria to prepare some simple meals. Teacher Lin, please join us for a meal."

"Dean Qiu, I can just have something casual. There's no need to be so extravagant, right?" Lin declined, but he still followed Dean Qiu downstairs to the cafeteria. As soon as they arrived, they found an even more sumptuous spread than the day before.

"Of course, of course. You are such a great teacher that we couldn't possibly find anyone better. When we first made space for you, there were objections from some people in the institute. But now, it's clear that we made the right decision. Otherwise, how could we have encountered such a great teacher like you?" Dean Qiu laughed heartily. "Today's preparations are not sufficient. Tomorrow, let's change to a different location and tidy up properly, so that you can teach even better."

After eating and drinking their fill, Director Qiu instructed his driver to take Professor Lin back to the dormitory. "Professor Lin, you've worked hard teaching today. It wouldn't be quite appropriate for you to take the bus. Please, take my car back," he said.

After getting off the car, the driver took out a bag of things from the car and handed it to him. Inside were popular gifts such as cigarettes, alcohol, snacks, and instant coffee, saying it was Director Qiu's intention and insisted that Lin should accept it.

The next day after work, Linlou stayed behind again. Friedman was a little curious, "How much are they paying you?" When he heard that Linlou was teaching for free, he shrugged and said, "I'd rather go back to the hotel and have a drink at the bar."

In the United States, this kind of teaching always comes with a fee. He has no interest in working for free, but for Linlou, some things are not simply measured by money. Taking this opportunity to build a good relationship with the market and the court will also be very beneficial for his future.

"Professor Lin, please come in." Dean Qiu escorted Professor Lin into the new classroom, where the desks and chairs were neatly arranged. There was a water glass on the lectern with pear slices, Tremella fuciformis, goji berries, and other ingredients soaking inside. "After speaking for a long time, your throat might feel uncomfortable, so I asked the canteen chef to prepare something to soothe your throat."

Car pick-up and drop-off, good food and drink, and even receiving gifts afterwards. Apart from not receiving money directly, this is more comfortable than attending training sessions in future generations. Lin Lou is very satisfied.

Thank Director Qiu, and continue with the class in Lin building. In fact, in the later generations, there is not much difference between domestic and foreign countries in terms of the effect diagram, and even due to cost considerations, it has outperformed foreign counterparts.

The reason is quite simple. On one hand, there are too many construction projects in the country, which has led to the birth of specialized firms like Crystalstone with the capability to support refined division of labor in the industry.

On the other hand, after entering the computer era, buying software from foreign countries requires spending a large amount of money, while in the country, you can simply download it directly. You only need to master some basic functions of CAD, PS, and 3DSMX to create decent renderings, so many young students, driven by interest or the desire to make money, have entered this field.

The extensive workforce has effectively promoted the advancement of computer drawing and rendering techniques in China. It's not surprising at all for a renowned RB designer to take on a project in the Middle East and then commission a Chinese rendering company to create the effects. Even architects as prominent as Zaha have also been known to engage Chinese companies for their work.

And these students in front of us, their foundation is not lacking at all, what they lack is just advanced ideas. With the help of Lin Tower, they may be able to accelerate their catching-up pace.

In the next few days, Lin will give them classes after work every day, and then enjoy a big meal in the cafeteria. The chef will prepare various delicacies for him. After eating and drinking his fill, he will ride back in the dean's car. He doesn't return empty-handed every day, so Lin feels that he must go back this weekend, otherwise the hotel room will soon be full.

On Friday, just after Lin Lou finished teaching, he unexpectedly ran into two familiar faces, Zhou Ruiqiong and Hu Zhongping, who were smiling at him. "I heard that you are teaching at the city court. I was a bit skeptical at first, but when I came to listen, I found that you taught much better than me," they said.

"Lin Lou, how about this? Why don't you give a talk to the students in our department this weekend? I feel like a lot of the things you just talked about are quite useful, and it won't hurt for them to listen." Zhou Ruiqiong suggested.

"Teacher, I'm still a student!" Linlou is somewhat conflicted, is it appropriate to do so?
Chapter 130 How Is He on the Stage

"What about the students? So many designers from the city audited your class. Their drawing skills are better than our students', and you're teaching them but not the students?" Hu Zhongping completely ignored the fact that he was still teaching Lin Lou hand drawing class.

"Forget about them. I just listened outside the door for a while and found it quite rewarding. Tomorrow when you go to class, I'll sit in the front row and make sure to pay close attention!" Many of the ideas expounded by Ling Lou were not fully understood by Hu Zhongping, who is a teacher of architecture at Tsinghua University.

"What's wrong, do you feel that the school cannot provide such good conditions as the city courts?" Zhou Ruiqiong also resorted to provocation.

"I don't mean it that way, I just... I just feel kind of awkward! You said I'm a student, how can I teach other students? It doesn't seem quite appropriate, does it?"

"There's nothing to fuss about. I don't care, so why should you? It's settled then. I'll have the class monitors send out notices when I return. Tomorrow, volunteers can sign up, and we'll use the biggest classroom in our department. You wouldn't make me go to the Friendship Hotel tomorrow morning to invite you, would you?" Hu Zhongping said, patting his shoulder.

"No need, I'll go back with you guys tonight!" With these words spoken, Lin Lou had nothing more to say and quickly surrendered.

"Haha, since Tsinghua has nurtured such outstanding talents, it's only right for Xiaolin to help with the teaching, which can also be considered as giving back to the alma mater! Since you two teachers are here, let's have a meal together. I'll have the driver send you back later," Dean Qiu said as he invited them to have dinner together.

At the dinner table, the conversation about Linlou's recent classes was full of praise, making Linlou a little embarrassed. After the meal, as usual, the driver took him home.

"Teacher Lin, are we going to the Friendship Hotel or Tsinghua University?" The driver asked after getting on the car.

"Do the two teachers need to hurry back?" Linlou asked, "Then let's go to the Friendship Hotel first, and take the things and clean clothes back."

Arriving at the Friendship Hotel, upon seeing the gifts delivered to the room, the two teachers couldn't help but smile again. Lin sorted out the gifts and said, "I don't smoke or drink, and I have to stay at the Friendship Hotel for a while. These cigarettes, alcohol, and meat dishes are of no use to me. Could you both help me solve this problem?"

"Alright, take it back and place it in your quadrangle. It will come in handy for tomorrow's salon meeting, consider it as your treat!" The two teachers naturally refused, but Lin Lou was quite satisfied with this arrangement.

Bring the stuff out first and head to your own four-sided courtyard, put the stuff away, and then only bring some fruits and snacks back to the dorm. "Guys, I really missed you so much!"

"Oh, Master Lin is back!" Wenxuan teased as he approached, "Hey, a master's triumphant return should be us treating you, why are you still carrying so many things!"

Although he said so, he was not polite at all. He grabbed an apple and started munching on it while handing out things to everyone. "I guess Master Lin must be tired of the delicious food at the Friendship Hotel these days. Let's help take care of these things!"

"Lin Lou, what's it like working with Master Bei? Tell us about it!"

"Yeah, what's the difference between masters like I.M. Pei and domestic architects in our country?"

Others gathered around, ready to listen to Lin Lou's storytelling. Lin Lou sat on Huang Yaxiang's bed and slowly began to tell them the story. Gradually, classmates from the surrounding dormitories also gathered around, quietly listening to Lin Lou's narration.

Wang Hui from the neighboring dormitory also came. Seeing the envious looks of other classmates, he couldn't help but think of Liu Di. Fortunately, he went to his relatives' home today. Otherwise, seeing this scene, his good mood for the weekend would probably be ruined.

Hey, what's the point of competing with others? They're already working with a master like I.M. Pei, while you may have a stronger foundation than us, you're not at that level, are you? You should obediently attend classes with us, even if you're not satisfied, you need to have a bottom line, right?

If they were just a little ahead, it would be fine, but they are leading by so much. We can't help but feel resentful about it. Wang Hui sighed inwardly and felt sorry for Liu Di.

Meanwhile, Liu Di was at the home of an old classmate of his father, presenting his long-prepared work to the man. "Uncle Jiang, what do you think of my work? Can it be entered into the national college student architecture design competition?"

"Let me take a look!" Jiang Zhe took the drawing and looked at it. He had been classmates with Liu Di's father, who had helped him a lot in the past. Now that his eldest nephew had come looking for help, it was only natural for him to lend a hand.

Liu Di sat there, his hands trembling slightly with nervousness. He could have asked the teachers at school for help, but he was worried that their words might be too direct and hurtful, and didn't want to be compared to Lin Lou. Fortunately, his father had many years of experience in the construction industry and had friends all over the place, so he could find acquaintances in Beijing as well.

"Your design is quite impressive among freshmen! This simple blueprint won't take long for Jiang Zhe to review. He quickly gave his evaluation, 'It will be eligible for the national college students' competition, but the chances of winning an award may be slim. Take it as a learning experience, and focus on winning awards in your junior and senior years!'"

Upon seeing Liu Di seeming a bit unwilling, Jiang Zhe continued, "If you want to compete for it, I can give some suggestions for modifications, but the specific changes will still be up to you."

"Thank you, Uncle Jiang!" Liu Di quickly expressed her gratitude.

Then, Jiang Zhe spread the drawings on the table and began to explain them to him in detail. The more Liudi listened, the more downcast he felt. He had originally thought his work was perfect, but it turned out there were so many problems.

"Okay, as long as you can grasp these points, there is still a glimmer of hope for winning a prize," Jiang Zhe actually wanted to say more, but seeing that Liu Di seemed uneasy, he decisively stopped.

Ah, my ability to handle pressure is a bit lacking. It's not easy to be a good architect with such a low resistance to stress. The pressure in this line of work is not as simple as you think.

In the evening, Liu Di stayed at Jiang Zhe's house, and the next morning he bid farewell and returned to school. When he arrived at the dormitory, he found that the doors on both sides of the hallway were locked. He quickly asked around and got some news from a student from another department, "It seems like your architecture department invited an expert to give a lecture, and they went over there early in the morning!"

"In what place?" Liu Di also did not want to give up this opportunity.

"The largest classroom in the architectural department, right?"

Liu Di quickly put down the drawings and hurried over. When he arrived at the classroom and took a look inside, he found not only freshmen, but also students from the second, third, and fourth years. Since he arrived so late, he could only stand at the back.

Try to find a good position to look forward. Huh? Why is Lin Lou on the podium?

Thanks for the rewards from the patrons of the store, Tian, Bai, Brother Yitiao, Zuiwo Tingyulian, Jiugong Yu, freezecolder, Qianyue Fu Liang Chi Cha Qu, and sunwdk.
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"Students, please quiet down." It's about time, Hu Zhongping picked up the microphone, "We're here today to let everyone listen to Lin Lou's presentation on the latest architectural sketching concepts from overseas."

"Some students may wonder, Lin just started her freshman year? What qualifications does she have to talk to us about these things?" After saying this, laughter broke out below, indeed some people thought so.

"I have to clarify that although Lin is a freshman, he has surpassed me in hand drawing, not just a little bit, let alone any of you!" With that said, the laughter came to an abrupt end.

Since Hu Zhongping can teach freehand drawing at the Department of Architecture in Tsinghua University, it shows that he is definitely among the top in his field among his peers. Otherwise, he wouldn't have had this opportunity. As a teacher, being honest about this, the students who are still studying in Hu Zhongping's classes have no reason not to acknowledge it.

"And do you know what Mr. Zhou and I were doing when we went to find Lin Lou to teach you? He was giving a lecture to the designers from the BJ City Architectural Design Institute! Some were your seniors and some were high-level senior architects in their forties."

"The audience immediately buzzed with surprise when they heard that the senior graduates and the predecessors who had obtained the high-ranking professional title were all listening to Linlou's lecture. 'High-ranking? Doesn't that mean he's equivalent to a professor in the school? Linlou is qualified to give lectures to professors?'"

Moreover, BJ City Institute is already considered a very good option in their choices for graduation placement. The design institute has a good reputation and being able to stay in the capital city is always favored by students in the architecture department. Many people want to go but are unable to. If they are able to achieve this, what else do they have to be dissatisfied about?

I didn't expect that, Lao Liu turned out to be a senior professional? Lin Lou was taken aback. Nowadays, it's not the era of title inflation after the 1990s. After the 1990s, the titles in the construction industry began to inflate, and many people in charge of administration and logistics shamelessly flaunted their titles as senior engineers.

The construction industry has become somewhat chaotic, that's why we now have a series of titles such as registered architects, registered structural engineers, etc. In the future, those who want to be graded will have to take examinations, which has brought about a lot of standardization.

And at that time, there was also a more impressive title, the licensed first-level registered architect. In 1994, the Ministry of Construction issued the first batch of certificates for licensed first-level registered architects, with extremely strict requirements.

Either they were awarded the title of Master Designer in Architecture before 1994; Or they served as a senior architect before 1993 and are still in position; Or they hold a senior professional and technical position in the engineering series and have been in a position as the chief or deputy chief architect of a design institute with more than 300 people for over five years.

Either the senior architect who is applying to participate in the design of the registered architect's exam questions and the grading of the exam papers, and who has also been in charge of two large-scale project architectural designs simultaneously, and has won an outstanding engineering design award for a high-level official, is qualified to apply, as Academy Academician Zhang Jinqiu is one of the first batch of licensed first-level registered architects.

The approval for applying for professional titles in 1980 is not as widespread as it is in later years. Experts who can be promoted to the highest professional title in their 40s are quite remarkable.

However, a golden age is about to come soon. Due to the talent gap, those who graduated in the 1980s from the architecture department need the shortest time after the founding of the country to obtain the highest professional title. Some exceptionally outstanding individuals can even achieve the highest professional title at the age of 35. I wonder what those older designers in their fifties and sixties in the institute would feel when they see this.

Perhaps it was because of this that led to the rampant use of professional titles in the future? This is actually a good thing for Lin Lou, maybe he can take advantage of this rare opportunity to challenge for the youngest full professor title in the architecture industry.

"Yes, that's right. Even the esteemed architects, equivalent to professors, are earnestly listening to Professor Lin's lecture. Before the class, they even bow and greet him proactively, so everyone must cherish this opportunity. Alright, I won't say much more. I need to go downstairs and listen to the lecture attentively and take notes. Now let's welcome Professor Lin to give us the lecture! Welcome, Professor Lin!" After saying that, Hu Zhongping applauded enthusiastically.

Lin Lou took the microphone, and the associate professors, lecturers, and teaching assistants in the front row also stood up and applauded. Some even intended to bow, but Lin Lou quickly stopped them, saying, "I'll still have to attend their classes in the future. I can't accept that."

"Teacher Hu has been a bit exaggerating. I just have been lucky to have more exposure to various things. Today, I am here to share with everyone the latest hand-drawing concepts from abroad." After exchanging a few pleasantries, Lin began the lecture. Similar to teaching at the local court before, he started by discussing the differences between the international popular architectural design concepts and hand-drawing teaching in architecture departments at European and American universities and in China in recent years.

Then draw it on the whiteboard and demonstrate it to them. The students from the architecture department were all awed by Hu Zhongping's statement that even senior architects have to listen to Lin Lou's lectures, and they all listened attentively, not daring to be careless.

Liu Di looked around and saw everyone taking notes seriously. He had rushed in and didn't bring any pen and paper at all, so he stood out quite a bit now.

"Classmate, did you forget to bring your notebook and pen?" someone asked in a low voice.

"I... I just received a notice, so I came in a hurry." Let me take note of Lin's building? Liu Di was somewhat reluctant.

"It's alright, you can use mine. I brought an extra notebook and pens, you can take them first and return them to me at the seniors' dormitory building. When you get there, just call for Tian Ming!" Tian Ming kindly handed over the notebook and pen.

"Thank you, senior!" Liu Di reluctantly accepted it and then spread out the notebook, intending to put on a show and return it to him after buying a new notebook in the future.

However, as Lin Lou depicted the outline on the whiteboard, Liu Di's hands unconsciously began to sketch on the paper. This drawing resolved a long-standing confusion for him.

Anyway, this is also a reiteration of foreign ideas, not his own. Right now, I am just recording things from foreign masters, Liu Di consoled himself this way.

An hour quickly passed, and Zhou Ruiqiong stood up to announce a ten-minute break for everyone to stretch, use the restroom, and then come back to continue the session.

"I just talked about some important ideas from the 1940s to the 1970s. So, which direction will the architectural hand-drawing concept develop in the future? I also have some thoughts on this and I'd like to share them with everyone here." With the past ideas covered, Lin Lou began to talk about future concepts.

He is starting to predict the future development direction now. Isn't this a bit too much? Liu Di was entangled again, this time it wasn't something he was recounting from a foreign master. Should I remember it or not?
Chapter 132 Too Tired

"Classmate, your notes are really well done. Your drawings are much better than mine. Can I borrow them and take them home to practice drawing them again?" After Lin finished his speech, Tianming said to Liudi.

The Liumei's face is slightly flushed, why can't I control my hands! I can't help but draw when I see the subject. As for Tian Ming's request, he couldn't refuse it at all. After all, it was someone else who lent him the notebook.

"Okay, you take it first. I'll come to your dorm in a couple of days to get it from you. By the way, I'll exchange it for a new one for you," Liudi handed over the notebook, still feeling a little reluctant as he wanted to study many of the pictures inside carefully.

Lin Lou followed Hu Zhongping and Zhou Ruiqiong to their own quadrangle courtyard, and also brought along their roommates. Some younger teachers also joined them. Everyone continued to have a barbecue party as usual. They ate barbecue while asking Lin Lou various questions about architectural concepts and architectural sketches.

There are people like Hu Zhongping who currently teach at Lin Building and people like Li Qingxi who will teach at Lin Building in the future, but here, they have no air of a teacher at all, and are humbly seeking advice like ordinary students.

Wenxuan and the others couldn't keep up with the pace of the teachers. They hadn't really figured out the content of Lin's lecture, let alone asking questions. Nevertheless, they listened attentively, desperately trying to remember everything in their minds. Even if they didn't understand it now, as long as they remembered it, it would definitely be useful in the future.

In the dormitories of the architecture department at Tsinghua University, many students did not go out to relax, but continued to exchange notes and discuss what they had been taught by their professor in the dormitories.

Looking at Tian Ming concentrating on copying in a serious manner, Zhou Jun, who came all the way from Peking University to find his high school classmate, expressed his dissatisfaction, "I have to say, you guys at Tsinghua are really interesting. You let a freshman come and give a lecture, and you're still listening so attentively?"

"Heh, Linlou is no ordinary student. He joined the team of Bei Yuming in his freshman year. Does your school have students who can join the laboratories of Li Zhengdao and Yang Zhenning in their freshman year?" Tian Ming retorted without looking up. Zhou Jun is from the physics department of Peking University, so he cited two physics masters as examples.

"Who can compare? Li Zhengdao and Yang Zhenning are world-class physics masters who have won the Nobel Prize! They have high standards for the members of their research teams," Zhou Jun argued.

"Pei Yuming is also a world-class master architect. His status in the architectural community is no less than that of Yang Zhenning and Li Zhengdao in the field of physics. In fact, it was Lin Lou who pointed out Pei Yuming's mistakes and earned a place in the team of the great master Pei. Can anyone in the physics department at Peking University point out errors made by Yang Zhenning and Li Zhengdao? Oh, I almost forgot, Peking University doesn't have an architecture department, so you wouldn't understand these things."

"Hey, if it weren't for the department reorganization back then, Peking University's Department of Architecture merging into Tsinghua University's Department of Architecture, you guys wouldn't be so powerful now," Zhou Jun complained.

In the summer of 1928, the Architecture Department was established at the School of Arts of Peking University, which later became the predecessor of the Architecture Department at Peking University. In 1952, due to institutional adjustments, the Architecture Department of Peking University merged with Tsinghua University's Department of Architecture and continued as such until 2010, when Peking University reestablished the Department of Architecture and Landscape Design.

"Haha, if your architecture department at Peking University was better than ours at Tsinghua, then it should have been Tsinghua's architecture department merging into Peking University. Since you were the ones who got merged, it means that your school's architecture department is not strong enough!" Tian Ming laughed, and Zhou Jun angrily left, leaving a burst of laughter in the dormitory.

As top national universities, when students from both schools meet, it's inevitable that there will be some rivalry. In the past, neither could convince the other, but today Tian Ming has finally gained the upper hand.

On this weekend, although it was a Saturday, Linlou felt even busier and more exhausted than usual. After resting for a night, he rushed to the city court early the next morning to continue drawing and teaching classes to Wen Qi, Zhang Ge, and others.

After several days, the design drawings were finally completed. I.M. Pei brought the drawings for review again. Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, as well as Commissioner Wu and Chairman Jin, began to review these drawings.

Compared to the previous work, this time, I.M. Pei retained the essence of the original but reduced the scale of the project and made adjustments to the overall planning. Although there is still a gap compared to masterpieces like the Xiumei Art Museum and Suzhou Museum, it has improved significantly compared to the previous version.

The leaders and expert review panel did not have major objections, so the plan was finalized. After a brief celebration, I.M. Pei began to make arrangements. "Because of the changes to the plan, we have lost a lot of time, so we must quickly produce the construction drawings to make up for the lost time."

He still has to go to Paris, France to work on the construction plans for the Louvre. He doesn't have much time to spend in the country anymore. "I have to see the construction drawings before going to France, so you guys have to work overtime during this period!"

"Oh no, boss, I thought there would be a vacation after the plan was approved!" Friedman wailed.

"I will pay overtime, one hundred dollars a day!"

"Boss, I don't care about the overtime pay, I just want to rest!"

"Two hundred dollars!"

"BOSS, life shouldn't just be about work!"

"Three hundred dollars!"

"Boss, I can work overtime today!" After yielding, Friedman murmured to Linlou in a low voice, "Although I also want to rest, he is offering too much!"

Thank you so much. I really need the money right now, and you helped me negotiate such a good overtime pay. Lin smiled and said, with this overtime pay, the promotion work on the Lin bridge side will go more smoothly.

Then, it seemed like Linlou had returned to the days when he first entered the design institute in later years, working day and night on drawings, without even having time to teach Wenqi and the others.

Drawing construction drawings is not an easy job. Compared to design drawings, there are a lot more construction drawings, which can be divided into architectural construction drawings, structural construction drawings, and water and electricity construction drawings.

The construction drawings include floor plans from the first floor to the roof, front elevation, back elevation, east elevation, west elevation, section drawings (multiple, depending on the situation), node details and door and window details, stair details (multiple as per functional requirements including elevators).

So many graphs stacked up that one person can't even carry them. In the future, people can rely on computers to generate graphs quickly, but now they can only rely on manual drawing by people like Lin Lou and Friedman.

In the first few days, Friedman was motivated by the high overtime pay and worked hard on drawing. But after a few days, he couldn't hold on any longer, "Lin, I can't do it. I'm just too tired. I feel like my arms and neck are not my own anymore."

"I feel the same way!" Lin Lou massaged his neck. He couldn't bear the days of burying himself in drawing for more than ten hours.

Thanks for the reward blessed by the respected senior Jing, the store manager Tian, and Boss Bai. I apologize for continually writing "Lin Building" as "Shenlong"; it's mainly because I haven't finished my old book yet and I'm also writing two books at the same time. Sometimes I unconsciously make mistakes. The new book will be going on sale next week, and I'm also planning to finish the old book. By then, I won't make this kind of mistake again.
Chapter 133 Using CAD on Trial

Drawing construction drawings is not only physically tiring, but also mentally exhausting. Construction drawings must be accurate, and there's no room for error. Therefore, full concentration is required during the drawing process, and there can be no carelessness. After a long time of drawing, it indeed makes people physically and mentally exhausted. Therefore, Linlou is now extremely eager for Linqiao to send the CAD software as soon as possible.

Affected by the oil crisis, a large number of high-service logistics have gradually moved from oil and minerals to the most challenging small and medium-sized mixed cargo area in logistics. International logistics giants such as FedEx and DHL have increased the proportion of air cargo logistics, leading to faster international transportation. However, the level of international logistics in the 1980s still lags far behind what it would become in the future.

Logistics may be all right between developed countries like Europe and America, but China has only recently opened its doors, and its economic ties with European and American countries are not very close. International express delivery still mostly uses ships, so the packages mailed by Linqiao will spend a long time floating on the sea.

Luckily Linlou reminded him in time. When he returned to the Friendship Hotel that day, he finally received the package slip and was able to pick up his package at the post office. He quickly found Bei Yuming to ask for leave.

"Xiao Lin, now is a critical time. If it's not very important, it's better to persevere a little longer. Once the construction drawings are finished, you can relax fully." Pei Yu Ming said somewhat unwillingly.

"Mr. Bei, actually, what I have to do tomorrow has a lot to do with the construction drawings we are currently working on," Lin took the opportunity to advertise. "My brother is a student in the computer science department at Tsinghua University, and is currently studying at Stanford. During the summer vacation, based on my suggestion, he started developing graphic interactive design software for architecture using industrial design software such as Sketchpad, CAD, and EDA. Now he has achieved some initial results."

"According to his description over the phone, this software can already complete some basic drawing tasks! I'm going to the post office tomorrow to pick up a software sample. If this technology can really be applied, it will undoubtedly greatly shorten the time it takes for us to draw construction drawings. I'm so tired of drawing construction drawings by hand."

Bai Yimeng is a person with a strong ability to accept new things, otherwise he would not be able to design classic buildings with local characteristics all over the world. When Linlou mentioned this, he became interested and said, "I have heard that General Motors and NASA have tried to use computers for design. Luigi Moretti has also tried this before. Is there now architectural design software that can be used?"

"There are a lot of similar drawings that need to be done in the construction drawings. If hand-drawn, it will require repetitive work. But if using a computer, copying and pasting can be done, and then the copied drawings can be modified. If a mistake is made in drawing on paper, one has to carefully erase it with an eraser, but with a computer, it can be simply deleted and modified directly. It can be operated directly by hitting shortcut keys."

"With just these two functions, computer drawing is much more convenient than manual drawing, not to mention the other functions. To draw a line of a certain length, you need to use a ruler for manual drawing, while in computer drawing, you can just input the numbers directly. Various basic shapes such as lines, squares, circles, etc., can be directly selected without having to draw them yourself..."

Lin Lou described to Bei Yuming the promising prospects of using CAD, "If the software is as powerful as you say, it would be a great thing for us architects. However, learning the new software will definitely take time. Do we have enough time for that?"

I am familiar with this. Although the current computer still uses the DOS system and requires inputting commands to operate, the core content of the software is the same. It just needs a little familiarity to work.

"Sharpening the knife won't delay the cutting of wood. Since you think there is such a possibility, then give it a try. I remember the municipal office has a few computers. When you bring back the software, we will go together and see how effective it is." Bei YuMing was a little tempted. He didn't have high hopes for this project, but it wouldn't hurt to understand it first.

Now, in his firm, he has already started to use computers for some structural calculations. More importantly, he is good friends with the Chinese-American computer guru, Wang An, and has been greatly influenced by him. As a result, he holds a very optimistic view of the future of the computer industry.

In 1945, Ieoh Ming Pei served as an assistant professor at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, while Wang An obtained the top score in the entrance examination and was admitted to the legendary Department of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering at Shanghai Jiao Tong University. After graduating, he went to the United States on the same ship as Chen-Ning Yang, and they both entered Harvard University in the fall of 1945. Being in the same school and both Chinese, they naturally became friends.

In 1951, Wang An left Harvard University and founded a computer company called Wang An Laboratory with only $600. In 1956, he sold the patent for magnetic core memory to IBM for a profit of $500,000, making his first fortune.

Afterwards, he continued to cultivate himself in the field of computers and launched a series of successful products. By the 1960s, he had become a billionaire and later ranked among the top ten richest people in the United States. It is truly admirable, and it makes one have to admire the talented individuals who come out of Shanghai Jiaotong University's mechanical and electrical engineering department!

Perhaps we can also use this relationship to promote CAD. Lin has read the biography of I.M. Pei and knows about his friendship with Wang An. Of course, it's a bit early to say this for now. If I.M. Pei does not approve of this software, then it'll all be in vain.

The next morning, Lin Lou left home early and went to the post office. When he arrived, he saw that there were still many people waiting to pick up their packages. Each person's face was filled with unrestrained joy. Nowadays, if a family has overseas connections and can receive electrical appliances sent from abroad, it is indeed prestigious.

Linlou took a look at the length of the queue, and then left directly. He found Erzi whose business scope covers the entire postal and telecommunications system. There were people occupying the space to retrieve a parcel.

It only took half an hour to get the package out. Erzi looked a little envious. "Xiao Lin, what good thing did your brother send you? It doesn't look big, probably a mini tape recorder, right? I heard that abroad, they can make tape recorders as small as the palm of your hand."

If I had one of these, it would be awesome. I'd put on a Teresa Teng cassette, drive around the city, and no girl could resist me, right?

"No, it's computer software, for work!" Lin chuckled and left the bewildered two behind.

I got on the bus and arrived at the city court, where I found I.M. Pei waiting inside. The president of the court was a little worried, as the computer was quite valuable. What if it got damaged from installing software incorrectly?

Kebai Yuming is here. He used to give them free classes in front of the Lin Building, so he couldn't say anything. He could only secretly remind the computer experts in the yard to keep a close watch.

"This is the software my brother wrote. Let me install it to demonstrate for everyone!" Linlou inserted the floppy disk into the computer.
Chapter 134: Easy to Use

Lin Qiao's completed version of this CAD is functionally similar to the AutoCAD V1.3 released by Autodesk in 1983. It includes basic functions such as dimensioning, text alignment, and graphic output, and has a capacity of a single 360K floppy disk.

The computer emitted a buzzing sound as it began to install the software. The dean's liver quivered at the sound, fearing that the computer might be damaged. After all, this was an imported computer, and it would be unknown how to repair it if it broke down.

In the 1980s, computers ran slowly, and watching the progress bar was as slow as using Thunder to download a movie, making Lin Lou a little impatient.

When I saw the progress bar finally complete, Lin Lou felt more excited than when he downloaded ***'s high-definition film back in the day. He briskly entered the command and entered the CAD interface, pointing to the interface and introducing it to Bei Yuming, "You see, you only need to enter the corresponding command to draw straight lines, curves, and squares."

In 1981, Xerox introduced the Star 8010 computer, which used a mouse and featured a GUI operating system. This was the first time that the general public became acquainted with a mouse. Unfortunately, due to the high price of this computer, it had very low sales.

In 1983, Apple officially launched the LISA computer, which was the company's first computer to use a mouse, further introducing the mouse to a wide range of users and allowing them to understand its function.

In 1980, Lin Lou had to operate using keyboard commands, which made him feel a little unaccustomed. However, CAD originally had many shortcuts that could be operated by typing on the keyboard, and Lin Lou was familiar with these operations. Therefore, when Lin Qiao designed this CAD software, Lin Lou also asked him to develop shortcuts based on future usage habits, so it was still relatively smooth to use.

As for the matter of the mouse, he also mentioned it to Lin Qiao, and it will definitely be improved in future versions.

Watching Linlou's fingers swiftly dance across the keyboard, entering the shortcut key "REC" and then pressing the spacebar to enter the state of drawing a quadrilateral. Inputting the command to draw a quadrilateral, entering a horizontal size of 1960, pressing the Tab key to switch to entering the vertical size, inputting 1830, and then pressing the spacebar to complete the drawing of the quadrilateral.

Press the hotkey "O" for offset, then press the spacebar. Input the offset size as 50, then press the spacebar again. Select the rectangle as the object, click inside the rectangle, and complete the offset.

Turn off the ortho mode, input the shortcut key "L" for straight line, press the space bar, select the vertices of the outer quadrilateral, then select the corresponding vertices of the inner quadrilateral, press the Esc key to exit the straight line drawing mode.

Enter the mirror shortcut key "MI", space, select the diagonal line just drawn, space, select the midpoint of the line above the outer quadrilateral, then select the midpoint of the line below the outer quadrilateral, space, complete the bottom-left mirror, and then follow the steps above to complete the bottom-right mirror...

Then, a series of lines appeared on the computer screen one by one, and quickly, a simple architectural drawing of a door and window was completed, clearly labeled with specifications and dimensions.

"Now let's print it out and take a look!" The printer shook a few times and spit out a piece of paper. Lin handed it to Pei Yu Ming, who looked at it seriously. Friedman also craned his neck to take a look.

"Oh, my goodness!" Friedman was stunned. The printed drawing was almost identical to his hand-drawn one. Two intersecting lines indicated the opening direction, solid lines denoted outward opening, dashed lines denoted inward opening, and the end of the intersecting lines indicated the side for installing the hinge. The side with the open ends of the two lines indicated the side for installing the handle, with accurate dimensions marked around.

"Can be directly used for construction! Is the computer so powerful? It's much faster than hand-drawing," President Qiu looked at the technicians nearby, "You've had the computers for so long, why don't you know how to use them?"

"Dean, this requires specialized software, but we don't have that kind of software!" The technical staff in charge of computers at the hospital expressed frustration, "We can't work without the software!"

"The efficiency is indeed very high, and the accuracy is also very high!" I.M. Pei nodded, seeming somewhat intrigued, but still not determined. Lin Lou also expressed understanding, noting that the popularization of any new thing takes time.

"Let's do an experiment again. James and I will choose the same blueprint, start drawing at the same time, and then see who can draw more accurately and in less time." Let's compare and see.

When the era of automobiles had just begun, there was a race between horse-drawn carriages and cars. Just as CAD has replaced hand-drawn designs, perhaps this event will become an interesting anecdote in the field of architecture in the future.

"Sure." Friedman quickly picked out the blueprints. With a command from I.M. Pei, Linlou began to rapidly tap the keyboard to input commands, and James also leaned over the drawing table to begin drawing.

His proficiency in using CAD is of course not comparable to those in the future who will use more advanced computers, more sophisticated hardware, and more comprehensive software for drawing. However, according to architects such as Pei Zhu, Dean Qiu, and Ge Zhang, his proficiency is already remarkable.

Lin Lou's fingers danced on the keyboard again, and various lines appeared again on the protruding old computer screen. These lines came together to gradually present the embryonic form of the construction drawing to everyone.

The images already exist in Linlou's mind. It's just a matter of presenting what's in his mind using CAD software, without much thought. So, it only took a little over an hour to complete this drawing. This is still Linlou's initial use of this software, and the results are somewhat less adaptable. Once adapted, it will be even faster.

Looking back at Friedman, he was still cursing words starting with "F" while struggling to erase the wrongly drawn lines. His progress was not even a third of what Linlou had accomplished.

If it's an extremely simple drawing, CAD isn't much faster than hand drawing. However, as the complexity of the drawing increases, the advantage of CAD becomes evident. Mistakes can be corrected without needing to erase, and shortcuts can be used to input commands. Similar graphic elements can be copied, and there are many identical parts in construction drawings.

So, in the future when computers and CAD software become popular, you can still choose to draw sketches by hand, but no one will foolishly lie down in front of the drawing table to draw the construction drawings.

"The Dean Qiu glanced at his watch and said with a solemn expression, 'Normally it would take at least five hours to hand-draw such a construction drawing, but using a computer, it can be done so much faster, in just one hour and thirty-seven minutes.'"

"It has to be an experienced expert who can finish it in five hours. There aren't many in our hospital who can work at this speed," added Director Ouyang.

"Fuck, have you finished the drawing?" Friedman heard the commotion and hurried over, only to see the printer just spat out the drawing.

After a careful check, there were no omissions. Bei Yuming couldn't help but praise, "Isn't this thing just too useful?"

Linlou whispered in Friedman's ear, "It looks like your overtime pay is going to be reduced."
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"Hmm?" Friedman immediately understood that if Lin continued to use computer-aided design, it would undoubtedly save them a lot of time and ensure the tasks could be completed ahead of schedule. For each day they finished ahead, he would earn $300 less in overtime pay.

"No, no, no, I don't care about these things. Right now, I just want to finish these damn tasks as soon as possible. I urgently need some rest!" Friedman shook his head repeatedly. These days have really taken a toll on him.

"That's good then. But ultimately, it's because of me that you suffered economic losses. After all the drawings are finished, I'll treat you to a meal and take you to taste the delicacies that the Chinese emperors once enjoyed," Lin Lou patted his shoulder and said.

In 1925, Zhao Renzhai and his son Zhao Bingnan, who used to work in the cuisine department of the Qing Palace, invited former palace chefs Sun Shaoran, Wang Yushan, Zhao Chengshou, and others to establish a tea house on the north bank of Beihai Park. They named it "Fangshan," meaning to mimic the cooking methods of the palace cuisine, mainly offering Qing imperial pastries, snacks, and local dishes for business.

It was later changed from private to state-owned and renamed as "Imitation Shanzhan Restaurant". It had been temporarily closed for a period before, but it had reopened for business in the past two years. Linlou had actually been wanting to try it out for a while.

"No, I'll treat you instead, as long as you're willing to teach me how to use this software!" Friedman grabbed Linlou's arm, his quick reaction already realizing the advantages of this software.

"I don't want to crouch in front of the table to draw anymore! It's definitely better to draw while sitting than standing!" Architectural drawings are usually quite large, and it's not possible to complete them by sitting alone. Therefore, I often have to stand, and sometimes even lie on the drawings to do the job, which is much more laborious than drawing with software."

"Wise choice! The substitution of computer drawing for manual drawing is an inevitable and unstoppable trend. For architects, especially young architects, whoever masters this technology first will undoubtedly have a competitive advantage. In reality, computers can do much more in the field of architectural design, but for now, CAD is already enough to impress them."

"Teacher Lin, can I learn this from you?" Wen Qi understood their conversation and quickly asked. He also wanted to take advantage of the situation.

"Our department only has a few computers, and we need to use them for more important matters. Even if we learn how to use them, it won't be of much use, right?" Zhang Ge hesitated. Computers are valuable tools nowadays, and the accompanying printers are not cheap either, not to mention the consumables. It is foreseeable that for a long time in the future, they will have to rely on manual drawing."

"Learning more skills definitely won't hurt. You never know when you might need them in the future!" Wen Qi was unwavering.

"The world is changing so fast, I can hardly keep up. Who would have thought that using a computer to draw could produce such good results?" Sir Beisumu took off his round black-framed glasses and wiped them, saying, "Xiaolin, can you keep drawing at this speed? If so, we will have much more time."

"Today is the first time using this software. I'm not very familiar with it yet, but I'll be faster after adapting to it!" said Lin Loudo firmly. It felt like getting the ultimate sword for a swordsman when he got the CAD again, even though it was just a very rough initial version, it still helped him to double his efficiency.

"Alright, finally I can relax a little bit," said Bei Yuming turning to Director Qiu. "Director Qiu, I may need to borrow the computers from your institute for a few days. Don't worry, I will pay for the usage time and consumables accordingly."

"Mr. Bei, you are too polite. Cooperating with your work is also our duty. Besides, we have also gained a rare learning opportunity!" Dean Qiu quickly declined.

After some back and forth, Ieoh Ming Pei was unable to send the money out. However, he has decided to have several computers mailed over from the United States to give to the city's public prosecutor's office, aiming to make everyone happy.

That day, Lin started using a computer and CAD software to draw construction drawings. By the time he finished work, he had completed the workload of the past two days, despite the time wasted in getting the software and demonstrating it to them. If he spent the whole day drawing on the computer, his efficiency would be even higher.

The next day, Lin continued to work. In eight hours of regular working time, he completed the workload of others in four days. The other designers in the team of I.M. Pei faintly felt a sense of crisis. Given Mr. Pei's attitude towards money, he must understand the benefits of this software. If the firm purchases a batch of computers and installs this software, perhaps the firm won't need so many draftsmen.

Will I lose my job? No, after work, I must follow Lin to learn the usage of this software. Once I have mastered this skill, even if there is a layoff, those who will be dismissed first must be those staying in the country, and there may even be a chance to increase my salary with this skill!

So, when Lin Lou started the class, not only Friedman came, Wen Qi and Zhang Ge also came, and many other staff from the Pei Yu Ming team also came. They squeezed together with Wen Qi and others, earnestly taking notes.

Before long, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong also heard about this matter and curiously came to the market court to visit. Linlou demonstrated to them, and when they saw the drawings spitting out from the printer, they were also surprised, "Technology has advanced so much now?"

"With this technology, the speed of drawing construction drawings at the architectural design institute will be greatly improved. It was originally estimated that it would take until next month to complete all the construction drawings, but now it looks like it can be done by the end of the month," Linlou introduced. Although only he is proficient in this technology at the moment, he alone can do the work of four or five people."

In this way, it is certain to complete the task ahead of schedule. Upon hearing this, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong were also very happy, fearing that the drawings might not be completed on time, which would affect the construction speed.

"By the way, in doing so, the Xiangshan Hotel project has set a new record!" Linyin has had a lot of dealings with government officials in future generations and knows what they like.

"The Xiangshan Hotel can be said to be the world's first architectural project that truly utilized computer-aided design technology. Just based on this point, the name of Xiangshan Hotel will definitely be included in the compilation of '20th Century Architectural History' in the future!" Lin Loud said with certainty.

"Number one in the world?" Hearing these four words, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong were both excited. In the 1980s, China was yearning for such honor to establish national confidence.

"Mr. Bei, is it true?" They all looked at Ieoh Ming Pei in unison, their eyes full of longing!
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"Back in the 1960s, Italian architect Luigi Moretti began researching parametric architecture and designed the N Sports Arena, but it remained a conceptual design and was not constructed. Subsequently, Frank Gehry, a graduate of the architecture department at the University of Southern California, began experimenting with computer-aided design," recalled Ieoh Ming Pei.

Gu Weimin and Liu Tong listened anxiously, afraid that someone else had already taken the lead. "Gaili and his team of architects quickly mastered the technology, improving the reliability and feasibility of the designs through strict control of geometric shapes, and reducing the design costs."

Just as they were starting to feel disappointed, Ieoh Ming Pei changed the subject: "However, there were eventually some drawbacks. In particular, the repetitiveness of certain tasks and the lack of control over complex geometric shapes became serious obstacles, preventing this technology from being truly applied in architectural design."

"At least based on my understanding, computer-aided design plays such an important role in the project, this is the first time for the Xiangshan Hotel, all thanks to Xiao Lin, I am also proud of it!" I. M. Pei smiled, realizing how much this technology could help his firm.

Not only can it save a lot of manpower costs, but it is also a good publicity stunt. He is already famous, but his reputation is only within the architecture industry. People outside the industry do not know much about him. If he uses this matter for publicity, he can expand his influence beyond the architecture industry, thus increasing the chances of getting more projects.

And he has always been shrewd, and also saw through Gu Weimin and Liu Tong's ideas, so he added, "This attempt is of great significance to the architectural industry. After Xiao Lin completes all the drawings and confirms that there are no mistakes, I will write an article and publish it in the media in the United States, so that the Americans will also know that such a pioneering event has occurred in China."

Gu Weimin and Liu Tong immediately smiled with joy and said, "Thank you so much, Mr. Bei. We will go back and report to our leaders right away. I believe they will be very happy to hear this!"

"Xiao Lin, what other features does your brother's software have? Can it handle all types of architectural drawings?" asked Bei Yuming. The drawings completed by Lin Lou had already surprised him, but he wanted to know more.

"The operation of the software is currently quite cumbersome, requiring the user to remember many commands. Additionally, the graphic editing function is not powerful enough to handle overly complex graphics. However, it is sufficient for designing relatively simple buildings. As for the issues I mentioned, there is no need to worry. My brother will definitely continue to improve it," Linlou said.

"Xiao Lin, are you saying that with this software, we can complete all the work for a simple construction project, from the design drawing and site plan to the construction drawings?" Gu Weimin seemed to have realized something and immediately asked.

"In principle, it is like this, but in practice, it depends on what kind of project it is. After all, this software has just been born and is not yet mature enough," Lin said modestly.

"I understand!" Gu Weimin nodded thoughtfully, and when his eyes met Liu Tong's, they both smiled, suggesting that they were thinking the same thing.

They were both busy with work, so they quickly left after learning about the matter. Meanwhile, Bei Yuming stayed behind to continue watching Linlou operate behind the computer, teaching Friedman and Wen Qi.

After returning to the Friendship Hotel, Ieoh Ming Pei called Lin Lou to the hotel café and said, "Xiao Lin, is your brother at Stanford? Could you ask him to go to New York to install this software for my office and train them to use it?"

He feels that this software will also be very helpful for his design of the Louvre renovation project, and will save a lot of time. So, once its effectiveness is confirmed, he will immediately prepare to install it. "The cost of his accommodation and travel will be covered by my firm, and the cost of purchasing and installing the software will also be based on market prices."

"My brother has just developed this software. It hasn't been officially launched yet, but there's no problem helping you install it. As for the software fee, let's forget about it." Lin Lou doesn't care about this little money now. What he is more concerned about is the promotion of this software. "As long as you can mention my brother's name in the article and leave the address for purchasing by mail at the end of the article, it will be fine."

Software sales in the United States often involve purchasing by mail. Customers obtain purchase information for the software from newspapers and magazines, then send the payment by mail. After the software producer receives the money, they will send out the product.

"If the feedback is good, then of course there is no problem!" This is a mutually beneficial thing, Bei Yuming will naturally not refuse. He looks at his watch, "It's just 9 am in the United States now. I will call the office to send an invitation to your brother. You should also call your brother and explain the situation to him, so he can be prepared."

There's no need to wait in line at the phone building this time. Thanks to Zhan Beiyuming, I was able to contact Lin Qiao directly from the room at the Friendship Hotel and explain the situation, which naturally excited Lin Qiao.

"Okay, I will go to the school to request leave. I can depart as soon as I receive the plane ticket! The software expenses can be waived, but the travel expenses will still need to be covered by the firm of Bei Yuming. The cost of the plane ticket and accommodation in New York is not cheap."

Mr. Pei's side has also been arranged. Tomorrow, Lin Qiao can go to the Midtown area of Manhattan, New York, to install CAD software for Mr. Pei and his partner's architectural firm.

The next day, Lin continued to be busy drawing pictures using the computer. By the end of the month, all the drawings were completed and passed the inspection. Every part drawn by Lin was flawless, leaving the inspection experts amazed.

I.M. Pei also wrote the article as agreed, and sent it to the American media magazine. Given his reputation in the United States, it is believed that the article will be published soon.

Upon seeing this article by Ieoh Ming Pei, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong are both very happy. This article is sufficient to prove China's confidence in reform and opening up, strengthening its connections with the world. Initially, they thought a similar effect would only be possible after the completion of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, but it turned out to be a pleasant surprise to achieve it earlier.

The work that needed to be done has come to an end. Lin Lou is about to ask Bei Yuming if he can go back to school, but Gu Weimin and Liu Tong call him over.

"Xiao Lin, you mentioned last time that it is possible to complete the entire design work for a simple construction project using a computer. Is that true?"

After receiving positive confirmation, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong exchanged a glance, and then asked seriously, "So, if we give you this opportunity now, can you design such a project?"
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"After you mentioned it last time, we went back to investigate, and it is true that Xiangshan Restaurant can be seen as groundbreaking, but it can only be considered as an architectural project completed with the assistance of computers. If we were to follow your suggestion and complete an entire project solely through computer design, the significance would be quite different," Gu Weimin said.

"After we reported back to the leader, the leader also showed great interest and decided to give it a try. I have prepared several small and medium-sized construction projects that are ready for approval in BJ city. You can choose one of them for design. Feel free to ask for any support needed from the city." Liu Tong continued.

This is the benefit of leading the era. Just after finishing the Xiangshan Hotel project, a new project is already coming to him. Linlou is filled with joy, as he had been considering striving for the next project early, but he didn't expect the opportunity to come so quickly, and so well.

Although he cannot be compared to Ieoh Ming Pei, when Ieoh Ming Pei came to China, he could design whatever he wanted, while Lin could only choose from small and medium-sized projects that were in the preparation stage. But for a general architect, this was already a very rare opportunity. In his later years, would he have the qualification to choose projects casually?

"No matter it is manpower, equipment or even living arrangements, as long as it is something the city can help with, you don't have to be polite at all!" Liu Tong also expressed excitement. While Xiangshan Hotel may still be ambiguous, if such a project could be built in Beijing, it would undoubtedly be the world's number one.

As long as he can keep this honor in Beijing, it will be his achievement, and it will also be very helpful for his future development. So no matter what, he has to persuade Linlou to complete this project, and as soon as possible, so as not to be preempted by foreign countries.

"In principle, I am very willing to accept this honorable task!" Lin naturally is also willing, but some things still need to be clarified in advance. He does not want to keep changing the design, which is the most deadly thing for an architect.

It's not pleasant to say, but from Liu Tong's words, it's clear that he must be targeting government projects to design. Of course, there are not many private projects that he can design at present.

The first party of government projects naturally refers to those who are in leadership positions. Nowadays, leaders often lack good taste, and it can be quite challenging to deal with leaders who are stubborn and have their own aesthetic standards, unless they are respectful of professional opinions.

Just follow his ideas. If the building is not constructed according to his preferences, it will be embarrassing for him. Others won't care whose idea it was and will just criticize the architect for lacking skill. If it's not done according to his opinions, he definitely won't approve it, and the design proposal will be delayed, causing a headache.

Actually, it's not just leaders, even for private or company projects, architects often have to follow the boss's wishes. For example, if there is a sports stadium that looks like a flower, is it the fault of the architect? Isn't it because the big boss likes it? Architects can only follow the big boss's wishes.

"Xiao Lin, do you still have any concerns? Just speak up, as long as it's a reasonable opinion, we can definitely solve it as soon as possible. If we can't handle it, there are still leaders who can help! Their suggestions are not entirely their own, the leaders above also want to keep this honor in China."

"First of all, both of you mentioned that the project is chosen by me, so this should count, right?" Lin Lou modestly said, "After all, I am only a freshman now, with limited ability. I can only choose the project that I am more confident in designing."

Lin Lou would not be foolish enough to directly state the reason, instead, she would attribute it to her own abilities, which would be more comforting for the other party to hear.

"No problem." Liu Tong patted his briefcase. "I brought some materials today, take them back and have a look. If there's something suitable, great. If not, I'll bring more materials for you."

"Thank you, Secretary Liu. I will carefully study the research." Lin nodded, taking the files from Liu Tong.

"I'll leave Xiao Shao and the car to you for a while. If you have seen the information and are interested in a few projects and want to go to the site to take a look, I'll have Xiao Shao drive you there!" For convenience, Liu Tong also temporarily assigned a car to Lin Lou.

Lin Lou thanked again, and then stated the second requirement: "After selecting the project, I will start designing and then submit for review. If there are any technical issues, I will definitely make the necessary modifications based on your feedback. However, for aesthetic or other issues, I will have to make a decision based on the specific situation, but ultimately, my opinion will prevail."

If the structure is not calculated correctly, or if there are problems like the tile roof of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, Linlou will definitely need to change. However, if the leader feels it doesn't look good, then it may not necessarily be accepted.

"Our country used to have limited contact with foreign countries, and we have been somewhat behind in terms of architectural aesthetics. We are well aware of your previous feedback on the modifications to Xiangshan Hotel and your lectures for the municipal design institute. Your in-depth research on advanced foreign concepts makes you the natural choice to lead in this aspect."

Gu Weimin and Liu Tong don't have much of an opinion. Like the Xiangshan Hotel, what they care about is getting this project off the ground as soon as possible. As for what it will ultimately become, that is not their main concern.

"Alright, once you have selected a few alternative projects, we'll go together to have a chat with the leaders of these organizations. We can get to know each other, and then make the final decision on which one to choose." Gu Weimin wants to be thorough in his thinking. Even though they are leading the initiative, the support of our department is also important.

So before confirming the cooperation, you must first see whether Linlou and the leaders of the other party can get along. If they don't get along, there will definitely be problems.

Lin Lou's only concerns are these two points. Now that he has received affirmative responses from Gu Weimin and Liu Tong, there's no problem. "There's no problem now. I'll go back to study the materials first, and then report to both of you after selecting the project."

"As for the issue of the team, we have talents from various aspects of Tsinghua University, which are sufficient to complete such a project. It is also necessary to strive for some benefits for the school. Tsinghua has helped us so much, and we should also give back to our alma mater."

"Of course, we can trust the architecture department of Tsinghua University. Xiaolin, when do you think we can finalize the project and officially start the design? Is next month possible?" Gu Weimin asked.

"Ah, there's no way I can make it next month. I have something very important to attend to!" Linlou shook his head.

"What could be more important than this?" Gu Weimin was a little unhappy.

"I have to take the exam."
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"An exam?" Before coming, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong had thought of various possible problems, but they had not thought of this one. It was not until this moment that they finally realized that Lin Lou was just a freshman.

"Yeah, the exams are coming up soon at the end of the semester. I've been busy drawing at the art studio, so I haven't been attending classes, let alone revising. If I don't start studying properly soon, I might fail some of the subjects. Even though I'm not worried about most of them, there are still a few courses where the material in the textbooks is different from what was taught in the Lin building."

After all, the architectural field has been constantly changing for decades. The knowledge absorbed by Linlou in the future may be somewhat different from the current one. If one is not familiar with these changes, even though the correct answer is written on the exam paper, it will not align with the content taught in the textbooks, and the teacher will definitely mark it as wrong.

"Let's go find Commissioner Wu to discuss this and try to get exemptions or a postponement for the exam. With your abilities, you must have mastered these things in your freshman year!" Gu Weimin responded after realizing the situation.

Liu Tong also nodded on the side. Not to mention freshmen, even if you go to the municipal court, you can't find a few who are better than him. Especially in the field of computer design, there is probably only him in the whole country, isn't it? If we could find someone else, we wouldn't have come to find a young person like Lin Lou for the design. It took a lot of effort to persuade the leaders at that time.

If it were not for the courtyard north of Liudao Kou and the contribution of Lin Building in Xiangshan Hotel, it would probably be difficult for the leaders to decide to let Lin Building be in charge of this project.

This is great, we won't have to review and memorize outdated knowledge. Lin Lou gave his consent to their plan, and Gu Weimin continued, "I believe that Commissioner Wu will definitely support it. When you have selected the project and chosen the personnel, provide me with the list, and I will help them with the temporary transfer procedures to bring them to the temporary project team."

"As for you, you will be paid and receive bonuses according to the standards of the municipal court's designers. The amount certainly cannot be compared to the compensation offered by Pritzker, but the significance is quite different. Pritzker is about making money and gaining reputation, while this represents the official recognition of oneself."

Three people found Chairman Wu together, and Chairman Wu readily agreed, "Trying something like this is more meaningful than taking an exam. Besides, I don't believe that Linlou can't pass the exam. I will inform his substitute teacher, and if possible, he should be exempted from the exam. If not, the teacher can give him a separate test."

Although Lin missed quite a few classes recently, the quality of the assignments he completed during the previous class was very high. Therefore, those teachers also recognized his ability, not to mention that this matter is also very beneficial to the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University.

Although the architecture department of Tsinghua University is top-notch in China, they have not previously achieved a world record. Now that they have the opportunity, they would not create obstacles for themselves. Furthermore, many teachers are already considering whether they can join the project team, which would be a solid accomplishment for them in the future!

Lin Lou didn't have to take the exam directly, as the majority of the teachers chose to exempt him. A few teachers asked him to write a short essay to submit, while Hu Zhongping asked for a hand-drawn architectural sketch. Lin Lou reckoned that he definitely wasn't aiming to take the exam, but rather wanted to get another example from him.

"These days, I will study these materials carefully first, and get back to you in three days!" Lin Lou made a promise, and Gu Weimin and Liu Tong left happily.

After they left, Lin did not start working right away. It wouldn't take much time to review these materials. He had been drawing every day before, and had evening classes as well. It was indeed quite tiring. Now, he just wanted to rest well. He would have plenty of time to review the materials after he recovered.

Returning to the dormitory, there was naturally another round of uproar. Upon hearing that the students in Lin Building did not have to take the exam, Wen Xuansi, Su Zhongming, and others were indignant, "You have no idea how hard we've been working to grab study rooms during this time! We're afraid of failing the exams, and here you are, getting exempted directly? You owe us a treat!"

"No problem, it's my treat, as usual. I will cover the cost of the materials. Let's go to the quadrangle courtyard. Oh, and the weather is getting cold, it's perfect for hot pot. I will buy a few pots for us to have hot pot! As for self-study, you can just go to my place, right? There's plenty of room there, and with the final exams approaching, the teachers are busy and won't be hosting salon sessions every day."

"We can go play occasionally, it's not appropriate to go there all the time. Besides, it will take a lot of time for the back and forth," said Su Zhongming. He didn't really think the distance was far, but he had to waste a lot of electricity by going there to study every night. Electricity is not cheap, and he didn't want to take advantage of it.

"Don't be shy, just treat me to a meal after the exam." Through this period of interaction, Lin has figured out the temperaments of several roommates and understood what Su Zhongming is truly worried about.

"That's settled then. Xuyingxue and Yubingbing definitely want to go too. It's dark at night and it's not safe for several girls to go back and forth. You guys have to protect them! Xuansi, go to the girls' dormitory building and call them all, we'll go together." Taking the girls as an excuse, others finally didn't refuse.

Went to the store and bought several copper hot pots, as well as condiments, charcoal, meat, vegetables, and drinks. The store doesn't sell hot pot base yet, but some old hot pot restaurants are already selling it. Asked Wenxuan to help run errands and also buy some good lamb slices, finally got everything ready before dinner.

"This stuff is really expensive, it's three yuan and sixty cents per pack. I bought two packs, one spicy and one non-spicy. Let's sit separately according to our preferences later! And I also bought some lamb and a bit of enoki mushrooms. Wow, it's one yuan per serving, and the meat slices are only eighty cents! The luncheon meat is even more expensive, three yuan per serving, I couldn't bear to buy it!"

Large-scale artificial cultivation of various mushrooms has not yet begun. Enoki mushrooms are considered rare and, of course, expensive. As for canned luncheon meat, it is a good item for giving gifts to leaders, so it is naturally expensive.

"No need to buy, I have it here. I'll go get a few cans for everyone to try." It happened that there was this thing among the gifts the city court sent to himself, so Lin took them all upstairs.

Pour in the base broth and seasoning, cover the pot, put the hot charcoal into the pot, open the window, and in no time, the broth bubbles and releases a fragrant aroma.

"Sit here if you like spicy food, and sit there if you don't." Wenxuan greeted.

Lin chose to sit in the spicy food area. Just as he sat down, Yu Bingbing also walked over and sat down next to him.
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"I heard you don't have to take the exam anymore? That's great!" Yu Bingbing sat there, sitting up straight, and turned his head slightly to talk to Linlou.

"Do you still worry about the exam? Your English level is pretty good, isn't it?" Lin Lou caught a hint of a light soap scent, possibly mixed with a bit of snow cream fragrance. This scent made him feel very comfortable, much better than those perfumes.

"Being worried is one thing, but liking to take exams is another. It's not difficult for you to score high in exams, do you like taking exams?" Yu Bingbing asked with a smile.

"Ugh, I really don't like this!" Although revealing the scores and ranking after the exam can bring a sense of achievement to Lin, I'm afraid not many people actually enjoy the exam itself, right?

"It seems that our views are consistent! By the way, I've been wanting to thank you for a while, but you're always so busy that I can never find you! Today, I finally caught you."

"Thank you? Why?" Linlou thought for a moment, realizing that he hadn't really done anything for her. Since the last gathering ended, although his other roommates had attended a few more gatherings with Yubingbing in her dormitory, he had been busy and unable to participate.

"If you miss the train I'm on, You will know that I am gone, You can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles, A hundred miles, a hundred miles..." Yu Bingbing sang softly, and she sang much better than Lin Lou did at that time.

"At the last school party, I sang this song and won first prize. The school gave me a certificate and my grades also improved. If there are no surprises in the upcoming exam, I should be able to get a scholarship. I should thank you for this. How about giving me a chance?" Yu Bingbing looked into Linlou's eyes.

"You're too polite, it's just a small matter. Besides, even if you sing other songs, you will definitely win an award. The last time you sang 'Rowing the Boat Together' was very good." Her eyes are quite beautiful, clear and clean. This thought suddenly popped into Linlou's mind.

"That's not necessarily the case. Our school is full of talented individuals, and there are many people who sing well. If I were to perform an old song, I might be overshadowed by them, and winning a prize would only be taking advantage of the novelty of the song."

"By the way, since you still remember that song, I'll invite you to go for a stroll in Beihai Park!" The melody of this song was inspired by Mr. Liu Chi when he was boating in Beihai with the children. He used his legs as a table to complete this famous song.

Then Mr. Qiao Yu wrote the lyrics, which appeared in the 1955 children's film "Flowers of the Motherland". The movie also includes a scene of children rowing boats in Beihai Park.

Since then, this song has become a classic in Beihai Park. In 2013, Beihai Park set up the "Let's Row Together Pier" on the west bank of Taiye Pool, which complemented the "Let's Row Together Bronze Sculpture" group on the west bank of the park's lakeside. When tourists from other places visit, they inevitably rent a boat to sing this song on the lake and then take photos under the sculpture for mementos.

Is this a date? Lin Lou was a little excited. Who wouldn't like to date such a youthful and beautiful girl? "But I have something to do tomorrow, but it happens to be in Beihai Park."

"What's the matter? If you're not busy, let's go to the park tomorrow. You can take care of your business first and then come find me!" Yu Bingbing insisted.

"It's no big deal. I'm planning to invite an American colleague to go to a fancy restaurant. You're welcome to join us if you don't mind." Since they said that, it would be too fussy for me to refuse again.

"Sure, I'm just practicing my speaking. But your way of saying it is different from others. If it were someone else, they would definitely say American friends!" Yu Bingbing picked up a piece of Chinese cabbage with her chopsticks and put it into the pot. Now she could cook something to eat.

"In general, I understand the country's desire for foreign exchanges, but personally, I am very selective in making friends. Not just anyone can be called a friend," Lin Lou does not like the term "foreign friends." "I have a good relationship with Friedman, but we have not reached the level of being friends yet."

"Hmm, I also find it annoying when people light up upon seeing foreigners, but of course, these are just private thoughts," Yu Bingbing playfully winked.

After discussing the important matters, the time became more casual. Everyone enjoyed hotpot, sang songs, and chatted about studying and exams. Time passed by unnoticed in this manner.

The next day was the weekend. Wenxuan, Siming, and their friends got up early to study in the quadrangle courtyard. Linlou slept until ten o'clock and enjoyed a nice nap.

Then freshen up, change clothes, and go to the girls' dormitory to meet Yu Bingbing. The two then take the bus together to the Friendship Hotel to meet Friedman.

"Lin, is this your girlfriend? Wow, she's really beautiful! You're such a lucky guy," exclaimed Friedman as soon as they met, whistling.

"Mr. Friedman, we are just classmates for now!" Yu Bingbing replied in English, and Lin Lou noticed that she did not get angry because of Mr. Friedman's words.

"Now? So there's a possibility of this happening in the future?" Friedman keenly grasped the keyword.

From Friendship Hotel to Beihai Park is not far, only about ten kilometers, it takes about twenty minutes by car to get there. After entering, we ordered some signature dishes such as stir-fried fish slices, stir-fried pork loin, yellow pea pudding, green bean rolls, small nest buns, and minced meat pancakes.

Yu Bingbing told Friedman about the characteristics and anecdotes of these dishes and snacks. Upon hearing this, Friedman nodded repeatedly and expressed his satisfaction with the dishes. He said, "This pea cake is delicious. Of course, it would be even better if it were a little sweeter."

Americans have a much higher tolerance for sugar compared to Chinese people. When Lin Lou's descendants went to the United States, they found many pastries to be sickeningly sweet, while Americans enjoyed them.

After the meal, Friedman wanted to pay the bill, but Lin had already settled it. He shrugged and said, "Alright, next time when we're in New York, I'll treat you to a meal. I'm sure Becker won't let you off the hook – he will definitely recruit you into his firm."

After dinner, they are all planning to take a walk in Beihai Park. However, Friedman does not want to go with them, "Lin, I don't want to disturb your date, and the architecture here is quite interesting. I might need to take a good look. You can come find me there before dinner!"

He pointed to the white pagoda on Qionghua Island and left. Linlou shrugged, "That's how Americans are. When they see a man and a woman of similar age standing together, they immediately think they are dating."

Yubingbing smiled, "I've seen foreigners before, you don't need to explain these to me. Let's go, we'll take a walk in the park and later rent a boat to go out on the lake."
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When they reached the pier, before Lin even had a chance to speak, Yu Bingbing took the initiative and paid the money. This made Lin feel a bit more favorable towards her. Women who take the initiative to pay when going out alone with men always easily win the favor of men.

He didn't insist on sticking around, since it was a behavior worth appreciating, why should he stop it? The two of them rowed a boat away from the shore. It is now winter, and there are not many people on the lake, but as long as there is no wind, the sun feels quite warm.

The small boat drifted slowly on the lake, and Yu Bingbing started to hum that song again, "Let's row our oars and let the boat ride the waves..."

"The lyrics below are a bit inappropriate. The current wind is cool, it's downright chilly," Linlou may have overestimated the wind speed, causing Yu Bingbing to involuntarily shrink her neck.

"Then let's slow down a bit," Lin Lou slowed down, while Yu Bingbing tightened her scarf. Though it was winter, the trees on the shore were still lush, and the sunlight shone on the white pagoda of Qionghua Island, sparkling with golden light.

Yubingbing was wearing a snow-white long dress, which looked especially dazzling in the sunlight. Lin Lou couldn't help but put down the oar, took the camera from around his neck, and said, "Let me take a few photos for you?"

"Sure, I've heard that you take great photos! Even if you didn't offer, I would still ask you to take pictures for me!" Yu Bingbing generously agreed.

"Bend your knees a little more, prop up your chin with your left hand, turn your head slightly to the side, yes, just like that, gaze at the White Pagoda, let's start with a profile picture..." Lin Lou directed Yu Bingbing to strike a pose, then pressed the shutter.

In this way, rowing along the way and taking photos along the way, soon a roll of film was used up. Lin carefully took it out, replaced it with a new roll of film, and then continued shooting on the shore.

"When the time comes, I will pick several good-looking ones to wash a few more, and then send them to my relatives at home." Although she didn't mention money, Linlou knew she would definitely not take advantage for nothing.

On the shore, it's much busier than in the sea. The green benches and roadside rocks are crowded with couples. There are very few places to date now, so strolling in the park and watching movies have become a rare choice for couples.

On the bench ahead, the girl shyly clung to her boyfriend's neck, acting coy, while her boyfriend smiled bashfully, his smile filled with sweetness. Such intimate behavior, even if placed in modern times, would be considered very open in public, but in the park, it's just normal.

If it's at night, there will be even more thrilling scenes. Nowadays, there aren't as many hotels as before, and most young people live with their families. When they can't hold back, they can only come to the park, so in general, there will be patrols in the park at night. It would be troublesome if you were caught.

Still, batches of young people keep coming here, matching wits and courage with the patrol teams, searching for opportunities to freely unleash their youth.

Yubingbing was not surprised at all. She had been to Beihai Park many times and was already accustomed to this kind of scene. She patiently listened to Linlou explain the features of the buildings in Beihai Park and occasionally nodded, sometimes asking a few questions.

Whenever they come across a photogenic spot, Linlou would prompt her to stop and help her take a couple of photos. Occasionally, he would adjust the focus and hand her the camera, asking her to take a couple of shots for him, or capturing unique tourists as a memory. Years later, when those old photos are revisited, they are filled with the imprints of that era.

Time passed without anyone noticing. In the blink of an eye, the setting sun in the west had dyed the surrounding clouds red. It was time for them to head back. On their way to meet Friedman, Linlou told a joke.

"It is said that when Einstein first published the theory of relativity, it was too abstract and difficult to understand, so he made an analogy, 'If a man sits with a beautiful girl for an hour, it will feel like only a minute has passed, but if he sits on a hot stove for a minute, it will feel like more than an hour has passed. This is the theory of relativity.'"

"This joke is good, I'll tell it to the other classmates later."

"It's better not to. If you tell this joke at Peking University, you will definitely get a lot of laughs, but at our school, there will definitely be a classmate who will earnestly explain to you that relativity is definitely not like that." Students at Peking University are relatively more romantic, while students at Tsinghua University are relatively more serious. This is self-deprecation for Tsinghua University.

"Haha, I think the second joke is more interesting than the first one! Honestly, it's possible for something like that to happen in our school." This time, Yu Bingbing was going to laugh even more happily.

Connect with Friedman, send him back to the Friendship Hotel, and then have dinner at the Friendship Hotel. Linlou saw that Yu Bingbing's skill in using the knife and fork was very skillful, it seemed that he must have eaten a lot before.

Recalling the first time they met and the things she said, Linlou felt that her background might be similar to Zhou Xiaobai in "Blood Red Romance," and she must have frequented restaurants like Xin Qiao and Lao Mo before.

After finishing dinner, they returned to the school. She was dropped off at the female dormitory, and then Lin went back to his own dormitory and walked around. There was no one inside, so he went to the quadrangle; they were still studying hard.

Lin Lou greeted them and then went to the darkroom to work. He waited until they finished reviewing and returned to school to rest before washing the photos and hanging them to dry. Then he returned to the dormitory with them to rest. Although there were bedrooms in the courtyard, it was better not to be too special at the moment.

As exam week begins, there is no need to attend classes anymore. Lin Lou specifically reminded them not to wake themselves up in the morning and sleep until near lunchtime.

After washing up and having lunch, I took the French pastries I bought at the Friendship Hotel yesterday and went to Mrs. Xie Shuhua's house to learn French from her. But halfway through, I ran away, feeling a little embarrassed.

The old lady didn't blame him either. "The important thing is the matter at hand. I heard that you have brought glory to Tsinghua University."

The desserts he brought were also very much to the old lady's liking. "I used to love going to the cafes on the left bank of the Seine to read, order a cup of coffee, and have a Napoleon pastry. I could sit there all afternoon."

"Napoleon pastry is indeed good, but the pastries at Friendship Hotel definitely cannot compare to the authentic ones on the left bank of the Seine River," Linlou and the old lady were chatting about desserts.

Just as Linlou was enjoying a rare leisurely time, Lin Qiao had already arrived in New York and visited the architectural firm of Ieoh Ming Pei and his partners in Midtown Manhattan.

Beijing Yuqing accompanied his younger son Beijing Jianzhong to welcome him in. "Xiaolin, I'm really sorry to have troubled you this time, and making you come all the way over," he apologized.
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I will English translate it for you:
Pei has three sons and one daughter. The three sons all follow in their father's footsteps. The eldest son, Pei Dengzhong, is a urban planner, while the second son, Pei Jianzhong, and third son, Pei Lichong, have both become architects. They were involved in many of their father's major projects in the early days. In 1992, the two brothers established the "Pei Architects Office".

It's a pity that none of these children have inherited the talent of I.M. Pei. Both Pei Jianzhong and Pei Lizhong can only be considered competent architects, with a considerable gap from excellence. As a result, many clients who approached them for collaboration, attracted by the "Pei-style" reputation, were greatly disappointed.

Among the three sons and one daughter, only Bei Jianzhong can speak Chinese, so he is responsible for receiving Lin Qiao. Lin Qiao is eager to showcase the software to them, so after arriving, he went straight to work without resting, installing CAD software on Bei Jianzhong's computer.

After the installation is completed, start demonstrating to them, "Look, by entering this command, you can draw a straight line, then by entering this command, you can adjust the length of the line... This is the command for drawing a square, and this is the command for adjusting the size of the square..."

A number of architects stood behind Bei Jianzhong, curiously looking at the computer screen and occasionally making comments. "It seems like a lot of commands to remember, it's really troublesome," they said.

"It's just a one-time trouble, once you remember it, there won't be any problem. I'm tired of the days of modifying blueprints, using a computer is much more convenient than using an eraser!" a younger architect retorted. There's no doubt that the younger generation has a much stronger ability to embrace new things.

The person just now emphasized the drawbacks of CAD, while what he valued were the advantages. Compared to traditional hand-drawn designs, computer-aided design is undoubtedly much more convenient.

"British author Douglas Adams has a famous quote: Anything that was in existence when I was born is ordinary technology; anything invented between the ages of 15 and 35 is revolutionary and world-changing; anything created after I turned 35 is unnatural and will incur the wrath of the heavens."

The young architect Kevin whispered to his friend, "I'm only thirty, while Fred is already forty. The difference between us perfectly proves this quote by Adams."

"Adams? His 'Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy' is really good." His friend nodded in agreement. "This technology is definitely going to save a lot of time. I have a feeling that Mr. Smith will definitely lay off employees after he comes back. Poor Fred, if he insists on resisting this technology, he may need to find a new job soon."

Douglas Adams is a famous British science fiction writer, and he has also written scripts for the long-running science fiction series "Doctor Who" produced by the British Broadcasting Corporation. His quotes are also widely cited by many people.

Studying new things is undoubtedly painful, but once learned, it can give us an advantage in competition. I realized this when I was in high school. When I used my piano playing skills to snatch Lisa away from Calvin, I immediately realized that all the hard work I put into practicing the piano was worth it! Kevin is actually very happy now.

If he continues to develop steadily, he may need several years to catch up with Fred, after all, there is a big gap in their qualifications. But now with this software, he immediately sees the opportunity to overtake on the bend.

"Mr. Lin, that was a brilliant demonstration. Can you tell me what exactly this software can do? How much time can it help us save?" Kevin asked as soon as Mr. Lin finished his presentation.

"I am not a professional architect, but my younger brother is. He used this software to assist Mr. Bei in completing the design for the Xiangshan Hotel in China. According to him, the more complex the drawings, the more time this software can save. When drawing the construction drawings, he completed the work of four people using this software!" Lin Qiao said proudly.

This pride comes both from oneself and for the Linlou. "Of course, the current version of this software is only the first edition, and there are still some tasks that cannot be completed. But don't worry, we will definitely make improvements in the future."

"By the way, my younger brother has already started training Mr. Friedman and the others in China. When they return to New York, they will definitely surprise you all."

"Damn James! He's going to take the lead from me again!" Kevin grumbled in frustration. He and James Friedman both joined the I.M. Pei firm at the same time, and they are both friends and competitors. In the competition for the Xiangshan Hotel, Kevin had already lost once, and things didn't look optimistic now.

I have to make the most of my time to learn this software. Otherwise, I will be even further from James. So Kevin quickly asked, "Mr. Lin, can I give it a try?"

Then he sat in front of the computer and started to operate it, while Lin Qiao guided him. The rest of the architects in the office split into two groups. The older ones shook their heads and left, while the younger ones watched Kevin's operation earnestly.

At the same time, an article by I.M. Pei was published in the 1920 inaugural issue of "Architectural Progress" magazine. In this article, I.M. Pei not only showcased the design drawings of the Xiangshan Hotel, but also emphasized the use of computer software technology in completing the construction drawings for the Lin Lou. He confidently used the accolade "world's first" in his description.

This has caused quite a stir in both the architecture and computer fields. Many in the architecture industry are very curious about the high efficiency of computer software for drawing, while those in the computer industry are quite frustrated. So, what software is it exactly? What does its interface look like? And what functions does it have?

It looks like I'll have to buy a copy to try it out. Fortunately, there is a mailing address in the magazine for purchasing. Is it Lin from the computer department at Stanford University? I'll transfer the money first, I wonder how long it will take to be delivered.

This is good news for many people, but bad news for some, such as John Walker and his team, who have just started to transition from hardware integration manufacturing to application software development in microcomputer.

In 1977, John Walker, a first-generation computer hacker, and his friends founded Marinchip company. Unfortunately, due to the lack of operating funds and, more significantly, the threat from IBM's new products, Walker realized that his small company would not have a bright future, even if it had excellent hardware products and state-of-the-art software.

So Walker and his partners adjusted their strategy and prepared to develop application software. He set his sights on a drawing program called Interact.

Currently, there are only CAD drawing software suitable for large and medium-sized computers on the market, and the prices are high. In addition, there is a lack of mature CAD software for microcomputers.

He thought it was just an opportunity, but he didn't expect that as soon as the idea came to him, a finished product was born.
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"Alva, I want to see this software as quickly as possible. Bring it to me," John Walker instructed his old friend and partner, Alva Green. "We need to analyze this software quickly to decide whether we should change our startup project."

"I have made a phone call. The creator of this software, Lin, is not at Stanford right now. He has gone to New York to install and train this software for the architectural firm of I.M. Pei. John, our software is still in its infancy, while others have already started promoting theirs. This is not good news." Although Alva Green is not as skilled in computer technology as John Walker, he is very good at handling miscellaneous matters.

This is also what many IT startup companies lack. Some teams may have outstanding technical personnel, but they are a mess when it comes to dealing with other matters, so even though they have good ideas, they cannot be implemented or gain market trust.

"Pei Partnership Architects? Is it very famous?" John Walker had just started preparing to develop drawing software and was not familiar with the architecture industry.

"Yes, he's very famous. He has completed the design for the Kennedy Library and the East Pavilion of the National Gallery of Art. He is currently the hottest architect in the United States, and has just been awarded the contract for the renovation of the Louvre."

"According to my speculation, it's possible that the designer of this software used his shared Chinese heritage with I.M. Pei to persuade him. That's why not only did he get his own firm to use it, but he also wrote articles in magazines to promote it," Alva Green analyzed, feeling that he was very close to the truth.

"John, don't be discouraged. The fact that architects like I.M. Pei are starting to acknowledge this software indicates that graphic design software has a lot of potential, at least in the architecture industry! This means we've found the right opportunity!"

"So what? We've already been beaten to it!" John Walker knew that in the IT industry, once you fall behind, catching up with the competition becomes very difficult.

"The competition is stronger than IBM. I've built some connections at Stanford and found out some information about this Lin. He is an exchange student from China," Alva Greene said with a confident smile.

"So, what does that have to do with anything?" John Walker still didn't understand. "Is he using this identity to contact the architect named Bei? You've already mentioned that."

"No, no, no, John, you still don't understand," Alva Green shook his finger. "Do you know that the average annual income in China last year was equivalent to about two to three hundred US dollars? So, maybe we can get in touch with him and buy this software at a price that is very attractive to him but very cheap for us."

"Alva, you are such a jerk, just like those greedy guys on Wall Street!" John Walk exclaimed, looking at the other party with a gaping mouth, Alva's plan made him very dissatisfied.

"John, you need to understand that just having good technology is not enough for a software to be accepted by the public. Copying software, advertising, promotion, and sales all require money. I don't think a Chinese international student would have much money. It would be a pity if a great software couldn't be brought to the market in time due to lack of funds. I'm just trying to help him."

"Alva, your shameless appearance makes you look more like a vulture on Wall Street." Clearly greedy, but speaking so confidently, John Walker was quite speechless.

"The path of microcomputer hardware manufacturing has been determined to be unfeasible. If we don't find a new project in time, the team will have to disband. Do you have a better way? It's not easy to find a suitable project in a short time." Alva shrugged and passed the pressure to John Walker.

John Walker opened his mouth but said nothing. They had wasted too much time on hardware manufacturing, consuming most of their funding. Finally seeing the way with graphic interactive software, there would not be enough funds to turn again.

"Alright, he's there. Let's go and meet him together!" Faced with reality, he could only relent.

"In New York, after we meet him, if he has good skills, we can also absorb him into the company and help him with the green card. I believe that if there is an opportunity to stay in the United States, he will definitely not refuse. In today's America, it is almost a country that everyone yearns for, and Alvaro doesn't believe that Lin Qiao can resist this temptation."

So they bought the fastest flight and rushed to New York for the first time, and found the office of the architect Ieoh Ming Pei in Midtown Manhattan according to the address in the magazine.

"Hello, I am John Walker, the founder of Marinchip company, and this is my partner Alva Green. We heard that you have created a graphic interactive software, so we came to take a look. Perhaps we have the opportunity to collaborate." John Walker reached out and shook hands with Lin Qiao.

"I'm glad to meet you. I'm currently training them, you can watch together." Lin Qiao didn't think too much and brought them directly to the computer to continue the training for the architects at the firm.

After watching for a while, John's brow furrowed increasingly. "The completion quality is very high, much better than the Interact software we were planning to purchase before. It can be directly put into the market."

"This is good news for us, isn't it? This means we can start selling directly once we take over." Alva Green appeared exceptionally excited; this is definitely a great opportunity.

"Besides technical issues, don't say anything later, I will take the lead in this negotiation!" Alva Green knew that John Walker only focused on technology and was not good at negotiation. "Even on the technical aspects, only mention the shortcomings, not the advantages."

"I'd rather not say anything at all!" John Walker shook his head. As a technician, he would rather remain silent than give an unfair evaluation.

After the training was over, John Walker and Alva Green successively tried to operate the software, and then invited Lin Qiao to come to a nearby restaurant for a meal.

Seeing Lin Qiao appearing slightly awkward as he entered the Western restaurant, Alva Green grew more confident. He subtly inquired and got a clear understanding of Lin Qiao's situation before directly saying, "Mr. Lin, this is a fairly decent software, but for it to be officially launched in the market, it needs further improvement and a substantial investment in marketing and promotion costs."

"With your capabilities, it may be difficult to complete these tasks. Marinchip company is willing to help you improve the sales of this software, as long as you can sell us this software!"

"This may not just be a matter for me alone, you also need to talk to my younger brother," Lin Qiao said.
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Lin Lou was unaware that the original owner of CAD had already found Lin Qiao. He was still enjoying his vacation and planned to take another day off today. He would start studying the materials given to him by Gu Weimin and Liu Tong tomorrow.

After having lunch, I arrived at the quadrangle, where Yu Bingbing was also reviewing. I happened to show her the photos, and she was very pleased after looking at them. "How did you take these? They look much better than the ones I used to take before."

"If there is a chance in the future, I will continue to take pictures for you!" As long as it's not too pretentious, taking photos of beautiful girls is always a delightful thing for the mind and body.

"Alright, I'll trouble you again next time!" Yu Bingbing took out a red bamboo-carved pen holder from her bag and handed it to Lin Lou, saying, "Judging from the furniture in your house, I reckon you like these kinds of things. It's not right for you to have so many pens without a pen holder, so I'm giving this to you."

She did not directly give money, but used this way to repay Linlou. When Linlou took it over and looked at it, he saw that this bamboo carving pen holder was made from a dense section of bamboo, cylindrical, flat along the bottom, with thick walls, and three hidden feet at the base; the outer wall was carved with a high scholar painting, showing willow branches and pavilions, a high scholar sitting by the window, and a child sweeping the courtyard with a broom.

On one side of the penholder, there is a carved inscription of a quatrain from Wang Wei's "Seven Poems of Rural Joy - VI - Leisure Dwelling" during the Tang Dynasty, which echoes the image, making it a masterpiece. The poem goes: "Peach blossoms hold again the evening rain, Willow leaves once more with morning mist appear; Flowers have fallen, not yet swept by the household young, And warblers sing, but still the mountain guests sleep near."

The seal "Ink Mountain" imprint should be the craftsman who carved this pen holder that year. Since asking Chen Dejiang to help collect old items, Linlou has also found some books to read, and has heard of the name Ink Mountain.

Zhou Naishi, also known as Youwen, with the alias Moss Mountain, was a native of Jiading during the Kangxi era. He excelled in poetry, calligraphy, and painting. His artistic taste was exquisite, and he was especially skilled in carving bamboo and banana trees. His carved bamboo works were highly favored by literati and ink artists.

"I've really taken advantage of the situation! This item will definitely be eligible for auction in the future. However, from the current value perspective, it is similar to these photos. After experiencing what happened to Chen Dejiang, Linlou has now adapted, after all, each era has its differences."

"If you feel bad about it, just help me develop a few more, this one, this one, and this one..." Yu Bingbing selected a few photos, "Please develop more copies of these for me, I'll come to pick them up in a few days."

"No problem, I'll go wash it for you right now!" Linlou went back into the darkroom and started working, developing the photos and hanging them out to dry.

Originally he estimated that he would probably be able to hand over the finished film to Yu Bingbing before dinner, but unexpectedly, as soon as he hung up, Friedman came to find him, "Mr. Bell, something has come up and requires your presence."

So he had to let Yu Bingbing watch over it himself, while he followed Friedman to the Friendship Hotel. Inside the room, I.M. Pei asked him to sit down, "I forgot to tell you last time, you helped a lot with the design of the Fragrant Hill Hotel. According to industry practice, you also have the right to have your name on it."

According to the practices in the architecture industry, the chief designer, structural, HVAC, plumbing and electrical engineers are qualified to have their names on the drawings. Those responsible for project management, specialized duties, review, approval, verification, design, and drawing are also qualified to sign the architectural design, with specific title requirements in general.

Architectural design is a very serious matter, and taking credit for it carries responsibility. Without a certain level of experience and professional title, one is not qualified to take credit. Even though Linlou made many contributions to the project at Xiangshan Hotel, considering that he was only a freshman in college and did not have any professional title, he did not seek credit for it. Unexpectedly, Ieoh Ming Pei took the initiative to propose it.

"The project has turned out like this now, and your opinion has played a crucial role. Moreover, most of the construction drawings were completed by you, so it is only reasonable and justified to have your name on the drawings!" Ieoh Ming Pei pushed a piece of paper over, "Take a look, are you satisfied with signing like this?"

When Lin looked up from the bottom of the building, he generally found that the higher a person’s name was listed, the higher their position within the project. The first thing he saw was the blueprint, and right behind that was his own name - this was what he deserved.

But when he saw his own name behind the name of Ieoh Ming Pei, he was quite surprised, "Mr. Pei, it's not appropriate to have my name here, is it?"

"There's nothing inappropriate. If it weren't for you, the Xiangshan Hotel wouldn't be like this now. My initial design was far from comparable to what it is today, and it's all because of you. Your suggestions have inspired me greatly. Your name must be listed." Pei said, waving his hand.

"In fact, it's not just the Fragrant Hills Hotel project. After all the hard work, I have gained a deeper understanding of the essence of Oriental classical architecture. If I were to design similar projects in the future, they would definitely be better than the Fragrant Hills Hotel."

I firmly believe that the Xiumei Art Museum and the new building of the Suzhou Museum are proof. Linlou is delighted to have his name written on such important projects.

He did make a lot of contributions to the design of the Xiangshan Hotel, but his name is not on the drawings. How can he prove his contributions? Those who know, know; those who don't might think he was just assisting on the project and that his work wasn't very important.

However, at present, with his name written in black on white, everyone must acknowledge their contributions. Naturally, Linlou is very grateful to Ieoh Ming Pei.

"Since you have no objections, I will report according to this list," I.M. Pei interrupted his gratitude with a wave of his hand. The last review mainly focused on the conceptual design, and this time the construction drawings are also being submitted. As long as it's approved, we can finally confirm the commencement of construction.

"From the current situation, the probability of approval is very high. After it's approved, the third design fee should also be due. Based on your contribution, the total commission for the second and third fees combined will be around $30,000. How do you plan to allocate this?" asked Bei Yuming.

According to industry practices, after signing the contract, a 20% total design fee is collected as a design deposit upon signing of the contract. Upon completion of the preliminary design, the fee is raised to 50% of the total design fee; after completing the construction drawings, the fee is raised to 90% to 95% of the design fee; and the full payment is completed upon structure topping off or receiving the completion acceptance certificate.

As for project commissions, they are also based on contributions. Project leaders get 10%, individual professional firms get even more, and the remaining 90% is distributed among the architecture, structure, and water and electricity sections. Within the architecture design team, the distribution is based on contributions.

Lin Lou calculated that he would be getting quite a substantial sum of money himself. I.M. Pei was quite generous. This was in 1980, and to be able to get $30,000 in just two months was incredibly rare, especially in the United States, not to mention in China.

This money is like a timely rain, with this $30,000, Lin Qiao's side will be more comfortable.

The foreign agency seems to have no commission, but it's like giving the protagonist a cheat code.
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"Give all to my brother. He needs to promote his software...Um, better leave me two thousand dollars. It's almost Chinese New Year, I have to bring something for my family," Lin said after some thought.

"Haha, finally got this project done. Now I can go home and celebrate the New Year with peace of mind! I will do as you said and inform the finance department," Bei Yuming appreciated Linlou even more.

He knows the weight of 30,000 US dollars domestically. Nowadays, an ordinary person only earns a few hundred dollars a year. 30,000 US dollars can be exchanged for 200,000 to 300,000 RMB in the black market, which is more than the lifetime income of an ordinary person. If exchanged for imported electrical appliances and sold, it can even double or more, but Lin Lou remains unmoved.

The first thing that comes to mind is still the needs of family. This is truly admirable for someone like him, who values family so much. In addition to his abilities, I'm seriously considering whether to bring him into my firm. It might be too late by the time he graduates. Should I introduce him to a school near New York first and then have him work part-time at my firm?

"You go to the Friendship Store with Friedman first, take a look around, and if you find something good, we'll sell it once the money comes in. If there's nothing suitable, let me know and I'll have it bought and sent over from the US!"

"Great, I'll go take a look right away!" After expressing his gratitude, Lin Lou promptly left. In Nanjiang City, with the connections of Lin Shengbin, he could freely enter and exit the Friendship Store, but it was not the case in Beijing.

Friedman also wanted to buy some gifts to take back, so the two of them got on the hotel's car and went to the Friendship Store in Yong'anli, Chang'an Street. This store is adjacent to the embassy district, and many foreigners are accustomed to come here to shop. The merchandise inside is also far more complete than the Friendship Store in Nanjiang City.

After getting out of the car, people waiting at the door immediately rushed over. When they saw Linlou's face, their eyes lit up. "Buddy, help me get a TV, the price is negotiable."

"Brother, I'm getting married soon, and my fiancée insists on having an imported watch. If you can help me buy one, you'll be a great benefactor to our whole family!"

Nowadays, ordinary Chinese people have no way to enter Friendship Store to shop. If they want to buy something, they can only rely on connections, or wait at the entrance like now, praying that someone is willing to help them.

If it was just one or two people, it might have been manageable. But with so many people suddenly crowding in, Lin Lou could only ignore them and walked inside with Friedman. The staff at the door, seeing Friedman's face, thought that Lin Lou was his translator and didn't stop them.

The Friendship Store in Beijing has a total of four floors, mainly selling a variety of Chinese traditional handicrafts such as jewelry, jade, gold and silver ornaments, jade carvings, cloisonné, lacquer ware, fine porcelain, classical furniture, writing brushes, ink sticks, ink stones, and paper, antiques and paintings, drawn thread embroidery, woolen and silk carpets, as well as imported electronics, recipes, clothing, and more.

"Wow, it's truly a perfect piece of art!" Upon entering, Friedman was immediately drawn to a wooden mortise and tenon-structured Temple of Heaven prayer hall. The salesperson fluently introduced the product in proficient English, with no hint of the haughtiness of other store salespeople.

Linfloor mainly browsed the imported goods area, secretly calculating what to bring back for the family. Maybe a new television set to replace the old one at home, and send the old one back to the grandparents in the hometown.

The clothes are nice. Buy a set for mom, and also get a pair of leather shoes and a tie for dad. Oh, and you can also buy a few packs of cigarettes. Although Lin Shengbin doesn't smoke, due to the nature of his work, he often needs to be on the move. Now, if you want to do something, cigarettes and alcohol are the best icebreakers.

A pack of Dahongmen cigarettes can accomplish a lot, and if you bring along foreign cigarettes, it will definitely be very advantageous. This will also be of great help to his career.

Buy some American ginseng for my grandparents to nourish their health. As I walked through the shops one by one, I calculated what to bring back home.

He is not afraid of buying too much and having bad luck. With Qibao Cheng here, even if he buys a whole trainload, Qibao Cheng can find a way to transport it back to Nanjiang City intact, let alone this small amount.

After strolling around, Lin settled on the property, and Friedman also picked out a gift. Naturally, he had to get the wooden carved Prayer Hall, and he also bought some silk products for his wife, especially the embroidered silk scarf, which he praised incessantly.

In fact, even during this period, many internationally top luxury brands such as Chanel and Louis Vuitton have entrusted silk embroidery work to be done in China.

The global center for high-end embroidery and knitting has always been in Shanghai. After the liberation, those capitalists may have fled, but those skilled embroiderers stayed behind. Many high-end custom-made embroidered knitwear in Europe and America are completed here. Unfortunately, they can only earn a little money from their skills, while the bulk of the profit is taken by the tailors on Savile Row and Fifth Avenue.

Linglou told Friedman about the story here, and Friedman was even happier. It was like buying a high-end scarf comparable to Hermes at an extremely cheap price. His wife must be happy too.

"Lin, how about I give you a gift! What would you like?"

"I won't need it for now. Just come and visit me again in a little while," urged Friedman. Despite this, Lin Lou still chose a gift, carrying a Jinhua ham back and inviting Friedman to enjoy it together.

Imelda, the former first lady of the Philippines, was generous in spending. Once, she bought 50 pieces of lacquerware, 200 pieces of silk, and many carpets from a Friendship Store. When the store did not have enough stock, she requested items from the warehouse. In addition, she wanted 1000 jinhua hams, and the Friendship Store had to search all over the city's food stores to fulfill her request, and deliver them directly to the airport.

Bought some more scallops, following Lu Xun's method of entertaining RB friends using scallops to braise ham, then dipping it in pepper to eat. Friedman praised it, even saying that Jinhua ham is no less than the famous Spanish ham in the United States.

The Wenhua and his friends also enjoyed a lot of delicious food. A large ham was quickly finished, and then Friedman joined them in eating hot pot.

After eating, Friedman said goodbye and left, while Lin went back to the dorm with his roommates to rest. The next day, he woke up with his roommates and had breakfast together before heading to the quadrangle.

Take the materials given by Gu Weimin and Liu Tong out. Since I've already rested well, it's time to get to work. I'll review the materials in the morning, and then go to the site in the afternoon to try to select the project as soon as possible, and then formally begin to brainstorm the design plan.

However, the exams will soon be over and winter break will begin. Before the end of the year, we can communicate with them about our intentions and plans, but the formal proposal will have to be submitted to them after the new year.

It should be on the shelves tomorrow, right? Please add it to your collection and recommend it.
Chapter 145 Coming to China for Discussion (Waiting for Publication)

When opening the materials, first look at the table of contents. Gu Weimin and Liu Tong have sent over some relatively small-scale projects, such as a certain exhibition hall in the zoo, the need for a new teaching building in Houku Middle School, and a new office building for the city's transportation bureau, with a total construction area not exceeding 3,000 square meters and a total height not exceeding five floors.

It is normal to think about it. Firstly, we need to seize the time to strive for the world's first project completely designed by computers. If the scale of the building is too large and takes too long to construct, what if someone else beats us to it?

Second, although Linlou has shown a certain level of ability and has completed projects, he is still too young. Gu Weimin and Liu Tong are not at ease handing over large projects to Linlou. Small-scale construction is better, as it is simple to build and easy to modify if there are any issues.

So just give a smaller one, take the title of the world's number one first. Lin Lou didn't think much of it anyway. For him, even a small building also has a chance to shine, it just depends on whether he can grasp it.

So, which one is actually better? Linlou took out the process of elimination. For architects, the more practical the building project, the less room there is for creativity. Therefore, clients often prioritize practicality, leaving less room for artistic expression.

Among the classic architectural designs that are passed down, museums, art galleries, villas, exhibition halls, theaters, and other projects are often predominant, because these projects either have artistic requirements themselves, or the owners have ample space to meet practical needs, allowing architects to find room for creativity.

Like those pure commercial residential projects, the probability of coming out classic is relatively low, as the core pursued by developers is profit, and they are unwilling to spend too much unnecessary cost on the building.

In that case, the projects involving unit dormitories are to be excluded first, and office buildings are temporarily abandoned. Although many units in the later generation have built impressive office buildings, those were all done after the economy flourished. Currently, the budget for unit office buildings is relatively limited.

Among the remaining projects, the zoo pavilion is worth considering. In recent years, there have been quite a few outstanding works in this field. For example, the reptile house at the Beijing Zoo designed by architect Zhang Yuhua from the Beijing Architectural Design Institute integrates the living habits and environments of various reptiles, using various methods to create a suitable living environment for the animals. The exterior lines are simple, and the internal structure is reasonable, making it a rare masterpiece at that time.

In addition, the Tianjin Water Park Zoo designed by architect Peng Yigang, a future academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, uses ellipses, circles, and many curves. This design not only allows for a smooth and concise visitor flow, but also gives the form symbolic meaning, evoking the image of a round and plump panda. At the same time, the windows on the main facade can ensure that the interior receives proper sunlight and can also showcase a beautiful texture under the sunlight, making it a commendable work.

There are also school teaching buildings. Although the teaching building is a very practical building, it can also showcase the changes in educational concepts for different student groups and different historical periods through architecture.

For example, the public Bauhaus school building constructed by Gropius in Germany in 1926. During this period, Europe was still dominated by classical architecture, characterized by domes and arcades. However, Gropius's design of the Bauhaus school completely broke away from this tradition, with glass walls, right angles at the corners, and flat roofs, giving it an exceptionally simple appearance.

At the same time, it is flexible and versatile, with a mix of structures, and in terms of function processing, it is appropriate, well-defined, and convenient, completely breaking the tradition of classical design.

The Bauhaus school has always been regarded as the most influential and controversial art school of the 20th century. At that time, it was the center of utopian thought and spirit; it created the educational concept of modern design and achieved undeniable achievements in the theory and practice of art education.

At the same time, it also pioneered the modernist architectural movement, becoming the most famous architecture of the entire 20th century, being recorded in all art histories, and in 1996, the former Bauhaus sites in Weimar and Dessau were listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Nowadays, the domestic education is also in a period of ideological transformation. If the opportunity is right, this teaching building project may not necessarily be conventional. The specific space for development depends on further discussions with the school teachers.

In addition, there are also some small hotel projects. It is estimated that Gu Weimin and Liu Tong saw his performance in the Xiangshan Hotel design process and believed that he is good at this.

In addition, at the beginning of the reform and opening up, due to the increase in travelers to China, the government built many hotels. At the same time, in order to better attract foreign investment, many foreign architects were also introduced, such as the Fragrant Hill Hotel in Beijing, the White Swan Hotel in Guangzhou, the Yellow Dragon Hotel in Hangzhou, the Kunlun Hotel in Beijing, and so on.

These projects have opened a new window for domestic architects, helping them absorb new theories, understand new materials, familiarize with new equipment, and achieve long-term progress.

So, let's focus on these few projects. Lin made a mark on these documents, and for the rest, let's temporarily give up on them. Then, take the bus to the Friendship Hotel and get the driver to take a look at the site.

When he arrived at the hotel, the assistant of Pei Yueming told him, "Mr. Lin, your brother just called you and asked you to call him back as soon as possible."

After saying this, he gave him a phone number. Lin quickly borrowed the hotel's phone and called back. Lin Qiao quickly picked up the phone. "Xiaolou, here's the thing. The installation of software for Mr. Bei's firm has been smooth these days. Because of Mr. Bei's article, my roommate told me that many people have called asking to purchase it by mail..."

He first talked about the bright prospects of CAD software, then turned the conversation by saying, "But yesterday two Americans approached me, one named John Walker and the other named Alva Green. They each analyzed the software from a technical and business perspective for me. I feel that promoting this software will be a bit challenging for me to do on my own."

"They wanted to purchase this software, but I turned them down. Later, they proposed to collaborate with me to improve and promote CAD together, which is something to consider. However, I'd like to hear your opinion first!"

"Collaboration is possible, but the terms need to be discussed thoroughly!" When Lin Lou heard about John Walker, he felt relieved. This person was fairly reliable, more of a technical genius than a capitalist. If it had been someone like Mark Zuckerberg approaching him, Lin Lou, who had seen "The Social Network", wouldn't dare to collaborate with him casually.

"How about this, you ask them to come to China and have a discussion with me!"

Thank you for the tips from Master Jie, Book Friend 131007203447120, WuLing at Akina, Xibei Pingtian, Brother Tian Xiu, Withered Vine Crow, and Diligent Road Boat. Please subscribe after it is listed.
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"Coming to China for negotiation? Isn't that a bit far? The round-trip plane tickets will cost a lot, so what if they don't cooperate? I actually get along quite well with that John!" Lin Qiao asked.

"As long as they are sincerely willing to cooperate, it's no big deal to make a special trip. Compared to the benefits that CAD can bring, the cost of a plane ticket is nothing at all, right? By the way, why don't you come back with them? It's a good chance to go home for the New Year!"
If they are willing to come, it means they are eager to cooperate, so Linlou will have the upper hand in the negotiation.

"Going home for the Lunar New Year? Forget it, the airfare is too expensive!" Nowadays, the price of a flight from Beijing to Guangzhou is around 90 yuan, which is equivalent to the monthly wage of a level eight worker. As for international flights to the United States, they are even more expensive, often costing thousands of dollars. Besides those studying abroad and returning after completing their studies, most people can't bear the expense of coming back to visit their families."

"It's nothing. Mr. Bei just gave me a $30,000 commission for the project. It'll be coming soon. I've already asked him to transfer it to you. It's enough for you to go back to the country. If you still feel reluctant, bring along a few small appliances. The ticket money will be back in no time," Lin Lou joked.

Then he said seriously, "If we are going to cooperate, it's necessary for the key people from both sides to be present. It wouldn't be right for me to discuss without you, at the very least, I wouldn't know how to answer the technical questions. You'll be in charge of the technical aspects, and I'll handle the business side. We, as brothers, definitely need to strive for favorable terms."

The current percentage of stock ownership may only differ by a few percentage points, and in the future, it will involve billions of dollars. Therefore, it is not excessive to be cautious, and it is totally worth it for Lin Qiao to spend a few thousand dollars to make a comeback.

"Thirty thousand dollars? That's almost enough to cover your self-funded study abroad expenses!" Lin Qiao was once again surprised by his younger brother's ability to make money. With this sum of money as a safety net, Lin Qiao felt more confident. "Alright, I'll talk to them later. I'll call you once I have the result. You should be near this phone tonight, right?"

"I am staying at the Friendship Hotel with Mr. Bei's team, but we will be going out for a while. I will be waiting for your call at the hotel between 7 and 9 pm Beijing time," Lin said, estimating the time.

"Alright, that's settled then!" After listening to Linlou's instructions on negotiating techniques with John Walker, Lin Qiao hung up the phone.

Then I organized my thoughts and called John Walker, inviting them to come to China for negotiations. John Walker instinctively wanted to refuse, "No, no, no, going to China is too far away, and... and..."

Although China and the United States are currently in a honeymoon period, for ordinary people, China is still a mysterious red country. John Walker still has concerns about going to China. "Perhaps you can have your brother come to the United States, and we can help him issue an invitation letter, while also covering his airfare and accommodation."

"It's not impossible, but it will take some time. My younger brother is about to take his final exams and then he has to go home for the Chinese New Year... This is the most important festival for us Chinese, like Christmas in the United States. This festival will last for half a month, until early March, maybe then he will have time!" Lin Qiao said according to Lin Lou's instructions.

The Spring Festival in 1980 was on February 16, and after the Lantern Festival, it was already March 2. Now it's only the end of January, so this delay is over a month.

John Walker and Aval Green don't want to delay too long, because CAD has already caused quite a stir in the United States. If they wait another month, more than just them will notice the commercial value of CAD. Large companies will definitely take notice. Right now, they are just a very insignificant small company and have no ability to compete with those large companies.

"We need to discuss this!" John Walker hesitated.

"It's okay, maybe we can talk again after the Spring Festival. I'll wait for your message." At this moment, Lin Qiao firmly remembered Lin Lou's admonition that the more anxious one is in negotiations, the more passive they become.

"Aval, he wants us to negotiate in China! Otherwise, we'll have to wait until early March!" John Walker hung up the phone and immediately went to find Aval Green to discuss.

"March is too late. The folks on Sand Hill Road are not blind. Maybe they've already caught wind of it!" In 1972, the first venture capital firm settled on Sand Hill Road, right next to Stanford. This year, Apple's IPO has attracted more venture capital to Silicon Valley, making Sand Hill Road the epitome of venture capital in the area.

John Walker and Alva Green now live on Mill Valley St. Jude Road, just 14 miles from the Golden Gate, well aware of the tactics of those capitalists on Windsand Road.

These venture capital firms have exceptionally sensitive instincts, and have very close ties with Stanford University, especially the Computer Science Department. From any perspective, they will not overlook LinQiao's CAD.

"I hate this bunch of guys, they only know how to wave their cash and harvest the hard work of one wave after another of entrepreneurial geniuses!" As a tech enthusiast, John Walker has always had a dislike for capital.

"However, we have to admit that it will be difficult for us to gain an advantage if we compete with them," Avall-Green shook his head. Their company, Marinchip, is still too weak in terms of strength.

"So, are we going to China? It's, after all, China..." John Walker felt worried at the thought of going to China, due to the long-term demonization of the red country by the United States and China's previous self-isolation.

"John, think about it. What can we gain if we can take down this software? Compared to that, it seems worth taking some risks. Amande Hamer went to China last year, and a billionaire dares to take risks. Moreover, for us who have almost nothing, it's definitely worth it. Alva Green is definitely a qualified capitalist. He dares to take any risk for money."

Amand-Hamer is a famous red merchant. He started his business in high school and became a millionaire during college. After World War I, he spent $100,000 to purchase a field hospital left behind from the war, along with $70,000 worth of medical supplies and equipment. With these gifts, Hamer went to Moscow, where he met Lenin and received the leader's support.

From then on, he made a fortune in the Soviet Union, and later became the largest shareholder of a Western oil company, turning it from a company with only $340,000 in assets and on the brink of bankruptcy, into one of the "Seven Sisters" dominating the world oil industry.

After the second generation's visit to the United States last year, Hammer quickly went to China, which alarmed the American business community, and Alva Green also heard about it.

Under the earnest persuasion of Alva Green, John Walker called Lin Qiao and said, "Alright, we're going to China!"
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"Brother Shao, I will trouble you today. Let's go to the zoo first, then to Houku Middle School, and finally to this place." After hanging up the phone, Linlou found the driver arranged for him by Gu Weimin, and handed a pack of Zhonghua cigarettes to him.

These days there is a popular saying in society: stethoscope for the steering wheel, human resources personnel as salespersons. This refers to the most sought-after professions currently. "Stethoscope" mentions doctors, as medical resources are scarce and there are even fewer highly skilled doctors. Therefore, when anyone falls ill, they have to seek help from others. This makes the social status of doctors very high, similar to those in the future.

Personnel officers don't need to be mentioned either, holding the power of personnel, whether recruitment can pass, and whether they can be promoted after working for a few years, all have to go through the personnel department.

As for the salesperson, nowadays when you go to the store to buy things, you have to rely on someone. Some popular items may be sold out if you arrive late, but the salesperson can notify their family and friends in advance about the latest arrivals, allowing them to queue up to buy early, and even hold the goods for them before they are out of the warehouse, which shows their social status is not low.

As for the driver, the driver of a large vehicle earns enough money for an ordinary person in a few months with just one round trip of transportation. There's a saying that "when the engine starts, there is gold worth ten thousand taels". The driver of a small car is the leader's close confidant. Sometimes, it's more effective to approach the driver than the leader if you want something done. Therefore, Linlou does not treat others as Didi drivers.

"Xiao Lin, you are being too polite." Sure enough, the driver Shao was a little unhappy that he was assigned to drive a student. However, after receiving this pack of cigarettes, his dissatisfaction disappeared. Now, he felt that his trip was not in vain. These Chinese cigarettes are really good. He usually just makes do with some basic ones when helping the leader drive, but the opportunity to have Chinese cigarettes is rare.

"Let's go, we're leaving now. I'll be driving, so don't worry. I'm a steady driver. Secretary Shao has praised my driving before!" With a satisfied grin, he lit a cigarette and started the car.

When we arrived, without Lin Lou having to say anything, Xiao Shao presented his credentials, saying, "Issued by our country, accompanying Lin to inspect the site. Gu Si has called your leaders before."

The zoo hurriedly welcomed them in, and the director ran over excitedly to greet them, "Oh, Lin Gong, we have been eagerly anticipating your arrival day and night. We finally have you here today. Come in first and have a cup of tea!"

The zoo is definitely the coldest place, usually there's barely any opportunity to interact with the State Council, except for the occasional visit by foreign leaders who want to see the pandas. Now that there's finally a chance, how could we dare to be careless?

"You are too kind. No need, let's get back to work quickly." Lin Luo Tuo said, heading directly to the scene, while Xiao Gu stayed in the parking lot and gave the zoo driver a few cigarettes before chatting enthusiastically.

After watching the movie, the principal invited him to dinner again, but Lin Lou refused once more. He came out and rushed to Houku Middle School. When the car took a turn, Lin Lou asked, "So, did you find out anything just now?"

"The principal quite likes this." Xiao Shao rubbed his fingers and made a gesture of counting money.

Lin Lou slightly nodded, ruling out the option of the zoo. Engaging in construction work has always been a troublesome matter, and with such a leader, there could be trouble if they push too hard. Lin Lou didn't want to get involved in this.

Next, we arrived at Houku Middle School, which is one of the best middle schools in Beijing. According to online rumors, someone reportedly spent over ten million yuan to buy a semi-basement, just to send their child to this school. That translates to over ten thousand yuan per square meter. And that's not even the most exaggerated part – in some better communities, the price for a residential unit in the school district of Houku Middle School has even reached 400,000 yuan!

Even a white-collar worker like Lin Lou didn't dare to dream of sending his own child to study here in the past. But now, he has the opportunity to design a teaching building for this school. With this connection, there will be absolutely no problem for his children to attend school in the future.

Before coming in, Lin had thought that the principal of Houku Middle School should be a stern-looking old aunt or a majestic old man, but to his surprise, the person he saw was a young man in his thirties, wearing glasses and looking gentle.

"Ling seems very young!" The university president was also surprised by Ling's youth. "But it's okay, young people always have some unconventional new ideas, which is exactly what our school needs."

Then personally accompanied Linlou to visit the school, went to the site to see, and explained his own thoughts, "Our school has begun to experiment with modern education, for which we have introduced a lot of advanced teaching equipment, so we also hope to see an interesting building, rather than the kind of old-fashioned teaching building that is already boring and tiresome."

Lin Lou also noticed that the equipment at Houku Middle School is indeed advanced. Tsinghua is still using the old-fashioned blackboard, while they are already using frosted glass blackboards. The lighting in the classrooms isn't from light bulbs either, but from long fluorescent tubes.

"Novelty in architecture often means that the budget will be higher than for ordinary buildings," Lin reminded.

"We have already spent a lot of money buying these equipment. It is necessary to spend a little more to build a high-quality and well-functioning new teaching building. Although the university president's tone is reserved, his confidence is overflowing."

I just love clients like you who have plenty of money to spend. Hokufu Middle School is a precious asset of the district and the city, and its budget is definitely not small. It's much more lavish than the zoo, at the very least.

Lin Lou also elaborated on his requirements, acknowledging the need for changes in technical aspects, but absolutely refusing to compromise on artistic aesthetics. The university president also expressed understanding.

When leaving, Lin Luo didn’t make any promises to the university president, but he had already made up his mind that if the final choice wasn't particularly outstanding, the project would be finalized to use the teaching building of Kouzhong High School.

With a relatively sufficient budget, and the client's leader being able to respect one's professional expertise, what else is there to hesitate about? Does the designer not like this kind of project?

Sure enough, the last hotel project did not have particularly outstanding supporting resources. The budget was also quite tight, and the person in charge only wanted to build a fairly standard large building, so there's nothing much to say about it.

After returning to the hotel, Lin Lou called Gu Weimin and Liu Tong to tell them about his decision - to build a new innovative teaching building for Houku Middle School, and then arranged to meet up with them tomorrow to discuss further.

Hung up the phone, had dinner at Friendship Hotel, Linlou ordered a cup of tea and waited for Linqiao's call. Around eight o'clock, the phone rang, "They agreed to come to China for discussions. It's expected that there will be three people, in addition to the two I mentioned, there will be a technician. But it's not easy to get a visa to come to China, it's estimated to take about a week to ten days."

"It just so happens I have winter break then, let's go home together!"
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"I'll try my best, but it's not easy to take leave during the Spring Festival in the United States. Even if I go back, I can only stay for two or three days at most!" Despite his words, Lin Qiao's tone was filled with joy. Nowadays, who doesn't want to go back home and celebrate the Chinese New Year with their family!

"By the way, another venture capital firm contacted me today, saying they want to have a chat with me." International long-distance calls are too expensive, so Lin Qiao didn't want to chat leisurely, and quickly brought up business.

"Having a discussion is of course no problem. On the one hand, it can broaden our horizons, and on the other hand, it can also put some pressure on John Walker and the others. However, it's not the time to bring in venture capital firms yet. Let's prioritize considering John Walker and the others as much as possible for now," Lin Lou said. As it stands, funding is not the most troubling issue for this project.

"I understand this. At our school, teachers and students have a love-hate relationship with venture capital firms. They like them because they can provide financial assistance and help with channels, but hate them because they are excessively greedy for shares and overly focused on profits, often leading to conflicts with entrepreneurs. Many companies have fallen apart due to disagreements between venture capital firms and entrepreneurs. It seems that Lin Qiao has learned more than just computer science at Stanford recently."

But it's normal after all. Living near Silicon Valley, how many students haven't thought about starting a business? Especially this year, with the great success of Apple, this trend is bound to be even stronger. It's only natural for students to exchange entrepreneurial experiences with each other, and I reckon the school will also hold similar lectures to help them start their businesses more effectively.

"Wow, bro, you've made remarkable progress during your time in the United States!" Linlou couldn't help but praise. Having such a brother has saved him so much effort.

"Without hard work, it's impossible. The gap between us and American students is just too big, not only in terms of professional knowledge, but also in other aspects. When I was at school, chatting in bed at night, commenting on current events and expressing opinions, but most of it was just talk, and few would seriously consider what they could do."

"Stanford students are different. Many of them will go to great lengths to realize a good entrepreneurial idea, even if it means dropping out of school for it. It's almost impossible to see this kind of thing happen in China."

At this time in China, anyone who drops out of school to start a business is simply brainless. Getting into college is already taking the road to success, so why take such a risk? And now is not even the right time for entrepreneurship, as the conditions are not in place, and even the legal status of private economy has not been fully established yet. Maybe in a few more years, it will be more appropriate.

"Okay, time is running out. I won't say anymore. You should figure out a way to leave as soon as possible," Lin Qiao reminded Lin Lou to study abroad, then hung up the phone.

Go abroad? That's a given, but it doesn't necessarily have to be as a student. I'd rather compete with those foreign architects in the international market, Lin Lou said with a smile and shook his head.

Return to the dorm for a rest for one night, the next day, get up and wash up with Wenxuan and Si, then go to the teaching building to take the final exam, while Lin takes Xiao Shao's car.

Many people looked at this scene with envy, "Look at how well Lin is doing, not only does he not need to take exams, he even has a car to pick him up. In my hometown, even the county mayor doesn't have the qualifications to ride such a nice car!"

"What is Lin Lou up to?" someone asked curiously.

"I heard that the higher-ups wanted to have him design a project, and the time is tight, so Commissioner Wu allowed him to be exempted from the exam. Sigh, when can I design a project independently?"

"You? First figure out a way to pass the hand-drawn exam before you say anything!" The crowd burst into laughter, and the air was filled with a sense of joy, alleviating some of the pressure of exam week.

Liu Di didn't say anything. He just walked with his head down silently. He no longer hoped to catch up with Lin Lou in a short time. He comforted himself that being an architect relied heavily on experience. Perhaps he was temporarily behind now, but there was still hope to catch up in five or ten years.

After getting on the bus, we went straight to Houkou Middle School. When we arrived, we waited for a moment and then Gu Weimin and Liu Tong arrived. Then the principal, Gao, joined in, and the four of them began a small meeting.

"Xiao Lin, let's talk about your thoughts first! After seeing the scene yesterday, do you have any good ideas when you went back?" Gu Weimin asked.

"I think, since we are going to do the world's first project completely designed using computers, we need to hurry up to complete the design and construction!" This opening won the praise of Gu Weimin and Liu Tong, but the university president frowned slightly. What he cared about most was not the completion time of the teaching building.

"So I will complete the conceptual design of the project as soon as possible, and then report to everyone." At this point, Lin Lou's tone changed, "However, once this project is completed, it will definitely be featured in foreign media. It would not be appropriate to simply produce an ordinary and mediocre building."

"Foreigners will definitely say that the architectural design in our country is too outdated and cannot produce excellent architecture! So, we need to make a breakthrough and let them see the highlights!" Although the current architectural design in our country is indeed far behind that of European and American countries, being openly criticized by others is another matter entirely.

The large hat was fastened, and Gu Weimin and Liu Tong had nothing to say. The principal then smiled again, which was also his intention.

"And how can we make the teaching building standout? It's nothing more than focusing on a few aspects, either by using advanced supporting equipment, or by having innovative elements in the exterior and interior space design!"

"The former seems a bit difficult." Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and Principal Gao all nodded at the same time. Many of the equipment in Houku High School are imported. Although they are leading domestically, they have been outdated in European and American countries for several years.

"In terms of appearance and interior space, there are ways to think about it. The first thing that comes to my mind is the design of the classroom," Linlou said, drawing with pen and paper in hand. Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and the university president all craned their necks to take a look.

"Hmm? Are you drawing a classroom?" As the design gradually took shape, Lin Lou's ideas began to emerge. Gu Weimin saw something, but his expression was quite hesitant. Lin Lou's design completely exceeded his imagination.

"Is it appropriate for the classroom to be done like this?" Liu Tong also expressed doubt.

The university president found it both intriguing and uncertain about the practicality of this design, and was unsure how to evaluate it for a moment.

"Yes, it's a classroom. The design of the classroom might be a bit different from what we are used to, but who says a classroom has to be square?" Lin Lou asked in return.
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"When designing a classroom, the first thing to consider is the visual analysis: viewing angles, field of vision, viewing distance, interior and exterior lighting and anti-glare measures, as well as emphasizing lighting for the blackboard; the second consideration is the acoustic performance: sound transmission distance, echo control, clarity, etc.," explained Linlou.

"According to this principle, the visual and auditory comfort zone in the central area of hexagonal classrooms is larger than that of traditional square classrooms. Lin illustrated the distribution of students in the hexagonal classroom and their visual range on the draft paper. Furthermore, hexagonal classrooms have four sides for natural lighting, making them brighter than classrooms with only two sides for natural lighting."

The hexagonal classroom is widest at the waist. Perhaps only four rows of students can sit in the first row, but in the middle it can increase to five rows, six rows, allowing more students to sit relatively closer to the front, making it clearer to see the blackboard and hear the teacher's lecture.

"Of course, designing the classroom as a hexagon will bring about issues such as complex structure, increased construction costs, and winding pathways. However, since your school has sufficient funds, a slight increase in budget, albeit not disproportionately high, can provide students with a better learning environment, which should be feasible! After all, you're not short of money, and should be able to accept a slight increase in cost, right?"

The hexagonal classroom is not uncommon in the campus construction of later generations. Well-known schools such as Beijing No.4 High School, Yantai No.1 High School, Huaibei No.1 High School, Jian No.1 High School, and Xuzhou No.7 High School all have hexagonal classrooms. However, in 1980, this seemed to be a very rare thing and they had never seen it before.

"Looking at the drawings you’ve made, it seems like this is indeed the case!" The university president, with extensive teaching experience, immediately visualized the benefits of having a hexagonal classroom upon seeing these drawings.

"However, without a physical reference, if we really want to build it, we will definitely need to conduct data analysis, right? For example, how many degrees should the angles of the hexagon be designed to be most suitable? Also, while having windows on all four sides can increase the brightness inside, could it lead to direct sunlight affecting students' learning during classes?" But he still had some concerns.

"Also, with this design, the classroom space is certainly more rational, but wouldn't the corridors be very winding? Unlike the straight corridors of square classrooms, wouldn't students be at risk of accidents while playing?" Gu Weimin also pointed out on the drawings.

I have visited the hexagonal teaching building of Beijing No. 4 High School and have also talked to the teachers at the school. In reality, these issues do not exist, and of course, mere empty talk certainly won't convince them.

So Lin nodded, "This is just an initial communication. First, we need to see if you can accept this design. If you can, then after I return, I will definitely conduct a thorough analysis and research, and provide sufficient data to verify this plan."

"Got it, got it! I'm just expressing my concerns, but actually I'm very interested in this kind of classroom design! Although it will take some time for both teachers and students to adapt to the new classroom layout, if there are really so many benefits, I think they will definitely like it," the principal nodded.

"I will go back to ask the teachers at the school to help with the analysis of sunlight and sound diffusion. Based on my experience, in areas with strong light exposure like high-altitude regions or warmer southern areas, having windows on all sides may cause some issues. However, in Beijing, as long as we pay attention to the orientation of the teaching buildings, we won't encounter such problems."

Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and President Gao looked at each other. "You're just an eighteen-year-old child, so your experience might be a bit lacking," said Gu Weimin. But when they thought about what Lin Lou had done before, they didn't dare to see him as an ordinary child.

Maybe he is a genius! Two years ago, the renowned physicist and Nobel Prize winner Professor Li Zhengdao visited China and under his initiative, the University of Science and Technology of China established a program for young prodigies, attracting many young geniuses. This matter is currently a hot topic. If the University of Science and Technology of China can have children as young as thirteen or fourteen years old researching advanced theories, then it seems normal for Tsinghua University to produce an architect at the age of eighteen.

Slightly different, the child prodigies in the University of Science and Technology of China's junior class have not yet achieved any accomplishments, while Lin Lou has already been able to point out issues with Ieoh Ming Pei's work and make modifications.

"Also, I need some support from your school. I want to organize some teachers and students to conduct on-site simulations to study the advantages and disadvantages of hexagonal classrooms, while discussing the most suitable classroom scale, distribution of lighting fixtures, window sizes, and other detailed issues." Lin knows these, but without such exaggeration, his proposals would definitely be questioned.

To conduct a simulation exercise is not only to provide evidence for one's own plan, but also to persuade them in advance during the process, so that there will be less opposition when ultimately presenting the plan.

No architect would leave all issues until the final presentation. It's important to communicate with the client in a timely manner during the design process and gradually address their concerns, increasing the likelihood of the design being approved.

"That’s not a problem! The auditorium at our school is spacious enough to accommodate this event!" The college president readily agreed. Just as he had mentioned to Lin earlier, the college president also hoped that the new teaching building would be innovative, and the hexagonal classroom design proposed by Lin undoubtedly piqued his interest.

By bringing out such a classroom, Haoke Middle School will definitely become a hot topic of discussion among schools in Beijing and even the whole country, which will greatly benefit the expansion of the school's reputation.

"Xiao Lin, will it increase the difficulty of the design and thus extend the time to complete the design?" Gu Weimin is more concerned about ensuring the title of world's number one.

"It's a little more complicated than building a square-shaped structure, but it's not a big deal. It won't take too much time." Linlou answered truthfully.

Gu Weimin paused for a moment and said, "At present, the country's economy is still not affluent, and the amount of funds allocated for the construction of new school buildings for the entire country is limited. The construction cost of hexagonal classrooms is higher than that of traditional square classrooms, so it is definitely not suitable for large-scale promotion! However, conducting some small-scale new trials is still feasible, as it is also an exploration for future development!"

He set the tone, and Liu Tong added, "Director Gu's analysis is comprehensive. Such attempts are beneficial. If the hexagonal classroom is as good as Xiaolin described, even though large-scale promotion is not feasible now, in the future when the national finances become more lenient, we can build more of them. Constructing one or two samples now will greatly benefit future construction and improvements."

The representatives of the three clients have all given their consent, so Lin can finally relax a little.
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In the evening, in the courtyard of the Lin building, Wen Xuansi, Su Zhongming and others were studying upstairs. In the exam-free Lin building, Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, Jin Qiuxiang, and other old friends also came. In addition, young teachers from the physics department and other related majors were invited. It's just that convenient in university, you can find whatever type of professional talent you need.

Today brought everyone together to discuss the plan for the hexagonal teaching building. I heard that Lin will soon be in charge of the project again, and everyone is envious.

"You're taking on projects so quickly. The quadrangle was just built not long ago, and now someone is giving you a new project. But is computer software drawing really as convenient as you say?"

"I used software to produce construction drawings at the municipal court before. With the same amount of time, one person can surpass the productivity of four or five manual draftsmen. The efficiency speaks for itself! If any of you teachers are interested, I have a few sets of software that you can try out." Lin Lou took out the floppy disks and distributed them to the teachers.

"The computers in the computer department can be borrowed occasionally, but they are not suitable for regular use. Other people need to use them too! The computers in our department have important tasks as well, so it's inconvenient for everyone!" Hu Zhongping lamented regretfully.

"Um, everyone can wait a little longer. My brother will be back from the United States soon, and I asked him to bring back the latest model of personal computer. Then everyone can come and try it out!" The $30,000 commission from the Xiangshan restaurant will be credited soon, and Lin Lou doesn't care about this expenditure at all.

"How embarrassing! Computers are so expensive, what if it gets damaged!" Everyone was secretly happy in their hearts, but on the surface they were being reserved.

"It's okay, it's not easy to break a computer. Even if there are some minor issues, I can ask my brother's classmate to come and fix it! Yang Yanzhi has brought his girlfriend here several times, it's time for him to pay some room fee, so I'll ask him to help me fix the computer. I really don't know how to fix a computer from the 80s in the Lin building."

"Let's discuss the plan first, and we can talk about this later. Your hexagonal classroom building is quite interesting! Based on my previous experience in designing cinemas, the optimal visual angle should be conical. From this perspective, designing with a pentagonal visual effect would be better, but this structure would have its flaws. So, the hexagon is indeed the best choice!" Feng Shaoping was clearly more interested in the plan.

"I used to design educational buildings. In general, the appropriate visual distance in a classroom is 2 meters to 8.5 meters from the blackboard, and the appropriate viewing angle is an angle of not less than 30 degrees with the far end edge of the blackboard. However, the rear rows of square classrooms and individual positions on both sides do not meet this standard. If students sit in these positions for a long time, it may even cause strabismus," Another young teacher, Sui Yuanzhi, presented solid data.

"So, in general, schools will adjust the students' seats at regular intervals to avoid such situations. But this is still a temporary solution, changing to hexagonal seating would be much more convenient! It can compress the number of desks and expand the optimal visual range."

"Just in my impression, there was no such school in Beijing before, let alone such tool templates. Wanting to contribute to the construction will entail quite a bit of expense in terms of wood materials." Similarly, he also pointed out the problem.

The so-called tool template is an auxiliary tool for pouring concrete. It is customized by the factory and then assembled on site. Concrete is poured into it, resulting in walls and floors with smooth molding, good appearance quality, and minimal joints.

The commonly used large templates are manufactured based on the general design parameters of a large number of buildings of a certain type. The hexagonal teaching building has never appeared before, so there is naturally no matching template, and it can only be customized.

"It's okay, didn't we previously introduce the beamless floor system from Yugoslavia? If we use the flying formwork technology for construction, there won't be any wood waste issue!" Tsinghua University's architecture department is indeed the best in the country. Before Lin could speak, someone immediately solved this problem.

Flying formwork technology, also known as climbing formwork technology, refers to the process where poured concrete is enclosed within fixed formwork. The formwork is then removed and detached from the wall surface after the concrete has hardened to a certain strength, and then it ascends upward, with segmental pouring and climbing.

This can save a lot of manpower and materials. Qin Weidong took the oil pen and gave a brief introduction of the flying model technology on the whiteboard. Everyone understood and said, "It's a good method worth promoting!"

"Some construction units in Beijing have already mastered this technology. Since this project is strongly required to be completed quickly by the State Council and the city, it won't be a problem to draw on one or two teams of skilled and experienced engineering teams proficient in drone technology." Qin Weidong is also very familiar with construction units in Beijing.

"After you told me about this matter, I went to the library to check the natural light index in developed countries such as the UK, France, and Japan. Generally, the natural light coefficient of school classrooms should be 2%. I did a simple calculation. According to Kobayashi's design, the natural light coefficient on each desk surface is greater than 2%, and the lighting area is indeed satisfactory," Ouyang Fuqiang, a young physics teacher, presented his calculation results."

"The direct sunlight causing disabling glare can seriously damage students' vision, which is more severe than insufficient illumination. However, Tianjin University's Building Physics Research Group has collaborated with Zhuzhou Glass Factory to develop a controllable light-diffusing embossed glass, which can transform direct sunlight into directional diffuse light, effectively overcoming the disabling glare effect. The price is also affordable, able to overcome this drawback."

"The hexagonal classroom may have the situation of two adjacent classroom windows opening side by side. The collective reading of a class will severely disturb the adjacent classroom. However, by spraying expanded perlite sound-absorbing coating on the ceiling and using the inner-turning steel windows hanging below, the sound indoors cannot be smoothly transmitted outside when the windows are open, which has a certain effect."

"I conducted an electrical calculation analysis on the classroom lighting to achieve a desk surface illuminance of more than 150 lux and a vertical illuminance of the blackboard of 200 lux. The fluorescent lights are arranged vertically to the blackboard, reducing the glare seen by students in the back row." "Young teachers lack opportunities to participate in projects, but now Lin Building has provided them with the opportunity. Naturally, they are eager to speak up, not only pointing out the problems but also presenting solutions."

Architecture differs from literature, painting, and other arts, and is more akin to film in that it is a collaborative art form. With the involvement of so many talented individuals, the preparation work for the forest building was completed quickly.

In just a few days, Lin Lou brought detailed evidence to the university president. Next, he can invite teachers and students to the school auditorium for on-site simulation exercises.
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"A hexagonal classroom? I bet it would feel awkward to go in! What was the designer thinking? Can't we just stick to traditional square classrooms?" an older teacher shook his head.

"In terms of bionics, the hexagon is the most material-saving spatial form, and the honeycomb of bees is indeed hexagonal!" The biology teacher found it quite fascinating.

"I think we could give it a try. The current classrooms are all square-shaped, so having a hexagonal classroom would definitely be fresh. Other schools will come to visit for sure! More importantly, the leaders will come to inspect, right? Maybe they will even listen to me teach behind the classroom. This way, I can show my face in front of the leaders. This person seems to be somewhat concerned about fame and fortune."

"Everyone, please settle down!" The university principal walked into the auditorium with Linlou, saying, "Let me introduce to you all, this is Linlou, an architect from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. Linlou has previously assisted the internationally renowned architect Master Bei Yuming in designing the Xiangshan Hotel and is very familiar with advanced concepts from abroad. It is our honor at Hoku High School to have Linlou design our new teaching building. Let's give a round of applause to welcome him!"

"The sound of applause filled the venue, especially from the students, their eyes shining as they looked at Linlou. I wish I could get into Tsinghua University just like him!"

As for the group of teachers, someone did think of something else, "Lin Lou, this name sounds familiar, right? Oh, I remember, it seems that the book discussing educational philosophy that was newly released by the Nanjiang University Press last year was written by him, and there are many useful things in it!"

As a teacher, especially in a good school like Houku Middle School, it is important to focus on self-improvement. The book by Lin Lou has had a great impact and as it is about education, it is natural for teachers to have read it.

"When I was in high school, I had actually heard of Haoku Middle School. Our school has a long history and has consistently maintained high teaching quality, ranking among the top in the country. It has produced renowned alumni such as the famous poet Feng Zhi, the prominent writer Wang Meng, and the distinguished physicist and academician Hao Bailin." Lin praised Haoku Middle School as soon as he came up to the Lin building. He does understand the concept of mutual praise."

"I hope that among the students present, there will definitely be outstanding poets, writers, and scientists in the future, just like them. So I am also honored to have the opportunity to design the teaching building for Houkou Middle School."

The students laughed, how could children of this age not enjoy being praised? So even more enthusiastic applause was heard than before.

"After the discussion by experts from the Department of Architecture and the Department of Physics at Tsinghua University, it has been proven that the hexagonal classroom is feasible and scientific. However, the classroom will ultimately be used by all of you, so please come over to conduct several on-site simulations, and then I will adjust the plan according to the results of the simulations."

The university president has arranged for people to rearrange the scene according to Lin's requirements, bringing out some unused tables and chairs from the school warehouse and hanging a glass blackboard in front of the auditorium.

"Everyone, please readjust your seats according to the original arrangement. The students in the first row will remain in the first row, and those in the second row will sit at the middle four tables. The two tables at the end of the third row will move to the side of the second row..." The head teacher adeptly directed the students to their seats. The students at Houku Middle School have good discipline and agile minds, and the classroom quickly filled up.

Then the head teacher stepped forward and began writing on the blackboard, simulating a class scene. After writing a few lines, the principal temporarily stopped the simulation and asked, "Students, do you feel that you can see the blackboard more clearly now or in the original classroom?"

"Now it's clearer!" The students who moved to the front said without hesitation. They were closer to the blackboard and naturally could see more clearly.

"I'll take a look!" Several teachers curiously walked to the edge of the table at the waist of the hexagon, then returned to the original positions of the students in the classroom to make a comparison. "Hey, that's true, with this arrangement, it does become much clearer!"

"Could it be because of the lighting?" The teacher's questioning was cut off halfway, as the lighting in the auditorium was no better than the classroom, and in fact, due to the age of the building, it was even a little darker than the classroom.

"The sound also seems clearer, perhaps not only due to being closer to the platform, but also because of the superior acoustic reflection of the hexagonal shape compared to a square classroom," the physics teacher pondered. He then surrounded the area with wooden boards to simulate six walls in the forest building.

"Eh, don't you think if we use this kind of classroom, it will be much easier for us in the future?" whispered another teacher who was the head teacher.

"Simpler? I don't think so. Whether the classroom is square or round, our work won't change. We still have to give lectures and grade assignments, right?" Some teachers have not realized it yet.

"What I'm saying is, which parents don't want their children to sit in the front? But we can only arrange seats based on height and consider the students' visual conditions. Many parents are not satisfied when their children sit at the back and constantly come to me asking for their children to be moved to the front!"

"The head of this station will be here in a moment, then the committee members will also arrive, and later the district director will come too. If we agree, it's not fair to the children who were originally sitting in the front, but if we don't agree, they will be constantly bothering us and we can't afford to offend them. We can only use kind words to persuade them." Hòu Kù Zhōng School is a good school, and many resourceful people send their children here. This is good for the teachers, but it's also a pressure. They haven't been under less pressure when arranging the seating.

"Yeah, there are more preferred seats now, just need to make a few adjustments, and I won't have to deal with this hassle anymore!" Another teacher who has suffered the same problem suddenly realized.

In the past, those parents would all focus on the first three rows, but there are only twelve desks in the first three rows, so how many people can be accommodated? But now, with the switch to hexagonal classrooms, there are eighteen desks, which means an extra six desks all of a sudden- and that can solve a big problem.

"Since it doesn't affect students from seeing the blackboard or listening to our lectures, then changing it to a hexagon shouldn't be a problem, right? Plus, it can create so many additional good spots, just based on this reason, I'm willing to support the new proposal!"

"Yes!" Many teachers nodded in agreement. This is beneficial for both public and private interests. Publicly, it can provide better learning conditions for more students, and privately, it can also help build social connections which might come in handy in the future. So, why not support it?

Simulated a whole class, the school principal and other leading teachers walked up and down, sometimes experiencing the feeling of students in class, and sometimes going to the lectern to see what was different about teaching compared to before.

The first simulation is over, and Lin Lou steps onto the stage and asks, "Does anyone have any questions?"
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"I saw the drawings you made. According to the drawing, it seems that there are two windows opposite each other. Will this situation create a noise impact?"

"Will having so many windows lead to stronger sunlight in the summer, making it too hot, or decreased insulation in the winter? Will this affect the normal teaching activities?"

The teachers raised their hands one by one to ask their questions, most of which were within Lin's expectations. He took out the contents sorted out after discussing with Hu Zhongping and Li Qingxi, and answered them one by one.

These answers have detailed data and solid scientific theories as evidence, supported by the academic abilities of Tsinghua University professors. They were quickly convinced, "Xiao Lin's comprehensive consideration is impressive. As of now, apart from the slightly higher cost, hexagonal classrooms are indeed better than square ones."

These teachers, upon seeing Lin Lou's age, habitually wanted to address him as "Xiao Lin." However, after this back-and-forth question and answer session, Lin Lou's professional abilities had conquered them, and these teachers naturally changed their address.

"The cost is indeed a bit higher, but it is worthy to invest the extra amount in order to better cultivate students and pave a new path for school architecture across the country," the university president nodded. "Today's simulated training has been very enjoyable for him. No matter how good it looks on paper, there is no substitute for firsthand experience, and he has also felt the benefits of this type of classroom."

And full of confidence in the prospects of this new type of classroom, this is the kind of classroom that Hukou Middle School should have. Such a teaching building will not be outdated even in the next twenty years.

"I have heard a saying that if a school is very flashy, then the students here must only care about the surface; if a school is very practical and meticulous, then the graduates will also be like that in the future; and the teaching building designed by Lin Gong is not only practical and meticulous, but also innovative. This is in line with the educational philosophy of Hòu Kù High School, and I hope that the students our school cultivates can be practical and innovative!"

The university president talked about his teaching philosophy with this building as the backdrop, "China has now moved from passively following old rules to embracing reform and innovation, and our education sector should do the same..."

After a brief impromptu speech, the university president intended to announce the dissolution, and then invite Mr. Lin to have a good meal. It is a great honor to have him come to design the teaching building for the school this time. If we found someone else, it would definitely be a traditional and conventional old-fashioned appearance, which would not highlight the status of Houku High School.

"Wait a moment, the simulation exercise has not completely finished yet!" Lin did not leave right away.

"All the exercises in the training plan have been completed? You've also resolved the teachers' issues. Is there anything else that needs to be done?" The university president was a little puzzled.

"I haven't asked them yet!" Linlou pointed to the students below and said, "The classroom is used by both the teachers and the students. In terms of absolute time, they use it even longer than the teachers every day. Therefore, it is only natural to consult the students' opinions!"

The scene quieted down, and the school principal's face showed a hint of embarrassment. After a while, he sighed, "Writer Lin deserves his reputation as an author of educational works. He has even surpassed us in terms of educational concepts. We talk about educational innovation every day, but in our hearts, we still cling to the old notion of teacher authority, neglecting the feelings of the students."

"This is really inappropriate! Lin is right. Since the classroom is mainly used by the students, their opinions should be sought!" The university president did not cling to his identity and quickly accepted Lin's opinion.

"Everyone has been in the auditorium for so long, they must be tired. Let's take a ten-minute break, go out for some fresh air, use the restroom if needed, and also think about any aspects of the classroom layout that you are not used to. We can discuss it with Mr. Lin when we come back."

The students left the auditorium, and the teachers also stepped outside to get some fresh air. They enthusiastically talked about the benefits of hexagonal classrooms, and even mentioned other places, "By the way, since the classroom is hexagonal, should our offices also be hexagonal? It's best to arrange them on the sides so that we can have five sides to open windows."

"You guys keep vaping in the office every day, making the office smell really bad. If all five sides of the office could open windows, the air would definitely be much better!"

After the students returned, Lin noticed the difference in their concerns compared to the teachers. "I saw in the big picture that the aisles in the classroom have become winding. This will definitely delay our time going downstairs. It will take us more time than students in other buildings to get to the canteen or the toilet!"

"Yeah, by then all the tasty food would have been taken by them, and they'd also be occupying all the toilet stalls!"

These may sound funny, but they are actually real issues, because the facilities in old-school campuses are not very good—the cafeteria windows are tight and the toilet stalls are also tight.

"Don't worry about it. In the future, all the teaching buildings at the school will be demolished and rebuilt. If it can be proven that the hexagonal classrooms are indeed useful, those newly built teaching buildings will also adopt this style," President Gao reassured Lin. "Even though it's not very convenient to straighten the aisles, I can make the aisles in other teaching buildings as winding as yours."

Since everyone is on the same starting line, there is no problem. The student who raised this question nodded and sat down.

Lin Lou continuously listens to their questions, gives responses, and then records these results in a notebook. After returning, they make adjustments based on the feedback from the teachers and students.

Coming to the school with the adjusted plan, a simulated drill was conducted. After multiple attempts, all the problems were resolved. The majority of the teachers at the school are very satisfied with the innovative design of the hexagonal classroom.

At the last simulation drill, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong also came. They tried to experience it and were very satisfied with the result.

Liu Tong even used herself as an example, saying, "My child at home always complains that I gave birth to him too tall. He has been sitting at the back from childhood to 
adulthood, often unable to see the writing on the blackboard clearly. If there were such classrooms, he could have sat closer to the front!"

Huh? Are you still worried about the seating arrangement for the child? Will any teacher dare to let your child sit at the back? However, considering that Gu Weimin's child must be studying in one of the best schools in Beijing, Lin Luo's concerns are somewhat understandable. In this kind of school, his status might not necessarily intimidate the teacher.

"Xiao Lin, bring the proposal with you to the municipal education bureau tomorrow, I don't foresee any major issues with getting it approved," said Liu Tong.
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Chapter 153 Winter Break Part-time Job

"Brothers, let's report our home addresses. The school will help us book train tickets," Wenxuan shouted in the dormitory. Although there are still a few exams left, the work of collecting and booking train tickets has already started in advance."

"Um, I think I'll just not go home. Train tickets are quite expensive, and I would rather save this money and send it back home," Su Zhongming hesitated. This was his first time going far from home, and he definitely wanted to go back for Chinese New Year. However, considering the price of train tickets, he decided to give up. Even though students get discounts, he still found it hard to justify the cost.

"I'll stay at the school too! Zhongming, then we can celebrate the New Year together!" Xing Ruhua put his arm around Su Zhongming's shoulder, feeling a little reluctant to part ways.

"I'll stay too! Let's have a family reunion dinner together with the three of us!" Ma Yong is from the old revolutionary base area in Jiangxi. Not only is his family's economic situation average, there is also no direct train, so he might as well stay too!

"When I return, I will send you three packages of delicious food. Wen Ge, please remember that there is a direct train to our house," said Yin Mingsong from Jilin, raising his hand.

"I sent you Commander Kai's chestnut cake. It's winter anyway, so it won't go bad!" Zheng Weiming said after signing up. Commander Kai is a famous old brand in Shanghai, which used to be located downstairs from Zhang Ailing's house."

Commander Kai's chestnut cake is the most famous. In other places, chestnut cakes are just cream with some chestnut paste piled on top. But Commander Kai's is a genuine chestnut fresh milk cake, with a thick layer of fresh milk coated with real chestnut paste. Although it looks simple, the taste is solid and long-lasting.

Others who also want to go home have also expressed their intention to mail him local specialties. The friendship among college students nowadays is much stronger than in the past. Lin Lou feels that this might be due to the difficulty of entering university nowadays, and it is rare to encounter middle school classmates and fellow villagers after entering university. Furthermore, there are no convenient ways of communication such as the internet or mobile phones, so one can only get to know new friends, which naturally leads to stronger relationships among classmates.

"I'll just stay there. I'll probably have to stay in Beijing for a few more days. When it's time for the holidays, you guys can move in with me. It's warmer there and I can cook for myself! Hmm, I can also introduce some part-time work for them during the winter break. Chen Dejiang's brick and tile factory needs people, and the train station side always needs temporary workers to help during the Spring Festival travel rush. Qi Baocheng can also arrange a good and easy job for them."

However, these words do not need to be said in the dormitory. Firstly, it may appear to be showing off, and secondly, we should also pay attention to the self-esteem of people like Su Zhongming in Lin Building. Although they may not mind, we cannot ignore it.

Seeing that they seemed to hesitate, Lin hurriedly added, "I will be leaving in a few days too. It's not very safe to leave the house unattended during the entire Spring Festival. If you don't go, I will still need to hire someone to help me look after the house."

They finally agreed to it. Wenxuan thought for a moment and said, "Xiaolou, maybe I can go to the school and ask if they can help us book a ticket for a delayed return home. It's quite difficult to get a ticket to go back home now."

"It's nothing, I have a way. I can ask Mr. Bei for help if necessary." Lin Lou didn't mention the matter of Qi Baocheng. Nowadays train tickets are really scarce. If people knew that he had connections at the train station, he would definitely be bothered by many people. So he used Bei Yuming as a shield. Troubling Bei Yuming is different from troubling acquaintances at the train station.

Of course, if acquaintances have such needs, Linlou would still be willing to help. He just doesn't want strangers to trouble him, not that he doesn't want to help acquaintances.

A few days after the end of the exam, they took turns to see their roommates off to the train. Linlou, Mayong, Suzhongming, and Xingruhua moved to the quadrangle, and now he can finally talk to them about work.

"I have a friend who works in the railway department. He told me the other day that Beijing Station needs to hire some temporary workers for the period before and after the Spring Festival. If any of you are interested, I can take you there." Lin Lou specifically went to Qibao Cheng to inquire about it a few days ago.

"Another good opportunity? Is it for helping with transporting goods by truck or maintaining order at the station? I can do this job, I'm in good shape! Not afraid of getting tired or cold!" When Xing Ruhua heard this, she immediately became energized and even flexed her muscles on purpose.

Ma Yong and Su Zhongming are the same. So Linlou took them to Qi Baocheng's office. As soon as they entered, Xing Ruhua expressed his willingness to go to the most difficult position.

Qi Baocheng laughed heartily, "You guys are university students. We can't even hire the talented people we need, how could we let you do the kind of work that anyone can do! Around the Spring Festival, both freight and passenger transport volumes are much higher than usual. Our railway department has a lot of calculation tasks to do, and we're in need of talent with a cultural and accounting background. Your timing is perfect!"

Took them to a well-heated office and said, "You three stay here. Come in every morning at nine, have lunch here at noon, and leave work at five in the afternoon. You'll have days off on the 16th of the first lunar month and the first day of the 30th, with a monthly wage of fifty yuan. You will also receive New Year bonuses. Is that enough, fitting for your status as college students?"

"Director Qi, this is too good to be true, isn't it?" Su Zhongming and the others were shocked by the high salary, the good benefits, and the food provided here, where they are shielded from wind and snow.

"I hope I can land a job like this after graduation!" Xing Ruhua's eyes were filled with longing.

"Haha, you guys are students from Tsinghua University. People with such talent are hard to recruit for our railway department. We have to compete fiercely every year just to secure a few of them, and they end up staying in good departments within our ministry. If you're willing to come, you might even become my boss in a few years!" Qi Baocheng couldn't help shaking his head. You underestimate the reputation of Tsinghua University too much.

Part-time jobs like this are very popular within the company, and many people pull strings to get them. However, when Qi Baocheng mentioned that he could find students from Tsinghua University, the leadership immediately approved it and even praised him. This was a mutually beneficial situation for Qi Baocheng, as he did a favor and also gained some face in front of the leadership.

"If you want to come during summer vacation, you are welcome to do so. When it's time for a break, I'll give you a certificate, so you can go home for free!" Qi Baocheng planned to treat this as a long-term job. It would be a waste for the students from Tsinghua to only use it once.

Upon hearing this, Su Zhongming and the others became even happier, and even Lin Lou's interest was piqued. "Brother Qi, with such great documents, help me get one too!"

"Why do you need this? I've already reserved the train tickets for you and your brother!" Qi Baocheng was puzzled.

"It's not for this time. I'm thinking of waiting for the summer vacation to travel around the country and take a look at the local architecture. I can't possibly call you for tickets every time I go to a place, right? That would be so troublesome!" Although Linlou was not short of money, getting train tickets at the moment might not be just a matter of money.
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Su Zhongming, Ma Yong, and Xing Ruhua stayed behind and began working the same day. When they returned home that evening, their faces were still filled with excitement. "I just asked Director Qi if it's possible to advance our salaries. This way, I can buy some things for my family and have a good year," they said.

"Let's work hard for a week first and withdraw all our wages. Aunt Wang in the office said she knows someone at the store and can set aside whatever we need. Then we can find a familiar train attendant to help us take the things to our hometown railway station, so our family can pick them up directly." Xing Ruhua is already considering what to buy.

"Lao Xing, haven't you noticed anything unusual?" Ma Yong chuckled, "Xiao Lou, you left early today and missed out on the fun. In just one afternoon, Wang Auntie managed to find out everything about Lao Xing's hometown, the number of people in his family, and the whole situation. She even subtly mentioned that she has a beautiful and virtuous daughter at home, hinting at looking for a son-in-law!"

"Really?" Xing Ruhua was a little dazed, his reaction was a bit slow, and he hadn't quite grasped the meaning yet.

"Why wouldn't I know? I already memorized it. Wang Auntie's daughter is called Pan Hong, she's eighteen years old this year and she's working at the Beijing railway station, sitting in an office where she won't be exposed to the wind and rain. Although she didn't get into university back then, she never stopped studying and is currently pursuing a correspondence diploma. If it weren't for wanting to find a son-in-law, who would casually tell others so much about their own daughter?" Su Zhongming also caught on.

"I was thinking, Aunt Wang will probably bring her daughter's photo tomorrow, and she might even ask her daughter to come over for a visit so that you can meet her!" said Ma Yong earnestly.

"Why did you choose me? Aren't both of you from Tsinghua University too? Why didn't Aunt Wang choose either of you?" Xing Ruhua became anxious, "I'm just a freshman, I can't even have a relationship, let alone get married!"

"Wang Aunty must have seen the qualities in you that neither of them have," Lin said with a serious expression.

"What advantages!" Xing Ruhua looked at Ma Yong and Su Zhongming, and couldn't see any areas where she felt she was more outstanding than the two of them.

"Your butt is bigger than both of them, you can definitely give birth!" Linlou said, laughing loudly. In reality, Xing Ruhua is tall and strong, which aligns with the aesthetic standards of the older generation. It's not surprising that Aunt Wang was immediately drawn to her at first sight!

"Hahaha, that's right! Xiao Lou is absolutely right. Your butt definitely looks like it could give birth to a son!" Ma Yong and Su Zhongming burst into laughter, almost rolling on the ground.

Oh, kids from the 80s have such a simple sense of humor.

"Nonsense, can people reproduce just by looking at a woman's butt?" Being teased like this, Xing Ruhua became even more anxious. "No, I have to go explain this to Aunt Wang tomorrow."

"Stop kidding around. Look at how anxious Lao Xing is," Lin Lou patted his shoulder to comfort him. "Actually, you don't need to take this too seriously. Aunt Wang probably just had this idea. We can't be sure about her daughter's thoughts. If you just go up and blurt it out like this, no one's face will look good."

"Just pretend you don't know what he's thinking. Just carry on as usual, and everything will be fine after some time. Nowadays, college students are precious, especially those from Tsinghua University. It's not surprising at all to be considered a potential son-in-law by someone."

When he graduated and entered the company, without a doubt, someone would inquire about his situation and help him find a partner. Xing Ruhua just happened to meet him earlier.

"You guys didn't say anything, now I don't even know what to pretend not to know!" Xing Ruhua still couldn't calm down, feeling strange being regarded as a son-in-law by others, he felt uncomfortable at the thought of it.

"To be honest, becoming their son-in-law is not a bad deal at all. Aunt Wang revealed their family's background today. They all have secure jobs in the railway department, and her husband is a leader there. Their brothers are all cadres in railway bureaus across the country. If you become their son-in-law, you won't have to worry about anything in the future!" Ma Yong analyzed earnestly.

"Yes, and they also said that their daughter is very beautiful. If she ends up with me, I might just agree," Su Zhongming said half-seriously and half-jokingly.

"How can love be measured by these things? The love I expect should be the kind of mutual attraction and understanding, becoming soulmates at first sight. Do you guys understand what I'm saying?!" Despite Xing Ruhua's rough appearance, he is actually very sensitive and yearns for romantic love.

"You haven't even met her, why do you think it's impossible for you to fall in love at first sight with Pan Hong?" Both are young men in their late teens, and when they talk about the opposite sex, they become more and more enthusiastic. They talked about this topic all night long.

The next day at work, Xing Ruhua felt particularly awkward. He always felt like Aunt Wang was watching him, and in fact, she was. Almost every time he looked up, he could see Aunt Wang smiling and looking at him, which scared Xing Ruhua so much that he got goosebumps all over his body. He quickly buried his head and continued calculating.

Finally nearing the end of the work day, Xing Ruhua planned to leave as soon as she finished work. Just then, footsteps could be heard outside the door, followed by the voice of a young woman, "Mom, I brought the things you wanted."

"I'll take a look? Yes, that's it!" Aunt Wang's voice rang out. Xing Ruhua's head hung even lower, as it had actually called her own daughter over.

"Mom, it's the same if I bring it home at night, why do you want me to specifically bring it to your office?" The girl was a little puzzled.

"Hi, didn't you mention that you didn't understand a few math problems from the correspondence course? Some students from Tsinghua University just arrived at the office. You can come and ask them for help." Aunt Wang's footsteps grew closer, and soon she arrived in front of Xing Ruhua. "Xiao Xing, let me introduce you. This is my daughter, Pan Hong. She has a few math problems she'd like to ask you for help with."

"Aunt Wang, actually, I'm not very good at math..." Xing Ruhua quickly stood up, instinctively wanting to refuse and pass the matter to Ma Yong, who was the best at math among the three, but as soon as she looked up, she saw Pan Hong.

The girl is wrapped in a pink scarf, tall and fair-skinned, with delicate features. Just coming in from outside, her small face is rosy from the cold, looking particularly pitiful.

I don't know why, but whenever I see her, Xing Ruhua can't bring herself to say the words of refusal that were on the tip of her tongue. Her words get stuck, and what comes out next is, ". . . . . However, I should be able to handle the math tutoring for correspondence courses."

Ma Yong and Su Zhongming were amused by this sudden turn, and they struggled to hold back their laughter.

If Lin Lou were to see the scene now, he would probably only say four words, "hmm, smells good!"
Chapter 155 Lin Qiao Returns to China

"Hello, my name is Pan Hong. How did you manage to get into Tsinghua University? That's really impressive!" Pan Hong reached out her right hand to Xing Ruhua, her eyes filled with admiration.

Xing Ruhua was stunned for a moment before reaching out to shake hands with Pan Hong. It felt as if he was holding a hot iron, ready to let go at any moment. His legs were shaking uncontrollably, and he stammered, "I... I'm not that great either. I just studied hard and managed to pass the exam."

Aunt Wang is an experienced person, how could she not understand what is going on with Xing Ruhua right now? She is delighted in her heart, it's great that she can take a liking to my daughter. Finally, all the efforts were not in vain.

"Xiao Xing is clever, unlike you with a head full of mush. Do you have the question? Bring it here and let Xiao Xing take a look." She quickly helped Xing Ruhua out, it wouldn't be appropriate to be so nervous.

"Here you go." Pan Hong had been using her spare time at work to study, so she took out a book from her bag and handed it to Xing Ruhua. "I can't seem to understand this problem on solid geometry no matter how much I study it."

"I'll take a look!" Xing Ruhua carefully took the book, only daring to pinch the edge of the book, making an effort not to touch Pan Hong's hand. "You write really nicely, much better than mine!"

Pan Hong's handwriting is delicate and exquisite, densely recording the process of solving problems in the book, without any hint of messiness, clearly showcasing her diligence.

She is pretty, has a nice handwriting, and is also diligent in her studies. Xing Ruhua is even more attracted to her now. As she sits down and carefully looks at the question, she gradually becomes calm. "This question is a bit complicated. It's normal to not understand it clearly when just learning solid geometry. I need to draw some auxiliary lines to solve it!"

He picked up the waste paper on the table and drew the figure from the question on it. As he drew the construction lines as an aid, he explained to Pan Hong, "...for a shape like this, if we draw an angle bisector from here to here, the opposite line segment will be bisected, which solves most of the problem. Then...look, the question is solved, right?"

"Amazing, I consulted several teachers and couldn't figure it out, but you were able to do it in no time, and I even understood it!" exclaimed Pan Hong, with admiration evident in her eyes once again.

Xing Ruhua enjoyed this kind of gaze and said coyly, "It's no big deal, it's just that this question is a bit tricky. Now that I've learned it this time, I'll be able to solve similar problems easily next time."

"Can you help me take a look at this problem?" Pan Hong extended her slender fingers and flipped through the pages, then pulled out another question. "I don't really understand this function problem either."

Xing Ruhua quickly glanced at Pan Hongchun's leek-like fingers, then hurriedly lowered his head to look at the title.

"Oh, this one, we just studied it this semester!" The math problems from the correspondence specialist program were not difficult for Xing Ruhua, and he quickly helped solve them.

After answering three questions in a row, Pan Hong stopped for a moment and said, "Currently, the main struggle is with these three math problems. Thank you for your help, or else I wouldn't know how long it would take me to figure them out."

Is this it? I still wanted to explain a few more to you," Xing Ruhua felt a strong sense of disappointment welling up in her heart, and could only watch as Pan Hong put the books away and got ready to leave.

He wanted to say a few more words, but he didn't know what to say. Just then, Aunt Wang's voice came, "Xiaohong, didn't you say you still have a few English questions you don't understand? Why don't you come over tomorrow and ask Xiaoxing?"

This morning when Xing Ruhua came over, upon hearing Wang Auntie's voice, he would feel nervous. But now, Wang Auntie's words sounded like music to his ears.

"Is it not good to be a bother to others every day?" Pan Hong hesitated slightly.

"It's no trouble, anyway I'm on winter break now, so it's no big deal for me to go back." Xing Ruhua blurted out.

"Really?" Pan Hong's face lit up with surprise. "Then I'll come over tomorrow to ask for your advice. Let's make a deal, don't find me annoying when the time comes."

You are such a beautiful girl, who would find you annoying? Xing Ruhua muttered in his heart, saying, "It's okay, anyway, I have to practice English when I go back, so consider it as an early exercise."

So it was agreed, when they returned, Xing Ruhua smiled foolishly all the way, Ma Yong and Su Zhongming were speechless. What about the things you said last night? Did you take them all in?

When we arrived at the quadrangle courtyard, Lin had already set up the hot pot, "My proposal has passed the city today, let's celebrate together." Although the city's education bureau still had doubts about this new type of classroom, they were eventually convinced by the detailed demonstration and quickly approved it. Next, after completing a few more procedures, the construction drawings can be issued.

With Gu Weimin and Liu Tong present, these procedures will also be approved as soon as possible. However, the entire process will be completed close to the Spring Festival, so the work of drawing construction plans can only be done when Linlou returns from his hometown.

"Wow, what a double happiness! I just happen to have brought some liquor back, let's celebrate!" Ma Yong pulled out a bottle of erguotou from behind, originally intended to celebrate for Xing Ruhua.

"Double happiness? What other good news is there?"

"You weren't here today, you missed a good show. You didn't see how Mr. Xing looked today. He just said he wasn't good at math, but as soon as he saw the girl's face clearly, he immediately changed his mind!" Su Zhongming held back his laughter and recounted the incident.

It seems that the "Law of Zhenxiang" is the true universal truth. Lin Lou sighed, "At that time, old Xing will have to drink a few more glasses."

So everyone gathered around the steaming hot pot and started eating. At the beginning, Xing Ruhua was still a bit reserved, but after a few drinks, he also loosened up, "It's not just about her being pretty, the most important thing is that this girl is diligent and willing to make progress in her studies."

"Heh, if she didn't look good, you probably wouldn't even bother to find out if she studies seriously, right? Hmph, there's no such thing as love at first sight, it's always about being attracted by appearance!"

After a noisy night, everyone was a little bit tipsy before heading back to their bedrooms to sleep.

In the next few days, Xing Ruhua continued to tutor Pan Hong in various subjects, from math to English, and then from English to Chinese. Meanwhile, Lin Lou also continued to receive good news from the university president, and the project approval process was going smoothly as well.

Lin Qiao has also booked the plane tickets. On the day they arrive in Beijing, Qi Baocheng borrowed a car from the company and came early to pick up Lin Lou to go to the airport together. This time, Lin Qiao brought a lot of stuff, it would have been really inconvenient without a car.

Arrived at Beijing International Airport, the exit was full of people holding signs, waited for over an hour, and then heard the announcement of on-time arrival on the broadcast.

After a while, Lin Qiao appeared at the exit. Behind him, John Walker and others were looking curiously at this unfamiliar country.
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Chapter 156 A Formidable Opponent

After the two brothers hugged, Lin Qiao began to introduce them to each other, "This is my younger brother, Lin Lou, studying in the best architectural department in China. He just helped I.M. Pei complete a major design. And this is my friend, Qi Baocheng. Xiao Lou, Qi Ge, this is Mr. John Walker, this is Mr. Alvar Green, and this is Mr. Mike Riedel."

"Hello, Mr. Walker, hello, Mr. Green, hello, Mr. Ridley, welcome to China!" Lin shook hands with them, and just when he shook hands with the last one, he wanted to ask if he had a relative named Tom.

This name, Mike Riddle, is also familiar to him. He can be said to be the most important programmer in the history of Autodesk. The original version of AUTOCAD was completed by him.

"Everyone must be very tired. I'll take you to grab something to eat first, and then we'll head to the hotel for a night's rest. We can talk after you've adjusted to the time difference." Linlou and Qibaocheng picked up their luggage and took them to the car to leave.

On the way, the three of them looked through the window at the city of Beijing, occasionally whispering to each other, filled with curiosity about this unfamiliar and mysterious country.

The car stopped in front of Quanjude, Linlou introduced, "In 1972, President Nixon of your country visited China and dined here. Today, I will take you to eat the roast duck that President Nixon had back then."

Not only did he eat roast duck, but he also had duck frame soup and four treasures of duck. He couldn't stop praising this kind of eastern cuisine. American media even conducted a special report and published a large photo of roast duck in the newspaper, making Beijing roast duck a symbol of Chinese cuisine in European and American countries.

"That's great, this is exactly what I wanted to try in China!" Mike Riddell rubbed his hands and said. He was just a simple technician and didn't have much to worry about for the upcoming negotiations.

Avaar-Green should be more considerate. He's using the American standard to evaluate Quanjude. If it were in the US, this would definitely be a Michelin three-star restaurant, right? Being able to entertain guests in a place like this proves that he not only has considerable economic strength, but also has a certain social status. This is not good news for our negotiations.

Upon entering, the servers at Quanjude didn't show much surprise either. Many foreigners visiting Beijing choose to see the Great Wall and eat Peking duck, so they are used to seeing them and welcomed them into a private room with tea and the menu.

"Let's start with three roast ducks, a pot of duck bone soup, and Duck Four Treasures... and also a bottle of Moutai liquor." Linlou took the menu and ordered, then he introduced to them, "I have ordered dishes that President Nixon had tasted in the past. I can recommend dishes based on your preferences."

Three people each spoke about their preferences, and Lin Lou arranged them one by one. Qi Baocheng and Lin Qiao also ordered several dishes. Soon, the master chef came to the scene and skillfully sliced the duck. John Walker and others were amazed to see the exquisite knife work, and Mike Riddell even took out his camera and kept snapping photos.

The master chef's hands were still steady, and he had seen many foreign visitors who came to take photos with him. After filming, the waiters helped them roll up and taste the pancake. The foreigners really liked the sweet bean sauce and gave a thumbs-up after finishing the food. The master chef left with a sense of satisfaction, and the waiters also wore proud smiles, feeling as if they had brought honor to their country.

"Come and taste China's national liquor Maotai!" Lin poured them a glass, although Maotai might not suit everyone's taste, its status was unshakable. There was no other way to put it, Comrade Wuhao's ability to promote products was just too strong.

"This kind of wine was also tasted by President Nixon, but it's quite strong. If you're not used to it, you can drink these. I've prepared some Johnnie Walker, Mr. Walker probably will like it, and there's also red wine!" After Lin Lou brought out the good wine, he also brought out a bottle of Johnnie Walker and red wine, jokingly using the names of Johnnie Walker and John Walker.

"I'll try this one, forget about Maotai, I'm tired of drinking it all the time!" Qi Baocheng didn't hesitate and poured himself a glass of Johnnie Walker first. He had plenty of opportunities to drink Maotai, but not so much for foreign liquor.

"I've already prepared them for you. Later, I'll take two bottles back with me. My brother also brought a scarf for his sister-in-law and Disney toys for the kids. We can all take them together later! Relationships are cultivated and the more interaction there is, the better they will become. If you always ask people for favors but never reciprocate, they will eventually think you are too greedy."

"You are considerate, truly considerate! Xiaqiao, Xiaolou, you both are truly remarkable! In the future, if you have any issues, just come directly to me. We have such a good relationship, there's no need to be polite!" Qi Baocheng was extremely satisfied.

"Come, everyone, let's have a drink to welcome the three gentlemen to China!" The crowd raised their glasses and clinked them together. Lin Lou observed their reactions. Avall-Green and Tom Rider were a bit overwhelmed, while John Walker seemed quite interested.

In the next round, Lin Lou helped the two of them to switch to Nongfu Spring mineral water and then talked about the legend of Maotai. "When President Nixon returned to the United States, he wanted to show the power of this white wine to his daughter Tricia. He poured the white wine into a bowl and lit it directly. However, there was an accident, the bowl shattered, and the burning wine almost caused a fire in the White House."

"Haha." This story made the three of them burst into laughter. John Walker said, "A very interesting story. If possible, please help me buy a few bottles to take back! I will tell them about it and let them taste this wine that almost set the White House on fire."

Linlou naturally agreed, and then recounted the story to Qibaocheng in Chinese once again. Otherwise, it would be a bit awkward to see others laughing while not understanding it oneself.

"Is this really the case? Next time, when I'm drinking with the leader, I'll share a few jokes too." Having a few good jokes can always make a splash at the dinner table. This is an unchanging reality over the years.

"If you want to tell a joke, I have a more appropriate one. It is said that when Nixon was a little drunk, he held Comrade Wu Hao's hand and said, "The American people want to hold the world firmly with the Chinese people," which scared Kissinger. Fortunately, the American journalists at the time were also drunk and did not record Nixon's indiscreet words." Lin Lou whispered.

"This paragraph is interesting, but it's not suitable to tell the leader." Qi Baocheng shook his head regretfully, the current environment is still a bit tense.

"Let's just be happy ourselves." Who would have thought that Nixon's words would become a reality? Lin Lou sighed in his heart.

After having their meal, Lin sent them to the Friendship Hotel to rest before leaving himself. After he left, Avar-Green shook his head and said, "John, it looks like we've encountered a tough negotiator!"
Chapter 157 Whoever Speaks First Loses

"Yes, I also find it strange. Throughout the whole evening, he never once brought up anything related to negotiations. It doesn't seem like something a young person who has just entered university would do. At my age, if I were to make something, and someone was willing to collaborate with me, I would be eager to finalize it immediately!" John Walker still had a good tolerance for alcohol and wasn't drunk.

"Indeed, I think there was a deeper meaning behind his words at the dinner table today. John, we all know that China is a relatively closed-off country. In such a country, it is very difficult for ordinary citizens to know what is published in American newspapers. This indicates that his identity is quite extraordinary!" Avagelin was reading too much into it.

The jokes that Lin Lou mentioned have flooded the internet in later generations, but at present, not many people know about them. He just wanted to liven up the atmosphere with a funny story, but he didn't expect to mislead his negotiating opponent.

"Would he really use his own background to pressure us to agree to certain conditions?" John Walker's mind was also slightly twisted, the alcohol woke him up all at once, and he thought of some of the methods of the KGB that were reported in the American media.

"No, no, it shouldn't happen. You have to understand that this software doesn't have much market in China at the moment. Their computer technology is not advanced, only the United States has a large number of personal computers," Avall-Green quickly reassured, afraid of scaring John Walk and making an unwise decision.

"Is there any valuable secret in our body, so there is no such risk, what I want to say is, he may not be an ordinary student, he should have more power than we imagine."

"What does it matter? Even if he has great influence here, he cannot affect the United States. We can just raise the price! This software is worth buying even if it costs us all our savings!" Hearing this, John Walker felt relieved.

"John, your so-called entire savings amount to a mere $60,000! If the guys at Fengsha Road knew that $60,000 could buy this software, they would go crazy with joy! They could take it back with hardly any adjustments and push it to the market, not to mention with the article by I.M. Pei, it could even help save a lot of advertising costs. I believe that by now, any sizable architectural firm in the United States knows about this software!" Ava Green rolled her eyes.

"So direct acquisition is no longer possible? Collaboration is not out of the question, though. Lin's programming skills are quite impressive, and our company does need talents like that!"

"On the contrary, I value his younger brother more. It's easy to find programmers who can code, but it's rare to find a product manager who understands the market and customer needs! He is amazing to be able to guide the development of software that meets market demands so well!" Alvaro Green knows that Linlou has seen various historical versions of CAD software a long time ago.

Upon hearing the contemptuous remarks from Avar-Green about the value of programmers, John-Walker immediately glared at him. Avar-Green met his gaze without showing any sign of weakness, and in the end, it was John-Walker who relented. "Well, you're right. The software we've developed is actually very good, so why aren't we able to sell it?"

"The basic business concept is that good products may not necessarily be what the market needs, but products that sell well are definitely good products! This is where he excels more than us! CAD is definitely a product that can sell well."

"So let's discuss what we should say during tomorrow's negotiation!" Avaar-Green said, without even considering his fatigue, and went straight to discussing with John-Walker.

Compared to their nervousness, Linlou seemed somewhat relaxed. After returning home, he packed a lot of things for Qibao Cheng before seeing him off.

Ma Yong, Su Zhongming, and Xing Ruhua have all met Lin Qiao and helped unload the cargo. Seeing some fatigue on Lin Qiao's face, they planned to go back to rest, but Lin Qiao stopped them and gave each of them a book by a European and American architectural master. He also didn't forget to bring a gift for Lin Lou's roommate.

If it were something else, Ma Yong and the others might still try to avoid it, but these books are urgently needed by them at the moment. Currently, these books have not been translated in China. They have only heard the names of these masters and some simple ideas and sporadic photos of their works in the "History of Western Architecture" class.

I want to find more information to deepen my understanding of these architectural masters, but I can't find any at all. There is a lack of information on this topic nationwide. It's hard to come by, and no one is willing to give up.

"I bought a whole set, one for each person in your dorm. After you finish reading, we can exchange them and read again!" Lin Qiao understood their feelings very well. Wasn't it the same for himself when he first entered Tsinghua? A valuable reference book is definitely more precious than anything else.

In the evening, Lin Qiao slept soundly, while Avall-Green and John Walker couldn't fall asleep. As for Mike Riedel, he was carried back, already drunk.

The next day, Linlou slept until noon before getting up. Qi Baocheng took them to the Friendship Hotel again, planning to take them to Donglaishun for lamb hotpot at lunch. This time, John Walker and the others had no appetite for tasting the food.

I used the excuse of craving for Western food to solve the problem at the restaurant of the Friendship Hotel. Then, I eagerly waited for Mr. Lin to initiate the negotiations, but he remained calm and did not mention the negotiation at all. "You have traveled all the way from the United States. As the host, I must invite you to visit my home," he said.

The reason was very compelling, and the three of them couldn't refuse. At the same time, they also wanted to see something from Mr. Lin's house, so they went to the courtyard.

Lín lóu led them around the courtyard, introducing them to his thoughts on designing this house and evaluating the opinions of several great architects. The names of Bèi Yùmíng and the academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences reached their ears, and the expressions of John Walker and others became more serious.

When visiting Lin's studio, John Walker saw the drawings on the desk and asked, "Lin, is this your new project?"

"Yes, the drawings have been completed. The government attaches great importance to this project and plans to complete the construction within three months. This will be the world's first building project designed entirely using computer software. Mr. Bei has already promised that once the project is completed, he will recommend it to American architects. I put the drawings here, waiting for your response."

Upon hearing this, John Walker couldn't care less about who should speak first and be in a disadvantageous position in the negotiation. He immediately said, "Lin, let's talk about business, shall we?"

Thank you for the tip from Gu Yueqing.
Chapter 158 Negotiation

Alvaro-Green did not blame him. He was well aware that Linlou was using this method to put pressure on them, but they really couldn't bear it. In Bei Yuming's article, this software only completed part of the construction drawing design, which has already attracted attention in the American architecture community, and Bei Yuming's firm even started to install the software.

If this news were to be released, architectural firms across the United States would all know that this software can complete the majority of design and drawing work, and that's a completely different concept.

Many venture capital firms have already taken notice of this software. If we wait for another three months, even more companies will come rushing over, waving bigger checks to collaborate with Lin Qiao. By then, they will have no say in the matter as their capital will be insignificant compared to these large companies.

Can this project let American architects know that they have no doubt that I. M. Pei once advertised for them, so naturally they can do it again. John Walker and others have done their homework before they came and know Pei's position in the American architectural community. No magazine refused his articles.

Especially when I.M. Pei just won the Louvre renovation project, his reputation reached its peak. Before the Second World War, European countries, especially England and France, regarded the United States as nouveau riche. In fact, Americans themselves see themselves this way, so starting from the railroad tycoon Vanderbilt, they have always tried to use money to marry European aristocrats to elevate their social status and cultivate a sense of nobility.

This social atmosphere continued until after World War II, when American soldiers, as saviors, landed on the European continent and improved the situation after sleeping with countless European girls using nylon stockings and chocolate.

And now, the most treasured gem of the French, the Louvre Palace, has actually invited an American architect to design its renovation, which has made Americans extremely proud, believing that they have completely surpassed European and American countries in terms of culture, and subsequently brought the name of I.M. Pei into the architectural community.

With such a figure willing to advertise for CAD, it will definitely become a hot topic. Moreover, China has always been a synonym for backwardness and isolation in the minds of Americans. Now, a Chinese architect has actually completed the world's first building project entirely designed by computer software, which is even more sensational.

Aval Green has anticipated that this news will definitely cause a sensation in the United States, and the name CAD will also become well-known.

So he not only did not stop John Walk, but even invited him to negotiate with Lin Lou immediately. "Mr. Lin, our visa is not long, so let's make good use of our time for negotiations!"

"Alright, let's head back to the Friendship Hotel first. I'll go ask them to see if we can apply for a conference room. If it goes smoothly, we might be able to have the negotiation in the conference room the day after tomorrow!" Lin shrugged, "Sorry, but China is still quite backward, and there are not many hotels with well-equipped conference rooms. That's why many foreign guests choose to have their business negotiations in the conference rooms of the Friendship Hotel. Being able to get a conference room within three days is already quite good."

"The IT company has always emphasized vitality, with a completely different working style from those conventional business firms. We don't need such serious occasions. I think this place is great!" "Will the negotiations only start the day after tomorrow? When can we expect to see results?" Avall-Green firmly refused.

"Wouldn't this be too casual? We are going to talk about big business!" Lin pretended to hesitate. Yes, this involves a multi-billion-dollar big business.

"It's okay, that's just how the computer industry is. I think we could negotiate here. I'll go start the stove, and we can chat over tea. Oh, and I also made some coffee!" Lin Qiao and Lin Lou then began to play good cop, bad cop.

After a while, everyone moved to the tea room downstairs. Two cups of green tea and three cups of coffee were served. The negotiations officially began, and John Walker spoke first, "Mr. Lin, our company is very interested in this software and intends to purchase it for $30,000! Of course, if you are not satisfied with this price, we can continue to discuss!"

"$30,000," Linlou shook his head and smiled. "Gentlemen, if your goal is to make a purchase, then there's no need to discuss. I'll accompany you to have a good time in Beijing for a few days, and then send you back to the United States!"

"Mr. Lin, thirty thousand dollars is already quite a lot..." John Walker still wanted to insist.

Lin Qiao interrupted him, took out a check and placed it on the table. "My brother worked as Mr. Bei's assistant, and in just over two months, he earned this much. And he has spent far more than two months on CAD. If the purpose is always the same, then I will sell this software for $30,000, just as you said, $30,000 is already a lot..."

Two months to earn thirty thousand dollars? Do architects make that much money? If I had known earlier, I would have studied architecture instead of computer science. George Riedel was a little stunned.

John-Walk and Avar-Green looked at the silent check, the zero on it was so glaring, although it's not their bottom line yet, in front of an architect who can earn thirty thousand dollars in two months, sixty thousand dollars and thirty thousand dollars didn't seem to make much difference.

"Okay, we can cooperate!" Avall-Green came up with an alternative plan.

"How would the cooperation work specifically? Of course, if it's about exclusive sales representation rights, adaptation rights, etc., we don't need to discuss it." Lin Lou seemed a bit more interested than just now.

You've shut me up again," Avar-Green's mouth, which had just opened, closed again. This is exactly what he wanted to say, and doing so would still allow him to monopolize most of the profits from this software.

"Alright, Mr. Lin, can you share your thoughts? You brought us over from the United States, so clearly it's not just for entertainment. This indicates that we have a certain basis for cooperation. We both need each other!" At this point, John Walker had calmed down and decided not to beat around the bush with Mr. Lin, opting for a direct approach.

Decisive, knowing how to put pressure on the other party in adverse situations, possessing the basic qualities of a leader of a startup company, Linlou secretly praised in his heart, then nodded and said, "Yes, although many venture capital companies have approached my brother, I still only invited you to come to China."

"According to my idea, I want to establish a new company with you all. My brother and I will invest in this software, and together we will expand and develop it. As the most successful graphic design software in the world, it's not enough to rely solely on the two brothers."

Thank you for the touching support of the first tear, I owe an additional five chapters for the update, let's make it six chapters.
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"If that's the case, we can give you 30% of the shares," John Walker and Ava Green whispered in consultation before giving a response.

Being able to get 30% of shares in Autodesk is quite a lot. You should know that Autodesk will expand into a company worth hundreds of billions in the future, with the highest shareholder return rate among all software companies, even surpassing Microsoft.

But that's just later. In the future, Outek will continue to go through multiple rounds of financing, continually diluting the shares. Even if you now have 30%, in the future, there may not be much left. Although this is enough to make Linlou a billionaire, as someone who has been reborn, it's not worth it to have put in so much effort just to become a billionaire.

"So, can you explain the reason for giving away 30% of your shares? I don't think this is a reasonable share for us," Lin said while shrugging. "After all, you are just a small company with total assets of only $60,000."

If it weren't for the fact that I temporarily can't go to the United States, and my goal is not commercial operation, as well as the fact that I can't promote and sell CAD solely relying on Linqiao's efforts, I wouldn't cooperate with you.

"Ling, whether a software can sell well is not just about the quality of the software. It depends on whether it meets the market demand, whether there is the ability to market and promote it, and whether it can find suitable sales channels, etc. These are all crucial factors. I admit that your software has a certain potential, but it is still difficult to judge whether it can achieve commercial success. We have the capability in this area to help this software succeed," Aval Green said.

"I don't think it's as exaggerated as you all are saying. Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei's studio has already adopted this software, and according to feedback from several architects, this software can help them save a lot of time and avoid many troubles. For example, in the past, when using hand-drawn blueprints, it would be a huge problem if the blueprints were lost or damaged."

"But now, there's no need to worry about these at all. If the drawings are lost, they can be retrieved from the computer's archives and reprinted without any impact on the work. This is also a major advantage of computer-aided design."

"With so many advantages, CAD is bound to spread in the field of architecture and then expand into industrial design, advertising design, and other fields. This software is sure to be well-received in the market."

Lin waved his hand to interrupt John Walker's interruption and continued, "As for promotion, I already have a systematic plan in place. Mr. Bei has agreed to assist me. Once my new project is completed, it will surely become a hot topic in the construction industry, allowing more people to understand the benefits of CAD."

"Furthermore, there's no need to worry about marketing channels. Mr. Bei is good friends with Wang An, the founder of Wang Laboratories. He is willing to recommend my software to Mr. Wang An, and have this software placed in Wang Laboratories' stores for sales. He is even considering collaborating to launch a small commercial computer specifically for architecture, industry, and advertising design."

It's also thanks to Bei Yuming's good temper and his willingness to mentor younger generations. If he had encountered someone with a temper like Louis Kahn or someone as sharp-tongued as Koolhaas, even if there was a chance, he would not have had much confidence in persuading them to collaborate on the project.

Perhaps it's a common trait among artists, but many world-renowned architectural masters often have quirky temperaments. Ieoh Ming Pei is one of the few exceptions, known for his modest character and adept social skills, which have been important factors in securing numerous projects.

After listening to this, although John Walker and Ava Green still maintained their smiles, it was obvious that their smiles were somewhat stiff. They originally thought that Lin Qiao had only recently arrived in the United States and that Lin Lou had been in China all along, so they lacked this ability, but they did not expect that the other party's performance seemed to be better than their own.

"In terms of the software itself, this software actually has quite a few flaws," John Walker could only change the subject and bring up some technical issues with Mike Riddle.

It was Lin Qiao's turn to respond this time. Just like the others, he responded fluently and was not at all lacking in technical knowledge. As the questions from John Walker and Mike Riddell dwindled, Lin Qiao began to ask in return, "The current software must be imperfect. So, regarding the next version, how are you planning it?"

"No, no, no... The functionality you mentioned is not what designers urgently need," Lin argued against their suggestions, then revealed a little of his own plans for the next version. These features are very simple and not difficult to implement, but they will be a significant improvement for architects.

"We've talked enough for today. Let's take a break and continue our chat tomorrow!" John Walker was a little overwhelmed and had to pause the negotiation.

During dinner, they seemed absent-minded as well. Upon returning to the Friendship Hotel and having drinks at the bar, they could faintly hear words like CAD and investment. Glancing over, they saw some smartly dressed white men, which made them even more nervous.

"We have to make concessions. Our biggest resource doesn't carry as much weight in their eyes. On the contrary, finding another similar project won't be so easy!" Avaar-Green made a judgment.

John Walker looked at the foreigners and nodded slowly. Yes, even if our negotiations with them fell through, they wouldn't lack partners for cooperation. But it would be very unlikely for us to find another investment opportunity like this.

So, by the time the negotiations rolled around the next day, they increased the shareholding percentage for the Lin brothers. Seeing the opportunity, Lin also presented his own proposal, "I will take 20% of the shares, my brother will take 25%, and I will issue a power of attorney authorizing my brother to exercise the voting rights of my portion of the shares."

This is almost the limit. If we ask for more, they won't agree. Their network and professional skills are still very useful, but Lin added another point: "In the future, if there is financing or equity transfer, we have the right of first refusal!"

Lin Lou will definitely continue to make money in the future, and the company will also go through several rounds of financing. John Walker will leave in the future, and this is a good opportunity to expand the shares.

Another fierce debate ensued, and John Walker and Ava Green finally relented, saying, "Alright, we'll do as you say!"

"The shares need to be adjusted. The money is all put up by my younger brother, and the idea is also his. So, I will take 15%, and my younger brother will take 30%!" However, Lin Qiao expressed opposition, and on his strong insistence, it was finally changed to 25 for Lin Lou and 20 for him.

Beijing Yu Ming's lawyer drafted the contract, and both parties signed their names. After it ended, Friedman secretly said to Lin Lou, "Lin, consider yourself owing me one!"
Chapter 160 Going Home

John Walker and Ava Green actually met the foreigners at the Friendship Hotel bar, arranged by Lin Lou through Friedman. Although it was a small trick, it was quite effective.

They both temporarily fell into a cognitive bias, never expecting that Linlou could find people to act in the play, and actually thinking that those people were from a risk investment company rushing over from Fengsha Road.

"No problem, after they leave, I will take you to eat some delicious food." This foodie's hospitality is impressive, just treat him to a few meals.

"Lin, you should drop out of school like Bill Gates and come to the United States to start a business with us. Continuing to stay in school is truly a waste; you will definitely become a millionaire!" John Walker said, keeping the contract safely.

Millionaire, you are underestimating this software. The five of us here will all become billionaires. Linlou replied with a smile, "I'm more interested in architectural design."

Once everything was settled, everyone felt relaxed. Over the next two days, Lin took them to visit the Great Wall and taste various delicacies of Beijing. As promised, he also gave them a few bottles of Moutai. Even though there was still time for their visas, they couldn't wait to return to the United States and start their business operations early.

"Lin, you need to come back as soon as possible. Your brother has some great plans for the next version, and we should finish it as soon as possible!" John Walker reminded Lin Qiao before boarding the plane.

"Next week I will be going back. It's almost time for the most important festival in China every year, and I must go home to spend it with my family. After the festival, I will fly back immediately!" Lin Qiao has already booked a flight from Nanjiang City to Hong Kong, and then a connecting flight from Hong Kong to San Francisco, on the second day of the Chinese New Year.

Having seen them off, Linlou and Linqiao should also go home. They returned to the quadrangle to bid farewell to Mayong, but unexpectedly, Chen Dejiang also came.

"Boss Lin, Happy New Year! I'm giving you New Year's greetings in advance! I don't have anything special to give, just some pastries from Daoxiangcun and bread from Yili Food Factory. Take them back home to taste something new. Also, I've come across some old items recently. Take a look and see if you like them." How could someone like Chen Dejiang ever forget about the New Year?

Isn't this just coming over to give gifts? Brought some old furniture, as well as some porcelain and jade items. Nowadays, construction materials are in short supply everywhere, and Chen Dejiang's brick and tile factory business is exceptionally booming. However, the current price of antiques is not very high. Linlou estimates that filling his courtyard with antiques wouldn't cost much money.

I want to learn from Yang Rui, buy several sets of quadrangle courtyard houses in the capital, Beijing. On one hand, I can renovate them as practice, and on the other hand, I can use them to store various valuable items such as old furniture, antiques, calligraphy and paintings, stamps, as well as future items like jade, tea, etc. Buying these things now won't cost much, but in the future, the returns could be thousands of times greater.

"You came just in time. If you hadn't come, I was planning to visit your house early tomorrow. This is the TV my brother brought back from the United States. Take one back with you, and there are also some cotton boots for your sister-in-law, a watch for you, and a stationery box for our nephew!" Lin also gave him a lot of things.

He thinks Chen Dejiang is a good person and they can work together in the long term. Therefore, he needs to pay attention to their personal relationship, having received so much.

Chen Dejiang was a bit excited. I just gave him a few pieces of old furniture, and he returned an imported television. I really made a big profit! But I can't be too greedy. Since the brick kiln is closed for the Chinese New Year, I'll take the opportunity to find more things for him.

The next day, the brothers arrived at the train station together. Although it was the peak season for travelers, Qi Baocheng still managed to get them soft sleeper train tickets, and also arranged Lin Lou's return ticket for him.

The train clattered along for more than a day, finally arriving in Nanjiang City. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying were already waiting outside with the company car. Together, they loaded the belongings into the car and returned home.

"Linchu, you go ahead and get busy. I'll come pick you up tomorrow!" The company driver happily walked away with the imported cigarettes Linchu had given him.

"You said you would come back and you did, but why bring so many things! Let me see, both of you brothers look thin. Are you not eating well at school?" Jiang Yunying's eyes were a little red, she missed her children very much after being away from home for so long.

"Mom, when I went to Beijing, I was 72 kilograms, but now I'm 75 kilograms. I've gained 3 kilograms! It seems that I've gained weight there!" Linlou said with a smile.

Then he and Lin Qiao started to unpack things together, "Mom, come and take a look at this silk scarf, it suits your temperament the best; Dad, when you wear this tie, you look particularly spirited..."

"How much does this cost? Even though you two are earning money, don't spend it recklessly. You'll need it to get married in the future!" Although Jiang Yunying said this, she was secretly pleased.

"There's something I haven't told you yet. I have been working as an assistant to Mr. Bei and received a bonus of $30,000! Since commission is a bit unfamiliar to them, I simply counted it as a bonus. And then my brother developed a commercially valuable software. Now the two of us are partnering with Americans to start a company!"

Lin Lou took out the contract and said, "So now we are the big bosses, this amount of money is nothing! You can just use it with peace of mind!"

"Thirty thousand dollars! Our city of Nanjiang only brought in a little over twenty million dollars of foreign investment last year, and that's mainly because of our coastal location and numerous overseas connections. How did you manage to earn thirty thousand dollars in just a few months?" Lin Shengbin felt like his brain wasn't sufficient.

"Mr. Bei is undertaking a project with a starting design fee of at least one million US dollars, so my taking three thousand US dollars isn't much at all. Plus, that's really nothing in comparison. Once my brother's software takes off, we'll be able to earn even more money! So you can feel free to spend the money without worry."

"Ah, I consider myself mentally agile at work, able to keep up with the latest trends. But listening to you two, I feel like my brain isn't enough." Lin Shengbin shook his head and sighed after hearing the two brothers talk about collaborating with John Walker.

"If they have the ability, they are still our children. However, the policy is not clear at the moment. Don't spread the word about your cooperation with foreigners in starting a company, and don't mention the USD bonus. Just say that you bought these with your manuscript fees!" warned Jiang Yunying.

After finishing dinner, the family sat in the living room watching the new television and chatting about recent events, until they each went to their rooms to rest at eleven o'clock.

Early the next morning, the driver Xiao Zhao from Lin Shengbin's unit came with the car. Every year before and after the Chinese New Year, the unit would send cars to take the staff and officials around the area back to their hometowns, which could be considered a kind of benefit.

Today is the day when Lin Shengbin's family returned to their hometown. They packed the trunk full and drove south to Nanjiang City. After more than two hours, they arrived at Lin's ancestral home.

???? In the previous chapter, there were some diverse opinions. After carefully reviewing it, I realized that I didn't explain it clearly. I didn't specify the resources of the former owner of the Outek Company. First of all, the subsequent versions cannot be completed by one person alone. John Walk and Riddell and their team are all very skilled programmers. It would be very difficult to find someone as good as the protagonist's brother.

Next, they are familiar with the processes and rules of the IT industry in the United States, and they also have connections. They have no problem managing the overall situation, but they will need them to handle the detailed operations.

The main thing is that the protagonist and the protagonist's brother are both unlikely to obtain citizenship. In the United States, it might be difficult for a foreigner, especially a Chinese national, to hold a controlling stake in a company.

The company Ou Teke is just not well-known, but if you replace it with Microsoft, it would be much easier to understand. It's obviously impossible for a Chinese person to control Microsoft.

Actually, writing this storyline is firstly to introduce the history of software design, and secondly, to let the protagonist achieve financial freedom. I have covered enough up to this point, and in the future I will not write too much commercial content, and will focus mainly on architecture.

Thanks for everyone's enthusiastic comments.
Chapter 161 Building a New House

"A car is coming, look at the car! Oh, it's a small car!" Just as the car approached Qianhu Village, a group of children ran out. Cars are rare here and the village is not close to the highway, so any passing car attracts the attention of the children.

"Zhixue, slow down, be careful not to fall!" Lin Shengbin hurried to ask the driver to slow down, then got out of the car and greeted the children. Linlou and Linqiao also got out of the car and handed out candies to them.

"Thank you Uncle Xiaoqiao, thank you Uncle Xiaolou!" The Hai Dong clan was quite powerful, and people placed great importance on respecting their elders, so even the children knew how to address others with respect.

The saying goes that the youngest son of the family will have elders. Grandfather Lin Chongli of Linlou was the youngest son in his family, so the brothers Lin Qiao and Linlou have a high seniority in Qianhu Village. When they ran around the village in split-crotch pants, adults would call them little uncles.

The world of learning values respect, and the Lin family in Qianhu Village currently uses the ranking system of their ancestors. Lin Shengbin belongs to the Sheng generation, so Linlou and Linqiao belong to the Ri generation. However, during their birth, it happened to be a period when there were some taboos against such things, and Lin Shengbin also worked in a state-owned enterprise, so they did not use the ranking system.

When it comes to it, Lin Zhiling, Lin Zhiying, Lin Zhixuan, and so on all have to be called Uncle Lin, um, actually there is a Lin Zhiling in Qianhu Village, just not so tall and good-looking.

"Uncle Shengbin/Shengbin brother is back!" At this moment, the adults from the village also came out and greeted Lin Shengbin, "Didn't Xiaoqiao go abroad? Why did he come back for the New Year?"

"Haha, the world is vast, and the biggest event is the Chinese New Year. Even if he went to the moon, he would still have to come back for the New Year!" Lin Shengbin joked.

"Uncle Qi has been waiting at home for a while, you guys should head back quickly. I'll come find you later!" Everyone knew that Lin Shengbin was eager to reunite with his family, so after exchanging a few pleasantries, they left with the children. The car continued along the village road and soon arrived at the doorstep of their old home.

The house in my hometown is not big, but still retains some features of Haidong traditional dwellings. The most typical feature is the swallowtail ridge on the roof. It is made of the main ridge in a curved shape, with both ends curling up like a crescent moon and splitting into two at the end, resembling the tail of a swallow, hence the name "swallowtail ridge."

This set of house is very old, with the walls peeling and discolored. Lin Chongli and Linlou's grandmother is standing at the front door, watching them. When she sees the children getting out of the car, she can't stop smiling and says, "After waiting for so many days, you have finally come back."

"Grandpa, Grandma! We miss you so much. There are some matters at school this year, but we will definitely come back earlier next year!" The brothers approached and warmly greeted their grandparents, holding their hands.

"Studying is important, studying is important! Have you eaten this morning? The food is ready, and there are fish balls that you all love. Eat more later!" Lin Chongli said cheerfully.

"Dad, Mom!" Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying also greeted them together.

"Well, I'm back." In China, it has always been the tradition for grandparents to have a closer relationship with their grandchildren. Lin Chongli was especially affectionate towards his grandson, only nodding at his son before looking towards the back and saying, "Zhao Shi, I'll trouble you again this year. Come in and have a seat."

"Are you doing well, sir! Let me wish you good health and prosperity!" The driver also approached, and the group went into the house together to have a meal, where fish balls naturally appeared on the table.

Fish balls are a famous product of Haidong Province, made mainly from fish, lean pork, and dried shrimp. The snowy white fish balls, each the size of a walnut, float in steaming hot soup like scattered stars in the sky. Because of this, overseas Chinese call it "Seven Star Fish Balls."

The color is pure white, with a refreshing and sweet taste. It feels smooth when bitten and has a great elasticity. Grandma Lin has been making fish balls for decades, so the taste is naturally excellent. The Lin brothers have not tasted the delicious food made by their grandmother for a long time, and they finished the whole bowl of fish balls cleanly.

"There's still more! I'll go and cook for you!" Since her grandson was able to eat and drink well, the grandmother naturally felt happy and joyfully wanted to serve them more.

"I'm full, I'm full. Actually, half a bowl would have been enough, but Grandma's fish balls are just too delicious. Even though I'm full, I still want to eat more," Lin Qiao hastily stopped her grandmother.

"The small tower may be fine in Beijing, but can the small bridge adapt to life on the other side of the United States?" Grandpa then started to care about the lives of the two children.

"It's fine, meat is cheap in the US, I eat chicken legs every day!" Like all children away from home, always just saying good things, not wanting to worry their family.

After the meal, the driver Xiao Zhao took his leave as he still had to go and drop off other people. The relatives in the village also knew that they had just returned home and needed to rest, so they did not come to disturb them and wanted to have a chat with their family.

The two brothers unpacked the gifts they brought back, connected the TV and washing machine to the power source. Linlou climbed up the tall tree at the front door and set up the antenna, while Linqiao took out various pastries and snacks.

"You guys spend money everywhere. We are old, and we can't handle these new things. Why waste money on them?" Although they kept complaining, the two old people were actually very happy, as they were now watching a local drama on Haidong TV.

After tidying up, Lin Shengbin said the plans he had already made, "Dad, mom, this time coming back, I want to renovate the house. It should have been renovated long ago, but the two kids needed money for school, and I don't have much ability to earn big money, so it got delayed! This year is good, your two grandsons are capable now, and we don't lack money for renovating the house. Let's discuss with the village during the New Year and start working at the beginning of the year."

"Throughout one's life, there's never a time when money isn't needed! Xiaoqiao is about to graduate, Xiaolou will be done in a few years, both kids will be getting married, and there will be plenty of places for you to spend money! Dowry, wedding banquets, clothes, jewelry – everything requires money! Don't waste it once you have some. We are used to living in this house and don't want to move!" Lin Chongli directly refused.

When people get old, they tend to not care about their own lives and only hope that their children and grandchildren have a comfortable life. Now that they are city dwellers, why bother renovating the old house in their hometown?

Your grandson makes enough money in just two months to marry ten wives. Lin Shengbin murmured in his heart, while Lin Qiao and Lin Lou also chimed in. Lin Lou detailed the income from the book's manuscript to his grandfather, while Lin Qiao mentioned the substantial amount of US dollars he earned in America.

"Grandpa, grandma, would you also give us a chance to show our filial piety? Since I am studying architecture, I can design a house for the two of you to live in. How does that sound?"

"My child is capable now! He can even build a house for me!" Hearing this, the two elderly sighed with relief. "Great, then we will listen to you and see what kind of house my child can build for me!"
Chapter 162 Three Spacious Rooms

After a while, relatives came over one after another, and then we started cooking, drinking, and then went to relatives' homes to pay New Year's visits. We didn't have time to discuss the plan until the evening.

"It's much easier with you around. Otherwise, I would have to consult with someone else. What kind of house do you plan to build?" Lin Shengbin looked at Lin Lou and said, with a child studying architecture, there's no need for others to worry about it.

"Since it's for Grandpa and Grandma to live in, we should definitely follow their preferences. I think we should build a three-room traditional house, but we shouldn't stick entirely to old-fashioned methods. Adding some new materials and designs would be better! Of course, we should respect the residents' habits when building, and not just consider our own ideas."

This is the house built for our grandparents. Lin Lou doesn't want them to have to use an umbrella when they need to go to the bathroom like the owner of the long house in Ji.

"Three large houses, this is a bit expensive, isn't it?" Lin Shengbin was taken aback. He had originally planned to demolish the old house and rebuild, at most adding one or two more houses. He didn't expect Lin Lou to suggest three large houses right from the start.

The so-called "cuo" is a term unique to the dialect of Haidong Province, which refers to the place of residence as well as the house. "Da cuo" refers to a residence with two or more entrances, and the official style "huanggongqi" cuo is the most famous and common.

Since the Jin and Tang dynasties, the migration of clothing and headwear to the south brought with it the architectural culture of the Central Plains. The collision and integration of the ancient culture of the Central Plains and the indigenous culture of the coastal areas have formed the exuberant and exaggerated architectural culture of the coastal dwellings, characterized by bold shapes and enthusiastic color decorations.

The design of a Sanjianzhang House originated from the ancient Citong Port and gradually spread to other areas in the eastern part of the province. Its layout consists of three sections: the first section is the Lower House, which includes the main gate, entrance hall, and lower room; the second section is the Upper House, also known as the Upper House, which includes the main hall and the master bedroom.

The two compartments are called the "head of the juts", "the head of the rough", and "the head of the corner"; the descent, the top drop and the head of the juts form a courtyard called a deep well, and the front of the descent is a stone platform called a platform. If a third advance is added behind the top descent, it becomes a large house with five bays, and the additional advance is called the rear drop. If a long house facing east and west is added to the left and right sides of the residence, it is called a "protective residence" or a "protective dragon".

The five-room house is a bit too big. The Lin family doesn't need such a large space as they have a small number of people. It feels too empty for the two elderly people to live in, so three rooms would be just about right.

This layout is somewhat similar to the layout of a Beijing quadrangle courtyard, but it is quite different in detail. After opening the wooden door, you have to pass through the patio, which serves the purpose of ventilation and lighting, and can be used as a resting and sun-drying area.

The overall layout emphasizes the contrast between bright halls and dark rooms. Unlike the halls in the northern regions, the main hall does not have walls, and features an open layout with the Buddha statue and offerings placed in the center, while calligraphy and paintings are displayed behind the altar.

The enclosed courtyard space is the primary space form on the first floor, and the courtyard between the upper and lower levels is a space for casual conversation after meals, a space for children to play and frolic, and a space for adults to repair and sun-dry fishing nets. It is an ambiguous space between private and public, which is a major feature of Haidong dwellings.

When it comes to building materials, red bricks and red tiles are preferred, emphasizing the facade, giving the mansion a more artistic atmosphere. The varied brick art highlights brick carvings, stone carvings, wood carvings, porcelain carvings, and many other decorations on the mansion, of course, not without the prominent feature of the swallowtail ridge in Haizhou dwellings.

"Since we're going to build, it has to be done well. Let's use the dividends from the brick and tile factory that was given to me, and you and mom can add some more. It should be enough." Lin couldn't pay for the building alone, his parents would definitely feel awkward that way.

Linlou took out paper and pen to sketch, "I will try to maintain the old-fashioned style of the three-room Zhangda house, and make some adjustments in details. Enlarge the windows, use large pieces of glass so that the indoor lighting can be better. This way, grandparents can see clearly inside the house. The living room inside can be changed to have large floor-to-ceiling windows..."

Unlike modifying a siheyuan in Beijing, this time the Linlou did not elevate. Firstly, because rural homesteads are relatively spacious compared to the cramped spaces in the capital, this kind of design is not necessary for the time being. Secondly, the two elderly people are not convenient to go up and down the stairs.

The village currently does not have running water, but it's okay. We can connect to the pipeline first and then build a small water tower on the rooftop. We can use a water pump to draw water from the well, so grandpa doesn't have to carry water every day.

The wiring route of the electric wire also needs to be prepared in advance, so that in the future, electrical appliances such as air conditioners and water heaters can be gradually added to the home. This will make life much more convenient.

It's okay if the elderly don't know how to use it. Just hire someone from the village to take care of them. In this kind of village where the extended family gathers, there will be no mistreatment of the elderly. If rumors spread, their whole family will lose face in the village.

As he watched the sketch gradually take shape, Lin Shengbin sighed, "If this house were built, our family would be the number one family in Qianhu Village. When I retire in the future, I also want to come back and live here."

"The old house doesn't need to be demolished first. Let's find a piece of residential land nearby, build a new house, renovate it, and then move in directly. Obtaining residential land in the countryside is not too difficult now."

"Okay, that's fine. Let's just build next to the old house. There's open space nearby. I'll talk to your third uncle about it tomorrow." Lin Shengbin nodded. Lin's third uncle in the village is the village chief, and the two families have a good relationship, so it's just a matter of a few words.

The next day, Lin Shengbin went to visit relatives, while Lin Lou stayed at home to draw the renderings. After finishing the drawing, he showed it to his grandparents, who were very surprised and said, "This is such a good house, how much would it cost?"

"Don't worry, we have plenty of money in our family now! Take a look and see if there's anything else that's not quite right, I'll make the adjustments slowly," Lin Lou persuaded them for a while, finally convincing them and explaining the intentions behind the designs, while making adjustments based on their lifestyle habits.

Soon, the whole village knew that Lin Shengbin's family was going to build a new house. Everyone came over to see the rendering drawn by Lin - a beautiful and spacious three-room house that dazzled the relatives.

"Uncle Yao, you are truly blessed to have such a successful son and grandson. You and Auntie Yao should enjoy your time at home from now on!" The admiration and praises from everyone made Lin Chongli and his wife couldn't stop smiling.

Lin Chongli has a high seniority and is kind-hearted. Lin Shengbin and his wife also often help their relatives with things. Their family has always had a good reputation in Qianhu Village, and there have been no troubles caused by building a new house.

The big guys are all very enthusiastic about signing up, saying that they must come to help when the construction starts. Almost immediately, the team for building the house was selected.

Linlou estimated that he would use this time to finish drawing the plans, and then explain to them. When he returned home for the summer vacation, he would be able to live in the new house.

Time has passed quickly, and in the blink of an eye, it's already New Year's Eve. After a busy day, the New Year's Eve dinner is finally ready.
Chapter 163 First Prize

In the New Year's Eve dinner of the people in Haidong, there are several dishes that are absolutely indispensable; one is the "long year vegetable", which refers to spinach or mustard greens, symbolizing "peace and longevity". It should not be cut into pieces, must have both the head and the tail, and every person must eat a stalk.

The second is blood clam, which is also a unique custom in Haidong, symbolizing prosperity and wealth in the coming year. There is a saying in Haidong that "clam shells bring in money", as it is said that clam shells used to be ancient shell currency (clam shell money). Therefore, people in Haidong have a tradition of cleaning and scattering leftover clam shells under the table or bed, and only cleaning them up on the fifth day of the lunar new year.

The third is rice cake, which sounds like "year high", implying prosperity year by year, and an increase in living standards year by year. At the same time, meatballs (round), fish balls (round) are also eaten in the New Year's Eve dinner with family gatherings, known as "three yuan", which means a harmonious family reunion; In some places, it is pork rib soup with meatballs, meaning "close family reunion".

Fried oysters symbolize "gather gold and silver", radish is essential as its pronunciation in the local dialect is "菜头" which implies good luck, tofu sounds like "wealth", representing abundance and prosperity, chicken brings great fortune, and fish symbolizes surplus every year.

Spring pancakes (thin pancakes), also known as spring rolls, are a leftover dish every year. Because of the variety of fillings and the wrapping of the dough, it symbolizes family reunion. It is also customary to eat sugarcane, symbolizing "sweetness at every step, a good year every year".

The Lin family's economic situation has seen a dramatic change this year, so the New Year's Eve dinner is particularly sumptuous. Everyone gathers around to eat and watch TV.

The official Spring Festival Gala was not held until 1983. However, in 1979, a New Year's Gala was already held, and the song "A Toasting Song" became a memory for many people.

This year, it is a program co-hosted by CCTV and Guangdong TV. The program was prerecorded in advance and then broadcasted on New Year's Eve. Ma Ji's Crosstalk made Linlou laugh uncontrollably.

"Here, this red envelope is for Xiao Qiao, and this one is for Xiao Lou." Lin Shengbin started giving them red envelopes. While giving out the red envelopes, Lin Shengbin felt a bit awkward because now Lin Lou was making much more money than him, and Lin Qiao had started earning US dollars in the American company. In comparison, his own salary was indeed quite low.

However, the two brothers didn't care about these things and happily accepted the red envelopes, just like in previous years. No matter how much money they earned, the New Year's lucky money is always different.

Stay up late together until midnight, welcoming the new year. At the exact moment of midnight, households all start to set off firecrackers, open their doors to welcome the spring and bring in good luck. This is called "Jing Tian Gong," commonly known as "Kai Zheng."

At this moment, the more firecrackers a family sets off, the better their life is. And in Qianhu Village, it naturally was Lin's family whose firecrackers lasted the longest.

After setting off firecrackers and returning home to sleep, in the morning, people of all ages, both men and women, got up one after another. They washed up and put on the new clothes that had been prepared in advance. The whole family had breakfast, consisting of noodles with eggs. Peeling off the egg shells signifies eliminating bad luck, welcoming auspiciousness, while the noodles symbolize longevity and prosperity.

After breakfast, they go out to visit neighbors and relatives, greeting each other with smiles. When meeting for the first time, they must exchange congratulations, which is called "He Zheng," which is also a way to send New Year's greetings, lasting until the Lantern Festival. When guests visit, they should offer candies, preserved fruits, or sweet tea to make the guests "enjoy some sweetness" and to symbolize a sweet start.

Early on the second day of the lunar new year, Xiao Zhao came over in the company's car again. Lin Qiao is flying today, and Lin Shengbin naturally expressed his gratitude, "Xiao Zhao, I'm really sorry to trouble you to make a trip during the holidays!"

"It's okay, it's okay! It's fun to hang out and drink at home. It's good to go out for a change... Oh, Mr. Lin, you're too kind! I haven't finished the gift you gave me last time!" Xiao Zhao was actually quite happy because every time he visited, he could take home a gift, especially imported goods, which he could show off to his relatives and friends.

Especially this time, the scarf that Lin Lou prepared for him is an imported one. With this, he will definitely win the favor of his girlfriend, and maybe they will get married this year. He looked at the English letters on the packaging box and felt extremely happy.

"Grandpa, grandma, they don't have a holiday for the Spring Festival in the United States. I have to go back to school, so I have to leave first. I will definitely spend the Spring Festival with you two next year when I graduate! Take care of yourselves!" Lin Qiao said goodbye to his grandparents, then got on the car with Lin Lou. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying were going to visit relatives and didn't go to see them off.

However, it wasn't until the car disappeared from the village entrance for a long time that they reluctantly turned their gaze back and began visiting relatives with gifts one by one.

Here, Linlou and Linqiao discussed several important matters that need to be addressed after returning to the United States. Linqiao is now a shareholder and no longer just a technical staff. The things he needs to grasp are much more complex than before.

Fortunately, John Walker is a relatively simple technician, not a businessman like Zuckerberg. Otherwise, Lin Qiao might not be able to handle him. With the deep impression left from the last negotiation, it can be expected that they don't need to worry too much before the venture capital company invests in them.

Lin Qiao left by plane and he still has to transfer before reaching San Francisco. Lin Lou, on the other hand, continues to ride in Xiao Zhao's car back to his hometown, finishing the drawing while celebrating the festival.

Nowadays, the Spring Festival holiday only lasts for three days, but there isn't much going on before the fifteenth day of the first lunar month. It's alright to stay at home for a few more days. It wasn't until the eighth day of the first lunar month that they returned to Nanjiang City.

Lin Shengbin went to work, and Jiang Yunying went back to the school to check on the students who stayed behind and brought some food for them. Many students couldn't afford to go home for the Chinese New Year because the train tickets were too expensive, so the school also arranged for the teachers to visit the students.

Lin Lou brought the drawings to the Nanjiang City Institute. Designing a construction project is not something that only architects can accomplish. It also requires the help of structural engineers, electrical and water engineers, and HVAC engineers. Although this is a small project and the related aspects are not too complex, Lin Lou could handle it himself. However, having professional help would naturally be better.

Ma Gong and Lv Xiaohua warmly welcomed the arrival of Lin Lou and quickly agreed to help. They promised to send professionals to provide guidance when the project construction begins, with Lin Lou's only task being to help draw a few renderings.

Lin Lou is busy with the three large houses for his grandparents, while in another city, another student, Qin Kai, who is also studying in a well-known architecture department domestically, is anxiously looking at his uncle.

His uncle Fang Tianyue frowned and looked at Qin Kai's work, "Your work is considered good among your peers, but it might be a bit difficult to win the first prize in the national university architectural design competition."

Calculate the additional chapters, tipping for fifteen more chapters plus three more, double the chapters for subscription is twenty more, monthly tickets for three more, adding up to forty-one more, that's a lot.
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"The merit of your work lies in its well-functioning architecture, clear visitor pathways in the park, and excellent consideration for the visitor experience. However, the architectural style is somewhat outdated. Ten years ago, or even five years ago, it could have been considered a good piece of work. But now, as domestic architecture is learning from advanced foreign concepts, it's difficult for such work to win favor with the judges," Feng Tianyue made a brief comment.

"If I were to judge, perhaps I could give you a second prize. The hope of winning first prize seems a bit slim." Fang Tianyue is a senior member of the Architectural Society and also a judge for this national university architectural design competition.

"We have only recently started the reform and opening up. The teachers themselves haven't fully grasped these concepts, let alone the average students. Your expectations are too high, aren't they?" joked Qin Kai's father, Qin Shan.

"Exactly!" Fang Tianyue didn't deny this, "From what I've seen so far, the majority of the works are not as good as Xiaokai's. At his age, reaching this level is already very impressive. At least he's better than I was at his age!"

"Xiao Kai, go out and play with your cousin. Your uncle and I have some other things to discuss!" Qin Shan ushered Qin Kai out of the study and started talking to Fang Tianyue about other matters while drinking tea.

After waiting to hear Qin Kai take his cousin out, he started talking about Qin Kai's job again. "Oh my, time flies so fast. Before I knew it, Xiaokai is already working."

"I'm paying attention to this. Since Xiaokai wants to continue working in architecture, whether it's in the provincial institute or the city institute, as long as there are openings, I will try my best to inquire and strive to secure a spot for him. My nephew's job is a big deal, and naturally, Fang Tianyue will put in the effort."

"Xiao Kai wants to go to the Provincial Procuratorate, and I've also used some connections to inquire." Qin Shan works in a government department just like Lin Shengbin, and he is sociable, with abundant resources in various aspects. Previously, he had helped Fang Tianyue a lot with these connections.

"The provincial procuratorate is indeed short of staff, but as you know, our province has good economic conditions, so the selection of talents is not limited to the local area. Universities like Southeast University and Tsinghua University will also be contacted to try to attract some graduates to come back. If it's just competing within the province, Xiaokai doesn't need to worry, but compared to these universities, Xiaokai's school is still a little bit lacking."

"So I was wondering, is there any way to help him get the first prize? With that, it'll be much easier for you and me to approach others," Qin Shan asked in a low voice.

With this award, it will be much easier to speak in the future. Even if it's a graduate from the architecture department of Southeast University or Tsinghua University, so what? I haven't seen them win this award, have I? My child can win an award, that means he's better than them. It's definitely not wrong for you to admit him.

"The idea of the Provincial Institute of Design is quite good, but it's not easy to recruit students from Southeast University and Tsinghua University!" Fang Tianyue is working in another city and is not very clear about the idea of the provincial design institute. This is also the first time he has heard of it.

"However, your idea is correct. The National Architectural Society attaches great importance to this competition, and the standard is quite high. If Xiaokai can win first prize, it will be very beneficial for his future career development, whether advancing in his career or overall future prospects." Fang Tianyue naturally wants his nephew to have a good future.

Moreover, this is also a good opportunity to repay favors. Although we are family, it's not appropriate to owe too many favors. He began to seriously consider, "The chairman of the judging committee for this competition is President Jin, but President Jin is very busy and will just be a figurehead. The actual judging will depend on others. There are also a few members of the judging committee that I know. I'll talk to them when the judging begins!"

"The first prize this time is not just one, Xiao Kai's level is not bad, there is still hope with effort!" Fang Tianyue pondered about his relationship with the judges and wondered how many he could persuade.

If it were an ordinary person, hearing these words would definitely make them happy. However, Qin Shan has handled many tasks for people and has asked for help many times. He knows that having hope alone is far from enough.

"Tell me about the situations of these judges, I will ponder on it carefully!" He knew that it wouldn't work to just rush to seek help at the last minute, so he listened attentively to Fang Tianyue as he described the situations of the judges he knew.

Even takes out a small notebook to record, and ask a few questions from time to time, and finally looks at the records on the notebook, analyzing the cities and units where these judges are from, as well as their age, level, personality, preferences, and other factors.

"Is this Mr. Wu from Yangzhou? I once helped the director of the Yangzhou Construction Bureau a little, so I can ask him to introduce me." Qin Shan had already figured it out. Fang Tianyue and Mr. Wu only had a casual acquaintance, and it might not be easy for him to help with such a big matter. It would be much easier for Qin to directly contact the local relevant authorities."

"Jiang likes calligraphy and painting, right? Someone in our unit has a painting by Qi Baishi, and he happens to want me to put in a good word for him when dividing the house. I'm sure I can buy it with some money! When the time comes, you put in some effort and go to give it to Jiang."

"Lv Gong's child has been unemployed since returning to the city and lost money trying other people's business. It's not a big deal. I will get some money orders for him. Once he gets back on his feet, I will visit him again. I don't think Lv Gong will be able to refuse."

Qinshan has this ability. He can plan things properly based on the simple information provided by Fang Tianyue, making people willingly help him.

Fang Tianyue felt uncomfortable when he heard this, as he was a very traditional technical person who preferred to communicate using technical means, and did not really appreciate such unconventional methods.

But who made Qin Kai his nephew, and over the years, Qin Shan has helped him handle a lot of things with his savvy. Besides, if this matter doesn't work out, his own sister will blame him. So he had to agree, "Okay, I will pass by Jiang's place on my way back to the unit, so I'll just drop by!"

"Then I'll trouble you with that. I'll bring the train ticket to you later. As for Wu and Lv, Qin Shan plans to visit them himself. If he can build a relationship with them and other judges, that would be even better."

The next day, Qin Shan started making phone calls and doing various preparations. Then, regardless of the fact that it was still Chinese New Year, he took his things and got on the train to pave the way for Qin Kai's future.

Stayed in Yangzhou for a few days, settled things with Jiang, then Qinshan immediately took the train and traveled 800 kilometers to Jincheng to find the child of Lü and gave him the remittance, and also explained some insider information to him. Watching Lü's child proudly buy things and go home, he then went to visit him.

By the time he finished his work and returned home, he had already missed the Lantern Festival, and Lin Lou was now on the train heading back to school.
Chapter 165 Back to School

With the clatter of the train, I fell asleep and woke up to find that I had already entered Hebei. After grabbing a bite to eat to fill my stomach, I heard the announcement of the upcoming station on the radio. The passengers in the carriage began to pack up their things.

After arriving at the station, Linlou greeted the passengers in the same train carriage, then pulled the suitcase out of the station. The wheels rolled on the concrete floor, making a clattering sound, attracting the attention of the surrounding passengers who were leaving the station. Nowadays, pulling a wheeled suitcase out of the train station is even more stylish than driving a sports car down the street.

After exiting the station, Lin Lou was about to walk towards the bus station when he saw a red Datzun Sunshine parked on the side of the road with the words "taxi" on its roof. Lin Lou hurried over to the window and asked, "Do you go to Tsinghua?"

"I charge 1.40 RMB for a kilometer!" the driver reminded him. Lin Lou was initially a little dismissive, but when the driver saw him dragging his suitcase, he quickly got out of the car, helped him put the suitcase in the trunk, opened the back door for Lin Lou to get in, and then quickly ran to the front and started the car. "You're going to Tsinghua, right? Get comfortable, we'll be there soon."

Taxi drivers, especially those in Beijing, are often talkative. Once they start the engine, they will start chatting, "Are you a returned overseas Chinese? Are you heading to Tsinghua for some business?"

Linlou has been mistaken for a overseas Chinese not just once or twice. He couldn't be bothered to argue with the driver, so he changed the subject, "Riding in your car is much more comfortable than taking a taxi."

"That's right! Our car is imported from Japan, it's much better than those Russian cars! The company only imported several dozen cars in January, and because of my good driving skills, I got mine exchanged, while others are still driving those gas cars! Let me tell you, this car is so comfortable to sit in, it's smooth and doesn't make my back ache. I haven't had back pain for a long time!" The driver was indeed distracted and started to show off his new car.

Then he transitioned to the changes in taxi fares in Beijing. Previously, the fares were not based on distance traveled, instead, small squares were drawn on the city's traffic map, with each square corresponding to a distance of approximately 0.8-0.9 kilometers. The base fare was 1 yuan for four squares, and an additional 25 cents for each extra square.

Why use such a strange charging method? It was a last resort. At that time, although there were already meters, some of them were unusable due to damaged parts, and some were not accurate in calculation, so we had to use this method to make up for it.

The current taxi industry is quite a respectable job. Drivers are not affected by wind and rain. Although the fare needs to be handed over to the company, many passengers taking taxis now are foreigners. They are used to giving tips to drivers, sometimes even in US dollars. This can be a significant source of income.

However, the golden age of taxi drivers had not arrived yet. After 1984, individuals could also drive taxis. They could buy a car, go through the procedures to get a license, and start their own business without the need to pay any kickbacks. Just refuel every day, and it's not unusual to earn a few thousand yuan a month. It would take less than a year to recoup the investment.

This makes taxi drivers the envy of many, especially those with urban hukou, who are highly sought after in the marriage market and have no problem marrying flight attendants.

Throughout the journey, I chatted with the driver and before I knew it, we had covered more than 20 kilometers. When we arrived at Tsinghua University's entrance, the driver stopped and quickly got out of the car to help me collect my luggage. After that, he handed me his business card and said, "If you ever need a ride in the future, just give me a call a day in advance and I will be sure to be there waiting for you on time."

This is quite convenient. It's not very convenient to always rely on Qi Baocheng to drive, so Linlou accepted the offer. After asking a few questions, he found out that the number on top was the company's phone number. Nowadays, there are not many customers who can afford to take a taxi, so booking a car is also a very important source of revenue.

Dragging the suitcase back to the dormitory, the other seven have all arrived, and now they are sharing specialty products brought back from their hometowns in the dormitory. When Lin came in, Ma Yong smiled and said, "Finally everyone is here. Let's go to the house in Xiaolou and have hot pot. The three of us have already bought everything and we are just waiting for everyone to arrive!"

"I'll go and call Xu Yingxue and the others." Su Zhongming went out, while the others brought the specialties of their respective hometowns and headed towards the courtyard of Linlou in a grand procession.

As soon as I entered the yard and took a look around, despite not having been here for nearly half a month, everything inside was still clean. The computer and the TV even had an additional set of cloth covers on them.

Xing Ruhua scratched his head, feeling a bit embarrassed as he said, "Last time Xiao Hong came over to bring me some food, she saw that and then sewed a few covers and brought them over. I heard that other people's TV sets all have them, which can prevent dust and such, so I accepted them. If you think they don't look good, I can ask her to sew a few different patterns."

Oh, you've managed to whisk the girl into the house. Well done, young man! I hope you're not up to any mischief in my house, are you? Linlou chuckled to himself.

Nowadays, appliances are rare and precious items, so people naturally want to find ways to protect them. As a result, various types of covers have emerged. Unlike in the future, people were not as casual about it. Therefore, Lin Lou also expressed understanding and gratitude.

"By the way, how well have you guys learned CAD? I might need your help in a few days!" Linlou asked. Before leaving, he demonstrated the use of CAD to Mayong and others, encouraging them to study on the computer as much as they wanted.

Although using a computer for drawing is much more convenient than hand drawing, it is still physically demanding. If I could find a few people to help me, it would be much easier.

"Learning it. I have mastered some basic functions!" Ma Yong said, while muttering in his heart that he feels a bit hurt watching the electricity meter running fast every day. This thing consumes too much electricity, right?

"That's good. After tomorrow's report is finished, I need to go to Houku High School to see if the process is completed. If it's done, then we need to continue with the design. I will need your help at that time." With these words, some repetitive tasks can be assigned to them, and Lin just needs to do the final check.

This is also the norm in architectural firms. The main architect is only responsible for creative work, and others naturally take care of the tedious tasks. If you rely solely on yourself, you'll exhaust yourself to death.

"Xiaolou, can we also learn from it?" Wenxuan and others eagerly looked at the computer and asked. Nowadays, the computer is a synonym for high technology in people's minds, and everyone wants to learn when they see it.

"No problem, I'll go to the computer science department to find some basic materials for you, teach you the basic knowledge first, start practical operation after you've learned, and then learn computer drawing! Who would still complain about having more people to work? Lin would rather have his roommates learn CAD early, so they can help him with all the repetitive tasks."

No problem with more people, we can always ask Lin Qiao to help us buy more computers.

Thank you patty_h2o and 何时不再迷茫 for your tips. The current debt is 15 additional updates + 3 additional updates, doubling the updates for subscriptions is 20 updates, and 4 updates for monthly tickets, totaling 42 updates.
Chapter 166: New Semester, New Look

"Come on, everyone help set the table, we'll be able to eat soon." Ma Yong, Su Zhongming, and Xing Ruhua went to the kitchen and brought out the dishes they had prepared, using the money they earned from their part-time job during the winter vacation.

"Oh, there is also wine. Eating hot pot and drinking wine on a cold day, the taste is simply too amazing!" The other classmates thanked the host while taking plates and arranging them on the table.

The three of them had an unmistakable smile on their faces. Coming from humble backgrounds, they rarely had the opportunity to treat others to a meal before, and always felt indebted to others. Now, they were finally able to reciprocate, and the knot in their hearts was finally untied, making them feel particularly relaxed.

They advanced their salaries before the Spring Festival, bought some New Year goods, and asked the train attendants to help bring them back with the money, so that their families could also have a good New Year. Now they still have some extra money to treat them to dinner. When they work for over a month during the summer vacation, they can also provide more support to their families. Just thinking about these things makes them feel relieved.

Oh, if it weren't for Xiaolou's introduction, we wouldn't have had such a good opportunity. Just going to the train station to help carry luggage wouldn't earn us this much money. They are also very grateful to Linlou.

Lin Lou did not stop them either, he knew that sometimes accepting gifts from others is also a kind intention. Seeing everyone enjoying the food, Ma Yong, Su Zhongming, and Xing Ruhua showed relaxed and joyful expressions.

After finishing their meal and returning to the dorm to rest, the next morning, Lin went to Houkou Middle School. Before coming, he had already contacted Principal Gao, Gu Weimin, and Liu Tong, and arranged to have a meeting during the day and to attend the class meeting at the school in the evening.

"The procedures here have been quite smooth. Although the education department had some doubts about this new type of classroom, after seeing Comrade Xiaolin's proposal and receiving support from the school teachers, they agreed. Now, we can proceed directly with the preliminary work such as leveling the land, and once Comrade Xiaolin's construction drawings are ready, we can start building immediately according to the plans," Gu Weimin explained the recent situation.

"I have coordinated the materials and can guarantee timely supply. For the construction aspect, I have contacted the municipal construction committee, and they have arranged a skilled and experienced construction team. They have already begun learning the flying model technology mentioned by Comrade Xiao Lin, and have successful cases. With such a team in charge of the construction, they can definitely complete the task quickly and efficiently."

During this time, Liu Tong has not been idle. In order to keep the world's first project entirely designed by computers in Beijing, he hardly rested during the Chinese New Year."

"The school has also done some preliminary work, such as clearing the roads and temporarily expanding the cafeteria. Once the workers arrive, we can start construction immediately," said the university president urgently.

"Before I went back home during the winter vacation, I taught CAD skills to several classmates who also stayed on campus during the Chinese New Year holiday. They have been practicing diligently and are now basically proficient. Starting from tomorrow night, I will start drawing construction plans and strive to complete them before the initial stage of the project is completed and pass the review. It is not necessary to mention that Ma Yong and his colleagues did not go home for the New Year in order to work part-time."

After the completion of the construction drawings, they cannot be directly handed over to the construction team for construction. Instead, they need to be submitted to the relevant department for review. The construction drawing review institution accredited by the competent construction authority shall conduct a review of the content of the construction drawings related to public interests, public safety, and mandatory standards for engineering construction, in accordance with relevant laws and regulations. This process is called drawing review.

This is also to ensure that there will be no problems with the construction drawings, so as to avoid substandard building. If we only rely on the design and construction parties, who knows what kind of mess will be created in order to complete the project as soon as possible.

"The construction drawings for structures, hydropower, HVAC, and landscaping will be completed by teachers from our school. They are also learning CAD drawing technology and will ensure to complete the work on time. Jin Qiuxiang and Li Qingxi can practice using the school's computers. After all, the computer rooms are also available during the winter vacation. They are also very interested in this new technology and are learning it with dedication."

"That's fine, but why do we have to wait until tomorrow night? Can't we start during the day?" Gu Weimin asked, eager for Lin Lou to bring out the drawings as soon as possible.

"Tomorrow is the first day of school, even though Commissioner Wu has approved my leave, I still need to go and meet the teacher, right? Otherwise, it would be embarrassing." shyly said Lin.

Otherwise, when the exam comes, the teacher will take a stroll in the exam room, take a look, and be surprised to see a classmate whom they have never seen before. This seems a bit inappropriate.

Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and President Gao were all taken aback for a moment, then they all laughed, "Oh, we always forget that you're just a freshman! Alright, after meeting the teachers and greeting them, you can focus on drawing."

"Please also report the names of your classmates. Since they have done the work, they should be paid. We will need to calculate their workload and they will also be eligible for any bonus." Gu Weimin took out his notebook to prepare to record.

Linlou reported the names of Ma Yong and others, and then discussed some other details. After having lunch in the back storeroom, he returned to school.

Go to the quadrangle and take some local specialties from Nanjiang City. Then go to Mrs. Xie's house to pay respects to her in her old age and discuss this year's study schedule. French classes still need to be attended.

Mrs. Xie tested his spoken language and nodded in satisfaction, "It looks like you didn't idle away your winter vacation at home, you must have practiced as well, right?"

"Well, I have brought all the textbooks you gave me." When he was in Nanjiang City, Lin Lou also sought the help of a French teacher from the Foreign Languages Department of Nanjiang University through Jiang Yunying’s connections for tutoring. Although his level was still inferior to that of Ms. Xie, it was sufficient for teaching beginners like Lin Lou.

Accompanied an old lady for dinner, Lin Lou returned to the dormitory and went to the classroom with his roommates for a meeting. Zhou Ruiqiong gave a usual talk on some new semester and new atmosphere-related topics.

Linlou is contemplating below, he currently has the design for Houku Middle School's teaching building at hand, and he may also be involved in the upcoming work at Xiangshan Restaurant. These two tasks will take up most of his time, on top of his daily teaching, leaving him with little free time.

However, he still hopes to take on a new project, which depends on whether there are suitable opportunities. The initial stage for an architect is always challenging, especially since he is only a freshman. Unless it is a special case, gaining others' trust and obtaining a project is not an easy task.

But I have already made a better start than Tadao Ando and Zaha Hadid. I believe there will be such opportunities, and I hope to find a project that is larger and better suited for my skills than the Gakushuin University Middle School.
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Chapter 167 Who Is the Teacher

"Teacher, I'm really sorry, but I would like to ask for a leave from you!" After class, Lin Lou hurried to the teacher Xu Jiaping, who teaches "Fundamentals of Architectural Design II", to talk to him about taking a leave. Although Wu has already informed the chairman, he still feels it's better to personally speak with the teacher.

"Oh, Lin Lou, I was just looking for you! Let's talk as we walk!" Xu Jiaping packed up his lesson plans, and walked out of the teaching building with Lin Lou, heading towards the cafeteria. Along the way, they chatted about the new teaching building at Houku Middle School. When they arrived at the cafeteria, Xu took Lin to the teachers' exclusive dining area and sat down.

Ordered a few dishes, then got to the point, "Commissioner Wu has told me about your situation. I've also seen your previous design works, so there's really no need for you to attend my class. Just come for the exam later. If you don't have time, you can just submit a design work to me."

"Thank you, teacher. I will try to participate in the exam." Linlou always felt that Xujia Ping seemed to have something else to discuss with him.

"Um, hey Xiaolin, I heard that the new teaching building at Hokou Middle School was entirely designed using computers?" After chatting for a while, it was still Xu Jiaping who couldn't help but ask.

"Yes, that's right. Teachers Jin, Li, and Hu have also been very helpful! From architecture, structure, water and electricity to HVAC, all designs are done by computer." Lin now has a better understanding.

"The computer is the future trend of development. It can play a huge role in many industries." As he spoke, Xu Jiaping's face turned slightly red. "Actually... my computer foundation is okay. If you need help over there, I can go and assist!"

Xu Jiaping is feeling a little down. Why is he teaching "Architectural Design Basics II" instead of "Architectural Design Basics I"? It's so exhausting. He joined Hu Zhongping and Li Qingxi's small group last year.

Since the completion of the courtyard project, not only Lin Lou has published articles, but also Hu Zhongping, Jin Qiuxiang, Li Qingxi, and Feng Shaoping have achieved something. Xu Jiaping also entered the Tsinghua Architecture Department as a teacher at about the same time as them. Seeing that he is about to be left behind by them, how can he not be anxious?

Once the new teaching building of Houkuzhong School is completed, they will definitely be able to publish several articles again, so the gap will be getting bigger and bigger. Moreover, this is the world's first architectural project designed by a computer. As long as you can participate, it will be a heavy qualification. It will be beneficial in the future, whether it is for evaluating professional titles or other matters.

If this project were led by Commissioner Wu, it would be much easier. You could just go to Commissioner Wu's office and speak nicely. However, this time it is a freshman student in charge, and it's my own student. So Xu Jiaping feels a bit embarrassed. But then he thought, Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, they are also teachers in Lin building, they can do it, why can't I?

So there was this conversation, and upon hearing this, Linlou understood. Naturally, he would not refuse. It's always good to have more people involved. On one hand, it can reduce his workload, and on the other hand, it can help to expand his network. As a young faculty member in the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, as long as there are no major issues, in a decade or two, he would be a significant figure in the field of architecture.

"The time is tight and the tasks are heavy now. It will definitely require a lot of help to deliver the drawings in a short time. However, it's not easy to find someone who understands architecture and is familiar with computers. If Teacher Xu is willing to help, that would be fantastic." Lin Lou readily agreed, "You may have to start learning from scratch, especially in using CAD software."

"No problem! This is exactly what I came for. After finishing the study, summarizing the user experience, and writing a paper, I am sure it can be published. In the future, I will be one of the pioneers in computer-aided design research in the domestic architectural field," Xu Jiaping thought very clearly.

The construction industry is currently facing a shortage of talent. The generation of overseas students before the liberation has gradually faded, and the previous turmoil has also caused a talent gap. This group of people is considered to have caught a good time, but it is not easy to achieve great success in the construction industry, especially with the presence of influential figures like Commissioner Wu and Yang Tingbao.

To establish a reputation in the field they are involved in, it requires a long gestation period. However, it's different in the new field of computer-aided design, where there is no one dominating the field. A little effort can lead to great success.

Once the important matters were settled, Xujia Ping relaxed. After hurriedly finishing his meal, he went to the courtyard with Linlou and watched as he operated the computer, studying earnestly.

Before long, Hu Zhongping, Jin Qiuxiang, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping and Ma Yong all came over. None of them spoke, they just stood behind Lin Lou, craning their necks to look at the screen, then took out their notebooks and made occasional notes.

They were not too surprised by Xu Jiaping's arrival. They were all teachers, so who wouldn't understand his intentions? Besides, they had published a lot of articles last semester, and the young teachers in the same department had all seen them. It was already rare to have a new person arrive at this point.

Computer-aided design is indeed of great potential. Watching Lin adeptly typing on the keyboard, a construction drawing gradually takes shape. Xu Jiaping is extremely excited, as this is much faster and more convenient than traditional hand-drawing. Computer-aided drafting is definitely a major trend, and being able to catch up with this trend at the earliest opportunity will certainly lead to a promising future.

Just that Xu Jiaping is still a bit uncomfortable. In the past, it was always a certain teacher who discovered a blank area, and then led their students to explore and conquer it. Why is it that here, it has become the students guiding the teacher? Who is the real teacher, and who is the real student?

But it's just a small matter of awkwardness. Xu Jiaping quickly adjusted his mentality. As the saying goes, the one who excels takes the lead. They are the pioneers in this field, so it's only right for me to learn from them. There’s no need to be so affectatious. I don't know how many people wish to participate but don't have the opportunity.

As he thought more about it, Xu Jiaping became increasingly serious. When he encountered something he didn't understand, he instinctively asked, "Professor Lin, I didn't quite grasp the operation you just performed."

"Hmm?" Ma Yong and the others turned to look, Did you call the wrong name? Lin Lou is your student, isn't he?

Xu Jiaping had just finished speaking when he immediately realized his slip of the tongue. He felt a little embarrassed and his face turned red all of a sudden. However, Hu Zhongping quickly came to his rescue, saying, "Haha, I have always said that Linlou can be my teacher in architectural hand-drawing, and now, I have reached an agreement with Mr. Xu in computer-aided design. It seems that great minds think alike!"
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Chapter 168 Which One Should I Choose (Adding more to the heartache of the leader with the first tear)

The training came to an end, Lin invited a few teachers to the tea room for a chat, while Ma Yong and others stayed behind to continue drawing the construction drawings. Xu Jiaping looked around the room, the yellow rosewood tea tray, the Qing Dynasty official kiln tea cups, and the imported electric kettle made it all so cozy. "This place is really nice," he said.

"Teacher Xu, you are welcome to come more often in the future. It's nice for everyone to sit down and chat occasionally. In fact, we gain a lot from these interactions," said Jin Qiuxiang with a smile. The collision of thoughts does bring inspiration, and it's really great to have a place for peer communication like this.

"Definitely must come more often." Is this considered being accepted? Xu Jiaping felt quite relieved and continued to look around the room, a blend of ancient and modern yet appearing so harmonious, making one feel especially relaxed.

His gaze quickly fell on the bookshelf, and he walked over. When he saw the English title on the book spine, he murmured, "Louis Kahn's work? I don't think it has been introduced in China yet."

"It's not just the works of Louis Kahn, but also Louis Barragan, Kevin Roche, and many other great books that Xiaolin managed to get this time. They are all the works of international architects that we were not familiar with before. I flipped through them and found them very inspiring!" Feng Shaoping said.

Louis Kahn is an important figure in the development and evolution of modern architecture. His outstanding architectural theories and practices have provided important enlightenment for the emergence of postmodernism, and have played a significant role in advancing modern architecture and the rise of postmodernist trends.

The University of Pennsylvania Medical Research Laboratory at the University of Pennsylvania is a classic work by Louis Kahn. He ingeniously divided the studio, laboratory, animal research, management, and office content into four towers. Kahn creatively proposed the concepts of "primary space" and "secondary space," contrasting Mies van der Rohe's method of cramming everything into a simple large glass box.

This building also established Louis Kahn's status in the architectural world. The renowned Philadelphia School in the international architecture field got its name from here. In addition, Louis Kahn also designed classic buildings such as the Salk Institute for Biological Studies, the British Art Center at Yale University, and the Essex Library.

Compared to Ieoh Ming Pei, Louis Kahn seems more like an artist. He has a fiery temper and if clients question his plans, he will respond bluntly, which has resulted in him having only a little over ten works in his long architectural career.

Someone asked about the evaluation of Ieoh Ming Pei on Louis Kahn, Ieoh Ming Pei smiled and said, "An architect's achievements are not measured by the quantity of buildings. My fifty or sixty buildings may not be comparable to Kahn's three or four works."

Of course, this is just Bei Yuming's modesty. In fact, he has twice defeated Kahn in the bidding for the Kennedy Library and the East Wing of the National Gallery in the United States. With a diplomat-like eloquence and a slightly mysterious Eastern noble atmosphere, Bei is always able to conquer the client, while the unkempt Louis Kahn can only stand aside with his obscure theories and drawings.

However, Kang still has not changed his personality. "For those low-ability architects, architecture is just a source of making money, rather than what it should be - creating beauty and art. For me, architecture is not a business, but my religion, my belief, and a career dedicated to the happiness and enjoyment of humanity."

The master's private life is quite enviable. He has three women who are captivated by his talents and charisma, considering him not just a partner, but also a loyal follower. Together, they have given birth to a son and two daughters, showing him boundless understanding and love. His three families are only a few miles apart, and they are aware of each other's existence, but they have never met before his funeral.

Oh, by the way, Louis Kahn's English name is Louis Kahn, the correct translation should be 路易斯-卡恩, but because of his great reputation in the architectural world, this translation has been preserved, just like Marilyn Monroe.

Luis Barragán is a renowned Mexican architect in the 20th century, known for his contributions to garden landscape design. His application of light, color, and water has amazed numerous architects, leaving behind classic projects such as Barragán House and Gilardi House. He also won the Pritzker Prize last year.

Kevin Roche studied under Mies van der Rohe and later joined Eero Saarinen's firm as his principal assistant. After Saarinen's passing, Roche's first design was the Oakland Museum, where he introduced a unique concept of a series of low concrete buildings occupying four city blocks, divided into three levels, with each level's platform serving as the roof for the level below, creating a novel garden roof museum that became Roche's signature design.

The magazine "Contemporary Architects" commented on Roche as follows: "He has demonstrated a method of designing specifically for particular circumstances, resulting in unique individuality and diverse styles in his designs."

He will receive the Pritzker Prize next year, and the year after that it will be Zaha Hadid's turn to win the award.

Xu Jiaping quickly flipped through the works of Louis Kahn, Luis Barragan, Kevin Roche, and others. The radically different architectures in the books excited him, and he kept saying, "Compared to them, we are really far behind. Before seeing these images, I could not believe that architecture could be like this!"

"Yeah, I feel that our architectural history course, especially the history of modern Western architecture, needs to be quickly updated. The current students are still learning about the concepts of Le Corbusier, Gropius, and others. It's not that their ideas are bad, but people like Louis Kahn, Kevin Roche, and others have already developed new concepts. It's our responsibility to introduce these new ideas to the students," Hu Zhongping raised his voice.

"Perhaps we can collaborate on editing a book on the history of modern foreign architecture?" Xu Jiaping immediately realized another opportunity. This was a monograph! If he could write a monograph and make it a widely used textbook in architecture departments across the country, then he wouldn't need to worry about his future status in the field of architecture, would he?

"It's doable. In reality, it's not difficult to implement. The history of foreign architecture before the 1950s has already been summarized by someone. We can reorganize the existing information and for the architectural masters after the 1950s, there aren't many. We can find their representative works, translate them, summarize their personal resumes, architectural concepts, and classic works. That should be enough," Linlou said. "If we find a few more people and work efficiently, we might be able to finish it in a year."

"Then let's do it!" Xu Jiaping blurted out, but quickly became entangled in a dilemma. He still had teaching duties and it would be difficult to juggle both projects. Which one should he choose?
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Chapter 169 Too Many Opportunities

The 1980s was definitely the golden age for architects. There were plenty of opportunities for both designing and academic research. It goes without saying that the field of architectural design flourished during this time. As for academic research, for a long period before this, architects' writings and theories were criticized as being too focused on fame and fortune and were labeled "one-book theory," leading to a lack of sufficient academic publications for a long time.

And now, this trend has finally changed, the architectural community is first preparing to compile and publish the research results of the late masters, such as "The Collected Works of Liang Sicheng" and "The Collected Works of Liu Dunzhen", which are currently being organized and will soon be published.

Some architects who have not yet let go of their research in the past have also begun to compile their achievements into books. For example, Chen Zhihua, a professor of architectural history in the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, published "Foreign Architectural History" last year. However, his work is still not perfect, and the architectural concepts and masters' explanations from the 1960s and 1970s abroad are not clear.

And some young and talented architects are beginning to shine, such as the associate professor at Tianjin University, and future academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Peng Yigang. He was preparing his book "Architectural Space Combination Theory", and two years later he would be promoted to full professor based on this book. In 1985, he served as the convener of the fourth disciplinary assessment group of the Academic Degree Committee of the State Council in the field of architecture.

Some architectural professionals are busy translating the works of foreign masters. However, due to a lack of channels to understand Western architects, and the extremely high cost of academic monographs in Europe and the United States, their research funds are extremely tight, making it difficult to buy as many books at once as Lin Lou.

So, as soon as Xu Jiaping saw so many original English architectural theory monographs, he immediately realized their value. Lin Lou also strongly supported this. In the 1980s, except for a few areas, China was in a catching-up position in most academic fields, and researchers who were proficient in foreign languages had an advantage at this time.

Whether it is translating foreign works brought back from overseas or translating instruction manuals for foreign equipment, writing a few articles about your experiences using them can earn you a considerable academic reputation.

If this book can really be compiled, it can help domestic students understand advanced foreign concepts and also enhance one's academic reputation. Moreover, it doesn't take much effort. Why not do it?

More importantly, Lin has ambitions that are not easily expressed at the moment. If the architectural design is only excellent, he can at most become an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. However, if he can produce significant achievements in academic research, there is a chance for him to enter the Chinese Academy of Sciences and become an academician, even gaining the rare title of a dual academician of both the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering.

Up until his rebirth, there were only a total of thirty-four double academicians in all research fields nationwide, and there was only one in the field of architecture, Member Wu. If he could become the second, it would be quite an achievement.

"Actually, when I asked my brother to buy these books, I had this idea. But considering that it would be too difficult to accomplish such a task on my own, I thought it would be much easier if a few teachers were willing to help. Lin Lou put the books here for this purpose, and now that someone has spoken up voluntarily, he has voiced it out."

"During the winter vacation, I also made an outline. I will go get it and ask the teachers for their corrections." Lin stood up and went to his study. He had bought these books himself, and the outline was his own arrangement, so the leader naturally should give it to me.

When he was studying, he had a clear understanding of the research and summary of the history of modern architecture from the 1950s to the 1980s, so it was easy for him to write the outline.

I brought it over for the teachers to have a look, and they didn't have much to say. In reality, they couldn't give any opinions. Many of them have only heard the names of the masters, or have seen a brief introduction in journals and magazines. How could they give their opinions?

"I'll go ask Commissioner Wu first, and then when Mr. Bei arrives in a few days, we can go together to see him and get some advice on the outline. Let's prepare for that now! I know you're concerned, so I've asked these two experts to review it. If they approve, then there won't be any issues."

"Wu has rich experience as a member, and Mr. Bei has good relationships with many European and American architects. With their help, we can be more confident about this book." Xu Jiaping became even more conflicted after hearing this.

"I can help translate the works of Luis Barragan, summarize his resume and ideas," Li Qingxi raised his hand. Barragan is famous for his courtyard landscape design, and it's not surprising that Li chose this natural area, as he is also a landscape designer.

"I'll go with Luis Kahn then. I'm quite interested in his ideas on architectural functional zoning," Xu Jiaping thought. Right now, he couldn't afford to consider so much. Regardless of how busy he was, he needed to grab the job first. If he missed this opportunity, he'd surely regret it for the rest of his life. He could bear a bit of hardship for a while if needed.

Eat a little bitterness when you are young, and you will be able to enjoy happiness in the future. If this were said in the era of Linlou, people would definitely scold you, but now, hard work can indeed lead to social mobility.

Other people each chose one or two masters' tasks, then Hu Zhongping smiled and said, "Xiao Lin, you have to write more. Besides the outline and introduction, Mr. Bei's content definitely has to be written by you. Whatever you need to write, just ask Mr. Bei directly."

"We still have a shortage of people, and translating academic monographs is already difficult, let alone so many at once? If any of the teachers have friends who can help, it wouldn't hurt to ask for their assistance." Lin Lou also wants to take this opportunity to get to know more young architects.

"My classmate works as a teacher at the Beijing Institute of Architectural Engineering. His English is pretty good, so I invited him over this weekend for everyone to meet and get to know him," Feng Shaoping said.

"The progress of modern architecture in Japan is very rapid. If there is a chapter about this, I have a friend from Tianjin, and his Japanese language proficiency is very high," Jin Qiuxiang said.

"That's natural. There must be content related to Kenzo Tange and Kisho Kurokawa. Kenzo Tange designed the main venue of the Tokyo Olympics, the Yoyogi National Gymnasium, and won the Pritzker Prize in 1987."

And Arata Isozaki, a second-generation Japanese architect and a student of Kenzo Tange, is known as one of the "three masters" of Japanese architecture alongside Fumihiko Maki and Tadao Ando. His works can be found in various countries including Europe, the Americas, China, and Southeast Asia, and in a few years, Tsinghua University will also appoint him as an honorary professor.

After discussing for the whole evening, the next day Lin went to Commissioner Wu's office. Before he could say anything, Commissioner Wu said, "Today I am planning to have a meeting to discuss the Beijing urban planning proposal. Lin, you should join us too!"

Linlou is a bit confused. There were so many opportunities in the 1980s, right?

There's still this afternoon.
Chapter 170 Urban Planning

"Don't be nervous, just listen carefully today." Lin Lou sat next to his senior brother Zhong Jintai, looking around at the well-known figures in the domestic urban planning field and government leaders. The level of the meeting was still very high.

This meeting will discuss the future development direction of Beijing City in the next ten years. Lin Lou is feeling a little excited. He never expected to have the opportunity to participate in such a major project. Although Zhong Jintai may think that Commissioner Wu only invited him to learn more, just like with the Xiangshan Hotel, if he can clearly point out the problems, Commissioner Wu and the others will not ignore it, will they?

This plan was not finalized until 1983. With still over two years to go, it is clear that there must have been a lot of controversy during that period. I have plenty of time and opportunity to make a difference.

Before this, Beijing had several urban planning schemes, including the Balanikov Plan in the early days of the founding of the People's Republic of China. Balanikov was a Soviet urban construction expert.

He proposed to develop heavy industry to increase the proportion of the working class population. The capital's administrative center will be built around the square, with the first batch of administrative buildings to be constructed south of East Chang'an Street, the second batch to be built to the right of Tiananmen Square, and the third batch to be built to the left of Tiananmen Square, extending from West Chang'an Street to Fuyou Street.

Baranikov believes that while Beijing may not have large industries, as a capital city, it should not only be a place for culture, science, and the arts, but also a city with a large industrial base.

This plan has aroused opposition from domestic experts such as Liang Sicheng and Chen Zhanxiang, who have raised a series of questions. How is it possible for the already overcrowded old city to accommodate a sudden increase of 600,000 population?

If dormitories are built outside the city for the population of 600,000, who commutes to the administrative center of the old city every day for work, how much additional time and energy consumption will be required for the round trips each year?

If we build dormitories for them nearby in order to save energy and time, how many residents of the old city will need to be relocated? What will be the huge cost of relocating the displaced residents to new homes, plus the cost of demolishing old houses and building new ones for administrative staff within the city?

Then they formulated the famous "Liang Chen Plan," the main content of which was to expand to a moderate location to the west of the Princess Tomb outside the old city, to the west of the Altar of the Moon, and to systematically build the administrative center of the Central People's Government; construct a new central axis in the administrative center, and build a business district in the southern part of the administrative center; provide supporting residences in each area to reduce traffic; protect the ancient city of Beijing as a whole, focusing on the renovation, repair, and utilization of the buildings in the ancient city to highlight their cultural and historical value.

The Liang and Chen plan failed in the competition with Soviet experts, and in the end, Beijing's urban planning was carried out according to the general plan proposed by Bazarnikov. Many years later, various urban ills and the influence of certain ideologies have bestowed a sacred halo upon the "Liang and Chen plan." Many people who know nothing about urban planning and history now highly praise this plan.

However, upon careful consideration, both the Baranikov Plan and the Liang Chen Plan are actually imperfect. It is evidently inappropriate for the capital to bear the burden of industrialization in the eyes of future generations. Even in later years, Beijing has diminished the function of an economic center, and re-established itself as a political center, cultural center, international exchange center, and a center for technological innovation.

The proposed plan to move the government center westward by Liang and Chen does not solve the current traffic congestion issue. In reality, no matter how the metropolis, which is home to more than 10 million people, is planned, it is impossible to solve this problem.

Liang Sicheng at the time believed in Le Corbusier's "Radiant City" and the functionalist urban planning of the "Athens Charter," which advocated separating commercial and residential areas, complete separation of administrative functions, functional zoning, replacing city blocks with closed communities, and promoting transportation, etc.

Regardless of whether this kind of planning is reasonable for the early cities of China, in the 1960s, the international planning community had already largely abandoned this functionalist approach to urban planning, believing that it would stifle urban vitality and not conducive to the development of vibrant urban life. Even in the United States, there is now reflection on this urban model. Therefore, Liang Sicheng's planning ideas are not truly ahead of their time.

In addition, during the early days of the founding of the country, out of the 2.4 million people in Beijing, about 1/8 were unemployed. Without industrial development, how to solve the employment issue? In fact, this is the fundamental reason why Soviet experts opposed the Liang-Chen plan: the plan only considered the protection of cultural relics, but did not consider the practical issue of meeting the employment needs of the citizens.

Furthermore, traditional wooden architecture in China, such as city gates, requires occupancy and constant maintenance. If the temples and ancient buildings in Beijing were completely closed off and only a few professional personnel were allowed to protect them, the result would be human absence and rampant infestations of pests, rendering the protection efforts ineffective. It would be impossible to come up with the funds for meticulous protection under such circumstances.

In the field of urban planning, especially in this rapidly developing era, there is no plan that can last for a hundred years. The planning schemes need to be adjusted almost every ten years.

After that, Beijing went through several rounds of planning and reconstruction, including the key points of the "Draft Plan for Reconstruction and Expansion of Beijing" in 1953, the preliminary plan for overall urban construction in Beijing in 1957, and the "Beijing Overall Planning Explanation" in 1958.

Since 1958, large-scale discussions on urban planning had come to a standstill until the reform and opening-up, when the task was taken on by Wu, a leading expert in urban planning in the country.

The meeting began, and Delegate Wu started to expound his ideas. Delegate Lin listened attentively, and compared to the previous proposal, Delegate Wu's plan had undergone a radical change.

The general idea is to define the nature of Beijing as "the national political and cultural center", and no longer mention "economic center" and "modern industrial base".

Expanding outward from the old city, a dozen or so relatively independent new areas have been developed in the suburbs, along with the old city to form the urban area of Beijing. Green belts or continuous high-yield farmland have been preserved between the old city and the new areas, as well as among the new areas, creating a "dispersed cluster" layout for the urban area.

Gradually renovate the old city, delineate the old imperial city area as a key protected area for cultural relics and historical sites. Within 250 meters of the walls of the Forbidden City and Jingshan Park, generally only two to three-story buildings (with a height of less than 9 meters) are allowed to be constructed. In the areas outside the 250 meters of the old imperial city area, typically only five to six-story buildings (with a height of less than 18 meters) are permitted to be built. The main building heights in the entire old city are generally four, five, and six stories.

This plan is a great improvement over the previous one, but it still has some issues.
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Compared to the previous planning scheme, this version is undoubtedly an improvement. For instance, it explicitly states that the scale of industrial construction in Beijing must be strictly controlled and no longer pursues the status of an economic center. It also readjusts Beijing's urban positioning, strengthens urban greening, and emphasizes the protection of historical and cultural heritage cities.

However, there are still problems with this plan. The biggest issue is that it is still based on a planned economy and underestimates the development speed of the market economy. This has led to many problems in its implementation, so it had to be revised by 1990 and then the 1991 version of the urban planning plan was introduced.

For example, the plan emphasizes strict control of the population size. By the year 2000, the total population of Beijing should be controlled within 10 million. However, by 1986, the total population of Beijing had already exceeded this limit. By the year 2000, the total population had reached 13.57 million, far exceeding the planned limit.

The urban planning based on a population of ten million is naturally outdated, leading to problems such as traffic congestion, housing shortages, and a lack of public facilities.

In 1991, the population planning was readjusted, with the target set to around 13 million by the year 2000 and around 15 million by the year 2010.

The estimated population in 2000 was relatively accurate, but by 2010, the total population of the city had approached 20 million. The rapid economic development has attracted more people to Beijing, necessitating another modification to the urban planning scheme.

It can be seen that in a rapidly developing economy, it is impossible to solve all problems with a single urban planning scheme. It is already commendable to be able to plan for the development of the next ten years, and urban planning must also be adjusted at any time.

Lin Lou listened and contemplated, making notes in his notebook at the same time. He considered from which aspects he could offer his opinions. He was well aware of the future urban planning issues that Beijing would face, but persuading others was a challenge. In 1981, who could have predicted the rapid development of Beijing in the future?

So it is necessary to choose the appropriate entry point, present solid evidence, and a rigorous process of argumentation. During the discussion, Commissioner Wu even mentioned his name, "…Regarding how to meet the increasing residential needs of residents while protecting the old charm of the old city, Student Lin proposed a relatively reliable and reasonable plan."

Delegate Wu presented the rendering of the quadrangle courtyard to everyone, "Elevating the old quadrangle courtyard while retaining the original architectural style has not disrupted the original urban texture of the old city, and it can meet the residential needs. This is a quite beneficial attempt and has opened up a new path for the protection of the old city."

"Simply looking at the blueprint may not give a very intuitive feeling. Conveniently, this quadrangle is not far from Tsinghua University. After the meeting, we can all go there together to see the site and experience it. I think this kind of model can still be promoted!" said Commissioner Wu.

After the meeting, a group of people came to the quadrangle of Linlou in a grand procession. Many attendees were observing attentively. "Hmm, the height of this raised platform is just right. If it's too low, it will waste land; if it's too high, it will affect the natural light of surrounding buildings and reduce the leisure experience of the courtyard..."

"The landscape designs in here are quite exquisite. Most households wouldn't be able to afford these." Someone noticed the unique landscape artworks.

"Just by looking at the pictures and text in the magazine, it's true that it's not as intuitive as experiencing it in person. After coming in for a look, living here is indeed much more comfortable than the old-style quadrangle courtyard." Someone had seen an article about Lin Building in a journal before.

“Overall, it was indeed a good attempt. Perhaps we can apply to the city to renovate a certain alley and then determine whether it can be widely promoted! A single building and a cluster of buildings are different. Once the scale is enlarged, new problems are bound to arise, so this person's attitude is relatively cautious.”

After the visit, everyone returned to Tsinghua for a meal. The meeting came to a temporary end. After the meeting, Zhong Jintai asked, "How was it? Did you gain anything today?"

"The harvest is quite substantial. It's really difficult to do urban planning for a metropolis like Beijing!" Linlou sighed.

"Yeah, planning for a city with a population in the tens of millions and being the capital of a country, it's hard to find reference materials. There are many things that I have to figure out on my own," sighed Zhong Jintai, who has been through a lot during this period.

The two exchanged their thoughts, and Zhong Jintai casually asked, "What do you think of this plan? Any issues?" Back when Zhang Fengwen presented the design plan for the Xiangshan Hotel, he didn't actually think that Linlou could come up with any reliable opinions, after all, he was just a freshman.

There are just too many problems. There are at least a lot more problems than the Grand Hotel Xiangshan, and they are much bigger. How many people does it affect when the Grand Hotel Xiangshan has problems? How many people will be affected if there are problems with urban planning in Beijing?

But where to start? After some thought, Lin decided to approach the issue from the perspective of population, as it has the greatest impact and can also provide evidence. "Just now, I heard Commissioner Wu mention the population data of Beijing. Currently, the total population of Beijing has exceeded nine million. It will be very difficult to control the population to around ten million by the year 2000. If urban planning is based on this data, it will definitely lead to problems."

"According to historical data, from 1970 to the present, the total population of Beijing has only increased by a little over one million. If we continue at this growth rate, it is still possible to achieve the goal," Zhong Jintai countered with data.

"But the situation in the 1970s was very special. Many young people from Beijing went to other places, which led to a decrease in population growth. In the 1960s, the population only increased by just over 400,000, but in the 1950s, the population increased by 3 million! Data from special periods cannot be used as a reference."

"Every year, a considerable number of people return to Beijing from other places, in addition to the population influx for various reasons. It is estimated that in just a few years, the population of Beijing will surpass ten million. Moreover, based on the development history of major metropolises like New York and Tokyo, when the economy is in a stable development stage, the population of these metropolises will grow rapidly. This process is difficult to curb through policy measures."

Lin Lou and Zhong Jintai had a lot of discussions that day, but it's hard to say how much effect it will have. Lin Lou is not expecting immediate attention.

He continued to collect relevant materials while continuing with his daily work, and after a few days, Ieoh Ming Pei returned from the United States.
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Chapter 172 A Tough Job

On the way to meet I.M. Pei again, Lin and Commissioner Wu talked about translating academic works and compiling "History of Modern Foreign Architecture". Commissioner Wu had been busy the past few days, so Lin hadn't been able to find him until now to discuss this matter.

Commissioner Wu expressed support for Lin's plan, saying, "Your outline is well written, and I am also confident in your English proficiency. Although you are younger, with so many teachers helping, I am not too worried."

"Please correct me when the time comes!" Linlou plans to submit each part of the draft to Commissioner Wu for review. Indeed, considering his and Hu Zhongping's current qualifications, it is quite difficult to gain wide acceptance for such a monograph. If Commissioner Wu helps to write a foreword, this issue will no longer exist.

This is the advantage of having the support of a strong institution. If you were to go to a regular university, not to mention whether you could find so many excellent English-speaking and professionally knowledgeable teachers to help with forensic medicine, even if you could write the book well, it wouldn't do much to find a professor from the school to write a foreword. You would still have to take the manuscript to industry big shots like Commissioner Wu.

"Having said that, it's still up to you young people to do this kind of work. Our generation lacks the energy and ability to translate so many works. Most of the people a bit younger than us have learned Russian and are not capable of completing this task. This matter is very meaningful, so it's best to complete it as soon and as well as possible. If you need any help, feel free to come to me," Member Wu urged.

Lin Lou knew that he was being modest. In fact, Commissioner Wu will complete an English monograph in a few years. However, the tasks assigned to the experts of this generation are quite heavy, and indeed there is not enough time for it now.

When we arrived, we met with Ieoh Ming Pei, Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and others to have a meal with his team. During the meal, Gu Weimin conveyed the latest situation, "The drawings have all been reviewed and we will be able to start construction soon. According to the plan, the project will be completed and put into use by the end of this year."

The original Xiangshan Hotel was completed and opened in 1982. Now, due to the influence of the forest building, the project has been significantly reduced in scale, naturally shortening the construction period.

"This is a good thing. I also want to see the project completed earlier, but we cannot overlook the quality of construction in order to save time," Pei Zhuo Ming expressed a cautious welcome.

Then he brought up another matter, "I believe that architecture should also integrate Chinese aesthetics in an artistic way, leaving space for sculpture and painting. Therefore, it would be best to add a large painting in the lobby for decoration. When I went to France to discuss the Louvre project, I happened to meet Mr. Zhao Wuji."

Mr. Zhao apprenticed under Lin Fengmian, and after going to France, he was influenced by Western masters such as Cezanne, Picasso, Matisse, and Klee, gradually forming his own style. His lyrical abstract paintings are outstanding representatives that integrate Eastern and Western cultures, making him one of the most renowned Chinese painters in Europe and America today!

"So I would like to invite Mr. Zhao Wuji to create a special piece of artwork for the Fragrant Hill Hotel. Upon hearing that he could do something for the motherland, Mr. Zhao gladly accepted the invitation."

Zao Wou-Ki went to Paris before the liberation. Although he was famous in Europe and America, he was unknown in China. Gu Weimin and others did not take this to heart. They just felt that since he was a disciple of Master Lin Fengmian, he was indeed qualified to paint for the Fragrant Hills Hotel. Moreover, since Mr. Beck had already invited him, he had agreed.

Lin Lou was standing to the side, secretly laughing. The actual situation of this matter may be different from what Bei Yuming said. Zhao Wuji is a descendant of the Zhao Song royal family, his father is a banker, and he is in the same business as the Bei family. Both of them are outstanding Chinese representatives overseas, so they became good friends.

When I.M. Pei invited him to paint for the Fragrant Hills Hotel, Zao Wou-Ki did not agree so readily. Pei earnestly mobilized Zao Wou-Ki again, saying many times, and finally added, "Wou-Ki, our works are found in countries all over the world, except for the motherland that gave birth to us!"

Zhao Wuji was finally moved, and then the painting of the Xiangshan Hotel was created. This painting, together with the Feiyun Stone transported from Yunnan, the meeting pine in the courtyard, and the hand-woven crack-patterned carpet imitating the Ming Dynasty style, became the "Four Wonders of Xiangshan Hotel".

The banquet ended, and after talking with representatives from all sides, I.M. Pei called Lin Lou in to praise his contributions to the Fragrant Hill Hotel and the benefits of CAD software before getting down to business, "Lou, although the design of the Fragrant Hill Hotel is completed, the architect's work is not over yet."

"In the later stage, it is necessary to control the construction quality. However, I have a lot of projects on hand, especially the Louvre project, which will take up a lot of my time. I can only come back occasionally to check on it. In this case, if there are problems during the construction process, they will not be discovered in time!"

"Most of the architects in my firm are foreigners, so they might not be as fluent in communication as you are. I'm wondering if you would be willing to take on this task?" asked I.M. Pei.

Architects are not finished after just drawing the plans. They must also take on important tasks during the construction process, including inspecting and evaluating the construction site, conducting site inspections and acceptance at key stages and completion days, reviewing and processing drawings and written materials submitted by the construction team, evaluating and preparing change notices for changes during construction, and so on.

In extreme cases, architects even have the right to instruct the construction party to stop the construction and demolish and rebuild the completed parts.

This is undoubtedly a very difficult job, especially on the project of Xiangshan Hotel. Nowadays, the construction level in China is still relatively backward. In fact, even in later years, there is still a certain gap between the construction teams in China and the top level abroad in the construction of some high-difficulty projects.

For example, Tadao Ando's Poly Grand Theater in Shanghai, while it has won the Luban Prize and is indeed awe-inspiring from the outside, still has some flaws in internal details; and Zaha Hadid's Meixihu International Culture and Art Center in Changsha is not as impressive as some of her top works abroad.

This is just the beginning; more importantly, the construction management nowadays is crude, lacking a complete management process. The construction team is very tired of the strict requirements of BeiYuming, which has led to many problems during the construction.

The workers pay no attention to details during construction, and do not even realize that it is these details that showcase the unique aspects of the architectural master. They innovate and change the water flow route and size casually, move stones without distinguishing their weight, inadvertently adjusting the weight and even shape of the stones. The placement of the stones is also casual and haphazard.

This is not an easy job! Thinking about these issues, Lin Lou frowned.

Next update at 11 o'clock.
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The design of the Xiangshan Hotel is flawed, and the construction process was quite chaotic. The day before the opening, Ieoh Ming Pei and his wife personally cleaned the dirt on the marble floor, while his assistants wiped the toilets one by one.

Currently, due to Lin's intervention, many of the design defects have been reduced. However, the potential problems during the construction process still exist. It is the responsibility of the on-site architect to ensure that the construction team strictly follows the drawings.

Members of the team led by I.M. Pei are mostly Americans. They are unwilling to stay in China for a long time and are not familiar with the situation in China, making communication difficult. That's why he thought of Linlou and wanted him to take on this position.

"Um, this job requires frequent interaction with the property owner and the construction team. It might be better to arrange for someone older and more steady to handle it. At my age, not many people would be willing to listen to what I have to say!" Lin declined subconsciously.

Architects and construction teams have a cooperative relationship, but also face various conflicts. If the architect wants to manage the construction team, there are actually many methods, such as designing more irregular components to make it impossible for the construction team to work.

For example, increasing the density of steel bars, making it impossible to pour concrete. Lin once saw a project where the construction party offended the architect. The architect designed the spacing between the main beam steel bars to be 5 centimeters, including the thickness of the steel bars themselves, making it impossible to pour in the concrete. This caused a collapse of the construction party and they hurriedly applied for a design modification.

The architect directly replied that the construction should be carried out according to the drawings. However, when the concrete was halfway poured, they ran to the site to take photos and accused the construction unit of making unauthorized changes to the concealed works, demanding that the concrete pouring be stopped, making things difficult for the construction party.

However, if the architect wants to deal with the construction unit, they must gain the support of the owner. Without the owner's support, these measures will not be effective. Moreover, the design of the Xiangshan Hotel has been basically completed. It is not very possible to deal with the construction side from this aspect. We can only take our time and slowly deal with it.

"Although you are young, you have already accumulated enough experience in the field of architecture. I have discussed construction issues with you several times before, and your suggestions have been very forward-thinking, taking into consideration various aspects. The architects in my firm are not familiar with the Chinese environment, and the Beijing architects are not familiar with the Xiangshan Hotel project. After thinking it over, I believe you are the most suitable candidate."

"The concerns you have are indeed valid, but as long as you can convince Mr. Gu and Mr. Liu to support you, I don't think the construction party would dare not listen to you! If you're still worried, I can take you to talk to them tomorrow."

"As for the compensation, I will raise your salary to $5,000 per month. How does that sound? And when the Xiangshan Hotel passes the inspection, there will be a bonus too!" Bei Yuming also knew that this job was more of a headache than drawing, so he directly added money, "In addition, I will also try to help you with the promotion of CAD. I discussed it with Wang An during the Chinese New Year, and he is also very interested in your proposal."

Oh, I really want to refuse, but he is offering too much! Lin Lou hesitated. Money is not a big deal, but a monthly salary of 5,000 US dollars is not something to be taken lightly. Besides, the impact of CAD is even greater. Previously, every time he asked Lin Lou for something, Lin Lou almost never refused. Now that he needs something, it seems inappropriate not to agree.

"Xiao Lin, although you are talented in design, creating an excellent building is not just about the drawings. It also requires the skill to transform the drawings into a perfect structure. I have seen many cases where the drawings were beautiful but the final building was unsatisfactory. If you want to become an outstanding architect, you must also gain experience in this aspect. This job will be beneficial for you as well," continued Bei Yuming persuasively.

This awakened Lin Lou. He had dealt with construction teams many times in his later years and had plenty of experience in this area. However, he only occasionally heard a few gossip from his teachers about the quality of the construction teams in the 1980s when he was in school, and had seen some information on the internet.

Dealing with the construction team during this period is indeed still somewhat lacking. Previously, I have only dealt with small-scale situations with Chen Dejiang and the others. They are only interested in making money. If the compensation is sufficient and the food is good, they will naturally be cooperative and willing to work hard.

The construction workers at Xiangshan Hotel are definitely from a state-owned enterprise. They are not as easily satisfied as Chen Dejiang and others, and now is the time when the status of workers is at its highest. Sometimes, it's even hard to pressure them with leadership.

Managing them is indeed a difficult problem. More importantly, Lin will definitely continue to do projects in China in the future. For a long time to come, he will have to deal with construction parties like this, so it is necessary to familiarize himself with their technical level and work style through the Xiangshan Hotel project starting now.

"You are absolutely right. If Director Gu and Director Liu support it, I am willing to continue to contribute to the Xiangshan Hotel project." Lin Lou now understands why Bei Yuming was able to get so many projects.

The way that I.M. Pei speaks is very artistic, making it impossible for people to refuse. He is much stronger in this aspect compared to the stiff Mies van der Rohe and Louis Kahn.

The next day, I.M. Pei and Lin Lou went to Gu Weimin and Liu Tong and discussed the matter. Both of them hesitated. Gu Weimin was concerned about whether Lin Lou, being too young, could win the approval of the public. Liu Tong was considering whether it would affect the progress of Hohot Middle School. To him, although this project was not as important as Xiangshan Hotel, it should not be overlooked.

"Xiaolin's professional competence is definitely not a problem. As for your concerns, I've heard that domestic workers not only have outstanding professional skills but also have very strong discipline. So, I think this kind of problem should not arise, right?" Pei Yu Ming's words left Gu Weimin speechless. He couldn't just say that sometimes the workers don't listen, could he?

"The construction drawings for the teaching building of Houku Middle School have been partially completed, even earlier than expected. My participation in this project will not affect the delivery of the construction drawings," Liu Tong said, and then he had no objection.

The construction of the teaching building in Houku Middle School, apart from needing to figure out flying model technology, there is not much difficulty in other aspects. There should not be too many conflicts between the architect and the construction party, so it's fine to just assign someone casually.

After discussing for a while, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong also understood that there was indeed no better candidate than Lin Lou at present, so they could only agree.

Oh, I need to go to the construction company and have a chat with their project manager. If it's not suitable, I'll have to find someone else.

Next update, at three o'clock
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"Lan Zhou, after consulting with the company and the superior department, it has been decided that you will be the commanding officer of the Xiangshan Hotel project. This is a significant responsibility, so you need to be mentally prepared!" The leader of the Beijing Sixth Construction Company, Lan Qigong, called Li Lan Zhou into the office and made this announcement.

Nowadays, the person in charge of the construction is not the project manager. The sign hanging at the entrance is not the project department, but is called the XX Project Construction Command, with quasi-military management. The person in charge is the commander. When the workers encounter issues at the construction site, they directly call out "Commander-in-Chief," which sounds much more imposing than calling out for the manager.

Moreover, the chief commander has much greater authority than the project manager, being fully responsible for project engineering quality, safety production, construction period, economic efficiency, and staff management, from construction to logistics, as well as salary disbursement, skill training, and even employees' leisure and recreational activities, in charge of everything and everything must be carried out as per their instructions.

Until 1984, China used World Bank loans for the first time, and for the first time, followed international practices to implement international bidding for the construction of the Lubuge Hydropower Station. The project fully introduced a competitive mechanism and was jointly constructed by the Japanese company Dacheng and the Chinese company Hydroelectric Bureau Fourteen.

The Japan Dacheng Corporation sent only a management team of more than 30 people to China. They hired 424 workers from the Water and Electricity 14th Bureau. They dug for two to three months and the average monthly footage was 222.5 meters, which was equivalent to 2 to 2.5 times that of similar projects in China at that time.

In August 1986, Da Cheng Company set an international advanced record by achieving a single-head footage of 373.7 meters while excavating a circular power generation tunnel with a diameter of 8.8 meters.

On October 30, 1986, the tunnel was successfully excavated, and the project was of excellent quality, 5 months ahead of the scheduled timeline in the contract.

In contrast, the first key project undertaken by China's construction company, Hydroelectric Fourteen Bureau, started construction in 1983 but has progressed slowly.

The World Bank Special Advisory Team visited the construction site in April 1984 and May 1985, and both times concluded that it would be difficult to complete the diversion plan on schedule.

What is the reason for such a big difference when using the same workers? At this time, Chinese construction companies realized that miracles come from good mechanisms and high efficiency comes from scientific management. Under the planned economy system, the drawbacks of large investment, long construction period, and slow results in China's basic construction front were exposed in this project.

This event is known as the "Lubuge Impact", which has greatly influenced the construction management mode in China. The model of project department + project manager + FIDIC (referring to consulting parties) is gradually being promoted, and the position of commander is gradually fading out of the historical stage, with only a few large construction units such as China Railway and China Communications still retaining this title.

"Lan, there are so many experienced commanders in the company, why did they choose me?" Li Lanzhou was pleasantly surprised but also somewhat puzzled. The importance of the Xiangshan Hotel was self-evident, and if based on seniority, he definitely wouldn't be chosen as the commander.

"Because of your high education and proficiency in foreign languages, you are the highest-ranking leader in our company in terms of cultural level. It will be easier for us to communicate with the design team!" Although Lan Qigong said this out loud, he was well aware that the main reason for choosing Li Lan Zhou was her good temper.

The Chief Commander is not very tolerant. If they knew that the on-site architect they are dealing with is actually an 18-year-old kid, they would definitely scold him. Would they even listen to his opinions then?

"Lanzhou, this is the first time Xiangshan Hotel has invited a world-class architect to design a project domestically. They have adopted various advanced concepts and design methods, so there will definitely be many issues during construction. Therefore, you should communicate more with their architects and listen to their opinions," Lan Qigong explained in detail.

Based on previous experience, when there were disagreements on the project, the commander had the final say. Both the construction team and the designers had to listen to him. This was a power that the project manager could not compare with. However, now Lan Qigong was asking Li Lanzhou to listen more to the architect, which puzzled him even more.

However, he didn't think much about it, "Yes, I have seen the design drawings before. There are many parts in it that our Six Construction Company has never done before. We do need to listen to the American architects, their technical level is definitely higher than mine!"

Li Lanzhou knew that Ieoh Ming Pei had opened an architectural firm in the United States, so he instinctively thought that the person he would be dealing with was an American architect. In the presence of American experts, he really didn't have much confidence.

You are mistaken. That person is not an American architect. Lan Qigong realized his thoughts, "Remember what you said just now. When you meet him in the afternoon, you must show respect!"

"Hurry up and have a meal. After eating, come with me to the Friendship Hotel for a meeting. We will meet Mr. Bei and the on-site architect, get to know each other, and then discuss how to start work as soon as possible."

"Yes, we will definitely maintain respect!" Li Lan Zhou walked away with excitement. At the end of last year, after the design proposal for the Xiangshan Hotel project was completely finalized, in order to win this project, the construction company in Beijing was in a commotion. In the end, the project landed on their unit, and everyone was happier than others during the Chinese New Year, feeling that they had outperformed the other construction units.

During the Chinese New Year period, many people have started to hustle and bustle, trying every means to get involved in the construction of the Xiangshan Hotel project. Everyone knows the significance of this project. If they can achieve results, not only can they earn extra bonuses, but their job positions will definitely be promoted faster than others.

Li Lanzhou also approached several familiar leaders, but he didn't dare hope for the position of commander. He thought it would be good enough to get a deputy commander position, but unexpectedly, he was appointed as the commander.

When I arrived at the cafeteria, I decisively scooped a spoonful of braised pork, and the juicy meat sauce poured over the rice. I ate it all with a satisfied face and then patted my belly contentedly. After resting for a while, I quickly went to wait at the entrance of Lan Qigong's office.

It's time, they got on the company's car and arrived at the Friendship Hotel. Without paying attention to the interior decoration, they went upstairs to the meeting room to prepare for the meeting.

In a short while, all the people gathered, Gu Weimin presided over the meeting, "Today, I have invited everyone to gather mainly to get to know each other. Let me first introduce everyone. This is Mr. Bei Yuming, the Chief Designer of Xiangshan Restaurant..."

"This is Comrade Lan Qigong, the General Manager of Beijing Sixth Construction Company, the construction unit of Xiangshan Hotel project. And this is Comrade Li Lanzhou, the Commander of Xiangshan Hotel project construction command headquarters."

Upon hearing his name, Li Lanzhou quickly stood up and bowed, greeting everyone. At the same time, he thought to himself, according to the order, it should be time to introduce the resident architect next. I wonder which one it is, the blue-eyed foreigner from Mr. Bei's side or the green-eyed foreigner?

"This is the resident architect Lin Lou." When Lin Lou stood up, Li Lan Zhou was stunned.
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"Secretary Lan, are they joking? How old is that Lin Lou? And he can be the resident architect? And I have to be supervised by him?" After the meeting, on the way back, Li Lan Zhou finally couldn't hold it in.

It's fortunate to have you as the commander. If it were someone else, they might have started yelling during the meeting. Lan Qigong felt lucky that he replaced someone just in time. If not, things would have escalated, and Lujian might have been kicked out. If another construction unit took over the project, it would have been a huge embarrassment.

"Don't be fooled by his young age. He was personally recommended by Mr. Bei, and has also gained approval from Director Gu and Director Liu. Whether you understand it or not, you must obey!" Lan Qigong spoke to Li Lanzhou in a military tone, having been a soldier himself.

"Construction is a job that emphasizes experience. I can understand if you say someone is good at math, after all, it's all about talent! But without experience working on a construction site, how can one be a good on-site architect? I've agreed now, but there could be big trouble in the future!" Thinking about the potential problems in the future made Li LanZhou feel a headache coming on.

"Architectural design is also a job that emphasizes experience. Isn't I.M. Pei's experience rich enough? But someone can point out Mr. Pei's problems. The changes to Xiangshan Hotel are mostly his credit. What gives you the right to say that he can't do the job of an on-site architect well?" Lan Qigong knows much more than Li Lanzhou.

"Old Bei has already accepted it. What right do you have to not accept it? If you don't want to do it, I'll go back and tell Director Gu to find someone else!" Lan Qigong was just trying to intimidate, and Li Lan Zhou was the most suitable candidate for the Six Construction. His educational background and temper were good. If someone else replaced him, they definitely wouldn't be as good.

"Who knows if it's true or false? Could he be the child of some leader? Maybe it's because Mr. Bei doesn't want to lose face that he altered the drawings." Li Lanzhou's voice lowered a lot, but there was still resentment.

"Hehe, does Mr. Bei really need to care about whose face? He's not from the domestic design institute! If the project is not well done, it will affect his reputation. He doesn't need to lose face for the sake of others! The reason for revising the drawings is to show that Lin's suggestions were correct!" Lan Qigong shook his head.

"Alright, alright, you don't need to complain anymore. Tomorrow is the first meeting of the project team. We will see if he has the capability during the meeting! Keep your opinions to yourself until there is solid evidence! If he really can't do it, I will go with you to give feedback to Director Gu and Director Liu!" Lan Qigong didn't want to listen anymore.

"I'd better ask carefully!" Li Lan boat closed his eyes and leaned back on the chair, slowly thinking in his heart, what kind of question should I use to challenge him?

The next day's meeting had quite a few different participants. In addition to Lin Lou, Lan Qigong, and Li Lanzhou, there were also representatives from the Beijing Municipal Court, the Daikeler design company in the United States, the Robbliston design company, the Hyatt International Hotel company, and the Beijing Garden Bureau.

The Xiangshan Hotel project was not only designed by I.M. Pei and constructed by China Construction Sixth Engineering Division Corp., but also involved the architectural design from the Municipal Institute, interior design by Diacunto Company, MEP design by Robertson & Associates, furniture and furnishings by Hyatt, and courtyard design by Beijing Garden Bureau, so they also need to participate in this meeting.

Upon seeing the representatives of these companies, Li Lan Zhou became even more displeased. Just look at them, that person over there isn't young, yet Lin Lou stands out with a particularly immature appearance among the middle-aged group.

The meeting started directly, and representatives from all sides began to express their own thoughts. When it was Lin's turn to speak, Li Lanzhou could barely contain the urge to jump up.

"The Xiangshan Hotel is completely different from previous domestic projects, adopting a variety of advanced international design concepts. Many aspects have never been completed by domestic construction units before, with high construction difficulty and multiple processes. This places new demands on the construction, requiring the construction team not only to do good management work, but also to humbly learn from foreign advanced experiences, striving to complete the construction with quality and quantity guaranteed," Lin reminded them in advance.

Li Lanzhou originally wanted to show Linlou who's boss, but he didn't expect the other party to take the initiative and strike him first. It's obvious from the tone of his words that he doesn't trust us at all!

Learning from advanced experiences abroad is indeed important, but what experience can you bring to us? Li Lan Zhou clenched his fists and swore to repay them doubly.

Next, it's the turn for representatives from companies such as Daikar, Kayue, and Robertsden to speak. They will be speaking in English, and the on-site translator will promptly translate their words into Chinese for the audience.

"Stop, Mr. Weber's words were not what you just said. The word he mentioned refers to a hot water heater and warm air machine, which can satisfy the temperature requirements for construction and renovation in winter. It provides uniform temperature distribution and is convenient and safe to use," Lin suddenly interrupted the translation and reassured him, "It's okay. There are many professional terms in the construction field that cannot be found in general dictionaries. It's not your fault if there are occasional omissions. Please continue with the translation, and I will remind you if there are any issues."

The meeting continued, and when the translator encountered uncertain words, he no longer forced himself to translate but instead turned to Lin for help. Lin did not disappoint him, and delivered precise translations each time. When they encountered equipment or construction technical terms that were not well known in the country yet, Lin was able to provide accurate explanations.

This slight dissemination of Li Lan Zhou's anger seemed to suggest that perhaps things were not as he had imagined. Judging by his mastery of these devices and technologies, he clearly wasn't inexperienced. He really knows his stuff!

"Lan Zhou, Lan Zhou... Stop daydreaming, it's your turn to speak soon!" Lan Qigong's voice woke up Li Lan Zhou, and he quickly put aside his thoughts and took out his speech manuscript to prepare.

It's Li Lanzhou's turn to speak. He first passionately expressed the determination to complete the project of Building 6, then glorified the brilliant history of Building 6 to prove the strength of their own unit. Then, starting from the project itself, he talked about his arrangements for the construction... After reading the contents of the speech, it was supposed to end.

But when Li Lan Zhou saw the building, he couldn't help but say, "Lin, I noticed that 80% of the ground in this project is covered with concrete. Isn't this inappropriate? The strength of concrete ground is limited, and in places with frequent use, it will soon start to crack, right?"

"Oh, this can be solved by adopting new technology!" Linlou answered.
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The architect can frustrate the construction party with the use of components of the opposite sex, designs that meet the standards but are impossible to construct. Conversely, the construction party can also retaliate against the design party, using construction techniques as an excuse to argue with the architect. Ultimately, it depends on who can persuade the owner more effectively.

So architects need to understand some construction techniques if they want to deal with the construction party, otherwise they won't be able to argue with them. The issues raised by Li Lan Zhou happen to fall within Lin's understanding range.

"Using Euclid chemical hardener can enhance the hardness of cement flooring, meeting daily usage needs, and providing sealing and dust prevention effects. Euclid is a water-soluble solvent that can be applied with a brown brush or spray, with three coats applied on the surface. Each gallon of paint can cover 20 to 45 square meters. It dries within one to one and a half hours after application."

"Not only can this sodium silicate-based compound be used in cement, it can also be coated on asphalt, polyethylene, rubber, asbestos board, polyethylene tiles, and flax mats for floor applications. Its applications are very wide! I believe Mr. Weber must be very familiar with this." Mr. Lin repeated it in English.

Dai Kailai is a decoration design company, and this type of paint is also used in the construction process, so he immediately expressed approval of Linlou's plan, and also provided evidence of cases previously done by his company.

The first plan failed, but Li Lanzhou was not willing to give up. Immediately, he presented a second difficult task, "It's quite cold in Xiangshan during the winter. According to the construction schedule, we will just be starting the task of bonding granite and tiling in the winter. Due to the decrease in temperature during the winter, the performance of the adhesive will decrease. Even if we use heating methods for construction, it will delay the progress. How can we solve this problem? If we can't solve it, we won't be able to finish on time."

The winter season has a significant impact on construction, posing a major challenge in the construction industry. Severe cold not only affects the activities of the workers but also influences processes such as cement pouring and tile adhesion. Therefore, construction projects of the same scale in the northeast and northwest regions take longer to complete compared to those in the eastern, central, and southern regions.

However, the problem raised by Li Lan Zhou is not impossible to solve. "By using new technology, there is a kind of Leticry admixture in the United States. This admixture is a liquid high polymer, non-toxic, odorless, non-corrosive. As a mortar admixture, it can increase the bonding force of mortar, and has the effect of resisting low temperature shrinkage, weathering, water, chemical intrusion, and frost resistance."

"The operation method is simple and can be widely used for laying tiles, mosaics, marble, concrete, terrazzo, plasterboard, blue bricks, and can also be used in tile adhesion!" After visiting Linlou's quadrangle, I.M. Pei also added some landscape works made of tiles in the plan of Fragrant Hill Hotel.

Representatives from Daikeler once again expressed their support for Linlou, to the point of being slightly surprised as the LetiCree admixture is a newly launched product on the market and has not yet gained widespread popularity in the United States, but Linlou already knows about it.

"Commander Li, that's where the gap lies. Technology is constantly advancing, and the construction field is no exception. New technologies, equipment, and processes will make construction more convenient and efficient. Therefore, we must maintain a humble and cautious attitude, always remember to improve ourselves. While it's true that the Sixth Construction Company has made many excellent buildings in the past, relying solely on past achievements won't get us anywhere." Lin Lou obviously felt that Li Lan Zhou was not satisfied with him, so he didn't hesitate to reprimand him.

Li Lanzhou's face flushed red in an instant. He had intended to embarrass Lin Lou, but unexpectedly, Lin effortlessly resolved the situation and even proposed a solution that Li hadn't thought of. He was at a loss as to how to refute it, so he had no choice but to accept the criticism, leaving him feeling uncomfortable.

"These materials are all listed in the material list, and purchase orders have been placed. They will definitely be sent to the construction site before the construction milestone arrives. So, Li, haven't you checked the material list yet?" Lin continued to pursue.

I have read it, of course I have, but just by looking at the names, who knows what Letik reagents and Uxcel hardeners are for, and what kind of performance they have! Li Lanzhou wanted to continue asking, but when he thought of all the terms on the materials list that he didn't understand, he suddenly backed off. He didn't want the same thing to happen for the third time.

Seeing him sit down, Linlou no longer made things difficult, letting him see his own strength to avoid future conflicts during construction, bullying someone all the time is pointless.

So his tone softened a bit, "This construction will involve a lot of new technologies, new materials, and new equipment. Our construction unit may not be very familiar with them yet, but it's okay. The early stage of construction is mainly foundational work, not requiring too many new technologies or materials. I can take this time to explain it to everyone in advance so that you can have a basic concept before application. Then after a few trials, we can start the formal construction."

Hey, not only do you want to be the on-site architect, but you also want to be our teacher! Li Lanzhou was even more annoyed, but Lan Qigong, after listening to this, not only didn't get angry, but even got a little excited. He stood up and asked, "Lin, when you give lectures in the future, will it only be the staff of the Xiangshan Hotel Construction Headquarters who can attend, or can our Sixth Construction staff also join?"

"As long as it does not affect normal construction and teaching, any number of people can come. However, trial operations can only be conducted by the construction team from Xiangshan Hotel, after all, these materials belong to Xiangshan Hotel, and it is not suitable for others to use them." Whether it is explained to ten people or a hundred people, it doesn't make much difference to Linlou.

"It's for sure, I will trouble you about it when the time comes!" Lan Qigong was thrilled. If he could learn the new technology and master the methods for using new materials and equipment, it would definitely improve the construction level of Six Construction. In the future, striving for large projects would give them an advantage over other construction units, and perhaps they could even apply for a batch of imported equipment and materials.

Yes, as long as I can learn some useful skills, what's a little bit of discomfort now? Li Lanzhou also realized that it's so difficult to learn advanced foreign technology. The opportunity is right in front of me, but I'm still sulking here. It's really not right.

So the following meeting went smoothly. When it was time to eat, Li Lan Zhou even specifically raised a few glasses of wine to Lin Lou, and his attitude had changed drastically from before.

Quickly, the preliminary communication work was successfully completed, all the preparations for the project were ready, and when the scheduled time arrived, a group of leaders, as well as famous architect Bei Yuming, arrived at the top of Xiangshan, holding a groundbreaking ceremony, and officially announced the start of construction.
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"Young people nowadays are really amazing. They are so young but can stand in front of such high-ranking leaders. It seems like even our commander has to listen to them!" Watching Lin Lou on the stage, the workers of Liu Building murmured softly. He, a young man, stood out too much among the middle-aged and elderly people.

"So it's better to study! After graduating from college, you can become a cadre, which is much better than relying on physical labor to make a living." Many people looked envious.

"By the way, Lao Zhao, your child's academic performance is really good. They'll definitely be able to get into university next year, right? If they come back to work at our Sixth Construction Company after graduation, they'll become a cadres!" When people see Lin's building, they think of others' children.

"Can't say for sure, can't say for sure, it's so difficult to get into college, it'll still depend on luck when the time comes." Although Zhao Shuyuan said this, his eyes were already squinting with joy, this child has always been his pride.

"Hmph, being a cadre is nothing special. They may earn more than me and retire later, but even if you ask me to be a cadre, I wouldn't do it!" In the construction team, Zhou Haiyuan, who has always had a bad relationship with Zhao Shuyuan, couldn't help but make a snide remark.

People who have not experienced this era would be surprised to hear this. What, there are still people who would rather be workers than officials? But at present, this is the truth.

Workers at the same level have higher wages than management cadres, and they also receive additional income such as heat subsidies and construction subsidies. Bonuses are also prioritized for them, and their visible income is much higher than that of cadres at the same level. In addition, frontline workers can retire and enjoy their lives at the age of 55, while cadres have to work for several more years.

This has led to a bizarre phenomenon where many excellent workers, upon being appointed as cadres, are often unwilling to accept the position and must find a leader to change it back. Some even resort to giving gifts to change their cadre status back to that of a worker. Of course, after a few years, they regret it and have to find ways to change it back again.

"If Xiao Zhao were to major in engineering and return as a technical cadre, wouldn't he be earning more than the workers? By then, the women in the labor union would definitely be eager to introduce potential brides to Xiao Zhao." Someone retorted, "Nowadays, indeed, the income and social status of technical cadres are higher than that of management cadres and workers. A senior technician is equivalent to a section-level cadre."

This is to show respect for frontline workers and technicians, but in the future, it will be the world of management cadres. The status of frontline workers and technicians will decline significantly, and it is really hard to say whether this change is a good thing or a bad thing.

How much higher can one go? Going to college is just a waste of time. It's better to spend these years accumulating work experience. By then, you can have a lot of advantages! Why is Zhou Haiyuan's relationship with Zhao Shuyuan not good? It's because their children were born in the same year and were constantly compared, but Zhou's child could never surpass Zhao Shuyuan's son in anything.

Now, Zhou Haiyuan's child is about to take the college entrance examination. His child can only take the back door to work on the construction site as a laborer, enduring the wind and sun every day, and suffering hardships. Can Zhou Haiyuan not feel depressed?

He clearly understands the benefits of being a cadre. Sitting in the office every day, sheltered from the wind and rain, enjoying the cool breeze of an electric fan in summer and heating in winter, dressed neatly and cleanly, even finding a partner is easier than for others. But his son doesn't have this privilege, so he can only find solace by belittling cadres.

Luckily, workers have a high social status and income nowadays, which can provide them with some comfort. If this were to happen in the future, they would probably feel even more depressed.

Zhao Shuyuan showed a simple and honest smile, and he didn't argue with Zhou Haiyuan about which one was better. Everyone understood in their hearts, so let's not provoke Zhou Haiyuan anymore.

The reporters surrounded the leader in front, clicking their cameras to capture this scene. These photos will appear in tonight's or tomorrow morning's newspaper. The photographers are also busy, and these images will be featured in the evening news.

After the opening ceremony, Lin Lou and Li Lan Zhou saw off Bei Yuming and the leaders together. Lin Lou decided to stay behind. Although the construction project was still in the initial stages of digging and laying the foundation, it was necessary for him to keep track of the technical expertise and work attitude of the construction team.

Now Li Lanzhou didn't dare to underestimate him. After returning, he introduced the work arrangements to Linlou, "The construction site for our project is narrow, both inside and outside the red line. Only partial construction and office facilities can be built on site. The production, living, and management sites can only be arranged in a scattered manner. The living area is located in the dormitory area of Xiangshan Hotel. It will take some time to build here, so we will use it for now and move to another location in the future."

"This is the spoil disposal site for the main project, which can be leveled and used as a template, steel processing, semi-finished product processing, and indoor and outdoor material storage for the second package unit; the mixing station, cement station, temporary boiler room, and temporary office space are all arranged here, as well as here! Your office is right next to the technical group and the material group," Li Lanzhou pointed out around.

"The arrangement is quite reasonable. Construction work involves heavy physical labor, so the workers' nutrition must be kept up to par! Whether they can eat well or not is one of the most influential factors on the progress of the construction."

"This is definitely not a problem. There will be at least one meat dish for every meal. It's impossible to do strenuous physical work without sufficient energy." The national construction unit still ensures this aspect.

The commander was busy with work. After chatting for a while, Li Lan Zhou went off to work, while Linlou wandered around the construction site alone. Wherever he went, the workers looked at him curiously.

When it's time for a shift change and rest, Zhou Haiyuan and his son Zhou Xiaojun finished work together, sat down to rest, and Linlou went over, gave them some cigarettes, and then chatted with them.

At first, the workers were a bit nervous, but when they saw that Lin was friendly, and even told a few dirty jokes about the construction site that were just as good as theirs, they gradually relaxed and started to talk and laugh.

"Lin Gong, which university did you graduate from?" Zhou Xiaojun asked. Zhou Haiyuan looked down on Zhao Shuyuan, but his child got along well with Zhao Shuyuan's child, and he envied those children who were good at studying.

"The architecture department at Tsinghua University!" Lin Lou's answer caused quite a bit of astonishment.

"No wonder you can stand with the big leader at such a young age! Turns out you are a student from Tsinghua University! Tsinghua's reputation is really loud."

"By the way, Lin, which department are you from? And how much is your salary?" someone asked curiously. Nowadays, discussing salaries is not considered taboo because they're generally similar for everyone.

"I can be considered as doing temporary work for Mr. Bei, and I can make over a hundred yuan!" Lin Lou didn't dare to mention the monthly salary, and directly converted it into daily salary.

"More than a hundred bucks? That's even higher than the salary of a Grade 8 worker!" How old are you that you can earn the salary of a Grade 8 worker? It's really great to study! Everyone was shocked.
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In 1956, the salary standards for 24 levels of cadres were determined. An office clerk at level 24 would earn 45 yuan per month, while a level 1 national leader would earn 594 yuan per month. For a long time, people were accustomed to using this standard to refer to the level of a cadre, replacing the previous standards such as county-level, battalion-level, or division-level.

The company implements an eight-level salary system. Apprentices earn 14 yuan, while first-level workers earn 28 yuan. The most skilled eight-level worker earns 104 yuan per month, which is higher than the salary of a regular department-level cadre. With various subsidies added, the income of an eight-level worker per month is even higher than the salaries of county-level, or even city-level officials, which is not surprising.

Eighth-grade workers can be said to be rare treasures. Each one is a treasure in the enterprise. The factory director and the party secretary have to speak politely to them when they meet. All the eighth-grade workers they have seen are the result of years of hard work and skill. They are not young, and they have never met someone like Linlou who can earn over a hundred yuan at such a young age.

If they knew that Linlou was talking about US dollars instead of Renminbi, they would be even more surprised. Of course, Linlou has no intention of explaining to them to avoid trouble. Nowadays, things are not very peaceful, with many young people unemployed in the city, and as a result, public security has become chaotic. It wouldn't be a good thing if people knew he had money.

In the courtyard, there are many people, so there's no need to worry. But now I have to juggle the Xiangshan Restaurant project, frequently shuttling back and forth between school and Xiangshan. If someone sets their sights on me, there are quite a few opportunities.

After chatting for a while, the workers continued their work. It so happened that there was a vehicle transporting materials back to the city, and Lin decided to hitch a ride back. However, just as he left the construction site, he saw Chen Dejiang waiting outside.

"How did you come here?" Lin asks as he gets out of the car.

"I heard the construction project had started so I came to congratulate you! There were too many people at the entrance just now, and as soon as they left, the security guard wouldn't let me in." Chen Dejiang said, leaning on his bicycle.

"Wow, this trip really was tiring for you." It's quite a distance from their house to Fragrant Hills, and relying solely on a bicycle is indeed exhausting.

"This is nothing. I'm used to cycling every day to negotiate business with others. Are you planning to go back?" Chen Dejiang guessed.

"Well, you don't have to ride your bike. Let's take a lift back together. It's just on the way to my place for dinner!" They tossed the bicycles into the car trunk, and then Chen Dejiang also climbed in, the driver's seat was already full.

The driver took a detour and dropped Lin at the entrance of the quadrangle before leaving. Lin opened the door and said, "I'll go start a fire first. The cold wind must have made you freeze on the way here, right?"

"No problem, no problem. With the front of the car blocking it, there's no way the wind can blow in. It's much more comfortable than riding a bike," Chen Dejiang said cheerfully as he followed Linlou inside.

When I opened the fridge, I found some ingredients inside, so I set up the hot pot. While we were cooking and chatting, he said, "You came all this way, surely not just to congratulate me, right?"

"Hehe, congratulations must be true, but there are also some other things." Chen Dejiang quickly swallowed the mutton roll, laughed twice, and said, "I think, for such a big project, we definitely need bricks and tiles. As a leader inside, you can definitely have a say in who to use, so... so... I just..."

"Are you asking Xiangshan Restaurant to use the bricks and tiles that we made?" This time Lin Lou understood.

"Yes, that's what I mean!" When he heard the word "us," Chen Dejiang not only did not get angry but also felt pleased. Someone willing to consider the brick and tile factory as his own will surely put in effort in this regard.

"Linglou asked, 'It must be quite far from your place to Xiangshan, and transportation alone must be quite troublesome, right? Is it because bricks and tiles are not selling well now, or what is going on?'"

"It sells well, but at the beginning of this year, several villages around have started to build brick factories. Some people have already started asking me to lower the price. I reckon that once they are all set up, the brick business will definitely not be as good as before! So I thought, if we could supply bricks to the Xiangshan Hotel, it would also be good for our reputation. When I go to negotiate the deal, as long as I say that Xiangshan Hotel uses our bricks, they will definitely be willing to buy!"

Chen Dejiang remembered the story his grandfather had told him. Back in the day, the major businesses in the capital city would spare no effort to deliver their products to the palace, even willing to pay for it, just to make a name for themselves. With a good reputation, business would naturally follow.

"You do have ideas!" Chen Dejiang's words once again made Lin Lou feel that he had found the right partner. Of course, it was not because he tried to take all the business for himself, but because of his brand awareness. Not many people understand this nowadays.

However, before Chen Dejiang could be happy, Lin Lou vetoed his idea, saying, "Besides, I am the architect for the project, and you have a stake in it. It wouldn’t be appropriate to sell your own materials to a project that you designed."

In this regard, there are relevant regulations in later generations. Architects are prohibited from specifying manufacturers on the drawings and can only propose performance parameter requirements. If there is colluding, they will specify parameters that only this manufacturer has.

Although the security check is not strict now, Linlou is still unwilling to cause trouble for himself. Moreover, according to Chen Dejiang's words just now, with the increase of small brick factories, the peak profit period of bricks and tiles is about to pass. In this situation, it is no longer meaningful to help him build a reputation, and not making money may also cause trouble. Naturally, this kind of thing cannot be done.

"Isn't it the same everywhere now? I met a designer from another company before, and when he heard that I own a brick and tile factory, he directly asked me for benefits. He said he was willing to help me get more business." Chen Dejiang looked a bit puzzled.

"There are plenty of businesses that can make money. Since there are more and more people doing brick and tile work now, let's switch to a different project." Linlou has also read a lot of information on construction materials, such as the two kinds of chemicals he mentioned at the meeting before. There are detailed descriptions in some papers, and it is not difficult to find a few people to make them.

Of course, with the current capabilities of Chen Dejiang's factory, it's definitely impossible to do it. It's not realistic to recruit technical personnel from state-owned enterprises now, but there are still projects to work on.

Linlou thought for a moment, "Then you can switch to making tiles!"

This business can be said to have great potential. Lin still remembers those old buildings from the 1980s that he had seen. Many of the buildings were decorated with long, white rectangular tiles on the facade. The technical content and profit margin of this material are much higher than ordinary bricks and tiles.

"Tiles?" Chen Dejiang was momentarily uncertain about what this was.

Just when Lin Lou was renovating the house, I also used some. I got up and took two pieces of leftover samples for him, "Although not many people are using it now, I have a way to make everyone accept it. You made a lot of money last year, so let's start by building a house for your family!"
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Selling furniture and building materials in model houses is not surprising at all in modern times. Although Linlou knows that ceramic tiles will definitely become popular, people still need time to accept them. So, let's first create a set of model houses for people to see the effects.

"I remember that when I last visited your village, you mentioned that someone in your village used to make porcelain, so there must be no shortage of clay for making porcelain tiles! Placing such porcelain tiles on the exterior wall would look much nicer than just applying lime wash. When the neighboring units come to see, they will definitely want to buy them! Currently, there are probably not many private individuals willing to use porcelain tiles to build houses, so the main customer group is still various units."

"Do we have to tile the entire wall? How much is that going to cost?" Chen Dejiang was a little shocked. Even the landlords in our village back in the day weren't this extravagant, were they?"

"How much does it cost to burn your own things? At that time, we will give you the cost price. The same goes for the turns, only wood, steel bars, and cement need to be bought from the outside!" Stones are not needed, just go to the mountain to mine, Linlou estimated Chen Dejiang's income for the whole year last year, it's definitely enough.

"Let's start with two floors, one floor is over a hundred square meters, so we will need..." Lin Lou took out pen and paper to help Chen Dejiang calculate the cost, including construction and decoration, and laid out the numbers in front of him.

"This price...is actually not too expensive! In fact, the labor cost here can be cheaper. If I hire people from my own village, they will definitely work for less!" Chen Dejiang adjusted the numbers again, and the final amount seemed somewhat unattainable compared to his situation before last year. However, since he started to rely on the support of Linlou and took over the brick factory, he managed to earn it in just half a year."

Will people in the village gossip about me? Will it cause trouble for me? It shouldn't, with so many new houses being built in the surrounding areas over the past year or two, I haven't seen anyone being publicly criticized.

"I'll sketch a rendering for you again!" Linlou took out a marker and quickly started drawing. Watching the beautiful small villa taking shape under Linlou's pen, Chendejiang was becoming more and more intrigued.

If I could really have such a house, I'd say my life wasn't lived in vain. This is truly a rare find in this area. Even my grandfather never had such a luxurious lifestyle when he was alive.

"The tiles are shiny and really good-looking when attached to the wall!" As soon as the blueprint was completed, Chen Dejiang immediately took it in his hands, and his eyes were glued to it, unable to look away.

"It doesn't matter if you haven't fired tiles before, just choose the right clay, then crush and grind it, pour it into the washing tank for washing, then make the blanks, glaze, send them into the kiln for firing. It's similar to firing bricks, just the temperature needs to be higher. The temperature of brick kiln is around 600-900 degrees, while for firing tiles, it needs to be 1100-1300 degrees."

"You can also paint patterns on the green bricks, choose the ones you like. Since your village has a history of making porcelain, there must be skilled people in this area. I will write down the process for you, so when you go back, you can try it a few times, and it should be pretty close!" Lin Lou had already found a paper on the production of ceramic tiles in his mind.

"Moreover, this is a business that can be pursued for a long time." I haven't heard of any brickyard becoming a big enterprise, but there are more than a few who have made a fortune from producing ceramic tiles. Even when the era of Linlou arrived, ceramic tiles remained popular, only shifting the main focus from wall tiles to floor tiles.

"Okay, I'll go back and start trying to make it. Once the first batch of tiles is fired, I will demolish the old house!" Chen Dejiang reaffirmed his determination to hold on to the belief that he wanted to hold on tightly, and agreed without any hesitation.

As soon as I returned, I immediately organized a team to try to invite some elderly people in the village who had experience in firing porcelain to come and give pointers. The first kiln of porcelain tiles was fired in no time, although the yield was not high, the intact products still impressed everyone. They all realized that this business could be done.

Chen Dejiang also kept his promise, immediately gathered a team, pushed down his own house, and started building a new one. He was originally a small contractor, and Chenjia Village also had no shortage of experienced good workers. There was no need to worry about construction materials as he could make bricks and tiles in his own kiln. The amount of cement and steel used was not large either. When he went out for business, he also met many people, so he could bring back the materials in just one day.

The new house changes almost every day, seeing the house gradually taking shape, the villagers are full of envy, "Dejiang has made progress. Now we can even build small western-style buildings."

"The house is beautiful! Spacious! Stylish!" This person used three adjectives in a row to praise Chen Dejiang's new house. The brick-and-concrete structure of the house, the opening windows are indeed larger than the rammed earth house, coupled with large glass windows, the feeling inside the house is much better than that of an earth house.

Chen Dejiang also learned Linlou's methods. With his own help, he made good profits every day. In addition, he only hired relatives and friends, so no one slacked off. Therefore, the construction process went smoothly, and the main structure of the house was quickly completed.

Next, it's time to put on the tiles. Chen Dejiang personally demonstrated to them and whispered, "This is a skilled job. If you can learn it, you won't have to worry about not having work in the future! And the pay is high."

These people still haven't realized it. Chen Dejiang reminded them again, "This is what Lin Gong told me. Believe it or not, it's up to you!"

"Is this what Lin said?" Everyone immediately became alert. They all saw Chen Dejiang get rich. Before, Chen Dejiang worked as hard as they did, but since getting involved with Lin, life has been getting better day by day. So now, when they hear it is Lin's guidance, who dares not to take it seriously?

If they can really master this craft, they can keep on earning a living like this. It's a much better choice than toiling away on the construction site. If they're smart and take on contracts with materials provided, they can earn even more. After working for a few years, there will be no problem building a small villa in the village, just like Chen Dejiang.

As the number of tiles on the wall increases, more and more villagers come to Chen Dejiang's construction site every day to watch, and even many people from neighboring villages come to join in the excitement.

When it was almost finished, Linlou also came over. When he got outside, he happened to hear someone praising Chen Dejiang's new house, "This house is so beautiful and magnificent, isn't it?"

Huh? Linlou was amazed by this extremely appropriate adjective. At first glance, "bright armor and helmet" seems to have nothing to do with the house, but look at the shiny tiles on the wall, don't they look as grand as the shiny armor of a general?

At first glance, the person speaking looks like an ordinary rural woman. It's likely that the phrase "bright helmet and armor" is something she heard while watching a play.

No wonder the elderly always say the masses are great. This is such a fitting description, not something that literary writers can come up with.
Chapter 180 Commissioned Writing

"Lin Gong, you're here. Come in and have a seat. Let me pour you some water!" Seeing Lin approaching, Chen Dejiang hurriedly welcomed him into his temporary residence.

"I brought you something, find someone to help bring it down!" Lin Lou pointed to the three-wheeled vehicle behind him and said. It took a lot of effort to pull this thing from the town to here, luckily he is young and strong, otherwise, he wouldn't be able to handle it.

"Stove? Oh, Lin Gong, you are being too thoughtful!" Chen Dejiang saw that it was the iron stove that he had seen in Lin Lou's courtyard. The round stove had a square tabletop, and in cold weather, people could light a fire to keep warm by the stove. They could also heat water and cook food in the middle of the stove, which was really convenient.

There is a metal pipe wrapped around the chimney, leading directly outside, so no matter how strong the fire burns inside the house, it won't be smoky. When Chen Dejiang used to live in the old house and burnt on the kang, he didn't mind it much. But now, seeing the freshly painted walls in the new house, he would be heartbroken if the white walls were blackened by smoke. The gift from Linlou is just what he had in mind.

"I originally planned to send it to you when I officially moved, but then I thought about it and realized it would be too late by then. It's just as well that the construction isn't finished yet, so I can have the smoke vent installed." Hey, compared to the things you sent me, what I have here is nothing.

However, Chen Dejiang didn't think so. Steel is in high demand now, not to mention the craftsmanship involved. The cost of building this furnace is definitely not cheaper than him sending furniture to Lin's house. Besides, every time he sends something over, Lin's house always pays for it.

Lin is really kind. It's great to do business with him. Just as the brick and tile business was showing a downturn, he found a better business for me. I have to continue to hold onto his coattails in the future. Who knows how many money-making opportunities he still has in mind! His guidance in the tile business and the gift he specially came to give have made Chen Dejiang even more convinced.

It's unacceptable, this tile was just pasted, and people have already noticed it. Several units in the city have sent people to inquire about purchasing these tiles, and they didn't even negotiate the price. He tried to decline, but they immediately paid the deposit. Now, the production of the tiles for his house hasn't even been completed, and the new orders are scheduled for three months later.

Moreover, this is just the beginning. Chen Dejiang is very clear about the habits of the units in the city. No one wants to lose face in front of other units. As soon as one unit starts using tiles, the other units will definitely follow suit. By then, his tiles will have no trouble selling.

In the past, he used to treat others to good food and drinks, in return for them buying his bricks and tiles. In the future, it's likely that he will be the one who is treated to good food and drinks, in the hope of being able to buy tiles from him sooner.

Of course, Chen Dejiang definitely can't do such a thing. He still has a sense of propriety in his heart. No matter how scarce the goods are, buyers are still buyers and should be treated with courtesy.

Once inside, he poured tea and Chen Dejiang discussed the recent situation with Linlou. "I plan to completely stop making bricks and tiles from now on, and focus solely on making porcelain tiles instead. This business indeed earns more than before. I am also thinking of buying a brick making machine. Although the brick and tile business is doing well now, it's difficult to buy a brick making machine. If I'm lucky, I might be able to sell it at the original price and make some profit."

"Not only do we need to make white bricks, we can also make some with patterns on them. This way, we can sell them at a higher price!" Linlou took out a few drawings and handed them over, all of which were popular styles he had seen on old buildings in the 1980s. Then he pointed to a few of them and said, "When these are fired and put on the wall, it becomes an annual surplus painting, which looks very festive."

Don't say this thing is tacky, common people like it. If a family puts up this kind of picture on their wall, they will be happy looking at it every day. Isn't one of the important criteria for good architecture to make people feel comfortable living in it?

"The longevity of this business surpasses that of brick-making. The clay suitable for making bricks is abundant around Beijing, but the clay suitable for making porcelain tiles is scarce. Your village is considered to be fortunate in this aspect. Even if porcelain tiles from other places are transported to Beijing, your proximity allows for convenient and cost-effective transportation, giving you an advantage over others."

"However, if we want to expand in the future, we will have to go to other places. In the future, there will be six ceramic tile production centers in China, and none of them will be around Beijing."

Jiajiang, Sichuan is known as the "Porcelain Capital of the West". It is capable of producing a considerable quantity of tiles every year, owing to its abundant energy resources and low labor costs.

Shandong has always been a major production base for ceramic tiles. In addition to producing architectural ceramics and daily-use ceramics, industrial ceramics and garden ceramics also maintain a certain level of production. Shandong produces a wide variety of ceramic tiles, with innovative styles, but due to regional economic constraints and limited adaptability in technology, there is still a certain gap in technological level compared to other ceramic tile production areas.

The production area for tiles in the East China region is mainly represented by the Shanghai area. However, the tiles produced in this region generally follow a high-end route, with relatively higher prices and a small market share.

Fujian is also an important production base for tiles, and its produced tiles are very distinctive.

The main production base for Guangdong tiles is in Foshan, which is known as the "Capital of Ceramics". The ceramic tiles produced there have a leading position in the market in terms of technological level and quantity scale.

The production area in Jiangxi was originally concentrated in Gao'an, which was once known as the kingdom of glazed bricks. Later, due to the impact of local government's energy-saving and emission reduction policies, ceramic enterprises from Foshan and Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces invested in Jiangxi, gradually forming large production bases in Gao'an, Jingdezhen, Jiujiang, and Pingxiang. The future prospects are promising.

If Chen Dejiang intends to continue in the field of tiles, he must go to these places. Linlou thinks that with his social skills, he can establish himself wherever he goes.

I had a conversation with Chen Dejiang about the key points to pay attention to in this line of work, then we had a meal together. After that, I took my leave and rode my tricycle back to my own quadrangle courtyard.

I haven't even entered yet, but I could hear laughter coming from inside. Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and Xu Jiaping are all there, and it seems there are one or two unfamiliar voices. Lin Lou pushed the door open and indeed saw two unfamiliar faces.

"Hey, just as we were thinking about how to find you, here you are!" Xu Jiaping stood up cheerfully and pointed at the two unfamiliar faces, saying, "Let me introduce you. These two are editors from the magazine "Architect", Comrade Niu Rui and Comrade Hu Xiang. They came specifically to discuss commissioning with us!"

Puff, at the mention of these two names and their positions, Lin Lou almost couldn't help but laugh.

Thank you for the tip under the tatami at the submarine volcano. I woke up a bit late today, so I apologize for the delay in the last chapter. I will try to update on time tomorrow. I recommend my friend's book "Mythical Version of Li Bai," the quality of the old author is guaranteed.
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Just like in the field of architecture, journals and magazines also like to use abbreviations internally, such as referring to an editor as certain "bian", such as Liu bian, Zhang bian, etc. However, some surnames cannot be directly abbreviated, such as Niu bian, Yang bian, Ma bian, Lu bian, because if they were abbreviated, wouldn't it become Niu whip, Yang whip, Ma whip, Lu whip?

I know this is the editing room, I thought a group of middle-aged men going for a massage parlor arrived at the barbecue stand, wanting to grab a bite first.

"胡编辑" abbreviated sounds a bit like "tiger whip," which is quite domineering. If pronounced accurately, it would be "胡编," which also doesn't sound very good. But it would be much better if I can make it to the chief editor. Then "胡总编" sounds quite nice.

"Hello, Editor Niu. Hello, Editor Hu!" Since Lin Lou didn't use their nicknames, it would be impolite to call them by their names if not knowing, so he approached them and shook hands one by one.

"Mr. Lin is indeed quite young. It's rare to see such a young genius architect in our construction industry." This kind of address has won their favor, and their smiles have become even brighter.

"Yeah, it's not uncommon to see teenage geniuses in the mathematics world. Galois invented group theory at the age of 20, and Abel completed Abel's theorem at 24. But in the field of architecture, it seems that only Wright and Mies van der Rohe have achieved so much at such a young age," praised Niu Rui with a smile.

Since we are seeking help from others, we must say something flattering. It felt good for Linlou to say this as someone working in a journal, as it showed that they have a wide range of knowledge.

He modestly responded, "Wright and Mies are both great masters who have left their names in history. I dare not compare myself to them!"

After some pleasantries, both parties had a favorable impression of each other. Then, Xu Jiaping explained their purpose, "The news about us translating the theoretical works of foreign architectural masters is spreading. Many people in the architecture industry are eager to see the results. So, editors Niu and Hu are here to invite us to contribute articles. They want us to write a few pieces introducing the theories and works of these masters, so that the domestic architecture industry can soon have access to these advanced theories."

The magazine "Architect" was only established the year before last. The content it publishes mainly focuses on architectural theory, which is precisely the kind of articles it needs. Besides, it's not easy for a newly established journal to survive in the competition, so they have come up with many methods. Organizing a university student architectural design competition is one of the ways which helps to expand its influence among students.

However, the lifeblood of academic journals ultimately lies in high-quality articles. Currently, the magazine "Architect" is just getting started and lacks strong appeal. So even young people like Linlou will take the initiative to submit articles.

Of course, the most important thing is that Lin Lou has the resources they urgently need. Nowadays, there are not as many foreign architectural theories and monographs in other parts of the country as there are here. As long as we can handle them, we won't have to worry about articles and readers for a long time. The latest architectural concepts from abroad are just what the domestic architectural community is eagerly anticipating.

"For various reasons in the past, our communication with the international architectural community, especially the European and American architectural community, was interrupted for a long time. As a result, we had very little understanding of Western architectural concepts and development since the 1950s, and could only rely on our own efforts. Although we have achieved some results, the gap with the Western architectural community continues to widen."

"If you want to catch up with others, you have to first learn from their advanced concepts. However, the vast majority of people in the construction industry lack the ability to directly purchase specialized books from abroad, and they don't have the money for it either. It's even possible that they won't understand what they bought, because in the past, the proportion of foreign language teaching focused more on Russian, and given the industry's focus on learning from the Soviet Union, this is even more pronounced. Reading English works can be quite challenging."

"So when I heard that Lin Gong and you are preparing to translate a large number of Western architectural theoretical works and write 'Modern History of Foreign Architecture', we were all very happy in our magazine. You all have solved a big problem for the domestic architectural community!" Niu Rui immediately praised them, making everyone feel thrilled.

"I just read several translations by you all, and the quality is very high. The choice of words is accurate, and the sentences are concise and fluent. After the publication of "Modern Foreign Architectural History," professionals and academics in the national architectural field will definitely rush to buy it. This is almost inevitable. This field is still a blank area in China. As long as the quality of the book is not too poor, every design institute and architectural department will definitely buy several copies to study carefully."

"We have only done a little bit of small work. If we can provide some convenience to our peers, we are very happy!" Hu Zhongping said modestly, his face slightly red from the praise.

Niu Rui finished boasting, and Hu Xiang continued, saying, "However, it will take some time to finalize this book. I'm afraid our colleagues in the architecture industry may not be able to wait, so I would like to ask everyone to select some important passages from the translated draft and write an article to be published in our magazine, allowing our peers to have a first look."

"Whether it's an introduction to a master, an analysis and interpretation of a classic architectural work, or a retelling of a new architectural theory, we welcome them all!" After saying that, Hu Xiang sighed and said, "Oh, who could have imagined that we haven't even had the chance to study the development of modernist architecture over the past thirty years, and modernism is already becoming outdated. Postmodernism has already emerged, and there is just too much for us to catch up on."

"Yeah, when we were reading those monographs, the architectural works from the 1960s and 1970s really blew our minds. We never thought that architecture could be done like that before!" If Li Qingxi felt upset, especially the Balagan Garden Apartments, it really broadened his horizons.

"This is a good thing, we will definitely support it," Lin Lou readily agreed. Publishing articles is a good thing, and young teachers like Xu Jiaping, Hu Zhongping, and Li Qingxi need to accumulate experience with each article, so there is no reason for me to stop them."

"Let me organize the landscape design concept of Barbican, and write an article"

"I analyzed the Louis Kahn's University of Pennsylvania Medical Research Building, and it's simply classic in its architectural zoning."

"I'll take a break and introduce Kevin Roche's experience to everyone!"

Everyone was waiting for Lin Lou to speak. Immediately, he announced his article plan. Niu Rui recorded it one by one, then looked at Lin Lou and said, "Lin, why don't you write an article on the development of contemporary foreign architectural theory?"

This is a long article, Linlou murmured in his heart after hearing it.

It's still early in the morning today.
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"Just now, Teacher Hu showed me the outline you wrote for 'History of Modern and Contemporary Foreign Architecture.' It's quite comprehensive, so you don't need to put in too much effort. Just expand the outline a bit and add a few representative works, and it will be sufficient. If it's convenient for you, it would be best to do it quickly. With your article providing an overview of the development of architectural theory in the past thirty years, readers will have a clear understanding when they read the articles by Teacher Hu, Teacher Xu, Teacher Li, and Teacher Feng." Hu Xiang explained.

Linlou nodded, "That's the truth. It's like writing the development history of Song lyrics. First, you need to introduce the development process of Song lyrics, and then write about the two major factions of boldness and elegance, interspersed with introductions of figures such as Li Yu, Liu Yong, Su Shi, etc. Readers who are not familiar with Song lyrics will then understand."

If we start by appreciating Su Shi's "Shui Diao Ge Tou - Ming Yue Ji Shi You," readers will indeed be able to feel the subtlety of this ci, but still lack an overall understanding of Song Dynasty ci.

Currently, there is very little awareness in China about the developments in the foreign architectural world over the past few decades. If someone were to start by introducing Louis Kahn, Bjarke Ingels and others, they would definitely be perplexed. It would be great to have an article that covers this.

Clarify the theoretical development of foreign countries over the years and tell them what contributions Louis Kahn and Ieoh Ming Pei have made. Explain their positions in the field of architecture and the impact of a certain architectural work on future development. Then everyone will have a clearer understanding after looking at the specific content.

After agreeing, he communicated with the two of them regarding the length and publication time. After they left satisfied, Lin Lou returned to the study to start writing. He had already learned about this topic in the class of "Modern World Architectural History," but considering the factors of the time, he definitely needed to make some changes.

The emergence of modern architecture is driven by the industrial revolution and the process of urbanization. At the same time, modern architecture in turn influences urbanization and industrialization, promoting rapid urbanization and rapid development of industrialization.

Before and after World War I, the idealistic attempts of a small number of architects gradually formed the ideological and design systems of modernism. The Constructivist movement in Russia, the De Stijl movement in the Netherlands, the Bauhaus architecture in Germany, and the new architectural experiments promoted by Le Corbusier in France led to the rise and development of modernist architecture in Europe.

At that time, although the industrial output of the United States had surpassed that of the United Kingdom, Europe was still the center of the world economy and culture. Therefore, it was normal for modern architecture to emerge here. If China leaves the United States far behind in the future, with rapid development in industry, technology, and culture, it would not be surprising for the next architectural style to emerge in China.

The rise of *** interrupted this process, leading to the banning of many modernist works. As a result, masters such as Gropius and Mies van der Rohe fled to the United States, where modernist architecture took root and flourished due to the country's developed economy and tolerant attitude towards new things.

The Second World War devastated the economy and culture of Europe. After the war, modernist architecture had an impact on the entire Western world and even the whole world. Many classic modernist buildings have emerged around the world.

And on this basis, some branches and schools were derived, such as the brutalism that emphasizes the expressive power of modern architectural technology and materials themselves, the organic functionalism that emphasizes organic forms, and the elegantism that pursues an elegant situation on the basis of internationalist style, etc., which almost unified the architectural world in the 1950s and 1960s.

However, this approach was criticized for being too uniform, lacking human touch, and devoid of decorative elements. Over time, it aroused the displeasure of the architectural community. The retort by Robert Venturi, "Less is a bore," to Mies's "Less is more" emerged during this period. Architects represented by Robert Venturi proposed to utilize historical styles and popular culture to transform modernist architecture, giving rise to postmodern architecture.

Upon completion, I.M. Pei's Fragrant Hills Villa sparked significant controversy in China, but in the United States, it became a sought-after object of admiration. Americans believed that Pei's design perfectly catered to the trend of postmodernism, seamlessly integrating ancient Chinese architectural elements into modern architecture, which is a characteristic of postmodernism.

Postmodernism became popular in the 1970s and continued to spread throughout the 1980s, before declining in the 1990s. Deconstructivism and the High-Tech style briefly shone as branches, and disappeared completely in the 21st century. Architects have reacquainted themselves with the rational essence of modernism.

Gradually formed a new modernism, which is based on modernism or refined with decorative elements and supplemented with details.

This article is about postmodernism and that's about it. The subsequent movements have not fully developed, so there is no need to introduce them.

In addition to theory, we definitely need to introduce the corresponding masters and classic works. Wright, Le Corbusier, Gropius, and Mies van der Rohe, the four modernist masters, must be introduced, as well as their contemporaries such as Alvar Aalto, Le Corbusier, H. Mayer, etc.

After the four great masters, such as Philip Johnson, Louis Kahn, Ieoh Ming Pei, and Kenzo Tange, there are also other schools such as Rafael Moneo and Robert Venturi.

Due to the limited space in the article, each of the four masters can only include one architectural work for display. For Wang Shu, Ieoh Ming Pei, and Tadao Ando, we might also need to include a display of their works, while for the others, only their names can be mentioned with a few sentences, and then we can wait for Hu Zhongping and others to write articles specifically introducing them.

Works before the 1940s don't need to be illustrated. We might have all that information, so let's focus on more recent works, such as Le Corbusier's design of the Ronchamp Church in the 1950s. Although this work cannot be considered a modernist work, it is classic enough.

The church has a peculiar shape, with an irregular layout and walls that are mostly curved, some even leaning. The walls have an arched shape and the sunlight shines through the gaps between the roof and walls, as well as through windows adorned with colored glass, creating a special atmosphere inside.

This church has inspired many architects. When Tadao Ando designed the Church of the Light, he candidly admitted that the experience of visiting the Notre Dame du Haut left a deep impression on him during his travels, which influenced his design.

Miss chose to use the Citicorp Building, as he did not want the domestic architects to learn from Van Swearingen's residence. As for Ieoh Ming Pei, he naturally chose the improved Xiangshan Hotel. For Chinese architects, this building is more inspiring than the Kennedy Library.

It took several days to finish writing the article. Lin couldn't help but wonder, would his name appear in the history of architecture when someone rewrites it in a few years?
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"Jiang Gong, welcome, welcome."

"Mr. Wu, I'm really sorry to trouble you to come all this way!" Hu Xiang greeted the experts getting out of the car one by one at the entrance of the "Architect" magazine, welcoming their arrival.

"Haha, it's not hard at all. You have all bought the tickets and arranged accommodation, with car pick-up and drop-off, so I just came to take a look. What's there to be hard?" said Wu Tianming from Yangzhou Design Institute kindly.

He didn't show off just because he was a few years older. He knew that although the magazine "Architect" had just been established, it had a high level. In the future, there might be opportunities to ask for Hu Xiang's help. Leaving a good impression now would definitely be beneficial.

"Mr. Wu, you're too kind. Thank you for coming all this way to be the judges. We definitely need to do a good job with these tasks. Please come inside first, have a seat, have a rest and a cup of tea. Once all the judges have arrived, we will start the review." Hu Xiang led them towards the courtyard.

Wu Tianming looked up at the banner above his head, "Warmly welcome the judges of the first 'College Student Architectural Design Competition' to come for evaluation." He muttered to himself, "Ah, when you owe a favor, you have to repay it. This time, I can only swallow my pride and help Qin Kai fight for the first prize, since I've accepted his favor."

After a few minutes, the second car arrived as well. Lü Kuang, a senior member of the Architectural Association, got out of the car and looked at the banner, expressing the same feeling. His own child was not competitive, so he could only clean up after him as the father. It's a relief that Qin Kai's work is still passable, otherwise it would be troublesome.

"Hello Zhang, it's been a long time since we last met in Nanjing for the meeting, right? It's been three years in the blink of an eye. My hair is almost all white, but you still look the same. It's really enviable!"

"Tan Gong jokingly said, 'Even if you shave your head bald, it's still better than my current baldness, right?'"

"Every day either staying up late to draw, or constantly revising plans until I want to tear my hair out. I'll go bald if this continues!" The individuals qualified to serve as judges are all highly respected figures in the architecture industry. Since they are usually scattered all over the place, it is rare for everyone to gather together. Naturally, the atmosphere is lively and vibrant, with hearty laughter ringing out in the house from time to time.

"Zhang, when you were responsible for the initial review, did you discover any good works?" Wu Tianming leaned in and asked. He had seen Qin Kai's work before and felt that the quality was decent, just on the edge of winning. Otherwise, he wouldn't have taken on this job. He still had his reputation to uphold. If he could hear the name from other judges, he would feel much more at ease.

"Hehe, the results of the preliminary selection will be revealed shortly, and then everyone will know. " Zhang did not reveal any information. Commenting on it now would affect the evaluation results, and it would be inconvenient for him to say so in front of so many people."

Wu Tianming still wanted to find a chance to continue inquiring. The meeting host had already taken the stage to speak, "Alright, now that everyone is here, let's begin! President Jin is currently in an important meeting. He will join us once the results are close to being announced. Let's start the review process first. I now announce the review rules."

"Since this is the first time holding such a competition, there are no restrictions on the topic. Any work independently completed by the contestants is acceptable. Each entry should include two to four drawings, including a comprehensive plan that fully expresses the creative intent of the work, as well as architectural plans, elevations, sections, renderings, analysis drawings, model photos, etc., as well as a design explanation of about 500 words."

"The basic data that must be clearly indicated on the drawings of the design proposal: the name of the city where the site is located and its coordinates, the land area for construction, the total building area, the plot ratio, the building density, the green space ratio, and other necessary content."

"We have already screened the entries that do not comply with the regulations. We will take them out later for everyone to inspect, so as to avoid any omissions during the preliminary review and to prevent any outstanding works from being missed."

Such situations do occur occasionally in various architectural design competitions. In the future, when Zaha Hadid participated in a competition in Hong Kong, her work was rejected in the initial review stage. However, Arata Isozaki discovered it among the rejected submissions and was amazed by Zaha's ingenious design. He awarded her the grand prize, creating a remarkable story.

We are now in the review stage, where each work will be scored by multiple judges, and then the average score will be calculated. Finally, the works will be ranked according to their high scores. If there are any disputed works, the decision will be made by the chairman of the review committee, Mr. Jin.

This is also the inconvenience of the current transportation. In the future, there will be an additional on-site defense process, so that the architect's ideas in designing this work can be presented more clearly to the judges.

The entries that have passed the initial review are being brought in to be distributed to everyone. The back bottom right corner of each design board should be labeled with the participant's affiliation and name. This has already been pasted on the paper to prevent cheating.

However, Wu Tianming had seen Qin Kai's work earlier, so he recognized it at a glance. Wu Tianming was lucky as the artwork ended up in his hands not long after.

Wu Tianming pretended to look at it for a moment, "Not bad, the architectural functions are perfect, and the park's tour route is clear. With a slight modification, it can be used directly. There are not many students with this level of ability. It is worthy of encouragement."

Then he scored without hesitation, and when it was passed to the next judge, he even specifically praised a few words. The other judge nodded slightly, but when it was time to score, it was still a bit lower than Wu Tianming's score.

Due to the anonymous nature of the work and multiple reviewers, people will communicate with each other when they see good works. It didn't take long before someone exclaimed, "Oh, this piece is really good! Not only is it quite mature, but it also has its own ideas in it."

"Hmm, this work seems somewhat familiar. I think I saw it in the Journal of Urban Planning before. It should have been completed and can be entered for the competition?" Naturally, it must be Lin Lou's work that has caused such a sensation.

"According to the regulations, any work completed during the previous year at school can be submitted for review. Whether it has been implemented or not will not affect the evaluation results," someone immediately explained.

"Whose work is this?" Most of the people present are architects, who usually only read a few architecture journals, so it's not surprising that they haven't seen Lin Lou's articles before.

"Hehe, I can't say for sure, but we'll know the result later. I reckon this piece should be the first place winner of our competition this time!" The person did not disclose.

After the review, the scores were released and Lin Lou indeed came in first place, while Qin Kai just missed out and could only receive the second prize.
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How could this happen? Wu Tianming's heart suddenly sank, as he stepped forward to take a look. His score was indeed the highest, but the remaining evaluations were just average, and several comments expressed cliched sentiments.

Wu Tianming quickly went to see the entries that were ranked ahead of Qin Kai's. The scores given by the judges were indeed fair, and these entries were indeed better than Qin Kai's. In fact, if it weren't for him giving high scores, Qin Kai's ranking would have to be pushed further back.

If the difference is much, it's also okay. I'll just go back and tell Qin Kai's father, Qin Shan, and he will understand. Moreover, Qin Kai's uncle, Fang Tianyue, will definitely inquire about the situation. Since I have already scored high, even if he complains, he won't find a reason.

Now there is only one more contestant left. As long as he can pull down one of the previous contestants, Qin Kai will be able to win the first prize. This made Wu Tianming unwilling to give up, and he quickly continue to study other works, trying to find flaws in them and transfer the winning opportunity to Qin Kai.

This work is similar to Qin Kai's, both are design parks, but their design is obviously more innovative than Qin Kai's. It's easy to see the difference when comparing similar works. It's hard to find fault with them.

Hmm? This design style seems to be from Southeast University? Yang Tingbao is still alive, and Southeast University is a big shot in the architectural world. It's not worth offending Southeast University for a little personal favor. Let's just forget about it!

Wu Tianming looked through them one by one, but couldn't find any problems. Of course, this is not to say that the works of these contestants are flawless. After all, they are just students' works. How could there be no problems in the eyes of a senior architect like him? It's just that compared to Qin Kai's work, these works are indeed much better.

Especially for the first place, while preserving the old Beijing courtyard style, some modern architectural elements have been added. This concept is not something that students may understand, even experienced designers who have been working in Beijing for many years may not necessarily have it.

Huh? I can't do it at all. This shouldn't be a student's work, right? It might be the teacher helping with it. According to the rules of the competition, the design must be completed independently in order to qualify for the competition. In that case...

Wu Tianming felt that he had found an opportunity and immediately raised his hand to question, "Is the piece currently ranked highest truly made by a student? With such a high level of completion, it seems unlikely that it could be achieved without a certain level of experience, right?"

"Yeah, if students nowadays could reach this level, there would be hope for our country's architecture industry!" In fact, many judges were doubtful just now, but were still hesitating. Now with Wu Tianming taking the lead, there are immediately some supporters.

Moreover, there are quite a few supporting evidences. "Architecture is not just mathematics or physics. Relying solely on talent is not enough. Without a certain level of accumulation, how is it possible to produce such mature works?"

The only reason they raised doubts is that Linlou's work is too good, far beyond the level that a student should have. As a result, the atmosphere at the panel became noisy.

Wu Tianming seemed to see hope and spoke again, asking, "In that case, should the judging panel re-evaluate this entry? To see if there are any issues? I'm not targeting this contestant, but this is the first University Student Architecture Design Competition, and we should set a good precedent."

"If it is indeed his independent work, then that's great. We have a young talent in our country, right? But if it's not, and problems are found in the future, then the authority of this award will be questioned!" Wu Tianming made a pose of thinking about the award, and said seriously.

"Wu Gong has thought it through! It is indeed better to be more cautious for the first session." Jiang Gong and Lv Gong, who were contacted by Qin Shan before, have also realized this. Although they did not know that Wu Tianming also received benefits from Qin Shan, as long as the first place is disqualified, Qin Kai can then be substituted to win the first prize, which will also account for their past actions."

The several main members of the review committee whispered and discussed quietly. Naturally, they also wanted to carry on this award for a long time, and what Wu Tianming said made sense. So they agreed, "Well, for the fairness of our award, we should indeed study it carefully."

"Since the judging has concluded, let's first find out which student submitted this piece!" A judge picked up Lin Lou's work, displayed it to everyone, and then tore open the white paper on the back, revealing the information of the contestant underneath.

"Tsinghua University Department of Architecture, Class of 1980, Room 1, Lin Building," he read aloud.

"Oh, it's from Tsinghua University, no wonder their level is so high!" After hearing the name of the participating unit, many judges suddenly realized. Since the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University is the top-ranked architecture department in the country, it seems only natural for them to win first place, doesn't it?

"Wait, am I hearing it correctly? 1980 level student? Is it an undergraduate or a postgraduate student? Postgraduates should have specified it, right? If it's an undergraduate, then they just started university, right? They might not even have learned the most basic things yet. How could they possibly design such outstanding work?"

Upon hearing the words "Tsinghua University," Wu Tianming felt a sudden jolt in his heart. If he was concerned about Southeast University, how could he not worry about the consequences of offending Tsinghua? As he continued listening, however, he discovered a turning point. "Heh, if a freshman has this ability, I would eat this set of design drawings on the spot!"

I won't go into the specific design level, but just the hand-drawn skills alone are definitely not something a freshman could have!

"Hehe, Tsinghua really isn't very particular about things, huh? It would be easier if you could find a senior student in their fourth or fifth year!" Tsinghua's Department of Architecture has the greatest influence in the field of architecture, but it also has its rivals. At the time, someone sneered.

"How do you conduct the initial review? You didn't even investigate such obvious flaws?" Someone questioned the initial review staff.

"We deliberately sent an official letter to confirm, and Tsinghua University confirmed that the work was indeed independently completed by student Linlou. Oh, the landscaping, hydroelectric, and HVAC were indeed assisted by Tsinghua teachers, but this competition only focuses on the architecture itself, and these are irrelevant." Someone explained hurriedly.

"Oh, just because they said it's from you, you believe it? What kind of verification is this?" But this excuse did not convince the crowd.

There are also a few people who furrow their brows and ponder, "Hmm, Linlou, this name sounds somewhat familiar, doesn't it?"

Lin Lou is not just any ordinary student! Hu Xiang frowned as he listened, preparing to get the evaluation results as soon as possible, and then write the article. He wanted to help Lin Lou explain.

But he is not a member of the review committee. Being able to come in already required special approval. It doesn't seem appropriate to speak out hastily. While he was hesitating, Huxiang saw someone coming in and immediately heaved a sigh of relief. Now everything is fine.
Chapter 185: Wasted Efforts

"What's going on here? If there's a problem, let's talk about it calmly. What's all this arguing about?" President Jin entered from outside the door. He had just finished a meeting and was coming over to inquire about the outcome when he unexpectedly encountered this situation.

"President Jin, it's like this..." Immediately, someone ran up to President Jin and was about to report the situation to him in a low voice.

President Jin became angry after seeing his appearance, and immediately reprimanded him, saying, "If you have something to say, say it out loud. What's so secretive about giving out awards?"

"Yes!" The person blushed and said hurriedly, "It's like this, the first prize in this competition was won by Lin Lou, a student from the 1980 class of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. However, someone has raised doubts, claiming that this work has exceeded the ability range that university students in the Department of Architecture should have, especially since Lin Lou is just a freshman."

"Haha, what do you think I do? It's not surprising that you have such doubts." President Jin glanced at Lin's work and laughed, "This is indeed not a design that ordinary architecture students can produce."

Wu Tianming was even happier when he heard this. With President Jin's support, there should be no problem. If the first place at Tsinghua University is revoked, they can only blame President Jin, not me.

"Since Director Jin has said so, should we change the first place winner this time?" Wu Tianming immediately asked, suggesting that if the first place winner is disqualified, Qin Kai could be promoted to the first prize.

"Yeah, Tsinghua is a bit shameless. With their ability to cultivate students, getting first place is definitely not a problem. Why bother insisting on coming in first?" someone chimed in.

"What did I say? Do we need to replace the first place? Did my words imply that?" President Jin looked at Wu Tianming and asked, "You must not misinterpret my meaning!"

Wu Tianming seemed a little puzzled. Wasn't that what you just said? "You said just now that this work isn't something that ordinary architecture students can create, right?"

"Yeah, I did say that, but did I say that Lin Lou is just an ordinary architecture student?" President Jin continued to ask, "A freshman who can produce such outstanding work is definitely not ordinary!"

Oops, Wu Tianming almost spat out a mouthful of old blood. Oh, so you're indirectly praising me. Your sudden turn almost broke my waist.

"Maybe everyone will ask, how do I know that Lin Lou is not ordinary? It's simple. I have known him for a long time, and I have even seen this artwork in person!" President Jin said with a smile on his face.

"Last year, Mr. Bei Yuming came to Beijing. As representatives of the architecture industry, Wu and I went to greet him together. We then reviewed the design drawings for Mr. Bei's Xiangshan Hotel project. At the time, Wu raised a lot of questions. I originally thought these were raised by Wu himself, but it turns out all of these questions were actually summarized by this student named Linlou!"

"At the meeting, classmate Lin confidently persuaded Mr. Bei to make extensive modifications to this design draft. After the meeting, Mr. Bei even went with us to visit this courtyard, where the impact of seeing the building in person was even greater than that brought by the drawings. Even Mr. Bei was captivated by the decorations made of tiles by Lin in the courtyard."

"Following that, Linlou was also heavily involved in the new design proposal for Xiangshan Hotel. Haven't you seen the final design drawings for Xiangshan Hotel? Linlou's name is still listed in the architects' section! If he can assist Mr. Pei in designing, what's the big deal about designing a courtyard like this?"

"Oh, no wonder the name Lin Lou sounded familiar. I remember seeing it on the list of designers at the Fragrant Hills Hotel. I thought it was just a coincidence with the same name and surname, but turns out it's the same person!"

"I heard from the editor of the Urban Planning Journal that the article by Linlou was submitted with the help of Member Wu! With Member Wu's reputation, he definitely wouldn't endorse this work if it wasn't personally designed by Linlou." Many people have realized this.

"That day, Lin introduced to us the design of this work, which is mainly aimed at solving the serious lack of per capita living space for residents in the old city area of Beijing while preserving the old charm of the area. Commissioner Wu also mentioned Lin's plan at the urban planning discussion meeting in Beijing, suggesting that larger-scale experiments should be carried out in the future," Chairman Jin continued.

"In fact, our magazine 'Architect' had approached classmate Lin Lou some time ago to contribute an article. Classmate Lin Lou is currently organizing the translation of a large batch of foreign architectural masters' theoretical works into Chinese. We would like to ask him to write an article briefly introducing the development trajectory of foreign architectural concepts from the 1950s to the present." Finally, Hu Xiang found an opportunity to speak.

"Indeed, Lin has a very broad understanding in architectural concepts. In the design of the Xiangshan Hotel, he has proposed many new concepts. In this work, we can also clearly see a completely different approach from the previously popular design methods in China!" President Jin nodded in agreement.

"By the way, if this article is written, please send me a copy. I want to take a look first. Although I have also been abroad when I was young, I am still relatively unfamiliar with the changes in ideas in the past thirty years. I need to study 林楼's article!"

As President Jin praised, Wu Tianming's head hung lower and lower. I was pointing to an iron plate that couldn't be any harder. If I had known it would be like this, I might as well have found someone else to trouble. Now, it's too late to change my tune. If I pick on someone else's fault again, I'll be attacked by everyone.

Hey, all that excitement earlier was in vain! Wu Tianming was thinking about what Chairman Jin said earlier. Who would have thought that a college freshman could be so capable?

"President Jin, what contributions did Lin Lou make to the design of the Xiangshan Hotel?"

"President Jin, where exactly is this piece located? I would like to go and see it, is it possible?"

"Chairman Jin, besides the Xiangshan Restaurant and this piece of work, what other works does student Lin have?"

Just now, the gathering was full of criticism towards Lin Lou. After President Jin spoke, he made a complete U-turn, and everyone eagerly inquired about the situation with Lin Lou.

"Alright, alright, let's get back to business! Let's announce the rankings for this competition first! Did you just give the highest score to Lin's work? Then he will be the first place winner of this competition. Does anyone have any objections?" asked Chairman Jin.

"No comments!"

"No comments!"

"The first place definitely has to be him!" Would any of the judges have a different opinion? Even Wu Tianming has to support it!

Today is another update of tens of thousands of words, please collect and subscribe.
Chapter 186: The Big Promotion

Fortunately President Jin came back early, otherwise it would have been embarrassing. Many people are relieved. If they really cancelled the first place in Lin Building, the joke would have been too big. The supporters would have become the butt of jokes, right?

"The rising tide of the Yangtze River pushes the waves ahead! Our generation will soon be surpassed by the new generation." Many middle-aged people feel a sense of bitterness in their hearts. They did not have a conducive learning environment when they were students, their accumulation is not sufficient, and their professional quality is relatively average. The older generation is still bearing the brunt, while the new generation is slowly rising up.

It can be anticipated that once these people at Lin Building start working one after another, the majority of them will have to watch helplessly as these young people make rapid progress, gradually leaving them behind.

"They want to come up, but they have to rely on their actual skills! In construction, just relying on the things in the books is not enough!" Some people are indeed worried, but they will not give up easily. I didn't have a good opportunity to study when I was young, but after I started working, I never stopped learning. They want to take my place, but it's too early for them!"

However, if such a young person comes to our unit, I estimate that I will have to make way for him! Seeing the work of Lin Lou ahead, the newly risen confidence of this person slowly dissipates. This kind of talent is indeed not something I can compare to.

Hi, I'm not worried at all. If he's willing to come to our company, I'll be over the moon! With such a talent, our company will never lack major projects in the future. I'll be happy to assist him, and that would make my life worthwhile.

After a brief confusion, the review continued. Since Lin's work was flawless, it was only natural for it to take first place. The rankings for the other submissions were handed over to President Jin for review. Wu Tianming was now silent. This kind of thing can only be done once. If you continue to make a fuss, someone will definitely catch on.

Ah, I gave their child a high score and also spoke up for them, so I've done my part. If they're still not happy, there's nothing I can do. I'll give them a call later.

"Let's announce the first prize according to these evaluation results!" President Jin had already reviewed these works before. Now, after looking at the evaluation scores, they were in line with his expectations, so he approved them directly.

Looking at the second prize again, when seeing Qin Kai's work, she frowned slightly. This piece is indeed worth a second prize, but its ranking seems a bit unreasonable to be so high. After looking at the works of other winners, Jin Huizhang thought for a while and didn't say anything in the end. Anyway, this competition only awards first, second, and third prizes, and there is no distinction in rankings. So, let's leave it at that.

After the review was completed, the list of winners was announced on the spot. The judges had no objections, so the list of winners of the first National College Student Architectural Design Competition was finalized.

President Jin handed the list to Hu Xiang, "Let's announce this list in the next issue of the magazine. I'd like a few judges to evaluate some particularly outstanding works and write articles about them. Please reserve the space for them."

"We are well prepared," Hu Xiang suppressed his excitement and said, "With these preparations, the next issue of 'Architect' will definitely attract a lot of attention."

Got the list and handed it to the magazine. Everyone started discussing the content for the next issue. Someone suggested, "In that case, let's feature the results of the competition on the cover, and make sure to highlight it in the most prominent place on the cover."

"No, the recommended articles for the next issue's cover are already set," Hu Xiang immediately refused.

"This is the first National College Student Architectural Design Competition, and our magazine jointly hosts it. The architectural departments across the country are paying attention to it! It seems a little inappropriate not to recommend it on the cover when the results are announced, and some schools may even feel that we do not attach enough importance to this award. When we continue to solicit submissions this year, others may be reluctant to sign up!" Someone rebutted.

"This competition is co-hosted by us, but 'Architect' magazine is ultimately a journal of architectural theory. Therefore, if I have to choose between the competition results and a heavyweight architectural theory paper, I will still choose the latter as the recommended cover article for the next issue," Hu Xiang took out a stack of papers from the drawer. "Coincidentally, I have a great article on hand right now!"

"What kind of article is more important than the result of this competition? Wu's or Master Yang's?" As soon as they heard about a major article, the editors became curious.

"A major article on the changes in international architectural theory from the 1940s and 1950s to the present day, this article clearly outlines the evolution of contemporary architecture from modernism to postmodernism. It also introduces several architects who have made outstanding contributions in this process, such as Louis Kahn, Robert Venturi, and other masters, along with their works."

"This article is not only suitable for the next cover recommendation, but it's also more than good enough to be the focus recommendation for this year!" Hu Xiang was extremely happy, it was worth the trip. With an article like this, he wouldn't miss out on this year's bonuses and awards.

"Such an article is indeed weighty! Who wrote it?" Since they can serve as the editor of "Architect" magazine, these people naturally understand the significance of this article.

"It's quite a coincidence that the first place winner of our competition this time is Mr. Linlou from the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University! Not only does Mr. Linlou demonstrate outstanding talent in architectural design practice, but his theoretical research is also profound! With such remarkable achievements, I believe the teachers and students in other architecture departments will no longer complain about our lack of emphasis on awards."

"And if we continue to accept submissions this year, even more people will sign up. Just imagine, in the future, the winners can proudly say, 'I won the first prize in the Lin Building, and I won the first prize in the second year!' Lin Building's students have really elevated the prestige of the awards for us!" Niú Ruìyuè said, getting more and more excited.

"Um, but he is still a student, writing such a long article now. Will anyone recognize it? Some people still have concerns. Generally, this kind of article is supposed to be written by someone with certain qualifications, so that everyone will believe it. However, Lin is just a freshman, so his authority will naturally be questioned."

"I've already thought about this issue for a long time, and so did classmate Lin. That's why he asked Commissioner Wu and Mr. Bei Yuming to help write comments. With the recognition of these two masters, who would dare to disagree?" Hu Xiangliang took out two pieces of paper, which were the handwritten evaluations from Commissioner Wu and Mr. Bei Yuming, both of them commending Lin's article greatly.

"That's not a problem! We'll put the evaluations of the two masters at the front. Lin Lou's article will be highly recommended for the next issue's cover!" The editors decisively reached a consensus.

When this issue of the magazine is printed, the cover will bear the large characters "Lin Lou."

Sob, I also want a big update. Something came up suddenly today, so I can only do two updates. The next update will be later.
Chapter 187 Professor Lin

In the office of the Architecture Department at Jiangzhou University, young teachers Guo Yongbing and Liu Zaoyang are chatting, "Let's do the math. The results of the National University Student Architectural Design Competition should have been announced. I wonder how many awards our school can win."

"Ding Hanlong's level is pretty good, and his work is also outstanding. If nothing unexpected happens, he should be able to win a first prize. Dong Yu at most will get a third prize, but he's only a junior this year. If he accumulates experience for another year, he might be able to compete for the first prize next year. As for the others, they are far behind Ding Hanlong and Dong Yu." Liu Zaoyang counted several students from their school. Although the architecture department of Jiangzhou University can't compare to Tsinghua and Southeast University, it is still a strong force with a solid foundation.

"I think so too. Dong Yu winning an award would definitely make Qian Yingming happy. Dong Yu's architectural design foundation was taught by him, after all. She's his proud disciple!" Guo Yongbing nodded, sharing a similar opinion with Liu Zhaoyang.

"When the results are out, let Qian Yingming treat us to a meal, and we'll go for hot pot! I've been craving Zhao Er's hot pot for a long time! By the way, why hasn't Qian Yingming arrived yet?" asked Liu Zaoyang.

"He submitted an application to purchase foreign journals and monographs some time ago, so the result should be out soon! It would be great if they could approve some funds for purchasing materials!" Guo Yongbing looked expectantly towards the door.

Qian Yingming happened to push the door and entered, with a terrifyingly ugly expression, "No money! No money! Every time I ask, there is no money! But even if there is no money, we still need to buy the information, right? Without information, how can we understand the advanced concepts from overseas, and how can we make up for so many years of lag? How many years do we still need to teach these outdated knowledge to the students?"

"Yingming, please don't be angry! You know how expensive academic books are abroad, each one costs hundreds of dollars! The school's budget is also very tight!" The two of them hurriedly stepped forward to comfort him.

After a few words of persuasion, Qian Yingming still had not calmed down, "What I need are the essential materials. Let's take our 'History of Foreign Architecture' for example, the latest content still focuses on Le Corbusier and Gropius! The era of these figures has long passed. We must now timely understand the latest architectural concepts from the West! We need to understand the direction of architectural development after Le Corbusier!"

"Students are in need of broadening their horizons now. They should be able to see what the latest masterpieces are like. They can't just wait until they start working and still only design Bauhaus architecture, right?"

"If you want to understand the latest architectural concepts in the West, you don't need to buy foreign professional books!" The last young teacher in the office, Dai Zhenyu, happened to appear at the door and heard Qian Yingming's complaints, "Everyone, take a look at the latest issue of 'Architect' magazine. This issue has a major article that clearly outlines the development of international architectural concepts since the 1950s."

"Oh, by the way, the results of the first National University Student Architectural Design Competition are out. Ding Hanlong from our department won the first prize, and Dong Yu won the third prize. The director should be happy this time!" Wei Zhenyu placed the magazine in front of everyone.

"That is definitely worth celebrating!" If it weren't for the first half of the sentence, Qian Yingming would have definitely taken the magazine to inform everyone, but as soon as he heard that the magazine contained what he was most concerned about, he sat back down again.

"An Overview of the Development of Contemporary Foreign Architectural Concepts" at Tsinghua University's Lin Building!" Liu Zaoyang read the title on the cover. "Is this Professor Lin Building from the architecture department at Tsinghua University? How come I haven't heard of him before?"

Can write such a heavy article, it should be a professor. Liu Zaoyang subconsciously thought so, and Guo Yongbing also agreed with his point of view, "Maybe like Commissioner Wu, both are professors who have studied abroad, so they can find relevant information."

Qian Yingming nodded slowly, while only Wei Zhenyu smiled without speaking.

"Don't just stand there, hurry up and flip through to see what's written!" urged by the crowd, Qian Yingming quickly flipped to the main text, and several heads gathered together to carefully browse through it.

"What? Modernism is already outdated? We've only just started learning about it!"

"Is this La Sagrada Familia completely different from the past style of Gothic churches? Why does the design look so strange? But from the inside, it's indeed impressive."

"Postmodernism? I'm so over it! Haha, Mr. Venturi really criticized Mies harshly!"

These new pieces of knowledge have greatly excited a few young teachers, especially the pictures of classic architecture which have had a profound impact on them. "Oh, it's a pity that these pictures are too small. It would be great if we could have high-definition images! Right now, we can only see a blurry outline and can't make out the details at all!"

The illustrations in journals and magazines nowadays are unlikely to be full-color high-definition versions, which disappoints Guo Yongbing and his team. "I wonder if Professor Lin is approachable? How about we write him a letter, attach the photocopying fee, and ask if he can send us back some clearer pictures?"

"Haha, don't all call him Professor Lin, he's not a professor at all!" Wei Zhenyu finally couldn't help but speak out, even though he also thought so when he saw this article.

"Not a professor? Is Tsinghua so strict in evaluating titles? With just this article, it should definitely be enough to be promoted to professor in our school, right? Not to mention, in the local architectural theory research, I haven't seen such a comprehensive and timely article before!" Liu Zaoyang asked, puzzled.

"Keep reading to the end of the article, where you'll find the author's biography!" Wei Zhenyu reminded with a suppressed smile.

Qian Yingming and others temporarily suppressed their curiosity and continued to read carefully, almost every line and every picture brought them substantial gains.

Until the last line, the audience still felt a little reluctant, "Ah, the article is indeed a good one, it's just a bit too brief. It would be great if this article could be expanded into a book."

"The article also mentioned that Lin is organizing manpower to translate relevant works as quickly as possible. If everything goes smoothly, the book could be published by the end of this year. In addition, the magazine Architect will continue to publish related articles. The next issue seems to be an analysis of Louis Khan's architectural concepts and interpretations of classic works. Wei Zhenyu is looking forward to these articles."

"Okay, that's good, that's good! Oh, here's Professor Lin's introduction!" Qian Yingming still instinctively referred to Lin Lou as a professor, but he quickly became stunned. "A first-year student in the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University? How is that possible!"

"Did I make a mistake in writing? Could it be that they are a first-year PhD student?" Liu Zaoyang craned his neck to look, and saw clearly that it was written as a freshman undergraduate.

Just got home, hardly slept last night, but still need to code the first chapter for tomorrow!
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"Impossible, right? Can a freshman student have this level of capability? Then, wouldn't all the years I've spent studying be wasted?" Guo Yongbing's eyes were somewhat dull, still unable to accept all of this.

"Look, here are the comments from Wu and Mr. Pei on this article! Both masters have endorsed Linlou, which proves that he does have the ability!" Wei Zhenyu pointed at the lines in the magazine and said.

"And Lin students not only have achievements in theoretical research! They also have a great achievement in the field of design practice. He played an important role in the design process of Xiangshan Hotel. He also won the first place in the national university architectural design competition! The design of this new type of courtyard combines elements of Chinese classical architecture and modernist architecture, while also providing a good reference for the renovation of the old city of Beijing."

Wei Zhenyu flipped through the magazine and landed on the page that reviewed the award-winning works of the National University Student Architecture Competition. Pointing at the courtyard design by Lin Lou, he said, "In comparison, it seems that all the years of education we have received have indeed gone to waste."

Alas, we are all professors in the architecture department, yet we can't even outperform a freshman. It would be understandable if he excelled only in a specific area, as everyone's talents vary. But it seems that we are inferior to him in both theory and practice, which is quite embarrassing.

And they also do not know that Linlou pioneered the era of computer-aided design software. If an article is written and published in a certain journal after Houku Middle School is built, they will surely be even more impressed after reading it, won't they? They are also not very aware of the role of computers in architectural design.

"This work is indeed very interesting. There are also many old buildings in Jiangzhou that need to be demolished, right? It would be a pity to just demolish them, but it's not practical to preserve all of them. Previously, we only thought about preserving a few representative classic buildings, but now it seems that protecting the old city's style and meeting the growing demand for housing are not completely irreconcilable contradictions!" Qian Yingming carefully studied the photos of the courtyard and said.

"Looking at these decorative details again, I never thought before that ancient tiles could be used to create such a modern decorative effect. To have such a design proves that they have indeed thoroughly studied the modernist architectural style!" Liu Zaoyang was more focused on the tile decorations.

"I really want to go and see it in person! But I guess I'll have to wait until summer vacation at the earliest!" Guo Yongbing was eager to rush to Beijing to take a look, but when he considered the distance from Jiangzhou to Beijing and the speed of the train, he could only postpone the trip.

"At that time let's go together! If we could be with Lin... Hey, how should we address this person? Calling them a classmate seems impolite, right? But if we call them a teacher..." Wei Zhenyu was conflicted, after all, we are university professors. It seems a bit excessive to address a student as a teacher, right?"

"Let's call him Lin Worker, since he is able to produce such outstanding work, he naturally deserves this title," Liu Zaoyang thought of a solution. This is also a common practice in the industry, and it's not necessary to have the title of engineer in order to be called X Worker."

"Lin is indeed great. I'm getting ready to write a letter to Lin. I have many questions to ask him!" Qian Yingming can't wait for the next issue of "Architect" magazine, which is currently a bimonthly publication. It takes two months for each issue, and they can't bear to wait for that long.

"Should we each write a letter separately to ask for advice, or should we write one together? Writing together would make it easier for Linlou to read and respond, but if the letter gets lost in the mail, we would lose everything."

"Let's write it together and spend a little more to send it by registered mail!" Nowadays, sending a letter within the city costs 4 cents, while sending it to another place costs 8 cents. However, sending a registered letter requires an additional three yuan, which is enough to cover several days of meals for an ordinary family. However, for the sake of safety, they are still willing to spend this money.

According to the post office regulations, registered mail is registered and processed individually during its handling and delivery inside the post office, while regular mail is not registered. If registered mail is not received, the recipient can use the receipt to inquire about its status at the original post office, while regular mail cannot be inquired about. With these regulations, the possibility of registered mail getting lost is much smaller than regular mail.

Four young teachers gathered together to discuss and carefully wrote a letter. Then they personally went to the post office to send it via registered mail, which cannot be dropped into the mailbox and must be handed over to the post office at the service window by the sender.

The postal service personnel inspect, package, write, and postmark the registered letter according to the requirements, and then handle the registration procedures at the post office and issue a domestic registered letter receipt. Afterwards, the letter is sent by mail to Beijing, where it is sorted and sent to the sub-office, and then delivered to Mr. Lin by the sub-office postman.

"Another letter? Which school is it this time? Oh, Jiangzhou University, not bad!" Wenxuan stretched his neck to take a look, "Tsinghua University, Tongji University, Southeast University, Harbin Institute of Technology, and now Jiangzhou University. At this rate, you'll have visited most of the major architecture departments in the country!"

"Need help with replying to the letters?" Ma Yong asked. Lately, Linlou has received quite a few letters, and he couldn't reply to all of them alone. Since the content of the letters was quite similar, Linlou wrote standard answers to the most concerning issues in a few of the letters, and had Ma Yong and others help copy them, in order to manage the workload.

Some letters even require photocopies of drawings to be enclosed. The photos from the "Architect" magazine are the focus of their inquiry, and they are very eager to see more architectural details.

This job not only requires a lot of effort, but also requires you to pay for postage and copying costs yourself. However, Lin is enjoying it. Those who can realize the importance of this article and actively learn from it will definitely have a place in the construction industry in the future. Answering their questions now is equivalent to establishing a relatively close relationship, which will be very useful in the future!

Why does representative Wu have such a high status in the domestic construction industry? In addition to his outstanding ability, he has worked at Tsinghua University for many years, where he has trained numerous students. These students have then gone on to achieve success in their own right and have further nurtured a new generation of successors. After decades, Representative Wu has become a revered figure for countless professionals in the construction industry. It's no wonder that his status is so high.

Lin Lou is doing the same thing now. These people accept his guidance, draw nourishment from his letters, and, in a sense, establish unofficial teacher-student relationships with him. In a few more years, Lin Lou can proudly say, "I can also be counted as someone with students all over the world!"

The second update today will still be a bit late. I'll start writing as soon as I wake up and try to provide more updates for everyone!
Chapter 189: Rescheduling Classes (For Alliance Master, the First Teardrop Scalds the Heart, Extra Update on November 18th)

"Let's see what's written in the letter first!" Lin read the letter carefully after opening the envelope. The letter was not much different from other letters, still asking for the latest architectural theory and requesting architectural drawings. Additionally, the sender thoughtfully included the postage for the reply and the money for the drawings.

This is also a kind of small trick! Even if you originally had no intention of replying to the letter, you would feel awkward receiving the money. You can't just accept the money directly, right? At least you should send the money back to them. But since you must reply, why not write something in the letter? In this way, their purpose is also achieved.

"The answers to the questions they asked are all written in the standard response I provided. Please make a copy and send it to them. Also, make copies of the drawings they requested and send them back together." Lin handed the letter to Mayong. "I've been receiving too many letters recently. If I have to personally respond to each one, I won't have time for anything else."

Luckily, with so many roommates helping out, it saved a lot of time for herself. After looking at the letter, Ma Yong said, "If they are giving so many blueprints, the postage they provided is not enough."

Wei Zhenyu and the others originally thought that Lin Building would only provide a few reduced-scale blueprints. However, Lin Building decided that the quality of the reduced-scale blueprints was not high, and instead opted to provide a few large-scale blueprints. In this case, the amount of money they sent with the letter will not be enough.

"It's okay, anyway I have my own copier. It's rare for everyone to have such a enthusiasm for studying, so just consider it as helping everyone out," Lin Lou said indifferently. His monthly salary of 5,000 dollars allowed him to do these things freely. If it were someone else, even if they wanted to help, they probably wouldn't have the means to do so.

The level of architectural design in a country is not necessarily determined by the most top-notch master. Portuguese architect Álvaro Siza is one of the most important architects of contemporary times, but the overall level of architectural design in Portugal is not considered top-notch.

The rise of Japanese architectural design is not only dependent on the individual efforts of Kenzo Tange, nor is it limited to the three masters of Tadao Ando, Kisho Kurokawa, and Fumihiko Maki. It also includes a large number of outstanding architects such as Arata Isozaki, Toyo Ito, Shin Takamatsu, Kazuyo Sejima, Toshihito Hosaka, Hiroshi Hara, Itsuko Hasegawa, Yukio Minobe, Jun Aoki, Riken Yamamoto, Akira Kuryu, Tadao Ando, Shigeru Ban, and others, forming a strong force in the international arena.

In contemporary China, although there are architects like Wang Shu who have won the Pritzker Prize, the overall level still lags behind Japan. Moreover, despite Wang Shu's accolades, it seems that he is still not favored in the field of commercial architecture.

An inappropriate example would be that Wang Shu may be akin to Jia Zhangke in the film industry. Despite numerous awards abroad, he has not contributed much to the industrialization of China's film industry. For the rise of Chinese cinema, more figures like Wu Jing and Guo Fan are needed.

In the field of architecture, it's the same. Lin is confident in becoming one of the top architects in the world, but one person alone is not enough. He hopes to see more young architects emerge to elevate the overall level of architectural design in China to a new level. Therefore, when encountering so many young architectural practitioners eager to learn, he will spare no effort in this regard.

If because of my help, China can produce a group of young architects like Ma Yansong, that would be even better, so I won't have to fight alone.

Mayong and his team are also very willing to take on this job. On the one hand, it is because they can help Linlou and repay the favor, and on the other hand, in helping him to reply to the letter, they can also deepen their understanding of these knowledge and improve their professional standards.

Shortly after, Wei Zhenyu and the others received a reply. The thick envelope brought them both surprise and a hint of guilt. "So many drawings, such a heavy letter...did Lin really pay extra for this? How can we accept this so easily!"

"Just these blueprints alone must have cost a lot of money! Lin is still unemployed, right? I'm guessing he spent all the prize money he received, along with the bonus from publishing the paper, on this!" Liu Zao Yang spread out the blueprints and greedily examined the various details of the Langxiang Church.

"Hurry and calculate how much these blueprints and postage will cost, and quickly write a letter to Lin Gong to make up for it," Guo Yongbing said as he looked at the blueprints of the Greek Gem Building.

"I estimate that we'll have to put our entire month's salary into this!" Qian Yingming roughly calculated, "There are so many drawings, the photocopying costs are not low." Then he said, "Lin, you're too generous, aren't you?"

"Don't talk about one month's salary, even if it's two months, it's worth it! Let's not even talk about whether there's a way, even if there is a way to directly buy foreign materials, how much would it cost?" Even though the school definitely won't reimburse them for this expense, Liu Zaoyang still feels it's worth it.

"When it's summer vacation, I must go to Beijing to personally thank the forestry worker. I just don't know what his plans are for the summer vacation. If we go and he's already gone back home, that would be regrettable! I think I'll just ask directly in the letter."

Then, taking a few days, I temporarily digested the information in Lin's letter, and raised new questions before sending another letter with more money attached to Lin.

After some time, they received another letter from Linlou. In the letter, Linlou not only answered their questions, but also sent more drawings and explained his summer plans.

"Great, Lin is going to travel and gather inspiration during the summer vacation, and will definitely come to Jiangzhou. We have to entertain him well when the time comes!" When Liu Zao Yang and others received this message, they were extremely happy.

"Let's treat Mr. Lin to hot pot later! I just don't know if Mr. Lin can eat spicy food or not?"

"Let's first make a list of representative buildings in Jiangzhou, then plan the sightseeing route. We can also borrow a car and take the forestry worker to have a good look!" The four of them immediately started discussing how to receive Linlou.

Such situations are not only happening in Jiangzhou, but also in many other cities. When Linlou goes out for a summer vacation, he probably won't need to bring money.

In the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, another young teacher was influenced by Lin Lou. Wen Dingchang looked at the course schedule for the next academic year and felt conflicted. After much consideration in his office, he finally walked into the office of Commissioner Wu and said, "Commissioner Wu, I feel my abilities are limited. It's a bit challenging for me to teach sophomores. I think I'll focus on teaching freshmen next semester!"

"Xiao Wen, I understand your abilities very well. What could be the problem with you teaching the second-year class? If you didn't have the ability, we wouldn't have made such arrangements, would we?" Commissar Wu tried to persuade him, but after a long while, Wen Dingchang still wouldn't budge.

Slowly, Mr. Wu began to understand a bit, "Oh, is it because of Linlou?"

Thank you for saying that I am unable to have it, book friend 20170518204449563, -Ice Rain-, Gu Yueqing's reward, there is still one chapter at five o'clock.
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Next semester, Lin Building will enter the second year. According to the schedule for the second year, there will be a course on "History of Modern Foreign Architecture," and Wen Dingchang happens to be the teacher for this course.

If it were in the past, it wouldn't be a big deal, but now Lin Lou is leading a team to write a new monograph on "Modern History of Foreign Countries." Due to various reasons, Wen Dingchang did not participate in the writing team, but he has already read some of the manuscripts, which are definitely better than the textbooks currently being used. Just the thought of having such students in his class makes him a little overwhelmed.

How should I conduct the class then? What if I make a mistake? I will definitely be laughed at, won't I? What if right at that time his book becomes the school's teaching material, and I have to teach using the book he authored? What's that supposed to be?

"Yes, give him the 'History of Modern Architecture in Foreign Countries'. I feel a bit pressured." Saying this, Wen Dingchang felt a sense of shame, but also relaxed a lot.

"This situation is indeed rare!" Member Wu also felt a little awkward. He has been in the education sector for decades and has never encountered a similar situation.

"I've read Linlou's draft, it is of a much higher standard than the current textbook. I may not be able to fully comprehend it in a short period of time, let alone teach it to the students. Therefore, do you think it would be better to have someone else teach this course?" Now that the words had been spoken, Wendding Chang's speech flowed much more smoothly.

"I have read it too. It can indeed be used as teaching material. If time permits, I would also like to use this book as the teaching material for the upcoming semester," Member Wu nodded slowly, acknowledging his suggestion. "In that case, I'll see if we can find a replacement."

Unfortunately, Lin is only a sophomore, it would have been better if he were in a higher grade, then it would be nice to arrange for him to teach sophomore students. But now, those students who need to attend classes are still his classmates, which seems a bit inappropriate. So let's find a teacher who has been working on the compilation of the book with him to help out for a year. Maybe next year, Wen Dingchang should not mind, right?

"Thank you, Commissioner Wu, for your trouble!" Wen Dingchang finally felt relieved. He wouldn't have to face that extremely awkward situation next semester. Who would have thought that as a teacher, he would encounter such a situation? I probably won't find anyone else in the country in such an awkward situation, will I?

I should have joined their team earlier. Now, although I've avoided embarrassment, I've also missed the opportunity for a promotion. After this book is completed, Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and Xu Jiaping will definitely be promoted, right? Why did I miss out on this? Just thinking about this, the feeling of relief that arose in me turned into regret.

By the way, they can all obtain the first-level professional title, so how will Lin be? Maybe he will stay at school as soon as he graduates and be promoted to lecturer out of the normal procedure? And it won't be long before he is sure to be promoted out of the normal procedure again. Perhaps in a few years, he will be promoted to professor earlier than me. Comparisons are odious!

Lin Lou doesn't know yet that the teacher will be changed next year because of himself. He is currently participating in the topping-out ceremony of the new teaching building at Houku Middle School. The project is not large in scale, and the construction team is experienced and skilled, so the main building construction was quickly completed and officially topped out.

This major milestone naturally calls for a celebration. Gu Weimin and Liu Tong both came and asked the most concerned question, "I didn't expect it to reach the top so smoothly. There shouldn't be a similar project abroad, right?"

"As far as I know, there isn't at the moment!" This is a great promotional gimmick, so Lin Qiao in the United States will also promptly gather various information. At least for now, no one else has taken the lead.

"I have also prepared the article. After taking a few photos on site today, I can send it to Mr. Bei and ask for his help in submitting it for publication." Lin patted the camera hanging from his chest. This was also a promise that Bei Yuming had made earlier, otherwise he wouldn't have taken on the project at Xiangshan Hotel.

As of now, the construction progress of Xiangshan Hotel is still relatively smooth, but Lin has not relaxed because the previous work was mainly on laying foundations and clearing the ground. The more complex tasks are still ahead, and those are the stages that are prone to problems. It will definitely cause a lot of trouble for Li Lanzhou in the future.

The stacking of rockery, arrangement of pebbles, and the protection of Xulangzhai site are all very meticulous work. In fact, before this, there have been disputes between Linlou and Li Lanzhou over the protection of ancient trees and other issues.

There is currently no concept of tree protection. According to Li Lan Zhou's idea, the trees should be cut down directly. However, Linlou is unwilling to let the Fragrant Hills Hotel be criticized, so they insist on transplanting the entire trees, which will inevitably affect the progress of construction. In the end, Li Lan Zhou caved in.

Ai, it's because it's a master like I.M. Pei. If it were an ordinary designer daring to make such demanding requirements, they would be scolded by the owner. However, it is precisely because of these demanding requirements that ensure that the Fragrant Hill Hotel will become a classic work. Therefore, Linlou must ensure that the construction team must complete the work according to these demanding requirements.

"That's good. If there's anything you need help with, feel free to ask. Mr. Bei should be in France now, right? Regular international mail can be slower with a risk of loss. Once your article is ready, I'll get someone to help send it through diplomatic pouch to be handed over by the diplomatic personnel in Paris!" With ninety percent of the matter already completed, Gu Weimin didn't want to make mistakes at the last moment.

If someone else gets ahead due to a lost email, it would be tearfully frustrating. Regardless, Gu Weimin is determined to ensure that the honor of having the world's first building completely designed with computer assistance remains in China.

"That would be great! I'll work on the article when I get back tonight and deliver it to you first thing in the morning!" Lin is naturally eager to finish early, while Gu Weimin and Liu Tong are concerned about this honor, and he thinks it would definitely be a good publicity stunt to help with the promotion of CAD."

On the podium, the university president is delivering a speech with a glowing expression. It is a great honor for Houchu Middle School, and he naturally feels happy. It is expected that when the teaching building is renovated and ready for classes, many schools will come to visit and learn. This is definitely a great thing.

When I returned to the quadrangle in the evening, Lin began to wrap up his work on the articles. There were a total of two articles, one to be published in a domestic publication in Chinese, and the other to be featured in "Architectural Progress" in English. The latter was chosen because of the magazine's significant influence, as well as the fact that several members of the Pritzker Prize jury were among its editors.

Although it's a bit early to talk about the Pritzker Prize for Lin Lou, it's still beneficial to make an early impression in front of the judges.

Work hard to update the manuscript with ten thousand words tomorrow to pay off the debt.
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The latest issue of "Construction Progress" has just been released, and Lin Qiao has already got it. He hurriedly opened it and saw the name of the Lin Building. Without paying attention to the details, he immediately rushed to Autocad Company. This is the name of the new company. When John Walk and Alvar Green were struggling to come up with a name for the new company, Lin Building set the history back on track.

"Guys, the opportunity we've been waiting for has finally arrived!" As soon as he walked into the company, Lin Qiao waved the magazine in his hand and shouted loudly, having learned the American way of speaking after a long time in the United States.

"Yeah! Has Lin's work been completed?" John Walker exclaimed, waving his fist as he snatched the magazine. Ava Green, Mike Riddell and others immediately crowded around. "With this article, we will have an easier time penetrating the market!"

"Yes, being able to complete some simple tasks and being able to design a whole building are completely different concepts, even if it's just a small building! According to the data we have collected, small buildings account for a higher proportion of the buildings constructed each year than those large-scale buildings; of course, it would be even better if your younger brother could complete the design of a large building using a computer as soon as possible!" praised Avar-Green.

"It's not easy to achieve this, but Mr. Lin is right. If we introduce a mouse, the design process will become much easier!" Mike Riddle said. "The mouse can handle most of the tasks carried out by the digitizer and graphics tablet for coordinate input, and the operation will be much simpler!"

"We can start according to the plan now. I believe the news media has already started paying attention to this news! The world's first building project fully designed by computers has unexpectedly emerged in China. I think those media outlets must be very surprised and eager to quickly understand the information! So, let's call the familiar media now!"

So everyone immediately took action and started calling the media, "Hello, is this the San Francisco Chronicle? I have a major news story to share with you, are you interested?"

"Hello, is this the San Francisco Evening Post? This is Autec Software Company. We have some big news here. The San Francisco Chronicle has already sent a reporter over. Would you like to join as well?"

"Hello, Mr. from The New York Times. This is Outek Software Company. We wanted to inform you that the world's first building completely designed by computers has been completed using our software. If you would like to learn more about it, please send someone to Silicon Valley at your earliest convenience."

From the Bay Area media to the coverage of major media outlets across the United States, most of the media contacted expressed strong interest. By the afternoon, reporters had already arrived at the door.

Aval-Grin presented "Architectural Progress" to them and said, "Unfortunately, although computers and graphic interactive software were born in the United States, the world's first building project completed entirely by computers emerged in China."

"Is all of this real? How could such high-tech products come from China?" The arrogant American journalist was initially unwilling to believe in this. In their view, China was a backward country. In fact, in the minds of ordinary Americans, this view would persist well into the 21st century, even if everything around them was made in China, they would not want to admit it.

"The Construction Progress" is an authoritative magazine. If they are willing to publish the article, they must have done the verification!" This statement angered Lin Qiao. Although China is currently lagging behind, it does not mean that we cannot do anything. "Moreover, we have Mr. I.M. Pei's endorsement. This project is indeed born in China."

"We went to China to see the design drawings of this project, and it was indeed designed using our company's software!" Avril Green added. Even though the software did not belong to Autodesk at that time, it did not affect him from taking the opportunity to promote his own company.

Then Lin Qiao began to talk about the process of the project's creation. The journalist listened with interest, but some of the professional terminology used by Lin Qiao was a bit distant from the average reader. Therefore, the journalist had to ask, "Could you use simpler language to explain the process of creating this software? What prompted you to develop this software?"

"It's all because of my younger brother. He is a student majoring in architecture, studying at the best architecture department in China. When we were chatting about architectural drawing, my brother said that the traditional hand-drawing is just too tiring. He wondered if there could be some way for him to be a little lazy?" Lin Qiao remembered the techniques taught by Lin Lou and began to tell the story to the reporter.

"At first, I was very against my brother's idea. It seems like it's not a good idea to be lazy no matter what kind of work you do! But my brother said that laziness is the root of promoting scientific progress!"

Compared to just now, the reporters are undoubtedly much more excited. The phrase "laziness promotes progress" has caught their attention. This statement is simply right up the Americans' alley.

"People tamed horses and invented trains, cars, and airplanes because they found walking too tiring. They began smelting metals and making various metal tools because hunting and farming with stone tools was too exhausting. Computers were developed because manual calculation was too tiring. These inventions born out of laziness gradually led humanity into civilization."

"It is precisely because of being lazy that we have today's brilliant technology. Since that's the case, why not develop a software to make design and drawing easier? So, this software was created, and architects no longer have to toil at the desk drawing blueprints with paper and pen," Lin Qiao spoke confidently.

"Yes, I don't want to write with a pen either. Typewriters are undoubtedly much faster! I also don't want to rely on my legs to come to your place for an interview." This story resonated with the journalists, and the advancement of technology has made their work much more convenient.

"If there were no recording devices, I would still have to write down everything you say with a notebook," said the journalist, while another journalist shook the small recording interview device in their hand.

"Laziness Drives Technological Advancement! What a great headline!" Some people have even thought of the title for the article, Americans will surely like this sentence.

"This is fantastic, I think the promotional effect this time may be even better than we expected!" Avril Green whispered to John Walker, who was well-versed in marketing and understood the power of this statement.
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Soon, this sentence appeared in various newspapers and magazines. Ordinary people used newspapers as an excuse to be lazy, while many professionals in the architecture, design, and computer fields began to pay attention to CAD software.

After that day, the phone at Outec Company has been constantly ringing non-stop. There have been continuous inquiries, and the existing phone lines and staff are not enough. They had to install more extensions and temporarily hire a batch of staff to answer the calls.

There are media reporters scheduling interviews, software industry professionals inquiring out of curiosity, venture capital firms discussing cooperation, and of course, professionals from the construction industry seeking advice on software and planning to make purchases.

"Yes, yes, our software can complete most of the drawing operations, and the price is very low. You don't need to buy a special small machine. A regular personal computer can meet the requirements! If you have specific functional requirements, we can continue to improve the software to meet your needs." Even John Walker had to personally answer the call.

After a day's work, their throats were all dry. They couldn't wait to rush to the restroom as soon as they finished work. They had been drinking water to moisten their throats almost constantly during work, and now they couldn't hold it any longer.

After the release of the water, John Walker showed a relaxed and comfortable expression, then reached out his hand to give a high five to Ava Green, "Buddy, our software is going to be a hit!"

"Wait, have you washed your hands? But you're right, our software is definitely going to be a hit!"

"But this is not enough. We need to step onto a bigger stage. I think after COMDEX sees these reports, they will definitely give us a better position and a larger booth!"

COMDEX is the English abbreviation for Computer Dealer's Expo. The exhibition mainly showcases the latest computer hardware, software, peripherals, networking products, and cutting-edge technology.

The first session was held in 1979, and has been held annually since then. After a short period of development, it has rapidly become the industry's premier event, with significant influence in the United States and globally. Gaining recognition from the industry and customers at COMDEX would further solidify Outeck's future.

They have previously applied for a booth, and although their application was approved, they were only assigned a small corner booth. Compared to companies like Apple and IBM, let alone newer companies like Microsoft, they are far behind.

Sure enough, a few days later, the organizers of COMDEX called John Walker and informed him that their booth had been rearranged, and they now have a booth three times larger than before, as well as a much more prominent location.

Lin Qiao and John Walker actively receive orders, accept interviews from journalists, and actively prepare for the exhibition. When the exhibition is about to start, they leave only a few people to answer the phone calls, and the rest all head to Las Vegas, Nevada to prepare for the exhibition.

After several days of preparation, their booth is finally set up. Despite lacking funds to build a luxurious booth like those big companies, they have Lin Lou, an excellent architect, who can make up for this shortcoming with his design skills.

The exhibition hasn't started yet, but this stylish and functional booth has already attracted attention from other companies. Some companies even came to inquire about the designer of this booth and whether there is a possibility for future cooperation.

"Did my younger brother design it? He's still in China and doesn't have time to come to the United States, but I will help convey the message to you," Lin Qiao proudly said.

After receiving the message, Linlou smiled and directly refused, "Let's forget it. This job is too small. They'll have to pay a high price if they want me to do it!"

The exhibition architecture has also created many classics, such as the Crystal Palace designed by Sir Joseph Paxton at the 1851 London World Expo. This 606-meter long, 150-meter wide, and 20-meter high building was made entirely of steel, glass, and wood, representing the epitome of modern industry and pioneering a new architectural design concept.

The famous Eiffel Tower was actually built by the French for the 1889 World Expo. This building, which consumed 7,000 tons of steel, stood as the world's tallest building for forty years until it was replaced by the Empire State Building in 1930.

The designer Eiffel mortgaged his company and all his property to the bank in order to raise funds, and eventually spent $1.6 million to build this great structure. However, during the World Expo, numerous tourists were willing to spend 5 francs to ascend the tower and overlook Paris. In six months, he recouped $1.4 million, plus a $300,000 government subsidy. Before the end of the World Expo, Eiffel started making money.

In 1873, at the Vienna World's Fair, the Central Industrial Palace, designed by the British scientist Russell, was called the eighth wonder of the world; at the 1925 Paris World's Fair, Le Corbusier contributed the New Spirit Pavilion; and at the 1958 Brussels World's Fair, Watkin-King designed the Atomium.

In 1962, Edward Carlson designed the Seattle cultural landmark, the Space Needle, for the Seattle World's Fair; in 1970, the Tower of the Sun by Taro Okamoto became an iconic representation of the era for the Osaka World's Fair in Japan; and in 2010, the Crown of the East by academician He Jingtang amazed the world at the Shanghai World Expo.

But these are all big scenes. An exhibition like COMDEX cannot give birth to such a classic, so Lin Lou directly refused. Of course, if Apple or IBM are willing to pay a big price, then it's another matter.

"By the way, the exhibition will start tomorrow. Are you all ready?" Lin Lou's concern now is not about architectural design, but whether AUTOCAD can make a big impact."

"No problem, we have prepared three thousand copies of the software, five thousand copies of the materials, and over ten presenters, which is more than enough to handle any situation!" Lin Qiao appeared confident.

"That's great, I'll wait for your good news!" Lin Lou was more confident than Lin Qiao. The original version of AUTOCAD had performed miracles at COMDEX, not to mention that the current version has more complete functionality and is more user-friendly. As long as the people attending the exhibition aren't foolish, they will definitely return with great success.

The next day, the exhibition finally began. Visitors from all over the United States streamed into the exhibition hall to start visiting various exhibits, such as Apple's computers, Wang An's new devices, and Atari's new games, all of which received enthusiastic responses.

And at the slightly back position, the Otaku Company also welcomed the first batch of visitors. The timing of the news report was just right, and many visitors remembered the phrase "Laziness drives technological progress." Lin Qiao also hung this slogan above the booth, and many people came over after seeing this slogan.

"Hello, I'm George Eastwood from Eastwood Architecture Firm. Could you introduce me to this software?"
Chapter 193: I Bought It (For the Alliance Leader, The First Tear That Burned My Heart, Plus More 1318)

"Since you are an architect, you must understand the evolution of architectural design. The development of human architecture is closely tied to the history of design tools, which ultimately determine the level of design achievement."

"The intricacy of carving knives and bamboo slips,
the fragility of goose feather pens and parchment scrolls,
the variability of charcoal pens and papyrus,
all make architectural design a long and arduous process;
even today, the majority of architects are still using quick-drying steel pens, T-square rulers, and tracing paper for simple and inefficient repetitive tasks, until the emergence of design software."

Lin Qiao started by talking about the evolution of design history, "In the mid-1950s, the United States Air Force's Semi-Automatic Ground Environment (SAGE) air defense system adopted the world's first graphic system."

"In 1960, Ivan Sutherland, a doctoral student at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, developed the world's first interactive graphics system using a light pen, called Sketchpad. However, the 3D CAD systems that emerged at this time were only simple wireframe systems, capable of expressing basic geometric information but unable to effectively convey the topological relationships between geometric data."

"However, by the end of the 1960s, the number of CAD workstations installed by the United States had exceeded 200, available for use by several hundred people."

"In the 1970s, the French proposed the Bézier algorithm, making it feasible to use computers to handle curve and surface problems. The world's first three-dimensional modeling system was developed based on the two-dimensional drawing system."

"In the late 1970s, the number of installed CAD workstations in the United States exceeded 12,000, with over 25,000 users. However, the drawing software during this period had a fatal flaw as it had to run on at least 16-bit minicomputers, and the price of a single machine was as high as $125,000!"

"I think maybe large industrial companies like General Motors and Boeing can afford this expense, but for architects, it's not cost-effective! This cost is enough to hire four or five draftsmen, and the efficiency of a machine definitely can't match four or five draftsmen!"

"Yes, for a small architectural firm like mine, over a hundred thousand dollars is just too expensive! How much business do I need to take on to earn that much money? That's why, despite seeing the potential of computer-aided design software, I have been hesitant to purchase the equipment," George Eastwood complained when this topic came up.

The emergence of AUTOCAD has perfectly solved this problem. It can be used on personal computers, whether it is Wang An's company's computer or Apple's computer! A personal computer only needs just over a thousand US dollars, and even with our software, it's only just over two thousand US dollars!

Compared to the price of computers, the software prices during this period are also not cheap. The word processing software WordStar is priced at $495, the spreadsheet software Lotus 1-2-3 is also priced at $495, the desktop database dBase and WordStar suite is priced at $1195, and Microsoft's basic interpreter is priced at $350.

Linlou priced this software at one thousand US dollars, which is also the price of the first version of AUTOCAD in history. Nevertheless, adding another computer to this AUTOCAD software is still relatively inexpensive compared to mini computers.

Lin Qiao made a simple comparison, "And this device, which is only worth two thousand dollars, can complete the work of several graphic artists! It can help you save a lot of expenses and time!"

This indeed piqued the interest of George Eastwood. Capitalists always pay attention to profits. "Can I take a look at the specific operation process?" he immediately asked.

"No problem at all. Please come over here and have a seat. Would you like coffee or tea? Lisa, please bring Mr. Eastwood his favorite drink!" Lin Qiao led him into the experience area.

"Great design!" Eastwood, who is also an expert, can easily see the leading edge of this booth.

"This is designed by my younger brother using this software. You see, after entering the command, we can enter the interface, and then entering different commands will display different graphics. You can also modify these graphics... The biggest advantage of software design is easy modification. Look, I drew this line wrong, I can just delete it and redraw a new one."

“If it is hand-drawn on paper, you would have to use correction fluid to make changes, which would waste time and easily damage the paper. It would also be difficult to make multiple revisions in the same spot on the paper, wouldn't it?”

"Yes, the number of blueprints we discard every month at our architectural firm could easily sustain a waste collection station!" exclaimed Eastwood.

"Now with this software, you can save this expense. You can check and confirm before printing, just like this!" With a buzzing sound, the printer spit out the drawing that Lin Qiao had just finished.

"You see, isn't this much faster than drawing by hand? And these drawings can still be saved in the computer. In the future, for similar designs, you can simply make some modifications and continue using them! Not every building needs innovation. For small architecture firms, there are many instances of repetitive design, especially in commercial residential projects."

Most commercial buildings in modern China are modified from a selection of over a dozen or even dozens of templates. Otherwise, how could architects produce drawings so quickly? For the kind of requirement like the Zhong Guoyuan project, to produce a new design in one day, even if you beat the architect to death, they couldn't do it.

"The same blueprint, if drawn by hand, would take at least three times the time, and it must be done by a skilled hand." Eastwood took the blueprint and glanced at his watch in astonishment. Such a fast drawing speed was something he had never seen before.

"This means that the work that used to require three people can now be done by one. In America, a qualified draftsman earns at least two thousand dollars a month. You only need to spend the monthly salary of a draftsman to bring this set home!" Lin Qiao tempted Eastwood.

You can go ahead and dismiss the other two draftsmen. A computer with AUTOCAD installed can save you at least $5,000 per month. That's $60,000 a year. What are you waiting for? Hurry up and buy it!

"Is this software difficult to learn? How long does it take approximately?" Eastwood asked immediately.

"It's not complicated at all, you just need to remember the commands! I previously trained the architect firm of I.M. Pei and his partners, and they quickly mastered the skills. Mr. Pei's firm has been using this software for a long time now, with good feedback. Last month alone, it helped them save $123,000 in expenses."

"Think about it, the salary of the illustrator, plus the expenses for drawing paper, ink, correction fluid, and other materials, how much money can this new invention save you?"

"Furthermore, we currently have a promotion where the first ten customers who make a purchase will receive free training services. After that, the training will be chargeable when making a purchase."

"I bought it!" Eastwood said decisively.
Chapter 194: Great Fire (For the Alliance Leader's First Tear, Heart-burning Update 1418)

George Eastwood has seen the effects of AutoCAD, and the cost is not high. In addition, knowing that the architect firm of Ieoh Ming Pei is also using it, what reason does he have to refuse?

Even if this software is not as exaggerated as Lin Qiao said, as long as it can match the efficiency of two illustrators, it is worth it. It can help the company save a lot of expenses over the year. As a capitalist, encountering projects that can help save expenses is quite appealing.

"My firm currently has ten draftsmen. Do you think purchasing three machines is enough?" Eastwood calculated and then asked, "At the very least, we can let go of six draftsmen, right? This way, we can save nearly two hundred thousand dollars in wages alone every year, along with other expenses such as insurance. By the end of this year, I can afford to buy a better house."

"This year is definitely enough! When your firm expands next year, you will definitely need to purchase more software," interjected Aval-Grin.

"Hahaha, I like what you're saying. If the firm expands next year, I will definitely call you first!" Eastwood was extremely happy. Who wouldn't want their business to grow bigger and bigger?

"Hey, George, what good news has made you so happy? I heard your familiar laughter from three miles away!" As they spoke, a shout came from nearby, and a big fat man walked over in their direction.

"Hey, Martin, what brings you here! I had no idea you would be interested in computers!" Eastwood warmly embraced him and then introduced him to Lin Qiao, "This is my classmate from the Yale Architecture Department, Martin Davis. He is now in partnership with others in running an architectural firm. I think he will definitely need your software."

"Oh, Otuck Company, George, have you also read the article in 'Construction Progress'? I am here this time to see how their software performs." Martin Davis also came for the same purpose.

"Beyond imagination! Look at this, Lin only took a few minutes to draw this picture!" Eastwood showed the drawing to Martin-Davis, "Do you know what this means!"

"It means the architect at your firm is looking for a new job, you greedy Sherlock!" We are all peers, so naturally understand the significance of efficiency.

"So, is it troublesome to learn?" Although he mockingly compared Eastwood to the greedy merchant Shylock in Shakespeare's "The Merchant of Venice”, Martin Davis still decided to purchase it as soon as he turned around.

"It's easy, the architects at I.M. Pei and Partners' architectural firm learned in just over a week." Lin Qiao brought up I.M. Pei as an example again, and this move was almost foolproof. After learning that purchasing now would come with free training services, he also decisively placed an order for five sets of software.

"So, is the honest Mr. Daldoof, succumbing to money?" Eastwood countered Martin-Davis with the protagonist from Moliere's classic play "Tartuffe". Since the title of the play is "Tartuffe", it goes without saying what kind of person Daldoof is. It seems the draughtsman of Martin-Davis's firm will soon be dismissed, just like Eastwood's subordinates.

"Hey, George, Martin, what are you two doing here? Did you also read this article?" At this moment, a skinny person waving the "Construction Progress" magazine walked over.

"Haha, Raymond, you're here too!" Although the newcomer was not a classmate at Yale, he was a familiar acquaintance they had met several times at industry conferences.

"So where exactly am I now? Is it the AIA Conference, or some other meeting?" Raymond hadn't come over yet, and another familiar architect joined their conversation.

Hey, the timing is just perfect! Aval-Grün saw them as if he were seeing a flurry of dollar bills flying towards them. The frenzy caused by the article in "Construction Progress" had not yet subsided when the COMDEX exhibition was held, basically giving them a free and grand promotion. Interested architects all rushed over.

Aval-Grin guarantees that the architects who arrived at the COMDEX venue today are definitely not the only ones, and as expected, they soon have no time to chat. More and more inquirers are coming to them, eager to see the software demonstration.

Lin Qiao sat in front of the computer again, her fingers swiftly dancing across the keyboard, constantly inputting commands. The printer occasionally buzzed, spitting out one drawing after another.

"Now, what Lin is demonstrating for everyone is the simple modification of the drawing output. For some drawings that are similar in overall structure, only the details need to be modified, so there is no need to redraw the entire drawing. Just adjust the details that need to be modified! Compared to the previous way of working, this mode undoubtedly can help you save a lot of time!" Avaar-Green explained as he held the microphone.

The architects picked up the blueprints and looked at them one by one. These blueprints were all for popular residential designs, with the main structures being very similar, with only slight differences in external decorations.

They immediately realized the benefits of this pattern. In the past, designing similar products required repeated drawings, but now it's not necessary. They can retrieve previous drawings from the computer and make slight modifications to show the clients.

In this case, a task that used to take a week to complete may now be done in a day, and multiple designs can be offered for the client to choose from, increasing the likelihood of winning the project.

If they knew that Zaha had prepared over 15,000 proposals for the bidding project, they would probably just collapse, wouldn't they? This kind of practice is unimaginable today.

The lively scene in front of the booth continued for the whole day, and they didn't get a chance to catch their breath until the exhibition closed.

"I don't want to say a word right now. I feel like I've said everything I need to say in my entire life today!" The first day of the exhibition ended. Aval-Grin said, clutching his throat.

"I just want to change jobs with Lin now, my legs are not mine anymore!" John Walker, who had been standing all day, sat directly on the ground, without even the strength to walk to the chair.

"Do you think I'm doing well? I can't even lift my arm now," Lin Qiao's hand kept trembling.

"John, you must give me a raise, otherwise I won't work tomorrow!" Lisa, who is responsible for serving tea and water, can't hold on any longer.

"No problem, I will give out bonuses to everyone after this exhibition ends! By the way, Awa, how many software packages did we sell today? I have a feeling it will be a surprisingly high number!"

"I want to know about my stats? Right now, I just want to rest!"
Chapter 195: Money is No Issue

"Okay, four sets, right? No problem. You can pick up the goods now, but the training might have to wait a bit. Alternatively, you can choose to come to Silicon Valley for a standardized training, which will be faster."

"No problem, this kind of drawing can be easily realized using AUTOCAD, even if it's more complex! Look, we already have similar drawings designed here."

"No problem with the floor plan for interior design? Other than the temporary inability to produce renovation renderings, this software has all the functions for drawing interior design blueprints. It can fully meet your needs."

"I'm sorry sir, we prepared three thousand copies of the software, but the turnout has exceeded our expectations and they are all sold out now. However, you don't need to worry. You can make payment first, then leave your address, and we will ship the product to you immediately after we return. Alternatively, you can also pick up the goods in Silicon Valley and participate in the unified training."

"No, no, no, although I'm sorry, I still have to advise you that it wouldn't be wise not to purchase my product. Because other architectural firms have all bought our software, if you don't have it, you will definitely lag behind them in work efficiency. This isn't good for your architectural firm."

"Okay, okay, I understand. If you make the payment now, you can be included in the seventh batch of unified training list, and you should be able to start around the 20th of next month... I can't just push the customers who have already made a purchase to the back, right? In fact, a month and a half is not that long. Or maybe you can try to learn according to the operation manual we provided first. You might be able to learn it on your own quickly. I've already mentioned that the operation of this software is not complicated."

"Ah, it's finally over!" After the exhibition, everyone lay on the ground, completely surprised by the popularity of the AUTOCAD software.

"After I go back, I must take a vacation! And I will send the medical bills to the company, you must reimburse me!" Lisa kicked off her high heels directly, she had walked too much these days, and her feet were all blistered.

"No problem, the company will cover the expenses for you and a companion to go on vacation to Hawaii. But the condition is that you postpone your vacation for two months, as we have a lot of work to do when you get back!" John Walker generously said.

"No, I just want to rest now!" Lisa insisted.

"Sure, if you take a break now, there won't be a Hawaii vacation, and your bonus will be less than others. It's up to you to decide!" Avaar-Grin didn't harshly force Lisa to work overtime, he took a more clever approach.

"The bonus should be doubled, the Hawaii vacation should be at least seven days long, and you must help me book a hotel that is four-star or above!" Lisa haggled.

"OK, deal done! Now, after a good rest, we'll head to the airport immediately." With too many orders accumulated before, they must return to work right away. "By the way, Avar, how many units of software did we actually sell?"

"At least three thousand units, because the software we brought over has all been sold out! Oh my god, one software is worth a thousand dollars, so three thousand units is three million dollars! Haha, we're going to be rich!" Mike Riddle felt that his decision to join the company was very wise. As a coding expert and a veteran of the company, he also has shares."

"So, you're saying that we made three million US dollars directly from this exhibition?" Ling Qiao was also stunned. Despite Lin Lou's repeated explanations of the commercial value of this software, he still couldn't accept the reality that he had become a millionaire.

"No, you can't calculate it this way. Hiring employees, duplicating software, and providing training all have costs. The net profit is not that high! But the few of us must be millionaires! With such strong sales, it will definitely drive up the company's market value! In the future, if venture capital firms want to negotiate with us again, I won't even consider investments below tens of millions of dollars!" John Walker was not happy because of getting rich, but because there were signs that his company's products could change the world.

“You reminded me, George, Lin, the company must expand, we need to find a new office space after we go back, recruit more people, and most importantly, please hire a few professional financial personnel. Letting me do the accounting will drive me crazy!” Avar-Green pounded his fist on the ledger.

"I still can't believe it, we succeeded like this?" Lin Qiao muttered while looking at the ceiling.

"Your brother is right. Currently, other CAD software on the market, such as the leading product VersaCAD, is powerful but expensive and requires large equipment to work with. Our product has significantly lowered the threshold for computer drawing and filled a gap in the market, so our success is well deserved," analyzed John Walker.

"However, we cannot afford to be complacent. Our success is bound to attract the attention of other companies, and they will surely also focus on developing personal computer graphics and interactive software. We must seize the time to continue researching and developing the next version of the software and push it to market before they do," Alvaro Green reminded, "We cannot afford to relax in the slightest before we become a large company."

"Yes, that's right, Lin, you better go call your brother now and tell him everything that has been happening recently. As the major shareholder, he needs to be informed of these developments in a timely manner. Plus, we also need to get the next version of the design direction from him. I'm sure he already has a plan in mind!" John Walker is now full of confidence in Lin's ability.

"Okay, I think so too!" Lin Qiao, who had just become a millionaire, no longer cared about the cost of the phone call. He went outside and found a phone to call Lin Lou.

After half an hour and several transfers and calls for someone, Linlou finally received a phone call. "Xiaolou, do you know how many units we have sold in the past few days? We've sold over three thousand units! The sales revenue has exceeded three million US dollars. We are getting rich now!"

Hi, you're excited over just 3,000 copies sold? In the future, the sales of AUTOCAD will be counted in millions and tens of millions.

"Brother, you have created a great piece of software!" Lin Lou encouraged, grateful for having such a brother. Otherwise, he would just have to watch this big cake being eaten by John Walker and the others.

"It's all your ideas. By the way, besides telling you this good news, I also want to ask for your opinion on the next version. Although the progress of the next version is already over halfway, based on the opinions of those architects at the exhibition, there will definitely be more modifications. What do you think would be the best way to make these changes?"

"It's a long story, not convenient to discuss over the phone. Why don't you come back for a visit when you have the time? We are not short of money now, so the plane ticket is not a problem!"
Chapter 196: Teacher Lin (Tear in the Heart of the Alliance Leader, Additional Update 1518)

When he walked into the classroom, Liudi found that Linlou had missed class again. Feeling a bit complicated about this situation, the thought of himself having to work hard in the classroom while Linlou had already accomplished so much made him feel envious and resentful.

On the other hand, not having to see Lin Building in the classroom made him feel a bit more relaxed, but being in the same class as such people still put pressure on him.

Especially in the recent past, Lin Lou won the first prize in the college architecture design competition, while Liu Di's submission received no response. This made him increasingly feel the gap between them, and he was also worried that Lin Lou would mock him. He didn't want to see Lin Lou boast about his award-winning experience.

The person didn't care about this at all. When the teacher asked him to do the report, he declined and just posted the award certificate and design drawings on the honor wall of the architecture department. This completely shattered Liu Di's preparations, like hitting cotton with a heavy punch, making people feel frustrated.

After a period of adjustment, Liudi has gradually returned to normal. She attentively finished her classes, packed up her notebook, and prepared to go back to the dorm before heading to the cafeteria for dinner.

When he arrived at the dormitory building, he saw a familiar figure loitering downstairs. He hurried up to greet him, "Uncle Zheng, what brings you to our school?"

"The company asked me to go to Beijing on a business trip, so I can help your dad bring you some stuff! Are you guys done with class?" Zheng Lei answered while looking at the classmates around Liusi.

He is not yet thirty this year. He is a young and promising architect at his father's unit, so any opportunities to broaden his horizons are often arranged for him in the hope that he will grow up soon.

Zheng Lei handed over the things he brought to Liu Di and said, "Some of these local specialties were brought for you by your parents. This drawing pen is a gift from me to you. Don't be polite, your dad has always helped me a lot."

"How can I accept this? It's already quite troublesome for you to make a special trip... Thank you, Uncle Zheng!" After exchanging polite remarks, Liudi accepted the items and said, "Please come to my dormitory first for a while and have a drink, then I'll take you to the cafeteria for a meal. After that, we can stroll around the school and take a look at Mr. Liang and Commissioner Wu's works."

Zheng Lei is an architect, so these things will definitely be helpful to him. Liu Di feels that her arrangement is appropriate, and Zheng Lei did not refuse. He followed Liu Di into the dormitory.

When they arrived at the dormitory, Liu Di introduced his roommates to Zheng Lei one by one. Zheng Lei listened attentively, with a hint of expectation in his eyes. However, after hearing the introductions, he felt a little disappointed. After chatting for a while, Zheng Lei couldn't help but ask, "By the way, I heard that there is someone named Lin Lou in your department, but he doesn't live in the same dormitory as you guys, right?"

Upon hearing this name, Liudi immediately felt depressed, while Wang Hui didn't have much of a reaction and instinctively replied, "Lin Lou is in the neighboring dorm, do you have something to discuss with him?"

"There's something I need to attend to. Is he back yet?" Zheng Lei couldn't sit still and was about to get up to go next door to look for Lin Lou.

"No, he has been working as a resident architect at the Fragrant Hill Hotel recently. He doesn't have to attend classes like us, and he usually doesn't come back until around seven o'clock every day," Wang Hui explained.

"Master Bei's Xiangshan Restaurant?" Zheng Lei's eyes were full of envy. If only I could go there in person to take a look, I could learn so much.

"Yeah, originally the school said they would organize a visit for us, but Lin Building said that the main structure hasn't been completed yet, there's nothing much to see if we go now. We'll visit after the main structure is completed." Another roommate said, sounding eager to see it as soon as possible.

During the conversation, there was a voice heard in the hallway, "Oh, Lin, you're back quite early today, huh?"

"Um, there was something going on at Houku Middle School, so I didn't go to Xiangshan Restaurant today. That's why I came back early. Have you had dinner? If not, let's go together?"

"Professor Lin, you're back?" Zheng Lei immediately got up and walked out of the dormitory, just in time to hear Professor Lin's response. Without hesitation, he went up to greet him, "Hello, Professor Lin, I'm Zheng Lei, the one who corresponded with you some time ago."

Mr. Lin... Liu Di was stunned. I call Zheng Lei "uncle", and Zheng Lei calls Mr. Lin "teacher". In this case, what should I call Mr. Lin?

"Oh, Mr. Zheng, hello hello, you work at the Xiangnan Provincial Institute, right? I remember your letter, the analysis of modernism and traditional Chinese architecture was very thorough." When Linlou heard this name, it immediately matched the letter. Although most of these letters were for Ma Yong and the others to reply to, Linlou read each one carefully.

"It's me, it's me. Teacher Lin's reply has enlightened me, and many long-standing problems have been resolved. This time on my business trip to Beijing, I thought I must meet you no matter what!" Zheng Lei has always believed in the saying 'priority to the wise'. Although Lin is much younger than him, Zheng Lei still respectfully addresses him as teacher."

"Zheng, you're too kind. I'm only a freshman, how can you call me 'teacher'? Just call me Xiaolin! Zheng, have you eaten yet? Why don't we grab a meal together?" Linlou made the invitation.

Zheng Lei could not find a natural opportunity to reach out, he wanted to chat with Lin Lou a bit more. For the time being, he forgot about Liu Di and went out with Lin Lou. It wasn't until they reached the bottom of the building that he remembered. He felt embarrassed to go back at this point, so he decided to come back later and bring some food to make up for it. This was the only way he could make amends.

"Zheng, what would you like to eat? The school cafeteria food is not bad, or we could go to my courtyard and have hot pot. There are also a few Tsinghua professors there, it would be nice for everyone to gather together."

"Is that the courtyard from the national college student architectural design competition? I've been wanting to go see it. I'll go buy some meat and we can chat while we eat!" Without waiting for Linlou's objection, Zheng quickly ran to the nearby store. After more than ten minutes, he came back panting and carrying the alcohol and meat.

Outside the quadrangle, Zheng Lei couldn't stop praising, saying that looking at the photos in the magazine and seeing the actual scene were completely different concepts. After entering and seeing the innovative decorations inside, he couldn't help but praise even more, "Using this project to participate in a competition for college student architectural design is really a bit of a waste."

It is also possible to qualify for awards in other more prestigious architectural competitions, such as the first prize in the competition for young and middle-aged architects.

Hu Zhongping and others were introduced to Zheng Lei and soon everyone gathered around the hotpot, chatting lively. Zheng Lei was of a similar age to them, while Hu Zhongping and others were knowledgeable in theory, Zheng Lei had rich practical experience, and they all had a great time chatting.

I didn't realize it was already time for the dormitory doors to close. I can only rest here in Lin Building. Zheng Lei thought of Liu Di again, this is bad, it looks like it won't work out tonight. How about buying something tomorrow and asking Teacher Lin to bring it to him?
Chapter 197: Subway

"Commissioner Wu has reviewed your report and decided to discuss your opinions on the Beijing subway planning at this meeting. Be prepared." Before the meeting started, Zhong Jintai specifically reminded, "In fact, many experts have different opinions on this report, thinking that you are too young and have some unrealistic ideas. However, there are also experts who think that your report is reasonable and it is worth discussing."

Zhong Jintai said with a self-deprecating smile, "Anyway, for the Beijing urban planning scheme, we've held numerous meetings. It's not a big deal to have another one. When the time comes, don't be nervous, just report it as if you did when you first met Mr. Bei."

Linlou understood. Although this time it was a discussion of his report, it's hard to say how much effect it will have. Convincing those experts to listen to a freshman like him might be difficult.

This is actually quite normal. Whenever a meeting is held, the discussions are based on seniority. Seniority represents the right to speak. When Commissioner Wu speaks, everyone will listen carefully because Commissioner Wu has numerous achievements to back him up. Everyone is well aware of his accumulation in the field, while we ourselves do not have any of that. How can we expect others to be convinced?

However, it's fortunate that urban planning is also a scientific discipline. It can use scientific arguments to persuade others, stating what's right and what's wrong straightforwardly, unlike pure art, which is more ambiguous. Since it was possible to persuade I.M. Pei with the experiment of using tiles before, the same method can be used to persuade them as well.

Before the meeting began, Lin Lou carefully looked at his report, recalling the various gains and losses of the Beijing subway in the future. It is very difficult to infer the possible problems in the future from the current urban situation. However, it is much easier to retroactively deduce the causes of future problems and then find evidence from the current urban situation.

He studied at Tianjin University before his reincarnation, which is very close to Beijing. He has taken the Beijing subway many times and has read many papers analyzing the gains and losses of the Beijing subway. It's not difficult to write such a report, the difficult part is how to persuade them to accept it.

The meeting officially begins, after a brief prelude, Mr. Lin started to present his report to everyone. At the beginning of the report, he talked about the development history and current plans of the Beijing subway.

The Beijing subway was not originally intended to alleviate traffic pressure. In the 1950s, Beijing did not yet require a subway system to ease traffic congestion. At the time, the construction of the subway system was driven by military readiness needs.

In the 1950s and 1960s, China sent a large number of students to Moscow to study subway construction. At the same time, the Soviet Union also sent experts to assist in formulating plans, providing a proposal for two east-west lines, two north-south lines, two diagonal lines, and a loop line.

In 1965, the first phase of the Beijing Subway project commenced and was completed in 1969. This line later became Line 1, stretching 23.6 kilometers and utilizing cut-and-cover construction method. It runs from Xishan Apple Garden to Beijing Railway Station, with a total of 17 stations. This line is the earliest subway line in mainland China, predating those in Hong Kong, Seoul, Singapore, San Francisco, and Washington, among other cities.

The first phase of the Beijing Subway project started trial operation in 1971. The line ran from Beijing Station to Gongzhufen Station, and was later extended to Yuxin Road Station, Gucheng Station, and Pingguoyuan Station.

In 1976, the operation right of the Beijing subway was returned by the military. However, due to multiple closures caused by incidents such as fires, the Line 1 has now officially started operation and is scheduled to open during the summer vacation.

According to the current urban planning, the future Beijing subway will increase to eight lines. Compared with the original plan proposed by Soviet experts, this version retains the Line 2 loop and modifies the routes of the two diagonal lines, changing the original two vertical and two horizontal lines to three of each.

This plan seems to be adequate for now. Nowadays, most units are in a large courtyard structure, with the workplace and residential areas adjacent to each other. People's daily lives rarely require traveling far, apart from shopping and leisure activities.

But in the future, it will not be enough. Line 2 is too small, and the other lines starting from Line 9 do not connect to Line 2. In order to enhance the coverage of the city, it is necessary to propose the Second Ring Line. However, the routes that pass through within the Second Ring in the planning are extremely difficult to intersect, change position, and improve their direction due to cultural relics, developed areas, and other reasons.

"Other than Line 2, all the other lines are clearly suburban commuter lines, but they are designed, constructed, and operated as if they were inner-city commuter lines. This is bound to result in high costs, low profits, slow speeds, and regular capacity limitations."

"The signs of Cartesian coordinates are obvious in the route planning, which will lead to an increase in transfer frequency... The impact on universities and research institutions has not been taken into account... Especially for Line 4, which passes through many universities and research institutions...."

Regarding the latter point, there is a typical case. Line 4 passes under Zhongguancun Street, causing destructive effects on all precision instruments in the science building of Peking University along the way. Since the operation of the subway in 2009, the once powerful physics department of Peking University has not produced influential research results, but has been surpassed by universities such as University of Science and Technology of China and Tsinghua University.

When Linlou made the report, the reactions of the people in the audience were mixed. Some thought Linlou was being overly worried for nothing, while others listened attentively, occasionally making some notes. When the report ended and it was time for the Q&A session, the atmosphere suddenly became lively.

"According to our projections for the future population of Beijing, the current planning scheme can fully meet the long-term needs!"

"It is obvious that the current population planning is too conservative. The future urbanization process will inevitably bring more population to Beijing, and according to the theory of Anthony Downs, an American scholar of public policy and public administration, the construction of new road facilities will induce new traffic volume, thus leading to more traffic congestion!"

"Haha, I've never heard of this theory before. What? Building roads actually causes congestion? In that case, why don't we just not build any roads at all!" The expert chuckled.

The Downs-Thomson Paradox is a famous assertion in the field of urban transportation. At first glance, it may seem extremely unreasonable, but the development of many cities, especially Beijing, accurately validates this assertion.

The government has been continuously building or expanding urban roads to alleviate traffic congestion, from the second ring road, third ring road to the fourth ring road, and urban highways from the fifth ring road, sixth ring road to the seventh ring road. The traffic capacity of Beijing's roads has greatly improved, but people are experiencing traffic congestion everywhere, and it is becoming more and more serious...

"When Professor Dang has a clear explanation for this, the balanced speed of private cars on the road network depends on the average travel speed of people using public transportation from door to door. Improving traffic congestion by increasing road capacity will make the situation worse, as improving road conditions will attract more people to abandon public transportation..."
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"...The operator can only choose to reduce service frequency or increase fees to recover costs, which further leads to a decrease in public transportation passengers, leading to the decline of public transportation. Meanwhile, the increasing number of people using private cars exacerbates traffic congestion, leading to the seemingly contradictory need for more road construction or expansion. This continues the paradox of being stuck in the dilemma of traffic congestion..."

"It sounds reasonable, but that's in a capitalist country. We are a socialist country, and the government will never give up public transportation. As long as the people need it, public transportation services will always be provided, even if it means subsidizing. So it seems that Linlou's worries are unnecessary!"

"And the congestion in the United States is mostly caused by private cars. I remember reading some data before, in 1973, there were an average of 615.1 cars for every one thousand people in the United States. And what about our country? As of the end of last year, there were only 1.78 million civilian vehicles nationwide, of which nearly 1.3 million were trucks, and there were only 350,000 passenger vehicles!"

As an expert, the relevant data is very clear. The expert reported the data and then shrugged, "Besides, our country is so short of transportation and passenger vehicles, how could we possibly allow private vehicles? So your concerns are completely unfounded."

From the current perspective, the statement of this expert can certainly be considered accurate. In a true sense, the allowance for private individuals to purchase cars came after the reform and opening-up policy in 1986. Prior to that, during the planned economy era, resources were extremely scarce, and commodities such as cars were considered as production tools. Even the few wealthy individuals could only register their cars under the names of other organizations.

But who would have thought that in the future, the number of private cars in China would directly exceed 150 million? The annual production and sales volume exceeds 25 million units; if I were to mention this number now, they would definitely think I'm crazy, right?

"The notion of a distinction between suburban commuter lines and urban commuter lines also seems somewhat unreasonable. Will the current outskirts also become urban areas as Beijing expands in the future? Planning the subway stations in advance is also for future convenience," he continued to question Lin's assertion.

"I do not agree with this!" Linlou was momentarily unsure how to counter the previous reason, but this one was much better. "Based on the experiences of Europe, America, and Japan, subway transportation should be divided into urban commuting lines, suburban commuting, and mid-distance commuting according to demand. The running speed and station setup for these three are completely different."

In simple terms, the commuter stations in urban areas can be more densely distributed, with slower vehicle speeds, while suburban commuting should have a design with longer stations and faster vehicle speeds. If all the lines were designed for urban commuting, there would inevitably be waste of resources and drawbacks such as slow speeds. According to the existing plan, it can be seen that, except for line 2, the other lines, in the sections outside the urban area, clearly belong to suburban lines, but the vehicle speeds and station distribution are the same as line 2.

"The suburbs becoming urban areas is inconsistent with the overall urban planning of Beijing. According to the latest plan, Beijing will expand around the old city, developing over a dozen relatively independent new areas in the near suburbs. These new areas, together with the old city, will form the urban area of Beijing. Green belts, vegetable plots, and high-yield farmland will be preserved between the old city and the new areas, as well as among the new areas, creating a 'dispersed cluster' layout for the urban area."

"Thus, there will inevitably be a suburban commuting situation between the old city area and various newly developed areas. What is the significance of setting up stations in those sparsely populated areas? By connecting the metro system to the transportation hubs in the newly developed areas and supplementing it with intra-area public transportation systems, commuting needs can be met."

The green belts have also been criticized as being too big and impractical, as simply cosmetic projects. Critics argue that it would be better to improve the landscaping in their immediate surroundings. However, they didn't consider the existence of such a large Central Park in New York! In a super metropolis like this, without large areas of green space, the air quality would definitely be unbearable.

People kept rising to ask questions and Lin Lou kept answering. He gradually felt exhausted because there was no way for experts from the 1980s to understand how Beijing could develop so rapidly in the future, unless they were brought to 2020 through a time portal to witness it with their own eyes. Otherwise, even the most optimistic person wouldn't believe it.

It's not all in vain. In the final summary, Commissioner Wu commented, "Although there are many immature aspects in Lin's report, there are also many things that can be learned from it."

The impact of the subway on universities and research institutes, for example, is something we hadn't thought about before. We overlooked the environment needed for scientific research institutes! And Beijing is a city with a high concentration of universities and research institutions, bearing extremely significant scientific research tasks. If our irrational planning affects their research progress, it would be regrettable.

"So next, we need to conduct a thorough investigation of the universities and research institutions in Beijing, and then make adjustments based on the investigation results." No one has thought of the concept of establishing a university town in the outskirts yet, so if it's not feasible, then we'll have to adjust the subway lines.

"There is also the concept of commuting from the far suburbs, city center, and moderate distances that are worth researching. Let's search for similar information from abroad! Europe, America and Japan have early starts in subway construction, with large-scale development. Following in their footsteps can help avoid many detours."

"The subway planning adopts polar coordinates or rectangular coordinates, which is inseparable from the distribution of urban functions and ground road distribution. Beijing adopts the traditional rectangular coordinates on the ground, and subway stations are often set at intersections, forming a natural right-angle distribution. However, whether this approach is appropriate or not needs further research, and we should also refer to some foreign materials."

The comments from Member Wu covered a lot of issues, but never touched on the problems of population size and the increase in private vehicles leading to traffic congestion. I guess he doesn't believe that there will be that many cars in Beijing in the future.

Well, I guess there is still some gains. If they can make some adjustments based on my report, the future Beijing subway transportation might be a bit more efficient. As for the issue of private cars, we can only wait for future planning schemes to make adjustments. In a rapidly developing city, a plan that can last for ten years is already pretty good.

After forty years, if it's still effective, that would be a myth, or this city has entered a period of stagnation.

"Xiao Lin, although there are some unrealistic issues in your report, there are still some enlightening points for us. If you have any more ideas in the future, feel free to write them into a report and submit it." Commissioner Wu concluded.
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"Thank you, Commissioner Wu, and thank you to all the teachers for your guidance," Lin expressed his gratitude as he stood up. Despite the slightly embarrassing situation at the meeting, he was quite satisfied. At least now, the experts no longer looked at him with eyes full of doubt or disregard as they did before, which is a kind of progress.

The content I presented at the meeting has gained some recognition, which is a good start. Regardless of the field, credentials are accumulated gradually. Perhaps in the 1983 version of the Beijing urban planning scheme, I can only make small changes, but by the time the 1991 version comes out, I should be able to become an important assistant to Commissioner Wu, right?

And by the time of the 2004 edition, his position in the team must have been different. By then, Linlou was only in his early forties, so he had plenty of time ahead of him.

"Xiao Lin, not bad, not bad. I may have been a bit direct earlier, but it's all for the sake of work!" After the meeting, someone came over to explain.

"Teacher Wu, you're too kind. By the way, my brother will be coming back from the United States soon. If you need any information on that aspect, you can make a list, give me a call, and I'll ask him to gather some and bring them back for you. You can pay in RMB when the time comes." Since she was being polite, Lin Lou didn't mind returning the favor.

To survive in such a large team, it's not enough to just have strong professional skills. If you can gain the favor of seniors through some little conveniences, why not do it?

"I feel a bit embarrassed. Your brother probably doesn't have much allowance, and it must be tough for him to live and study abroad. How can I take advantage of this? Here's what I'll do: I'll think about what materials I need, and then I'll ask your brother to bring them back for me. I'll try to apply for some foreign exchange assistance for him! If I were to give something else, he probably wouldn't accept it, but foreign language materials, even experts can't refuse."

"That's fine. I'll have my brother try to find some secondhand materials. First-hand academic works from the U.S. are expensive, but secondhand ones are much cheaper. As long as the pages are intact, it won't affect the reading experience." Since they have already said so, Linlou didn't want to be too enthusiastic. After all, it could help save some money, so why not?

"This is great, this is great! I can buy more materials!" Teacher Wu expressed his gratitude repeatedly. It's not easy to apply for foreign exchange funds, and he wouldn't be able to get much. If he could buy a few more books with the same amount of funds, that would be fantastic.

Perhaps this matter can be taken seriously. Currently, the relationship between China and the United States is at its best in history. As long as the content is not too sensitive, it should not cause trouble for Lin Qiao. It's better to take this opportunity to bring back more.

Agree on a time to collect the list. Lin returned to the building and when he arrived at the quadrangle, he carefully recalled the most needed information in the field of urban planning in the country. Then Lin also made a list himself. When the books arrive, he will present a few to each of the bigwigs in the Planning Committee.

It is possible to establish a good relationship with them and improve their professional skills. Perhaps the next time there is a meeting, more people will support the ideas put forward.

The next day, after receiving Teacher Wu's list, Lin Lou quickly called Lin Qiao and asked him to bring the items back with him. As a newly-minted millionaire, Lin Qiao naturally didn't care about the small amount of money. "I was planning to bring some professional computer books back for Yang Yan Zhi and the others anyway. Let's handle it together when the time comes!"

"Hire a few people to go around our school, as well as UC Berkeley, UC Davis, San Francisco University, Northwestern Polytechnic University, and other schools around Silicon Valley. We should be able to collect all the second-hand books we need!"

"Always hiring people, you're starting to look more and more like a capitalist now, aren't you?" Linlou smiled, it seems like Linqiao has made quite a bit of progress during this time in the United States.

"I don't have time to do these things at all right now. The last exhibition was very successful, and now I have to help with training, develop the next version of the software, take care of the daily management of the company, and talk to those venture capital firms. Even if I had 48 hours a day, it still wouldn't be enough!"

"Besides, the value I can create in one hour at the company is enough to cover their commission. In that case, why should I do it myself? Let others help me. They can earn a living and I can save time to use in more necessary areas. Isn't this a win-win situation?"

"Haha, you're right, that's the way it should be! But you shouldn't work too hard either, like you said earlier, the company could also hire more people to help you out!" Lin laughed.

"No need for you to say, we are currently recruiting. However, now that the company has gained more fame, there are plenty of applicants, but not many of them meet the standards. John is using his previous connections to poach talent everywhere! Hopefully, we can get it done early!"

"By the way, I plan to return to China next week. In addition to me, the other three will also come over to discuss issues regarding the next version update and the company's next steps with you. Our company has now become a hot commodity in the eyes of venture capital firms. There are people coming in every day, offering funding in the range of millions of dollars. But John and Avall are not paying attention to them at all!"

"Well, at this stage, it's time to hold a shareholders' meeting! I'll help you book rooms at the Friendship Hotel, and then we can have a good chat." Outech company has passed the most difficult stage and is no longer worried about the funding needed for the next step of development. However, it takes more than just money to grow a company.

Political resources, personal connections, and channel resources will replace capital and become the much-needed help for them. Therefore, introducing a venture capital firm has become an inevitable choice. However, the timing and the type of company to be introduced still need to be discussed slowly.

Those venture capital firms do not always bring benefits. Their only concern is profit, and it does not align with the future development of companies like Autec. Some startup companies have failed in the conflict with venture capital firms, while others have succeeded but had their profits plundered and even been driven out of the companies they built from scratch by these firms.

Steve Jobs will be ousted from Apple in a few years, which is a clear example; maybe it will be a lucrative investment to invest in him and Apple at that time, the future will definitely yield a hefty profit.

A week passed quickly. This time Linlou asked the Friendship Hotel for a car to go to the airport to pick up Lin Qiao and the others. After waiting for a while, the group of four came out from the exit.
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"Haha, Lin, we meet again!" John Walker, Avar Green, and Mike Riddle embraced Lin as soon as they saw him, even more warmly than last time.

No wonder, it's only been a few months since they last met, and their wealth has increased hundreds of times, all thanks to their cooperation with Tonglin Building. Seeing the God of Wealth, how could they not be happy.

"Wow, you guys look totally different from the last time we met!" Lin Lou commented as he adjusted Avar-Green's tie, feeling the high-quality fabric. However, John Walker and Mike Liddell still had the standard programmer look, which reflected their technical inclinations, while Avar-Green seemed more like a corporate executive.

But this is pretty good. For a start-up team, it's not suitable if all members are technically skilled. Now Outek company also needs talents like Awar-Green.

"The craftsmanship of the finest tailors in San Francisco. We are no longer a small company now, and we need to attend business events regularly. It's still necessary to have some clothes to spruce up our appearance!" Aval said with a shrug, "But it seems like they all don't like it."

"I always feel uncomfortable wearing this thing. I definitely won't wear this kind of clothing, except for those business occasions," John Walker muttered.

"Lin, we've also prepared something for you. Your brother remembers your size! Oh, and I brought some gifts for you too, I hope you'll like them." Avar-Green looked around the surroundings, "It doesn't seem quite appropriate right now. I'll show them to you after we get to the hotel!"

"And ours!" John Walker and Mike Riddell rub their hands, "Lin, what are we having for dinner tonight? By the way, do we have Maotai?" It seems that the last meal left a deep impression on them. Last time, they were not in the mood to eat because the cooperation had not been reached. This time, they can finally have a good time.

"I've already prepared for you a long time ago. Let me take you to enjoy the same delicacies that the royal family used to have!" When designing the house, Linlou had already prepared a wine cellar and has since collected a lot of good wine through various connections. Furthermore, new wine keeps coming in constantly.

Last time we treated them to Quanjude and Donglaishun, this time we'll take them to Fangshan first, and then to Bianyifang and Duyichu tomorrow. The day after tomorrow, we'll go to Kaorouji and Dongxinglou, which will definitely be a delightful dining experience for them.

At Fǎngshàn, according to their preferences, they ordered more sweet and sour dishes and dim sum. When they saw the exquisite pastries, John Walker and others were amazed, but after tasting them, they still gave the same feedback as last time, "The taste is very good, it would be even better if it could be a little sweeter."

After finishing the meal, they returned to the Friendship Hotel. In the living room of the suite, Averell-Green took out the gifts they had prepared for Lin Lou - two sets of hand-made suits, a dozen shirts, two dozen socks, as well as a crocodile skin belt and leather shoes. Although not up to the standard of London's Savile Row, they were also of top quality.

In addition, they also sent some newly released electrical appliances to Linlou. They had visited the courtyard of Linlou last time and felt that these were needed.

After exchanging pleasantries, Avall-Green took out a document from his briefcase, "Although your brother must have briefed you on the recent happenings at the company, I believe it's necessary to provide you with an official financial report as your right as a shareholder. Additionally, these are the offers from several venture capital firms for us. You can take them back and review first, and we can discuss them formally tomorrow."

This attitude made Lin Lou very comfortable, proving that they had completely convinced themselves. They needed to adjust to the time difference and rest, so they went to bed early. Lin Lou and Lin Qiao returned to the courtyard and had another drink with Yang Yanzhi and others who had been waiting there.

While drinking, we listened to Lin Qiao talk about the latest trends in America. When it was almost time for the dormitory to close, they hurried back, but Lin Lou and Lin Qiao stayed in the courtyard.

When I woke up in the morning, Yang Yanzhi and others had already brought breakfast. After eating, they went back to school for classes. The brothers went to the conference room of Friendship Hotel, where Ava Green formally reported the company's recent operations to Linlou. Then they began discussing the first agenda item: whether to introduce a venture capital firm.

"After accumulating a certain amount of funds, we plan to expand the company's scale, but there is still a gap. At the same time, these companies can provide us with many scarce resources," introduced Avall-Green, looking at Linlou after presenting the venture capital company's plan. "So, what do you think?"

"We are still far from going public, and are still in the early stages. We do not yet need those resources. As for the issue of capital shortage, it can be solved by bank loans. With the development momentum of our company, I believe there will be many banks willing to provide us with quality loans!"

"Of course, we cannot directly refuse these companies, to avoid them giving up seeking cooperation and taking other measures to intervene in the CAD software field. Therefore, I suggest continuing negotiations with these high-risk companies while also choosing to secure loans from closely related banks to give them a little sweetener first."

"Let's consider introducing venture capital funding after the successful launch of the second version of CAD. After all, delaying the financing round will result in less dilution of our shares!"

"This is also our idea. The most important thing now is the issue of sales channels. We have had a pleasant cooperation with Wang An Computers, and the hot sales of our software have also driven his computer sales." Avall-Green sighed with relief, since there were no conflicts in opinions.

At the previous trade show, the demonstration computer used by Lin Qiao was a product of Wang An Computer Company. Although they did not give a specific recommendation, the architectural firms who witnessed this scene subconsciously believed that CAD works better in conjunction with products from Wang An Computer Company. As a result, they also purchased a significant number of products from Wang An.

Wang An originally just wanted to help the younger generation for the sake of an old friend's reputation but unexpectedly gained some benefits. As a result, he strengthened his cooperation with them and began to share more channels with them.

"Additionally, we have signed cooperation agreements with some IT chain stores to utilize their channels for sales. Meanwhile, the American Construction Association is also very interested in our software."

“By the way, Lin, you may need to make a trip to the United States during the summer vacation! The American Institute of Architects is holding an important conference, and if we can showcase CAD to architects from across the United States at this conference, it will definitely have a great promotional effect. You are an architect and also the designer of this software, so it’s the best choice for you to explain it.”
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Chapter 201: The Third Version of CAD (For the Alliance Leader's First Tear, Heart-Warming Update 1818)

"No problem. By the way, how did you manage to get the opportunity to speak at this conference?" Linlou agreed, naturally wanting to make an early appearance in the American architectural community.

"Some of our partners have given positive feedback after using CAD and are willing to advocate for us, but we still lack the endorsement of a heavyweight figure!" Avaar-Grin looked hopefully at Linlou. "It would be even better if you could persuade Mr. Bei."

Luckily I agreed to have I.M. Pei as the resident architect for the Xiangshan Hotel. Otherwise, I wouldn't dare to make this request. "I am now in charge of Mr. Pei's works on-site. As long as the construction goes smoothly, I'll be able to make this request, and I believe he will accept it. However, you must not ignore the ordinary architects as well."

"After all, they are the users of this software. It is important to communicate with them in a timely manner and understand their improvement needs for the software," Lin reminded.

"Of course, we have been collecting relevant data all along," John Walker and Mike Riddell finally perked up at this, "Okay, let's leave the business matters here and discuss the improvements to the new version of CAD!"

"The graphic drawing and editing functions must continue to be expanded. I have already listed a clear inventory of the additional functions we need to add, and you can also add based on the feedback from those architects!" Linlou took out a stack of papers.

"Moreover, it is very important to incorporate the use of a mouse. With a mouse, it is more convenient to complete some operations that would require several steps using a keyboard or drawing board. A mouse may be able to accomplish these tasks in just one step! Linlou finds it extremely difficult to use CAD without a mouse."

"Even though the technology for 3D functionality may not be advanced right now, it's important to make necessary preparations to ensure immediate application once the conditions are ripe. After achieving the 3D functionality, this version of AUTOCAD became a mandatory course in many American universities' architecture programs, marking a crucial milestone in the history of Autodesk company."

After all, architecture is three-dimensional, and software that only has flat functions definitely cannot meet all requirements. This point is also crucial, and preparation must be done early to avoid being beaten to it by others.

"Furthermore, with the increase in functions, the number of commands that need to be memorized will definitely grow. Architects will eventually feel bored, so we must save them the trouble of memorizing commands!"

"Haha, laziness drives technological progress!" John Walker thought of what Lin Lou had said before, "You are right. If we can help them be lazy, this software will definitely be more popular! Well, using the screen menu seems to be a good solution. Users can use shortcuts or right-click to bring up the screen menu and then select the function."

I have not even said it, and he already came up with a solution. He is indeed the world's top programmer. John Walker gave Linlou a surprise, and Mike Liddell was not to be outdone. "In fact, just relying on us to add features is a bit too rigid. We need to accept and analyze user feedback, and then adjust the features according to their needs. The time cycle is too long."

"Sometimes, a small functional defect can often cause the software to not meet the needs. So, why not add a programming language compilation function? Let users directly add the functions they need!"

"Great idea!" This is the Autolisp feature added in the AutoCAD V2.17-V2.18 versions launched in 1985. The AutoCAD software package includes most of the commands for generating graphics, but there are still some commands not provided; for example, AutoCAD does not have commands to draw rectangles within graphic text objects and make global changes.

Through AutoLISP, you can use the AutoLISP programming language to create programs that can draw rectangles within graphic text objects or make global selective changes. In fact, you can use AutoLISP to create any program, or embed it into menus to customize your system for higher efficiency.

After this feature was improved, hundreds of third-party software developers used AutoLISP language to develop various application software packages. For example, someone developed a software package called SMLayout, which can generate plan layout diagrams of various complex geometric shapes. These geometric shapes include intersections of pipes, transition boxes, cylinders, bend fittings, cones, and tank tops, among others.

This gives AUTOCAD a wider range of uses, making it more difficult for other companies to catch up with Autodesk. After all, how many programmers do other companies have? Autodesk has countless third-party programmers to help improve its functionality.

"Encountering excellent improvements, we can provide rewards to the contributors and incorporate them into the next version of the software; However, can issues related to copyright, law, and patents be resolved?"

"I can handle it! There is a similar model in the United States now." This is equivalent to helping Outech Company find a large number of programmers who do not require payment, which Avaar-Green is extremely thrilled about.

When it comes to professional issues, John Walker and Mike Riddell, who were previously silent, become talkative, enthusiastically introducing themselves to others, and Lin Qiao also joins in. Meanwhile, Linlou and Avar Green are noticeably less talkative.

However, they were not completely silent. At critical moments, they still had to stop these guys from considering the problem purely from a technical standpoint. "No, no, no, these features absolutely cannot be added to the second version. If so, the development cycle will be lengthened again. We don't need to create a perfect software. In fact, such a thing does not exist at all. From a business perspective, constantly releasing versions with stronger features is the best choice."

"From the perspective of an architectural designer, the urgency of this functionality is far less than the previous one. You should adjust the order of adding functionality based on the users' experience."

After a whole day of intense quarreling, they even gave up on going to the cheap square to eat roast duck. When they were really starving by the evening, they finally achieved a balance in technology, application, and business.

"All right, then. Let's go with the design plan for the third version as mentioned earlier - to enhance the use of the mouse, utilize the screen menu to omit the step of memorizing commands, and add AutoLISP to bring in third-party software developers to help improve the software," summarized John Walker with a hint of reluctance.

"Once this version is completed, we can add the features you want when planning the next version!" Lin Lou comforted.

"So, can we eat now? I'm starving, I feel like I could eat three ducks all by myself!" Aval-Grin said, clutching his stomach.

Thank you for the reward from Zhao. I will release the five updates today, see if you prefer all at once or separately. The guild leader has finished the extra updates, and will now proceed to fulfill the others.
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In fact, Avar-Green still overestimated his appetite. After eating two ducks, he was already too full. John-Walk, on the other hand, was enjoying his Maotai and was starting to get a little addicted.

"Alright, the task in China is finished. In the next few days, we can have some fun, go sightseeing, and try some other kinds of food. But we can't stay too long, those greedy venture capital companies are still waiting for us!" Aval-Green shook his head with some regret. There is just too much to do for a start-up company in its early stage.

"Let them wait a little longer if necessary. The most important thing is to work on the development of the next version of the software, as well as the preliminary work for the third version. When I go back this time, I will get in touch with my old friends to see how many people are interested in this project," said John Walker. He is more focused on the software itself; for him, writing code is much more enjoyable than attending business social events.

"Yes, we are a tech company, and technology is the essence! "It's really delightful to deal with such tech-savvy entrepreneurs. We don't have to worry about all the office politics. Lin raised his glass, "Come on, let's have a toast, wishing for the early completion of the new version and the popularity of our software."

"Cheers!" Five people raised their glasses at the same time, only the glasses were slightly different. Lin Lou, Lin Qiao, and John Walker drank white wine, while Avall Green and Mike Riddle drank Johnny Walker.

After having dinner, they each went back to rest. Back at the quadrangle, they chatted with Yang Yanzhi for a while. Yang Yanzhi reminded, "By the way, Qiaozi, you are about to graduate soon. Have you thought about staying in the United States? Stanford is a prestigious American school, so you should be able to find a job, right? Or you could also pursue further studies. No matter which path you choose, you need to prepare early. If you haven't figured it out before the exchange study period ends, you'll have to come back!"

"Yeah, it's such a pity to come back after finally going out. If it were me, I would stay in the United States no matter what," said Zhan Mingchao, another roommate of Lin Qiao.

In the 1980s, Chinese people were obsessed with the idea of going abroad. Many sacrificed their jobs and left their spouses behind. In their view, even washing dishes in the United States was better than working in a formal job in China. Top universities like Tsinghua University and Peking University were particularly affected, as both teachers and students sought various means to go abroad.

"I can consider myself as having found a job now. After finishing my exchange program, I will come back for the graduation ceremony, and then continue to the United States!" Lin Qiao did not mention his own business, let alone the fact that he had become a millionaire. Nowadays, he values keeping a low profile about wealth, as letting others know about making a fortune may not necessarily be a good thing."

Of course, he always pays attention to the situation of his roommates. If they need help, Lin Qiao will definitely lend a hand without hesitation. This time, he brought back a lot of gifts for them.

"That's good, that's good. However, you've just started earning money now, and you're still on a government scholarship. If you don't come back and accept the allocation, you will definitely have to pay a penalty, which is not a small amount. So, don't bring us anything next time you come back. If you don't have enough money then, remember to tell us, we will help you figure it out!" Yang Yanzhi is quite clear about these policies.

Nowadays, not many people studying abroad are self-financed. Most of them are sponsored by the government. The expenses for studying abroad are not low, and the country has spent a large amount of precious foreign exchange to support their studies overseas. Naturally, the hope is for them to return after completing their studies and give back to their motherland. Therefore, when going abroad, they sign contracts and have guarantors.

If you do not return after graduation, you will be held responsible for breach of contract and will have to fully compensate the expenses incurred by the country on you, including plane tickets, tuition, living expenses, etc. In addition, you will also need to pay an additional proportion of liquidated damages.

This rule can be said to be fair and reasonable. In fact, this penalty cannot compensate for the country's loss at all. The expenses incurred by the state for arranging overseas study on a government scholarship are not just about money.

But now the conditions of various families are not generous, and it is not easy to find a job in the United States, so there are many cases where it is difficult to gather the liquidated damages for the time being. Some conscientious people will discuss with the relevant departments to pay the remaining amount in installments. Those without conscience will just stay abroad and refuse to come back, not only harming their own families, but also causing the guarantors to bear the responsibility.

These people have no guilt at all. They boldly claim that they gained the opportunity to study abroad based on their own abilities, so why should they have to pay a penalty? It's really beyond words how shameless they are.

"Thank you for your concern, I've basically gathered everything I need. I'll go talk to the relevant leaders tomorrow. Once I officially graduate, I'll handle the formalities and pay the penalty according to the regulations." Lin Qiao naturally doesn't have the problem of being unable to pay the penalty.

"That's great!" His roommates sincerely expressed their happiness for Lin Qiao, "Settle down in the United States as soon as possible, get your green card first, and then strive for naturalization. When you go back to China in the future, you'll be an American friend!"

Lin Qiao smiled and did not speak. He had already discussed this matter with Lin Lou. For the sake of convenience in work, he must apply for a green card, but he has no plans to apply for citizenship. He will still retain his nationality.

Given his current situation, getting a green card is very simple, and obtaining citizenship is also easily achievable. If others were to know about his choice, they would surely call him foolish. However, things might look different in a few decades.

The next day, Lin Qiao went to discuss the payment of the penalty with the school leaders. There are clear regulations for all of these, and as long as they are willing to pay the full amount, the management department has no reason to stop them. It's just a matter of going through the process.

Lin continued to accompany Avar-Grin, John-Walker, and Mike-Reidel to stroll around the capital, first to visit the Great Wall, and then returned to school to pick up Lin Qiao to go to the barbecue season to eat barbecue together.

On the third day, they visited the Forbidden City Museum again, and then went to have some shumai. After a few days, they had already visited almost all the scenic spots around the capital.

On the last day, they went to the Xiangshan Hotel together. They also wanted to see what the project, which utilized CAD software for construction drawings, actually looked like. They planned to take a few photos to bring back for promotion. Previously, they had already taken photos of the teaching building at Houkuzhong School. However, despite it being the first building in the world to be designed entirely using computer software, Ling Building’s reputation in the architectural world is far from being able to compare with that of I.M. Pei.

"Such a nice place, staying here for a vacation must be very pleasant. The next time we come to China for a meeting, this hotel should have been built, right? Let's stay here." John Walker said while looking at the beautiful scenery around.

Lin Lou wasn't in the mood to answer his question right now. He saw the situation at the construction site and sighed softly to himself, "Ah, trouble has finally arrived."
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The modified Xiangshan Hotel has a decentralized layout, consisting of a group of three to four-story small buildings surrounded by garden landscapes, etc. The construction of the main part has been completed, and exterior wall decoration has begun. When Lin came in, he saw workers starting to tile the wall, but the work was very rough, with uneven width of the gaps between the bricks and they were not aligned.

This is obviously unacceptable. Lin rushed forward to stop them, "Stop, everyone stop! Don't tile the bricks first. Where did your overall commander go?"

The daily management on construction sites has similarities with the military. Strictly speaking, Lin does not have the direct authority to give orders to the workers. He needs to make adjustments and can only convey orders through Li Lanzhou.

So after the workers received the order, some stopped while others didn't take it seriously and continued with their own work, muttering, "Stop just like that? What if the project schedule is delayed?"

Fortunately, Li Lan Zhou was nearby and came over as soon as he heard the commotion. "Li, instruct them to stop for now. The current construction is completely substandard and must be redone from scratch!"

"Stop for a moment!" Li Lanzhou hurriedly called to a stop. The workers all put down their tasks and looked at the section of wall that had already been pasted, trying it out before asking with confusion, "Foreman Lin, the bricks are sticking quite firmly, is there any problem?"

"Just think about it, we've been doing these jobs for so many years, how could there be a problem? They are so young, and yet they start giving orders after working on a few construction sites?" The nearby workers also sarcastically remarked. In their opinion, Linlou was just picking trouble for no reason. Why stop when the work is going so well?

"Commander Li, first of all, I want to apologize to you. I found a problem just now and, without much thought, I asked the workers to stop working. I was wrong, please forgive me!" Linlou ignored him and apologized to Li Lan Zhou instead.

I used an apology to block Li Lan’s excuses for an attack, then looked at the worker who made the strange remarks and said, "Whether your construction meets the standards is for me to determine. If you think my opinion is wrong, you can report it to Director Li, and then Director Li can negotiate with me or even revoke my qualifications as the on-site architect! But as long as I am still the on-site architect, I have the power to stop the construction!"

"Zhang Wu, apologize to Lin Gong!" Li Lanzhou's face immediately turned ugly. It's common for people to talk nonsense when working on the construction site out of boredom, but one should be mindful of the timing of their speech. We're currently in the middle of a discussion with the resident architect, and you blurt out such nonsense. Acting so confrontational, are you not afraid of facing the consequences?"

"Commander, we've been working just fine..." Zhang Wu's tone was still somewhat defiant.

"Shut up, either apologize or your bonus for this month will be canceled. Get back to the company and I will find someone else to do the job!" Li Lanzhou scolded directly.

Zhang Wu reluctantly apologized, and Li Lanzhou waved his hand, allowing them to leave first. Only Linlou and him remained at the scene, and Linlou did not dwell on the previous issue any further. Swearing and speaking strangely on the construction site could hardly be considered a big deal.

He walked up to the wall and pointed to the gaps between the bricks, saying, "It's not a matter of how firmly the bricks are glued together, but rather a matter of alignment. Look, the gap between these two bricks is almost twice as wide as the one below it, and this one is about 30% narrower than that one. Plus, the lines twist and turn, completely different from the effect on the blueprint!"

"Lin, as long as the bricks don't fall off, does it really matter if the gaps between them are a little wider or narrower?" Li Lan Zhou thought that Lin was making a big deal out of nothing.

"Why is there no impact? This doesn't look good at all. Mr. Bei, why bother tiling the wall if not for aesthetics? You could just paint several layers of white plaster. Why go to the trouble of tiling? Can crooked lines compare to neat, straight lines in terms of appearance?" Lin Lou frowned.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, Chinese architecture technology mainly learned from the Soviet Union. The Russians have always been known for their rough style, so tasks such as laying foundations and constructing the main structure were not a big problem. However, when it came to more delicate tasks like bricklaying and jointing, the construction team's work quality fell behind, and omissions began to appear from the outset.

Oh, in the future, there will be building artificial mountains, digging winding waterways, not to mention the indoor decoration part. These are all delicate work. I can already see that I will bear the responsibility. Lin Lou understands that his leisurely days at the construction site have come to an end. He is about to enter a long period of negotiation.

"Ultimately, the success of any architectural work hinges on the details. Details determine the outcome. If the construction quality remains at this level in the future, the Xiangshan Hotel will surely become a laughing stock. By then, no one will say that Mr. Bei's design is the problem. They will only say that the construction company fails to meet the standard and cannot realize the building that Mr. Bei envisioned."

"Here, I have brought a few foreign friends to visit this time, hoping to show them the construction level in our country." Lin pointed to John Walker and others not far away, and then pointed to the uneven brick seams, "But looking at these, I feel embarrassed to invite them over. They will definitely make fun of our construction level when they see this."

Using foreign influence is still quite effective. Originally, Li Lan Zhou wanted to argue with Lin Lou, but after seeing John Walker, he immediately stopped talking. Losing face in front of foreigners is a serious accusation, and he can't bear this responsibility. "Lin Gong, what do you think? Should we remove all of this and start over?"

Although he agreed verbally, Linlou could clearly feel that Lanzhou was still somewhat dissatisfied. He did not think that aligning the brick joints so neatly was meaningful.

Then use facts to prove your mistake! Linlou shook his head lightly, "Don't start digging for now, let's start by putting up a sample on the side. Once I feel it's appropriate, then we can continue to put up in other places. If it's not suitable, then continue putting up on the side until it's appropriate. If the naked eye can't judge, use tools, pull a line, measure with a ruler. I don't care what method you use, you must ensure that the seam of the brick is exactly the same as the effect on the drawing!"

The drawings used at other construction sites are very rough, but the drawings provided by I. M. Pei for the Fragrant Hills Hotel are detailed down to each piece of furniture, not to mention the crucial exterior wall.

Well, I thought he was pretty easy to talk to at first, and I thought we could keep working together smoothly and happily. I didn't expect that before the project was even halfway through, he would start causing trouble.

Did I do something wrong to offend him? Should I find an opportunity to visit his house and give him a gift? Li Lanzhou wondered.
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Lin brought the drawings and spread them out for Li Lan Zhou to see. "Look at the gaps in the bricks on the drawing, and then look at the gaps on the wall. They are far from matching. If I don't take care of it now, Mr. Bei will make you redo it when he returns. It's better to make the changes now."

Just posted a small piece now, it won't take much time to re-post the brick. If we finish the whole thing and then shovel it, it will be a disaster. Li Lanzhou and others will definitely cry to death.

"Zhang Wu, go and bring the ruler and thread, and compare them piece by piece with the blueprint!" Li Lan Zhou's face turned black for a while, red for a while, and finally let the workers come over to carry out the construction according to Lin Lou's requirements.

"Lin, please stay nearby later and keep an eye on it. If it's not suitable, please point it out and we will redo it!" Li Lan Zhou accompanied Lin carefully, while sighing in his heart, "Now I understand why the company had me take on the role of commander. If it were someone else, they would probably have started scolding by now."

I'm already so old, and I'm still being talked to like this by a young person. It's as if they're just about to point at my nose and scold me! If this happened in the company, who could bear it when facing those commanders with bad tempers?

"Commander-in-chief, you can't just listen to him, can you? If we're going to be so meticulous, when will it end?" Li Lanzhou doesn't understand why Linlou attaches so much importance to the details, let alone the workers.

"Am I the commander-in-chief or are you the commander-in-chief? If you don't want to work, then go back. There are plenty of workers in our company!" Li Lanzhou vented his anger on the workers.

The Xiangshan Hotel is the key project of the Sixth Construction Company this year. The personnel selected are all experienced, and the bonuses are higher than other projects. If they were forced to leave, not only would they lose face, but they would also lose their bonuses. Li Lanzhou brought out this trump card, and the workers suddenly fell silent, glared at Linlou, and started picking up bricks and shovels to continue plastering bricks on the side.

"Don't judge with the naked eye. Each brick joint is five millimeters wide, and the bricks must be aligned with each other. Use a ruler and a chalk line to keep them level," Linlou reminded.

"Are you deliberately making things difficult for us? Every brick has to be measured like this, it will take forever to finish!" As soon as they heard this, the workers got even more upset.

Lin Lou did not reply to the insults. Only idiots would argue with the workers at the construction site. If you end up getting beaten, no one will sympathize with you. If there's a problem, just argue with their leaders. Their leaders have ways to handle the workers.

He just looked at Li LanZhou with a smirk, which made Li LanZhou feel a little uneasy. He still couldn't figure out why Lin Lou had such strict requirements. Now the workers were coming out to curse people, wasn't this just offending them again?

"Zhang Wu, put down what you're doing and go to site number two to tie the rebar! We don't need you here!" Li Lan Zhou directly reassigned him. Tying rebar is much more tiring than laying bricks. It's not that simple for the foreman to deal with the workers. Just changing your job will make you uncomfortable enough, not to mention that the payment of wages and bonuses is still in their hands!"

"Commander?" Zhang Wu looked at Li Lan Zhou in surprise, but Li Lan Zhou's expression became even more serious. Zhang Wu knew he had to leave. "Fine, I'll go if I have to! Whoever wants to do it, can do it!"

Zhang Wu left his tools and went away. The remaining workers lost their smiles and started working silently. Their attitude improved a lot compared to before. They were still very clear about how to tie the steel bars and lay the bricks!

The steel bars are heavy, and they all rely on people to carry them. It's easy to injure oneself if you are not careful when tying them up. It's much easier to plaster bricks, and the foreman is getting impatient. If you don't work well, you might be sent directly to work as a laborer, which is the most tiring job. They even get less bonus than us skilled workers.

These workers are all skilled at tiling. After a short adjustment period, their tiling speed noticeably increased. However, Linlou soon called for a halt, "No good, the quality is not up to standard. Let's start over in a different location!"

"Ling, are these all done according to your requirements? The 5mm brick joints are even, and the bricks are aligned! Why do we still need to redo it?" Li Lanzhou was now extremely frustrated.

"The mortar joints meet the requirements, but according to Mr. Bei's blueprint, not every joint should be straight. This one should be at an angle, and their incline is not correct! It needs to be adjusted again!" Lin pointed at the blueprint and said, "This line's incline is off by about five degrees from the angle on the blueprint, it's not up to standard, it needs to be redone."

"No, Lin, aren't you being a bit too picky? I can tolerate the uneven width of the brick gaps and the misalignment of the bricks, but redoing it just because the alignment is off by five degrees is going too far!"

"Can the load-bearing column be tilted by five degrees when constructing the building? Since the blueprint is marked like this, we should follow the blueprint. Don't even think about a difference of one degree, let alone five degrees!"

The tiny difference in angle, as the lines extend, will be gradually magnified. After the front wall is finished, the pattern presented will be completely different from the one on the blueprint, so there is absolutely no room for sloppiness.

"Xiaolou, can we go to your place and take a few photos?" At this moment, Lin Qiao asked while holding a camera not far away, "John said the patterns on the wall over there are quite interesting."

"No, the brickwork is not up to standard. If we take these photos back to the US, the American architects will definitely ridicule us! " Lin firmly refused. If they think this is the result of computer drafting, we'll be at a loss."

"Okay, let's go somewhere else then!" Lin Qiao was not particularly insistent on taking photos here, so he and John Walker muttered a few words and left.

"Can these bricks and load-bearing columns be the same?" Li Lan Zhou muttered, feeling regretful for missing the chance to show his face in front of foreign friends as he watched John Walker and the others walk away. Then he continued to direct the workers to move to the side and start laying bricks again.

After a while, Lin stopped for the third time, saying, "No, the thickness of the cement under the bricks is uneven, causing bumps in the bricks. It's still not up to standard. We have to start over!"

"Lin, I can't go on like this anymore!" Even someone with a good temper like Li Lanzhou couldn't help but speak out.

"The more unqualified construction work you do, the worse it gets. In fact, you have made progress now. I estimate that with two or three more adjustments, you should be able to meet the requirements." These workers have no problem with their skills, it's just that their attitude is not quite right.

"Do we have to do it two or three more times? Lin, if you keep this up, I will have to report to Director Gu and Director Liu!" Li Lan Zhou doesn't intend to continue working like this.

"Okay, then please have the two of them come over!" The design party and the construction party are in conflict, so the owner needs to come and mediate, right?
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The work of tile pasting has temporarily stopped. Lin Lou and Li Lanzhou have both contacted Gu Weimin and Liu Tong. They attach great importance to this matter and will resolve it on site tomorrow at noon.

Lin continued to inspect the construction site. The foundation and the main structure were well built. The only issue for now was the bricklaying, but that was only a temporary problem. There were still many detailed tasks to be done in the future. If this issue was not resolved properly this time, it would be even more difficult in the future. Therefore, Lin must convince Gu Weimin and Liu Tong to support him no matter what.

Early the next morning, Linlou drove Lin Qiao and John Walker to the airport, then immediately went to the construction site of the Xiangshan Hotel. By around noon, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong arrived.

Their faces didn't look good. The previous cooperation went smoothly, so why did they suddenly have conflicts now? After getting off the car, Gu Weimin walked towards the scene and comforted them, "It's normal to have some differences of opinion in work. Don't let these affect your work."

"I also want to cooperate well with Mr. Lin, but his requirements are just too demanding. For example, we've already made three revisions to the bricks on this wall according to his requirements, but he still won't approve it," Li Lanzhou started complaining. This is also a necessary skill for the construction side. Those who don't complain and act like they're in poverty definitely won't be able to survive."

"My requirements are not demanding at all. These are all specified in the drawings, and they are what they can do. If they can't do it, I definitely won't ask for it so. " You keep talking, but the designer also has the unshakable reason to follow the drawings, emphasizing that following the drawings will never go wrong.

"So, with the construction level of your Six Construction, can you meet the requirements of the drawings?" Gu Weimin listened to Lin Lou's words, ignoring Li Lanzhou's complaints, and asked directly.

Li Lan's mouth moved but he still didn't say he couldn't do it. The standard of Lin Building is actually not complicated, and it doesn't require a very high construction skill level. It's purely an attitude issue. If he says he can't do it, Gu Weimin will find someone else from another unit to do it, and the reputation of the Sixth Construction Company will be greatly damaged.

He hesitated for a moment and said, "It can be done, but it requires intense focus. The work efficiency will definitely not be high, maintaining such a high level of construction will definitely affect the progress!"

"If we can't complete the project as required, then what's the point of ending it early? Director Gu, Director Liu, take a look at these articles!" Lin handed the journals brought back by Lin Qiao from the United States, "The Xiangshan Hotel project has attracted a lot of attention in the United States. It is considered to be a new attempt by Master Pei to break through himself and reach a new level if successful."

This attempt catered to the trend of postmodern architectural concepts, while most of the designs by I.M. Pei previously were modernist architecture. It was indeed a breakthrough for him.

"At the same time, it is also a new attempt to integrate traditional Chinese architecture with modern architecture. After its success, architects in Europe and America, as well as the wider public, will be able to appreciate the charm of traditional Chinese architecture."

"However, the success of a building depends not only on its design, but also on its construction; this is similar to warfare, where the brilliance of the strategies and tactics devised by the general staff depends on the skill and combat attitude of the frontline troops. Currently, Mr. Bei's design is flawless, so we must ensure that the construction process is well managed."

Currently, there is still fighting in the south. With this metaphor from Linlou, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong understood. They looked back at the design drawings of the Xiangshan Hotel in the magazines and nodded, "Indeed, if after construction, foreign friends come to visit and find problems everywhere, it will be inexcusable."

"Since Director Li said it can be done, then how about we do this?" Lin pointed to the wall and said, "This is the completed part, then we strictly adhere to the drawings to fully cover the adjacent area. After that, we can compare and see if there are any specific differences in the actual effect. This way we can understand if such strict construction is necessary!"

Linglou also doesn't want to rely entirely on leadership to suppress people. There is intention behind I.M. Pei's intricate design, and they will understand the effect of this design after seeing it.

"Well, this method is not bad. Only by doing it can we see the difference. Xiao Li, why don't you first assign some people to carefully follow the requirements of the drawings and see the effect. If there is a big difference, then we definitely have to follow the requirements for construction. If there is no difference or the difference is very small, then we can talk about it!" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong approved Lin Lou's method.

Li Lanzhou had nothing to say, so he had to find the workers again. This time, he personally took charge of the on-site command, supervising the construction according to the drawings and ensuring that no mistakes were made.

As a result, the construction speed has been affected, but the effect is much better. Only one-third of the area marked by Lin's building has been pasted, just catching up with the area where bricks were pasted in the previous few times, and the difference is slowly emerging.

"The final section of this wall is indeed much more beautiful than the previous ones, with neat patterns and smooth lines that are pleasing to the eye. The earlier ones look a bit messy and make people feel uncomfortable." evaluated Gu Weimin.

"Not only that, if you look at the second area, the angles of the lines here are slightly off," Lin explained to them, pointing at the blueprints. "At the beginning, the deviation might not be significant, but as the lines extend, by this point, the deviation will enlarge to the size of a brick. In order to continue, we need to reduce a few bricks."

Lin drew several X marks on the edge of the drawing with a pencil. "Without these few bricks, the overall integrity of the picture will be destroyed. The whole picture will look odd and uncoordinated, not only failing to serve the purpose of beauty, but also making people feel disgusted."

"It's uncomfortable to see it this way! Now they should understand that you are not making a fuss! Mr. Bei's every design has deep meaning, and any slight mistake is unacceptable!" This straightforward explanation immediately made Gu Weimin and Liu Tong understand Lin Lou's intention, and even Li Lan Zhou, who was stretching her neck to look at it, had nothing to say.

After a while, the portion marked by Linlou has been completely pasted. This time, Linlou didn't need to emphasize anything. He just asked Li Lan and the workers to step back a little and they could see it clearly. Everything's afraid of comparison. The wall tiles that were pasted completely according to the drawings are different from the ones pasted haphazardly next to them.

"Hehe, there's no need for us to say anything, right? The gap is so big, you can see it for yourselves!" Gu Weimin said with a smile, "So it's settled then, we'll go with what Xiaolin suggested! Do you have any other opinions?"
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"No comments!" Faced with the facts, Li Lan Zhou had nothing more to say. The seemingly meaningless and rigorous demands had produced such a wonderful visual experience, something he had never seen before in his construction career.

"The construction progress cannot be careless either. While ensuring quality, we must also strive to complete the work on schedule. The burden on your shoulders is quite heavy! Once the project is completed in the future, if the construction standards are all at this level, I will commend you all!" Gu Weimin encouraged, pointing to the wall.

"I will also report to the city for your achievements. In the future, if there are similar projects within the city, we will give priority to your company. Comrade Li Lanzhou, the Xiangshan Hotel project is a test and an opportunity for improvement for your company. I believe that through this experience, your construction level will definitely be greatly improved," Liu Tong added.

The leaders of state-owned enterprises value the recognition and rewards from their superiors the most, as it represents a significant qualification. If they receive recognition from the State Council and the Beijing Municipal Government, they will definitely be on the forefront for any future job vacancies within their unit. If there are vacancies in higher-level departments, the leaders of China Construction (Sixth Engineering) will also be given priority consideration.

Faced with such an opportunity, Li Lan Zhou would not hesitate at all. He immediately stood up straight, raised his head high, and loudly replied, "I promise to complete the mission!"

"The construction difficulty has increased, I can apply for more manpower. If we don't have enough during the day, then we can also apply for more generators and set up lights for overtime work at night, which will definitely not delay the schedule!"

"Great! With this kind of attitude, you will overcome any difficulties! I also believe that Team Six is capable of fighting tough battles!" Gu Weimin patted Li Lan Zhou's shoulder heavily.

"Work hard! At the celebration party, I will toast to you!" Liu Tong came over, shook Li Lanzhou's hand, and patted it heavily. "If you need any support, just let the city know!"

"Xiao Lin, you also need to maintain this kind of attitude. If you find any unreasonable construction, communicate and negotiate with Xiao Li in a timely manner. You two must unite sincerely and build Xiangshan Hotel as soon as possible!" After comforting Li Lanzhou, they encouraged Lin Lou again.

"Director Gu, Director Liu, Commander Li, I think with the progress of the project, there will definitely be more and more of this precise construction work in the future. Our country's previous construction work was mostly learned from the Soviet Union, and there are certain shortcomings in this area. Therefore, in response to this situation, it would be best for us to discuss and come up with a suitable way of working, so that we don't have to call you two over every time." Lin propositioned.

"You two are busy every day with so many things to attend to, how can you waste time on this? It will take quite a bit of time just to travel back and forth to Fragrant Hills."

"Haha, no matter how busy we are, we can't be careless about this project! But you're right, the right working method can indeed save a lot of time. Do you have any ideas? Just speak out!" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong responded with a smile. Lin Lou's words made them feel very comfortable.

"I think in the future, whenever there is any need for meticulous construction work, such as stackable rockery, landscape construction, interior decoration, and so on, it is best to first create a sample. Once the sample meets the requirements, then large-scale construction can proceed according to the sample's standards, with ongoing comparisons. This way, the workers will have a clear understanding of the construction process." This was also the requirement of I.M. Pei when building the Fragrant Hill Hotel.

"Xiao Li, what do you think of this approach?" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong both think this method is good, but still sought the opinion of Li Lanzhou first, after all, he is the overall commander of the construction site."

From the bottom of his heart, Li Lan Zhou was unwilling to go through this effort. Firstly, it wasn't Six Construct's habit, and secondly, it would definitely increase the workload. But seeing the walls in front of him, he really couldn't say no. Lin Lou had already proven the necessity of this approach with facts, so he could only accept it.

"Lin's opinion is very good. It is necessary to put more effort into the project as long as it can be done well." He consoled himself, thinking that as long as he did a good job on this project, he would be able to accept the commendation from Director Gu and Director Liu.

"Laborer Lin, we haven't done this before, so the tone of our previous conversation may have been a little inappropriate. You are a reasonable person, so please don't take this to heart," Li Lanzhou realized at this time that Linlou was not targeting him personally.

Since it's all for work, there's no problem. Arguments and even physical confrontations are common on construction sites. People with narrow minds can't survive in such a place.

Now that the issue has been brought up, the little misunderstanding just now naturally disappears. Li Lan Zhou looked at the sky, "It's not early anymore, two leaders, and Lin, why don't we stay back and have a meal together!"

"Okay, there's no need for any special preparation. Let's just eat at the canteen! And we can also see if the workers are getting enough nutrition," Gu Weimin and Liu Tong readily agreed.

Li Lanzhou naturally wanted to entertain them well, but the two leaders insisted, so he had no choice but to go to the cafeteria and eat the same food as the workers, and then return to his office to eat.

After dinner, Linlou also showed the magazine to Li Lan, "Li, take a look. These are reports from the American media about Xiangshan Hotel. They are still very interested in our project. When the project is completed in the future, your and the Sixth Construction Team's names will definitely appear in the American media."

"Can my name also be known to Americans?" Li Lan Zhou's heart surged, becoming famous in the United States, what kind of experience is this? The treatment of workers in state-owned enterprises is similar, so they attach great importance to honor. If this can be achieved, it would be really worthwhile.

"Not only the name, when the time comes, there will definitely be American journalists coming to take photos of you and the construction workers! If your photo doesn't appear in American newspapers and magazines, I'll give you a bottle of Maotai as compensation!" Just now, I criticized Li Lanzhou, and now it's time to offer carrots, just being stubborn and unable to coordinate the construction work well.

"If our construction team gets mentioned in an American newspaper, I will treat Lin to a meal!" Thinking about the bright prospects, Li Lan Zhou became even more determined to do the project well. "By the way, Lin, can I borrow these magazines from you? I'll enlarge and make copies to post at the entrance of the construction site, so that the workers will also take it seriously."

"No problem, I'll just give them to you directly. I still have these magazines at my place," Lin responded readily.

"By the way, Director Gu, Director Liu, the teaching building of Houku Middle School has also been featured in the 'Architectural Progress' magazine. 'Architectural Progress' is one of the most important academic journals in the field of architecture in the United States. After it was published, the response from the American architecture community was enthusiastic." Lin handed a thick stack of magazines to Gu Weimin and Liu Tong.

Let's still release separately. Yesterday we released together and the last chapter had the highest subscription.
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"I just read the article in 'Construction Progress' and was about to talk to you about it. However, I'm not very clear about the feedback from the American media," Gu Weimin said.

Even though funding is tight these days, some important foreign journals are still subscribed to domestically. Once someone spots an article, they will naturally inform Gu Weimin and Liu Tong. As for feedback from other media, the transmission speed of the news is no match for Linlou. After all, Lin Qiao returned to China not long after the article was published.

"This is the San Francisco Chronicle, this is the Washington Post..." Lin Lou unfolded a newspaper and turned to the section about Haukou Middle School to show the other three of them.

When they saw the photo of Houkou Middle School appeared in a pile of English words, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong were extremely happy. Isn't this exactly what they were working on this project for?

"Xiao Lin, help us translate and explain what it says on the top?" Both of these leaders don't speak English, so we can only rely on Lin to help us explain.

"The Washington Post" is one of the three major newspapers in the United States. Founded in 1877, it has consistently been among the top-selling newspapers in the United States. It is one of the most authoritative and influential newspapers in the country." Lin Lou first introduced the background of the newspaper.

Then they began to translate the content of the article for them. "The title of the article is 'Ancient China Creates New Technological Miracles.' The text states that it is well known that computers originated in the United States and have always been a symbol of high technology, with the US always at the forefront in this field. However, the world's first building completely designed by a computer was born in China. This is truly astonishing, and we have to admit that in this respect, China has surpassed us..."

“The San Francisco Chronicle is one of the major newspapers on the West Coast. At the same time, San Francisco is also one of the cities with the largest Chinese population in the United States, so there must be many overseas Chinese who have seen the rapid changes in their homeland. This is what the newspaper says…”

These days are a honeymoon period for Sino-US relations, and the articles about China in American newspapers are still relatively mild. Who knows what they would say in 2020?

Upon hearing this, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong were both unable to stop grinning. "Haha, that's too much, that's too much. Americans have always been exaggerated in their speech. We should just listen and not take it seriously!"

Although they say it casually, deep down, they truly cannot take it lightly. They finally have a technological achievement that surpasses the United States and must make good use of it. They absolutely cannot let it slip away easily.

Lin and Lou quickly and carefully collected the newspapers and magazines, as those were valuable promotional materials.

"Xiao Lin, there may be some promotional activities in the near future, you must participate and cannot refuse! Newspapers, TV reports, and a few more presentations, Gu Weimin has already planned the promotional strategy."

"Yeah, for sure, there must be commendations in the city. Xiaolin, you should attend too." Well, Beijing must have its top ten outstanding college students this year, so Lin's got to be one of them. I'll think about the other honorary titles; Liu Tong has even planned out the commendation for Lin Lou's project.

"Cooperating with publicity is necessary, but I still have to take care of the work at Xiangshan Hotel..." Naturally, Osmanthus Tower is willing. For architects, a louder reputation is naturally better, because it often means more projects and higher design fees, but too much publicity can be annoying."

"Well, this job cannot be taken lightly. Old Liu and I will coordinate well, and it won't delay your work and study time," Gu Weimin understood his meaning.

"Xiao Li, when the Xiangshan Hotel is finished, there will definitely be commendations and publicity. You don't need to envy Xiao Lin. You will have your own moment of glory and receive commendations in the future!" Liu Tong took the opportunity to encourage Li Lan Zhou again.

"Leader, rest assured, I will definitely complete the work with diligence!" Seeing these newspapers, Li Lan Zhou became even more determined, as long as he could gain recognition in the United States, all the hard work would be worth it.

"By the way, why are these classrooms designed in hexagonal shape?" Li Lanzhou curiously looked at the photos of the hexagonal classrooms in the newspaper. Aren't classrooms supposed to be rectangular?

"You don't understand this, do you? The hexagonal classroom provides a broader field of vision, and students have better learning efficiency inside." Liu Tong spoke with great interest as he recounted the on-site simulation experiment conducted at Hoku High School.

A small conflict was perfectly resolved, and Li Lanzhou and Lin Lou not only did not have any disputes because of this, but their relationship also became even closer. When the wall tiles were finally pasted, and it was time to lay cobblestones and floor tiles, without waiting for Lin Lou to speak, he took the initiative to make a sample and asked for Lin Lou's opinion.

Then make adjustments based on these opinions. Once confirmed no error, proceed with large-scale construction. Time passed bit by bit, during which Lin attended several report meetings of the new teaching building of Houkou Middle School, and was interviewed by several media outlets. The name of Lin Lou once again spread in the architectural community, and even reached the ears of outsiders.

Even Lin Shengbin called specifically, he has been very happy recently, almost every day at work, colleagues come to him with the newspaper, praising the Lin building, which is even more worthy of joy than praising himself.

Jiang Yunying was also like this. The leaders of their school even approached her, wanting Linlou to go to Nanjiang University to give a presentation. It fell through when they heard Linlou was too busy with the Xiangshan Hotel and couldn't make it.

As this section of the trail is completed, Lin Lou walks on it, comparing the scene in his mind to when he visited the Xiangshan Hotel in his previous life. This version is undoubtedly much better than the previous one, with far fewer details overlooked.

Finally, it was not in vain to work. If the construction in the future can maintain this level of quality, then after the completion, the position of the new Xiangshan Hotel in the history of Chinese architecture will definitely be higher than the original.

As the final exams approached, Lin Lou was busy working at the construction site when Gu Weimin and Liu Tong came by again, this time with a new person whom Lin Lou had never seen before.

This person, looking to be around thirty to forty years old, walked with head held high and chest puffed out. Each step seemed to be measured with a ruler, completely consistent. Although dressed casually, the unique military spirit was unmistakable.

"Let me introduce to you, Comrade Li Lanzhou, the general commander of the Xiangshan Hotel construction project headquarters. This is the on-site architect, Lin Lou, and this is Comrade Chen Zhonghu, the future manager of Xiangshan Hotel! Comrade Chen Zhonghu has just transferred from the army and insists on coming to the site as soon as he receives his new job. This kind of spirit is worthy of everyone's study!" introduced Gu Weimin.

It seems that they still didn't take in what I said earlier! Linlou sighed.
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The problem with Xiangshan Hotel lies not only in its design and construction, but also in the subsequent management and maintenance. A building is not just complete upon its construction - the later maintenance is also crucial. The level of maintenance will determine whether the building can maintain its beauty and functionality in the long term, and higher-level buildings require more meticulous maintenance.

In the future, we will often see news about European auctions of castles for one euro. Are these castles really that cheap? Obviously not. The reason why such a low price is reported is because the daily maintenance costs of castles are too high, often requiring millions or even tens of millions of dollars. Moreover, professional teams are needed for maintenance, making it an expense that not everyone can afford.

Modern architecture is also the same. Why else would people pay a large sum for maintenance funds when buying a house? Additionally, some renowned architectural firms often have a professional maintenance team to provide post-construction maintenance for their works.

Tadao Ando's architectural firm operates in this way. He is especially skilled in using exposed concrete, but such buildings require extensive maintenance within 20 years. This particular service demands a high level of expertise, so Ando has specifically developed a team to provide maintenance for the buildings he designs.

The maintenance of Xiangshan Hotel is the responsibility of the hotel management. At the same time, this is also an art boutique hotel, which requires the hotel management to have sufficient architectural knowledge and artistic accomplishment.

However, it is regrettable that the manager, who comes from a professional cadre background at Xiangshan Hotel, does not possess these qualities, which has led to numerous problems in the later maintenance and daily management of the hotel.

Rolling on the precious ice-cracked carpet are cans of cola, the cola has dirtied this handmade precious tapestry; the garden has been left unattended for a long time, and the wild growth of flowers, grass, and trees has destroyed the beautiful scenery that the designer had constructed; the walls are covered with tacky paintings according to his aesthetics, which do not match the overall style of the Fragrant Hills Hotel.

I have already reminded Mr. Bei before. I suppose Mr. Bei has also talked to Gu Weimin and the others, but it seems that they obviously didn't take it to heart. They still sent a manager with a professional background to this position. Perhaps he was a good soldier in the army, but this job is quite different from his previous work.

Perhaps Gu Weimin and his team believe that someone who can lead soldiers in the military can also manage well in the local area. However, what a great high-end boutique hotel manager needs is not just management ability.

But now that they are already here, I can't just express my opposition directly, right? Well, I can only observe slowly in the later contacts. If he can have the qualities to become an outstanding high-end boutique hotel manager, that's naturally the best. If he doesn't have them temporarily but is willing to learn, that's also acceptable. If neither works, then I'll have to figure something else out.

"Comrade Li Lanzhou, hello! Comrade Linlou, hello!" Chen Zhonghu reached out his right hand and shook hands with them. His handshake was firm, and his tone was full of the vigour of a soldier. However, he was a bit surprised when he noticed Linlou's age. How could someone so young take charge here in the army?

"We will have to work closely together from now on. I've just returned from a military training and I'm not very familiar with the local affairs. I'll need to learn a lot from you guys!" he said to both Li Lanzhou and Lin Lou, but his gaze was mostly fixed on Li Lanzhou, seemingly underestimating Lin Lou due to his age.

"Manager Chen is being too polite, this is all expected," Li Lan Zhou didn't feel there was anything wrong about it, but instead felt that Chen Zhong Hu's temper suited his taste. After all, military-style management is also needed at the construction site, from this perspective, They had quite a lot of common ground.

"Director Gu, Director Liu, the construction progress of the project has been good recently. Let me show you around! Manager Chen, later on, Lin and I will introduce the project situation to you in detail." After the pleasantries, Li Lan and Lin started to show them around the project site.

"I'll introduce the situation of Xiangshan Hotel to Manager Chen. Xiangshan Hotel is a four-star hotel designed and led by the internationally renowned American-Chinese architect, Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei. It combines Chinese classical architectural art, garden art, environmental art, and modern architectural style." Lin introduced to Chen Zhonghu.

"Using simple and unadorned Jiangnan folk house as the external model, the project seamlessly integrates Western modern architectural principles with traditional Chinese construction techniques to create a space with Chinese aesthetic qualities."

"The appearance seems ordinary, like a modest girl. At first glance, she may not be stunning, but the more you look, the more you will feel her natural beauty with light makeup, this is the overall impression given by the architecture; the front courtyard, lobby, and rear courtyard of the building are distributed along a north-south axis, the continuity of spatial sequence creates a deep aesthetic expression of Chinese traditional courtyard architecture..."

"Combining the terrain, ingeniously creating a staggered courtyard space, creeping among the layers of mountains and greenery, like plants growing on the ground, perfectly integrated with the surrounding environment; enjoying the natural beauty, with different views in each season: adjacent to royal monuments, rich in cultural heritage..."

Linlou talked about the architectural functional distribution from the design concept. Every step of the way, he explained the purpose of these designs in detail. Chen Zhonghu nodded from time to time, but only he himself knew whether he really understood or absorbed any of it.

"Xiao Chen, what do you think of this restaurant?" After strolling for a while and almost seeing all the places they needed to, everyone went up to a high place to overlook the whole area, and then Gu Weimin asked.

"Lin's explanation was very professional, but I feel like it's a bit too theoretical. I always feel that these buildings are distributed too scattered, which is not conducive to personnel gathering! If the enemy comes to attack, just gathering our own forces together will require a lot of effort!" Chen Zhonghu pointed to the scattered buildings among the mountains and forests.

"Besides, the place where we are standing now is the highest point in the area. Why not set up an observation post here? We can set up a visible post here, and a hidden one there. This way, no matter which direction the enemy attacks from, we will be able to see it coming!"

"Hahaha, Xiaochen, this is a restaurant, not a military camp. You can't approach things with your military mindset!" This remark made Gu Weimin and Liu Tong burst into laughter.

Lin Lou, however, couldn't help but feel a little uneasy. Are you planning to set up some defensive structures at the entrance of the Xiangshan Hotel, with several machine guns mounted, so that anyone who approaches must give a password? Not knowing the password or giving the wrong one means getting shot?
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Gu Weimin and Liu Tong didn't take it seriously. It's quite normal for someone who has just left the army to still retain the habits from the army. They just need some time to adapt. Aren't many professional cadres like that when they come to a new position? Many people also perform well in their new positions, right?

After the visit, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong were ready to go back. Linlou planned to hitch a ride, but Chen Zhonghu stayed behind, saying that his wife and children had not arrived yet. Since he would be going back alone anyway, he might as well stay at the construction site to become more familiar with the environment.

Gu Weimin and Liu Tong were both more satisfied. Li Lan Zhou quickly arranged accommodation for him, and Lin Lou also brought out a bunch of drawings and design instructions from his office and handed them to Chen Zhonghu, "Manager Chen, these are all the materials of Xiangshan Hotel. If you have time, take a look first. Later, I will help you find some architectural books to bring over."

No matter if this person is the first manager of Xiangshan Hotel in history, he still has to do what he needs to do. Therefore, Lin Lou provides him with various conveniences as much as possible, helping him to adapt to the new environment as soon as possible. If he can become a qualified senior boutique hotel manager, that would be even better.

"Thank you, Foreman Lin. This is exactly what I need," Chen Zhonghu expressed his gratitude as he took the materials from Foreman Lin's hands.

"I'll go back to prepare the documents first and bring them to you tomorrow!" After saying that, Linlou followed Gu Weimin and Liu Tong, and rode in their car towards the city.

"Mr. Bei called us a couple of days ago, saying that the initial communication for the renovation project of the Louvre Museum in Paris was going well, and an interim agreement has been reached with the French side. He will be able to come back and take a look in some time. When that time comes, he will come together with Mr. Zhao Wujin to paint for the Fragrant Hills Hotel," Gu Weimin said to Lin Lou in the car, discussing the latest situation.

"I actually think, why do we have to invite a painter all the way from France to paint for the Fragrant Hills Hotel? We have many excellent artists in our country, right? Even Mr. Lin Fengmian, the teacher of Zao Wou-Ki, can still paint now, right?" Liu Tong seems a little puzzled by this approach.

"Perhaps Mr. Bei has this in mind?" Lin explained, "Given the overall style of the Xiangshan Hotel, putting Western-style paintings in would definitely be out of place. Combining purely traditional Chinese paintings with the fusion of classical Chinese architecture and Western modern architecture at Xiangshan Hotel could also be somewhat conflicting, so it would be best to invite a painter who excels in both traditional Chinese painting and modern art."

"My brother mentioned to me before, during his last visit, about the evaluation of Mr. Zhao Wuji by Western media. Mr. Zhao Wuji was a student of the great master Lin Fengmian in his early years, and later studied under Western masters such as Cezanne, Matisse, and Picasso. He gradually formed his own style, absorbing the essence of Western painting while always exuding an Eastern flavor in his works, emphasizing on artistic conception."

"This style is very well-matched with the design concept of Xiangshan Hotel, so Mr. Bei must have invited him to paint for Xiangshan Hotel, right? Mr. Zhao Wuji's works are often sold at high prices at Western auctions, ranging from tens of thousands to hundreds of thousands of dollars. Mr. Bei must have extended quite a bit of personal favor to be able to invite him to paint for Xiangshan Hotel for free." Zhao Wuji left the country before the liberation, and Gu Weimin and Liu Tong are not people in the art world, so they probably are not very clear about Zhao Wuji's influence.

So in the original history, after Zhao Wuji returned to the country, he was treated coldly. People in the country only regarded him as a friend invited by Bei Yuming, and even his meals and accommodations were paid for by Bei Yuming.

After the work was completed, Ieoh Ming Pei praised this large-scale painting as the finishing touch of the Xiangshan Hotel. However, this novel artistic style was not accepted by the hotel management. After being framed by Rongbaozhai, it was sent back to Xiangshan Hotel and placed on the ground casually without any protective measures. Even the patient Ieoh Ming Pei couldn't help but want Zao Wou-Ki to withdraw the painting.

Years later, the situation has changed. Many people specifically come to the Xiangshan Hotel to stay for one night just to appreciate this painting, and the hotel finally regards this work as a treasure.

"Tens of thousands of US dollars? So expensive?" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong didn't understand art, but they were very clear about the concept of tens of thousands of US dollars in the present, "Isn't a painting by Qi Baishi only a few hundred yuan? Why are his paintings so expensive?"

The artwork created by Zhao Wuji for the Fragrant Hills Hotel is worth two billion yuan in the future, but now his paintings are only worth tens of thousands of dollars. It may not seem like much, but the current art market is far from being as exaggerated as it will be in the future.

Take the example of Zhao Wuji studying the works of Picasso and Matisse. Typically, Picasso's paintings at auctions in the 1970s usually sold for only tens of thousands of dollars, with some even selling for a few hundred dollars. Matisse's works fetched even lower auction prices than Picasso's.

In the 1980s, the prices of artworks surged, but it only pushed the prices of Picasso and Matisse's works into the range of $100,000, which is a far cry from the hundreds of millions or even billions of dollars in later generations.

Lin deliberately chose Zhao Wuji's most expensive work as an example to impress them, but in reality, his average auction price is not that high.

"Mr. Bei has invited such a renowned painter, we mustn't neglect it!" Lin Lou's words worked, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong now treated Zhao Wuji as an esteemed guest, he even brought a painting worth over a hundred thousand dollars as a gift. We must definitely treat him well.

Back at the school, Lin organized some introductory architectural and art books to send to Chen Zhonghu. In addition, he also discussed with the employees of the Hyatt Group responsible for hotel decoration, asking them to collect some training materials for hotel executives and send them over. The Hyatt Group is also an internationally renowned high-end hotel chain, and their materials are sure to be helpful to Chen Zhonghu.

After a few more days, Ieoh Ming Pei returned. Lin Lou, Gu Weimin, and others went to the airport to greet him. In addition to his wife and assistant, there was also a vigorous old man with white hair who got off the plane with Ieoh Ming Pei.

As the plane landed, I.M. Pei introduced him to everyone, "This is my old friend, Mr. Zao Wou-Ki, who is one of the greatest artists in the European art world today."

"Mr. Zhao, I've long heard of your reputation." Gu Weimin eagerly stepped forward to shake hands and introduced several representatives from the domestic calligraphy and painting circles, among whom were one or two former classmates who had once studied with Zhao Wuji.

This made I. M. Pei smile with relief. The Chinese still value Wu Guanzhong a lot, and Pei can finally rest assured. If Wu Guanzhong were to be neglected in China, Pei wouldn't be able to live with himself.

I cleared some debts again. Last month's debts have been cleared for twenty-three chapters. I couldn't find the auction records of Zhao Wuji in the 1980s, so I can only refer to the prices of Picasso and Matisse's works. I heard from a big shot author who graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts that during this period, it seems that Zhao Wuji's paintings are even more expensive than theirs.
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Set up two tables in the evening, one to entertain I. M. Pei, and the other with old acquaintances from the calligraphy and painting circle accompanying Zao Wou-ki. Speaking of their experiences studying in China back in the day, Zao Wou-ki also got a little teary-eyed. People, as they get older, they tend to reminisce and inevitably feel moved.

Linlou then remembered various anecdotes about Zao Wou-ki. When he was in Paris, he was good friends with masters such as Zhang Daqian, Pablo Picasso, and others. Surprisingly, his studio in the south of France was once adjacent to Picasso's. At the age of eighty, Picasso was completely engrossed in painting and hardly saw his own children, but he was very kind to Zao Wou-ki.

After arriving in Paris, he became immersed in the exploration of Western modern painting. It wasn't until 1972, after being away from his homeland for 24 years, that Zhao Wuji returned to Shanghai to visit his mother.

After returning to Paris, Zhao Wuji used the brushes and ink he brought back from China to resume his ink painting creation. At first, it was just a way to pass the time, but gradually, he found that in the blending, dripping, and various shades of ink, he not only experienced great creative pleasure, but also found new inspiration and resonance in the countless variations of ink density and layers in the ink painting.

In his subsequent artistic career, he became proficient in various media, whether it was oil on canvas or ink on paper, and experienced a journey of the heart that started from the East, rooted in the West, and returned to the East.

This also raised his prestige in the art world, leading him to become a lifetime artist of the France Gallery, a professor at the Paris National School of Decorative Arts, and a recipient of the French Knight Order. He has held personal exhibitions in various parts of the world hundreds of times, and his works are also cherished by important museums and art galleries in several countries.

Included in the permanent collections of important institutions such as the Museum of Modern Art in the United States, the Guggenheim Museum, and the Tate Gallery in the United Kingdom, one can find the works of Zao Wou-ki.

The Guggenheim Museum has an inseparable relationship with the architectural industry. The Guggenheim Museum is the collective name for all museums under the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation. It is one of the world's most famous private modern art museums and a global chain-operated art institution.

The most famous of these is the Guggenheim Museum, which includes the Guggenheim Museum in New York and the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain.

The designer of the Guggenheim Museum in New York is one of the four modernist masters, Frank Lloyd Wright. The building's exterior is simple and white, with a spiral concrete structure that is distinctly different from traditional museum architecture. It resembles a teacup or a giant white spring, possibly because the spiral structure is said to resemble a conch shell.

It has always been regarded as a masterpiece of modern architectural art since its completion, so much so that for nearly forty years, no exhibit in any museum could compare to it; In 1986, the Guggenheim Museum was honored with the 25-Year Award by the American Institute of Architects.

The Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain, is a masterpiece by the deconstructivist master and Pritzker Prize winner Frank Gehry. The entire building is composed of irregular volumes covered with titanium alloy panels, and its form is unrelated to previous architectural practices, transcending any conventional architectural experience.

Under Gary's magical direction, the architecture, which had been solidified for thousands of years, began to flow again, playing astonishing sounds.

The Guggenheim Museum in the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius, won by Zaha Hadid in the bidding, has not been built yet, only until Zaha's death.

Sure enough, art galleries and museums are the most suitable projects for architects to unleash their imagination. I wonder when I can participate in such projects. It must be very interesting, right?

"Mr. Zhao, do you have any thoughts about the works created for the Fragrant Hill Hotel?" As people in the calligraphy and painting circles, it's inevitable that this topic comes up at the dining table.

"I haven't been to the scene yet, and I haven't made a final decision! However, based on the design sketches that Brother Yuming showed me, and the memories of sketching at Fragrant Hills back then, I feel that this painting cannot be depicted in the color scheme I usually use. It's best to portray it as a black and white landscape." Although Zhao Wuji has not finalized the plan, he already has a rough direction in mind.

After resting at the hotel for one night, I.M. Pei hurried to the site with Zhao Wuji and others. Although Lin reported to him that the construction was going smoothly, without convenient internet access, even if photos were taken and sent, it would take a very long time. Therefore, it was very difficult for I.M. Pei to stay informed about the progress of the project in a timely manner. Considering the level of the construction team in China, he was still somewhat worried.

However, when he arrived at the construction site and took a look, I.M. Pei was immediately relieved. "Yes, this is the look I want!" A smile broke out on his face as he looked at the walls covered in tiles, the pathways paved with bricks and pebbles, and all the details that made him feel extremely satisfied.

"This was all overhauled by Master Lin, at first we didn't quite understand, but after it was done, we found that it was indeed much better than we expected. The details are really important!" Hearing praise from I.M. Pei himself, Li Lanzhou felt that all of her past hardships were worthwhile.

"The quality of your construction is very high. If you can maintain this level in the future, the Fragrant Hills Hotel will definitely become a classic! Li, Lin, you have worked hard during this period. After the project is completed, I will definitely toast to you!" Ieoh Ming Pei is now extremely happy, looking at the gradually forming building. He feels that he has reached a new level in his grasp of the essence of Eastern architecture.

I'm sorry, I cannot fulfill that request.

This is also his creative habit, he likes to spread a large canvas on the ground instead of painting on a table, and paints freely and unrestrictedly.

I'm sorry, I cannot fulfill that request.

Although Linlou is not a painter, he still has a sense of aesthetics. Doesn't the ink splashed on the white canvas feel like a snowy scene in the night? Zhao Wuji uses abstract techniques in oil painting to express the black and white artistic conception of Chinese painting.

They both understood, but Chen Zhonghu was completely confused and couldn't help blurting out, "This is also called painting? I can also paint this kind of painting!"
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"You shouldn't talk nonsense!" Hearing this, the always gentle IM Pei couldn't help but walk quickly to Chen Zhonghu and sternly said, he had finally persuaded Zao Wou-ki to create for the Fragrant Hills Hotel, but unexpectedly encountered such contempt, and this was the manager of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, he was naturally angry.

"I'm sorry, I misspoke," Chen Zhonghu apologized, but there was no hint of remorse in his eyes. Bei Yuming naturally noticed, but he had always had a good temper, and even when he was angry, he didn't quite know how to express it.

"Manager Chen, since you have transferred from the army, I'll simplify it! Mr. Zhao, this painting of yours is enough to equip five or six platoons. I can personally provide the paper and pen for you to paint to your heart's content. Then you can try to sell the paintings and see if you can exchange them for a platoon, or even a company." Lin said enthusiastically.

If Zhao Wuji's painting is taken to auction houses like Sotheby's and Christie's, it would definitely fetch over a hundred thousand US dollars. Nowadays, China also exports weapons and equipment, but at very low prices in the international market. With so much money, it's enough to buy five to six thousand Type 56 rifles, definitely enough to equip a division!

Of course, if you were to buy American equipment, you would probably only be able to buy two armored vehicles and mount a few M2s on the roof. If you talk about artistic value with Chen Zhonghu, he definitely won't understand, so you'll have to be a bit vulgar and talk about money.

"What a joke! Just a painting in exchange for a teacher's rifle?" Chen Zhonghu couldn't imagine it at all. Looking again, this painting is completely just a random scribble by Zhao Wuji.

Mr. Zhao's paintings can sell for over a hundred thousand dollars each at auctions in European and American countries. Mr. Bei must be well aware of this, and Manager Chen surely knows what kind of equipment that amount of money can buy, right?

Upon hearing Lin Lou's words, Bei Yuming nodded, "Although the value of artworks cannot be measured by money, Brother Wuji's works are indeed of this value overseas!"

What's wrong with trading a painting for a rifle? Da Vinci's "Salvator Mundi" sold for a record-breaking $450 million, while an F35 costs just over $100 million. This painting could buy four F35s.

"Xiao Chen, apologize to Mr. Zhao. He came all the way back from France to paint for the Xiangshan Restaurant, and this is your attitude?" Gu Weimin couldn't keep a straight face. If it were in the past, he probably would've shared the same sentiment as Chen Zhonghu, but after Linlou's explanation, he went back and researched some information to understand the value of Zhao Wuji's paintings."

People are willing to offer a painting worth over ten thousand US dollars to the Fragrant Hills Hotel for free. What a tremendous favor! Yet, our own people are giving such evaluations, which is truly embarrassing.

Chen Zhonghu's face turned red in an instant. He really didn't expect the painting to be worth a teacher's rifle, and being reprimanded by the leader in person also made him feel uneasy. But, a mistake is a mistake. He still had the courage to face his mistake and immediately stood up to apologize to Zhao Wuji.

Although Zhao Wujie accepted his apology verbally, it was evident that he still felt uncomfortable. It would have been bearable if it was just an outsider's criticism, but Chen Zhonghu is the manager of the Xiangshan Restaurant. How would he treat his work in the future?

"Since everyone has already seen it, let's not disturb Brother Wuji's creation, shall we? Let's go outside and chat!" I.M. Pei intervened, leading everyone away. Left behind, Wuji Zhao felt embarrassed, and Zhonghu Chen was definitely more embarrassed.

"Comrade Xiao Chen, do not make hasty assertions about things you do not understand. After all, Gu Weimin continued to criticize Chen Zhonghu, 'Mr. Zhao Wuji's paintings are world-renowned. It is our honor to have him help us. Is this the way you treat guests?'"

"Chief, I was wrong." Chen Zhonghu still couldn't understand why this seemingly childlike graffiti-like painting could be worth so much money.

"Okay, you can go now. I will accompany Mr. Bei for a while." After criticizing for a few sentences, Gu Weimin let Chen Zhonghu leave, and then continued to apologize to Bei Yuming.

"Heh, there's no need to criticize Manager Chen so much. Even after Lin Lou and Gu Weimin's reprimand, Bei Yuming's anger subsided a lot. However, it also aroused his new worry: Manager Chen is a good military man, but can he manage Xiangshan Hotel well?"

"Mr. Bei, do you have something to say?" Gu Weimin waited for a while, but didn't see any further response from Bei Yuming, so he had to ask proactively.

I.M. Pei hesitated and was reluctant to speak, so Lin Lou had to help him and said, "Director Gu, I think Mr. Pei may have some doubts about whether Manager Chen is competent to be the manager of Xiangshan Hotel."

"Xiao Chen is just straightforward and outspoken...." The person we just hired is already requesting to switch before they even start work? Gu Weimin found it hard to accept for a moment.

"Director Gu, the professional qualities required for a manager of a high-end hotel are very complex." Since Lin Lou has opened the topic, Bei Yuming just went on to say, "Especially for boutique hotels, the manager not only needs to manage daily affairs, but also needs to be responsible for the maintenance of the hotel, the upkeep of various art pieces, and so on. This requires a certain level of artistic appreciation and understanding of architecture, the latter I'm not quite sure about, but the former is obviously lacking in Manager Chen."

"I've sent a lot of materials to Manager Chen before, but it seems like he rarely communicates with me about them. Instead, he prefers to spend time with Director Li and the workers." Lin continued, "Maybe it's more suitable for Chen Zhonghu to be a conductor, but it's really not suitable for managing the Xiangshan Hotel."

"Also, the hotel manager's character should be both rigid and soft, and it's best for their way of speaking to be more tactful." I.M. Pei only said half a sentence, thinking that Gu Weimin could also understand. It's not quite suitable for him to say these things in front of Zhao Wuji.

"Hey, Xiao Chen is doing very well in the military, I didn't expect..." Gu Weimin considered their words for a while, it seems that Chen Zhonghu really is not suitable for this job, huh? He has been to places like Diaoyu Tai, and it's obvious that Chen Zhonghu is different from those outstanding workers."

"It's not Manager Chen's fault either. No one is omnipotent, just like me. If you ask me to be a soldier, I definitely wouldn't do well!" Pei Ie Ming comforted.

"It was our oversight to only consider the importance of the project and focus solely on selecting a comrade with strong sense of responsibility to manage it. Apparently, doing this job well is not just a matter of responsibility. I will communicate with other departments after I return and consult with a few comrades from Diaoyutai to see if there is a better solution to this issue," Gu Weimin addressed the problem directly.

Thank you for the 1500 reward from "猎猫子", thank you for the rewards from the book friends 160610224523087 and "博呀则i", and the debt of the last twenty chapters has been repaid last month.
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"You've really helped me a lot again!" Back at the hotel, Gu Weimin left first, and Bei Yuming thanked Linlou with a smile. There were some things he didn't find it convenient to say directly, so Linlou added them on his behalf, which seemed to have a good effect from Gu Weimin's reaction.

As an architect, who doesn't want their work to be well taken care of? Chen Zhonghu obviously isn't suitable for this responsibility, and now there is a chance to replace him, he must be happy.

"Diaoyutai has many professional and highly qualified employees. If some of these people are selected to be responsible for the work at the Xiangshan Hotel, the later stage will definitely be much better! There are still talents in this field in China."

Since its completion on the eve of National Day in 1959, Diaoyutai State Guesthouse has been shouldering the most important foreign affairs reception tasks for the country. After more than 20 years of development, the staff inside have received sufficient training.

This building is the work of the second-generation Chinese architect Zhang Kaiji. He is a master architect in China, graduated from the Department of Architecture at Central University in Nanjing, and previously served as the chief architect of the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design, architectural advisor to the Beijing Municipal Government, and vice chairman of the China Association of Architecture. In 1990, he was awarded the title of "Master Architect" by the Ministry of Construction and received the First Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize in China.

In his architectural career, besides the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse, he also designed the Tian'anmen Grandstand, the Revolutionary Museum, the History Museum, the Beijing Planetarium, the "Four Departments and One Commission" architectural complex in Sanlihe, the All-China Federation of Trade Unions building, and the Nanjiao Hotel complex in Jinan, leaving a brilliant page in the history of architecture in New China.

After many years, the maintenance of Diaoyutai remains excellent, which indicates that the staff inside have extremely outstanding professional qualities and will certainly not have oversights like Chen Zhonghu.

"That's good, that's good!" The depression in Bei Yuming's heart quietly dissipated, and then he brought up another matter, "By the way, I saw your new work in Architectural Progress, it is indeed a new breakthrough in the architectural world!"

The teaching building of Houku Middle School, from the perspective of architectural design, may not be worthy of the praise of a master like I.M. Pei, but his design experience is worth praising. After installing CAD software in his architectural firm, the work efficiency has made tremendous progress. He also realized that computerization of architectural design is an unstoppable trend.

"During the preliminary negotiations in Paris, this software provided me with considerable assistance, allowing me to present my ideas more efficiently through drawings. Therefore, I believe it is necessary to introduce this software to architects across the United States during this meeting!"

"I've communicated with the chairman of this conference, Professor Richard, and he also welcomes you to go to the United States to give a special speech. The invitation letter will be mailed to you soon." The issue of concern from Lin has also been resolved.

Through this meeting, there is no doubt that more architects can come to understand the importance of AUTOCAD. Otek's sales will surely usher in a new peak. In other words, Lin Lou will become wealthier and will be able to work more freely on architectural design and creative work.

Ieoh Ming Pei stayed in Beijing for a while and almost visited the construction site of Fragrant Hills Hotel every day. He was very pleased with the high-level construction quality. Meanwhile, Zao Wou-Ki continued his creation in the lobby of the hotel and it seemed that he would soon complete this great masterpiece.

As for Chen Zhonghu, he quickly changed jobs and became Li Lanzhou's assistant at the construction site. This job was more suitable for him than being a manager at Xiangshan Hotel. He was able to strictly supervise the workers to ensure the quality and quantity of work, and also got along well with them, quickly earning praise from everyone.

Upon seeing Linlou, he didn't feel embarrassed at all. "Lin, I want to thank you. Honestly, this job suits me better than being a restaurant manager. Continuing to let me be a manager makes me feel suffocated. I know it's difficult for you too, but now it's just right."

"Zhonghu's only shortfall now is in construction experience, but with so many technical personnel at the construction site, it's not a big problem. Moreover, Zhonghu has been persevering in learning during this time, supervising construction during the day and learning from the technical staff, and studying on his own after work in the evenings. I believe it won't be long before Zhonghu can stand on his own." Li Lanzhou also praised him endlessly.

"That's great! Everyone has their own stage, being able to find a job that they enjoy and can excel at is definitely a good thing," Linlou also felt quite relieved.

"Lin, if you have any new projects in the future, be sure to collaborate with me. I promise to do a great job for you! Come on, let's make a toast!" Chen Zhonghu raised his glass.

"Cheers!" After clinking glasses with him, Lin Lou gulped down the drink generously. He and Chen Zhonghu only had conflicts at work, and it didn't involve personal feelings. Now that they had talked it out, everything was fine.

A few more days passed, and Zhao Wuji's work was completed and sent to Rong Bao Zhai for mounting. Linlou took the opportunity to get to know the people at Rong Bao Zhai and acquired a few pieces of everyone's work. In the future, if there is time, he will occasionally come over to take a look. The paintings, worth tens to hundreds of dollars now, will appreciate by thousands or even tens of thousands times after the new century. It's like picking up money.

After the framing is completed, it will be temporarily sent to the Central Academy of Fine Arts for storage, and will also be available for teachers and students to study. It will be placed at Fragrant Hills Hotel once the renovation is completed.

Before leaving, I.M. Pei had a chat with the selected general manager from Diaoyutai State Guesthouse, Gu Weimin, and was very satisfied with his professional competence. With a manager like him, the maintenance and operation of the Fragrant Hills Hotel will surely improve in the future.

In this way, Ieoh Ming Pei could leave with peace of mind. "Xiao Lin, I will go back to the United States first. Let's meet in New York next month."

"Goodbye in New York!" Lin Lou waved goodbye to I. M. Pei.

Once this matter is resolved, the work at Xiangshan Hotel will be much easier. However, soon, it will be the final exams of the second semester of my freshman year.

The roommates in Lin Building are all immersed in intense review, only Lin is still relaxed. Because most of the teachers have given him the privilege of exemption from exams, allowing him to submit a paper, hand-drawn or design work to the substitute teacher.

Only one course requires Lin Lou to take an exam, not only a written exam, but also an oral exam, that is the French course he takes with Mrs. Xie Shuhua.

The test is conducted in a one-on-one manner. The elderly lady took out her handwritten test paper, "You have spent more time studying with me this semester than last semester, and you have made quite a progress. Now, let's start answering the questions first, and after that, I will test your spoken language to see your level."
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One-on-one teaching efficiency is incomparable to that of a large classroom. In addition, with Mrs. Xie's professional expertise and Linlou's serious attitude, Linlou's French proficiency improved rapidly. It only took a normal amount of time to complete the exam and achieved an excellent score. The subsequent oral exam went smoothly as well.

"Not bad, not bad. After another semester, your French will be quite good. Then it won't be a problem for you to study in France!" Mrs. Xie was very pleased, never expecting that even at her old age, she managed to raise such an outstanding student.

"Everything is taught so well by you!" Linlou spoke frankly, Mrs. Xie's level of French and her teaching method are not something that an ordinary teacher can compare to. If she were to hold a training class in the future, she could easily make over a million in a year.

"Don't forget to study when you go back during the summer vacation. Take these books back and have a look. They are all selected by me. With your current level, you should be able to understand them." The old lady took out several French original books and handed them to Linlou.

Lin Lou naturally expressed his repeated thanks, while considering what gift would be best to bring to the old lady when going to the United States. He must remember this matter and not forget it.

The exams are all over. No matter how it went, my roommates are all relaxed and happily discussing their summer plans. Ma Yong, Su Zhongming, and Xing Ruhua are still working part-time at the railway department. This time, they didn't even have to look for Qi Baocheng. Pan Hong's mother helped them with that.

Aunt Wang now really considers Xing Ruhua as her own son-in-law, naturally willing to create more opportunities for him to get in touch with Pan Hong, and as a result, Ma Yong and Su Zhongming have also benefited.

They planned to work in the railway department for a period of time and then have Qi Baocheng help them obtain free train tickets to go home. If they have enough time, they can also visit other classmates' hometowns.

"Linlou, when are you going back? How about you and I join Huang Yaxiang for a ride, and then come to my place for a few days? I’ll take you guys to visit the City God Temple and see the old buildings along the Huangpu River." Zheng Weiming, who is from Shanghai, asked. He and Huang Yaxiang from Guangdong have already discussed and decided to spend a few days in Shanghai together.

"I estimate that I'll need to stay in Beijing for a few more days, and then take a look around when it's almost time for school to start. If I have enough time, I'll go to Shanghai first and then go back to school with you. Lin has to prepare for going abroad as well."

"Okay, I'll come find you guys in the courtyard when I have free time!" Wenxuan felt happy, even though it was a holiday, it wouldn't be too boring with so many classmates to accompany him.

Zheng Weiming, Huang Yaxiang, Yin Mingsong, and others were sent away one by one. Ma Yong, Su Zhongming, and Xing Ruhua moved into the courtyard with Linlou, so Linlou didn't have to worry about having no one to look after the house after going abroad.

Mayong and the others went to work at the railway department. Lin Louan arranged the matters after going abroad. Someone still needs to look after the scene at the Xiangshan Hotel. Now it's time for the construction of the garden department, and this job can be handed over to Li Qingxi. He has deep research on Jiangnan gardens, and there is no problem in both design and construction.

He eagerly accepted the task, and Lin took him to the construction site for a few days to familiarize himself before officially starting the job.

Hu Zhongping, Xu Jiaping, Jin Qiuxiang and others didn't spend their summer vacation travelling around, instead they took advantage of this free time to complete the translation and compilation work of foreign architectural theoretical works.

"Work hard for a month and strive to complete the writing and review of the teaching materials before the start of the next semester, so that you can use the new teaching materials for the course 'History of Modern Foreign Architecture' next semester!" As Xu Jiaping spoke, he couldn't help but laugh. "My decision at the time was truly wise. After the new teaching materials are completed, my professional title will definitely be promoted."

"Haha, speaking of this, I think of Xiao Wen. He was originally supposed to teach this course next semester, but he felt pressured thinking about having to teach in Lin Building. Now it's your turn to teach this course. Don't you feel any pressure?" Jin Qiuxiang laughed and mentioned that the news about Wen Dingchang wanting to swap classes with Wu has spread.

"What pressure do I have? Can't I just not let Xiao Lin go to the classroom next time? We don't even need him for exams. The teaching materials are all organized and written by him, so why do we need him for classes and exams? Xu Jiaping has a solution. If I don't see anyone, I won't feel embarrassed, and my name must be on the teaching materials. It's definitely easier than Wen Dingchang, right?"

"I have finished my part, Mr. Bei has also reviewed it. I asked him for a preface, which will be placed at the beginning along with Commissioner Wu's. After you have organized everything, just submit it directly to Commissioner Wu for review. During that time, I may not be in Beijing, so I will have to trouble you teachers."

"I almost forgot, you're going to the United States too! By the way, have you applied for your visa? The visa interview for the US is not easy at all. I have a few old classmates who have been rejected several times when they went there!" Xu Jiaping asked.

"Not yet, I plan to go handle it today! Having the invitation letter for the meeting should make it easier." The meeting organizers have already mailed the invitation letter to Linlou.

"Hurry up and go. There are a lot of people waiting in line for review outside the embassy. If you go late, by the time it's your turn, they might already be off duty. You'll have to make another trip tomorrow!" Hu Zhongping urged while checking the time on his watch.

"I'm about to leave. The teachers are busy at the moment. I'll go for the interview first, and then we can have a barbecue and beer together when I come back. It's already summer now, so hotpot is definitely not suitable. However, Linlou still has a barbecue stove."

As we got on the bus, we arrived at 55 Anjialou Road, where there was already a long line outside. Lin hurried to the back of the line and chatted with those who wanted to go abroad while waiting.

"What are you here for? Are you here to visit family or for self-funded studies?" asked the thin young man in front of Linlou.

"I'm getting ready to go to New York to attend a conference, it's kind of an academic exchange, right?" Lin said.

"This is quite rare. I don't know if it can be done. Oh, I'm in trouble. My parents, who are in their 120s, went to visit my uncle. They've been trying to immigrate to the United States, but they've been rejected three times." The thin young man sighed.

At this moment, a Cadillac car with the American flag flying approached the embassy gate. The guards were reminding people, "Make way! Make way!"

The skinny guy bent over and leaned towards the window to look inside the car, then turned back and quietly said to Lin Lou, "Hey, bad luck today, ran into Big Beard. This guy is not easy to deal with, seems like he doesn't know how to do anything else but reject applications. I think you came here for nothing today."
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"It's a shame it's not a golden snub-nosed monkey. If it were, there would be hope. Meeting Hu Zi without it is no good," sighed the skinny one continuously, feeling like the trip was in vain. He wanted to leave but couldn't bear to go. He still held onto a glimmer of hope in his heart, thinking, what if Hu Zi is in a good mood today? Maybe he'll let him through.

Next to them, there was a student with a perplexed expression, so he asked the skinny guy, "Why are there monkeys being raised in the embassy?"

The lean man explained to him, "They are not real monkeys. These are nicknames given to the consuls. 'Golden-haired monkey' refers to a female consul with blonde hair, who is said to be quite friendly; 'Bearded one' refers to another male consul, who is very strict and difficult to please."

Lin Lou laughed and said, "It seems like you are quite familiar with this place. Do you have some inside connections?"

"No, it's just that I've been here a few times. This is already my fourth time." The skinny guy held out four fingers as he spoke, and at that moment someone from the embassy came out and handed everyone a form. People gathered in groups of three or five to discuss, then went off to fill out the form individually.

After filling out the form, the staff came out to collect it. Then they called out names for people to enter. It wasn't long before they called for "Skinny" person. The people waiting didn't talk much, and anxiously watched the door, hoping that "Skinny" would be allowed entry. Because if he could pass, then our chances of passing should also increase, right?

After a few minutes, the skinny person came out, and everyone asked with concern, "How did it go? Did you pass?"

"No chance," the skinny guy looked annoyed. "I knew this guy wouldn't be easy to talk to. He kicked me out after a few words. Hey, I suggest you don't waste your time either. Let's go back quickly."

A sigh rose from the crowd, but no one left. Like the skinny man, they all held onto a glimmer of hope, thinking, "What if it works out?" Yet people kept going in, and others kept coming out dejected, just like the skinny man had said. It seemed like they couldn't do anything else but refuse to sign.

"Lou Lin!" A staff member called out at the entrance, holding a form. Finally, it was Lou Lin's turn. He responded and walked into the office building.

"Buddy, you got this!" The student next to him encouraged him, but others were not optimistic about Lin's chances. They thought since so many people had been rejected, he definitely wouldn't pass either.

Inside, I saw an American man with a stubble sitting behind the desk, looking at the forms of Lin Building. "Did you go to the United States to attend an academic conference? Attend an academic conference at 19? Are you kidding?"

"I have an invitation from the American Institute of Architects!" Lin Lou took out the invitation from his bag and handed it over, then took out magazines like "Architectural Progress" and flipped to his own article. "I published an article in a few American architectural journals, so I got the opportunity to attend the conference. The organizers invited me to give a keynote speech."

Hu Zi looked carefully at the invitation, paused on Lin Lou's name for a long time, and then looked at those papers. "Unbelievable, I actually saw a genius with my own eyes! I will call the American Institute of Architects now. Wait outside for a moment. If the information is verified to be correct, I will approve it for you!"

Lin Lou waited in the corridor for a short time before Hu Zi called him in. Hu Zi stamped his passport in front of him and said, "Welcome to the United States. It's a very inclusive country, loved by talents from all over the world. I hope you will feel the same way."

For people like Skinny, Hu Zi suspects he has an inclination to immigrate, while for geniuses like Linlou, Hu Zi is eager for him to immigrate to the United States.

"Thank you, I am looking forward to the experience in the United States. Is the United States inclusive? Lin is very clear about this. He has been to the United States before. After saying that, he left with his things."

"Dude, have you passed?" As soon as he came out, the student-looking person asked in a hurry.

"Okay, it's over," Lin calmly replied, and a chorus of envious sighs immediately arose from the crowd.

"Is it over already? What did you say to the examiner? Teach us too!" With a clamor, more than ten people immediately gathered around. Many were rejected previously, but Lin Lou passed by himself. He must have some special trick.

"I published some articles in an American journal, and I received an invitation letter from an academic conference. When I showed these to Huzi, he approved them for me," Lin Lou replied truthfully.

"Do you have an invitation letter for the conference? With that, there's no need to worry about getting rejected!" The student sighed, "If I could publish articles abroad, why would I worry about this?"

Others were all inquiring, "Just by publishing an article in American newspapers and magazines, you can immigrate? How can one get an article published?" They had no idea how challenging it actually was!

After the young people who looked like students explained it to them, everyone sighed and said, "Ah, we can't learn, we don't have the ability."

Linlou took the bus back to the quadrangle, and after waiting for two days, Linqiao returned to the country. He had finished his studies at Stanford and hurried back to attend the graduation ceremony. Fortunately, the graduation ceremony was a bit later than the end of the freshman year holiday, so he made it just in time.

In the next few days, Lin Qiao was almost never sober. There were department farewell dinners, class farewell dinners, and gatherings with some good friends. They drank and reminisced about the past and looked forward to the good times in the future. In such occasions, who wouldn't drink too much?

"There are a few of us in the dormitory, but you have traveled the farthest! Even if others leave Beijing, they can occasionally come to Beijing for business trips, or I can go on business trips to other places and still be able to meet them. But for you, who knows when we will be able to meet again!" Yang Yanzhi patted Lin Qiao's shoulder and sighed.

"I'm not saying I won't come back. At least I'll definitely come home for Chinese New Year every year. I'll probably stop by in Beijing first and then come to see you guys for sure!"

"Yeah, that's right. The wages in the US are high, so a few plane tickets won't cost much. Come on, let's do another one. Here's to Lin Qiao making a name for himself in the US as soon as possible!"

"I also wish everyone a successful career," the glasses filled with Niulanshan Erguotou clinked together.

It was not easy to wake up, but Lin Qiao was busy dealing with other matters again, such as receiving graduation certificates and other documents, paying fines, and then going back to the embassy for another interview. This time it was still Huzi, who presented the shareholder certificate of the Outec company, solving everything.

After dealing with these matters, Lin Qiao's task in Beijing is considered to be finished. Then the brothers carried their belongings and boarded the train, heading towards Nanjiang City.

"Looking back at when you first came to Beijing with me last year, it feels like it happened just recently. I didn't expect such significant changes in less than a year!" Lin Qiao sighed on the train, truly feeling the tremendous changes during this period.
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Back in Nanjiang City, Lin Shengbin drove the company's car to bring them home. When the brothers got out of the car, neighbors immediately flocked to the small house of the Lin family, inquiring about the brothers' situation.

"Xiao Qiao, what is America really like? Is it as good as they say in the newspapers? Are you basically staying in America now?"

"Xiao Lou, I saw in the newspaper that you designed a certain type of house that even Americans can't compare to? Is it really true?"

The small living room was packed with people, some couldn't even squeeze through the door and could only peek in from the entrance. Their eyes were full of envy, especially those with children, as they admired the well-behaved children in other families and compared them to the troublemaker in their own home, wishing their child could be half as well-behaved as the Lin family's children.

"America has its pros and cons. The good part is that it's relatively developed, but there are also poor people... Well, I found a job in America at a computer company. I'll have to go back to work in a few days... Xiaolou will also go with me. He's been invited to attend a meeting in America, so we can go together."

These situations make others even more envious, even the director is no exception. Well, at most, I will just go to Hungary for study and research. Others are all going to the United States. Lin Shengbin is really lucky.

It wasn't until late evening, past nine o'clock, that everyone reluctantly dispersed after a lively gathering. After seeing off the last guest and closing the door, the whole family collapsed in exhaustion. It was really tiring.

"No, tomorrow I'm going to meet up with some old classmates, have a meal with them, and then hurry back to my hometown. I reckon they'll probably come the day after tomorrow, I can't handle that!" Lin Qiao was already at his limit.

"It's good to go back. Once you leave, it won't be so convenient to come back. You should spend more time with your grandparents! And also take a look at our new house, it's already been built," Lin Shengbin said, then asked, "By the way, what do you want to bring when you leave? Let us know in advance so that your mom and I can help you prepare."

"You just started working, surely you're short on money. There are no dormitories in the US, so you'll definitely need to spend money on renting a house and buying furniture. I'll go exchange some US dollars for you tomorrow!" Jiang Yunying said. Compared to last year, their family is much better off now. She wasn't exaggerating at all when she said this.

"Hey, Dad, Mom, it's not convenient to talk about this over the phone! Actually, Xiaoqiao and I made a lot of money this year! We basically don't have to worry about money anymore in the future!" It's not good to talk about it in front of others, but there's nothing to hide from my own family. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying are not irresponsible people, they won't spread the word if they know.

Lin Qiao then carefully explained everything that had happened with the two brothers over the past year. "... This time Xiao Lou is going with me to the United States. During the meeting, we'll explain the software in detail. All the architects in the United States will definitely know about our software. By then, the company will make even more money."

After the matter was explained, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying didn't react for a long time, and it was not until a long time later that they said, "Is it so easy to make money in America? No wonder everyone wants to go to America."

The two of us worked hard for a month and only made a little over 100 yuan together, but you brothers, in just a short period of time, earned over a million US dollars? Even if we work our whole lives, we wouldn't be able to earn that much money!

"In the United States, there are indeed more opportunities than in the domestic market, but making money is not easy. The key is to have a good idea for the small building and to find a market gap, which immediately gained customer recognition. However, we cannot be careless, as other companies have now set their sights on this project. We must seize the time to continue to expand our leading advantage..." Lin Qiao then introduced the next step of the plan.

"Right, as long as you don't lose your head, everything will be the same. You absolutely can't get carried away!" Lin Shengbin has now also recovered.

"Dad, this is some dollars we prepared for you and mom. You can take it first, it will be convenient if you want to buy anything!" Lin Qiao took out a stack of dollars and handed it to them.

Lin Shengbin took a quick glance and saw at least tens of thousands of dollars. His instinct was to refuse, but then he thought that these brothers already had a wealth of over one million dollars, so it was meaningless to say those words. Therefore, he accepted the money.

"Hehe, with so much money, I don't even know how to spend it in Nanjiang City!" Lin Shengbin laughed at himself. Who would have thought that he would have a day when he was rich but couldn't spend it.

Lin Lou smiled but didn't speak. Nowadays, U.S. dollars were scarce. Even if he didn't spend them, exchanging them fairly with others could earn him numerous favors. The more favors he had, the better Lin Shengbin's future development would be. Of course, Lin Shengbin was surely aware of these matters and it wasn't necessary for him to talk too much. This money would definitely be used in the most critical areas.

"If there's anything you want from China but can't find here, I'll bring it back for you when I go out, and my brother can bring some back for you when he comes back for the New Year," Linlou said.

"Everything is available at home, there's nothing lacking. Oh, I almost forgot, you could help me buy some academic works," Jiang Yunying also has this kind of demand.

"Okay," Linlou said, then looked at Lin Shengbin, "And, how about I also buy some international trade materials to bring back? Then I will have Mom translate them for you to see."

Lin Shengbin works in the foreign trade department. This information will definitely be very useful. Nowadays, there are not many people who understand international trade. Once he has some accumulation, he is afraid that he will attract the attention of his superiors.

"This is fine. There are really a lot of tricks in foreign trade. We used to have little contact with foreign countries, especially European and American countries. We were not clear about their business rules and suffered a lot. We really need this kind of information!" Lin Shengbin's eyes lit up when he heard this. If he understood more about this, he would definitely be able to help a lot of units.

This couple is just right for the job. If it were another family, even if they brought the books back, it wouldn't be easy to handle. Not every family has someone proficient in English.

Early the next morning, after having breakfast, Jiang Yunying and Lin Shengbin went to work. The two brothers, on the other hand, met up with some old classmates from the past, had a meal together, caught up on old times, and learned about each other's latest situations.

When Lin Shengbin returned home at noon, he borrowed the company's car to take them both back to their hometown. When they arrived at Qianhu Village, they saw a brand new three-room house standing next to the old house.

The roof is covered with bright tiles, and the sleek gables rise high. The translucent glass windows are spotless. Outside the house, a tall antenna is erected on a big tree, with connecting wires hanging down from it, extending into the house through the window. Compared to the surrounding old buildings, this new house is truly eye-catching.
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Walking closer, there are various reliefs on the pedestals and the walls, carved with figures of pavilions, women, auspicious words, begonia flowers, lovelorn trees, etc. Each of these images holds its own symbolism and metaphorical meanings.

The hexagon tortoise symbolizes longevity, the octagon symbolizes auspiciousness, the circle symbolizes completeness, the coin pattern symbolizes wealth, the lotus flower symbolizes purity, the pomegranate symbolizes abundant fruits, the bat symbolizes good fortune and longevity, the butterfly symbolizes beauty, and the fish symbol implies surplus year after year. From another perspective, the elephant evokes a sense of power and represents the people of Haidong's aspiration for a better life.

Most of these patterns will be baked into the wall tiles in factories in the future, but for now, they are mostly handcrafted by local skilled artisans, with much finer details than industrial products from assembly lines.

As soon as they heard the sound of the car, grandma and grandpa came out of the house. When they saw the two of them came back, their wrinkled faces lit up with bright smiles. They greeted them and invited them into the house, and served them with freshly cooked fish balls. It had been a long time since Linlou and Linqiao had enjoyed the delicious food from their hometown, and they finished a big bowl in one go.

After eating, the driver went back first. The two brothers talked to their grandparents about some interesting things at school. Lin Chongli sighed, "Time passes so quickly. In the blink of an eye, Xiaoqiao will soon graduate from college, right?"

"When you go to America, it's difficult for us to introduce potential partners to you. When will I get to see my great-grandson? Your grandpa has already thought of a name for him," Grandma said somewhat reluctantly as he was leaving.

Oh? What's the name? Can I take a look first? According to their family genealogy, the next generation should have the "zhi" character in their names. I wonder if Lin Chongli will name his child Lin Zhiying or Lin Zhixuan. If it's a girl, I hope she won't be named Lin Zhiling, right?

I stayed at home for a few days, chatting with my grandpa and grandma every day, going for walks and fishing together, then visiting relatives, bringing some gifts, and chatting with old childhood friends. Both of us really enjoyed this rare and leisurely time.

Unfortunately, there are still a lot of things waiting for them to do in the United States, so a few days later, they left reluctantly. This time, they first flew from Nanjiang City to Guangzhou, then from Guangzhou to Hong Kong, and then traveled to New York via Hong Kong.

Since I went to Guangzhou, I must meet with Huang Yaxiang, otherwise he will definitely complain. So I contacted Huang Yaxiang in advance, informed him of the arrival time, and he arrived at the airport early to wait.

Then he took them for a stroll in the downtown area of Guangzhou. In the 1980s, Guangzhou seemed more vibrant than Beijing. Many people had started setting up stalls and doing business, selling goods imported from Hong Kong or obtained from foreign trade enterprises. The girls walking on the streets were also dressed more elegantly compared to those in Beijing.

Having tasted the special snacks such as roasted goose and rice noodle rolls in Guangzhou, they specifically went to Shamian Island, which was an important trading port and tourist destination domestically and internationally during the Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. After the Opium War, it fell under British and French concessions in the eleventh year of the Xianfeng reign of the Qing Dynasty.

After a hundred years, more than ten countries have established consulates in Shameen. There were nine foreign banks and over forty foreign firms operating in Shameen. The Guangdong Customs House, the Guangzhou Club, and others were successively established in Shameen, leaving behind more than 150 European-style buildings, featuring new Baroque, Gothic revival, arcade, new classical, and a fusion of Chinese and Western architectural styles.

Since they are students majoring in architecture, they definitely have to come and take a look. They took a lot of photos of the Lin Building, but their main purpose for coming this time is not to see these, but another building that is under construction.

During this period, there are two very eye-catching hotel projects, one in the north and one in the south. In Beijing, there is the Fragrant Hills Hotel designed by I.M. Pei, and in Guangzhou, there is the White Swan Hotel invested and built by Mr. Ho Ying-tung.

This is the first five-star hotel in mainland China, the first joint venture five-star hotel in mainland China, and the first five-star hotel designed, built, and operated by Chinese people in mainland China.

At the beginning of the reform and opening up, Mr. Huo was invited by Mr. Liao, who was in charge of overseas Chinese affairs, to go to Beijing to discuss a plan: to build 8 Sino-foreign joint venture hotels in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Nanjing. Guangzhou, as the forefront of the reform and opening up, needed to build a five-star hotel of international standards, and thus the White Swan Hotel was born.

To design this project, Guangzhou Architectural Design Institute has deployed almost all top architects, and Academician She Junnan of Chinese Academy of Engineering and Academician Mo Bozhi of Chinese Academy of Engineering jointly lead the design.

The main building has a waist-drum shaped cross-section, which not only allows guests to enjoy the river view better, but also appears particularly elegant and light. Two inner courtyards are constructed inside, with gardens in the courtyards, and a "hometown water" waterfall stream. The restaurant, lounge, and shops are arranged around the courtyard landscape, allowing people to enjoy the beautiful scenery while dining and shopping.

Oh, it's a pity that it will take another two years to complete. Otherwise, we could have stayed at the White Swan this time, waking up in the morning to have some morning tea at the Yutangchun. It would have been such a pleasant experience.

After staying in Guangzhou for one night, the next day they headed to Hong Kong to catch a flight. In the airport waiting hall, their ears were filled with the distinctive Cantonese language of the 1980s, which reminded Lin Lou of the classic Hong Kong films he had seen back in the day.

Now, Lin Qingxia is extremely popular, and Zhao Yazi has become the most beloved actress in the Hong Kong film industry with her breakthrough in "Shanghai Beach". Wang Mingchuan dominates both the music and film industry, while Zhang Manyu, Carina Lau, and Anita Mui have not yet made their debut...

Why didn't I reincarnate in Hong Kong in the first place? Then I could have starred in "Hong Kong Entertainment 1980", become Wong Jing's sidekick, shot a low-budget comedy and become famous overnight. Then I could dominate the Hong Kong entertainment industry and build a big harem for myself. Just thinking about it feels so nourishing!

"How much longer?" Lin Lou asked, waking up from his daydream.

"Almost half an hour!"

"Then let's just go straight to the gate and wait!" The two of them dragged their luggage and walked over.

"Hmph, I didn't expect our cousin from the mainland to also have money to take a plane!" Someone next to them overheard their conversation and muttered quietly.

Just arrived at the boarding gate, they started checking tickets over there. Linlou and Linqiao hurried forward and handed over their tickets. The person who called them elder cousin, Mingming, was clearly standing behind them, yet deliberately tried to bully them, quickly took a few steps to first hand over the ticket, saying "Hey, don't you know the rules? You have to queue up in Hong Kong!"

"Sorry, sir, these two gentlemen are first class passengers and have the priority to board. They also arrived before you, please do not disturb the airport order!" The staff checking the tickets politely rebuffed.

After he finished speaking, another ground crew member came over and stopped the passenger. Taking the luggage from Lin Lou's hands, he said, "Gentlemen, I will take you to the plane!"

The person fell silent, and could only watch enviously as Lin and the others left.
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If the two brothers were to travel abroad on their own, Linlou would probably be willing to spend a little more money to have a relatively comfortable journey. However, Linqiao definitely wouldn't want to do so. He hasn't fully adapted to his new identity, and he absolutely wouldn't want to spend over a thousand US dollars to take a flight. In the past, this amount of money would have been enough to support their family for several years.

However, this time it was a business trip, so the expenses were naturally reimbursed by Outek Company. As a major shareholder of the company, there are certain standards for travel, so he also experienced the treatment of first class.

Entering the cabin, Lin Qiao was not too surprised, as he had also flown first class when he returned from the United States. As soon as he sat down, a flight attendant politely came over to help them with their luggage and brought slippers for them.

Lin Qiao had originally wanted to comment about Lin Lou's frequent flying, but to her surprise, Lin Lou didn't find it strange at all. As a matter of fact, Lin Lou had flown first class many more times than she had.

After the plane took off, the two brothers flipped through the magazines provided by the flight while discussing their plans for after arriving in the United States. They planned to attend an academic conference before visiting the headquarters of Autodesk and meeting with all the employees. As the major shareholder, Lin Long had never met any of the other employees before!

If there's any spare time, you can go and see those classic American buildings."Lin Qiao said somewhat regretfully, "Ah, it's a pity that your visa this time is a little short, otherwise I can take you around."

"Even if the visa processing takes longer, I'm afraid you won't have the time, right? After the conference, you'll definitely be very busy! Dealing with more clients, launching the new version of AUTOCAD, all of these will keep you very busy!" Lin Lou laughed.

"It seems so! But it's good to be busy. When we're busy, it shows that the company is doing well. If we just keep idle, I would feel uncomfortable instead!" Lin Qiao also laughed.

After a long flight, the plane finally landed at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York. They got off at the front as usual, smoothly passed various checks, and as soon as they walked out of the exit, they saw two familiar faces waiting outside. One was John Walk and the other was Friedman.

"Sorry, Aval and Mike wanted to come and greet you as well, but Aval had to discuss the plan for the new version of the CAD release with the promotion company, and Mike had to lead the team for the final review. So only I came to pick you up. When the meeting is over and we arrive in Silicon Valley, let's have a grand welcome party together!" John Walker repeatedly apologized.

"Let's hold a celebration together when the new version of CAD is successfully released!" Lin hugged him with a smile, and the company's employees helped him with the luggage.

"Hah, Lin, I can now fulfill my promise. When you come to New York, I will treat you to a meal. Mr. Bay also welcomes your arrival, but he is busy with the design of the Louvre, so he asked me to pick you up instead! Tomorrow morning, I will take you to the office for a visit," Friedman also opened his arms.

"Thank you, Mr. Bei, you are truly too kind." Linlou knew that Bei Yuming was just saying that, given his age and status, there was no need for him to personally come and greet. But hearing these words still made Linlou feel very comfortable. Maybe this is Bei Yuming's emotional intelligence? Anyone who interacts with him feels as if they are bathed in a spring breeze.

"I've already booked a table at Peter Luger, the number one steakhouse in New York with a long history... Well, compared to the restaurants you took me to, Peter Luger may be considered young, but for Americans, it's quite old! Peter Luger opened in 1887 and will soon celebrate its centennial!"

The group got into a stretch Lincoln that the hotel sent to pick them up. The hotel John Walker booked for them is the famous Waldorf, which is conveniently located not far from the conference venue. Li Hongzhang stayed here when he visited the United States, and Comrade Deng Xixian also stayed here in recent years.

In the movie "Scent of a Woman," there is a line that goes, "Where are we?" "The center of civilization - the Waldorf Hotel," which is enough to see the status of this hotel in American culture.

The hotel is indeed very nice. In terms of the building itself, it is also worthy of praise. It is a model of architectural and design from the decorative arts period, with several famous sculptures and paintings decorating the hotel.

"When I first went abroad, I never imagined that one day I would be able to walk into such a hotel and stay there grandly," Lin Qiao sighed as she entered the room and looked at the decorations inside.

I estimate that Americans would never have expected the Waldorf Astoria, which is regarded as the "center of all civilization" and the pride of Americans, to be sold to the Chinese several decades later. In 2014, this hotel with a long history and witnessed many historical events was sold to a Chinese company for 1.95 billion USD.

After a short break, they followed Friedman to Peter Luger in the Brooklyn area, a four-story red brick building. Due to the German heritage of the founder, Peter Luger, the place maintains a very traditional and old-fashioned German pub style, with wooden tables and walls wrapped in dark brown wooden panels.

When you enter, there is a bar and waiting area, specially designed for guests who are waiting or just want to relax with a drink. Friedman introduced, "I made a reservation a whole week in advance to get a spot, but waiting on site is also very nice. The Bloody Mary made by the bartender here is the best in all of New York!"

After being seated, the money and treasures were served first. Crisp lettuce cut into small semicircles, paired with fresh diced tomatoes, and chopped bacon.

The taste of the bacon is quite good, with a thickness about the width of a finger. When served, it sizzles with oil, and the sides are slightly browned and blackened from frying, giving it a slightly crispy texture. The bacon itself has a good balance of fat and lean meat, tender and chewy, with a subtle smoky flavor that is not too salty or greasy.

Friedman recommends their signature classic 100-year-old T-bone steak, with the meat divided in two around the T-bone, one side being filet mignon and the other side New York strip.

The cooking method for the steak is nothing out of the ordinary, but the chef's choice of ingredients is excellent and the control of the heat is first-rate. The two brothers are very satisfied with their meal.

After dining, they returned to the hotel to rest. Due to the fatigue of the journey, the brothers quickly fell into a deep sleep.

The next morning, Friedman came knocking on the door early. After breakfast at the hotel, he took the two brothers and John Walker to the midtown Manhattan, to the architectural firm of I.M. Pei.

"Xiao Lin, I finally found you. Come, let me show you around first. I hope you will like it here!" Bei Yu Ming warmly welcomed them and personally led them on a tour.
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The full name of this firm is Pei, Cobb, Freed & Partners Architects, just like law firms, architectural firms also like to use the names of partners to name the firm, this full name includes three main partners, I.M. Pei, Henry N. Cobb, and James Ingo Freed.

In addition, there are other partners such as Michael Flynn, George Miller, Ian Bade, Ethan Leonard, and Situ Xin, who also have a considerable influence in the construction industry.

Henry Cobb is a senior member of the American Institute of Architects, a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters, a senior member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, an academician of the National Academy of Design, and has won numerous awards in the field of architecture. He is currently serving as a professor of architecture and urban design at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design as well as the head of the architecture department.

I have completed many classic projects such as the Royal Bank of Canada Office Building at Mary's Square, the John Hancock Tower, the World Trade Center, the Arco Tower in Dallas, the Portland Art Museum, the College-Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati, the Tour EDF at La Défense in Paris, and the headquarters of Credit Suisse First Boston in Switzerland.

"If you want to study in the United States, I can have Henry send you an invitation to come to the United States for a period of exchange and study, just like your brother!" said I.M. Pei after introducing the situation of these partners.

Being able to study in the United States, especially at a top-notch institution like Harvard, is something that anyone else would unequivocally agree to without hesitation. However, Linlou still hesitates a little. Studying architecture at Harvard will undoubtedly shine a sparkling golden light upon himself, and upon returning to China, just mentioning that he studied at Harvard will surely garner admiration from others.

But can one get the chance to work on independent design projects by coming to the United States now? Perhaps one could serve as an assistant to I.M. Pei, but it might take some time to work independently, right? On the other hand, in China, one might actually have more opportunities to obtain projects, because of the connections with Xiangshan Hotel and Hoko Middle School.

"The Xiangshan Hotel is not completed yet, so I definitely won't be able to come next semester. If following the academic schedule, it will be at least the third year before I can come. If there is a need by then, I will definitely give you a call!" Lin hasn't set this in stone either. If unable to find a suitable opportunity in China, it wouldn't be bad to come to Harvard for some experience."

Since its establishment in 1955, the firm has completed over 200 important architectural design projects in more than 100 cities around the world. Most of the works focus on the design of large single buildings and group buildings, including various architectural projects designed for private developers, educational and religious institutions, government, and public sectors.

There are now more than two hundred employees in the firm, including architects, urban planners, interior designers, architectural model artisans, and engineering experts, and so on.

The firm is centered around the core team of Ieoh Ming Pei and his partners, supported by eight associate partners, twenty-two senior assistants, and twenty-four assistants. Additionally, there are supporting staff including finance, administration, drafting, engineering finance, equipment experts, and others.

When introducing these, I.M. Pei is full of pride. Compared with other master architects, his firm can definitely be considered the largest in scale and most comprehensive in facilities. Compared to him, Tadao Ando's firm, with only several dozen staff, is too small-scale, and as for Mies and Kahn with not-so-good temperaments, they would not be able to manage such a large team.

Lin Lou estimated that if he joined the office of Ieoh Ming Pei, at most he would start as an assistant. Then there are several levels to climb up, including senior assistant, assistant partner, and partner. It is afraid that he would not progress as quickly staying in the country.

I.M. Pei still had work to do. After chatting with Lin Lou for a while, he had Friedman continue the tour with him until lunchtime. Afterward, he invited Lin Lou for a simple meal. At the dining table, he did not continue to persuade Lin Lou. Perhaps he felt that after seeing his firm, Lin Lou would surely be moved, right?

So he turned to Lin Lou and talked about the conference. He praised the CAD software endlessly. Since his firm learned to use CAD, the efficiency of drawing has more than doubled, which has saved him a lot of time and cost.

"Many colleagues have used your software and the feedback is very good, so you don't have to worry about your presentation. You will definitely be well-received," said Pei Yu Ming, reassuring him because he was worried about participating in such a large academic conference for the first time and feeling too nervous.

"Thank you, Mr. Bei. I am fully prepared." However, Mr. Lin has attended numerous academic conferences in later years, so there is no issue in this regard.

After leaving the office of Ieoh Ming Pei, Linlou and John Walker prepared for speeches and the launch of a new software together. They rented a venue near the academic conference site and planned to release the software on the last day of the conference, taking advantage of the heat to build their reputation.

Driven by money, the promotional company and decoration company are working overtime to make all preparations with high quality. At the same time, the academic conference has begun.

"Mr. Lin, welcome to our event. Your seat is here, and here is the schedule. Your speech will be tomorrow afternoon!" This timing is not the best, as this is an architectural conference. However, it is not the worst either. For less renowned architects, getting a slot during this time would surely make them very happy.

Please take a seat at your designated position. The organizing committee has arranged a relatively prominent seat for Lin Lou. Although it is not as prominent as sitting in the front row like Bei Yuming, it is still a very good position. Sitting next to him are either a professor from a prestigious school or a partner from a well-known architectural firm. Amidst a group of middle-aged people with thinning hair, Lin Lou's thick hair stands out.

Lin Lou, like the others, listened carefully to the speeches on stage. Some speakers talked about their successful works, while others discussed architectural concepts. Through these speeches, Lin Lou gained a clearer understanding of the architectural trends in the 1980s.

Finally, it's his turn to speak. Lin Lou stepped onto the stage with a smile on his face and spoke confidently, "Thank you very much for the opportunity to exchange ideas with everyone."

"Before the official speech begins, let me tell a joke! Three university graduates from the architecture department went to a well-known architectural firm to apply for the position of draftsmen."

"The first person presented their work, with smooth lines and clear structure."

"The second contestant demonstrated their speed drawing skills by completing a piece of work in a very short amount of time."

"When it was the third person's turn for the interview, he didn't take anything out, instead quickly went down and started doing push-ups. When he reached a hundred, the interviewer was very pleased and said, 'You are the talent we need, come to work tomorrow!'"
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"Hahaha!" There was a burst of laughter from the audience. It seemed that someone had already understood the joke. After the applause subsided, Lin shrugged and said, "As we all know, in the architecture industry, drawing is a physical activity. Without a good physical condition, one cannot do this job."

"A project, from the initial sketch, to the preliminary design, general plan, elevation drawing, structural drawing, and then various construction drawings... The amount of paper consumed by architects every year is enough to feed a large paper mill, two rubber factories, and four pencil factories..."

"If someone passes by an architectural firm at night and sees the lights still on inside, there's no need to ask – it must be the drafting team working all night on drawings!"

"All these situations tell people that for architects, drawing is a rather time-consuming and labor-intensive job. Many people enter the architectural industry with beautiful aspirations of becoming outstanding architects, only to face endless drawing work, spending every day bent over their drawing tables, engaging in repetitive labor..."

Is there a way to rescue them from such tedious work? The invention of the computer has opened up a new path for us. In the mid-1950s, the U.S. Air Force's SAGE air defense system adopted the world's first graphical system...

Lin Lou talked about the history of graphic software and kept talking about his two latest completed projects. He showed the drawings of Xiangshan Hotel and Houku Middle School teaching building to everyone, ".... A large part of the construction drawings for Xiangshan Hotel were completed using the AUTOCAD software, while the design of the teaching building for Houku Middle School went a step further, all the drawings were created using a computer."

Then he took out two sets of data. "This shows the time taken to complete the drawings for these two projects. It's clear that compared to hand-drawing, using the computer to draw the plans only takes a third of the time or even less."

Upon seeing this data, the audience below suddenly became noisy. Many architects were surprised by the efficiency of AUTOCAD, while those who had already installed AUTOCAD eagerly introduced the wonders of this software to their friends with flushed faces.

"Simply looking at the data may not give everyone a clear understanding of the software's capabilities, so let's do a live demonstration on site!" Lin Lou has already prepared the computer. As there are no LED screens at the moment, the Autodesk company has arranged multiple displays in the venue for the audience at different locations to watch.

The architects watch as Lin quickly taps on the keyboard, inputting commands one by one. In front of them, a building blueprint slowly appears on the screen.

"Oh my god, isn't this…?" As the blueprint gradually took shape, everyone slowly realized that what Lin Lou was drawing now was exactly the venue they were having the meeting in.

The entire drawing was completed in a very short time, and Linlou stopped his operation and continued his speech, "As you can see, AUTOCAD can accomplish a lot of work. Due to time constraints, I won't demonstrate more complex operations. If you are interested, Outek will hold a special launch event tomorrow to provide a more comprehensive demonstration."

"The following I want to talk about is the advantages of this software over traditional hand-drawing methods; first, it is faster and more accurate, without the problem of length and angle deviation of lines... Second, it is more convenient to modify, without worrying about erasing the paper."

"The software is not difficult to learn. Many architectural firms have already started using it. Mr. Eastwood, has your firm's efficiency improved after using this software?" Shen Long asked the architects present at the scene. Many architects who have purchased AUTOCAD also attended this meeting.

"Yes, this software is great! I can't wait to find out what new features they have added in their new version at tomorrow's launch event. I've only been using it for a short time, but it has already brought me over a hundred thousand dollars in profit. The amount of money spent on purchasing the software and computer is really insignificant."

Finally, Lin Luo passionately concluded, "The appearance of AUTOCAD has completely bid farewell to the history of manual labor in architectural drawing..."

However, in reality, he does not agree with this. Although computer drawing is more efficient than hand drawing, it does not mean that the draftsmen can become relaxed. The efficiency has increased, but the number of people doing this job has decreased. In the past, there were more than ten draftsmen in the firm, but since using this software, there are only two or three left.

This software does improve efficiency by three times, but the work previously handled by three people is now on your shoulders alone. You still have to draw all day and all night, and the workload hasn't changed. The only thing that has changed is the way of drawing. Capitalists won't make it easier for you.

After the speech ended, before the press conference the next day, many architects approached Linlou that evening to inquire about the software. When the press conference officially began, almost all the attending architects had arrived and the scene was crowded.

After the previous exhibition, Outeck company has become more proficient in dealing with this kind of situation. They first talked about the improvements of this software compared to the previous version, and then conducted live demonstrations with multiple computers. They even invited interested architects to personally experience it in front of the computers.

They also launched a special promotion, "If you have already purchased our software, you only need to pay a small fee, and we can help you upgrade to the latest version! If you haven't purchased before, there's no need to worry. Purchasing at the event will enjoy a 20% discount, plus free training will be provided."

Now that the company's strength has increased, it can offer even more discounts. It's not the time to focus on benefits yet. Capturing the market is the most important thing. Moreover, even with so many discounts, their profits are still quite considerable.

"I want four servings!"

"I want five copies!" The old customers who have already used AUTOCAD saw the addition of so many features and such good discounts, and immediately paid for their purchase.

And those who have not used it, after watching the demonstration and the reactions of their peers, quickly join the queue to pay. On one hand, this software is indeed useful. On the other hand, since everyone else is using it, if I don't use it, wouldn't I be left behind?

If we compete with them in the future, they can produce the drawings in three days, while it takes me over a week. We definitely won't win like this! I must catch up quickly!

"Yeah!" John Walker clenched his fists as he saw the long line forming, his plan was a great success this time!
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"Cheers! Here's to another great victory for us!" After the press conference, John Walker booked a luxury bar for a celebration ceremony.

"Cheers!" All the employees raised their glasses to celebrate their upcoming promotion and pay raise. After this successful achievement, Outech Company was sure to expand, and the senior staff were about to reap the rewards. They fervently hoped for the continued success of the company so that it would soon go public, enabling them to realize their stock options.

"Lin, I sincerely advise you to accept Mr. Bei's invitation to come to the United States for studies. This way, we'll have more time to communicate. If you don't like Harvard, it's fine to choose another school. If you don't want to bother Mr. Bei, we can also help you figure it out!" John Walker came to Lin's building and persuaded him.

"Yeah, remote communication is really inconvenient! Actually, applying to universities in the US is not that difficult." Alvaro Green now also admires Lin Lou's ability immensely. They are both successful people now. As long as they express this intention, many schools will come knocking on their door, won't they?

"I will consider it carefully! But for now, let's celebrate!" Lin raised his glass and clinked it with theirs, then downed it in one go. After this move, he estimated that his assets would soon multiply several times over.

"After returning tomorrow, I'll be busy again for a while, so I must cherish today's precious time!" Mike Reidel also came over and directly chugged a bottle of Budweiser.

The revelry lasted until late at night, and almost everyone was drunk. Then they were sent back to the hotel by the staff. The next day, they took a flight back to Silicon Valley, and Lin Lou naturally followed.

After arriving at the company, John Walker pointed to the office and said with a smile, "Now this place is almost not enough. Perhaps soon we can consider building our own headquarters. How about you will be in charge of the design by then?"

"I can start preparing right away!" This is not bad. The office building of a high-tech company must have innovative ideas. Once successful, it will easily stand out.

"Yeah, we already have architects in our company, so why do we need to find another architectural firm? It’s best to use computers to complete the design, just like the teaching building! And the design must be innovative, so we can promote it when it's built!" Avar Green is very interested in this plan.

"I was going to give you a discount, but since there are still promotional tasks, let's forget about the discount." Lin joked. Outeck Company will have many office buildings around the world in the future. If all of these are designed by themselves, the business will be substantial.

John Walker gathered all the employees in the company and ceremoniously introduced the major shareholder, Mr. Lin Lou. Mr. Lin Lou then gave a simple speech, saying, "It's a pleasure to meet all of you. As my brother and John have mentioned, you are all geniuses. As a company shareholder, all I can do is help create a more comfortable office environment for you and bring you more lucrative returns."

"The conference in New York was a great success. The company is about to embrace a brighter future. In appreciation of everyone's hard work, on behalf of the board of directors, I announce a ten percent raise for all employees! This month's bonus will be doubled!"

"Long live the boss!" There's nothing more satisfying to employees than a raise in salary. After just a few words, these employees have become fond of Mr. Lin, and cheers, applause, and shouts of "long live" echoed in the Outech Company.

After they finish celebrating, Lin continues to offer benefits, "Furthermore, the company will allocate a few rooms and install fitness equipment and video game consoles for everyone to exercise and entertain themselves. As long as it does not affect the work progress, you can use these facilities anytime..."

This is also a common practice used by IT companies in the future. Lin, who now brings it out, once again wins the favor of the employees. Then he talks to the employees one by one, understands their needs, and solves their difficulties. After a round of conversations, most of the employees have already recognized him, and some have even invited him to their homes as guests.

"No problem, I will bring a gift when I visit, and also, I have already discussed with the event company, there will be a party tonight. I hope everyone can come and have fun." Lin Lou joyfully accepted the invitation and invited them to the party. He was about to get busy, but before that, he had to encourage them once again.

The employees immediately started calling their family, boyfriends, and girlfriends. After work, they all went to the designated place together. The company had already prepared the venue, arranged the scene, prepared the food, installed the audio-visual equipment, and the band played to welcome their arrival.

Employees of Outec Company, moving their bodies to the rhythm of the music, entered the party venue and began to enjoy themselves. Talented employees took the stage one after another to perform.

Lin Lou also showed off his hand-drawing skills, and drew portraits of a few outstanding employees on the stage. "Boss, this is the best gift I have ever received. I will put it up at home."

"I really wish you would come to Silicon Valley sooner! Gosh, if I had become a millionaire during my college years, I definitely wouldn't have continued studying!" Upon seeing how quickly Lin Lou gained the trust and favor of the employees, John Walker spoke again.

"Hey John, I heard you're having a party here so I came over. You're not going to kick me out, are you?" As he spoke, a well-dressed, elite-looking man approached, exuding an air of sophistication from head to toe. He handed over a bottle of champagne, saying, "How can we celebrate without champagne? I brought my cherished Moët & Chandon, the champagne that Napoleon loved the most!"

"Ah, thank you, Arthur, this gift is absolutely perfect," John Walker exclaimed warmly as he hugged Arthur and took the wine bottle to have the waiter open it for them.

"Arthur, this is Mr. Lin, our company's largest individual shareholder. Mr. Lin, this is Arthur Duer, the owner of Duer Venture Capital." Although Mr. Lin only holds 25% of the building, John Walker's shareholding is more dispersed, so he is still the largest shareholder.

"Hello, Mr. Du!" Lin Lou reached out his right hand.

"Mr. Lin, I have heard your brother talk about the experience of your early entrepreneurship. I have to say, it's nothing short of legendary!" Finally meeting the last major shareholder of Outek Company, Mr. Du was extremely happy.

He didn't rush to talk about investment, because following the success in New York, the company Outech definitely won't need funds in the short term. So his main purpose in coming this time was to build a good relationship in advance. "Lin, Walker, I've also prepared another gift for you, I hope you will like it!"
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Arthur-Dur took out a few cards and distributed them to Linlou, Lin Qiao, John-Walker, and Avar-Green, "Gentlemen, considering your status, you must often need some special services, such as booking private planes, reserving cruises for vacation, and so on. These things, though simple, can be a bit of trouble to arrange!"

"It is much easier to have the bank take care of it. They have extensive connections and provide a wide range of supplementary services such as travel, entertainment, event planning, and emergency assistance, fully satisfying your pursuit of an ultimate lifestyle and need for meticulous service. With these cards, you can rely on the bank to handle everything at any time!"

Wow, the legendary black card. It was not until 1999 that American Express launched the Centurion Card, but similar VIP services had already existed. Arthur Duer is now offering this type of credit card, which often requires a referral to apply for. However, for those capable of engaging in venture capital, having a close relationship with banks and obtaining several VIP credit cards is quite normal.

And now, Outek Company is a hot investment, and several shareholders of the company are naturally qualified to apply for this credit card, which is also a little trick of Arthur-Doyle.

Giving them this kind of credit card can not only enhance the relationship, but also stimulate their desire to spend. When shareholders spend more money, the amount of money invested in the company's development will decrease, and this is where their opportunity lies.

"Compared to the benefits you can enjoy, the annual fee is actually not that much. For example, the next time you want to hold a similar event, you don't have to personally contact the event company, the bank can take care of everything for you, and the charges are more cost-effective..." Arthur-Durle talked a lot about the benefits of this card.

"That sounds good," John Walker and Ava Green accepted. Lin Qiao hesitated for a moment, and Lin Lou took it on his behalf, saying, "Having them take care of certain matters would indeed be more convenient and could save you more time."

Hmm, this thing is great. It will come in handy when I bid on projects all over the world in the future. There are no advanced online booking systems now, so it's quite troublesome to buy plane tickets and book hotels in a foreign country.

"Yes, your time is incredibly precious, and should not be wasted on meaningless things! Ah, I regret not raising the bid now! The launch event in New York was a great success, and you have become the focus of Silicon Valley. So, is there anything I can help with?"

"Thank you, for now we can handle the current situation. When we need help, I'll be sure to find you!" John Walker smiled and did not relent. The company is developing well and does not need to bring in venture capital for the time being.

"Twenty-four hours a day, whenever you call, I will answer immediately!" Arthur Dull was not in a hurry, the Outek Corporation can still handle it for now. But when they go public, they will definitely need help. When that time comes, as long as they remember me first, it's okay.

Venture capital firms are very patient in this regard. As long as there are benefits, they are willing to wait. At least for now, it seems that no other risk companies are ahead of them. Therefore, Arthur Duval did not mention anything about investment next, and instead talked to Linlou and others about other matters.

Arthur has a wide range of knowledge and eloquent speaking skills. It is indeed very enjoyable to chat with him. However, whether to cooperate with him in the future depends on the specific circumstances.

The celebration ended, and the next day the Otak company resumed its busy schedule. Architects from all over the United States called to consult with them. The girls who answered the phone were so busy that they didn't even have time to go to the bathroom. They had to temporarily hire a group of people to help out, just to ease the situation slightly.

The training for the first group of users has already begun, but there is a shortage of trainers. Even Lin Lou had to step in to help out. As an architect himself, he understands the needs of these people better. Surprisingly, after adapting, his training effectiveness turned out to be the best among the same group of people.

He simply stopped providing direct training to software purchasers and instead gave a lesson to the company's trainers first to improve their professionalism.

After being busy for a few days, it was finally possible to take a break on the weekend. Linlou followed Linqiao to visit Stanford University.

Lin Qiao naturally knew what Lin Lou most wanted to see. After showing him the dormitory where she had lived, she then took him to visit the famous buildings on campus.

Fred Olmsted, the architect who designed the Stanford University campus, is recognized as a architectural genius. Prior to his work on Stanford University, Olmsted had designed the Central Park in New York, the Prospect Park in Brooklyn, the Emerald Necklace in Boston, and the ground portion of the United States Capitol. In addition, he also participated in the design of campus construction for other famous universities such as Cornell, Yale, and the University of Washington in St. Louis.

The architectural style of Olmstead is adept at utilizing the natural environment, whether it's a rocky outcrop or barren soil, he can see where the water will drain and where clear streams will flow.

"He can imagine the scene after the trees grow up, and put the buildings in a surprising yet integrated position with the surroundings. In the United States, many cities have a municipal park that is close to nature, and this design concept originates from Olmsted." Lin Qiao must have done his homework in advance, and he talked eloquently about these buildings.

He also told a joke about the first design of the Stanford campus by Olmsted, which placed the campus at the foot of the mountain, with a long and winding road snaking through the sprawling oak groves from the base to the top of the mountain, and the buildings appearing and disappearing in the woods along the road.

Then, Mr. Stanford felt that the idea was not grand enough and rejected it, but the University of California, Berkeley, liked the design and built such a campus across the bay in San Francisco according to Olmsted's design.

The buildings of Stanford University are all made of yellow bricks and red tiles, with a stable and uniform appearance in the style of Spanish mission churches from the 17th century. Upon entering the university, the first thing you see is the red-roofed buildings surrounded by earthy yellow stone walls, with connecting arches and rows of palm trees, exuding a strong cultural and academic atmosphere in the interplay of classical and modern elements.

He visited the Main Quad, Stanford Memorial Church, Hoover Tower, and the Stanford University Art Museum one after another. Lin collected a lot of sketches and photos, and the Rodin sculptures in the museum left a deep impression on him.

"Hey, Lin!" Coming out of the museum, someone ahead waved to Lin Qiao.
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"Hey, why did you come back to school today? And who is this gentleman?" A young man in his thirties, with a slightly receding hairline and a shiny forehead, walked over.

Hello, Mr. Posner, this is my younger brother, Linlou. He is here in the United States to attend an academic conference in the field of architecture. And this is Mr. Leonard Posner, the director of the computer center at Stanford's Computer Science Department. Mr. Posner has been very helpful to me since I came to Stanford.

"Hello, Mr. Posner, it's nice to meet you. Thank you for taking care of my brother." Upon hearing this name, Lin Lou's eyes lit up – the founder of Cisco! I was just thinking about finding an opportunity to meet you, and here you are coming to me. I must make sure to have a good chat with you this time."

"There's no need to be so polite. Actually, Lin helped me a lot back then." It seems that Lin Qiao and Posak have a good relationship. After chatting for a while, Posak extended an invitation, "By the way, have you eaten yet? I was just planning to go find Sandi for a meal, why don't we go together? I think Sandi would like to hear about your experience of Outek's success."

"She is in charge of managing the computer system at the business school's graduate program, and she is very interested in these commercially operated IT companies!" Said Sandy Leane, who Posner referred to, is his wife Sandy Lerner, another co-founder of Cisco.

Lin Lou naturally wouldn't refuse, so they went to the business school at the other end of the school to pick up Santi-Leina, and then found a nearby restaurant to eat and chat.

After finishing discussing the development of Autec Company, Lin Qiao brought up another topic, "Mr. Bosack, have you and Ms. Lena succeeded in your attempt?"

"Oh? What attempt?" Lin Lou asked curiously.

"Ah, that's the thing. As you just saw, the computer department where I work and the business school where Sandi works are located at opposite ends of Stanford, making it impossible for us to chat anytime like other spouses. Although we can communicate through the campus network by sending emails to each other, our computers, due to different operating systems, cannot connect directly." Posner and Sandi-Lena gazed affectionately at each other, inflicting ten thousand points of damage on the single dogs Linlou and Linqiao.

"So in order to spend more time with Sangdi, I hope to create a universal device that can connect devices from different networks, so we can chat in front of the computer!" Posak continued to spread the dog food.

"However, this equipment requires very specialized technical expertise, and it's not something that can be done hastily. Previously, Lin helped in writing software to drive a special computer controlled by a network processing system. After he graduated, I lost a very important helper, and this work was delayed."

"I recently found the engineer William Jäger from the Medical School and want to ask him to help me continue the work, but he hasn't agreed yet! Ai, Lin, if only you could graduate a year later!"

"Lin is doing very well now. Even if he has to study for another year, I'm afraid he will drop out and start a business like Bill from Harvard, right? Lin, the professors at the business school are studying the case of Autec company. Maybe in a few years, you will be featured in Stanford's textbooks!" Santi-Lena said.

"My brother is a very enthusiastic person. If you need help, I'm sure my brother would be willing to help!" Isn't this thing the router that the Posak couple is fiddling with? This thing can't be done carelessly! Its market potential is even bigger than CAD.

In the future, the company they both founded, Cisco, became the world's most valuable enterprise. By 2000, the company's market value had surpassed $500 billion. If I could get involved in this, maybe I could use the money to buy land and build the world's tallest building!

"Yes, I also think this device is very interesting. If it can be successfully developed, it will definitely have a huge impact on the computer industry," Lin Qiao analyzed from a technical perspective.

"But aren't you busy right now?" Leonard Posner was naturally pleased to have such an excellent programmer to help him write the software, but considering that Lin Qiao is now leading a startup team, he is a bit hesitant.

"It's okay. There are more and more programmers in the company now, and there are very few times when I need to write code myself. I just need to supervise them to complete the work according to the schedule. Besides, writing the same type of software for a long time can be boring, so it's nice to try a different project occasionally," said Lin Qiao.

His answer reminded Linlou of what his high school teacher used to say, "When you're tired of studying math, why not take a break and memorize some vocabulary words? Or perhaps recite some classical literature, or solve a few physics problems to switch things up. Maybe this is the way true academic achievers relax?"

"If it doesn't affect your normal work, I'm glad you can join this small team!" Leonard Posak naturally welcomed Lin Qiao's arrival. It's worth noting that apart from being an outstanding programmer, he is also a newcomer to the ranks of the wealthy. If the project needs financing in the future, it will be much more convenient whether he invests himself or recommends other investment companies.

When Lin Lou first invested in Cisco with Sequoia Capital, he only spent $2.5 million, which he and Lin Qiao could easily pool together. In another ten or twenty years, even adding four more zeros to that amount would still be considered insignificant.

After dinner, they went to Professor Posak's laboratory to check on the progress of the research and development. They then returned to their residence in Lin Tower to rest. On the way back, Lin Qiao asked, "Is this project very promising?"

"The variety of operating systems and computer models available in the market today is complex. If it were possible to facilitate information communication between different systems and computers, I think all computer users would want such a device, wouldn't they? In the future, which household computer wouldn't come with a router? This is definitely a big business."

"That's true. Setting aside everything else, even for our company, having this set of equipment can greatly improve work efficiency! Since you think highly of it, I will take it seriously! Anyway, this job is quite interesting." Lin Qiao accepted Lin Lou's opinion. After all, his younger brother had never been wrong about things he approved of, and he was used to trusting Lin Lou.

"Ah, it's a pity that my visa is about to expire. It's probably impossible to go see classic architecture elsewhere this time, but fortunately, I still have time during the summer vacation. After going back, I will travel around and see more places in my own country! When I come back next year, I'll try to visit more places!"

Soon, Lin Lou ended his brief trip in the United States and returned to his home country. He first delivered the gifts to his home, and then, holding the documents arranged for him by Qi Baocheng, he began to wander around the country by train for free.

Today's second update will be delayed, let's post it at 5 o'clock. I will strive to continue updating with a burst of ten thousand words tomorrow.
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The first stop is Shanghai. Due to its historical significance, there are many old buildings worth seeing here. Even though the Lin Building has been visited by many in later generations, there are still unique experiences to be had from seeing it now.

In 1843, Shanghai was officially opened as a port. As a result, it emerged as a major trading center in the Far East. Many countries partitioned concessions in Shanghai and began constructing buildings. Subsequently, foreign merchants, Western military and political figures, as well as Manchu officials and nobles, began moving into the concessions and engaging in construction activities.

The mansions during this period were mainly influenced by European architectural styles, while also incorporating elements of Chinese garden style. They emphasized grandeur, extravagant layouts, and extremely luxurious interior decorations.

After the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the concessions began to expand. Aristocrats from around the world, successful adventurers who came to Shanghai for gold, as well as fallen warlords, all flocked to the concessions. At this time, architects led by Laszlo Hudec began to unleash their talents and left behind many classic architectural works in Shanghai.

They built a batch of Western-style houses with distinct styles. Fashion and leisure became the theme of the era, and new technological achievements such as elevators began to appear in these houses. Some even had tennis courts and swimming pools. These tycoons lived a carefree life in the Western-style houses in the concessions, which formed a sharp contrast with the tumultuous and disaster-ridden Chinese land.

After the liberation, over ninety percent of the foreign-style houses were taken over by the state. It wasn't until 1998 that they started to be bought and sold. By the time Linlou traveled back, there were a total of four to five thousand old foreign-style houses in Shanghai, with only around two hundred of them having private ownership. Moreover, there were only about a hundred houses with clear property rights that could be sold.

Once the news of these old foreign-style houses being put up for sale is released, it will attract the pursuit of top tycoons in Shanghai and even nationwide, and it is not uncommon for them to be sold for tens of billions or even several billion.

Most of these houses are historic buildings that can be bought and sold, but they must be maintained in their original state. In the past, there was news that a foreign-style house at 888 Julu Road was demolished and replaced with a new one. The court fined the owner 30.5 million RMB and ordered them to restore the original building within 10 months. Many officials from the management departments were also held accountable.

Ask Linlou, the behavior of the property owners is absolutely like "buying a container and getting a treasure chest." The historical imprints contained in old houses are the most precious things, and once they are demolished, they will be gone.

As he reminisced about the famous old western-style houses in Shanghai and planned his sightseeing route, Linlou, after getting off the train, saw Zheng Weiming waving at him as he came out of the station, to his surprise, Yu Bingbing was also there.

"Why are you also in Shanghai?" Lin asked curiously after greeting Zheng Weiming.

"My uncle works in Shanghai, and my cousin invited me to come over for a few days during the summer vacation. After I arrived, I remembered that Weiming is also in Shanghai, so I went to find him. He told me that you were coming, so we came to pick you up together!" Yu Bingbing said with a smile on his face, with a hint of joy in his eyes, as if he was happy to meet Lin Lou somewhere else.

"By the way, would you like to meet my uncle?" Just as Yu Bingbing finished speaking, she realized that it sounded a little strange, so she quickly corrected herself, saying, "My uncle works at the Shanghai Youth League Committee, and their office building is the Malet Villa. Since you're a student of architecture, I'm sure you'd like to take a good look at the Malet Villa."

"I've drawn a lot of sketches of the Mahler Villa, but unfortunately I can only see the outside and not the interior structure. Since size matters, let's go inside and have a look? Let's first have a meal at my place, put the stuff down, and then we can go together!" Zheng Weiming also wanted to go and take a look.

"Sure!" With such an opportunity, Lin would naturally not refuse.

When I arrived at Zheng Weiming's home, I greeted his parents, enjoyed an authentic local meal, and then put down my luggage. During my stay in Shanghai, I planned to live here for a few days.

The hotel industry is not as developed as it is now, and when people go to a city, they usually rely on relatives and friends. If Lin Luo did not live here, Zheng Weiming would have something to say.

After eating, they arrived at the Malet Villa on South Shaanxi Road in Shanghai. In 1919, the Jewish man Malet came to Shanghai and made his first fortune through horse racing, and then ventured into the shipping industry, gradually becoming a famous tycoon in the Shanghai Bund.

In 1926, in Shanghai, Mahler's youngest daughter had a very magical dream. In her dream, she dreamed of having a "castle like in Andersen's fairy tales." So Mahler decided to build a residence according to the scene in his daughter's dream. This residence not only reflected his daughter's dream but also commemorated his adventurous early life.

He commissioned a designer to create this castle-style villa with a Nordic architectural feel at 30 South Shaanxi Road, and invested a huge sum of money to complete it in 1936.

Shortly after the villa was built, the Sino-Japanese War broke out, and the Ma family left the dream castle. In 1941, after the Japanese entered the concession, the Ma family was sent to a concentration camp, and the villa became a clubhouse for the Japanese army. After the victory of the War of Resistance, it became an office of the Kuomintang. After the liberation, it became the office building of the District Committee of the Communist Youth League.

Mare's main source of wealth is old shipping, so he decorated his residence to resemble a luxurious cruise ship; the villa's entrance is small, but upon entering, one sees a colorful and fairy-tale-like villa, with Norwegian-style spires, Gothic steeples, Chinese-style glazed tiles, bay windows, Taishan brick, colored flower tiles, and numerous Buddhist shrines scattered throughout.

Beautiful intricate patterns are carved everywhere, colored glass is installed on the dome, and the varying heights of the spires form a mysterious and wonderful silhouette. Various styles blend together seamlessly without appearing discordant.

Enter inside, and you will see a series of wooden carvings depicting scenes of maritime expeditions. Even the floor is made of narrow wooden strips arranged to depict patterns of seaweed and kelp, some as thin as a few millimeters wide.

On the south facade of the main building, there are three beautifully designed and finely decorated gable roofs perpendicular to the main ridge, along with four bay windows. Together with the intersecting four-gable roofs of the east and west wings, it resembles a magnificent little palace. The decorative wooden components of the gable roof in the middle are clearly exposed, with white plastered joints between the components, showing a typical Scandinavian rural architectural style.

The so-called "tiger window" is actually a window protruding from the sloping roof, and its name is a homophonic translation of the word "ROOF" in Shanghainese. There are many similar transliterated architectural terms, such as mosaic bricks, and so on.

Lin Lou explained various clever design features to Zheng Weiming and Yu Bingbing while walking upstairs. They arrived at Yu Bingbing's uncle's office, where Lin Lou thanked him for allowing the visit and remarked, "Working in a place like this must feel great, right?"

"Hi, how are you? There are more and more people in the company now, and this place is not big enough. Everyone wants to move out, but it's hard to find such a big place for the time being!" Uncle Yu Bingbing shook his head.
Chapter 224 The Bund No. 18 (Additional 420 for Debt from Last Month)

Sure enough, different people have different perspectives on the same issue. As an architect, Lin Lou focuses on the design of the Mahler Villa, while Yu Bingbing's uncle, who works here as a leader, worries about the insufficient office space.

Upon hearing this, Lin suddenly had a great idea. Since he was troubled by the insufficient office space, maybe I can... As soon as he thought of this, he could hardly contain his excitement. It would be such a shame to miss out on such a great opportunity.

So, during the rest of the tour, Linlou seemed a little distracted. After the tour, on the way back, Linlou said to the other two, "Tomorrow I'm going to visit a friend of my brother's, so I won't be going with you. Let's meet up the day after tomorrow for another outing."

"Sure, I'll be waiting for you at home," Zheng Weiming said without any suspicion. He knew Lin Lou had just returned from the United States, and maybe she had brought something for a friend along with Lin Qiao.

Early the next morning, after having breakfast at Zheng Weiming's house, Lin Lou took a bus to the Bund, got off and walked to the entrance of No. 18 the Bund. The building in front of him is a reinforced concrete structure, with an exterior in the architectural style of the Renaissance period, featuring a three-part facade. The ground floor is faced with neat granite, and there is a large carved iron gate in the center.

The most eye-catching are the 4 marble columns at the entrance. These four columns are from a 200-year-old church in Tuscany, Italy. After the church was abandoned, they were brought to Shanghai by the British and erected at the entrance of the China headquarters of Standard Chartered Bank.

After moving to Lujiazui, Standard Chartered Bank has transformed the area into a top comprehensive consumer building that integrates world-renowned flagship stores of fashion brands, international restaurants, bars, and art galleries. Standing at the door, you can see the three landmarks of Shanghai: the Bottle Opener, the Syringe, and the Egg Beater. As you walk through the door, you can see tourists taking pictures everywhere.

"Sir, may I help you with anything?" The staff at Standard Chartered Bank quickly approached Mr. Lin as he stopped at the entrance.

Standard Chartered Bank has been in business in China since establishing its first branch in Shanghai in 1858. After the founding of the People's Republic of China, it was allowed to continue its operations in Shanghai and is still conducting business at No.18, The Bund.

"Some private business needs to be taken care of," Lin Lou said, showing the VIP credit card that Arthur Dool had given him. Although the credit card was not issued by Standard Chartered Bank, it had a cooperative relationship with the bank, allowing him to access their services.

"Please wait!" The bank staff recognized the card and immediately led Mr. Lin to the VIP customer room, offering tea and snacks before quickly finding the senior customer manager.

In a little while, a middle-aged Caucasian man walked in and courteously greeted in fluent Mandarin, "Hello, Mr. Lin. I am Andrew Smith, Senior Relationship Manager of the Shanghai branch of Standard Chartered Bank. It's my honor to serve you."

"I'm also very glad to meet you, Mr. Steve," Lin stood up and shook hands with him, then went straight to the point and said, "I need your firm to help me acquire some real estate in Shanghai. I wonder if it can be done?"

Linlou knew it was impossible for him to approach Yu Bingbing's uncle to discuss buying a house. Not to mention whether it was allowed to sell state-owned houses to private individuals, explaining the source of the money alone would be a complicated matter. So Linlou thought about getting Standard Chartered Bank to help him with this matter, as they would be much more convenient than doing it himself.

It seems that accepting Arthur's gift was indeed the right decision, otherwise it would have been impossible to find someone to help me now.

"Real estate transactions in China are not fully open yet, but providing dedicated service to clients is the creed of Standard Chartered Bank. We will do our best to assist you. May I ask which property you are interested in purchasing?" Andrew Steve asked without hesitation, knowing that they must provide the best service to clients holding such cards.

"Ma Le Villa, I'm sure you must know this house. I just visited it yesterday, and one of the managers told me that the house no longer meets their office needs. So, I thought maybe Standard Chartered Bank could help me convince them." Lin Lou said.

"Ah, the Maler Villa, it is indeed a very valuable building. If it were in London or Hong Kong, it would definitely be sought after by the wealthy! Now that China's policies are gradually opening up, if one could acquire this building, it would be a very good choice for the future, whether for personal residence or for selling," analyzed Andrew Steve from a banker's perspective.

"I will find a way to consult for you, but I can't guarantee success. As you know, in China, many times it's not just about money when getting things done. Actually, it's the same in London and Hong Kong. For such meaningful architecture, purchasing often requires the right timing."

"Also, may I ask what your budget range is, so that I can have a better understanding when I approach the matter?" Andrew continued.

"Money is not a problem, as long as it's within the credit card limit, you can make your own decisions! No matter how much you spend, you won't lose money. In the future, whether it's the building area or historical background, it's far less than that of Yan Family Garden in Malibu; it can sell for at least ten billion, let alone this villa?"

"If you agree to pay in US dollars, I'm sure the success rate will be much higher. China really needs foreign exchange now!" Andrew smiled, knowing the limit of this card would be enough to secure the Marbella villa.

"No problem! You can go find the reasons yourselves, but I can't reveal my information," Lin Lou agreed. Of course, he understood how short of dollars the country is nowadays.

Due to the burden of foreign debt, the country's foreign exchange reserves were negative 1.296 billion US dollars in 1980. Throughout the entire 1980s, the country's foreign exchange reserves remained within the range of tens of billions of US dollars, failing to break through the 10 billion mark.

If you wait until later, someone might come with dollars to buy the Malibu Villa, and the Shanghai government might not even bother with you. But now, they might actually be tempted.

"There is absolutely no problem!" providing services for clients anonymously is also a form of VIP service in the bank, Andrew immediately thought of many ways, "We can help you register a company in Hong Kong, and then purchase in the name of the company. What do you think? If you don’t like it, we can also provide more options!"

After discussing the details, Andrew asked, "Mr. Lin, do you only want the Malle Villa, or are you also interested in other old western-style houses?"

"I'm sure you are also aware that many of these old colonial buildings have been gradually returned to their original owners, many of whom have business relationships with our Standard Chartered Bank."
Chapter 225 Buy Buy Buy.

Standard Chartered Bank has been operating in Hong Kong as early as the 19th century. Before the liberation, the owners of those old western-style houses mostly had business dealings with Standard Chartered Bank. Now that the properties are starting to be returned, the descendants of those former Shanghai tycoons are eager to go abroad to join relatives, and naturally need to handle some domestic assets.

And how many people can afford to buy a foreign house now? So they will definitely come to Standard Chartered Bank to handle these matters, so Andrew has a lot of information in his hands.

"If you have old Western-style houses such as a green house, Yan Family Garden, White Mansion, Lilac Garden, and 888 Julu Road, I can sign the contract right away!" Lin Lou immediately became excited, as these houses were just as classic as the Miller Villa.

The Green House was the mansion of the former Shanghai color tycoon Wu Tongwen. It was also the last work of Laszlo Hudec in Shanghai. After the completion of the Green House, Hudec told the color tycoon Wu Tongwen that this building would not be outdated even 100 years later. This prediction has indeed proved to be true.

The house, once completed, was hailed as the most luxurious residence in the Far East. The most famous feature of the house is the private elevator, which was the first of its kind installed in a residential building in China. I. M. Pei used to come here to play when he was young, and perhaps it was here that he was inspired and nurtured in the art of architecture, thus giving rise to his dream of becoming an architect.

In two years, female writer Cheng Naishan based on the prototype of the Green House, created a novel "Blue House", and won the first "Zhongshan" Literature Prize.

Yan Family Garden was built by Jewish doctor Rob in 1920 and purchased by the machinery tycoon Yan Qingxiang in 1940, thus renamed as Yan Family Garden. The entire building covers an area of eight acres, with a construction area of 1570 square meters and a garden area of 4900 square meters, comparable to the size of a football field.

In the past, this house was once owned by the CEO of Shanda Network, Chen Tianqiao. After purchasing it, he renovated it and then sold it for a whopping 1 billion RMB.

The White Mansion is not in Chongqing, but a remarkable gray and white Western-style building located at 150 Fenyang Road. It is named after its former residents, Pai Chung-hsi and his son Pai Hsien-yung. The overall style of the building is French neoclassical architecture, and its exterior resembles a silver and white piano, exuding a dreamlike quality.

The Lilac Garden is one of the most striking buildings on Huashan Road. It is the first garden villa that combines Chinese and Western styles in the Bund area, and one of the most famous and well-preserved garden villas in Shanghai over the past century, known as the "World Architectural Expo Garden" in Shanghai.

Many lilac trees are planted in the garden, which is also the origin of the name "Lilac Garden"; but some people say that this is the place where Li Hongzhang built to conceal his beloved for his seventh aunt, and because the seventh aunt's name is lilac, so this place is called the Lilac Garden.

888 Julu Road is Wu Dake's debut work in Shanghai. The first owner of this old Western-style house was Tong Chujiang, the exclusive agent of Camel Cigarettes, who was known as the richest man in Shanghai at that time and gave it as part of the dowry for his daughter.

In 2016, the grandson of Tong Chujiang, antique dealer Liang Pengfei, sold it for a total transaction price of approximately 150 million, with a unit price as high as 400,000 yuan per square meter, setting a record for the unit price of transactions for old Shanghai houses.

There are still many old western-style houses of this class in Shanghai, but some are definitely impossible to buy, such as the Rong Mansion on Shaanxi North Road, which is known as the most elegant western-style house in Shanghai. The current owner is still there and surely wouldn't sell it. Despite being wealthy now, Lin may not be able to compare with the Rong family in terms of wealth.

Upon hearing Linlou mention these names, Andrew was extremely happy. As a bank employee, he always loved dealing with wealthy clients, and these were the best properties in Shanghai. If he could help them get things done, not to mention how much service fees he would earn, it would be worth it just to establish a relationship with Linlou.

"We will do our best to find it for you, but it will take some time. Do you have a time limit? Such a precious old Western-style house, Andrew cannot guarantee to get it immediately."

"Until I announce the cancellation of the mission, you can continue to search for a suitable house for me." In fact, Linlou also knew that now is not a good time to purchase a foreign-style house. After all, the policies have not been relaxed enough. In a few years, it will be different. Many foreign-style house owners will see that the policies have been relaxed and they can do business again. So they want to sell the house to raise some capital and try their luck.

Unfortunately, many years later, those who sold their foreign houses may not have earned enough money to buy back their old houses. The increase in value of these old houses far exceeds their imagination.

"By the way, I can provide a guarantee that there will be no destructive renovations done to these houses after acquiring them. They will be maintained in their original condition, which will make it easier for you to negotiate with the government." Lin Lou definitely will not engage in deceitful activities. "They can accept either US dollars or Chinese yuan. I can contribute to building a new house for them in exchange, as long as they are willing to sell these houses. Everything is negotiable."

"Your sensitivity is remarkable. Every part of these old houses is a work of art, and any damage would be a great loss," Andrew flattered. "With conditions like this, it will be much easier for me to negotiate with them. In fact, many old Western-style houses have a lot of heirs who have long wanted to sell the houses, exchange them for more comfortable living quarters, or just get some USD."

"I believe in your professional abilities! I hope to receive good news soon. If Standard Chartered Bank can't even handle this, then they are really too shoddy."

"Please wait a moment, I will go and organize the relevant information for you. Although there are no exquisite villas or green houses, there are still some good houses. In addition, I will set up a small team to focus specifically on the relevant information. Once there is any information about the houses you are interested in, I will immediately go to negotiate!" Andrew said as he stood up.

In no time, he brought a thick stack of documents to Mr. Lin's office. "These are the first batch, the rest are still being prepared and will be brought to you later."

This is also a bank, other institutions may not have such comprehensive information. Linlou himself may not be able to collect so much information even if he works himself to death, it may not have such a good effect.

"I think you will definitely be interested in this building. When it comes to Shanghai's foreign houses, you can't avoid mentioning Mr. Quedec. And this house is Mr. Quedec's work!" Andrew handed over a confident document.

Mr. Walter Phelps Dodge had a total of four homes in Shanghai. This was the largest one he ever owned in Shanghai. In 1937, Mr. Dodge rented the house to the German Consul. Near the end of the World War II, he sold this house to the manager of Dahua Match Company, Shao Xiushan.

"In 1949, Shao Xiushan moved to the United States with his family, leaving the house to be taken care of by his sister. Now the house has been returned to the descendants of the Shao family, and they are planning to sell it."
Chapter 226: Wu Dake (Extra chapter for last month's debt of adding 520 new chapters)

"In 1955, this house was handed over to Shanghai Huatong Switch Factory and used as one of its workshops, so it is not suitable for living in now. If you are interested, I can talk to the descendants of the Shao family. There is a good chance of acquiring it!" Andrew introduced.

"I will be in Shanghai for the next week. I will come to see you in a few days, and if the discussion goes well, I can sign the contract before leaving Shanghai. If we are unable to settle in the near future, you can call my brother, and I will reply to you as soon as possible!" Lin Lou has been busy traveling all over the country recently and does not have a mobile phone, so he can only communicate through Lin Qiao.

Linlou wrote down Lin Qiao's phone number in the United States. Andrew carefully took it and handed his own business card to Linlou, saying, "Okay, I will contact Mr. Lin Qiao as soon as I have any information. You can also call this number to reach me at any time."

I've also reviewed some information on other Western-style houses, but they don't compare to the works of Wuda Kelin. For now, I've selected a few Linlou buildings for Andrew to pay attention to, and we can consider them if the opportunity arises.

After leaving the Bund 18, Lin still had Wu Dak's old house in mind. When it comes to old houses in Shanghai, Wu Dak is always on the tip of everyone's tongues.

Viktor Dudke was born into a prestigious architectural family in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. He graduated from the architectural department of the Royal Joseph Technical University in Hungary and joined the Austro-Hungarian army as a artillery officer. During a conflict with the Russian army, he was captured and sent to a prisoner of war camp in Siberia.

When Baidu Baike introduced the experience of Wuda Ke, it actually used the term "unfortunately captured". Although World War I was indeed an unjust war, as an aggressor who invaded the territory of another country, being captured cannot be considered as unfortunate, right? Perhaps "deserved it" would be a more accurate description.

After staying in the prisoner of war camp for a while, due to the chaos within Russia after the October Revolution, he quickly managed to escape from the camp and arrived in Shanghai by boarding a Japanese cargo ship.

After arriving in Shanghai, he worked as an assistant in a building company owned by Americans, where he learned Chinese. After working for Cleary & Company for seven years, he started his own architectural firm.

During his time in Shanghai, Wu Dake designed a series of works including the International Hotel, Daguanming Cinema, Asia Building, Villa of Eros, and Green House. Gradually, Wu Dake became the most prestigious and active architect in Shanghai, almost monopolizing the classic architectural design at that time.

His design style is versatile, in the early days he adopted the modern architectural style of reinforced concrete structure with a focus on practical construction. However, the emphasis on sporadic classical embellishments ties him to the compromise of architecture. Since he took charge of his own architectural firm, his designs have clearly leaned toward avant-garde.

In fact, from the perspective of architectural history, Wu Dake is not a particularly outstanding architect. He did not leave much of a mark in the architectural theory field and does not have much status in architectural history. He is just a typical architect who achieved success in his time, because there are not many representative masters in the Far East.

Placed in today, it's like Shuishi, the boss of a law firm like Botao. He can do any style and does it quite well, but that's about it. It's only after entering the new century and seeking their own cultural heritage in Shanghai that they slowly became famous.

Many marketing articles these days compare him to Gaudi, saying that Wu Dazhao in Shanghai is like Gaudi in Barcelona. This is just a way to deceive those who don't know much about architectural history. People who truly understand the subject will just laugh at it. If Wu Dazhao truly had that kind of ability, why would he be struggling in Shanghai?

After leaving Shanghai, he first went to Switzerland, then to the United States, but did not leave any impressive works in these places. Even all his projects in Shanghai combined cannot compare to Gaudí's Sagrada Família.

Whether a building has value or not is often not just the architect's responsibility. These houses have been preserved for a hundred years, and the effects of time and the historical events that have taken place in these buildings are enough to make them classics.

From 1918 to 1947, Wu Dajie undertook and completed no less than 50 projects in Shanghai (with more than 100 individual buildings), of which 25 projects were listed as excellent historical buildings in Shanghai.

This proportion once again proves the strength of Le Corbusier. Truly outstanding master architects, their work will never have such a low proportion. Each of Kahn's works is almost a classic. The same goes for Corbusier, Mies, and others. Even the renowned I.M. Pei, known for his numerous works, his outstanding work has a much higher proportion than Le Corbusier.

Simply put, true architectural masters such as Ieoh Ming Pei, Louis Kahn, Le Corbusier, and others are remembered for their work itself, while in the case of Wu Dade, his work is remembered more for the people who have lived in these buildings. This difference is quite evident.

The Farnsworth House is not famous for being the residence of Mrs. Farnsworth, but because it is a work by Mies.

The Cho-ya in Sumiyoshi is not famous because its owner is Sumiyoshi, but because of Tadao Ando's excellent design.

The Green House is so famous, whether it's because of its owner Wu Tongwen or its designer Wu Dake, it's hard to say.

However, although Wuta is not a master, his works do witness the development of modern and contemporary Chinese architecture, and many architectural concepts are also familiar to Chinese architects through these Western-style houses on the Shanghai waterfront. Therefore, these buildings still have special significance, and buying them now is not a loss.

In the next few days, Lin Lou, Zheng Weiming, and Yu Bingbing will be searching for unique buildings. There are more than just old western-style houses worth admiring in Shanghai. The Shanghai Stadium designed by Wang Ding and Academician Wei Dunshan six years ago, and the dining hall of Tongji University designed by Mr. Huang Jiahua, are both outstanding works in the history of modern Chinese architecture.

In addition, the design and construction of a street in Minhang and Zhangmiaolu Avenue also have many highlights. They have drawn many sketches and taken many photos here.

"Where do you plan to go next?" Yu Bingbing asked after they finished wandering around.

"If you go to Suzhou, the classical gardens of Suzhou are the essence of ancient Chinese architecture. Since you are here, it would be a shame not to take a look," said Linlou.

"Suzhou is actually quite close!" Yu Bingbing stretched out his voice. "My dad has a comrade-in-arms in Suzhou, and he asked me to bring a gift to Uncle Ju when I come to Shanghai. Let's go together the day after tomorrow."

Linlou agreed without much thought, and then, on the afternoon before leaving, returned to the Bund No. 18 again, wanting to see how much Andrew had actually helped him.

Seeing Baidu Baike comparing Wu Daxi to Ieoh Ming Pei and Antoni Gaudí, I really have no strength to comment.
Chapter 227 Descendants of the Shao Family (additional chapter of 620 words for last month's debt)

129 Panyu Road, stands a house with a distinctive British countryside flavor, with steep slate double-sloped roofs that occupy nearly half of the facade height, and towering brick chimneys at both ends, complemented by symmetrical gable designs on the south facade.

The bottom floor is made of red bricks, while the upper floors are white walls with dark wooden frames exposed. The door and window frames are made of rough stone. The harmonious color coordination, rich textures, and layers are shown from the white walls, brown stone tiles, dark exposed wooden frames to the red-brown brick walls.

The ground floor of the building has Gothic triple lancet windows and a round arched doorway, while the second floor features a zigzagged projecting window. There is also a large garden to the south of the residence, surrounded by expansive open space.

Every Shanghai citizen who walks past here cannot help but look at this place enviously and say, "Ah, the Shao family is really picking up again. There are six of them living in a 50-square-meter shikumen, how many people are there in their family? And they live in such a big house?"

"Fifty square meters is not enough for you? There are plenty of teachers at our school who live in cramped spaces of less than fifteen square meters, even across three generations!" In envying others, he himself became the object of envy.

Yes, that's right. A 50-square-meter house, on average, allows each person to have about 8 square meters. In today's Shanghai, this is definitely considered a high standard of living. However, compared to the people living in this building, it's nothing at all.

Back then, the Shao family had more than ten servants just to serve them in this house alone! See that house to the east? That's the one Shao Xiushan specially built for his mother to chant Buddhist scriptures in! Those who are older still talk about the romantic affairs of old Shanghai, and even though nearly forty years have passed, those stories are still circulating in Shanghai.

"Ah, I wonder what kind of fairy-tale life those descendants of the Shao family are living in there now!" someone sighed, then turned and left with a heavy heart.

However, life for the descendants of the Shao family in this big house is not as comfortable as they would like. Currently, about ten descendants of the Shao family are arguing in the large classroom on the first floor, "Fourth and Sixth, both of your families once publicly announced to sever ties with Uncle, how can you still have the face to move in and live here?"

Shao Xiushan had already gone to the United States before the liberation. He entrusted this house to his sister to take care of. Later, Shao Xiushan passed away in a car accident in the United States, so the house belongs to the children of his sister and brother, who have unequal shares of ownership.

"Moving in as a resident is one thing, not paying property tax, electricity, or gas bills is another. If you have the ability, then don't turn on the lights or cook!" There's definitely more than one person who has complaints about them.

"Hmph, It seems like you didn't write a declaration back then, and it was just not published in the newspaper. But didn't you read it aloud in front of everyone?" Laosi said resentfully, "According to the proximity of our relationship, the master bedroom on the second floor should be mine. You shamelessly took it away, and if you want me to pay, that's fine. Let's first exchange the house back!"

"Yes, that third-floor unit should be mine! Laoqi, get out of there!" Lao Liu also agreed.

"Okay, okay, stop arguing! Let's not talk about this today. Let's discuss how to respond to Mr. Steve! Should we sell this house or not!" Someone interrupted their argument and continued speaking without waiting for their response, "In my opinion, we should just sell it."

"Our family is not as good as the Gu family. The Gu family has fewer descendants, but they have left a lot of money besides the house! Only Gu Chuanye lives in the green house. He either plays bowling every day or takes pictures everywhere with his camera! My uncle passed away early and didn't leave us much money. It's expensive to live in such a big house, and we argue every day when we meet."

"Living like this is no fun. We might as well sell it to Standard Chartered Bank! Besides, Mr. Steve also said that if we agree to sell, he will help us go to Hong Kong. Our sixth uncle from the Shao family is now a film tycoon in Hong Kong. If we go to Hong Kong and seek refuge with him, the sixth uncle can arrange something casually, and then we will be prosperous!" When it comes to Hong Kong, this person's eyes are filled with stars.

Shao Xiushan is from Zhenhai, Ningbo, Zhejiang, and he is of the same clan as the famous Shao Liushu, Shao Yifu. However, their relationship is somewhat distant, so in the past, they didn't have the means to visit Shao Yifu in Hong Kong. But now it's different. As long as they sell their house, Standard Chartered Bank can help them go to Hong Kong. As long as they can establish a relationship with Shao Yifu, they won't have to worry about anything.

"Selling is a sure thing, but after selling, we need to discuss how to divide the money properly!" Fourth and sixth immediately said, "If you guys still act like this, I won't agree!"

"If anyone wants to go to Hong Kong, they have to take less money. If I don't go to Hong Kong, I definitely have to get more money. I can't let you have all the benefits!"

“Why should I get less? We are all descendants of the Shao family and should divide it equally!”

"We're still alive, so when it comes to dividing the money, it should be based on the heads of this generation. We can't include the younger generation! There's no such rule from ancient times till now!" They started arguing about the issue of splitting the money again.

"Okay, if we keep arguing, there will be nothing left! Mr. Steve has already said that this time they only plan to buy one house. If someone else agrees before us, he won't buy it! Let's all compromise and come up with a solution today no matter what. Old houses in Shanghai are rare, but buyers are even rarer. They don't want to miss out on a reliable buyer like Standard Chartered Bank."

"Old Liu, your grandson should be going to elementary school soon, right? Are you planning to have him study in Shanghai or in Hong Kong? Old Si, your youngest son has been clamoring to go to Hong Kong, hasn't he? If we miss this opportunity, who knows when he will have another chance to go... Little sister, haven't you been worried about the cost of Abin's wedding? Now, as long as you agree, we can give Abin a grand and spectacular wedding..."

This family put in a lot of effort to bargain for vegetables at the market, persisting until late at night before finally reaching a reluctant agreement.

Early the next morning, they came to No. 18 the Bund and found Andrew Steve. They each signed their names on the contract.

Then, under Andrew's supervision, they moved, collected the money on-site, and got their tickets to Hong Kong. After obtaining their tickets, whether they planned to stay or go to Hong Kong, they began crying and holding their heads as if they hadn't argued before, saying, "When will you come back after you leave?"

"Don't worry, when Abin gets married, we will definitely come back to congratulate him!" This family seems to be getting along well again.

Andrew held the contract and looked satisfied. He thought to himself, now that I've helped Mr. Lin settle it so quickly, he will definitely entrust me with any future business deals, right?

Wuwuwu, the young master just visited my house and talked for a long time about getting married. I apologize for the delay in updates and will quickly type out the next chapter.
Chapter 228: An Irresistible Reason

When Mr. Lin returned to No. 18 The Bund and saw the contract handed to him by Andrew, he exclaimed, "Your work efficiency is really high! It only took a few days to secure this?"

"Providing the best service to our clients has always been our motto," Andrew said with a reserved smile. Of course, this level of service is targeted towards high-end clients, and it's not possible for regular clients to obtain this kind of service.

"The descendants of the Shao family have all moved out now. The car is waiting at the door. If you want to see the house, we can leave right away." Andrew has already arranged for the house to be cleaned up and is ready for Lin to visit at any time.

"Then let's go!" Lin Lou remembered that this house later became the memorial hall of Wu Dake and was listed by the Shanghai Municipal Government as a non-transferable property. Unexpectedly, it has now become his own house.

Go out, get in the car, on the way Andrew reported to Linlou about his work progress in the past few days. In addition to the former residence of Wu Dake, the negotiations for the other privately owned properties are also in progress. They have also approached the Ma Le villa, and the local authorities have shown certain interest, but such a big matter still needs some time for discussion.

"It's okay, I have plenty of patience, and I believe in your abilities too!" Lin Lou praised Andrew's approach to acquiring this building. If it were just about money, the descendants of the Shao family might not have agreed, but with the addition of Hong Kong, it's a different story. Standard Chartered Bank also has branches in Hong Kong, and helping a few people settle there doesn't require a big cost.

To accomplish the mission, the bank has plenty of means at its disposal. You don't want money, right? How about sending your child to study in the United States? We can take care of it for you, as long as you sign this contract.

Having money means they're not afraid. They can help the head of the household to open trading accounts for stocks and foreign exchange in the UK, the US, or Hong Kong. If they make money, they'll persuade them to immigrate and sell their house; if they lose money, they'll persuade them to buy a house and reinvest, anyway, they have ways to persuade them to take action.

Just like in "The Godfather," give him an offer he can't refuse, and whether it's for individuals or institutions with property rights, Standard Chartered Bank can come up with such a reason.

When they entered the house, Andrew took Lin Lou on a tour, introducing the details and stories of each place along the way. It was evident that he had put in a lot of effort beforehand, as there were many stories that Lin Lou did not know.

When Linlou arrived at the garage, he remembered a story. After searching around, he found a piece of rusty cast iron in the corner of the garage. He picked it up and carefully wiped it, revealing a pattern on the cast iron.

"This is the family crest of Wu Dake. It is said that when Wu Dake returned to his hometown for a funeral, he brought the family crest back to Shanghai. On the day he moved into his new house, he hung the crest above the garage roof as a token of longing for his hometown and family. Since he left Shanghai, the crest had been lost, and it's a surprise to find it again," Andrew said excitedly.

"Help me find someone to repair it and hang it back in its original place once it's fixed!" Linlou heard this story while visiting the Wu Dak Memorial Museum. It was later discovered by workers from the garage during the construction of the memorial museum, and now he has found it ahead of time.

After the visit, they sat down in the living room, and after Andrew brewed tea for Linlou, he asked about the arrangement for the house. Linlou thought for a moment and said, "I won't be living in Shanghai for long, so it would be a waste to leave it idle. Therefore, I want the first and second floors to be converted into high-end restaurants. The third floor and above should remain the same, so that my relatives and friends can stay when they occasionally visit Shanghai."

There are many restaurants in Shanghai that have been renovated from old foreign-style houses. Sasha's Restaurant near Hengshan Road used to be Chiang Kai-shek and Soong Mei-ling's mansion in Shanghai; Huigong Mansion on Julu Road used to be Du Yuesheng's residence...

These old Western-style houses were initially designed with the consideration of the owner's need to host large gatherings, so opening a restaurant will not cause any damage to the house, as long as no heavy oily dishes are prepared.

"No problem, there's a high demand for high-end restaurants in Shanghai right now. If you decide to open one, I believe you'll quickly recoup the cost of your purchase. If you have the need, we can assemble a team for you and take care of the daily operations of the restaurant," Andrew said immediately. Of course, their services won't come for free, and they will also charge a certain service fee.

For Linlou, this is a relief. "Okay, the decoration of the house must be kept in the same style as before, and it must be ensured that the original appearance of the house is not damaged during daily operation."

"We have extensive experience in this area. We will select chefs and managers from restaurants that have reformed old buildings in the UK and Hong Kong to come to Shanghai to manage this project."

"So, let's go back and sign the contract!" After returning to No. 18 The Bund, Andrew immediately had the legal department draft the contract. After Lin Lou looked it over and made two adjustments, he then signed his name.

"We will assemble a team for you as soon as possible. Considering the condition of this house, it seems more suitable to set up a Western restaurant. Of course, if you have a preference for a different cuisine, we will also respect your opinion."

Western cuisine is also fine, as long as it's not British food. Lin Lou inwardly criticized, "I trust your professional level. Apart from finding a third party to audit the accounts on time and checking the condition of the property, I won't interfere with the daily operations."

"Okay, once it's ready, I'll submit the plan to you for review." After discussing some details, today's conversation came to an end.

"So, you guys continue to keep an eye on the remaining houses for me, and I will keep in touch with you." Lin Lou stood up and left, going to the nearby Peace Hotel Jasmine Lounge to buy some signature French bread, crepes, and egg tarts. After imposing on Zheng Weiming's family for so many days, he had to show his appreciation.

Meanwhile, in an office of the Shanghai Municipal Government, a group of people are discussing the matter of the Ma Le Villa. "Mr. Steve from Standard Chartered Bank is very sincere. The offer is not low, and it is paid in US dollars. If the deal can be made, it can help the city's enterprises to purchase urgently needed equipment. I am being pressured by them every day."

"The Moller Villa is a famous historical building in Shanghai. If it is sold and not properly maintained, leading to damage, then all of us present will be the sinners of Shanghai in the future."

"The other party is willing to sign the contract, ensuring not to damage the original appearance of the Marle Villa. With so many people currently working inside the villa, will the villa remain undamaged if this continues?"

"The number of staff in the Youth League committee is increasing, and the Malle Villa is no longer enough! I think it's better to sell it to them and get a new office location!"

Thank you Gu Yueqing, Lonely Hedgehog, Book Friend 20200227121239726, and Ruyan Miaomiao for your contributions.
Chapter 229: Lion Grove (Added 720 Words to Make up for Debt from Last Month)

It doesn't take long to travel from Shanghai to Suzhou. Setting off in the morning from Shanghai, one can arrive in Suzhou before lunchtime. Upon arrival at the train station, they bought a map and Linlou said, "I will stay at the hotel next to the Lion Grove Garden."

When you arrive in Suzhou, you should definitely not miss the four famous gardens of the Lion Grove Garden, the Humble Administrator's Garden, the Lingering Garden, and the Canglang Pavilion. These gardens represent the essence of the southern style of Chinese gardens.

"I'll go with you and then we can go to Uncle Bi's house in the evening," Yu Bingbing knew that if she went to someone else's house, she would definitely be invited to stay for a meal. If she had lunch at their house, she wouldn't be able to hang out with Linlou in the afternoon.

"That's great, let's go visit the Lion Grove Garden in the afternoon." Traveling with a beautiful girl always brings a lot of joy to the heart, and Lin naturally does not refuse.

When the bus arrived at the destination, Yu Bingbing was waiting outside, and Linlou went into the hotel and handed over the introduction letter specially arranged by the school before leaving. The receptionist at the front desk curiously looked at the introduction letter, ". . . . . . Student from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua? Are you here for a study tour?"

"We architecture students have a rather unique curriculum, which involves conducting field studies of local distinctive architecture. Suzhou is renowned for its classical gardens, so it's definitely a must-visit destination for us." At this rate, if we have to present an intro letter every time we go out, it will be inconvenient even if we have the money to stay at a hotel.

"That's should come and take a look. Staying at our place is the right choice, next to the Lion Grove Garden." Speaking of Suzhou's pride, the front desk also feels proud.

Maybe it was the words "林楼" that caught his interest, or maybe it was the mention of Tsinghua University. The receptionist kindly reminded him, "But our prices here are quite high. Even the cheapest room costs six yuan a day. Would you like me to introduce you to a more affordable place?"

"It's okay, your hotel is really well-built, worth staying for a day. It's all part of learning!" Lin Lou naturally didn't mind the extra expense, and chose a room with a view of the Lion Grove Garden, paid for the accommodation, then put down his things, went out to have a meal with Yu Bingbing, and then visited the Lion Grove Garden.

Jiang Daqiang is a worker in a state-owned enterprise in Chengdu. Because of his outstanding performance at work, he was commended by his superiors and, along with other workers commended from all over the country, had the opportunity to come to Suzhou for a meeting and learning session. According to the schedule, they have also come to Lion Grove Garden for a visit today, and have now arrived at the entrance.

"Hey, you want me to tell you what's so great about this place? I'd rather go shopping or bring back some stuff for the family." Su Cheng, an oil worker from Zhongyuan Oilfield, spoke loudly.

Jiang Daqiang also felt somewhat disheartened. For them, visiting the Lion Forest Garden didn't offer much interest, it was far more attractive to go to the shopping mall to buy some unique local products. Suzhou is right next to Shanghai, and there are quite a few great things in the local malls here.

"Suzhou gardens are collectively referred to as gardens, but there are still differences between gardens and forests. Functionally, gardens belong to the architectural landscape part of gardens, also known as small pieces, commonly referred to as pavements, pavilions, sculptures, corridors, flower beds, fountain gardens, etc., while forests refer to planted plants. Of course, in some special places, forests can also refer to stone forests." Beside them, Lin Lou was explaining to Yu Bingbing.

"In terms of usage, a 'yuan' refers to a private courtyard. Many famous gardens in Suzhou were built by officials, nobles, or wealthy merchants for entertaining guests and self-enjoyment. Meanwhile, 'lin' refers to a Buddhist temple, often built in mountain forests. Suzhou is known for its many gardens and fewer temples, with Shizilin being exceptional among the latter."

"Among the four major gardens in Suzhou, Canglang Pavilion was built earliest, constructed during the Song Dynasty; Lion Grove Garden comes next, mainly built during the Yuan Dynasty; Humble Administrator's Garden was constructed during the Ming Dynasty and is the first of the four major gardens; and Lingering Garden is the latest, constructed during the Qing Dynasty; representing different garden styles of different periods."

"It seems quite interesting. I thought this place was not much different from Wangjiang Park. I didn't expect there to be so much to it," Jiang Daqiang became interested and followed behind Linlou.

"During the Yuan Dynasty, the monk Tianru from the Linji school came to Suzhou to practice. One of Tianru's disciples found a tall and ancient tree near Loumen in the bustling city and felt that it was suitable for practicing meditation and delivering sermons. Therefore, he decided to build a dwelling there and establish a Zen forest for Tianru to preach."

"Before coming to Suzhou, Master Tianru practiced at the Lion Rock in Tianmu Mountain in Zhejiang for more than twenty years. Both Master Tianru's teacher Zhongfeng Mingben and Zhongfeng Mingben's teacher Gaofeng Yuanmiaodou achieved enlightenment at Lion Rock."

The Zen master Tianru named his residence "Lion Grove." The name "Lion Grove" signifies the respect for the teacher and the predecessor, as "Lion" is the same as the teacher, indicating the idea of not forgetting the ancestors, and at the same time, the lion is also the beast of the Buddha's country. As you can see in "Journey to the West," Manjusri Bodhisattva rides a lion.

"I've read Journey to the West! Finally, I heard something I can understand," Jiang Daqiang nodded with satisfaction.

"Tianru Chan Master is a successor of the Southern School of Chan Buddhism. Chan Buddhism is divided into two branches: forest Chan and utilitarian Chan. Tianru Chan Master practices forest Chan, which is usually hidden in the wilderness to comprehend the Buddhist teachings. At the beginning of the construction of the Lion Forest, many skilled craftsmen's designs did not meet the approval of Tianru Chan Master."

Until the appearance of Ni Yunlin, one of the four great painters in the Yuan Dynasty, who was from Wuxi, very close to Suzhou, especially good at painting landscapes, after Ni Yunlin came to the Lion Grove, he praised the surrounding scenery, pointed casually, outlined the garden rockery in his mind, thus the Lion Grove took on the appearance of mountains and forests. Master Tianru was very satisfied with this and once said, "People say that I live in the city, but I feel like I am living among a myriad of mountains."

Upon hearing this, even those in the visiting group who were a bit cultured came over, taking out their notebooks and quickly jotting down these two lines of poetry. They then slowly savored the lines while listening to the commentary from Linlou.

"Later, as dynasties changed, this Zen temple gradually turned into a private garden for the wealthy and powerful. During the Qianlong period, the Lion Grove belonged to the magistrate of Hengzhou, Huang Xingzu. The Huang family owned it for more than 170 years until the Republic of China period, when Mr. Bei Runsheng, the elder of Mr. Bei Yuming, purchased it, adding the Bei family ancestral hall, Yan Yu Hall, and Jiushi Peak, among other buildings."

They were already inside while talking. Lin Lou pointed to the artificial mountain in front of him and said, "Speaking of the artificial mountains in the Lion Grove, they also have a great history. Chinese people should be familiar with these rocks."

Huh? I just don't know, what could be the origin of this stone? Jiang Daqiang and Su Cheng both murmured in their hearts at the same time.

"In 'Water Margin,' Yang Zhi first lost the Hua Shi Gang, and later lost the Shengchen Gang, which forced him to turn to banditry. These stones are the Hua Shi Gang. In the past, Emperor Huizong of the Song Dynasty ordered people to search for rare flowers and strange stones in Jiangnan and send them to the capital, calling them Hua Shi Gang. Many of these stones were left in Suzhou, so maybe among them are the ones Yang Zhi lost back then!" Lin Lou jokingly said.
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"Oh, Qingmian Shou Yang Zhi, I know. It's performed in Sichuan opera. This Yang Zhi is a descendant of the Yang family's generals, with excellent martial arts skills, able to hold his own against Lin Chong, the Leopard Head!" Jiang Daqiang proudly showed off to Su Cheng.

"Who doesn't know 'Water Margin'? This year, Teacher Dan Tianfang came to our oil field to talk about storytelling, and I went to see it. Such as in Su City, as workers in state-owned enterprises, we naturally compare the benefits of our respective units. What's so great about Sichuan Opera? We even invited renowned storytellers like Dan Tianfang."

"Emperor Huizong lived through the Song and Yuan Dynasties for a long time, right? Why weren't those scattered flower-shaped stones taken by others? Such good things must have been liked by someone," Yu Bingbing asked curiously.

Jiang Daqiang still wanted to argue a few more points with Su Cheng, but quickly shut up when he heard the question, pricked up his ears to listen, and still wanted to hear Linlou continue speaking.

"Due to the fact that the Huashi Gang triggered the rebellion of Fang La first, and shortly thereafter the Northern Song Dynasty experienced the Jingkang Incident, with Emperor Huizong and his son being taken captive to Wuguo City, so the people of Jiangnan regarded these artificial mountain stones as ominous; moreover, there is also a folklore among the people, stating that stones are the bones of the earth and should not be exposed, and that Emperor Huizong's misfortune was caused by building artificial mountains, hence no one has touched these stones."

"Do you know about the Jingkang Incident? Mr. Dan talked about 'Song of the Yue' at that time. Yue Fei is the reincarnation of the Golden-winged Great Peng King, with four mighty warriors under his command, each of them are remarkable heroes!" Su Cheng began to show off to Jiang Daqiang again.

"Who doesn't know? Shut up and keep listening!" Jiang Daqiang was getting impatient.

"When Master Dengtian's disciples were building the Lion Grove, the concept of fake rock formations was already outdated. Upon hearing that the temple needed these artificial rocks, the local residents were very supportive. First, they believed that the temple could dispel the ominous energy of these fake rocks, and second, the removal of these stones would clear the roads significantly. Therefore, they enthusiastically helped to transport the stones in."

"Look over here!" As they spoke, they had already arrived at the lakeside. Linlou pointed to the artificial mountain stones in the water and said to Bingbing, "Do these artificial mountain stones look like lions? It is said that there are five hundred lions here, symbolizing the five hundred Arhats of Buddhism. If anyone can count all five hundred lions, it will prove their affinity with the Buddha."

"Like the Lugou Bridge?" Yu Bingbing immediately thought of the lions on the Lugou Bridge. In fact, there are more places in China where you can count lions, such as the Zhaozhou Bridge and other famous sites.

"It really looks like it, look at that one, doesn't it look like a lying lion? Those two seem like the mother holding her child!" Jiang Daqiang also forgot about the quarrel and eagerly began to count the lions. Before long, the lakeside was filled with the sounds of one, two, three, and four, so many voices interfering with each other that it would probably be impossible for anyone to count up to five hundred.

"Let's go, let's go see somewhere else!" After counting lions for a while, Linlou took Yubingbing and left. The others quickly followed. They couldn't see anything interesting on their own, so they might as well follow this interesting person.

Jiang Daqiang had just lifted his foot when he saw a young man quickly passing by him. When he turned around, most of the people coming to the meeting had caught up, and members from other teams had also infiltrated the group.

"What is '真趣' supposed to mean?" Yu Bingbing asked while pointing at a plaque in front.

"This is a poem inscribed by Emperor Qianlong, which expresses the idea that Lion Grove Garden is truly an interesting place! Qianlong did enjoy inscribing poems and writing poetry, but he wasn't particularly eloquent. It is said that he wrote over forty thousand poems in his lifetime, but none of them have survived to this day."

Here, Lin Lou remembered the cuisine that spreads from Beijing to the Jiangnan area, known as the "praise of Qianlong." From roasted cakes to stinky tofu, everything is available. Whenever he sees these, Lin Lou always wonders, how bad must the food in the imperial kitchen in Beijing be? Qianlong is so enthralled by everything that he sees, he even thinks that eating excrement is the only thing left.

"The flour wall of Jiuliong Peak is also very interesting. Look at the windows on the wall. Each stained glass window corresponds to the four arts, symbolizing that future generations should also be culturally refined. In addition, the scenery seen through these windows on the opposite side is different for each stained glass window."

"Western gardens like to display all the beautiful scenery, while the essence of Chinese gardens lies in hiding and concealing. Western gardens can be seen and understood at a glance, while Chinese gardens, when viewed from different angles or even different times, evoke different feelings. From this perspective, Chinese gardens are much more enduring to look at compared to Western gardens!"

"You see, this window. When you stand in this position and look across, it feels a certain way. But if you change your perspective, stand over here and look back, it's a completely different feeling! The visual focus from each angle is different. Being able to do this is truly a stroke of genius!" Linlou exclaimed.

"I'll take a look!" Yu Bingbing followed Lin Lou's directions and looked from different angles, and sure enough, he saw different scenery. "Looking from here, it's a stone lion, and looking from there, it's a lotus flower. It's really different!"

After they left, a long line immediately formed at the spot where Yu Bingbing had just been standing. The tourists behind took turns experiencing the feeling. Even the staff at the Lion Grove stepped forward to try it out. I've been working here for so long, how come I've never heard of this?

They had just passed through a moon gate when a young man wearing glasses hurried to catch up with them and handed over two bottles of soda. "You must be thirsty after speaking for so long. Have a drink first. I learned a lot from your commentary! I've been to many places for visits and learning before, but I've never been as happy as today!"

"Then I won't be polite!" You've been listening for free for so long, it's only right for me to have a drink. Hiring a tour guide to explain in the future will be much more expensive than this.

Many people enjoy eating local delicacies when they travel. It is interesting to taste different flavors from different places. In addition, cultural attractions like the Lion Grove Garden have their own barriers to entry. Without doing any homework, one can only appreciate their beauty on the surface. It is hard to truly explain why they are beautiful and which parts are the most appealing without any guidance.

Take a walk around and come back, when others ask, it's awkward if you can't find anything to say. It's better to talk about food, like Chongqing hot pot or Xinjiang roasted lamb. If you've eaten them, you'll definitely have a lot to say.

The drinks here have just been finished, and then the fruits have been brought over. After taking a turn around the Lion Grove, there were already over a hundred people following behind Lin Lou. Whether it's about architectural styles or historical allusions, they were all listening with great interest.

After the visit, leaving the Lion Grove, these people were reluctant to let him go and kept asking, "Are you going to visit there tomorrow? We will wait for you at the gate early in the morning!"
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As mentioned before, it would be uninteresting to visit such cultural attractions without understanding the inside story. However, with an expert like Linlou providing detailed explanations on the spot, unraveling the historical allusions, cultural significance, and other detailed information about the attractions, viewing these things becomes completely different.

Nowadays, there are so many professional tour guides? Not to mention, most tour guides don't have the talent of Linlou? That's why everyone still wants to continue touring with Linlou.

"What is your honorable surname? Are you an expert at the research institute? Which research institute is that? Are you here on a business trip to Suzhou?" Someone asked in a series, trying to figure out the other party's background in order to find a way to ride a wave.

"No, no, my surname is Lin. I am a student of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. I came to Suzhou specifically to visit the gardens during the summer vacation," Lin explained with a smile, feeling a sense of accomplishment seeing so many people following behind him.

"Oh, no wonder you know so much. Turns out you're from Tsinghua University! I was wondering how such a young expert could have such extensive knowledge." A middle-aged leader suddenly realized, with a spark in his eye as he continued, "Lin, are you planning to stay in Suzhou for a few more days?"

"How many more days do I have to stay? I just arrived today and visited the Lion Grove Garden. I haven't seen the Humble Administrator's Garden, Lingering Garden, Canglang Pavilion, and Master of Nets Garden yet! It will take a few days to visit all of them," Linlou calculated and said.

"That's great!" the leader exclaimed, slapping his thigh. "We just started touring yesterday as well, and we're planning to visit those places next! Why don't we go together? By the way, where are you staying now? How about moving to our company's guest house? We'll cover all your expenses for food and drink during your stay in Suzhou, as long as you accompany us on the tour and help explain things along the way!"

Organizing this conference is the main event for their unit this year. Though it's called a conference, it's actually a reward for them to have a good time in Suzhou for a few days. As the organizers, they definitely need to take good care of the comrades from the brother units. However, when they went to visit the gardens yesterday, the tour guides they hired seemed to be talking in a dry manner, and the representatives attending the conference didn't seem too interested.

The delegates didn't have a good time, and they will definitely have opinions when they go back. It would be a bit hard to explain. But today, we met Lin, who was introduced by the manager, and everyone is so spirited. We must keep this Lin and it's not a big deal to cover his food and accommodation expenses, especially considering that the guesthouse is run by our own unit.

"No need to be so polite, anyway I want to visit these places too, so we will definitely run into each other." Lin Lou didn't mind this little favor.

"Sure, sure, I can't let you help for nothing, can I? But what if you had come earlier and we missed each other, or if you had changed your plans? Where would we go to find you? Besides, there are more than just us visiting the Lion Forest today; if someone else snatches it away, we'll be at a loss."

So the leader quickly added, "Look, you are traveling alone and have to take public transportation, which wastes a lot of time. If you come with us, we'll have transportation in and out. In a day, if you go by yourself, you may only be able to visit two parks, but if you follow us, you can visit three. Also, there are some parks that are not open to the public. If you go by yourself, even if you are willing to pay for admission, you won't be able to get in!"

These words did move Linlou. Yes, nowadays there are not as many taxis available in Suzhou, and indeed some of the gardens have not been opened to the public.

"Let's go, let's go. Let's go to Songhe Restaurant first for a meal. We've already talked to the chef in advance, so they will definitely show off their best skills. You might not be able to get such good craftsmanship if you go on your own!" Seeing Lin may be interested, the leader directly came to persuade.

"However, I still need to organize the daytime materials at night..." So, the only problem now is whether I will be disturbed at night. There are fewer entertainment activities at this time, and chatting while roaming around during meetings is also inevitable. If I really live with them, I will definitely be disturbed by the frequent visits."

"It's okay, I will arrange the most peaceful room for you and hang a sign outside to make sure nobody disturbs you. Everyone, do you agree with this?" The leader asked, and everyone agreed in unison.

There's no problem with that. "Alright then, I've already checked in today, so shall we meet at the entrance of the Humble Administrator's Garden at 8 o'clock tomorrow morning?"

"Okay, which hotel are you staying at? I'll send a car to pick you up early tomorrow morning! Now, let's go to Songhe Building for a meal!" Without saying another word, the leader dragged Lin into the car.

After getting on the car, Yu Bingbing whispered to him, "Wow, you've got some skills. You just got to Suzhou and already had someone taking care of your food and accommodation?"

When they arrived at Songhe Building, the representatives started drinking. Among the representatives of state-owned enterprise workers, if they were to talk about drinking, each of them was undoubtedly good at it. They not only had a high alcohol tolerance, but also excelled in persuading others to drink. However, Lin Lou said he couldn't drink, and they didn't force him.

Lin, I have learned a lot from you today. When I return to the factory in a few days and they ask me what I learned in Suzhou, I can talk endlessly. You've worked hard today. I'll drink to you, and I'll empty my glass! Jiang Daqiang finished speaking, and drained a three-coin cup in one gulp.

"Drink less, drink less!" Linlou's lips had just touched the wine glass when Jiang Daqiang told him to stop. "If you get drunk, who will help us explain tomorrow? I'm still counting on going back to the factory to brag to them!"

During his time in Suzhou, Linlou was picked up and dropped off by car every day. Everything was prepared for him by the other party, and whenever he pursed his lips, someone would bring him throat-soothing tea. Whenever he stood in a place for a while, someone would bring a resting stool for him.

When leaving, the unit leader sent a gift. The workers came over one after another to leave the unit and contact information. "Lin Daxue, this time with you, I've gained a lot of insights. Remember to call me when you come to our place. I will take you to visit Chengdu/Xi'an/Nanjing."

I guess if things continue like this, I won't need to bring money with me when I go out in the future. I can travel all over China just by using facial recognition! Lin Lou muttered to himself as he put away his phone book.

After finishing the tour of Suzhou, Yu Bingbing had to head back, while Linlou went to other cities to continue his journey. Suzhou is not far from Nanjing, and one of the "Old Eight Schools," Southeast University, is located in Nanjing, so it's natural to go take a look.

When he arrived at the train station, he found the nearest train to Nanjing. Without buying a ticket, he showed the documents arranged for him by Qi Baocheng, and then boarded the train.

A few hours later, Linlou came out of the train station and saw someone holding a sign with his name on it. In fact, even without those workers, he could have traveled across the country with ease.
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"Hello, I'm Lin Lou from Tsinghua University. Are you here to pick me up?" Lin Lou saw the sign beneath the pick-up sign saying Department of Architecture, Nanjing Institute of Technology, and walked over without hesitation.

"Lin... Hello, hello, I am Huang Qi Yue from the Architecture Department of Nanjing Institute of Technology. I heard that you are coming to Nanjing, and our school is thrilled! Come, let's go to the school to take a rest and talk!" Huang Qi Yue shook Lin's hand vigorously, and without needing to be told, someone took Lin's luggage.

"I thought since I was passing by Nanjing, I had to pay a visit to your university. Otherwise, Commissioner Wu would blame me for not stopping by his alma mater. I can't bear that!" Lin laughed.

The predecessor of Nanjing Tech University was the Department of Architecture of National Central University, which will be renamed as the Department of Architecture of Southeast University in the future. It is also one of the famous old eight schools in the field of architecture. Wu, a member of the committee, graduated from the Department of Architecture of National Central University, so he also has a connection to it.

Don't be fooled by the stark difference in name between Nanjing Tech University and Tsinghua University, because in reality, the architecture department of Nanjing Tech University is not much weaker than that of Tsinghua University. While Tsinghua University has Liang Sicheng, the architecture department of Nanjing Tech University also has Yang Tingbao, who is as significant and is known as "Nan Yang Bei Liang" along with Liang Sicheng. Both of them are leading figures in the Chinese architectural industry and are also among the "Four Greats" of architecture.

The other two members of the "Four Masters" are Liu Dunzhen, a member of the academic department committee and the first department head when Nanjing Technical Institute was renamed; Tong Jun, a pioneer in the research of modern Chinese garden design theory and a pioneer in modern Chinese architectural education, also taught here.

In addition, among the alumni of Nanjing Institute of Technology, there are many academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering, such as Dai Nianci, Qi Kang, Wu Liangyong, Dai Fudong, Zhong Xunzheng, Cheng Taining, Wang Jianguo, Meng Jianmin, Chang Qing, Duan Jin. Wang Shu, the only Chinese winner of the Pritzker Architecture Prize, also completed his undergraduate studies at this school.

It can be said that Southeast University and Tsinghua University can be considered as the two major powerhouses in the Chinese architecture field, one in the south and one in the north, both with extremely rich heritage.

"We saw the article you published in the "Architect" magazine before, so we knew that the textbook for "Foreign Modern Architectural History" at the school must be revised. It's just that we are far away from Beijing and it's not convenient to consult in person. Even if we can get the textbook now, it won't be easy to teach next semester. It's really great that you came back to Nanjing this time. We must consult you thoroughly!" Huang Qiyue is the one who teaches architectural history, so she is more welcoming to Linlou's arrival than others.

"I am grateful for your consultation. Let's exchange ideas and learn from each other!" If it were a few years later, Lin would naturally accept such compliments confidently, but he is still a student now, so it's always good to be modest.

Chatting along the way, they unconsciously arrived at Nanjing Technical Institute. Huang Qi Yue took Lin Lou to the school's guesthouse to rest, so Lin Lou didn't have to spend money on a hotel in Nanjing for the next few days.

He lay down for a while, and just before lunch time, Huang Qi Yue came over to wake him up. Other teachers from Nanjing Technical Institute also came over. They invited Lin to taste local delicacies such as Nanjing smoked duck and duck blood vermicelli soup. In the afternoon, they moved to the conference room for serious discussions.

Some young teachers are interested in the design of Xiangshan Hotel, some are curious about computer-aided design software, but most of them are more inquiring about foreign modern architectural concepts.

At first, some people may have doubts about Linlou's accumulation, because he is too young. But as the communication goes deeper, their expressions gradually become serious. Those who can teach in the architecture department of Nanjing University of Technology are all young talents in the architecture industry. Naturally, they can tell that Linlou is not simply memorizing some foreign literature.

But have a thorough understanding of emerging architectural concepts such as modernist architecture, postmodernist architecture, as well as the design concepts of Le Corbusier, Louis Kahn, and others.

At the same time, Lin Lou is not like other young scholars who have just returned from abroad, who praise foreign things and foreign masters in every possible way. Even for a master like Le Corbusier, he praises when necessary and does not hesitate to point out the shortcomings. ".... Le Corbusier's theory of radiant cities is based on heavy industry and attempts to overcome the shortcomings of industrialization itself. The starting point is correct, but his solution is problematic."

"The plan to solve traffic congestion using high-rise buildings has already failed in Western countries. The main reason is that Corbusier's design was based on an idealistic stance, relying on population predictions and urban data for architectural innovation, without addressing the root of urban issues..."

"Take a simple example: when Ebenezer Howard initiated the Garden City concept, he did not anticipate that Ford Motor Company would reduce the price of cars to a level affordable for the average American worker. As a result, when American streets were filled with cars, the Garden City concept naturally became obsolete!"

In fact, China is the same. Who could have imagined in the 1980s that ordinary Chinese people would be able to afford to buy cars in the future? No one could have expected that the number of privately owned cars in China would be counted in billions, leading to inevitable urban planning issues.

The communication lasted for a whole afternoon, and at the end, everyone felt quite rewarded. "Oh, it's such a good exchange. It would be a pity if only a few of us were able to hear it. Teacher Lin, if you have the time, could you give a lecture? Briefly and systematically talk to us about the changes in the architectural concepts in Europe and America?"

Someone unconsciously called Lin Lou "teacher" again, and no one showed any surprise, as if it were all taken for granted. Indeed, in this field, Lin Lou is qualified to be their teacher.

"Teacher is too modest. But there is no problem with exchanging ideas! Just as Lin Lou thought before, one person alone cannot support the Chinese architectural industry. There must be more talented people emerging. If holding several lectures can help these young architects make progress, why not do it?"

Nanjing Institute of Technology acted quickly, and on the same evening began to make arrangements. They promptly notified the young teachers and the students who had not returned home for the summer vacation. They also arranged the venue early in the morning, holding the lecture in the school's auditorium.

When the lecture was about to begin, in addition to the teachers and students from our school, there were also teachers and students from other universities such as Nanjing University who came after hearing the news.

When Lin Lou stepped onto the podium, he couldn't help but mutter to himself, "I only wanted to come to Nanjing to see the local architecture and exchange ideas with the teachers from Nanjing Institute of Technology. How did I end up giving a lecture?"

Thank you to the generous support from Nachenfeixiao, Youming Tianshen, Amu Gou, Lintai, and Moxiaohao. Tomorrow, I will be going to the countryside to attend a funeral, so I can only guarantee basic updates.
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"If we generalize to distinguish, we can say that the 1940s to the 1960s was the period dominated by modernist style, while the 1970s to the present is the period of postmodernism and other styles."

"After World War II, especially in the 1950s to 1970s, a style of internationalism with strong American commercial symbol colors developed on the basis of the modernist design movement that had developed in some European countries before the war, becoming the main style of design in Western countries..."

".....Derived from the internationalist style, the brutalism, elegance, organic functionalism, and Miesian minimalism, have basically established the appearance of world cities together."

"From 1962 to 1964, Venturi used historical architectural symbols, satire, and playful elements to design and build the Venturi House for his mother, becoming one of the earliest complete examples of postmodern architecture."

Lin Lou spoke eloquently on the platform, vividly outlining the contours of typical architecture on the blackboard with fluent hand-drawn skills, and recounting the development of modern Western architectural theory.

Hundreds of teachers and students in the audience were listening attentively, making rapid notes in their notebooks. Only during the break did someone complain, "Hey, isn't the school's preparation too hasty? Just one blackboard isn't enough, right? I haven't finished copying Mr. Lin's diagram, and he's already erased it and drawn a new one."

"It's okay, the textbook for 'History of Modern Foreign Architecture' will be changed next semester. Our school has already contacted Tsinghua University, and we will use the textbook compiled by Professor Lin. All these drawings will be included by then," reassured a well-informed person.

"That's good, but are you sure the book will have pictures of all these buildings?" This rhetorical question left the other person dumbfounded. The book hasn't even been seen yet, so who can guarantee that?

So they simply discussed for a while, "I think when the lecture continues later, I'll copy a picture first. You don't move, and when the next picture comes out, hurry up and copy it. Then we'll exchange!"

So the teachers and students below divided into several groups and began to collaborate on copying the drawings and notes of Linlou, barely managing to get by.

The lecture concluded, and it was time for the regular Q&A session. As soon as Huang Qiyue finished speaking, hundreds of hands shot up in the air. "It seems like many of you have questions. However, Professor Lin has been speaking all afternoon and hasn't had dinner yet. Let's discuss and agree to end at six o'clock. Professor Lin, please choose who to answer the questions."

"Teacher, do you have any questions to discuss?" Lin Lou took the initiative to pick a young teacher in the front row.

"Hello, Teacher Lin. I gained a lot from your lecture today. I'd like to ask, in the current rise of postmodern architecture, how should Chinese architects face this trend?" the student asked.

Studying postmodernist architecture in China should not be limited to its form alone, similar to the previously popular grand roofs, which can be seen as a form of postmodernist expression. However, the majority of these forms, except for a few fine works, have not been very effective in terms of practicality or aesthetics.

"Mr. Bei's recent design of the Xiangshan Hotel has made a very meaningful attempt to penetrate the essence of postmodernism through its expressive techniques... Therefore, when studying the architectural concepts of postmodernism, we should do the same, not superficially, but absorb the design ideas and concepts, and then combine them with the reality of China..."

The Water Cube and the Bird's Nest in later generations can be seen as post-modernist architecture with Chinese characteristics, which is much more mature than simply adding some mountain flowers, eaves, and cornices to the building.

The young teacher nodded thoughtfully, expressed his gratitude, and then sat down to contemplate. Meanwhile, Linlou pointed to a student in the back row and said, "That student, please ask your question!"

"Hello, Teacher Lin, I am Zhang Yonghe from Nanjing Institute of Technology. I am about to study abroad in the United States. I heard that you have previously attended academic conferences in the field of architecture in the United States. Could you please tell me what aspects I should focus on studying after I arrive in the United States?" asked the round-faced, bespectacled student.

Nanjing University of Technology is truly a hidden dragon and crouching tiger. Just with a casual effort, they have produced a future industry leader! This individual will later become a prominent figure, having served as a professor at Harvard University and as the head of the architecture department at Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

He also comes from an illustrious family. His father is Zhang Kaiji, a second-generation Chinese architect who designed the Tiananmen Grandstand and the Wuhan Yangtze River Bridge. Without such a background, he wouldn't have been able to study abroad. It's worth noting that he is self-financed, and not many can afford the tuition fees nowadays.

"The architectural education philosophy in the United States is much more advanced than ours. It may take you some time to adapt after going there, but don't worry, feel free to ask questions if you encounter any problems..." Mr. Lin discussed some important points to note for studying abroad in the United States, and the lecture concluded.

Despite the fact that the students still had many questions, when they thought that Lin had not eaten yet, they felt embarrassed to delay any longer and applauded to bid Lin farewell.

At the dinner table, Huang Qi Yue and the others expressed their gratitude in every possible way while subtly inquiring about Lin Lou's arrangements, hoping that he could stay at their school for a few more days. Even if he couldn't give lectures every day, it would be great if he could come back in the evening and interact with them.

In addition to the history of modern foreign architecture, his hand drawings today are also very well-founded, and his concepts are quite different from the current popular ones. Can this also be discussed?

Huang Qi Yue accompanied him around Nanjing during the day, visiting representative buildings in the city to take photos and make sketches. Despite having a camera, sketching was still essential, as the drawn architecture differed from photographs, particularly for architects.

Through hand drawing, it's easier to understand the lines and framework of this building, and to comprehend the architect's original design intent. This cannot be replaced by taking photos.

When I come back in the evening, I will communicate with the students and teachers I have been waiting for a long time. I will answer their questions and instill the latest architectural design concepts in them.

After a few days, Lin Lou's itinerary in Nanjing was coming to an end. He was about to leave for another city tomorrow. Just as he and Huang Qi Yue were finishing dinner and getting ready to go back to rest, they were stopped at the entrance of the guesthouse by someone.

Hello, Teacher Lin. I am from the Architecture Department of Hunan University. Welcome to our school to give a lecture!

"Teacher Lin, I am from Zhejiang University. It's closer from Nanjing to Hangzhou. Why don't you come to our school first?"

"Where is there a place near Nanjing for us from Hefei? Mr. Lin, you see, I've already bought my train ticket!"

They directly kidnapped people at the door of the guesthouse.
Chapter 234: Touring Lecture

"Everyone, everyone, please don't worry. Can anyone tell me what's going on here?" Lin Lou was completely confused. How did someone come knocking so soon? The news spread too fast, didn't it?

"Teacher Lin, we heard that you gave a lecture at Nanjing Institute of Technology, so we would like to invite you to our school as well! To show our sincerity, our school has sent me specifically to invite you, and I kindly ask you to come with me for a visit! Our school is all prepared and just awaits your arrival," said the teacher from Zhejiang University.

"We are also ready!" The other two were also unwilling to show weakness. The lecture script of Lin Lou at Nanjing Institute of Technology has been circulated, and those who have read it all feel that the quality is very high. Therefore, any architectural department in the university wants Lin Lou to come to their school to give a lecture.

Here, there hasn't been any result of the argument yet. Huang Qi Yue hurried over and told Lin Lou that his mother was looking for him. Lin Lou quickly went to answer the phone. "Son, when are you coming home? The school specifically contacted me today, they want you to come to the school to give a lecture, they are waiting for you to give them a time!"

Other schools' invitations might be able to be refused, but Nanjiang University has invited Lin Lou's mother out, how can it be refused? He can only agree, "Then a week before the start of the school, I estimate that I will definitely go back at that time."

"Okay, then I'll reply to the school like this. By the way, are you tired from being outside? Did you get used to the food? Have you lost weight?" A mother worries about her child who is far away. Even though Lin has been away for so long, Jiang Yunying is still very concerned.

"It’s nothing, I’m doing well! Along the way, there are people taking care of me, so I don’t have to worry about food and accommodation; Oh right, they also gave me some local specialties, I will ask someone to help me bring them back to the train station tomorrow…… Suzhou’s silk, and Nanjing’s preserved duck...." It took Lin Lou a while to explain, before her mother believed that she hadn't suffered.

After hanging up the phone and returning, those people were still waiting at the guesthouse. Now that Linlou has figured out the situation, he directly said, "I have planned my arrangements for the summer vacation. I need to go to places like Hefei, Hangzhou, and Changsha. However, I have my own schedule for when I go to each place. I will go to Hefei tomorrow, and I will go to Hangzhou and Changsha when I come back. If you can accept this, then we can discuss it further."

The route has been planned. This summer, we'll start from Shanghai to the northwest, then from the northwest to the southwest to Chongqing, and make a round trip to Chengdu, and then return to Nanjiang City from Chengdu. These places happen to be along his route, so giving speeches shouldn't be a problem. However, it's unnecessary to disrupt his schedule just for a speech.

"Okay." A few people hesitated for a moment, but soon agreed, "Let's go with Teacher Lin's arrangement. This is our school's phone number. If you are getting close to Hangzhou, it's best to give us a call in advance so we can pick you up." It will also give us some time to prepare in advance.

Several people left their phone numbers and then, the next morning, the teacher from Hefei accompanied Lin Lou to the train station and helped him buy a sleeper ticket with a school introduction letter. Lin Lou went to Hefei with him and stayed for a few days, much like in Nanjing, first visiting the school and then exploring the unique local architecture.

After passing through Hefei, go directly to Wuhan, visit buildings such as Yellow Crane Tower and Qingchuan Hotel, then give several lectures at architectural colleges in Wuhan. Then travel from Wuhan to Zhengzhou, and continue west to Xi'an from Zhengzhou.

Su Zhongming heard that he was coming to Xi'an, so he specially came from his hometown to accompany him to see the Bell Tower, the Big Wild Goose Pagoda, and other famous attractions. However, Xi'an is not only worth seeing for these buildings. They also went to Xingqing Park to see the memorial monument of Abe no Seimei, which was the work of their senior sister, academician Zhang Jinqiu, just completed this year.

Although academician Zhang Jinqiu has not yet presented significant works such as the Shaanxi History Museum, the Famen Temple Project, or the Datang Furong Garden, his exploration of the integration of Tang-style architecture and modern architecture can still be seen from the Abe Zhongmalu Memorial Monument. In the field of Tang-style architecture, academician Zhang can be regarded as the first person in China.

"From the perspective of site selection, Xingqing Park is the former site of the Tang Dynasty's Xingqing Palace and an important venue for Abe no Nakamaro during his time in Chang'an. The construction of the monument here not only reflects Abe no Nakamaro's life, but also facilitates visits and is more conducive to maintenance and management," Linlou explained for Su Zhongming.

"In terms of architectural form, our classmate Zhang did not simply adopt the conventional portrait mode commonly used in historical figures' monuments, but based on historical records, she referenced the style of the Yicihui stone columns from the Southern and Northern Dynasties and the stone lantern pavilions from the Tang Dynasty. This is also the typical style of commemorative buildings commonly seen during the historical period of Abe no Seimei."

"Drawing inspiration without completely copying, Sister Zhang adjusted the proportions and height of the monument according to the actual environment during the design, and abandoned the tiled surface form, opting for a smooth surface."

"The top of the pillar is carved with reliefs of plum blossoms and cherry blossoms symbolizing Sino-Japanese friendship, while the base is decorated with lotus petal carvings. The surrounding railings of the base are carved with reliefs of Japanese envoys' ships, and the sides of the pillar are treated with a 'coiled kill' technique. On one side, there is a carving of Chao Heng's poem "Looking Back at Hometown," and on the other side, there is a carving of Li Bai's poem "Lamenting Chao Heng." Utilizing superb architectural language, it presents an exquisite historical panorama."

This monument, although not large, has many aspects worthy of study from the perspective of architecture.

After leaving Xi'an and arriving in Chongqing, Guo Yongbing, Liu Zaoyang, and Qian Yingming finally met the long-time online friend "Professor Lin" and fulfilled their promise to treat Lin to hot pot.

Then from Chongqing to Chengdu, and then heading east from Chengdu, visiting buildings and giving lectures along the way. Lin finally returned to Nanjiang City in mid-August. After giving a speech at Nanjiang University, Lin quickly went back to his hometown to relax, as the tour of lectures had exhausted him.

In the three spacious houses in my hometown, I spent over a week in leisure, helping my grandparents with some household chores every day, eating my grandmother's handmade fish balls, and occasionally going to the seaside for fishing. The days were quite carefree and pleasant.

And then I returned to Nanjiang City and stayed at home for a few days. It's not easy to come back, so I should spend a few days with my parents, right?

Time passed unnoticed, and in the blink of an eye, it's almost time to go back to school. Jiang Yunying helped pack the luggage and filled a bag with local specialties for him. Together with Lin Shengbin, they reluctantly sent him to the train station and watched him board the train.

After sleeping for two nights in the soft sleeper compartment, Linlou arrived in the capital city again. When he returned to the Siheyuan, he saw the people from Houku Middle School waiting inside. "Hey, Lin, you're finally back. If you didn't come back, Principal Gao would have to go to Nanjiang City to find you. The new teaching building has been renovated and is waiting for you to participate in the handover ceremony."

Two updates today.
Chapter 235: You are Senior Brother Lin Lou, right?

In front of the entrance of Houku Middle School, the principal stood with a flushed face. Behind him, students stood in neat rows, each wearing oversized school uniforms and holding flowers. They waved the flowers vigorously with their hands and loudly shouted, "Welcome, welcome! Warm welcome!"

When Lin got off the car, he specifically glanced at the students, who still had rosy cheeks. It gave him a chill, "So many young boys and girls, what are they up to?"

"Lin, you finally made it! Thank you so much this time!" The university president's eyes lit up when he saw Lin, and he quickly stepped forward to shake hands. He had carefully read every foreign newspaper and magazine that reported on the new teaching building at Hoku High School, especially those three words: Hoku High School.

Nowadays in China, there are not many people who can have their own names spread to American middle schools, let alone elementary schools and universities. This is all thanks to Mr. Lin.

Lin Lou is also very happy. After all, this is the first project he completed in this world. Now that the project is completed and put into use, he naturally wants to come and take a look.

"Haha, Principal Liu, you're here too. Oh, since you're here, did you bring any gifts? It's not a big deal at all, just a new teaching building that's been put into use! Although it was featured in American newspapers and magazines, it's just over two thousand square meters, nothing worth mentioning, really!"

"Director Gao, working hard as always... A hexagonal classroom does cost a bit more than a rectangular one, but since it benefits the students, we should still spend the money..."

As the principals from surrounding schools arrived, the university president instantly transformed into a Versailles literati, showing off their new teaching building to each of them. The principals and academic directors listened with a stomach full of depression, but still had to force a smile to congratulate the university president.

They look at Lin Tower and say, "Why didn't I come across such a good opportunity? Xiao Gao is so lucky, isn't he? When Director Gu and Director Liu presented so many projects, why did they choose Xiao Gao's school?"

The school leaders are willing to let Lin help them in building a teaching building, library, and other facilities. Unfortunately, the current building design is not under their control. They have to report to the higher authorities, who will then allocate the design work to a specific architectural firm. They don't even have a chance to do it themselves, even if they want to.

So I can only come over and shake hands with Linlou, chat for a few minutes and build a relationship first. Now all the policies are starting to loosen up, and maybe one day the school will be able to decide for itself. It wouldn't be too late to find him to design at that time.

Guests arrived, and the ceremony officially began. First, there were speeches from the leaders, followed by the guests entering the teaching building for a tour. Although some of them were skeptical when discussing privately, once inside the classrooms, they had to admit that the hexagonal classrooms indeed had better lighting than the old ones, and it was clearer to see the blackboard from below.

Just inquiring about the cost, they backed off. The product is good, but a little expensive. The finance in various places is tight now. Even if it's not too expensive, it's probably very difficult for the higher-ups to approve. For a long time in the future, I guess they will only envy the students at Houkou High School.

After the visit, the students lined up in orderly queues and entered their new classrooms. Once inside, they curiously looked around at everything in the classroom.

"Did I sit in the second row? I can see the blackboard so clearly!"

"Hehe, I moved from the fifth row to the third row in an instant!"

Upon hearing the laughter of the students, Lin nodded in satisfaction. Regardless of the praise from American journals or the commendation from university presidents, he merely smiled and brushed it off. It was only the reactions of the users that truly made him genuinely happy. As an architect, nothing brought him more joy than the affection of the users.

After attending the ceremony, Linlou returned to the school and, together with Wenxuan and Si, completed the registration for the new semester as usual. Then they attended the class meeting. At the meeting, the class teacher Zhou Ruiqiong announced a task, "Tomorrow is the day for the freshmen to report, just like the seniors did for you last year. It's your turn to welcome the new students this year!"

"Wenxuan, I want you and a few class cadres to arrange the work well, ensuring that every new student is taken care of..." Zhou Ruiqiong quickly and decisively assigned the tasks, and then left.

Wenxuan and several class cadres discussed and allocated tasks, dividing the students in the class into several groups to take turns to guard the welcoming point at the school gate.

Back in the dorm, Su Zhongming immediately started searching for clothes. "Xiao Lou, can I borrow your shirt to wear?"

"Why does it feel like I'm going on a blind date just to welcome a new student?" Xing Ruhua muttered.

"You're already taken, but I'm still single. Who knows, maybe tomorrow I'll meet a beautiful younger female student!" Su Zhongming dreamt.

"Don't worry about him. He was instigated by Pan Hong and Hua Zi during the summer vacation. As soon as he gets off work, Pan Hong always comes to look for Hua Zi. Sometimes when they have to work overtime, they would act lovey-dovey in front of us. Zhong Ming even envies them so much that his eyes turn red!" Ma Yong explained.

It turns out that eating too much dog food made him start being amorous! Lin Lou now understands, casually tossing the key over the cabinet, "Okay, take whatever clothes you like, just wash them for me later."

Su Zhongming quickly changed his clothes and looked at himself in the mirror, "Yaxiang, do I not look cultured enough? Can I borrow your glasses to wear? Anyway, you can sleep in tomorrow morning since it's your noon shift."

"I don't mind at all, I'm just worried that you might not be able to walk properly with my glasses on!" Huang Yaxiang is quite nearsighted. Anyone who wears his glasses is sure to feel dizzy.

Su Zhongming had to reluctantly give up. He took off his clothes and neatly placed them on the bedside, muttering to himself, "I hope to meet a girl who is as sorrowful as a lilac. She should have the same color, fragrance, and melancholy as a lilac, lamenting and wandering in the rain..."

"Hurry up and go to sleep. With the moon tonight, it will definitely be sunny tomorrow!" Wenxuan Si couldn't stand him anymore.

The next day, it did not rain as expected. However, when they were welcoming the new students, they really met a girl as pretty as a lilac, dragging her luggage towards the registration point of the architecture department.

"Wow, it turns out she's from our department. I'm telling you guys not to compete with me. I'll take care of welcoming this junior sister!" Su Zhongming's eyes brightened as he began to ponder how to greet her.

"Excuse me, is this where the new students for the architecture department report?" the girl asked as she walked over.

Then, without waiting for Su Zhongming to answer, her eyes lit up suddenly, "Is this Senior Brother Lin Lou?"

"Oops, I made a mistake scheduling the update for yesterday, so I'll go ahead and post tomorrow's update for now."
Chapter 236 What to Do This Semester

"I'm Lin Lou, and you are? We haven't met before, have we?" Lin Lou was puzzled, how did she recognize me? It's not the internet era now. Even if there are a few popular figures in school, freshmen at most have only heard their names. How could she recognize me at first sight?

"Brother Lin, hello, I'm a freshman this year, my name is Liu Shiqi. In fact, I have seen you a long time ago, you just didn't know it! My dad is a teacher in the Architecture Department of Nanjing Institute of Technology. During the summer vacation, when you were giving a lecture at the school, I went to listen to it especially! So when I saw you, I immediately recognized you," the junior sister explained.

"So that's how it is! Welcome, junior sister Xu, to Tsinghua for your studies," Lin Lou finally understood. This person seemed to come from a family with a background in architecture.

"My dad originally wanted me to stay in Nanjing, but after reading Brother Lin's article in the magazine, I decided to apply to Tsinghua University. I thought I would only see Brother Lin in a few days, but I didn't expect to meet him here. Brother Lin, can you take me to cover a story?" The junior sister smiled sweetly.

Accompanied by a smile, Lin Lou seemed to hear the sound of a broken heart. Alas, Su Zhongming spent the whole morning tidying up, probably in vain. After finally meeting a beautiful girl, she didn't even give him a chance.

"Let's go then. I'll take you to handle the procedures first!" Since Junior Sister took the initiative to speak, Lin naturally couldn't refuse. He accepted Liu Shiqi's luggage and took her to handle the admission procedures first, then headed towards the girls' dormitory building. As they walked, just like Senior Lu Xudong did when he took him to report last semester, he introduced the ins and outs of the surrounding buildings to Liu Shiqi.

Liu Shiqi nodded from time to time, apparently understanding, "Brother Lin, Nanjing University of Technology also has many masterpieces. I'm sure you must have seen them when you went there last time. This is my first time seeing the buildings in Tsinghua University campus. In terms of overall style, it is indeed different from Nanjing University of Technology."

"Lin Lou!" While they were speaking, Yu Bingbing suddenly appeared in front of them, smiling as she looked at the two of them. "Are you here to welcome the new students today too? Is this student a freshman in your architecture department?"

"Um, this is Liu Shiqi, in the same dormitory building as you. Liu Shiqi, this is Yu Bingbing from the Foreign Languages Department. She is in the same dormitory as our second-year students in the department," Lin explained to them.

"Hello, Sister Yu!" Liu Shiqi saw Yu Bingbing and seemed to sense some kind of crisis.

"Hello, Senior Sister Xu!" Yu Bingbing greeted enthusiastically. "Your dormitory should be on the second floor. We happen to be upstairs. If you need anything in the future, you can come upstairs and find me."

"Thank you, senior sister!" Liu Shiqi responded politely. As for whether she would actually seek help from Hao Yubing, that remained uncertain.

"Alright, I have to go to meet the new students now, so I won't delay you guys any longer. By the way, Lin, are you still going there tonight?" Yu Bingbing took a few steps and then stopped again.

"Go ahead, we still have some food brought from home that hasn't been finished. This weather can't tolerate leaving things out for too long. It's better to deal with it sooner. If you and Xu Yingxue have time, you can come over together!" Lin Lou casually replied without much thought.

Liu Shiqi was taken to the dormitory, and then Lin Lou left. He stayed until noon after returning. His task of welcoming new students was considered complete this time. After completing the handover with Wen Xuan and the next group of people, he went to the cafeteria for a meal, then returned to the dormitory for a short nap before waking up and coming to the quadrangle.

Today, both the teachers and students are busy with the start of the new school year. It's a lot quieter here now, but before long Chen Dejiang came over, bringing a lot of things including seasonal fruits and antiques he helped Linlou collect during the summer vacation.

"The grapes grown in our village will be ready for harvest next year. Let's taste the ones from our village first. I'll wash them for you and soak them in the well water to chill before we eat." Chen Dejiang busied himself attentively.

Lin Lou didn't let him work alone, and helped him with the things he liked. He took some and placed them in the fruit tray, and then hung the rest in the well to chill before discussing business matters.

"This is the account book for the past two months," Chen Dejiang specifically came to report to him. His grandfather had taught him that reporting accounts should not be taken lightly and should be done as early as possible, so he came directly at the beginning of the school year.

"I'll take a look!" Linlou earnestly flipped through it. Since they were partners in business, it was best to be as formal as possible with the financial aspect. Setting rules would help avoid unnecessary trouble.

"The business has been doing well these few months, right? It's been increasing every month." After reading it, Lin didn't notice any problems.

"It's all thanks to your great ideas. Every time someone comes to our village to make a purchase, they take one look at my house and immediately fork over the money without a second thought. If I had stuck to just making bricks and tiles as before, I definitely wouldn't have had such good business," complimented Chen Dejiang.

"Well, this business is not as easy as making bricks. There are plenty of clay around Beijing for making bricks, but there are not many places that can produce ceramic tiles. Even if tiles from other places are transported here, the added transportation cost can't compete with yours! This business can last for several years, but if I want to continue for even longer, I need to put in more effort!" Lin Lou nodded.

"I have also thought about it. In order to run a successful and sustainable business, it's not only important to produce good quality products, but also to have a good reputation. Any tiles that come from our village must have good quality. We must not compromise our reputation for the sake of small gains." Chen Dejiang understands these principles.

"If you want things to be of good quality, you need the technical know-how. You can take some time to go to Shandong and see how they make ceramic tiles. It would be even better if you could find one or two retired master craftsmen to come and help!" Linlou remembered some articles on this topic, but practical experience still requires the help of these old masters.

"Hey, I got it. I'll make a trip to Shandong in a few days. A lot of the Shandong factories' tiles have been selling in the capital now. I've already got a good grasp of their factory situation. I know clearly which one has the best craftsmanship!" Chen Dejiang readily agreed.

Ling stayed here for dinner, chatted with everyone until after nine, and then staggered back to the dormitory. After washing up and lying down, Ling reminisced about the achievements of the past academic year.

In the field of architecture, mainly assisted I. M. Pei in completing the design and construction of the Xiangshan Hotel, and also designed a teaching building for Houkou Middle School. Collaborated with Hu Zhongping and Xu Jiaping to create a textbook titled "History of Foreign Modern Architecture," which will be used in the next semester. Additionally, won first prize in a college student architectural design competition and published several papers.

It's not easy to accomplish so much work in one year; however, the Xiangshan Hotel is nearly completed, and the textbooks have been compiled. What should I do this semester?

I am going back to my hometown for a funeral, so I won't have time to write these days. I can only update the minimum amount.
Chapter 237 Lin Lou, you go out

Over at the Outek company, the development of the third edition of CAD will take some time. Lin Qiao is keeping an eye on it in the United States, so there shouldn't be too much to worry about this semester.

School study doesn't require much effort, just attend classes as usual, and also make good use of time to learn French, striving to pass the assessment of the old lady as early as possible.

But in that case, there will be plenty of spare time. It would be a waste not to do something! I still want to do design work, but there are no bidding opportunities now. Most design tasks are assigned, and the design task at Houke Middle School last time was a special case. There shouldn't be a similar situation this year.

However, there are opportunities. Tsinghua University also has its own design institute, which undertakes a lot of design tasks. People like Hu Zhongping are multitasking, teaching at the school while completing design tasks. I'll ask them if there are suitable opportunities to bring me into the project team.

The pavilion by the water gets the moon first. The School of Architecture at Tsinghua University has always had a tradition of recruiting interns from the architecture department, although they mostly choose students in their fourth or fifth year. But as long as I can present an excellent proposal, they will definitely accept me.

It depends on luck whether you can encounter the right project. If all the projects available offer limited room for creativity and are run-of-the-mill, participating in them would just turn you into an ordinary draftsman, which would not be very meaningful.

Oh, you can also choose to participate in the architectural design competition, but Lin is not planning to participate in the national university architectural design competition this year. Participating in such competitions is like a high-level player going to a beginner's village. Even if he wins, there's not much satisfaction, so helping the school achieve honor is enough.

Then let's choose to participate in an international competition. Last year, four young lecturers from Tongji University, Yu Weiguo, Zhang Yaqing, Lu Jiwei, and Gu Ruzhen, won the Excellent Design Award at the Japan International Architectural Design Competition for their design of the Leshan Museum. We can learn from them!

Many architects have made their names through architectural design competitions, especially in this day and age. Winning an award abroad can bring much more prestige than winning one domestically, and may even lead to better opportunities.

So, when you call Lin Qiao next time, have him check for me first to see if there are any suitable competitions to participate in recently. Now, Otak company has very close relations with the professionals in the American construction industry, and there will definitely be publicity for architectural design competitions in advance. As long as the news is released, he won't be unaware of it.

So Lin decided to set participating in the architectural design competition as the key goal for this year. As for what to design in the future, it will depend on the theme given by the competition and the list of judges.

The next day was still the time for new student registration. Lin Lou didn't need to go to the entrance to help pick up new students today. He went to Xiangshan and took a look at the construction site of Xiangshan Hotel. During the summer vacation, it was always Li Qingxi who was helping out. However, Li Lan Zhou did not relax the construction requirements because of this. Coupled with Li Lan Zhou's experience in landscaping, the quality of construction during this period remained top-notch.

"The artificial hills are now in good shape, and the winding stream and toast-making pavilion have also been constructed! Look, that piece over there is the Feiyun stone specially transported from Yunnan. It was personally selected by Mr. Bei from the Yunnan Stone Forest, and it took a great deal of effort just to transport it to Beijing! It was not easy to move such a heavy stone up here, and we tried many methods at the beginning, but none of them worked," Li Lan Zhou enthusiastically introduced the recent achievements to Lin Lou.

"The stone was too large and heavy to be moved by manpower or machinery. In the end, it was Li Gong who came up with a solution to lay round logs on the mountain, tie the stone with ropes, and roll it up along the logs using the ancient method. This was how it was eventually moved to its current position."

This is the famous General Stone in Yunnan Stone Forest, also known as the Flying Cloud Stone, which imitates the meaning of the Fei Lai Stone in Huangshan. Now the stone has been transported from the southwest of the country to Beijing, lying quietly in the middle of Xiangshan Hotel, and the inscriptions on it are also crafted by famous artists.

"By the way, when we put up the sign later, let's not embed it in the stone to avoid compromising the integrity of the stone; let's just put it up next to it!" Thinking back to his visit to the Fragrant Mountain Hotel in his previous life, Linlou couldn't help but feel awkward seeing the bronze plaque on the Feiyun Stone, so he made the suggestion.

"Okay, let's do as Lin Gong said!" Li Lanzhou immediately took out his notebook and earnestly made a note. Now he completely admired Lin Lou.

"In addition to Feiyunshi and Qushui Liushang, the construction of other landscapes such as Yishu Sanying, Haitang Huawu, Song Zhu Xingnuan, and Jinlin Xibo is also near completion. The interior decoration has also started construction, and the supervision from Hyatt is very strict. However, the workers are used to it. Everyone is determined not to lose face in front of foreigners, so they are all working hard!"

"At this rate, the project will definitely be completed on schedule. The Xiangshan Hotel will be able to open to the public by the end of this year!" Li Lanzhou said proudly.

"That's good then! I'll go and say hi to all the teachers next week. It's a new semester, it wouldn't be good to miss the first class. After meeting the teachers, I will ask for leave from them. By then, let's stand our ground and strive to complete the project smoothly as soon as possible! Now that we're already back in Beijing, it's time to let Li Qingxi have a good rest."

On Monday, Lin continued to attend classes as usual. In their second year, their schedule became even more intense and the courses delved deeper into subjects such as "Architectural Design Fundamentals 3," "Architectural Mechanics," "Architectural Structures," and of course the recently updated textbook for "Modern Architectural History."

Lin Lou and Wen Xuan thought it was quite rare to see him in the classroom, especially for many classmates, especially those female classmates who didn't usually talk to him.

Some people joked, "While he's still teaching, let's take a few more glances. Maybe this semester, apart from exams, this is the only chance we'll get to see him."

After class, Linlou went to ask for leave as usual. Chairman Wu had already made arrangements in advance, so Linlou was polite when speaking, and the teachers did not give him a hard time. After inquiring about the progress of the construction at Xiangshan Restaurant, they approved his leave.

I was a little surprised when it was time for "History of Modern Foreign Architecture". Xu Jiaping came in holding the teaching materials, and when he saw Lin Lou in the classroom, he paused for a moment, then joked, "Lin Lou, what are you doing here? Do you still need to attend this class? Hurry up and leave, so I won't feel guilty teaching everyone!"

As soon as the words were spoken, everyone burst into laughter.

The second update will be a little later today, as I have to return from the countryside before I can start writing.
Chapter 238: New Project

"I'll just give you full marks for this year's exam since you are the one who wrote the textbook. How can I even assess you? If your answers don't match the standard ones on the paper, how am I supposed to grade you? If I mark it wrong, I'll feel guilty. If I mark it right, it wouldn't be fair to the other students. It's better for you not to take the exam at all."

Why is he able to get a full mark without attending a single class? Liu Di felt very resentful, but when he saw the name on the textbook, he had nothing to say. After all, we are studying a book made by others.

"Teacher, then I'll take off!" Linlou could only smile and left the classroom with the teaching materials he had written, without returning to the dormitory. He simply went to learn French at Ms. Xie Shuhua's house.

In the blink of an eye, it's already the weekend. Now that we are sophomores, my roommates no longer gather for group activities, but are busy with their own affairs. Xing Ruhua has changed into clean clothes to go to the park and watch a movie with Pan Hong. Ma Yong and Su Zhongming are working part-time jobs to support themselves. Wen Xuansi is preparing to go home, while others are either going to the library to study or engaging in some physical activity.

Lin Lou then went to the telephone office to make a call. He chatted with Lin Qiao about the recent situation at Ottoke Company, and also asked him to inquire about any architectural design competitions that he could participate in recently.

After making the phone call, I went straight to the quadrangle. By then, Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and others were already chatting in the yard. Linlou also joined in soon after. After chatting for a while, we heard someone knocking on the door from outside, "Excuse me, is Mr. Linlou here?"

"I'm here, I'm here. The door isn't locked, just come on in!" Lin hurriedly replied, then saw a foreigner in a suit and tie with golden hair walking in.

"Mr. Lin, your house is really beautiful! If I work in Beijing, I must rent a house here!" As soon as the foreigner entered, he kept complimenting.

"Andrew, what brings you here? Oh, is there progress with the Shanghai matter?" It was none other than Andrew, the senior client manager of Standard Chartered Bank. Lin led him to the upstairs lounge and served tea and snacks.

"Thank you," Andrew nodded and thanked. Then, he took out a pile of documents from his bag and handed them to Mr. Lin. "Mr. Lin, these are the recent data we collected about the old mansion. We thought it would be inconvenient to discuss on the phone, so we brought it to you. In addition, there is also news about the Mahler villa. They are willing to sell the villa, but there are some differences in the payment method."

Lin nodded and gestured for him to continue, "The Shanghai municipal government is very supportive of us paying for housing in US dollars, but the Youth League is a bit unhappy because after the municipal government receives the US dollars, they return it to them in RMB. They feel that the Youth League also has a need for international exchanges and want to keep the US dollars in their own hands."

"这样就产生了矛盾，最后团委一赌气，说让他们搬也行，但是新办公楼的方案必须获得他们的认可，市里面让设计院出了好几套方案他们都不太满意，事情就卡在这里了！原本我提议请香江或者英国的设计师来设计这个项目，但他们又觉得设计费太贵了。"

"So, as long as we can come up with an office building plan that meets their approval, we can secure the Maler villa?" Lin's eyes lit up at the thought; this was definitely good news.

"Yes, but it seems that the gentleman is not going to easily give in; however, there's no need to worry. The city is in great need of foreign exchange, so they will put pressure on the gentleman. At most, it will just take some extra time. Eventually, the Ma villa will be yours," said Andrew politely.

"So, if I can come up with a suitable solution, they will be able to sign the agreement as soon as possible?" I've been thinking about finding a project from there earlier this year, and now it's coming to me.

"As long as they approve, it's fine. With your capabilities, completing such a small project should be easy," Andrew complimented, then produced a set of data. "Here is the survey data for the land plot, as well as the design requirements for the office building."

He has everything prepared. In fact, he came to Beijing with the idea of asking for Linlou's help in design. Since Linlou found him at Standard Chartered Bank, he collected Linlou's information and investigated his background as quickly as possible.

He turned out to be a major shareholder of Outek Corporation. Once Outek Corporation goes public, Lin Lou is bound to become a multi-millionaire. It's not easy to come across such high-quality clients in today's China, so Andrew immediately upgraded Lin Lou's client status, determined to provide him with better service.

Considering that he is a student in the architecture department and is so passionate about architectural design, he must be in great need of practical opportunities. Therefore, Andrew took the initiative to fight for a project for him.

"When do they need it?" Lin flipped through the materials carefully, not only seeing the contents Andrew had mentioned but also finding detailed analysis of the preferences and personalities of several key leaders of the youth league committee. This would be very helpful for him to successfully pass the plan.

"There's no strict time limit, but it's better to do it quickly. Firstly, the city urgently needs foreign exchange, and secondly, other design institutes in Shanghai are also working on this project," Andrew reminded.

"No problem, today I will carefully study the materials and then produce a draft early!" Finally, there's a project to work on, Linlou excitedly rubbed his hands together.

Then Lin Lou started to study the information of the old Western-style house. After a period of preparation, this time Andrew brought out a much better old house than the last time, and Lin Lou was really interested in a few sets.

"Don't worry, I will immediately contact the owners as soon as I get back and strive to secure these properties for you as soon as possible," Andrew solemnly noted the names of these old western-style houses in his notebook. "Some of these old houses are privately owned, while others have public ownership rights. However, we will formulate practical acquisition plans based on the specific circumstances."

"After taking it down, first maintain it like the residential buildings in Wudake, and then make corresponding modifications according to the specific situation of these houses. It's really a waste to just leave the houses there. They can be transformed into restaurants, cafes, galleries, or high-end social venues for business operations."

On the one hand, it can recover costs as soon as possible, and on the other hand, it can also ensure long-term popularity of the houses. Once houses are left unoccupied for a long time, various problems may arise. With so many houses and limited occupants, using this method is the only solution.

Of course, similar to the residences of Wudak, there are several rooms in each house that are not open to the public, for their own and their friends' accommodation when they visit Shanghai.

"I will go back now and make a phone call to let my colleagues start acting first. I will come visit you tomorrow!"

Thank you for the tips from "随意随你", "星辰耀九天", "新鱼香肉丝", "剑魂平台", and "猎猫子". I will continue with five more updates tomorrow.
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After Andrew left, Lin Lou came down with some materials and distributed them to everyone. "Teachers, there is a new project recently. I wonder if anyone is interested?"

During their reading time, Linlou began to introduce the background, "This project is different from the teaching building of Houku Middle School. It is not directly assigned to us. We need to obtain the approval of Party A. At the same time, the design institute in Shanghai is also working on the proposal. If we fail to win the bid, our efforts will be in vain."

"This is similar to the situation in foreign countries. In my opinion, this method is better as it allows the first party to obtain a better solution. Unlike now, where it's all about designated design institutes, and whether they do a good job or not, it's all a matter of luck." said Li Qingxi.

His words met with unanimous agreement from the other teachers. They were all young architects and, if they followed the old way of assigning tasks, they would only slowly accumulate experience, and the best projects would be taken by those senior architects with more experience.

But if it is changed to a architectural design competition, it's a whole different story. The decision of who will be in charge of the project will depend on the quality of the designs. As long as they can come up with a good plan, they may surpass those experienced architects and win the project. Once they secure a big project, they can make a name for themselves in one go, without the need to endure years of qualifications.

"But now, to do the project, we still need to have an organization, right? Are we going to be affiliated with that organization?" Jin Qiuxiang asked. Currently, private architectural design firms have not been deregulated, and it is not compliant for individuals to take on projects independently. They can only be affiliated with a certain design institute, pay some fees, and then take on projects under the name of the design institute.

"I'll go to our department and ask! But I don't think it will be easy," said Li Qingxi, frowning. He has only been at Tsinghua Design Institute for a few years and doesn't have much influence.

"I will go to the city court and ask," Linlou said. Previously, he had done some favors for the city court's training, so he could leverage that relationship. "If that doesn't work, I'll give Mr. Bei a call."

"If Mr. Bei is willing to help, that would be much better, it would sound great to say it out!" Everyone became relaxed; after all, the reputation of the foreign design institute is quite impressive and surely can command respect.

If it doesn't work out, I will ask Andrew to help purchase a small architectural firm in Hong Kong, and then use their name to take on projects. We can lower the design fees if necessary. Right now, the most important thing is to establish our reputation before focusing on making money.

"Wait until tomorrow when we're at work, let's go ask around and first resolve the nominal issues. Then we'll arrange for someone to go to Shanghai to have a look on site. Even though there are photos in the materials, it's still different to see them in person." reminded Hu Zhongping.

"I'll go. Several teachers have teaching tasks, and they are also busy at the design institute. It might be difficult for them to take leave. As for me, the Xiangshan Hotel doesn't have much work recently, so I can be more flexible." Lin volunteered.

Early the next morning, Linlou went to the city's court. When Wen Qi and Zhang Ge saw him coming, they quickly greeted him, "Professor Lin, how come you have time to come over today?"

"Is Dean Qiu here? I have something to discuss with Dean Qiu!" Lin glanced at their drawing desk. Compared to when they first met last year, their drawing skills have greatly improved.

"I'm here, I'm here. I'll take you there!" The two of them took him over and helped him knock on Dean Qiu's door.

"Oh, it's Teacher Lin. Wow, you're such a rare visitor. It's been so long since you last came. Please have a seat." Dean Qiu greeted with a big smile, pulling Lin to sit down, and asking his secretary to bring out his treasured tea leaves for Lin to brew.

"I also read those articles in American magazines. Thanks to you, our institution's reputation has spread to the United States. But this time doesn't really count. If you could come to our institution after you graduate, it would be great." Dean Qiu thanked Linlou with a smile. Although the teaching building of Houkuzhong Middle School is managed by the Linlou team, it bears the name of the Municipal Institution. As a result, the Municipal Institution has also gained some attention.

"If it weren't for your help, this project wouldn't have been able to pass! The official seal of the municipal court is stamped on the design drawings, so they also deserve some credit. It's only right to give them some recognition."

After exchanging pleasantries, Lin explained the purpose of his visit, "Director Qiu, I actually came to ask for your help. I've come across another project recently and I'd like to participate in the bidding process under the name of the municipal court."

Linlou explained the whole situation, and he wasn't afraid of competing with the municipal court for the project. Nowadays, except for some major projects, the design institute doesn't have the intention of competing for projects at other times. They are already unable to complete the tasks assigned by their superiors, so how could they have the time to think about other things? Moreover, this project is also located in another city.

"Haha, if our Beijing Design Institute can win the design project in Shanghai, I'll have to make fun of Mr. Wang from the Shanghai institute next time I see him!" Director Qiu laughed as soon as he heard this. The relationship between Beijing and Shanghai is quite delicate, and it also affects the relationship between the two design institutes.

In the past, they both had to be discreet when meeting, but now that Lin has provided such an opportunity, Director Qiu is naturally happy. He said, "If it were someone else asking me to collaborate, I would have to think about it, but since it's you, Lin, asking, I will definitely agree. Your ability is absolutely not a problem!"

Affiliation also carries risks. If anything goes wrong, the City Court will be held responsible. That's why Director Qiu rarely gives his consent. But it's different for Director Lin. Not to mention the favor owed to the City Court, Director Qiu also recognizes Lin's strong design skills. Working with him will not only ensure no problems arise but also has the potential to enhance the City Court's reputation, like what happened with the construction of the Houku Middle School teaching building.

"Submit the application, I'll approve it for you. As for the money, you can pay when the project funds arrive." Director Qiu readily agreed and then inquired about Lin's recent situation. He insisted on treating him to a lunch before letting Lin leave.

"Thank you, Dean Qiu! I will bring the application and the money over later. It is guaranteed that I will do a good job on this project and will not disgrace our institution!"

Upon hearing the words "our city hospital," Director Qiu was extremely happy. Although he has not graduated yet, this can be considered a good start. As he becomes more familiar with the city hospital, he will definitely be given priority consideration when it comes to job placement upon graduation.

Back at the quadrangle courtyard, I pushed the door open and was about to see if any teachers were in the courtyard to share the good news with, but I saw several workers busy in the yard.

"What are you guys doing?" Lin Lou asked in confusion. "I didn't ask for you guys, did I?"

"Your phone is being installed right now. Soon it will be ready, and you can try it later." said the leading worker.

Continue repaying the debt today.
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"Install a phone? When did I ask someone to install one?" Lin Lou became even more puzzled. It's not easy to install a phone these days, especially a private phone. To install a phone, one's rank is considered. Only cadres at the county level and above can apply for a home phone. But now, there are too few phone lines. Many leaders in Beijing can only wait in line, and it's very common to use connections to get approval for phone installation.

By this year, with the deepening of reform and opening up, the number of wealthy individuals has slowly increased, and they also have a growing demand for telephones. More and more people want to install telephones, but the telephone lines have not increased much. It has become even more difficult to install telephones, and delays of several months to half a year are common. There have been cases where some users have been unable to install a telephone for three to five years.

Even affecting the installation of public units, it is said that at that time, a province built a large restaurant in Beijing, but it could not open because there was no telephone. They had to specially request the leader of the telephone company before they were finally able to get two lines installed.

So Linlou asked around, and the best-case scenario would still require queuing for almost half a year. He couldn't find any connections for the time being, so he could only take a number and wait patiently. But why did he suddenly come over to install the phone for himself today?

"Mr. Lin, I'm sorry for bringing them over without your consent. I took the liberty, but it's really inconvenient for you not to have a phone here. Now you can contact your brother from home," Andrew explained as he emerged from the room. He had helped set up a phone that could make international calls.

To maintain good relations with customers, it's not enough to just handle the tasks they have assigned. You need to understand what the client is thinking and address their urgent needs. By helping solve their problems before they even ask, you can build trust. This is what Andrew learned during his training, and he applied these principles to his work with Linlou.

When he visited the courtyard yesterday, he didn't see a phone. Then, considering Linlou's background, he was certain that Linlou definitely had this need. So he immediately went to find the telephone office.

Nowadays, the installation of telephones for general department-level leaders requires queuing. However, foreign guests are given special preferential treatment because the country urgently needs foreign investment. The authorities are eager for as many foreigners as possible to come to Beijing, as more arrivals will naturally bring in more capital. Therefore, the procedures were completed at the fastest speed, and workers have arrived today to install the phones.

"Thank you then, how much is the installation fee? I'll bring it to you!" Surprisingly, this phone really solved the big problem in the Lin household. Having a telephone at home will make communication much more convenient in the future.

Installation of telephones is not cheap nowadays, often costing hundreds or even thousands of yuan, which could rival the cost of a house. The installation fees for international long-distance calls are even more expensive. There's no way around it, as domestic technology is not advanced, and everything needs to be imported these days.

Before ZTE entered the field, China's telephone exchanges were a paradise for foreign products and a hotbed of corruption. First-line exchanges were sold at high prices of up to $500, making it easy for others to profit off of your hard work. This led to ordinary people not being able to afford telephone calls, and having to grit their teeth to pay exorbitant installation fees.

In this regard, the TV series "The Great Ruler" provides a detailed description. After leaving the army, Zhong Yuemin joins Li Yuanzhao's Zhengrong Group and works in this business. Those who have watched the TV series will surely remember.

"No need, it's just a trivial matter. Consider it a little gift from Standard Chartered Bank to you. I hope you like it." Since we're doing a favor, it should be done properly. Compared to the benefits that can be brought to Standard Chartered Bank and oneself by Mr. Lin, what is the cost of this little gesture?

Besides, the bank originally has a budget for maintaining large clients. Since it can be used, why not use it? Anyway, it's not like he's paying for it himself, so Andrew is naturally happy to do a favor.

Linlou didn't insist on it. Just the transaction of the residence of Wudak and the future management could make Standard Chartered Bank earn a lot of money, so there was no need to be particular about such trivial matters, so exchanging a few pleasantries would be enough.

"Mr. Steve, the phone has been connected. You can give it a try. If there's any problem, we will adjust it immediately!" As he was speaking, the workers had already finished the installation.

"Thank you, everyone, for your hard work. Have some drinks first," Lin handed out a few bottles of Beibingyang soda and also handed over a pack of Daqianmen cigarettes.

These workers were not too surprised, as they were accustomed to such treatment when they went there. Installing a telephone was more luxurious than buying a house in the future, so what did eating and drinking matter?

"Your number is 82-131*. In the future, if anyone needs to contact you, they can just call this number!" The worker pointed at the number on the phone and said.

"In Beijing, there are a total of 8 police stations, with telephone station numbers ranging from 2 to 9 using Arabic numerals. 1 and 0 are reserved for special services. In 1959, the telephone numbers in Beijing increased from five digits to six digits. In your area, which is in Haidian district, the first two digits of the telephone number are 82."

"If you're calling from within the city, just dial 82-131*; if you're calling from other cities, you'll need to add the area code, for Beijing it's 01, so your number would be 01-82-131*; for international calls, you'll need to add 086 in front." The worker patiently explained to him that the current area code for phone numbers is still two digits, and it will only be upgraded to 010 in a few years.

"The rates are the same for calling out: add 20 for Guangzhou, 21 for Shanghai, 22 for Tianjin, 23 for Chongqing, 24 for Shenyang, 25 for Nanjing, 27 for Wuhan, 28 for Chengdu, 29 for Xi'an..."

"Why isn't there a number 26?" Linlou asked curiously after listening for a while.

"You've asked the right person. If you ask some young folks, I bet they wouldn't have a clue!" The lead worker chuckled proudly. "The 26 prefix is reserved for the reclaimed Taiwan. When we get Taiwan back, the 26 prefix will come in handy."

"Changsha, Ningbo, Suzhou, Qingdao, Xiamen, and Shenzhen all want to have this area code, but the authorities refused to give it to them. The two-digit number is also a symbol of the city's status. Just by looking at the area code, it gives the feeling that those cities have a higher status."

As the capital, Beijing's area code starts with the number 1, making it unique. The other nine cities with area codes starting with 2 are all regional centers. As for those with area codes starting from 3 onwards, they consist of three digits.

So that's how it is. When I first noticed the lack of area code 026, I was just curious and didn't seriously think about the reason. I didn't expect to figure it out this time.

"These are some commonly used phone numbers in our country. Keep them in case you need to make a call." The worker handed over a thick yellow pages book.

"Thank you!" Linlou picked up the phone, dialed the area code of Nanjiang City, and then asked the operator to transfer the call to Lin Shengbin's office. After a while, the call was finally connected on the other end. "Dad, it's me, Xiaolou. I've installed the phone."
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"You have money, but..." Lin Shengbin instinctively wanted to make a criticism, but then he thought about how the two brothers are now running a company together, and there is indeed a demand for this, so he quickly changed his tune, "How come you got the Beijing An phone so quickly? Weren't you saying you had to wait for six months last time?"

"Someone helped, so it was faster! Otherwise, let's install one at our home too. Otherwise, sometimes I can't find anyone to chat with at night." Lin said persuasively.

"That's going to have to wait in line. Even if we can get it done, I reckon our home will be even busier in the future," Lin Shengbin said with a chuckle. Currently, in their unit's residential building, only the head of the household has a private phone line. Both work-related and personal matters are directed to his home after work hours.

After receiving the phone call, he quickly leaned against the window and shouted, "Hey, it's your call, so-and-so." Then the person who heard it hurried over to answer the call. As time passed, even a strong voice couldn't hold on.

If there is an urgent matter that requires making a phone call, I would still have to run to the leader's house and say, "Leader, sorry to bother you, but I have an urgent call to make." What else could the leader say? They would have to let me make the call.

Although the average person encounters emergencies infrequently, with so many people living together in the unit, the frequency adds up, making it difficult for the leadership to have peace almost every day.

The leader is not to be disturbed unless it's a special circumstance. If Lin Shengbin's house installs a telephone, many people will likely stop visiting the leader's house and instead call Lin Shengbin's house. This would make the leader happy but Lin Shengbin would feel upset.

"Hi, our home is already lively, so a little more liveliness won't hurt. After all, you're all used to it, right?" Since Lin bought an imported TV for the family, the neighbors on both sides would come over right after dinner, filling the small living room to the brim. In such a situation, a few more phone calls wouldn't be a bother.

Lin Lou passed over his phone number and said, "If you need anything in the future, just call this number. I should be available before 10 o'clock in the evening." After 10 o'clock, unless there are special circumstances, Lin Lou's usual routine is to return to the dormitory.

Hung up the phone, Linlou said to the worker, "No problem with domestic long distance, let me try international long distance!" Then he called Linqiao again, and this time the transfer time was even longer.

After the call connected, I gave him my phone number as before and asked about recent developments. "The company is running smoothly. Although we've encountered some minor issues in the development of the new version of CAD, they can all be resolved. It's just a matter of time. As for the architectural competition, I've been inquiring about it for you. Some people have mentioned a few recently, but they are relatively small in scale and influence. I will let you know when there is a suitable one."

"No problem, international long-distance calls are available. You've all worked hard." After the test concluded, Mr. Lin expressed his gratitude to the workers. "It's not early now, you might as well have dinner here."

"No need, no need. We still need to install a telephone for the next household. If there's no problem, then it's fine. If there are any issues in the future, just call this number." The workers left their phone number and departed.

"Mr. Lin, I will be returning to Shanghai shortly. I will contact you by phone if there are any updates in the future!" Andrew had already exceeded his mission and was planning to leave.

"I'm going to Shanghai in a couple of days, can you help me book a flight ticket?" Although Linlou has taken a plane before, it was for going abroad and could be purchased with a visa and an invitation letter, but things are different now.

Nowadays, taking a plane is just like taking a soft sleeper, both require a certain level and an introduction letter. He can't buy it even if he has the money, he can only ask Andrew for help. It's more convenient to buy tickets from foreign banks.

"No problem, what date do you need the ticket for? I will have someone deliver it to you right away!" Andrew immediately took out his notebook to make a note. For bankers, serving high-end clients is just like serving their fathers.

"I haven't made up my mind yet. Let's discuss it tonight and I'll call you. Helping clients buy tickets and book hotels is a routine service provided by banks to high-level clients. Since we can use it, why not?"

The Linlou could also get a soft sleeper ticket from Qibaocheng, but it is still early before the high-speed rail is opened. The train has not been sped up, and it takes more than a day to travel from Beijing to Shanghai, which is too long.

After Andrew left, Lin went to the market to buy some things, then chilled some beer in the well, set up the barbecue, and busied himself. Just as the meat on the grill started to emit a delicious aroma, Hu Zhongping and Li Qingxi arrived.

When they saw Linlou barbecuing inside, they skillfully started to busy themselves. Some went inside to move tables and chairs, some took out the tape recorder to play music, and some took over Linlou's work.

Hand the skewers to Li Qingxi," Lin Lou said, "There are two pieces of good news to tell everyone. The director of the city court has agreed to our affiliation. Teacher Hu, can you help me with the application, and then find some time to deliver it to Director Qiu? Then this matter will be settled."

"Okay, I'll start writing in a moment! I'll send it over tomorrow. What's the other good news?" Hu Zhongping said as he skewered the meat with a toothpick.

"We have installed a telephone in our courtyard. In the future, anyone who wants to make a phone call can come to the courtyard. You can make both domestic and international long-distance calls, and local calls are free. Each person can make 15 minutes of domestic long-distance calls per month, and international long-distance calls are at their own expense." Let's consider this as a benefit for them. An excellent architect must have a strong team by his side. Since Linlou is not convenient for giving them money, we can only use this opportunity to build better relationships."

As time goes on, the relationship between these young teachers and myself will definitely become better. When I open my own architectural firm in the future, I will make sure to invite them over, and they will definitely consider it seriously.

"Can it still make international long-distance calls? Local and domestic long-distance calls are not an issue. The office phones at the school can all make calls, it's just not convenient to make too many. But for international long-distance calls, there are fewer options. Now there is one available in the courtyard, which makes it much more convenient."

“Every time I call my sweetheart, I have to spend a whole day waiting in line at the telephone office. From now on, I'll just make calls from here.” Jin Qiuxiang was very happy. Her lover had gone abroad for further studies and wouldn't be back for another year. Every time she made a call, it was a headache for her. Now that there's a phone in the yard, it finally solves her big problem.

"I'll borrow the phone first. My cousin went to the phone company last time and waited in line all day, but still didn't get a turn. I'd rather have him come here to make the call." Hu Zhongping quickly put down the kebabs and ran inside to make the call.

Roughly two hours later, Lin Lou and Hu Zhongping were happily eating barbecue and drinking beer in the yard, while outside the phone booth, a long line had formed of people waiting to make international calls.
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Hu Zhongping and his colleagues are all teachers at Tsinghua University. Most of their friends are also teachers at Tsinghua University. Many of these teachers have friends and classmates who studied abroad and they need to keep in touch with them. However, it takes too much time to make calls at the phone office, and it's not easy to make personal calls using the office phone, so most of the time they can only hold it in.

Now there is a phone in Lin Building, which is much more convenient. Although there is still a queue, it is much shorter than the queue outside the telephone office. International calls are very expensive, so no one wants to hold the line for too long. Usually, people talk for only one or two minutes before ending the call, and it's quickly their turn.

"Xiao Lin, this time I really have to thank you. I went to the telephone office three times before, missed the first two times, and finally made it on the third try. The person over there had stepped out when I arrived, but today I finally managed to get in touch!" After the call, people came over one by one to express their gratitude.

"No need to be polite, Teacher Liu. Have you eaten yet? How about we eat together?" These young teachers, as long as nothing unexpected happens, will definitely become leaders in their respective fields in the future. It will be very beneficial to build a good relationship with them.

"No, no, I've already taken advantage of you so much, it's embarrassing to keep freeloading off of you! Tomorrow, I'll bring some food and drinks over, and we can have a good chat," said Teacher Liu politely.

"Hey, stop with the formalities. If you keep acting pretentious, the next time you call, I'll just unplug the phone!" Feng Shaoping stood up, hooked his neck, and forcefully sat him down. Without saying a word, he handed him a large glass of beer. "Here, drink up before we talk!"

So, today's quadrangle is even more lively, becoming a big gathering for young teachers at Tsinghua University, and the name Lin Lou is also starting to move beyond the architecture department and become known to more Tsinghua teachers.

The next day, after waiting in the yard for a while, someone rode over on a bicycle to deliver the plane tickets to Linlou. He had already made arrangements last night and planned to rush to Shanghai as soon as possible to see the scene. Today, Andrew had someone deliver the plane tickets, which were for an afternoon flight.

After having lunch, Lin hurried to the airport. The school had already made arrangements, and there wouldn't be any issues at the Xiangshan Hotel for a day or two. He could go to Shanghai to see the site with peace of mind.

This is his first time boarding at the capital airport. Previously, he only came to pick someone up. After arriving at the airport, he followed the signs to the check-in counter, submitted his ticket and introduction letter, and passed smoothly to the boarding gate.

Most of the people queuing with him are middle-aged individuals over the age of 40. Judging from their conversations, it is apparent that they are all cadres, and of fairly high rank.

When entering the waiting hall, someone snapped a lighter and lit a cigarette, handing out a few to the person who was talking just now. This startled Lin and yet the airport staff showed no reaction, smiling as they watched them enter.

There weren't many security checks, and there were no indoor smoking bans. You could smoke not only in the waiting hall but also on the plane with no problem. It wasn't until a few accidents occurred in the future that the relevant regulations became strict.

Linlou felt a bit unsure about the age gap between him and the others, so he closed his eyes to rest when he reached the waiting hall. However, instead of approaching others, someone approached him. A middle-aged man in a Zhongshan suit came over and struck up a conversation, "Comrade, are you also going to Shanghai? Is it for a business trip?"

He spoke with some doubt, looking at Linlou's age, it did not seem to meet the standard for flying on an airplane, right? Linlou opened his eyes and responded, "Yes, it can be considered a business trip! I have to hurry, so I can only take a plane."

"That's a coincidence, I'm also on this flight! Do you smoke? My name is Sun Jiang, I work in the oil department. This time I'm going to Shanghai to receive a batch of imported equipment. What unit are you from? What's your business in Shanghai?" Sun Jiang handed a cigarette to Lin Lou.

Lin Lou declined the offer several times before finally rejecting it. He said, "My name is Lin Lou, from the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University. I am going to Shanghai to discuss a construction project."

Sun Jiang took out a lighter, lit it, and took a deep puff before starting to chat with Linlou. However, as they chatted, his gaze often wandered to Linlou's camera. After a while, he felt they had become somewhat familiar, so he pointed to the camera and asked, "Hey Lin, could you do me a favor and take a couple of photos for me?"

"I have to tell you, this is my first time flying. I should keep some memories, right? I will pay for the film, and I also have some industrial vouchers. Or when we get to Shanghai, I can buy you a new one."

"No problem, how do you want to take it?" I said, "No wonder you came to chat with me. Many people around us are watching them. I believe as long as Lin Lou agrees, others will immediately come over. It's rare to take a plane nowadays, and everyone wants to commemorate it."

"Thank you. When I return to Beijing, I'll treat you to a meal!" Sun Jiang quickly straightened his clothes and positioned himself near the airport. He slightly turned his body, seemingly planning to get Linlou to help him take photos of the planes parked at the airport.

Unfortunately, before Lin Lou could even press the shutter, airport staff came over to stop them. It turned out that photography is still not allowed at the airport. A sigh rose from the crowd, as it seemed that there was more than just one person planning to take photos.

Once on the plane, Sun Jiang rushed to sit by the window as soon as he entered, regardless of whether it was his assigned seat, insisting that Lin Lou take a photo before discussing anything else.

The person whose spot was taken didn't argue with him. Instead, they stood there with a smiling face, waiting for him to finish taking the photo. Then they quickly asked Lin Lou, "Comrade, can you take a picture for me too?"

"I'll take one too. Here's the money and the address. After taking the photo, just send it to this address." Someone even had an envelope ready, with the address and money stuffed inside, ready to hand it to Lin Lou and wait for him to take the photo.

The flight attendants had to come over to stop them, saying, "Comrades, we understand your desire to take photos, but we are still boarding now. You are blocking the passage. Can you wait for a while and take the photos after the flight is stable? It will look better with the blue sky and white clouds once we're in the air."

It seems that Lin and the others were not the first to take photos on the plane. The flight attendants had already rehearsed their responses, so everyone had to give up and return to their seats.

After the cabin was closed, the flight attendant began to distribute items. Each person was given a small folding fan with a metal handle, a white paper box with five packs of cigarettes marked with the emblem of China Civil Aviation, and a beautiful tie clip.

Cigarettes are for smoking, tie clips are souvenirs, but what is this fan for? Linlou is puzzled.
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After the plane took off, Lin quickly realized that the air conditioning was not powerful enough due to the outdated aircraft model being used. It was summer, and with the scorching sun shining through, the cabin felt like a steamer. People were sweating profusely, but thankfully the handheld fan came in handy, providing some relief with its whirring.

The plane had just stabilized when the stewardess pushed a cart out. Lin Lou looked at the stewardess from a distance and couldn't help but take out his camera to take two pictures. Nowadays, the stewardess uniform is still quite interesting.

The uniform is blue, somewhat resembling the attire of railway staff, with epaulets on the shoulders adorned with different emblems, possibly representing different ranks, like military officers. Over the blue uniform, there is a white lace apron, resembling a maid's outfit. The combination of these two completely different types of clothing creates a strangely wonderful feeling.

"Comrade, would you like to have juice, soda, or alcohol?" Before long, the stewardess arrived at the Lin Building with a small cart, pointing at the Maotai and other drinks on the cart and asked.

Yes, nowadays airlines still offer alcoholic beverages on their flights. On international flights, they even give each person a bottle of Maotai. When Linlou and Linqiao went out, they also brought Maotai with them, and in the end they gave it all to John-Walker; if this kind of activity continues in 2020, maybe the money spent on the ticket can be earned back just by this bottle of Maotai.

"Give me a drink, please!" said the passenger next to Lin. Just as he took out a cigarette, the flight attendant quickly picked up a lighter to light it for him. The service was quite attentive.

Before long, the cabin began to fill with smoke. Lin Lou had no choice but to take out a cigarette from the pack and start smoking. Well, smoking firsthand is always healthier than inhaling secondhand smoke, right?

The flight attendant finished pouring the drinks, and Lin Lou started to busily take photos for the passengers. Each of them was prepared, and as he took their photos, they handed over money, vouchers, and pieces of paper with addresses written on them. Lin Lou added a number to each of them to avoid making mistakes later on.

As the plane landed at Shanghai Airport, Lin Lou had become the most popular passenger on the plane. As they were about to disembark, one after the other came over to greet him, "Xiao Lin, is there a car arranged by the company to pick you up? If not, you can ride in my car. I'll have the driver drop you off at the entrance."

"No need, no need, the car is already waiting outside!" Linlou quickly expressed his gratitude. When he called Andrew to help book the tickets, Andrew had already mentioned that he would not let Linlou take the bus to the city.

Carefully collect the addresses of those people together with the rolls of film. Follow the team off the plane, and as soon as you come out, you see Andrew waiting outside. Seeing Lin Lou waving, "Mr. Lin, over here, over here!"

When they reached outside, a group of people were surrounding the car sent by Andrew, examining it. Standard Chartered Bank is a British bank, so naturally they use British cars. This time, a Lotus was sent over. In today's predominantly Japanese car market in China, the Lotus stands out, like a firefly in the dark night, attracting attention.

"Wow, not only did a foreigner come to pick him up, but he's also riding in a foreign car. No wonder he didn't want to ride in my car. Where did Xiao Lin come from? He's definitely not just a Tsinghua staff member!" Just now, the person who invited Lin Lou whispered to his friend, "If he knew that Lin Lou is still a student, he would definitely be even more surprised."

"Mr. Lin, it's getting late today, and we won't be able to see much if we go to the site. How about we go to the Wudak Residence first and see if you have any thoughts on the current state of the residence?" After getting on the car, Andrew asked.

"Sure, I'm a bit hungry myself. Let's taste the chef's skills first!" Andrew was very efficient. During the national tour of Lind Lou, he had already cleaned up the Wallace Residence and brought a cook from Hong Kong to transform the restaurant, which was already open for business.

"Chef William Ramsey used to work at the Peninsula Hotel, skilled not only in Western cuisine but also in Cantonese cuisine. He has also studied local Shanghai cuisine with several famous chefs. His dishes have always been well received by the celebrities of Hong Kong. We believe you will be satisfied after trying it. Of course, if you don't like it, we can immediately change the chef. The master bedroom upstairs has also been prepared for you. You can stay here today!"

Andrew's answer made Linlou suspect if he had studied at the Butler Academy, the arrangements were flawless, perhaps the British are truly gifted in this regard!

The car quickly and smoothly drove towards the downtown area. When it arrived at the entrance of the Wooduck Residence, they saw many people queuing outside. It looks like the restaurant is doing good business.

"Mr. Ramsey's skills are also very popular among the citizens of Shanghai! Although it is only a trial operation at the moment, the restaurant is almost fully booked every day from lunch to afternoon tea and then dinner. Based on the current situation, it is estimated that you will soon recoup the cost of purchasing this residential property," Andrew said with modesty.

"Your professional capabilities are indeed reliable. I'm sure if you let Lin handle it himself, it won't be that easy to get it done. Not to mention, he alone won't be able to persuade the chef from Hong Kong to come over."

"Mr. Lin, welcome. "Walking through the crowd to the door, the greeter hurriedly opened the door for them. It seemed that Andrew had already informed them of Mr. Lin's arrival in advance, otherwise this person would not recognize him for sure.

"Thank you," Lin said, and prepared to go in.

"Do you know how to line up? Don't cut in line!" However, the old gentleman next to him, dressed in a suit, wearing a top hat, and wearing loafers with a slicked-back hair, was not happy.

"Sorry, sir, Mr. Lin has an appointment and is not cutting in line," the greeter explained politely.

"Appointment? You can make appointments? How come I didn't know about this?" The old man was stunned.

"Since we are currently in the trial operation phase, appointment services are only available to a limited number of people," the greeter explained again.

Lin Lou stopped in his tracks and looked with great interest at the old man. This kind of Shanghai resident has a special name, called "Old Ke Le," while Beijing is known for producing "Old Pao," and Shanghai is known for producing "Old Ke Le."

The Shanghai School writer Cheng Naishan vividly described the characteristics of the elderly in her book, "They walk with a straight posture, wear checked shirts, always send their clothes to the dry cleaner, trousers must have two ironed seams, and their leather shoes are meticulously polished; no matter how poor they are, they still maintain a gentlemanly demeanor and lifestyle."

The term was originally used to describe those middle-aged white-collar workers who have returned from overseas, have worldly experience, and possess modern consciousness and gentlemanly style. They typically have decent jobs and earn a high income, so they dress well, and have more pursuits in leisure life and culture.

This kind of person can be seen in Linlou a lot in the future, but I didn’t expect to see it now.
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The "Kerr" in "Lao Kerr" is a loanword. There are many theories about the origin of this word. Some say it is transliterated from the meaning of "collar" as a staff member, while others explain it as coming from the meaning of "class."

There is also the unit of measurement carat, which is said to originate from the diamond. One carat is equal to 200 milligrams. In old Shanghai, diamonds weighing over 3 carats were very rare and expensive. So whenever these "top-quality goods" could be seen in a jewelry store, the craftsmen in the store would give a thumbs-up and say, "This is an old carat."

This habit has also influenced the later generations of Shanghai residents, leading to the largest petite bourgeois class in the country. They work in luxurious office buildings during the day, earning a substantial income; at night, they linger in various high-end consumption places, enjoying a life of indulgence, then choose the right angle to take some photos, discreetly showing off their lives.

Of course, whether this kind of life relies on individual efforts or is experienced by several people working together, only the parties involved would know.

Walk into the room with soft lighting, the air is filled with a hint of perfume. Every table in the restaurant is occupied, but it doesn't seem crowded. This kind of restaurant still emphasizes style; it can't increase tables recklessly because of too many customers, which would make the space look cramped and greatly affect its style.

Most of the diners here are Westerners with blond hair and blue eyes. The few Chinese people are dressed like that old man outside, wearing smart suits and shirts, occasionally uttering a few English or even French words, posing like an elder.

"Sir, your table is here." Andrew led Mr. Lin upstairs to the second floor and sat him at a table by the window. This was the best spot in the entire restaurant, as it provided a beautiful view of the garden without any disturbance from others.

Then Mr. Ramsey, the head chef brought in from Hong Kong, hurried to the table at Linlou, carefully inquiring about his tastes and preferences, and recommended a full set of dishes and wine pairings. Soon, a series of exquisite dishes were brought to the table.

The taste is indeed great, maintaining the original flavor of Shanghai cuisine while also innovating. With a chef like this, this restaurant probably doesn't need to worry about business.

After dining with Lin Lou, Andrew took his leave. "You've had a long journey today, so I won't disturb you any longer. I've arranged for the car and driver to stay with you. During your time in Shanghai, he will follow your schedule."

After Andrew left, Linda walked around the garden downstairs a few times to aid digestion, then returned to her residence on the third floor to rest. The sound insulation of the room was very good, and after closing the door, she couldn't hear the music and conversation downstairs.

Turn on the switch, and the roof lights up like a candlestick-style chandelier, cooling the entire bedroom. The master bedroom has generally maintained its original style, still using the furniture and decorations from the old Shanghai foreign-style houses before liberation, but also adding some modern equipment, such as the TV in front of the bed, allowing Lin Lou to enjoy a more comfortable life.

I have to admit that living here is much more comfortable than staying in a hotel. After filling the bathtub with water, I turned on the old-fashioned phonograph and lay in the bathtub, enjoying a bath to the sound of Zhou Xuan's "Shanghai Nights".

Puff, after soaking for a while, Linlou couldn't help but laugh. If this were in the future world, recording a short video in the house and posting it on Douyin, it might attract countless Douyin fans who aspire to be a military official's wife. Maybe I could become an internet celebrity in no time.

Hey, these are all uneducated people. It's ridiculous that they suddenly want to go back to the Republic of China. Just because you go back to America, it doesn't mean you can live a lavish life as a warlord's mistress. You might just end up starving to death.

After soaking for a while, Lin was a little tired, so he got up, dried himself off, and crawled into bed to rest. He slept until the next morning, then went downstairs to have breakfast with the driver before getting into the car. They went to buy some film first, and then arrived at the construction site.

After getting out of the car, I compared the information provided by Andrew and walked around the plot. Lin Lou understood why the previous plans had not been approved, because this plot was really difficult to deal with.

The plot is located at the corner of the northwest side of the road, forming an overall L shape with a length of over 180 meters. The west and north sides are each about 90 meters, with a width of just over 30 meters. With the setback red line, it becomes even longer and narrower. If the usual approach is taken to erect two rows of right-angled office buildings at the corner, lighting and ventilation would be problematic.

There are buildings on both sides of the plot. Even if a new office building is built and is not adjacent to the buildings on both sides, it is impossible to have daylighting on both sides, only on the front and back. At the same time, the rows of office buildings will also block sunlight from each other, and there is also the issue of oblique sunlight.

As for ventilation, in such a narrow and long building, there will definitely be problems with poor air circulation indoors, and the right-angled layout will also affect air flow. The comfort of working inside will inevitably be low.

No wonder Yu Bingbing's uncle rejected several proposals in a row. It turns out that most of those proposals were based on building layouts arranged at right angles along the street, with only slight differences in architectural form. How could such proposals satisfy anyone?

If the buildings are arranged in a right angle layout according to the angle of sunlight, they will mutually affect each other. They may also seem out of place in the surrounding environment since all the buildings on the road are oriented towards the main street. It would be awkward if suddenly there were a few buildings oriented sideways, wouldn't it?

Designing buildings on irregular plots of land has always been a headache for architects, as the complex conditions such as sunlight, ventilation, and layout are not as comfortable as those in regularly shaped plots. Therefore, it is a real test of the designer's skills to avoid the disadvantages of the plot and create a comfortable and excellent project.

However, on the other hand, architects are not like chefs. Chefs can choose the best ingredients for cooking, while architects can only design based on the existing conditions of the land. As long as they continue in this profession, they will eventually encounter irregular plots of land.

Since irregular plots test a designer's ability, if the project is completed successfully, it will naturally earn the admiration of peers. If you can handle such a difficult plot so well, it shows that your skills are superior to others!

The Nagaya of Sumiyoshi is a classic created on this kind of long and narrow plot, and the plot is also long and narrow from north to south. The plot in front of the current building is at least a corner plot, so the lighting problem is slightly better than the Nagaya of Sumiyoshi.

In addition, the Spanish Siyou Apartments, the Indonesian Dagaocha Garden Residences, and the Vietnamese Flowing Water Residences are all classics like the Nagishi Longhouses, created on long and narrow plots running from north to south.

Since such a difficult plot of land can produce a good building, what about the plot of land in front of us?

I will put all these buildings in the Easter egg chapter.
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I stayed near the plot all day, took several rolls of photos, and drew some drawings. It was not until then that Lin finally left and returned to the residence of Wu Dake on Panyu Road to rest for the night. The next day, he went to the Ma Le Villa and found Yu Bingbing's uncle.

Hello Uncle Yu, my classmate Yu Bingbing heard that I was coming to Shanghai, so she asked me to bring you some Beijing pastries. She said you like this the most." When he arrived at the office, Lin first handed the things Yu Bingbing asked him to bring to Yu Jichuan.

"Hehe, Bingbing remembered my little hobby. Xiaoding, go get a plate and help Xiaolin make a cup of tea." Yu Jichuan opened the packaging to reveal the pea cake inside.

The two sat down on the sofa, eating pastries and drinking tea. Yu Jichuan was a little curious and asked, "Xiaolin, shouldn't you be in class today? How did you end up in Shanghai?"

"I came here just to deal with your matter, Uncle Yu," Linlou said with a smile. "Last time I visited, I heard that you were not very satisfied with the current office location. Not long after I returned, I heard that the city was planning to build a new office building for you here, and the site has already been selected. However, the progress has been stuck at the design stage."

"Well, there is such a thing. The proposals put forward by those units are too outdated, and they don't match the vigor and vitality of our Youth League Committee at all. Not to mention their inability to handle the issues of sunlight and ventilation properly. How could we work in such an office building? We might as well stay here!" Speaking of this, Yu Jichuan was also very angry.

Standard Chartered Bank's foreign exchange issues aside, you have to provide me with a better office building, right? This way, I can work better for everyone, right? Just look at the results, what kind of plans are being presented!

"Oh, so you mean you want to give it a try too?" Yu Jichuan complained for a long time, finally remembering Lin Lou's identity. He studied architecture and had already had his work published in an American journal. What he didn't know was that the sale of the Ma'le Villa was also the result of Lin Lou's efforts.

"Yes, you must also understand that at my age, it's the time to accumulate experience. If there's a project there, I will definitely come over without hesitation!" Linlou said with a smile.

Xiao Lin, I still trust in your abilities, but you haven't graduated yet, right? So, which company did you come from? Without a company, how can you take on projects? Although Yu Jichuan said this on the surface, he still had some doubts in his mind.

Several senior designers in the design institute couldn't figure it out. Are you even more capable than them? If it weren't for the sake of respecting Yuebing's face, he would probably have spoken out in doubt.

"When I designed the teaching building for Houku Middle School last time, I invited several young teachers from the architecture department of Tsinghua University to work with me. We then registered under the name of the Beijing Municipal Institute and these teachers are still with us. The institute is also willing to help. Now, all the procedures have been completed, so there should be no problem in this aspect," Lin explained the situation.

"I might sound a bit immodest by saying this, but the architecture department of Tsinghua University is indeed one of the best in the country. It is even stronger than Tongji University in Shanghai. Just because Shanghai cannot produce good plans does not mean that we cannot do it!" Lin Lou once again touted the reputation of Tsinghua University.

"This time I came over mainly to ask for an opportunity from you. This is the homework I did yesterday." Lin Lou took out the drawing he made yesterday, "I have detailed records of the land situation, and we have also carefully studied the design requirements. We are confident in completing this project well. We just hope that when we come with the proposal, you won't keep us out of the door."

"If you and the other leaders think that our proposal is acceptable, that's naturally good. If you feel that our proposal is not as good as others, we have no objections either. We can consider it as a learning experience, and we will bear all the costs incurred during this period. You don't need to pay anything on your end, and you'll have an additional option." In theory, the client should bear some costs when participating in bidding."

However, it's too troublesome to get money from public institutions these days. Lin Lou didn't mention this, since he's not short of money but opportunities. Besides, he's confident he can secure this project.

"Will this cost a lot of money?" If someone is willing to do this, Yu Jichuan is certainly happy. If he doesn't agree, the next time he sees Yu Bingbing, she will definitely not look good. However, since Linlou is his niece's classmate, Yu Jichuan also doesn't want him to be at a disadvantage. If he spends money and doesn't get the design task in the end, wouldn't that be a big loss?

"It's not much money, just the round-trip fare. My teachers are all helping me out of goodwill." Lin said.

"Do we need to spend money on paper and pens for drawing? Even though it's just rough sketches for now, we still need a lot of paper." Yu Jichuan began to consider whether to get some drawing paper for them first."

"No need, we use computer graphics for our drawings, and the formal drawings will be produced when the final version is ready. So the costs in this area can be almost ignored." In fact, that's not the case. During the early stage of communication, we still need to draw initial sketches on paper and then exchange ideas. However, in order to convince Yu Jichuan, Linlou skipped this step.

"Oh, I almost forgot, your previous project was completed using computer design and even won a world-class honor! Why did Hao Ku High School get ahead of us? If we had secured this reputation for our unit, I could have confirmed to hand over the project to him now."

"The youth league committee is here to serve the young members, just as you said, it is a vibrant and upward team. Computers represent the future trend of technology development. Designing the office building for our youth league committee in a way that represents the future development trend is definitely complementary!"

"Before, you mentioned wanting a vibrant office building. My colleagues and I are all young and full of energy, and will definitely understand your spirit to help the youth league committee design a vibrant building." Lin Lou firmly grasped their needs.

At this point, his age has turned from a disadvantage to an advantage. Why is the design institute in Shanghai not able to produce buildings that meet your requirements? It's because they are old and lack vigor! Whereas I am like the vibrant sun at eight or nine in the morning, full of energy. It is absolutely suitable to engage me for the design!

"Haha, that's true! Since you've put it this way, it wouldn't be right if I didn't give you a chance! But ultimately, the decision on whose design to choose will depend on the designs themselves. Besides me, there will be other leaders and experts involved in the review process. Your design will not only need to convince me, but also impress them!" Yu Jichuan laughed.

"No problem, we will come up with a solution as soon as possible."
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"After discussing with Yu Jichuan, the main difficulties of the project are twofold: one is the irregular land parcel, and the other is the client's requirement for a building that can highlight vitality!" After the discussion, Lin Lou rushed back to Beijing that day and immediately convened a meeting with team members including Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and Jin Qiuxiang to discuss.

"This plot of land is indeed tricky to deal with. It's too sunny on the west side, too dark on the other, and the buildings on both sides affect each other. Just dealing with sunlight is already a headache! They have already reviewed the information, and now with the photos taken by Lin and the hand-drawn drawings, they have a more intuitive understanding."

"These technical issues can all be resolved, but it's just that this vitality is a bit hard to grasp!" Li Qingxi shook his head. For architects, they are not afraid of clients' demands, but they are afraid of such purely subjective requirements without uniform standards.

Can you create a more imposing architectural design for me? How should we go about this? I want a design that incorporates both tradition and modernity. How can we achieve that? When it comes to color, the vibrant black is a common pain for all designers. Any architect would want to hit someone when they hear such a demand.

Actually, whether it's high-end or high-profile, there are ways to handle it. But can the solution you proposed match the client's understanding of high-end and high-profile? No one dares to guarantee that.

So communication with Party A is very important. Only by understanding their aesthetic preferences can you prescribe the right remedy and present a solution that will astonish them at first sight.

Of course, if you have reached the level of I. M. Pei, then whatever you say goes. Even if the result is not exactly what the client had in mind, they will murmur, "But this is a masterpiece, isn't it?" I must have a lower level of understanding and couldn't grasp the intention of the master, it must be me feeling awkward, not the master's fault.

So many people saw the design of Xiangshan Hotel earlier and found problems but dared not say anything, isn't it because of this? But now Lin Tower is far from reaching the reputation of Ieoh Ming Pei, so we can only start by catering to the preferences of Party A.

However, this kind of accommodation is not without limits. How to show one's own uniqueness while making it acceptable to the client is a great test of the designer's skill. Ultimately, architects are artists dancing with shackles. Even with all kinds of constraints, they cannot stop showcasing their talents.

"It's good to think carefully. If this project wasn't so difficult, it wouldn't have fallen to us. Challenging projects are what make it exciting, right?" Hu Zhongping picked up a pen and began sketching, "I'll start the ball rolling and share my ideas. Everyone, please give me some input!"

The crowd gathered around, while Hu Zhongping began sketching on paper. "My drawing skills are not as good as Xiaolin's. Please don't laugh, it's just a rough sketch. It's enough as long as I can express the idea clearly!"

"I think that since the layout of the determinant cannot meet the requirements for sunlight and ventilation, we can change it to a decentralized layout. At the same time, in the design of individual buildings, we should try to increase the contact surface with nature as much as possible, forming a group of distinct, well-arranged buildings."

Hu Zhongping explained while quickly drawing lines on the paper. Since he got the information, he has been pondering the problems of the plan, and now he has some vague ideas.

The lines may not be very standardized, but for now, we just need to get a general idea. After all, everyone present here is a professional in the industry and won't have trouble understanding.

Before long, a group of L-shaped buildings appeared on the drawing, and everyone understood. Xu Jiaping suddenly realized, "Oh, this layout will allow air to circulate between the buildings, solving the ventilation problem!"

"The short side of the L-shaped building faces west, so the area affected by west-facing sunlight is reduced," nodded Jin Qiuxiang. "Western exposure refers to the low sun angle in the late afternoon, close to the horizon. At this time, sunlight will shine directly into the rooms on the west side, causing higher temperatures in the west-facing building and greatly affecting comfort."

If a building has serious issues with western sun exposure, then it is obviously not suitable for living or working in it. The previous design proposals from other design institutes were rejected, and a major reason for that is the large area of western sun exposure on the west side of the building.

"The plan put forward by Shanghai is indeed an improvement, but it's still not enough. With the L-shaped short side facing west, it can reduce the impact of the afternoon sun, but the sunlight for the inner part is not sufficient." Li Qingxi picked up a pencil and drew several lines on Hu Zhongping's rough draft paper to simulate the path of sunlight.

Although I haven't done a detailed calculation, based on my first impression, I can determine that the rooms where the long sides intersect with the short sides definitely do not meet the requirements for minimum daily sunlight. These offices are likely to be very dim and cold most of the time.

"Yes, that's right, there is indeed such a problem. And how should we solve the problem of the houses on the north side of the road? This area is facing north and south, so it can meet the sunlight requirements without using the L-shape design. However, if we don't use it, the architectural forms on both sides won't be unified. If we do use it, it will affect the sunlight, and some rooms will also have insufficient sunlight," Xu Jiaping added in agreement.

"I've already said it's just a suggestion. If everyone feels it's not appropriate, then forget it!" Hu Zhongping wasn't angry. It's common for proposals to be rejected in the initial conceptual discussion stage.

"Then let me share my thoughts as well! I don't have a clear outline for the overall plan yet, but the issue of west sunlight can be addressed through special glass, and we can also weaken it by adding eaves on each level." Xu Jiaping also began to outline his own ideas, adding a layer of shadow to the glass windows, drawing in the eaves, and even beautifying them to closely resemble the style of the maritime architecture."

"This can indeed weaken the problem of the overheating caused by the afternoon sun, but in the winter, it will also reduce the sunlight, and it will be too cold. I think it's better to change it to adjustable blinds?" This time, Hu Zhongping came up with the suggestion.

"We are architects, after all. What's the deal with handing the problem over to interior designers? Everyone kept proposing solutions and then immediately rejecting them, and the yard became lively and bustling."

Lin Lou listened attentively at first, only speaking a few words occasionally. However, as time went on, everyone's inspiration seemed to have been drained, and yet there was still no proposal that could gain everyone's approval.

"I will also share my thoughts. Everyone has been talking for a while, focusing on sunlight exposure and air circulation issues, but no one has paid attention to the crucial point of vitality!" As he spoke, Lin drew several curves on the paper.
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"Curves?" As soon as they saw the outline of the lines, several teachers were a bit surprised. The solutions they had just presented were mostly composed of straight lines, while Linlou's was completely different from theirs.

"The word 'vitality' is very emotional, but we can associate it with the idea that vitality often signifies youth, and the greatest advantage of youth is having the future. So, if we design a building with a sense of the future, can we satisfy this need?" Lin continued to sketch as he explained.

It is difficult for people to imagine the future now, but for Linlou, their future is their past. Extracting some elements from future architecture is enough to deal with the current situation.

"In the development process of modernist architecture, compared to classical architecture, modern architecture appears to be more lightweight. This is due to the development of new building materials such as glass and steel. The stronger load-bearing capacity of steel allows buildings to be less cumbersome, and the use of larger areas of glass not only makes the building facade shinier, but also enriches the natural lighting inside the building."

"Although Shanghai is a city with a strong traditional architecture style, this area belongs to a new district and there are not many old buildings around. Therefore, constructing a building with a strong modernist style here will not necessarily affect the overall environment of the surroundings. In fact, inserting a completely new style of building in the middle of a group of old buildings sometimes may not necessarily destroy the overall atmosphere."

The glass pyramid erected by I.M. Pei in front of the Louvre is a perfect example of this. The fusion of new and old has added a new charm to the Louvre. Ma Yansong's Bubble X Hutong is also such a work.

"The sense of the future corresponds to vitality. The method of breaking the topic is very clever!" Li Qingxi clapped and praised, "Sometimes doing architectural design is similar to writing an essay. As long as the topic is broken, the design won't be too bad. On the contrary, if the topic is broken, it deviates from the intentions of the questioner, no matter how well you handle the details, it won't work."

"Indeed, glass and steel easily convey a sense of the future. Whenever I look at the Seagram Building, I can't believe it's a product of the 1950s. It always feels like a building from the future!" Jin Qiu Xiang also expressed support for this idea. "By the way, the stained glass used in the Seagram Building not only reduces western exposure but also has insulating properties. If we use such glass, it won't be cold in the winter."

"Although glass and steel buildings are already common overseas, they are still relatively rare in our country. This design concept is quite impressive! There's nothing that reflects a sense of the future more than new materials," Hu Zhongping said with a self-deprecating smile. "Well, our mindset is still limited just like those Shanghai designers."

Hu Zhongping is absolutely right. The new type of building materials indeed bring a revolutionary feeling. Chen Dejiang's tiled small western-style building in the village has amazed the villagers.

The outer layer of the Water Cube is wrapped in ETFE (ethylene-tetrafluoroethylene copolymer) film material, which is also amazing, and it would be difficult to achieve these effects using previous materials.

Henceforth, with the investment and utilization of various new materials such as carbon fiber and acrylic, architects have more resources to realize their creative ideas that were once unattainable with traditional materials. The success of Zaha's non-linear architecture is closely related to the emergence of various new materials.

If only steel, cement and other building materials are used, I'm afraid her unique works can only stay on paper and cannot be implemented, right?

At first, everyone was excitedly discussing the relationship between new materials and futuristic aesthetics. However, as Lin began to gradually outline his design, the group gradually fell silent, focusing all their attention on the images being depicted by Lin's drawings.

Linlou first sketched out two parallel L-shaped curves, and then used these two curves as the main elements to fill in other elements, gradually revealing the appearance of the building. The buildings on both sides are not straight, with walls undulating like waves, and the floors and roof boards extending out like eaves, similar to the shading effect in Xu Jiaping's proposed design, which can reduce exposure to the west sun.

But compared to the old-style eaves, this protruding roof and floor undoubtedly have a more futuristic feel, echoing the theme of vitality.

At the same time, at the corner connection, Lin Building did not set up a building, but instead made it into a connecting staircase. This allows the employees working in the office building on the west side to easily find their colleagues on the south side without the need to go up and down the stairs, and they can just walk directly across these bridges in the air.

And leaving this part vacant not only benefits air circulation, but also allows sunlight to shine through, preventing large areas of shadow between the two buildings.

After completing the main structure, Linlou proceeded to sketch some greenery and landscape elements below and behind the corner. This area can serve as a public space for the office building, with various functions such as parking lots and gardens.

Even if they are too busy to go out and play, just looking through the glass window is pleasing to the eyes, and it helps relax the mind, making their work more effective.

"Alright, this is my idea. Does anyone have any opinions?" After conveying the general idea, Lin stopped drawing and showed the design to everyone.

"It's not colored yet. If we add some color, it will be even more intuitive! What color are you planning to use for the walls? Tell me, I'll help you paint!" Hu Zhongping opened the marker box.

"Young people are like the sun at eight or nine in the morning, so let's use the orange-red of the morning glow for the walls. As for the protruding roof and floor, let's use an iron gray. The combination of these two colors is quite effective." Lin always keeps the theme in mind and the orange-red gives people a very passionate feeling, which indeed matches the temperament of young people."

"Indeed, adding colors does make it look much better! The lines and colors really give off a vibrant energy!"

"The undulating wave lines are like the undulating curves of a young athlete swimming in the pool, and also like the traces of a runner running on the bend, which are indeed more vivid than straight lines."

"The technical issues have been resolved. The extended eaves can solve the problem of sunlight exposure. The eaves are longer on the west side and shorter on the south side, so the sunlight exposure is relatively balanced...But there's just one problem." After pondering for a while, Hu Zhongping shook his head and sighed.

"Is everything okay over there?" Everyone looked over in unison.

"It's too expensive. The construction cost for this type of design must be very high, right?"

I found a project with a design similar to the protagonist's and put it in the Easter egg chapter for everyone to see the effect. Of course, there will definitely be differences in reality.
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"Yeah, according to the design requirements, a brick-concrete structure would have been sufficient. But now we have steel and large areas of glass, these are not cheap! Adding so much cost for no reason, will the party A agree?" Hu Zhongping's words were like a bucket of cold water poured over everyone's heads, bringing them back to sobriety from their excitement.

"The economy in Shanghai is better than other places, but I'm afraid many people would have objections to constructing an office building at such a high cost!" Li Qingxi also sees this project as a government allocation."

"When I was chatting with the person in charge of the first party, I asked, as long as we can meet their requirements, they can accept a higher cost. Oh well, this time I am spending my own money, what's wrong with being willing to spend a little more?"

If we go by the standards of other units and find a cheaper way to do it, we can achieve it. However, the resulting work will be too conventional. Not to mention, it may not pass the review of Yu Jichuan, and even Linlou himself will not be satisfied. Oh, so I spend my own money and end up with something like this?

In this case, it's not helpful for accumulating experience or building reputation. What's the point? In any case, even if the cost is a bit higher, compared to a villa like Mahler's, it's nothing. No matter how you calculate it, I still come out ahead.

There is a pun in the novel "The Forest". It goes, "Miss Kuo opened a kiln—just for her own pleasure". This time, Linlou also intends to have some fun!

As long as the project can be completed and one's reputation can be established, there will be more business in the future, and the money will naturally come back. Consider it as an upfront investment in marketing. Besides, the Mahler Villa is still there! At present, no one has realized the value of the old western-style house, so one can seize the opportunity.

In the future, there will be more and more wealthy people, and they will naturally set their sights on good houses just like oneself. By that time, even if the Shanghai government is as lenient as it is now, the price alone will definitely be much higher than it is now, let alone trying to secure the Malibu Villa.

"Moreover, this is a small-scale project with a relatively smaller size. Even if the unit price is slightly higher, the total price won't be too expensive. The first party should be able to accept it. If you are not sure, calculate an approximate price range first, I'll call them to ask. If they don't accept, we can choose another plan. If they accept, we'll go with this one! Well, anyway, we're not spending our own money, how could Yu Jichuan not agree?"

He probably can't wait to spend as much money as possible so as to ease the frustration of having foreign exchange snatched away. Lin Lou is not worried at all that this issue will become an obstacle to winning the bid.

"Anyway, we don't have a better solution right now. Since Xiaolin is so confident, let's try it according to what Xiaolin said! Let's eat something first and then start calculating the costs." To be honest, after seeing such a futuristic design, Hu Zhongping and the others are unwilling to give up on this project.

So Xiang cooked a few simple bowls of noodles, poured some ready-made fried sauce from the refrigerator, and quickly finished eating with a few people before getting busy again.

"The price of steel has increased again compared to last year, and what we need to use now is not just ordinary steel, so the price will definitely be higher. In this case, considering just the steel alone, the final calculated cost will be..."

"The large area of tinted heat-insulating glass is much more expensive than ordinary glass, and the window frames also cannot be made of common materials, which further adds to the costs...."

"Bricks and cement don't need to be too special. The current prices of these two building materials are... The total amount needed for our project is roughly..."

"Don't forget, there is also the construction issue. Curved walls are more difficult to construct compared to regular walls, which will increase the construction period and costs."

The scale of this project is not large, and it is not a precise and accurate accounting. It is just a rough estimate. Therefore, several people divided the work and calculated their respective parts. Finally, the results were summarized, and the total design cost of Lin Building is much higher than that of the conventional brick-and-concrete office buildings.

"Let me have a look." Lin took the final number and looked at it. "Wow, how much profit did I make? Even if I took down the Malibu villa a year later, I would have to pay much more than this."

Take a look at the watch; it's definitely not the end of the workday at Jichuan yet. Linlou immediately picked up the phone and dialed, "Uncle Yu, it's Linlou... Yes, yes, I'm back now... After collaborating with a few teachers, we finally have a preliminary proposal. I guarantee it meets your requirements, not only in terms of ventilation and sunlight but also in terms of vitality."

". . . . . . Not so fast, actually when I went to Shanghai, several teachers had already come up with several proposals. . . ." Yu Jichuan was startled by their speed, how could they have results so quickly? So Lin Lou specifically explained, ". . . . And this is just a conceptual direction, more detailed drawings will take many more days."

"...There is a concern, after our rough calculation, according to our proposed plan, the total cost may end up within the range of... which is a bit higher compared to other unit designs. I wonder if you can accept it at your end?" After explaining, Lin Lou voiced the main issue.

Hu Zhongping and the others immediately pricked up their ears, held their breath, and waited for Yu Jichuan's reply. The telephone in Linlou did not have a speaker function yet, but they could faintly hear Yu Jichuan's hearty laughter through the receiver.

"Haha, it's okay, it's not that much anyway! After all, it's not the government's money. Standard Chartered Bank's money is not used in vain. He doesn't even know that this money actually belongs to Linlou. If he knew, he would definitely have a different attitude."

Anyways, Standard Chartered Bank has a lot of money. Since they want to kick me out of the current office building, they will have to pay up. If this plan is suitable, I will report this number. If they agree, that's great; if not, I can still negotiate with the higher-ups using this reason, and maybe even squeeze out some foreign exchange.

"...We originally wanted to control costs as much as possible, but in order to meet your requirements, we have to use some new materials, which makes the cost a bit difficult to control... Since you said so, I can rest assured. I and a few teachers will make sure to seize the time and try to come up with the plan as soon as possible, and we will report to you early."

Hung up the phone, before Lin Lou could say anything, a few teachers jumped up, "Great, we can move forward in this direction!"

They also want to make better designs!

Thank you for the tips from almighty Golden Sparkle and Azure Fireworks, today's update is a thousand words long, seeking subscriptions.
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"We have reviewed the proposals from the other design institutes before. Compared to Kobayashi's proposal, aside from the cost issue, they have no chance of winning at all. As long as we can deliver the proposal, this project will definitely be ours." They were also very excited to be able to participate in such a project.

They have done projects before, but those projects can't compare to the current one. Maybe those projects were larger and more expensive in scale and cost, but from the perspective of architectural design, they were somewhat mediocre, still continuing the past design concept, and producing outdated works with little innovation.

Now it's different. The textbooks they are writing are just beginning to be applied. The concepts of modernism and postmodernism in architecture are gradually spreading in the country, and architects who can apply these concepts to their works are few and far between. Therefore, if this project is successful, they will certainly become pioneers, and their reputation will once again spread throughout the architecture industry.

The previous textbook proved their academic capabilities, while this work can prove their capabilities in the field of architectural design. Once successful, their position in the architecture industry will be completely different.

As usual, Linlou will definitely receive the most attention, but they will also benefit from it. Whether it's for job titles or awards, they are far ahead of their peers in the same age group.

I made the right choice at the beginning. First, I participated in the compilation of "History of Foreign Modern Architecture," and now I can assist in designing such pioneering projects. I will definitely be promoted to professor earlier than other teachers in the future! Xu Jiaping thought happily, looking at Hu Zhongping, Feng Shaoping, Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, and others in turn.

If it weren't for making a determined decision at the beginning, I'm afraid that in just a few years, we would have been left far behind by them, right? It's lucky that we caught up now!

Hehe, when I originally planned to come find Xiao Lin, some people were mocking me. But when "History of Modern Foreign Architecture" became a textbook for many domestic universities and my name was printed in the book, he finally couldn't laugh anymore. I bet his expression will be even more interesting when the major architectural journals in the country start analyzing this new project in a while!

"Leave the landscaping beneath the aerial corridor to me!" Li Qingxi began to vie for the job. "Additionally, I can also help with the sunlight calculation and anything I'm capable of. Just let me know, Small Lin, you can count on me. I'll leave all my time to you during this period except for regular classes."

"Then we'll trouble Teacher Li. When designing, we need to take into account the specific situation in Shanghai and refer more to the essence of the traditional Shanghai-style architecture and gardens. However, it should not be a complete copy. It also needs to reflect vitality." Li Qingxi has always been a pleasant collaborator, and he even helped take care of the Xiangshan Hotel before. So, he must be involved in this project no matter what.

"The renderings... never mind, you go ahead with the renderings, I'll help you with the architectural model!" Originally, Hu Zhongping wanted to help with the renderings, but as soon as he thought about Lin Lou's hand-drawn skills, he immediately gave up and switched to another project, "Furthermore, I'm just like Teacher Li, as long as it's something I can do, feel free to give me orders."

"I'll take care of the water and electricity part. With this new type of architectural form, the water and electricity part definitely can't be the same as before. I need to think about it carefully." Jin Qiuxiang wasn't worried about someone else taking over the work, as she was the only one here who was good at water and electricity.

"I can help with the structural aspect!" Xu Jiaping quickly raised his hand. Although he was not a professional structural engineer, he was confident in handling such a small project. He wanted to keep himself busy after all.

"At this stage, it's just preliminary communication of intent, so there's no need to be too detailed. Whoever has time can start working on it first!" The main design work must be handled by Linlou, as he found the project and proposed the direction. Even though the others are teachers, they don't think they have the ability to compete with him.

Moreover, isn't that how the design work for the teaching building at Houkuzhong School was done last time? They are used to it; it's just that last time it was a direct appointment without a bidding process, and now they have to win the bidding first to fully secure the project. However, they are all young people, and no one is afraid of competition.

What they fear is not having the opportunity to even participate in the competition, just like now, although they all hold positions in the Institute of Architectural Design at Tsinghua University, the good projects are all handled by those senior professionals. They can only help out as laborers and assistants at most. They have to slowly accumulate experience from the beginning. Where can they find the chance to take on responsibilities like they do now?

"Today, the direction has been confirmed. All that's left is to refine the overarching plan and adjust various details based on factors such as sunlight. The general direction is set, but things like the size of the windows and the length of the eaves for each section need to be calculated based on specific circumstances. At the same time, adjustments need to be made based on aesthetic requirements; they cannot be arbitrarily determined."

So there is still a lot of meticulous work to be done. Upon hearing this, the teachers all expressed their willingness, "No problem, let's get started, it's still early until the break anyway!"

"Let's call it a day today. We've already accomplished a lot of work. Let's take a break and relax. We'll have plenty of busy days starting from tomorrow." Well, it's good to be energetic, but we should also balance work and rest. Being overly excited may not necessarily be a good thing. "We didn't eat well just now. Let's continue with the barbecue and beer."

Shortly afterwards, the courtyard was filled with the aroma of cumin. Fortunately, Linlou's courtyard was secluded and there were no close neighbors. Otherwise, the neighbors would have protested, "You guys eat meat every day, and my kids are jealous all the time. Are we even able to live like this?"

The meat has just been grilled when Wenxuan and the others came over. "Xiaolou, I heard that you came back from Shanghai. Why didn't you go back to the dormitory? Is there something going on?"

"Not only is there something going on, but it's also a great thing. We are preparing to bid for a project, and currently, the chance of winning it is very high!" At this moment, Xu Jiaping also put aside his teacher's demeanor and happily handed over his glass of wine.

"Another project!" Zheng Weiming sounded a little excited, looking at Linlou nervously and asked, "Xiaolou, is there anything we can help with? Even something as small as serving tea or sharpening pencils would be fine!"

"Yeah, Xiaolou, we might not be good at other things, but we can still sharpen pencils!" Others quickly chimed in, even if they weren't participating, just watching Linlou and the others design was a great help to them.

"As long as you are willing to come, I will be happy for sure!" This is our own team. Right now, Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi are the main forces, and in a few years, these roommates will be able to play a role.
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"Ma Yong, Su Zhongming, Xing Ruhua, you have all been helping the Ministry of Railways with calculations during your summer and winter vacations, right? So these days, help me calculate something, I'll give you the problem and you give me the answer after you figure it out!"

"Zheng Weiming, your drawings are good, come help me with the drawing."

"Wen Xuan Si, Yin Mingsong, Huang Yaxiang, come and help me make the model." Now is the time to rush the work. It's best to have someone willing to help. The teachers quickly assigned them tasks.

"Teacher, if we don't have enough people, I can call a few more. I'm sure Xu Yingxue and the others would be willing to help." Wenxuan seemed to be interested in Xu Yingxue, thinking of her whenever there is a good opportunity.

In the future, when the teacher wants the students to do something, most of the students are unwilling. Wouldn't it be great if we could spend this time watching a movie with my sister or playing some games? But now, the students are not very proactive.

At this time, students are usually assigned work and having a good relationship with the teacher may give them some advantages in their assignments, and increase their chances of getting assigned to a good unit in the future. Additionally, they can learn valuable skills. For example, currently, by participating in projects with the teacher, even though it may just be assisting with tasks, they can gain valuable insights just by observing from the sidelines.

Unlike in the future, where graduates have to find jobs on their own and have no relationship with their teachers, unless it's technical work, otherwise, no one is willing to hire.

"Sure, let's invite the ones who often come here, and leave out the others," thought Hu Zhongping, "Yuping and the others often come to chat in the courtyard and are quite familiar with each other, so it won't take much effort to get along with them. Let's just leave out the others for now."

"Hey, I'm going to find them right now!" Wenxuan immediately rode his bike and swiftly went out. In no time, Xuyingxue and the others arrived.

Everyone can eat and drink while sorting out the matters. According to the specialties of these students, different tasks have been arranged in order to expedite the completion of the conceptual diagrams and renderings, as well as the completion of the models. Then we can report to the first party in Shanghai.

The next day, other people went to class as usual. Lin Lou went to the construction site of the Xiangshan Hotel, took a look, and then left. Now the project has entered the final stage, mainly focusing on interior decoration. There are people from the Kaiyue Group watching the site, so there are fewer and fewer things for him to worry about.

"At this rate, we can definitely have it up and running before the end of the year! We haven't fallen behind at all!" Lin looked at the busy workers, who were completely different from when they first arrived.

"Yeah, after completing this project, I feel confident that I can handle any difficult projects in the future!" Li Lanzhou also felt deeply moved, and he has made significant progress through the training from this project.

At another location on site, hotel management personnel transferred from Diaoyutai are training the staff, with consultants from Hyatt Group also assisting in the training.

Chen Zhonghu shook his head repeatedly as he watched the scene, "Ah, I really can't do this job! Thanks to your suggestions, Xiao Lin, otherwise it would not just be a matter of losing face, but also affecting the daily operation of the restaurant!"

As for the black and white freehand painting by Zhao Wuji that he criticized before, it has been completed long ago, then sent to Jubaozhai for mounting, and now it is temporarily placed in the exhibition hall of the Academy of Fine Arts for students to visit and learn from.

When the paintings and calligraphy were sent for mounting, Linlou specifically went along and took the opportunity to get acquainted with the old craftsmen from Jubao Studio. He also bought a few works of calligraphy and painting by masters such as Zhang Daqian, Qi Baishi, Li Keran, and Wu Changshuo. He sought advice from the old craftsmen and set up a studio in his own quadrangle courtyard specifically for the purpose of collecting these works of calligraphy and painting.

"Since I don't have anything else to do today, I'll head back first." Lin took a truck carrying building materials back to the city, but instead of rushing back to the courtyard, he first went to the Friendship Store. When he stayed at the Friendship Hotel, he had already gotten to know the staff there. As soon as they saw him, they let him in.

Bought some things, called a taxi, and finally got back home. When I pushed the door and walked in, some teachers who didn't have classes in the afternoon had already started working early.

Some are making calculations while noting down results on paper; some are cutting and assembling thin wooden boards, cardboard, and other materials; others are sketching on paper, all immersed in their work.

"This curved building requires a lot more calculations compared to conventional buildings. My brain is starting to hurt from all the planning!" Xu Jiaping got up, interlaced his fingers and stretched them out.

"It's okay, when Mayong and the others arrive, we'll hand over this task to them to handle. You just need to be responsible for checking and summarizing," said Li Qingxi without even lifting his head.

"Isn't there a calculator in the office? Why don't we bring out two of them? Calculators are much more efficient than the abacus," reminded Jin Qiuxiang.

"That's not appropriate. You know very well that the institute highly values those calculators. We are not working for the institute now, so it's not right to use their equipment. Besides, everyone knows how in demand those calculators are. Even if we wanted to use one, there wouldn't be any available."

"Teacher Xu, please try this!" Linlou took out a large calculator from his handbag and handed it over. The thing looked a little bigger than a textbook.

"Sharp's function calculator? This is really a good item! The department has been eyeing it for a long time, but it's just too expensive, so I couldn't bring myself to buy it!" Xu Jiaping was amazed when he saw it, thinking that with this, calculations would be much more convenient.

"To do a good job, one must first sharpen one's tools. Since we have a heavy workload recently, we definitely need good equipment. Teacher Xu, you can use this one first; Teacher Feng, this one is for you." Lin bought more than one of these. Such tools that can greatly improve work efficiency are definitely worth buying.

Just like CAD software, although it may seem expensive, as long as you use it, it won't be long before you can earn back the investment and then some.

This is not the kind of calculator that street vendors carry, which can only do simple addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. It is a professional calculator that can be programmed to perform functions, exponential calculations, and even includes statistical functions. It is perfect for professionals who need to do a large amount of calculations.

"Be careful, be careful, how much is this thing?" Feng Shaoping hurriedly took it with both hands, then gently placed it on the table. Nowadays, even the simplest calculators cost tens of yuan each. This kind of professional calculator must be very expensive, right? If it gets damaged, it will be a big loss.
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In the streets of major cities in the 1980s, you could often see signs for repair shops, which offered services for repairing watches, pens, and calculators. During that period, calculators were not cheap.

In 1970, Sharp and other Japanese companies almost simultaneously launched the first handheld electronic calculators.

In 1972, Clive Sinclair of the UK created the world's first calculator powered by a button battery. It used pulse signals to control the battery, providing the calculator with better battery life. This calculator, called the Sinclair Executive, was sold at a high price of 80 pounds at that time.

In 1975, Sinclair launched the Cambridge Programmable Calculator, which had a 36-step operation limit and could perform some trigonometric calculations.

The 1978 "Cambridge Business Programmable Calculator" allowed for greater programming capabilities and provided increased accuracy, but at that time the Japanese and their LCD screens were already on the verge of dominating the world calculator market.

The blessing of Moore's Law, the functionality of handheld calculators continues to improve while prices have been consistently falling. However, before the Chinese started large-scale production of these devices, the price domestically was quite high. Currently, the most popular Sharp 838 calculator in China costs more than fifty yuan, which equals to a month's wages for an average worker.

And this powerful professional calculator, the price will definitely skyrocket, and it's not available in most places. You have to rely on friends to bring it from abroad or try your luck at friendship stores. Either way, you definitely can't buy it with RMB, you can only use foreign exchange coupons or foreign exchange payment.

"No matter how much it costs, as long as it's useful!" Lin Lou doesn't want him to feel too much pressure because of the price, so that he doesn't dare to use it easily. Since it's a tool, it's meant to be used, so the price doesn't matter.

"Xiao Lin, you've really invested a lot in this! If we still can't secure this project, we won't be able to show our faces in public! Tonight, even if I have to stay up all night, I have to calculate the results as soon as possible." Xu Jiaping was determined to give it his all.

"There's no need to work so hard. Our progress will definitely be faster than other units anyway. Besides, there's no guarantee of winning in architectural bidding. Even masters like Mies and Kahn have lost before, let alone us. Let's stay calm! As long as we are willing to put in the effort, if we don't succeed this time, there will be another chance!" Although Linlou was full of confidence in this project, he was also unwilling to burden them with too heavy a load.

"Alright, I'm also going to start drawing. You guys keep busy!" Linlou sat down at the computer and got ready to start drawing. Apart from the initial communication stage, he preferred to work on the computer.

However, while waiting for the computer to boot up, he remembered something else and quickly called Lin Qiao, describing the recent situation. "I was thinking, apart from drawing in architectural design, there is also a large amount of calculation needed, such as calculating sunlight, and structure. Currently, all these need to be done manually, with at most, the assistance of calculators and other devices."

"These tasks are all very tedious and time-consuming, so if we can develop such software, I think architects will definitely welcome it. Then they will only need to input a few key data, and the results will come out automatically!"

Who still calculates solar radiation manually in the future? Everything is done using solar radiation analysis software, and the same goes for structural calculations, all of which are also done using software.

"Well, I'll find some architects tomorrow and discuss it with John and the others, and then form another team to work on this project. Anyway, the company's finances are currently ample, so they are sure to agree. The company is gradually growing in size, and relying solely on one software is definitely not suitable; it's only right to develop more projects." said Lin Qiao decisively.

"I'll count on you to finish it early!" Linlou glanced outside. Xujia Ping and Feng Shaoping were clicking away on their calculators, recording data on paper at a much faster speed than when they were using the abacus just now.

After class, Wenxuan and the others also came over. They helped them to cook in the cafeteria. Everyone is busy today and definitely doesn't have time to cook for themselves.

Hastily finishing their meal, everyone continued to be busy. With the help of calculators and Wenxuansi and others, the work progress was significantly accelerated.

Several teachers were immersed in the joy of work. Even after the dormitory was about to close at night, they were reluctant to leave. The only solution was to pull the main switch in the Lin building, cutting off the electricity in the courtyard, which finally persuaded them to leave.

They have to teach students during the day and work in the evening. What if they get too tired? Overtime work in architectural design firms is common, but it isn't very meaningful to stay up late working when there's only one project and the competition isn't very intense.

Anyway, according to today's progress in work, it is absolutely more than enough to complete the preliminary design work as agreed upon time, so there is no need to worry at all.

"Ah!" the teachers sighed, but seeing Linlou's determined attitude, they could only reluctantly pack up and prepare to go home.

"No need to tidy up, just come back tomorrow and continue working!" Lin Lou figured that surely some people still wanted to take work home, but that definitely wouldn't do.

Tsk, as a project leader, I am actually advising team members not to work overtime? This seems a bit wrong, huh? Stepping out of the yard and walking on the road, Lin Lou muttered in his heart.

After a busy period of work, all the results have been calculated. Then, adjustments were made based on the calculated results. Once the adjustments were completed, the rendering of the effect diagram was finished, leaving only the final step: making the architectural model. After all, the effect diagram is only two-dimensional, far less intuitive than a model.

"You must study this technology carefully. When you first enter the company, you may not have the opportunity to work on projects. However, if you draw good design sketches and create good models, the project teams will definitely want you. By assisting the senior designers and showing your face in front of them, you will be able to get hands-on experience sooner." Feng Shaoping earnestly advised, and several students listened attentively.

There is still no professional company specializing in making model sand tables. The work of making models is usually undertaken by the design party. Feng Shaoping spoke while holding a glass cutter and several students watched intently without blinking.

Cut the glass to the appropriate size and then stick it on the window. This work can be a bit dangerous, as one can easily get cut by the glass if not careful.

So Linlou asked after a while, "Professor Feng, why not use acrylic instead of glass? Acrylic is easier to process and is not dangerous."

"Acrylic? What is that?" Feng Shaoping asked with a puzzled look on his face.
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"Acrylic? Do you mean acrylic, the plastic made of acrylic acid?" Xu Jiaping interrupted. Lin Lou had forgotten that "亚克力" was a transliterated word, a term that only became well-known as acrylic became widely used. Not many people know about it now.

"Yes, it's acrylic plastic sheet. This material has strong hardness, good light transmission performance, pure color, and it won't produce sharp fragments when shattered like glass, so it is very suitable for making models." Later era sand table companies generally use acrylic sheets as the main material, use chloroform as adhesive, and use a hook knife as a cutting tool.

Nowadays, they are mostly made of paper, thin wooden boards, and glass, which are not as convenient to make or as visually appealing as acrylic.

"Acrylic is expensive, isn't it? And it's not easy to buy." When Feng Shaoping mentioned acrylic plastic, he also understood that this material has been researched for over a hundred years. It was initially used in the military to make aircraft windshields and tank driver's vision mirrors, in order to prevent harm to pilots and tank drivers in case of breakage.

After the end of World War II, it gradually entered the civilian field, first used for making bathtubs, and then developed into various applications. However, due to the difficulty of industrial production of acrylic, not only is the output scarce, but the price is also very expensive, at least much more expensive than glass. Feng Shaoping is somewhat reluctant to spend money.

In 1937, British ICI used concentrated sulfuric acid to convert cyanohydrin into the intermediate product methyl acrylate thioacetamide sulfate, and then reacted this substance with methanol and water to finally produce methyl acrylate. This process allowed for mass production of acrylic, but the complex and dangerous reaction process made it only practical for military applications and not for other fields.

By 1957, Taiwan's Chimei Corporation began producing granulated acrylic raw materials, which drove the development of the acrylic industry in Taiwan. Subsequently, Japan's Mitsubishi Chemical and Germany's Degussa each developed new acrylic production processes, leading to a continuous decline in the price of acrylic.

The domestic acrylic industry started in 1953, when the Institute of Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, began research on the synthesis and polymerization of methyl methacrylate.

In 1955, the Jinxi Chemical Experiment Institute completed the industrial pilot experiment of synthesizing methyl acrylate and pouring polymerization at the Shenyang Chemical Industry Comprehensive Experiment Institute, and then started the large-scale industrial production.

Just like overseas, the production of acrylic in China initially served military purposes, with few civilian products available. Not only were the prices high, but the quality also did not compare to imported products.

"It's okay, as long as the results are good, it's worth spending a little more! It's only right to spend more if it produces good effects." Ah, in the architecture design units of the future, they'd rather dock employees' bonuses than skimp on the renderings and models. Only by presenting good display effects can they increase the probability of winning projects."

So don't talk about renderings and models. As long as needed, spending money to make 3D animations is necessary. Be sure to impress the client and sign the contract as soon as possible. The clients are all laymen, they don't understand the profession. The best way to convince them is to present impressive visual effects.

When the high-end and elegant renderings are displayed, and the animation produced by a professional company is played in the meeting room, the client is immediately impressed, making the subsequent proceedings much easier.

However, this has also led to another problem, that is, the emergence of rendering designers. Many designers put all their effort into the renderings, just to win the project bid. They aim to make the renderings as high-end, cool, and eye-catching as possible. As a result, they win the project, but the effects shown in the renderings cannot be realized in reality.

The final product is completely different from what was shown in the original concept drawing. At this point, the client has no choice but to accept it. After all, they can't just demolish the building and start over, can they? They can only grin and bear it. How could I have been so blind as to hire such an unreliable designer in the first place?

Then sue, withhold final payment, and create a chaotic situation. However, even if the final payment is not given, the designer has already made a considerable profit, and there is no guarantee of losing in a lawsuit. They can continue to deceive other parties elsewhere without affecting their prosperity at all, enjoying themselves while contributing to the decline of industry ethics.

However, since this method is effective, it shows the importance of demonstrating results. If there are only dry drawings, the first party probably cannot see the charm of their own design. So, under permissible conditions, it's necessary to create good renderings and models to impress the first party and convince them to entrust the project to you.

The rendering of the Forest Tower has been completed, and it is bound to be ahead of this era. However, if the model is made using the old-fashioned method of plain wooden boards and paper, it would be somewhat inappropriate. Therefore, Lin thought of using acrylic, which offers much better presentation than the old materials.

Even if it's more expensive, compared to the design fee after winning the project, it's not that much. So he immediately went out and took a big circle in the city, and finally bought enough acrylic sheets.

"As light as thin wood, but much better in reflectivity than wood. It's easier to process than glass. If it wasn't so expensive, it would definitely be the most suitable material for making models," Feng Shaoping tried it out and kind of liked this material.

"The colors are quite rich! Can this be used for the parts extending out as floor and roof panels? The effect is as metallic as steel; it can be used for walls in red, and it looks beautiful, much better than painting on wooden boards. It's just a pity that for the greenery, we still have to use iron wire and loofah, the effect is not as good." Li Qingxi sighed.

"This is for you." Lin handed over a few cans of spray paint. "It's glitter paint imported from the United States, give it a try!" Since they were going to do it, Lin had of course also considered the issue of green plants.

"This money is too much!" Li Qingxi took it and tried it. The green plants processed with this kind of spray paint indeed look much shinier than those made by the old method, adding a bit more vitality to them, but the price is a little hard to accept.

"Such expensive materials are being used, we have to do a good job!" Feng Shaoping picked up the hook knife and began processing, while Li Qingxi carefully painted the green plants with a spray paint can. The yard became lively again. If someone who didn't know came in, they may think they had opened a wood shop here.

After all the models were completed, everyone was stunned, "Is this the project we designed? It's so beautiful! I don't believe they will give the project to someone else with this model alone!"
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"Xiao Lin, Shanghai is not far away, it's just over a day's journey by train. Do we really need to take a plane? It's so expensive. Why don't we cancel the tickets and buy two hard seat tickets instead?" On the way to the airport, Hu Zhongping was still feeling uneasy. With his rank, he was far from qualified to take a plane, and this was his first business trip by air.

"Taking the train takes a whole day, but it only takes over two hours to fly. Think of all the extra time we could use! Let's go today, have a comfortable sleep tonight, and be refreshed for the meeting tomorrow, showing our best performance." Lin is already impressed by their professional abilities and is determined to find a way to keep them on board.

When I graduate, I can start my own architecture firm. By then, I will need a competent team. People like Hu Zhongping are hard to find in China. However, most people are not accustomed to working in private enterprises. Convincing him to come and work for me after graduating from Tsinghua University will be a challenge.

I can't provide them with qualifications or professional titles, and it's not the right time to talk about money directly. Many of those who first started doing business have indeed become wealthy, but are they still being looked down upon? So, Linlou can only influence them slowly from other aspects.

Aren't you complaining about the lack of advanced equipment in the design institute at Tsinghua University? Then let's buy the best calculator available on the market, and we'll also equip you with a computer. When you travel on business trips at your old workplace, most of the time you have to take hard seats on the train. I'll just buy you plane tickets. Over time, won't some people be tempted?

"Wow, the inside of the plane looks like this! Xiao Lin, come and take some photos for me! I'll show off to them later!" On the way here, Hu Zhongping was very reluctant, but once on the plane, he became excited. Nowadays, anyone who takes a flight deserves to boast about it."

"Okay, tilt your head slightly and don't look so serious. Give me a smile," Lin Lou directed him to strike a pose. Even if he didn't say anything, Lin Lou would still take the photo. Otherwise, how could he entice other teachers? Just talking wouldn't be as convincing as showing them the photos.

"Hey buddy, can you help me take a picture too?" Sure enough, I had just taken a picture, and the person next to me was envious. They quickly took out the money from their pocket and handed it over. More and more people saw this situation and rushed over like last time.

"No problem, but you'll have to wait for a bit. Right now, everyone please take your seats and don't disrupt the normal order," Before the flight attendant could even speak, Linlou had already said this. Taking another look, it seemed that the flight attendant who had come over was the same one from last time.

This is quite normal. There are not many flights at the moment, and it's common to see the same groups of flight attendants on different routes. It's not uncommon to encounter them again this time.

"Hey, this tie clip is quite nice! But this fan is a little bit shoddy." After the flight attendant handed out the souvenirs, Hu Zhongping analyzed with interest. Looking at the words 'China Airlines' on it, he was quite satisfied. This was a good item for showing off. In the future, when guests come to my home, I will have them use this fan."

He definitely had to ask, "Where did you come from?" Then I can tell him all about my experience flying on a plane. Thinking of this, Hu Zhongping felt very pleased. Although he is now a teacher at Tsinghua University, he is still a young person under thirty, and inevitably has such thoughts.

After a smooth flight, Lin Lou helped everyone take a bunch of photos, then returned to his seat with a thick stack of envelopes. By this time, Hu Zhongping had already started drinking Maotai, "No wonder you insisted on taking the plane. It's indeed more comfortable than the train. Where else can you get Maotai on a train?"

So when the plane landed, Hu Zhongping still felt a little reluctant to leave, "It's over so quickly?" It looks like he wanted to sit a little longer.

"It's okay, we can still take the plane back! It just so happens that we can catch your class next Monday." Today is Friday, and Hu Zhongping has no classes on Saturday, so they can stay in Shanghai for three days, including Sunday.

After coming out, Andrew and the driver were already waiting outside. Seeing this scene, Hu Zhongping was shocked once again. Xiao Lin, what did you do? Even the foreigners have come to pick you up with a car!

When I arrived at the Wudak residential complex, Hu Zhongping had already passed away. I remember seeing this building when I was studying "The History of Modern and Contemporary Chinese Architecture." I never thought I would have the chance to live here.

Are you still a student? You act like a capitalist living in luxury, flying on planes, being picked up upon arrival, and dining in such high-end places.

However... to be honest, this feeling is quite nice. Hu Zhongping drank red wine, clumsily cut the steak with a knife and fork, feeling quite subtle inside.

This time, he didn't dare to let Lin take photos. "Xiao Lin, isn't this a bit too extravagant for us? If you had told me earlier, I wouldn't have dared to come. I might as well have Xiao Feng or Xiao Xu accompany you instead."

"Next time, when we report back, let's have them come over together. If we can secure the project, there will be plenty of opportunities for them to come back and communicate with us. By then, everyone can come and experience it. This is the way to subtly influence them so that they gradually get used to it. And when we call them to come and work at our office, that's when they will be moved."

"Don't think it's extravagant. Think about it, whose house is this? It's Wuda's. He's also an architect, and so are we. Why can he build such a house, and we can't even dare to live in it? If you knew this house already belongs to me, you would be even more surprised, right?"

"That's different. Wu Dake was working for himself, while we are working at the company," Hu Zhongping excelled in architectural history, and still remembered Wu Dake's life story.

"That's true. But it's hard to say now. Every industry is undergoing reforms. I think sooner or later our construction industry will also be affected. It's possible that the situation will change in a few years." Lin nodded briefly and then poured a glass of wine for Hu Zhongping.

After having a meal, I took him on a complete tour inside and out, letting him experience what kind of life a top architect can enjoy. Then we each went back to our rooms to rest.

Although Hu Zhongping was staying in a guest room, it was well-equipped with a bathtub, television, and a record player. He filled the bathtub with water, listened to the sounds from the television, and looked around the spacious room. He couldn't help but think back to the days when he used to stay in hotels while on business trips, and it felt like a world of difference.

If I go back and tell them, they will definitely have to treat me. But to be able to enjoy this once, it's worth treating them.

Sigh, if every business trip had such treatment, I'd be willing to stick with Xiao Lin. Having finished washing up and lying on the soft bed, Hu Zhongping murmured in his heart.
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After being awakened by the knock on the door, Hu Zhongping's first action was to quickly assess the situation in the room. After taking a good look, he murmured to himself, "So it wasn't a dream. I really did sleep in Wu Dake's residence last night."

"Teacher Hu, get up and have breakfast. It's already prepared downstairs. After eating, we still need to go and report to others!" Lin's voice came from outside the door.

"Oh, I am up, I am up. You go ahead and eat first, I will come down soon," Hu Zhongping woke up from his sleep and hurriedly got dressed and washed up.

When I got downstairs, there were bread, milk, bacon, fried eggs... There were even Shanghai specialties like Nanxiang soup dumplings and pan-fried buns laid out on the table, a sumptuous breakfast spread ready.

"Don't rush, take your time eating. I made an appointment with Secretary Yu for a briefing at ten o'clock. It's only eight o'clock now, let alone having a car, we can even walk there in time." The distance from Wu Dake's former residence to the Mahler Villa is only three or four kilometers. Even if they take half an hour to have breakfast and then spend an hour walking over, they still have half an hour to prepare.

"It's better to go early, it’s better to go early, even if we can only wait, it will show that we have a proper attitude," Hu Zhongping had previous experience in reporting, which is also an important reason why Lin Lou brought him along this time.

After having dinner and chatting for a while about the key points of the report, they finally set off at nine o'clock, urged repeatedly by Hu Zhongping.

There's no need to worry about traffic jams now. Starting from Wu Dake's old residence, it takes about ten minutes to arrive at the door of the Ma Le Mansion. The driver helped to carry the model into the villa.

"Xiao Lin, you're here so early? Why don't you go to the conference room first, have a cup of tea and sit for a while? I'll go and notify the other members of the review team," Yu Jichuan asked his secretary to take them to the conference room.

After a while, the members of the expert group also took the bus and joined the main leaders of the Yu Jichuan unit in the conference room, ready to listen to their report.

The expert group, led by Professor Liang from Tongji University, exchanged pleasantries with Yu Jichuan, then looked at Hu Zhongping and said, "Comrade, you may now begin your report."

"Um, sorry Professor Liang, this time the person in charge of the report is Comrade Linlou," Hu Zhongping hesitated for a moment, then quickly pointed to Linlou, "Comrade Linlou completed the main ideas and design work of this project."

Seeing so many people, he felt embarrassed to call Linlou classmate. Nevertheless, Linlou's age still aroused the doubt of the expert group and the leaders, "Your Beijing Institute has started hiring such young designers?"

They are participating in the bidding with the backing of Beijing Municipal Court. Just as Yu Jichuan wanted to explain, Professor Liang spoke first, "Lin Lou? Are you the one who designed the teaching building at Houku Middle School? I remember you were still studying at Tsinghua University, right?"

"I am truly honored that Professor Liang has heard of my name," Lin said modestly as he stood up. "I am still a student, and when I last visited Shanghai, I heard about this opportunity. So I tried it with a few teachers. It would be the best if I could gain recognition from all the leaders and teachers here. If not, it would still be a valuable learning opportunity."

"If an ordinary student dared to design such a project during their time at school, I would scold them to death! But since it's you, nowadays, the regular teaching methods indeed may not be of much help to you. It's good to involve yourself in more practical activities." Professor Liang smiled. These days, their school still uses the textbooks compiled by Professor Lin.

"Oh, you mean the Lin Building project at Xiangshan Hotel for Mr. Bei?"

"Is it Lin Lou who wrote 'History of Modern Architecture in Foreign Countries'?" With Professor Liang's reminder, other professional reviewers also understood Lin Lou's identity, and no longer questioned his professional ability.

"Then let's listen carefully to Mr. Lin's plan!" This time even the address has changed. In their opinion, the person who designed the teaching building of Houku Middle School and wrote "A History of Modern Foreign Architecture" Lin building, totally deserves the title of Mr. Lin.

"I will start reporting now!" Lin stood up and walked to the prepared whiteboard, and put up the first picture. "The site of this project is an irregular plot, overall in a long and narrow L-shape. Building a skyscraper on such a plot is prone to issues like insufficient sunlight, west-facing exposure, and poor air circulation... At the same time, considering the owner's desire to reflect the unit's characteristics and showcase the youthful and vibrant features of the young people..."

Lin Lou first analyzed the specific situation of the plot of land and the needs of the client, and then began to introduce his own design proposal, "According to the above reasons, I have made this design."

After saying that, he slapped the table and covered the plot analysis diagram with the effect map. He couldn't help but sigh to himself, "Ah, in the future, all I need to do is press a button and the PPT will turn pages automatically. No need for manual pasting of images, and the visuals will be bigger, with higher resolution and better visual experience."

The sound of chairs being pushed was heard as Lin Lou just turned and fully displayed the renderings. Upon seeing the renderings, Yu Jichuan and others couldn't help but stand up and watch.

"Indeed… Indeed, it is full of vitality!" When Yu Jichuan first mentioned the three words "full of vitality," it was just a vague idea. He never thought that he could accurately present this concept through architecture. However, when he saw the rendering of the red curved building in front of him, he instantly felt the vitality.

"Lin, how did you come up with this? This design is completely different from the usual style in China, and it has completely overturned the experts' conventional wisdom. They are all a bit shocked for the moment."

Another round of table and chair movement, whether it's leaders or members of the expert group, they all wanted to see the details more intuitively, so they swarmed up and gathered around the whiteboard, staring at it with wide eyes.

"We also made a model, and looking at the model gives a more intuitive feeling." Their reaction completely disrupted Lin's plan. The model that was originally intended to be presented later has now been brought out by Hu Zhongping.

With a bang, they ran from the whiteboard to the table with the models, eagerly watching the exquisitely crafted models. The acrylic material shone under the sunlight, providing a more impressive experience for the leaders and experts.

Shocked, confused, and joyful expressions appeared in their faces in turn, but the expression on Professor Liang's face was different from the others. His initially surprised expression turned into anger.

Suddenly, he turned around abruptly and pointed at Linlou, shouting, "You are committing a crime!"
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With Professor Liang's announcement, the bustling conference room immediately fell silent. Everyone turned to look at them. The members of the expert group appeared pensive, while Yu Jichuan and others were totally confused.

Hu Zhongping looked nervously at Linlou, just as I said before - someone is sure to blame us like this. See, it has happened. It's a pity that such a good plan probably can't be implemented now.

"Professor Liang, is there a problem with this plan?" Yu Jichuan hurriedly asked. Could it be that the design is not reasonable and the building will collapse easily after it's built? He was starting to regret agreeing to participate in the bidding with Linlou. I knew it, such a young kid, how could they be capable of good architectural design?

"Yes, there are problems, and they are major problems!" Professor Liang pointed at the extended steel eaves on the model and exclaimed, "How much steel will this project consume? And with such a large area of color-changing thermal insulation glass, curved walls... our country is in need of construction everywhere, and funds are tight. Designing a building that wastes materials and funds like this is criminal behavior!"

"Yeah, while this project seems great, we just can't afford it right now!" Other experts also chimed in, "Xiao Lin, we heard that you went to the United States for an academic conference during the summer break? Did you get inspired by all the modern buildings in America and want to design one yourself? It's a good idea, but you also need to consider the current situation in our country."

Professor Liang's words may be a bit harsh, but it is also well-intentioned! As designers, we cannot just focus on our own creativity; we also need to consider saving resources and funds. Perhaps you were used to Mr. Bei's lavish construction when working at the Fragrant Hills Hotel, but that was a special case and cannot be generalized.

The expert group's opinion is unanimous, that the design of Lin's building is good, but it is somewhat wasteful. In such a tense period, designing such a project is untimely. To put it bluntly, it is indeed a crime, just like the current trend of widening roads in the city.

"Xiao Lin, I may have sounded a bit harsh just now, but there are indeed some wasteful issues with this design! If we were to follow your plan for the design, the costs would be much higher compared to the previous ones." Professor Liang now realizes that his tone was a bit intense just now.

He actually hopes to see young architects like Linlou step up quickly to take over their responsibilities, but precisely because of this, they need to be protected. He experienced the anti-waste movement in the architectural field in the 1950s.

In the 1950s, especially in the field of industrial construction, there was a serious problem of waste, which greatly affected the country's development. In response, the central government issued instructions to reduce the cost per unit area.

These instructions have to some extent curbed waste, but also caused adverse effects. On the one hand, the anti-waste measures themselves have led to waste. The glass components at the top of the Beijing Four Departments and One Commission building were already prepared for installation on site, but due to the prohibition on their use, they could be excluded from the construction cost. Many expensive glass components could only be abandoned at the site.

The decorative components such as lighting fixtures purchased by the construction department are not in place and have been lying in the warehouse for decades. Many buildings are too rudimentary to be used, causing some regrets of "left unused, but a pity to dismantle".

Even triggered a series of safety issues, such as the alloy steel workshop of Banshan Iron and Steel Plant, which caused tragedies of multiple workers' deaths and injuries due to design errors and construction oversights.

Anti-waste is absolutely necessary, but there are so many problems that it is a bit of overkill, and many architects have been implicated, causing a lot of people to leave the architecture industry. Professor Liang does not want Linlou to suffer such a tragedy.

Linlou knows the history behind this, so he naturally understands why Professor Liang reacted so strongly. He is not blaming himself, but instead protecting himself, so he is not angry, but respectfully bows to express his gratitude, "Professor Liang, I understand your reminder, but I made the decision after consulting with the leadership."

At this moment, Yu Jichuan also understands. Oh, it's not that there are flaws in the design of the building itself, but there is some wastage. It doesn't matter anyway, after all, this time it's not the country's money that is being spent.

"Professor Liang, our project is special and does not rely on government funding. Standard Chartered Bank wants to buy the Malle villa, and we requested them to help us build a new office building. Therefore, the costs are covered by Standard Chartered Bank, so a little extra spending is not a problem." He quickly explained to Professor Liang.

"Yeah, if it's not the architectural design itself that has a problem, I think this plan is still worth discussing!" Several leaders naturally want to work in a better office building. Compared with the Lin Building plan, those previous plans are just like village mud houses. If they hadn't seen the Lin Building plan, they would still be open to the old designs. But once they've seen the Lin Building plan, they no longer want to use those old designs."

"Even if it's not our money, we shouldn't waste it, right?" Upon hearing that it wouldn't cost the country any money, Professor Liang's attitude improved significantly, but he still had some doubts. "If you use a lot of steel and glass for this, what about the other projects? And these building materials themselves cost a lot of money. Would Standard Chartered Bank be willing to do it?"

“Why are they buying the Moller Villa? They wouldn't be planning to demolish it, would they? This is a historically significant old building in Shanghai, with immense cultural and historical value. It can't be casually demolished, or there will definitely be regret in the future!” Some experts have also noticed the Moller Villa. Anyone in the construction industry in Shanghai is well aware of the significance of this building.”

"No, no, they have already said that they will restore the Malerb villa to its original state. It will be more conducive for the protection of the building to be handed over to them rather than having so many of us working inside. All of this will have to be written into the contract," Yu Jichuan explained hastily. "As for the cost issue, they haven't haggled, so we don't need to save money for them, right?"

"Exchanging the Maler villa for this office building, both of your families would benefit, it's just this steel..." Professor Liang is still concerned about the material issue.

"It's not a big deal. This time, the bank used foreign exchange to pay the expenses, and then converted it into RMB in the city to build houses for us. The foreign exchange was then used to introduce equipment to steel mills and other enterprises. So the more money we spend, the more advanced equipment the steel mills can introduce. If we spend less, they wouldn't be happy either!"

So there is no issue of waste at all!
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"Of course, it shouldn't be too much, otherwise Standard Chartered Bank definitely won't agree." Upon hearing that it wasn't a problem with the design itself, Yu Jichuan felt relieved.

"Even so, in the current situation where the country is not well-off in various aspects, will the construction of such a building have a rapid impact? What if other units follow suit?" Professor Liang still has some hesitation. Yes, your project is built with Standard Chartered Bank's money, so there is no issue of wasting national funds, but what about other units?

They also have the need to construct office buildings. They may not know that you are not using national funds for construction, or they may pretend not to know. What should be done about projects that involve serious wasting of resources? All units like to show off. If this trend is triggered, it will be a considerable responsibility.

"Yeah, in my opinion, since Standard Chartered Bank is willing to invest, we might as well build a larger office building. It will be much more cost-effective." An expert chimed in, "As for this plan, let's keep it for now and use it when the conditions are more favorable in the future."

"Hehe, Professor Liang, distinguished experts, these are all things to be considered by the higher authorities. Let's continue to listen to Xiaolin's report first and see if there are any flaws in this design." Yu Jichuan smiled and shifted the topic.

He definitely wouldn't want to use the old plan, and it's even less acceptable to build the building taller and larger. If you build the building so tall, our department won't be able to use it all. When the higher-ups come, they might say, "Since you still have so many empty offices, why don't you give a building to the sister unit?" Wouldn't that be a loss for us?

"Yeah, it was said that this plot of land was difficult to solve the problems of sunlight exposure and air circulation. So, Xiao Lin, what kind of plan did you use?" Other leaders in the unit also wanted to understand, and quickly helped Yu Jichuan steer the topic to the professional aspect.

"The sunlight issues regarding this plot mainly include the following aspects: first, the problem of western exposure on the west side; second, the issue of insufficient sunlight on the south side; and third, the potential problem of the two buildings casting shadows on each other. Therefore, we did not adopt the conventional right-angled layout, but instead utilized curved arcs to allow for better sunlight angles for the buildings on the south side."

"The steel plates protruding from the top of each floor on the west side can act as a sunshade, which can help to avoid the sun to a certain extent. At the same time, use colored heat-insulating glass to avoid the disadvantage of indoor high temperatures in summer...... Meanwhile, there is no building construction at the connection between the two buildings....."

"The sky bridge not only facilitates the movement of staff between the two buildings, but also leaves a large space for the back of the buildings to enjoy sunlight, while also allowing for better air circulation. Lin addressed these doubts from a professional perspective."

"This is the result of our calculations. Through analysis of the annual sunlight exposure on this plot of land, we have adjusted the amplitude of the building's curved surface, as well as the length of the steel plates protruding, ensuring both avoidance of direct sunlight from the west, while also maximizing material efficiency..." Hu Zhongping quickly handed over the detailed data of the calculations and analysis.

Professor Liang and others took it over to read it, "Hmm, the calculation results are very accurate. From a design perspective, it solves these two problems, but..." He wanted to mention the issue of waste.

"Since it's been resolved, that's good. The previous plans couldn't avoid the issues with sunlight exposure and air circulation. While such buildings may be inexpensive, they are not suitable for office use. I would say that this kind of design is a real waste. After all, buildings are made for people to use. If they can't even be used properly, what's the point?" Yu Jichuan didn't give him a chance to speak.

"Yeah, some money needs to be spent, the key is to spend it wisely. It's not appropriate to save at the expense of causing a pile of problems. Back then, because of anti-waste, a batch of unusable buildings was created, right? We can't make the same mistakes again." Yu Jichuan, who also experienced that era in the unit, immediately used the same reasoning to silence the experts. They also wanted to work in such offices."

"Let's continue discussing the professional matters. Since sunlight and air circulation are not a problem, what structural defects are there?" After listening to the report several times in a row, Yu Jichuan is also familiar with the process.

"This is the result of our calculations. From a structural perspective, there are no problems with the project." Hu Zhongping then presented the structural calculation results. The experts asked questions as they examined them, and Hu Zhongping responded fluently.

"Hmm, the data here seems off, doesn't it? With such large windows, the weight of the window frames is definitely more than this, right?" Suddenly, an expert raised a question.

"Meng Gong, you calculated based on the weight of commonly used steel doors and windows, but according to our design, this building will use aluminum alloy doors and windows." Hu Zhongping immediately understood the key issue.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, large-scale steel door and window production bases were established in cities such as Shanghai, Beijing, and Xi'an. They have been widely used in the fields of industrial and civil construction. Especially in the 1970s, there was even a trend of using steel instead of wood. As for aluminum alloy doors and windows, they were only introduced to China in the 1970s and are currently only used in foreign embassies in China and a few foreign-related buildings.

"If it's aluminum alloy doors and windows, then there's no problem with the data; but if we use aluminum alloy doors and windows, wouldn't that have to be imported? We can't spend foreign exchange like that!" Meng immediately expressed his opposition. Aluminum alloy doors and windows are indeed lighter than steel doors and windows, but they require spending foreign exchange.

"There's actually no need to use foreign exchange. When the Xiangshan Hotel was being built, the doors and windows were made of aluminum alloy. As a result, some manufacturers in Beijing began to develop the production technology for aluminum alloy doors and windows. They have made some initial achievements, so they can make doors and windows for our project in the future, or we can have manufacturers from Shanghai come to Beijing to learn the production process and then produce them. There's not much concept of patents now, and it's common for state-owned enterprises to learn from each other." Lin explained, "Marlins, it's not necessary to use foreign exchange. When the Xiangshan Hotel was being constructed, the doors and windows were made of aluminum alloy. As a result, some manufacturers in Beijing began to develop the production technology for aluminum alloy doors and windows. They have made some initial achievements, so they can make doors and windows for our project in the future, or we can have manufacturers from Shanghai come to Beijing to learn the production process and then produce them. There's not much concept of patents now, and it's common for state-owned enterprises to learn from each other."

Two consecutive questions were resolved properly, and the following Q&A became even more fluent, continuing until experts finally had nothing left to ask except when to have lunch.

The professional issues have been resolved, and there are no technical flaws in the design of Lin building. Next, we should ask Jichuan and the others, but when they saw the model, they liked it so much that they couldn't wait to move in tomorrow, so how could they create obstacles? So with just a few words, the Q&A ended, and they led everyone to go for a meal.

After dinner, Lin and the expert group went back first, while Yu and the main leaders of the department went back to the meeting room to continue their discussion. "Should we adopt Lin's plan for this project? Should we go ahead with the construction according to Lin's design?"

The technical problems have been solved, the remaining are other considerations.
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"Let's put some effort into moving, shall we? We're willing to accept orders from our superiors and contribute to earning foreign exchange, but you can't leave us with nothing, can you? What kind of plans have been put forward before? Can this kind of office building be inhabited? It's not easy to come up with a standard-compliant one, so why can't we live there?" Now that there's no one else here, everyone is speaking more boldly. They've been holding back their anger because the superiors took away all the foreign exchange, and now they've finally found a reason to vent."

"However, we still need to consider the social impact. Building such a tall building indeed attracts attention," said the more conservative leader.

"The forestry worker also did it according to our requirements. This office building matches our Youth League's vibrant and upward-looking spirit, showcasing the new era's youthful appearance. I think it's just right."

In the office, there was a heated argument. However, after carefully listening, it became clear that there was more support for the Lin building plan. Therefore, Yu Jichuan made the final decision, "Since that's the case, let's submit this plan and see what the leaders have to say!"

So he called the superior department, and the superior also wanted to finalize the matter as soon as possible, in order to obtain foreign exchange to replace equipment for several state-owned enterprises. Therefore, he was immediately asked to bring the proposal for reporting.

When they arrived at the leader's office, Yu Jichuan went through the plan. When the effect drawing and model left by Lin Lou were shown, although the leader also thought that the plan was very good, the higher cost and exaggerated appearance still left them hesitant. "It's so much more expensive than the previous plan. Can Standard Chartered Bank agree to it?"

"I made a call to confirm, they had some objections at first, but finally agreed. However, they said the price cannot go any higher." Yu Jichuan has already contacted Andrew, and of course Andrew has no objections, as this plan was originally proposed by Linlou."

"Wow, with the current exchange rate, we can get even more foreign exchange, maybe we can even introduce an additional set of equipment. This is great news!" The industrial supervisor is happy to accept this reality.

"Having a good thing is indeed good, but I'm afraid it might turn into a bad thing! If other units see that you've built such a good office building, they might want to follow suit. What should we do?" This person has also considered the issue of social impact.

"If they can find a way to obtain foreign exchange, then let them proceed with construction. If not, they should obediently follow the arrangements. Even if it's the office building of our own unit, we can't just build it as we please! The Youth League Committee is a special case and cannot be generalized. Constructing an office building is not something that can be decided by our unit alone."

"The approval process must be strictly controlled to prevent other units from exploiting loopholes. As for this project, I think we should just approve it. Approving it earlier will also allow us to receive foreign exchange earlier. It's already the second half of the year, so if we can speed up the process, we can strive to have the equipment in place by the end of the year. This will attract foreign exchange investment for year-end statistics, and the data on enterprise technological reform will look better." The attraction of foreign exchange is still considerable.

"We in Shanghai were one of the first cities to open up to the outside world. This modern building in the city is also a symbol of the achievements of reform, demonstrating the trend of integrating with the international community. Therefore, I think we can do it, but we need to repeatedly emphasize the uniqueness of this project and resolutely prevent the occurrence of indiscriminate construction for the sake of following trends."

Firstly, the building is indeed designed beautifully, and secondly, it involves foreign exchange issues, so the leaders are gradually inclined to accept it. "So be it, this project can be carried out, but it will not set a precedent."

"Lao Yu, you go back early and file a formal report for us. We will approve it as soon as possible and strive to get the foreign exchange as soon as possible. The equipment models for those factories have been chosen, and we are just waiting for the foreign exchange to arrive!"

"I'll start writing as soon as I go back. Even if I have to stay up all night, I must finish the report and submit it early tomorrow morning!" Yu Jichuan hurriedly assured, in fact, when he came over, the colleagues at the unit had already started writing.

After returning, Yu Jichuan first looked at the parts completed by the pen holders, gave some new suggestions based on the reported progress, and then returned to the office. He picked up the phone and dialed Lin Lou, "Xiao Lin, the leaders also like your design very much. There is a good chance that this project will be approved. The leaders are very supportive, and now it's just a matter of going through the process."

"That's good. Once I return, I will start the next step immediately and strive to produce the new drawings as soon as possible." Linlou smiled. Although he was well aware of the foreign exchange hanging here, the likelihood of the project being approved was very high. However, receiving a definite answer still made him happy.

The process of architectural design generally consists of three stages: schematic design, preliminary design, and construction drawing design. The schematic design primarily focuses on solving issues related to the building form, layout of functional areas, facade styling, area indicators, control of plot ratio, overall site positioning, and setbacks.

The preliminary design mainly involves further refinement of the architectural design plans, with various specialties raising relevant issues and proposing solutions to make the architectural plans more reasonable, thereby serving the construction drawings; as for the construction drawings, they are directly handed to the construction party for them to carry out the construction according to the drawings.

Now that the first step has been completed and the approval from the first party has been obtained, it is natural to proceed with the preparation for the next step.

"The leader hasn't approved yet, and the assignment hasn't been confirmed to be given to you. However...since you are willing to make preparations first, it is definitely the best outcome!" Not signing the contract means there is a possibility of changes, which could make their work in vain. However, considering the leader's attitude just now, Yu Jichuan felt that this possibility is unlikely."

In that case, it would be beneficial for them to start the next phase of work earlier. If the drawings are completed sooner, they can begin work earlier, ultimately leading to an earlier completion of the project, allowing him to move into the new office building sooner.

"I will also push things forward from my end, so that when you come next time, we can sign the contract directly. After you go back, make sure to inform the Beijing Municipal Court and we will definitely need to use their official seal at that time," Yu Jichuan reminded.

"No problem, I have already talked to Director Qiu in advance. As long as you confirm the time, I will bring the official seal over promptly. The contract needs to be signed under the name of the Beijing Municipal Institute. Personally, Lin Lou doesn't have the qualification to sign. But in a few years, a private architectural firm can be established, and it won't be so troublesome by then."

"How did the project turn out?" Hu Zhongping asked eagerly as soon as Linlou hung up the phone.

"Basically nailed it! Let's have a good day of sightseeing in Shanghai tomorrow, and then we'll head back to Beijing the day after to start the next phase of work!" Lin Lou clenched his fist tightly. This was the first project he had won through bidding since his rebirth, and it was definitely worth celebrating.

The debt has finally been paid off.
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"Shall we stop shopping? Since we're done, let's head back earlier. It's expensive to stay outside for long!" Hu Zhongping still felt a bit reluctant to spend money.

"The plane ticket is booked for the day after tomorrow, so even if we want to leave tomorrow, we can't! I will go to Zheng Weiming's house tomorrow to see if we need to bring anything. You can go shopping and think about what to buy for Teacher Qu. It's not easy to come to Shanghai. If you go back empty-handed, Teacher Qu will definitely be upset!" Lin Lou and Hu Zhongping joked.

He is now dating another teacher at the school. It would be a big mistake if he goes back without bringing a gift. Lin Lou doesn't want their work efficiency to be affected because of any conflict with Teacher Qu.

I went outside to get an envelope, put some cash inside, and handed it to Hu Zhongping, "Teacher Hu, working on projects is different from working in the institute. It's similar to Mr. Bei's law firm. Everyone involved in the project will receive a commission. Consider this as an advance on your commission. You can use it first, and when the commission comes in, we'll deduct it from there."

"No need, no need, I brought money with me!" Hu Zhongping quickly refused. Nowadays, intellectuals always feel awkward when it comes to money.

"It's originally yours, I just sent it to you earlier. Why be so polite? Besides, this is not Chinese yuan, it's foreign exchange vouchers. Later, I'll ask Xiao Duan to drive you to the Friendship Mall. He works at Standard Chartered Bank and can take you in. You can buy some imported cosmetics for Teacher Qu, she will definitely be happy." Lin Lou had already decided that the first commission would not be high, and he would give them all in foreign exchange vouchers.

If you were to give RMB, perhaps some people would feel embarrassed to refuse, but now there are not many people who can refuse foreign exchange vouchers.

"Xiao Lin, look at your...". Sure enough, as soon as he heard it was foreign exchange coupons, Hu Zhongping hesitated. It just felt a bit awkward to take money from a student, even though he was still Xiao Lin's teacher.

"Teacher Hu, I am going to talk to Andrew about something. Hurry up and go to the Friendship Mall while it's still open! Xiao Duan, do me a favor, take Teacher Hu for a stroll at the Friendship Mall!" Lin didn't give him a chance to refuse at all, and directly called the driver sent by Andrew to pick him up, and left in a flash.

Hu Zhongping hesitated and followed Xiao Duan onto the car. He secretly opened the envelope and took a glance. There were so many? He suddenly felt a lot more confident.

The Lotus car stopped in front of the Friendship Mall, and the greeter at the entrance, seeing the license plate, thought that foreigners had arrived and quickly helped Hu Zhongping to open the car door. Without even asking, he let them in.

"Teacher Hu, are you going to buy something for your partner? What does your partner do? What do they usually like? Maybe I can help you come up with some ideas." Xiao Duan had already received Lin Lou's instructions to take good care of Hu Zhongping, so he asked right away as soon as he entered.

Hu Zhongping is really worried about this. When it comes to buying professional tools for architectural design, he knows more than anyone else. But when it comes to buying gifts for his girlfriend, he really doesn't know what to choose. Once he enters the store and sees a wide variety of products, he suddenly doesn't know what to buy. Xiao Duan's words have saved him.

He smiled awkwardly and said, "We haven't made it official yet, but we have some feelings for each other! She... She's also a teacher at Tsinghua, teaching literature, and she likes to listen to classical music in her spare time."

"I see, then follow me!" Xiaoduan led him to the audio and video products counter. "Since you like listening to music, there are tape recorders. Let’s give a few tapes of her favorite music. Does your partner prefer Beethoven or Mozart?"

Although Hu Zhongping specifically emphasized that the relationship has not been determined yet, Xiaoduan just pretended not to hear it. He is also a man and naturally knows what men like to hear.

"Okay, okay, this is good, this is good!" Hu Zhongping nodded repeatedly, selected several albums that Qu Lao Shi did not have, and readily took out foreign exchange coupons from the envelope to pay the bill.

"Teacher Qu is such an elegant lady, it's more suitable to choose a lighter colored silk scarf and opt for more subtle makeup as well!" After buying the tape, Xiao Duan took her to browse clothing and cosmetics counters.

"You should also buy something for yourself. Otherwise, when you go watch a movie with Teacher Qu, she'll be dressed up beautifully and you'll look plain. People will think you're being mistreated by Teacher Qu, which wouldn't be good!" Xiao Duan was really good at persuading people. Not only did he convince Hu Zhongping to buy a bunch of gifts for Teacher Qu, but he also completely changed his own appearance from head to toe.

"Tomorrow I will take you to stroll along the Bund and visit the City God Temple. Since you are here, you must go and see, and bring back some local specialties for your family." After dropping off Hu Zhongping at Wu Dake's residence, Xiao Duan reminded him.

The following day, Lin Lou brought the specialties bought in Beijing for his family and a small gift for himself, and went to visit Zheng Weiming's family. Meanwhile, Hu Zhongping continued to go shopping with Xiao Duan.

When they came back in the evening, both of them were carrying large and small packages. Hu Zhongping brought gifts for his date and family, while Lin Lou helped deliver items for Zheng Weiming's family, and also brought gifts for Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, Xu Jiaping, and others. Hu Zhongping couldn't just bring back the packages without giving them something in return.

These things may not necessarily be very valuable, but having them or not makes a difference. They represent one's thoughts to some extent.

Back in Beijing, the group was already waiting in the courtyard. Linlou personally told them the good news, and although they had already heard it over the phone, everyone was still very happy.

"During this period of time, several teachers have worked hard, but our hard work has not been in vain. We have basically secured the project! So today, we should celebrate and have a congratulatory feast!" After distributing the gifts, Lin Lou said.

"I'm going to buy groceries. May I ask Ma Yong and the rest of you to help clean up the barbecue grill stand? Once I'm back, we can get started!" offered Hu Zhongping.

"Let's not eat here today, let's go out and eat at a restaurant!" We've had barbecue and meat so many times, it's not fresh at all. Since it's a celebration banquet, we should try a different flavor.

"This is great, Xiaolou, let's go to the barbecue season and taste the difference between their barbecue and our own!" Wen Xuan received Linlou's hint and immediately exclaimed.

With him making such a fuss, several teachers found it hard to refuse, so they came up with various ideas, "Barbecue season is a bit expensive, why don't we all go eat shaomai together!"

"Let's go to Jinfang for fried cake, or we can go for sweet dumplings!" They all didn't want Linlou to spend too much and suggested small restaurants.

"These big guys have all been eaten before, not fresh. Today I'll take you to eat something fresh!" Linlou had already decided what he wanted to eat.
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"How can I join you guys for dinner in your little circle? Hurry up and go by yourself, I'll just go to the cafeteria later!" Qu Fangfang lowered the volume of the recorder, waved a scarf in front of the mirror while listening to Mozart's concerto. She was very satisfied with Hu Zhongping's performance this time; this blockhead finally remembered to buy her a gift.

"It's not just a dinner, it's a celebration. We've basically secured the project this time, so we want to celebrate. Just now, Xiaolin also mentioned that it's a bit boring to just enjoy it ourselves, so let's... let's invite a few more friends. Actually, what Lin said just now was to invite our partners, but Huzhongping is still too embarrassed to say that."

"Go ahead, go ahead. We're not going to an ordinary place today. Xiaolin said he's taking us to eat Western food. Besides, everyone else has friends with them. It's not appropriate for me to be the only lonely one." Hu Zhongping continued persuading.

"So, can I go with you? What exactly am I to you?" Qu Fangfang asked somewhat shyly. If it were any other girl, they would certainly focus on the mention of Western food, but what she cared about more was friendship. Does that mean I'm just an ordinary friend to you?

"You...You can consider yourself my girlfriend! Consider yourself my partner!" Even though Hu Zhongping was usually taciturn, he should understand after hearing this. He blurted out impulsively, feeling nervous only after speaking.

But since the words have been spoken, he couldn't back down. Hu Zhongping immediately became serious, "Fangfang, we've known each other for several years. You definitely understand my feelings for you. Although my rank is not high now and I don't earn much, I wrote several articles last year and co-edited a book with others. If there is an opening in the department next time, my chances are still high. If you follow me, you won't suffer in the future!"

Not to mention the extra income brought in by Xiaolin, our life will definitely get better and better in the future. Hu Zhongping patted his pocket, the foreign exchange coupon given to him by Linlou hasn't been spent yet.

"People are still waiting for you to go over there. Why are you babbling on about these things?" Qu Fangfang blushed all of a sudden, her nose feeling a bit sore. After waiting for so long, you finally said these words. However, nowadays, young girls are easily embarrassed and can't respond directly, so they can only tacitly agree in this way.

Hu Zhongping is still sitting there staring blankly, with his legs shaking non-stop, afraid that Qu Fangfang will get angry if she hears these words. But you, are you going to agree in the end?

"Do you finally decide to go or not?" Don't you understand this? Qu Fangfang was a little angry, but when she saw Hu Zhongping's silly look, she chuckled and got up to straighten his tie, "Look, even your tie clip is crooked... Who can't see what's going on between us in the department? If I don't want you, who else can you go with?"

In the end, Qu Fangfang's voice sounded like the buzzing of a mosquito. Hu Zhongping suddenly felt as if he was hearing celestial music. He wanted to do something, but Qu Fangfang pushed him away and said, "Get out quickly, I need to change my clothes."

When the two of them arrived at the assembly point, Jin Qiuxiang immediately noticed the scarf around her neck, "Oh, Zhongping, this is not easy. You now know how to treat someone well... Fangfang, come here and let me have a look. Is this scarf imported? It looks beautiful!"

"Zhongping, if Xialin didn't arrange everything today, you would have to treat us no matter what!" Li Qingxi and the others also teased, knowing that Hu Zhongping likes Qu Fangfang, and now seeing their progress, they are also very happy.

"Teacher Hu, the method I told you is correct, right?" Linlou also smiled and leaned in, whispering in a low voice. Hu Zhongping smiled back with a kind expression. If it weren't for Linlou, the two of them wouldn't know when they would be able to uncover this layer of paper."

"Hey, the bus is here, let's hurry up and get on!" As the bus approached, Lin Luo rescued Hu Zhongping and Qu Fangfang and called everyone to get on the bus.

"Huh, Xiaolin, didn't we say we were going to have Western food? But this bus isn't going to Lao Mo or Xin Qiao!" Li Qingxi was about to get on the bus when he stopped to look at the license plate number.

"Yes, this is the bus. We're not going to Xin Qiao or Lao Mo this time. I'm sure you've been to both of those places. Today, I'm taking you to a newly opened restaurant," Lin Lou said as he boarded the bus with his drinks. Everyone else quickly followed suit, speculating about where they were going. Lin Lou remained tight-lipped about the destination.

Eating Western food in Beijing, there has always been a saying called "North Old Mo, South New Qiao", referring to the Moscow Restaurant outside Xizhimen in the north and the New Qiao Restaurant in the south. Both of these restaurants were opened in the 1950s and specialize in Russian-style Western cuisine.

In "Bloody Romance", Zhong Yuemin and others often went to these two restaurants to eat. During this period, these two restaurants were also the main choices for people in Beijing to eat western food.

"Lao Mo and Xin Qiao's cooking is not bad, but it's mainly Russian style Western cuisine. Today, we're going to have French style Western cuisine, which is a bit different from the food cooked by the Russians! If you want to eat something delicious, Lin Lou still thinks that Chinese food is delicious. However, this time it's not just about eating, so he chose a different place."

The group took two buses and arrived at the entrance of a two-story building on the north side of Dongsi Nan Avenue, Ganmian Hutong, west of the road. There was a sign hanging on the building with the words "Jiale Chinese-Western Restaurant" written on it.

Just as I was about to step inside, I saw a foreigner coming out disappointed. A staff member in a white apron kept apologizing, "Sorry, we're fully booked today. Please come back tomorrow!"

At first glance, Linlou and the others hurriedly greeted in their white aprons, "You're here. Everything is ready, just waiting for you to come over!"

"Oh, Xiaolin is here. I've been waiting for you for half a day! Teachers, please come inside quickly!" Upon hearing the voice, Qibaocheng also came out from inside.

Qi Baocheng also often goes to Linlou's place. They know each other well and don't need introductions. When they sat down inside, Linlou talked about the origin of this restaurant, "This restaurant was opened by two brothers. The eldest brother used to work as a chef in a foreign-related club, and he learned excellent cooking skills there. After the policy was relaxed, he partnered with his younger brother and opened this restaurant in their ancestral home."

"This should be considered as the first privately owned Western restaurant in our capital city. It only opened in December last year. Brother Qi took me there once and I thought the food was quite good, so I asked him to help me book a day."

This store has already closed down, but it was extremely popular at the time. The cars from many embassies used to clog up the roads all day long, and foreigners would line up every day. It was very difficult for Chinese people to get a seat.

If it weren't for Qibaocheng's help, he really couldn't have pulled it off.

Thank you for the generous reward, Wū Kūténg.
Chapter 260 Contract Signing

Qi Baocheng works in the railway department. Even though the two brothers are Beijing natives and don't need it themselves, their relatives and friends still have a need to buy train tickets. So when he mentioned it, they agreed, and only entertained them tonight.

The shop is not very large, and it can't compare to the restaurant at the old residence of Lin Lou in Wudake. Several teachers and their friends, as well as a group of Lin Lou's classmates, almost filled the restaurant.

The guests have all arrived, so the kitchen can start serving. The first course of the formal French meal is the appetizer, and today the restaurant has prepared Scottish smoked salmon, accompanied by a glass of aperitif.

The dishes arrived, and many people were hesitant to use their cutlery, afraid of making mistakes and embarrassing themselves. Lin raised his glass and said, "You don't have to be too restrained. Let me tell you all a story!"

"It is said that the former Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin visited the United Kingdom and was received by the Queen of England. The Queen hosted a grand banquet for him at Buckingham Palace, and the son of the Soviet farmer looked at the dazzling array of silver tableware of the British royal family and shrugged to the Queen, 'Your Majesty, I'm sorry, but I don't understand how to use these utensils.'"

"The Queen of England said to him, 'Don't worry, I'll secretly tell you a secret, I don't understand how to use these things either.' So don't worry about dining etiquette, just don't bother others, and do whatever makes you comfortable!” This is not a formal occasion, there is no need to be so restrained.

After speaking, Lin Lou and Qi Bao Cheng started eating first. Although the others relaxed a bit after listening to Lin Lou's jokes, they still watched how he used the knife and fork before imitating his actions.

Fortunately, everyone here is either a student or a teacher from Tsinghua University, so their brains are definitely not lacking. After eating a few dishes, they started to learn in earnest.

"Ah, I used to only hear that foreign cuisine is trendy, but now that I've tried it myself, I realize how tiring it can be! It's not as relaxing as eating hot pot at all!" muttered Ma Yong under his breath.

"The key is that the portion of each dish is so small. If this were in my hometown, if someone served such a small amount of food when treating guests, it would be disgraceful!" Su Zhongming chuckled.

"The portion is small, but there are many varieties. It's not easy to finish all the dishes!" Wenxuanshi has never been to Laomo, but he has heard people talk about it. "There will be hearty dishes later. Don't eat too quickly, or else when the meat comes, you won't have space in your stomach to eat."

"Indeed, the food is different from the Russian cuisine!" Yin Mingsong is from Northeast China, where it is easier to adapt to Russian-style Western cuisine. So, he began introducing the unique features of Russian-style Western cuisine to them.

"Is this meal quite expensive?" Qu Fangfang felt a bit uneasy, wondering if it was appropriate to have such an expensive meal for no reason.

"It's okay, once we secure the project, we can eat as many meals as we want." Despite feeling a little guilty, Hu Zhongping felt reassured when he thought about his treatment in Shanghai and the foreign exchange vouchers in his pocket. Leaning in close, he asked in a low voice, "How is it? Do you think it's delicious? If you like it, I'll treat you next time, just the two of us."

Since he went to Shanghai, he has improved a lot. Now he can arrange to enjoy a date with a girl. Qu Fangfang also wanted to come, but in the end she shook her head and said, "Forget it, it's too expensive. We still need to save money to buy furniture."

Hey, she has already started planning for after the wedding! Upon hearing this, Hu Zhongping felt even more elated than when he had just finished eating the grilled steak, and he just stood there foolishly laughing.

"Xiaolou, since Lao Chen is no longer making bricks and the brick making machine has been sold, there's no need to pay wages to my nephew, right? To avoid gossip!" Qi Baocheng whispered to Linlou.

"They are not idle either, they are out running business every day, earning the money they deserve! Although we are not making bricks now, if we want to continue in the tile industry for a long time, we will definitely have to open a factory outside in the future. By then, we will need to have freight cars to transport goods to the capital, so we have to keep his younger uncle."

"This little brat used to be irresponsible and loiter around the streets every day. But now he's doing well, earning more than me every month. My wife can finally relax now! Just waiting for him to get married and start a family, then we won't have to worry about anything." Speaking of his nephew's changes, Qibaocheng also felt very pleased.

"Before, he didn't find something he liked to do. Since he enjoys interacting with people, we let him run the business, and he is happy doing it. The factory can also earn more money, killing two birds with one stone. The child has good upbringing, although he tends to brag, he understands basic principles and has never done anything bad."

If he wants to do something on his own in the future, Lin would also be willing to support him. People like him could easily make a name for themselves in the 1980s, as long as they don't take advantage of their position or get involved in the wrong things. In 10 to 20 years, they are bound to be successful.

"Hey, if it wasn't for you, I don't know when he would have woken up. Let's go, just the two of us!" Qi Baocheng picked up his glass and clinked it with Lin Lou's, then drained it in one gulp.

"Hi, with our relationship, do we still need to say these things? Haven't I caused you trouble numerous times before? If it weren't for your help today, I wouldn't have been able to get in!" Over the past year, their relationship has certainly improved.

After dinner, when it was time to go back, it was already after nine o'clock. Lin did not let them take the bus and had already called a familiar taxi driver to have a few cars waiting at the door to pick them up. After leaving the restaurant, they got into their respective cars and went home.

From the second day onwards, everyone started to get busy again. Although the process on the side of Yujichuan has not been completed, the preliminary design work has already begun.

So, after class, everyone gathers in the quadrangle, some using computers, some doing hand-drawn work, each engrossed in their own tasks.

Wenxuan and others helped them prepare the meal and sent it over, and then continued to assist them, digesting the things they learned in the classroom through practice.

If it is a mature project design, it is okay to directly use a template. However, for this entirely new design, this approach is not suitable. But Hu Zhongping and his team are very happy because they are eager to achieve results. It is not easy for mature projects to stand out, but this novel architecture can be very inspiring for them.

So, very soon, the preliminary design drawings such as the overall plan, vertical layout plan, traffic analysis plan, and landscaping plan will be completed.

At this moment, Linlou finally received a call from Yu Jichuan, "Xiaolin, the process is all completed. It has been approved by the higher-ups. Come over on Monday and we will sign the contract."

"Alright, I'll go over on Sunday!" Lin finally breathed a sigh of relief, the project was finally in hand.
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"Which teachers don't have classes on Monday and Tuesday? Let's go to Shanghai together!" Last time it was Hu Zhongping who went, this time we definitely need to send someone else and make sure everyone gets a chance to go before the project is completed."

Nowadays, there is a shortage of university teachers, and the courses are quite intense. After some consideration, only Jin Qiuxiang has some free time, but she is a female, so it might be a bit inconvenient for her to go out with Linlou.

Fortunately, there were also people sent from the city court, so Linlou asked Director Qiu to send a female comrade along, which finally resolved the issue. As for the official seal and so on, that had already been settled long ago.

"Director Qiu, I really appreciate your help this time. Without this, the Lin building connection project wouldn't have qualified. Next, the money will be transferred to the city court's account by Shanghai, and then the city court will issue it to ourselves. This time, it will definitely be higher than building a teaching building for Houku Middle School, but still can't compare with the future."

Nowadays, design institutes are all state-owned institutions, and design tasks are assigned by higher authorities. As for the design fees, as long as they can support the staff of the design institute, it will suffice. Coupled with the low level of economic development, often resulting in only a few hundred thousand yuan in output value for a provincial institute in a year. It's different from the future, where if a provincial institute doesn't generate output in the billions annually, it would be embarrassing to face others.

However, it won't take much time. The construction industry is also exploring, otherwise Linlou will not be able to contract the business. In another two years, the design institute will begin to undergo market-oriented reforms, transitioning from a state administrative institution to enterprise-based management. Design fees will become an embodiment of the price and value of the survey and design market.

In 1984, the State Planning Commission issued the "Engineering Design Fee Standards," which set the design fees for civil buildings and municipal engineering projects based on a unified percentage of the project budget. It also stipulated that design firms were not allowed to raise their fee standards or engage in price competition, while at the same time lifting restrictions on private architectural firms. This made it much more convenient to take on projects at that time.

"If you really want to thank me, don't come to my house with things. Instead, come to the school and help out for a few days. I think your project design is very interesting, and there are many ideas worth learning from!" Dean Qiu said, the last time when Lin went to his house, he didn't let him in when he was carrying things.

"The project is indeed quite innovative, but it's not suitable for promotion because it involves some wastage," Lin Lou said.

"It's okay, we don't want to do similar projects anyway. It's just that the current buildings are all very similar, like the teaching building of Houku Middle School and the office building of the Youth League Committee. There are not many innovative buildings. It would be good to let the young designers in the institute hear about it, broaden their horizons, and give them some inspiration." Dean Qiu was very clear that this kind of design would definitely have an impact on them and bring them inspiration.

"No problem, when I come back, I'll communicate with everyone and ask for their help to see if there are any flaws in my design," Lin said modestly.

"That's settled then!" Dean Qiu was satisfied, he found a steady female employee, arranged for her to accompany Lin Lou on the business trip, and then said, "Don't worry, I'll have the finance department keep an eye on it these days. As soon as the money arrives, I'll give it to you."

"With you here, I can totally rest assured! Even though this amount of money is nothing compared to what I earn in CAD, the significance is definitely different. Strictly speaking, this is the first money that Linlou has earned through architectural design. The last time at Houkou Middle School project, I only got a small salary at most."

On Sunday afternoon, a group of three people arrived at the airport. Jin Qiuxiang and Gan Shoudao were just as excited as Hu Zhongping, especially the latter. When they arrived at the Malibu Villa, after checking out the rooms and sampling the chef's culinary skills, Aunt Wei couldn't help but joke, "Xiaolin, the treatment here is really too good, right? I guess those foreign design firms are probably just like this, right?"

"Unfortunately, you are still studying now. If you open a design firm in the future, I would like to work for you!" The reform of the design institute is not something that can be accomplished overnight. There have been rumors circulating, and working in a unit like the Beijing Municipal Institute, she naturally knows some information.

"Okay, it's a deal then! Don't bail on me when I invite you to come on a grand sedan chair!" By saying that, Lin Lou was really touched. Although Aunt Wei isn't a professional designer, she has experience in finance and office management. She also has a good understanding of the domestic construction industry. Whether managing finances or handling general affairs, she is a capable hand. Such talent is hard to come by.

"Able to take a plane for business trips, having Western food as soon as getting off the plane, and staying in such a nice place! Anyone who doesn't come is a fool!" Aunt Wei didn't expect that Lin Lou was serious.

However, Jin Qiuxiang seemed to have understood something. Could it be that Xiaolin followed Mr. Bei for a period of time and was also thinking of opening his own law firm? He is being so generous now, does he want to pull us in? But it's still not allowed in the country, right? Although there are some rumors, it's still unknown when it will be implemented.

And a few of us are now university teachers, and have positions in our own design institute at Tsinghua University. Why would we give up our stable jobs to compete with him?

But when Jinxiang thought about the projects that Linlou presented, as well as the accommodations, dining, and outings with him, she began to hesitate. She was not after these things, although they were attractive. What was more important was to work with Linlou, to broaden her horizons, and to enhance her professional skills.

Hi, why bother thinking about so much? It's all nonsense. Let's just focus on getting the current project done well! Then Jin Qiuxiang shook her head and went shopping with Aunt Wei.

In the morning, the three of them arrived at the Malle Villa. Yu Jichuan greeted them with a smile and led them into the office. After exchanging pleasantries, they got down to business. They presented the contract, and Aunt Wei reviewed it. Once everything was confirmed to be in order, both parties signed and stamped the contract, and the project was officially assigned to the Linlou Design.

"Xiao Lin, you will be busy for a while. Try to get the drawings out as soon as possible so we can start construction quickly!" He was overjoyed at the thought of soon moving into this beautiful new office building.

"No problem, our progress will definitely be faster than you expected. Look, this time I even brought the preliminary design drawings. Once approved, we can start working on the construction drawings!" Lin said as he placed the drawings on Yu Jichuan's desk.

"Are the drawings out so quickly?" Yu Jichuan was taken aback. "I remember the last time I talked to the expert group, they said that a drawing as large as this would take a week to complete! You finished so many drawings all at once?"
Chapter 262 Can't Go Back (300 Monthly Tickets Added)

The usual work mode for design personnel in other units is to have a drawing board, a T-square, a compass, two triangles, and pencils and drawing pens for drafting.

The drawing is manually hand-drawn. The process involves sketching the draft first and then outlining it with a drawing pen. Usually, the drawing is done while standing. It takes about a week to complete one drawing. Calculations are done using reference tables and mostly through manual calculation. The calculation books are also handwritten. It takes approximately two months to design a set of construction drawings for a multi-story residential building with reinforced concrete structure.

They use a function calculator for their calculations, which allows them to input data and get the answers directly. For drawing, they use a computer, copying and pasting when needed and making direct modifications to errors. The results are naturally different after the improvements.

Linlou explained their working method to Yujichuan, and Yujichuan sighed, "The development of technology is really fast now. I can't keep up with the times. Since that's the case, I'll contact Professor Liang and ask for their help to review the drawings. If there are no problems, we can proceed with the construction drawings as soon as possible!"

He is actually quite happy. He originally thought it would take two to three months before the construction drawings could be obtained and construction could begin. Now it seems that construction may start next month. According to the previous estimated construction speed, if everything goes smoothly, he could move in next year and finally stop working in this cramped office.

Soon, Professor Liang and his team also came over and, upon seeing the drawings, expressed the same questions as Yu Jichuan. After hearing Lin's explanation, they felt both envious and somewhat helpless. They were envious of the rapid progress in technology, finally freeing them from the tedious work of drawing, but helpless because it seemed like computers and software, no matter what, had to be imported.

Nowadays, all sectors across the country are in urgent need of foreign exchange. So where can they get the foreign exchange to purchase computers and software? In the short term, it seems that they can only admire them from a distance.

"Well, it's not a big deal actually. The design institute has so many people to support, if everyone uses computers, those traditional draftsmen will have nothing to do. There are already quite a few idle people now! In my opinion, the old way is also good." said a designer from the local design institute, pretending to be understanding.

Professor Liang shook his head. "It's not the same. Even though there's not much work to do at the moment, the whole country is gearing up for construction. In a year or two, there won't be enough people in the design units to keep up with the old-fashioned hand-drawing methods, and it won't meet the requirements of the projects!"

"And now foreign design firms have also arrived. Mr. Bei designed the Xiangshan Hotel, Xiangjiang Bama Danar Company designed the Jinling Hotel, and the United States' Pei-Gaite International Architecture Firm secured the business for the Great Wall Hotel. If we do not catch up quickly, in the future, all large-scale architectural designs in the country might be from foreign firms!"

Professor Liang's words are quite accurate. Of course, the reasons leading to this situation are not just due to inadequate manpower or leaders' excessive admiration of foreign concepts. The most important reason is the gap between domestic architectural concepts and those of foreign, especially large firms, as there has been several decades of interrupted communication.

After the opening up, coinciding with the construction boom in the country, this is both a good and a bad thing for domestic architects. The advantage is that as long as they are competent, there will be no shortage of projects. The downside is that as long as they have a little ability, they can get by. So, why bother to seek improvement in design?

The foreign major firms made a lot of money by taking down the landmark building. I can make almost the same amount of money by building a few ordinary residential buildings and the work will be easier. Just use a template directly, don't even need to think about new things, and the ones who have to work hard and stay up late are the draftsmen under my command, not me. Since that's the case, why bother struggling?

However, asking these architects to look ahead twenty years into the future is a bit far-fetched. After listening to Professor Liang's words, they just smiled and continued to study the blueprints of the Forest Tower.

"It's still printed. If you add a printer, it will be even more expensive. The whole set will definitely cost several thousand dollars. With that kind of money, it could cover the salaries of many graphic designers!" They definitely still want to use a computer, but since they can't, they can only find various reasons to comfort themselves.

The review is complete, and the drawings have no problems. Now we can proceed to the construction drawings. Upon hearing this, Yu Jichuan was very happy, "Xiao Lin, you have worked hard during this time. Let's have dinner with Professor Liang tonight. Nobody is allowed to leave. Let's not leave sober tonight!"

So we found a local restaurant for a meal and drinks. Lin was a bit tipsy, and was in danger of missing the flight the next day. When we arrived back in Beijing, his head was still a bit fuzzy.

"Xiao Lin, I'll head back to the office first. Since Director Qiu said so, once the money is deposited, I will definitely inform you immediately. Then you can come to collect the money!" Aunt Wei went back to the office with the official seal.

Linlou took the contract back to the courtyard. Everyone felt relieved when they saw the official seal on the contract. "We've secured the project. Let's hurry up and try to get the drawings out as soon as possible."

However, when it comes to actual work, the efficiency slows down a bit because there is only one computer available to handle the most tedious tasks, requiring others to still manually create drawings.

"Oh, I didn't feel it before, but ever since I started using the computer, why do I feel that drawing by hand is so tough?" Hu Zhongping sighed. After experiencing a more efficient way of working, everyone is finding it difficult to go back.

"Hehe, I don't have class tomorrow morning. Xiao Lin is going to the Xiangshan Hotel, so I will have the whole morning to use the computer for drawing," Li Qingxi said proudly.

Jin Qiu Xiang listened and felt even more depressed. It seems like whenever I don't have classes, nobody else does either. No matter how I calculate it, I can never find a time to use it. Do I have to come in the middle of the night to use the computer for drawing?

It's better that you can't go back. In the short term, it's impossible for the design institute to popularize computers. Even if the unit leaders grit their teeth and buy a few sets of equipment, it's probably not your turn as young employees to use them. When I have the computers set up, you will definitely be more tempted, Lin Lou thought to himself with a sly smile.

Two days later, Lin Lou parked a car in front of the door and started unloading boxes. "Everybody come out and lend a hand, I've brought back some good stuff for you all!"

"What's this? Oh, a computer? Xiao Lin, did you buy another computer?" As soon as they saw the English words on the packaging, several teachers immediately got excited.

"Yeah, my brother helped me buy it before and it took a lot of time on the way. But now we finally arrived! Once you fully adapt to computer drawing, you definitely can't go back!"
Chapter 263: Distributing Money

Linlou bought two more computers this time, removed the packaging boxes, and asked Yang Yanzhi to help assemble them. After the assembly, Yang Yanzhi used various cables to connect the computers.

The true internet is still about ten years away from being born, but LAN technology has long existed. In the early days of computer rooms, most employees used the most primitive "handmade network" to transfer files, which involved copying files to a floppy disk and then taking the disk to another person's computer, hence the term "handmade".

The problem with "manual networking" is that it's too slow and leaves traces on the office carpet. One day, computer experts discovered that networking is more cost-effective than changing the carpet every six months. Thus, the local area network was born.

Not only wired local area networks, but now some large institutions that have difficulty wiring have developed wireless local area networks. The University of Hawaii uses radio stations to replace cable lines; IBM laboratories in Switzerland use infrared as a transmission medium, which not only avoids the trouble of wiring, but also solves the electromagnetic interference problem of large machines.

After Yang Yanzhi connected the local area network, he demonstrated to them, "Look at this shared folder. If there are any files that need to be shared with other colleagues, you don't need to use a floppy disk to copy and send them anymore. Just drag the files here, and all the computers in our department can see them."

"I'll give it a try," Li Qingxi took out a floppy disk, copied the completed landscape design file to the computer, and then dragged it to the shared folder. Over there, Hu Zhongping also saw the file on his computer.

"Hey, this is amazing!" He opened the file and grinned. Now he didn't need to constantly copy files back and forth, as using a floppy disk to copy files isn't fast, and it also requires uploading and downloading. Having a local area network makes things much easier.

"Will this kind of situation happen in the future? We can prepare the design in Beijing and directly send it to Shanghai via computer, so we don't need to run back and forth to deliver the drawings during the design process! We can just finalize the draft, stamp it, and send it once, saving so much time!" Xu Jiaping envisioned.

Huh? Lin Lou turned his head quickly, "Teacher, could it be that you are also a reincarnator? Have you even predicted the working methods of the future design units?"

"That's not possible. The reason we can currently transfer files between each other is due to the wired connection, and the computer brands and systems are also compatible. It's not feasible to stretch the cable from Beijing to Shanghai, and you also can't guarantee that the computers and systems in Shanghai will smoothly transfer with yours." Yang Yanzhi educated them on the relevant knowledge.

"Nowadays, the United States has developed the ARPANET, which can connect multiple computer hosts located in different regions. Large computers located at various nodes use packet switching technology to achieve remote information transmission through dedicated communication switches and dedicated communication lines. Maybe in a few years, your ideas can really be realized!"

The Arpanet won't work. We can only realize Xu Jiaping's idea when the real World Wide Web is introduced, along with the development of routers and a series of pre-technologies by Cisco.

And the domestic long-distance transmission of drawings may have to wait until the 21st century, and at the beginning, the network transmission speed was still very slow. CAD files are also large, which often led to the situation where the drawings were already designed, but you still had to stay up late in the office, watching the files being transmitted to the other party at a speed of just a few KB at a time.

If there's an accidental connection interruption in the middle, it can really make you feel like dying. It's frustrating to download up to 99.99%, only to stop moving.

"Alright, I'm done with my work. If there's any computer problem in the future, just call the number for my workplace, and I'll come over to help as soon as I finish work!" After checking one last time and confirming everything was okay, Yang Yanzi clapped his hands and stood up.

"Don't rush to leave, let's have dinner together tonight! I've prepared everything, take a look and see who else in your dorm is in Beijing, let's invite them all over. The phone is over there!" Nowadays, the computer forest building may not be able to fix it, luckily there are still some classmates in Beijing, which can be considered as solving a big problem.

"You don't say, ever since we started working after graduation, it's been quite difficult for us to get together!" Yang Yanzi said politely and then picked up the phone to make a call. That evening, there was lively activity in the courtyard.

Having two extra computers has increased work efficiency. The workload that used to take two to three months to complete by hand drawing has now been completed about one-third in just one week. As a few teachers become more familiar with operating the computers, Lin estimates that by the end of next week, all the construction drawings will be completed.

At this moment, another piece of good news arrived. He received a phone call from Aunt Wei, "Xiao Lin, the money has been transferred from Shanghai. Dean Qiu asked you to come and pick it up."

"Hey, thank you so much, I'll head over there right away!" The first proper design fee has finally arrived. Lin excitedly rubs his hands, quickly calling Xing Ruhua and Su Zhongming to go collect the money. At the moment, things are not very peaceful, so when it comes to withdrawing money, it's necessary to bring bodyguards along. Among the dormitory residents, they are the strongest and most suitable for this task.

"Here, sign your name here!" When they arrived at the municipal court, Aunt Wei took him to the finance office, where he signed a few documents. Then she turned to open the safe, saying, "Once the money is deposited, Director Qiu will have me take it out. We are just waiting for you to come and collect it."

After speaking, he placed a thick stack of shiny blue financial documents on the table and said, "Take a look. In the finance department, once you leave, you can't renege on your responsibility. Be very careful not to make any mistakes."

Aunt Wei takes care of things. How can I not feel reassured? No need to count, no need to count.

Upon hearing this, Aunt Wei was quite happy, but still insisted on having Lin Lou count the money several times before letting them leave. After they left, they greeted Director Qiu, and then Lin Lou left with the money.

After returning, they prepared for more than a day. When everyone was ready to go back and rest after work, Lin stopped everyone. "Let's not rush back just yet. Since the money has already been sent from Shanghai, we should divide it up! This is the first time, so we should distribute it to everyone earlier, and next time, we'll distribute it at the beginning of the month."

"Isn't it unnecessary? Don't we usually have money with us?" Some teachers felt a bit awkward. Hu Zhongping just chuckled on the side, "Hehe, I bet you will be surprised later."

"Exactly, Mr. Bei's law firm all get bonuses. We definitely need to have one too."
Chapter 264 So Many (400 Monthly Tickets Plus More)

It's naturally inappropriate to distribute money in public, so Lin called Li Qingxi in first and said, "Teacher Li, regarding Mr. Bei's firm, the distribution ratio is like this..." Lin first elaborated on the system, "The distribution to project participants, the landscape part is solely your responsibility, so you will receive the commission for the landscape alone!"

"Here, take these." Lin handed over an envelope. "You can double-check to see if it's right."

"We do have some money on hand normally, so isn't it inappropriate to accept this?" Li Qingxi used to only receive a fixed salary, occasionally with some bonuses. He initially wanted to push the envelope back after taking it, claiming that he had never taken it before. However, as he felt the thickness of the envelope, his actions stopped. It was unexpectedly so thick?

"It's only right for you to be compensated for your labor, so don't be polite with me. If you don't take it, I won't feel comfortable asking you to do the next job! You try it first. If it's not good, I won't take responsibility when we go out."

"No need, no need," Li Qingxi repeatedly declined, but Linlou insisted, and he still took it out and counted it. As soon as he took the money out, he felt something was wrong. "Xiaolou, why is it still in foreign exchange vouchers?"

"Teacher Li, you don't lack RMB either!" Linlou chuckled. "Li Qingxi has a formal job, occasionally helping others with work, and his income level is definitely considered upper-middle class. The same goes for other teachers. Paying in RMB directly would have much less impact, but foreign exchange coupons are different."

"When the weekend comes, I will take everyone to the Friendship Shopping Mall to have a look around. You can freely choose what you want to buy, and if it's not enough, you can come to me for an advance." Li Qingxi wanted to go shopping at the Friendship Hotel, but that would require some connections as well.

After hesitating for a moment, Li Qingxi took the money and left. Jin Qiuxiang was called in by Lin Lou, and Xu Jiaping quickly leaned in and asked in a low voice, "Hey, how much did he give?"

"Hey, you'll find out later. I guarantee it will surpass your imagination!" Li Qingxi said with a smile, already planning to wait and see his stunned expression.

After Linlou repeated the same words, he also handed a sealed envelope to Jin Qiuxiang. Upon opening it, Jin Qiuxiang was even more surprised, "Xiaolou, why is it still in dollars?"

"You mentioned before that your spouse is studying in the United States. I see that you live frugally in your daily life, you must have saved up money to exchange for US dollars to support your spouse. I was thinking, since that's the case, why don't I just help you exchange it directly into US dollars, so you won't have to go find someone else to do it! There's also a phone number in the envelope, it's my brother's. If your spouse encounters any problems in the United States, they can directly call this number. My brother is familiar with the place and should be able to help to some extent!"

Nowadays, many people go abroad and refuse to return after their visa expires, leaving behind their wives and children. Therefore, Linlou specifically inquired and confirmed that Jin Qiuxiang's spouse is not that kind of person, before helping to exchange these US dollars.

Jin Qiuxiang is most worried about her spouse's life in the United States now. Providing assistance to her spouse is much better than sending money to him. As a result, Jin Qiuxiang's eyes are starting to redden.

"Xiaolou, there's no need for this. We are actually quite happy to work with you on the design. You're being a bit too reserved." She also wanted to refuse, but thinking about her partner studying late into the night and working as a waiter to make a living, she couldn't bring herself to send the money back. She really needed those dollars.

"Okay, I'll take this money and then give you an IOU. I'll slowly repay you when my spouse comes back from the United States," said Jin Qiuxiang as she took out a pen to write the IOU.

"Teacher, please don't, aren't you just hitting me in the face..." After much persuasion, Jin Qiuxiang finally accepted the money. Then Feng Shaoping, Xu Jiaping, and others also did the same. Nowadays, it's so difficult to give money, but fortunately, Hu Zhongping doesn't need to, he has already taken his share in Shanghai.

Then it was Ma Yong and their turn. Several teachers wanted too much money and it was too troublesome to buy things, so they mainly focused on learning and made limited contributions to the project. Therefore, Lin Lou adopted a different approach and went to the Friendship Store to buy some imported drawing pens for them, one for each person.

After all, we are classmates, so it's better to do this than giving money. When the design fee is received, we can figure out a solution based on the amount!

"It's getting late, everyone should head back early. Let's go to the Friendship Store together this weekend." After cleaning up, everyone closed the door and went back to school together.

After entering the door, they all scattered. Several teachers walked almost in the same posture, with their right hands tightly in their pockets, holding the envelope tightly for fear of accidentally dropping it.

"I'm going back first, see you tomorrow!" Li Qingxi hurried back home after greeting them.

Upon hearing the doorbell, his wife Lin Hongmei got up to greet him, "Are you hungry? Let me find you something to eat!" While rummaging through the cabinet, she complained, "You see, you always come back so late every day, I am almost falling asleep."

"No need to look anymore! I have something good to show you! Don't think I'm just busy for nothing when I come back late. Look at this, what do you think? You've always been envious of the scarf Teacher Qu wears, right? I'll take you to buy one this weekend!" Li Qingxi pressed down on Lin Hongmei and sat down on the bed, with his arm around her shoulder.

The units are currently in short supply. Even a married teacher like him can only get a small single room, where there's almost no space for anything other than a bed.

"I've asked before, that was bought at the Friendship Store, can you even get in? Besides, even if you can get in, they don't accept RMB in there, only foreign exchange certificates, where would you get those... Huh? Foreign exchange certificates!" In the dim light, Lin Hongmei finally recognized what Li Qingxi had pulled out of the envelope.

"So many? Li Qingxi, are you robbing someone?" Lin Hongmei was so scared that she quickly got up, leaned against the door, and listened for any movement before asking in a lowered voice.

"Robbery? Do you think I have the ability for that? Look at my thin arms and legs, not getting robbed is already a blessing! The design fee for that project in Shanghai has been received, and Xiaolin helped us convert it into foreign exchange vouchers. Everyone has them. Let's go shopping together at the Friendship Shopping Mall this weekend!" Where did Xiaolin get the connections to exchange foreign exchange vouchers? Could it be the employee Mr. Bei left in Beijing helping him exchange them?

"But... but isn't this too much? How much is your usual monthly salary? How many days did it take to complete this project? And you can earn this much money just like that?" Lin Hongmei carefully counted the foreign exchange coupons, still finding it hard to believe.

"Ouch, why are you pinching me?" Li Qingxi yelled in pain as he jumped up.

"I'm going to see if I'm dreaming!"

Thank you, Mo Xiaohao, for your generous reward. Ah, it's a holiday today, and you're all out on dates, while I have to continue typing away. What a pity.
Chapter 265 Not Fragrant Anymore

"Are you dreaming or what, why are you pinching me?" Li Qingxi asked with a grimace.

"Pinch myself to feel the pain! You look like you're in pain, so it must not be a dream!" Lin Hongmei replied confidently, then eagerly looked at the foreign exchange coupons. "How can they distribute so many all at once?"

"This is just the first installment," Xiao Lou said. "There will be more after the construction drawings are approved, but by then it can only be paid in RMB!" Li Qingxi sat back and hugged Lin Hongmei's shoulder. "Hurry and think about what you want to buy. Professor Qu's scarf is definitely one option, or should I buy you a few more outfits?"

"Let's pass on that. I have enough with the scarf. Let me buy a suit for you instead! Didn't you say last time that it's your turn to go on a business trip to Shanghai? You can't go out without proper clothes... Oh, and I'll get some nutritional supplements for your parents. They are getting old and need to take care of themselves..."
Ling Hongmei calculated everything in detail.

Upon hearing this, Li Qingxi couldn't help but feel a surge of warmth in his heart and hugged her even tighter. "You always take good care of me. This time you've spent even more. After buying all this, there will definitely be some extra. I'll use it to make you look even more beautiful..."

"What's wrong, do you think I've become an old hag now?" A woman's way of thinking is different from a man's, Lin Hongmei instinctively thought of this.

"What nonsense are you talking about? I just feel like you've suffered a lot with me, and I want to make it up to you. You look really beautiful right now!" In the dim light, Li Qingxi found his wife increasingly beautiful, and his hands started to get naughty.

"Why are you doing that..." Lin Hongmei grumbled like a mosquito for a few moments, and then quickly fell silent. A strange sound filled the small room...

On Sunday morning, Feng Shaoping came out of his room and greeted his neighbors on the left and right. He was a native of Beijing, and even though he had a dormitory at school, he would still go home on weekends to spend time with his parents.

"Oh, Shaoping is back? Come on, let's come to my house to watch TV later!" With long hair and wearing round glasses, Heizi said, with a hint of showing off in his words.

Hēizi grew up with his childhood friend, but because of his consistently poor academic performance, he was constantly compared to his neighbor Feng Shaoping since childhood. This comparison made Hēizi feel inferior in front of Feng Shaoping, especially after Feng Shaoping was recommended to go to college. When Feng Shaoping stayed at school and became a teacher, he reached the peak directly.

The neighbor always lectures their children, saying things like "Look at how well Shaoping is doing, and then look at Heizi, who can't even find a job and has to idle around on the streets."

But in the past year or two, things have been a bit different. He has learned to be a middleman and often goes to Guangzhou with a few buddies. They come back wearing lots of jeans and sunglasses, and before long, they strike it rich. They start bringing all sorts of things back home, and now they even have a television.

Although everyone agrees that Heizi has made money, he still doesn't have a stable job, so it's not reliable. It can be seen that the way he speaks has changed after seeing him. Heizi has finally turned his life around after more than twenty years of oppression. Due to long-term suppression, he now likes to show off whenever he sees Feng Shaoping.

Aren't you supposed to be a good student? Weren't you a university professor? What's so great about that? How much do you earn in a month? What have you bought for your family? Aren't your parents still coming to my house to watch TV every day?

"No, no, I still have to go out and buy some things later!" Feng Shaoping actually understood Heizi's thoughts, but seeing that a childhood friend who used to be inferior to him in every way was now living better than himself, he also felt somewhat uncomfortable.

"Shopping?" Hearing this, Heizi became even more enthusiastic. "What do you need to buy? Just let me know if you need help. Whether it's all kinds of documents or scarce imported goods, I can help you get them! Don't hesitate, we've been friends since childhood!."

"Next time for sure, but we really don't need it this time. The things we're buying today don't require receipts!" With a thick stack of foreign exchange vouchers in his pocket, Feng Shaoping's back straightened slightly. "I'm heading out first, I'll be back tonight, let's have a good drink together then, bro."

"Alright, it's settled then. I'll be waiting for you at home today. You can't not come!" After watching Feng Shaoping leave, Heizi shook his head and returned to the yard. "You're just bragging. Who buys things without receipts nowadays?"

Just as he came back, Feng Shaoping saw his father coming out of the room. He immediately put on a fake smile and said in a high-pitched voice, "Uncle Feng, what is my brother Shaoping planning to buy for the family today? We'll have to be surprised when he comes back!"

As soon as he said this, everyone in the courtyard heard it and came over one after another to inquire. Hei Zi smiled triumphantly and said, "Hehe, if you can't bring back any good stuff tonight, the Feng family will lose face!"

To watch the excitement, Heizi set up a stall outside today and hurried back around three o'clock, afraid of missing out on something good. When he looked into the courtyard, everyone was sitting in a row watching his TV.

Not only their courtyard, but also the next-door neighbors' courtyard, was packed with people. Hosting so many people to watch TV was a big hassle, and the electricity bill was no small expense. However, in order to make up for years of being depressed, Hei Zi thought that spending this money was worth it, and spent it happily!

"Grandpa Liu, why are you sitting in the back? Let's give Grandpa Liu a seat in the front. His vision is not good and he can't see well from the back... Junzi, come and try this, it's American, Marlboro... Hey, girl, have you finished your homework? If you haven't, your mom will probably beat you with a broom again..."

Hēizǐ warmly greeted the neighbors, and their polite thanks sounded like sweet music to his ears, even sweeter than eating foreign ice cream. Ha ha, Feng Shaoping can't possibly be as popular as me.

It's dinner time, and the stall hasn't closed yet. Everyone came over with their bowls and refused to miss any of the shows. Hei Zi also brought a bowl of stewed ribs with radish to chat with everyone.

"Hekko, are you eating meat again today? I'm telling you, how do you have so many meat tickets every day?"

"Bought it. Hey, as long as my parents are happy eating, spending some money is nothing. "Looking at the vegetarian noodles in Feng Shaoping's parents' bowls, Heizi ate even more happily, hehe, your kid is so capable, you don't have to eat meat every day, right?"

"Uncle Feng, didn't Shao Ping go to buy something? Why hasn't he come back after having dinner? Did he buy something big?" Heizi remembered this again.

While speaking, the sound of a tricycle came from outside. Feng Shaoping pushed the tricycle in and said, "Wow, a imported big color TV!"

Huh? Heizi quickly turned around and saw that there were indeed a few English words written on the package in the tricycle. He suddenly felt less interested in the pork ribs in his bowl.
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With a swoosh, everyone in the yard rushed over. The black and white TV in Heizi's house was obtained through connections and extra money, but even if you have money, there's nowhere to buy an imported color TV.

"Shaoping, which country's TV is this? What brand is it?" Someone stretched their neck, their eyes almost touching the English words, but they still couldn't recognize them.

"Don't push, don't push! If you bump into me and I get hurt, you won't be able to afford to compensate me even if you sell me!" The person in front was hesitant to getting close, while the ones behind kept pushing forward, making him shout in distress.

"From the Netherlands, loved by Americans!" Feng Shaoping originally wanted to get an American brand television, but in the field of televisions, the United States was later surpassed by China, Japan, and South Korea. Now it is primarily surpassed by Japan and the Netherlands, so he had to settle for Philips as a second choice.

"Netherlands? Where is the Netherlands?" This country seems a bit unfamiliar to the people nowadays.

"The Netherlands is in Europe, adjacent to Germany. Although the country is small, it is technologically advanced, and the average income of the people is higher than that of the United States. The televisions they produce are popular among people in Europe and the United States."

"How big is it? Open it up and take a look!" Everyone eagerly watched, their eyes almost burning a hole through the packaging.

"Move aside, this is a 24-inch TV. I need to dismantle it here, and the wires won't reach over there!" Feng Shaoping spoke and immediately the crowd made way for him. Some people rushed into the house to help move the TV table, while others waited for Feng Shaoping to dismantle the TV and have a look directly.

Carefully and cautiously opening the packaging, the television inside was revealed. "Wow, this 24-inch TV is so big! Watching shows on this will probably be more enjoyable than watching movies."

"Shaoping, where did you buy that? How much did it cost? It must have cost a lot of industrial coupons, right?" Although it's obvious that I can't afford it, everyone still wants to know the price.

"Friendship Market, without using industrial coupons, others have exchanged some foreign exchange coupons and brought them back directly. My parents' eyesight is not very good, so it's more comfortable to watch TV with a bigger screen!" Seeing the envious looks of the crowd, Feng Shaoping felt that it was worth borrowing so many foreign exchange coupons from Linlou. While the commission from Linlou was not insignificant, there was still a considerable gap from Phillip's big color TV.

"Friendship Mall, I heard they have everything inside?" As soon as Friendship Mall was mentioned, everyone's attention immediately shifted from Philippe's big TV to the mall. At present, for ordinary people to visit Friendship Mall, it's probably even harder than for the future common people to go to the flagship stores of luxury goods on the Champs Elysées in Paris.

In the future, if you want to go shopping on the Champs-Élysées, you just need money. But now, if you go to the Friendship Store, having money alone is far from enough. Anyone who has been inside can at least boast for half a year when they come back.

"Tell us, what's it like inside the Friendship Store? Is it like a palace?" Feng Shaoping returned from the meeting at the Great Hall of the People with the out-of-town model workers, and everyone wanted to know what it was like inside.

"The palace itself may not be impressive, but the interior is indeed beautiful. There are four floors full of things to buy, eat, drink, wear, and use. There are furniture, appliances, and all sorts of goods, mostly imported. Even the domestic products are all high-end goods. I was dazzled when I went in," Feng Shaoping said as he adjusted the television according to the manual.

Everyone kept silent, afraid of missing even a single word. Even Heizi was no exception, remembering everything to brag about when he goes out. Maybe some girl will fancy me after hearing about my adventure inside!

Whoever says he can take girls to the Friendship Mall right now, as long as he has a good figure, changing girls every day is no problem at all, which is much more stylish than going to Bvlgari for afternoon tea in the future. As for what to do when the girl wants him to take her inside in the future, Hei Zi hasn't thought about it. Future matters can be discussed in the future!

The crowd surrounded Feng Shaoping, bombarding him with questions non-stop until the TV was finally tuned and a color image appeared on the screen. The situation eased slightly at that point, but even as everyone started watching the show, some people still threw in a few questions here and there.

If someone used to talk while watching TV in the past, the people around would definitely tell them to be quiet. But today, not only did everyone not stop them, they even perked up their ears to listen, and some didn't even pay attention to what was playing on the TV.

After Hei Zi struck it rich, Feng Shaoping's position as the top dog in this alley began to waver. But once this big color TV was brought back, not only did he regain his throne, but his status even improved.

Take a look, a few middle-aged women are introducing potential partners to Feng Shaoping's mother again. In the past, they were all girls from ordinary families who worked in state-owned enterprises. Now it seems like they are all daughters of directors and factory managers. Feng Shaoping even vaguely heard the title of vice bureau chief...

The next day, returning from the construction site at Xiangshan Hotel, Lin Lou was startled to see Feng Shaoping. His eyes were bloodshot, but his spirit was extremely high. His fingers were flying swiftly across the keyboard. When he checked the progress, it was amazing that it wasn't even time for the afternoon dismissal, and today's tasks were already completed. They had already begun working on tomorrow's activities.

"Teacher Feng, what's going on? There are no more blue pills available now?"

"It's nothing, really!" Feng Xiaoping was already smiling from ear to ear. "I was just a bit excited after bringing the TV back yesterday, so I didn't sleep well last night. I'll be fine after getting a good night's rest at home."

Not only did he not sleep, Feng Shaoping was lying on the bed and smiling almost the whole night. He came over to get ready for work before dawn, and when he saw the door was not open, he sheepishly went back to school.

Sure enough, it is indeed an effective way to urge employees to work hard by accumulating debt! Lin recalled a boss of a law firm he knew before his rebirth, who had a winning tactic to win over subordinates. Upon joining the firm, the first thing he did for those he valued was to persuade them to buy a house.

It's okay if the down payment is not enough. The organization can lend you the money. After an employee borrows money from the firm to buy a house, they come back full of energy. They don't mind not getting a raise for a long time. Compared to the rising prices of houses in recent years, what's the point of a little salary? The boss is so good to me, how can I have the nerve to ask for a raise?

So while other firms are worried about the core staff leaving, over the past few years, their firm's talent pool has actually grown stronger.

Lin Lou's gaze swept over several teachers in turn, "Who still needs money recently? How about I lend you a bit more? Whether it's for buying a TV or a house, it's all fine! As long as you owe me a large sum of debt, when I open my own law firm in the future, and call you all to come, you definitely won't be able to refuse, right?"
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Not only Feng Shaoping, but also several other teachers have increased their enthusiasm a lot. It seems that material incentives are still very effective. If the boss of the architectural firm takes the staff to shop on the Champs-Élysées in the future, I believe their work efficiency will also improve after they return!

However, being too excited doesn't seem to be a good thing. It was already 10 o'clock in the evening, and several teachers were still unwilling to leave. Lin Lou persuaded them, but Feng Shaoping said, "Xiao Lin, you have to go back for the night duty, we don't have to. If you go back, there will be an empty computer for me. Let me draw one more picture!"

"Yeah, anyway, you have many empty rooms here, so we can just stay here after finishing the painting," said Li Qingxi, holding his waist. "Ah, I've been paying too much in public rations these days, I don't dare to go back. It's a good opportunity to use overtime as an excuse."

"I'll just work a little longer! After all, I don't have to work until nine o'clock tomorrow!" Jin Qiuxiang had initially planned to leave, but seeing them like this, she sat back down.

"Several teachers, we still have plenty of time to complete the task. At the current pace, we can definitely finish ahead of schedule. There's no need to be so anxious, we should also balance work and rest, right? It's just one project now, so why are we so busy? In the future, when we have more projects, even if you don't want to work overtime, it won't be possible!"

"I'm going to shut down now, so please save your progress quickly!" Lin Lou had to once again bring out his ace in the hole. They reluctantly saved the files, shut down the computer, and left.

Also, could you stop calling me Xiaolin all the time? When I hear that name too much, I feel like there's a danger to my head of hair, and I might go bald one day.

On the way back, he kept blaming Lin for not letting them work overtime. "I'm telling you, Xiaolin, why don't you let us work overtime when we are willing to do it? Finish early and we can strive for the next project, right?" They were already thinking about the next project.

"Finding projects is so easy over there. Over in Shanghai, they won't even let us start publishing articles now. I estimate that we will have to wait until the project is completed before anyone comes knocking on our door! Nowadays, design tasks are all allocated, and there is no market competition. Even if Linlou wants to bid, it may not necessarily find an opportunity."

Originally, he hoped to write the current project into an article and publish it in a journal to attract the attention of units with design needs. However, the concern about waste from the Shanghai side emphasized that it is better not to publish the article before the completion of the building, and Lin's plan was disrupted again.

"Well, I think it's time to change our current system. The way tasks are assigned, neither we nor the clients are satisfied with it. If we assign tasks to strong institutions like the municipal institute or Tsinghua Institute, the quality of the designs they produce won't be too shabby." Xu Jiaping complained.

But these units are so busy that sometimes they can only be handed over to smaller design units. These units do not have as many talents as the municipal and Tsinghua institutes. In most cases, they can only imitate the works of other institutes. Sometimes they can't even imitate well. The solutions presented are not satisfactory to the clients, but there's no way to change, so they have to accept it reluctantly.

"A few more years and it will be better. All industries are reforming now, and our construction industry definitely cannot be an exception," Li Qingxi comforted, while inwardly sighing. Ah, she's going back so early again. Probably have to turn in the public goods. It's just a few pieces of clothing, so why is she so excited?

No, no, the landlord's family doesn't have any extra food left. I can't afford to pay tonight no matter what. I'll just go lie down and pretend to snore later, and say that I'm too tired from work.

"Actually, there is still a chance. Isn't the Great Wall Hotel now looking for a foreign design firm? This wasn't assigned by our superiors! If we are under a domestic firm, it's not easy to find projects on our own. If we could be under a foreign firm and negotiate projects, I reckon our superiors wouldn't interfere, right?" Feng Shaoping said this while looking at Lin Lou.

Aren't you in good terms with Mr. Bei? If you can persuade Mr. Bei to let us work under his firm, things will be much easier. We can completely avoid the task allocation model of domestic design firms.

"Yes, in big cities like Beijing and Shanghai, there is a demand for the construction of foreign-related hotels and shopping malls. Domestic designers lack experience in this area, so many organizations are looking for foreign or Hong Kong-based design firms. Your ideas, Xiaolin, are not at all inferior to those foreign designers. You can definitely complete such projects!" Xu Jiaping's eyes lit up.

"And those foreign architectural firms not only charge high fees, but also require foreign currency. We can accept payment in RMB directly. Even if our design capability is similar to that of foreign architectural firms, the client will definitely prefer to work with us, right? If we can take on two more projects, my husband shouldn't have to work as a waiter anymore, right?" Jin Qiuxiang pondered.

"This matter is not easy to handle. Firstly, Mr. Bei's architectural firm is not solely his, there are two other partners involved. Even if he agrees, the other partners may not necessarily agree. Secondly, even if we operate under the name of a foreign architectural firm, it would be difficult to conduct negotiations. If a group of us goes, compared to a group of white people, the client would definitely have different feelings towards us," Lin shook his head.

However, this is also a way to go. It will take a few years for the private architectural firm to open up. During this time, we also need to find ways to take on projects. Perhaps we can try registering a company in the United States or Hong Kong.

Linlou made a note of this matter and planned to ponder over it carefully after returning, then consult with others. As for registering the company, it is a minor issue. Standard Chartered Bank in Hong Kong can help with it, while in the United States, Linqiao can easily handle it by finding a few people.

Over the next few days, the excitement of several teachers gradually subsided. Although they remained efficient in their work, they were no longer pushing themselves as hard as they did at the beginning.

After dinner, Lin Lou came to the quadrangle and prepared to start a new day of work. However, upon entering the courtyard, he found that none of the teachers had arrived. What's going on?

"Xiaolou, Teacher Hu asked me to tell you that there's a meeting in the school today. He and the other teachers will come after the meeting is over!" Wenxuan helped him to clarify.

The meeting went on for quite a long time. It was not until after 7 o'clock that the teachers arrived. When they came in, they all had a radiant look on their faces. "Xiaolou, we received some great news during the meeting just now. There's a fantastic opportunity at hand and if we can seize it, our reputation will be greatly enhanced!"
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"Teacher, please have a sip of water first and drink slowly!" Linlou led them into the room and gestured for them to sit down. Without saying a word, Wenxuan and others came over to help serve tea and water to them.

Feng Shaoping was a bit excited and drank two sips of the hot water without caring, then said to Lin Lou, "Xiaolou, you should know the history of our Tsinghua University, right? Today's matter has a lot to do with our school's relocation in the past."

After the "Marco Polo Bridge Incident" in 1937, the National Tsing Hua University moved to Changsha, Hunan, and jointly established the National Changsha Temporary University with the National Peking University and the private Nankai University in the North China Plain.

"However, due to the war reaching Changsha, the National Temporary University of Changsha had to relocate to Kunming just four months after its establishment, with students and professors traveling in three different groups."

"Along the way, the colleges and universities along the way have provided a lot of help to our predecessors. Some teachers and students have stayed in the local area for various reasons to continue their careers in education. Linyuan University was born under such circumstances. Those Tsinghua teachers and students who stayed in Linyuan and local education workers, together with great efforts and dedication for decades, have finally developed Linyuan University into what it looks like today."

"The library currently used by Linzhou University was designed with the help of our teachers from Tsinghua University. At that time, this library was definitely considered the best building in the area. However, with the continuous expansion of Linzhou University's scale and the increasing number of teachers and students, this library, which has carried countless memories, can no longer meet the normal needs and must be expanded."

"However, the situation at Linzhou University is rather unique. The campus has limited space and cannot allocate enough land to build a new library without demolishing the old one. The school is reluctant to tear down the old library, and they have tried to come up with some solutions themselves. They have also engaged local design institutes, but it is always difficult to achieve the best of both worlds."

"And then a senior from Tsinghua University thought of our department and came to ask for help. Firstly, this project is representative, and secondly, there is a connection here. When the senior came seeking assistance, we must help. So the department readily agreed and called us and other architects to have a meeting to brainstorm some good ideas!"

After talking for a long time, Feng Shaoping finally explained the origins of the matter clearly, "But you see, the few of us couldn't come up with a good solution for a while, so we thought of you."

"The senior alumnus said that although Linzhou University also has a major in architecture, the level is not high, and it is normal that they cannot solve the problem. However, since even the Linzhou Municipal Institute and the Provincial Institute cannot come up with a good solution, it shows that the difficulty of this project is indeed very high. If we can do it, we will definitely shine in front of colleagues nationwide!"

"Designing also requires inspiration. Some teachers will probably come up with good solutions as soon as they see the data!" Lin Lou chuckled.

"The simplest way is to find a new piece of land and build a new one. However, the construction land in Linzhou City is already very tight, and Linzhou University is located in the core urban area, making it difficult to find a piece of land. Currently, both the city and provincial authorities have proposed plans to expand on the original library building."

"However, doing so will disrupt the overall style of the original library. This library is one of the earliest buildings of Linlou University and one of the few that remain to this day. It holds the history of Linzhou University, and if possible, the school would definitely not want to drastically alter this special building."

"Do you have any information? What was the library like originally?" This project sounds quite interesting. Architects are not only able to create new buildings, but also have the expertise to renovate old structures. The current renovation project of the Louvre Museum by I.M. Pei is a prime example.

"The senior student prepared several sets of materials. We took one of them! Take a look first and think if there's any good solution! Commissioner Wu has spoken, we must solve this problem!" Li Qingxi handed the materials to Linlou.

"The senior student also meant the same thing. Although he didn't say it explicitly, we could feel that if we can't solve the problem at Tsinghua, he will seek help from people at Tianjin University, Tongji University, and Nanjing Tech University! If the schools founded by Tsinghua have building problems that are eventually solved by people from Tianjin University, Tongji University, or Nanjing Tech University, it would be a huge embarrassment for our Architecture Department at Tsinghua!" added Jin Qiuxiang.

"The drawings for the Shanghai project were completed quickly. There's no need to rush. I suggest we discuss the new project today instead. Let's take a break from the old project and shift our focus to something new."

Linlou greeted Wenzhen, "Wenzhen, why don't you ask the others to come and listen as well, and let's take a break from work today!"

Ma Yong and others quickly came over to help set up the whiteboard and other props. After everything was set up, Li Qingxi stood in front of the whiteboard and said, "Let me introduce the specific situation to you all!"

"The old library of Linzhou University was built in 1952. It is a typical Soviet-style building, with a three-story brick and concrete structure, with a total area of 5,087.5 square meters, including multiple functional areas such as book storage room, reading room, etc.." Li Qingxi first took out a large photo, which clearly presented the original appearance of the building.

The entire building presents a symmetrical layout with a central axis, a regular floor plan, a higher middle section and lower side sections. The main building is towering, and combined with the eaves, walls, and brackets, it exhibits the typical "three-section structure" of traditional Suzhou architecture.

"To meet the current needs of the teachers and students of Linzhou University, the library's scale should be expanded by at least double. Considering the future expansion of the school, the scale of the library should be more than doubled, reaching a minimum of 15,000 square meters to meet the needs of the next thirty years." After introducing the basic situation, Li Qingxi also mentioned the requirements of Party A.

"So now there are two key points to be addressed. One is to preserve the original style of this building, and the other is to increase the usable space. Do you have any good ideas? Don't worry, this is not an exam. Feel free to speak your mind!" Lin looked at Mayoung and the others.

Several classmates glanced at each other, feeling a little inclined to speak but also a little hesitant to express themselves. It was Zheng Weiming who spoke first, "Can't we use the same architectural style and directly add another story on top of this building?"

He knew for sure that no one would have overlooked such a simple method; he was just curious why it didn't work.

"The original foundation could only support the construction of three floors at most, with the possibility of adding one more. However, now we need to add more than just one or two floors!"

Why are there so many Silver Alliances today?
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Buildings of different heights require different foundations. Why do developers rarely build residential buildings taller than 33 stories in the future? In addition to planning restrictions, the cost of the foundation increases significantly once the building exceeds 100 meters, which inevitably reduces their profit margin.

"So you cannot directly add another story on top of the building. Even if a new foundation is made and the columns are reinforced, adding another story on top would still disrupt the overall style of the original library."

Li Qingxi picked up a pen and started to paint on the whiteboard. He first sketched the rough exterior of an old library, and then added a few layers on top. It was clear to everyone that with these additional layers, the original three-part layout looked completely different.

"I understand, thank you, teacher," Zheng Weiming sat down. This is not just a technical problem; there are also architectural aesthetic factors at play. The old library was originally a rectangular facade, adding a few floors would make it square or even a vertically extended rectangle, which would definitely disrupt the original style.

"Somebody has proposed this kind of plan before, but it was quickly rejected by Linzhou University. However, it's impressive that you guys, only in your second year, have already thought of this." Feng Shaoping encouraged.

This made Zheng Weiming feel much more at ease. But looking at the building next to him, isn't he just a sophomore? If I'm considered pretty good, how should he be evaluated?

"Can we relocate the entire building? I can see there are plenty of gaps between the buildings near the school. If we move the library a bit to the side, we can make space for constructing a new building." After carefully studying the photos, Ma Yong voices his opinion.

"Indeed, some people have mentioned that there are precedents for moving entire buildings in the field of ancient architectural preservation. However, those were smaller-scale buildings. This library has a single-floor area of over 1,500 square meters. It is extremely difficult to move the entire structure, and no one can guarantee that accidents won't happen during the relocation process. Linzhou University cannot afford to take this risk."

In the future, China has already mastered this technology. They can move a six-story building over 60 meters with just a cost of around 2 million yuan; even single-story buildings with an area of over 4,000 square meters can be easily relocated. They have even set a world record by rotating a building weighing over 30,000 tons by 90 degrees and moving it nearly 300 meters.

Since China mastered this technology, it has been widely used in the preservation of ancient buildings and urban planning and relocation. In a very short period of time, the number of cases of overall building relocation in China has exceeded the total of other countries in the world. However, at present, this technology has just begun to take off domestically, and there is currently no capacity to complete the task of relocating such large buildings.

"Let's just level the playground and build a new building on its old site!" Xu Yingxue pointed at the playground not far from the library in the photo and said.

"This definitely won't work. Without the playground, where will the students go to play football and basketball?!" Before the teacher could say anything, Xing Ruhua protested. He was very enthusiastic about sports.

"Yes, even if we don't consider the needs of ordinary students, there is still the School of Physical Education at Linzhou University. You can't just leave them without a place to attend classes, can you? Moreover, in the evaluation of comprehensive universities, the sports field is also a very important factor. Linzhou University definitely wouldn't want to demolish it. It's understandable for some special professional schools not to have sports fields, but for the best comprehensive university in the province to not have one, it's really unacceptable."

If the sports stadium is torn down to build a library, isn't that just robbing Peter to pay Paul? Will we have to find a new place to rebuild the stadium in the future? To be honest, the land area needed for a sports stadium is much larger than that for a library.

Although their proposals were rejected, the teachers did not criticize them. As a result, everyone gradually became more enthusiastic and came up with various creative ideas. Unfortunately, most of their ideas were not practical and did not help them find inspiration.

However, in terms of communication itself, it is still very helpful. Students have gained more knowledge, and teachers have also broadened their horizons and found it quite rewarding.

"It's almost time for today, let's end our discussion here for now! Although we have all reviewed the materials, it's still not quite appropriate to just rely on them without visiting the site. In my opinion, it would be best to take a trip to Linzhou this weekend, have a good look at the site, and inquire Linzhou University for more materials, preferably thoroughly examining the original design drawings. Only then can we come up with a suitable plan!" Lin suggested.

"Teacher Xu, you don't have classes on Friday or Saturday, why don't we go together?" Ah, you just have bad luck. If you're on a business trip to Shanghai, you can enjoy it, but I don't have a mansion for you to stay in Linzhou, nor can I find a car for you to drive.

"Okay, no problem. I'll pack my bags and head back today!" Xu Jiaping readily agreed, without giving it much thought. In fact, he didn't mind or even considered it a step forward to go on a business trip with Lin Lou.

"By the way, does the department agree or disagree with our participation in this project?" Linlou asked. If the department does not agree, it will be quite troublesome.

"As long as it's from the architecture department of Tsinghua University, obtaining this project is about helping our senior alumni solve problems and bringing glory to the department. How could Chairman Wu disagree? It's just that the design fee may not be as high as that of the Shanghai project, after all, it's about helping our senior alumni." Xu Jiaping quickly said.

"Oh, it's no big deal. Let's just cut down a bit." Right now, what's most important to them is getting projects. Making money has to take a back seat for now.

The next day, Lin Lou and the others began the preparations. They first expressed their desire to visit the site to the senior alumni, who gladly agreed. After confirming their schedule, the senior alumni made a phone call to the school to arrange for their reception. On Friday, Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping set off.

There are no direct flights from Beijing to Linzhou, so they had to first fly to the capital of the neighboring province, and then take a train from there. After getting off the plane, they had to take a train for more than ten hours before finally arriving at Linzhou Railway Station.

After leaving the train station, I saw a sign that read "Pick-up for Professor Xu Jiaping from Tsinghua University." I walked over, announced my name, and presented the introduction letter. The other person warmly shook my hand and said, "Hello, Professor Xu, I am Qin Yong from the Office of the President at Linzhou University. Welcome to Linzhou, and thank you for coming to help us solve the problem!"

"Are Tsinghua University and Lin University also closely connected? It's only natural for them to help each other out," Xu Jiaping politely exchanged a few words and prepared to leave. After spending over ten hours on the train, he felt a bit tired and wanted to rest for a while.

However, Qin Yong did not leave immediately. He smiled awkwardly and said, "There is another teacher from Tongji University who is also arriving soon."

Damn it, the tenant in my house in Xi'an broke the contract and refuses to leave. I need to go deal with it. I can only update twice in the next few days. I'll continue updating after I've dealt with this.
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Qin Yong also felt awkward. He was reluctant to have the two teachers meet at the train station if he could help it. In fact, he had already arranged for another car, but unfortunately, it broke down halfway. There was no time for the school to send another car, so they had to squeeze into one car.

"I said, since you have all come to us, why do you still need to call others? Do you not trust us?" Xu Jiaping will definitely not be happy after hearing this. Oh, we have traveled a long way to help, reminiscing about the old friendship and the face of our senior. But you, having entrusted others to help as well, is this how you handle things?"

"This is not what you think. We definitely believe in the strength of the architecture department at Tsinghua!" Qinyin hurriedly explained. "This teacher from Tongji University is a bit special. He originally graduated from our school's architecture department, then went to Tongji for postgraduate studies, and later stayed on as a teacher at Tongji. Recently, he heard that our alma mater's library was going to be renovated, so he volunteered to come back and take a look."

"This is also a heartfelt gesture from the students of our school to repay our alma mater. We can't just ignore it, can we? Coincidentally, the school's car broke down halfway today, so we can only inconvenience you two. Let's just squeeze into one car!" Hey, one is an expert from Tsinghua, and the other is a talent nurtured by our own institution. We can't afford to offend either side."

"Before I met Professor Liang from Tongji University in Shanghai, and now I have met another teacher from Tongji University. It seems that we have a connection with Tongji," Lin laughed and said, "This reason is quite reasonable. If there is a construction project at Tsinghua in the future, even if he and Xu Jiaping are no longer studying or working at Tsinghua, they will certainly actively request to participate, right?"

After hearing what he said, Xu Jiaping didn't say anything. After a while, Qin Yong also received this architect who graduated from Linzhou University and was teaching at Tongji University and gave them an introduction, "Hello, Teacher Gu. These two are Xu Jiaping, a professor from the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University, and Lin Lou, a student from the department."

"Oh, hello, hello, I am Gu Jie from Tongji University!" Gu Jie shook hands with them. When it came to shaking hands with Lin Lou, he hesitated a bit. "Y-you... Are you Lin Lou, the one who wrote 'A History of Modern Foreign Architecture' and led the design of the new office building for the Shanghai Youth League?"

"Yes, it's me," Lin Lou said with a smile, it seems that his reputation in the architectural world has been established! The person he was speaking to already knew, "I met Professor Liang of your school last time. Professor Liang's professional accomplishment and principles are both exemplary in the field of architecture."

"Haha, back when I was studying, Professor Liang was my teacher. He didn't go easy on me, but it's precisely thanks to his strict teachings that I am where I am today. I never expected that our alma mater would invite Engineer Lin to lead the project. It looks like we'll soon have a beautiful new library at our alma mater!" Gu Jie laughed heartily.

"Since Lin has been able to design the impressive teaching building at Heku Middle School and the new office building for the Shanghai Youth League, he can definitely solve this problem for my alma mater!" Even though Gu Jie's words were polite, there was no hint of retreat in his eyes.

Qin Yong next to him looks a bit silly, what's going on? Wasn't this Mr. Xu, the one led by Tsinghua? Why is Mr. Gu constantly pulling the students to talk?

"It's getting late, let's head back early. We'll rest at the school guesthouse for a while, then have a simple meal. We can discuss the project tomorrow!" Qin Yong led them to the car and then looked troubled again.

The four of them plus the driver fit just right, but where each person sits is important. Nowadays, leaders prefer to sit in the front passenger seat for the wide field of vision and ample legroom. But there's only one good seat. Who will get it in the end?

"Teacher Xu, you've come from afar, please have a seat in the front!" After some consideration, they decided to let Teacher Xu Jiaping sit in the front. Gu Jie also graduated from our school, so he should be more approachable.

"No, no, Teacher Gu is older, so he should sit in the front!" Xu Jiaping declined.

"This Linzhou could be considered half of my hometown. Since we're at Linlou, I must help take care of both of you well, right? Why don't you, Mr. Lin, sit in the front?"

"I'm sitting at the front, so it's definitely not appropriate for the teacher to sit at the back! Let's have you, Teacher Gu, sit at the front!" So the three of them politely declined each other and ended up back where they started.

Arriving at the Linzhou University guesthouse, Qin Yong walked over and knocked on the table. "Have the professors from Tsinghua and Tongji universities arrived? Are the three single rooms on the top floor still available? Please help me get the keys!"

"Director Qin, didn't we agree on two top floor rooms, one on the top floor and one on the first floor? Why did it change again?" The receptionist asked in a low voice.

"The plan has changed! Just give me the keys, I will go talk to the director for you in a while!" Qin Yong initially thought that Lin Lou was just an ordinary student, so he arranged a slightly inferior room on the first floor for her. But seeing how polite Gu Jie was to Lin Lou all the way, it was certain that a new arrangement had to be made, otherwise it would offend people.

Bring them to the room, help them open the door, and ask the driver to help bring hot water over. Qin Yong then took his leave, "Rest for a while, I will come back to call you for dinner later!"

Lin Lou closed the door and just poured myself a glass of water when Xu Jiaping knocked on the door and came in. "I've seen Gu Jie's architectural works before, and his level is not bad."

I finished talking to Linlou about his past works, and then asked, "So what do we do now?"

"Since we're already here, it wouldn't be appropriate to just leave. Teacher Gu is definitely going to stay, and who knows, maybe he's itching to outshine us. If we leave, it will look like we're retreating without a fight. When encountering competition in a project, Lin believes it's normal, so let's let our plans do the talking."

"Hey, what Linzhou University did was a bit unscrupulous. Since they've already invited us over, they should have persuaded Gu Jie to go back! Two groups of people coming up with a plan together, what's going on?" Xu Jiaping still feels a little uncomfortable.

"I actually think that this is the future trend in the architecture industry. In foreign countries, it is common for multiple architectural design firms to compete for a project, and then the best design is selected. Mr. Bei won the commissions for both the Kennedy Library and the East Wing of the National Gallery of Art in the United States."

"The project in Shanghai before had multiple parties involved, but it wasn't considered a formal bidding. Now that we have encountered Mr. Gu, let's consider it as an early experience of what a real bidding is like!"

After they chatted for a while, Xu Jiaping went back to rest. After taking a nap for about a couple of hours, Qin Yong came to knock on the door, "Lin... Lin, let's go downstairs together for dinner!"
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When we arrived at the restaurant, we saw several leaders from Linzhou University, including the vice-president in charge of infrastructure construction, the head of the architecture department, and several teachers. Of course, there were also some senior teachers with connections to Tsinghua University, as well as the teacher who had taught Gu Jie back in the day.

Whenever a Chinese person treats someone to a meal, there is always some fuss over seating arrangements. This time was no exception. As the host, I naturally wanted to invite the guests to sit at the main seats. However, with so many senior figures present, how could Xu Jiaping, Gu Jie, and Lin Lou sit at the main table? After some discussion, we decided to seat them according to their roles as hosts and guests.

Xu Jiaping resolutely made Lin Lou sit at the head of the table. He had made up his mind to firmly support Lin Lou, making sure to pay attention to every little detail. His reasons for doing so were stated boldly, "Our purpose in coming this time is to address the renovation of the old library at Linzhou University. Therefore, Lin Lou and I are not here in a teacher-student relationship, but as a designer and an assistant. Lin Lou is the main designer in charge of this project, and I'm just here to lend a hand. So, it's only natural for Lin Lou to sit here!"

"Although Lin is young, he has remarkable achievements in architectural theory and design. His book "A History of Foreign Modern Architecture" has become a common textbook in many universities, including Tongji. In addition, Mr. Pei designed the process of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, and Lin also played a very important role..." Gu Jie popularized the glorious history of Lin's building.

Linzhou University is a bit remote, and its communication with academic centers such as Beijing and Shanghai is not very close, so much of its information is relatively outdated. After Gu Jie finished speaking, Wen Siye, the head of the Architecture Department at Linzhou University, said apologetically, "I have also read the book written by Lin Gong, and it is indeed very good. It has broadened my horizons. Unfortunately, I obtained this book a bit late, so it won't be able to be used this academic year. We must definitely introduce this book to Linzhou University next year and make it a textbook for the Architecture Department."

"Next time, report this kind of situation earlier. Although the funding at our Linzhou University isn't abundant, we still have the money to introduce a set of textbooks, right!" the vice president also pretended to scold.

"I really admire Teacher Gu's design skills, just like that previous..." Xu Jiaping understood that Gu Jie's praise for Linlou was not entirely sincere.

Have you ever thought about it? They are now competing for the same project. The more he praises Linlou, the more glorious he will be if he wins. Look, hasn't Tsinghua always bragged about Linlou's excellence? Yet they lost to me. But in the unfortunate event of losing, there's still a way out. Oh well, it's not that I lack the ability, it's just that I've encountered a genius that Tsinghua is promoting.

So Xu Jiaping is also promoting his way of governing others and taking care of their bodies. Isn't that just flattery? I can do it too. I'll praise you as the backbone of Tongji, and then when we win, it will be even more prestigious. And if we happen to lose... it's no big deal. Xiao Lou is still a student. It's normal for a student to lose to a teacher who has been teaching for more than ten years, right?

The leaders of Linzhou University naturally understand their intentions, but no one exposes them, and even helps to promote them. They are also happy to see Lin Lou and Gu Jie compete. The more intense the competition, the more likely they will come up with good solutions. Regardless of who wins or loses, it is good for Linzhou University.

Of course, from the bottom of their hearts, they would prefer Gu Jie to win. After all, Gu Jie is a student from their own school. It would be a great story for their alma mater if he were to be in charge of the project design and achieve success in the future.

They don't want to offend Tsinghua, so they are trying to make up for it in other ways. Introducing the Lin building's textbook is one of the methods. I have also helped you expand your academic influence. You can't blame me again, right?

After praising each other for a while, Vice Principal Gao Tianyu felt that the time was right, so he raised his glass and gave a toast. After drinking, the atmosphere at the table became more relaxed, with several older teachers reminiscing about the friendship between Tsinghua University and Linzhou University. Gu Jie shared his own experiences of studying at Linzhou University, creating a harmonious atmosphere at the dinner table.

I'm feeling a little dizzy from drinking. The banquet has just ended, and it seems like people from Linzhou are really good at drinking. Lin Lou estimated that if they didn't have to inspect the site early tomorrow morning, they would all have to be drunk and passed out tonight.

When I woke up in the morning, there were fewer people around me. After having breakfast, I arrived in front of the library, where only the deputy principal Gao Tianyu in charge of infrastructure, the director of the architecture department Wen Siye, and several teachers from the architecture department remained.

"I will first introduce the basic situation of this library to everyone!" Wen Siye prepared to act as the introducer.

"Teacher Wen, let me handle it. I also spent several years studying in this library, so I am very familiar with every inch and corner of the library management." Gu Jie said, glancing deliberately at Lin Lou, "I am so knowledgeable about the project, what do you have to compete with me?"

The designer of the library at Linzhou University was the Soviet expert Alexey Safonov, who graduated from the prestigious Gubkin Institute of Architecture and Civil Engineering and was a student of the academician Viktor Alexandrovich Vesnin, who was also one of the designers of the Dnieper Hydroelectric Station.

When it comes to the Gubkin University of Architecture and Construction, the university president is a bit unclear, but when it comes to the Dnieper Hydroelectric Station, it becomes clear. This was a key project of the Soviet Union at the time, and was also known to many Chinese people during the Sino-Soviet friendship.

The former Gubkin Institute of Architecture and Civil Engineering will become the School of Architecture at Moscow University in the future and is one of the best architecture departments in Russia.

Viktor Aleksandrovich Vesnin is one of the famous Vesnin brothers in the architectural world. The eldest brother, Leonid Vesnin, excels in architectural planning and the rational organization of various complex functions. The second brother, Viktor Vesnin, is adept in rational thinking, sharp-minded, and has the ability to handle structural technical issues. The youngest brother, Aleksandr Vesnin, is outstanding, with diverse talents, especially in the creation of form, composition, and other aspects.

They began to explore modern architectural education around the same time as Gropius and designed a large number of excellent works for the future Soviet Union.

Gu Jie did indeed have a thorough understanding of every detail of the library, as he had claimed. As they walked through the building, he provided detailed explanations to Lin and others, without any reservation, and addressed all the key points with great precision.

I don't know if he was just speaking out of excitement or if there was another reason, but after walking through the entire library, Gu Jie suddenly pointed at the library and said, "Now the biggest problem is that our school doesn't have any extra land to build a new library, but it's okay. No land? We can build upwards!"

I accidentally put an Easter egg in the concept art.
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"After receiving this message, I have been pondering the solution to the problem. Now I have some preliminary ideas!" Gu Jie stood on the stairs, full of vigor and grandeur.

"Teacher Gu, we still haven't decided who should take on this project! It's not quite appropriate to express your own ideas in front of everyone, is it?" Xu Jiaping quickly spoke up to stop him.

If it is a normal architectural design project bidding in the future, surely no one would foolishly reveal their own plans in front of their competitors. Even if they do, it would definitely be a trick to lead the competitors astray.

But now, it's not an overt competition between them. If Gu Jie speaks out first, then even if Linlou has a similar idea, they can only give up. Otherwise, if someone else says it later, claiming that Linlou copied their idea, it would completely ruin their reputation in the architecture industry.

"It's okay, let's learn from each other through communication! In Gu Jie's opinion, the only way to solve the problems in the Linzhou University library is to block off this path first. I want to see what other methods you can come up with if my plan is gone!"

So he flipped open his notebook and revealed the rough sketches he had drawn earlier. In the sketches, two thick core cylinders protruded from the top of the original building, and then two new buildings were suspended from the top of the old library building with the core cylinders as the fulcrum.

"Principal Gao, Director Wen, my plan is to adopt the international advanced high-rise large-span cantilever prestressed space hyperstatic structure system, and build two central core shafts with elevator shafts, stairs, ventilation shafts, cable shafts, public toilets, and some equipment rooms in the middle of the old building, forming an external frame and internal core structure, to be constructed using reinforced concrete."

"This structure is extremely resistant to forces, so only two concrete cylinders are enough to support two towers. The cylinders are cantilevered around the perimeter with prestressed beams, and the beams can extend up to 8 meters to meet the needs of the expanded area!"

When it comes to the word "砼" (tóng), Gu Jie feels a little awkward, as this word was created by Professor Cai Fangyin, a renowned structural engineer and graduate of Tsinghua University, in 1953.

At that time, educational technology was backward, and there were no tape recorders or photocopiers. Students had to rely solely on taking notes in class. "Concrete" is the most commonly used term in construction engineering, but it has too many strokes, making it laborious and time-consuming to write. Cai Fangyin, who was quick-witted, boldly used the three characters for "artificial stone" to replace "concrete".

Because the word "concrete" has 30 strokes, while the word "artificial stone" has only 10 strokes, this saves 20 strokes and greatly increases the speed of note-taking. Later, synthetic concretes were produced.

The term "砼" means "artificially synthesized stone, concrete as hard as stone", and it was promoted among college students. In July 1955, the Chinese Academy of Sciences Compilation and Publication Committee approved and published the book "Structural Engineering Terminology", which specifically recommended the use of both "砼" and "混凝土". Since then, "砼" has been widely used in various construction engineering books and publications.

But so what? Even if this character was invented by your Tsinghua, when it comes to structure, our Tongji is still the best in the country! And what my project demonstrates is the beauty of structure, Gu Jie quickly adjusted his state.

The eight architecture schools have their own strengths. Because of Peng Yigang's book "Architectural Space Combination Theory," which is almost a must-read for architecture students, the students from Tianjin University have solid basic skills, good structural understanding, beautiful hand drawing, and accurate functional organization. However, their weakness lies in their lack of creativity.

Tongji University's advantage lies in its location in Shanghai, where international exchanges are most active. It is deeply integrated into the international community, and in any emerging architectural design, both in terms of methods and theories, Tongji always takes the lead among domestic universities. At the same time, its structural engineering discipline is very strong, maintaining a long-term leading position domestically.

The architectural structure refers to the system composed of various components (such as roof trusses, beams, slabs, columns, etc.) in the construction of buildings, which can withstand various forces. The so-called force refers to various factors that can cause the system to generate internal forces and deformations, such as loads, earthquakes, temperature changes, and foundation settlement.

Simply put, architects can use their imagination to come up with all sorts of whimsical and creative building designs, but whether these designs can actually be realized depends on the structural engineer. If the structural engineer says that a design cannot be implemented structurally, then it's all over, no matter how beautiful the design is.

The plan put forward by Gu Jie is to showcase the artistic presentation of architectural structures. The seemingly slender concrete cylinders are actually able to support such large building masses. From a distance, the two buildings appear as if they are suspended above the old library.

"Can this be achieved from a structural point of view?" Even Xu Jiaping was surprised by his design, the handling of this structure is simply too artistic and revolutionary.

"Absolutely! As long as the materials meet the standard, there will be no problem at all!" Lin Lou said decisively, because he had seen the finished product of this design. The library of Tongji University is just like that. The project was completed by Tongji University in 2002 and won numerous awards right after its completion, bringing pride to many people at Tongji University.

I didn't expect that someone from Tongji University came up with this design 20 years ago! This design was already astonishing to the architecture world in 2002, let alone now!

"There's definitely no problem with the structure. We've already done the calculations!" Gu Jie's mouth curved into a slight smile. Maybe in other aspects, Tsinghua might have the upper hand, but when it comes to structure, heh, your strength really doesn't seem to be enough in front of us.

"In addition to adding two new core tubes in the middle of the old building, the original library will not be affected in other aspects, especially the exterior, it will still retain its original appearance," Gu Jie looked at Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping and laughed, "Now let's see what you can do!"

"This...this is simply an incredible stroke of luck!" The university president and the dean of the department widened their eyes like copper bells. If this can be achieved, our University of Linzhou will be extremely distinguished, and surely many people will come to visit, right?

"Xiaolou, what shall we do? The direction I was discussing with Shaoping and the others was also to find a way to go up, but the structure of the plan is far less clever than his; and now that he has presented the plan in front of us, if we continue to move up, he will definitely say that we are imitating his creativity, right?" Xu Jiaping was a little anxious.

This plan is not only excellent but also blocks their way out. "Isn't there no way out for Linzhou University? Other than going up, there is no other way, right? Now we can't go up, what should we do?"

Easter egg chapter with illustrations.
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"There will always be a solution, and whether his design can be implemented is still uncertain," Lin responded softly. "This plan is exactly like the renovation of the Tongji University Library in 2002, but that was a plan for 20 years later, when the construction technology in China was simply incomparable to what it is now."

After 20 years of peak construction exercise following the reform and opening up, a large number of construction technical talents, construction equipment, and construction capabilities have made great progress. It is not too difficult to achieve this kind of design.

It's hard to say now whether the construction techniques like post-tensioning of large-tonnage prestressed structures and the separation of upper and lower prestressed structural layers have matured. How to solve the hyperstatic effect caused by pre-stressing? Is the high-altitude operation of large-tonnage prestressed high-strength steel strands already mastered? Can high-strength steel materials that meet the requirements be produced? Has the cost been reduced to an acceptable level? These questions are hard to answer.

Linlou believes that Gujie has already studied the current construction technology when he came up with this idea. However, the problems he thought of and the problems that may arise during the construction process may not necessarily be completely consistent, right? If an insurmountable difficulty suddenly arises, then even his great idea will not be able to be implemented.

"Even if his design cannot be realized, we don't have much choice! For this project, other than finding a way to increase the height, is there any other solution? There shouldn't be, right?" Xu Jiaping felt very distressed.

"Xiao Gu, this design is indeed good, but it won't be easy to implement, right? Can the construction technology issues be resolved?" Wen Siye asked. He had taught Gu Jie before, so he called him Xiao Gu directly, which made it seem more affable.

Others pricked up their ears, especially Xu Jiaping. If Gu Jie had already resolved the construction issues, then this project would be even more difficult to compete for.

"Um, because of the rushed timeframe, I came up with this idea quickly and haven't had the chance to thoroughly study the specific construction techniques. However, after discussing with several colleagues, we all agree that this design is theoretically feasible. Even if issues arise during the construction process, we believe they can be overcome!" To be honest, Gu Jie doesn't have complete confidence in this plan, but the purpose of presenting it today is not to implement it directly.

First, to showcase my abilities and demonstrate our leading position in the field of architectural structures. Second, to block the path of our competitors. I have made it clear that I plan to expand upwards. If you do the same, it might not be appropriate, right? Even if the form of adding buildings is different, others will surely gossip when they see it.

If I hadn't said this, and in the future, there happens to be a plan similar to this, it could be considered a coincidence. But since I have already mentioned it today, if you still proceed in the same way, wouldn't it be somewhat inappropriate?

If it's purely a commercial bidding, who cares so much? In the bidding proposals for Daxing Airport, there were also multiple similar pentagonal designs, but it didn't raise any questions. Considering factors such as land plot and usage, there are only a few possible solutions for a project. It's common to have collisions in the general direction, and it comes down to who pays more attention to the details in the end.

However, this time it can hardly be considered a real commercial bidding. This is also a competition between Tsinghua University and Tongji University. Tongji has already showcased their proposal in advance, if Tsinghua still follows this direction, even if they perform well in the details, the industry will start to gossip, right? The unpleasant would be accused of plagiarism, and the more pleasant would be questioning whether Tsinghua's students lack innovation, right?

"The pouring technology for concrete cores is now very mature. The poured core can fully bear the weight of the staircase and concentrate various auxiliary service spaces towards the central plane, allowing the main functional spaces to occupy the best lighting position. It also achieves the effects of a good line of sight and convenient internal traffic..." Gu Jie continued to boost their confidence.

"Hehe, this is just a preliminary communication, so there's no need to fuss over these details. I'm sure Xiaogu can handle these issues well!" Although Gao Tianyu was proud of being a student from his own school, he was tactful and didn't want to snub the representative from Tsinghua University. After all, they were here to help, and it wouldn't be good to make them feel embarrassed.

So the topic was shifted, and they began to engage Xu Jiaping and Lin Lou again. Gu Jie felt that his purpose had been achieved, and he became quiet, taking on the role of comic relief with Director Wen, and working together with President Gao.

The atmosphere for the upcoming visit seems to have improved, yet there is still deep concern between the eyebrows of Xu Jiaping. Since RD has left, what should we do?

After visiting, they gathered a pile of materials, then took a train to the provincial capital and transferred to a plane back to the capital. As soon as they got back to the courtyard, they saw Feng Shaoping and others. Xu Jiaping started complaining, "They are really unprofessional. Linsu University has already contacted us, so why do they still want people from Tongji to go over there?"

"Just let go of the past! Before the formal report, keep your thoughts to yourself. We don't need to show off in front of us, which has caused many of our backup plans to become unnecessary!"

After listening to his account, Hu Zhongping and others also felt very frustrated. "Yes, being messed around by him like this, we can't just go up to the sky. Even if it is a completely new structure and appearance, it's not possible!"

"There's no other way! Are there any other feasible solutions?" asked Jin Qiuxiang.

"There may be a solution after all! The library is too large to move, but the adjacent small buildings can be shifted. By making a little space, we can build another library there!" Hu Zhongping said, pointing to a corner of the overall campus map of Linzhou University.

"The plan is indeed feasible, but it is a bit too conspicuous. Compared to their suspended building design, it seems a bit too conventional and definitely won't be able to win in the bidding." Li Qingxi directly shook his head and dismissed his proposal.

"Yeah, even if we make the exterior design of this building very beautiful, it's not easy to surpass the design of the hanging tower. To be fair, this design is indeed a structural miracle! Tongji's accumulation in this respect is really remarkable!" Feng Shaoping spoke a fair word, Gu Jie's design is indeed excellent.

Faced with such a technically excellent and thoughtful competitor, it's really not easy to deal with! Everyone fell silent for a moment, then Jin Qiuxiang asked again, "So are we going to lose? It shouldn't be, right? There must be a way!"
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"What I can think of is either to move the building to make room or to go up to the sky, but the former has been preempted by Tongji University. As for the latter, it's not as good as the former, so it's difficult to come up with a brilliant idea." Hu Zhongping shrugged, feeling helpless.

"Yeah, it would have been easier if he didn't mention his plan. But now that he has, we don't have many options left," Feng Shaoping also found himself at a loss for ways to deal with Gu Jie's tactics.

After a moment of silence, everyone looked at Lin anxiously. We seem to have no way out. Perhaps he still has some brilliant idea to turn the current unfavorable situation around.

"Don't worry too much, everyone. Although Teacher Gu's plan is structurally sound, there are still doubts about whether the construction quality can meet the requirements. Even if we don't choose to build upwards or move the building sideways to create space, we still have other ways to solve the issues with this project! Remember, architecture is three-dimensional, and we have more than just these two options!" Lin Lou said confidently.

"Three-dimensional?" Everyone analyzed with confusion. The plan of translation was not suitable, so the direction of working on the plane was already rejected. If it was to be extended upwards to another dimension, Gu Jie had taken the lead. What else was left?

"Oh? Are you saying underground?" Xu Jiaping quickly realized that since the surface was not suitable, and going upwards was not suitable either, then the only option left was to extend downwards, right?

Yes, Gu Jie can go up to the sky, can't we go underground? He can build a tower on top of the old library, and we can dig downwards! I have reviewed the geological data of Linzhou University, and the underground conditions are relatively good, with no groundwater or large rocks. The difficulty of digging downwards is not very high, so this plan is feasible!

"Moreover, from the perspective of construction technology, excavating downwards makes it much easier to handle large-span overhead spaces. Additionally, by hiding the new building underground, the impact on the old library will be minimized. Not only the external facade, but we also won't need to erect two core shafts in the middle, thus reducing the disruption to the internal space." Lin Lou unveiled his own proposal.

"However, how would the issue of lighting and ventilation be addressed underground?" Feng Shaoping asked subconsciously. Initially, he had considered this option but abandoned the idea when he thought about the lighting issue. If this were in the future, it might be easier to solve, with the installation of more lamps and the addition of several more exhaust fans to solve the problem.

However, electricity supply is currently tight across the country. It is common to have power outages in order to ensure production. Not to mention schools, even government agencies may have power restrictions. If it is necessary to consume a large amount of electricity, this plan definitely won't be approved.

"Try to maximize natural light and ventilation!" Mr. Lin stood up and sketched on the whiteboard. "Take a look, this is the design Mr. Bei has made for the transformation project of the Louvre, it's currently in the internal communication stage, so please keep it confidential."

Mr. Pei plans to construct a glass pyramid in front of the Louvre. In addition, beneath the outer pyramid, Mr. Pei has also designed an inverted pyramid to reflect the cascading sunlight into various corners of the hall, creating a grand and magnificent skylight. Lin Lou outlined the blueprint for the expansion project of the Louvre.

"By using this design, even without artificial lighting, it can achieve excellent daylighting effects, allowing the underground galleries of the Louvre to enjoy ample natural light."

"However, the area of this glass pyramid must not be small, right? The library of Linzhou University needs to be expanded, and it can only be centered around the old library, with at most a slight expansion outward. There definitely would not be enough space to build such a large glass pyramid, and the construction difficulty of this type of building would also be very high. In addition, there would be material issues!" Xu Jiaping, who is very familiar with the site of Linzhou University, also has many concerns about this plan.

"I definitely can't just copy Mr. Picard's plan. I'm just using his design to come up with a new approach!" Linlou is aware of the construction difficulty of the Louvre Pyramid.

The structure of the glass pyramid is composed of 675 diamond-shaped glass pieces and 118 triangular glass pieces, with glass being the key material.

The glass available in the market nowadays almost all contains ferrous oxide, presenting a green luster. This pyramid is a tetrahedron. When four corners and four pieces of glass overlap, it will become a dark green color similar to a beer bottle, which does not match well with the surrounding yellowish honey color of the buildings, and will also make the hall below dim.

The glass company that collaborated with I. M. Pei at that time was the French company Saint-Gobain; when I. M. Pei asked if there was completely transparent glass, the president of Saint-Gobain said, "If you want to build 1000 pyramids like that, we can do it, but if you just want to build one, jamais (no way)!"

President Macron finally resolved the issue of the glass on the Pyramid. All the glass had to be polished in the UK to ensure absolute smoothness, with no deformation in the final structure, and the assembly of so much glass into a stable pyramid structure posed a huge engineering challenge!

Fortunately, this glass pyramid was finally completed. At first, almost all of France was vilifying and attacking this building, which they saw as disrupting the overall atmosphere of the Louvre. However, soon after, the French people all thought it was really great.

"Large areas of fully transparent glass can be challenging to work with, but smaller pieces would be much easier! And in terms of how to utilize light, many senior architects have provided us with references. The famous British architect, Richard Rogers, said, 'Architecture is a container for capturing light, just as a musical instrument captures music; buildings need to be able to showcase light.'"

The Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, designed by architect Frank Gehry, utilizes top lighting, side lighting, and courtyard lighting, combined with curved aluminum reflector panels, to allow softer natural light to enter the interior space.

"Kang has installed skylights measuring 0.9 meters on each arch to introduce natural light. The skylights face east-west, allowing for maximum sunlight penetration. The curved reflective panels diffuse sunlight into the interior, and the large-spanning, catenary arch structure has strong load-bearing capacity, which is very beneficial for diffuse reflection of light. Three light wells are set up inside the museum, allowing visitors to change their perspectives indoors and outdoors, thus reducing fatigue."

"In the design of the La Sagrada Família, Gaudí used gaps between the roof and the walls, three semi-circular skylights on the roof, and windows of various sizes on the walls to allow invisible natural light to create visible shapes such as lines, surfaces, and points inside the building. By skillfully controlling the contrast of light and dark, intricate design, and the combination of details and colors, he controlled the light and used color to create the spatial atmosphere of the church..."
Chapter 275: The Magic of Light

In addition, Tadao Ando's Art Museum of the Ground is also a masterpiece of how architects use light. As the name suggests, most of the building is buried underground.

Viewed from the air, its shape appears as if many hollowed out blocks are embedded in the hillside. Such lighting design is intended to maximize the use of natural light to create lighting and shadow effects. These carefully designed natural light sources form an important part of the artwork, while the buildings buried in the ground also maximally preserve the natural landscape of Naoshima.

Through several courtyards of squares and triangles, it acts as a skylight, and then through passageways, openings, reflections, and other methods, natural light is used to illuminate the exhibits in the art gallery with the most suitable brightness, presenting the best viewing environment.

Visitors to the Dizhong Art Museum leisurely stroll through the ingeniously designed space, calmly appreciating classic works such as Monet's "Water Lilies".

Of course, Tadao Ando has not started designing the Di Zhong Art Museum yet, so there is no need to mention this example to them. By using the Gold Bell Museum and Lang Shan Church as examples, let them understand that it is entirely possible for architects to introduce natural light to where it is needed.

"If calculated properly, it is indeed possible to use skylights placed in appropriate positions to introduce suitable natural light into underground buildings, while also solving ventilation issues! Moreover, in front of the old library of Linlou University, there is a small gentle slope, where windows similar to tiger windows can be opened to introduce oblique light." Xu Jiaping's eyes began to shine.

"Not being able to use natural light effectively, one cannot become an outstanding architect! To enable such a large library to enjoy ample natural light, this is indeed a significant challenge. However, it is precisely because of this that it is more challenging!" With a sweep, everyone regained their spirits after the earlier despondency.

"So, the difficulty of this project lies in how to excavate more space underground without damaging the original foundation of the library! It's a bit tricky, but in Gu Jie's design, having to build two such large core tubes will also pose similar problems, right? In addition, dealing with the handling of large cantilever spaces, his design is definitely more difficult to construct than ours!" Now they have seen their advantage."

"However, purely in terms of appearance, the design buried underground is not as stunning as the design suspended in mid-air." There are still some concerns, of course, "after all, our design, with only a small part exposed on the ground, no matter how clever the underground design is, it cannot give people a direct impact."

"This is not a problem. While Gu Jie's proposal may have a stronger visual impact, it also disrupts the overall style of the old library. Although he did not alter the exterior of the old library, the two vertical buildings on top will definitely divert people's attention, which would be somewhat overwhelming."

"Our plan, although not immediately apparent, actually better preserves the original appearance of the old library. Both plans have their pros and cons in terms of appearance. In the end, the decision will definitely have to consider various details, construction difficulty, cost, and so on. These are aspects where we will not be outdone!"

"Gu Jie's exhibition showcases the miracle of structure, while what we want to present is the magic of light," Lin Lou defined the two designs. "In architecture, these two aspects are equally important, and ultimately, the winner will be determined by the handling of details!"

"Since we have a direction, let's get started! Just like last time, let me take care of the lighting calculation and landscape design!" Li Qingxi raised his hand.

"The task this time is much heavier than last time! Not only is the calculation of sunlight more complex, but also how the landscape combines with the light well, allowing the light well to naturally integrate into the surrounding environment. This is not a simple matter!" Lin Lou reminded, "And since the landscape design in Shanghai has already been completed, Mr. Li doesn't need to be busy with the Shanghai project now, he should focus on the current one!"

"I'll help finish the construction drawings. After all, the structural calculations can be done a little later," Xu Jiaping said, feeling relieved. If he had to compete with Gu Jie on structural design earlier, he would have been quite anxious. But now, he was confident.

Then Hu Zhongping helped Li Qingxi to calculate the sunshine duration, while Feng Shaoping continued to hurry up in producing the construction drawings. The team quickly adjusted the division of labor, striving to complete the construction drawings for the Shanghai project as soon as possible, and at the same time, quickly come up with a suitable proposal to compete with Gu Jie's bid.

As for the classmates in the class, they are still the same as before, those good at calculations help with calculations, those good at drawing help with drawing, and others help to find various information. The courtyard has become busy again.

During busy times, many people are also thinking in their hearts that the construction drawings are almost finished. Previously, Mr. Bei's office's fee practice was mentioned by Xiaolin. After signing the contract, 20% of the total design fee is collected as a design deposit; after completing the initial design, payment is collected up to 50% of the total design fee; after completing the construction drawing, payment is collected up to 90%-95% of the design fee; and full payment is completed when the structure is topped out or when applying for the completion acceptance.

After completing the preliminary design, I have already received a portion of the commission. If I wait for the acceptance of the construction drawings, will there be another commission to be had? Even though Xiao Lin said that the next time will be in RMB, it's still a lot. How much is my monthly salary? This time I should be able to receive several months' worth of salary, right?

Hehe, how should I spend all this money? I've already bought almost everything I needed to last time. Maybe I should save it for now and buy a bunch of New Year goods when the New Year comes, and have a good time celebrating the New Year with my family back home? But it's not easy to carry so many things on the train.

Hi, how could I have forgotten? Last time during the meal, there was a cadre from the railway department. Asking him for help should not be a problem! As I was thinking about it, many people laughed.

Strive to get this project as soon as possible. This is not just about money, but also about the reputation of our Tsinghua. If we can thoroughly surpass Tongji University for once, we will gain a lot of glory!

And this innovative design will definitely yield several articles. It's not like that project in Shanghai where writing articles is not allowed! I've almost accumulated enough articles now, so I'm sure I'll be successful in the next promotion review, right?

There wouldn't be such an opportunity if they worked in school in a routine manner! Thinking about this, they all felt that it was definitely the right decision to get involved in this small group in the first place.

Especially Xu Jiaping, he arrived the latest, and he even forced his way in. At first, he was a little embarrassed, but now it's definitely a great deal!
Chapter 276: Competition and Cooperation

"A few teachers helped to review, the construction drawings are fine, we can go to Shanghai for approval now!" Feng Shaoping hurried back and said, all the construction drawings have been completed. As a precaution, they asked the teachers from the school to review them first before preparing to submit them for approval in Shanghai. Now that the results have just come out, he came back to report the good news.

"Teacher Feng, you don't have to teach the day after tomorrow, right? That's perfect, you can come with me this time! After we come back, we can focus on the renovation project of the Linzhou University Library! I already have some detailed ideas these days, we can communicate again after we come back!" It's just that he hasn't gone out with me yet.

"Alright, do any of you need help bringing anything? Think about it and let me know before I leave!" Feng Shaoping looked at Li Qingxi and the others and asked. Previously, he had always asked them to bring things, but this time it was finally his turn.

"Help me buy two shirts! The shirts in Shanghai are just better than those in Beijing!" Shanghai's light industry is more developed than Beijing's, especially in the field of textiles. Since the Republic of China, Shanghai has been one of China's textile centers, along with Qingdao and Tianjin. The clothing produced here is among the best in the country.

Nowadays, if a young man can wear a Shanghai-made shirt for a blind date, he is bound to have great success. Due to limited fabric supply and high demand for shirts, a very special product has emerged, which is the detachable collar.

The false collar is actually a real collar, but it is not a complete underwear garment, only a collar; the false collar is not just a collar, it also has a front placket, back piece, buttons, buttonholes, but only retains the upper half of the underwear, worn inside the outer garment, to create the illusion, the exposed collar part is exactly the same as the shirt.

Wearing a false collar, the exposed collar part is completely identical to the shirt, giving the impression of wearing a stiff shirt; wearing a clean white false collar inside, and a green military uniform or Zhongshan suit outside, fastening the discipline button, looks like a fashionable youth of the time.

The teachers in the school used to wear fake collars, but now since they have come to Lin Building, their income has increased significantly. They no longer care for fake collars and only want to buy real ones, and they must be the best quality. They feel more confident wearing them, completely different from when they used to wear fake collars, and they no longer worry about accidentally exposing themselves.

The next day, Linlou and Feng Shaoping boarded the plane with the blueprints and then rested at Wudake's residence. After having dinner and returning to their room, they washed up and lay down on the bed. Feng Shaoping couldn't help muttering, "No wonder everyone wants to go on business trips with Xiaolin. With such luxury, I wouldn't mind going on trips every day!"

Then he laughed again, "Ah, Xu Jiaping just has bad luck. When he went to Shanghai, it wasn't his turn, and when he went to Linzhou, even though Linzhou University was in charge of receiving them, the conditions weren't as good as this."

Early in the morning, they huffed and puffed as they carried the blueprints to the Mahler Villa. After receiving them, Yu Jichuan immediately had them sent to the review department. These blueprints certainly couldn't be reviewed in a short time, but luckily the city was keeping an eye on foreign exchange and would definitely urge the review department to speed up the process. It wouldn't be a situation where they would have to wait for several weeks before the blueprint review began.

"The teachers in our department have confirmed that the construction drawings are problem-free! Since you're here, we definitely need to have a chat, and the topic is readily available at the moment."

"Of course, of course, I am also pushing for it here, striving to get the approval and start the work soon! I will give Professor Liang a call, let's have lunch together at noon!" He came a long way, so we definitely need to take care of the meals. After chatting for a few moments, Yu Jichuan started making phone calls. It wasn't even time for lunch break yet, but he took them to the place to eat.

After waiting for a while with a cup of tea, Professor Liang arrived and immediately burst into laughter, "Haha, Xiao Lin, it seems that you and Tongji University are destined to be connected. I just finished reviewing your project, and now you're off competing with our professors for bids! I think you should just come to our school for graduate studies. As long as you agree, I'll go to the school right now to secure a spot for you. You can come over as soon as you graduate, and even do your internship in Shanghai during your senior year. I'll find you a good placement!"

"Professor Liang, you don't need to worry about this. Even if Xiaolou goes to graduate school, it must be to study abroad. Mr. Bei has mentioned that he is willing to introduce him to Harvard! Hey, do you think you can take away a student cultivated by Tsinghua? No way! Feng Shaoping has a strong sense of collective honor and absolutely does not allow such a situation to happen."

Professor Liang felt a little discouraged at the mention of Harvard. He had confidence and could compete with the architecture department at Tsinghua University, but in the face of Harvard University, Tongji seemed to be not good enough.

"Why is Xiao Lin preparing to take on another project now? Where is it? What kind of project is it?" Yu Jichuan asked curiously. He also wanted to know what kind of ingenious design Lin Lou could come up with.

"The library renovation project at Linzhou University. The former president of Linzhou University was from our Tsinghua University, so when they encountered problems that they couldn't solve within their own university, they came to us. It was unexpected that people from Tongji University also heard the news and rushed over." Feng Shaoping explained the situation.

"Hey, you can't say that. In my opinion, this project can only move forward. It involves very complex structural calculations, and in this aspect, our Tongji University is still the best in the country. Our participation in this project is also for the responsibility of Linzhou University!" Professor Liang naturally wanted to defend their reputation.

"Hehe, that's not necessarily the case. Architecture is three-dimensional, and there are many ways to solve the problem of Linzhou University. And, in terms of structure, Tsinghua University is not inferior either!" The two started to argue.

"Alright, let's not discuss other projects today! By the way, Professor Liang, I have a small matter I'd like to ask for your help with. I wonder if you're available for it?" It's okay to chat a little, but it's not a good idea to argue, Lin changed the topic.

"What's the matter? Tell me," Professor Gu asked.

"I came here mainly to deliver the construction drawings. Once the construction drawing review is completed, we can officially begin the construction! In fact, the preliminary construction work has already begun, such as land leveling and laying of water, electricity, and gas lines, which are almost done."

"You know, we are all in Beijing, so it's not very convenient to come to Shanghai. Can you please help us contact a resident architect? We want him to take charge of the construction, of course, we will come over often to check, and not let him take full responsibility." Just like I. M. Pei found Lin Lou, Lin Lou also plans to find someone nearby to save costs.
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"Hmm, since you still have classes to attend normally, it's indeed inconvenient to stay in Shanghai permanently. I'll help you find one! Do you have any specific requirements?" Professor Liang nodded in agreement. Although the projects at Linyin University and Tongji University were competitive, it did not prevent them from collaborating on other projects.

Moreover, the Student Union office building project is very interesting, embodying the essence of modernist architecture. If his own students can be involved in the project from beginning to end, it would be a great help for their future. Professor Liang naturally would not refuse such a win-win situation.

How can anyone make it in the construction industry without connections? If Lin didn't have a relationship with Pei, it would have been really difficult for him to secure those projects. And if Professor Liang hadn't connected with Lin, how could such a great opportunity have fallen into the hands of his student? With these experiences, he will be able to make faster progress than students at the same level.

Of course, this is not absolute. When encountering extraordinary geniuses, they can also make a name for themselves in the architectural world with their own hard strength!

Tadao Ando barely attended school, but he fell in love with architecture after encountering a collection of Le Corbusier's works in a bookstore. Because the book was too expensive, Ando, who had limited funds, would spend hours standing in the store to read it, hiding the book at the bottom of the pile to prevent anyone else from buying it.

In this collection of works, there is a sentence that says "travelling in one's youth holds profound significance." Ando Tadao then took the prize money he won as a boxer to embark on a spontaneous journey.

His grandmother also supports him a lot, saying that money is not meant to be saved, but should be spent on oneself to be valuable. This powerful statement allowed Tadao Ando to travel abroad without any worries. Thereafter, in the first four years of establishing his firm, Tadao Ando would travel as soon as he saved enough money.

Tadao Ando took a boat from Yokohama Port to Nahodka and then transferred to the Trans-Siberian Railway. Along the way, he saw many classic buildings, and the La Tourette Church in Le Corbusier and the Pantheon in Rome left a deep impression on him. He even went to Africa and other places to appreciate the local buildings with strong regional characteristics.

He also wanted to visit the studio of Courbet in Paris, but unfortunately, fate played its hand. Just a month before Ando arrived in Paris, Courbet bid farewell to the world. To make up for this regret, Ando named his beloved dog Courbet.

Ando Tadao engaged in self-study while visiting construction sites, and after several years of accumulation, he established his own architectural firm. At first, it was difficult for him to attract business, but finally, through a friend's introduction, he secured a small project worth 3 million yen. Based on the site conditions and the client's needs, he meticulously designed a residence that could meet the needs of a family of three.

At first, the homeowner was very satisfied, but later unexpected events occurred. His wife became pregnant and gave birth to twins, which disrupted the homeowner's plans. The house that was originally prepared for three people gradually became insufficient. They had to find another place to accommodate the needs of four people.

To show his apology, Tadao Ando bought the building and converted it into his own office. For a long time, he worked there and then amazed the whole Japan with the "Awaji Yumebutai". Since then, he has firmly established himself in the construction industry.

Last year, I still had to rely on others for help, but now I can already mentor others. Change really does happen quickly. Lin thought to himself with a hint of emotion, and then said, "Professional skills definitely need to be sufficient, there should be some experience in construction, and it would be best to be able to match the reputation of Tongji University in the field of structures. Finally, it would be even better to have a good temper."

Since I have been given this opportunity, Lin Lou doesn't just want him to serve as the on-site architect of this project. Currently, my team is not complete yet and we still lack an outstanding structural engineer. If I could seize this opportunity to recruit a capable professional from Tongji University, it would be even better.

First, get in touch with this project and understand its professional competence and personality. If it's suitable, there's always a way to pull them into your team.

"Since you are going to work as a resident architect, you definitely need to understand construction. This project uses curved design, so it's important to have a thorough understanding of the structure in order to manage the construction details well. I understand these two requirements, but why emphasize having a good temper?" Professor Liang was a bit puzzled.

Because I plan to bring this person into my team for long-term collaboration, if his temper is bad, I'm afraid he might kill me!

Architects and structural engineers are both partners and adversaries. While a building's design may be excellent, it must also pass structural standards in order to be realized. Especially for unconventional and uniquely shaped architectural works, each one poses a formidable challenge for structural engineers. To turn these buildings into reality, one can only wonder how many structural engineers have scratched their heads bald.

Why is CCTV's "Big Pants" tower criticized by the general public but highly praised by the architectural community? In terms of functionality, the most suitable design for a media building is actually a circular streamline. However, Koolhaas broke the tradition of having a circular plan on the ground and instead elevated the circular structure.

This not only saves ground space, leaving a large front plaza, but also distributes functional blocks with different levels of privacy, providing the best privacy and views for the administrative office area, while ensuring better accessibility for functional areas located on the lower levels.

From a structural perspective, the large-span long cantilever structure is truly a marvel. There is no support under the sharp angle at the top, so the gravity has to be transferred laterally to the two tower buildings and then to the ground. Consequently, a significant bending moment and stress are formed at the corner where the cantilever and the tower intersect, placing very high demands on the architectural structure.

The CCTV building perfectly achieves this, which is why it was listed as one of the top ten architectural wonders in the world by Time magazine in 2007, and was also named the best high-rise building globally by the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat in 2013.

But behind all of this, I don't know how many architects' hair has been sacrificed. In fact, the CCTV building is considered good. The New York-based Oiio studio once proposed a conceptual design, The Big Bend, claiming to be the world's longest building. Its structure is relatively simple, rising from the ground and then bending 180° at its highest point before descending back to the ground.

Overall it looks like an upside-down U shape, except the lower part of the other side of the U does not touch the ground, or it's more appropriate to say it's a super-long version of a cane handle.

However, while the architect may be delighted with this design, the structural engineer needs to get involved. How can the structure of this thing be achieved? If the other side of the U-shape doesn't contact the ground, relying solely on one side won't support the weight of the stairs, right? You're not joking with me, are you?

The Lin building may not create an impossible architecture like The Big Bend, but it definitely will have extraordinary structures. So for the sake of my own life insurance, I must find a structural engineer with a good temper.

Thank you Qingzhi Youming, Bing Shui Wuyou, Chen Huanyu, and Book Friend 20171217135953921 for your tips. I will continue to update today.
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"Speaking of good temperament, I do actually know a student like that. He's a second-year graduate student and is currently looking for an internship. Your project is quite challenging, and I'm sure he would be willing to come over!" Professor Liang nodded after inquiring about Lin Lou's schedule for the next few days. "Alright, I'll have him come over to talk to you later. If it's a good fit, that's great. If not, I'll help you find someone else."

"Thank you, Professor Liang! It's just right to be in the second year of my master's program. If it were the third year, I would probably have a job already. But now I still have a year left, which is enough for me to handle. Once this project is completed, I guess I won't want to leave."

After having a meal, I returned to Wudake's old residence to rest for a while. A waiter came to knock on the door, saying that the person Professor Liang had introduced had already arrived. I quickly went downstairs to meet him and took him to the old spot on the second floor. After asking about his preferences, I had the waiter bring some tea and pastries, and then we started chatting.

"I am Lin Mita. I did my undergraduate and graduate studies at Tongji University. Professor Liang mentioned the concept of this project to me, which I found quite interesting in terms of structure, so I decided to come here! I interned at a construction site during my undergraduate studies, so I am not unfamiliar with the site." The male student briefly introduced his situation.

"This is the best way to go, and it saves me the trouble of traveling back and forth between Beijing and Shanghai." Lin asked several professional questions and was very satisfied with Linmita's abilities. In terms of temperament, the other party gave the impression of being very gentle, which also met his requirements. So he decided to keep him, "Do you have any requirements for our side?"

"I am also very happy to be able to participate in such a project," Lin Mita felt a little confused by Lin Lou's question. Isn't the arrangement for the internship to go wherever and do whatever is asked? I haven't heard of being able to make conditions too?

He thought for a moment and said somewhat bashfully, "The distance from the construction site to my school is quite far. I have to take the bus back and forth several times a day. Can I get reimbursed for the transportation expenses?" People in this era are always a bit shy when it comes to money.

"Haha!" Lin laughed at his words, "This is only natural. The transportation expenses will definitely be reimbursed, as for meals, I have already discussed with the client. The meals for three times a day at the construction site will be taken care of, and we also have a separate office prepared for you! Besides these, there will be a monthly internship allowance!"

"Well, it's not much, maybe a hundred or so a month," Linlou calculated and said. This amount was far less than the salary Baiguiting had offered him, but during this period, it was definitely a high wage.

"This... This seems a bit too much, doesn't it?" Lin Mita was a little startled. His senior brother who had just graduated stayed at Tongji Architectural Design Institute and only earned a few tens of yuan a month. He hasn't even graduated yet, and he's earning more than his senior brother.

"Not much, not much. The benefits of our team are a bit better than other units. In addition to the basic internship fee, there are also project commissions. As long as you do well, you can definitely earn more money after the completion than the sum of your internship fees for these months! In addition, there are other benefits. You have to come to Beijing to report to us once a month, and we will provide you with round-trip plane tickets!" Lin Lou pulled out his tried-and-true tactic again.

"By the way, you can still come here for a free day of room and board every month. You just need to sign directly when the time comes." If he talks about having a girlfriend, this benefit would be too good.

"Furthermore, I can also help you order some foreign journals on structural engineering. If you have any specific ones in mind, you can make a list for me. Then, every time you go to Beijing for a conference, you can conveniently bring them back." This is certainly more relevant for those with academic pursuits.

"Really? How many can I have?" Sure enough, as soon as she heard this, Lin Mita's eyes lit up, and she hesitantly asked, "Can I have three? If that's too many, then two... or even just one is fine."

"I'll give you a budget for five books. You can list them out now, and I'll help you purchase them," Lin said generously. After all, since he had decided to keep him, the stronger his professional abilities, the happier Lin would be.

"Is this a bit too much?" Linmita was a bit overwhelmed by this sudden windfall - five journals? How much is this going to cost?

"It's okay, everyone in our team has this benefit. I've subscribed to a lot of foreign journals now, including those related to architecture, water and electricity, HVAC, landscaping, and theory... Anything related to architecture, I've got it." Lin Lou even cleared out a room in the quadrangle to create a periodical room.

This is also an important reason why young architects from Beijing are attracted to gather here. Nowadays, the funds of various schools are not abundant, and there is not much money to subscribe to international journals. If you want to know more about foreign information, you can only come here to Linlou.

"I am leaving tomorrow, so you'd better give me the list as soon as possible. This way, when I go to the meeting next month, I can see the latest issue of the magazine." Once you get used to my superior conditions, you probably won't want to leave in the future, right?

"I'll write to you right away!" Lin Mita said decisively, immediately pulling out a pen from his jacket pocket and taking out a notebook from his bag to start writing.

"I'll take a look!" After finishing writing, Lin handed it over and pointed to two of them, saying, "The authority of these two magazines has declined in recent years. It can be replaced with the British 'Journal of High-rise Special Building Structure Design' and 'Journal of Building Physics'. I think these two magazines are still very useful."

"The Journal of Building Physics does exist in the school, so I didn't write about it. I haven't heard of 'Design of Special Structures for High-rise Buildings'," Linmita said apologetically.

"Then let's change it to the 'Journal of Asian Architecture and Engineering' from Japan. Japan has made rapid progress in architecture in recent years, and has produced many achievements. It will be helpful to take a look and learn from their experiences." After rearranging the list, Lin put it away.

Then he took him to meet Yu Jichuan, and they had dinner together in the evening. Yu Jichuan was quite satisfied with him and asked him to come work once the drawings were approved.

The issue with the resident architect has been resolved. The next day, Lin returned to the capital and waited for the review results of the Shanghai project's drawings while working on the design proposal for the renovation of the library at Linzhou University.

"The daylighting data has been calculated in recent days, but now we still have two difficult problems. First, how to design so many light wells to be both aesthetically pleasing and functional. Second, with the majority of our buildings buried underground, the initial impression will definitely not be as stunning as Gu Jie's design. How can we present it convincingly to Linzhou University?"
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"I'll take care of the skylight well issue. I already have some inspiration now. Let's adjust based on the data and then discuss with Teacher Li to try and come up with a solution as soon as possible. As for the second issue, it's also manageable. We'll create more rendering images and make more models. This time, we not only need to create an overall model, but also detailed models of each skylight well, so that we can demonstrate the lighting effect to them!" Linlou had already made plans.

The designers in the future, no matter how good their design skills are, must surely not neglect presentation. It is necessary to contact rendering and animation companies to showcase their projects as beautifully and exquisitely as possible in order to win the favor of the clients.

Unfortunately, the animation technology is not quite up to par at the moment. Otherwise, we could easily showcase the lighting effects with 3D animation. However, for now, we can only convey the concept to the client through concept images and models.

Fortunately, Linlou has the ability to create hand-drawn renderings, and with the use of updated materials and concepts, it should not be too difficult to surpass Gu Jie's display.

Speaking, Linlou took out a paper and pen and sketched on it, "The previous skylight designs were somewhat monotonous, not only did they have mediocre lighting effects, but also the display effect was even worse. The large glass pyramid in front of the Louvre, which Mr. Pei designed, can also be seen as a large skylight. Inspired by this, I think we can adopt some innovative methods in the design of skylights."

I have to find a reason for my design, so Linlou use Ieoh Ming Pei as a shield. "Of course, we don't need such a large skylight well. Not to mention whether there is a place to put it, just the construction technology does not meet the standards. I heard that Mr. Pei has found several companies in France, and it is very difficult for them to achieve the effect he wants."

"Moreover, producing large pieces of fully transparent glass is also a challenge. The history of glassmaking in France dates back a long time, but even in France, it is very difficult to make such glass. It would be even more difficult domestically. So, our skylights must be relatively small. By utilizing a rational distribution of multiple skylights, we can achieve better lighting effects."

"At the same time, the style should also be innovative." Linlou sketched a deep underground transparent glass cylinder and added a plant inside. "The surrounding area can be designed as a reading room, which can utilize the skylight well to supplement sunlight for the reading room, and at the same time, use the greenery of the plants to alleviate eye fatigue!"

"After getting tired of reading, occasionally looking up to enjoy the plants can relax the mind and give the eyes a proper rest! At the same time, the above-ground parts of the green plants can also be considered as a ground landscape. As for the usual maintenance of the green plants, it is not troublesome at all, just leave a door on the glass cylinder."

Linlou continued to work on his next drawing, this time creating an irregular polygon composed of triangular glass pieces that resembled the bottom of a diamond. He explained, "This design allows for excellent natural lighting, regardless of the sun's position. The exposed part of the skylight resembles a gemstone and, when combined with surrounding seating, landscapes, flower beds, sculptures, and shrubbery, enhances the overall aesthetic and decorative effect."

"I see a lot of students studying outside on our Tsinghua campus during the day, maybe we can design it this way!" Lin Lou drew another hexagonal skylight, and then enclosed it with a larger hexagon. The triangle between the outer and inner hexagons was planted with greenery.

Then a circle of cement platforms was laid around the outer hexagon, "This way, students can gather around the skylight well to read and study, not only for the landscape but also for practical use."

Linlou continued to design the style of the fourth type of light well, "I noticed there are several ponds in front of the old library, we can also combine the light well with the water feature."

"Several small glass pyramids could be erected on the water surface... or square and circular skylights could be installed level with the water surface. During the day, the skylights allow direct sunlight to reach underground, and when the underground lights come on at night, they also enhance the beauty of the water scenery on the surface. It's like killing two birds with one stone!"

"The green areas around can also be designed with light wells! Combined with the actual situation of the green area to create decorative pieces." The underground central station in Stuttgart, Germany, used a similar design and placed a large number of beautifully shaped light wells on the green areas around the station, which can both provide lighting and beautify the environment.

The architect's plan was excellent, but the project has been delayed for several decades and has not been completed. In 1965, four architects proposed the concept of Stadtautobahn 2000. At that time, Germany was still in the process of reconstruction and lacked human and material resources, so the idea was shelved.

After a series of entanglements in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, finally, in 1992, four proposals were put forward. Feasibility studies formally started in 1994, and in 1997, German Rail (Deutsche Bahn) sought train station plans throughout Europe. The architect from Dusseldorf, Germany received unanimous support, with the proposed construction cost being 2.5 billion euros.

The design scheme won worldwide acclaim at the time, with even the Chinese magazine "World Architecture" publishing articles praising it as the station of the 21st century.

And then, this project actually waited until the 21st century, from 1998 until 2010, it finally could start construction, but the construction cost doubled directly, reaching 5 billion euros.

The result was that the construction stopped on the first day due to reasons such as environmental protection and historical and cultural preservation. Many demonstrators came to the scene to protest, and the vehicle barriers that were raised during the groundbreaking ceremony were put back in place.

The long process of protest, wrangling, starting, stopping, etc. continued until the time when Linlou crossed over, the train station still wasn't completed. It's said that according to the most optimistic estimate, this project won't be completed until 2025. As for the cost, it has already soared to 8.5 billion, more than three times the initial budget.

Hmm, perhaps this is the German spirit of pursuing excellence in craftsmanship! It has been more than 20 years and they still haven’t finished a train station, while at the same time, China has already gone from having no high-speed rail to building high-speed rail stations all over the country... It's hard to know what to say when comparing the two.

"The library actually differs in functionality from other buildings. Not every area requires good natural lighting. The reading room, book borrowing area, office area, and other spaces with higher lighting requirements are placed near the light well to utilize natural light during the day." The crowd was attracted by the designs drawn by Lin Lou.

They began to analyze the function of these light wells in the library from a practical perspective.

There is a picture of a light well in the Easter egg chapter.
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"Yes, facilities like the power distribution room do not require good natural lighting. In the old library, they were placed on the ground floor, so they could easily be moved to a slightly more remote location. The same goes for the book vault. Excessive light can damage the books, so many libraries intentionally design the vault with dimmer lighting. We have saved ourselves the trouble, especially with the ancient book room, where exposure to light should be minimized even more."

"However, if stored underground, will the indoor environment be more humid than on the ground? Excessive humidity can also affect the preservation time of books, and may even affect the lifespan of various equipment!" Jin Qiuxiang reminded, dampness, like exposure to light, is a common issue in underground buildings."

The main reason for the dampness in underground buildings is caused by temperature differences. When the temperature difference is too large, it causes water vapor to condense on the surface of the walls or in the gaps, resulting in dampness inside the underground building.

When the outside air is very hot, the temperature inside underground buildings is relatively low, creating a temperature difference, increasing air humidity, and causing water vapor to condense on the walls. If dehumidification measures are not taken in time, the indoor humidity of underground buildings will become heavier, leading to the proliferation of a large number of molds and the presence of irritating odors.

"There is indeed a possibility, but all of these can be solved! First, we can use light wells, reflector boards, etc. to bring sunlight underground, so that underground buildings can also receive sunlight aboveground, which can to a certain extent reduce the humidity underground," Lin Lou also thought of this.

Sunlight can have a good dehumidifying effect. When the light shines into the interior of underground buildings, it can raise the temperature, make the air dry, and kill mold at the same time.

"Furthermore, skylights can also serve as ventilation shafts. By using certain equipment to enhance air circulation, they can also help maintain a dry indoor environment!" Hu Zhongping added, "Utilizing ventilation to release the humid air from underground structures and introducing relatively dry air can also achieve this effect."

“There is also a possibility of structural leakage, which is related to the compaction density of the concrete, internal and external waterproofing of the concrete, construction joint finishing, and sealing of pipe openings. These reasons are more direct; especially for newly constructed buildings, the soil is damp. After construction during the winter and spring, the soil moisture has not completely evaporated. The moisture penetrates from the outdoor soil to the indoor area through the building structure due to the difference in water vapor pressure, causing indoor dampness," Feng Shaoping suggested another possibility.

"In other areas, the water table fluctuates with the seasons, causing an increase in soil moisture in the summer and exacerbating the humidity. Fortunately, Linzhou University is located far from the groundwater system and will not experience the second issue. As for the first issue, it can be minimized during construction by using better waterproof materials and paying more attention to the treatment of construction joints, concrete compaction, and other processes." He also proposed solutions to address these issues.

"Indeed, the area where Linzhou University is located tends to be relatively hot and dry. If it were in a wetter area with higher rainfall, I definitely wouldn't have made this design! Actually, it can still be done, but we would need to use a dehumidifier. Currently, dehumidifiers are expensive and large in size, making them costly for general building usage and not very suitable."

"In civil engineering, if we do a good job of waterproofing and drainage, we can also reduce the occurrence of damp problems, such as using waterproof concrete for self-waterproofing structures, setting additional waterproof layers, strengthening measures for construction joints, cracks, expansion joints, and other special parts, and strictly setting up effective moisture-proof layers according to requirements, and setting up drainage ditches, intercepting ditches, and other drainage systems within the project."

"The main focus of dehumidification in underground construction is prevention. This includes using a sealed pit with no access for personnel, and sealed intake, exhaust, and smoke outlets. Personnel access points should have moisture-proof sealed doors or air curtains, and open water surfaces should be closed off. Additionally, employing methods such as partition sealing based on work area and non-work area, high temperature zone and low temperature zone, and wet area and dry area, can reduce the occurrence of this situation."

Several teachers are also gradually supplementing, these are relatively common methods for dehumidifying underground buildings, as long as various details are controlled well, the humidity of this underground library can be maintained above the standard line.

"Are there any other questions?" After recording all of these, Lin Lou asked. In the early stage of communication, as many questions as possible should be raised, and then these questions should be considered in the design process to avoid the omission of important impacts, which would lead to the need to start over after the draft is completed.

"Earthquake resistance issues? Issues with personnel evacuation?"

"Linzhou city is not within the range of active earthquake zones. Meanwhile, I will also ensure there are sufficient evacuation routes in the design. Additionally, I will try to avoid the original library's structural pillars, so as not to compromise the original library's earthquake resistance level."

"The impact of extreme weather?"

"The climate conditions in Linzhou city are stable. Mr. Xu and I have checked the local meteorological data, and the probability of extreme high temperatures, extreme low temperatures, extreme drought, and extreme precipitation is very low."

"We are clear on the requirements at the national level, but are there any specific requirements in Linzhou? If so, will those regulations affect our design?"

"The information on this matter has already been brought back by Xiao Lou last time. I have exchanged and reviewed it with Teacher Feng several times, and still have not found any issues in this area," said Li Qingxi, raising his hand.

"What about the hydrological conditions? Especially the distribution of groundwater?" The level and nature of groundwater can directly affect the foundation and basement of buildings.

"Just now, Xiao Lou has already said that according to the geological data, there is no distribution of underground water system around Linzhou University." Xu Jiaping went to take out the data on the distribution of groundwater in Linzhou City to show them.

"Is there a gradual slope in front of the library? Was the design integrated with the slope's terrain, and was staggered design utilized?"

"The scope of the underground construction will definitely exceed the boundaries of the original library, so how should the edges be determined so as not to affect the use of other surrounding buildings and also meet the needs of the library?"

"The construction of underground buildings is different from aboveground buildings. What is the level of the local construction units in Linzhou? We should also pay attention to this aspect of information to avoid problems where the design is good but cannot be carried out in construction..."

Several teachers kept asking questions, and then the whole team brainstormed for solutions. After some time of communication, all the possible problems were laid out on the table.

Then Linlou needs to come up with suitable design solutions based on these questions. Several teachers are quite looking forward to it. What kind of design will he come up with this time?

Please continue to include the design of the skylight well in the bonus chapter.
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The general direction has been determined, but the final solution is still unknown. Several teachers have their own thoughts based on the general direction and the various issues previously raised. After communicating privately, they found that their ideas are different from each other.

Lin Lou was not in a hurry. He was revising the plan on the computer while calculating based on the revised plan to see if this design could meet the requirements.

After several days of busy work, the initial plan is finally completed. As mentioned earlier, most of the buildings are left underground, and sunlight is transported underground through skylights exposed on the ground.

However, unlike the rough sketch that only expressed intentions, the design made this time has been the result of careful calculation. The distribution of skylights on the ground has been carefully planned, with each placement having its own purpose. They are scattered among the green plants, placed in the middle of the water pool, or distributed as landscape features on both sides of the road.

"These windows are quite interesting, as they make use of the slope in front of the library, preserving the original grass while allowing for ventilation and lighting," said Li Qingxi, pointing to the windows on the slope. These windows are at the same angle as the gentle slope, somewhat resembling the traditional "tiger windows" in Shanghainese architecture."

"The main entrance placed in the middle of the original library's lobby is just right. By entering the library and then going downstairs, it gives the feeling of seamlessly blending with the original library, and one does not feel like they are entering an underground space." Xu Jiaping prefers the design of the atrium, "Moreover, the original library has been completely opened up, allowing the skylight well to extend from the roof to the underground, so that the central position of the underground building can also enjoy sufficient sunlight."

"The functional zoning is very reasonable, and the separation of dynamic and static areas as well as wet and dry areas is very complete. For areas requiring sufficient natural light, daylight wells are designed, which can meet the lighting needs during the day solely by using natural sunlight."

"The landscape is also very beautiful. The light well and the landscape are integrated, meeting the functional needs and beautifying the campus. There must be credit to Teacher Li for this, right?" Feng Shaoping patted Li Qingxi's shoulder and said.

"Teacher Feng, you're too kind. If it weren't for your help with the calculations, the progress wouldn't have been so fast!" Li Qingxi said reservedly. In the past, his focus in landscape design was on beautifying the environment. This time, he also had to consider practical application effects. After the project's refinement, he felt that he had made progress in landscape design again.

Others are the same, this brand new concept of architecture has greatly improved their respective areas of expertise. It can be said that the experience of the renovation projects at Houkou High School, the Shanghai Youth League Office Building, and the Linzhou University Library has greatly strengthened them, far more than their work on ordinary buildings at Tsinghua University.

It is no exaggeration to say that they have, over the past year, through the test of several projects, taken a leading position in both concept and technology compared to their colleagues who entered the unit at about the same time.

"Does anyone else have any opinions? It’s best to recalculate the issue of sunlight and humidity. We can still make adjustments if we find any problems now. If we wait until we get to Linzhou University and someone discovers the problem, it would be terrible." Lin stretched and moved his neck. He had been drawing on the computer these days and was feeling a bit tired.

"Such a design, even if there are occasional minor omissions, is acceptable. After all, the next visit is just for directional communication, and details are not crucial!" Although they said that, everyone still carefully reviewed every detail.

Then some small issues were raised, and after considering them, Lin made several modifications. The conceptual plan for this project is finally completed, but that doesn't mean they can report to Linzhou immediately.

There is still more than a week before the deadline set by Linzhou University, so let's make the most of our time to get the exhibition work done! I will work on the renderings, and a few teachers will help to make the models. I have all the materials prepared! This time will be different from the last time. We only made a complete model last time, but this time, we probably need to add detailed models of specific areas.

The underground building, in the first impression, is indeed not as shocking as Gu Jie's aerial suspended skyscraper, so more effort has to be put into the presentation in order to impress the reviewers.

"It's best to make some areas detachable, such as the reading room and the skylight well, so that when it comes to explanation, taking them out can provide a more intuitive feeling," suggested Hu Zhongping.

"Furthermore, considering the evening time, the light inside the library will also shine through the light well to the ground, beautifying the night scenery and illuminating the pathways. Therefore, small light bulbs should also be installed inside..." Li Qingxi has his own ideas.

In Linlou, you don't have to consider things as much as you would in the courtyard. Before speaking, you still need to consider other factors. Communication between everyone is based on facts, not personal matters. You can say whatever comes to mind, which often leads to good ideas popping up from time to time.

Having been here for a long time, it's inevitable to develop habits. When returning to the courtyard, occasionally words and actions from here are followed. When encountering architects with deeper qualifications and inappropriate designs, Feng Shaoping and others will instinctively point it out, making them increasingly unwelcome in the courtyard.

Although those senior colleagues will not say anything directly, occasionally giving them a hard time or murmuring a few sarcastic remarks is inevitable, which makes them like the Lin building more and more.

Some even whispered privately that there are more and more overseas architectural firms coming to the capital to seek business. If one day Lin was able to smooth things over with the relationship with Bei Yuming, and started working under his firm, we might as well leave the institute and work with Lin.

They are all young people who have just joined the unit not long ago, and the edges of their personalities have not been smoothed out. They are eager for a more pure work and extremely tired of those intrigue.

Lin Lou occasionally gets a sense of their thoughts, and begins to seriously ponder on the matter. It's not easy to be under the name of I. M. Pei's firm, and it will also affect the future development of the firm. However, it is worth considering to ask Andrew to assist in acquiring an architectural firm in Hong Kong.

But for now, we can't afford to focus on this matter. At the very least, we definitely need to use the name of Tsinghua University to take on this project at Linzhou University. Let's consider this matter after finalizing the project!

After more than a week of busy work, the renderings and models are all ready. Mr. Lin also held several simulation briefings with everyone and finally prepared to return to Linzhou before the deadline.

Continue to release the Easter egg chapters of the light well, please subscribe to the fifth shift.
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As before, this time Xu Jiaping went to Linzhou with Linlou. After the plane arrived at the provincial capital, they transferred to a train to reach Linzhou. When they got off at the train station, they saw Qin Yong waiting outside with a car once again.

"Has Teacher Gu arrived?" Xu Jiaping asked as soon as he saw him.

Qin Yong was embarrassed in the moment. He thought that Xu Jiaping was still upset about the incident with the car picking up two groups of people. "Teacher Gu will be a bit late, but we don't have to wait for him. Xu, Lin, let's go back to rest first!"

"Teacher Xu didn't mean that. He wanted to know if Teacher Gu had already reported to you first," Lin explained with a smile. At present, the vehicles of various units are not abundant, and he was not angry about the last incident.

"No, no, the head of the college said that both parties should report together and then be able to ask each other questions, which seems fair." Qin Yong revealed the arrangement for bidding.

The bidding process in modern times is quite different! In modern bidding, each bidder reports individually, and then the first party and the expert group ask questions separately. There's no reason for bidding opponents to question each other, but since the bidding rules are not widely known, in general, the tasks for architectural design are allocated by superiors. It's understandable that Linzhou University lacks experience in this area.

On the other hand, they also have other concerns. If they choose Gu Jie themselves, Tsinghua will definitely be upset. So it's better to let both sides interrogate each other. If Linlou is caught, it's not Linzhou University's fault.

They did think it through and shifted all the blame to someone else! Lin thought about it and quickly understood the intention behind this arrangement, but didn't pay much attention to it. This wouldn't be a bad thing for them either. At least if the expert group didn't find any problems in Gu Jie's design, they could still point it out, right?

Of course, correspondingly, Gu Jie can also raise questions about their designs, but Lin Lou feels confident and prepared, and is not afraid of them. In future bidding projects, he often encounters inquiries from academicians. Compared to those academicians, the expert teams organized by Linzhou University are not significant.

Hehe, perhaps Gu Jie is also full of confidence? Let's wait until the bidding begins to see the real deal! With that in mind, Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping put their luggage in the trunk together and then got into the car and left.

On the way, I asked some details about the bidding. Qin Yong seemed to have received some instructions in advance, and he said whatever came to mind, "When the time comes, several key leaders of the school will be back, and the expert group will include not only Director Wen but also some senior architects from the provincial and municipal institutes, in addition to teachers from our school's architecture department… Oh, and there will also be a representative from the construction company. At present, it is planned to entrust the project to the Provincial Construction Company."

"Having the construction team come in advance is not a bad idea. At least we won't run into the situation where the construction cannot be completed due to the project plan not being finalized!" Xu Jiaping thought this was good news for them.

At the same time, in the conference room of Linzhou University, the university president, Director Wen, and others were also discussing the bidding, "Almost everyone is here now, we can only choose one in the end, none of the options are ideal."

"Yeah, on one hand, we have the students from our own school, if we reject their proposal, it will hurt our own children; but if we reject Tsinghua's proposal, it might create strain in the relationship we've had for so many years."

"Alas, it would be great if both sides could collaborate on the design! This way, both parties would be able to accept it, right?" Someone sighed subconsciously, and then others also thought that this solution was good.

"Yeah, nowadays there's no empty space in other parts of the school, so we have to consider building upward. Anyway, the general direction is the same, right? There will only be differences in the details, so we can pick out the advantages from both sides and ask them to work together on the design. Isn't that a win-win situation for everyone?" This idea quickly lifted everyone's spirits.

"The method is great!" exclaimed the university president as he slammed the table. "Let's go with this then. Whoever has the better plan will take the lead. But let's be lenient towards the slightly inferior one, speak some kind words and make it acceptable as well."

Could two completely different approaches emerge? The thought only flashed through the principal's mind. Our school is only so big, apart from expanding upwards, are there any other options?

Hmm, after dinner, I'll talk to both of them and advise a little restraint to ensure that he behaves more appropriately in tomorrow's meeting. This way we can avoid causing too much embarrassment to Xiaolin and improve the chances of future cooperation. In his mind, he still believes that Gujie has a better chance of winning.

On the one hand, Gu Jie is a talent nurtured by his own school, so naturally he is more inclined towards Gu Jie psychologically; on the other hand, Gu Jie's age and experience are here. The college principal also knows that architecture is a profession that values experience. Gu Jie has more than ten years of experience compared to Linlou. It's not for nothing!

Both sides arrived one after another. They rested for a while at the guesthouse before dinner. The university president personally led a group of people to welcome them at the guesthouse before dinner, and they were invited to the school cafeteria. A chef from outside specially prepared a table full of local dishes. There were also some charming companions, which maintained a cheerful atmosphere at the dinner table, pleasing both guests and hosts.

I have a meeting tomorrow, so I can't drink to my heart's content. Some people feel a little regretful about it, but it's okay. We can drink to our heart's content once the final results are out.

The banquet ended, and the university president personally sent them away. He sat down separately with the groups from the Lin Building and Gu Jie, thanking Tsinghua University for its support to Linzhou University. When it came to Gu Jie, he first talked about old times, then indirectly expressed the idea of wanting both sides to cooperate and requested him not to let the Lin Building feel too awkward at tomorrow's meeting.

"Xiao Lin is really talented in the field of architectural design. I spent a long time studying the project in Shanghai as well. I am willing to cooperate with him!" Gu Jie didn't really object. Anyway, we will still have to follow my plan in the end. I have already spread the word, so even if we cooperate, everyone knows who holds more weight in it."

It's a good thing to not only not affect your own status, but also to take this opportunity to establish a relationship with a promising young subordinate!

The next day, the bidding officially began, and the university president first introduced the guests in attendance, "We have all met last time at our school. This is Mr. Bi from the provincial institute... This is Mr. Su from the municipal institute... This is Manager Fang from the provincial construction company..."

Then ask Linlou to report the plan first. He is worried that if Gujie's plan is presented, Linlou won't have much to say. But when Linlou put up the rendering, he was stunned, "This is not what I expected!"

Today is the last day of 2020, and it's still early in the morning.
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"Dear leaders and experts, let me first report our plan. After studying relevant materials and conducting on-site inspections, we found that there is no other place to build a new library for Linzhou University. We can only find a way to build it in the old library's original location while also preserving the old library and not demolishing it. This is indeed a significant challenge."

"Fortunately, architecture is three-dimensional, and if we can't solve the problem on the flat surface, we can find solutions from other dimensions! Teacher Gu suggested building a new building on the roof as one option, and another option is to excavate and build an underground library!" Lin Lou gestured with his cane and talked confidently about the blueprints!

"Based on our research on the local geological and climatic conditions, we found that this area is far from the groundwater system, with thick soil layers, and a relatively hot and dry climate, making it very suitable for constructing underground buildings! So we made this design!"

"The use of skylights provides ample natural light for the underground library to meet the library's needs. At the same time, these exposed skylights also serve to beautify the campus and provide convenience for students' daily study and relaxation. Most importantly, the original appearance of the old library has been completely preserved, and there are almost no traces of the renovation!"

"We placed the entrance to the new library within the old library's lobby. The route for students and faculty to enter the library remains unchanged, while the atrium that runs through the entire building can provide better lighting effects for the interior."

"It's no wonder that they are from Tsinghua University. We never thought of this method back then." Su Gong from the city court was quite excited. Yes, we were just thinking about finding an open space at that time. Why didn't we think of extending the building underground?"

"The construction of underground buildings is not as straightforward, as both lighting and ventilation are major issues! We did consider this approach at the time, but in the implementation process, we found it very difficult to address these two issues!" Bì Gong from the provincial institute is more concerned with the design of light wells, "However, Engineer Lin's designs for these light wells are very clever, and may indeed solve these issues."

He actually chose a different direction than me? And... from the distribution of the skylights, it seems that it can indeed meet the lighting needs. Gu Jie was slightly surprised, but quickly returned to normal. Even if that's the case, so what? Underground buildings can only get lighting through skylights, but the lighting effect of aboveground buildings is better. I still have the advantage.

After introducing the overall design direction, Linlou began to introduce the functional areas, stating, "Generally speaking, the functional areas of a library include book borrowing area, book storage area, inquiry service area, independent study area, discussion area, administrative office area, and equipment room area... We will place the functional areas with higher lighting requirements, such as the book borrowing area, independent study area, and discussion area, near the light well..."

The Forest Building has changed a rendering. This one shows students reading and studying around a glass cylindrical skylight in the middle. "Plenty of light allows the reading room to be used without turning on the lights. At the same time, the green plants in the skylight can relieve visual fatigue. When you feel tired of reading, just look up at the green plants in the skylight, and you will quickly recover."

"From a medical perspective, green color can indeed help relieve visual fatigue, so this design is very good!" An academic leader with a medical background expressed appreciation for the content shown in this concept map. "We advocate for students to study hard, but we should also not compromise their health. It's really considerate of Lin Gong to consider this issue in the design process!"

Nowadays, domestic designs tend to only consider usage needs and seldom take into account user experience. As for ergonomic factors, they are even less emphasized. Linlou's design philosophy truly broadens one's horizon.

".... We adopted a staggered design at the slope, using the gradual incline to create two levels of reading rooms, allowing maximum utilization of natural light...." Lin took out a rendering.

Next is the fourth picture, which is a night scene. "...A light well is set in the center of the water pool, which can provide natural light for the underground building during the day. At night, the light inside the library shines out and reflects on the water surface, which can also beautify the campus.”

"Sort of like the Three Pools Mirroring the Moon in West Lake!" Director Wen immediately thought of the Three Pools Mirroring the Moon, one of the top ten scenic spots in West Lake, where there are three stone pagodas on the water, each with five holes.

On the night of the full moon, lighting a candle in the pagoda can reflect fifteen moons, plus thirty moon reflections, as well as one moon in the sky, one moon reflection, and the moon in the hearts of the visitors, creating a strange scene of thirty-three moons.

The Lin Tower has several glass skylights designed in the center of the water pool. They are deliberately made to be round and level with the water surface. After being lit up at night, they indeed look like moons in the water, though not as numerous as the Three Pools Mirroring the Moon, they can still be considered a rare and strange sight.

"The skylight in the middle of the green lawn can not only provide natural light but also beautify the environment. The skylight along the road can also provide illumination at night. Combining gem-like skylights with surrounding seats, landscapes, flower beds, sculptures, and shrubs can complement each other. The periscope-style skylight can allow natural light to reach the interior of the building."

Lin kept on changing the renderings one by one, which made Gu Jie look a bit silly. How many renderings did you prepare? You've changed over ten already in just a short while.

He only prepared five, and after comparing them, he felt that his preparations were not sufficient. Moreover, in terms of presentation, the renderings of Lin Lou were much better than his!

However, this is not the end yet. After the presentation of the effect diagrams, Lin Lou once again asked Xu Jiaping to help move the entire model up and continue their demonstration. ". . . The top of the skylight adopts a structure of glass and hydraulic rods. On a clear day, it can be opened for ventilation to avoid poor air circulation inside the building and reduce humidity. . ."

As soon as the words fell, Xu Jiaping pressed a button next to the model, and the glass skylight on the top rose, causing another round of admiration.

Lin Lou then asked someone to help pull up the curtains and turned off the lights. Xu Jiaping pressed another button, and the lights inside the model turned on, perfectly presenting the nighttime lighting effect he had just mentioned.

Gu Jie looked dumbfounded. Wasn't it just a design proposal presentation? How come you've come up with so many tricks? He had originally planned to overwhelm Lin Lou with his own design, but unexpectedly, during the presentation, Lin Lou effortlessly overshadowed him.
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It's okay, it's okay. Buildings are real things, and in the end, it's all about functionality. All these fancy tricks can't decide the outcome! Gu Jie consoled himself this way, but then he thought, the exhibition of Lin's building is indeed fancier, but is their design really just a gimmick? Is it really better than his own?

"So it looks much better than just looking at the drawings!" Those school leaders were even more shocked. They couldn't understand the drawings, so they could only judge what the design would look like from the renderings and models. The renderings and models they saw before couldn't compare with what Lin Building is showing now, and the difference is obvious at a glance.

The detachable model presented the interior details of the building in front of them comprehensively. Then, Lin and Xu used flashlights to show them how the skylight brought light into the library, causing them to exclaim in amazement again.

Amidst the sound of praise, Linlou was feeling emotional, "Ah, the level of technological development is not there yet. What we have now is nothing to boast about. When Linqiao develops 3D software and animation software, there will be no need for such effort. We will just show them a three-dimensional rendering animation, that will be truly stunning."

However, the designs presented by Linlou are much more than that. "...In addition to the above-mentioned sections, we have also taken reference from libraries of renowned American universities such as Stanford, and included the design of a digital reading room for the new library."

At present, this function is not necessary yet as the computer literacy rate in the country has not reached this level. However, in another decade or so, this issue must be considered. A qualified architect not only needs to come up with solutions for current problems, but also needs to consider future development. Digital reading rooms will be a design feature in almost every library in the future. By preparing in advance now, it will save Linzhou University from having to undertake major renovations in the future.

"Digital reading room?" The leaders and members of the expert group were a bit puzzled. What kind of thing is this again? But as soon as they heard the name Stanford, they instinctively felt it was high-end.

"The digital reading room uses digital technology to process and store various graphic and textual documents, and then displays them to readers using computers," Lin Lou took out several photos he had shot in the Stanford Library, "Compared with borrowing paper documents, digital reading rooms have several advantages."

"First of all, physical documents are limited. A library usually has only a few sets of the same book, and some may have only one or two sets. In such a situation, if these documents are all borrowed, then the remaining people can only wait. In contrast, digital reading rooms do not have this problem. In theory, using computer technology, it is possible to achieve an unlimited supply."

"Secondly, paper documents may get damaged during the borrowing process, and it would be a pity if the content that readers want to see happens to be missing. A digital reading room can also avoid this problem..."

"In terms of retrieval, traditional libraries can only rely on manual retrieval methods such as book retrieval cards, while digital reading rooms can utilize search functions to find the literature you want in just a few seconds..." Lin Lou also showed a photo, which was a scene of Leonard Posner searching for documents in the database, showcasing this fact perfectly.

This is just a small part of what the digital reading room can do for now. When the network system is set up in the future, the digital library will be able to do much more.

"At present, this field has not yet started domestically. The digital reading room at Linzhou University can be said to be the first in the country... Of course, currently it is only the building part, to achieve true digital reading, other supporting work is still needed..."

Just these are enough to attract the attention of university presidents and others. As soon as Lin finished speaking, a school leader couldn't wait to ask, "How much did Stanford spend on building this digital reading room? How much will it cost for us to achieve the same?"

This is the first in the country! Linzhou University is pretty good in our province, but it's not considered nationally outstanding. If we can take this opportunity to launch a project that leads the nation, we'll hit big.

"The main costs of a digital reading room lie in talent and equipment. At the very least, it is necessary to have a server, several computers for input and output tasks, and then input the library collections into the computers, while using software to manage these documents... Stanford is wealthy and powerful and can naturally introduce more equipment, but at the initial stage, having these is already sufficient."

Lin Lou briefly introduced the situation of the digital reading room. Several leaders nodded from time to time. Due to time constraints, they did not ask further questions on the spot, but judging from their expressions, they would definitely have a good conversation with Lin Lou afterwards.

"In conclusion, this plan preserves the original appearance of the library while providing a good reading place for the teachers and students of Linzhou University. It also lays the foundation for Linzhou University Library to catch up with the international advanced library management model." Lin finished the report and then stepped down.

The team took a short ten-minute break, then returned to the meeting room to prepare to continue listening to Gu Jie's statement. Following the meeting process outlined by President Gao earlier, both of them would need to finish their statements before moving on to the Q&A session.

"Ladies and gentlemen, leaders and experts, my proposal differs from Comrade Lin's. Comrade Lin chose to expand using underground space, while I chose to use the core tube as a support and, at the same time, combine cantilever technology to erect two new buildings on the roof of the old library..." Gu Jie also took out the drawings and began to present his proposal.

Lin Lou noticed that compared to the sketch he showed during their last meeting, there were some changes in the current plan. The dimensions of the core cylinder were wider and the cantilevered section was reduced. In terms of proportion, it was not as impressive as the renovation project of the Tongji University Library, but it still managed to amaze everyone during this period.

With the display of one render after another, occasional exclamations could be heard at the scene. This made Gu Jie gradually put his anxious heart back into his stomach. It seems that everyone approves of my proposal, and they are not distracted by those flashy things in the Lin building. The outcome is still uncertain.

But he himself was not aware that, before reporting to Linlou, he was full of confidence in his plan and felt sure that he would definitely win the project. However, now it has become uncertain whether he will win or lose. Unconsciously, he has already placed Linlou at the same level as himself, and does not have as much confidence in winning or losing.

Gu Jie's statement has also come to an end, and it's time for the Q&A session.
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"I'll ask first." Director Wen spoke first. The first question must be related to the profession, so it should naturally be asked by him, the director of the architecture department. "I want to ask Lin, can the glass available on the market now achieve the effect you want? And how do we solve the problem of insufficient natural light on rainy days?"

"Nowadays, the reason why ordinary glass appears green is due to the high content of iron ions. With the advancement of glass production technology, it is possible to add oxidants such as sodium nitrate and potassium nitrate during the production process to oxidize the iron in the raw materials, reducing the iron content from 2% to less than 0.03%. This allows for the production of transparent colorless glass." Lin Lou responded.

Removing the color from the glass requires the removal of ferrous ions, while adding other compounds can give color to the glass. Adding manganese dioxide can turn the glass purple, adding copper oxide can turn the glass blue, adding cuprous oxide can turn the glass dark red, adding calcium phosphate can produce milky white glass, and adding ultra-fine gold powder is the luxurious gold ruby glass in the glass.

"Nowadays, domestically produced transparent colorless glass that meets the requirements of this project is available. Installing this type of glass in the daylighting well can achieve the illumination level needed for daily study and reading. Based on our analysis of the sunlight conditions in Linzhou City and the light intensity after using the daylighting well, even on a typical cloudy day, the natural light intensity in the reading room can still reach 150 lux, fully meeting the lighting requirements for the library reading room."

The illuminance data indicator is also constantly increasing with the changes of the times. Nowadays, 150 lux can meet the demand, but in the future, it will be raised to 300 lux.

"Even if there are occasionally overcast skies leading to decreased natural lighting conditions, the situation can be resolved by turning on the lights. We have compiled detailed meteorological data for Linzhou City, and the results show that such weather occurs no more than fifteen days per year. The electricity cost required is negligible, and in such weather conditions, libraries on the ground also need to turn on the lights, so these cannot be considered as additional expenses."

Actually, for a library, the electricity cost for lighting can be considered negligible, with the majority going towards the air conditioning system and equipment usage.

After Lin finished speaking, he distributed the results calculated by his team to everyone. All of this has been meticulously argued, not just empty talk.

Several experts exchanged glances and the leaders also took a careful look, occasionally nodding their heads. Whether they actually understood or not, nobody knew, but they all seemed to have grasped the content.

"Then, I will ask Teacher Gu." Another professor from the architecture department started to ask. Since Lin had already been asked before, it was only fair to turn to Gu Jie next. "Teacher Gu, will the construction of the rooftop on the old library have any unfavorable impacts on the old library during the construction process, such as shaking the foundation of the core cylinder and affecting the structure of the old library, or the construction materials falling from a height and damaging the rooftop?"

The plan for Lin Building also requires excavation in the basement of the old library, but there are still some differences. The design of Lin Building avoids the column network of the old library, while Gu Jie also avoids the column network, but the weight of several floors is still carried above the core tube, and these weights act on the core tube, causing a great pressure on the underground foundation. It is not easy to judge whether this pressure will affect the foundation of the old library for the time being.

"The position and shape of the core barrel have been meticulously calculated and will not affect the original foundation of the old library," Gu Jie also presented data to support his argument, distributing the calculations he made for the experts to review.

Then take a pen and draw a picture on the whiteboard. "As for the problem of falling objects from high altitude, it can be solved by using safety nets for construction. By putting a safety net around the new building, it can greatly reduce the occurrence of falling objects from high altitude..."

Gu Jie also answered smoothly. The leaders and experts nodded from time to time, seemingly agreeing with his statement. Then, two groups of people continued asking questions, either from a professional perspective or from the perspectives of cost and aesthetics. Lin Lou and Gu Jie responded fluently, dispelling their doubts and gaining their approval.

Gradually, both groups of people asked all the questions they could think of, but none could stump Lin Lou and Gu Jie. The university president was even more troubled. Which option should be chosen in the end?

"We've almost asked all the questions we need to ask. I'm sure both of you have doubts about each other's plans, so why don't you take turns asking each other questions from now on?"He just wants to pass the buck. If you are stumped by each other, it won't be my fault. I'll try to smooth things over then, and maybe this matter can be resolved, right?"

"Sure, if Lin has any questions, he can ask me first!" Gu Jie generously said.

"Since you are the elder, please go ahead and ask first!" Lin Liubin said politely and deferentially.

After exchanging some pleasantries, Gu Jie was the first to ask a question. He was particularly concerned about the issues of moisture and ventilation. Although members of the expert group from Linzhou University had raised similar questions earlier, none had been as thorough as him.

This is also the focus of attention for the Lin Building team, so naturally there will be no oversight. According to the results of the previous discussion, they have responded accordingly. Gu Jie nodded, "This indeed can solve the problem of dampness in underground buildings, but it adds an extra expense in daily use. Although it may not seem like much, the library will be in use for decades. As the saying goes, 'Many a little makes a mickle.' Over the course of decades, this will accumulate to a substantial amount!"

His intention is very clear. Although both of our proposals meet the requirements, the operating costs of Lin's plan are slightly higher than mine. Taking this into consideration, you should still choose my proposal!

The leaders and members of the expert group also frowned slightly after hearing that. Indeed, the school's funding is not abundant to begin with, and if there is an additional expense like this, other expenditures will have to be reduced.

Lin Lou did not feel nervous about this and did not directly answer the question. Instead, he asked Gu Jie, "Teacher Gu, I would like to know what construction methods you plan to use to solve the construction problems of the long-span cantilever structure?"

"I plan to use the large tonnage prestressed post-tensioning method, as well as the construction technology of separating the upper and lower two prestressed structural layers, to eliminate the superstatic effect caused by pre-stress, thereby addressing the complete set of techniques for high-altitude operations of large tonnage prestressed high-strength steel strand..." Gu Jie spoke eloquently, even producing illustrations as evidence when he got excited.

After Linlou finished speaking, he didn't ask any more questions. Instead, he turned to the manager of the construction team and asked, "Manager Fang, can your team handle these tasks?"

Thank you to the readers 20171210203537062 and 20180711203936327 for their support.
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The manager of the provincial construction department's face flushed for a moment, and hesitantly said, "It can definitely be done, but... it may require purchasing a batch of new equipment." At the same time, he needs to go to another city for some time for training. As for when the purchased equipment can be put into use and when the new technology can be learned, that's hard to say for now.

The college president's heart suddenly skipped a beat. He didn't understand construction, but after being a leader for a long time, he had a knack for understanding people's hearts. Manager Fang's change in expression and tone had already made him realize that if they could complete the construction immediately according to what Gu Jie had said, he definitely wouldn't hesitate like this. He would certainly guarantee confidently, and wouldn't speak so softly.

"Isn't it normal for it to take time to become familiar with new equipment? Besides, would the Provincial Construction Commission allocate funds to purchase the equipment? Other leaders also understand this. Although they are not in the construction industry, they have managed laboratories before. It's not easy for the laboratory to persuade the school to purchase new equipment. Moreover, when the new equipment arrives, someone needs to teach how to use it. First, they have to memorize the operating manual, then conduct simulated drills, and finally, start the formal testing of the machine. This whole process will take quite a bit of time."

And if it's an important equipment that is commonly used, it would be understandable because you cannot conduct experiments without it. Although the school will consider it carefully, they will ultimately purchase it. But if it's a specialized equipment with a narrow scope of application, then it's hard to say. Unless it is necessary for a major research project, the school will generally not approve it.

I believe the province construction department would also feel the same way, right? If it's general equipment like excavators and bulldozers, they can still be used for future projects, so the province construction department wouldn't hesitate too much. But for this kind of large-span cantilever construction, how many years before we encounter it again? After spending a lot of money to complete this project, will it just sit in the warehouse and collect dust? The province construction department definitely wouldn't want that!

And even if you try to sell this thing, there's nowhere to sell it. Not to mention the whole province, even in the whole country, how many similar projects can you find in a year?

"Um, well... if your school needs it, I will report to my superiors!" Manager Fang only said half of what he wanted to, whether the report gets approved or not is not within my control. "Of course, if your school is willing to bear the cost of purchasing the equipment, we will definitely find a way to get familiar with it as soon as possible."

"What's the use of having this equipment? And besides, is it reasonable for the owner to buy construction equipment themselves? When it comes to money, all the leaders are agitated. Is it easy for us to apply for some funds? Can we use it on this?"

"I do have a way. Perhaps we can rent equipment from Shanghai and transport it to Linzhou for use. Mr. Fang can also arrange for personnel to go to Shanghai in advance for training." Gu Jie was a little anxious. "I've put in so much effort, we absolutely can't get stuck at this point." He quickly came up with a solution.

"Manager Fang, is this okay?" Everyone looked at the construction representative in unison, can you do it? Give us a definite answer quickly, otherwise how can we decide which plan to choose?

I'm just here to fill the quota today, why are you all looking at me in the end? Manager Fang is getting anxious again. He is determined that there is no problem, but renting equipment and organizing manpower for out-of-town training will incur extra expenses, increasing their expenses and reducing the potential profit. Additionally, there is a large shortage of technical talents in the province, and for such strict new technologies, he is also not willing to guarantee how many people can actually learn them.

"Sure, it's possible, but it will take time. Whether it's renting equipment or going out of town for training, it will require extra expenses. We didn't discuss these costs when we were talking about the project before. So, we need to figure out who should bear these expenses. We might need to discuss this further." He straightforwardly stated that we could do it, but it will require additional payment!"

As long as we have money, everything can be resolved. If necessary, we can spend the money to bring technicians from Shanghai to operate the equipment and provide guidance for the construction. However, if we don't have the money, we can't afford to do a loss-making business!

"You are taking over this project, so you must definitely cover the costs! It's not reasonable for us to pay for equipment rental and send our people for training to help you!" The university president definitely cannot agree, and doing so would not pass the approval of the higher-ups for sure.

Then let's change the construction company. Gu Jie said, but when he thought about the cost of hiring a construction company from Shanghai to build the project in Linzhou, he couldn't say it; and the Provincial Construction Department already considers this project as its own. If it ends up in the hands of a construction company from outside the province, the Provincial Construction Department will definitely not let them off easily.

Linlou and Xu Jiaping exchanged a glance, and then relaxed at the same time. Our plan indeed requires some additional daily operational expenses compared to conventional buildings, but it's unavoidable. After all, you can't find any more available land, can you?

But does Gu Jie's plan really save money? Not necessarily. Besides, we can't ignore the potential additional expenses in the future operation of his design. Even now, if you want to implement his plan, you will need to come up with a large sum of money to solve the construction issues.

One is the cost that will be incurred in the future, and the other is a large expense that needs to be paid out now. How to measure between these two, I think Linzhou University will definitely make a wise choice.

The meeting room gradually became noisy. Manager Fang and the leaders of Linzhou University kept arguing about who should bear the additional expenses. Gu Jie tried to come up with a solution, but his various suggestions were repeatedly rejected by Manager Fang. Slowly, the experts also joined the discussion, expressing doubts about whether this new technology and equipment could be applied accurately.

Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping watched from the sidelines, occasionally throwing out a few doubts, making the debate more intense, which gave a headache to President Gao and others.

"Alright, alright, everyone stop arguing. Lin, Xiao Gu, do you have any other issues with each other? If not, let's temporarily conclude the meeting. It's been going on for a long time, and everyone must be hungry. Let's have a meal first, and we can continue after eating!" He had no choice but to announce the meeting pause.

Originally planned to have a good drink in the evening, but now no one is in the mood for it. After quickly finishing dinner, President Gao asked Qin Yong to send Linlou and Gu Jie back to the hostel to rest, and then he continued the meeting with the remaining people.

"The time to declare next year's budget is coming soon. If we don't decide on the plan early, we won't be able to add this expenditure to the application. We'll have to wait to report again next year and start the project the year after! So we must have a result today!" the university president emphasized. "I suggest a show of hands vote, then tally the results. We'll use the plan that receives the most votes."

The last chapter had the surname of the construction representative wrong, it has been corrected! The last chapter of 2020 has been released. I wish everyone a happy new year, good health in 2021, and all the best. I hope everyone can continue to support my work in 2021.
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"Isn't it a bit rushed? This project is so important, making a decision so quickly seems a bit tight, doesn't it?" Director Wen hesitated and asked, "Shouldn't we take at least ten days or half a month to analyze it before drawing conclusions?"

"Nothing we can do. Time waits for no one! We've been dragging our feet to find a suitable design plan for so long!" The university president shook his head and sighed. When the representatives from the provincial and municipal institutes heard this, they lowered their heads because their capabilities were not up to par, and they couldn't come up with a suitable plan, which had delayed the project for almost half a year.

"The end of the year is coming soon, if we don't report it now, it will be too late, and there may be other changes!" The university president heard some rumors, saying that there may be some personnel changes in the provincial government after the New Year. Linzhou University relies on the provincial financial allocation, and it was a hard-won support from the provincial leaders to build a new library.

If we wait until next year and the leader who supports us leaves, we will have to start over. Not to mention next year, maybe it won't even be approved the year after. In this situation, how can we dare to wait?

"Yes, it's crucial to make a decision as soon as possible. I think both options are good. Let's choose one and report it, it's better than having nothing at all!" Those experts didn't understand, but the school leaders understood immediately and supported the university president. Getting the money is more important than anything else; we must get the money first before doing anything else.

"Bing, let's start with you first! What do you think of the plan? Which one do you think is better?" The university president directly called out, wanting the experts to speak first so that he could make a judgment.

"Um, well, I think both options have their own merits. Lin's plan is relatively easier to implement, but Gu's plan has a stronger visual impact! If I have to choose, I really don't know how to decide, so I'll just abstain!" Bi, from the Provincial Institute, thought for a moment and then directly cast an abstention ballot.

The university president almost coughed up a mouthful of old blood. Why did I pay you a reviewer fee to come here? Isn't it to let you help take the blame...oh no, it's to provide professional judgment! But look at you, you didn't say anything. Then why did I invite you?

"No, abstaining from voting is not allowed today. You must choose one of these two options! The blame... oh no, I mean the responsibility, you cannot evade it!"

"I think I will go with Lin's plan. Although Gu's plan is also excellent, it seems to be more difficult to implement according to Manager Fang's opinion... Bi seems to be passing the blame to Manager Fang again. There's no problem with the design, so since the construction side feels that Gu's plan is not feasible, I can only support Lin's plan."

"I support Bi's opinions on the matter." When he noticed the gaze of the university president falling on him, Su from the city court also quickly made his choice, "Yes, I am following Bi's lead."

No wonder the provincial and municipal authorities sent you two over. You two are really good at shifting blame, huh? The university president thought to himself, while Manager Fang's face turned as dark as the bottom of a pot. How come it always ends up being my responsibility in the end?

"Manager Fang, it's your turn now. Which plan do you think is more suitable?"

"I..." Manager Fang wanted to say that we could actually do the project proposed by Gu, but as he raised his hand, he hesitated to pat himself on the chest. This design is really difficult for us to handle. After weighing between taking the blame and delaying the project, he ultimately decisively chose the former. "From the perspective of construction, our province's construction in underground buildings still has some accumulation. Many emergency projects in Linzhou City were done by us in the past, so the plan of Gu will surely be completed faster."

"Of course, if the final choice is to go with Gu's plan, we at the provincial construction department also have confidence in doing a good job!" In the end, he couldn't help but throw a small pot out. Anyway, with so many people supporting Lin's plan, you wouldn't choose Gu's. It shouldn't hurt to boast a bit, right?

But the next scene caught Manager Fang off guard. When it was the turn for the representative from Linzhou University to speak, Director Wen chose to support Gu Jie, "Linzhou University's application of light is indeed ingenious, but it's a bit difficult to learn. Conversely, Gu's ingenious design in structure can provide a lot of inspiration for the students in our school's architecture department, so I choose Gu's proposal!"

"Yes, although Lin's plan is good, it is buried underground. It's hard for outsiders to appreciate the charm of this design without going deep underground. On the other hand, Gu's plan, no matter where you stand, others will have a higher regard for our architecture department at Linzhou University!" Another professor also expressed support.

Although this building was not designed by the architecture department of our university, if we don't say it, who will know? Even if someone asks, isn't Gu Jie also from our school? What's wrong with considering it a work of the architecture department of Linzhou University?

"Since the Provincial Construction Department has rich experience in underground construction, it would be better to choose Lin's plan to build the new library as soon as possible. After all, the library is for the students, and the most important thing is to let the students use it as soon as possible!" When it comes to the school leadership, it changes again.

This leader may say one thing, but is thinking another. New technologies often have reliability issues, and if there are any accidents during construction, we school leaders will be held responsible. So, let's choose a more secure option!

Once in a leadership position, even if one considers their own seat first and foremost, it is still necessary to prioritize stability in decision-making. Any risky ventures are to be avoided at all costs, so how can one possibly take the risk of adopting new technologies?

"Yes, everything we do is aimed at serving the students better. If it can allow the students to use the new library sooner, then I definitely support Mr. Lin's plan!" Another school leader also declared pompously.

"I also think that Mr. Lin's plan is more advantageous for the students!" They all eagerly raised the flag for the benefit of the students, showing their support for Mr. Lin's proposal.

After everyone voted in turn, they looked at the university president. The president nodded and said, "Everyone has made very reasonable points. I just calculated that there are eight votes in support of Lin's plan and three votes in support of Gu's plan. My vote won't change the result, so I won't waste any more time!"

Ah! Everyone was speechless. Wasn't it agreed earlier that no one is allowed to abstain from voting? Why does it become ineffective when it comes to you? And the explanation leaves people speechless. No wonder you can become a big leader. Your level is higher than ours!

"I declare that through everyone's voting, the proposal from Tsinghua University's Lin Building has received the vast majority of support. We will take the Lin Building proposal as the standard and submit the application to the higher authorities!" announced the university president.

Manager Fang heaved a sigh of relief. Now he no longer needed to worry about the new equipment and new technology. Although Director Wen felt a little regretful, he could only accept this reality.

Thank you for the tips from another fox. Happy New Year, everyone. You're all ringing in the new year with fireworks while I'm still typing away. Frustrating!
Chapter 288 Another Round of Money Distribution

Upon waking up in the guesthouse's dining room, Lin Lou noticed that Gu Jie had rather pronounced dark circles under his eyes. There weren't many other ways to spend money at hotels these days, so the cause of Gu Jie's lack of sleep was undoubtedly due to worrying about the ownership of the project.

"Xiaolou, aren't you nervous at all?" Xu Jiaping is equally nervous. He has never experienced this before. These days, design tasks are allocated. Where is there a need for competitive bidding like this?

Linlou is getting calmer now. He has experienced similar things in his previous life, winning some and losing some. With more experiences, he naturally develops immunity. "We have done everything we can, so it's useless to be nervous now. We might as well save our energy and eat more. This breakfast is quite unique. You can't find this in Beijing."

"Yeah, we've done a lot during this period! It would be such a loss if we didn't get the project." Thinking about his own efforts, Xu Jiaping felt quite emotional. It's really unnecessary to put so much effort into getting the project in the yard. It's just that the higher-ups say something and it's always the case. At most, he just needs to have a drink and communicate with the first party, and he doesn't even get to drink. He just needs to obediently draw the design.

"Not bad at all. After going through this project, our understanding of underground construction and lighting design has reached a new level. In the future, when we encounter similar projects, we will be even more adept! As architects, who can guarantee winning every project? Even Louis Kahn has lost before, let alone us," Lin Lou comforted. "In a few years, we will have to fight for projects on our own. So, get used to it in advance. Then we can be one step ahead of others when the time comes."

“Lin is so composed for someone so young. I should learn from his composure!” Gu Jie joined them for a chat. It's maddening to just stand around waiting like this.

"I'm actually nervous too. But just the thought of being able to see Mr. Gu's exquisite structural designs this time makes the trip worthwhile. Even if we don't win the project, it's still a valuable experience. It makes me feel more relaxed." With the friendly attitude of the other party, Linlou also spoke politely.

"Lin, you have a much deeper understanding of light than I do! And you even take into account the local construction capabilities. I have been working on projects in Shanghai for a long time, and I am used to designing based on the level of construction units in Shanghai. I neglected this point, which is really not acceptable." Gu Jie now vaguely feels that he may have lost to Lin Lou because of this.

Design firms nowadays usually do not take on projects from other regions, so it is quite normal for such mistakes to occur. When excellent architects in the future start taking on projects globally, they will have to consider this factor. The tycoons in Dubai can choose construction companies from around the world, while public projects in Africa can only be executed by local workers. These two scenarios are clearly different.

"However, these issues can still be resolved. If Manager Fang is willing to put in the effort to learn these techniques in Shanghai, it won't take much time." Lin Lou reassured.

Gu Jie shook his head without responding. This isn't just a matter of intention, it also involves the issue of who should pay the money, which is the most crucial. No one wants to spend extra money.

After breakfast, they returned to yesterday's meeting room. The university president first expressed sincere thanks for their efforts for Linzhou University, and then praised the superiority of the two proposals from a professional perspective. These were probably the drafts that Director Wen stayed up late to write last night.

"Gu Gong's proposal and Lin Gong's proposal are both exceptional works. It would be an honor for our university to obtain either of them. However, our university has limited funds and can only choose one proposal to proceed with. After discussing throughout the night yesterday, we finally decided to go with Lin Gong's proposal!"

Great! Xu Jia ping clenched his fists and almost shouted with excitement. Meanwhile, Gu Jie's face couldn't hide his disappointment. He then joined the others in applauding. He didn't feel too wronged for losing to Lin Lou's plan; after all, it was his own fault for neglecting such an important issue. It's just a shame that he couldn't leave his work at his alma mater.

After the applause from the university president ended, he turned to comfort Gu Jie, "Xiao Gu, actually, many people supported you in this vote. The final result was only a little less than Lin Gong's. If the school needs to build new projects next time, we will definitely continue to seek your help. You can't not come!"

More than just a little bit, Lin's votes are more than twice as many as yours. And that's without the principal's vote. If he had voted, it might have been three to one. Manager Fang muttered in his heart, but he wouldn't be silly enough to say the result directly.

"In the process of designing, it was my negligence. I can't blame others. I just hope that the alma mater will not despise me for this. In the next project, I will definitely come over at the first time!" After Gu Jie finished speaking, he turned and walked towards Lin Building. "Lin, congratulations this time. I hope there will be a chance to bid with you again in the future."

"Luckily, luckily. Next time I go to Shanghai, I must visit Teacher Gu at Tongji University!" Linlou responded politely.

After announcing the results, a teacher accompanied Gu Jie out first, while Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping stayed in the meeting room to discuss details with the school principal and others, such as when the preliminary plan would be proposed and when the construction drawings would be finalized.

The Linlou team has now begun to popularize computer drawing, which naturally significantly improves efficiency. The timeline provided has made them extremely happy - being able to obtain the drawings so quickly means that they can start work as early as this winter break. If this timeline is added to the application, the chances of approval will be even greater.

"The efficiency of computer drawing is so high? When I have the chance to go to Beijing, I must visit Mr. Lin's place and then have the institute buy a few sets of equipment!"
Bing, from the provincial institute, is a bit tempted.

"Before you go, be sure to call ahead, and I will pick you up at the station!" Linlou is definitely supportive of this. Not only can he make a lot of money from it, but just the fact that computer drawing can be popularized in China earlier already makes him very gratified.

After discussing the details, the university president had someone on the spot draft the contract. After reviewing it, Lin and Xu stamped it with the seal of Tsinghua Design Institute. This time, the project was accepted in the name of Tsinghua Institute, so there was no need to bother the municipal institute again.

The university president also stamped the official seal of Linzhou University solemnly, "I will arrange for the finance department to transfer the funds to you right away. By the time you are back, the money should have arrived."

Huh? Does this mean there will be another round of cash handouts? Just the thought of it made Xu Jiaping excited.
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"They've been out for several days. It should have yielded results by now. Why haven't they even made a phone call!" In the courtyard, Hu Zhongping and Li Qingxi sat, their tea had gone cold and they had no intention to replace it. They occasionally glanced back at the room where the phone was placed, but it never rang.

"Did the power go out? Who's going to turn on the lights and check?" Wenxuan quickly ran over and turned on the 60-watt bulb, which immediately illuminated, indicating that the circuit was working properly.

"Could it be that the phone bill hasn't been paid? Have we paid the phone bill for this month?" Jin Qiuxiang thought of another possibility.

"Linglou gave me money before leaving. I just paid my phone bill, so I couldn't have any outstanding fees!" Wenxuan shook his head repeatedly.

"This isn't it, that isn't it either. What on earth is going on? Could it be... Could it be that I lost to that teacher from Tongji?" Hu Zhongping wondered to himself, not daring to speak it out loud.

"Haha, Xiao Lou, are you back yet?" With these words, a hearty laughter filled the air outside, as a white-haired old man walked in. "I couldn't find you in the dormitory, so I came over to take a look. Oh, all of you are here!"

"Director Zheng, why have you come! Please have a seat, I'll pour you a cup of tea!" Everyone in the courtyard stood up, as Vice Dean Zheng Qiushi from Tsinghua School of Architecture and Design had arrived.

"Xiao Lin hasn't come back? Oh, maybe the train was delayed! Bring me a cup of tea, I'll wait a little longer! She should be arriving soon!" Zheng Qiushi sat down heavily.

Hu Zhongping went to Haocha's place and cautiously asked, "Dean Zheng, what's the matter that you are looking for Xiaolou? If there's something, you can just call and let us know. There's no need for you to come over in person!"

While speaking, he also glanced outside the courtyard to see if Director Zheng and Director Fu Haoming had arrived, as due to their surnames, it was a bit taboo to address these two leaders in the courtyard. If Director Fu heard him calling Director Zheng, it wouldn't be good.

"Haha, other matters can be dealt with over the phone, but not this one! This time, Xiaolou has brought glory to our Tsinghua. I have to come over and take him in no matter what!" Dean Zheng was extremely happy. "Next time I meet Old Xi at the meeting, I must tease him with some jokes!"

“What’s the good news?” The people in the courtyard immediately realized, “Oh, you mean... you mean the project at Linzhou University has yielded results?”

"Yes! Lao Gao from Linzhou University called me last night and said that Lin Building won, and this project belongs to Tsinghua University! It's not unusual to win a project, but this one was snatched from the hands of people from Tongji University, so it's different! And Little Lin is just a student, while Tongji sent a teacher!" Zheng Qiushi laughed so much that she couldn't close her mouth.

"The teachers at Tongji University were defeated by the students from Tsinghua University, what does this imply? It means that the level of Tsinghua University is much higher than Tongji University!"

The school has its own arch-enemies. It's well-known that the school next door to Tsinghua in the southwest is not on good terms. But when it comes to specific departments, each department has its own rival. In the field of computer science, Tsinghua is eyeing the National University of Defense Technology, electrical engineering is targeting Xi'an Jiaotong University, and the rival for the architecture department is Tongji University.

The architecture department of Nanjing Tech University is strong, but the overall strength of the school is not enough; Harbin Institute of Technology has a higher reputation than Nanjing Tech University, but the accumulation of the architecture department is not enough... Among the "Top Eight" universities, Tongji University is qualified enough to be counted.

On a regular day, it's inevitable for the two to have a little conflict, but now that a teacher from Tongji lost to a student from Tsinghua, we must celebrate this matter! That's why Zheng Qiushi estimated that Lin Lou would come back soon and hurried over.

"We won! How did we win? Hurry up and tell us!" Hearing this news, Hu Zhongping and the others finally felt relieved, but why haven't Xiaolin and Lao Xu called back to share the good news?

Li Qingxi murmured in his heart, can't it be said that Tsinghua completely surpasses Tongji? Are the students in Lin Tower just ordinary? Not to mention Tongji, even if you look in our architecture department in Tsinghua, can you guarantee that there are few teachers who can beat him in the competition? If you narrow it down to young teachers of similar age to Gu Jien, there is not even one!

Otherwise, why would we, as teachers, come over to help him? However, seeing Zheng Qiushi looking so happy, Li Qingxi wisely did not say these words.

"Not much, it's just that the teacher from Lin Lou and Tongji took turns to present their designs on stage, then they asked each other questions. Finally, the leaders of Linzhou University and the expert panel voted to decide, and in the end, our Lin Lou directly won the project! The specific vote count wasn't mentioned, but I reckon it's definitely a big victory! If it was only one or two votes difference, he would definitely have mentioned it."

Not saying is definitely a big difference. He just didn't disclose it in order to give Tongji a little face! Zheng Qiushi did hit the nail on the head.

"Old Gao mentioned that the design done by the professor at Tongji University is actually quite good!" Since he had already won, Zheng Qiu Shi didn't mind praising his opponent. The stronger the opponent, the more worth celebrating!

"He just didn't consider the technical level of the construction unit in Linzhou, so the provincial construction department there is a bit overwhelmed. On the other hand, Xiaolin considered the issue very comprehensively and did not deliberately pursue high-difficulty construction in the design. Haha, for a design of almost the same level, one can only be done by a few construction units, while the other can be done by the provincial construction companies in most provinces. I don't need to say which one is better, right?"

"Xiao Lin guessed it right! Back when he relayed the plan from the Gu's team, he said that while the structure is undoubtedly artistic, it's still uncertain whether the local construction units can actually execute it. And now, the problem has indeed arisen as expected!" said Hu Zhongping, slapping his thigh.

"Yeah, if we take the same path as Gu Jie and try to raise the elevation, we will still encounter these problems. By that time, neither plan will work, which will be awkward! But now, by digging downwards, we not only solve the problem of insufficient land, but also greatly reduce the construction difficulty. We win, no matter what!"

Not long after the courtyard celebration, the sound of brakes could be heard. "Is it Xiao Lin coming back?" Zheng Qiu Shi immediately put down his teacup and went out to greet, and the others quickly followed.

At the door, I saw Linlou and Xu Jiaping coming out of the car looking exhausted, and the driver hurried to the back to help them with the luggage.

"Haha, Xiaolin, you've worked hard all the way!" Zheng Qiu Shi walked over with a big smile on his face and patted Lin Lou's shoulder, "Xiaolin, well done! This time you have brought honor to our Tsinghua University!"
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"Xiao Lin, Lao Xu, since we won, why didn't you call us! You made us worry for half the day!" Back in the yard, Hu Zhongping and others complained.

"This is really not our fault. As soon as the results were announced, we were dragged out to drink! The people in Linzhou can really hold their liquor. Xiao Lin and I were knocked out by them in no time! We stumbled back to the guesthouse, slept all night in a daze, then rushed to catch the train. We got off the train and went straight to the airport, we didn't even remember to make a phone call!" Xu Jiaping expressed innocence.

"I'm still feeling dizzy in my head now! I'm going to drink with you guys tonight, but I mean I won't drink anything!" Lin Lou said, holding his head. He hasn't fully woken up yet.

"Eh, such a big celebration, how can we not have a drink!" Zheng Qiushi waved his hand and his assistant hurried over, pulling out two bottles of liquor from his bag. "This is a 52-year-old Maotai, it's almost thirty years old now! Old Fu used to ask me for it a few times, but I couldn't bear to give it to him. Today, I'll take it out to celebrate with you!"

Lin looked at the bottle blankly, only to see the words "Guizhou Provincial Special Sales Corporation Renhuai Maotai Distillery" written on it. The bottle was not the common white porcelain seen in the future, but a clay bottle, and the label was not the flying heavenly design, but a golden five-star.

"Since you have a place here, we don't need to go back! Go and call the head chef from the cafeteria, ask him to bring all the ingredients and prepare a feast for us here!" Zheng Qiu Shi grinned, "I've brought such good wine, can you resist not drinking?"

I've never had this Maotai before! Linlou looked at the bottle of alcohol, his eyes rolling around, isn't it a waste to just drink such a good alcohol directly? How about we drink one bottle and keep one bottle? You can keep the remaining bottle for me, I'll hide it in the deepest part of the wine cellar, and then take it out in thirty years, that'll be a sixty-year-old Maotai!

"Xiao Lin, quickly tell us how you won?" The crowd returned to the house, waiting for the chef to cook while listening to Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping recount the process of bidding.

"Haha, Tongji really messed up this time! Maybe they've been working on projects in Shanghai for too long and have lost touch with reality! They've even overlooked such crucial issues!" Zheng Qiushi laughed again, feeling pleased.

However, in his heart, he was overjoyed. Gu Jie also sketched out a rough plan for the Lin Building, and this design was undeniably excellent, not much inferior to Lin Lou's plan. Plus, with Gu Jie's connections to Linzhou University, his chances of winning were still great. If it wasn't for the fact that the local provincial construction standards couldn't be met, he might have lost this time.

The story finished, and dishes began to be served in the kitchen. The group moved to the dining table, and Zheng Qiu Shi insisted on Lin Lou and him sitting at the head of the table. He personally opened a bottle of Maotai and poured a glass for Lin Lou. "If you still feel a bit uncomfortable, we'll drink three cups to celebrate. After three cups, you can drink tea or soda!"

Lin Lou savored the aroma of the thirty-year-old Maotai liquor and murmured, "I feel like I've gotten stronger now, and my head isn't as dizzy. I should be able to have a few more drinks!" This is a thirty-year-old Maotai, I would feel sorry for every missed cup!

"Indeed, using alcohol to cure a hangover is truly the best method! Come, let's have a toast to celebrate Xiao Lin's victory over Tongji!" Zheng Qiushi stood up with a wine glass in hand...

The consequence of Linlou's alcohol indulgence was that he got drunk again today and slept until noon the next day. Fortunately, he didn't have to go to class, so it didn't delay anything. The benefit of Maotai lies here— even after being drunk, he didn't have a headache. After getting up and washing, Linlou returned to normal.

When he came out, several teachers were already there, eating and discussing the initial plan while holding their lunch boxes. Seeing him coming out, Li Qingxi pointed to the table and said, "I brought a portion for you too. Hurry up and have some to fill your stomach!"

After eating, Linlou began to assign tasks. After the experience in the Shanghai project, everyone was already familiar with this way of working. The teachers who did not have classes in the afternoon immediately began to work.

A few days later, Zheng Qiushi had someone come over to inform them that Linzhou University had already remitted the first design fee. Lin Lou immediately took people to collect the money and came back with a wave of commission.

I don't know if I have become accustomed to this practice, or if it's because I have previously received foreign exchange coupons and this time I am receiving RMB, but the teachers are not as excited as they were the first time.

"Tomorrow is Sunday, so everyone doesn't have to be busy! These few days have been spent attending class during the day and working overtime at night, I'm sure the teachers are all tired. Let's take a break tomorrow and continue our work on Monday! The plan for the next weekend should be completed, and then we can directly send it to Linzhou University!" Lin Building gave them a day off and gave them some time to relax."

Is it necessary to balance work and rest? After a busy week, everyone is already tired. Continuing to work not only decreases efficiency but also increases the likelihood of making mistakes. Taking a day off to rest and recharge would be good.

Hu Zhongping and others were a bit reluctant, but under Lin Lou's insistence, they still agreed. Just as they walked out of the school gate, several teachers began discussing about going to play there tomorrow.

As for Linlou, I still can't rest completely. I've been back for so long and haven't even visited the construction site of Xiangshan Hotel. I'll just take this opportunity to take a look, so as not to have any problems at the last minute.

I woke up in the dormitory in the morning, and as soon as I stepped out to the school gate, I looked around to see if the taxi we had arranged last night had arrived. That's when I saw Yu Bingbing coming out from the school gate too.

"Where are you going?" they both asked at the same time, then simultaneously burst into laughter.

"I have nothing to do this weekend, I plan to go out for a stroll. How about you?"

"I'm going to Xiangshan to check on the progress of the construction!"

"Oh my, I hadn't realized it until you mentioned it. It's almost the end of October, and the red leaves season at Fragrant Hills has been going on for half a month already! I haven't been there to see it this year! Will it be okay for me to go with you without affecting your work?"

The viewing period for the red leaves of Xiangshan generally begins in mid-October, and lasts until mid-November, lasting for about a month. Now is the perfect season to enjoy the red leaves!

"No worries, I'm just wandering around and taking a look! I happened to bring extra film today, so I'll take some photos for you!" The red leaves with the beauty are actually great photography material!

"Mr. Lin, sorry for being a little late, there was a bit of traffic at the gas station. I hope I didn't keep you waiting!" As he was speaking, a taxi pulled up in front of them, and the familiar driver got out and apologized repeatedly.

"It's okay, I just came out too!" Lin helped Yu Bingbing open the car door, and the two got in one after the other. The driver then started the car and headed towards Xiangshan.

It's not far from Tsinghua University to Xiangshan Hotel, only about ten kilometers. Soon they saw the mountains covered with red leaves.
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The red leaves of Xiangshan are different from those in Japan. In Japan, the red leaves are mostly from maple trees, such as the Iroha maple, the large maple, the itaya maple, the urade maple, and the Tang maple from China. The red leaves of Xiangshan, on the other hand, come from the yellow birch tree.

Every autumn, the yellow leaves of the hickory trees all over the mountains and fields turn as red as flames, and they become deep purple-red after the frost. These hickory trees were planted during the Qianlong period of the Qing Dynasty. After more than 200 years of development, they have gradually formed a hickory forest with 94,000 trees.

Regarding the origin of these trees, there is a folk legend recorded in Yang Shuo's prose, which states that in the senior years, in the vicinity, a wealthy man hired a worker to farm and raise pigs for him.

The pig feed fell into a broken stone trough, but no matter how much the pig ate, it couldn't finish it. The person doing the work felt something was odd, so they put some copper coins into the trough. No matter how many coins they took out, there were always more. They realized it was a magic wealth-attracting basin. When it came time to settle the accounts, the person doing the work didn't want anything except for the trough.

How much is a stone trough worth? The wealthy owner, feeling grateful, gave it to him. The trough was too heavy, so he carried it to the mountain and couldn't move it anymore. He dug a hole and buried it, fearing he might forget the location, then broke two branches to mark it. He went home to find someone to help lift it. But when he returned, he found the mountain covered with yellow chestnut trees, too many to count.

The Ju Bao Pen can no longer be found, but from now on, Beijing has an additional scenic spot. Every season, people from the city come to the mountains to admire the red leaves.

The taxi slowly ascended along the winding mountain road, occasionally reaching a scenic spot. Lin asked the driver to stop the car, and they went out to take pictures and enjoy the autumn leaves together with Yu Bingbing.

Standing on the halfway up the mountain and looking down, the vast and boundless Hebei Plain is right in front of me. Looking at the towering buildings in the city, it is similar to the model completed by Hu Zhongping and others before.

The handsome face of Bingbing is faintly visible among the red leaves, looking exceptionally charming, causing Linlou to forget to press the shutter for a moment. After realizing, he quickly pressed the shutter multiple times, permanently preserving this beauty on the film.

Arriving at the construction site, I saw the leaves of the relocated yellow maple tree here also starting to turn red. The rustle of the wind made the leaves flutter. It would be great if the hotel is already open for guests. Lying in the hotel room, sipping tea and admiring the red leaves outside the window, it would definitely be a different experience, wouldn't it?

After getting off the car, the taxi driver greeted and left. Lin will have to wait here for a long time, but he can hitch a ride back when the materials are delivered. It would be a waste to have the taxi wait for him.

But ultimately, it's not as convenient as having my own car. How about asking Andrew to bring a car for me? In the future, when we want to go out, we won't have to call a taxi specifically! Lin Lou noted this matter temporarily, and then went inside with Yu Bingbing.

Now all the main construction works have been completed, and the workers are doing interior decoration. Lin walked into the hotel and randomly checked a few rooms. The wall tiles in the bathroom, the bedroom floor, the window frames...every detail was done wonderfully, almost identical to the sample that Li Lanzhou showed him originally.

"Hmm, it looks like the workers are now accustomed to strictly following the requirements for operation. Once the Xiangshan Hotel is completed, it will definitely be beautiful! When the time comes, come and stay for a few days!"

Then, check the exterior finishing, whether it's the walls of the corridor, the railings of the stairs, or the details of the roof, there are no major issues found.

After the inspection, I found Li Lanzhou and praised him in person, "The level of construction by Liu is getting better and better, and Li's command is indispensable!"

"It's all because of your strict supervision. To be honest, at the beginning I used to complain about it. But now, I realize that such high standards have their reasons. I never imagined that such an exquisite building would be born in my hands! If we had continued using our rough construction methods from the beginning, the resulting building would definitely have been different," Li Lanzhou exclaimed.

"After undergoing training at the Xiangshan Hotel, our team from the Sixth Construction Company has seen significant improvement in technical and on-site management capabilities. In the future, at least in the vicinity of Beijing, whenever there are similar projects, the first contractor to be considered will surely be our Sixth Construction Company!"

"There are also several high-end hotels being prepared in Beijing now. Their representatives have visited Xiangshan Hotel several times, and after their visits, they all wanted to entrust the project to our Liu Jian to do it! From now on, for the next few years, I won't have to worry about not having any projects to do!" Li Lanzhou said proudly when talking about this.

When the time comes, there's no need to mention things like bonuses. I'm sure to secure the company's annual recognition, and there's a good chance I could even get promoted! It's all thanks to Xiao Lin's rigorous demands on us at the beginning!

"Your level is really impressive! If I come across any suitable projects in the future, I will definitely seek your help!" It is indeed rare to find a construction team that can meet the standards of their company nowadays.

"By the way, I walked around the site and it seems that the construction progress is much faster than expected. How much longer do you estimate it will take to complete everything?" Linlou asked. "We definitely need to inform I. M. Pei about finishing ahead of schedule so that he can make time to come from France to attend the completion ceremony."

"Only a small part of the interior decoration and landscaping remain, in addition to the placement and installation of various electrical appliances and furniture. The goods are already on their way to Beijing and are expected to arrive the day after tomorrow. It will take some time to organize the room and attend to some miscellaneous matters, so I estimate that it will be ready for use by this time next month - a whole month ahead of schedule! It will definitely be in use this year!" Li Lanzhou had long since worked out this issue.

"The person taking over as the hotel manager has been busy training staff, developing hotel management manuals, and familiarizing themselves with the work site. Now, all that's left is to wait for the rooms to be set up, adapt for a while, do a trial operation for a few days, and then officially open for business," Chen Zhonghu added. After seeing how things were set up, he felt even more convinced that switching careers was a wise decision.

The opening of a five-star hotel in the future will definitely not be so hasty, but the current situation is different, and everyone wants to start operating before the end of this year, so we can only shorten the time. However, with the arrival of the manager and senior staff from Diaoyutai, there should be no need to worry too much about major issues.

Spent most of the day at Xiangshan. In the afternoon, Linlou hitchhiked back to the city area. After having dinner at an old and famous restaurant in the city area with Yu Bingbing, Linlou immediately picked up the phone and called Bei Yuming.
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"I have received all the photos you took before. The quality of the buildings is indeed good, and the progress is very fast. It is within my expectations to be able to complete the construction so early. I will take some time to go back recently and discuss the next steps with some leaders!" Ieoh Ming Pei also attaches great importance to this project and even dedicates time to discuss the ceremony.

I'll be focusing on translating the provided content from Chinese to English.

He is currently working on the Louvre renovation project and must be very busy on usual days, but despite this, he is still willing to come back specifically to take a look!

"After you have booked your ticket, let me know and I will pick you up at the airport!" After saying this, Lin Lou chatted for a few more minutes before hanging up the phone.

Then he called Gu Weimin and Liu Tong to inform them about the upcoming return of Bei Yuming. They both definitely valued this ceremony and would have many details to discuss with him when he returned. It would be good to know Bei Yuming's plans in advance and make some preparations.

The weekend of the new week is coming soon, and it's time to submit the preliminary design proposal to Linzhou University. This time, Lin Building directly assigned the task to Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi, as the architect Ieoh Ming Pei just happened to be back at this time and needed to go to the airport to greet him.

Shortly after arriving at the airport, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong also arrived, with smiles on their faces. Seeing Lin Lou, they praised him repeatedly, "Mr. Bei made the right choice in assigning the on-site architect work to you. If you hadn't been keeping an eye on it, how could Xiangshan Hotel have been completed so quickly and efficiently?"

"And your reminders to the management personnel were also very appropriate. I attended the last training and the results were indeed very good!" Gu Weimin praised, and Liu Tong added.

"What kind of ceremony do the two leaders plan to organize?" Linlou asked before the flight carrying Bei Yuming had landed, hoping that understanding this in advance would make communication easier later on.

"Normally, there should be a ceremony for the opening and completion, but as you know, the country's finances are tight right now, so we can only focus on one. I think it's more appropriate to combine the completion ceremony and the trial operation to be held together! This way, the ceremony can be held at the end of this year, but if we focus on the opening ceremony, we'll have to wait until next year."

"Perfect, next year the Louvre renovation project will enter a busier phase, holding the ceremony now will allow Mr. Pei to be more cooperative." Linlou felt that Mr. Pei would not oppose this arrangement.

After chatting for a while, the flight of Bei Yuming landed. After picking him up, they first took him to the Friendship Hotel to rest, and then the next morning they went to the construction site in Xiangshan together.

"The red leaves of Xiangshan are unforgettable once you see them. It's perfect timing to visit during the red leaf season!" I. M. Pei kept praising the scenery along the way.

He did not stop at the entrance of the construction site, but continued upwards until he reached the mountain top, where he stopped and looked down at the completed hotel.

"Xiao Lin, your original opinion was so right! If we had followed my old plan, such a large building in this environment would have been inappropriate. But now, it's much better. The scale of the building is just right, complementing the surrounding scenery. It doesn't look out of place, nor is it overshadowed by the landscape..." I.M. Pei is very satisfied with this hotel.

When they went down, Gu Weimin chatted with him about the arrangements for the ceremony. Ieoh Ming Pei agreed with his ideas and smiled as he spoke, "It's already December. I remember three years ago when I decided to build a hotel here, it was also December. It had just snowed lightly that day, and the mountains and forests were covered with a thin layer of snow. The pavilions and pagodas on the mountains were scattered in an orderly manner."

"We braved the biting north wind and climbed along a steep path to a small pavilion halfway up the hill. From that vantage point, the Fragrant Hills Park resembled a painting. When we saw that place, I didn't hesitate at all. I said, let's build it here."

"Three years have passed, and now this plan has finally become a reality. It's truly a coincidence that the construction was completed in winter!" exclaimed excitedly by I.M. Pei.

If it weren't for the change in plan, the Xiangshan Hotel wouldn't have been in trial operation until the end of October next year. However, due to the Lin Building, Ieoh Ming Pei reduced the scale of the Xiangshan Hotel. At the same time, Lin Building used computer-aided design to shorten the pre-preparation time. Later, he strictly supervised Li Lanzhou at the construction site, which helped to avoid many rework. As a result, the project was able to be completed ten months ahead of schedule.

Entering the hotel, looking at various details, I. M. Pei became even more delighted. He pointed at the flying cloud stone and said, "The northern stone is too rough, the southern one is too refined, not grand enough; the stones in Yunnan Stone Forest have the advantages of being grand and refined, it is just perfect to place them here."

"Chinese gardens are like mazes; once you are inside, it is difficult to see everything at a glance, and you can never comprehend the entire layout. As you enter the garden, you will be attracted and captivated by the beautiful scenery - it could be a tree, a rock, or a shaft of light. You stroll along the paths, or cross the small bridges, following the winding garden paths, always experiencing different views. It is about scale, about scattered perspectives, and about serendipity - that unexpected delight."

Ieoh Ming Pei looks at this hotel as if he's looking at his own child, filled with love for every plant and tree here. He has certainly done many projects greater than the Fragrant Hill Hotel, but those were all in the Western style. This hotel has allowed him to reconnect with his roots. Walking in the courtyard, it's as if he has returned to the days of his childhood living in the Lion Grove Garden.

After the stroll, we returned to the Friendship Hotel. Pei was still energetic and didn't look like a person in his sixties at all. He talked enthusiastically about the things we had just seen, and also praised the design and construction team.

Gu Weimin and Liu Tong originally planned to wait until after visiting the construction site to see if Bei Yuming was tired, and then discuss the preparations for the ceremony tomorrow. But seeing that he was in such good spirits, they decided to change their plans accordingly.

So they brought up the completion and trial operation ceremony of the Xiangshan Hotel at the dinner table to I. M. Pei, and he nodded repeatedly, saying, "Yes, yes, it must be a lively event."
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"At that time, the leader will definitely come, such as Mr. Gu who invited you to do the design, and several leaders from the city." Gu Weimin first mentioned the arrangements on his side.

"I'll invite some foreign celebrities to come over. The American architectural community is also very interested in this project!" I. M. Pei knew what Chinese officials liked these days. "In addition, I have a good relationship with Mr. Lao Shucong, the former head of the American Embassy in Beijing. I can try to invite him over, but I can't guarantee it!"

"Oh? In that case, we need to make some adjustments here too!" Gu Weimin's eyes lit up when he heard this, because Lao Shucong is now the Vice Consul of the United States. Although the position of the Vice Consul of the United States is far from that of the Grand Consul, in general, it is just a symbolic role. But after all, the identity is there. If he could be invited, the significance of this ceremony would be different.

"When Mr. Laoshucong was in Beijing, he was very fond of Chinese culture. I remember that he and his wife, Barbara, used to ride bicycles through the streets and alleys of Beijing, where they savored the delicious cuisine of China, particularly enjoying Beijing roast duck!" Liu Tong recalled enthusiastically.

"After returning to the United States, he continued to enjoy Chinese cuisine. He and his family would visit a restaurant near Washington, D.C. in Virginia called Beijing Restaurant several times a year, and they always ordered Peking duck." added I.M. Pei with a smile.

"He and his family have memorized the dishes of this restaurant, such as Peking duck, salt and pepper prawns, Beijing-style lamb chops, dry-fried shredded beef, and dry-fried green beans. They can recite these dishes without looking at the menu. These 5 dishes are known as the 'thicket menu' at the Beijing Restaurant. Many eagerly awaited diners just have to mention the 'thicket menu,' and the restaurant will accurately serve the dishes at the table."

"Hahaha!" This little joke made everyone smile with understanding. "When Mr. Lao Shucong comes to Beijing, we will treat him to Beijing roast duck! We will treat him to salt and pepper prawns!"

After finishing up my work in Beijing this time, I will head back to the United States first. I will visit in person at that time, whether there is a result or not, I will notify you all as soon as possible!" Pei knew that the specifications of the ceremony would be different if Laoshucong came or not, and the preparations to be made would be quite different, so it's best to communicate in a timely manner.

"We will report back to our superiors when we return, and at the same time, we will use our channels to send out invitations. This will increase our chances of success." Gu Weimin nodded in agreement, knowing that foreign affairs activities at this level definitely required reporting.

"I will arrange for some colleagues who are proficient in foreign languages to help at the Xiangshan Hotel. No, we need to go there now to adapt in advance! There are already some staff at the Xiangshan Hotel who understand foreign languages, but the number is not enough. After the ceremony, the guests will definitely stay at the Xiangshan Hotel. If there is a shortage of service staff who understand foreign languages at that time, it will be inconvenient."

"During these days in Beijing, I will first write some invitations to invite some foreign friends in Beijing. Then Xiaolin will help me deliver them!" Pei looked at Linlou.

"Alright! I will definitely deliver it for you!" Linlou agreed. Bei Yuming has a wide network of contacts, even in Beijing, he has many foreign friends with good relationships. Relying solely on his personal visits would definitely not be enough, so he would definitely need to find someone to help.

This is also a good thing for Linlou, getting to know more people. At least it won't be so troublesome to apply for a visa in the future. When the time comes, if they can find an acquaintance and say hello, they might be able to handle it easily, saving the trouble of waiting in line.

The guest list, ceremony process, on-site arrangement... there are still many areas that need to be communicated. Although other people will take care of the details, the overall direction must be set in advance. So after dinner, they continued their discussion until 10 o'clock before resting.

The next morning, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong went to report, and then a new group of people continued to communicate with Ieoh Ming Pei. It took three days to finalize the general direction and prepare contingency plans for the scenarios of whether the old trees would be removed or kept.

"Before we confirm his return, let's hold off on announcing this news for now. We will send out invitations to Mr. Bei separately, and also invite other guests," Gu Weimin concluded.

Then Linlou started to get busy. He first accompanied Bei Yuming to the US Embassy in China to extend an invitation to the recently appointed second ambassador to China, Heng Anshi.

The ambassador has deep connections with China. His father, Reverend Heng Muyi, was a missionary who spent many years preaching in China. Heng Anshi was born in Fenyang at the foot of the Lvliang Mountains and learned Chinese from a young age. When he was eight years old, Heng Muyi returned to the United States to serve as the director of the East Asian Department of the Library of Congress, and Heng Anshi returned to the U.S. with him.

In the 1940s, he returned to China and taught English at the Furen University Middle School in Beijing. After the Pearl Harbor incident, he was arrested by the Japanese military occupying Beijing at the time and was sent to a concentration camp in Weifang, Shandong. Three years later, with the help of a guerrilla group, Hengan Shi successfully escaped and returned to the United States.

After the end of World War II, he returned to Beijing and joined the work of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration until he returned to the United States in 1949.

He later entered the diplomatic field, successively serving as Ambassador to Myanmar, Ethiopia, and Pakistan, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs in charge of Chinese affairs, and also worked as an assistant to Henry Kissinger, participating in direct meetings with Comrade Wu Hao.

Because of this background, he gladly accepted the invitation from Ieoh Ming Pei, and even recalled the scene of when he originally went to Xiangshan to appreciate the red leaves.

After I.M. Pei left, it was Lin Lou's turn to go around and deliver invitations. He went to various foreign embassies in China, to the campuses of Beijing's universities, and to the offices of some foreign institutions in China. By the time the invitations were all delivered, Lin Lou had also collected a lot of business cards.

Then he simultaneously coordinated the preparations for the ceremony while completing the follow-up work for the renovation project of the library at Linzhou University and the office building project of the Shanghai Youth League Committee.

Shortly afterwards, a slightly regretful message came in: Lao Shucong's schedule was too busy to make it, so we could only proceed with the second plan.

Linlou doesn't mind much, because the old trees are inevitably a bit overwhelming, diverting people's attention from the Fragrant Hills Hotel to themselves. Now that they're not coming, the Fragrant Hills Hotel is still the main focus.

The preliminary plan for the renovation project of the library of Linzhou University was quickly approved, and the construction drawings were then drawn. Meanwhile, the construction drawing review in Shanghai has also been approved, and the construction team has completed the land leveling and started digging the foundation.

Lin Mita reported to Linlou on time, and from the report, it can be seen that the project is progressing quite smoothly. Soon, it was time for him to report the work to Linlou.

After receiving the plane ticket, Linmita flew to Beijing.

There is an online article that claims that on the opening day of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, the then-director of the U.S. Liaison Office in Beijing, Mr. Bush, was in attendance. I checked and found that he was director of the liaison office in the 1970s and had already returned to the United States by the time the hotel opened. How could he have attended the opening?
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So fast to arrive? When getting off the plane, Lin Mita was still a little unresponsive. He had been to Beijing before, but he always took the train, which took more than a day to arrive with clanging sounds. Now, in just a few hours, he didn't even feel hungry yet, and he arrived at his destination.

Carefully collect the souvenirs distributed on the plane, then follow the crowd to exit. Upon reaching the exit, he stood there and glanced around, only to spot someone holding a sign with his name on it, waiting there. He quickly went up and greeted, "Hello, I am Lin Mita from Tongji!"

"Oh, Senior Lin, hello, hello, I am Wen Xuansi from the architecture department of Tsinghua University. Xiao Lou asked me to come and pick you up!" Wen Xuansi quickly took the luggage from him and went outside to the door, waving to hail a taxi.

"Brother Wen, let's just take the bus! Taxis are too expensive!" Lin Mita quickly stopped him and asked, "How far is it from here to Tsinghua University, and how much would that cost?"

"It's okay, Xiaolou said the taxi fare will be reimbursed! I just took a taxi here; Master, please open the trunk." Wenxuan said without hesitation and started to put down the luggage.

"In our department, we usually take public buses for business trips, unless it's at the level of the dean. Today, I unexpectedly enjoyed the treatment of the dean as well. Actually, when Lin Lou asked someone to give him an airplane ticket, he also told him to take a taxi from the school to the airport. It's just that Lin Mita didn't want to."

"We are actually the same. Generally, teachers are reluctant to take taxis when they go on business trips! Not to mention taking a plane, that's a privilege for Chairman Wu, just being more generous." All the way, Wenxuan kept introducing the scenery of Beijing to Lintami, occasionally asking the driver to go slower when encountering interesting places.

Recalling my previous experience of taking a crowded bus in Beijing, the carriage was full of people, and it was even difficult to keep both feet on the ground. I didn't have the mind to appreciate the scenery at that time, and I felt quite emotional about it.

"We have arrived, it's the courtyard ahead! Master, please tear the ticket for me!" When they arrived at the courtyard gate, Wen Xuanxi thought, while taking out money.

Nowadays, there are no machine-printed tickets. Instead, there are fixed amount invoices, varying from ten yuan, five yuan, two yuan, to one yuan. We tear off an invoice according to the amount we need, and sometimes it can be quite troublesome when we run out of the one yuan invoices.

"Wow, this siheyuan is quite unique. Traditional Beijing siheyuans are all single-story houses, but here you've changed them into multi-story buildings! How many households can live in this courtyard?" The driver tore the ticket and stepped out of the car, curiously surveying the distinctive siheyuan.

Wen Xuan smiled without saying a word. If the driver knew that such a large courtyard was actually only occupied by one family, he would be envious. Oh wait, it's not accurate to say "one family," strictly speaking, only Lin Lou lives here!

Nowadays, it's quite common to see a family of five squeezed into a small 10-square-meter house in Beijing. It's really eye-catching to have such a large courtyard all to oneself.

"Come in, this is our office!" Wen Xuan pushed the door open and led Lin Mita inside.

"I saw this house in a journal before. It was also designed by Lin Gong, right? Seeing it in person, it's even more impressive than the few photos in the magazine! It retains the traditional courtyard style while expanding the living space. The interior details are also well-handled. Working here must be very comfortable!" Lin Mita said, looking through the gaps in the tiled decorative wall at the nearby river view.

"It's indeed much more comfortable than the old-fashioned large courtyard! Xiao Lou and a few teachers are busy inside, I'll take you to the room we will be staying in at night first, then we can come back down to greet them!" Lin building has set up several guest rooms in the courtyard specifically for guests to rest.

A lot of things have been added later, such as bathtubs, appliances, and the room is also very spacious. Wen Xuan led him to visit while introducing the usage of various electrical appliances.

Lingmida is a bit wooden, and our dean is on a business trip, so he probably can't stay in such a nice room, right? In their early twenties, the young people didn't feel tired after sitting on the plane for a few hours, so after the introduction, they went back downstairs to see Lin Lou.

"Huh? This place is a bit different from what I expected! Why are there only a few drawing tables?" Upon entering the office, Linmita instinctively compared it to the office at school.

"Here, we basically use computers for drawing now. Those two drafting tables are just for making rough drafts," said Linlou as he got up from the computer and shook hands with the newcomer. "Come, let me show you our work environment and colleagues. This is Teacher Hu Zhongping, who teaches freehand drawing at our school, and this is Teacher Li Qingxi, who is in charge of landscape architecture courses."

"Hello, Teacher Hu, hello, Teacher Li..." Lin Mita greeted one after another.

"This is a computer for drawing. It's an American Apple brand. This is a printer, Sharp's. This is a function calculator. In our department, we don’t need to do manual calculations or look at tables. Most of the calculations can be done using the calculator. Also, take a look at this... " Linlou knew what kind of person Linmita was most concerned about.

A person who is determined to achieve results may not care so much about personal enjoyment, but certainly values the convenience of research. With these facilities, architects can be freed from tedious repetitive work and put more energy into creative work.

In the face of such temptation, Lin Mita did waver and tentatively asked, pointing at the calculator, "Can I give it a try?" In the past, in order to do some calculations, he almost flipped through the abacus.

"Of course you can! Use it as you please!" Linlou said generously, while also teaching him how to use it!

Pressing a few buttons yielded results that would have taken half a day to calculate in the past, and the results appeared instantaneously on the screen without any errors. This made Lin Mita deeply sigh, "If only our school had this, I wouldn't have to work so hard!"

"Also, there are these. We ordered some magazines ourselves. Some of them have already been sent to me according to the list you provided last time. Take them with you when you go back this time!" Linlou then took him to the periodical room and handed him a thick stack of magazines.

"So many!" Lin Mita felt that her eyes were not enough. Looking around, the bookshelf was full of English monographs and magazines, including those by Cobusier, Louis Kahn, and Robert Venturi, all of which he had longed for but couldn't get.

He carefully flipped through the books, wishing he could stay here forever, murmuring to himself, "This place is really nice!"

Upon hearing this, Lin Lou smiled.
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He had heard of these masters' names a long time ago, and had also seen them in the new book "History of Foreign Modern Architecture" published by Linlou. However, these were just fragmentary words, only giving a vague understanding of the masters' ideas. The more detailed knowledge can only be obtained from their monographs.

However, the translation work of these monographs has not yet begun, and the price of the English original works is high. Tongji University's annual budget for purchasing academic monographs is limited. Therefore, these books by Lin Mita are well-known but not yet available. Now that they are seen, one can't wait to read them immediately.

"You can take a few books home and return them next time you come!" Lin Lou understood his thoughts and generously said, "You can also take this calculator with you. You can use it for your daily work. Consider it as borrowing office equipment from me. Just return it after the project is completed."

Not afraid that you like, just afraid that you don't feel it. Once you get used to the conditions I can offer you, I'm afraid you won't be able to adapt to working in other units, right?

"You will only go back the day after tomorrow. The report will be over tonight, and I will have Xuan accompany you to take a stroll around Beijing tomorrow. You can go to the Friendship Store to buy some things. Oh, I almost forgot to tell you, your first month's salary will be paid in foreign exchange coupons. I have prepared them for you. Check if the amount is correct." Lin handed him another envelope.

"No need to count, no need to count. If you say it's correct, then it must be correct!" Lin Mita waved his hand repeatedly, feeling a bit uncomfortable with the practice of counting money face to face. However, under Lin's insistence, he carefully counted the amount and immediately found that it was incorrect.

He is not completely oblivious to the outside world, focusing solely on reading architecture books. He is also aware of the exchange rate between foreign exchange certificates and Renminbi. There is an official rate and a different rate in the black market. The amount he receives from Lin's building seems to be exchanged at the official rate, much higher than what he would have received from the black market.

"Lin...Lin Gong, isn't this a bit too much?" Lin Mita's heart was pounding, he had never received so much money before. Earlier, when he heard Lin Lou talking about the amount of salary each month, he was already very happy. He didn't expect that he would receive foreign exchange coupons in the first month. If he exchanged it for RMB on the black market, it would probably be more than his annual subsidy!

"In fact, this is just the same as the salary I told you before, it's just that I have a way to exchange foreign exchange coupons at the official rate! You can spend it with peace of mind. Tomorrow when you go to the Friendship Store, buy whatever you want! Consider it a reward for you. Next month, we'll convert it into RMB," Lin explained.

"Alright, no need to be polite. Let's go have a meal first, and after that, you can report on your work. Let's take care of business first today, and then tomorrow we can relax and have fun!" Lin didn't give him a chance to refuse and promptly ushered him out.

Lin Mita carefully tucked away the foreign exchange coupons. She reluctantly set down the book "Louis Kahn's Monograph," joined them for a meal, took a break in the yard, then returned to the house. She took out her prepared records and began reporting on the work to Lin Lou and Hu Zhongping, who listened attentively.

Occasionally, questions were asked about a certain issue, and Lin Mita responded to each one. After the responses, Linlou nodded in satisfaction and said, "Hmm, it's evident that he has put his heart into this project, even paying attention to the smallest details."

"With you on site, we can rest assured about this project! Hope you will continue to maintain this work attitude in the future," Lin said, concluding the report, leading the applause, and encouraging.

Next, everyone moved to the living room, turned on the TV, watched it while chatting casually, and continued until around ten o'clock in the evening before dispersing. After this round, Linmita gradually became familiar with the team.

Back in the bedroom, after washing up, Lin Mita didn't rush to bed but instead leaned against the head of the bed and started flipping through the monograph by Louis Khan. The content of the monograph deeply attracted him, so much so that he didn't fall asleep until very late.

The next morning when Deng woke Wenyi up for breakfast, the moment Wenyi opened the door, he was taken aback, "Did you not sleep last night? Your eyes are so red!"

"I was so absorbed in reading that I thought I was back in my school dormitory. I kept thinking that I would go to sleep as soon as the light went out, but I waited and waited, and the light never went out. Then I realized, I am in Beijing now!" Lin Mita laughed embarrassingly.

"Haha, every time before the final exams, we come here to review because there's no rule to turn off the lights at 11 pm here!" Wenxuan also smiled.

After having breakfast, they went to the Friendship Store to buy some things. Wenxuan originally planned to take him shopping afterwards, but Linmita was in a hurry to read, so they had to return together.

Return to the quadrangle and see Linlou and others are all working. Linmita naturally doesn't want to stand aside, so he takes the initiative to offer help. It happens that Hu Zhongping needs someone to help him with the calculations, so he calls him over.

This job is also what he used to do before, but most of it was done by hand calculation. Now, most of the work can be done with a calculator. After adapting at the beginning, Lin Mita quickly tapped the keyboard with his fingers and recorded the calculated results in the notebook.

Hu Zhongping then proceeded to complete the drawing work on the computer based on the results he calculated. Before he knew it, it was time for dinner and everyone put down their work.

In a daze, Linmita looked at the notebook in front of her and flipped through it quickly. In just half a day, I've accomplished so much work? It's almost as much as I would have done in a whole week. This efficiency is too high!

Early the next morning, Lin Mita took a plane back to Shanghai. She first went to the construction site to check the progress during her absence, then returned to the school to start collaborating with her advisor on a project design.

He was too embarrassed to take out the calculator Lin Lou gave him, so he continued to do the calculations by hand. But after just a short while, Linmita couldn't help but feel a bit uncomfortable.

What's going on? It's making my head spin. How is it that I've only completed so little work? This efficiency is too low! After experiencing more advanced work methods, Linda is finding it hard to go back.

Should I go back to the dorm and bring the calculator over? But that's the one that Lin lent to himself for his project, it doesn't seem quite appropriate for me to use it for other projects for the advisor, right?

After hesitating for a while, he couldn't resist and said, "Ah, using the abacus is really torture. I'll go back and get it. I can always apologize to the Beijing next time."

"Teacher, I'm going back to get something!" Lin Mita said, and then hurried back to the dormitory.
Chapter 296 Early Experience

"Good news, the construction plans at Linzhou University have been reviewed without much objection. It has been submitted for approval and should not be a problem! We can take a few days off now!" Xu Jiaping shouted as soon as he returned to the courtyard.

"Not bad, not bad. Jia Ping, you've worked hard all the way. Come, let me pour you some tea!" Despite this being something that was expected earlier, everyone was still very happy to hear it.

"Can articles be published for this project? I plan to write an article on 'Several Methods for Illuminating Underground Buildings'. Who would like to write with me?" Feng Shaoping immediately thought of something else.

"I won't come. I have already decided on what to write about - 'Several Attempts at Matching Skylights with Landscape Sketches.' This topic is worth writing about!" Maybe Li Qingxi has even planned out the outline.

"Why are you in such a hurry? We've been working continuously for so long, and as soon as we get a break, you start writing your thesis. Aren't you afraid of getting too tired? These topics are not something that others are competing for! In my opinion, we should take this weekend to rest properly!" Lin Lou stretched lazily and said, "Even though I didn't get the chance to participate in the international architecture design competition this semester, I have already completed the design work for two projects and basically finished my tasks. I am already satisfied."

This month, there will be an opening ceremony and trial operation for the Fragrant Hills Hotel. After that, it will be time for the exam week. Even though I don't have to take exams, I still have to write my paper. So I basically don't have time to take on new projects this semester. I might as well just take a few days to have fun.

"Yeah, even if we write the article and submit it to the journal now, it won't be published until next year. Since the results will be from next year, why rush to do it now?" Xu Jiaping had just returned from a business trip and was still tired, so he didn't feel like starting work right away.

"It's fine if you don't feel it, but as soon as it's mentioned, I start to feel a bit stiff in my neck. I suggest we find a place for a massage. I know a very skilled masseur!" Hu Zhongping suggested as he rubbed his neck.

"This is a good idea. Sitting at the computer desk every day to draw is easier than standing at the drawing desk to draw by hand, but after a long time, I still have some back pain. It's a good idea to go for a massage to relax!" Li Qingxi also started rubbing his waist.

"I have this! But this time, we don't need to go to the place that Teacher Hu mentioned! I have a better option here!" Lin Lou pulled out some coupons from his pocket.

"The Xiangshan Hotel has been tidied up. Although there is still some time before the completion ceremony, they need some people to experience it beforehand and give feedback on their service, so as to avoid any issues during the trial operation. They have given me a few spots, and I have calculated that it will be just right for a few teachers to go together. So, we will go to the Xiangshan Hotel this weekend!"

"There are also masseurs who used to work at Diaoyutai, so it's definitely no problem to ask them for a massage! And there are also other recreational activities to enjoy such as afternoon tea, bowling, karaoke, etc!" There are also many of Linlou's opinions in it.

The distance between Xiangshan Hotel and downtown Beijing is a bit awkward. Let's just focus on the red leaves. Excluding the issue of the season, people can go back as soon as they have finished viewing them. In the future, many tourist resorts and vacation hotels, in addition to the beautiful scenery around them, mostly have leisure facilities such as spas. Therefore, Xiangshan Hotel must also have some entertainment facilities in order to keep guests staying.

Bowling and karaoke were popular entertainment activities in the '80s and '90s. Nowadays, there are only a few bowling alleys left in Beijing. Building a bowling alley at the Fragrant Hills Hotel will surely attract many visitors to come and play, and when they get tired, they can naturally stay at the hotel. When this sport becomes popular again, priority can be given to hotel guests.

I am willing to spend an average person's monthly salary to play a few games of bowling. Naturally, I don't mind spending a month or two's salary to settle down here. With more people coming, there is naturally no shortage of customers.

"Really?" Several teachers immediately became excited. They had all seen the design plans for the Xiangshan Hotel and had visited the construction site, envisioning the day when they could experience it for themselves. They just hadn't expected the opportunity to come so soon.

"Each person gets their own room, and you can also bring your family! Oh, by the way, we won't check marriage certificates during the trial period, so you can even bring your girlfriend!" Lin deliberately glanced at Hu Zhongping, he and Teacher Qu are not yet married.

Several narrow-minded guys burst into laughter, and Hu Zhongping blushed and lowered his head in embarrassment. The courtyard was filled with a festive atmosphere. Fortunately, everyone quickly changed the subject, "We should dress better if we are going to that kind of place. How about we go buy suits first today?"

"There's no time to make it now. I'll take you to the Friendship Store! The next design fee from Linzhou University is due soon, so consider this as an advance welfare for everyone!" The Friendship Store, which is rarely entered by ordinary people, has now almost become a designated shopping place for them in Linzhou.

So, the next day, several teachers went to the Friendship Store with their spouses and made a grand procession, each getting a suit and returning home satisfied.

"The tie clip that was given last time finally comes in handy, but how do you wear this thing? Does anyone know?" Hu Zhongping asked as he held a red tie.

"It should be different from tying a red scarf! Tying a tie is also a skill, and most of us have never experienced it before, so it's inevitable that we will be a bit confused."

"There are actually many ways to tie a tie. Let me teach you a few simple ones first! Mr. Hu, please stand still! Let me demonstrate the Windsor knot for everyone!" As Lin Lou fiddled with Hu Zhongping's tie, he explained, "This is the most orthodox way of tying a tie, forming a perfectly symmetrical triangle, robust and full. It is suitable for wide-collared shirts and formal occasions, but do not use a tie with excessively thick fabric for the Windsor knot."

Slow down the action and demonstrate step by step. If someone doesn't understand, start over again. After learning, undo the tie to conceal the next method. "On the day of the inauguration ceremony of the Fragrant Mountain Hotel, if we go, we can use this method of tying. But since we are going for a weekend outing, not a formal occasion, let's use a more casual method of tying!"

"This kind of knot can be completed in four steps, hence the name 'Four-in-Hand knot'. It is the most convenient way to tie a tie and is suitable for narrow ties and casual style shirts, suitable for ordinary occasions..."

"Besides, there are also half Windsor knot, plain knot, cross knot and other common methods... suitable for different combinations and occasions..." Lin demonstrated them one by one.

Several teachers have all studied very carefully.
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"You said this foreigner is tired or not? Just tying a tie and still making so many tricks!" Although Li Qingxi said so, his hands were not slow at all.

This knowledge can be easily found online in the future, but now only a few people know about it. He has also fantasized about speaking at international academic conferences, and he would definitely dress up nicely for it. He would be embarrassed if he wore the wrong tie pattern.

"Oh, remember how Liu, the teacher who teaches Western etiquette, talked about tying ties in the office last time? She only demonstrated the Windsor knot, but didn't explain when to use this style for which occasion. It seems like she still doesn't understand as much as Xiao Lou does!" muttered Teacher Qu.

"She has never been abroad, but Xiaolou has been to the United States to attend academic conferences. She definitely has a better understanding... I'm telling you, Xiaolou, can you choose someone else? My neck is getting sore!" Hu Zhongping stood there, feeling exhausted.

Li Qingxi silently stepped back after listening. Today, when he finished shopping, he clearly felt that his wife, Lin Hongmei, had a strange look in her eyes. He knew he would have to "pay the bill" tonight when he got back home. He couldn't afford to be tired right now.

Oh no, this is bad. I have to submit it tonight, and tomorrow I'll definitely have to submit it again at the Fragrant Hills Hotel. Oh dear, I'm afraid my old back might not be able to handle it!

The next afternoon after class, several teachers hurriedly brought their partners to gather at the quadrangle. The pre-booked taxi was already waiting there, and three cars quickly arrived at the Xiangshan Hotel.

At the entrance, before they could do anything, the doorman opened the car door for them, "Gentlemen, ladies, do you have any other luggage? Shall I help you take it to your room?"

Lin Hongmei was taken aback for a moment before she reacted and quickly waved her hands, saying, "No need, no need, we can handle it ourselves!"

"A few teachers, please come with me to complete the check-in procedures. Teacher Qu, please take them to sit over there for a moment, it will be ready soon!" Lin gestured towards the bar area in the lobby, then led the teachers to the front desk to complete the procedures.

After it's done, let's take the elevator together and go upstairs, "Several teachers, you are here, I am over here, let's go back to the room and put our things down first, then come down to eat, after eating, we can go for a massage, bowling, and singing."

Lin intentionally arranged his room to be a bit farther away from the teachers, so that they wouldn't feel constrained to express themselves at night and to avoid hearing certain awkward sounds.

Returning to the room, looking out through the window, you can see a tranquil garden with exotic flowers, towering ancient trees, and winding paths. The paths are adorned with delicate bamboo and plum blossom patterns made of colorful stones, exuding the charm of Jiangnan gardens.

And inside the room, whether it's the style of the furniture or the decor of the paintings, it contains the essence of Chinese classical culture, but with a touch of modernity, faintly resembling the so-called new Chinese style decoration of later generations.

Entering the bathroom, the seams of the walls and floor tiles, the joints of the shower pipes, and other details are all done exceptionally well. This greatly reassures Linlou, as the hard work of over a year has finally paid off! The current Xiangshan Hotel is much better than the original version.

"Bang! Bang! Bang!" Just as I came out of the bathroom, I heard a knocking on the door. When I opened it, I saw the hotel manager, Zou Liwei. "Mr. Lin, I heard that you arrived today. I hope I'm not disturbing you, but may I inquire what you and your colleagues would like for dinner? And do you have any plans after dinner? I will have them prepared in advance."

"Manager Zou, you're too polite! For dinner, let's have Western food, and we can have Chinese food for lunch tomorrow. After the meal, they want to play a game of bowling. The lanes shouldn't be too crowded at this time, right? Oh, by the way, are the massage therapists available? I've been sitting at the computer all day and my back has been aching. I would like to have a massage to relieve the discomfort." Linlou knew that they started receiving guests in advance in order to identify and solve problems early, so it wouldn't be appropriate to be polite."

"No problem, I'll arrange it for you right away! Take this with you, and if you encounter any issues during your stay, write them down on the form and we will try to address them as much as possible!" Then he handed over a feedback form for Lin to fill out.

"I really have an opinion. When I stayed at the Waldorf Astoria in New York, there was a 'Do Not Disturb' sign on the doorknob inside the room! Some guests need to talk or rest, so they can just hang the sign on the outside doorknob, and the staff won't knock on the door to ask if they need laundry or other services."

"I think this method is very good, but you don't have it here yet! This time, both accommodation and dining entertainment are free, so we must come up with some reasonable suggestions."

"This approach is really good! Our Fragrant Hill Hotel should also learn from it!" Zou Liwei immediately took out his notebook and wrote it down carefully.

"The style of the signboard should also be consistent with the overall style of the Xiangshan Hotel. I'll just sketch one for you. When Mr. Bei arrives, we can ask him to review it!" Lin Lou decided to take matters into his own hands and brought his drawing tools with him this time, ready to draw a few pictures, which would come in handy now.

Use a needle pen to outline the pattern first, and then color with a marker pen. With not much time, the style of the hanging scroll is completed. Like other decorations in the room, it has a classical yet slightly modern feel.

Architects do not just design buildings. Kengo Kuma has designed furniture for MUJI, Tadao Ando has also designed furniture and interior decorations, and Wang Shu has designed several styles of signage for buildings.

"Indeed, it complements the style of our Xiangshan Hotel very well!" Zou Liwei was not someone like Chen Zhonghu, who had no sense of art. He could see the subtlety of this design with just a few glances. "I believe Mr. Bei will be very satisfied when he sees it!"

"I'll have someone get started on it right away, and you'll be able to use it in a little while!" It's not difficult to make these signs, Zhou Liwei put away the drawings and immediately went to prepare.

Lin rested in the forest building for a while, then went downstairs to have a meal with Hu Zhongping and others. When they entered the restaurant, everyone was a bit shocked, "Wow, this place feels much more stylish than Lao Mo and Xin Qiao!"

The layout and courtyard of the restaurant are very well designed. The wall decorations and furniture styles combine the essence of Chinese classical style and modernism. Through different windows, you can also see different views. This new experience has opened the eyes of several teachers.

"Eating in a place like this, regardless of the food, just sitting here is a kind of enjoyment!" Li Qingxi couldn't help but exclaim.
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After finishing our meal, we went to experience a game of bowling. The sport first entered China in 1870 when British merchants built the Zhifu Club on the scenic Yantai Mountain, where they set up the first bowling alley in China. Subsequently, this sport gradually spread to various cities with a high concentration of foreigners.

After the establishment of New China, except for a few areas, most of the bowling alleys were transformed for other uses. It wasn't until the reform and opening up that some cities began to try to build this kind of entertainment facility. This year, the Jinjiang Hotel in Shanghai has built six lanes, and the Xiangshan Hotel's bowling alley can be considered one of the first in Beijing.

The threshold for this sport is quite high, mainly reflected in the equipment. A Benster or AMF bowling equipment costs about 100,000 RMB, plus other supporting facilities, as well as maintenance and later upkeep. If you want to make money, the fee for a game needs to be at least 15 RMB. Now an ordinary worker earns only a few dozen RMB a month. Even if you charge at cost, you can only play three or four games a month after working hard.

A game of bowling typically takes about 7-10 minutes to complete. Bowling alleys also do not charge only the cost price, and players often have to spend on drinks and other things while playing. As a result, the overall cost is higher, thus initially targeting people with a certain spending ability.

This happens to coincide perfectly with the target customer base of the Xiangshan Hotel. Without money, you wouldn't be willing to come here to play! And after several years of development, there are more and more people who have money now. Even though they have money, the consumption level in Beijing has not caught up. They can only go to old places like Lao Mo, Xin Qiao, and so on for consumption.

But visiting these places too often will definitely feel boring, so new entertainment projects and venues are needed to fill the market gap, and the appearance of Xiangshan Hotel is just right.

Originally, Gu Weimin's positioning for the Xiangshan Hotel was as a government reception and conference hotel, taking into account the hotel's remote location and the concern about the lack of customers. At the same time, Beijing also lacks this type of hotel now, so this train of thought is still relatively correct, but it does not affect Lin Lou's plan.

When there are official receptions and conference tasks, you can temporarily suspend receiving other guests, and then conduct ordinary business during your free time. In fact, doing so can even make the newly wealthy people more eager to come here. Aggressive marketing is a good tactic. The harder it is to enter a place, the more these wealthy people want to come.

Play happily for a while, wash up on the side, then comfortably do a massage. After that, Lin Lou returned to the room early to rest. As for the teachers, whether they went to sleep directly or did something quickly after going back, he didn't know. It was just that the next day when they had breakfast, their spirits didn't seem to be very good, especially Li Qingxi.

The hotel's buffet breakfast also made them feel particularly novel. Hu Zhongping muttered, "If I were staying here, I might as well go hungry at night and eat a full meal the next morning! And specifically pick out the meat to eat!"

Hehe, do you still have the energy to work for the public without having dinner at night? Looking at how well-nourished Teacher Qu looked, you must have worked hard last night, right? Lin thought to himself.

After breakfast, Lin Lou took out his tools and started drawing, while the camera was given to Li Qingxi to help take photos for a few teachers. It's a rare occasion, and it would be a pity not to take some photos; even though there isn't WeChat Moments yet, the photos can be shown off to relatives and friends.

After circling around and taking photos, a few of the teachers, who had a background in architecture, instinctively sat down together and began discussing the design of the Fragrant Hill Hotel. "I think the design of the Fragrant Hill Hotel combines the advantages of modern technology and traditional culture, pioneering a new architectural style for the Chinese people and marking the direction for the nationalization of Chinese architectural creation," said one of them.

"The scope is too broad. I think it's better to be more conservative and describe it as a method of nationalizing architectural creation." Li Qingxi argued enthusiastically with Hu Zhongping.

"No, no, in my opinion, Mr. Bei's design is consistent with the current international trend of postmodern architecture. Postmodern architecture emphasizes historicism and local context, and it's evident that the Fragrant Hills Hotel is influenced by this trend," Xu Jiaping also joined in, turning the hotel's garden into an academic salon.

"Forget about anything else, it's definite that the local cultural context doesn't match. The overall style of the Fragrant Hill Hotel leans towards the Suzhou-style residential buildings, which is different from the prevalent northern-style residences in Beijing! Mr. Bei's design is much more influenced by his personal experiences than by the local cultural context of Fragrant Hill!" Everyone discussed passionately, as if they were in the courtyard.

"Beijing does have Suzhou-style gardens. Among Beijing's gardens, there are many with obvious Suzhou garden styles. Yuyuan Garden in Beijing is a Suzhou-style garden, isn't it? Beijing has been the capital of China for hundreds of years, and its architectural style is not a single style, but a fusion of the essence of architecture from various places!" This is related to Li Qingxi's expertise.

"I think these are all secondary. The most important thing is that Mr. Bei has pioneered something for us and brought us some new things. These new things have allowed us to understand the views of the world's top architects on China. Mr. Bei has a deep connection with China. He has brought us a modern-style Chinese architecture, which has had a huge impact on the Chinese architectural industry!"

"He told us that modern architecture can be designed in this way, achieving a blend of modernity and Chinese tradition. He told us that modern architecture is not just skyscrapers, not just reinforced concrete, glass curtain walls - this is the most important part!"

"Although there have been some examples of fusion of Chinese and Western architecture in Beijing since the 1930s, the combination of large roofs, palace architecture, and modern functionality only scratched the surface, without delving deeper. Mr. Bei's exploration is undoubtedly more profound!"

"Anyway, shouldn't there be a definition for this completely new and different architectural form? I still insist on my opinion that this is an embodiment of the sinicization of modern architecture!"

"This definition is still a bit vague and not accurate enough; I think it can be called postmodern Chinese ethnic architecture!" The discussion returned to the original topic, and everyone was constantly debating how to define this novel architectural style, and no one could persuade anyone else!

"I think we can define it using a different concept!" Linlou had just finished a hand-drawn artwork and eagerly joined their discussion, "What do you think of the concept of local design?"
Chapter 299 Concept

"Local design?" Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi and others pondered over this term, with vague impressions floating in their minds. It seemed like they had grasped something, but they weren't quite clear. "Can you elaborate more? What exactly does local design entail?"

"If we just use the combination of postmodernism and Chinese architecture, or ethnic style to define the project of Xiangshan Hotel, it seems a bit narrow," Lin explained, "because Xiangshan Hotel not only integrates modern and Chinese architecture, but also integrates architecture with the surrounding environment!"

This is a concept proposed by Academician Cui Kai. Linlou believes that this concept is very suitable for the Xiangshan Hotel project, so he explained, "When we are working on projects in urban areas, we need to consider the coordination between architecture and the existing city. We also need to focus on improving urban public spaces."

"Just like the courtyard you previously designed? It didn't seem like much when it was in the suburbs, but if it were placed in the old city area, it would blend in well with the surroundings!" Xu Jiaping immediately thought of the courtyard project that Linlou had done before.

"Don't interrupt! Keep listening to Xiaolou!" Li Qingxi and others wanted to hear the rest of the story.

"Designing in a natural environment requires protecting the environment as much as possible and integrating the buildings into the scenery. For projects located near historical relics, it is crucial to uphold a proper cultural attitude, respect the precious relics, and maintain a humble and low-key approach to avoid making mistakes. Xiangshan Hotel has done a great job in achieving this."

"For this project, we spent a lot of money transplanting many trees and, at the same time, have carefully preserved the old site of Xulangzhai, without simply erasing these valuable natural and historical cultural assets for the sake of convenience in design and construction!"

"In areas with a strong traditional cultural atmosphere, we need to carefully study the local cultural background knowledge and try to create architecture using their familiar cultural language!" Academician Cui originally said this about the western minority ethnic areas, and Lin Lou expanded this range a bit.

Because it is not only these regions that need local style projects, other places also have their own cultural heritage; for example, the museum designed by Ieoh Ming Pei in the Middle East and the Al Wakrah Stadium in Doha, Qatar, designed by Zaha Hadid for the World Cup, are examples of such architecture.

Of course, when getting familiar with the local cultural background, it's important to be more careful to avoid unnecessary trouble. The inflated lip-like structure at the top of Zaha's Al Wakrah Stadium and the central ovoid opening were inspired by the local Arab dhow boats, but many critics have accused this design of bearing a striking resemblance to the female genitalia.

Zaha is very angry about this, "These ridiculous claims are deliberately difficult, according to their logic, anything with holes can be called **, which is obviously ridiculous." However, this does not reduce the criticism she has received.

"So the two characters of 'local' in indigenous design not only refer to the local architectural style. If translated into English, perhaps 'Land-based Rationalism' would be a more appropriate explanation!" This was the translation provided by Professor Zhu Jianfei, a close friend of Academician Cui, while lecturing to visiting students from the University of Melbourne.

"This concept is somewhat similar to the New Regionalism represented by Alvaro Siza, but it also has some differences!" Due to their previous work on "History of Modern Architecture in Foreign Countries", everyone present was very familiar with foreign architectural concepts and immediately found a similar concept from it.

Neo-regionalism refers to the absorption of local, ethnic, or folk styles in architecture, so that modern architecture reflects specific local characteristics. As a rich contemporary creative tendency or school, it actually originates from traditional regionalism or localism, and is a dialect or folk style in architecture.

However, new regionalism does not equate to the imitation or reconstruction of traditional local architecture. It is still a part of modern architecture, adhering to modern standards and functional requirements in terms of both function and structure. It simply partially incorporates traditional elements in its form, which is very similar to the last point raised by Lin Lou.

The early architectural works of Siza demonstrates a keen exploration of forms inspired by "locality" and "native soil," and is dedicated to interpreting Portuguese tradition with modern techniques.

"It is local design, not local architecture. This concept emphasizes the position of design, rather than specifically indicating a certain type of architecture as local. In fact, starting from a local perspective, diverse and colorful architecture can be designed. For example, emphasizing the relationship between architecture and urban history can produce contextual architecture; hoping for architecture to blend into the natural landscape can result in landscape architecture... Local design should be an open system and does not emphasize a particular style."

“The construction of cities in foreign countries has gradually begun to show a trend of uniformity, with modernist international architecture prevalent in New York, Paris, and London. When we look at the photos of these cities, it is difficult to distinguish which city it is without some familiar landmark buildings.”

"In terms of architectural technology, this is because with the development of industrialization, modern architectural technology has made it possible to minimize the impact of local climate on the living environment, allowing people from around the world to live in buildings with generally similar facades!"

Agricultural societies cannot achieve this, so in the long rainy season in the Jiangnan region, roofs are designed to be steep for drainage; while in the dry northwest region, roofs are made flat because they do not need to worry about this issue and can also use the flat roofs to dry crops.

In the industrial society, the difference between the buildings in Suzhou and those in Kashgar is not significant, because the development of modern technology has minimized the impact of rainfall, drought, and heat.

"In fact, it's the same in China. Although China is not as developed as Western countries, you can see the consistent Suzhou-style architecture in any city you travel to for business. When the economic conditions improve in the future, modern buildings will definitely be everywhere! This utilitarian mindset is widespread and difficult to change," sighed Hu Zhongping.

“These widely promoted and replicated buildings may be mediocre, but they are extremely compliant with commercial operation rules in terms of design difficulty and construction cost! After all, it's not possible to have so many architects providing creative design drawings for every new building, let alone the additional construction costs incurred by such creative designs.”

So despite the constant complaints in the architectural world, the trend of uniformity remains unstoppable. However, this does not mean that architects cannot do anything.
Chapter 300 Ceremony

The impression of "one-sidedness" on a city often refers to "ordinary buildings in the city," especially the "modern buildings" that occupy large areas. This is indeed a problem, not only in China, but also all over the world.

Classical tunes of the streets, if not mentioned where it is, it's really hard to tell where it is; in fact, neoclassicism is the origin of urban homogenization: with classical elements such as columns, pediments, and so on, the buildings created in London, Rome, and Paris all look the same, which is far more uniform than modernism.

Given the current technological conditions, the requirement for every residential area in all cities to have the same level of distinctiveness as the core area seems a bit demanding. Even in China, where the per capita income is still quite low, let alone the Middle Eastern tycoons, it may not be achievable.

In modern times, some iconic cities in the country, such as Bagua City in Tekes, Pingyao Ancient City, Xunyang Taiji City, and so on, are relatively economically backward areas, or towns specially preserved and rebuilt for the purpose of developing the tourism industry. In contrast, cities with better economic conditions are filled with modern-style high-rise buildings.

This is determined by the development of the times, and cannot be changed solely by the efforts of architects. It is also important to avoid a uniform pattern, except for small towns that want to develop tourism. Even those characteristic towns, if they do not show their distinctive buildings, can you tell the difference between Wuzhen, Zhouzhuang, Tongli, or Xitang? Can you discern the difference between Pingshan and Likeng?

Even to the point of having a counterproductive effect, making a city different does not necessarily mean it is a good city. The most popular residential and office building styles have stood the test of time, achieving a balance between functionality and economy.

Intentionally building too many "odd" buildings is all about pursuing visual "uniqueness," which leads to neglecting many essential tasks and failing to achieve high quality. As a result, uniqueness turns into weirdness. Therefore, specific regulations have been issued to avoid the appearance of bizarre buildings as much as possible in the future.

In the future, the concept of "one city, nine towns" aims to give each small town a different appearance, adding styles such as English, Italian, German, and Nordic to create diversity. However, this approach clearly goes against the cultural values of the region and the development laws of the city itself. It is not worth emulating, and at the same time, it also loses the historical and cultural characteristics of the local area.

Almost all deliberate pursuits of a "unique urban appearance" end in failure because the leading party does not treat the city as a entity with its own laws of development.

"When we are doing regular projects, we can integrate cost-effectiveness and practicality to choose the most suitable conventional solution to meet practical needs. However, for projects with less strict economic requirements, we can consider integrating local elements to create iconic buildings with local cultural characteristics! Just like the Eiffel Tower in Paris and the Empire State Building in New York!"

"We now distinguish these cities primarily by their iconic buildings, don't we? When we look at present-day Beijing, we see the Forbidden City and the Monument to the People's Heroes, but in the future, it will be replaced by the Bird's Nest, the Water Cube, and even the Big Shorts."

Avoiding the appearance of identical buildings in every city is beneficial for architects, especially those with ambition, as it provides them with many opportunities to unleash their imagination. However, from the perspective of urban development, it may not be appropriate. Choosing a small number of iconic buildings becomes a balanced point for both.

"Having said that, I do feel that this concept is indeed broader than the scope of the New Regionalism and is more in line with the development needs of the times!" Several teachers carefully pondered Lin's argument.

No matter what kind of art it is, as long as it involves ideas, it will sound a bit mysterious, but the development of art cannot do without these ideas; if one is only content with making a living from it, then these ideas may not matter.

But as long as one achieves something, even leaving one's name in the history of this art, one cannot avoid discussing one's ideas, and even promoting one's own ideas. The concept proposed by Linlou now originates from the reflection of later generations of Chinese architects on the long-term development of China. At the same time, it also incorporates his own thoughts, combined with the current contemporary context, it is still very meaningful.

"We have become infatuated with foreign architecture, particularly from Europe and America, and blindly pursuing it may not be quite suitable. Mr. Bei's Xiangshan Hotel has opened a new window for us, and the concept you have proposed has shown us a hazy path forward!"

"Write these thoughts into an article! This article is much more important than those you wrote before! Previously, your thinking was simply limited to a certain building, but now your thoughts have expanded to the future direction of Chinese architecture!" suggested Li Qingxi.

"Yeah, we can include the Fragrant Hills Hotel and the courtyard house in the article as an example," Hu Zhongping and others also felt that this was a topic worth researching.

"Perhaps what you have to show now is not mature enough, but it's okay. Any theory starts as a sprout and gradually grows into a towering tree. Right now, we can only present a few examples, but as long as this idea spreads and is acknowledged by more people, similar buildings will increase in number! In a few decades, you might just become the founding ancestor of this architectural style!" At this point, everyone's eyes were filled with envy. This is much more meaningful than designing a few classic buildings.

Why is the position of Ieoh Ming Pei in architectural history not as prominent as that of Le Corbusier and others? One important reason is that Le Corbusier and others not only left behind classic buildings, but also made outstanding achievements in architectural theory; while Pei may not have fewer classic buildings than them, he lags behind in theoretical contributions.

"I'll go back and try to write it out!" Originally, Lin Lou felt it was a bit early to start discussing his ideas now. However, hearing them say that, he did feel a bit moved. Even if he is questioned, he is not afraid. He will just use a brand new building to fight back.

Kobzije, Le Corbusier, Robert Venturi and others were not immediately widely accepted when they first proposed new ideas.

After visiting Xiangshan Hotel, Linlou started working on this article, which was much more difficult than the small essays he had written before.

Time passed unnoticed. By the time the draft of the article was completed, the inauguration ceremony of the Xiangshan Hotel was also approaching, and Ieoh Ming Pei had rushed back from France.

Lin Lou can only put down his current work and run around with Bei Yuming, busy for the successful hosting of this ceremony.
Chapter 301 The Great China

The day before the ceremony, Lin Lou, I.M. Pei, Lu Shuhua, and others carefully inspected every corner of the Xiangshan Hotel, inside and out, leaving no leaf unturned. In the words of I.M. Pei, "This is my child, I want to dress her in the most beautiful clothes!"

Lin Lou understands this approach very well. When the courtyard was completed, he had the same feeling. For an architect, every building they design is truly like a child. In the future, when the Shanghai Communist Youth League Committee Office Building and the Linzhou University Library are completed, he will definitely feel the same way.

Zhao Wuji's painting has been brought over and placed in the Changchun Hall. It complements the walls, carpets, and ceiling, creating a harmonious blend. Standing in front of this large abstract painting, people can feel a strong visual impact.

The large carpet laid in the middle of the Four Seasons Hall is called the "Ice Crack Carpet". The ice crack pattern was originally used on porcelain and is rare to be used on carpets.

Mr. I. M. Pei once traveled to France before designing the Fragrant Hills Hotel. He saw a hand-woven carpet from the Ming Dynasty period with a crackled ice pattern in an antique shop in Paris and was very fond of it, but unfortunately it had already been reserved by someone else.

After negotiation with the buyer, Mr. Bei agreed to shoot and use this pattern. When building the Xiangshan Hotel, he customized this ice crack pattern carpet, which was manually made and enlarged 100 times, symbolizing supreme excellence, and the ice crack pattern was also used in other decorations of the Xiangshan Hotel.

There are 96 ancient trees in the courtyard, the most famous of which is the "Meeting Pine". The "Meeting Pine" has a large canopy, shaped like a yellow parasol; it is named because ***comrades once met General Fu Zuoyi under this tree to discuss matters related to the peaceful liberation of Beiping. There is a white jade stone table, stone benches, and a stone monument under the tree to commemorate the event.

In the courtyard, not far from the waterfall, stands a "Feiyun Stone". The Feiyun Stone is taken from the Stone Forest in Yunnan, and is intended to emulate the meaning of the Flying Stone from Mount Huangshan, hence the name Feiyun Stone.

The above four items are the four unique features of Xiangshan Hotel. In addition to these, there are also "Qushui Liushang" and other eighteen scenic spots. Walking in the courtyard, every step presents a new scene, which is full of the charm of classical Chinese gardens.

"It's not easy. This project is finally completed, and it's done so well! To be honest, when I first received this project, I never thought it could be done to this extent," said Bei Yuming, also feeling emotional.

"If we had followed my original plan for construction, the results would have been completely different. It's so much better now," Pei Yueming said, turning to look at Lin Lou. "Xiao Lin, this is all thanks to you! If it weren't for your help in revising the plan and keeping a close eye on the construction site, Xiangshan Hotel would definitely not be as beautiful as it is now!"

"Mr. Bei, you are being too polite. I'm just offering some peripheral insights," Lin Lou responded with a smile. Even those future concepts largely originate from the Xiumei Art Museum and the new building of the Suzhou Museum, both of which are also works of I.M. Pei.

"After seeing this, I can finally have a good night's sleep tonight!" Originally, I.M. Pei thought he would have a busy evening, but after seeing it, he found that even the toilet had been cleaned spotlessly. So he completely relaxed and waited only for the beginning of the ceremony tomorrow.

"Tomorrow will be another busy day! You really should rest early!" Lin Lou temporarily didn't mention the matter of the article. Bei Yuming's mind is now entirely focused on the ceremony. He has no intention to chat about this with him. It's better to wait until after the ceremony ends and then find time to talk slowly.

“Alright, I'll head back first. Xiaolin, you should go to bed early too. Don't stay up late just because you're young. Take care of your health, so you can produce more outstanding works in the future.” Pei Yu Ming nodded and went back to the room with Lu Shuhua. Linlou also returned to his own room and soon entered into a dream.

Before 5 o'clock in the morning, Manager Lin had already gotten up, but Manager Zou got up even earlier and was conducting the final inspection with the restaurant staff. This ceremony was also a test for them.

The venue for the ceremony has been fully set up, with red banners, a main stage filled with flower baskets, a microphone wrapped in red cloth, a podium adorned with flowers, and neatly arranged nameplate tables.

Before long, Ieoh Ming Pei also came out. Without bothering to have breakfast, he took another stroll in the yard, and waited for Gu Weimin and Liu Tong to join him before they had a meal together in the dining hall.

"Although I have been here many times, there are always new discoveries and surprises each time. Even the leader was very satisfied when they came last time." Gu Weimin also felt deeply moved. After working hard for so long, the project has finally been completed, and he has submitted a satisfactory answer.

"Beijing has added another tourist attraction in the future!" Liu Tong said, following the lead. The leaders of the city agreed to come and visit in advance, and were also very satisfied.

It can be anticipated that they will successfully complete this task and will certainly receive commendation from their superiors, and maybe even a promotion soon.

After breakfast, everyone waited at the entrance of Xiangshan Hotel. Officials from the State Council, Beijing, the construction industry, foreign affairs departments, and foreign guests arrived one after another. Ieoh Ming Pei, Gu Weimin, and others warmly welcomed them, exchanged greetings, and then the hotel staff took them to the lounge to rest.

Half an hour before the ceremony began, all the guests had arrived. They spent some time in the rest area before heading to their seats at the ceremony venue fifteen minutes early. As one of the creators of the project, Lin also managed to secure a relatively prominent position. He sat among several senior figures in the architecture industry and some officials.

They chatted enthusiastically about the project before the ceremony began. "In terms of style, Mr. Bei's project has some postmodernist meaning. It combines the style of modernist architecture with the essence of Chinese local architecture."

"By simplifying the elaborate decorations of traditional Chinese architecture, it reveals an intention for modern architecture. It is indeed worth learning from this innovative approach!" Most of them have an appreciative attitude towards this project.

And those officials had different reactions. Some thought the project was very beautiful, while others disagreed. "It's good, but it's a bit far from the downtown area. It would be inconvenient to travel back and forth for meetings, right?"

"Wasn't Mr. Bei supposed to be a famous American architect? I thought he would create a modern building, but I didn't expect it to look so Chinese!" The official shook his head as he spoke.

"Oh? Is being too Chinese not good?" Lin Lou asked, turning his head.
Chapter 302 Controversy

"I think inviting Mr. Bei, a world-class architect, should set a modern benchmark for Chinese architecture and serve as a symbol of China's reform, opening up, and pursuit of modernization. But the appearance of the Xiangshan Hotel seems to be a far cry from my expectations!" the official frowned and said.

Lin Lou nodded, as if he understood his thoughts. In the 1980s, when China had just opened its doors and the domestic economy was still very underdeveloped, in the eyes of many Chinese, everything foreign was superior while our own things were considered backward. He originally expected to see a purely modern building, but didn't expect that what Ieoh Ming Pei presented was a building with a strong Chinese flavor. As a result, he involuntarily associated it with being backward.

I feel that this building cannot be considered as a model of modernization, let alone a symbol of China's reform and opening up and pursuit of modernization. I naturally feel disappointed in my heart.

If it were in the era when Lin Lou traveled through time, it would definitely be different. China's rapidly developing economy has gradually instilled confidence in people. The increasing number of girls wearing Hanfu on the streets and the rising Chinese-style real estate projects symbolize this trend. If a Chinese-style iconic building were to be constructed in a certain place, the leaders would be happy beyond measure, and there would be no such question raised.

However, people are limited by the times. If you emphasize the cultural heritage and value of Chinese architecture to him, he probably will find it difficult to accept. So Lin Lou took a different approach, "In fact, in the international architectural community, especially in the field of architecture in Europe and America, the kind of purely modern architecture you just mentioned is already outdated!"

Since you believe that the West is advanced, I will persuade you using Western theories. "By the end of the 1960s, modernist architecture had monopolized the European and American architectural world for 30 years. The world's architecture was increasingly tending towards uniformity, local and national characteristics were gradually fading, and the appearance of buildings and cities became more and more rigid, increasingly homogenous."

"Many architects have proposed new ideas, advocating the use of historical architectural elements and local culture to endow modern architecture with aesthetics and entertainment. Mr. Bei's design for this building exactly conforms to this theory, integrating Chinese architectural culture with modern architecture. The style of this building should be at the forefront internationally."

"Is this type of architecture still advanced?" The official felt like his brain was not enough, and his frowned tighter, "Isn't modern architecture good?"

"I'll give you an example! There is a famous Japanese-American architect named Minoru Yamasaki in the United States. He once participated in the design of the Empire State Building, and later worked on the design of the World Trade Center in New York. This project is now the tallest building in New York and a symbol of the American financial center." Uh, the two buildings that were destroyed in 2001.

"Um, I've heard of these two projects. In fact, in my opinion, the kind of architecture Mr. Bei has brought to China is the best." These two projects are so famous that he knows them as soon as their names are mentioned.

In addition to these two projects, Mr. Yamazaki has also completed another very famous project, the Pruitt-Igoe residential complex, located in the city of St. Louis in the United States. He used completely modern techniques, with concrete, steel, and glass as the center materials to build a nine-storey building complex!

"After completion, the residents of St. Louis were unwilling to move in because they felt that the building complex was too impersonal, living inside felt like being in prison! For over a decade, the occupancy rate of this building complex has never exceeded one-third, making it difficult for the city government to maintain. They had no choice but to demolish the building complex. This event also signifies the decline of modernist architecture."

This is an important juncture in architectural history, marking the end of modernism and the birth of postmodernism.

"Such a good building was bombed like this?" The official found it hard to accept. If a few buildings like this were built in present-day Beijing, the people would be fighting to move in, wouldn't they?

"The United States is more developed than us. The people in the United States have basically solved the problem of whether they have a place to live, and they are now seeking better living conditions. So, such buildings are definitely not meeting the demand!"

It seems like he's slowly starting to understand. Lin changed to a way that he could understand better, "It's just like when we liberated the whole of China back then. We didn't completely copy the Soviet Union's path, but instead combined universal truths with China's specific reality and walked our own path. The same goes for the architecture industry. China's modern architecture is definitely different from that of the United States!"

The leader immediately stopped speaking. He understood Lin's meaning and couldn't argue back. He couldn't say that China's modernization process should be the same as the United States', which wouldn't be appropriate.

"Xiao Lin, your idea is quite interesting! Do you plan to write it into an article?" The surrounding officials were a bit confused, but the representatives from the architectural industry understood.

"I am currently writing, almost finished, planning to ask Mr. Bei for advice after the ceremony and then make some revisions before sending it out." Linlou nodded and said, "Anyway, it will have to be sent out sooner or later, so I might as well get some feedback in advance!"

"I will definitely study it carefully by then!" They have all seen Lin's building materials and greatly admire his accumulation in architectural theory, looking forward to seeing new articles.

They wanted to chat for a while longer, but the ceremony had already officially begun. Ieoh Ming Pei and several leaders as well as other guests took the stage to speak, and even a few foreign guests came up to praise the Xiangshan Hotel.

After hearing the praise from these foreign guests, the official next to the Lin building became even more confused. Why do these foreigners and people in the architecture industry think this building is good, but I can't see it?

The day after the ceremony, Linlou took the article to find Pei Yu Ming, asking him for some corrections, and Pei Yu Ming affirmed his exploration and also gave his own opinions.

Lin Lou made modifications and adjustments according to these opinions, making the article more in line with the current situation in China, and then asked Commissioner Wu to review it before submitting it to the "Architect" magazine.

At this time, the news of the completion of the Xiangshan Hotel slowly spread, triggering a heated debate. Most people in the architecture community appreciated this project, but others, like the official next to Linlou, felt that the building was too Chinese, very different from their expectations of modern architecture!

The media is also becoming increasingly confused, so is this a good thing or a bad thing, what should we promote?
Chapter 303: There is a way

The controversy over the Xiangshan Hotel mainly revolves around two aspects. Firstly, as the country has just begun the construction of the "Four Modernizations," people tend to favor high-rise buildings similar to those in the United States and Western Europe. When inviting I.M. Pei, the government initially wanted him to create a building of this nature. However, he chose to design the Xiangshan Hotel, a more avant-garde architectural style that is difficult for the current population to understand compared to high-rise buildings.

The second issue is the cost. Ieoh Ming Pei was so eager to dedicate a classic building to his motherland that he paid great attention to details. Meticulously aligned blue bricks, cobblestones specially transported from other regions, and Yunyan stone transported from distant Yunnan all incurred huge expenses.

This is still the result of Linlou's intervention. Otherwise, there would be flaws such as logging ancient trees and excessive scale. Now the criticism of Ieoh Ming Pei is definitely even greater.

Fortunately, I.M. Pei has already gone to France, and Chinese people are generally more reserved, so there shouldn't be a situation where French people spit on I.M. Pei after the completion of the Louvre Pyramid.

But the debate in the media is becoming more heated, to the point that relevant authorities have begun to consider whether to cool down this trend and suspend the publication of articles about the Fragrant Hills Hotel.

At this time, Linlou's article was published. He used the Xiangshan Hotel and his own quadrangle courtyard as examples to put forward the concept of localism. As a result, the term "Xiangshan Hotel" became popular again in the architectural community. People began to contemplate the ideas put forward in Linlou's article and re-evaluate the Xiangshan Hotel in light of these ideas.

The application of indigenous design concepts in the Fragrant Hills Hotel is much clearer than post-modernism and neo-regionalism. This has opened a new window for many young architects, giving them a sense of enlightenment.

Many architects have started writing articles either in support of or criticizing the theories proposed by Lin Lou, causing this article to become even more heated and expanding beyond the architectural community.

The relevant departments have not yet made up their minds to stop the debate about the Fragrant Hills Hotel. Suddenly, such an article emerges, which is like adding fuel to the fire and intensifying the debate.

Some people have started to criticize, saying, "They haven't even learned to walk yet and they want to run?" China hasn't even learned the essence of modernist architecture, and they are already considering new theories beyond modernist architecture?

Some people suddenly realized, "Oh, it's not that the Xiangshan Hotel is not good enough or advanced enough, it's that we don't understand architecture, and we haven't grasped the essence of the master!"

However, the existence of inertia is present in the physical world, and similarly exists in the field of social sciences. People's inherent thinking is always difficult to change. Nowadays, people are obsessed with the towering skyscrapers in European and American countries. It was not easy to invite a world-famous architectural master over, and the result is such a thing? It's really disappointing, isn't it?

They even vent their anger on Lin Building. Oh, just a building, and you try to write articles to praise it, and come up with such a bunch of mysterious things to deceive us? Isn't it a bit too much?

As criticism mounts, Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and others also lost their smiles and began to worry for Linlou. "Xiaolou, the current situation is not favorable for you! After the article in the library of Linzhou University was published, some people have already started contacting us, wanting you to do the design work. But now, they have all disappeared!"

"Yeah, we had agreed over the phone earlier to go and see the project, but there has been no follow-up recently. When I called to ask, they said they had already hired a local design firm, claiming that it was arranged by higher-ups! In my opinion, if the higher-ups really wanted to arrange it, they would have done so already. It's definitely because of this article, they are worried that hiring you to design might cause trouble for themselves!" Xu Jiaping said indignantly.

The projects of the library at Linzhou University and the office building of the Shanghai Youth League Committee are both nearing completion. They are now quite idle and eager to find a new project to continue their exercise. The original projects were almost in hand, but as a result of this matter, all the units that had previously eagerly called them to do the projects have now stood them up.

Nowadays, when these teachers all need project training, the available projects are gone in the blink of an eye. Everyone feels stifled, and if this continues, it's probably going to be difficult to secure projects next semester.

"It's good that we don't have any more projects to worry about. We'll be on winter break soon to celebrate the New Year with our families. If we take on more projects now, we won't even have a good New Year celebration! It's already good enough that we've managed to do two projects this semester. Everyone, don't worry. Let's take a break for a couple of months, and then we can look for opportunities to start new projects after the New Year when school starts again," Lin Lou comforted.

"After the new year, it probably won't be easy to find a resolution! I reckon that this controversy may not be settled even after the new year, and even if it is resolved, those organizations will definitely still have concerns," sighed Li Qingxi.

"Xiaolou, you've also been wronged. From the perspective of architecture, Mr. Bei's design and your theory are not wrong. It's just that our country is developing too slowly, and the common people don't understand these things yet," Xu Jiaping consoled Linlou.

"It's okay, many things are better done sooner rather than later! As for the project, there's no need to worry. Even if no one in the country wants to work with us, we can still participate in international architectural design competitions! My brother has sent me some documents recently, and I'm currently studying which one to participate in!"

"Here, this is a design competition from the United States, this one is from Japan, and there's one from Hong Kong. Well, the prize for the competition in Hong Kong is quite substantial, at $100,000! If we can win first place, the prize money is much more than what we can earn from domestic designs!" Lin Lou distributed the information he received from Lin Qiao during this period to them.

"This is a good idea! Let's participate in a foreign architectural design competition and win an award! Let's see what they can say now!" Hu Zhongping was happy holding the information, no longer worrying about not having any projects to work on.

"Does participating in the competition require going abroad? It's not easy to go abroad now! Will the school agree?" Xu Jiaping was thinking ahead. Going abroad is a big deal now, especially to developed countries like the United States and Japan. There will definitely be people eager to go. What if someone else snatches the opportunity?

"And besides, staying silent and enduring the criticism isn't a solution! It might even affect our ability to participate in overseas competitions! If we continue to carry this controversy, the school probably won't be able to assist us with the procedures for going abroad. Nowadays, those who can go abroad to participate in events are all top-notch, and any weaknesses are unacceptable."

"It's okay, I have a plan. Just enduring criticism without doing anything definitely won't work. I'm going to write a few articles and try to get them published in the media to try to calm down this wave of controversy as soon as possible," Lin calmly said.
Chapter 304: Triumph

"Have you read the newspaper recently? Lin Lou has really gotten into big trouble!" As soon as class ended, Wang Hui leaned in and said to Liu Di, "The newspapers have been criticizing him so much! Let's see if he can still come out unscathed!"

Throughout the entire freshman year, whether it was in-class awards, school-wide recognitions, or even various awards across different schools, Lin Lou's name was always present. From being the excellent student in the department, to the outstanding student in the school, to the outstanding student in the entire Beijing city, Lin Lou swept them all. This inevitably led to jealousy from other classmates.

In addition, Wen Xuan and others followed Lin Lou to intern together. Not only did they have delicious food every day, but their professional skills also improved rapidly, leaving their classmates far behind. Wang Hui and others wanted to join too, but they were too embarrassed to ask. As a result, they became even more resentful. Now that they see Lin Lou encountering trouble, they can't help feeling a bit of schadenfreude.

The corner of Liu Di's mouth also showed a hint of a smile. "When it comes to architectural design, Linlou indeed has the talent. However, in terms of architectural theory, he is still too young!"

After being defeated in the previous national college architectural design competition, and seeing Linlou completing one project after another, Liudi temporarily shelved the idea of competing with Linlou. However, now encountering such a situation, he felt that his opportunity had come again.

He has heard his father talk about some things that happened in the past in the architectural world. Many times, wanting to become an excellent architect is not just about having solid technical skills.

In the past few decades, there have been far too many architects whose promising careers were cut short for various reasons. If Lin Lou were to lose the opportunity to continue designing because of this incident, he could still potentially become the most promising student of this generation.

"Yeah, our department has so many experienced professors, and they have completed numerous projects. When it comes to architectural theory, they are very cautious. How old is he? And how many projects has he done? Yet he dares to talk about theory? It's really a case of biting off more than he can chew!" Isn't it true that the higher you climb, the harder you fall? That's what they say about people like him, right?

"We are currently in the stage of studying the theory of modernist architecture in our country, and we haven't fully grasped modernist architecture yet! Talking about postmodernism, new regionalism? Not to mention proposing our own theories!" Liu Di felt a bit triumphant, as if the mountain pressing on top of her head was finally going to collapse.

However, that article seems to make some sense. It's just a bit premature. If we wait another twenty or thirty years, when modernist architecture has developed to a certain stage in the country, then proposing this kind of theory might be more timely. At that time, would I be able to put forth my own theory?

Should be okay? Liu Di thought to himself with a lack of confidence. He believed that he would definitely become an outstanding architect in the future, but those who can propose theories and be accepted by the architectural community are all masters. Could he become a master architect like Wu Weiyuan and Yang Tingbao? Even as proud as he is, he doesn't have this confidence.

"Hey, Xiangshan Hotel is completed, and there isn't much left to do on the other projects. Why hasn't Linlou come back to class yet? Is he afraid that we'll make fun of him and deliberately hiding?" As he spoke, Wang Hui felt a little regretful again. He couldn't see Lin Lou's dejected look in person, as if something was missing.

If I encountered such a situation, I definitely wouldn't want to see anyone. Liu Di nodded slightly, acknowledging Wang Hui's statement. However, he oversimplified things. Even if you hide now, you can't avoid it when school starts next semester, can you?

"Shall we go and take a look?" Wang Hui pointed in the direction of the school gate. "Look, Wenxuan, Xu Yingxue, they are all prepared to go over. It's definitely to comfort Linlou. We are in the same class, so it's normal to go and comfort our classmates when something happens, and try to help find a solution."

With that said, Liudi was somewhat tempted. He had been suppressed by Linlou for too long. Now that he had finally gotten lucky, he definitely wanted to go take a look.

He still wants to be more reserved than Wang Hui, so he hesitated and said, "Isn't this not good? We don't have much of a relationship on weekdays. If we just pass by like this, people will definitely misunderstand!"

"Hey, so many people have gone over there, but there aren't many of us! Look, Zhang Xiaomeng has also gone over, she has never been to that 林楼 before, let's just follow along!" Wang Hui said as he quickly caught up.

Liudi couldn't help but make a concerned expression and walked to Wenxuan's side, "Monitor, are you going to the Lin building? Is he doing okay recently?"

"Squad leader, I have to say, what's written in this newspaper is really outrageous. What do those people know about architecture? Do they have the qualifications to speak?" Wang Hui heckled from the side.

"Hmm, I came to help with a little something; Xiaolou is doing fine, nothing to worry about!" Wenxuan felt a bit unhappy. They never came to visit on ordinary days, but now that something happened, they all rushed over. He didn't feel right about sending them away, so he could only let Wang Hui and Liu Di follow along.

Good fart! You've been scolded like that, how can it be good there! You're just being stubborn! When we get to the courtyard later, I'll see what expression is on his face! Wang Hui thought to himself.

He remained calm and composed, "That's good, that's good. In my opinion, it's not worth getting angry for these people! It's good as long as Linlou can be open-minded!"

Xiao Lou is not really angry! The words were on the tip of his tongue, but Wenxuan thought better of it and held them back. Anyway, no matter what I say now, you won't believe it, so just wait and see for yourselves when we get inside the courtyard!

See, as expected, he didn't say anything. I knew things couldn't be that simple. With such pressure, how could a student like him handle it? But Wang Hui interpreted Wenxuan's reaction as a sign of guilt, and was just waiting to watch the show.

The team gradually fell silent. After a while, Xuying Xue began to feel a little awkward and started to look for a topic, "Wenxuan, you'll soon have to start organizing the train tickets to go home, right? Will Xing Ruhua and Ma Yong still book their own tickets as they did last year?"

"Well, they don't need to worry. Even if they can't go back, it's not their turn!" Wenxuan was a little envious. I also want that kind of documentation, so I can go on vacation and travel everywhere.

When it comes to the winter vacation, Wang Hui and Liu Di are even more excited. I guess Lin Lou will not have a good New Year's. When he tells his parents about this, they will definitely be worried, right? No, with all the commotion, maybe his parents already know!

Unconsciously, they arrived at the entrance of the quadrangle. Wen Xuansi pushed the door and entered, with Wang Hui and Liu Di following closely behind. Involuntarily, he began to imagine Lin Lou's dejected expression.

"Hahaha!" But as soon as I walked in, I heard a hearty laughter.

What's going on? How can he still laugh?
Chapter 305: Foreign Reports

"Once these articles are published, I guess this debate will come to an end!" Wang Hui heard it clearly. This was the laughter of Hu Zhongping, who was looking over the shoulder of Wen Xuansi, holding a newspaper and laughing heartily.

"Yeah, those readers don't believe our articles, but they should at least believe the conclusions in here!" Li Qingxi held a newspaper in his hand, his face relaxed.

What kind of newspaper is this? Whose articles are published in it that gives them so much confidence? Could it be that Commissioner Wu has expressed support for them in his article? But even if it's Commissioner Wu, it wouldn't be enough, right? Architectural professionals will definitely read and believe in Commissioner Wu's articles, but now it's not just a matter for the architectural industry.

Moreover, the architectural community has always held Mr. Bei's designs in high regard! Now the task is to explain to the general public, how much influence can Mr. Wu have outside the architecture industry? Are they happy a little too early?

"Mr. Hu, Mr. Li, what kind of article is it? Oh, is it the one that Xiaolou mentioned before? There's already an article so soon?" Wenxuan seemed to realize something!

"Yeah, the postman just delivered it this morning. We underestimated Mr. Bei's influence. We didn't expect that even The New York Times has specially reported on the news of Xiangshan Hotel! And they even gave high praise! Look at what they wrote!"

"The last modernist architectural master in the United States has begun to attempt postmodernism, and has shown us a delicately artistic masterpiece full of oriental charm. The completion of the Xiangshan Hotel has greatly shaken the American architectural world, allowing us to appreciate a unique beauty. Mr. I.M. Pei's genius has once again conquered us!"

Mr. Pei Yuming abandoned the abstract language of modernism and learned from various phenomena in daily life. He replaced the functionalist planning and design theory of modernism with an inclusive principle, seeking inspiration from historical forms and perfectly balancing the tension between modernity and tradition in the Western modernization model.

"Additionally, according to sources within the American Institute of Architects, the Xiangshan Hotel project has been shortlisted as a candidate for the 1982 AIA Honor Awards. Several judges have privately expressed admiration for the project, referring to it as an epitome of postmodern architecture. It seems Mr. Bei is poised to receive the award once again!"

"The Washington Post also published a column, written by Professor Brandon Stark from the Harvard University School of Architecture," Before Hu Zhongping could finish, Li Qingxi eagerly started reading the newspaper in his hand.

Professor Brendan Stark believes that Chinese architects in the Enlightenment period have no awareness of what modernization entails and the potential significance it holds. The flaws of the Western model of modern architecture have been proven, and it would be a disaster if Chinese architects simply mimic Western urban and architectural styles.

"Mr. Pei's attempt has provided China with a successful case of combining national architectural form with modern techniques, allowing the ancient Eastern architectural language to shine with new charm in a modern context!"

"Listen to this article from the Los Angeles Chronicle. On the day of the completion ceremony, Mr. Heng Anshi, the U.S. ambassador to China, was completely enthralled by the great art created by Mr. Pei Ruiming. Representatives from other countries also spared no compliments."

"Not only American newspapers, but also France's Figaro newspaper. The newspaper said, seeing Mr. Bei being able to fluently utilize the ancient language of Eastern architecture, then Mr. Bei must also be able to grasp the essence of the history of the Louvre, and present to us a great architectural work!" Lin Qiao collected for Linlou is not just English newspapers."

His French proficiency has improved rapidly this semester, and reading such articles is no longer difficult for him! However, when he read up to this point, he couldn't help but laugh a little. When Mr. Bei's design plan is announced, the French people will definitely be surprised. It is completely different from what they had expected.

It turns out to be newspapers from the United States and France? And all of them are praising the Xiangshan Hotel? Wang Hui and Liu Di's mood plummeted, Wu Commissioner has little influence outside the architectural world, even if he writes an article to support the Xiangshan Hotel, it will not help alleviate the current plight of Lin Building. But foreign newspapers are different.

In the minds of the Chinese people today, especially those in developed European and American countries, everything they do is considered good. If they say the Xiangshan Hotel is good, it's more effective than the opinions of a hundred Chinese experts!

Wang Hui and Liu Di do not understand the status of American newspapers, but from the names of The Washington Post and The New York Times, they can also feel that if these two newspapers were placed in China, they would probably at least have the status of the Beijing Daily and the Shanghai Evening News.

Such authoritative media praise the Xiangshan Hotel so much. As long as this information is put in domestic newspapers, it is enough to end the controversy. Those who previously criticized the Xiangshan Hotel will immediately change their stance and start to praise it.

What? You're saying the Xiangshan Hotel is not good? Newspapers from the United States and France have specifically written articles praising it. Do you dare to say that foreign newspapers are wrong? You must be uninformed.

In the original history, the European and American media also praised the Fragrant Hills Hotel greatly. However, due to the limited information exchange at that time, these reports were not transmitted back to the country. As a result, criticism of the Fragrant Hills Hotel outside the architectural circle persisted for a long time. Even the official authorities had to handle the project with caution, and there were few extensive reports on the Fragrant Hills Hotel thereafter.

Now with the addition of Linlou, things have naturally changed. Autec company has also been consistently following the progress of the Xiangshan Hotel project, ready to take the opportunity to promote their CAD software at any time. They have long collected a large number of articles and reports. With a phone call from Linlou, Linqiao immediately arranged to have them sent over.

"Director Gu and Director Liu have been under a lot of pressure lately. I believe they will be very happy to see such articles. Let's quickly translate the general meaning of these articles and I will send them over. We should strive to have them published in important newspapers and magazines as soon as possible." It is true that Linlou has endured some pressure, but compared to the pressure faced by Gu Weimin and Liu Tong, it is nothing to speak of.

They are the main responsible persons for the Fragrant Hill Hotel project. Now that the project has been completed, it has sparked such a big controversy. The common people do not understand, and the leaders also do not understand. Naturally, they have been under tremendous pressure.

Now that they have these newspapers and the recognition from foreign experts, they can finally breathe a sigh of relief.

Several teachers immediately got busy. Hu Zhongping saw Liu Di and said, "Liu Di, I remember your English is good. Come and help translate the article!"
Chapter 306: The Clown Turns Out to Be Myself

Why do I have to follow along? Isn't it comfortable to lie in the dorm and read a book? Liu Di suddenly fell into great misery. He originally wanted to come and see Lin Lou make a fool of himself, but he didn't expect the clown to be myself in the end.

I didn’t see the excitement, and I still have to help with the work at Lin's building. Where is the reason for this! Liu Di instinctively wanted to refuse, "Teacher, I do want to help, but my English level is far from being able to translate foreign news directly. What if you ask me to help with the translation and I make a mistake? Wouldn't that be causing trouble?"

"Hey, it's no big deal. This isn't an official translation. Just come over and take a look at the article, and just summarize the general idea. When the newspaper wants to publish the article, they can find their own translator!" Hu Zhongping waved his hand. This is for Gu Weimin and Liu Tong to look at, just attach a summary of the article.

"Xu Yingxue, this is for you. Wen Xuansi, this is yours. Some of you are not very strong in English, so let's skip for now! Liu Di, come over here quickly, we are just missing you!" Hu Zhongping wasted no time in assigning tasks. Just a moment ago, he was worried that there weren't enough people with a good grasp of English, now someone has arrived, or else they would have to find another person.

"This one is mine!" Linlou took out pen and paper, and started translating the "Feygallo Post" in front of him. He knew what the leader liked to see, so he picked out the sweet-sounding words to translate first.

"You can't understand it even if you show it to others. Besides you, who else in this courtyard understands French? Luckily there's no Japanese newspaper this time, otherwise we would have to ask for help from outside!" Li Qingxi said while translating an article from The Washington Post.

"I'll go and get food for you! One, two, three, four, five..." Ma Yong and several others with poor English, indicated the number of people, and quickly went out to help prepare the meal.

"I'm not hungry, there's no need to feed me!" Liu Di did not want to eat their food, but before he could finish speaking, Ma Yong, Xing Ruhua, and Su Zhongming had already disappeared.

In no time, they came back carrying lunch boxes. "We were lucky today. The canteen actually had braised pork belly. Let's take a break and finish eating before we continue working!"

"I'm not hungry, and besides, I haven't done any work..." Wang Hui instinctively wanted to refuse, but as soon as he smelled the aroma of the braised pork, his hand reached out involuntarily. His family's conditions were average, and he was never hungry on regular days, but the chance to eat meat was rare. Seeing the glistening braised pork in the lunch box, he really couldn't refuse.

"I've bought food portions for everyone. If you don't eat, it will be a waste! Hurry up and eat! The lunch box and chopsticks have just been washed with hot water and are very clean!" Xing Ruhua pushed the lunch box over without saying a word. They often have to entertain guests in the courtyard, so there are plenty of tableware.

It's so delicious! Wang Hui picked up a piece of braised pork with his chopsticks, and he took a bite that left his mouth oily. He was so moved that he almost cried. When was the last time I had meat?

"Hey, why do we have braised pork again? I'm getting a little tired of it. May I give you the braised pork, Mayong, and you can give me the shredded potatoes?" Zheng Weiming handed all the braised pork to Mayong with a look of disgust.

What? Can't believe someone got tired of eating braised pork belly? What are they eating every day? If I knew I could eat meat every day, why would I care about my reputation? I would have come to help a long time ago! Wang Hui started to regret.

I worked for more than an hour, and translated most of the news reports. The teachers and students should also go back to school. Lin Lou then left with these things, and took a taxi to find Gu Weimin and Liu Tong.

When he arrived at Gu Weimin's office building, Lin explained to the security guard, "I'm here to see Director Gu, we had made an appointment earlier."

"What's your name? Show me your ID!" The security guard took Lin's student ID and a strange expression appeared on his face. He had been working here for over ten years and had never seen anyone looking for someone with a student ID before!

I checked the log book and it said, "Oh, Director Gu instructed us that when you arrive, you should go straight in, sign here, then go upstairs to the left, to the third office on the third floor facing south."

"Thank you so much!" Lin Lou said his thanks, then he signed his name and went into the building. This was the first time in his two lives that he had entered such a high-level office building!

Went up to the third floor, found the office and lightly knocked a few times. Hearing Gu Weimin's voice, pushed the door open and saw him sitting behind the desk with a slight frown, indicating that he had also been under a lot of pressure during this time.

I came to deliver the decompression medicine to you today. Lin handed over the newspapers, "Director Gu, these are the foreign media reports I mentioned to you on the phone this morning, including the American newspapers The Washington Post, The New York Times, and The Los Angeles Times, which are known as the three major newspapers in the United States."

He also introduced the background and status of these newspapers, "This is the French newspaper 'Le Figaro'. It is the oldest and most influential newspaper in French history. Its name comes from the famous French play 'The Marriage of Figaro' and is named after the protagonist Figaro. It takes Figaro's famous quote 'If criticism is not free, then praise is meaningless' as its motto."

This phrase has been overused by the media in later years, but it's still fresh right now.

Gu Weimin quickly grabbed the newspaper and said, "Let me see quickly!" If all this was true, the pressure he had been under would be completely relieved.

He had studied Russian before and couldn't read English. However, Linlou had already prepared a summary in Chinese. After quickly scanning the summary, Gu Weimin's frown finally relaxed and he said, "That's great."

"What's so great? Director Gu, is there good news?" Liu Tong also pushed open the door curtain and walked in. He also received a call from Lin Building and came running over, but he was not as fast as Lin Lou's taxi on his bike, so he arrived just now.

"Lao Liu, take a look at the report in the American newspaper. They are praising the Xiangshan Hotel to the skies! They say Mr. Bei has proposed a new approach for the development of modern architecture in China, and even mentioned that the Xiangshan Hotel is likely to receive the prestigious award from the American Institute of Architects next year!" Gu Weimin picked out the most crucial points to tell him.

"By the way, didn't you self-study English for a while? Take a look at these summaries and see if the translations are correct!" He handed all the newspapers to Liu Tong.

"So much content to translate, I can only take a quick look for now!" With a few pleasantries, Liu Tong swiftly skimmed through the Chinese overview.

"Although these translations are only approximate, the general meaning is correct. American newspapers are indeed praising the Xiangshan Hotel! Now with these reports, let's see what those people have to say!"

"Let's go, let's hurry to the newspaper office!" Gu Weimin was too impatient to wait any longer.

Thank you for the tip from 1529583956991863.
Chapter 307 Reversal

In the newspaper office, several editors are discussing in the office of the chief editor, "The recent controversy over Xiangshan Hotel is quite significant. We receive many letters from readers every day. Shouldn't we try to tone it down a bit?"

"Hey, we hired such a master and spent so much money, but ended up with a project like this. It's normal for the ordinary people to not accept it. But you're right, since the restaurant has already been built, there's no point in discussing these things. It's also a way to suppress it." An editor echoed.

"How can you say it's meaningless? Even though the Xiangshan Hotel has been built and cannot be torn down, it can serve as a reminder for other architects not to design such projects in the future, so that the public does not reject them. Isn't that a good thing?" Another person holds a different opinion.

"Okay, okay, stop arguing, the debate about Xiangshan Restaurant has been going on for a while now. It seems that there is already a conclusion based on feedback from various parties. In this situation, it's not quite appropriate to continue taking up valuable space in the paper. Let's all adjust and shift the focus of our reporting to other matters!"

The editor-in-chief made a conclusion, "For example, the transportation of passengers near the Spring Festival, the supply of Spring Festival goods, and so on, are all very meaningful!"

"True, we've been talking for so long, let's change the topic! Since the discussion result about Xiangshan Hotel has been basically determined, let's do as the chief editor said. I'll arrange for people to go to the train station, to the shopping malls and supply and marketing cooperatives in the capital city to take a look!"

In addition to these two items, there are also some social phenomena worthy of further exploration. The minutes of the "National Rural Work Conference" released on New Year's Day pointed out that various responsibility systems, including small-section piecework quota payment, professional contracting for collective production, collective production to labor, contracted production to households and groups, contracted management to households and groups, etc., implemented in rural areas, are all production responsibility systems of the socialist collective economy.

"I want to go to the rural areas around Beijing first and see how they view this matter." Everyone started discussing several hot topics of the moment.

"Chief editor, Director Gu from the State Council and Director Liu from the City Government have arrived." As they were discussing, someone walked in.

"You two leave first," the editor-in-chief frowned slightly. Of course, he knew the relationship between these two and the Xiangshan Restaurant. Could it be that they are unhappy with our newspaper's recent reports and have come to make trouble? But our reports are all the voices of the common people.

Muttering to himself, he straightened his clothes and hurriedly went out to greet them, "Oh, Director Gu, Director Liu, welcome to our newspaper office for guidance work! Is there any meeting spirit to be conveyed today?"

A few people walked into the office together. Before the editor-in-chief could ask someone to pour tea, Gu Weimin put all the newspapers in his hand on the editor-in-chief's desk and said, "I am not worthy of giving guidance, but I would like you to take a look at some articles about the Xiangshan Hotel. There are articles from the American Washington Post, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and also from the French Figaro."

Fragrant Hills Hotel. We were just wrapping up our discussion on this topic! The articles you brought...hmm? Reports from foreign newspapers? The editor-in-chief instinctively wanted to refuse, but as soon as he heard the names of these newspapers, he stopped and, as a senior media professional, he naturally knew the weight of these newspapers.

"What did these newspapers say about the Fragrant Hills Hotel? I hope we won't lose face internationally. Even the Chinese people are not satisfied with the design, how could the foreigners appreciate it?" thought the chief editor instinctively.

"Great praise! Praising the rare masterpiece of the Xiangshan Hotel, it also said that this project is very likely to win the American Institute of Architects' prestigious award next year... oh no, this year!" Gu Weimin can finally hold his head high and point to the summary at the top of the newspaper, saying, "Here, this is the translated summary of those articles, you should take a look first!"

"Great appreciation?" The chief editor felt like his brain wasn't quite functioning and quickly picked up the abstract to browse through. The wording was even more exaggerated than what Gu Weimin had said. He then quickly picked up the newspaper to look at the original article...but after finding it, he put it down as he had only studied Russian and couldn't understand English.

"Xiao Liu, help me call Xiao Zhao, Xiao Qu, and Xiao Ji over here! There's some foreign news coverage for them to take a look at!" The chief editor had to instruct his secretary to gather all the young staff members who could understand English at the newspaper.

Those editors who were just driven out by the chief editor also took the opportunity to sneak in. What's going on? Is there new information about the Xiangshan Hotel? Can the situation still be reversed in this case?

Several young people who are proficient in English picked up a newspaper and began flipping through it. After a brief scan, they compared their translations with each other. "Editor-in-chief, there are some architectural terms that I didn't understand and couldn't find in the dictionary, but the general meaning is correct. The author of this article in The Washington Post is Professor Brandon Stark from the Harvard University's Department of Architecture. Professor Stark gave high praise to the Fragrant Hills Hotel, starting from the development of modern architecture."

"The New York Times reported that the Xiangshan Hotel project has been shortlisted for the 1982 American Institute of Architects Honor Awards, with a high probability of winning!"

"The Los Angeles Chronicle reported that..." Several young people have successively admitted to the accuracy of the details.

"Why aren't you guys looking at this newspaper?" The editor-in-chief asked somewhat impatiently, pointing at the "Feygaro Daily".

"Editor-in-chief, this newspaper is in French, we can't understand it!" the young person said innocently.

The chief editor is not saying anything, and the newspaper office really can't find anyone who knows French for the time being. Almost all the students who know French at the foreign language school have been taken away by the foreign affairs department, so they can't get anyone at all.

"You guys take the newspaper back to school and ask your old teachers for help. Hurry up and find this article!" After saying this, the editor-in-chief anxiously looked at the editors who had just criticized the Xiangshan Hotel with him. What should he do now?

"Do Americans think the design of Xiangshan Hotel is very good?" The editors passed around the summaries, dazzled by the excessive praise above. Shouldn't we be criticizing it wrongly then?

"Alas, we have been out of touch with the outside world for too long, and our old ideas are outdated!" A self-deprecating smile appeared on the editor's face. He could confidently refute the remarks from the architectural community before, but now, even Americans are praising the Fragrant Hill Hotel. He could no longer criticize it.

The United States is much more advanced than us, so the reports of authoritative American media must be correct. I can't understand it, it must be because I lack enough knowledge.

"Yeah, none of us really understand architecture, so maybe... maybe we just couldn't appreciate Mr. Bei's design essence before!" The criticism of the Fragrant Hills Hotel seems to be turning around.
Chapter 308: Road

In the office of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, several middle-aged teachers are chatting leisurely. Their conversation carries an air of gloating, "Oh, Xiao Hu, Xiao Li, and a few of them still lack maturity. They are teachers, yet they are fooling around with the students. Look, now they are in trouble. There is truth in the saying that those who talk a lot but lack experience are unreliable. The words passed down from the older generation are indeed reasonable."

Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, Jin Qiuxiang, and Xu Jiaping followed Lin Lou to do the project and have published numerous articles. They can see their positions being threatened and these middle-aged teachers are starting to feel anxious.

When they were studying back then, the environment was not good, and their foundation was not solid. Now, they are gradually feeling inadequate in their profession, but they are still reluctant to give up their current position. However, the new generation of young teachers is slowly growing up, and it seems that the younger generation is about to surpass the older one. The old generation has encountered such a thing, and as the saying goes, the new waves will push the old ones onto the beach.

They may lack in professional abilities, but coming from that era, their sense of smell is very keen. Seeing the endless criticism in the newspapers, they immediately realized that the good times of Linlou and Xujia were coming to an end.

"Ha ha, previously most of the money from the library at Linzhou University has been taken by them. They have been moving stuff back home every day. I think this is a bit unfair, isn't it? The salaries and bonuses issued by the institute have fixed amounts. Shouldn't they return the excess? Some even have their eye on the money, so that the institute's performance can improve this year, and we can have more bonuses before the new year!"

"Lao Zhao makes a good point! We all work in the same unit, but some people get so little while others get so much. Is this fair? And as employees of Tsinghua University, how could they take on projects privately? If everyone does this, who will be willing to work for the university in the future? In my opinion, the money from the Shanghai project should be returned!"
"Who wouldn't want to make more money?" immediately someone chimed in.

It sounds like you've been working in the courtyard all the time. With your abilities, even if you want to draw, we wouldn't dare to let you do it in the courtyard. Wasting paper is a small matter, but it will waste time when you return to work in the future!

Some people nearby are secretly cursing, saying that you guys are useless and love to fight each other, making the yard full of smoke and haze. Little Lin and the others finally made some achievements, and you guys just had to target them!

"Hey, what are you all chatting about? Looks like everyone's in a good mood!" As they were speaking, another teacher pushed the door open and walked in, holding a newspaper in their hand. "Oh my, the situation with Xiaolin and the others is getting more and more attention. There's another article about it in the newspaper now!"

"Oh? Let me have a look!" The teachers who were criticizing Lin Building became even more lively when they heard this, immediately grabbing the newspaper and hurriedly flipping through it, with various media criticisms of the Xiangshan Restaurant and Lin Building already forming in their minds.

"Hmm?" But as soon as they read the article, they were all stunned. Something's not right. How come they've changed to praising today? This shifting of opinion is too fast, isn't it? No, no, no. It must be a problem with just one newspaper. The vast majority must still be critical!

"Come on, let's switch the newspapers!" several people said at the same time, then simultaneously paused, before quickly exchanging. However, the results of the exchange still disappointed them— all the newspapers had the same coverage, quoting reports from European and American media, praising the content of the Xiangshan Hotel.

Even newspapers have mentioned the concept of Linlou, believing that I.M. Pei's Xiangshan Hotel is the best interpretation of local design concepts, which points out a new path for Chinese architects.

"This is outrageous! How old is he? He hasn't even graduated from college yet, and he's already talking about ideology!" Several middle-aged teachers were so angry that they were shaking all over and their hands and feet were turning cold. If they get upset, what should we do?"

"Are all the teachers here? It's a good thing I don't have to run around. Commissioner Wu asked me to notify everyone to go to the meeting room for a discussion on the Xiangshan Hotel project and local design concepts. No one is allowed to be absent, so hurry up and get ready to go!" said Wu's assistant as she pushed the door open.

Without waiting for these teachers to recover, they were struck again. Not only did their previous plans fail, but now they had to learn something that they had repeatedly criticized before. The sense of aggrievement was beyond words.

"I can't delay any longer, I'll leave first!" The teacher who had been secretly mocking but dared not voice support for Lin and the others forced himself to suppress his laughter, quickly picked up his notebook, and left. Shortly afterwards, his laughter could be faintly heard echoing in the corridor.

Nanjing University of Technology, several young teachers who have attended lectures in Lin Building can finally hold their heads high. They are spreading the news in the newspapers, and other teachers outside the architecture department have nothing to say after seeing the praise from the European and American media for Xiangshan Hotel. The teachers and students in the architecture department have also begun to seriously consider Lin Building's indigenous design concept.

Jiangzhou University, Guo Yongbing, Qian Yingming, Liu Zaoyang and others went to a nearby small hot pot restaurant right after class, ordered a few bottles of Sancheng beer, and drank happily with the tripe.

"When I was reading Mr. Lin's articles earlier, I had a question. Whether it's classical or modern, both were born in the West, and indeed represented the trends of architectural development. But is it enough for Chinese architects to just study their ideas?"

"We also have a long architectural history and a splendid architectural culture. Even the cultural background and natural environment of the project site are very different from the West. Is it really appropriate to blindly copy their ideas? The concepts that Mr. Lin has proposed have really enlightened me!"

"Yes, the concept of indigenous design has pointed out a clear path for us, and the success of Xiangshan Hotel has proved that this path is viable. While we learn from advanced concepts from abroad, we should also pay attention to integrating these concepts with our own cultural background. Only in this way can we design great architecture that belongs to China!"

"Come on, for our own building, let's have a toast!" Guo Yongbing raised his glass.

"How could one cup be enough? Such a great thing calls for at least a whole bottle!" Liu Zaoyang said as he bit open the bottle cap and chugged it down.

Similar situations are occurring simultaneously in many universities and architectural design units. The architects who are unwilling to completely copy Western architectural concepts have seen a new way out from Lin's article. Due to the criticism of Xiangshan Hotel in the past, they did not dare to speak out, but now they can finally hold their heads high and speak out.

The design of the Fragrant Hills Hotel is indeed excellent, and the concepts put forward by Linlou are indeed worth our careful study and research.
Chapter 309 Competition Selection

Various universities have entered the exam week, and students are taking exams during the day and staying up late to review at night. The days are tense and rushed. However, Lin is completely free. He doesn't need to take the exam, he just needs to submit an article or a drawing, tasks that he has already completed.

In order to avoid affecting his roommates' exam mood, he simply hid in the quadrangle, set up a copper hotpot, and enjoyed the snowy scenery outside the window contentedly.

"If you're not too busy, can you help me grade these papers?" Li Qingxi said with a satisfied smile as he ate a piece of lamb roll. His design work was already finished, but he still had tasks from the school to grade the exam papers for two classes. It was not an easy job, and at that moment his hands were starting to feel sore.

"Absolutely not. I'm in the same class as them. If word gets out, it won't look good. They wouldn't dare question your grades, but I can't guarantee the same for myself. What if they think I've given them low grades and given Wen Xuan's group high grades, causing a commotion?" Lin Lou chuckled, not wanting to cause trouble for himself.

"Wenxuan thinks it's only natural for them to get high scores! Their current level is indeed higher than other students! Especially Zheng Weiming, his progress this semester has been very impressive, I am somewhat surprised!"

It is indeed worthy of being a future academician. The leadership ability is strong. Zheng Weiming's current level is not just on par with a sophomore student, I bet there are few who can surpass him even among juniors and seniors. It would be great if he could come work at my law firm after graduation!

"Never mind, since you're too lazy to help me, I won't push it. Let's not talk about this anymore. How's your research on the international architectural design competition going?" Li Qingxi thought for a moment and also felt that it was a bit inappropriate to ask students to help grade papers for him.

"The one in Los Angeles is definitely not going to work. The time is too rushed. If we participate in this competition, none of us will be able to go home for the Chinese New Year, and the standard is not very high either. I think we should forget about it! The one in Hong Kong, on the other hand, has plenty of time. We can come back after the New Year and prepare in time. Plus, the judges are quite impressive. Let's just go for this one!" Linlou had already made up his mind.

Unlike sports, which have global unified competitions such as the Olympics and world championships, architectural design competitions are more scattered. So, how can the level of a design competition be measured? The organizer is of course one aspect; the competition hosted by the International Union of Architects is definitely different from a competition held by a provincial architects association.

The prize is also one aspect. The level of architects attracted by a competition with a prize of $100,000 and a competition with a prize of $1,000 must be very different.

The qualifications and reputation of the judges are also important. If a domestic architectural design competition can invite Wang Shu as a judge, it will definitely attract many young talents. However, if you invite Jiang Yiyan as a judge, it's hard to say!

"I don't know what approach the organizers of the Fragrant Harbor took, but they managed to invite Kizaki Arata as a judge. That's quite impressive!" Li Qingxi had also looked at the information, and like Linlou, he was also inclined to participate in the competition in the Fragrant Harbor."

Sakamoto Shin is a famous Japanese architect, graduated from the Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering, University of Tokyo, and studied under Kenzo Tange. After graduating, he continued to work and study with Kenzo Tange. In collaboration with Kenzo Tange, Sakamoto Shin actively participated in the design of the Kagawa Prefectural Office in Takamatsu, the Parliament Building in Imabari, the reconstruction plan in Skopje, Yugoslavia, the exhibition building in the central square of the 1970 Osaka World Expo, and even participated in urban planning in Tokyo.

He has independently completed the designs of classic projects such as the Oita National Library on Kyushu Island, the Oita Medical Hall on Kyushu Island, and the Kitakyushu Art Museum on the north coast of Kyushu Island. Currently, he is responsible for the design of the Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art.

In the future, Kishizaki Xin left many works in China, such as the Shanghai Himalaya Center, Shenzhen Cultural Center, and the Art Museum of the Central Academy of Fine Arts. The most well-known among ordinary people should be Jiujian Tang in Shanghai. This is a Chinese-style villa community, and the cheapest unit costs around 50 to 60 million yuan.

Jizaki Arata is a world-renowned architect, although he may not be on par with I.M. Pei, he is still one of the top architects in the world. If he could recognize our work, Lin's reputation in the architectural world would be enhanced.

"Given that Kizaki's architectural concept is somewhat similar to your local design philosophy, our chances of winning are quite high!" said Li Qingxi.

"It's still quite different. Kishiro Arataki was influenced by Kenzo Tange, but did not always follow Kenzo Tange's design concepts. In his architectural works, there are many masterpieces that combine both Western and Japanese styles, yet he himself is against both Western and Japanese patterns, striving to create an architectural dialectic that represents the stress relationship between Japanese and Western architectural traditions."

"And my stance is one of integration! I am neither against the West, nor against indigenous styles, as there is a distinction between the two," explained Linlou.

"In any case, Kizaki Shin pays great attention to the relationship between modern architecture and local culture. If we can achieve this, combining the essence of modern architecture and local architecture in Hong Kong should give us a great chance of winning. Moreover, Kizaki Shin is Asian and must have a good understanding of Asian culture. Japanese classical architecture is what we have learned from, so having him as a judge is much better than having a European or American architect." Li Qingxi still felt that having Kizaki Shin as a judge would be advantageous to him.

"Perhaps! But since the competition is being held in Asia, there will definitely be many Asian participants. They must have also considered this, so it seems that we do not have much of an advantage." However, in reality, the winning entry for this competition happened to have little to do with the local culture of Hong Kong.

Why can Linlou remember this small competition? Not because the judge was Kishisaki Shin, but because the final winner was Zaha Hadid, the female architect Zaha, who officially made a name for herself in the international architectural world because of this competition.

Zaha's original design drawings were not accepted by the other judges and were eliminated in the preliminary stage. However, due to a coincidental opportunity, Jizaki Arata saw her drawings and was impressed by Zaha's creative ideas. He ultimately went against the majority and ranked Zaha's work as first place. This competition became widely known in the architectural community due to this legendary story.

"Anyway, your strength speaks for itself. I believe you can win!" Li Qingxi said, patting Lin Lou's shoulder.

Others are not a big deal, but this time, Zaha is participating in the competition!
Chapter 310 Otek's Dividend

Zaha had almost swept the architecture world from the late 20th century to the early 21st century, leaving behind many classic works around the world, from the Vitra Fire Station on the banks of the Rhine in Germany to the MAXXI Museum in Rome, to the BMW Headquarters in Leipzig, the main stadium for the World Cup in Doha, and the Beijing Daxing Airport. These buildings have amazed the entire world.

She also won the highest award in the architectural field, the Pritzker Prize, in 2004. She was the first woman to receive this honor. Lord Rothschild, chairman of the Pritzker Prize jury, commented, "Like her theoretical and academic work, Zaha Hadid's pursuit of modernism as a practicing architect is steadfast. She is always creative, rejecting existing typologies and high technology, and changing the geometrical structure of buildings."

The chairman of the Vittoria Corporation, Rolfe Fehlbaum, said, "Besides constructing physical entities, Zaha Hadid has fundamentally expanded architectural structural systems with spatial clarity. Given the emergence of complex buildings, her innovative power will be fully demonstrated."

The critics have lavished praise on Zaha, "Zaha Hadid is one of the most talented practitioners in the field of contemporary architectural art. From her earliest drawings and models to the ongoing buildings and works, one can see the consistently original and strongly individual visual language, which has changed the way we observe and experience space."

"The fragmented geometric structure and fluidity of Hadid's work require more effort in creating an abstract and dynamic beauty, which is a primary endeavor to explore and express the world in which we live..."

Despite being confident in his own talents and having the accumulation of the past, facing such a strong opponent, Lin Lou was still a bit nervous!

However, Lin Lou quickly adjusted his mindset. If he wants to achieve his dreams, he will have to compete with these world-class architectural masters sooner or later. In the past, he didn't have the qualifications to compete with these masters, but now he finally has the opportunity. How could he retreat? Besides, Zaha Hadid has not yet reached her peak. If he can't win even now, it would be a waste of this second chance at life.

However, we cannot take it lightly. Architecture is ultimately different from sports competitions and is not a purely scientific research project. There are no unified standards, and presenting a good work does not guarantee success. We must carefully consider the submissions for the competition.

"Since you've decided to participate in the competition, you should inform the school early! Didn't you want to go to the event venue to take a look? You'll still need the school's help to complete the formalities!" Li Qingxi reminded.

The theme of this competition is the Mountain Top Club. The organizers want to build a high-end entertainment venue on the mountaintop in Hong Kong. It is now the period of economic prosperity in Hong Kong, and they need such a social venue. To this end, they have invited Kizaki Shin as the judge and provided a high prize of $100,000.

Correspondingly, in order to set a threshold to prevent a large number of unknown architects from coming to try their luck and thus increase the workload of the judges, the registration fee for this competition is also very high, at five hundred US dollars.

Although the organizers mentioned that after receiving the registration fee, they would mail the materials so architects can design based on the information without going to Hong Kong, Lin still feels it is better to visit the site, as it is his working habit.

He talks big himself, but none of the other teachers have managed to complete the exit procedures. Now the oversight in this area is stricter, and we need the school's help to get it done.

"Well, after the exam, I'll talk to Chairman Wu about it. I think he'll definitely support it. We can participate in the name of the school, and if we win an award, it will also benefit the school." Lin Lou nodded and said, "By the way, let's have Teacher Xu go to Hong Kong with me this time." When Li Qingxi and the others went on business trips, they all went to Shanghai. Now it's Xu Jiaping's turn, so he can only go to Linzhou. Lin Lou wants to make it up to him.

"Well, it's also his turn to go." Although a little regretful, Li Qingxi still agreed with Linlou's arrangement. Xu Jiaping had been working hard in Linzhou before.

"If I win the prize, all of us will go to the awards ceremony, and if the school can't cover the cost, I will pay for it myself!" At this time, tickets and accommodations in Hong Kong are very expensive, and they have to be paid in Hong Kong dollars. Lin estimated that it would be difficult for the school to come up with this amount of money, so it's better not to bother with it.

The exam week quickly passed, and after it ended, teachers and students started to leave the school one after another. Lin Lou caught up with the school break and took the competition materials to find Commissioner Wu to explain the purpose. Commissioner Wu was very supportive, but the registration deadline for the competition was still a long way off. Moreover, the teachers were eager to start their vacation, so they could only discuss it after the school started in the new year.

Other people in the dormitory have gradually gone home, while Ma Yong, Xing Ruhua, and Su Zhongming have moved to the courtyard of Lin Building, just like last year. They plan to continue their part-time work at the railway department, and then bring back their bags of New Year goods when the Spring Festival approaches.

This time, Qibaocheng is still not doing any work. Pan Hong's mother helped them handle it. Linlou estimated that she might even prepare some gifts for Xing Ruhua to take back with him.

Lin Lou was not in a hurry to go home. He wanted to wait for Lin Qiao. Lin Qiao had already said on the phone that in a few days, he would come to Beijing with John Walker, Avall Green, and Mike Riddle. They would first hold a few days of meetings in Beijing to discuss the next development plan of Outek Company, and then return to Nanjiang City together.

Lin Lou quickly contacted Zhou Liwei and reserved a room and meeting room at the Xiangshan Hotel. Staying here is much more comfortable than the Friendship Hotel.

At present, it is the peak period for year-end meetings. Due to the recent public opinion uproar caused by the Xiangshan Hotel, many organizations want to hold meetings at this highly acclaimed hotel, to the extent that it was almost fully booked even when Lin Lou tried to make a reservation.

Fortunately, the Xiangshan Hotel remembered Lin Building's favor, and at the same time, there were foreign friends coming to stay, so Zou Liwei still made rooms and meeting rooms available for them.

On the day when Lin Qiao and the others arrived, Linlou went to the airport early to pick them up. After picking them up, they went directly to the Xiangshan Hotel. Several foreigners were full of praise when they saw this hotel with a strong classical Chinese architectural style.

After dinner, they each went back to their rooms to adjust to the time difference. After a night's rest, they had adjusted their condition, and after breakfast, they came to the meeting room to prepare for the meeting.

"The first item on today's agenda is the distribution of dividends!" Aval Green, the meeting's host, had a big smile on his face. Last year, Outeck Company had excellent performance and the company could finally pay dividends to its shareholders.
Chapter 311 Buy a Car

"Last year, following Mr. Lin's plan, we launched a new version of CAD software priced at $1000 per unit. Thanks to the success at the exhibition and Mr. Lin's excellent presentation at the American Institute of Architects conference, the CAD software quickly gained popularity among architects across the United States. Within the domestic market alone, we sold 20,000 units!"

"Meanwhile, architects from countries such as the UK, Canada, Australia, Germany, France, and Japan have expressed strong interest in purchasing our software. In response, we have begun designing branch offices in these countries to handle software sales and translation work. We have already completed the translation of the software into German and French, and the Japanese version is also nearing completion!"

"By the end of last year, our software had sold five thousand copies in overseas markets. The combined sales revenue from the US and overseas markets alone reached twenty-five million US dollars. If we include training fees, software upgrade costs, and other income, our total revenue for last year has exceeded thirty million US dollars."

"Clap, clap, clap, clap!" As Avall-Grin mentioned this, the meeting room was filled with enthusiastic applause. In just one year, Outeck Company had transformed from a small company with assets of just over $100,000 to a large company with an annual income of over $30 million. They had created a miracle that astonished the entire United States.

For Lin Qiao, this number is even more astonishing. Last year, China's total foreign exchange reserves were only 69 billion US dollars. The annual income of Autec company is close to five-thousandths of China's total foreign exchange reserves! Just thinking that over a year ago, he was still worrying about a few tens of dollars living expenses, and now he actually has assets worth tens of millions, he really feels it's too unbelievable.

"As for the expenses, they mainly include the following items: software marketing and promotion expenses, software development expenses, company hardware expenses, software production cost expenses, manpower cost expenses..." After the applause ended, Avar-Green continued to report to them. Like all software companies, the biggest expenditure of Outeck Company is still on software development and marketing."

Want to spread the software all over the United States in a short period of time and expand to other countries, this requires a lot of marketing and promotion costs, such as advertising in construction industry magazines, sponsoring architectural conferences, and cooperating with software retailers to distribute goods, and so on. The expenses in this area are also calculated in millions of dollars.

In addition, a significant amount of money has been spent on the development of the software. Although Linlou has pointed out the direction of development for them, achieving these functions requires excellent programmers and advanced equipment. Good programmers cannot be hired with low salaries, and they also like to work overtime when busy, which is an additional expense.

According to the tradition in Silicon Valley, these people also have to be given stock options, bonuses, and so on. In addition, the cost of purchasing advanced equipment further increases the cost of software development.

Nevertheless, compared to traditional manufacturing, the software industry is still a highly profitable sector. As long as a popular software is designed, it will definitely bring in substantial earnings.

After calculating the income and expenses, Avall-Greene provided the gross profit for last year, "In conclusion, the company's profit for last year was $12,340,000. How much money do we need to pay out as dividends?"

If it's a traditional industry, having a profit margin of 10% would make the boss wake up with a smile at night. However, in the software industry, a profit margin of 25% is just average. Autodesk has developed a software that has become explosively popular, with a profit margin reaching 40%, which is not an overstatement at all.

"Everyone has worked extremely hard this year, and they definitely deserve a bonus to reward them!" Lin Lou knew that bonuses were definitely going to be given out. John Walker, Avar Green, and Mike Riddell had been working day and night, so busy that they didn't even have time to go out and party with beautiful women. Aside from their passion for the software industry, what else could it be for?"

“I agree!” Lin Qiao always listened to Lin Lou.

"I have no objections, but we need to carefully consider the allocation. EuTech is currently in a rapid development phase and it will take some time for us to dominate the market. We cannot slack off at this critical time! Other companies have already started to catch up, although there is still a big gap between us. If we don't continue to increase investment, we will eventually be surpassed by them!" John Walker remained sober.

"I have also calculated this aspect. Our major expenditures this year include the development of a new version of the software, continuing to expand our marketing efforts, expanding into overseas markets, and translating into more languages such as Spanish and Portuguese..." Avaal-Green began reporting on next year's budget plan.

"...All of these require a large amount of investment, but we can complete them through loans. In addition to easing our capital pressure, it will also help us build a good relationship with the financial sector. Although we don't have the need to go public this year, the time for it is getting closer. If we don't give them some incentives and hope, they might support other companies instead!"

"In addition, we also need to set aside a portion of flexible funds in case of unforeseen expenses. In conclusion, the amount available for dividends this year is six million US dollars!" Avall-Green provided the final figure!

"Whoosh~" When he heard this number, Mike Riedel excitedly whistled. According to his own share percentage, he would also receive a six-figure dividend in US dollars.

In this way, I will be able to get 1.2 million dollars! Although Lin Qiao had known this number for a long time, he still felt a little dazed after confirming it from Awar-Green. Am I going to become a real millionaire so quickly? This is not the company's value, but real cash!

My proposal is for one million five hundred thousand dollars? Lin Lou remained calm. He had long known the potential of Outeck Company, so what was one million five hundred thousand dollars to him? Given his shareholding, the dividend would eventually turn into fifteen million, or even one hundred fifty million.

"Do you have any opinions?" Lin looked at John Walker and others.

"No!"

"Just follow this plan!"

"In that case, next year's budget will still be quite ample!"

"Alright, since the shareholders unanimously agree, we will distribute dividends according to this figure!" Avar Green smiled, "Come on, let's have a drink first!"

"Cheers!" Everyone raised their glasses and drank it all in one gulp.

In this situation, it's a bit inappropriate to have another meeting, so everyone started chatting. "Lin, how do you plan to spend this money?"

"Let's buy a car first!"
Chapter 312 China Branch

"Yes, I also want to buy a sports car! What do you think of Ferrari? Haha, I can't wait to drive a Ferrari on the streets! All the girls will definitely want to ride shotgun with me!" When it comes to cars, Mike Reynolds' eyes light up, and he enthusiastically tells Linlou about his plans after getting the car.

Um, isn't this a bit too much of a show-off? The first Ferrari in China won't appear until ten years later. The crackdown hasn't even started yet, and I'm grabbing Li Xiaohua's honor ten years in advance. Isn't that just asking for trouble for myself?

"I prefer a more low-key car! By the way, should we consider establishing a Chinese subsidiary now? Although selling software in China is quite challenging at the moment, I am optimistic about the economic development prospects in China. If we make Chinese architects familiar with our company's CAD software from the beginning, then the enormous market will be ours in the future! I'm not good at driving after buying the car. Should we register it under the company's name?"

In order to use the car, I have to start a company first. It's quite extravagant of me! Lin Lou muttered to himself, "We don't need too many staff at the beginning. I'll hire a few local employees, starting with graduates from Chinese architecture universities, and gradually get them familiar with this software."

"Then let's just add this budget to the overseas expansion plan! The cost of living and labor in China is very low, so we don't really need a large expenditure." This is just a small issue, maybe it won't cost much at all over the course of a year. Avall-Green naturally wouldn't have any unpleasantness with Linlou over such a small matter.

"I have no objections!" John Walker did not oppose, and Mike Riddle's mind was full of red Ferrari sports cars, so he wouldn't care about these things, and Lin Qiao would not oppose either. Therefore, this matter was finalized.

"After I return, I will have someone contact the Chinese Consulate in San Francisco to inquire about the procedures for investing in China, and then arrange for assistance in setting up this company for you; by the way, what type of car do you want? You can think about it, and I will have it brought over when the time comes!" These miscellaneous matters fall under the management of Avail-Green."

The morning meeting ended hastily, judging from their reactions, it seems that it won't be possible to discuss business in the afternoon. Therefore, Lin decided to ask the hotel for a car and take them to downtown Beijing to continue wandering and tasting various delicacies.

After returning to the hotel in the evening, they played a few more games of bowling before returning to their rooms to rest. The next day, they finally recovered and started to have a serious discussion about next year's plans.

The most crucial thing is the direction of the next version of CAD. The upcoming version being developed by the company will have Screen Menu function and there is no need to memorize commands. Autolisp is in its embryonic stage, and users can improve it according to their own needs.

So the next version will naturally continue to improve the graphic drawing and editing functions, and begin to explore the addition of 3D capabilities. With this feature, CAD will become even more powerful, leaving those competitors far behind.

Combining with the historical materials I have read, a detailed description of this version's details has been provided. John Walker listened more seriously than before when discussing dividends. He is a pure tech enthusiast, and software development is his primary concern.

Then there is this year's marketing promotion plan. Lin proposed a new plan, which is to give out samples to major architecture schools in the United States for free, allowing architecture teachers and students to experience the power of CAD. Once they are accustomed to it, when they start their architectural design work in the future, they will definitely not consider products from other companies.

At the same time, continue to sponsor conferences within the architecture industry, continue advertising in those journals, and expand the promotion to the home decoration field. There are more home decoration designers than architectural designers, so if we can tap into this market, CAD sales will surely skyrocket.

"We can hold a home interior design competition, requiring participants to use CAD software for their designs, and then invite well-known figures in the design industry to be the judges! If possible, we can also invite a Hollywood celebrity to be a highlight, allowing these designers to create home interior designs for their house! Added with a high prize money, I believe the home interior design industry will soon take notice of our software!" Lin has been studying architectural design competitions recently, and this idea came to mind instinctively.

"The functions of CAD should not be limited to the field of architectural design. Home decoration is just the first step. In the future, we should expand to the fields of machinery, advertising, electronics, and more. The more fields we enter, the larger the future market will be! Of course, we should consider our own capabilities at the beginning, and not spread ourselves too thin. So let's start with the home decoration field, which is closely related to architectural design!"

I say, Xiaolou, you've been in China all this time, how come you understand the United States better than me? Why didn't I think of the ideas you mentioned? Lin Qiao felt a little embarrassed.

"A very good plan. If we organize an architectural design competition, the project completion period will be too long. Architecture can't make an impact quickly with just drawings. Home interior design is much better! We can quickly see what the finished product will look like. Plus, with the influence of Hollywood stars, I think CAD will soon become an essential tool for home interior designers!"

"I'll go back and have the advertising company come up with a proposal immediately!" Avaro Green thought the idea was great.

The meeting lasted for several days before ending. The development direction for the next version of CAD at Autocad Company has been determined, and the main tasks for this year have been properly discussed. The only thing left is the issue of execution.

John Walker and the others hurried back to the United States, while Lin Qiao stayed behind to spend the Chinese New Year with Lin Lou. The two brothers also didn't rush back to Nanjiang City immediately, but stayed in the capital for a few more days.

Lin Qiao went to meet his college classmates. He hung out with Yang Yan Zhi and other people after work a few times. During the day, he followed Lin Lou around the market, bought a bunch of local specialties from Beijing, and asked Qi Bao Cheng to help send them back to Nanjiang City.

Then I visited several teachers' homes one by one, greeted them, went to Chen Dejiang's place, calculated this year's profits, discussed next year's plans, and brought back a lot of old furniture and antique calligraphy and paintings, all of which were collected with Chen Dejiang's help this year.

After finishing these tasks, the matters in Beijing were considered concluded. Lin Lou called Andrew, and then someone delivered the plane tickets to them.

"Huh? Why do we have to transfer in Shanghai? And we have to stay in Shanghai for a day? Isn't there a direct flight from Beijing to Nanjiang City?" Lin Qiao looked at the plane ticket somewhat puzzled!

"I bought something in Shanghai and I'm planning to take you to see it!" Linlou said with a smile.
Chapter 313: I'm giving it to you

129 Panyu Road is fully booked inside, and there is still a long queue outside the courtyard. Those well-dressed men and women endure the cold winter, chatting while waiting for a table to become available. Occasionally, they raise their wrists, revealing shiny watches, attracting envious looks from passersby.

"There are a lot of rich people in Shanghai. I heard that just having a cup of tea there costs twenty yuan, and how much does a dinner cost?" They discussed as they walked.

In addition to passersby and the people waiting in line, there is also a group of people outside the courtyard, with more women than men. Compared to those waiting in line, they are younger, and although their clothes are clean and tidy, the quality is far from being able to compare with the men and women waiting in line.

With their economic strength, they are not qualified to go in and eat, but they also have their own capital, the men are handsome and the women are beautiful. If a single person comes by occasionally and feels a bit lonely eating alone, they are the best companions. If they can be lucky enough to go in for a meal, they can boast about it for at least half a year when they go back.

If I'm lucky enough to be noticed by someone, then I'll be prosperous. From now on, I can get rid of the hard life and come here often to enjoy it. In the warm room, I can look out of the window at my old friends and show a proud smile.

It's such a rare opportunity. Not to mention gaining someone's favor, it's even difficult to just tag along for a meal. Those who can afford to come to this place nowadays are all sought after. When they come, most of them bring companions. It's too extravagant to dine in such a place alone. If one cannot garner the admiration of others, what's the point of spending this money?

"Ah, I guess I have to make another wasted trip today." Watching the time getting later and later, and the line outside the door getting shorter, someone sighed and was ready to leave with their close friend. "Let's go, maybe we can still catch the movie at the factory if we go back early."

"Let's forget it. It's definitely going to be 'Legend of Tianyun Mountain' again today. I already know all the lines by heart. Aren't you tired of watching it? Let's wait a little longer, maybe we'll get lucky today!" Her best friend still refused to leave.

"Hey, look, there are two people coming over. They must be here to eat? What's the point of two men eating together? And we're just about to finish?"
Suddenly, one of them brightened up and pointed ahead, saying, "Look, there are two young men in suits just getting out of the car."

"The license plate of the foreign company's car might even belong to a Chinese expatriate!" Taking a glance at the license plate, the two girls became even more excited. If they could marry a Chinese expatriate, they would truly become prosperous.

"Could you quickly help me check if my blush has fallen off? If it has, I need to touch it up right away!" The opportunity seems to have arrived, but I mustn't miss it because of my carelessness.

"Don't you have a mirror? Besides, your little face has already turned as red as an apple from the cold wind blowing for so long. There's no need to apply blush! Hurry up, or someone else will snatch it away!" After saying this, she quickly walked up to meet her.

"Sir, is this your first time dining here? Would you like me to introduce the dishes to you? The smoked sea bass at this restaurant is excellent." Initiating a conversation should not be too direct, as it may cause people to feel uncomfortable. Therefore, she used a more tactful approach. As for the smoked sea bass, she was certain that he hadn't tried it, but she often hears people say so.

She usually pays attention to these things, knows the signature dishes of this restaurant, what drinks to pair with them, and remembers exactly what day of the week the foreign chef takes a day off.

Seeing the curious expression on the other person's face, she secretly smiled and glanced at the latecomer girls from the corner of her eye, feeling pleased in her heart. She thought, "Whatever you do, you have to put in the effort. Clumsily rushing in like you, it's definitely not going to work. You have to carefully think about their mindset."

"Are you the waitress at this restaurant?" But before she could be happy for long, the other person's words almost choked her, "But how come I don't know you?"

Oh, still a regular? The frustration quickly turned into joy. There are quite a few people who occasionally come here to show off, so if you run into them, it's bad luck. As for those who can afford to come here often, they are definitely wealthy. She was even more eager to seize this opportunity and quickly said, "No, I just want to practice my English speaking skills. Which country's overseas Chinese are you? Can you help me?"

Their reasons for preparation were all set, however, Lin Lou had no plans to treat them to a meal. He had to have a good chat with Lin Qiao about Leonard Bosack and the future Cisco.

"Sorry, neither of us are overseas Chinese, and our English level is also average. I'm afraid we can't help you." With that, he took Linlou and walked into the courtyard.

"Hey, what's going on? Don't you know how to queue up?" The people in line are not happy. What, both of you still want to cut in line?

"Oh, sorry, these two gentlemen are esteemed guests of our store, and they have already reserved a table in advance!" The host at the door saw Linlou and immediately ran over to bring them inside.

"Whose young master is this? Why haven't I seen him before? Also, how do we make a reservation here? I've never heard of such a rule before." The greeting caused a small stir.

"This place is nice, isn't it? When did you make the reservation? Why didn't I know about it?" Lin Qiao was a bit puzzled.

"I didn't make a reservation, but typically, there will be some flexible slots reserved here in case of a distinguished guest's visit. They probably haven't been used today." Linlou brought Linqiao to the usual place. They didn't order any dishes and let the chef improvise. Then he pointed at the decorations in the room and asked, "What do you think of this? Do you like it?"

"Shanghai's Western-style houses! Who wouldn't like them? Who lived here back then? Was it the tycoons of Shanghai Beach or that foreign capitalist?" Lin Qiao has also frequented high-end places in the United States this year, but Wuda Ke's former residence still astonished him.

"The residence of Shanghai's most famous architect, Wu Dake, now belongs to me. If you like it, I'll give it to you. You can live there with your wife in the future!" Linlou chuckled.

"Yours? Oh, I was wondering why you insisted on connecting through Shanghai. So it's to show me your new house? But don't you already have a house in Beijing? Why go all the way to Shanghai to buy a house?" Lin Qiao suddenly realized and then felt puzzled.

Is a Beijing property enough? Let's strive for it. In the future, I will have a house in major cities across the country, as well as a property in foreign metropolises such as New York, London, Paris, Los Angeles, and Berlin. And they can't be ordinary properties; they must be high-end residences like Wudak residential buildings and Mahler villas.
Chapter 314 The Lilac Villa

"You've been in the United States for so long, and you should know that real estate not only provides a place to live, but also serves as an investment! I'm buying this house now at a very low price, and in a few years it will surely increase in value. This is far more profitable than keeping money in the bank!" With the rapid development of the Chinese economy, inflation is an inevitable issue. Over the next forty years, there is nothing easier to maintain and increase in value than a house."

Although the return on investments in jade, rosewood, antiques, and collectibles may appear to be better, most of their prices are only on paper. They may sound like they are worth a lot of money, but it is difficult to determine their authenticity, and it is also not easy to find buyers when you want to sell them, which is not conducive to liquidity.

And the value of the house is right there. It's much easier to sell, you don't have to be busy, leave it to the agent to handle, as long as the price is in line with the market, it can be quickly turned into cash.

"It seems so. My dad called me the other day and said his salary had increased, but so had the cost of living. He complained for a while and said it wasn't quite right to just save the money." Lin Qiao understood Lin Lou's point.

"Oh, by the way, according to what you said, should I also take out this year's bonus and buy a few houses in the United States? Or should I give the money to you to help me buy some in China? But buying and selling houses in China now is not convenient, right?" Lin Qiao is really troubled about how to spend his bonus this year!

Hi, why worry about this? I've already figured it out for you. "It's definitely okay to buy a property to live in, but there's no need to buy too many, right? You have better investment options there!"

"Mr. Leonard Posak and Ms. Sandy Lena are doing promising research on the project. We can invest when they need it. When the time comes, don't just talk about your dividends; I'll need mine too."

"Yes, I feel that our company really needs this kind of network switching equipment. It would make our work much more convenient!" Lin Qiao enthusiastically chatted to Lin Lou about the various details of how he used his spare time to help Leonard Posack and Sandy Lena develop routers.

Linlou naturally didn't understand those professional terms, but he knew that the technical development process was going fairly smoothly. So, he continued to have Lin Qiao track their progress, providing them with financial support as needed. When they were ready to start a business, he could then invest in them.

"After I go back, I will do as you said. Don't hurry, just continue to cooperate with their work! As for the house, you should keep it for yourself! I'll probably have to stay in the United States for the next few years, so I won't need the house anyway! I can just come and stay when I come back occasionally!" Lin said, nodding.

"I'm not lacking in houses either. With this business being open for so long, I've already recouped the cost of buying the house! The profits from high-end dining are quite substantial, especially now when there's a shortage of similar establishments in Shanghai. Also, the villa we passed by just now will soon be mine! Standard Chartered Bank is also keeping an eye on other projects for me!"

"Tomorrow they will come and take me to see the house. If it's suitable, I will buy it!" This time they will be looking at the Lilac Villa. Andrew has already convinced the property unit of this house.

The weather is cold. After dinner, the two brothers didn't go out for a walk. They just drank hot tea by the bed and watched the people coming and going downstairs. It wasn't until 10 o'clock that it became quiet here.

Rest for a night, Andrew was already waiting downstairs when I woke up in the morning. After having breakfast together, we headed to the Lilac Villa at 922 Huashan Road.

The architect of this building is unknown, but it is known that in the third year of the Qing Dynasty Tongzhi period (1864), the Public Concession Construction Department encroached on the construction of Xujiahui Road (later renamed Haig Road, now known as Huashan Road), and gradually expanded from Shandong to the west. Many high-end garden residences were built by real estate developers and some wealthy merchants, with the Lilac Villa being one example.

From the perspective of architectural style, it may be the work of a French architect. The villa consists of three main floors, with a French brick and wood structure. Part of it is two stories, with the exterior walls rendered in a milky yellow cement finish. The steep slope features red flat tiles, and steel doors and windows are used throughout. The entrance for the homeowner is located on the eastern wall of the building, with a porch outside. A small car can enter through the gate at 922 Huashan Road. The main building can be accessed directly from the asphalt road.

The Dongshan wall has a multi-level step shape, and the chimney made of wall bricks breaks the stiffness of the general wall. The garden on the south side is nearly 10,000 square meters, with a wide lawn in the middle and various precious trees planted around, such as magnolias, camphors, cedars, and lilacs. Perhaps the lilac garden is named after the lilacs in the garden.

After the victory of the War of Resistance Against Japan, Du Yuesheng and others officially acquired it on October 15, 1948 in the name of the Baotong Construction Factory in Shanghai, at a purchase price of 841,250 gold yuan.

At that time, the Gold Yuan was quite valuable. Four Gold Yuan could be exchanged for one US dollar, so Du Yuesheng spent about two hundred thousand US dollars buying this set of houses. However, just over a month later, the exchange rate for Gold Yuan to US dollar dropped to twenty to one, and the homeowner probably had only a quarter left of the money received.

By the second year, the gold coupons became useless pieces of paper. The price of a stone of rice was over 400 million gold coupons, and a one million gold coupon could only buy a few steamed buns.

After the liberation, the Lilac Villa was taken over by the state. In 1956, the Shanghai municipal bureau of administrative affairs used the Lilac Villa as an internal guesthouse. Three years ago, it was designated as Building 9 of the Xingguo Hotel, belonging to the Donghu Group.

The Donghu Group wants to build a new luxury hotel, but funds are tight. Upon hearing the news, Andrew immediately went to negotiate and expressed willingness to provide funding, but in exchange for acquiring the Lilac Villa.

With the precedent of the Villa Amare case, this matter becomes much easier to handle. The other party didn't even ask him to rebuild a hotel in exchange, only requiring him to pay a small amount of foreign currency. Whether it is in US dollars or British pounds, it's all acceptable.

Lin Lou had just received his bonus and naturally did not lack for this money. After carefully examining the lilac villa, he readily agreed and signed a contract with Andrew.

"I will go to sign the contract with them in the afternoon. After signing the contract, they will start relocating. I will arrange for an expert familiar with ancient buildings to come and supervise them, and then the restoration work will begin! Perhaps by the time your winter break is almost over, you can come here to rest!" Andrew said as he took the contract.

Like the former residence of Wu Dak, Linlou does not intend to leave this house empty either. In such a large city like Shanghai, there is plenty of room for two high-end dining establishments with different styles.

"The house across the street is also nice! You can ask around!" Lin said, pointing to 849 Huashan Road.
Chapter 315: Bro, I Want to Make Money

On Huashan Road, there are two buildings named after lilacs. In addition to Lilac Villa, there is also Lilac Garden opposite. It is rumored that this garden was the private garden of Li Hongzhang, a minister of the Beiyang government in the late Qing Dynasty, and was later passed on to his illegitimate son, Li Jingmai.

Another rumor is that the Lilac Garden was originally the residence of the British Taixing Foreign Firm's manager, Mr. Lincoln Crawford, and was later sold to Li Hongzhang's youngest son, Li Jingmai.

The Lilac Garden was designed by the American architectural master Isaiah Rogers. He built a unique villa and an American-style large garden, planting many lilac bushes, hence the name Lilac Garden.

This Isaiah Rogers was indeed an outstanding architect who designed famous buildings such as the Tremont House in Boston, the Astor House in New York City, Exchange Hotel in Richmond, Virginia, Burnett House in Cincinnati, and Astor Opera House in New York. However, it's hard to say whether he really designed the Lilac Garden.

In the lilac garden, there are two small buildings, Building 1 as the main building and Building 3 as the secondary building. Both are English country-style villa buildings. Building 3 was once used as Li Jīngmài's private library called "Wàngyún Cǎotáng" (Cloud-viewing Cottage).

After Li Jingmai passed away in 1940, his son Li Guochao donated his books to Shandong University, totaling more than 18,000 volumes. In the 1950s, these books were transferred to the collection of Fudan University Library due to departmental adjustments.

To the south is the garden, facing the entire lilac garden, with boundless green fields without any concealment. Western-style gardens, Chinese-style gardens are all in sight; in the garden, there are huge lawns and tall camphor trees, three red and white English garden villas and small Western-style buildings are hidden among the lush flowers and trees.

The winding paths within the garden are secluded, covered by towering bamboo and hidden from the sky. The building near the entrance of the garden is surrounded by a winding low wall that extends for over a hundred meters, with 18 undulating sections, commonly known as the "Dragon Wall" due to its resemblance to a resting dragon.

"This house also belongs to Guixing International Hotel. I think if they want to build a better new hotel, they would definitely be willing to sell it." Andrew immediately realized that the bank would always find ways to meet the needs of big clients, and their service was much more considerate than any five-star hotel.

After scouring various industries, perhaps only medical representatives can compare with it, but the resources that medical representatives can mobilize are far from comparable to those of large banks. Andrew is now considering having the Hong Kong branch send a batch of information on high-end Hong Kong hotels to attract the Xingguo Hotel to spend more money as quickly as possible.

"Then I'll leave it to you!" With experience in dealing with the Wu Dake residence, Linlou believed that Andrew could look after the house well. Then the two brothers got into the car and headed to the airport.

Andrew drove them to the airport, and watched them enter the waiting hall before leaving. Lin Qiao asked, "Does your family know about this? Did you ask your parents to come and stay for a while?"

"I've told them, but they are both busy with work and don't have much time. We can only talk about it again when the weather is warmer after Chinese New Year. By then, I'll take a few days off and go back to pick up my grandparents, and then we can have a good time playing in Shanghai for a few days! Nowadays, it's a tradition to go back to our hometown for Chinese New Year, or else we can just bring our family here to celebrate."

"If the time is set, let me know in advance. I will try my best to rush back if I can!" Lin Qiao doesn't care at all about the cost of the ticket to return to the country right now.

Returning to Nanjiang City, Lin Shengbin saw the two of them coming out from the passenger exit, feeling a bit complex. "I haven't even taken a plane yet, and you two are so fancy, insisting on taking a plane just to go home. You even turn your noses up at soft sleeper train tickets."

Although it is not yet the statutory holiday, most units have gradually slowed down, leaving only a few local workers on duty. If anyone is in a hurry, the unit's drivers will be sent back early.

So the Lin brothers came back to their hometown on the second day. When their grandparents saw their two grandsons, they were extremely happy, especially Lin Qiao. "I thought you were so far away in the United States, and wouldn't be coming back for the Chinese New Year this year! Come inside to warm up, I will cook fish balls for you!"

After eating fish balls, Lin Qiao and Lin Lou respectively showed photos taken in Beijing and the United States, telling their elders about their experiences during this period. Although their grandparents rarely leave the house, from their appearance and demeanor, it is evident that they are doing well and have not suffered much, which is reassuring.

The next day, Lin Shengbin started to visit relatives in the village. Lin Qiao and Lin Lou, the two brothers, were at home chatting with their grandparents. They mentioned the idea of going on a trip, "Grandpa, Grandma, when the weather gets warmer, I will come back to take you to Shanghai for a walk!"

"Shanghai? The farthest I've been in my life is Nanjiang City. I can't go to Shanghai, it's too far!" Grandpa was very happy to hear it, but he firmly refused due to the worry about money.

"I don't understand what you two are doing outside, but it's not easy to make money these days. When you earn money, don't spend it recklessly. Save it for the future when you get married!" This is what the old folks care about the most.

Lin Qiao and Lin Lou, the brothers, exchanged a glance in secret. They earned over a million dollars just from their dividends this year. It's amazing how much money they made. These days, it's really expensive to get married - just presenting a thousand dollars as betrothal gifts would shock people!

"Don't worry, my brother is prepared for it! I still have three and a half years of college, so there's no rush!" Lin Lou said with a suppressed smile.

"Hey, why are you taking so long to study? When I was your age, I had already married your grandma at seventeen and had your dad at nineteen! Your older brother is already twenty-four this year, why hasn't he brought a wife back for us to see!" Grandma started nagging again.

Linqiao is feeling a bit overwhelmed. "Grandpa, grandma, I'm going out for a walk. It's been a long time since I've seen Xiaosheng and Xiaochang. I want to talk to them!"

"I'm also going out. My brother and I brought some things for them, so we can just go and deliver them together!"
Linlou hurried to catch up, if I'm the only one left, I'll be nagged to death by them, won't I?

The two brothers rummaged through their room and found the gifts they had prepared earlier. They took the gifts and went to play with their childhood friends. These were things that were not expensive but rare in the local area. It's not that they were being stingy, but among relatives and friends, there is a custom of reciprocity. If you give something expensive, how can others reciprocate? Would that not be troublesome?

The younger uncle has two children, Lin Sheng and Lin Chang. Lin Chang's child is in high school, so Lin Lou brought back some study materials from outside for him. Lin Sheng is no longer in school and is currently helping his uncle with work in the village.

A group of young people of similar age chatted for a while. Lin Sheng hesitantly asked, "Bro, I heard you guys are doing well out there. I also want to make some money. Do you have any suggestions?"
Chapter 316 Let's Go to Beijing with Me

"Bro, I'm not afraid of hardship, as long as I can make money, I'm okay with doing anything! You know the situation in my family. My dad got sick while working at sea years ago, and now he can't go to sea anymore. He can only do some farming at home, but we only have a small piece of land. No matter how hard we work all year round, we won't make much money!" In Nanjiang city, there are many people and few lands. Just relying on farming, the most we can do is to not starve."

"I need to buy fertilizer for farming, my younger brother needs money for school. As the older brother, I can't just stand by and do nothing!" Lin Chang happily went back to his room to do practice exercises, while Lin Sheng spoke directly.

His eye circles were a little red. "I wanted to go out to sea before, but my dad wouldn't let me. He was worried that I would end up in the same situation as him! He said if I dared to go out to sea, he would break my legs. It's better to raise a disabled son than to be eaten by the Dragon King! I said that Mazu would protect me and nothing would happen. He didn't argue with me, just picked up a stick and beat me! After being beaten twice, I didn't dare to say these things anymore."

"I can't go to sea. How can I earn money if I'm always stuck in the village? I can finish planting the small piece of land in just a few days. Do I just have to idle away the rest of the time? I'm still young, it's unbearable to wander around the village every day! Xiaolou, please take me out! I want to go out but my father doesn't allow it. You have broad experience, if you speak to my father he will definitely agree!" As he spoke, Lin Sheng covered his face and choked up. At such a young age, he had already felt the burden of his family, but couldn't find a solution, which must have been a great anguish for him.

Lin Qiao and Lin Lou fell silent. Both were of similar age and could lead carefree lives, but their childhood playmates were feeling so oppressed. Lin Lou opened his mouth and said, "Alright, then from next year, you can come with me to Beijing!"

They have been childhood playmates, and he knows Lin Sheng's character very well. When his younger uncle and aunt were in the village, they also took good care of his grandparents. From any perspective, he must lend a hand to Lin Sheng!

And the Lin family has always been united. Whenever there is something, they always favor their own family. I'm not worried that Lin Sheng will cause trouble for me. I have more and more things on my hands right now and I really need a trusted assistant.

"Really? Bro, what do you want me to do? I'm not afraid of hardship as long as I can make money. I'm okay with doing anything you ask!" Lin Sheng's eyes lit up instantly.

"It depends on what you like to do. If you like driving, I can find someone to teach you how to drive, and then introduce you to be a driver! Then the Outech company's China branch won't need to find another driver."

"If you enjoy dealing with people, I will introduce you to run business in the factory!" Chen Dejiang complained to himself before the New Year, saying that business is getting better, but he couldn't find suitable manpower. The people from Chen's village are reliable for physical work, but not suitable for external business. They are like closed-mouth gourds when it comes to doing business outside.

"If you want to do something on your own, I can help you find a storefront! You could open a small restaurant in Beijing, selling snacks like fish balls, pot stickers, and oyster cakes, and still make money. Linsheng can make all of these."

"Bro, whatever you want me to do, I'll do it!" Without hesitation, Lin Sheng said, "Bro Xiaolou, can I deceive myself?

"Alright, who’s coming with me? I promise not to let you lose out. Come with me to Beijing for a year or two, and when you come back, you’ll be able to build a three-room house for your family just like mine now!" Since that's the case, I'll take you to Beijing first and have you stay in my courtyard to get familiar with the situation. We’ll see what you want to do later!"

In the next few days, relatives come to visit the house one after another, eagerly listening to Lin Qiao and Lin Lou talk about the situation in the United States and Beijing. They use this as an encouragement to urge their own children to study hard, so that in the future, they can also go to Beijing and the United States like Little Qiao and Little Lou and make a lot of money!

Linlou received quite a few New Year's gift money, while Linqiao did not. This is also the custom of Qianhu Village. As long as the descendants are still studying, they can all receive New Year's gift money, while those who are working do not receive it.

Compared to last year, this year's Spring Festival is even more lively. After the relaxation of policies, the lives of every family have improved. Basically, no one is going hungry anymore. By the end of the year, they can still manage to get some money to buy new clothes for their children and set off some firecrackers for a festive atmosphere, hoping for a joyous occasion.

At midnight on the eve of the Chinese New Year, the sound of firecrackers began to ring out. According to the saying in Qianhu village, the more firecrackers set off during the New Year, the more blessings will come in the following year. Therefore, even the most financially strained families would buy a few strings of firecrackers to set off, in hopes of celebrating and seeking more blessings in the coming year.

And those with more solid family backgrounds, it's like a competition. If you set off 30,000 firecrackers, I have to set off 50,000 firecrackers to compete.

If you're willing, you can play all the way from midnight until breakfast in the morning, but that might be a bit dull. It's fine to just play for a little while to have some fun.

After staying in their hometown for a few days, when it was time to go back to work, Lin Qiao followed Mr. and Mrs. Lin Shengbin back, and stayed in Nanjiang City for two more days before taking a plane back to Silicon Valley. Lin Lou continued to stay in their hometown to accompany their grandparents.

Until the Lantern Festival, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying returned again and spent the festival with the two elderly people. After that, Lin Lou left and prepared to return to school.

Lin Sheng also packed up and prepared to go to Beijing with Lin Lou. On the day of departure, his younger uncle, younger aunt, and Lin Chang accompanied him to the village entrance, repeatedly urging him, "Xiao Sheng, listen to your brother when you're out there, take the initiative to do things, don't cause trouble for your brother!"

"OK, I got it. I will definitely listen to Xiao Lou Ge!" Lin Sheng wiped away his tears and promised, then reminded his younger brother, "Xiao Chang, you must study hard. Don't worry about the tuition fees, I've got it!"

"Brother, sister-in-law, you can rest assured that we will take good care of the elderly couple! You can focus on your work outside!" Linlou helped them, and they will also help Linlou. It's always good to have more relatives to take care of the elderly couple staying in the village."

Xiao Shen wiped away her tears as she walked. Her child was so young but had to travel far away. She couldn't help but worry. But the situation at home was as it was. She pulled Lin Sheng aside and whispered, "Whether you can make money outside is one thing, but you have to take care of yourself. If... If it doesn't work out, you can always come back. There will always be a place for you at home!"

"Mom, with Big Brother Xiao Lou taking care of me, it will definitely be fine!" Lin Sheng comforted his mother, while secretly vowing in his heart, "I must definitely make something of myself."

Get on the car and return to Nanjiang City, and in the evening, gather with relatives in Nanjiang City. The next day, Lin Lou was ready to depart. Lin Sheng was a little curious, "Brother Xiaolou, the enrollment at Nanjiang University starts today. Can we make it if we take the train now?"

"We don't take the train, we take the plane!"
Chapter 317 Do you want to open a restaurant?

"Taking a plane? I still have the chance to take a plane?" Lin Sheng immediately got excited, but then he thought that plane tickets must be very expensive, right? "Xiaolou, you are in a hurry to report to school and need to get there on time. I'm not in a rush, so why don't you take a plane first and I'll take the train slowly. I'll find you in Beijing when I arrive!"

"It's okay, I've already bought the plane tickets, and there's nowhere to refund them now! Just come with me... Don't argue with me, my uncle and aunt have both said that once we leave Qianhu Village, you have to listen to me! Hurry up and pack, we're going to the airport!" Linlou blocked Linsheng with his parents' words.

When I make money in the future, I must pay back the money for the plane ticket to Xiaolou. Lin Sheng touched his pocket where there was a small notebook, recording all the expenses Lin Lou has spent on him since leaving Hucun. Lin Sheng does not want to take advantage of Lin Lou, and he plans to repay these expenses in the future.

Lin Sheng did not say anything. Lin took him to the airport, muttering in his heart, this is actually a good way. I'll go home when I have time and tell Grandpa and Grandma that the train ticket money has been spent. If they don't go, it will be a waste. They should agree to go to Shanghai together, right?

"How can such a heavy and large airplane fly?" Lin Sheng couldn't quite wrap his head around it when he arrived at the airport and saw the huge airplane.

When we reached the sky and looked down through the airplane window, we saw the buildings on the ground getting smaller and smaller. Lin Sheng's face started to turn pale until the plane flew above the clouds and he couldn't see the ground anymore. Fortunately, young people adapt quickly. After getting used to it, Lin Sheng started asking Lin Lou about his own plans after arriving in Beijing.

After getting off the plane, Lin Sheng took a taxi to the quadrangle. He was dumbfounded again. Lin Lou had not mentioned how his accommodation would be arranged. He had thought he would have to rent a run-down house in Beijing. He didn't expect that Lin Lou not only built such a big three-room house in the village, but also owned such a large quadrangle in Beijing.

"You can choose any room upstairs, the bedding is already there. Just pick the one you like and rest for a while. I'll go to the school to take care of some paperwork, then we can have dinner together," Lin said as he led him upstairs, helped him pick a room, and then went to the school to take care of the formalities.

Lin Sheng sat in the clean and tidy room for a while before he realized that he should put away his belongings first. Then he took out his notebook and started to record carefully. Although Xiao Lou Ge didn't say anything, I still need to pay the monthly rent for this house in Beijing. But...how much should a house like this in the city cost per month?

After writing down the word "rent" in the account book, Lin Sheng was a bit unsure of what else to write. He decided to leave it blank for now and planned to go out and inquire about the surroundings before making any further records.

When Lin Sheng went out to look at the yard, he saw the fallen leaves and immediately started busying himself, picking up a broom to clean up. After finishing the cleaning, he refused to rest and went back to his room to rummage through his bag. He then went down to the kitchen to keep busy. Xiao Lou said he would be back soon for dinner, and it would probably be ready by the time he returned.

When the fish balls were almost done cooking, Linlou came back, followed by his roommates and a few teachers. Linsong poked his head out of the kitchen and was dumbfounded to see so many people. He exclaimed, "There are so many people, I didn't cook enough fish balls!"

"This is my cousin Lin Sheng. He wants to come out and challenge himself. These are my teachers... and these are my roommates..." Lin Lou introduced them to each other.

"Xiao Sheng, are you cooking fish balls? I've heard that the fish balls in Nanjiang City are delicious. I haven't had a chance to try them." Hu Zhongping and others quickly understood that whoever has a job in the city will face this situation, and since Linlou has the conditions, it's only right to help relatives from our hometown.

"Please wait a moment, teachers. I will cook something for you right away! But I don't have much on hand, so you can only taste a little! It's okay, I'll buy some fish later and cook for you!" Lin Sheng quickly went upstairs to get busy.

By the time he arrived, the restaurant had already switched to individual hotpot service. Two copper hotpot stoves were set up on the table, and two groups of people were busy slicing vegetables.

"The fish balls can also be used in hot pot, but this time let's try the method from Nanjiang City first! The fish balls in Nanjiang City are different from those in Beijing. The fish balls in Beijing are made from grass carp, while the ones in Nanjiang City are made from eels. Eels have more flesh and are more tender, but contain fewer bones. They are perfect for making fish balls." Linlou introduced to them.

When it was cooked and served, the taste was indeed different from the fish balls they had eaten before. Wen Xuan jokingly said, "Xiao Lou, why didn't you bring such good stuff over before?"

"Nothing I can do about it. Freshly made fish balls don't keep well. By the time I finish making them and bring them over, they'll already be spoiled! However, Xiaosheng's family has a secret recipe. The fish balls they make can last for two days without losing their flavor. That's why you can finally taste them this time!" Linlou explained. Since there aren't any quick-frozen fish balls now, it's really difficult to bring them over."

"Did Xiaosheng make all of these by himself? The taste is indeed good! In my opinion, you don't need to go out and find work. A few years ago, the government in Beijing issued a notice encouraging young people to return to the city and create their own employment opportunities, restoring small eateries, food stalls, etc. With your skills, opening a small restaurant would be completely feasible!" Li Qingxi suggested.

"This method is good. I haven't seen many places doing this yet. Once it's open, everyone will definitely want to try something new. If your taste is good, people will want to come back for more. There will definitely be no problem with the business in the future!"

"If you really have this idea, I can help you find a place. I remember there's a house for rent near my home, which is quite suitable for opening a small restaurant!" Several teachers enthusiastically offered to help.

"Looking forward to the weekend, a few of us will come to support you!" Wenxuan added, eager to join in the fun.

"Thank you, teachers and students! However, I have just arrived in Beijing and I am not familiar with the situation here. It may not be appropriate to open a store hastily. I will take a look around first before making a decision! If I do decide to open a store later, I will definitely need everyone's help!" Lin Sheng did not hastily agree.

Firstly, it is indeed as he said. Secondly, he also thought that opening a store might make money, but it wouldn't be of much help to Xiaolouge. It would be best to find a livelihood that can both earn money and help Xiaolouge.

"That's right! You just arrived today, no need to rush discussing these matters. Let's first taste the traditional Beijing-style sliced lamb hotpot!" Wenxuan pulled him to sit down and served him a piece of sliced lamb for hotpot.

A girl is coming to Xi'an to play for a few days, so I have to accompany her. I can only guarantee two updates these days.
Chapter 318 Deputy Factory Director

The freshman registration lasted for two days. On the second day, there were still no classes in Lin building. He took Lin Sheng for a walk outside, teaching him how to read maps and take public transportation. Lin Sheng had finished junior high school, so it was not a problem for him to recognize maps and bus stops.

Over the past decade or so, the country has made many mistakes, but there are several significant endeavors. Firstly, the rural water conservancy projects have been of deep significance. Collective labor has enabled villages and communes to gather a large amount of manpower to construct small-scale water conservancy projects. These projects have begun to show results, and the increased production after implementing the household contract responsibility system is not just about labor enthusiasm. These water conservancy projects, along with the gradual popularization of fertilizers, have played a significant role.

Another aspect is the role of eradicating illiteracy in rural areas. At that time, many villages would hold nighttime literacy classes to teach the villagers some simple Chinese characters. Many people didn't see the point of it and wondered, "What's the use of learning to read? We're just going to farm in the village anyway. Can we become cadres by learning to read?"

However, with the continuous development of urbanization, this accumulation becomes useful. At the very least, migrant workers can understand maps, understand signs, know how to buy tickets at the train station, and can also understand Mandarin. They can even have basic communication when they go to other places, which allows them to dare to leave their hometown and seek opportunities in the city. If they don't recognize a single word and can't understand Mandarin, I'm afraid they wouldn't be able to do even these basic things, would they?

"I took you around today, so tomorrow you can go out on your own! When you go out, don't carry too much money. Put it in different places, so even if you get pickpocketed, you'll still have money to take the bus back!" Lin Lou reminded him of things to be careful about while living in the city.

"Okay, I got it," Lin Sheng said with embarrassment. When he left home, his mother sewed a small pocket on his pants, where she put the life-saving money. No matter how skillful the thief is, they probably won't be able to steal from there, right?

Returning to the courtyard, I saw that Chen Dejiang had also arrived, carrying a lot of food, all produced in his own village. After clarifying Lin Sheng's identity, Chen Dejiang immediately suggested, "Mr. Lin, why don't we let Sheng help me with the business! He dared to come to Beijing to make a name for himself, he definitely has courage, speaks fluently, and with these two qualities, he is more than capable of running the business."

Mr. Lin? Isn't my brother a college student? How come he's now a boss? Lin Sheng feels a bit strange. Since he brought him to Beijing, Lin Lou didn't intend to keep it from him, so he explained the origin of the tile factory, "This tile factory is contracted in the name of Old Chen, but in fact, I also have shares. After the contract expires, I can directly buy it from the village."

The policy has been relaxed a bit now, and Chen Dejiang is also considering this matter. It's almost running smoothly, and in a while, this tile factory can be turned into private ownership. This is also good for the village, because once it becomes private, Chen Dejiang and Linlou will be able to continue investing money to expand the scale, and more people in the village will have the opportunity to make money.

Just make sure the procedures are carried out cleanly and neatly, so as to avoid any trouble in the future due to unclear property rights. Chen Dejiang also understands this principle and assured that he will take care of the matter.

And Chen Dejiang also realizes that with his limited abilities, if he wants to make big money, he definitely needs to cling to Lin Lou's thigh. However, Lin Lou is usually very busy and has no time to take care of the tile factory's affairs. If someone goes to him and talks behind his back, making him feel suspicious, that would not be good.

Lin Sheng coming over now can resolve his concerns. It's not a problem if you don't have time to take care of it yourself. I'll bring your brother to the factory, he'll know everything that's happening there, and then he can report back to you. You won't have any doubts, will you?

Although occasionally someone may urge him to do so, Chen never had the intention to take over the factory. He thought it through very clearly. While taking over the factory might bring him immediate satisfaction and potential profit in the next year or two, with the increasing number of people entering the tile business, there is a possibility that in a few years, it will become as oversaturated as the brick and tile factories.

If you want to expand and strengthen the factory, you need to have the technology and a way to achieve it. You don't have either of these, so you can only rely on 林楼. Should you have your own exclusive small tile factory, or hold shares in a large tile factory to earn more?

His grandfather used to be the manager of a large reputable business, not only earning more than the bosses of small shops, but also holding a much higher social status. When it comes to making the best choice, Chen Dejiang has calculated the accounts very meticulously.

"Xiao Sheng will come and learn from me first. Once we have secured the factory, and he becomes familiar with the work, we'll make him the deputy factory manager! It will also ease my burden a little!" So, not only do we need to have him come and help, but we also need to let him get involved in all aspects of the factory."

As for whether these two brothers will join forces to drive him away, Chen Dejiang is not worried. Through more than a year of contact, he knows that Linlou is a honest person and would not do such a thing! Plus, relying on just your brother alone would not be enough to handle such a big business, right? You won't find someone else who can handle it as well as me!

"Xiao Sheng, what do you think?" Lin Lou was a little moved by what he said, but this matter still depends on Lin Sheng's opinion.

"I... I'll go and take a look first! If I can't do it, it wouldn't be good to trouble Director Chen. But if I feel confident, I'll let you know later!" Lin Sheng thought for a moment and said.

After finishing dinner that day, he packed up and followed Chen Dejiang to Chenjia Village. Chen Dejiang arranged for him to stay in his own home, which was a newly built house with plenty of space.

When Lin Sheng arrived at the tile factory, he didn't mention his relationship with Lin Lou. Whether it was making the clay or firing the kiln, as long as the tile factory had work to do, no matter how tiring and hard it was, he would go up and experience it.

After getting familiar with the work in the factory, Lin Sheng started following Qi Baocheng's younger brother around for business, drinking when asked to drink, speaking good words when asked, and quickly learned quite a bit.

Half a month later, Lin Sheng returned to the quadrangle courtyard. "Brother, I've made up my mind. Running a small eatery is not that meaningful. I'd rather go to the factory to help out! I can handle this job!"

Lin Sheng has made up his mind. Since he holds shares in the tile factory and Lin Lou has no time to take care of it, he will have to look after it for Lin Lou. Although running a snack bar might earn him more in terms of salary, performance bonuses, and rewards, for Xiao Lou, other than occasionally going there to have a meal, it is of no use.

And working in the factory, I can also help Xiao Lou take care of the family business. I also come into contact with many people and can learn a lot of things!

"Since you've made up your mind, then let's go! For now, you should learn more from Director Chen. It might come in handy in the future!"
Chapter 319: Why should he go?

"Later, I will find some books on technical and management aspects for you to read! Lao Chen said he wants you to be the deputy factory director, but I won't agree if you're not capable!" In the current situation with a small enterprise scale, some simple methods can be used for management, but it won't work once the company grows larger.

In the 1980s, many people became wealthy, but there are only a few who have been able to maintain and continue to expand their businesses. Linlou only remembers a few such individuals, such as Cao Dewang from Fuyao Glass and Lu Guanqiu from Wanxiang Group. Although they missed the opportunity for formal education, they have maintained a strong passion for learning throughout their careers and constantly enriched themselves.

If Lin Sheng didn't have the ambition, Lin Tower could still provide him with a prosperous life; if he did, that would be even better, and Lin Tower would definitely create more opportunities for him.

"Of course, if I didn't have the ability, I wouldn't dare to be the deputy factory manager and that would have affected you, Xiaolou. When I go back, my dad would surely beat me up!" Lin Sheng assured repeatedly, "The Chen family's house has electric lights, making it convenient to study at night. I'll go out to work during the day and study when I come back at night."

"It's fine, Xiao Sheng, you missed the chance to go to college back then, but it's okay. As long as you want to learn, I can create opportunities for you. Whenever you encounter something you don't understand, write down the questions, and then I'll find a college student who understands it to teach you! Learn and practice at the same time. After a few years, you definitely won't be inferior to those who graduated from a regular university!" Lin Lou encouraged.

"Hey! I always listen to your advice, Xiaolou Ge. I'll do whatever you ask me to do!" Not being able to attend university has been a long-standing regret for Lin Sheng, and now having the opportunity to make up for it, his heart is filled with gratitude.

"There's not much clay around Beijing that can be used to make tiles. In the future, if we want to expand the factory, we will have to go to other places. According to my plan, we should establish two production centers, one in the north and one in the south, corresponding to the northern and southern markets. The one in the north will be in Shandong, where Lao Chen will be in charge, and for the one in the south, Foshan seems to be more suitable. If you have the ability, I'll let you handle it!" Lin Lou gave him something to look forward to.

"At that time, it's not just you. Other young people in the Lin family in Qianhu Village who want to venture out can also be sent there! Nowadays, the talent market is not smooth, so at the initial stage, we can only rely on acquaintances. The clan in Haidong has always been united. There is no need to worry that they will not work hard. As for how far they can go in the future, it depends on them."

"Xiao Lou, you can rest assured that I will definitely not let the Lin family down." Upon hearing Lin Lou still thinking of his hometown friends, Lin Sheng was also deeply moved. Running boats may bring in money, but it also comes with its own risks. If there could be a better choice, the number of times the suona is played in Qianhu Village will definitely be reduced in the future, right?

That night, Linlou brought in a few students majoring in related fields to chat with Linsheng and recommend some introductory textbooks. Then Linlou noticed that the light in Linsheng's room was on for a long time, indicating that he had started studying from then on.

The next day, after seeing off Lin Sheng, Lin Lou and his roommates came to the classroom to study. There wasn't much going on at the moment, so they came to get acquainted with the teachers first. They would take a leave of absence when they start preparing for the competition.

"Oh, what a rare guest! Lin Lou actually came to class!" The teachers all joked when they saw him, and when it was time for the English class, Lin Lou was absent again.

Then he ran to Mrs. Xie Shuhua's house to study French. His French level is very good now, but it's always beneficial to consolidate it further.

Over the weekend, Lin Sheng came back with a lot of questions. He spent money to hire two senior students from corresponding majors to help him with tutoring. They have already started their internships, having practical experience and a solid theoretical foundation. Lin Sheng is also quite modest and started studying diligently with the two teachers as soon as they arrived.

He was busy studying, and Linlou was also busy. Today happened to be the time for Linmita to report to Beijing, so Linlou and teachers such as Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and Jin Qiuxiang listened to Linmita's report together.

The construction of the Shanghai Youth League Committee office building is progressing smoothly. The construction teams in Shanghai are highly skilled, and the difficulty of this project is not considered significant. Furthermore, with Linmita overseeing the project, any occasional minor issues can be smoothly resolved.

"The construction on the campus of Linzhou University is a bit tricky. Underground construction is indeed more challenging than above-ground construction, and it cannot disrupt the original library. This has slowed down the progress a bit! But it's okay, because Linzhou University already has a department of architecture. Sometimes they can solve the problem without the need for our on-site architects!" Xu Jiaping introduced the progress of the renovation project for the library of Linzhou University.

"Even some professors have treated this project as a research topic, intending to study the issues of underground construction thoroughly. This will make our work much easier."

"Ah, I was busy from the beginning to the end of last semester. It's been almost a month since the new semester started, and I still don't have a new project on hand. I'm getting anxious with all this free time!" Li Qingxi sighed. "In theory, the previous matter should be over by now. Aren't there any new projects for us? Also, how about the competition? Has the school completed the process?"

"There are still people who can do projects with us, but the focus of this semester is to participate in the competition. Let's wait for the results first! If anyone is bored, you can read more materials and see if there are any good ideas!" It's not easy to defeat Zaha's design!"

"Architectural competition? What architectural competition are you planning to participate in?" Linmita ran through all the architectural competitions she remembered in her mind, but either the timing or the specifications didn't match. What competition is it, after all?

"Hu Zhongping introduced, 'There is an international architectural competition in Hong Kong, and the judge is Shin Kishimoto. The information was gathered by Xiaolou, and other schools probably don't know yet!'"

Fragrant River! International! Iwasaki Arata! When Lin Mita heard these words, she got excited. I also want to participate in such a high-level competition! But when she thought about her own identity, she hesitated.

"Last time I asked Member Wu's secretary, and it's estimated that there will be a meeting to discuss this matter in the Department on Monday. I will continue to inquire, and I will come back to tell everyone as soon as there is any news!" said Xu Jiaping, the most skilled communicator among the teachers.

On Monday morning, after discussing several issues, Member Wu brought up the matter and introduced the situation, saying, "I think participating in international competitions is definitely a good thing. Does anyone have any opinions?"

Hong Kong? That's a great place! As soon as they heard that Lin is going to Hong Kong, certain people got excited and protested, why should he get to go! I want to go too!
Chapter 320: Pay for it myself? Then I won't go.

Nowadays, as long as there is a way, everyone wants to leave the country. It's best to study or work abroad. Even if that's not possible, it's good to go for a visit. Firstly, it can broaden one's horizons. After coming back from a trip overseas, one can boast for several years. Secondly, there are practical benefits. There are subsidies for going abroad, and they are paid in US dollars.

Accommodation, meal, and miscellaneous expenses are managed uniformly, and individuals have no way to control them. However, in addition to this, there are also pocket money and travel allowances, which probably add up to about ten dollars a day. This amount of money doesn't go far overseas, but when saved and brought back to the country, it can be very useful.

If any leader wants to go out or go to the Friendship Store to buy something but cannot exchange foreign currency, quickly take it and send it over. It will definitely earn the leader's gratitude.

This is just the most straightforward method. If you're more resourceful, you can buy some novelty items from abroad and sell them for a greater profit. Or if you grit your teeth and figure out a way to bring out more US dollars, you can even buy a TV. Then you won't have to worry anymore, as the next day someone will come to introduce your child to a potential spouse.

The quality of places to visit varies. The best choices are the United States and Western European countries, followed by Japan, Australia, and then Hong Kong. Eastern European countries are acceptable, and South America is also worth a visit. As for Africa, it's better to forget about it. There's nothing worth buying, and it's too chaotic. Even with subsidies, I wouldn't want to go. It's a big loss if something happens to me there.

Hong Kong is a pretty good choice, so when people heard about the opportunity to go to Hong Kong to participate in the competition, many of them couldn't sit still. It's such a great opportunity, I also have to get involved! Whether I can win a prize is not important, the important thing is to go to Hong Kong for a visit and buy some imported electrical appliances.

"Commissioner Wu! Since the competition this time is of such high standard, should we reconsider the selection of participants? After all, going out represents the image of our Tsinghua University, and even represents the image of China. We must certainly choose someone with fluent foreign language skills, strong professional qualifications, and a stable personality, right?" He evaluated his own situation while making these requirements.

Well, Lin has good English proficiency and professional competence, but he is too young and not mature enough. Therefore, the organization should entrust this important task to me firmly!

"Yeah, Jizaki Shin is a world-renowned master architect. If Kobayashi says the wrong thing in front of him, it will not only be a loss for our Tsinghua Architecture Department, but also a disgrace to the entire Chinese architectural community!" Another big label was thrown out.

"Although Xiaolin is young, he has a very steady personality!" Chairman Wu remembered the experiment Xiaolin conducted before. Most young people would get anxious if their correct opinions were not recognized, right? But Xiaolin didn't. Instead, he patiently conducted the experiment and convinced others to accept it with irrefutable evidence. Isn't this considered steady?

"Of course, if you want to participate in the competition, you are welcome to do so!" Commissioner Wu quickly added, seeing that others were about to argue.

"Really? Isn't it? Is the funding in our department so abundant? Can we really afford to send so many people to participate in the competition in Hong Kong all at once? It's not very likely, is it?"

"Of course it's real! This is the information given to me by Xiao Lin, and everything is clearly written on it. Any architect with previous works can participate! There is no limit on the number of participants!" Commissioner Wu said with a smile, "But there is one thing, the organizers have set a threshold to prevent people from taking advantage, and to increase the workload of the judges. So, in order to participate in the competition, you need to pay a registration fee of 500 US dollars!"

"The money here..." Several teachers who wanted to go looked eagerly at Commissioner Wu, "If you ask us to pay for it ourselves, we definitely don't have it. This is 500 US dollars! Converted to RMB, it's worth several years of my salary."

"Department~~" Member Wu raised his voice, then suddenly lowered it, "Definitely can't afford it! You all are well aware of the situation in our department. We don't even have enough money to buy foreign language books or journals, so how can we afford to register for foreign exchange?"

Of course, this is also because Commissioner Wu is very clear that, for them, there is almost no hope of winning prizes in competitions. If there is really hope, even if it is only one-tenth, Commissioner Wu will also give strong support.

"What's the matter with Linlou? Since the department is not willing to fund it, why does Linlou still want to go?"

"Xiao Lin previously assisted Mr. Bei at work and was receiving a salary. Mr. Bei probably gave him a sum of US dollars! So Xiao Lin said there was no need for the hospital to bear the expenses, he would cover the registration fees and travel expenses himself, the department only needs to help him with the formalities so he can go to Hong Kong and see for himself!" In fact, if Linlou had spoken, Commissioner Wu would also be willing to provide this money. He felt that Linlou still had some hope of winning."

After all, he has received praise from Ieoh Ming Pei, and whether it is the traditional Chinese courtyard, the new building of the Linzhou University Library, or the design of the Shanghai Youth League Committee Office, they are all excellent.

"If you are like Xiaolin, willing to pay the registration fee and cover the travel expenses yourself, I will arrange for the procedures to be processed as soon as possible for you! If you win an award in the future, the department will also reimburse you! How about it? Do you have confidence in yourself? If so, then pay for it yourself!"

As long as your work can have a certain impact, even if you don't win an award at that time, I will strive to reimburse you or even provide extra bonuses for you. It's up to you whether you want to give it a try.

"Ah, with my entire family of five relying on my own salary to make a living, I don't even have money to buy cigarettes, and now there's so much money to register!" The person who was most excited just started laughing.

What? I have to pay for registration? Cover my own travel expenses? Then I won't go! If I had that kind of money, I would find some connections and arrange a visit for academic exchange, wouldn't that be better?

"Ah, it would be easier if it were less, but 500 dollars? How am I supposed to afford that?" His words sound nice, but even if the registration fee were reduced to five dollars, he still wouldn't be able to afford it. Travel expenses also cost money, don't they?

It seems like Xiaolin really hit the jackpot! Just handing over $500 without hesitation? Actually, I also thought the design proposal for the Xiangshan Hotel was a bit awkward at the time. Why didn't I speak up? If I had, should I have earned that money?

He hadn't thought about whether the questions he raised could reach the level of Lin Tower, and whether he could come up with a reliable solution after raising the questions; even if he said it at the time, he was afraid that he couldn't even pass the test of Member Wu, let alone win the favor of Bei Yuming.

After looking for a while and observing no further opposition, Commissioner Wu announced, "Since that's the case, then it's settled. The department will quickly assist Xiaolin in completing the formalities."
Chapter 321: So Rich

"The department meeting has already passed! At the beginning, many people wanted to compete with us, but when they heard that they had to pay the registration fee and travel expenses themselves, they all gave up! It's thoughtful of Xiaolou, otherwise this matter would still be up for grabs!" Xu Jiaping said excitedly when he returned to the quadrangle courtyard.

"Give me a chance to try it too, to Hong Kong! Who wouldn't want to go? Lao Xu, you're really lucky this time. Remember to bring us back something when you go! I just want a few more Linda Ronstadt cassettes." Li Qingxi teased, secretly wanting to go to Hong Kong with Linlou as well.

Everyone had been to Shanghai before, but Xujia Ping always went to poor places like Linzhou. After a while, everyone felt a bit embarrassed to compete with him.

"This time I'm going with Xiaolou mainly to see the scene. The important matter is crucial, the important matter is crucial!" Xu Jiaping expressed his attitude first, then said, "But as long as there's time, I'll definitely help you buy it!"

"Since it's not easy for me to go out, I will definitely make time for you to go shopping!" Lin Lou said with a smile. He is not an unfeeling person, after all, he still needs to allow time for shopping and buying things.

"Hey, I need to take a good stroll around there!" Xu Jiaping excitedly rubbed his hands. This is Hong Kong! It's such a developed place. I heard that people there speak Cantonese. Will I be able to communicate with them when I go there? Should I find a student from Guangdong to learn a few phrases first? Oh, Huang Yaxiang from Xiaolou Dormitory seems to be from Guangdong, right? I'll ask him when I meet him later.

"Don't get too happy too early. Even though the department has approved it, there are still a lot of processes to go through in the school. Keep an eye on it these days, and don't get stuck in any way! This is not a school's external exchange activity, and some people may have some inappropriate ideas!" Hu Zhongping kindly reminded.

"I understand, I understand. I just went outside to buy a few packs of cigarettes! I'll go over and check on the situation early tomorrow morning!" Xu Jiaping patted his pocket. He knew how troublesome those little devils from the school administration and logistics department could be.

In the morning, the office responsible for reviewing the exit procedures of the school staff had not opened yet. Xu Jiaping was waiting outside when he saw Dong Qiang walking unsteadily. Xu Jiaping quickly went up to him, took out a cigarette from the pack and handed it over, saying, "Director Dong, good morning, have a cigarette first!"

Oh, Zhonghua, not bad! Dong Qiang's eyes lit up when he saw the cigarette pack. He politely exchanged a few words, then took it and lit up, enjoying a puff. The taste of this cigarette is indeed better than Daqianmen.

"What should I call you? I don't think I've seen you before. Are you a teacher from our school?" Knowing Hua Zi is there, Dong Qiang maintained a decent attitude and showed some concern as he entered the office, even pretending to offer Xu Jiaping a glass of water.

"Director Dong, please have a seat. Let me do it!" Xu Jiaping grabbed the electric kettle and hurried to the water room to fill it with hot water, then came back and poured a cup for Dong Qiang, also lighting a cigarette for him before pouring a cup for himself.

Oh, I just love this kind of sensible attitude. Those old teachers who used to come and rush me through procedures were so annoying. Were they all so clueless from studying? I work hard to help you with things, don't you have any opinions? I'm also tired from working, you know?

Dong Qiang lit another cigarette and squinted at Xu Jiaping through the smoke, speculating about his background and the purpose of his visit. Was he here to study abroad or for a short-term academic exchange? If he was going abroad to study, one pack of cigarettes wouldn't be enough.

"Director Dong, I am Xu Jiaping, a teacher from the architecture department of our school. I will be going to Hong Kong to participate in an international architectural design competition. The department has already had a meeting and approved it, so I estimate that the paperwork will be sent to you soon." Xu Jiaping first introduced his situation, and then began to compliment Dong Qiang for his hard work, "I'm sorry to trouble you..."

"It's nothing, it's nothing. We are here to serve the teachers and students of our school. Since it's a service, what's the point of saying it's hard?" Dong Qiang said in an official tone, "The documents haven't been delivered yet. In the future, when I see your information, I will definitely handle it according to the regulations!"

Hmm, rules are definitely meant to be followed, but the rules also don't say that I have to approve your request, right? If there are some minor errors later on, is it also in compliance with the rules to send it back for them to make corrections?

Xu Jiaping naturally understood Dong Qiang's implication, as he had already inquired about it. This somewhat thrifty individual was well-prepared and, after chatting with Dong Qiang for a while, took his leave. However, as he left, a pack of unopened Zhonghua cigarettes was left on Dong Qiang's table.

People nowadays are not so bold. Treating them to a meal and buying a pack of cigarettes can accomplish a lot. By Xu Jiaping's standards, a pack of Zhonghua cigarettes is more than enough to handle such a small matter. If it weren't for him earning a lot with Lin Lou on a project last year, he wouldn't be willing to take such good cigarettes! When others come to ask Dong Qiang for favors, it's just a pack of Daqianmen cigarettes.

Dong Qiang, who is considered sensible, glanced at the pack of cigarettes and hesitated before deciding not to smoke. He opened the drawer, swept the Huazi into it, and took out a Daqianmen cigarette to smoke.

I took a break and walked into the adjacent large office. "Xiao Li, can you find out what's going on with a teacher named Xu Jiaping from our school planning to go to Hong Kong recently?"

By the afternoon, Xiao Li came with the documents for Xu Jiaping. "Director, I've inquired about it, and Xu Jiaping is different from other teachers! He funded the trip himself!"

"Out of pocket?" Dong Qiang immediately sat up straight.

"Yes, self-funded. I asked a friend from the architecture department. Originally, many people wanted to seize this opportunity when the department was having a meeting, but Commissioner Wu said that the department doesn't have the budget for it. Participating in this international architectural design competition requires a registration fee of $500, and one has to take care of their own transportation, accommodation, and meals. No one argued with him after hearing that!"

"Otherwise, how could he have spent a few years at Tsinghua University? Such a good opportunity could never fall into his lap!" Xiao Li said in a low voice.

"So you're saying this isn't a task from the architecture department? It's his personal initiative?" Dong Qiang sighed in his heart, "He sure is wealthy to just throw out 500 dollars like that!"

"Well, it should be like this!" Xiaolin nodded.

"Okay, I got it!" Dong Qiang waved his hand to let him go, then paced back and forth in the office with his hands behind his back. Five hundred dollars for registration fees, how many years of my salary does that amount to? And you just threw it away like that?

So you must take this competition very seriously, right? In that case, one pack of sunflower seeds won't be enough!
Chapter 322 Too Greedy

"It's been a week already, why haven't we received the results yet?" Xu Jiaping thought that sending a bribe would be enough to get the job done, but now it's been so long and the procedures are still stuck at Dong Qiang's end without approval.

"Could it be that we're missing some materials?" Hu Zhongping and the others hadn't been outside, so they could only guess according to their own thoughts.

"No, I helped Xiao Xu organize the materials, and the school's regulations are just these! He has everything prepared!" Jin Qiuxiang had helped her partner with relevant procedures before, so she was quite clear about these.

She thought for a moment and suggested, "When I was helping with the formalities before, I heard that Director Dong is a bit... a bit of that! We had to gather money to take him out for a meal to resolve it back then. Maybe you should give it a try too?"

"I brought a pack of Zhonghua cigarettes the first time I went there!" It seems I underestimated the situation. Xu Jiaping was a little anxious, "Should I invite him for a meal again? Where do you guys think we should go?"

After discussing, everyone decided to raise the standard a bit based on the last time Jin Qiuxiang invited Dǒng Qiáng. They chose a restaurant, and then Xú Jiāpíng found Dǒng Qiáng again. They exchanged a lot of roundabout words, and Dǒng Qiáng didn't say he couldn't do it, but he also didn't give a definite answer. After hearing about the restaurant, he refused the invitation altogether and just asked him to wait for further notice.

After Xu Jiaping left, Dong Qiang stood behind the window, looking at his back with a cold sneer in his heart. In order to participate in this competition, you must have spent at least $500 on transportation, accommodation, and meals. If you take it seriously, you must show enough sincerity. Do you think you can get rid of me with just a pack of cigarettes and a meal? That's not going to happen!

I won't mention the dollar. Can you at least give me some foreign exchange coupons or something? The news of the $500 registration fee has whetted Dong Qiang's appetite, and he's no longer satisfied with such a small amount. It's not easy to come across such a good opportunity, so he won't let it slip easily without taking a big bite.

"What's going on here? I never had any dealings with him before, let alone offend him. What game is he playing?" After returning home, Xu Jiaping became even more anxious.

"Everyone, think about it, is there any way to find out information? Teacher Jin, didn't you help your spouse with some procedures before? You should know people inside, right? Lao Xu, you are so good at interacting with people, don't you know anyone else?"
This small group is very united, when Xu Jiaping encountered trouble, everyone helped to come up with solutions.

"I used to follow the proper procedures, except for inviting him to dinner, everything went through the normal process without any personal relationship." Jin Qiuxiang wanted to help, but didn't know where to start.

"I don't have much capability. I can only get by in our department. How would I know anyone important in the school! If I had connections, why would I need to ask him for help!" Xu Jiaping was also anxious. Why am I so unlucky to have encountered someone like this.

"Teacher Jin's spouse was sent out by the school, so he doesn't dare to obstruct. Our operation this time is considered a private action, even if it goes against the school's wishes, he won't mind! That's why we can act so confidently, right?" Lin guessed.

"Wu committee member has high expectations for you. He doesn't want you to go out and it will affect your chances of winning the award. What about talking to Wu committee member? If Wu committee member intervenes, he definitely wouldn't dare to say anything." suggested Li Qingxi.

"It's a bit untimely. Commissioner Wu is busy with important matters every day, and it's inappropriate to disturb him for such a trivial issue. Besides, the department has approved it before, and Commissioner Wu has already helped us a lot. Using Commissioner Wu as a last resort may work, but it should only be done as a last resort and not unless absolutely necessary."

"I'll find a way to ask around!" Lin Lou could tell that most of the teachers were still young. Besides Xu Jiaping, the others were not good at socializing. It seemed unlikely that they could gather information, so he would have to find someone else to ask.

But who should I ask? After thinking through the people he met in Beijing, Lin finally found a suitable candidate. He got up and made a phone call from the room.

"I'm going out to meet someone and ask for help in finding out something!" After going out, I arrived at Jiale Chinese-Western Restaurant. After waiting for a while, Yang Yanzhi came over. He had previously held a position in the student union and frequently interacted with the school's teachers. This guy is good at handling things and speaks well. It couldn't be more appropriate to ask him for help in finding out information.

Ordered a few dishes, when this matter was mentioned, Yang Yanzhi nodded, "I've also heard people criticize Dong Qiang before. It is said that anyone who wants to do business with him has to show some favor. Even if you give him a big bribe, he won't think it's enough. He is not afraid to take money directly, but because he still has some influence, he never offends people he can't afford to provoke, so he has never encountered any trouble."

"He must feel that your expression is lacking!" Yang Yanzhi said confidently.

"Then you help me ask and see how he is going to pass!" This is similar to what Lin Lou thought.

"It's a small matter. I have a friend from the same class who stayed at the university after graduation. He works in the office next to his. I'll ask him to find out for sure." Yang Yanzi readily agreed.

His ability to handle affairs is truly admirable. The next day, he had already obtained the result, and personally went to the courtyard to say to Linlou, "This guy is shameless. He saw that you had paid a registration fee of five hundred US dollars and thought you were rich, so he wanted to take advantage of you. Treating him to a meal wouldn't be enough, and he wouldn't accept gifts unless it's in US dollars, at the minimum, foreign exchange vouchers!"

"The amount in US dollars must be this, and for the foreign exchange coupon, it has to be this!" Yang Yanzhi made a few hand gestures and revealed the price demanded by Dong Qiang.

"He's really bold! Isn't he afraid of being reported?" Xu Jiaping was angry. This was originally something you should take care of. Why do I have to give you money? What should I do with this money? Why should I fill your bottomless pit?"

"Who did you give the information to? Are you willing to step forward and report it yourself? Even if others hear some rumors, there's no evidence, right?" Yang Yanzhi shrugged, "He's used to doing these things, he won't easily leave any evidence."

"If you don't give it, he can really mess up your matter. There was a teacher before who refused to endure this, and insisted on not giving it. Dong Qiang found a bunch of minor problems from his application materials, which delayed his participation in an international academic conference. Others had nothing to say because the materials did have problems. He has been in this department for so many years and knows his way around very well!"

Upon hearing Yang Yanzhi's words, Xu Jiaping suddenly felt a bit hesitant, "Then... Maybe I shouldn't go this time. Little Lou, you can go by yourself!"
Chapter 323 Don't Spoil Him

The visa for Lin Lou's last trip to the United States for an academic conference has not expired, so it can still be used. Therefore, this time, only Xu Jiaping needs to apply for a visa. Although it is a pity to let go of this opportunity, Xu Jiaping really does not want to endure this frustration.

"Ah, to be honest, things in this school are really awkward. In theory, both the administrative and logistics departments are supposed to serve the teachers and students. However, in practice, the students don't understand anything, and the teachers are busy with teaching and research. Unconsciously, the positions have been reversed! Many things that should be taken care of by them, and must be done well, end up requiring others' help to get them done!" Yang Yanzhi said, full of frustration.

When he was a cadre in the student union back then, he encountered these kinds of things a lot. Although he had the ability to handle them smoothly, it doesn't mean that he liked them.

"Moreover, showing off and acting tough in school is much less risky than doing so outside. If you try to pull this off in a factory and encounter a hot-tempered worker, they might just flip your desk. But in school, students are held back by the two barriers of graduation certificates and job assignments. Even if they are angry, they have to endure it. And the teachers, they are all intellectuals..." Yang Yanzhi didn't finish his sentence.

Everyone understood, it's like a scholar encountering soldiers - they can solve academic problems, but they don't have a good way to deal with thuggery.

Lin Lou also has a lot of insight into this. Back when he was in college, it was the same. Who doesn't act like a big shot in the logistics and administrative departments?

But it's not possible for Xu Jiaping to give up this opportunity. First, he has really worked hard before, and this trip to Hong Kong is a well-deserved reward for him. Second, there is important business to be done in Hong Kong, and he alone is not enough.

So Lin Lou decisively said, "We still have to go to Hong Kong. We can't do it without Teacher Xu's help!" But to get Xu Jia Ping to go to Hong Kong, they have to get past Dong Qiang first. Just the thought of this made him feel disgusted, as if he had eaten a fly.

"Either... or I'll cover the cost, and then deduct it from my commission later!" Xu Jiaping felt that under no circumstances should Linlou have to pay this money. But he couldn't help feeling aggrieved about giving away the money.

"Can't indulge his bad habits! You don't need to worry about this, I'll find a way to handle it! Giving money is the easiest way to solve it, but there are many potential problems, and Lin is not willing to use it."

"A few teachers, please have a seat first. Yang and I will go out for a walk!" Lin and Yang went out together, and they don't need to know what happened next.

"Your reaction is a bit intense," Yang Yanzhi said as he came out.

Linlou shook his head and said, "I do have the money, but I don't want to give it to him. First, he is not careful in his actions, and there might be trouble one day. It would be terrible if I got implicated. Second, as you said earlier, there are many people like him in the school. If I give in this time, I will definitely have more trouble in the future."

"I still have plenty of opportunities to deal with them! Those guys have always been bullies. If I show weakness at the beginning, they won't stop bothering me. So it's better to be clear from the start and let them know that I'm not someone to be trifled with! In the past, I had no power, but now I do. Linlou definitely would not want to be treated unfairly."

"What do you want to do? If you want me to, I can easily speak to several leaders and find a way to make things difficult for him." Even though Yang Yanzhi has already graduated, he still wants to vent his anger.

"He's getting off too easy. Didn't you say he's caused trouble for a lot of people before? He's even made others miss the chance to attend academic conferences. I'm sure they must be very displeased. Opportunities for international exchange are scarce these days. It took a lot of effort for them to produce results and they want to communicate with their international counterparts."

You stopped them just because of a small problem, which is a huge grudge for those researchers!

"I don't want to accept it, but what can I do? As long as he still wants to go out in the future, he has to pass Dong Qiang's test. Even if it's very unfair, he has to endure it!" Yang Yanzhi sighed.

"Help me again, find out how many people have suffered losses in his hands, what their situations are, and then I'll see if there's any way." Lin already had a plan.

"Um, okay, since it's your request, I'll go ask for you. How much do you need?" Yang Yanzhi originally intended to offer some advice, but upon seeing Lin Lou's determined expression, he decided to give up.

"The more, the better!" Linlou took out a stack of RMB and grain coupons from his pocket and handed them over, "You take these first, use them for treating others to a meal or anything you need. If it's not enough, let me know!" It's unreasonable to ask others to help and make them pay for it themselves.

"I won't be polite with you. I'll go back to school and ask for you! Just wait for the news with peace of mind!" Ever since their first meeting, Lin Lou had left an impression of a wealthy person on him, so Yang Yanzhi didn't stand on ceremony either. He took the money and left.

In the next few days, Xu Jiaping did not come to see Dong Qiang again. He seemed to have forgotten about the matter, which made Dong Qiang quite angry. Well, since you don't cherish this opportunity yourself, don't blame me. "Xiao Li, there are a few punctuation marks used incorrectly in Xu Jiaping's application letter for the Architecture Department. Send it back and ask him to rewrite it!"

Humph, this time if you bring it over again, it won't be the same standard as last time! Have these people's brains been damaged from reading books? The first time I met you, I thought you were quite clever, how come you don't understand such a simple principle?

Xu Jiaping brought the application that had been rejected to the quadrangle, and Yang Yanzi also collected enough information and brought it to Linlou.

"Teacher Xu, you just wait with peace of mind! No need to make any changes, just submit the application as it is in a few days!" Lin Lou said expressionlessly.

The next day, Lin Sheng hurriedly arrived at the quadrangle and said, "Xiaolou, is there something for me to do?"

"Last time Lao Chen came, he praised you a lot, saying that your ability to deal with people is exceptional. Well, it just so happens that I have a job that requires you to deal with people," Lin said with a smile.

"Xiao Lou, whatever you need, just tell me and I'll make sure to handle it properly!" Lin Sheng assured, patting his chest.

"It's not a big deal, just meeting a few people and giving them some things, asking them to help with a few things!" Lin Lou patted his shoulder, took out the information collected by Yang Yanzhi, and began to give him some instructions...
Chapter 324 Done

Xiu Ruzhang returned home with exhaustion. When his wife Wang Hongxia heard the door, she quickly got up to help him take off his coat and hang it properly. "You sit and rest for a while, I'll reheat your dinner for you!"

"Hey, sorry to make you busy again. Tomorrow... Tomorrow, I'll definitely be back right after work!" Xiu Ruzhang said these words, even though he didn't believe them himself. Once he started an experiment, he couldn't help but lose track of time.

"Reheating the meal doesn't take much effort at all. It's just that you never eat on time, and your chronic stomach problem worries me. If it weren't for your refusal, I could've brought you meals every day!" Speaking of this, Wang Hongxia was full of concern.

"Everyone is hungry, how can I eat alone!" Xiuru smiled shyly, watching her lover go outside to light the kerosene stove in the hallway.

They now live in a tube-shaped building without a kitchen. They can only cook by setting up a stove in the hallway, and the whole house is filled with the smell of oil fumes and kerosene when cooking. However, after living here for so long, everyone has gotten used to it.

"Ah, if you had gone out and spoken at the conference last time, it would have been different. The school would definitely have allocated more funds to you, and you could have bought the equipment you wanted... It's all because of that jerk!" Every time she saw her loved one working so hard, Wang Hongxia couldn't help but think of Dong Qiang.

When it comes to this, Xiu Ruzhang's face also darkened. Doing scientific research, especially cutting-edge scientific research, requires communication. Shortly after this incident, he saw in an international journal that another scholar at the conference had just solved a key issue that had been bothering him for a long time.

If I could have attended that conference and had an earlier exchange with the scholar, I wouldn't have had to spend so much meaningless time. As a result, due to Dong Qiang's relation, his lab wasted a lot of precious time and experimental funds.

"Excuse me, is Teacher Xiu at home?" After finishing the meal, Wang Hongxia went to the water room to wash the dishes, while Xiu Ruzhang was contemplating whether to continue studying the experimental records. Suddenly, he heard someone calling from outside.

Those who live in the dormitory, except when sleeping, do not like to close the door, because keeping it open allows for ventilation. Upon looking up, I found it was a young person around seventeen or eighteen years old. Could he be my student? But it feels like I haven't seen him before. "Oh, it's me, come in and have a seat! You... are not a student in my class, are you?"

"Thank you, Teacher Xiu!" Lin Sheng entered carrying some items. "I am indeed not your student! I mainly came to give you some gifts!"

"Hmm? Sending gifts? Take them, take them, there's nothing worth you sending gifts for me!" Xiu Ruzhang has always led a clean and upright life, and upon hearing this, he was ready to drive the visitors away.

"Wouldn't you like to see what it is first?" Lin Sheng said, opening the bag to reveal its contents.

"No matter what it is, I won't...huh? The C3 tester from Angelic Corporation?" But as Ruru realized what Linsheng had brought out, she couldn't bring herself to finish her sentence. This was the equipment that their lab urgently needed but didn't have the funds to purchase. With this equipment, their experiment efficiency could increase by twenty percent!

"Are you selling this device? The news certainly is widespread, but unfortunately I don't have the money to buy it now!" Xiu Ruzhang looked at the nameplate on the device with envy, what a great thing, it would be great if it were mine.

"No problem, we'll give it to you for a trial for free! If you find it convenient, you can keep it later on too!" Lin Sheng placed the tester on the table.

"I've used this in other labs before, how could it not be handy!" Xiu Ruzhang looked eagerly and reflexively recited the performance of the equipment, "... It's really a good thing, but it's too expensive, and we also have to spend foreign currency. Our lab really can't afford it."

Lin Sheng also kept silent, smiling as he watched Xiu Ruzhang muttering to himself. After a while, Xiu Ruzhang finally realized that he must have been given the gift for a reason. What did they want me to help with? Did other competitors want to know about our lab's research progress? Did someone want me to help write a paper for a job promotion?

These are the only things he can think of. As a poor and insignificant person, does he have any other use? The former is naturally not feasible. If this information is leaked, what's the point of continuing the experiment?

It goes against academic ethics to write articles for others, and I can't bring myself to do it. But... Xiu Ruzhang was caught in a dilemma. He wanted Lin Sheng to just take the stuff away, but he couldn't bear to. In the end, he couldn't help but ask, "What do you want me to do?"

"It's a very simple matter, and it's actually beneficial for you too! You've been mistreated by Dong Qiang before, right? As long as you're willing to report him, this thing will be yours!"

"Huh?" This is completely different from what I expected! Xiu Ruzhang was stunned for a moment, then became excited. "Haha, Dong Qiang, you little bastard, you have it coming now, huh?

He didn't know who Dong Qiang had offended, but he was clear about the value of the C3 detector of Anli Ken Company and was willing to give such a heavy gift to report Dong Qiang. This person's power is definitely not to be underestimated.

"Lao Xiu, this will offend people, you can't go!" At this moment, Wang Hongxia also came back and happened to hear Lin Sheng's words. She quickly looked around and hurriedly came back to close the door, whispering.

"However...however..." Xiu Ruzhang naturally understood, but with such good equipment right in front of him, he was really reluctant to give it up.

"Teacher Xiu, he blocked you before, isn't he worried about offending you? Besides, it was clearly his fault, so it's only natural for you to report him!"

"What's the use of reporting to the authorities? So many people have suffered losses at his hands, but no one has come forward to speak up..." Wang Hongxia still did not want her partner to take risks.

"How do you know that no one else will step forward? I wasn't the first one to place it at your home." Lin Sheng interjected before she could finish her sentence.

"Hmm? Who else did you visit?" Are you giving these kinds of things to everyone? Even if I'm the third and the last one, sending out three of such valuable items in one go must cost a fortune! Dong Qiang is definitely up to something this time! How serious is the grudge he holds against him?

"I can't say about this. I can only tell you that someone has already agreed, and not just one. It's best if you agree, but if you don't, I can find someone else. However, I will have to take this thing back with me," Lin Sheng said as he tried to stuff the detector back into his bag.

"Don't, I have promised, can't I?" Xiu Ruzhang snatched the detector and held it in his arms like holding a child. If it was just him, he would still be worried, but with so many people, what is there to be afraid of?
Chapter 325 Something Went Wrong

"Xiao Li, did that person surnamed Xu come yesterday as usual?" Like the previous few days, after Dong Qiang arrived at work, he first went to the large office and then walked to Xiao Li's desk to ask quietly.

"Nope!" Xiao Li replied in a mosquito-like hum, lowering his head and avoiding eye contact with Dong Qiang.

"Hmph, if he's not in a hurry, then we're even less in a hurry!" Dong Qiang didn't notice this small change, or perhaps he never cared about the reactions of his subordinates. However, as soon as he stepped out, he suddenly felt that something was wrong.

Huh, usually everyone is so enthusiastic, eager to ask about my well-being as soon as I walk in. Why is everyone so quiet today? Everyone is just buried in their work at their desks. Is there so much work to do lately?

However, when he returned to his office, Dong Qiang put this small matter behind him and was full of thoughts on how to deal with Xu Jiaping, to let him know how capable he was.

But when he had just left, the employees in the next office all looked up. They looked at each other, seeming to want to say something, but none of them dared to speak first. Xiao Li looked even more embarrassed, wanting to explain but not knowing where to start. In the end, he could only continue to busy himself at the table.

After reading all the newspapers today and having two cups of tea, Dong Qiang felt a bit bored. He stood up, walked to the window, and opened it, intending to take a deep breath of fresh air out of habit. But soon, he froze completely! Secretary Li actually came over? There are so many people following him!

Xiuru chapter! Why is he following behind Secretary Li? And there's also Qin Wencai, Liang Zhigang... These seem to be all the people I've dealt with before! Dong Qiang suddenly felt something was amiss.

He hurriedly wanted to make a phone call to inquire. After the other person picked up, "Oh, Lao Dong, I have a meeting to attend soon, I have to leave quickly, let's talk about it later!"

"Hello? Hello?" Oh man, why did they hang up so quickly! You're not normally like this. Dong Qiang became even more nervous and quickly picked up the phone again.

Li, the secretary in charge of discipline at the school, even entered without knocking, "Dong Qiang, I've received numerous reports from the public about you. Come to my office now for verification!"

"Li... Secretary Li..." Dong Qiang's legs started to tremble, "What... what problem could I have? I hope I didn't make a mistake."

"You still have the nerve to say that back then when you asked me for a gift, I didn't give it to you, which delayed my research progress! Today, I must settle the score with you properly!" If it were an individual, Xiu Ruzhang would definitely not be so bold, but with so many like-minded partners behind him, he had the confidence.

Just now on the road, everyone discussed their experience of being tormented by Dong Qiang, and the more they talked, the angrier they became. Now that they see Dong Qiang in person, Xiu Ruzhang couldn't help it anymore.

Qin Wencai, Liang Zhigang, and others also did the same, one after another stepping forward to demand an explanation. Secretary Li had a hard time calming them down before finally leaving with Dong Qiang.

"With a 'clatter,' everyone in the neighboring office rushed to the window to watch. Now they can finally start gossiping, 'Did Director Dong get into trouble?'"

"Hehe, with his style, it would be strange if nothing happened! He finally managed to secure the opportunity to go abroad, but every time he stirs up trouble. It would be strange if he didn't provoke envy from others!" A certain boss who has always had friction with Dong Qiang finally had a chance to feel smug, and he took pleasure in his misfortune.

"They have a good memory, and recognized Xiu Ruzhang and others one by one who couldn't attend the international academic conference last year and got stuck, at that time there was a fight in the next office, that…"

"If it's just one or two people, it's not a big deal. But with so many people coming to report, Lao Dong might have a hard time passing this test. Even if he doesn't die, he'll have to suffer a lot!" When Lao Dong is gone, who will be the new director in the future? Do I need to think about it in advance and try to build connections early if there's a chance?"

Dong Qiang has just been taken away, and the others are thinking about what changes there will be in the department after he leaves, and how to take advantage of these changes!

"Although Lao Dong is not a decent person, he is still very careful in handling matters. There shouldn't be any evidence, right?" someone asked dubiously.

"Hehe, it's possible for one person to falsely accuse you, but it's unlikely for so many people to come together and all be mistaken, right? I just carefully observed, and these few are not even from the same department, they shouldn't have much interaction on regular days! It's impossible for them to conspire to falsely accuse someone!"

"Besides, who doesn't get their shoes wet when they often walk by the river? No matter how careful he is, there will always be loopholes. Let's not talk about anything else, just go check his home and see if his belongings match his income!"

"Yes, when you climb a mountain, you're bound to encounter a tiger. Just look at the kind of cigarettes Old Dong smokes and the household appliances he owns. His salary definitely can't support that!"

"Even if there are no problems found, the fact that teachers from different departments reported together means that Lao Dong has angered a lot of people. What is this? This is not doing his job well and not being good at unity! The school definitely can't let this go! If a problem is found, he has to go in, if no problem is found, he will have to be reassigned to sit on the bench. He definitely won't be able to come back!"

The news quickly spread to the Lin Building, and Yang Yanzhi came specifically to report the latest news to him after work, "There are still some people with good intentions among those few. They deliberately left some things behind. With these things, Dong Qiang will definitely not be able to turn things around!"

"I'm a little puzzled though. The money you spent on handling these matters is much more than what Dong Qiang initially asked for, right? Couldn't it have been resolved by spending a little money? Why did it have to be so expensive?"

"Don't be fooled by the fact that he's asking for less this time, it doesn't seem like much. But I'll have plenty of dealings with the school in the future. If I have to deal with people like him every time, it's not just about the money, but also the time I can't afford to waste! It's better to give him a taste of his own medicine and let him know that I'm not easy to bully!"

"This is called throwing a punch to prevent a hundred punches! The incident involving 500 dollars must have spread already, and is certain to attract attention, so Lin Lou decided to kill the chicken to scare the monkey."

"That makes sense! At first glance, it seemed like you spent more than necessary, but on second thought, it's worth it!" Yang Yan pondered.

The incident has had a significant impact, and the school efficiently resolved the problem. Dong Qiang was dismissed and transferred to the relevant department for further action, and another person has been assigned to take over his responsibilities.

"Teacher Xu, you can go and give it a try now. This time, it should be approved quickly!" Lin Lou said to Xu Jiaping, he didn't believe that there would still be people who wouldn't learn their lesson.
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"Dong Qiang couldn't possibly... Alright, I understand. I'll take care of it right away, and try to resolve the matter as soon as possible!" halfway through, Xu Jiaping promptly stopped speaking, since Lin Lou hadn't mentioned it to him, it wouldn't be appropriate to ask further.

Bring the previous items to the new director's office, he didn't even have a chance to light a cigarette before the new director proactively said, "Oh, because of the matter with Dong Qiang before, you made a wasted trip, I'm really sorry about that. I will handle it for you as soon as possible. Participating in the competition is also a good thing for our Tsinghua University. We definitely have to support it!"

After finishing, the documents were audited in front of Xu Jiaping, and signed and stamped on the spot. "Alright, I will send it over for review by other departments later. If everything goes smoothly, we should be able to get it done by tomorrow. If there's any issue, I will also let you know where the problem occurred and how to make up for it."

Hey, look at their attitude, it's much better than Dong Qiang's! Xu Jiaping was naturally very grateful, and he grabbed the new director's hand, persuading him again and again to accept the cigarette.

After he left, the new director looked at the cigarette box and shook his head secretly. Who dares to delay your procedures now! Dong Qiang has just entered, and it's not pleasant to gnaw on the hardship in there!

After coming back, I didn't see Linlou, and after inquiring, I found out that she had gone to French tutoring again. Xujia Ping explained the situation to Hu Zhongping and others, and everyone immediately understood that Dong Qiang's situation must be related to Linlou.

"The young man at Linlou seems to know a lot about these matters at such a young age. I wonder where he learned them from!" Hu Zhongping felt somewhat complicated. He originally only saw Linlou as a talented architect, but didn't expect there was another side to him.

"His father seems to be an official, maybe he asked someone to do it for him!" Li Qingxi thought for a moment and said, "But I think it's fine. Many times, getting a project isn't just a matter of technical skills. You also have to pay attention to other issues. Regardless of the relationship between this matter and Xiaolou, if he can handle it himself, that's best. If his father asked someone to help, that's also fine, as long as we can find someone with good ideas..."

He has made up his mind to follow Lin Lou. The stronger Lin Lou's abilities are, the happier he will be. This will make their small team stronger. If he can't handle even a little trick, maybe the projects they've worked so hard on will be taken away by someone else. What's the point in that?

"Qingxi is right. Look at Director Qiu from the municipal hospital, and then look at our Director Fu. Isn't he capable in all aspects, not just technically?" Xu Jiaping naturally supported.

After this incident, several teachers no longer only admire Lin Lou, but also view him in a different light, and no longer see him as just a student.

The procedures on Xu Jiaping's side went smoothly, and he quickly obtained the necessary items to go to Hong Kong. He took a few days off from school and then flew to Hong Kong with Lin Lou.

"Xiao Lou, when you went to the United States last time, did you depart from Xianggang? What is Xianggang like? Is it as good as they say it is?" Along the way, Xu Jiaping asked with curiosity.

"I just changed planes last time and didn't really get to explore!" I've been to the Linyin Tower in Xiangjiang in the future a few times and I'm quite familiar with it, but I've only seen the Xiangjiang of the 1980s in movies and TV shows. "We have plenty of time this time. After finishing the official business, you can take a good stroll around."

"I don't know the way either. How can we go sightseeing? Plus, I only know a few words in Cantonese. I'm afraid no one will even respond if I ask for directions!" Xu Jiaping wanted to go sightseeing, but was worried about the trouble.

"It's okay, I'll find someone to take you around when the time comes, and they can just speak English if they don't know Cantonese." Xu Jiaping's English is still very good, otherwise he wouldn't be able to undertake the task of translating works. Besides, the attitude of the locals towards speaking English and Mandarin in Hong Kong is quite different.

"Huh? Xiaolou, aren't you going out for a stroll?" Xu Jiaping sensed something.

"Mr. Bei called me the other day and mentioned that he was invited to design a project in Hong Kong. He is heading to Hong Kong for initial discussions, and since I am also in Hong Kong, I definitely need to pay Mr. Bei a visit," explained Lin.

The project we are currently talking about is the Bank of China Tower. This sharp and distinctive tower has become a symbol of Hong Kong and has appeared in numerous films and TV works.

I'm sorry, I can't do that.

I.M. Pei also gave a satisfactory answer. In that narrow area, there are crowded with the Bank of China Tower, the headquarters of HSBC and the Cheung Kong Center, three skyscrapers. But looking over, the Bank of China Tower is definitely the most eye-catching and unforgettable after viewing.

Even more remarkable is that the construction cost of the HSBC headquarters was $1 billion, while the Bank of China Tower only cost $1.3 billion. In the end, the one that spent more money was overshadowed by the one that spent less. I guess the people at HSBC must be very upset, right?

The plane landed at the Hong Kong International Airport, and Xu Jiaping was still worried about how to find the hotel. Then he saw a foreigner holding a pick-up sign with the name of Lin Building, waiting at the passenger exit.

Isn't it a case of sharing the same name and surname? When did Xiao Lou meet a foreigner? Did they meet at the last meeting? Or is Mr. Bei an employee of the office?

Before he could figure it out, Lin Lou went upstairs. He did not know what he said, but the older foreigner next to him warmly shook hands with Lin Lou. Another foreigner who was holding a sign quickly came over to help Xu Jiaping with the luggage.

"No need, I can carry it myself!" What? Letting a foreign friend help us carry the luggage? I can't accept that!

"Teacher Xu, it's okay, just let him take it." Lin pulled him over and introduced, "Let me introduce you, this is my teacher Mr. Xu Jiaping, and this is Mr. Bern-Stuart, you can also call him by his Chinese name Situ Baoyun."

Situ Baoyun is a senior employee at Standard Chartered Bank in Hong Kong. Andrew informed them when Mr. Lin was buying tickets, as they should naturally entertain such high-profile clients when they visit Hong Kong.

"Mr. Situ has already booked a hotel for us. Let's go there to rest for a while, and then we can go out together in the evening!" After saying that, they all got into the car brought by Mr. Situ Baoyun.

The car drove all the way and stopped at the entrance of a luxurious hotel. The doorman came over to help open the door, and Xu Jiaping stumbled out.

Walking into the lobby, Xu Jiaping's attention was quickly drawn to a female guest. Hurriedly, he grabbed Lin Lou's arm and asked eagerly, "Lou, is that Feng Chengcheng?"

Looking across the woods, hey, it really is Maggie Cheung!
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"Shanghai Bund" was only introduced in 1985, but it had already been filmed in the 80s and broadcasted in Hong Kong. Naturally, someone brought the videotape in, and it was played in the videotape hall. As a result, the names of Ding Li, Hui Man-keung, and Feng Chengcheng slowly spread, with Feng Chengcheng becoming the dream lover of many young people.

"The lobby café at the Peninsula Hotel, also known as the 'Celebrity Lounge,' is a favorite tea-drinking spot for Mr. Run Run Shaw, the wireless tycoon and owner of Shaw Brothers Studio. Many film and television celebrities come here in the hope of getting noticed by Mr. Shaw and landing a role in his movies. Therefore, it's not surprising to find Ms. Zhao here!"

After Situ Baoyun finished explaining, Linlou and Xu Jiaping indeed saw Zhao Yazhi walk into the coffee shop and sit down. She didn't look at the menu but confidently ordered some refreshments. It was obviously impossible for her to do this if she didn't come here often.

"If only I could ask her for an autograph and take a picture together!" Xu Jiaping's gaze remained fixed over there as he murmured to himself.

I didn't expect you to have this hobby. But it seems like she is a bit unhappy from her expression. Is it appropriate to approach her for an autograph now? Oh, I remember, it seems that there have been some cracks in her relationship with her first husband, Huang Hanwei, in the past two years. I wonder if it's because they had another argument.

Lin Lou used to enjoy reading online novels when he was bored. He still vividly remembers the gossip about the female celebrity who likes to flirt with the leading actors in every Hong Kong entertainment novel.

"Mr. Xu, if you are interested, I can host a reception and invite Ms. Zhao over. I believe she will definitely agree!" Situ Baoyun probed. Bank employees love it when customers spend money, especially sudden and wealthy customers with great prospects.

"Such big stars, can be invited just like that?" Xu Jiaping felt a little incredulous. In his opinion, the big stars in Hong Kong were all aloof.

"It's just a small matter!" Situ Baoyun said proudly, "So-called celebrities are only superficially glamorous. In reality, their influence pales in comparison to those wealthy tycoons."

"Let it go! I came to Hong Kong mainly to participate in the competition and don't have time to host a party," Lin Lou smiled and declined, knowing that Situ Baoyun was not joking.

In the 1980s, female stars in Hong Kong generally received lower pay than male stars. According to a article by Yi Shu about Brigitte Lin, at that time Brigitte Lin's pay for a movie was 250,000 yuan, and TV stars earned even less. Their main income came from advertising fees. If they were invited by a major client, they would definitely participate.

Linlou has no interest in women older than himself, especially when they are already married. He is satisfied with just taking a few glances from a distance and does not want any further contact.

After completing the formalities, the two of them went back to their rooms to rest. In the evening, Situ Baoyun took them to Fulinmen to enjoy the delicacies of Hong Kong, then they looked at the night view of Hong Kong. Finally, they returned to the hotel and had a few drinks at the bar on the twenty-eighth floor.

After a few drinks, Linlou and Xu Jiaping couldn't help but start talking about the architectural design of the Peninsula Hotel. In fact, in terms of architectural design, this long-standing hotel is also worthy of praise.

The hotel's design style gives guests a deep and restrained feeling. It subtly integrates Eastern culture into Western mainstream design concepts, and embeds the historical and artistic charm into the bustling modern city.

There are no strange facades, let alone those new building materials. Just using the most ordinary materials to convey a dignified and deep effect, and retaining a sense of historical traces.

The Art Deco decorative style is used in interior decoration. The Art Deco decorative style itself represents a modern industrial culture tracing back to historical culture, emphasizing symmetrical space. It often uses metallic colors as the main decoration color, and elegant geometric shapes are frequently used in decorations.

Xu Jiaping, who is used to seeing Suzhou-style architecture, is very curious about these elements. He has already made up his mind to carefully study the design of the Peninsula Hotel in his spare time, striving to draw more hand-drawn sketches.

In the morning, after having morning tea, Situ Baoyun accompanied them to the site to inspect the land. He also tried to introduce the organizers of the competition to Lin Lou, but was rejected by Lin Lou.

It is not quite appropriate to interact with the organizers before the competition. If they are biased towards themselves due to the relationship with Standard Chartered Bank, it would be unsportsmanlike even if we win!

The theme of this competition is the mountain top club, so the location naturally has to be on the mountain. Xiangjiang is a city located at the foot of Lion Mountain, and the choice of locating the club here is naturally to overlook Xiangjiang.

Standing on this piece of land, Lin was involuntarily reminded of Zaha's design scheme. Zaha's impression of Fragrant Harbour was like this - between the hilltop and the harbor, there were densely distributed high-rise buildings reaching towards the sky.

She took this as the starting point for the design, firmly believing that the building she wanted to design at the mountaintop should be like this: leveling the base, the building acting as a knife cutting through the mountain, overlooking the entire city, the rocks excavated from the mountain, polished and polished and used as an artificial mountain inside the room, becoming part of the building.

At this time, although Zaha was still a newcomer in the architecture industry, she had already shown the domineering profile of a future female tycoon. She did not start with the conventional approach of how to deal with slope buildings and contour lines, but violently leveled the entire 6100 square meters of land along the lowest point.

Then, a 13-meter high "empty" space is created by stacking long rectangular blocks of apartments below and a loft above, deconstructing the functions of the club into countless lively elements.

This is Zaha's understanding of the mountain top club: Open sloping transportation exposes human activity, curved ramps bring traffic and people from the mountains, all functional rooms are at different heights, this is not a contemplative clean room, It's a gathering, it's a carnival.

In this conservative and low-key era, such a proposal naturally will not be accepted by ordinary judges. Some judges believe that this proposal "in some respects lacks detailed explanations of certain details," does not adhere to many requirements of the competition, and even one judge has threatened to withdraw from the judging if Zaha's design wins.

However, some judges also believe that a $100,000 international competition prize is clearly not meant to be awarded to an economical yet unremarkable building.

Kishikawa Shin openly admires Zaha's design, saying "The construction and technology of architecture place a strong emphasis on logic. If it does not follow logic, the physical realization cannot be achieved. However, Zaha goes beyond logic, so she is a wizard."

Being praised by a world-class architect is sufficient proof of the strength of Zaha's design. So what does it take to win, after all?

Today's second update may be delayed.
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Although Lin Lou has known Zaha's winning plan for some time, he has yet to find the inspiration to defeat her. Nevertheless, he is not in a hurry, as the deadline for the competition submission is still a long way off, and he has plenty of time to consider this issue.

The current situation of the site has been inspected. My official work in Fragrant Harbour is completed. It's time to relax a bit. After returning, I will ask Sito Baoyun to take Xujia Ping out for shopping, and I will visit the place where I.M. Pei is staying.

When Linlou met Bei Yuming in Hong Kong, Bei was also very happy. "From a technical standpoint, you now have sufficient expertise. What you lack at the moment is recognition. If you can win this competition, it will definitely be a great help to your career! Of course, in addition to the competition, participating in high-profile projects within the industry is also a path to consider!"

He couldn't resist starting to solicit Linlou again. With Linlou's current qualifications, there may still be some shortcomings in independently undertaking internationally renowned major projects, but that's okay. You can work with me!

Opportunities to commission projects designed by Ieoh Ming Pei are abundant worldwide. Not every project can be led by him. Major projects like the renovation of the Louvre and regional landmark buildings like the Bank of China Tower are personally designed by him, while relatively smaller projects can be entrusted to his subordinates.

If Lin Lou arrives at his office, he will definitely not lack good projects. By then, I.M. Pei will definitely not covet his designs and will continue to give him the credit. At this rate, in just a few years, Lin Lou will be able to establish a reputation in the architecture world in Europe and America.

Many great architects have followed a similar path, starting out by working in a large architectural firm and eventually establishing their own firm once they have gained a reputation. The opportunities that I.M. Pei can bring to Linlou are indeed a bright prospect. For a newcomer to join his firm would certainly be a much easier path compared to striking out on their own.

However, Lin Lou also has his own plans. First, he has not graduated yet. Even if Bei Yuming can help him arrange opportunities to study abroad in the United States, it would be a bit troublesome. Second, he feels obligated to reciprocate. It would be a little embarrassing to work in Bei Yuming's firm for two or three years and then leave.

So he smiled and didn't respond to I. M. Pei's words. Instead, he turned and inquired about the design of the Bank of China Tower. I. M. Pei didn't hide anything from him. "The client requested a unique and towering headquarters building that could reflect the aspirations of the Chinese people and convey good wishes for Hong Kong. If possible, it would be best to construct the tallest building in Asia."

"To be honest, it's a bit challenging because Hong Kong is located in a coastal area prone to frequent typhoons. When constructing skyscrapers in such a natural environment, we must consider the impact of typhoons on the buildings as well as the issue of sea water pouring in during excavation of the foundations."

Of course, for I.M. Pei, this is not a big problem. The design difficulty is even less than that of the Fragrant Hill Hotel, because modern skyscrapers are very familiar to him. He has already done several similar project designs before, while the Fragrant Hill Hotel, with its Chinese-style architecture, is his first attempt.

There are some factors that Bei Yuming did not mention, but Linlou knows. Not far from the target site, the old rival of China Bank, HSBC, has already invited the architect Norman Foster to design a high-tech headquarters building in Hong Kong Harbor. Naturally, they are not willing to be outdone by the HSBC headquarters building.

Norman Foster is no ordinary architect. He holds a bachelor's degree in architecture from the University of Manchester, a master's degree in architecture from Yale University, and is a member of the Royal Institute of British Architects. He later went on to win the Pritzker Prize.

In addition to the HSBC main building, there are also the Hong Kong New Airport Terminal 1, the new terminal at Capital International Airport, the world's first city to achieve zero carbon and zero waste standards, known as the "green utopia in the desert" - Masdar City in the UAE, and the new headquarters of Apple, among many other iconic projects.

It is not an easy task for someone like I.M. Pei to defeat such an opponent with far less financial resources.

However, Beijuming already has a draft now. He pulled out his own sketches and showed them to Lin Lou, "In terms of geographical location, the land purchased by Zhongyin is located on the edge of the commercial district, with narrow and surrounded by a viaduct on three sides, obstructing the sea view. It is also located on a slope, so the location is inconvenient. Therefore, conventional architectural forms may be somewhat unsuitable."

"So, I propose to first exchange the land with the government, swapping one corner of the original site for another, making the site into a more manageable parallelogram shape; as for the limited funding issue, I plan to start from the structure, aiming to save as effectively as possible."

"Two days ago, when discussing the structure of the building with Li Zhong, I suddenly had an inspiration and casually drew a square, then drew diagonal lines to divide it into 4 triangles.''

"Then I asked Li Zhong to make 4 sets of three-sided prisms with cone-shaped tops, and freely slide the prisms up and down, making these components gradually rise in a symbolic representation of bamboo, symbolizing vigorous vitality and continuous growth."

"The columns within the four different quadrants rise steadily, culminating in a single triangular prism at the highest point, with reflective glass covering the faceted surface, reflecting the ever-changing surrounding environment. The four columns of the building form a modern and sophisticated composite structural system, capable of resisting high wind speeds while eliminating the need for vertical supports inside. Therefore, compared to typical buildings of similar scale, the China Construction Bank Tower uses less steel."

Lin Lou nodded from time to time. This design is indeed the most practical solution, but it still differs slightly from the physical appearance of the Bank of China Tower that he has seen.

Without waiting for him to ask, I.M. Pei continued, "But, you see, this plan has encountered some problems, not on a technical level, but because of feng shui."

"The land was occupied by the Japanese military headquarters during World War II. Many Hong Kong residents still believe that the tortured prisoners' souls continue to haunt the area. Senior officials at China Construction Bank believe that the "X" shape of the exterior aluminum strips is a symbol of death and is inauspicious. Some people also say that the building's design resembles a pointed knife, which could bring bad luck."

I.M. Pei has worked on many projects, but he rarely encounters such a situation. It's fortunate that he spent some time in Hong Kong when he was young, so he understands the thoughts of the people there. Otherwise, he would definitely be very confused.

Huh? This is a situation that needs attention. In Bén Yùmíng's words, it also inspired Linlou and helped him find the direction for the competition proposal.

Thank you UndeadKnight, book friend 20180324000252220, Chengchenghaohaoxiangxiang, and Xu Gui for your tips. I'm back. Oh, getting old, my back hurts after being out for a few days.
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Zaha's design proposal was indeed impressive, but it was a bit ahead of its time in the 1980s, which is why it encountered such controversy in the final review. If it weren't for Shinichi Ishizaki's strong insistence, Zaha definitely wouldn't have won this award.

However, even if Zaha's proposal conquered Arata Isozaki, it was not ultimately implemented. Later, for various reasons, the Peak Club did not begin construction. The most important reason may have been the difficulty of construction. For the Hong Kong of the 1980s and even the whole world, Zaha's plan was too challenging.

If an architect's design is excellent but cannot be built in the end, it's a great pity. Perhaps this is also a major reason why Zaha could only be a paper architect afterwards. Her design concept was too advanced, beyond the capabilities of today's construction. It wasn't until ten years later, with the continuous development of science and technology, that her innovative ideas could become a reality. Starting from the Vitra Fire Station, Zaha's works began to spread all over the world.

So, what kind of building do the competition organizers really need? Although they have commissioned Kizaki Shin and others as judges, the building they are interested in will definitely have an influence, right? If the judges unanimously agree on a certain proposal, the opinions of the organizers may not be important, but in the event of significant differences among the judges, the opinions of the organizers may play a crucial role.

The experience of I.M. Pei in designing the Bank of China Tower inspired Linlou, and for these tycoons of Hong Kong, feng shui must be one of the most important factors for them.

Don't just talk about the native Hong Kongers, even foreigners who have lived in Hong Kong for a long time are inevitably influenced. Sir Murray MacLehose once complained to I.M. Pei, saying that the sharp corners of the Bank of China Tower were directly facing the Government House and had a heavy negative energy. Later, after being advised by a feng shui master, the issue was resolved by planting willow trees.

HSBC bank specially placed two "cannon-shaped" boom arms on the roof to counteract the "dagger evil" of the Bank of China Tower.

Ling Lou coincidentally studied architectural geomancy in college. Although geomancy is considered superstitious, it does have its reasoning in aspects such as greening and noise isolation. Therefore, many architectural departments in universities have introduced courses on architectural geomancy, aiming to inherit the essence and apply a modern scientific approach to study geomancy.

Moreover, in specific architectural practices, this stuff is also very useful. For example, if Party A proposes a certain opinion and the designer is unwilling to make changes and it is too complicated to explain from a professional perspective, then you can use feng shui as an excuse. "Mr. X, what you said makes sense, but making such a change would disrupt the feng shui, which might have adverse effects on you!"

Then throw out a few mysterious Feng Shui terms, and the client might back off. This can help save a lot of unnecessary wasted time for the architect and complete the project smoothly and early.

Architects in Hong Kong are definitely knowledgeable about feng shui, but their abilities are limited, and they cannot design exceptional works. On the other hand, Zaha's works are exquisite, but they have nothing to do with feng shui. If one can integrate feng shui elements into stunning architectural designs, then there will be a great opportunity to win the award.

Lin Lou is very happy now. He didn't expect to chat with Ieoh Ming Pei, but gained such an insight. With this idea, he feels that his hope of winning the award has increased.

I.M. Pei asked Linlou for his thoughts on the project. Linlou praised it, but didn't present the final plan for the Bank of China Tower. The last time, the fragrant hill hotel had major flaws from the start, but now the design of the Bank of China Tower is almost perfect. As for the small issues that I.M. Pei is worried about now, they will be properly addressed in the future.

It would be embarrassing to take credit for his achievements, so I just hinted, "Since it's an issue related to feng shui, let's ask a feng shui master for help! Perhaps they can come up with a suitable solution."

Beijing Yu Ming was not disappointed, because he thought Lin Lou had just started to get involved in this project, and was not as prepared as the Fragrant Hills Hotel. It would be strange if he could immediately spot the problem. So he nodded and said, "Hmm, your idea is good. I will find a few famous Feng Shui masters from Xiangjiang to come and have a chat later."

It's settled now. Whether it's the problem of sha qi or the issue of X-shaped structure, these feng shui masters will definitely be able to find a solution, after all, they make a living by doing this.

Accompanied by Bei Yuming, Lin had dinner and then took his leave. Instead of heading straight home, he wandered the streets and bought some feng shui books popular in Hong Kong.

The tradition of feng shui has a long history and naturally evolved into various schools, such as the Yang Feng Shui, the authentic Five Elements Feng Shui, and the Grand Three Elements Yi Li School, and so on.

These schools of thought may focus on locating dragons, examining sand, observing water, acupoint tapping, and selecting orientations to determine the correct position. Or they may emphasize the theories of yin and yang, the five elements, the heavenly stems and earthly branches, and the interactions of the Eight Trigrams and the Nine Palaces. While they share similarities, they also have their differences, and different Feng Shui practices prevail in different regions. Making a mistake in this regard could potentially backfire.

Due to historical reasons, Hong Kong has gathered feng shui masters from all over the country, each with different teachings. After several decades of evolution, many new schools of feng shui have emerged.

For example, Li Juming, one of the four Feng Shui masters in Hong Kong, originally studied the Xuan Kong Fei Xing Feng Shui technique. The Xuan Kong Fei Xing sect divides the destiny into three cycles of nine years, with each cycle lasting twenty years. Every sixty years is considered one cycle, with the upper cycle consisting of the first, second, and third periods; the middle cycle consisting of the fourth, fifth, and sixth periods; and the lower cycle consisting of the seventh, eighth, and ninth periods. The three cycles of nine years add up to a total of one hundred and eighty years.

In different Feng Shui methods, the ways of Xuan Kong Flying Star are different, so the auspicious or inauspicious conclusions drawn for the same house vary. Later, he also incorporated some elements of Buddhism and enjoyed selling auspicious items every year.

Mai Lingling, one of the four great Feng Shui masters, excels in explaining the horoscope and annual fortunes. She also incorporates her own insights into her work, writing Feng Shui and fortune-telling columns for newspapers and magazines, hosting metaphysics programs on radio and television stations, and even participating in film and television dramas. In Hong Kong, she is widely known and recognized.

When they returned, Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping brought a pile of small appliances, as well as clothing, cosmetics, stationery, and other items. As for the feng shui books, they asked Situ Baoyun to help mail them, as it was slightly taboo to bring them back themselves and cause trouble at customs. Standard Chartered Bank was not worried about these things.

Back in the quadrangle, we distributed the things we brought, as well as the gifts that Linlou had prepared for everyone beforehand. They might not have been very expensive, but they were items that are not easy to find in Beijing. Nowadays, it's not easy for everyone to go out, so it's a common practice to bring back some things when returning. It wouldn't feel quite right if we didn't bring anything.

The teachers were all very happy to receive the gifts. However, they didn't forget about the main issue. After a brief look at the gifts, they hurriedly asked, "So, are there any special features of this land plot? Will it be easy to develop?"

"How many people signed up for this competition? Have you heard about any well-known architects participating in the competition?" They would inquire about the situation of the site or ask about the competitors.

"As of now, there are approximately one to two hundred architects who have signed up. It is still early before the deadline, and it is estimated that the final number of participants will definitely exceed three hundred! However, everyone should not feel pressured because the applicants are mostly young designers who have recently graduated, and we have not found any exceptionally strong competitors." Lin Lou knew that Chinese architects often lack confidence when facing foreign competitors, so he comforted them.

If they knew that there is a future Pritzker Prize winner among the competitors, they would definitely be concerned. As for the number of applicants, Linlou also concealed it. In fact, this competition attracted more than 1,700 participants, and the judging panel ultimately received 539 design proposals.

"Two hundred contestants? If each person pays a registration fee of five hundred dollars, then the prize of one hundred thousand dollars will be covered, right? The organizers put on the competition for the sake of profit in the end? Hey, people in capitalist society really know how to do business!" This number was within their expectations, so it did not cause much of a stir, and Li Qingxi even made a joke.

"However, it can't be calculated this way. The $100,000 is just a prize, in addition, there are rewards for the judges, reimbursement for their meals and accommodations, as well as the award ceremony, etc. Relying solely on our registration fees definitely won't be enough." Lin helped them calculate the expenses, "But from another perspective, holding such a competition helps them to establish their reputation, so in a way, they did benefit from it."

This kind of competition is not common in Hong Kong, so it will definitely attract media attention. Although hosting the competition costs money, it's nothing compared to the promotional effect.

This is similar to many companies being willing to sponsor a football team. The team may certainly lose money, but when the promotional value to the company is factored in, it is definitely a big win.

"I have collected all the information on the plot." Lin patted the documents in his bag. There are not only geological data provided by the organizers of the competition, but also his hand-drawn work and film. "But it will take some time to develop the photos. Let's not rush today. Let's wait until all the information is ready tomorrow and study it carefully."

Xu Jiaping has been away for several days and bought a large pile of stuff before returning home. He must be in a hurry to get back. The others also want to take gifts home to show their families. Linlou naturally will not be so boring, he wants them to start working now.

So he simply postponed the time, and after the teachers left, he went to the darkroom to develop the photos before returning to his dorm to sleep.

By the evening of the next day, everyone gathered together again and began to carefully study the data. They had already looked at some of the materials sent by the organizers before, and with the addition of the ones Lin had brought back, they had basically figured out the situation of the land plot.

And they had some ideas beforehand, so they started to communicate directly after watching it, sketching their own ideas on paper. "When it comes to building houses on the mountaintop, our country certainly has no shortage of experience! Just take a casual stroll, and you'll find temples and palaces on famous mountains and rivers!"

Indeed, this is the case. The two most powerful religions in ancient times, Daoism and Buddhism, although advocating different principles, both favored locating their temples and Daoist monasteries in the deep mountains, with some built halfway up the mountain and others at the mountain's peak.

The reason for this is, first, because monks and Taoist priests are mainly seeking a peaceful state of mind and inner peace, so temples and Taoist temples are also built in remote and tranquil places.

Secondly, the mountain has a beautiful natural environment and abundant positive energy. Looking into the distance from a high point broadens people's minds and is beneficial for monks and Taoists to practice. To practitioners, the winding and undulating mountains not only give a sense of grandeur and relaxation but also help people blend into nature and cultivate tranquility.

The third reason is to welcome the immortals. According to traditional Chinese beliefs, temples dedicated to worshiping the Jade Emperor, the Queen Mother of the West, and others are usually built on mountain tops.

The fourth reason is that famous mountains have good Feng Shui energy, which can create majestic mountain shapes and embrace spiritual places. In addition, since ancient times, China has worshipped mountains and rivers as deities and believed that miraculous peaks are incarnations of spirits. Therefore, people have been constructing temples and buildings in famous mountains and rivers, leading to the long-standing pattern of "many monks (Taoists) occupy famous mountains in the world."

In addition, due to the royal worship of heaven and earth, in China, almost all famous mountains and rivers have temples and palaces on them.

The Fengchan Terrace and the Dai Temple on Mount Tai; the Xiyue Temple and the Zhenwu Temple on Mount Hua; the Shaolin Temple on Mount Song; the Golden Palace and the Taihe Palace on Mount Wudang; the Tian Shi Mansion on Mount Longhu; the Golden Summit Temple and the Wannian Temple on Mount Emei; the Laojun Pavilion and the Ancestral Hall on Mount Qingcheng; the Hanging Monastery on Mount Heng, which one is not famous?

Comparatively, the three major religions in the Western world tend to be more involved in worldly affairs. Typically, their religious sites are built in bustling cities, just like the residences of the nobility. Whether out of necessity for control or the desire for a comfortable lifestyle, their castles are mostly constructed on flat ground, with very few situated on mountains.

In "Game of Thrones," the Eyrie of House Arryn is indeed situated on the mountain top, but that is just a fantasy novel. In reality, if such a castle exists, only a fool would attempt to attack it. It would simply require a strategy similar to Sima Yi dealing with Ma Su - block the mountain pass, wait for their supplies to run out, and the people of House Arryn would starve to death.

The prototype of the Eagle's Nest city, the New Swan Castle, was just the palace of King Ludwig II of Bavaria, used for vacation and rest, not a royal city; and the New Swan Castle is also at the foot of the Alps, not on the mountaintop.

It is not wrong to say that China has rich experience in building structures on mountain tops, but this should not lead to complacency. Linlou cautioned, "Although this is the case, we must not relax too much. There are also many young Japanese architects among the contestants, and Japan also has a long history in this field."

Japan learns from China in almost everything, even adopting the tradition of building temples on mountains. Also, due to the influence of Ming Xia's work, it will definitely attract many Japanese architects to participate in the competition.

Perhaps due to the economic takeoff in Japan after the war, there have been many construction opportunities, and Japan has no shortage of famous architects. Up to the time when Lin Lou crossed over, a total of 48 Pritzker Prizes, the highest award in the architectural field, were awarded, and Japan has won 8 of them, tying with the United States for the first place, which is quite remarkable.

"And, our experience is mostly based on civil engineering in the past, but now, there are more and more materials used in the construction industry, such as steel, concrete, glass, and so on. In this respect, we still lack the experience compared to the West! Our experience in using new materials to design mountain-top buildings is still not sufficient."

"The Xiangshan Hotel is also considered a mountain building. In this respect, Xiao Lou, your experience is definitely superior to other participants! But you are right, this time there are so many other architects from different countries participating, we should not relax." Lin Lou's words had an effect, and everyone's attitude became noticeably more cautious.

"Let's take a look at mine first! This time, the design is for a high-end club, which is quite different from the purposes of palaces and temples. However, in ancient China, not all the buildings built on mountains were palaces or temples. There were also vacation homes for wealthy families to escape the summer heat, and everyone must have heard of the Zhongnan Vacation Home."

"In addition, in our Beijing city, there are also many royal gardens on Xiangshan! So I previously studied some materials on Zhongnan Biye and Xiangshan Royal Gardens, while also referring to the essence of modern architecture, and came up with this idea!" Feng Shaoping took out his own hand-drawn sketch.

The entire building is constructed according to the natural landscape, and the architectural complex appears to be hidden in the mountains. In terms of style, it is somewhat similar to the Fragrant Hills Hotel, embodying the essence of Chinese ancient architecture while also incorporating modern simplification techniques.

"Take a look at mine again!" The enthusiasm of the teachers goes without saying. During the period when Lin and Xu were in Hong Kong, they almost discussed and exchanged ideas in the yard every day. Now they have a preliminary idea.

Even Xu Jiaping found time in his busy schedule to draw a few sketches, but the overall style is still quite similar, all resembling the design of Feng Shaoping, with the only differences being in the layout and architectural details.

It's not their fault either. Compared to Lin Building, they lack a bit of insight. After seeing the design of Xiangshan Hotel, they will involuntarily start to imitate it.

Although the imitation effect is quite good, if this were to be taken to a certain scenic spot in the future, it might just pass directly. However, it is far from enough to win the competition this time.

"Several teachers have captured some of the essence of Mr. Bei's design. Feng's design for the trail is excellent, and Li's landscape terrace is truly impressive. After Lin Lou commented on the advantages of the teachers' designs one by one, he shifted the focus of the conversation. These designs may be sufficient for a certain scenic area in China, but if you want to win a grand prize of up to $100,000 and become the champion of a large competition with hundreds of architects participating, it might not be enough!"

"Such a competition must be eye-catching and stunning in order to impress masters like Ishizaki."

Seeing that many people are saying that a chapter of two thousand words is a bit too short, let's try a longer chapter. This chapter is five thousand words long, the next chapter will be at five in the afternoon. There's a bonus chapter that includes Zaha's design.
Chapter 330: Draft

Linlou thought the judge's words made a lot of sense. Since the organizers offered a high prize of $100,000, they naturally wouldn't settle for just an average project. The selected proposal must be truly awe-inspiring, and it seems that the proposals from these teachers are still a bit far from that standard.

"The small building is right! Taking our designs to other places is indeed not bad, but competing with hundreds of architects from around the world is a bit challenging!" The teachers weren't too disappointed either. When they heard Lin's mention of the number of applicants, they had actually anticipated this.

If they knew that more than 1,700 architects participated in the competition and submitted a total of 539 proposals, they would probably be even more nervous. With that many submissions, their proposal might only rank around 200 or 300, and winning a prize is still a long way off! There are just too many architects who can come up with this kind of proposal.

"So, Xiaolou, do you have any thoughts? Why don't you share with everyone?" They had been working with Linlou for so long that they could tell from his expression that he already had an idea.

"The specific plan hasn't been finalized yet, but we have the direction! I think we can start from two aspects. First, as I mentioned earlier, it needs to be absolutely stunning! It should be completely different from the existing buildings!" This is Zaha's winning trick, which Lin and his team must grasp as well.

"In fact, the development of the architectural industry has now reached a bottleneck. Modernist architecture has abandoned excessive ornamentation, making buildings simple yet indifferent. Although postmodernism is gradually emerging, the overall style is still too conservative and understated. Many architects have become tired of this style."

"Many architects are exploring new directions, and Jizaki Arata is no exception. To win the competition, it is crucial to understand the preferences of the judges."

"Although Kisho Kurokawa studied under Kenzo Tange, he did not completely adhere to Tange's style. He boldly broke away from the rationalist principles of modern architecture and attempted to replace them with a comprehensive aesthetics. This comprehensive aesthetics calls for the abandonment of the dogmas of orthodox modernism."

"So if we take out the conventional modernist architecture, or simply integrate the essence of Eastern architecture into modern architectural styles, it would probably be difficult to win!" Zaha was able to win this competition, which is also related to Shinji Ishizaki's dissatisfaction with the current lifelessness in the architectural world. If there were a different judge, she probably wouldn't have won."

Zaha's marvelous ideas are closely related to her background. Zaha was born in 1950 in Baghdad, the capital of Iraq. At that time, Iraq was not in the later chaotic situation but rather an open and civilized country. Zaha's father was one of the leaders of the National Democratic Party, so their family was quite well off.

Due to the open-mindedness of her parents and their focus on her education and nurturing, Zahra has always stood out from the crowd. She was sent to school by her parents and allowed to have autonomy over her own life in safe conditions, such as choosing her own clothing and accessories, decorating her room with DIY projects, and pursuing her interests.

Under the influence of his older neighbor, Zaha developed an interest in architecture at an early age. During that time, Baghdad was an important gateway between the Middle East and the West, gathering modern ideas from around the world, particularly evident in the emergence of modern architecture. These innovative buildings deepened Zaha's interest in architecture.

The geometric and abstract visual arts in *** culture left a deep impression on Zaha, influencing her entire architectural career.

After reaching adulthood, Zaha went to the Lebanese capital Beirut to study in the mathematics department. In fact, this experience was the second key factor that contributed to the development of her distinctive style.

Without a deep understanding of geometry and mathematics, it is believed to be difficult to create architectural forms like Zaha's. In her later works, one can often see the essence of modern mathematics, such as complex topology, convex geometry, hyperbolic geometry, and Riemann surface theory. Therefore, innovation often comes from the intersection of disciplines, and the spark comes from the courage to break out of one's own boundaries.

Studying at the Architectural Association, a prestigious institution in the UK, enabled her to integrate these imaginative ideas with architecture, leading to the creation of numerous curved buildings, breaking the tradition of straight lines being the mainstream in the field of architecture.

Although Lin Lou doesn't have as complex life experiences as her, the experience of the time traveler is even more miraculous. He has nearly 40 years of experience more than the present-day designers, making it not difficult for him to create a stunning work for the architects of the 1980s.

"So we can have more bold ideas, and even to some extent, we can temporarily not consider whether the architectural work can be realized or not! The architectural technology in Hong Kong is much more powerful than us, and the organizers can also invite construction units from Japan, or even from Europe and America to carry out the construction! Anyway, Zaha's work has not been completed, which shows that whether it can win an award and whether it can be built are not closely related."

"And with the development of technology, many new types of building materials have emerged in recent years, and the performance of existing materials is constantly improving. For example, there are steel materials with greater tensile strength, more robust large-area glass, superior performance cement, and even acrylic, which we have used before."

“Why have we been lagging behind the West for so long in the field of architecture? Isn't it because steel, cement, glass, and other modern building materials first appeared on a large scale in the West? Those Western architects were able to take advantage of these materials to design great works earlier.”

Lin Lou has injected these teachers with a shot of confidence again, "So I think the significance of this competition far exceeds the prize of 100,000 dollars. Through this opportunity, we can also give the somewhat stagnant architecture industry a boost! Let them see what kind of buildings can be made with these emerging building materials!"

In the future, the emergence of any new building materials and construction techniques will drive architects crazy. They will continue to push the limits of materials and design various exaggerated architectural forms because they all understand this truth: whoever takes the lead in this competition will become the new Le Corbusier or Mies van der Rohe of the era.

"So this time I also brought back a lot of new materials." Lin Lou slammed a thick pile of materials in front of them. These things were not taboo, so there was no need for people from Standard Chartered Bank to help transport them.

"There are papers on materials science in here, as well as some examples of avant-garde architects applying new materials; oh, and there are also some photos of works by avant-garde artists from other fields, maybe we can draw inspiration from them as well!" Zaha was influenced by the Russian painter and founder of suprematism art, Malevich.

His paintings feature characteristics of cubism and futurism, sharing commonalities with the future development of the architecture field. Drawing inspiration from other art pieces is also a common practice among many architects.

Pei used "Peach Blossom Spring" as his inspiration for the design of the Miho Museum, while Picasso's work has also been studied by many architects, so Lin also wanted to try this approach.

“We have to start from scratch, and we can only rely on materials. European and American architects, as well as Japanese ones, can have close contact with these materials. Their understanding of these new materials is probably more thorough than ours!” Feng Shaoping said, feeling somewhat worried.

You don't have to worry, I understand this! In the next forty years, I am very clear about which materials will be widely used. It can even be said that no one understands these better than I do!

"The extreme geographical environment of the plot is a challenge, and the new materials are also a challenge. If we can understand these thoroughly, even if we don't win the competition this time, it will still be very rewarding!" Li Qingxi appeared very optimistic, sweeping away the slight frustration of being rejected by Linlou's proposal just now.

The others nodded repeatedly. Yes, if we could truly comprehend what Xiaolou has said, what would a mere victory in a game even count for? Perhaps we could seize this opportunity to lead the world's architects and create an even greater trend in the architectural world!

They had previously collaborated with Lin Lou on compiling "A History of Western Modern Architecture," when they saw the names of leading masters such as Le Corbusier, Frank Lloyd Wright, Kenzo Tange, and Alvaro Siza, who had led a trend, they couldn't help feeling envious. And now, if everything goes smoothly, perhaps their own names will have the chance to be listed alongside these great masters. How could they not be excited?

"For those masters, even the most ordinary plot of land and the most ordinary techniques can produce great works! We still lack sufficient accumulation at the moment, but taking an unorthodox approach might lead to unexpected results!" Xu Jia Ping was also excited. There are already very few people working in architecture under extreme conditions, and with the application of new materials, the number becomes even smaller. To stand out in this field, the opportunities are evidently much greater!

"Indeed, constructing buildings on flat ground in urban areas leaves little room for originality, as successful techniques are readily available. However, in extreme environments, common approaches are not as effective, forcing people to break free from conventions and come up with unconventional solutions. Currently, we are much more prepared than other competitors, and the likelihood of coming up with new methods is also much higher!" Hu Zhongping nodded repeatedly, his face flushed with excitement.

In later generations, some special geographical environments also easily attract the attention of architectural masters. For example, similar mountain top environments have produced many classic architectural works.

In film and television works, the villa perched on the cliff by the sea in Iron Man left a deep impression on people; in reality, the most famous would be the hotel project in the village of Vals at the foot of the Alps.

There are abundant geothermal resources here, which caught the attention of developers who wanted to build a hot spring hotel with a thousand beds. However, because the project was too large, the developers went bankrupt before construction even started.

The old land couldn't be left idle for long, so the local villagers sought the help of Swiss designer Peter Zumthor, winner of the Pritzker Prize. Zumthor, who has always lived in the Swiss countryside and has a special affection for the local materials, gladly accepted the invitation and designed a small boutique hot spring hotel.

Half of the hot spring bath is located underground, with a grass-covered roof that blends perfectly with the surrounding environment. When viewed from the front, only the towering mountains and gentle grassy slopes are visible, with no trace of the building at all.

The buildings quietly hide in the forest, nestled in the embrace of the mountains; in the tranquil mountains, under the serene blue sky, visitors can enjoy a relaxing bath while admiring the magnificent snow-capped Alps.

After completion, this hotel received rave reviews and became Zhumuto's most well-known project. Visitors from all over the world flocked to the area just to take a bath in Zhumuto's creation.

Zumu realized that there was still some open space around him, so he invited a few architect friends to design the hotel together. The Pritzker Prize winner Tadao Ando, Thom Mayne, and another master architect Kengo Kuma gladly accepted the invitation.

Tom Miel design the hotel lobby using pure white to complement the perpetual white snow of the Alps.

Tadao Ando drew inspiration from traditional Japanese teahouses, using gentle wooden tones and white to create a low-key and tranquil atmosphere.

The room designed by Kengo Kuma is called "Oak Cocoon". The walls are made of a combination of wood panels, creating a pattern similar to a louver, allowing soft and pleasant warm light to filter through the gaps.

The guest rooms designed by Zhumuto use the plaster technique of the Italian Renaissance period, with deep grey mud applied to the walls and ceilings, creating a beautiful contrast with the night views around the hotel.

The masterpieces of the four artists have turned this obscure little mountain village into a focal point for tourists worldwide, and have also added classic works to their respective portfolios. If it were in a different environment, these works would undoubtedly never have been created.

"There is another idea. This time the project is in Hong Kong, and the people of Hong Kong have always believed in feng shui, especially in the field of architecture..." Lin Lou recounted his experience after meeting I.M. Pei. "... If we can create a stunning architectural design while incorporating feng shui elements, then we will definitely win this time!"

"Compared to architects from other countries, especially those in Europe and America, we have an absolute advantage in feng shui! They don't understand this over there!" Although due to the debunking of superstitions, there are no courses on architectural feng shui in domestic architecture departments, ancient architecture is definitely a subject to study, and studying ancient architecture will definitely involve feng shui, and these teachers still have a foundation.

"Although there is a certain rationale to architectural Feng Shui, the influence of feudal superstition is too significant. If we introduce these elements into our work now, will it have a negative impact?" Xu Jiaping hesitated, as this was foremost on his mind and he immediately thought of these concerns.

"The Fragrant Harbour is the Fragrant Harbour, while the Mainland is the Mainland. People of the Fragrant Harbour believe in this, and we also need to adapt to local customs! On one hand, we need sufficient experience to break free from old architectural design constraints, on the other hand, we also need to integrate ancient Feng Shui elements. It feels quite challenging!" Hu Zhongping is much bolder.

"It's no big deal. We just won't mention feng shui in the design specifications! Then I'll have someone get a few feng shui masters from Hong Kong to interpret our work! This way, we can show the organizers our advantage in this area," Lin purposefully planned.

No matter how mysterious the feng shui masters talk, their purpose is always for money. Let Situ Baoyun find a few feng shui masters to come and help promote, it should be no problem.

Even if only the news of the competition is announced, there will definitely be feng shui masters who will take the initiative to evaluate it. This is also a good opportunity for them to gain popularity. For feng shui masters, as long as they have fame, why worry about money? There will definitely be crowds of wealthy people visiting with their checks.

"As for the issue of integrating Feng Shui with modern elements, let's wait for the Feng Shui books I ordered from Hong Kong to arrive. In the meantime, everyone can research the popular Feng Shui schools in Hong Kong and draw inspiration from them. There are many analyses of modern architectural Feng Shui in those books, and we can also see how the architects in Hong Kong have combined Feng Shui with modern architecture! There are references available in this area as well."

"That's no problem! We have a direction now and the necessary materials. If we still can't produce good work, it would be hard to justify!" After Lin Lou explained this, several teachers were full of confidence in the outcome of the competition.

Architectural competitions are not like sports competitions. There are no unified standards. Whether or not you can win depends entirely on the judges' preferences. Even if luck is not on your side and you are not chosen by Kishimoto, a work that satisfies these two directions will definitely cause quite a stir in the architectural world. So participating in this competition is not in vain!

Of course, it would be the best if we could win the prize, after all, there's a bonus of $100,000! Even if Xiaolou gets the main share at that time, we can still get a good amount, right?

"Xiaolou, since you've thought everything through so clearly, you must have some ideas already, right? Let's hear them." Just as the emotions of the teachers had calmed down, Feng Shaoping urged.

"There's no mature solution yet! Right now, it's just some preliminary ideas. We'll have to wait until we've finished studying the data to see if it can be applied!" Lin Lou said with a smile.

"The initial ideas are fine for now, let's discuss them first!" Hu Zhongping and others immediately thought of the designs for the Shanghai Youth League Committee office building and the library of Linzhou University. The design team always manages to present impressive works. One can't help but wonder what fantastic and innovative ideas they will come up with this time.

"Yeah, even if we can't use it in the future, discussing and broadening our horizons is also good!" Hu Zhongping's words received unanimous agreement from everyone.

"Alright, I'll start by sharing my thoughts!" Linlou took the pen and paper and began sketching. "This piece of land is located on Lion Mountain, and Lion Mountain symbolizes the spirit of Hong Kong and holds special significance in Buddhism, so I want to start the design based on the lion."

With Linlou's explanation, his rough sketch gradually took shape and presented itself in front of several teachers.

Chapter One forgot to include the Easter egg chapter, let's add Zaha's work immediately, and this chapter will feature Zutmu's hot spring hotel!
Chapter 331 The Treasure Bead

"In Buddhism, Manjushri Bodhisattva rides a green-maned lion. As the right-hand attendant of Shakyamuni, Manjushri Bodhisattva governs the wisdom of the Buddha realm, suppresses all evil spirits and heretics, imparts the wisdom of Buddhist teachings, and brings auspiciousness and good fortune to people. At the same time, in the geomancy of the fragrant river, Manjushri Bodhisattva also brings wisdom and financial luck to people."

Hong Kong people believe in feng shui for what? Naturally to get rich! So feng shui masters began to endow different gods and buddhas with the ability to attract wealth, the original God of Wealth, God of Military Wealth, and the Five Wealth Gods, and of course, other gods and buddhas also joined in.

In addition to blessing the smooth development of literary careers, Wenquxing can also bring financial luck to those in cultural professions. If you're writing a novel, it's best to pay homage to Wenquxing. As for Guan Lao Ye, it goes without saying that those who act as gangsters rely on Guan Lao Ye's blessings for prosperity. Therefore, in the eyes of the people of Hong Kong, it is not surprising at all that Manjusri Bodhisattva has this ability.

Alas, this is the alienation effect of capitalism. Everything is linked to money, even the gods and Buddhas. If they can't help people get rich, they won't even receive incense offerings.

Hu Zhongping and others looked at each other in astonishment. When studying ancient architecture, they naturally had to understand religious knowledge, but they never expected such a saying.

"Um, we don't need to argue about whether this statement is reasonable or not. We just need to know that the people of Hong Kong believe in it! Haha, whatever they say about Hong Kong being the orthodox center of Chinese culture, in Linlou's opinion, it's better to have no traditional culture if this is what it is."

"So based on these explanations, I have a preliminary idea, which is this! This mountain is called Lion Mountain, and the lion that Manjusri Bodhisattva rides in many temples all have necklaces, which in Sanskrit is called keyūra. It was originally a decoration on the neck of ancient Indian Buddha statues, made of various precious materials in the world, symbolizing 'infinite brightness'."

"According to the Lotus Sutra, the Seven Treasures of gold, silver, lapis lazuli, crystal, agate, pearl, and coral are used to create an exquisite necklace, with the most eye-catching being the central gem. Therefore, the primary structure I envisioned is spherical in shape, symbolizing the prominent gem in a lion's necklace."

Lin pointed to the spherical building in the blueprint and said, "Spherical buildings are not uncommon, like the Grand Golden Ball of the Hangzhou InterContinental Hotel. However, Lin's design is different. He has drawn inspiration from masters like Zumthor in designing mountain-top spa hotels."

In this hotel, no matter which room you stay in, the mountain view is always the grandest theme. For this reason, the rooms are all designed with oversized floor-to-ceiling windows. In the morning, when you draw back the curtains, you are greeted with the view of snow-capped mountains or lush forested slopes, with the silhouette of the Alps casting a majestic backdrop, just like a huge movie screen projected into the visitors' sight.

Those tycoons want to build a club on the mountain to overlook the prosperity of Victoria Harbour. Therefore, the design of the building will naturally meet their needs. "The building facade adopts a steel and glass structure, which provides a 270-degree view. The bustling scenery of Victoria Harbour is all in sight."

This inspiration comes from the bubble hotel in Yanzigou, Ganzi, using the transparency of the bubbles to allow people to have a close encounter with the beauty of nature. Such a large clubhouse would definitely not be possible with plastic bubbles, so it was changed to fiberglass construction, resembling the pearl in the Crown of Goddess.

At the same time, the Wildspitzbahn ski resort in Tyrol, Austria, also features a similar spherical design, although the scale of the resort is much smaller and offers a much narrower view.

"The building stretches out a bit, allowing you to see the forest below from the lower levels, and gaze at the night sky from the upper levels. With a glass structure, some light can also penetrate down without affecting the light for the flora, allowing them to thrive."

Of course, the distance needs to be controlled properly to prevent the tree from growing too high and touching the bottom of the building. "At the same time, the spherical structure can effectively reduce the impact of typhoons on the building."

When designing the Bank of China Tower, I.M. Pei took into consideration the impact of typhoons. It is certain that the design of the Forest Tower will not overlook this aspect. Many super-tall buildings are often designed in a cylindrical or other curved shape because curves can reduce wind interference more effectively than straight lines.

"At the same time, around the building, some suspended walkways were designed, allowing them to walk above the forest..." The urban forest walkway in Fuzhou is designed in this way.

The city of Fuzhou is surrounded by rugged mountains and picturesque scenery, with pure and unpolluted natural landscapes. However, with the accelerating urbanization and rapid economic development, the forest coverage rate is gradually declining.

Jinniu Mountain is one of the largest "green lungs" in Fuzhou City. As a result, a 19-kilometer-long circular path has been built on the mountain, with a significant portion of it being a steel-frame suspended trestle.

The main structure is composed of hollow steel pipe trusses, with a column spacing of up to 14.4 meters, minimizing damage to vegetation to the greatest extent possible. In order to better adapt to the ever-changing terrain and complex mountainous conditions, it also reflects the highest respect for nature.

The bridge deck is made of grating panels, with the gaps controlled within 1.5 centimeters. This design not only meets the needs of wheelchair access but also allows the plants underneath the walkway to bask in sunlight and grow naturally.

The current level of technology cannot achieve such a large scale, but it may be possible to realize it by shortening the walkway. And for this project, whether it can be achieved is not the most crucial aspect.

"These trails can be seen as the connecting threads of the necklace, with additional resting areas and scenic spots designed at some key points, serving as other jewels on the necklace."

"It's a bit like the ancient plank roads from Sichuan and Shaanxi! Seeing these, everyone's mind conjures up the allusion of 'openly repair the plank road while secretly crossing the Chencang.' It's just that the ancient plank roads were supported by holes carved into cliffs, while your design involves erecting support pillars on the ground!"

"The initial and final sections of the trail can also adopt this design! In this way, the damage to vegetation can be minimized to the greatest extent, in line with the current international environmental protection concept! Compared to Zaha's plan, this is another advantage. Zaha's plan would involve digging such a large area of the mountain, which would definitely harm the environment."

Although the current environmental protection trend is not as exaggerated as it will be in the future, it has already had a significant impact. Many architects are also considering how to make buildings and the natural environment more harmoniously integrated. If someone points out this flaw of Zaha, I believe many judges will take it seriously into consideration.

"The general direction is like this. As for whether it can be achieved and how various details should be adjusted, we still need to ponder slowly. Time is tight, and Linlou has only thought of this much."

"Not to mention anything else, the effect of this design is absolutely eye-catching! If it is placed next to our ordinary works, who will still look at them?" Although it is just a pencil sketch and cannot fully showcase the charm of this design, several teachers were still greatly impressed."

"Walking on this kind of trail feels like strolling in the clouds. I suppose few people can resist this temptation, except for those who are afraid of heights. They might just have to envy us! However, considering that they chose to locate the club in such a high place, they must not be worried about this point!"

"And as Xiaolou mentioned before, the people of Hong Kong firmly believe in feng shui. If they knew that this building imitates the pearl on the lion's string of Manjusri Bodhisattva, they would definitely want to come in to seek the wisdom and prosperity brought by Manjusri Bodhisattva, right?"

"Since Lion Rock is a symbol of the spirit of Hong Kong, the pearl on the lion's neck naturally embodies the essence of the Hong Kong spirit. Who can resist this temptation?"

Several teachers praised the idea of the Lin building incessantly. This design truly subverted their inherent understanding of architecture. The impact this time is much greater than that of the Shanghai Youth League Committee office building and the Linzhou University library!

Once they calmed down, they started to worry again, "This design is indeed stunning enough to attract the judges, including Jizaki Shin, but its structural feasibility will probably need careful calculation!"

"And, whether such a large area of curved glass can be produced is uncertain. Even if it can be produced, it is not clear whether its strength and transparency can meet the requirements."

"Also, how should the cleaning of glass be carried out? The flat glass on skyscrapers can be cleaned by lowering a protective basket from the roof, but how should spherical glass be cleaned? Climb up to clean it? Putting aside whether the glass is able to bear the weight, it's impossible to stand on it even if you manage to climb up!"

"The choice of steel is also very important. If it is too thin, it cannot support so much glass, and if it is too thick, it will affect the viewing effect and increase the burden on the foundation…"

Several teachers have raised questions one after another, and none of these questions are easily resolved. If it weren't for knowing that Zaha's work was ultimately not built, Linlou would have been extremely worried and even considered abandoning the plan. But now, there is no need to worry too much. We are only responsible for the design, so there is no need to worry about whether it can be realized at the moment.

The best way to achieve this is to have such a building standing tall in Hong Kong, which would definitely be a great thing for them, and there is no doubt that this building will undoubtedly become a symbol of Hong Kong just like the Bank of China Tower.

It's not too disappointing if it can't be achieved. Just getting the award is enough. It's the same in the architecture world, and with the additional $100,000 prize money, it's a win-win in terms of fame and fortune.

"These are not important at all. We have plenty of time, so we can study it slowly. Of course, if the teachers suddenly have inspiration or other ideas, we can continue to discuss. This is just an idea for now, and it's not necessary to use this plan for the competition," Lin Lou appeared very calm.

"There are so many ideas, but none of them can be better than yours! I probably won't be able to come up with one even if you give me more time! If you can't come up with a better plan yourself, let's stick with this plan for now!" Several teachers shook their heads repeatedly. They were still in shock from this plan, so what other ideas are there?

"If it were a regular project, I could still help with the structural calculations. However, the structure of this project is so unique that my abilities may not be sufficient. In my opinion, should we bring in Lin Mita to Beijing and have him take charge of this work? After all, he is the expert in structural engineering," proposed Feng Shaoping.

Whether it can be constructed is one thing, and whether the structure is reasonable is another thing. If it is not structurally feasible, no matter how good the exterior design is, Jizaki Shin and the others will not give Linlou this award; after all, architecture is not only an art but also a science, and a building that does not adhere to scientific principles is surely unqualified.

"The construction progress over in Shanghai has been quite smooth, so he should be able to visit for a few days without any issue! I'll give him a call later and ask when he can come over, and then I'll have someone book his ticket for him!" After their first conversation, Lin Lou had already planned to bring him into the team, but he didn't expect the opportunity to come so quickly.

Alien architecture is both a torment and a challenge for structural engineers. For those with no aspirations in their careers, encountering such architecture is absolutely detestable. However, for engineers who seek to make achievements, it is considered a treasure. If one only works on regular projects every day, when will they exercise and develop their capabilities?

After the last conversation, Linlou already felt that Linmita obviously wanted to achieve something. Now that such a project is in front of him, if he missed it, considering the current situation in the domestic construction industry, he doesn't know how long he would have to wait for the next opportunity. Linlou felt that he definitely wouldn't want to miss this opportunity.

"I'll take charge of the glass issue. I'll visit a few glass factories to talk to the technical staff, and then I'll consult with some experts in the field of silicate industry at the university." Xu Jiaping had previously been in charge of coordinating the Linzhou University Library project, and he was familiar with this area as well because the skylight well required special glass.

"If you can't find a solution in Beijing, then go to Xianyang and find the teachers from Northwest Light Industry Institute, or go to Wuhan and find the experts from Wuhan Institute of Building Materials Industry. But this time, you'll have to go alone!" Lin Lou said.

The manufacturing of glass belongs to the field of materials science, which falls under the categories of silicate industry and inorganic non-metal materials. In China, the strongest players in this field are Shaanxi University of Science and Technology and Wuhan University of Technology, the two schools he just mentioned are the predecessors of these two universities.

"I'll take care of the steel materials!" Hu Zhongping raised his hand and said, "I'm quite familiar with Shougang, and I know some people at Beijing Institute of Iron and Steel, too. It will be easier to ask them for help."

Shougang's position in the field of steel manufacturing goes without saying, and Beijing Iron and Steel Institute is the future Beijing University of Science and Technology. Since its establishment, the university has always focused on steel industry.

In April 1952, in order to solve the steel production problem in the new China, the Department of Metallurgy and the Department of Mining of Beiyang University, the Department of Metallurgy of Tangshan Railway Institute, the Department of Metallurgy of Shanxi University, the Department of Metallurgy of Northwestern Polytechnical University, the Department of Metallurgy and the Department of Mining of Beijing Industrial Institute, and the Steel Machinery Specialty, the Department of Mining of Tsinghua University were merged to officially establish the Beijing Institute of Iron and Steel Technology at Tsinghua University, with 5 departments including mining, metallurgy, machinery, metal thermal processing, and metal pressure processing.

A year later, the school relocated to a new campus. The state attached great importance to the university, and Comrade Wuhao inspected it several times. By 1960, it had achieved significant results, thus it was renamed Beijing Iron and Steel Institute and approved as a key national university.

Apart from its less renowned name, Beijing Institute of Iron and Steel Technology certainly has the influence and financial resources. It boasts an abundance of experts and professors, particularly in the field of iron and steel, making it undoubtedly the best in the country!

The school leaders were also very frustrated, persistently demanding a change of the school name. They came up with a bunch of names such as Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing Material Science and Technology University, China Material Science and Technology University, China Metallurgical University, North University, and so on. The reports submitted could fill up an entire office, but it wasn't until 1988 that the name change was approved.

It's a pity that at that time Beijing Institute of Technology had been renamed as Beijing University of Technology, so they could only be called Beijing University of Science and Technology. In the future, the teachers and students from Beijing University of Science and Technology always look quite depressed when talking about this matter.

"You're really convenient, no need to run around everywhere!" Xu Jiaping made a joke. He still has to go to Xianyang and Wuhan, but both Xianyang and Wuhan have direct flights to Beijing, so there's no need to go through the same hassles as going to Linzhou.

"After Teacher Xu confirms the time, I will help you book the tickets. I will also prepare the travel expenses for you. We should treat the person we are consulting with to a meal and give them some gifts. The same goes for Teacher Hu, we must spend money in the necessary areas if we can obtain the required information. We have a prize of $100,000 this time!"

"Alright, I'll go to the department to get a recommendation letter first! Ask the department to help me contact these few companies!" Beijing Iron and Steel Institute is relatively easier, after all, there is a connection here, and Hu Zhongping also knows people. But it's a bit far for Northwest Light Industry Institute and Wuhan University of Technology and Business Materials, they don't know anyone there."

It's not quite appropriate to visit without prior contact in this situation. If the department could make the initial contact, it would be much easier. Tsinghua University has a strong reputation in the field of education, and when its professors visit, it also brings prestige to these professors and experts.

"I'll search for information on similar landscapes abroad! It might be a bit difficult to find a skywalk!" Li Qingxi looked a bit hesitant.

"This can refer to the information from Disney theme parks. Although they don't have a skywalk, they do have roller coasters! There's still a certain connection between the two! I'll ask my brother to help collect information! If we do this well, we might even achieve a world first!" Lin Lou really doesn't remember a similar design from the 1980s."

This is also good news for the Outeck Company. If such eye-catching designs are created using CAD software, it would definitely be a great promotional gimmick.

"I will study the information of foreign business clubs and strive to achieve perfection in their functions!" Feng Shaoping also took on a task.

Golden Autumn still takes charge of her job, Linlou is responsible for the overall design, Wen Xuan Si and other students continue to assist teachers, and in this way, the tasks are basically assigned. "Okay, everyone go through the materials you can find and next week we will call Lintaji for a meeting."

After the event ended, Lin glanced at the time, and called the dormitory of Linmita. After a while, Linmita's voice came from the other end of the phone, "Lin, are you looking for me?"

Thank you for the stars and the support, lonely echinocactus. Let's continue with the main chapter today.
Chapter 332: Young man, come and create a miracle with me

"Everything is going smoothly with the project recently. I have all the relevant materials prepared and I'm just waiting for the next meeting to report to you!" Lin Mita was a bit puzzled. What's going on? Why did he call me specifically?

"This is not your project to handle! Nowadays, phone bills are quite expensive, so people don't have the habit of exchanging pleasantries. Therefore, Lin Lou got straight to the point and said, 'I recently participated in an international architecture design competition in Hong Kong. The main judge is Shin Kizaki, with a prize of 100,000 US dollars. Currently, architects from different countries have already signed up, with registrations reaching hundreds of meters.'"

Upon hearing this, Lin Mita felt her heart begin to race. The opportunity to compete with architects from all over the world was truly rare. Even if she ultimately didn't win, the experience would still be valuable.

"However, my team is currently lacking an excellent architect. I don't know if you're interested!" When Linlou asked on the phone, it seemed that Linmita's breathing became heavy, obviously he was attracted.

Linmita definitely wants to participate, but like most domestic architectural professionals nowadays, there is always a lack of confidence when competing with foreign architects. "Lin...Lin Gong, for such a significant project, I...I'm afraid my abilities may not be enough, right?"

"Haha, you're being a bit modest. When I was chatting with Professor Liang earlier, he praised your solid foundation. He said all you lack is experience. I might have trouble managing the older, more experienced ones. They have been in the industry for a long time, and their thinking has become somewhat rigid. It's hard to say whether they will support this clearly advanced plan."

On the other hand, the team is currently composed of young people. It's hard to say whether they can adapt to the sudden arrival of an experienced old-timer. If the progress of the plan is delayed due to the team's adaptation, it would be a loss outweighing the gain.

On the contrary, young people like Lin Mita are better. We have had several meetings together before and have become familiar with each other. Besides, Lin Mita has a mild personality and won't cause any trouble.

So, young man, come and create miracles with me! "The opportunity is right in front of you now. If you are interested, let's meet next weekend and have a good chat."

Yes, of course I am interested. Who would be foolish enough to miss such an opportunity? Originally, after Linmita's modesty, I regretted a bit, afraid that Linlou had gotten used to the phone and had gone to find other structural engineers to cooperate with. After listening to his advice for a few moments, I quickly agreed, "I will definitely go over as soon as possible next week."

"I will take a look at the project's information first. If it is within my capabilities, I will definitely do my best to cooperate with you! If I really can't do it myself... I will find ways to improve my abilities."

"Okay, I'll have someone deliver the plane ticket to you tomorrow! Besides, during this period, you should learn more about glass, steel, and curved building materials. There will be more information waiting for you when you arrive!" All set. As long as he's willing to come, I don't believe he can resist seeing his draft.

Doing a project like this will bring about a much greater improvement than doing ten ordinary projects, and it will be much easier to publish articles after completing it. At that time, domestic journals probably won't meet your standards, and even the top international journals in the field would be easily attainable for publication.

"Okay, I understand!" After saying a few more words, Lin Mita hung up the phone and hurried back to the dormitory. She pulled out her library card and rushed to the library. The opportunity was now in front of her and she couldn't afford to miss it. She must seize the time to prepare well and make sure Lin Gong does not find a replacement.

After arriving at the library, immediately found several periodicals, magazines, and scholarly articles as mentioned by Lin Lou and studied them carefully, taking notes while reading. Stayed in the library until closing time before reluctantly leaving. Upon returning to the dormitory, did not rest, but instead brought a small stool to the entrance of the restroom and continued reading by the light from the restroom.

Nowadays, there is a shortage of electricity supply, so the dormitories turn off the lights at night, and there are no street lights in the corridors. The only dim light can be seen at the entrance of the toilet. It is common for many students to continue studying under this light at night. Therefore, Linmita's behavior did not cause much surprise.

Occasionally, someone would see me using the bathroom at night and ask, "Xiao Lin, are you planning to write an article?" And then they wouldn't say anything else.

Lin Mita started to get busy, and Linlou and a few teachers also kept themselves occupied. The next day, Xu Jiaping prepared an introduction letter and flew to Wuhan to seek consultation with professors and experts in the field of construction materials at Wuhan University of Technology.

Hu Zhongping also found his friend at Beijing Iron and Steel College, told him about the situation over a meal, and then asked him to help introduce several old experts for consultation.

The information from Linqiao will take several days even if it is delivered at the fastest speed. Therefore, Li Qingxi can only slowly search for relevant articles from past periodicals.

Feng Shaoping and he went to the library together to search for information on the layout of foreign clubs. If they couldn't find it, they would look for information on high-end foreign hotels. They even went to Xiangshan Hotel specifically to study it thoroughly.

Jinquxiang is also collecting relevant information, while Linlou continues to refine his conceptual design, preparing to wait for Linmita to arrive, and then look at the difficulties after their data collection is completed. Such architecture may not be difficult after forty years, but it is uncertain if it can be achieved in the early 1980s.

".... I understand what you mean! Although I don't quite understand why you had to waste so much building the walkway on the treetops, but in terms of materials, the existing steel can accomplish this! Not to mention, there are many suspended steel walkways in the Shougang plant area, some are for transporting ore, and some are for workers to climb and inspect..."

Hu Zhongping soon saw results. There was a similar design in Shougang's factory area, although the purpose was different from the elevated greenway that Lin had in mind. However, experience in this aspect could also be used for reference.

"I'll help you look for information on this. Take it back and have a look first. If you have any questions after reading, come find me, and I'll do my best to help you!" These materials do not need to be kept confidential. As a gesture of gratitude for the gift from Hu Zhongping, the person readily helped him find a lot of information for him to take back and study.

"Thank you, you really helped me a lot! After I have reviewed this, I will definitely consult with you again! By the way, in addition to these, I have some more questions to ask you.... Is there a kind of steel that can achieve this?" Hu Zhongping continued to ask.

The problems with the Lingshang Greenway are starting to take shape, but the issue of the glass fiber reinforced plastic spherical facade has not been resolved. Whether the existing steel material can meet the needs of the building is still up for debate. We need to continue to seek the opinion of this expert.

"So, the steel you need should have the following characteristics. Firstly, it must be corrosion-resistant, otherwise, it will rust when exposed to the wind and rain outside."

"Yes, and we also have to consider that Hong Kong is close to the sea. Sometimes typhoons bring seawater onto the land, and the corrosiveness of seawater is much higher than regular rainwater!" Hu Zhongping nodded repeatedly.

"This can be approached from two aspects. First, using better-performing anti-corrosion paint. You can refer to the information from the shipbuilding industry. The requirements for ships to resist seawater erosion are much higher than for ordinary buildings! They must have suitable formulas... I have worked with several experts from shipyards before. I will give you their phone numbers so you can contact them!"

"Another way is to improve the corrosion resistance of the steel itself, which requires adding some other elements. In this regard, foreign experience is more abundant. I can give you a list of articles to look for research papers in this area and see if you can find something suitable... However, the price of these special steels is not low. It seems a waste to use them to build houses, doesn't it?"

People in Hong Kong are not short of money, they can afford to have a high prize of 100,000 USD for just one competition. It's fine for them to spend more on buying steel. There's no need to worry about them.

"The issue of strength is also a concern. If the strength is too low, it cannot support such a large piece of glass... Then there's the issue of yield strength. You need to bend straight steel into curves, and if the yield strength is too low, it won't be achievable. Even if attempted, it could easily lead to problems such as fragmentation."

"Haha, when you think about it, your requirements for steel are really high!" At this point, the expert couldn't help but sigh again, thinking that it was too extravagant to use such high-quality steel just for building houses.

Hu Zhongping also felt a headache. Although he had studied building materials, the expert's listed papers were still too professional for him to understand.

"It's okay, our goal isn't to understand these articles, but to select a few types of steel that can meet our usage needs from this information! Hmm, I'll put up some money again, and we can get a few students from the steel academies to help us. We'll have them look at this information and give us the answers." This is just a small matter, very easy to handle.

We can't understand professional papers on metal materials, but there are people who can. We can pay them to help us understand and handle the calculations. I believe there are people willing to help.

The situation on Xu Jiaping's side is also similar. He has successively visited Wuhan and Xianyang, found experts in the field of glass from Northwest Light Industry Institute and Wuhan Institute of Building Materials, and gained the face of Tsinghua University. With the gifts sent by Xu Jiaping, he has also found several experts who are willing to provide assistance.

They also do not quite understand why it is necessary to spend such a high cost on building a house, but curved glass is within their research scope as well. "It needs to have high strength, good light transmission, strong corrosion resistance, and a certain heat insulation performance. It also needs to be easy to clean, preferably without frequent cleaning... Professor Xu, your requirements are almost more demanding than manufacturing advanced optical glass for space telescopes! Even if this thing can be made, it won't be cheap!"

"We don't need to worry about this, anyway, people in Hong Kong have plenty of money! Just help me find a glass model that can be used. As for how much money to spend, that's their business! Of course, if your factory can cooperate to produce this type of glass, that would be great. Maybe we can even export it to earn foreign exchange!"

Xu Jiaping is much better than Hu Zhongping at dealing with people. He didn't even need Lin Lou to step in, he solved the problem of selecting papers. As soon as he mentioned the possibility of collaborating with Chuanghui, these experts all showed a strong interest.

"Our country's glass production technology may not be as advanced as that of the United States, Germany, France, and Japan, but we have accumulated some experience. I will look up the information and get back to you as soon as possible!"

In the field of glass manufacturing, there are several impressive companies. First of all, there is Saint-Gobain, one of the top 500 companies in France. The company was founded in 1665 and is a top group with a history of more than 300 years. Its main business includes glass manufacturing, ceramic plastics, gypsum building materials, and other high-tech material industries. The glass produced by the Saint-Gobain Group has always maintained a world-leading level.

Then there's Asahi Glass Co., Ltd., which was later renamed AGC Group. It is the world's second largest glass products company, specializing in various glass products and semi-finished products, as well as a small amount of chemical products. Its main customers include LCD manufacturers, the automotive industry, lighting industry, and the construction industry.

In addition, Japan also has world-renowned glass manufacturers such as Murata Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Kyocera Corporation, Asahi Glass Co., Ltd., and Japan Display Inc.

Corning Inc. in the United States is a global leader in special glass and ceramic materials, and its CorningWare is highly popular among Chinese consumers.

In addition, Germany's Schott AG, Austria's AMAG Group, Corning Inc. of the United States, Pilkington of the United Kingdom, and Morgan Advanced Materials of the United States are also well-known in the field of glass production research and development.

The future of China's glass manufacturing industry is promising. Fuyao Glass holds a market share of about 70% in the domestic market and over 20% globally, surpassing Japan's Asahi Glass to become the world's leading company. In the field of mobile phone glass, Zhou Qunfei's Lens Technology and Yang Jianwen's BOE Optoelectronics also occupy a significant portion of the market share.

In the field of architectural glass, companies such as China Southern Glass (南玻) and Yaohua Glass (耀华) are gradually growing. However, at present, there is still a significant gap between them and the major companies in Europe, the United States, and Japan.

After a few busy days, everyone returned to the quadrangle over the weekend and began to share their gains during this period. Lintama also came. When he saw the rendering of the effect drawing done by Linlou, his mouth stayed open.

Xu Jianping is also like this, "The impact of this rendered image is so much stronger than the sketch. Since the first time I saw this image, I haven't been able to look away."

Oh, it would be great if I could make such a design! Then I wouldn't have to worry about job titles anymore. Even just being involved in the design would be a remarkable qualification.

"This is just a conceptual rendering. The specific outcome and whether it can meet or exceed the current effect will depend on our future work!" Lin patted Lin Mita's shoulder. "Currently, our team plans to use this work to participate in the international architectural design competition in Hong Kong. Of course, if you have any ideas, you can also bring them up."

"No, no!" Lin Mita shook his head repeatedly. In fact, he did have some ideas, but compared with the design of Linlou, his ideas were simply not presentable. The main building in the form of a transparent glass sphere, along with the aerial walkways weaving through the jungle, was truly astounding. It left him momentarily speechless.

"It's okay that we don't have it now. If anyone has ideas in the future, feel free to raise them! Also, besides the main building and the suspended walkway, I haven't figured out the design for other buildings yet. If anyone has good ideas, please speak up! A large business club definitely needs more than just these two things. It would be too exhausting to fill in all these details on my own."

"The key issue now is whether the existing building materials can be used to construct such a building, and what are the structural challenges involved! Let's discuss these first today," announced Linlou, the agenda for this meeting.

"I'll go first. As for the suspended footpath, it's not a problem. The Shougang Factory area has a similar design. I've gathered some information and after analysis, it has been confirmed that this kind of elevated greenway is indeed feasible! The suspended pathway in the Shougang workshop was designed from an industrial production perspective, only taking into account practicality. However, what we want to design is a walking sightseeing trail, so we definitely have to consider aesthetics!"

"So in the selection of materials, we need to be more meticulous to make the overall style of the trail delicate and beautiful, and not as rough as the Shougang Factory area! At the same time, we need to plan the route in combination with the specific situation of the plot, making sure that the trail hangs over the most beautiful forest area and the best scenic spots." Li Qingxi has already studied the relevant information in advance.

At the same time, he also has a lot of experience in garden design, and has his own ideas in planning walking routes. He began to show his initial ideas using the photos brought back by Linlou.

"The specific information on glass will need to wait a few more days. However, based on my discussions with several experts, this design does indeed have a certain feasibility. Several large international glass production companies can produce this type of glass, but manufacturing glass of such high standards requires a great deal of cost, especially given our low usage." Xu Jiaping continued.

This is also very normal, just like the problems encountered by I.M. Pei in the renovation project of the Louvre, it is not that the production technology is not up to standard, but from the perspective of industrial production, it is not cost-effective to produce such small batches of special glass.

"Our project is different from the renovation project of the Louvre. The Louvre renovation is a government action, and the government needs to be cautious in using funds and avoid excessive wastage. However, what we are going to do is a private project, and they can be relatively free in spending money. As long as we can provide them with enough shock, it's not impossible to persuade them to pay more to make a purchase!"

"We only need to consider whether it can be done. As for how to do it and how much money to spend, that's their responsibility!" The style of participating in architectural design competitions is undoubtedly more free than working on specific design projects for a certain client.

"There should be no problem. I will continue to ask several experts to submit the materials as soon as possible." Xu Jiaping felt relieved.

"So, in terms of structure, what are the difficulties with this plan?" Linlou looked at Linmita, now it's your turn to shine.
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"It's challenging, but not impossible. Just like when Teacher Gu and you were competing for the expansion project of the Linzhou University library before, using a larger cantilever structure with a core tube can solve the problem!" After considering for a moment, Linmita pointed at the draft of the Lin building and began expressing her thoughts.

"Due to the spherical shape of the main building, a large part of the outer edge does not touch the ground. Therefore, this structure can only be achieved by erecting a core cylinder in the center of the building, relying on the core cylinder and the foundation near the cliff side to support the entire building. Then, using cantilever technology to expand outward, spherical outer edges are constructed in the other three directions..."

Brushing twice, he drew a cross on the paper. "One end goes deep underground and then rises up as the X-axis; the other end goes deep into the mountain and then extends outward as the Y-axis. The intersection of the X-axis and Y-axis is the center of the entire spherical structure, and the rest of the buildings are built based on the X-axis and Y-axis..."

"In this way, the entire building has two supports. Although I haven't done detailed calculations, based on my preliminary estimate, these two axes can easily support the entire building... In this way, there won't be any structural issues with the main building. Using two supports is far more expansive than the approach suggested by Professor Gu, expanding outward."

"Have you considered the internal load of the building? We are not just constructing a spherical exterior. Inside the sphere, there will be numerous rooms including a banquet hall, wine cellar, cigar room, conference room, guest rooms, offices, gym, and other functional spaces. All these rooms, along with their respective facilities, will definitely increase the pressure on the core cylinder," Feng Shaoping added. He also mentioned that he has gained great insights from studying the functions of commercial clubs abroad during this period.

"I'm not quite sure about the functions of the business club, but I can see from the concept map drawn by Mr. Lin that there are many rooms. So, I included these in the estimate, and it should be no problem," said Linmita confidently. He had also carefully studied Teacher Gu's plan and was quite confident in the load-bearing capacity of the large cantilever structure.

In addition to what Teacher Feng mentioned, there are also ballrooms, dance halls, teahouses, bowling alleys, chess and card rooms..." Lin Lou added, "The lifestyle habits of people in Hong Kong are still quite different from those of Europeans and Americans. We must provide them with entertainment options that Hong Kong people enjoy."

"These functional spaces will not add too much structural load, but I still plan to build a swimming pool on the seaside, so careful calculation is needed to balance the overall force distribution, which Feng Shaoping did not mention."

"Building a swimming pool in such a building?" Several teachers didn't understand Lin's idea for a moment. They had visited the swimming pool at Xiangshan Hotel, but that pool was built on the first floor and could be connected to the outdoors. After swimming through a door, one could be outdoors, enjoying the beautiful scenery while swimming.

If we consider the plane formed by the intersection of the X-axis and the Y-axis as the ground floor, then the location referred to by Lin's building is on the negative first floor, and it is the outer area of the negative first floor. It can be quite a headache for structural engineers to build a swimming pool in such a location. Is there any special significance to designing it this way? Can it be moved to another location?

"Imagine, while swimming, you only need to tilt your head slightly to overlook the bustling Victoria Harbour. I think this alone can captivate the organizers! It wouldn't have the same great effect in other places."

In the design of hotels in the modern era, it is common to elevate the swimming pool to a high position, such as the high-altitude swimming pool at the InterContinental Chongqing Raffles City Hotel, the Skypool at the nearby Westin Hotel, and the pools built on the mountainside at some venues in Sanya. This is done to provide guests with a unique experience.

In addition to hotels, many high-end large mansions also have such designs. Just imagine, after a day of meetings at the company, returning to a home located in the bustling area of the city, swimming in a pool hundreds of meters above the ground, and looking at the brilliant night view below. How comforting is that.

Lin Lou placed the swimming pool in the best area in the line of sight, just to let the wealthy people of Hong Kong experience this feeling. To put it crudely, they put the business club up on this high mountain just to show off, right? Well, then I'll give you a show-off weapon that's much more enjoyable than bathing in the swimming pool at the Taiping Mountain villa.

"Such a large swimming pool will inevitably increase the load on this side. As a result, the strength of the X-axis and Y-axis support columns must be enhanced. At the same time, it is necessary to consider adding additional load near the mountain on the relatively closer side in order to balance the overall force on the structure!" Linmita continued to sketch on paper.

It's just like a balance scale. If weight is added to one side, the other side must increase the corresponding weight, otherwise it will tilt towards one side. Although this building definitely won't be as sensitive as a balance scale, adding such a large swimming pool to the outer edge will definitely affect the structural balance, so the force must be adjusted.

Or let the center of force approach the direction of the swimming pool, and use the principle of leverage to balance the force, or as Linmita said, increase the load on the corresponding side.

"The position of the swimming pool and the first floor lobby observation area cannot be changed, but the other functional areas can be adjusted through negotiation. So, this is the general direction, and we can discuss the specific details further."

"The route planning for the suspension bridge has been preliminarily planned, but I still lack data. I only have photos from spring this time. It would be best to also find photos from summer, autumn, and winter. This way, when I am planning the route, I can try to incorporate the beautiful scenery of the four seasons as much as possible!" Li Qingxi raised his hand and said.

"The geographical location of Hong Kong results in a maritime subtropical monsoon climate. Under the dominance of the monsoon, the four seasons are distinct, but the climate is generally mild with abundant rainfall throughout the year. The air is filled with the fragrance of flowers in all seasons. Spring is humid and warm, summer is hot and rainy, autumn is sunny, and winter is relatively dry and cold. Overall, the nearby forests remain evergreen throughout the year."

Situ Baoyun helped to mail the materials, and besides the books on Feng Shui, there are also photos of the seasonal changes around the plot. With these, Li Qingxi can plan the roads better.

In addition, some high-end entertainment venues in Europe, America, and Hong Kong can adjust their internal layout and overall display style based on these photos.

"The information about the typhoon is also available. Meita, when calculating the structure, you need to take the typhoon factor into consideration. Well then, since everyone is okay, let's end the meeting here for today." Lin Lou is always concise in meetings. They discuss the matter at hand, end the discussion once it's finished, and then quickly go out to work based on the discussion results.

"Mita, you can use this computer for now. There is some software inside that can help with basic calculations. Here are the instructions. Give it a try, and if you have any questions, just ask me!" Lin brought Mita to the computer. "By the way, how long did you take off?"

"For now, it's just for a week, but if needed, I can continue to help! Anyway, I'm mainly interning at the construction site during this time and don't need to go to school; the construction has been going smoothly recently, so there shouldn't be any major issues for the time being!" Lin Mita quickly responded, not wanting to miss this opportunity due to a lack of time.

If Linlou's draft is followed and the project is completed thoroughly, it would be tantamount to him achieving a greater structural miracle than Professor Gu. With this achievement, whether staying in school or being assigned work, a bright future awaits! If he's lucky enough to have an article published in an international journal, he might even receive a scholarship to study abroad at a certain university!

"That’s good then. The phone is in the room next door. You can call the construction site every day to inquire about the latest situation. If you need to go back, I can help you book a plane ticket on my end!" Lin patted his shoulder and encouraged, "You will be the one to rely on for the structural aspect. If the work is done well, I have good connections with several foreign journals and can help you submit the article there."

Lin Lou has already published articles in several journals before. They invited Lin Lou to serve as a reviewer to help with reviewing, and at the same time, Autec Company also spent a lot of advertising fees in these journals. Whether as a reviewer or as a major shareholder of Autec Company, Lin Lou can submit the manuscript.

"No problem, I will definitely complete it as soon as possible!" Lin Mita's heart began to race again. He had been thinking about writing the paper, but he didn't expect Lin Lou to mention it before he did.

Currently, in the academic community in China, many researchers are not familiar with the submission requirements of international academic journals. In addition, their English language proficiency may not be sufficient, especially in terms of understanding the requirements for writing papers. Combined with the existing differences in academic standards, it can be quite challenging to publish articles in foreign academic journals. This applies not only to students but also to faculty members.

If you can publish articles in foreign journals during your school years, the road ahead will be smoother. Therefore, Linmita became even more serious and eager to work hard day and night.

Unfortunately, Lin did not have his wish fulfilled. He only worked for a while before calling everyone out for a late-night snack, "It's still early before the competition deadline. There's no need to be so nervous. Just remember to balance work and rest!"

Except for Lin, who has a relatively easy time, the others all have their own jobs. They work during the day and then come over to help out in the evening. If they work too late, they will end up exhausted, which is not worth it in the long run.

After grilling skewers for a while and drinking two bottles of beer, everyone dispersed. Linmita stayed in the courtyard for a while, intending to continue working after Lin left. However, Lin had already locked the office before leaving, so Linmita had to return to the bedroom.

But he really couldn't sleep. His mind was filled with thoughts of the project, so he got up again, took out pen and paper, and started to calculate slowly. He continued until he was too tired to keep his eyes open, and then he finally lay down to rest.

Once the overall direction is set, the remaining tasks can be easily handled. We just need to follow our respective responsibilities and complete the tasks step by step. Lin Mitab helps to calculate and adjust the structure, while Xu Jiaping and Hu Zhongping continuously gather information from experts to find the most suitable building materials for the project. Then they bring back the data and indicators of these materials for others to adjust their own plans accordingly.

"Great, this type of steel is very suitable for building a suspension bridge. It has high strength and good toughness. If we change the original plan to use this type of steel, the support pillars and railings of the suspension bridge can be at least halved in size. This will not only significantly reduce the overall weight, but also weaken the impact of typhoons on the bridge." Li Qingxi was very pleased.

The thicker the pillars and guardrails of the boardwalk, the larger the wind interception area, and hence the greater impact of typhoons on the boardwalk. However, after using the new type of steel, the pillars and guardrails have become slender, naturally reducing the wind interception area and consequently reducing the impact of typhoons.

"The overall weight of the main building has also been reduced significantly, making it easier to handle in terms of structure!" After these few days of getting used to their working habits, Lin Mita has already adapted. When talking about professional matters here, there's no need to consider so much. Just say whatever needs to be said. It's much easier compared to when he used to assist his supervisor."

"I found some information about anti-corrosion coatings from a few experts at the Shanghai Shipyard, and also had a chat with some local architects in Shanghai. They suggested that we use this type of coating, which can last for at least ten years with just one application," said Hu Zhongping, his face glowing with satisfaction with his recent work.

"The situation with the glass is now clear. According to the opinions of several experts, the most suitable glass for our project now is the special glass from the French company Saint-Gobain. This is the information they have collected, and there may still be some imperfections." Xu Jia Ping felt a little embarrassed, as it was obvious that his work completion status was not as good as Hu Zhong Ping's.

"It's okay, I'll give Mr. Bei a phone call. He might have information in this area. Even if he doesn't, we can ask Saint-Gobain for it! Mr. Bei is probably still in France, and the Louvre renovation project will require glass. He must have already looked into this information."

If he goes to Saint-Gobain Company to request information, they definitely won't refuse. Pei was one of the world's best architects who was skilled at using glass. Even if the Louvre renovation project doesn't need it, there will still be opportunities for cooperation in other projects in the future.

After receiving the phone call, I. M. Pei agreed to help Lin with the building without asking any questions. He even joked with him, "If you encounter any problems in your work, can you consult me? You can be my teacher in traditional tile applications, and I can help you with glass applications!"

Because of the time constraints, Bei Yuming first faxed the documents to Hong Kong after receiving them, and then Situ Baoyun sent someone to take a special flight to deliver the documents to Beijing.

Within less than a week, Lin Lou received the relevant materials, a speed that was considered very fast in China in the 1980s.

Glass, steel, and anti-corrosion coatings were the key issues to be solved. With these problems addressed, the remaining tasks became much easier. They adjusted the design based on the performance of these new materials, and the final results, though slightly less than what Lin had hoped for, were already impressive enough for the 1980s.

A crystal-clear spherical building hangs on Lion Rock, as if it were a pearl under the lion's neck, and the elevated pathway above the forest is like a string of pearls, connecting viewing platforms, sky cafes, and other related facilities along the elevated pathway...

And indoors, the most eye-catching feature is the swimming pool located on the basement level, where you can overlook the beautiful scenery of Victoria Harbour. In addition, there are various facilities such as meeting rooms, wine cellar, tea room, cigar room, etc., which can fully meet the users' needs for business, socializing, leisure, and exercise.

The curved ramp brings traffic and people from the mountains, and all the functional rooms are at different heights, but almost all of them have a view of the outdoor scenery. You can enjoy the beautiful scenery of nature and the bustling Victoria Harbour without stepping out of the house.

"Finally finished. Are we going to create more detailed drawings next? By the way, are there any requirements to make a model for this competition?" Li Qingxi asked as he stretched lazily.

"The model is necessary, but we don't need the construction drawings." Zaha explained the rooftop club model to Mrs. Thatcher, but her model was relatively rudimentary. If Lindlou wants to do it, they must do it the best.

Still using acrylic to make the facade of the main building, then installing lights inside the main building. Pressing the button will turn on the indoor lights, making it easy for people to see the layout inside.

This approach has already been applied in the library project at Linzhou University, and they are now using it more proficiently once again.

In addition to the main model, Lin also had them create a layered model to display the functional divisions of different floors. At the same time, he also drew the corresponding renderings. The charm of this design can only be shown through the rendered images, rather than just the models, which will bring them greater impact.

The overall plan, front elevation, side elevation, section drawing, detailed drawing, and other effect drawings are all completed one by one, and combined with the previously completed design drawings and models, Lin and his team have finally completed all their work.

"We still have two months until the submission deadline for the competition. Should we reconsider and see if there are any areas that can be modified?" They were full of confidence during work, but when it came time to submit, they were a little uneasy.

"If there were any problems, we should have discovered them earlier. Waiting for another two months wouldn't make much sense. Let's just submit the proposal directly!" Lin shook his head, in his opinion, this project has no major flaws other than being a bit expensive, a bit difficult to construct, and having a slightly advanced design concept.

And these points are definitely not drawbacks for an international architectural design competition, and may even be advantages, especially when a visionary architect like Kizaki Shin is serving as a judge!

If Lin chooses to send the documents by regular mail, he is worried that there might be problems along the way and it could delay his participation in the competition. So he called Andrew and asked him to send someone to Beijing to receive the materials, and then personally deliver them to Hong Kong and hand them over to the organizers.

Just as he finished this matter, Lin Qiao called him from the United States, and Lin Lou had other things to attend to.
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"How's the competition proposal coming along? I've recently gathered some information on international architectural design competitions, and I've arranged for someone to mail it to you. If the current competition isn't suitable, you can choose from these instead," asked Lin Qiao, concerned.

"It's already done. I just submitted the proposal. I feel pretty confident about making it to the final round, but whether I can actually win will depend on luck! Even though Lin seems confident, it's better to be modest until the results come out, just in case something unexpected happens and it becomes embarrassing."

"Let me take a look at the information for other competitions as well. It's no problem to participate in several if there are suitable ones!" The young architect wanted to make a name for himself, and participating in architectural design competitions was one of the best choices. When Ma Yansong had just graduated from university, he and his colleagues also participated in competitions everywhere. As long as they heard about an opportunity, they would stay up late to prepare and submit their proposals.

After years of hard work and struggle, only then did he gain the reputation, and the qualification to compete in large-scale projects. With the completion of each iconic building, his reputation in the architecture industry grew even stronger.

"By the way, how are things going on your end? After discussing his own matters, Linlou also began to take an interest in Linqiao's situation. He receives regular reports on Outech company's affairs, but Linqiao's life isn't just about work. How is his life in the United States? Has he found a girlfriend? These are things that as brothers, he should also be concerned about."

"Everything is going well, the development of the new version is nearing completion, just a few more rounds of testing and it can be officially launched into the market! It's estimated that it will be right around summer vacation, so if you’re available, come over and take a look! As for the development of the router on Pocek's side, it's also going smoothly. I provided financial support in our names, and after having the funds, the development progress has been much faster." But he still talks about work.

"If things continue at this pace, there might be results as early as next year!" This is even faster than the original historical timeline. "He and Teacher Lena are also considering resigning and starting their own business, but they haven't made a final decision yet."

"You don't need to worry about this. As long as you have ideas, you will make a decision sooner or later! But you shouldn't be working all day long, you should take a break and go out to have some fun occasionally! For example, find a girlfriend or something!" Lin Lou laughed.

"These two years are a critical stage for the company. I'd rather stay busy for now! I can rest later when the company stabilizes after going public! Besides, the company has a gym and entertainment room, I exercise every day and have sufficient sleep, so I'm doing fine! As for a girlfriend, I've met some foreign students or Chinese girls recently, but I feel that we don't quite connect, so I think I'll pass for now!"

This is also very normal. Many international students want to stay in the United States, especially those who are willing to actively contact Lin Qiao. Whether they are interested in him as a person or in his ability to help them stay, it's hard to say. Although Lin Qiao may be a bit slow in relationships, he is not stupid, and he can naturally see if the other party has such thoughts.

As for Chinese people overseas, don't assume that seeing a Chinese face makes them feel familiar. In fact, the differences between Chinese people and Chinese people can sometimes be even greater than between Americans and Chinese people. Some of them are descendants of Chinese laborers in the United States, and after so many years of reproduction, it is likely that they don't even speak Chinese anymore.

What about the Chinese people from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and other places going to the United States? How could their thoughts be the same as those born in New China and grown up under the red flag?

"Okay, okay, let's not talk about this anymore! There's another important matter I haven't told you about yet. The procedures for the new company in China have been completed, and the car and other office equipment are also ready. They were purchased with the help of the Japanese branch and have already been sent over. They should be able to clear customs in a few days. I instructed them to report to you as soon as everything is in order!"

"Okay, the China branch won't have too much business for now, so I won't need to personally oversee it. You can ask them to report to me once a week, and I won't need to disclose my identity to the public! If people find out that Lin Lou is actually a major shareholder of a multimillion-dollar company, he won't be able to do anything else. Just socializing with the leaders of various departments every day would be enough to keep him busy."

"I have already reminded them! Except for the two main responsible persons, no one else knows your true identity, at most they think you are a consultant for the company! Even my little brother doesn't know that you are my brother." This was emphasized by Lin Lou during the meeting before the Spring Festival, and Lin Qiao naturally will not forget.

"That's not a problem. When they arrive, I will introduce them to Director Wu and Director Qiu from the city court first, and see if we can convince Tsinghua University and the city court to buy a few sets for trial. Consider it as planting a seed for the future." After chatting for a while, Lin hung up the phone.

Only two days later, the two leaders of the China branch of Outek company came to the courtyard voluntarily to report their work to him. Both of them, a man and a woman, are from Hong Kong. Despite being prepared, their expressions were still somewhat complicated when they saw Linlou.

They both probably find it hard to accept this reality, that a high-tech company with such rapid development in Silicon Valley was actually founded by such a young person.

However, their professional qualities are quite good. They quickly adjusted their heartbeat and respectfully introduced themselves, "Hello, Director Lin, I am Fan Qirui, the new branch manager sent by the company to Beijing. You can also call me by my English name, Frank. I graduated from the San Francisco University Business School and I have two years of experience in the IT industry. I joined Outech Company at the beginning of this year."

Lin Lou also holds a position as a director at OTK Corporation, so he is respectfully addressed as Director Lin. However, all the directors he has dealt with in the past have been older, so it's the first time he has encountered such a young director. Even in Silicon Valley, where startup teams tend to be young, it's rare to see directors under the age of 20 at major companies.

"Hello Mr. Fan, is the University of San Francisco School of Management? Is it the Entrepreneurship major?" Lin Lou asked.

The University of San Francisco School of Business offers a total of six majors. While its overall global ranking is average, typically hovering around the top 100, its Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management major is outstanding, ranking first in California and typically within the top 20 globally. However, it is not easy to be admitted into this top-notch program.

Fan Qirui's face blushed slightly, "The Entrepreneurship major requires a recommendation letter from a well-known figure in the business world, and I wasn't able to get one at the time, so I missed out!"

"It's okay. As the saying goes, 'Misfortune may be a blessing in disguise'. If you are accepted, you might not have the chance to work at Autok Company. As long as you work hard, your future prospects will definitely be better than those of your Entrepreneurship major classmates when the company goes public!" Lin Lou encouraged.

"Hello, Mr. Lin. My name is Zhou Yalun, English name Ellen. I am currently serving as the deputy general manager of the Otak Corporation's China branch, mainly responsible for daily administrative affairs. I graduated from Mills College. Please feel free to instruct me on anything in the future." The woman in charge also introduced herself.

Lin Lou nodded and chatted with her for a while. It was clear that the two of them had different responsibilities - Fan Qirui was mainly responsible for the business aspect, potentially requiring frequent travel across the country, while Zhou Yalun was responsible for staying behind, managing the company, and providing services for Lin Lou.

"I'll give you two phone numbers. One is the secretary's phone number of the Academic Department of Architecture at the Chinese Academy of Sciences. You can make an appointment with him to meet with Member Wu and discuss our software. Member Wu has seen me use it before and will definitely be interested. The other is the phone number of Director Qiu from the Beijing Design Institute. He is also familiar with this software."

"You should contact them first. I believe my brother and Mr. Walk have already informed you before coming. At this stage, the Chinese branch does not need to focus too much on profit issues, but rather on expanding the influence of the software."

"Thank you, Director Lin. With this connection, it will be much easier for us to break into the market!" Fan Qirui expressed his gratitude, took the phone number, and then inquired about the personalities and preferences of Chairman Wu and Director Qiu.

Then there's Zhou Yalun's perspective, "It's not easy to recruit excellent talent domestically nowadays. University graduates are allocated to jobs, and even if we offer several times the salary, they may not be willing to come."

Perhaps students may feel that working in a foreign company is prestigious, but parents definitely worry whether the job is secure. Even though the pay is good now, what about the future? So, recruiting people is quite difficult.

"You need to work harder in this area. I will also ask around to see if there are suitable candidates. For example, young teachers who are not doing well in the computer science department of the university, or young unemployed individuals who are quick-witted and good at communication, even though they did not attend college. The main work of the Chinese branch is promotion and sales, and the educational requirements are not so high."

"I plan to hold a conference first, inviting several American and Japanese scholars to talk about the prospects of CAD software. I will take this opportunity to promote the software and keep an eye out for suitable talents," Zhou Yalun is also prepared for this.

"The company has provided you with a brand new sixth-generation Crown just off the assembly line. We heard that you urgently need it, so we imported one from Japan for you. If you are not satisfied, we can still arrange for an exchange. We have also hired a driver, a recently retired soldier who used to chauffeur military leaders. He is highly skilled and understands the importance of confidentiality. Both he and the vehicle are currently outside."

"The company also has a sedan and two minivans that you can use anytime you need! You can leave any tasks to me to handle. This is the major shareholder of the company, so we must provide excellent service!"

"The driver and car are usually kept at the company, and you can also use them. I will call you in advance if I need it! If we put a crown in the yard, it would be too conspicuous. The crown is the representative of the highest level among the first generation of private cars in China, so just let the driver come over when we need to use it."

I chatted with them for a while, then called the driver in. The driver's name is Yang Mo, and he is as calm and silent as his name suggests. He is very suitable to be his own driver.

After finishing the business, Lin took them out for a meal and encouraged them at the dinner table. Fan Qirui and Zhou Yalun were somewhat satisfied with this job. Although China is still relatively backward and far from achieving the same level of success as the European and Japanese branch companies, it is advantageous for them to frequently meet the major shareholders of the company.

If you do a good job, the hope for promotion and salary increase in the future will not be less than that of the responsible person in the European and Japanese branches. Furthermore, when handling affairs in China, as long as you identify yourself as a foreign enterprise employee, you will be respected everywhere you go, which also gives them a sense of vanity and makes them feel good.

"Director Lin, the weather is getting warmer now, and with spring in full bloom, it's the perfect time to go out and enjoy the countryside. How about taking advantage of this weekend and letting Master Yang take you for a spin? You can also test the car and see if it meets your satisfaction. If not, we can arrange for an immediate replacement!" Therefore, you must hold on tight to this opportunity," Zhou Yalun suggested.

"This is actually not a bad idea!" Linlou was moved. It was indeed quite exhausting for everyone to work on the plan together during this time. Linlou was thinking about how to help them relax. They had already been to Xiangshan Hotel, and shopping, eating and drinking were nothing special. He was really worried about this, but he didn't expect Zhou Yalun to come up with a good suggestion.

At this season, driving to the suburbs for a sightseeing trip and having a picnic seems just right. He counted the number of people, "Well, how about this? You go back and prepare, and I'll take some people to the Miyun Reservoir for the weekend! Probably around twenty people, it would be best if our car can accommodate everyone, if not, we can get a couple more cars."

"And then prepare all the ingredients and utensils needed for the picnic! Originally I had to take care of these things myself, but now that I have subordinates, I'll let them do it!"

"I understand! How many people in specific, roughly? And what are their preferences for food and entertainment activities?" Zhou Yalun quickly took out a notepad to start recording. This was her first task and she must not make any mistakes.

Lin counted the number of people and realized that there were about a dozen including several teachers and their families. Then, there were eight people in his own dormitory, and he also invited some close friends, adding another dozen or so. Oh, and don't forget to invite Chen Dejiang and Lin Sheng! After counting one by one, the number of people has exceeded thirty.

"The company's cars are definitely not enough, but it's okay, I can find more; other than these people, we also need to transport food and drinks, it's best to bring along two chefs, so we'll need at least one more car!" Zhou Yalun has organized outdoor parties in the United States before, so he is quite clear about this process.

"I've heard of the Miyun Reservoir, and the fish there are famous. How about we have some fish when we go there? I'll invite two chefs who specialize in cooking fish to help us. By the way, do you all like fishing? I can prepare the fishing gear in advance and invite one or two fishing instructors to join us!"

If there are still boats available, they should be available at the Miyun Reservoir, right? You should be able to rent one with some money. If this were in the US, Zhou Yalun would be considering what kind of cruise ship to rent. And looking at Linlou being so young, maybe he will also get a public relations company to bring a group of models over. Even if the boss doesn't have this preference, it would still be visually pleasing to look at.

After having a meal and sending Linlou back, Zhou Yalun did not return to the company. Instead, he went directly to Miyun Reservoir with Yang Mo. Originally, the boats at the reservoir were not available for rent, but Zhou Yalun took care of everything with a few US dollars.

"No problem, we guarantee to provide you with the best boat, the most skilled crew, and we'll also have someone in a small boat following alongside. These young men are all excellent swimmers, so in case of any accidents, they can quickly rescue anyone who falls into the water!"

"The chef is not a problem. We can't say much about other things, but when it comes to cooking fish from the reservoir, our master chef at the reservoir is definitely skilled. He will make sure everyone eats happily! Just find a good spot by the water and wait, we'll bring the food to you!"

"Fishing? I'm good at it! I have all the fishing gear and can provide coaching and guidance! Guaranteed to have a great time! Oh, I heard that foreigners like to give tips, so if I teach them how to fish, maybe they'll give me a few dollars?"

"It's okay if we can't catch any fish. I'll arrange for someone to cast nets and catch them for us. I guarantee that when we return, each person will have at least a 20-pound big fish! And... I can offer you this fish at a lower price than the market, and no need for a receipt."

"Thank you so much, Mr. Yu! I thought I would have to look outside for help, but since you have everything here, it's much more convenient," Zhou Yalun couldn't help but smile a little. Mr. Yu unexpectedly enjoys fishing.

"Don't worry, I've got it covered." Yu Weidong patted his chest loudly. Occasionally, there were also some visitors who came to Miyun Reservoir to play. However, at that time, he would only manage to get a few packs of cigarettes to smoke. He never thought that he would have the chance to earn US dollars. This time, he had to take good care of them. If they have a great time, they might come back for more, and that means more profit, right?

The two of them went around the Miyun Reservoir and, with the help of Yu Weidong, chose a spot with the best scenery for a picnic, then carefully planned a route for further activities before returning.

By the weekend, more than thirty people gathered in the yard and then got on the cars, driving in a mighty procession to the Miyun Reservoir. Li Qingxi opened the car window and felt the cool breeze coming towards him. He had been to the Miyun Reservoir before, but it was always on a bicycle. This was his first time traveling there by car.

Lin Sheng and Lin Lou sat in a car. After getting into the car, Lin Sheng looked left, right, up, and down, almost salivating. How could Lin Lou not know what he was thinking? "Xiao Sheng, do you want to learn how to drive?"

"Bro, is this really worth learning?" Lin Sheng nodded his head like a chick pecking at rice.

"Sure, why not? If you want to learn, let's learn together! I'll ask Master Yang to teach us!" Linlou can drive naturally, but it's hard to explain without a learning process, and there are some differences between the cars in the 80s and the ones in 2020.

So I had mentioned to Yang Mo earlier that I want to learn driving. Teaching one person is the same as teaching multiple people, so we can see if anyone else in the dormitory also wants to learn, and we can do it together! After all, there's an open land not far from the quadrangle, so we don't have to worry about finding a place.

The car raced all the way and soon arrived at the Miyun Reservoir. Everyone got out of the car, and Yu Weidong quickly came up to greet them, "Welcome to Miyun Reservoir. If anyone needs anything, just come to me. I guarantee that everyone will have a great time today!"

Sorry, I'm a bit late.
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"I used to come to the Miyun Reservoir before, why didn't I see them being so enthusiastic? Last time, a few of us had just put down our fishing rods, and he ran over to drive us away! I even fell a few times while running!" Li Qingxi was dumbfounded.

"Let's start by drinking some fish soup to warm up. The fish in the reservoir is stewed with local wild vegetables. The remaining dishes will be ready in a while. After our meal, those who want to go fishing can fish, and those who want to play in the middle of the reservoir, we also have a boat!" Yu Weidong had long forgotten his initial connection with Li Qingxi, and he took everyone to the picnic spot nearby.

Now the shed has been set up here, with picnic mats underneath, and a small table on top of the mat. The chef from the reservoir canteen is ladling soup for them from the basin.

As soon as the warm fish soup went down their throats, everyone's appetites opened up. With a "Duang" sound, another big basin was placed on the table. "Chopped pepper fish head, it's specially made for the students from Hunan in Beijing, they didn't want to teach at first. I asked them, 'Other than the Miyun Reservoir, where else around Beijing can you find such big fish heads? If you don't teach, don't expect to come here for fish heads in the future.' They didn't say anything and immediately started teaching, hands-on."

"The head of this fish must weigh over ten pounds!" Everyone was dumbfounded, as a single fish head filled up a large basin. Such a spectacle was not something that everyone had the chance to witness, especially during this time when there was a widespread shortage of oil and water throughout the country."

"Diced pepper fish head is best made with crucian carp. This type of carp, also known as big-head fish, has a large head and tender and fatty meat, providing the best texture. Using other types of fish won't achieve the same sensation." The vibrant red peppers spread over the fish head are instantly appetizing. If Wang Bingbing were to see this, she would surely be delighted, wouldn't she?

"The chopped chili is also brought from the Hunan office in Beijing. The authentic flavor is not found elsewhere. The chopped chili fish head combines the freshness of the fish head with the spiciness of the chopped chili. The steaming method preserves the fresh aroma of the fish head within the flesh as the flavor of the chopped chili perfectly permeates the fish meat. The texture is tender and crystal-clear, with a gentle and elegant spicy taste."

Yu Weidong stood beside them, explaining, "This dish may look simple, but it's not easy to make it well. There are a lot of tricks to it. You need to use scallion oil to enhance the flavor, but you have to control the amount just right. Too little and it lacks aroma, too much and it overpowers the chopped chili flavor. This takes years of practice to get it right."

"When steaming, add pickled chili peppers to remove the fishy odor. The steamed juice comes out fresh, spicy, and palatable. After finishing the fish, let's add a few bowls of handmade noodles and mix them in. It's even tastier than the fish!"

"Here we also have braised fish in an iron pot, a skill learned from the Liaoning provincial office in Beijing! It has been stewing for half an hour in advance and will be ready to eat very soon!" After introducing the chopped pepper fish head, he pointed to the newly stacked stove next to it. The fish from the Miyun Reservoir are generally larger, and the texture of the meat is inevitably a bit coarse, so it's not possible to make it delicious using conventional methods.

Fortunately, after operating for many years, they have already summarized a set of experiences at the Miyun Reservoir. They make use of the abundant fish resources at their disposal and have learned the skill of cooking large fish from several Beijing-based schools.

"The main dishes for this morning are these two. After everyone catches some fish, we can try some other fresh cooking methods! I can guarantee you've never seen them before! I promise everyone will enjoy them!"

More than ten catties of fish head with pickled peppers, twenty catties of fathead fish stewed in an iron pot, plus side dishes for noodles. After finishing these two extremely hearty dishes, everyone was quite full.

"I never thought there would be a day when I would eat so much meat that I felt bloated! If I go back to my hometown and tell people, they probably wouldn't believe it!" Xing Ruhua said, holding her stomach.

"Such clear water, what do you think about going for a swim? If we go over there, no one else should be able to see us, right?" Su Zhongming pointed upstream. Nowadays, who still bothers to bring swimwear? Everyone just goes in naked. And today, with so many girls around, it wouldn't be right to take off my pants in front of them.

"The reservoir has all been arranged. Those who want to swim can follow the others and get on the car later, and I will take you to a good place! There will be someone watching nearby, so feel free to play! Come back after you've had a good swim." Linlou called Yu Weidong over to arrange for people who want to swim and take those who want to play in the middle of the reservoir on the boat.

He did want to swim a little, but he really didn't have the habit of baring his butt in front of so many people. Wearing swim trunks, seeing other people's bare butts is also a bit uncomfortable! He wasn't very interested in boating either, so he picked up the Daiyiwafishing rod that Zhou Yalun had bought and went to the reservoir to fish.

"Come fishing over here, this is a great spot. I usually fish here and never come back empty-handed. I usually don't want to tell others about it. I've already set up the fishing spot, you can start fishing right away!" Yu Weidong had seen it just now. Zhou Yalun had been circling around the forest building. This person is the real decision-maker. It's better to serve him well than anything else.

Does the angler care about the fish? What they really care about is the feeling of fishing - the pleasant weather, beautiful scenery, and most importantly, the absence of nagging from their wife. At times like this, whether they catch any fish becomes irrelevant.

Of course, Lin Lou is not a serious angler, he values whether he can catch fish or not. So he followed Yu Weidong's instructions to bait the fish, cast the hook, and then sat there quietly waiting.

Yuhua Dong also prepared the fishing bait and cast the hook into the water. When he cast it, he intentionally stayed away from where the nest was supposed to be set up, otherwise he would catch all the fish himself while Linlou wouldn't have much to harvest. That would not be good - would they come back in the future? He wanted Linlou to catch the big fish before he did.

The clear water of the Miyun Reservoir makes it possible to see what's underwater. Otherwise, when Linlou has waited for a long time without getting any bites, Yu Weidong might have to resort to the methods used by eunuchs in the palace to serve the emperor while fishing, arranging for someone to dive underwater and directly hook a big fish for him.

"Wow, the feel of this fishing rod is so much better than a bamboo rod! Light and flexible too," Li Qingxi exclaimed as he asked Zhou Yalun for a fishing rod and sat down in front of Linlou. He also enjoys fishing, otherwise he wouldn't have been chased around by Yu Weidong in the first place."

"Daiwa from Japan has the world's highest sales volume in the field of fishing gear, and the Japanese indeed have a natural talent in the manufacture of these precision products. They have a long history of fishing tackle manufacturing, and with the introduction of advanced technology from Europe and America, they have taken it a step further. Nowadays, many European and American fishing enthusiasts buy their products!" Linlou introduced. In fact, after Daiwa first entered China, it was habitually called "Dawa" by people, and it was only later that it gradually changed.

Imported fishing rod! Yu Weidong looked at the shiny paint, slender rod body, and the fishing line reel at the end of the fishing rod, and suddenly felt that the hand-made fishing rod that had accompanied him for many years and had caught tons of heavy fish was no longer appealing.

Reservoir fish are a bit dumber than river fish, and there are also nests that Yu Weidong set up. Soon, there are fish on the hook, and the fish are not small in size. Linlou is struggling to lift them.

Yu Weidong quickly dropped his fishing rod and went to help, "When the fish is hooked, you can't pull it forcefully. You need to grasp the rhythm, loosen and tighten the line, slowly wearing out its strength, only then you can pull it up!"

The feel of this fishing rod is really good, the line is smooth, and the fishing reel is effortless to operate. After tightening, the line does not slip out. It's really a great product! After trying it out, Yu Weidong now likes this fishing rod even more.

Two people busied themselves for a while, and finally caught a six or seven pound fish. Lin Lou eagerly took out a camera and took a picture with the fish, planning to wash and hang it on the wall. When someone asks about it later, there will be something to show off.

Then they caught a few more fish with Li Qingxi. The ones that were too small were released, while the larger ones were kept for dinner. Feeling satisfied with their catch for the afternoon, they carried their fishing rods and bucket back. As for the fish they would take with them later, they left it to Yu Weidong and the others to catch with a net.

"Captain Yu, how are we going to eat this afternoon? You just mentioned that you wanted to try a new way of eating. I'm pretty curious about it."

"Hey, watch closely! I'll start preparing the grilled fish for you this afternoon!" Yu Weidong shouted to invite people over, and then a few people came over to start working, lighting a fire and preparing the fish.

"Grilled fish is quite common, isn't it? What's so special about it?" Li Qingxi was a bit puzzled. I was looking forward to it for half a day, and this is the result? It would be better to use it for stewing in an iron pot!

"Grilled fish is quite common, but there are still differences in how it is grilled! What we are preparing now is the Xinjiang Bachu grilled fish! Look, just obtained this fresh Red Willow branch from the Xinjiang Office in Beijing." Yu Weidong took a branch of willow.

"The fresh red willow branches will exude red willow juice, making the fish taste fresher. It is said that when Zhang Qian went on a mission to the Western Regions and passed by the Tarim River, he saw the local people grilling fish in this way and felt that the taste was particularly good. Unfortunately, when he returned to Chang'an and tried to grill fish again, he couldn't reproduce the same flavor, the reason being that red willow trees cannot be found in the Central Plains."

"I do know that the flavor of red willow branches cooked with lamb is quite good!" This Lin Lou had it when she went to Xinjiang, but after returning to the inland provinces and trying it again, it didn't taste the same. The red willow branches used in inland provinces were not as fresh as the ones in Xinjiang. Many red willow branches were overcooked and still not replaced, and the juice inside had dried up. The so-called red willow roasted meat was just a gimmick now.

"The wood for roasting fish is also from the Hu Yang tree branches brought from the Xinjiang Liaison Office in Beijing. Beijing roast duck is roasted with fruit wood, while Xinjiang Bazhou roasted fish has to be roasted with Hu Yang tree branches!" A layer of branches is spread on the ground, laid out in long strips.

Cut and clean the fish, use thicker red willow branches as the main support frame, pass them through the backbone, and then use three thinner branches for the crosspieces, so that the whole fish is completely spread out. Then, without using a grill, insert the fish around the fire and slowly roast it.

Before long, a circle of fish had surrounded the bonfire, emitting a sizzling sound from time to time as the oil dripped slowly onto the sand. Once the fish was about 70-80% cooked and turned a golden yellow, the branches of the poplar trees had burned away, leaving behind some bright red charcoal.

At this time, the fish is placed flat, and then sprinkled with seasoning prepared with onions, tomatoes, chili, and a small amount of salt. After a few minutes, Yu Weidong took a skewer of grilled fish and tore off a piece to taste, "Hmm, the timing is just right, it's ready to eat!"

"I'll give it a try!" Li Qingxi quickly picked up a string and tried it. Unexpectedly, although the method was primitive, the grilled fish meat was crispy on the outside and tender on the inside, with a tempting aroma, and most importantly, there was no fishy smell.

"Delicious, delicious! I didn't expect that fish cooked without marinating could taste this good!" He immediately took big bites, and Linlou also tried some. The taste was indeed impressive.

Zhou Yalun originally thought that this method of grilling fish was probably neither hygienic nor tasty. However, after seeing their reactions, he couldn't help but take the smallest skewer to try, and the result was that he couldn't stop eating, and also didn't care about maintaining a ladylike demeanor, finishing one skewer and picking up a second one.

“At first, use high heat to lock in the moisture, then use low heat to slowly tease out the fragrance, gradually bringing out the flavor of the fish, that's why I directly use populus euphratica branches for grilling; in other places, most grilled fish are cooked over charcoal, with stable flames, naturally it cannot achieve this kind of effect." Seeing them enjoy the food, Yu Weidong felt secretly pleased, so you will come back again next time, won't you?

With the fish they caught, there was enough for everyone to eat. After the meal, they drank some fish soup and then rested on the grass, holding their stomachs.

"We have a variety of recipes for the fish from the Miyun Reservoir. Today we only tried three types, but there are more such as the Huaiyang-style braised carp head, Sichuan-style pickled fish, boiled fish, Jiangnan-style onion-braised fish, squirrel-shaped mandarin fish, sweet and sour fish, braised fish, steamed fish, and many more. They are all delicious, and there are different recipes for different seasons. If you like them, you are welcome to come often in the future!"

"Absolutely, even if I don't catch anything, fishing at such a high place is still a kind of enjoyment!" Li Qingxi nodded repeatedly. He wasn't craving for it, he just wanted to experience the thrill of fishing.

After eating, take a stroll around and digest your food. As the day is getting dark, everyone gradually gets on the car. The reservoir has already prepared the fish for them. The teachers can take them back home to raise and eat slowly. Wenxuan and the others are not worried either, as there is a pond in the courtyard. It shouldn't be a problem to put the fish in and raise them for about ten days. They are already thinking of ways to cook the fish in the next few days!

Zhou Yalun found Yu Weidong to settle the bill. Yu Weidong hesitated for a while and said apologetically, "Um... well...how much does the fishing rod that Mr. Li used earlier cost? Can you give me one and I'll give you a discount on the bill?"

There are quite a few old party members in Beijing who love to fish at the Miyun Reservoir. Naturally, they also prefer to use better fishing rods. If you happen to give one to a certain old party member, you might just strike it rich! This is much more cost-effective than giving a few dollars. It wouldn't be appropriate to give dollars directly, but giving a fishing rod is much better - it's a way for fishing enthusiasts to communicate! This is a refined matter.

And besides, if necessary, we can ask him for some money. Money is not a problem for them, but where can we find a Japanese Daiwa fishing rod? Yu Weidong is very familiar with the places to buy fishing gear in Beijing, but he has never seen one there before.

Zhou Yalun asked Lin Lou, and Lin Lou didn't have any objections. After all, there were still plenty of fishing rods. He decided to keep a set for himself, give one to Li Qingxi, and give the remaining set to anyone who liked it.

After getting the fishing rod, Yuhua and Dongle were very excited, repeatedly assuring them that they would host them well and definitely not worse than today when they come again next time.

This is really a good thing. The Lin brothers have driven their car far away, but Yu Huadong is still standing by the road, touching the fishing rod and smiling foolishly. He seems reluctant to give it away.

Otherwise, while it hasn't been sent out yet, I might as well enjoy it first? So he hurried back to the edge of the reservoir and continued fishing.

After returning, Lin continued to research the information provided by Lin Qiao. There are countless international architectural design competitions held each year, but there are not many at the level that can attract his participation. After perusing the materials, he found that either the level was not high enough or the timing was not convenient, so he had to temporarily give up and wait for the next batch of information.

The same goes for the negotiation of new projects. There have been people approaching them, but either the projects are not suitable or the clients are not suitable, so Lin and his team are currently idle.

Lin Lou is not in a hurry. Being able to participate in a high-level competition this semester is already considered as completing the basic tasks. Therefore, he continued to strengthen his French language learning with Mrs. Xie while helping Fan Qirui and Zhou Yalun complete the basic construction work of the China branch of the Autocad company.

Their professional abilities are good, but they are not very familiar with the situation in China. At the initial stage of the company, they still need someone to help take care of some matters.

Fortunately, their learning ability is very strong. In addition, nowadays, foreign enterprises are almost always given the green light to do something in China, so they quickly adapted to their work, gradually established relationships with architectural professionals in Beijing, successfully held an academic conference, and enabled them to have a deeper understanding of the impact of CAD software on the future of the architectural industry.

The software and computers are expensive, and the budgets of these units are not ample. Furthermore, they need to submit reports for approval, so the software hasn't sold much for the time being, making them a bit uneasy.

Lin Lou didn't really mind, as this situation was within his expectations. He specifically encouraged them, had a meal with them, and praised their work during this period, which finally made them relax.

Lin Lou also took advantage of this time to get his driver's license. Learning to drive at this time was much harder than in later generations. First, one had to study mechanical theory, then practice with a mentor after finishing the theory. One not only had to learn how to drive, but also how to repair cars because the roads were not well developed and the support systems were not complete. If the car broke down halfway, one would have to repair it by themselves, which was essential.

After passing the exam, obtaining an internship certificate, following the master for half a year, and being scolded by the master for half a year, then one can go and exchange for a driver's license.

Ordinary people who want to learn to drive, first need time, second need a car. Lin had both the time and the car, plus a foundation from a past life, so he learned in no time.

As for the internship duration and all that, it's not that strictly regulated at this time. After arriving at the place, Yang Mo went over to schmooze with the person in charge, gave them a couple of packs of cigarettes, and got it sorted out directly. In a few days, Linlou got his driver's license.

The cover of the driver's license is made of red plastic with a gold shining Tiananmen Gate tower pattern printed on it, and inside are the cautions and personal information.

Lin Lou held his driver's license and muttered to himself, thinking that if he kept it well, he might be able to exchange it for a new car in a few decades.

Just a few days after he got his driver's license, the judging time for the architectural design competition has arrived. Kizaki Shin and other judges have come to Hong Kong from all over the world, ready to begin reviewing all the submissions.
Chapter 336 Two Surprises

"Mr. Miyake, welcome to Fragrant Harbour. We really appreciate your presence this time!" The representative from the host immediately greeted Mr. Miyake as soon as he saw him at the airport.

At the age of 50, Mr. Miyake, although his hair is slightly gray, looks very spirited and elegant. He is wearing custom-made clothes designed especially for him, which give him a particularly gentlemanly appearance.

Kizaki Shin usually only wears clothes designed by Issey Miyake in public places because he and Issey Miyake are good friends. Kizaki Shin has a wide circle of friends. When John Lennon was still alive, he had a very good relationship with Lennon and Yoko Ono. Once at a party, Issey Miyake, who was still unknown at the time, was also present.

In a foreign country, a few Japanese people gathered together and started chatting. Ishizaki Arata and Miyake Issei were surprised to find out that their homes were actually not far from each other, almost like neighbors. This made them even happier. As they chatted, they talked about their respective design philosophies, and Ishizaki Arata greatly admired Miyake Issei's design philosophy.

He got to know many people in the European and American design industry at that time, and introduced the designs of Issey Miyake to familiar designers. With the help of Kishin Shinoyama and his own outstanding talent, Issey Miyake gradually made a name for himself in the European and American fashion world.

Translation:

"After receiving a favor, Sanyan dedicated his entire life to designing clothing exclusively for Kishizaki, saying, 'My responsibility is to make Kishizaki the most handsome in any occasion.'"

Shinji Jisaki is a big fan of Issey Miyake's designs. For decades, he has only worn clothes designed by Issey Miyake, and always looks extraordinarily handsome and elegant wherever he goes.

"It's not much trouble at all. The architecture industry these days is rather stagnant. Taking a look at the designs of young people might just lead to coming across some refreshing ideas!" Jizaki Shin responded with a smile. Perhaps that's the main reason why he agreed to be a judge.

"The hotel is ready for you. It's the InterContinental hotel where the Beatles stayed back in the day in Hong Kong." The organizers were also aware of Jizaki Arata's relationship with John Lennon, so they arranged for him to stay here.

"Well, let's go." Junichi Kizaki sighed softly, saddened by the fact that his friend and soul of The Beatles, John Lennon, was shot by a fan in front of the Dakota Building at the end of last year and was no longer in this world.

After arriving at the hotel, Shin Kizaki first paid tribute to his good friend and then inquired, "How many people are participating in the competition this time? How many submissions have been received?"

"Up to the deadline for submission, over 1,700 architects have signed up, and 540 submissions have been received. We are currently in the preliminary review stage," Huang Maokang quickly replied. "You don't need to rush to start working now. The preliminary review will not be completed until the day after tomorrow. Take these two days to rest and enjoy the delicious food in Hong Kong!"

The original number of submissions was five hundred and thirty-nine, and now Linlou has also joined in, so there is one more.

"It's okay, I'm in good spirits, and I won't need to adjust to the time difference from Tokyo to Hong Kong anyway. I'll go over and take a look in the morning!" Kizaki Shin is very dissatisfied with the current situation in the architecture industry and feels that it is too lifeless. Except for a few people, the designs of most architects are hard to impress him.

The other judges participating in this evaluation are also the same. They are stubborn about the current popular architectural styles and regard them as the truth. They all look down on anything that does not match these styles. If they were solely responsible for the initial review, it is feared that the works they like would be directly eliminated.

So it's better to go and have a look earlier, just in case good works are excluded by them; this is actually the true reason why Ishizaki discovered Zaha's work. Otherwise, it wouldn't be so coincidental. As for the claim that Ishizaki found Zaha's designs from the trash can, it's even more unreliable.

And never mind whether the organizer will treat the contestants' works so impolitely, why would Kizaki Shin, a person who loves cleanliness so much, go through the trash for no reason?

Huang Maokang exchanged a few pleasantries and seeing Jizaki's firm attitude, he did not insist any further. "No problem, I'll come pick you up early tomorrow morning," he said before leaving.

"Teacher, it seems like you have high expectations for this competition. I wonder if you will feel as disappointed as before?" His student and assistant, Takumi Mokuzaki, asked while taking Shinki Ishizaki's clothes out of the box and helping to hang them up.

"Ah, there are actually quite a few interesting architects in the world. It's just that they are constrained by the existing trends and can't stand out. With over five hundred submissions, there must be a few interesting proposals, right?" Kizaki Shin is full of expectations.

Unlike other Japanese architects' obsession with technology, Arata Isozaki maintains a distinct distance from technological utopia. Beyond technology, Isozaki values the aesthetic interest in form. He himself is a true avant-garde artist.

The famous Japanese architect and Pritzker Prize winner Fumihiko Maki evaluates those Japanese architects he is familiar with as if they were young baseball players playing in Koshien Stadium.

The magnificent pitcher is Kiyonori Kikuzaki, attracting just as much attention is the shortstop, Noriaki Kurokawa, who stands between second and third base. The catcher who can catch all these balls is Masato Ookou. Nobuhiko Zin is an outfielder who sees everything very clearly, while teacher Takeshi Tange and Shin Ishizaki are watching all of this from behind the net.

Kojiro Shinji has been observing the changes in the architectural world with a critical eye in recent years. He is not in agreement with the dominant design concepts and even feels that the architectural world has reached a dead end and is on the verge of collapse. Unless a savior like Le Corbusier or Gropius appears, the art of architecture will perish.

Takahiro Maoki has gotten used to his style, and after tidying up his clothes, he went back to his room to rest.

The next day when Huang Maokang came to pick them up, Jizaki Shin did not rush to review the draft, but proposed, "I haven't seen the site yet! How can we evaluate the quality of the plan without seeing the site? Let's go to the site first and take a look!"

The reason was so compelling that Huang Maokang couldn't refuse. He made a call to report back, and then they headed up the mountain. Other judges also rushed over upon hearing the news. British architect John Andrews had already known Shinkai Arata and started praising his clothes when they met, and the other judges also introduced themselves one after another.

Several judges eagerly discussed the advantages and disadvantages of this piece of land, exchanging their thoughts on the excellent works they had seen in recent days. However, after listening to their descriptions, Jizaki Shin felt a little disinterested as he found all these designs to be too ordinary.

At the same time, in Zaha Hadid's studio in London, she also welcomed a guest, the architect Libeskind Woods from New York.

At the age of 31 this year, Zaha has already graduated from the Architecture Association. During her studies under the renowned Dutch architect Koolhaas, her fiery temper and equally explosive designs left a deep impression on people.

After graduation, I joined the renowned metropolitan firm OMA, where I worked as a student for two years and as a partner for six months. After that, I established my own studio and began, like other young architects, to actively participate in international competitions, attempting to gain recognition for myself and win major projects.

Her design, with its sharp pointed top and flowing scarf-like long curved lines, although it brings an unprecedented visual impact, it does not fit in with the current popular style. Trying to construct such a building is also very troublesome, with many difficult technical challenges that are hard to overcome, so she has not won any awards.

However, this has caught the attention of some architects who are unwilling to conform to the mainstream styles, and one of them is Libeskind-Woods. Seizing the opportunity to visit Zaha's studio in London, he was quickly captivated by Zaha, who was busy painting, despite the studio not being very large.

Because her brush was too peculiar, she casually tied a wedge-shaped gray foam to the stick, and then used this kind of brush to smear on the paper. The smeared picture also had the style of avant-garde artists, looking like a pile of color blocks and curves, and it was completely impossible to tell what was being painted.

But as an architect, his instincts made him keenly aware of something different. The colored blocks and curves on the paper presented a completely different sense of space and color contrast, making him feel a bit excited. He couldn't help but walk over and greet Zaha, "Are you using these fragmented, abstract drawings to capture your vision of the future?"

"Oh, sorry, I'm Libes-Woods, the American architect who called you before!" Seeing Zaha turn around, Libes remembered that he hadn't introduced himself yet.

"Mr. Woods, I am very happy that someone appreciates my work!" Zaha recalled how Libeskind had criticized the current popular architectural concepts over the phone and praised his work.

Zaha wanted to invite him to sit down and have a cup of tea, but Libes seemed more interested in her artwork. Zaha explained, "I signed up for a architecture design competition in Xiangjiang. The theme they provided is 'mountain top club'. I submitted a set of designs, but many details are still not perfect, so I'm trying to make it up now."

She said with a self-deprecating smile, "Anyway, no one is looking for me to do design work now. I have plenty of time to do these things!"

"Can I take a look at your design? I've seen several of your previous competition entries, and each time they have given me a different feeling. I can sense your style is gradually maturing and improving. This time, it's definitely going to bring me a new surprise!" Libus asked eagerly, not expecting to gain something new from this visit.

Now that the proposal has been mailed out, there is no need to worry about confidentiality issues. So Zaha just took out the proposal for him to appreciate. He asked as he looked at it, "Is this for the competition with Jisaki as the chairman of the jury? His ideas are quite different from other architects, which may be a good thing for you."

"I hope so," Jizaki's new style is well known in the architectural field, so Zaha put in a lot of effort to participate in this competition and is looking forward to it immensely.

Libus is now appreciating the earliest sketches. For Party A, it is clearer to see the rendered images, but for architects, the sketches are the best way to feel the core design concept. "Um... It seems like you used some special drawing techniques, didn't you?"

"Most of the time, in order to depict the complex structures and spatial relationships that I envision in my mind, I would develop a new system of painting corresponding to them," explained Zaha. She was born in Baghdad, studied at a university in Beirut, and then moved to London. Her experiences of living in different cultural backgrounds taught her to integrate and innovate at an early age.

"These soaring lines seem to be used to construct a unique spatial order, re-exploring the relationship between the sky and the earth, the vertical and the horizontal, and the artificial and the natural in a complex and obscure way. Perhaps this is another kind of reality," Libus tried to interpret her sketch.

"Together, breaking the architecture and the bird's-eye view of the fragrant river peak, letting them blend together in a seemingly strange yet natural complex, perhaps Turrell or Corbusier's paintings have boldly depicted imaginary scenes, but in the reverse architecture design, this is the first time I have seen it, perhaps it is the clearest and most powerful expression of new architecture I have ever seen."

"I'm afraid it's just very difficult to be accepted by the judges!" Zaha is very happy to have someone appreciate her work, but there are too few people like that, otherwise she wouldn't have gone several years without success."

Of course, with her ability, she could certainly design according to the current popular style, and maybe it would be easier to succeed. However, in terms of her principles, Zaha will never easily yield.

"If it's Jizaki Shin, I think he would appreciate it," Libus comforted, facing the same dilemma as Zaha. He found popular architecture uninteresting, yet his own work was not being recognized.

"The premise is that he can see my work!" After participating in multiple competitions, Zaha also understands that with so many entries, the chairperson of the judging panel may not view each one individually. Typically, they only look at the results after the selection process, and his own work might be brushed aside in the first round.

Libes was speechless and then continued to look through Zaha's drawings, occasionally asking a few questions, and soon became immersed in Zaha's fantastic designs.

Jizaki Shin returned to the editing site after inspecting the plot of land. Andrews took out a stack of manuscripts and asked, "These are the ones we've screened initially. Would you like to take a look now? The rest are still under review and will be delivered to you later."

"Let's take a look!" Shin Kizaki took the manuscript and sat down, starting to flip through it seriously. At the beginning, his face was full of expectations, hoping to see some impressive works. However, as he continued reading, his smile disappeared and his brow furrowed tighter and tighter.

Ah, it's still the same old stuff, each piece is extremely cliché and lifeless, making people feel bored at first sight, completely unable to get excited!

"Teacher, do you want to take a break first? I can accompany you for a walk outside!" Takumi Shinkai saw Kizaki Arata's helplessness, and after getting his consent, helped him organize the documents before leaving the office.

After taking a stroll around, Jizaki returned and saw the staff using a trolley to take out a large pile of documents. Curiously, he stopped the staff member and asked, "What are these?"

Masuki Takumi, who has studied Chinese, helped him with the translation. The staff hurriedly replied, "Oh, this is the rejected manuscript by the judges. I was about to take it to the storage room next door."

"Oh? Can I take a look?" Kizaki Shinden became interested. All the things recorded were some unoriginal ideas, maybe there's something good to be found in there!

"Teacher, wouldn't this be too rude?" Takumi Masaki whispered. Andrews and the others have already gone through a round of selection. If Shin Kishizaki looks at these drafts again, wouldn't that be a lack of trust in their judgement?

"It's okay, it's not them who invited me to be the chairman of the judging panel! I only need to be responsible to the organizers!" Kizaki Shin doesn't care how these vulgar architects view him! "Let's go, take me over to have a look!"

After speaking, he followed the staff to the storage room and asked them to open the boxes and review the manuscripts. When Huang Maokang rushed over after hearing the news, he didn't stop them either. After all, this competition was going to determine Kizaki Shinichi's fate. So he had to instruct the staff to assist Kizaki Shin.

They opened the boxes one by one, and Shinkai stood there, letting Takumi Mogi show him the most important drawings from each plan. He glanced through most of the plans quickly, after all, there were 540 entries in this competition. If he were to study each one carefully, he wouldn't finish until the end of the judging period.

So we can only use a method similar to the assessment of art academy entrance examination papers for review, anyway, the vast majority are meaningless plans, which can be judged at a glance.

Occasionally, there were one or two slightly distinctive works that would prompt Shinka Ishizaki to find more drawings for Takumi Mogi to see. However, such works were too few, and after looking at them, he put them back. Although they had some highlights, they were still not enough to win Shinka Ishizaki's favor.

"What is he doing? If he does this, then what is the point of our work?" Kizaki's approach has caused dissatisfaction among the other judges.

"Who made him Kizaki Shin? In front of us, he is qualified to do so!" Andrews shrugged and said, "Moreover, the solutions we put forward are indeed too conventional, it's quite normal for this guy who always likes to go his own way to look down on them. We can try to find something different, maybe we can come up with a work that surprises him!"

"Hmm? Maoki, find the other drawings for this proposal! This is quite interesting! Whose work is this?" Shinkai Kizaki suddenly shouted, then walked forward a few steps to examine the details of the proposal.

"Zaha Hadid, from London, graduated from the Architectural Association School of Architecture, where her teacher was Rem Koolhaas," Naoki Maogi hurriedly found the contestant's information.

"This plan is the biggest surprise I've encountered in recent years! I feel like this plan is so cutting-edge that it seems to come from another planet!" Shinkai exclaimed with excitement.

"Mr. Jizaki, I have found a design that will absolutely surprise you!" At the same time, Andrews' voice came from outside the door.
Chapter 337: Binary Choice

"I also have a surprise to tell you! Why did you guys select this piece in the first place!" Shinkai Shin showed Zaha Hadid's design drawings to Andrews.

"Um, we feel that the details of this piece are not thorough enough. We can only see the styling, but we cannot confirm if it can be implemented, so it has been eliminated!" Andrews was a little nervous.

"This is just an architectural design competition, not a formal collaboration. Having these is already enough!" Shin Kizaki was very dissatisfied. The so-called architectural competition is very different from formal collaboration. When collaborating formally, cost and feasibility have to be considered. However, for architectural competitions, it only needs to be seen if the participants' designs have highlights.

As for the question of feasibility, once the contestant wins the championship, the first party will naturally negotiate with them. This is only the initial review stage, similar to the list of candidates for the Nobel Prize in Literature. Whether you can make it to the shortlist depends on whether your work has highlights, while whether you can win the prize depends on whether your work has fatal defects.

Zaha's design has enough highlights, and the flaws are acceptable, so Kizaki believes that she is definitely qualified for the next round. As for whether she can win the award, that remains to be seen. Andrews and the others eliminated Zaha's design in the first round, which really shouldn't have happened.

"And do you think that the organizers of a design competition offering a prize as high as $100,000 are looking for unremarkable entries?" Shinki Jisaki retorted.

"No, I don't think so!" Faced with Jizaki Shin's questioning, Andrews had nothing to say. Well, what can he do? After all, Jizaki Shin's influence in the architectural world is so huge. Unless he has solid reasons, like how Lin Lou used tile experiments to convince Ieoh Ming Pei back then, otherwise, it's hard for him to refuse Jizaki Shin's opinion.

"I think the organizers must want to have a unique architectural work, given that they have spent so much money and invited influential architects like you to be on the judging panel!" Andrews could only respond in this way, "But being different can also be achievable! What you are holding now..."

"Oh, you just mentioned that this work lacks details. Can you determine that this work cannot be realized without details?" Kishizaki retorted immediately.

Nowadays, it is common for young architects to continually participate in international architectural competitions in hopes of gaining recognition. With numerous competitions in the architectural field, it is unrealistic to expect them to fully present every detail every time they participate. Therefore, in Kizaki's view, the elimination of Zaha's design by Andrews is completely due to entrenched thinking.

"Uh, we can't make a judgment!" Yeah, who can determine that this building cannot be realized just by looking at the general plan and renderings? Unless the rendering is too exaggerated and violates the objective laws. However, Zaha's works undoubtedly break the conventional thinking in the architectural industry, but scientifically speaking, it is not impossible to achieve. So Andrews can only admit defeat."

"So, let's count this piece in the shortlist!" the chairman of the jury said. What else could Andrews say? He had no choice but to accept.

"In my opinion, this piece is much better than the ones I've seen just now. I believe it deserves to be the first place in this competition - unless you have found a better piece!" Kizaki Shin's purpose was not only to let Zaha's work enter the next round.

The current architectural world is too lifeless. It's finally refreshing to see a work that can subvert tradition. Jizaki Shin rightfully believes that using Zaha's work will shake up the dead silence in the architectural world.

"But... But you haven't seen the other works yet. It seems a bit inappropriate to decide on the first place now, at least in my opinion. There's no way the piece in my hand is inferior to the one in your hand!" Andrews was speechless. The initial review has only just begun, and you're already deciding on the first place. Is this really okay?"

"Huh? What else can the other works deliver? The current architectural world is either following the footsteps of modernism, or slightly adding some postmodern elements. What else can be fresh? After seeing half of them, I can already imagine what the remaining works will be like!" Shinkai Jizaki was somewhat dismissive, he was really fed up with the current state of the architecture world.

"But this work is absolutely different! Since I first saw it, I felt that it doesn't belong to the 80s, it should be a product of the next century!" Andrews is confident in the work in his hands.

"I have already seen the piece in your hand, but you have not seen the one in mine. I think you should take a look at it first before making a conclusion!" With that, Andrews handed the piece to Arisaki Shin.

"Ah? Whose work is it? Graduated from which school? Who was the teacher? Any noteworthy previous works?" Shinki Jisaki asked in succession. Just like in other art categories, students from different schools are also different. They will definitely be influenced by their teachers. Knowing this information can give a rough judgment of this work.

"The architecture department of Tsinghua University in mainland China, um, the mentor of the architecture department of Tsinghua University should be Mr. Wu Liangyong, but he has been dedicated to urban planning and other research areas in recent years, and temporarily has no architectural works! However, this designer has a quite different style from Mr. Wu, he is very focused on the application of new technologies in the field of architecture!" What Andrew handed to Arishima Shin was the work designed by Lin Lou. After seeing the signature, he specifically collected information about Lin Lou.

"Mr. Pei's Xiangshan Hotel also has his contribution. I saw his name on the list of designers for the project! This project is now a hot topic in the architectural world, as Andrews has also seen in the journal. In addition, he seems to be trying to use computer software to assist in the design, and the world's first building project completed entirely using computers was also completed by him."

"Using high technology does not always bring us surprises! However, the design of the Xiangshan Hotel is indeed impressive," Sasaki Shin, born in Japan, influenced deeply by Eastern traditional architecture, can feel the charm of the Xiangshan Hotel more than others. So, when he heard that Linlou had this experience, although he was still unwilling to admit defeat, his tone clearly softened.

"Is this work similar to the design of the Xiangshan Hotel? Exploring local culture and integrating it with modern architectural concepts is indeed a good approach, but compared to the futuristic sense presented in this work in my hands..." As Kizaki Shin said, he opened the drawing, but couldn't go on when he saw the design of the Lin building.

"This is... "This work is completely different from the traditional yet modern style of the Fragrant Hill Hotel. It completely overturns the current popular architectural concepts, like Zaha's work, it looks like it's from the next century."

"Haha, I've only seen this kind of design in science fiction movies before, but from the details, this kind of architecture is entirely feasible!" Andrews saw the surprised expression on Ishizaki's face and finally smiled, "Although we, the judges, still have quite a gap compared to you, we are not clueless. We can still recognize outstanding works."

"Did you just say that this work comes from mainland China? Are you sure this information is true?" Kishizaki Shin was a bit confused. If you had said this work came from someone like Frank Gehry or Zaha Hadid, architects who take an unconventional approach, he might believe it to some extent. But from a mainland Chinese architect? How could that be possible?

This ancient country has just opened its doors to the world, and their architects haven't even completed their studies in modernism and postmodernism. How could they possibly design such futuristic works?

"Very true! It's clearly stated in the contestant's information that he is a sophomore in the architecture department of Tsinghua University, and most of his collaborative partners also come from Tsinghua University's architecture department! In fact, I was also surprised when I saw the signature! But when I remembered that he had worked with Mr. Leonberg before, it didn't seem strange anymore!" Andrews shrugged.

The correct name for Pei's should be LEON-PEI, so western architects are more accustomed to calling him Leongbei. "You can say Mr. Pei's designs are too commercial and too accommodating to the preferences of the first party, but you must believe in Mr. Pei's vision. The young architects valued by him are by no means simple figures!"

"Glass and steel, this is indeed Mr. Pei's expertise! However, Mr. Pei prefers to use straight lines and triangular structures, but this work is actually composed of curved lines and spherical forms!" Even the proud Kishizaki Shin had to admit the strength demonstrated by Ieoh Ming Pei in projects such as the East Building of the National Gallery of Art, the John F. Kennedy Library, and the Fragrant Hills Hotel.

However, from Lin Lou's works, it can be seen that he does not completely follow the style of I.M. Pei. Although using glass and steel as the main materials like Pei, his usage is more avant-garde and bold.

"All the forest trails used to be under the shade of trees. No one ever thought of elevating the trails to the treetops. But after seeing this rendering, I can't help but want to walk on such a trail sooner!" The design of the suspended walkway by Linlou completely subverts the traditional thinking in the architectural field, leaving Jizaki Shin feeling pleasantly surprised.

"I prefer the tea house on the top floor of the main building, where you can overlook the bustling Victoria Harbor below and the sparkling night sky above. This kind of design is truly captivating! The design of the panoramic glass room is still very rare nowadays. The design of the swimming pool is also great."

"He did not design a border on the outer edge, allowing the pool to blend in with the scenery. At the same time, a special hydraulic propulsion device forms a directional water flow, allowing swimmers to swim against the current in the pool, as if the entire pool has no boundaries. No matter how you swim, you can never reach the end!" The design of the infinity pool is now commonplace in later generations, and many hotels and resorts with scenic resources have such designs. However, in the 1980s, it was still a very novel concept.

"The design of the main building is also very innovative. Since Mies van der Rohe's Seagram Building, the use of glass and steel structure facades has been very common. However, most of these buildings are composed of straight line flat structures. Buildings with curved spherical structures are rare. Even if there are occasional ones, they are mostly just a decoration of the facade. A building completely composed of curves... not even your Gunma County Observatory has achieved that," Andrews continued.

"What else can be chosen for the roof of the observatory besides a dome?" Shinkai shook his head, not taking Andrews' compliment to heart. While the Gunma County Observatory did indeed have a nice design, in terms of breakthroughs, it still couldn't compare to the one in front of him.

If I hadn't seen Zaha's work, Shinkai Arata would definitely choose Hayashi's design as the champion of this competition. But now, with two equally outstanding and equally subversive works in front of him, Shinkai Arata started to feel a headache. Which one should he choose as the better one?

Both of these works have their own advantages. Zaha's design is sharp and the entire building condenses luxury and a "high-rise" lifestyle, providing a compact functional layout. All the strip-like functional blocks are combined together, reaching out to the mountains, creating a modern geographical landscape.

The design of the Lin Lou perfectly integrates with the surrounding natural environment. The forest, starry sky, and the bustling night view of Victoria Harbour all serve as embellishments to the building. No matter which room you are in, you can have close contact with nature.

Kisaki Shin can't bear to give up either of these two works. "Ah, if only I could encounter these two works in two architectural design competitions!" Kisaki Shin sighed.

"I'm very sorry, but there can only be one winner in this competition!" Andrews still prefers to let Linlou's work win, so he can have an easier time.

If Zaha had become the first, everyone would surely say, "Oh, I remember this. It was when foolish Andrews eliminated Zaha's work, or when Jizaki found Zaha's design from the trash can, saving this classic design from being eliminated by those vulgar architects."

If I keep telling this joke, how can I continue to work in the architecture industry in the future? I'll definitely become a laughingstock, right? Once people hear my name, they'll surely say, "Oh, I know that guy, he's the idiot who eliminated Zaha's work!"

"That's really a pity!" Shinkai Arai smiled, and it seems that agreeing to serve as the chairman of the jury for this competition was indeed a wise decision. Otherwise, how could he have seen such a groundbreaking design?

"Alright, let's add this piece to the final selection list and then we'll see if there are any better works!" Shinkai passed Zaha's work to Andrews, "Luckily, it's not time for the final review yet, so I don't have to make a decision so quickly!"

"Some of the works are quite good, but compared to Mr. Linlou and Ms. Hadide's designs, those works are too commonplace! Unless there are any surprises, the final champion will be born from these two works!" Andrews has sifted through two to three hundred submissions and has gained a clear understanding of the quality of this competition.

In his opinion, it was already unexpected to see a work like the Lin Tower in an architectural design competition. It's not very realistic to have a work that surpasses his own. As for Zaha's work, if it weren't for Jizaki Shin coming to rummage through the storage room out of boredom, it would have been long forgotten there.

"This is definitely going to be a difficult decision!" Kizaki looked at these two works, and for a while, it was difficult to make a decision. Zaha's design seemed to come from another planet, but the design by Linlou also did not belong to this era. Which one should be the first place? He couldn't say for sure.

"In terms of the completeness of the artwork, Mr. Lin's design is more meticulous. The piece you recommended, in a certain sense, does lack some necessary detailed explanations. The organizers held this competition to find a suitable architectural plan for their club. Recommending an unattainable plan to them is certainly not appropriate," reiterated Andrews.

"When everyone is swarming to seek design inspiration from the distant past, it is fortunate that Ms. Zaha and Mr. Lin can focus on the future and translate it into a contemporary design work that is both original and creative, injecting a shot of adrenaline into the stagnant architecture industry!"

"Facing such a work, if we are still hung up on the details, it's really unreasonable! Moreover, I believe that once Zaha wins the championship, she will definitely make up for all the missing details!" Perhaps because Zaha's work was picked out of the garbage dump by herself, Jisaki seems to be more inclined to let her win first place."

"You may have a point, but when faced with two equally outstanding works, naturally the one with better preparation should win the award!" Considering his future reputation, Andrews obviously prefers Linlou to win the award.

However, his position in the architectural field is quite different from Jizaki Shin, so when he saw Jizaki Shin wanted to refute, Andrews quickly added, "Of course, it may not be appropriate to start discussing the final winner before all the works are selected. Let's wait until we have seen all the other works!"

The argument was completely unassailable. Kizaki Shinnosuke could only bring out Zaha's work and continue to return to the editorial office, constantly reviewing the works submitted by other judges.

After the initial review, out of the 540 entries, only a few dozen made it to the next round. Among them, the most promising is Linlou's work, while Jisaki Shin continues to support Zaha's design.

This has put the judges in a stalemate. Andrews wants Linlou to win the championship, while Kikizaki Shinnosuke feels that Linlou's work indeed deserves to win, but due to some kind of personal attachment, he wants Zaha to win the championship instead.

"Gentlemen, the initial review results should be out by now, right?" Huang Maokang asked as he entered.

Woke up and was called by relatives to drink, drank a bit too much.
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"The reporters are already waiting outside. It would be best if you gentlemen could help us select a few works with a good chance of winning to showcase to them." The organizers are holding such an event not just to obtain the design proposals for the club, but also to take the opportunity to promote and publicize their company.

In this way, if we wait until the final ranking is announced to start promoting, it will be a bit too late; in fact, the promotion work started from the beginning of the competition preparation, and these days the newspapers have also been reporting on the sensation caused by this competition in the international architecture community, as well as disseminating the positions of judges such as Jisaki Shin in the international architecture community to the readers.

And the end of the initial review is also a major promotional milestone. The organizers hope to select several outstanding proposals to spark discussion among the people of Hong Kong, so as soon as the initial review is over, Huang Maokang rushed over.

"From the current situation, the ultimate winner may emerge from these two works," Jizaki Arata showed the selection results to Huang Maokang.

"A work by the British female architect Zaha Hadid, who graduated from the Architectural Association School of Architecture in the United Kingdom and previously worked at the Metropolitan Architecture Firm."

"The architects in the UK are indeed impressive." Huang Maokang looked at Zaha's design and felt a bit bewildered, completely unable to understand! However, due to the tradition of the people of Hong Kong, they have great respect for everything from the UK, especially from London. Therefore, Huang Maokang instinctively felt that the inability to understand must be due to my lack of skill, rather than the design being not good.

"The other one is the work of Linlou, a student from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University!" Jisaki Xin then showed the design drawing of Linlou to Huang Maokang and flipped through it. "If we let the reporters take photos, this one is better, it can better showcase the overall appearance of the building."

"Architect from the mainland?" Upon hearing Lin Lou's background, Huang Maokang instinctively felt doubtful. How high could the level of mainland architects be? The participants in this competition include architects from the UK, US, Japan, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Germany… There are so many architects from developed countries. Why did you ultimately choose the work of a mainland architect?

The treatment of Zaha is just the opposite. This is also the inherent thinking of the people of Hong Kong today. They naturally think that everything in the mainland is backward now. Not to mention comparing with architects from Europe and America, even the local architects in Hong Kong are better than them, right?

"He's not just an ordinary architect! Mr. Linlou, as a chief assistant, once assisted Mr. Pei in designing the Fragrant Hill Hotel. His name is listed as one of the designers of the hotel, and he also designed the first project in the world to complete all drawings entirely using computer software!" Andrew reminded.

"Mr. Pei's assistant?" With this identity revealed, Huang Maokang's feeling instantly changed. The matter of Mr. Pei's Bank of China Tower has recently become a hot topic in Hong Kong, and the fact that his assistant can participate in this competition is truly an honor for Huang Maokang. Although Zaha graduated from a prestigious university in the UK, she should still be no match for Mr. Pei's assistant, right?

"I must take a closer look!" At this moment, Huang Maokang finally began to appreciate Lin Lou's work. As he looked, he suddenly widened his mouth in astonishment. "This is... this is..."

"The main structure of the building is made of fiberglass, and it is combined with a suspended treetop walkway. These two designs are rare in the world, and can be said to have created a new architectural form!" Andrews explained for him.

"I have never seen such a building before!" Huang Maokang also widened his horizons, feeling secretly delighted. If such a building were to be published in the newspaper, regardless of whether he could win the first prize, it would definitely cause a sensation in terms of publicity. This is a good thing.

"Then I'll arrange for the reporters to come over and take photos. The reporters will arrive later, and I would like the gentlemen judges to give a brief explanation of these works. This is necessary. There are no professional architectural reporters in Hong Kong. Without explanations, they won't understand. Also, it's best to select a few more works to display together. Two pieces seem a bit too few."

"No problem, just add these few pieces as well! Although they are far from the level of these two works, they still have some new ideas to a certain extent," Shinkai Jisaki excitedly brought over a few more pieces.

Shortly after, the reporters hurried over and asked repeatedly, "Mr. Jizaki, may I ask what you have gained from your trip to Fragrant River? How do you evaluate the architecture of Fragrant River?"

"Judges, are there any architects from Hong Kong who have made it to the second round? What do you think are the main differences between architects from Hong Kong and international top architects?"

"Hong Kong is a city that is developing rapidly. Recently, they have invited top architects like Mr. I. M. Pei to do designs. I think there will definitely be many world-renowned landmark buildings in the future of Hong Kong!" Kizaki said politely. "On the shortlist, there is also a work by a young architect from Hong Kong. Here it is!"

Click, click, the journalists quickly press the shutter to capture this work. Just like in most places around the world, in the local competitions, locals naturally hope that local athletes can win.

"Judges, do you think this piece has a good chance of winning?" they asked eagerly after the filming. "If a Hong Kong contestant were to win in a competition with over 1,700 participants, it would definitely be major news."

"I'm sorry, although the final review has not yet been conducted, the jury unanimously believe that Mr. Guo's design, while having its highlights, still falls short in comparison to these two pieces. The ultimate first place is expected to be a competition between Ms. Zaha Hadid from London and Mr. Linlou from Tsinghua University."

"Here, these are the two works! These two architects have both subverted the conventional concepts of the architecture industry in different ways, injecting new vitality into the stagnant world of architecture! Not only in this competition, but even if they were to participate in any architectural competition worldwide, they would have the potential to win the championship!"

"However, it is regrettable that there is only one champion for this competition. The judging panel is now struggling to decide who among them should be awarded the first place." Jisaki Arata pointed to the two pieces as he spoke.

Then Andrews stepped forward to help introduce the background of these two architects and their design concepts; like Huang Maokang, at first those Hong Kong journalists did not value Lin Lou's identity, but after hearing that he had served as an assistant to I. M. Pei, their attitude immediately changed.

They were a bit confused by the professional comments, so they took out pen and paper and prepared to take notes to seek help from some architects for analysis when they returned, in order to write an article for the readers in Hong Kong.

After taking the photos, the journalists quickly rushed back to the newspaper office to prepare the articles. The next day, these photos appeared in the major newspapers and media in Hong Kong, with the designs of Zaha and Lin's buildings placed in the most prominent positions.

"Wow, this building is really strange, isn't it?" This is the perspective of an ordinary person.

"Is this the difference between us and the championship contender? This design is truly stunning!" This is the opinion of the architect from Hong Kong who also signed up for the competition.

"The unique design is quite different from the typical architecture of the Fragrant Harbor. One has a sense of avant-garde, while the other has a taste of futurism," commented the artists of Fragrant Harbor.

These photos and articles have caused quite a stir in Hong Kong, and the feedback from all aspects has pleasantly surprised Huang Maokang. The publicity effect this time is even better than expected.

He quickly brought the materials to report to the boss, "Boss, the effect of this event is very good. Now almost the entire Hong Kong is discussing your mountain top club, and many wealthy people are specifically calling to inquire, wanting to know which plan you are going to choose to start construction."

"Haha, of course, we will listen to the opinions of the judges. Since we have put in so much effort to invite Mr. Jizaki Shin and Mr. Andrews and other judges, we will mainly consider their opinions! I personally think that all the shortlisted works are good and innovative enough. No matter which design is chosen for construction, the completion will surely surprise the entire Victoria Harbour!" The boss laughed heartily.

He is a new generation tycoon in Hong Kong, much more open-minded than the older generation, and full of enthusiasm for new things, otherwise he would not have chosen to adopt this method to select the architectural plan.

"By the way, what do the judges think? What is the likelihood of that work winning? The boss actually has his own preferences, but it's just not convenient for him to say at the moment. So I just want to know if Kizaki Shin and the others are thinking the same as me."

"Mr. Jizaki and Mr. Andrews are more optimistic about these two works!" Huang Maokang pointed to the photos of Linlou and Zaha's works in the newspaper and said, "But they haven't come to a final decision on which work to choose."

Mr. Andrews believes that Ms. Zaha Hadid's design lacks many necessary details and is not enough to be the final champion; but Mr. Jizaki Shinsuke thinks that these minor flaws are nothing compared to the revolutionary nature of the design! However, he also has high expectations for Mr. Linlou's design.

"The designs of these two items are indeed quite good!" The boss nodded slightly. "By the way, are there any other interesting feedbacks?"

"Well, yes, several Feng Shui masters in Hong Kong have discussed their views on these works! When talking about architecture in Hong Kong, how can we neglect the Feng Shui masters? When Huang Maokang acquired this piece of land, he accompanied the Feng Shui master to see it, so he knows that the boss would prefer to hear news from that aspect."

"Oh? Have those masters spoken? What did they say?" The boss became interested. Although he is enthusiastic about new things, he still respects the traditions of Hong Kong.

Moreover, this club is intended to accommodate the wealthy elite from across Hong Kong. If the Feng Shui is not good, those traditional tycoons would definitely not want to come. In that case, what would be the point of constructing this club?

"Master Mao Xiaofang, Master Ma Xiaoling, and Master Caolu Jushi have all spoken, and their opinions are generally consistent!" Huang Maokang placed several newspapers in front of the boss. "They believe that Ms. Hadid's design has too many sharp angles and carries a heavy ominous energy, which not only disrupts the surrounding feng shui, but may also have adverse effects on the homeowner and visitors."

For feng shui masters, sharp angles in the building design are highly unfavorable. The Bank of China Tower designed by I.M. Pei was heavily criticized for this reason. Ultimately, a feng shui master was specifically hired to make arrangements to eliminate the negative impact.

Of course, there's no perfect house in the world, but there are ways to change the Feng Shui. This is also the skill of a Feng Shui master. For example, hanging a bagua mirror here can resolve the ominous energy, and placing a wealth-attracting basin there can bring prosperity. So they also discussed some methods to resolve the Feng Shui deficiencies in this plan.

If the boss takes a fancy to them and asks them to improve the feng shui of the mountain peak club, it would be a big business deal. In fact, this is their main intention for voicing their opinions. After all, people are just out to make money. Who would want to do something that doesn't make money?

"Several masters praised Mr. Lin's plan endlessly, saying that the site is located on Lion Mountain, and the architectural design resembles the auspicious pearl necklace under the neck of the green-haired lion under the seat of Manjusri Bodhisattva, symbolizing extraordinary auspiciousness and good fortune. The elevated walkways in the woods are like the ropes connecting the pearls, while the rest areas, observation decks, outdoor cafés, and other buildings are like other jewels on the necklace."

"The entire building complements the Feng Shui of Lion Rock, gathering the essence of Feng Shui of the entire fragrant harbor. It will bring great prosperity and luck to the owner, just a little Feng Shui arrangement after completion can help enhance the owner's luck!"

"Oh? Now that you mention it, it really does look like a precious bead on a lion's neck! Lion Mountain is the main feng shui vein of Fragrant Harbour, and precious beads have the effect of gathering energy. Could Mr. Lin have studied feng shui specifically? Isn't the mainland very superstitious about these things?" The boss was very pleased.

"Um, well... although the mainland has been chaotic for a while, it still has a rich cultural heritage. It's not impossible for there to be masters secretly teaching disciples. People from Hong Kong are always torn this way – they think everything related to technology is best from the West, but when it comes to traditional culture, they believe the mainland has hidden talents."

"Ah, there is indeed such a possibility! I also think that this piece of work is designed well! It's both innovative and auspicious, I wonder if it has a good chance of winning in the end?" The boss looked at the comments of several feng shui masters in the newspaper and felt more and more convinced that Linlou's design was good.

"Um, some judges have not made a final decision yet," Huang Maokang understood. The boss had already decided to adopt Lin Lou's plan, but because he had previously said that the decision was in the hands of a few professional judges, if Jizaki Shin and the others ultimately chose Zaha's plan, it would be awkward. So he still had to go and work on the judges.

"However, they also have high regard for Mr. Lin's design, so I think Mr. Lin has a very good chance of winning! I'll go and ask them again to see if the results are out yet!" After saying this, Huang Maokang left.

Arriving at the evaluation office, I saw several judges still arguing. Andrews and others supported Linlou's plan, while Jizaki thought Linlou's plan was good, but Zaha's was also good. More importantly, Linlou had already served as an assistant to Bei Yuming and gained a lot of prestige in the architecture world.

And Zaha still remains unknown. If giving the championship to Linlou is icing on the cake, it would be a boon for Zaha. It can help her make a name for herself in the architectural world as soon as possible. For this reason, Jizaki Shin supports Zaha more.

I hope that after winning this award, more people will choose Zaha to do the design, so that he can see more works that impress him.

Huang Maokang naturally did not directly participate in the discussion in this area, but he also had a way. In the jury, there is also a senior architect from Hong Kong, Guo Zhengyuan, who was planted by the organizer. Although his qualifications and reputation are far inferior to Jizaki Shin and Andrews, he also has the right to speak.

During the break, I chatted with Guo Zhengyuan for a few moments. When the break ended and we resumed our discussion, Guo Zhengyuan raised his hand to speak, saying, "Gentlemen, I think in architectural design, we must consider the local cultural background, and in this regard, Mr. Lin's proposal is obviously better!"

"Oh? What do you mean?" The other judges were a bit confused. Both of these works look purely modern in style, so how are they related to the culture of Hong Kong?

"In Hong Kong, when building houses, everyone takes into account a very important factor, which is feng shui!" Guo Zhengyuan brought out the evaluations of several feng shui masters and translated them for the judges, ".… From the perspective of feng shui, Ms. Hardid's design is much worse than Mr. Linlou's design."

The judges looked at each other, wondering what was going on. Jizaki Shin retorted, "You did not mention this in the competition instructions, and you cannot expect architects outside of Hong Kong to understand feng shui, so this reason is not valid!"

"Yes," Guo Zhengyuan didn't disagree with his statement. "If everyone's designs didn't consider this issue, then of course it can't be used as a basis for evaluation."

"But Mr. Lin's design clearly takes this into account, which proves that Mr. Lin has conducted in-depth research on the cultural background of Xiangjiang. Therefore, shouldn't we give Mr. Lin extra credit for this reason? Architects who are better prepared should be rewarded."

Guo Zhengyuan's meaning is also very clear. Feng shui is not a deduction item. Others should not be deducted for not doing it, but it is definitely a bonus item. If someone achieves it, they should be given extra credit, just like the extra credit questions in a math exam.

"Any building is not isolated. Designers should consider the integration with the surrounding environment and local cultural background. I think Mr. Guo's reasons are very sufficient, and Mr. Lin's design should indeed be given extra credit!" Andrews doesn't understand feng shui, but he prefers Mr. Lin's design and immediately expressed his support.

"We can make judgments from a professional perspective, but we should also consider the preferences of the property owners. If we end up choosing a building that the owners don't like, what's the point? " Some people are already tired of the endless arguments and want to end this selection process soon.

"So, let's vote by raising our hands! Of course, Mr. Jizaki, you still have the final decision-making power! Please raise your hand if you support Mr. Linlou taking the first place." After some more arguing, Andrews suggested.
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"I also support Mr. Linlou's proposal!" Guo Zhengyuan raised his hand immediately, followed by several other judges, slowly reaching a majority.

Some even went so far as to say, "If you choose Zaha Hadid's proposal, then I will withdraw from the judging panel!" Zaha's design style is still too avant-garde for many conservative architects to fully accept.

However, despite having the support of so many judges, it is still not enough to make Lin Lou the champion. This is because Jizaki Xin has not made a statement yet. In this competition, it is not just about who has the most support from the judges; the chairman of the judging panel has the final decision. If Jizaki Xin strongly opposes it, Lin Lou still cannot win the prize.

After the other judges' votes were cast, Andrews looked at Ishizaki, "So, Mr. Ishizaki, what is your opinion? Who do you want to award the championship to?"

“I hope Ms. Hadid can win this championship more. Young architects like her really need encouragement!” In terms of their works, Linlou’s design and Zaha’s design are equally impressive in Ji Zhangxin's opinion, but considering the current situation of these two young architects, he feels more sympathetic towards Zaha.

"So, are you going to exercise your authority and give the championship to Ms. Zaha Hadid? Although you do have the power to do so, I will withdraw from the judging panel in protest!" the protester reiterated just now.

Generally speaking, although the chairman of the judging panel does have the authority, if all the other judges are unanimously opposed, it would be difficult for him to continue to insist, as this would make the other judges feel angry.

If there is no work from Linlou in this competition, Jizaki Shin will definitely not hesitate to exercise this authority, even if someone withdraws from the judging panel, he will not succumb, because in his opinion, the gap between other works and Zaha's works is too great, but Linlou's appearance has made him undecided.

Zaha's works are outstanding, and Linlou's designs are also stunning, not inferior to Zaha's at all. It's not appropriate to quarrel over personal preferences.

After careful consideration, Jizaki Shin still said, "Although I support Ms. Hadid, I also think Mr. Linlou's design is excellent. So I will not use my authority to determine the ranking according to the voting results!"

"In that case, the final champion is Mr. Lin!" Andrews has just finished counting, even if Jizaki votes twice, Zaha's votes still did not exceed Mr. Lin's."

"I feel a little regretful, but let it be! I will sign off on the selection results!" Shinkai Kizaki accepted the decision. "Later, I will write an article recommending these two works!"

Since there's no way to help Zaha win a championship, let's use our own influence in the architectural community to help her out! And Lin's building design is also quite good, hoping that these two young people can inject some vitality into the stagnant architectural world!

"This is indeed a rare newcomer's work that has caught people's attention in recent years. I will also write an article to recommend it!" Andrews breathed a sigh of relief. Since it wouldn't affect the final outcome, it didn't matter what Kishizaki Shin did!

They quickly completed the selection procedures, signed their names on the results, and Linlou won first place, receiving a prize of one hundred thousand US dollars. Zaha did not win the championship, but secured second place, albeit with a much smaller prize compared to Linlou.

Handing the result to Huang Maokang, he saw the name of Lin Lou and immediately smiled. It was indeed the boss's favorite piece of work. Now there is no need to worry.

"Thank you, gentlemen. We will contact the winners as soon as possible and invite them to come to Hong Kong to receive the prize. In the next few days, you can take a rest and enjoy the beautiful scenery of Hong Kong, and taste the delicious food here!"

After returning, I reported to the boss, who was very happy. He said, "Good job, good job. We must make sure that the awards ceremony is held in a grand and impressive manner. We should invite more journalists and celebrities to attend... Oh, and if the award winners are willing to come to Hong Kong to receive the award, help them make advance arrangements for their flights and hotels!"

The boss is a little worried that Lin may not be able to afford the cost of the plane tickets and hotel, but what he doesn't know is that once Outech Company goes public, Lin's assets will definitely exceed his.

"I'll go notify and make arrangements right away!" Huang Maokang immediately went downstairs to start making phone calls.

"Ding ling ling!" The phone rang in Zaha's studio. An assistant answered and said a few words, then immediately reported to Zaha, "It's from Hong Kong. The competition results should be out!"

"Ms. Hadid, congratulations! If the organizers are calling at this time, it must be good news!" Libeskind-Woods immediately congratulated her. He had been staying at Zaha's studio for the past few days, discussing architectural concepts with her. "Others may overlook your work, but Mr. Kisho Kurokawa definitely won't!"

"Hopefully!" Zaha's heart began to race. She was not yet the female overlord who would dominate the architectural world in the future. She was just a relatively unknown newcomer in the field of architecture. Every victory in any competition was crucial to her, especially considering the enormous influence of this particular competition. Winning an award and bringing her work to life would be fantastic.

"Hello, Ms. Hadid, I am Wong Maokang, a representative of the organizers of the Victoria Peak Club architectural design competition. I solemnly inform you that your design has been shortlisted for the final selection of this competition. After intense discussions by the judges, you have been awarded the second prize in this competition and a cash prize of fifty thousand dollars..."

"Wait, second place? Whose work got first place? Whom did Mr. Jizaki Shinxin support?" Hearing this, Zaha felt somewhat puzzled. In her view, her work would either be eliminated in the preliminary review or would secure first place. There was no room for a third possibility. So, how come there is now a second place?

"Although the information you asked for is currently confidential, considering the upcoming awards ceremony, I can give you a bit of information. The first prize winner of this competition is Mr. Lin Lou from the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University in China. And Jizaki Xin has been entangled with his work for a long time."

"Eventually, he supported you, but did not exercise his power as the chairman of the judging panel. Mr. Linlou received more votes and won the championship of this competition! The award ceremony will be held on Saturday. If you are able to attend in person, we will help to book your flight and cover the hotel expenses," Huang Maokang explained before extending the invitation.

"I will attend on time! Can I arrive early? If possible, please help me book the fastest flight!" Zaha answered without hesitation, she would rather see the design that defeated her than receive the award!

After the agreement was made, Zaha hung up the phone. Libus asked with concern, "What's going on? Did someone else get the final championship?"

"Yes, I got second place, and the first place unexpectedly went to an architect from China." Zaha was quite surprised. If she had lost to a designer from the United States, Britain, or Japan, she wouldn't have been so surprised, as these countries have also produced a number of outstanding young architects in recent years. But China, she had never had any dealings with Chinese architects before.

"Chinese architect?" Libus also found it strange. After detailed inquiry, he furrowed his brow in thought, "Lin Lou? This name sounds familiar, where have I heard it before?"

"Right, I remember him now. I heard his speech at the conference of the American Institute of Architects in the United States!" Libus-Woods from New York recalled that Lin Lou was also present when he lectured on the use of CAD at the American Institute of Architects in New York.

"Oh? What kind of architect is this? What kind of previous works has he done? Where can I find his design information?" Zaha asked curiously.

"He is very young, probably not even twenty years old this year, still studying at university, but he is very talented in architecture. He gained Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei's recognition at a very early age and played an important role in the design of the Xiangshan Hotel. In addition, he pays great attention to the application of high technology in the field of architecture. The world's first project completely designed by a computer was completed by him," Libes recalled the information he heard at the conference.

"His work can be seen in these magazines, mainly from last year's issues. You should have them here, right?" Libes mentioned several magazine names. Luckily, Zaha also paid close attention to the dynamics of the architectural industry and subscribed to these magazines, so she quickly found the corresponding issues on the bookshelf.

"Although it's not quite in line with my design philosophy, the Xiangshan Hotel is indeed an excellent architectural work!" The first thing she noticed was naturally the design of the Xiangshan Hotel. In fact, she had seen this work before, but she hadn't expected to encounter one of the designers in this competition.

"Unfortunately, we are unable to confirm at the moment whether those designs were done by him! As for this teaching building, although there are some new ideas in the classroom design, overall it is still a bit mediocre, and his technical level is not apparent! As for the design of the Hukou Middle School teaching building, it's a bit conventional."

Although Kishi Shin did not support the design of Hayama Rinro, he did not oppose him to become the champion. If it were just that design, it would definitely not have achieved this. Therefore, Zaha became even more curious about Rinro's design.

"Sorry, Mr. Woods, I'm afraid I can't continue chatting with you. I'm heading to Hong Kong tomorrow to meet this young Eastern architect!"

"It's okay, I'm also very interested in seeing his designs. If you don't mind, could you tell me which flight you booked? Let's go to Hong Kong together!" Libus Woods was also very curious.

So he quickly called the airline and booked a flight on the same flight as Zaha. The next morning, he flew to Hong Kong.

In the campus of Tsinghua University, Liu Di felt that this period of time was quite good, because unlike previous semesters, there hadn't been any major news coming out of the Lin Building. It has been a long time since there has been any commotion from the Lin Building.

He not only thought of many allusions such as "Shang Zhong Yong" and "Jiang Lang Cai Jin," perhaps his talent has run out? Can't produce any new works, right? Haha, the race of life is not a 100-meter sprint, but a marathon. Leading in the initial stage is not of much significance, I just need to take steady steps, and sooner or later I will catch up with you.

"Didn't Linlou participate in the international architectural competition in Hong Kong? It's been a long time since they submitted the design, why haven't they heard back yet? Could it be that they got eliminated and are too embarrassed to say?" Wang Hui knew why Liu Di had been happy lately, so he specifically brought up this matter to make him even happier for a while.

Oh, a registration fee of $500! If I had $500, why would I waste it on signing up for a competition? Isn't that just throwing money away? You may be a good student at Tsinghua University, but compared to students from Harvard, the University of Tokyo, or the Joint Institute of Architecture, you're nothing, right? How could you possibly win any awards!

"The level of architectural design in our country still has a considerable gap compared to foreign countries. The teachers from other schools have only received small awards internationally before. The competition Linlou is participating in has a high standard and great influence, and there are definitely many participants. It's for sure that there is no shortage of students from the world's top architectural departments. It's indeed a bit difficult for him to win an award," said Liu Di with a reserved attitude.

He actually didn't feel too embarrassed to belittle Linlou, because the last time he participated in the national university architectural design competition, Linlou won the first prize, while he got nothing! If he belittles Linlou, wouldn't he be belittling himself as well?

"Go to sleep, there's still class in the afternoon!" After chatting for a while, Liu Di got into bed and lay down. She takes a nap every day at noon without fail, so that she can stay alert for classes in the afternoon.

But they hadn't slept long when they were awakened by a loud noise coming from the hallway, "Wow, Lin Lou got the first place in the Xiangjiang International Architectural Design Competition! This time is really amazing!"

Am I going crazy? Dreaming about him? Liu Di listened in a daze, still not believing it was real, thinking it was just a dream, and a terrible one at that!

Sleep, sleep, continue sleeping! I hope to have a good dream next, preferably a dream where I win the international architecture design competition before him! Liu Di covered his head with the blanket again!

But the voice in their ears did not stop, "What's going on? Did Lin win the award?"

"Yes, the call just came in from Hong Kong, saying that Lin Lou has won an award. They will be presenting it to him this weekend! They've also helped him book a flight ticket! It's amazing that he gets to fly there." They don't know that Lin Lou has already taken many flights before this.

“What kind of award? In comparison with the award won by the several teachers from Tongji University in Japan two years ago, which one has a greater impact?” In 1980, four lecturers from Tongji University, Yu Weiguo, Zhang Yaqing, Lu Jiwei, and Gu Ruzhen, won the Japan International Architectural Design Competition Excellence Award for their design of the "Leshan Museum in China," causing quite a sensation in the architectural field.

"Teacher Yu's group won the Excellence Award last time, and Lin's group won first place this time. It's definitely different!" Wenxuan emphasized loudly.

"I don't think so. The influence of Japan is definitely much greater than Hong Kong’s! Getting first place in Hong Kong may not be more prestigious than receiving a commendation in Japan!" Some students also disagreed.

"How many people participated in the competition in Japan? Who is the chairman of the judging panel? How much is the prize money? This time, the competition in Hong Kong had more than 1,700 architects from around the world sign up, with Shinkai Kizaki as the chairman of the judging panel, and a prize of $100,000!"

"Talking about money is vulgar!" Although people say that, everyone can also imagine that the competition with a top prize of $100,000 will attract different participants compared to a competition with a prize of $10,000.

As for the 1,700 participants and the fact that Kishizaki Arata is one of them, they couldn't argue with that. After all, Kishizaki Arata's name is mentioned in "History of Modern Architecture in Foreign Countries." Being able to invite such a master to serve as the chairman of the judging panel speaks for the level of this competition.

"Amazing! I was wondering why there wasn't much activity from Linlou this semester. I didn't expect such a big surprise out of nowhere! I bet Professor Zhou will be thrilled when he hears the news!"

It turns out it wasn't a dream! Liu Di suddenly sat up and looked at Wang Hui, feeling a wave of relief in his heart. Fortunately, those words just now weren't said in front of others, otherwise it would have been very embarrassing!

"What? The results are out? Xiao Lou got first place? Hahaha, you guys wait, I'm heading over right now!" Li Qingxi, who was working overtime in the office, received a phone call, laughing so much that he couldn't close his mouth!

"Good news! Linlou won the first prize in the Xiangjiang International Architecture Competition!" After saying this, he quickly left, first stopping at the door of Commissioner Wu's office to inform his secretary, then shouting loudly in the hallway to let all the teachers in the office building know about the good news. Then he rode his bicycle and rushed towards the courtyard.

"What's going on? Did Lin just win an award? Is it the one we discussed at the department meeting last time?" With a bang, all the offices on both sides of the corridor opened.

"Hey, Li Qingxi runs really fast! I wanted to ask him a few more questions, but he's already disappeared."

"Hehe, as the saying goes, you can't escape the temple even if the monk runs away. He must have gone to the courtyard of Linlou's four-sided building. Let's follow him and find out!" Now no one cared about taking a nap, and everyone went over in a commotion.

"Tongji won the Excellence Award in a Japanese international architectural design competition before, and they boasted about it for months after coming back! This time, they won first place with the small building, we have to boast about it for at least half a year, right?" The teachers also take pride in it, and in the future when we meet teachers from Tongji at meetings, we won't be at a loss either.

When they arrived at the school gate, they saw their classmates from the Lin building heading in that direction, so they joined them. As they walked, they asked Wenxuan about the specific situation while laughing heartily.

"Wait a minute, are you all from the architecture department? We are reporters from the campus radio station. We heard that the Lin Building in your department won an international award. Can you tell us about it?" Not long after, the reporters also joined in.

The team is getting bigger and the number of people is increasing. Walking on the street, they attracted the attention of the teachers and students of the surrounding colleges and universities. What's going on with Tsinghua? Look at how happy they are!

"Hey, students from Tsinghua University, where are you all heading to?"

"Our school's architecture student, Linlou, won the first prize in the international architectural design competition. Let's go congratulate him!" Wenxuan eagerly responded, wishing he had a megaphone to announce it to the whole of Beijing.
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"Ling Lou, can you tell us about your feelings on winning first place in this competition?" When Ling Lou arrived at the courtyard, several reporters from the school immediately surrounded and began to ask questions.

"First of all, I want to make it clear that winning the first place in this competition is not solely my achievement. Teachers Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, Jin Qiuxiang, Xu Jiaping, and my classmate Lin Mita, as well as our classmates in the department, have all put in a lot of hard work for this project. This award belongs to our entire team!" Lin emphasized.

This answer has won the favor of the reporters. Even now, it is still the era of making do with collectivism. Any good deed is definitely attributed to the collective, and it's not good for someone to take all the credit for themselves.

"The main ideas actually came from Lin Lou. We were just helping out!" Xu Jiaping and the others modestly said, but in their hearts, they were quite pleased. In the past, whenever the collective received any honor, even if they had put in a tremendous amount of effort, the first ones mentioned were always the leaders and those with seniority. It's rare to have such a splendid day as today.

Lin Lou once again introduced the division of labor within the entire team. When it came to a certain teacher, he would always highlight the outstanding aspects of the teacher's performance in the project, causing the teacher to blush and feel a little embarrassed.

After saying these, I also thank the school, "... It's also thanks to Tsinghua University for providing me with such a good learning opportunity, the teachers laid a solid foundation for me, and the leaders of the department and the school are also willing to provide valuable opportunities for students like us. If it wasn't for the department's support for me to participate in this competition, would I have the result I have now?"

The young Xiao Lou is quite steady in handling matters. With these words, everyone in the school is taken care of, from the principal, Comrade Wu, to the auntie cooking in the cafeteria. I have to say, even if you ask me, I'm afraid I wouldn't be as thoughtful. Xu Jiaping nodded repeatedly after hearing it.

I was a little worried that Linlou might say something wrong because of his excitement, but I didn't expect him to be even more careful than I am. His words were flawless, and he didn't show any hint of arrogance.

"Linyi, can you show us your award-winning design drafts? We've brought a camera!" However, several reporters were somewhat dissatisfied. They had heard these words too often during interviews with others. Although such questions were necessary, they were not what they were most concerned about. As a result, they made new requests.

"Sure!" Lin nodded, and Xu Jiaping quickly went over and took out the blueprint. The rendered effect drawing was presented, which amazed everyone on the scene.

The teachers and students in the architecture department may not completely understand it, but they do appreciate the novelty of this kind of architectural structure. The journalists are even more shocked, "This... feels like a building from a science fiction novel! How did you come up with this?"

Mr. Lin naturally couldn't discuss topics related to feng shui. He started with talking about I.M. Pei and his application of glass. "...But Mr. Pei generally likes to use triangular structures. But I was also thinking, can't we use other geometric shapes?... When I was designing the expansion of the library for Linzhou University, we discussed various shapes of glass skylights, including arc-shaped and semi-circular ones..."

"On this project, I have decided to be more daring and try using a spherical structure. After conducting research in materials science, structural mechanics, and other aspects, we have ultimately determined that this approach is feasible... and it also aligns well with the requirements of the site."

"This plot of land is located on a coastal hill and is often affected by typhoons. If traditional architectural forms are adopted, the buildings may suffer significant adverse effects during severe typhoons. In contrast, the circular shape is much less affected by wind force.... Moreover, the most valuable resource of this building is the surrounding landscape of the hills and mountains. Adopting a spherical structure can better appreciate the beauty of the surrounding scenery...."

Journalists don’t understand complicated things, so Lin Lou didn’t use those professional architectural terms. He treated them as clients and explained his initial ideas in the simplest and most understandable way.

The reporters are not even bothering to cherish the film at the moment. They are just taking pictures of the forest building and those renderings. They are planning to go back and start writing articles, and they must be published as quickly as possible.

They still wanted to ask more questions, but soon the leader of the architecture department came over, "Xiao Lin, why are you still here? Commissioner Wu is waiting for you to report back! Hurry and come back with us!"

They are all smiling from ear to ear. They only agreed to let Lin participate in the competition as a matter of formality, never expecting him to win a prize. They feel like they have just hit the jackpot!

This is really great news! With such a huge honor, we're definitely going to secure the award bonus this year. I haven't seen any other department receiving a major award from overseas. Our architecture department is leading ahead of all the departments at Tsinghua University this time!

So, everyone crowded around Linlou and returned to the school. It was almost time for afternoon classes, and the teachers and students reluctantly headed to the classrooms. Linlou followed some leaders back to the office building of the Department of Architecture, and entered Commissioner Wu's office.

"Haha, Xiaolou, you've really brought us a big surprise with this award!" Commissioner Wu was also very happy. He was very clear that the award Linlou received carries much more weight than the awards other professors from Tongji University and other architecture departments received abroad. "I've already asked someone to notify the reporters from other media! Later, you will have to cooperate with them!"

"The school leaders are also on their way!" This is not only the honor of the Department of Architecture of Tsinghua University, but also the honor of the whole Tsinghua University, and even the common honor of the entire Chinese architectural community. It must be well publicized.

Linlou understands that China is eager for international recognition these days. A student winning the top prize in a competition with 1,700 architects worldwide is definitely a morale-boosting event. In simple terms, Linlou has brought honor to China internationally!

"Come, let me see your drawings and tell me how you came up with this idea!" While the leader and the journalists haven't arrived yet, Member Wu asked about the project.

Commissioner Wu, the explanation can't be like the one just now. Start with the challenges faced by modernist architecture, then discuss Jizaki Shin's dissatisfaction with the current popular architectural styles, and finally talk about how I came up with this plan.

"Fortunately, it's Jizaki Shin who is the chairman of the judges this time. If it were someone else, you might have been eliminated in the first round!" Member Wu naturally could see that Linlou's design was quite different from the current international trend. But thinking of Linlou's words just now, maybe he knew that Jizaki Shin was the judge, so he decided to present such a bold design!

"The design is indeed very original and groundbreaking. It's well-deserved to win an award this time!" Commissioner Wu felt more and more delighted as he looked at it. The previous surprises from the Linzhou University Library and the Shanghai Youth League Committee office building projects had already impressed him a lot. He didn't expect such a stunning work to be produced so quickly!

This child has boundless prospects for the future. If they continue on this path, it's almost certain that they will make a name for themselves in the "History of Modern Chinese Architecture," and they might even be featured in the "History of Modern World Architecture," becoming a master of their generation!

What Wu is most worried about now is that Lin is too proud. However, when she saw his calm expression, she relaxed. Although he is young, he is very mature, so it seems that something like "The Unjust Case of Su" probably won't happen to him.

Before long, the school leaders and several major media journalists arrived, cramming Deputy Wu's office full. If it were any other time, having so many people here would impede his work, and Deputy Wu would surely be angry. But today, he was smiling more happily than anyone else. This is a great thing for our Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University!

"Wu, you have nurtured a good student!" The school leader warmly greeted him, holding his hand with a smile on his face. Winning the international award for Lin Building is something worth publicizing for them. In the future, when reporting to the education department leadership, they can also bring up this matter and talk about it extensively.

"Lin Lou, could you tell us about your experience participating in this competition? Are these your entries? Can you help us explain them?" Several reporters from major newspapers and magazines are here.

Several decades later, unless it's like Wang Shu winning the Pritzker Prize, other awards may at most just cause a small ripple within the architecture community.

However, right now, China is so eager for an event that can inspire the people. Any achievement that can defeat opponents from Europe and the United States and bring honor to China is worth reporting on.

Not only them, the radio and TV stations have also received the news and are heading this way. It's just that they need to pack up the equipment when they go out, which is not as convenient as for reporters from newspapers and magazines.

"Don't worry, everyone. We have more reporters coming over in a while. Wu's office is a bit small, so how about we move the interview to the school auditorium? I've already arranged for staff to start cleaning up, it'll be ready in no time!" The school leader persuaded the reporters with a smile on his face.

Moved to the school's auditorium, other media reporters also came over. The school leaders helped maintain order, and the reporters asked questions in order. Lin, Wu, Xu Jia Ping, and others answered one by one, explaining the significance of this competition, popularizing the impact of Jizaki Shin in the architectural world, or elaborating on their own thoughts when designing this set of plans.

The journalists were quickly taking notes in their notebooks while listening, and the photojournalists occasionally picked up their cameras to take several shots of Lin Lou. There was also a bulky video camera aimed at Lin Lou. If everything checked out after they returned, this footage would quickly be featured in the news report on CCTV.

If lucky, maybe you can even appear in the short message of the news on time. If that really happens, that would be so impressive! And the possibility is not low, just as the journalists are murmuring below, in the 1982s, China really needs such inspiring good news.

The time for the interview has arrived, but the reporters are still reluctant to leave. They want to schedule a more in-depth interview with Lin Lou. The school leaders regretfully inform them, "Lin Lou has received a phone call from the organizer of the Xiangjiang event. He needs to go to Xiangjiang early tomorrow morning to receive the award. He must rest well today, so this is as far as it goes for now."

"Don't worry, everyone. When fellow student Lin Lou returns triumphantly with the trophy, we will definitely give everyone enough time to interview him! And then we'll treat the reporters to a nice meal, and maybe give them some small gifts, so they can help us say some nice things."

If it were in the past, these reporters would have definitely stayed behind. But today, they all remembered to go back early to write their articles, so they can be the first to come out tomorrow morning. Who would even have time to eat!

So one after another quickly took their leave, and hurried back to organize materials and prepare to write articles or edit programs. The only ones left to have a meal with the school leaders at the cafeteria were Commissioner Wu and Lin's team.

"Xiao Lin, when you go out, you represent the image of Tsinghua University and even China. You must not be careless. It's a pity that we're a bit short on time, otherwise I would have helped you prepare a couple of suits!" the leader said with concern.

"I have a suit." I haven't worn the custom-tailored suit from the venture capital company many times yet. After listening to a lot of instructions from the leaders, I let them leave. If it wasn't for the early departure tomorrow morning and the need to prepare at night, maybe they could have stayed and chatted with Linlou directly.

Back in the quadrangle courtyard, only Mr. Lin and a few teachers remained. "This time it's a bit rushed, only Mr. Xu has all the paperwork in order, so only Mr. Xu and I can go. But don't be upset, other teachers. There will be plenty of opportunities for us to go out in the future, and we can take turns then!"

"Old Xu, you're really lucky to be able to go to Hong Kong and have a good time again!" Li Qingxi said enviously. This time, Old Xu was going for the award, so he didn't need to work and could enjoy himself without worry.

"Quickly tell me what you all need to bring. I promise to bring back everything without leaving anything behind!" Thinking of the glory of standing on the podium with Lin Lou, Li Qingxi felt that all the hard work of running to Linzhou earlier was really worth it. "It's okay if you can't remember today. After reaching Hong Kong, I will call you and we can make up for it then!"

"Don't worry about that for now. You two should hurry up and get ready, and prepare the things you need to take with you when you go out. Hey, the suit you bought at the Friendship Store last time was a good choice! It will come in handy when the award is presented! By then, have someone take a few pictures and hang them at home. The people trying to introduce you to potential partners will be lining up at your door!" joked Hu Zhongping.

"I'm going to be away for several days this time, one set of suits is not enough! Xu teacher has a similar figure to mine, so I'll borrow two sets from you to wear first!" This time is a formal occasion, and there's also Jizaki Shin, who is very picky about his attire, so I can't be careless.

Linlou returned to the room and picked out two custom-made suits from his wardrobe to hand over to Xu Jiaping. Everyone gathered around, carefully touching the fabric of the clothes. "The texture of this fabric is really nice, and the color is bright. It must have cost a lot, right?"

"This set costs six thousand dollars, that set costs eight thousand dollars! It's not particularly expensive, but it definitely won't make us lose face in this kind of occasion!" Linlou said with a smile.

"What?" As soon as they heard the price, everyone reacted as if they had been electrocuted, quickly letting go of the clothes. "This clothing is so expensive. If I ruin it, I won't be able to afford it even if I sell myself."

"Six thousand dollars? Eight thousand dollars? How can there be such expensive clothes? With that much money, I could buy a whole house full of imported appliances, isn't that more worthwhile?"

"Xiaolou, you might as well not tell me. If you do, I wouldn't dare wear it!" Xu Jiaping's hands were trembling as he held the clothes. This one piece of clothing costs me several decades of salary, how can I wear it?

"Hey, what's up, everyone! Don't forget, the prize money for this competition is a whopping $100,000! Bringing it back, each person can get a set of clothes like this at least!" Lin Lou will definitely not take the prize money for himself, and will distribute it according to everyone's contributions.

Of course, buying clothes is just a joke. Who would be willing to spend thousands of dollars on a piece of clothing now? "For these few days, let's just think about how to spend the bonus when it comes."

If you obtain a hundred thousand US dollars in foreign exchange through other means, the foreign exchange management department will definitely get involved. However, the policies related to winnings from international competitions are much more relaxed! Athletes may still need to hand over international competition prize money to the management department, but the Linlou team does not need to do so and can freely dispose of it.

"I do have a suggestion. This money is definitely enough to buy a house. Nowadays, there are more and more people wanting to go abroad. If we use US dollars to pay, they might even be willing to sell their ancestral homes!" Buying imported appliances may seem prestigious now, but in the long run, buying anything is not as good as buying a house.

"Moreover, after obtaining the house, it can be renovated. This is our own house, so everyone doesn't need to worry about the thoughts of the first party. As long as it complies with relevant regulations, we can do whatever we want to do!" This is a great thing for architects!

"Yeah, many famous architects' own homes are classic works, such as the Wudak Residence we previously lived in, the Balagan Residence we saw in the materials! Wright's Taliesin Residence, Alvar Aalto's own home in Helsinki, Kenzo Tange's own home in Tokyo... My technical level is definitely far from these masters, but the opportunity to design a building completely according to my own ideas is really rare!"

"I actually know someone who wants to sell a house similar to Xiaolou's. They are both old quadrangle courtyards, and the price is not low. However, if the payment is in US dollars, he will definitely agree!" Hu Zhongping thought carefully.

"Take me with you when you go to see them. If there are suitable ones, I'll buy a set too!" Jin Qiuxiang was also tempted. Her husband would be returning soon, and with the extra bonus from Linlou, she no longer needed to send all her money to her husband. After he returned to the country, they could move to a new home.

"Help me keep an eye out as well. In the next few days, try to find more information on this aspect!" Although Linlou already has a quadrangle courtyard, who would complain about having too many quadrangle courtyards!

Thank you for the 5000 rewards from "Listen to the Breeze" and the rewards from "Bookworm" by little lazy bug, invincible big brother, and lovelorn thoughts89.
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"Nice clothes, but you look more like a business person than an architect!" Kizaki Shin's first comment upon seeing Hayashi Ryo was about his attire.

Jisaki Xin is right. Although Linlou's suit is a high-end custom-made, in terms of material and workmanship, it is definitely not inferior to the clothes made by Issey Miyake for Jisaki Xin. However, his set of board style appears to be more conventional, unlike Jisaki Xin, who has clothes specially designed by Issey Miyake according to his temperament.

The clothes made in this way can be considered as works of art, but the outfit on Linlou's body is at most a high-end mass-produced product. It's fine for business people to dress like this, but architects are also artists, so it's a little out of place.

"That's because you have a good friend like Mr. Miyake, while I can only go to the tailor shop to buy!" Linlou responded with a smile. In fact, it doesn't matter. Nowadays, not only young architects come to chat in the courtyard, but also some painters and fashion designers gradually join in.

In another two years, maybe I could enjoy the same treatment as Kishizaki Shinichi. It's just that it seems a bit difficult to encounter a designer at the level of Miyauchi Issei. It seems that the status of Chinese fashion designers in the international fashion industry is even lower than that of architects in the international architectural world.

"Haha, let's exchange ideas in Japan in the future. I will introduce you to Miyake. It's more suitable to have Eastern fashion designed by Eastern designers!" Shinya Kizaki also laughed.

"By the way, during the review, I was more inclined towards another piece of work, but upon further consideration, I realized that your design is indeed the most suitable. Not only did you take into account the importance of Feng Shui in the hearts of the people in Hong Kong, but your design also surpasses Ms. Hadid's design in terms of feasibility!" evaluated Shinkai.

"Your plan is really too comprehensive, it includes everything from the materials to the construction techniques. They can just take your plan to the construction unit and start the work. While Ms. Hadid's design is excellent in terms of aesthetics, careful consideration will reveal that it is not feasible in the short term."

"Ms. Hadid's design belongs to the future. It may not be achievable now, but it will definitely be realized in ten years." Lin Lou had just seen Zaha's work. It is now 1982, and her first major work, the Vitra Fire Station in Germany, was completed in 1993, exactly ten years later.

"You are all talented architects. With young people like you in the architecture industry, the future will certainly not be as dull as it is now!" Shinkai also felt very pleased. He felt that he made the right decision to participate in this competition, otherwise how could he have met such two outstanding young architects.

"Ms. Hardid has arrived, and I'm sure you would like to have a good exchange with her!" Kishizaki Shin pulled Linlou to find Zaha Hadid, and she happened to be studying Linlou's work as well.

"The works of both of you have a great deal in common in a sense, both boldly using space and geometric structures, reflecting the intricate characteristics of urban architecture," praised Jisaki Xin after introducing them.

"Ms. Hadid's designs are even more daring. After learning about your background, I found that many of your design techniques and concepts seem to be inspired by the vigorous spirit of Arab heritage, inspiring you to move forward courageously. Your designs seem to critique traditional concepts and redefine the essence of architecture, thus developing architecture suitable for the new era," praised Lin Lou. This is the evaluation of Zaha Hadid by the later architectural community.

Feeling quite emotional when she saw her, Lin Lou. Before his time-travel, Zaha had already passed away. However, he had seen Zaha and heard her speeches at several international conferences. At that time, Zaha was the absolute center of attention, while he was just a nobody. He never expected that when he returned to the 1980s, he would have the opportunity to have an equal conversation with the young Zaha.

"After seeing your design, I also noticed the inherent reserved and understated style of Eastern culture, as well as the harmonious coexistence with nature. It is very reasonable for you to win first place in this competition." After seeing Lin Lou's work, Zaha had to admit that she had lost fairly.

"Perhaps it's because the competition was held in Hong Kong this time, so my design was easier for them to understand, after all, we share a common cultural background; if the competition was held in Europe, maybe you would have won." Lin politely said, and in this respect, he did indeed have an advantage.

"Understanding the backgrounds of different cultures is also a necessary preparation for architects!" Zaha chuckled and shook her head. If the competition were held in Europe, the design she presented would definitely be different from the current one.

It's rare to meet an architect with similar ideals, Zaha is in a relatively cheerful mood. The slight disappointment of not winning the championship has also been swept away. She knows her situation well. Even if she had won the championship in this competition, it would probably still be difficult to find a client to cooperate with, because with the current level of construction and architectural material development, it would be difficult to turn her designs into reality.

So she jokingly added, "No, no, no. If we were participating in a competition in Europe and the judges were not Mr. Ishizaki or Mr. Frank Geary, our work might have been eliminated in the first round!"

After speaking, the three of them laughed at the same time. In this currently more conservative era, designs like those of Linlou and Zaha, which are like a flight of fancy, are only appreciated by a few architectural masters. If the judges were slightly different, the results would definitely be different.

Linlou muttered in his heart, as Zaha won another major award from the Taichung Guggenheim Museum. The judges believed that she was able to boldly use space, cleverly apply geometric principles, and integrate her work with the environment, successfully showcasing the beauty of rural life. This was the reason why she was awarded the top prize this year.

In this judging session, Frank Gehry is one of the main judges, and he praised every design by Zaha Hadid for their creativity.

There are only a few master architects in the architectural field. Everyone knows what styles these masters are good at and what styles they like. Therefore, just by looking at the list of judges in the competition, one can tell whether they have a good chance of winning. Perhaps this is also one of the reasons why Zaha is participating in this architectural design competition.

If a more conservative architectural master were to be the judge, perhaps she would not bother to make the effort; as for Lin Lou, he might still participate, but the competing architectural designs would definitely be different.

Libes, Andrews, and others also joined the conversation, and gradually the dialogue turned into a critique of the conservative status quo in the architectural field. Everyone was full of longing, discussing the future of architecture.

They reluctantly dispersed and entered the venue according to their name tags, waiting for the awards ceremony to begin.

The organizers attached great importance to this awards ceremony. Not only did they book the largest venue at the Peninsula Hotel to host the event, but they also invited many celebrities from Hong Kong to attend. Lin Lou recognized several familiar female stars, but in such occasions, they were just there as accessories. The main focus was on the organizers and the award winners.

There were many journalists present, not only from the local media in Hong Kong, but also some from Japan, Europe, and the United States. Additionally, Lin also saw journalists from Xinhua News Agency, presumably they were notified in China and specially came over to cover Lin's story. Their faces beamed with proud smiles, and Lin winning the championship brought them a lot of joy.

Several wealthy tycoons from Hong Kong are discussing the award plan for the Ling Building. "Building a clubhouse on Lion Rock is like putting a jadeite bead on a lion. The essence of feng shui of the entire Lion Rock is gathered here. It's really amazing! After the clubhouse is built, I must go there often!"

"Ah, why didn't I think of building a house here in the first place? Now the good feng shui is all taken by him! He's going to prosper in the future!" Some people deeply regretted. They had the means, so why didn't they think of this before?"

"After this club is built, it will definitely become a landmark building in Hong Kong just like Mr. I.M. Pei's Bank of China Tower! Ah, it's such a pity that such an industry cannot be held in our own hands."

"Hehe, that's not necessarily the case!" Someone also approached their good friend and quietly talked about the recent situation of the organizer, "I heard that his recent funding chain is a bit unstable. If the stock market fluctuates a bit, he might only be able to sell land and raise funds in a hurry. At that time, if we can acquire this piece of land, then won't the Feng Shui essence of Hong Kong belong to us?"

If there was no Linlou's intervention, Zaha would have won the championship of the competition. However, the design could not be realized due to financial issues of the organizers, who lost the ownership of the site. The new owner did not understand Zaha's design, so Zaha's mountaintop clubhouse remained a classic only on paper.

But now it's different. The winner of the competition is Lin Lou, and Lin Lou's plan caters to the preferences of the people in Hong Kong for Feng Shui. Even if the organizer loses the land, the new owner is likely to invite Lin Lou to continue improving the design, in order to build this building that can gather the essence of Hong Kong's Feng Shui as soon as possible.

"Shh, keep your voice down. It's best if only we know about this. We must not let those guys hear about it, or they will definitely compete with us! We can't miss out on such a good thing. When we get back, we'll have someone keep an eye on his company. Once there's any change, we'll act quickly. We'd rather spend more money than let someone else snatch it away!"

While speaking, Arisaki Shin walked up to the stage and praised the competition, especially commending the proposals of Lin Lou and Zaha. The audience below continuously applauded as the journalists recorded Arisaki Shin's words in various ways. All of this is important content for writing news articles when they return.

Especially those reporters from Xinhua News Agency, their faces were all red with excitement. It's not often that a renowned international master praises young Chinese people like this.

Kisaki Shin finished speaking and the winners took the stage to accept their awards one by one. When Zaha stepped down from the stage, the applause reached its peak, and Lin Lou slowly ascended the podium amidst the applause.

Receive the trophy and a $100,000 check from the organizer. Then, the two of them took a photo together. The organizer had a bright smile and whispered to Mr. Lin, "Mr. Lin, let's talk about the details of the design proposal later!"

He's also a bit impatient to turn this building into reality. His own business has had some recent problems, and if he can change the Feng Shui, maybe he can overcome this hurdle and have smooth sailing in the future.

Huh, do you have the money for all this? While my design may not require excavating mountains like Zaha's, it's still quite costly. But since he's said so, Lin Lou naturally won't refuse, "I also hope to see this plan materialize as soon as possible."

"Let's find a time to have a good chat about this tomorrow! I still have social engagements today and don't have time to talk about these things right now. We'll have to wait until tomorrow. We must settle the plan early and start the construction. As for the money issue, if I am willing to give up some of the club's shares, there will definitely be someone willing to provide funding, right?"

"Let me take a look!" As Lin Lou stepped off the stage, Xu Jiaping eagerly looked at the trophy, wanting to reach out and touch it, but hesitating.

"You also deserve credit for this. Even if you want to take it home and show off for a few days, it's fine!" Lin laughed heartily as he handed over the trophy. "After we get back, I'll take a few photos of us. Let's start with a group photo, and then each of us will take individual photos. I'll get them enlarged and printed for you!"

"Great!" Xu Jiaping carefully took the trophy, as if holding onto his own child. All the hard work in the past was definitely worth it to earn this.

After returning, I will take a few photos holding the trophy. I will put the smaller one under my office desk glass and hang the larger one on the living room wall. Whether it's in my office or at my home, it will be the first thing people see! Xu Jiaping has already started imagining the envious looks of others when they see these photos.

The award ceremony is over and the cocktail party officially begins. Everyone is walking around with their glasses, chatting with people who are interested. At first, Lin only interacted with young architects who attended the ceremony such as Zaha, but gradually, the wealthy tycoons from Hong Kong also came over.

The only purpose of their words is to get Linlou to design a building with outstanding appearance, functionality, and feng shui for them. Linlou naturally seizes the opportunity and schedules meetings with them one by one.

It seems that the acquisition of an architectural firm in Hong Kong should be put on the agenda. After the news is broadcast, there will be many people in both Hong Kong and the mainland who will want to commission their own designs, right?

So after the banquet, Linlou didn't immediately return to the room to rest, but found a place to chat with Situ Baoyun, "There are a few things I need your help with next!"

"Mr. Lin, please, Standard Chartered Bank is dedicated to serving you!" Mr. Situ Baoyun said respectfully. In the past few months, the sales situation of Outek Company has been very good, and the company's market value has also risen significantly. Standard Chartered Bank has already raised Mr. Lin's customer level, so their service is even more attentive.

"The first thing is simple," Linlou handed over the check, "Can you help me exchange this money for cash and deliver it to Beijing?" It's a bit troublesome for an individual to do this, it's easier to handle at the bank.

"No problem." Standard Chartered Bank don't even need to withdraw money from Hong Kong and then send it over. They can simply transfer the funds internally to the Shanghai branch for delivery to the Lin building.

"Help me find a lawyer familiar with the construction industry, and have them accompany me to talk to the organizers tomorrow. Then, help me acquire a construction firm in Hong Kong. It doesn't need to be large in scale or have many employees, as long as it is well-qualified. We'll use the name of this firm to take on projects once the deal is done."

"Got it, I will go and gather the information now. Tomorrow morning, I will wait for you downstairs at the hotel with the documents and the lawyer!" To the bank, these are all minor matters," Situ Baoyun readily agreed!

Back in the room, Lin fell asleep quickly, but next door, Xu Jiaping couldn't fall asleep no matter what. He hugged the trophy and occasionally burst into silly laughter. When he woke up in the morning, he looked like a giant panda.

"Mr. Lin, hello. This is Lawyer Zhuo Weiming, who is very familiar with the architectural design industry in Hong Kong," Situ Baoyun brought the lawyer as promised, and together with Zhuo Weiming, they helped Lin analyze the information he had stayed up late to find.

Linlou's focus is only on qualifications, and he doesn't care about the size of the firm. Therefore, he quickly identified several suitable firms and asked Situ Baoyun to negotiate, with his responsibility being limited to payment.

"We will help you get it done as soon as possible, and we expect to have the contract signed by the time you leave Xiangjiang!" The law firms they selected are relatively small in scale, and the acquisition will not cost much, so it can be easily settled.

Situ Baoyun left first, while Zhuo Weiming followed Linlou to meet with the organizers. Usually, project negotiations start with initial communication, and the first party would have to approve the architect's ideas before signing a contract. However, this time is different as Linlou already presented the plans during the competition, and the first party approved.

So now we can proceed directly to discuss the contract. Zhuo Weiming took the initiative according to the Hong Kong convention and drafted the contract. The first party also wants the project to get started as soon as possible, so the contract was quickly finalized.

The architectural design fees in Hong Kong are a bit different from elsewhere nowadays. Instead of being charged based on the proportion of construction cost, they are charged based on the number of drawings. The fee standards for architects of different levels are also different. It's certain that the fees for I.M. Pei to design Bank of China Tower and the Peak Club would be different.

However, with Zhuo Weiming around, he managed to negotiate a fairly good price for Linlou, although it may not be as high as I.M. Pei's, it is much higher compared to other architects in Hong Kong.

"Pleasant cooperation!" After a few days of discussing the contract, Situ Baoyun successfully acquired a law firm, and Linlou signed the contract on behalf of the new firm.

"So, once the first payment is received, we can start the next round of design! Alright, we can focus on this project for the next few months."

At the same time, the impact of this competition is gradually spreading in the architectural world, and the international influence of Lin Building has been greatly enhanced.
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The name of the new firm is called Lin Architecture Studio. It is common in the industry to name the firm after the architect, such as the firm of I. M. Pei called I. M. Pei & Partners, Zaha Hadid's called Zaha Hadid Architects, Tadao Ando's called Tadao Ando Architect & Associates, as well as Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa's architecture firm, SANAA, and Gary's architecture firm, Gehry Partners, etc.

This is because the strength of an architectural firm often depends on its leader, and nothing attracts clients more than the name of the architect; Xu Jiaping has no objections to this, anyway, the previous projects were all led by Linlou.

"From now on, we will take on projects in the Fragrant River area under the name of this firm. If there is an opportunity to take on domestic projects, we can also use the same name, so we won't need to associate with other organizations and can save on associated fees."

"How should we handle our work?" Xu Jiaping was more concerned about this. Nowadays, it's unlikely that anyone would be willing to quit their university job to work in other companies, even if they are in Hong Kong.

However, Xu Jiaping worked under Lin Lou for more than a year, and it can be said that he gained both fame and fortune. He has published many articles and earned more money than he has in decades. If he had to choose only one, he really wouldn't know how to decide.

"The construction industry is different from other industries. You can't just stay in school doing research. If you want to improve yourself, you have to take on projects outside. So I don't think it's a big deal for teachers to work on projects outside. It's just that if they do that, it might be a bit overwhelming for you guys working in the school's design institute, right?"

The teacher can continue to teach, but may have to stop working at the Tsinghua Architectural Design Institute. In the future, it is common for university architecture department teachers to work as part-time architects outside, and even open their own architectural firms. Now I'll go talk to Mr. Wu. As long as we can bring back good projects regularly, I don't think Mr. Wu will refuse, right?

I explained this to Xu Jiaping, and he also relaxed. As long as there is a unit that can provide for retirement, that's enough. Giving up his position at Tsinghua University is not a difficult thing for him. After all, now he can only help others there, and it's far less beneficial for his own advancement compared to the situation at Linlou.

"Okay, I will apply for a leave of absence without pay when I go back! Resigning directly at this time would be very troublesome, but there are already signs of obtaining a leave of absence without pay. I'll apply for the leave first, and make a decision based on the situation when the deadline is reached. If the development at Linlou goes well, I will continue to stay there, and I can always return to the company in case of any unexpected situations."

"I'll talk to Commissioner Wu first. If Commissioner Wu supports it, the process on your end will be much easier! With the recent honor I received for the school, it should be much easier to handle this matter.”

On the flight back, Lin Lou and Xu Jiaping flipped through the newly acquired magazines. Both of these magazines are influential journals in the international architecture community, and coincidentally, both featured Lin Lou's name. They devoted a considerable amount of space to introduce the results of the international architecture competition, in which the designs of Lin Lou and Zaha received special recognition.

It's obvious that Shinki Kishizaki gave a heads-up to the magazine, otherwise the article wouldn't have been published so quickly. In the article, Shinki Kishizaki highly praised the outstanding talent of these two young architects and their influence on the future development of architecture.

Before this, Lin Lou had already gained some reputation in the international architectural community, which partly came from his time working as an assistant to Ieoh Ming Pei, and partly from his application of CAD software.

The attention of the Xiangshan Hotel project is mostly focused on Bei Yuming; while the focus of the later Kucun School teaching building project is more on the impact of computer technology on architectural design. In terms of architectural design alone, although this teaching building is somewhat innovative, it is far from enough to impress those architects.

As for the library of Linzhou University and the office building of Shanghai Youth League Committee, one does not allow promotion, and the other only has an influence domestically. Therefore, in the international architectural community, few people know about the Lin Building, and for now, they only consider it as a young architect with a certain potential and a relatively in-depth research on the application of new technologies.

I haven't fully understood his strength in architectural design until the drawings of the Fragrant Harbor Summit Club appeared in these two magazines. Architects from all over the world were surprised to find that ancient China had produced such a futuristic architect. His designs are truly impressive!

Is this his debut work? What kind of works has he done before? Is his design concept completely developed at Tsinghua University? How much influence did Ieoh Ming Pei have on him? It shouldn't be particularly significant, right? From this building, it can be seen that his design concept is quite different from that of Ieoh Ming Pei!

Zaha left Hong Kong earlier than Lin Lou. Just as Lin Lou boarded the plane, Zaha had already returned to London. After checking on her own office, Zaha went to the United Architectural Academy. She is now a teacher at her alma mater.

Today, his teacher Rem Koolhaas also returned, and other teachers were also preparing to celebrate with Zaha, along with Zaha's classmates and the future architectural master of structuralism, Bernard Tschumi.

Just as Zaha came in second place in the competition at Cheung Kong Peak Club in Hong Kong, Bernard Quimi emerged victorious among 472 participants, winning the competition at Parc de la Villette in Paris, France.

In this plan, Qumi has broken through the limitations of traditional urban landscaping and urban green space concepts, striving to create a structure that fully integrates parks with the city, and change the traditional separation of parks and the city by considering them as an integrated whole.

He designed the La Villette Park as an open park without a center or boundaries, without fences or hedges for cover. The entire park is completely integrated into the surrounding urban landscape, becoming part of the city. It can be considered a new type of urban park in the 1980s.

As the park is located in the outskirts of Paris, the surrounding area is populated by immigrants from around the world. In order to meet this cultural demand, the park emphasizes its "mixed" characteristics, integrating scientific activities, cultural exhibitions, industrial development, entertainment and leisure, scientific education, music appreciation, and art.

By integrating elegance and populism, nobility and commonality, local cultural arts and arts from foreign cultures, and emphasizing the diversity of culture, the complexity of function, and the behavior of the masses, the park provides a rich variety of activities for visitors, making it accessible to different audiences. In the future, Parc de la Villette has also become a beautiful landscape in Paris.

After finishing the discussion on Quami's design, everyone began to feel regret for Zaha, but she herself didn't seem to mind. She showed her design of the forest building to Kuhass, Quami, and others, and candidly admitted that Linlou indeed had a deeper understanding of Eastern culture than herself. In addition, the feasibility of Linlou's design was much higher than hers, so it was only natural that Linlou won the competition this time.

"The design of the Linshang Greenway is very innovative!" Qumi has just completed the design of the Lavilette Park, and he is very concerned about various landscape-related designs. "This design is very suitable for application in mountainous areas! Before this, parks with steeper slopes were usually accustomed to building pathways on the ground."

"While this may allow tourists to have deeper and more natural interactions, it also causes significant damage to the original natural environment, and those tall trees also block the sunlight!"

"Raising the trail above the forest allows visitors to enjoy ample sunlight while exploring the forest. At the same time, it also maximizes the preservation of the forest's original appearance. This design is really fantastic!"

"The structure of the main building is also very interesting! By using the vertical and horizontal axes, the building is cantilevered in mid-air, and a swimming pool is designed on one side, which is not an easy task to accomplish! After designing the cantilever structure of the CCTV Headquarters, Koolhaas further appreciates the structural part of the main building."

Zaha Hadid, Bernard Tschumi, and Rem Koolhaas, three future world-renowned architectural masters, have given high praise to the design of the Lin Lou.

On the other side of the Earth, in Japan, Kishizaki Shin is also discussing with Japanese counterparts about Linlou. Among this group of people, there are also many renowned architects or future architectural masters.

In 1960, in order to make Japan's voice heard at the World Design Festival in Tokyo, a group of young architects, designers, and scholars formed the "Metabolism" group. They opened the Metabolism movement, which holds an important position in world architectural history, by publishing the book of the same name.

Although, Sasaki Shin has not officially joined the "Metabolism" group, he has extremely close ties with the core members of the group, including Kikutake Kiyonori, Kisho Kurokawa, Kiyonori Kikutake, Masato Otaka, and Kenzo Tange, among whom he and Kenzo Tange were classmates in the architecture department of the University of Tokyo and have studied under Kenzo Tange.

In later years, these two students also won the Pritzker Prize one after another, with Yoshio Taniguchi winning in 1993 and Arata Isozaki winning in 2019. Other figures such as Kisho Kurokawa are also prominent figures in the international architectural community.

"Tsinghua University had invited me to give a speech before, but unfortunately I had something going on at the time and could not accept the invitation. Now it seems that I should go and meet this interesting young man!" Higuchi Niso said, influenced by the work of Kishizaki Shin and this piece, they have also become interested in Linlou.

In Paris, after seeing the design in the magazine, I.M. Pei shook his head regretfully, "I thought that Xiaolin, though talented, still needed some time to mature. But now it seems that he probably doesn't need to come to my architectural firm to train anymore. He already has the ability to independently design major projects! He can open his own architectural firm!"

Friedman, who offered help, was full of jealousy. I'm so much older than him, but I can only be Mr. Bell's assistant. He's not even twenty and already able to open an architecture firm and take on major projects! Could he be the next Wright or the next Gropius?

"Lin! Your younger brother has caused quite a stir in the architectural world again. Maybe we can use this opportunity for publicity. When can he come to the United States? We can organize an academic exchange event for him, have him give lectures at several universities, and promote our software while discussing design concepts!" John Walker said, holding a magazine as he found Lin Qiao.

"I have contacted several universities around the Bay Area, and they are all very willing to communicate with Mr. Lin!" Ava Green added, "Now we are just waiting for your brother to confirm the schedule!"

"I just talked to him on the phone. He's going on summer vacation in a month and will come to the United States then!" Lin Qiao also feels proud of his younger brother. He's already able to give lectures at universities in the United States!

However, he had already enjoyed this honor before, because of his outstanding contributions in the development of CAD software. Lin Qiao was invited to give speeches at many prestigious schools such as Stanford and Harvard, which greatly enhanced his reputation. If he were not so young and if the CAD software had been more mature, there might have been schools awarding him an honorary professor certificate.

However, this is only a matter of time. At least when he returned to his alma mater Stanford to give a speech, his former professor had subtly expressed this view.

The consulate in San Francisco also pays close attention to Lin Qiao. Especially after learning that he has not yet obtained U.S. citizenship, they are even more enthusiastic, regarding him as a model for international students. Lin Qiao has also established a fund with them to provide some assistance to international students in the United States. He knows that studying abroad in the U.S. is not easy, and now that he has money, he hopes to help people like himself.

"A month's time will be just right. We can utilize this time to promote Mr. Lin and increase his influence, so that when the speech begins, the effect will be even better! I'll go talk to the people from the promotional company first!" With Mr. Lin's schedule confirmed, Alvaro-Grin began preparing in advance.

In this way, with the promotion of Arata Isozaki, Zaha Hadid, Ieoh Ming Pei, and Othak Co., as well as the articles in the magazines, Lin Lou has already gained significant influence in the international architectural community.

In the future, when you participate in international conferences, as long as you mention your name, architects from other countries will definitely suddenly realize and say, "Oh, you are Mr. Lin! The mountain top club you designed in Hong Kong has left a deep impression on me!"

After several hours of flying, the plane landed at the Capital International Airport. In the past, they would usually take a taxi back, but this time was different. As soon as they came out, they saw a group of reporters outside, with their cameras flashing incessantly at them.

Next to the reporters, several students from Tsinghua University were holding up banners high, with bold words saying "Warmly welcome Tsinghua University's Department of Architecture sophomore Lin Lou's triumphant return with the first prize in the Hong Kong International Architectural Design Competition," which attracted passersby to stop and watch.

"Hahaha, Xiao Lin, this time you have brought honor to our school! Thank you for your hard work, on behalf of the school, we sincerely express our gratitude and warm welcome to you!" A school leader with a beaming face stepped forward and shook hands warmly with Lin Lou.

Haha, your Tongji University has won awards before, but have you ever seen it featured in a professional journal? Look at our school, Jizaki Shin has specially written an article, and the journal has dedicated so much space to publish it. We are much more prestigious than you!

"Lin, can you take out the trophy for us to shoot a segment? We need it for the evening news!" The big camera has already aimed at Lin.

Oh, it's such a hassle to take it out and then put it back in! Lin took a glance at the school leaders, wisely kept his complaints to himself, obediently took out the trophy, and stood in the middle. With Xu Jiaping and the school leaders on his left and right, the three of them held the trophy together, while the Tsinghua students quickly held up a banner behind them.

The cameraman filmed a segment, and the journalist approached with a microphone for a brief interview. After that, the photojournalists took out their cameras and snapped away at them for over half an hour. It wasn't until then that the school leader stepped forward to apologize, "Everyone, we are really sorry. There are still many leaders from the school waiting. If you want to continue the interview, come back to the school with us!"

After returning to school, even Commissioner Wu came out. The reporters divided into several groups, some of them interviewed Commissioner Wu to ask how he nurtures the students, some interviewed Zhou Ruiqiong to inquire about Lin Lou's usual performance, some found the school leaders to discuss the relationship between Lin Lou and education reform, and others talked to Xu Jiaping, Li Qingxi and others about the design process of the project.

Of course, Lin Lou received the most attention and was busy until dinnertime, when the journalists temporarily ended the interview and went to the school cafeteria for dinner together.

In the evening, the lively cafeteria slowly quieted down, and many people were asking if those reporters who said they were going to film material for the evening news would show up tonight.

"Dear leaders, there's no need to worry. I have already arranged for a few TVs to be brought over. They will be delivered to the rooms shortly. If the programs are being broadcasted today, we can enjoy watching while having our meal!"

Several staff members came in carrying a television. After they adjusted it, the program started right on time. Following the usual pattern of the program, the first ten minutes were unrelated to Lin Tower. In the middle ten minutes, there were more important news stories before finally, at around twenty-eight or twenty-nine minutes, just as the international news segment was about to start, the anticipated content finally began.

"Since the reform and opening up, our country has gradually increased the frequency and intensity of international exchanges, giving rise to a group of outstanding representatives. Recently, Lin Lou, a sophomore student from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, won first place in an international architectural design competition held in Hong Kong, showcasing the style of the new generation of university students."

As the announcer's voice sounded, the newly filmed scene also appeared on the TV screen, with Lin Lou holding the trophy standing in the middle, Xu Jiaping and the school leaders on the left and right, with a banner held high in the background.

Hey, that's me. The school leaders were all grinning from ear to ear. I never thought I'd make it into the news! The other leaders are so jealous. If I had known reporters were coming, I would have made sure to grab the spotlight!

In the residence building of the Foreign Trade Bureau in Nanjiang City, Haidong Province, everyone gathered at Lin Shengbin's house as usual to watch TV. But as they watched, everyone suddenly looked dumbfounded.

"Lin Chu, is this your family's small building?" After realizing, someone immediately dashed to the door, eyes fixed on the television, and shouted loudly, "Come and see, the Lin family's building is on TV!"
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The living room of Lin Shengbin's house was packed to the brim, even more crowded than the Beijing subway during rush hour. Later arrivals couldn't squeeze in and had to stand in the hallway, straining to listen.

The number of times Nanjiang City has appeared on this program is also very rare. Even for important leaders in Haidong Province, there are not many opportunities to appear throughout the year. Today, the child of a colleague's family surprisingly appeared on this program, causing quite a stir.

The corridor on this floor is almost packed, and people from upstairs and downstairs keep rushing in. Even the chief has rushed over upon hearing the news, but even if the people in front want to make room for him, they can't move.

How exactly does the Lin family educate their children? We've been around for a lifetime, not to mention appearing on the Beijing TV station, we haven't even been on the Haidong Province TV station; Maybe I should go to the Xinhua Bookstore, buy that book, and see if I can learn something? Just thinking about the gap between my own child and Lin Lou, a lot of people feel frustrated.

This short news clip of just a few seconds has led to an unexpected outcome. Many people have rushed to bookstores to purchase the book written by Lin Lou, which has further boosted the book's sales.

The next day at work, not only colleagues from our unit came to watch the excitement, but also many people from other units specifically came to watch. Even media journalists from Haidong Province and Nanjiang City came to interview Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying.

They were in this situation, and naturally Linlou was not at ease. There were constantly journalists coming to interview, forcing him to hide in Xiangshan Hotel for a few days. The school also helped him block the interviews temporarily by using the excuse that Linlou still had to study and complete the design tasks for Xiangjiang. This is how he gradually recovered from the situation.

At this point, Linlou finally had time to give a detailed report to Commissioner Wu, and then mentioned the matter of Xu Jiaping and the others, "... the project now requires drawings to be produced as soon as possible, and there may be new projects in the future, so I am short of manpower on this end and hope you can support me."

"The old methods are no longer able to meet the needs of the times. Many units in need of building construction cannot find suitable design firms, and many young people in need of project experience do not have the opportunity to get started. The existing architectural design system must be reformed!" Member Wu has a deep understanding of the existing problems.

"However, reform is not something that can be accomplished overnight. Many plans need to be discussed... I can disclose a little bit of information to you. The private economy is gradually opening up now, and our construction industry is also discussing what kind of approach to take to meet the needs of the times. Private architectural firms may be able to realize it in another two years."

"Since your side has ongoing projects, you definitely can't wait for too long. Moreover, many foreign-owned architectural firms have entered the market. There are more than just one or two people who have taken a leave of absence to work there. So if they want to go to your place, let them, but they can only apply for a leave of absence from Tsinghua University. They still need to attend classes at the school!"

"If you take away so many key teachers from me, where am I going to find people to fill the vacancies?" Similar to what Lin Lou thought, Commissioner Wu agreed to leave the architecture design institute of Tsinghua University, but still had to teach students in the architecture department. If it weren't for Lin Lou not having graduated yet, Commissioner Wu might have let him teach the students directly.

Regardless of architectural history, architectural drawing, or architectural design, Lin Lou is definitely qualified to teach these undergraduate courses... and it would definitely not be a problem to even guide a few graduate students!

As soon as this came to mind, Representative Wu had another idea. "The summer vacation is coming soon, and the seniors should consider internships for their final year. You have to help me secure a few internship spots!"

He feels that the students who are about to graduate are much better off interning at the Lin Building than at other units. At other units, they can only learn outdated knowledge and experiences, while at Lin Building, they can learn more advanced architectural concepts.

I'm only a sophomore, and you want me to mentor a soon-to-be senior student. Is this appropriate? But then Lin thought again, several teachers are already helping me out, not to mention the students. So, he agreed, hoping that some of them would stay after graduation and form a talent pool for his own architectural firm.

"By the way, don't just focus on architectural design. You should also put more effort into urban planning. The suggestions you made earlier were very insightful!" Commissioner Wu reminded.

"During the summer vacation, I might go to the United States and talk to some experts in the field of urban planning. I hope to gather more information to bring back with me! Linlou hasn't forgotten about this matter, and he knows that he is still too young to have much influence. Therefore, he plans to use the opinions of American experts to persuade the planning committee and minimize any omissions in the future planning schemes for Beijing."

"That couldn't be better!" Member Wu nodded with satisfaction. "You should keep these few things in mind. Alright, I'll go talk to the leaders of Tsinghua University right away and help you get this matter resolved as soon as possible. You should also prepare, as it's likely that students will start interning at your place in the next few days."

"Alright, then I won't disturb you!" Commissioner Wu's schedule was busy, so it was already quite rare for him to spare time to chat with Lin Lou. After finishing the business, Lin Lou got up and took his leave. He would go back and tell this news to the Xu family.

In the past few days, the news of Lin Lou winning the grand prize of an international architectural design competition has spread throughout Tsinghua University. While the newspapers and television have emphasized the honor he received, privately, the focus of discussion has been on the $100,000 prize, especially within the architecture department and the Tsinghua Architectural Design Institute.

The news involving money is still very sensitive at the moment, so the media has not publicized it. However, within the architecture and design departments, many people still remember what happened back then! Earlier, they thought that Lin Lou paying a registration fee of $500 to participate in the competition was a waste of money and privately made fun of it a lot.

However, as soon as they heard that Linlou had won first place, they immediately thought of the $100,000 prize. $100,000! Even at the official exchange rate, it would be worth two or three hundred years of my salary! What could I do with that much money? If I had that much money, I would just lay back and do nothing. It would definitely be enough for me to spend my whole life.

Or if I use all this money to handle the procedures for going abroad, there should be no problem, right? Maybe I can even bring my whole family to the United States, and then we can fully enjoy the decadent capitalist life!

But these money have nothing to do with oneself. Thinking of this, many people feel psychologically unbalanced. In the office of the School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, several senior experts began to complain.

"Hey, with the current foreign exchange situation in our country being so tight, I personally think that this bonus should be surrendered to the state." The architect in his forties, Bao Han, said indignantly. Of course, this is because the award is not for him. If it were him, who would dare to bring this up to him? He would immediately throw a face full of smelly dog poop at anyone who did!"

"Yes, I remember our talented athlete went abroad to compete and won prize money, which must be turned in!" Wang Ke at the opposite desk echoed, "If I had known, I would have joined the small group in Lin Building as well. That way, I would have a share of the prize money, even if it's just a small amount, it should still be worth several thousand dollars, right?"

"At such a young age, suddenly receiving such a large sum of money may not necessarily be a good thing. Lin is still young, and since he has talent in architectural design, he should work hard to study it. If he only thinks about how to spend money every day, such great talent will be wasted!" The neighbor Zhang Yuanjun also expressed his concerns with a worried expression on his face.

"But it seems like Commissioner Wu doesn't have this idea! Looks like this money will ultimately end up in his hands!" When this was mentioned, everyone fell silent. This is an age of not fearing scarcity, but fearing inequality. Suddenly, a nouveau riche appeared among us, and everyone was somewhat unaccepting. Why should he get so much more than I do?"

"How much do you think Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi can get from helping Linlou? Although everyone is unwilling to think about this matter, it has already happened. If we don't talk about it, it's like swallowing a hundred mice - it's really uncomfortable. So after a moment of silence, someone still brought up this matter."

"They are only six or seven people in total. Even if Lin gets the biggest share, each person could still get several thousand to tens of thousands of dollars!" Someone has already done the math for this!

"Geez, they really went all out this time!" The sarcasm in this statement could pickle a hundred tons of cabbage, turning the office of the Tsinghua Architectural Design Institute into a Shanxi aged vinegar factory!

"Ten thousand dollars! How can I spend it all? I can go to Donglaishun for hot pot every day, and eat roast duck at Quanjude. I can never finish eating in my whole life!" This person is practically drooling as they speak.

"Hmph, no matter how much they offer, it's just helping us do their dirty work! Ah, young people nowadays, they can't focus on their jobs for a day without thinking solely about making money! Is this appropriate? I don't think so!" If this good opportunity had fallen into his lap, he might not even come to work and would take several months of sick leave.

"Xiao Xu and Xiao Li are usually too idle. There's so much work in the unit every day, and we can't handle it all by ourselves. Since they have developed some skills now, why not give them some more responsibility?" Yeah, so what if they're making big money? They still have to listen to me, right?"

I assigned them work that was completely justified! From now on, let them draw a picture every day and see if they still have time to make money outside! Some people are feeling indignant.

Haha, you guys can do this yourselves, I don't dare! That's tens of thousands of dollars! Do you guys know how much you can do with so much money these days? You don't need to give money to anyone. You know the leader is going abroad and wants to exchange some foreign currency, just exchange it fairly, that's a huge favor!

If any of you provoke Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi, and they take it to the leadership, the leaders may have a few words with the institution. Maybe you will have to retire early!

While everyone was pondering how to deal with Li Qingxi and the others, they heard footsteps and the hearty laughter of the leaders from the courtyard. Immediately, everyone fell silent and pretended to work diligently at their desks.

The office door opened, and Vice Dean Zheng Qiushi came in with Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi, saying reluctantly, "Oh, you are all promising young people in the college. Why are you leaving so soon?"

Huh? Leaving? Is this a transfer to another department? These guys are too lucky, right? First, they earned so many bonuses, and now they're getting a job transfer. Can't they leave some good things for others?

"We are also reluctant to leave, but there is a lot of work over at Xiaolin's place, we must rush out as soon as possible. There is no other way for us, we can only temporarily stop working! But rest assured, Tsinghua University is our home, as soon as things calm down, we will definitely come back!" Xu Jiaping held Director Zheng's hand and said affectionately.

Although he was speaking politely, Zheng Qiu Shi was still happy to hear it. "It's quite busy over there, and Commissioner Wu has also spoken. Since that's the case, I won't keep you here. Remember, Tsinghua University will always be your home. Whenever you want to come back, I will warmly welcome you!"

"Pack up your things first, I'm throwing a farewell party for you all tonight. Don't be absent!" Zheng Qiu Shi glanced around, seeing the shocked expressions of Zhang Yuandong and Bao Han, feeling annoyed. Why are the ones leaving not you slackers who only know how to drag your feet?

"Why are you still standing there? Xiaoxu and Xiaoli have already left, why aren't you helping out? Hurry up and tidy up!" Zheng Qiu Shi reprimanded without any politeness.

"No need, there's not much." Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi hurriedly declined, but since the leader had already spoken, how could they just sit still? So they had to get up and help clean up while hypocritically greeting.

"Both of you carry on with your tasks first, I will take Xiaojin and Xiaofeng over there! Remember to come to the farewell party tonight!" After saying that, Zheng Qiushi left.

The office became noisy again, "Xiao Xu, Xiao Li, are you planning to follow Lin Lou? You don't even want such a good job anymore?"

"It's easy to leave, but hard to come back. President Zheng was just being polite earlier. You should think carefully about it again!"

"Yeah, does Lin's building have positions? Do they have professional titles? Can they help solve the problems of the child's education and the wife's household registration? You guys are still young, you don't know the importance of these things. For such big matters, you have to listen to us, so you won't regret it in the future!" If Lin's building calls them over, they will definitely leave in a hurry. But since they aren't in a position to benefit, they can only pretend to have a good intention and try to make them make the wrong decision!"

Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi seemed to have not taken it seriously, which made someone even angrier. "Hey, not listening to the advice of the elderly will only result in losses right in front of your eyes! Linlou is already so old, do you not feel ashamed to follow him?"

Xu Jiaping was thoughtful and knew that these people were not happy, so he didn't bother with them. But Li Qingxi couldn't help it. These old guys had caused him a lot of trouble in the past. Now that he had finally escaped from the suffering, they were still being sarcastic. He no longer had to work under them, so why should he endure this frustration?

So she retorted without any reservation, "Haha, what's wrong with being young? My abilities speak for themselves! I've completed so many big projects in just over a year, unlike some people who have wasted decades! They only know how to sign their names on other people's designs! Following such people is what truly has no future!"

"What did you say?" The person who was challenged turned red in the face. He didn't expect Li Qingxi to dare to challenge back. He slammed the table in anger, "Young people nowadays are really too rude! They don't respect their elders at all!"

"Heh, that also depends on whether you have anything worthy of respect! Should I respect you for stealing other people's hard work, or should I respect you for stealing from the company..." Since they had come to this point, Li Qingxi did not hold back and let out all the resentment he had been holding in for a long time, revealing all the messy things he had done in the past.

"Xiao Li, what you're doing is not right..." Others began to try to intervene.

"What's going on! Are you all so free that you have nothing better to do? I asked for your help to clean up, but you ended up causing a ruckus instead? Let me tell you, when Xiaoli helped you with your work before, you could get away with picking on her. But now that she's leaving, you're still acting so weird and unpleasant!" Zheng Qiushi came back with a dark expression on his face.

He had originally wanted to handle this matter gracefully, leaving some good relations so that he could persuade them to come back in the future. Who would have expected that, just as he stepped out for a moment, these people would cause such a mess.

"Director, it's him..." the person who was just reprimanded tried to argue.

"If you have nothing else to do, either start drawing now, and I want to see your drawings before the end of the day, or go to the drawing library and dig out the old drawings to show off!" Zheng Qiu Shi didn't give him the chance at all.

"I..." The person thought about their drawing skills and immediately felt discouraged. I should just go get the paper!

"You guys should go too!" If it weren't for these people, Xiaoxu and Xiaoli wouldn't have been so easily persuaded by Linlou to take a leave of absence from work. It looks like I need to reassign them to a different job. Otherwise, they will still have to deal with them when new people join in the future!

Zheng Qiushi reluctantly let go of a few young people he had high hopes for, completing the procedures for them to take a leave of absence with pay. After the farewell party, these young teachers were free. From now on, they only needed to teach a few classes to the students in the Department of Architecture every week, and the rest of the time could be spent entirely on the Lin Building.

Linlou called them into the meeting room and held a brief meeting. "The money has already been delivered. Let me discuss its usage first. According to the management of architectural firms in Europe and America, it should be distributed in the following proportions... If no one has any objections, I will distribute the cash directly to everyone!"

After speaking, he opened the bag and revealed a large pile of crisp green banknotes. Several teachers quickly did some rough calculations based on what Lin had said, and were immediately shocked, "Earlier, we were thinking of buying a courtyard at most, but now, the combined total of our shares might only be enough to buy a small alley!"
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The current siheyuan doesn't cost much. The money they have together is enough to buy a small alley. When Li Qingxi said so, everyone became interested.

"Yeah, if we buy houses separately, it will be hard to handle many things, and if you renovate too high, the neighbors might have opinions! If we pool together, we won't have this kind of problem! We can also try some new methods of overall planning for the area! It's much more interesting than just renovating a single house!"

"Last time, Commissioner Wu mentioned that the design of this set of houses by Xiaolou could be used for the renovation of the old city, but it’s not easy to apply for such a project! We can definitely handle it ourselves! If we can do it well, not only will we have new houses, but it will also set an example for the renovation of the old city!"

The crowd grew more and more lively, and some even took out pen and paper to discuss specific ideas. After careful consideration, Xu Jiaping poured cold water on their enthusiasm, "But isn't it difficult to buy a whole alley now?"

Now everyone is silent. Yes, in recent years, although many properties have been returned, many traditional quadrangle courtyard houses have become private residences. These people occasionally sell their properties for reasons such as going abroad, but these transactions are extremely scattered. It's not easy to purchase an entire alley.

"There is still a chance, as everyone knows, in the old courtyard houses in Beijing, they were all gathered according to wealth and status. The rich lived with the rich, officials lived with officials, and ordinary people lived with ordinary people! Although this situation has changed after the founding of the nation, in recent years, there have still been tendencies in this aspect when returning property."

"In many hutongs, the residents are descendants of wealthy people before the liberation. These people have many connections overseas and more ideas and ways to go abroad than the average person. If we search carefully, we might really find a hutong like this; even if we can't buy the whole thing, we can start by buying a few sets first, and then slowly persuade other residents to switch houses. We should be able to free up an entire lane in this way!" Li Qingxi had an idea.

"This is a solution. If we are willing to offer US dollars, it will definitely entice a lot of people. Even if we don't leave the country, having these US dollars can help us accomplish a lot!" This gave everyone a new idea.

Hu Zhongping even thought of another way. "Qingxi reminded me that besides the Hutongs where wealthy families gather, there is also a whole Hutong where all the unit's workers live. Although we cannot directly negotiate with the residents for purchases, we can persuade their unit. The unit will definitely want US dollars."

"And now there's a saying, 'upstairs, downstairs, electric lights, and telephones', right? Building new buildings for them, replacing old courtyard houses, the leaders and employees will definitely love it!"

The approach is similar to what Lin used by exchanging the new office building for Mahler's villa. The company has obtained valuable foreign exchange, and the employees have got a better living environment. This is a win-win situation.

"This matter should be paid attention to for now. If we manage to acquire a whole alley, it would indeed be better than scattered distribution! In that case, we might be able to bring Councilor Wu's Juer Hutong out ahead of schedule, establish a model for the renovation of old buildings in the old city area, and preserve more of the old Beijing architectural style."

"The general direction of the Hong Kong Shanding Club has been set, so the next step is to work steadily. Everyone doesn't have to be so busy! It happens to be able to use the summer vacation to study this matter carefully!" Linlou was also intrigued.

"I'll first go to the school library to look up information on the old city area of Beijing, and then I'll slowly search in the hutongs! There are so many hutongs in Beijing, it's really difficult to find them without first checking the information."

"I will also ask a few people for help!" Yang Yanzhi is familiar with the situation in Beijing and has a wide social circle. It would definitely be more convenient to ask for his help than to directly inquire about the alleyways. In addition, Liu Tong is a leading cadre in Beijing and works in the office of the government. He has frequent contact with various units, so it would also be convenient to ask him to inquire about which unit is willing to exchange a siheyuan for a building.

"By the way, Mita, where do you plan to stay after graduation? Why not come to Beijing! We can live in the new house together," Li Qingxi said as she noticed that Lin Mita had been silent for a while, before remembering that he was not from Beijing.

"I..." Lin Mita opened his mouth and said from the bottom of his heart that he was still willing to come to Beijing to formally join the Lin building team because this team is full of vitality, and can also participate in international competitions, being able to access the most advanced international concepts, which is much better than the design institutes where he interned.

Nowadays, there is an emphasis on working in government agencies. If you go to work in a private company, you will definitely complain at home. Additionally, after graduation, it's not up to you where you want to work, as you have to follow the national unified allocation.

"I am willing to come, but I am afraid that my family will not agree, and there is also the issue of assignment! According to the assignment, I either have to return to my hometown or stay in Shanghai!" He voiced his concerns.

"This matter is not impossible to deal with. If you really want to come, I can help you figure it out. Didn't Commissioner Wu praise your strength in architectural structures last time? I will talk to Commissioner Wu and ask him to invite you to come to Tongji as a teacher. I don't think Shanghai will refuse Commissioner Wu's face!" Linlou said.

Nowadays, the vast majority of students have to follow the school's allocation, but it's not absolute. Some large organizations have their eyes on certain students and can determine it in advance. As for the reasons for their interest, whether it is the student's abilities or background, it's hard to say.

It shouldn't be too difficult for Wu, as a member of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference and as a representative of Tsinghua University, to request a graduate student to come to the school to teach. It should be completely feasible. When Lin Mita arrives at Tsinghua, it will be easier to arrange for her to also work part-time here.

"Hey, that's a good idea. Our department does have some capable teachers in teaching building structures!" Xu Jiaping slapped his thigh and said, "Several senior professors at the school are quite capable, but the young teachers are struggling to keep up. Otherwise, Linlou wouldn't have had to bring in outside help for structural work."

" I'm afraid Mitai's abilities are too outstanding, and Tongji might not be willing to let go of him!" Jin Qiuxiang joked, recalling how she almost couldn't come to Tsinghua for similar reasons back then.

"If other schools were asking for someone, things would be harder to say. However, it's different for Tsinghua University. Just think about it, if a student from Tongji University could come to Tsinghua University to be a teacher, wouldn't that mean that the structure of Tongji University is stronger than that of Tsinghua University? Just based on this, the leaders of Tongji University would also reluctantly cut ties!" Jin Qiu Xiang was still on the second floor, but Feng Shaoping could already see the third floor.

Upon hearing others praise her, Lin Mita couldn't help but blush and lower her head, but deep down she felt extremely pleased. The fact that her abilities were recognized by so many people truly made her proud.

"You becoming a teacher at Tsinghua, your family definitely wouldn't object. Then we can work on the project together, and you'll have both substance and prestige! But this is a big deal, so think about it carefully and discuss it with your family when you go back home! After we split the project funds, if you can come to Beijing, you can stay with us, otherwise, you can find an old western-style house in Shanghai! I'll help you arrange that then!"

"Even if we work in different companies in the future, can we still continue to collaborate?" Lin Lou is not in a hurry. In recent years, graduates still want to enter the National Design Institute, but it will be different in a few years.

Academician Cui Kai, after obtaining a master's degree in architecture from Tianjin University, only stayed at the Architectural Design Institute of the Ministry of Construction for one year before joining the Sino-foreign joint venture Hua Sen Architecture and Engineering Design Consulting Co., Ltd. So even if Linmita graduates and goes to other units, as long as this relationship exists, he will eventually be able to come back.

"If I could become a teacher at Tsinghua University, my family would definitely support me! Although Tongji University has a good reputation in the field of architecture, it is not as prestigious as Tsinghua in the minds of the general public. If I could become a teacher at Tsinghua, it would bring great honor to my family. They would be overjoyed, how could they possibly oppose it?"

"I'll go talk to Commissioner Wu about it." After arranging the construction drawings, Lin called twice before returning to school to talk to Commissioner Wu about both matters.

The committee member Wu didn't seem to care about the $100,000 matter. "It's great that you have such ideas. I also brought it up with some leaders in Beijing before, but due to tight budget and the inconvenience of relocation, there hasn't been much progress. If you are willing to fund it yourselves, then this matter will be much easier to handle."

"I will ask someone to pay attention to this situation and see if there are suitable targets there. As for Lin Mita, his performance in the Mountain Top Club project is indeed good, but I still want to talk to a few teachers about him. After all, introducing new teachers is not something that I can decide alone." Commissioner Wu said that his decision counts, but it is still better for Lin Mita to meet with several main leaders of the department first.

With the abilities he has demonstrated in the Hong Kong Peak Club project, he will definitely gain the trust of several leaders. By then, it will be much more convenient for him to come over.

"Okay, when do you think is the appropriate time? I will ask him to get ready!" Since Member Wu is willing to help, this matter is basically settled. The remaining issue is just to go through the process. Lin Mita still has a year left before graduating, so there is plenty of time to handle these matters. If we encounter any minor obstacles, we can just ask Xu Jiaping to come and handle it."

"A couple of days later! Wait for my notification about the specific time," Member Wu said after thinking about his schedule for the next few days.

After leaving the office of Member Wu, Lin went to the municipal government and talked to Liu Tong about the alley matter. The renovation of old city areas in Beijing is also a big problem faced by the municipal government. Lin is willing to give it a try, and the municipal government doesn't need to spend any money. Maybe they can even earn some foreign exchange. He naturally wouldn't object to such a good thing.

"I'll have someone help you look for information on this matter first. There should be something related to the situation you mentioned! The government department may not be willing to relocate naturally, but it's not a problem for factories and enterprises. Besides, the city government had already planned to relocate the enterprises in the old urban area to the outskirts in batches, which happens to be a good solution for the issue of Linlou."

After finishing the conversation with Liu Tong, Linlou waited near the government office for a while, and then Yang Yanzhi got off work. When he saw Linlou's Crown car, he was full of envy, thinking to himself, "Look at him, he hasn't even graduated yet, and he already has a house and a car."

"When are you getting married? Let me know in advance, I'll lend you this car as the wedding car, how about that?" Men always like cars! Linlou laughed after getting into the car.

"The crown used as a wedding car but still dropping the ball? The young people in our company get married and just ride a bicycle to bring the bride home!" You're really being overly critical! Nowadays, who can afford to hire a taxi for their wedding, let alone an imported Crown car?"

If I could sit with my bride in a flower-decorated crown car on my wedding day, how beautiful would that be! Just the thought of it makes Yang Yanzhi silly with laughter. However, after calming down, he still reluctantly refused Lin Lou's kind offer. It's a good idea, but if the leaders see it, it might not be appropriate. I need to be mindful of the influence.

"You are steady indeed!" With this kind of personality, your future prospects are boundless. As for marriage, during weekends off, it's okay to take your wife out to have some fun! Just remember to let me know in advance when the time comes!"

The Crown car drove around the city and picked up two classmates from Beijing at Yang Yan Zhi's dormitory. They went to a restaurant to eat and chat, discussing the matter. Naturally, Yang Yan Zhi readily agreed.

After dinner, they were sent back one by one. When Lin returned to the quadrangle, he saw that Li Qingxi and Feng Shaoping were still busy in front of the computer! Everyone's morale is very high at the moment.

Quickly, the final exam week of sophomore year has arrived. Lin no longer needs to take exams as he continues to work on the construction plans for the Fragrant Harbour Peak Club project in the courtyard every day. According to his estimate, the drawings will be completed by the time summer vacation starts. However, it is unknown whether the property owner will still have enough funds to realize this project by then.

However, according to the recent sensation caused by this project in Hong Kong, even if he doesn't want to do it, there will be other tycoons clamoring to do it? The design of the Lin Tower is different from Zaha's design. Zaha's design is too advanced, ordinary people can't understand it, while the feng shui in the Lin Tower proposal has fascinated those tycoons in Hong Kong, and everyone wants to seize this good feng shui.

After training at the Lin building, it's definitely not a problem for him to pass the exam with his roommates and classmates. So everyone is casually reviewing while talking about their plans for the summer vacation.

Ma Yong, Su Zhongming and Xing Ruhua plan to continue their internship at the railway department. Xing Ruhua's prospective mother-in-law came to greet them a few days ago.

Zheng Weiming, Huang Zhixiang, Wen Xuansi, and others are considering visiting several cities like Linlou did last summer vacation, to gain some inspiration and improve their skills.

"Anyway, you don't have to spend money on train tickets right now. It's good to go out and have a look. Let me give you a few phone numbers. Before you go, call them and ask for a dormitory at the school for you to stay in. That way, you'll just need enough money for meals and to buy paper and pens along the way!" After inquiring about their destination, Lin gave them several phone numbers.

Nowadays, this is how most people travel. Firstly, the economic situation of the common people is generally average. Secondly, there are not as many hotels and restaurants as there will be in the future. Therefore, when traveling to unfamiliar cities, the first choice is to seek help from acquaintances.

These are all young teachers that Linlou has known before. They have close correspondence with each other, and occasionally when someone comes to Beijing for business, Linlou will also entertain them well. Now asking them to take care of several classmates should not be a problem.

"The small building still has a big influence! I reckon you won't need to spend any money traveling across the country, right? We're really benefiting from the small building this time. When we come back in the summer vacation, I'll bring you delicious food from all over the place!" Wenxuan took down the phone number in his contact book, and Zheng Weiming, Huang Zhixiang, and others copied it down as well, leaving a copy in the courtyard.

If you happen to lose one, there are others in other places. If all are lost, you can call the caretakers Ma Yong and Xing Ruhua to ask! Nowadays, society is not very peaceful, especially when you are away from home. It's good to be prepared.

Even though Linlou is still a little worried, "Once the exam is over in a couple of days, I'll have Qibaocheng come over for a meal and have him talk to you about things to take note of when going out."

Qi Baocheng works in the railway department, and he understands more about these matters than Linlou! Nevertheless, people from various places are taking care of it, as long as one doesn't go to the wrong place, nothing will happen. Doing this is just a precaution.

"It's not that troublesome. Anyway, according to the current progress, the drawings for the summit club will be completed soon. We won't be busy during the summer vacation, so I might as well take them out! I also have the need to go out for inspiration!" Hu Zhongping took the initiative to take on the task of leading the team. Previously, he had to work in the design institute during the summer vacation, and secondly, he was not financially well-off, so he couldn't go out for inspiration.

He has already applied for unpaid leave from work. The school is also closed during the summer vacation, and money is not a problem. It would be such a waste not to take this great opportunity to go out and gain some experience.

He has already planned to use this summer vacation to accumulate more hand-drawn skills, and then connect the advanced concepts previously explained by Linlou to create a book on architectural hand-drawing.

"I also want to go to Jiangnan to see the gardens. If anyone is willing to go with me, sign up quickly!" Li Qingxi also had a similar idea.

"I also want to go to the northwest to see the ethnic architecture. If you're not afraid of the sand, I can take you with me!" Feng Shaoping raised his hand and said.

"I'll continue to run Linzhou. Besides, there needs to be someone here to help take care of things. It wouldn't be appropriate if there's no one to communicate with if there are any issues with the project!" Xu Jiaping and Jin Qiuxiang choose to stay behind.

Several roommates chose teachers to follow according to their own situation, while taking exams and looking forward to a summer outing. When they had one last exam to go, they also finished drawing the construction drawings for the mountain top club in Lin Building and asked Standard Chartered Bank to help deliver it to the client.

Just as Lin was considering when to book a flight to go home, Member Wu was gathering the teachers in the department to discuss an important task.

"The task this time is directly assigned to us by the country, and at the same time, such a large-scale public building design is also a rare opportunity for you to exercise, so be sure to seize it! Does anyone want to volunteer?"
Chapter 345 Assistance Project

"What project?" As soon as they heard the words "large public buildings," the teachers at the scene became excited. This is the best field for architects to demonstrate their expertise.

Classification of buildings is based on their functional usage, which includes residential buildings, public buildings, industrial buildings, and agricultural buildings. Industrial and agricultural buildings mainly focus on functionality and often do not consider artistic aspects.

Residential buildings can be divided into residential buildings and dormitory buildings, both of which are primarily practical. Of course, high-end residential buildings such as villas are exceptions. There have been many classic villa projects in the history of architecture, such as Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater and Mies van der Rohe's Farnsworth House.

This is because compared to ordinary residential buildings, villas and other high-end residences have a higher per capita usage area, and the economic ability of the owners is relatively strong. At the same time, there is a certain demand for functions outside of the living area, which allows architects to have greater room for creativity and create more artistic architectural works.

If it's changed to a dense residential project, Party A's focus would be on economic benefits. In this case, any increase in costs would be strongly opposed by Party A. At this point, not to mention artistic aspects or other factors, even the basic quality of the housing layout may not be guaranteed.

Public buildings include educational buildings, office buildings, research buildings, commercial buildings, financial buildings, entertainment buildings, medical buildings, sports buildings, transportation buildings, civil administration buildings, judicial buildings, religious buildings, communication buildings, garden buildings, and commemorative buildings.

These categories all have greater potential than residential, industrial, and agricultural buildings, especially entertainment buildings, sports buildings, transportation buildings, religious buildings, garden buildings, and commemorative buildings.

In the 1950s, Beijing once selected the top ten buildings, which eventually included the Great Hall of the People, the National Museum of China and the China Revolution Museum (both museums located in the same building, now known as the National Museum of China), the Military Museum of the Chinese People's Revolution, the Nationalities Cultural Palace, the Nationalities Hotel, Diaoyutai State Guesthouse, Overseas Chinese Building (which has been demolished and rebuilt), Beijing Railway Station, the National Agricultural Exhibition Center, and the Beijing Workers' Stadium.

Inside these buildings, the Great Hall of the People, the National Museum of China, the Museum of the Chinese Revolution, the Military Museum of the Chinese People's Revolution, the National Art Museum, and the China Agriculture Museum belong to cultural and recreational buildings.

The Minzu Hotel, Diaoyutai State Guesthouse, and Overseas Chinese Building are commercial buildings; the Beijing Railway Station is a transportation building; the Beijing Workers' Stadium is a sports building; all ten buildings belong to the category of public buildings without exception.

Similarly abroad, from Le Corbusier and Mies van der Rohe to Louis Kahn and I.M. Pei, to Kenzo Tange and Arata Isozaki, these world-renowned architectural masters are also known for their public buildings.

Why are public buildings more likely to achieve classic status than other types of buildings? Firstly, in most cases, public buildings require higher investment compared to residential buildings of similar scale, leading to a higher likelihood of achieving classic status due to the larger expenditure.

Secondly, the spatial composition, functional zoning, crowd organization and evacuation, as well as the measurement, shape, and physical environment of public buildings are more complex than residential buildings. This places higher demands on architects and leads to the preference of architectural masters for such projects. Not only do they bring new challenges, but they can also yield more substantial design fees.

Third, large public buildings are often a city's landmark. When the first party decides to construct these public buildings, besides functional needs, there are also cultural and other requirements, not just practicality, giving architects greater room for creativity.

Architects carefully study the local cultural background and many other factors, and then try to distinguish it from similar buildings in other cities. It is not a problem for residential buildings in various places to be similar, but if the museums in different cities are the same, it will surely be ridiculed.

A more ample budget, greater room for creativity, higher design challenges, more lucrative income, and easier fame are some of the factors that make public architecture almost every architect's desired project.

Furthermore, what Commissioner Wu just mentioned was large-scale public buildings. While classic designs can also be found in small buildings, there is no doubt that it is easier to achieve in large-scale buildings. In addition, due to economic development, there are not many large public buildings approved in the country at present. Even if there are, they are often entrusted to experienced architects like Commissioner Wu.

I didn't expect such a big opportunity to design a large public building to fall from the sky today. Who could resist it?

So everyone asked one question after another, "What specific project is it? Where is it going to be built? Are there any requirements for the designer? Commissioner Wu, you have to count me in this time, even if it's just to assist!"

But some people are also puzzled, do we have the qualifications to undertake such a project? Even if Commissioner Wu is unavailable, there are other architectural design masters in the country, why would they come to us?

Soon, Commissioner Wu revealed the answer, "This mission will be carried out abroad. Recently, the Foreign Affairs Department has reached an agreement with the African country of Uludi to help design and construct a sports stadium. The construction will be handled by the China State Construction Engineering Corporation (CSCEC), and the design task has been entrusted to us!"

"Oh? Africa?" Everyone was excited when they heard about going abroad, but the mention of Africa caused their excitement to wane collectively. Nowadays, going abroad may be a good thing, but the destination country matters. Going to the US, France, or Japan is definitely sought after, while Eastern Europe, South America, and Middle Eastern countries are also acceptable. Although not as developed as Western countries, it's still an opportunity to broaden one's horizons.

Let's forget about Africa! It's much poorer than China, what's there to see? If I want to see a poor place, I can just go back to my hometown, why bother with the trouble?

Moreover, it's not just being poor, but Africa is not only poor but also extremely chaotic. There are wars happening every day. It's not worth going there and risking one's life.

There are a few people who have a little understanding of Africa and ask with a glimmer of hope, "Commissioner Wu? What kind of country is Uludi?"

Africa actually has some pretty good countries. South Africa at the southern tip is quite wealthy, and there's also Egypt and Libya in the north, which are decent. It wouldn't be too bad to visit countries like these.

However, such a country should not need China's help in construction, right? In that case, countries like Tanzania would also work. They may be poor, but they have a good relationship with China and a relatively stable situation. Going there to work hard for a few months can earn a good amount of foreign exchange assistance, which can be used to buy some imported appliances for the family upon returning.

And the opportunity to design a sports stadium is also very rare. If I stay in the country, when will it be my turn? This will be a valuable experience and a great honor in the future. Maybe it will even help me elevate my professional title and level when I return.

Unfortunately, the following information once again disappointed them. Commissioner Wu was also unaware of the situation in Uludi, but this time there were staff members from the foreign affairs department attending the meeting, and Sun Zujie, who works in the African department, explained the situation in Uludi on his behalf.

"Uganda is located in the central and eastern part of Africa, south of the equator, and is bordered by Lake Victoria. It has numerous plateaus and mountains, with the majority of the country consisting of the eastern highlands of the East African Rift. The average elevation of the country is 1,600 meters, with a land area of approximately 27,000 square kilometers. It is surrounded by other countries on all sides and does not have a coastline."

This place doesn’t sound good. After only hearing a small amount, everyone started to lose interest. They don’t understand Africa, but based on the situation in China, the mountainous areas must be poor.

"In history, Burundi was successively colonized by countries such as Britain, Germany, and Belgium, until it gained independence in 1962. Shortly after independence, it established diplomatic relations with our country. In the mid-1960s, there were some minor setbacks due to changes in the domestic political situation in Burundi, but normalcy was quickly restored, and it has since maintained friendly exchanges with our country!"

This is also normal. If they are not friendly, who would bother to help their country with aid? Everyone nodded silently and continued to listen to Sun Zujie's story; consider it as listening to a story, so that there will be more topics to boast about when you go back.

"The total population of Uludi is approximately around six million, composed of three tribes: Hutu, Tutsi, and Twa. The official languages are Uludi and French, and the majority of residents practice Catholicism and Christianity..."

"Due to its small size, large population, limited resources, and lack of seaports, the economic development of Uruddi faces difficulties. It is recognized as one of the world's least developed countries by the United Nations, with the local residents' income being less than one-fifth of ours."

How can we live on such a small income? I feel like we are already quite poor in China, and yet there are still so many countries poorer than us? Well, this time I'm definitely not going!

"Besides the natural conditions, the ethnic conflicts in Urudi are severe, and there are frequent bloodshed conflicts between tribes. At the same time, various epidemics break out frequently, further leading to the deterioration of the country's economic environment..." As Sun Zujie spoke, he clearly saw that the expressions of the teachers in the audience were not right, so he quickly picked up a more pleasant topic.

"However, in recent years, the situation has improved, and the political situation has been increasingly stable. In addition, bananas, coffee, tea, and fish produced in Urudi are quite famous. The local natural scenery is also unique, attracting many tourists from developed countries in Europe and America to visit. But now it's too late to talk about these."

And these things are not very appealing to the Chinese. Some teachers have already begun muttering, "Haha, can African tea compete with West Lake Longjing? I can't get used to this coffee. Bananas and fish are good, but we can't bring them back from so far away, they'll probably go bad on the way."

The political situation is unstable, with frequent wars and infectious diseases, and the economy is underdeveloped. Whoever wants to go can go, but I definitely won't volunteer to go.

"Comrades, foreign aid is an important form of fulfilling our country's international obligations. Since the 1950s, our country has carried out a series of aid projects in countries such as Mongolia, Vietnam, Cambodia, North Korea, Nepal, Yemen, and Albania, producing outstanding architects such as Gong Deshun and Li Changhao..." Seeing that it was impossible to move Uludai with the situation, Sun Zu Jie had to talk about honor.

"Comrade Gong Deshun's name should be familiar to you. He has won international awards for designing the Ulaanbaatar Department Store and the monument at Guabalichong Beach. After returning to China, he was received by several leaders. Today, he holds important positions such as the Director of the Design Institute of the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development and the Secretary General of the China Construction Society." emphasized Minister Wu.

The country will definitely not let you work in vain. Look at Director Gong, he got promoted so quickly thanks to his frequent trips abroad for aid and his contributions to the country. If you go out this time, you will be just like him.

Well, this is definitely a good thing, but you need to come back alive. Director Gong went to Mongolia and Cuba in the past, they were indeed underdeveloped, but there was no turmoil and no epidemics. Moreover, Mongolia is adjacent to China, and Cuba is a socialist country, so he could return in case of any situation.

Urudiko is different. Didn't I just say that there isn't even a seaport there? If something happens, there's nowhere to escape to. If you get sick, you definitely won't be able to come back in a short period of time. I won't go, I won't go. Let whoever wants to take that position go. My life is more important.

Everyone is actually willing to contribute to the country, but the situation in Uruddi is really terrible. If the higher-ups specifically ask me to go, I can't refuse, but now that I volunteered, it seems like I should give others a chance to perform!

The members Wu and Sun eagerly looked at everyone, hoping someone would step forward voluntarily. Some were willing, but either they were too old and in poor health, making Wu worry about their well-being outside, or they were too young and lacked the necessary design experience for large public buildings, making them afraid they wouldn't be able to complete the task.

As for those experienced and skilled teachers, they are still hesitating. Even if they stay in China, they have a bright future, so it seems unnecessary for them to take the risk of going to Africa.

Commissioner Wu still wanted to say something, but suddenly someone raised their hand and said, "Commissioner Wu, I think there is someone who is quite suitable, but he is not here today!"

"Oh? Who are you talking about?" Sun Zu Jie immediately asked.

Hehe, Linlou, don't you like to go out for a stroll? Last time you came back so stylish from Hong Kong, how about I give you another chance to look stylish this time? A certain teacher who wanted to participate in the international architectural design competition in Hong Kong last time, but was reluctant to pay the registration fee, stood up and said seriously.

"I just heard Director Sun saying that the official language in Urudi is French, right? Our department's Lin has specialized in learning French, so he can go and communicate with the local officials! I actually wanted to go, but unfortunately I only know English, so I can't communicate with the people there! Also, Lin just won a major prize in the international architectural design competition. If we send such excellent talent there, the Urudi government will definitely feel that we value this project!"

"Oh? Tsinghua University really has a lot of talented people! This kind of talent is exactly what we need!" Sun Zu Jie immediately became happy upon hearing this. He is proficient in French and has high-level architectural design skills. It feels like he is specially prepared for this project. "Where is Professor Lin now? Why didn't you call him to join the meeting together?"

Sun Zujie had just returned from an overseas diplomatic mission in Africa and was still unaware of the situation at Lin Tower, mistaking him for a young professor in the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University.

"Uh, Director Sun, you've misunderstood. Lin Lou is not a teacher! He's only a sophomore this year! It's not quite appropriate to let him participate in such an important foreign affair, isn't it?" Commissioner Wu isn't reluctant to let Lin Lou go to Africa, but he thinks it's better to have someone more mature to attend foreign affairs activities. Lin Lou is still too young."

"Can a sophomore student win a major international architecture design competition?" Sun Zu Jie became even more curious about Lin Lou and hurriedly inquired about his situation. Commissioner Wu had no choice but to explain one by one.

After listening, Sun Zu Jie frowned and considered for a moment before asking, "Commissioner Wu, in your opinion, does Linlou have the ability to complete this project?"

"The sports stadium complex was not designed before, but looking at the projects such as the Xiangshan Hotel, Houku Middle School Academic Building, Shanghai Communist Youth League office building, Linzhou University Library, and the winning project Xiangjiang Club on the Xiangshan Peak, it seems that Xiao Lin's foundation is quite solid. After some specific preparation, completing the design of the sports stadium should not be a problem."

"He's just a little too young. If we send a architect who's not even 20 to help them with their country's design, the Urudi side will definitely think that we are underestimating them, won't they?"

"This won't be a problem. People in Africa can't tell our age. If we don't say anything, they won't know!" Sun Zu Jie started to seriously consider this candidate. Being young means good physical health and a lower chance of getting sick, and knowing French means it will be easier to communicate with the local government."

Nowadays, there is a shortage of foreign affairs talents who are proficient in foreign languages. At the same time, the Chinese Embassy in Uru.rdi has a relatively small scale and a shortage of staff. There is only one French translator who is responsible for the external communication of the entire embassy. With such a heavy workload, there is barely enough time to spare for the primary responsibilities, let alone to serve as a translator for architects. It would be perfect to have an architect who is fluent in French.

"Wu delegate, I have already conveyed the message that I should. I think for such a big matter, everyone definitely needs to consider it carefully! How about this - you arrange for someone to take me over to have a chat with that classmate Lin Lou, and let's hear his opinions first!" Sun Zu Jie had already made up his mind to have Lin Lou join this project.

Even if he can't serve as the chief architect, let him go to Urudi and work as a translator for other architects!

Commissioner Wu naturally could not refuse, so he announced the end of the meeting and asked everyone to consider the matter carefully. Then he sent his secretary with Sun Zuojie to find Lin Lou.

The secretary took Sun Zu Jie out of the school. Sun Zu Jie was very curious and asked why Lin Lou wasn't inside the school. The secretary explained to him, and Sun Zu Jie became more confident. Even the tycoons in Hong Kong are seeking him for design work, so it's not a problem at all. Speaking of money, those tycoons are much richer than the government of Uludhi.

"Linlou, this is Director Sun from the Foreign Affairs Department. He wants to talk to you about something." When they arrived at the courtyard, the secretary introduced Sun Zujie to Linlou.
Chapter 346: Going to Africa

"Comrade Linlou, hello!" Although Sun Zuojie already knew Linlou's age, seeing him in person still surprised him. Could such a young student shoulder such a heavy responsibility?

So he didn't immediately explain his intention, but instead proposed to look at the previous design works of Lin Building. Although Lin Building was a bit puzzled, he did not refuse and brought him to the office, and showed him the previous project's renderings one by one.

Sun Zu Jie flipped through Linlou's designs and was stunned when he saw the design for the Xiangjiang Mountain Top Club. "This is your award-winning design? Is there any building like this even in the United States?"

"Xiaolou beat more than 1,700 participants worldwide to win this award. It's impossible to achieve this without some real skills!" Wu's secretary seized the opportunity to promote the glorious achievements of their school, "After returning, Xiaolou also appeared on the prime time news of China Central Television."

"Hourly news?" Upon hearing this, Sun Zu Jie felt even more at ease. Being able to present the hourly news meant that he had the backing from higher-ups. Even if there were some minor mistakes in the future, he wouldn't be held accountable for them.

"Let's have a seat and talk!" Sitting down on the sofa, Sun Zu Jie began to discuss the matter with Lin Lou, "Lin Lou, my friend, it's like this, our department has recently encountered an issue...."

He mentioned the plan to build a stadium for Uludi in China, "...That's the situation. I don't know if you can design a stadium. Are you willing to take on this task?"

"The stadium? Shouldn't be a problem!" For architects, a stadium is just a building with a particular function. Zaha designed the main stadium for the Qatar World Cup and the main venue for the Tokyo Olympics. Kenzo Tange also designed a stadium for the first Tokyo Olympics. Herzog and de Meuron designed the Bird's Nest for the Beijing Olympics.

"The conditions over in Africa are still very difficult. Although you don't need to be there to oversee the project throughout, it will still take some time from the initial negotiations to the confirmation of the intention plan. Do you have any questions on your end? But you don't need to worry too much. Although Ulundi is a bit poor, it's not as chaotic as some other African countries. Otherwise, we wouldn't be doing aid projects at this time!"

To avoid worrying Linlou, Sun Zujie took the time to explain the situation in the country of Uruudi to him. Linlou really had no impression of this country; Uruudi's presence in the international community is really weak.

Not as frequently shining in the World Cup as Nigeria and Cameroon; not as rich in tourist resources as Madagascar and Kenya; nor does it have the natural resources and political figures like Libya and South Africa.

However, in a sense, this is not necessarily a bad thing. The lack of attention means there is not much news worth publicizing in this country. In other words, there are no intense political conflicts, the overall environment is still stable, and, as Sun Zujie just mentioned, at least we do not have to worry about not being able to return once we go.

"If we go, when should we go and how?" Lin Lou was somewhat tempted, just like the teachers earlier. It's a rare opportunity to design a sports stadium. If he stays in China, who knows when he will get a chance. But now, if he agrees to go to Africa, he can start immediately.

"One month later, we need some time to communicate with the Urudi side. Also, before setting off, we need to provide you with some basic diplomatic training and vaccinations." Sun Zu Jie replied.

Hmm, going to Africa to administer vaccines, Linlou understood this clearly. After thinking for a moment, he continued to ask, "There should be others accompanying, right? Such a big project, I can't do it alone."

"If you decide to go, let me know what kind of person you need and I'll make a list for you to coordinate. Of course, if you have alternative options, as long as they pass the review and physical examination, it's also fine." It seems like he really wants to go, Sun ZuJie thought to himself, feeling quite pleased. This is great.

"Can I have a few days to think about it?" Lin Lou had already made up his mind to go, but he also wanted to ask for the opinions of Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi. It's best to ask this privately. If he were to ask in front of Sun Zujie and Secretary Wu, even if they wanted to refuse, they might not feel comfortable saying it out loud.

"No problem! I will have someone send you some information on the Ulu Di area later. Take a look at it first and then we'll talk. I'll come to see you again in a few days!" Sun Zu Jie also understood that such a big matter definitely couldn't be decided in a short time, so he readily agreed, excused himself, and left.

"Xiaolou, are you planning to go to Africa?" Sun Zuojie had just left, and Xu Jiaping, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and others surrounded him, looking worried.

"I do have this idea. This is a stadium, after all! How often will we get such an opportunity? It would be a great regret to miss out! As long as I seize this opportunity, in the future when new stadiums are built domestically, they will surely consider hiring me, right? And going outside to see and experience different architectural cultures is also a way for me to improve!"

Africa lacks the modern architecture of Europe and America, but it does have its own architectural culture. Not to mention the famous pyramids, the traditional architecture of various tribes also has its own unique characteristics. Maybe a visit there could spark some new inspiration.

Since the 1980s, China has increased its efforts in foreign aid and has also cultivated a number of excellent architects and architectural works. Academician Cheng Taining designed the National Theatre of Ghana and the Parliament House of Mali, while Academician Wei Dunshan designed the Cairo International Conference Center. In addition, there are many other works such as the Cameroon Cultural Palace, the Tunisian House of Youth, the National Theatre of Myanmar, the Government Office Building of Sierra Leone, and the Conference Hall of Vanuatu.

These projects have honed the abilities of the designers and also earned them honors. The National Theatre of Ghana and the Parliament Building of the Republic of Mali, designed by Academician Cheng Taining, were selected for the "Masterpieces of 20th Century World Architecture" by the International Union of Architects (UIA). In recognition of Academician Wei Dunshan's outstanding contribution to the Cairo International Conference Center project, the Egyptian side awarded him a medal personally by President Mubarak to express gratitude.

Considering the experiences of these two academicians and the rare opportunity for exercise, Lin Lou decided to take on this task. "I am young and in good physical condition, and I also speak French, which makes it convenient to communicate with the locals, so I plan to give it a try."

"But the situation in Africa is not very stable! I heard it's very chaotic there, what if..." several teachers wanted to advise.

However, Lin Lou was stopped by a single sentence, "Since our country has promised them, we must send someone over. If I don't go, someone else will. Most of the architects who are capable of designing sports stadiums in our country are old, and probably don't speak French. If I go, it might turn out better."

Yes, someone must go on this mission. We can't let Linlou go. Are we going to let those old, gray-haired architects go instead? That wouldn't be justifiable.

"If I didn't have the ability, it would be understandable, but since I do, I should also share some responsibilities for the elderly. Sooner or later, we will have to take over the heavy burden from the elderly. This is true in any field. If you don't want to take on responsibilities and only want to reap benefits, how can such a person go far?"

"Xiaolou's understanding is higher than several of us teachers! If you don't mind, please take me with you! I'm in good health and can help you out without any problems!" Li Qingxi also felt moved.

"I'll go instead. We don't need to build a garden in the stadium anyway. What are you going to do!" Stimulated by both of them, Feng Shaoping also jumped in to compete with them.

"Why don't we need it? A lone stadium standing there by itself, does it look good? There should be some greenery and landscaping around it, right? Leave that to me!" Li Qingxi insisted.

"I'm going too! I'm also very interested in the structure of the stadium. This is also a rare opportunity for me to exercise!" Lin Mita is also here today, we are all young people, and he is also full of passion to contribute to the country."

"I'm here, too."

"I'll join in too!" Xu Jiaping, Hu Zhongping, Jin Qiuxiang, and others successively expressed their willingness to participate. Some wanted to contribute to the country, some wanted to follow Linlou closely, and some wanted to take advantage of this opportunity to improve their professional skills. None of them were left out.

Linlou was also quite moved. It seems that I have found the right person. After getting familiar for so long, they have placed full trust in me. This team has truly come together.

"Everyone, let's not rush. Such a big matter needs to be discussed with our families. Those who need to go back and discuss should do so, and those who need to make phone calls should do that... Actually, we don't need so many people to go out this time. Teacher Jin, you don't need to go for now, and we can handle the water and electricity matters without going to the site."

"Mr. Xu, you also need to keep an eye on the progress of Linzhou University and Hong Kong. There must be a few people left here to watch over things. The same goes for Shanghai. Mita, don't worry for now. After I bring back the materials, there will be things for you to do..."

The ones who are selected felt proud, while the ones who are excluded are unhappy. Linlou consoled and persuaded them, "Okay, okay, it's not like we're only going this once. We will definitely go again in the future, and then we can switch places."

This calmed everyone down, and then Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping, and Feng Shaoping quickly went back to discuss with their families. Lin Lou also picked up the phone and dialed Lin Shengbin.

"Xiaolou, are you on summer vacation yet? When are you coming back? The news media in Haidong Province and Nanjiang City are still talking about interviewing you! If you find it troublesome, I won't tell them."

"Um, I can go back in two days!" Anyway, going to Africa is still a month away, and I can definitely go home for a bit and then go to the United States.

After exchanging greetings, Linlou began discussing business matters. He elaborated on the arrangements Sun Zu Jie had proposed to him, "......After considering it, I believe this is an important diplomatic mission and a great opportunity for advancement. So, I would like to agree with Director Sun and accompany him to Uludi. I hope you and my mother can support this decision."

"This is going to Africa!" When Lin Lou went to the United States and Hong Kong before, Lin Shengbin didn't say anything because these two places are relatively developed. But Africa... Lin Shengbin still has the concept of the Third World in his mind. In his impression, this continent is always associated with poverty, hunger, and war. Can he really feel at ease sending his own child to such a place?

"Director Sun has already said that although Wurudi is a bit poor, the political situation is relatively stable. Besides, we usually stay inside the embassy and won't have any problems! If you're still worried, I can ask my brother to gather some information about Wurudi and let him explain it to you!" Lin understood what Lin Shengbin was thinking. How could parents not worry when their children go to such places?

He talked for quite a while, and it was only after Lin Lou hung up the phone that Lin Shengbin sat in his office for a while before getting up and going to the neighboring office to inquire, "Help me find information on the African country of Uludi, and see if our bureau has it? If not, then go find someone from the foreign affairs department to help!"

"Uru-Di?" is there such a country in the world? Where can I find information about it? Everyone is a bit puzzled, but since the leader has spoken, we certainly have to do it!

"Okay, I'll go to the information room right away! Linchu, this time, are we dealing with African foreign trade business?" Someone immediately agreed and asked.

"Just get to know about it first!" Lin Shengbin did not tell the truth. It's not that he was embarrassed to say that he was handling private matters for himself, but if he said that he was handling private matters, these people would definitely be more attentive. He just didn't want Lin Lou to go over. If he disclosed the news in advance and Lin Lou didn't go in the end, it wouldn't be very good.

After finishing the conversation with Lin Shengbin, Lin Qiao called him again, "Brother, there might be some changes to my schedule in the US due to some things happening in the country, so I'll have to move up the date. I'll try to go over next week... By the way, can you help me gather some information about Urudi? The country has a recent aid project, and they want to build a stadium in Urudi. I'm thinking of taking on this task!"

"Africa? That place can be a bit chaotic! Let me help you find it! You shouldn't go if it's not safe!" Lin Qiao is much more efficient in finding out things than Lin Shengbin.

He asked someone to find a professor specializing in African political situations at the Stanford international relations program and obtained some information from him. The information indicated that the situation in Ulundi was relatively stable, which put his mind at ease.

Called home as Linlou said, and told Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying about the situation in Uruddy. They were finally a little relieved, as long as everything was in order. They weren't afraid of poverty, even the embassy wouldn't go hungry, would it?

The process of communication between Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping and their families was similar. When their families heard that they were going to Africa, they instinctively felt worried. However, after reading the information provided by Sun Zuojie, they also considered the importance of this national task, so they all expressed their understanding, "Since it's a national task, you should go. Don't worry about us at home, we've got you!"

"Okay, since everyone is ready, let's go together to report to Director Sun!" Lin Lou expressed their intention to go to Sun Zujie.

Sun Zuojie shook hands enthusiastically, "Oh, Comrade Xiaolin, Teacher Feng, Teacher Li, and Teacher Hu, you have been a great help! On behalf of the country, I thank you all!"

Director Sun, you're being too polite. We're only going for a month, but you could stay in Africa all year round! Speaking of hard work, Director Sun Zujie works much harder than us.

"You guys fill out a few forms first, and I'll have someone help you with the procedures!" Sun Zujie immediately called someone over to arrange it.

After filling out the form, Lin asked, "How is the schedule for the trip? You mentioned last time that you would depart next month, has there been any change?"

"Do you all have things to do? It's okay, take care of your own matters first, and come for training and vaccine injection one week in advance! By the way, what do you need to do? Let me know if I can help." They had solved their big trouble, and Sun Zujie also wanted to help them with something.

"No need, it's just a minor issue. A few of us are taking students out for an outing. Xiao Lou has some personal matters... We promise to come back and report on time."

"I'm going to the United States to visit my brother... It's okay, I've taken care of all the procedures." After each of them had stated their situation, Sun Zu Jie insisted on treating them to a meal before letting them go back.

After returning, Lin Lou again found Lin Sheng and said, "I'll be going home in a couple of days. Do you want to come with me?" He has been away for half a year and must also miss home, right?

Lin Sheng was a little moved, but he shook his head slowly, "There are many things going on at the factory, I can't leave for now. I'll come back for the Chinese New Year... Xiao Lou, can you help me bring something back?"

Lin Lou agreed and the next morning, Lin Sheng brought a bunch of things. Among them were clothes for the family, local specialties from Beijing, pens, notebooks, and study materials for his younger brother. Afterward, he handed an envelope to Lin Lou, "Brother Lou, this is the money I've saved up in the past few months. Please take it back with you!"

Lin counted and said, "Xiaosheng, I'm afraid all your salary for the past few months is spent here, isn't it? Haven't you saved some for yourself?"

"The factory provides food and accommodation, so why would I need money? Besides, the salary will be issued in a few days!" Like many others who work away from home, Lin Sheng is reluctant to spend money and saves it all for his family.

He probably won't listen to advice. Maybe things will get better in a couple of years when his younger brother gets into college and his salary increases. Lin carefully counts the money in front of him and puts it in his bag.

In the afternoon, the Crown car of Otak Corporation's Chinese branch parked at the entrance of the quadrangle, picked up Mr. Lin and headed to the airport, boarding a direct flight to Nanjiang City.

After a few hours of flight, the plane landed at Nanjiang Airport. I took a taxi home, and shortly after, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying also came back and hurriedly cleaned up to cook for him.

"Hey, I've always thought you were a troublemaker, but I never imagined that after stirring up trouble in the United States and Hong Kong, you're now even causing trouble in Africa!" At the dinner table, they naturally showed great concern and offered countless reminders.

Lin Lou rested at home for two days. Taking advantage of the fact that the reporters had not yet arrived, he quickly ran back to his hometown to hide. He personally handed over Lin Sheng's belongings to his family. After Lin Sheng's parents received the money, they were very surprised. They had not expected that Lin Sheng would be able to earn so much money now!

After staying with my grandparents at home for a few days, Lin Lou left again, boarded a plane, and flew to the United States to meet up with Lin Qiao.
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"Ling, I really miss you so much. You should drop out of school and join our team!" After the plane landed at San Francisco airport, John Walker and others came to greet and gave a warm hug as soon as they met.

"No, no, my dream has not changed. I still want to be an architect, not a businessman!" Linlou refused with a smile, and this kind of conversation repeated almost every time they met.

John Walker shrugged helplessly. He understood Lin Lou's thoughts, as he was no different himself. In essence, they were of the same kind. John Walker cared more about technology than commercial profit. Fortunately, there were business talents like Awar Green in the team. Coupled with Lin Lou's marketing strategies, it was possible for the company to develop smoothly.

"When you go back this time, I'll go with you! It's been half a year since I came out, I should go back and take a look!" Nowadays, Lin Qiao has achieved financial freedom, and the cost of the plane ticket for him to return to China is nothing at all. If it weren't for the fact that Autek Company is at a critical stage of development, he might be able to go back every month."

Back in Silicon Valley, we started with a party to celebrate. This time, the party attracted more venture capital companies. The new version of CAD is more popular with consumers than the previous version. Small companies that saw the rapid development of Autodesk and wanted to join the CAD software development industry were completely defeated.

Now, Outeck Company has occupied nearly half of the American market, and its influence is not limited to the field of architectural design. It has even begun to extend its influence into many other areas such as home decoration design, landscape design, advertising design, and the research and development department is also trying to enter other fields such as industrial design. The future looks very promising.

This is definitely a great project in the eyes of the venture capital company. Unfortunately, Outec's cash flow is very stable at the moment, so it does not need to introduce external funds yet. We can only wait and see if there is an opportunity before it goes public!

Nevertheless, venture capital firms are unwilling to miss this opportunity. They all know that once Autotech company goes public, it will definitely bring lucrative returns for shareholders. Therefore, they are like flies buzzing around Autotech, attempting to establish closer relationships with the company in order to gain a share of the power.

"Yes, yes, we will definitely go public, but we have not made a final decision on the timing of the IPO yet," Autoc company continues to release various news in order to attract more venture capital and financial companies to come, so as to select more powerful and suitable partners for themselves.

After the party, Lin Lou started adjusting to the time difference and rested early. The next day, he became busy and first gave speeches at several schools in the Bay Area, using the example of the Victoria Peak Club in Hong Kong to showcase his architectural design concepts to professionals in the American construction industry, while also elaborating on the promising prospects of CAD software in the field of architecture.

Then a special architectural academic conference was held, at which a similar speech was presented. Due to the praise from renowned architects like Jizaki, many key figures in the American architecture industry were attracted to attend. The design of the mountain top club also greatly amazed them. They did not expect such forward-thinking design to emerge from a Chinese architect.

Moreover, he is still so young. In the field of architecture in the United States, most practitioners of Linlou's age are still studying in school, while Linlou, although also studying at university, has already won major awards in high-profile international architectural design competitions. American students are still struggling with homework assigned by their teachers.

These speeches have made Lin Lou's reputation in the American architecture community even more prominent. Although not everyone fully agrees with Lin Lou's architectural ideas, they cannot ignore the fact that he is a highly skilled and forward-thinking architect.

At the same time, the influence of CAD is gradually expanding, and several nearby universities have begun to seriously consider whether to add CAD software technology to their teaching curriculum. Even the most conservative architects at the meeting were impressed by the high efficiency of CAD software.

Outeck's promotional activities have been very successful, and the sales of the new version of CAD have surged again. This makes Avalon-Green want to send Linlou to Europe and Japan to give a few more speeches. The American market has already been deeply explored, and there is still a lot of untapped potential in these two major markets waiting to be filled.

Unfortunately, Linlou has to go to Africa for a project, so he doesn't have the time. They can only look for spokespersons locally in Europe and Japan. Linlou recommended his new friends Zaha and Ishizaki Shin, whose connections have been strengthened. Zaha's mountain top club has also caused quite a stir in Europe, while Ishizaki Shin has long been a renowned master. Their involvement will surely be very effective.

After the speech, Lin rested for two days and then resumed work. This time, he was not working for Otak Corporation, but instead went to American universities and research institutions to learn about the urbanization process and urban planning history in the United States, in order to provide theoretical and data support for his own views.

The problems that Beijing and other Chinese cities may encounter in future development planning are well known to most urban planners. However, convincing the planning committee and even higher-level city managers to accept these issues is not an easy task. You can't just go to the leaders and say, "I have been reborn, so you should listen to me!"

Then he was directly sent to the Sixth Hospital of Peking University, well, the hospital hasn't changed its name yet, it's called the Peking Medical College Institute of Mental Health.

China's urban planning is currently lagging behind that of Western countries, which is both a disadvantage and an advantage. As a latecomer, China can learn from the experiences of advanced countries and avoid making the same mistakes. By learning from their experiences and accessing relevant information, we can avoid taking unnecessary detours.

Of course, not everything can be referenced. After all, China's national conditions are different from those advanced countries. Some practices may be reasonable for them, but not necessarily suitable for China. Likewise, some solutions that cannot be implemented in the United States do not mean that China should follow suit. Therefore, there should be some careful consideration in the selection of materials.

Nowadays, there are also people coming to the United States to study knowledge in urban planning. However, they often have a misconception, which is to only focus on the latest and most advanced places in the United States!

If you ask if these things are good, then they are definitely good. However, whether they are suitable for the specific situation in China, it's hard to say. Because the urbanization process in the United States has a long history, with a concentrated urbanization process starting in the 19th century, while China was still under the rule of the Qing Dynasty at that time.

In 1800, the urban population in the United States accounted for only 5% of the total population. By 1900, this number had reached 40%. In the 20th century, the urbanization process in the United States began to shift from concentration to dispersion, specifically represented by suburbanization.

Due to the deterioration of the urban center environment, transportation, public security, etc. caused by the process of concentrated urbanization, and the advantages of good environment and low prices in the suburbs, the middle and high-income groups in the city have begun to migrate outward. Industries gradually spread to the suburbs along with the population, leading to the emergence of satellite cities.

Compared to the United States, urbanization in China has been much slower, especially before 1978. From 1950 to 1980, the global urban population increased from 28.4% to 41.3%, with developing countries rising from 16.2% to 30.5%. However, mainland China only rose from 11.2% to 19.4%.

Before the reform and opening up, urbanization in China had the following characteristics: the government was the main driving force of urbanization; urbanization had a low absorption capacity for non-agricultural labor force; regional development of urbanization was constrained by a highly centralized planned system; occupational transitions of labor force took precedence over geographical transitions; and urban operation mechanism had characteristics of non-market economy.

The result of this urbanization is the formation of a segregated and closed "binary society" between urban and rural areas, caused by specific systems such as property, household registration, housing, grain supply, supplementary food and fuel supply, education, healthcare, employment, old-age support, labor insurance, labor protection, and even marriage. These systems have created significant differences between urban and rural areas, forming barriers that prevent the free flow of rural population to the cities.

After 1978, due to reasons such as the return of educated youth and cadres sent to the countryside, as well as economic development, the urbanization process began to accelerate. The urbanization rate increased from 17.92% in 1978 to 23.01% in 1984, with an average annual increase of 0.85 percentage points, more than twice the previous rate.

By the 1990s, the pace of urbanization had slowed slightly, but still maintained a growth rate of over 0.4% annually. The urbanization rate increased from 27.63% in 1998 to 30.42%, and by 2014, the proportion of urban population to total population had risen to 54.77%. In just over 30 years, the proportion of urban population had nearly tripled.

At this stage, the urbanization rate in the United States has only increased from 73.6% to 82%. Therefore, studying the current urbanization process in the United States may not provide much reference for China. Instead, we should study their past history, especially around 1920 when the urban population in the United States first exceeded the rural population.

Of course, this does not mean that everything has to be copied from their practices at that time. Clearly, there are better solutions, so why not use them? Instead, it is necessary to study the problems that arose at that time and how they were resolved by later generations. In this way, a complete context can be formed, problems can be identified, and the best solutions can be found.

Issues such as housing shortages, environmental degradation, and chaotic transportation have occurred in major cities in the past in the United States, and will certainly occur in China in the future. How did they solve these problems in the early stages, and what new problems arose later? What should we do in urban planning to solve the needs of the people without making the same mistakes as the United States?

We are already crossing the river in the USA. There is no need to stumble again in the same place. Let's find a way to fill the pit in advance or just go around it to save a lot of time and money.

Of course, the American experience is not omnipotent. For example, in the urban planning in China, the preservation of old buildings is frequently encountered, but it is rare in the United States. Therefore, we still need to learn from other countries, such as the rich experience in the transformation of old urban areas and the preservation of ancient buildings in the United Kingdom and France.

The population density in China is much higher than that in the United States. Many issues that are not a problem in the United States become significant problems in China. This requires referring to the experiences of countries with high population density, such as Japan.

One more important point is that even if the planners have made very suitable planning proposals for the city's development needs, it is hard to say whether they can be seriously executed, because the future planning of the city is not decided by these planners. This is not only a scientific issue, but also a political issue.

Gao Yuliang has arrived in Lvzhou, and he definitely has his own ideas about urban planning. I think it would be great to build a food court at Crescent Lake! Then Li Dakang also arrived, and it is completely unreasonable to build a food court at Crescent Lake. We need to protect the environment! With these two big shots arguing like this, the planners can only tremble in fear.

According to reasonable methods, urban planning should be appropriately forward-looking and strictly implemented. However, this is only a theoretical concept. In practical operation, urban planning often turns into a fate of "sketching on paper and hanging on the wall" and does not receive strict implementation.

Many problems that arise during the development of cities are not actually due to the issues with the planning schemes, but rather due to various factors that prevent the effective implementation of the planning schemes.

There are some things that Linlou cannot change temporarily, but there are still some things that can be done. First, use the information collected from the United States, France, Japan and other countries to provide evidence for your own plan, slowly accumulate reputation. After your conclusions are confirmed one by one, others may have to seriously consider revising their plans.

And with the development of China, the opinions of professionals will be increasingly valued in the future. Lin is still young and will have ample opportunities to make a mark in the field of urban planning.

After communicating with urban planning experts from the United States, Lin felt that he had gained a lot. With the information they provided, Lin is confident in continuing to persuade Member Wu to modify some issues in the urban planning proposal for Beijing.

After finishing this matter, they rested in the United States for a few days, then flew to Hong Kong together, and then transferred to Nanking City from Hong Kong. After arriving in Hong Kong, they did not leave immediately, but went to chat with the owners of the Peak Club.

The previous construction drawings have been reviewed, and the payment has been made to the account of Lin Building Architectural Firm. According to Sītú Bǎoyù, the owner has gained widespread attention in Xiangjiang for this project, which has helped alleviate the economic crisis they were facing. Additionally, they have found a strong cooperative partner and it seems that construction can start soon.

This is a great thing. In the original history, Zaha's design caused a sensation in the architectural world, but it was not realized. If her own work can be built, then Hong Kong will have another iconic building!

In the future, this mountain top club should frequently appear in movies and television dramas set in Hong Kong, right? Maybe Chen Jiaju will jump around up there while catching criminals, and God of Gamblers Ko Chun will play a few hands of cards here, and Sing will sneak in to attend a party! If that day really comes, it will definitely be interesting, won't it?

The on-site architect does not need to send additional personnel. The architectural firm originally had some employees, and not all of them were dismissed after the acquisition of the 林楼. Among the remaining architects, there are also employees who can shoulder this responsibility. Just like 林米塔, ask him to report to himself once a month.

"BOSS, Mr. Jiang and Mr. Wei have sent people to urge twice, they want you to take on their project as soon as possible!" The success of the Summit Club has attracted many wealthy people, who have come to negotiate cooperation with Linlou's firm. After meeting with them, Linlou returned to Beijing and left these matters to the firm to handle.

"My opinion has been clearly stated. First, the price cannot be reduced, and second, unless there is a technical issue, the plan must be led by me. In simple terms, you must pay enough, and the design cannot be easily altered. This is a rule many great architects have."

I will translate the given content from Chinese to English:
"Bei Yuming will communicate with clients in a tactful manner and use his personal charm to persuade them if they want to make changes to the design; Louis Kahn, on the other hand, will respond directly and firmly, but in any case, the design plan will not be easily modified. This is the inherent pride of architects. As for the Fragrant Hills Hotel, it's because Lin Lou's point makes sense."

In this respect, architects in small firms often have a tough time. Being asked by the client to work overnight to modify the design is a common occurrence. Many times, after several revisions, the client ends up using the original design. When architects hear this, they feel disheartened.

The established architect, on the other hand, has it a little better. For one, the client dares not easily question their plans. Additionally, they also specify the number of revisions allowed in the contract.

In fact, typical architectural design contracts all have similar clauses, but in the actual execution process, the treatment of small architects and large architects can be completely different.

The employees of the firm are actually familiar with these rules. In the past, only those senior architects or foreign architects dared to make such requests. Now, a young person from the mainland has also made such a request, which has made him a little uncomfortable.

But on second thought, since they have already won the international architectural design award, they do have the qualifications to make such requests. Moreover, now they are their own boss, so they definitely have to listen to them.

"I will convey your message to them as soon as possible. I believe they will agree!" the assistant said.

"No need to worry, I’m going to Africa soon to design the national sports stadium for Ulundi. Even if they agree, I won't be able to come back for the time being! These two tasks are just minor jobs. It would be nice to get them, but I don't think it's a pity if I don't."

The two brothers stayed in Hong Kong for two days, then returned to Nanjiang City for a period of time to accompany their parents and chat with their grandparents. Afterwards, they departed one after another, with Lin Qiao returning to the United States and Lin Lou heading to Beijing to prepare for the trip to Africa.

After returning to the capital for a few days, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and Hu Zhongping also returned from their field trip. They all came to the foreign affairs department together to receive relevant training before going abroad.

I got too immersed in my writing and forgot to update. Sorry for the delay.
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"Originally, the overseas training was supposed to last for two weeks. However, considering that all of you are highly educated and talented individuals with strong learning abilities and a certain foundation in foreign languages, we have shortened the training time! But all essential content must be covered, and there will be an exam after the training. Only those who pass the exam will be able to go abroad!" Sun Zujie took them to the training room and gave them an introduction.

"The training mainly includes the following contents: safety education training, foreign discipline training, and etiquette training. In addition, according to the different destinations, targeted training will also be conducted. Now I will explain it to everyone. I hope you all pay attention!" Sun Zujie took out the training materials and started to explain.

Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, and Feng Shaoping quickly took out their notebooks and prepared to record seriously. Lin Lou also showed great curiosity. What exactly was the overseas training in the 1980s like? Although he had been abroad several times before, it was all for personal reasons and he had never undergone this kind of training.

"The first thing we need to pay attention to is the validity period of the visa and passport. Do not let the expired passport affect the overseas trip. The validity period of the visa is determined by the foreign embassy... This time we are traveling as a group, and the deadline is relatively lenient, and there are people helping to control it, but we cannot relax our vigilance because of this!"

"Furthermore, it is necessary to understand the local customs, laws and regulations, public security, climate changes, and epidemic situations. You have all read the information about Urruti before, but here I will emphasize some points that need attention."

"Urudi is a country with rich cultural heritage, and has effectively preserved its cultural identity. Respect for others, honesty, and integrity are the foundation of social education in Urudi. Unity and mutual assistance are the guiding principles of Urudi people's behavior. However, in the past decade, tribal conflicts and wars have also had a negative impact on people's perceptions and behavior."

"Like other Africans, the people of Burundi are very warm and hospitable; when encountering a Burundian family celebrating a joyous occasion, even if one is not acquainted with them, simply offering congratulations will receive a warm reception of bananas and beer."

"Strangers asking for directions, the people of Urundi would even set aside their work and walk for miles to guide them to their destination. They treat others sincerely and are happy to help. In order to make guests happy, the people of Urundi are willing to offer everything in their homes, even sharing their last banana."

"Wow, this is really good!" Li Qingxi whispered underneath. It's so much better than I imagined.

"Hehe, do you think it's good? You've got it all wrong! The hospitality of the Urudi people is relative too! When you go to someone else's home, they warmly receive you, but when they come to your home, you also need to entertain them equally. They may offer you their last banana, but if they see something they like in your home and take it, it wouldn't be good if you can't bear to part with it!" Sun Zujie heard what he said.

"So in this regard, we must pay attention, and maintain a certain boundary in our interactions with others, in order to avoid causing trouble and damaging the image of our country in the hearts of the people of Urüdi!" Sun ZuJie's meaning is very clear, you can entertain guests, but it's best to keep the things you don't want to give away, so that even if others are interested, it's not a problem whether you give it or not."

"In terms of foreign affairs discipline, everyone must pay attention. Diplomacy is of great importance, so all actions should follow instructions, seek more consultations when encountering matters, and report more frequently. If you have opinions, do not express them arbitrarily, and do not make statements that undermine the country's dignity, personal dignity, and are not in line with the country's foreign policies."

"When encountering any issues, you must promptly seek guidance from our overseas embassy and request assistance. Remember the telephone number of our overseas embassy and never forget it. Do not casually accept interviews from foreign journalists. If necessary, seek guidance from superiors before providing any response. It is best not to accept interviews from journalists alone. External conversations must not involve confidential information..."

After finishing these routine matters, Sun Zu Jie began to talk about the etiquette customs of Uludui. "The people of Uludui value politeness very much. When they encounter collisions in public places, both parties will apologize to each other and ask for forgiveness. Therefore, arguments rarely occur, and physical fights are even rarer. We will also provide training for these simple dialogues for you. You just need to follow along and say them when the time comes."

"The greeting etiquette of the Uru people is quite interesting. When meeting guests, there is a handshake etiquette, regardless of gender. However, when a junior meets a senior, a subordinate meets a superior, or a commoner meets an official, to show respect, the former leans forward, supporting the right elbow with the left hand, and lightly shakes hands with the latter, appearing very humble and polite."

"Come on, Xiaolin, come up and let's simulate it!" Sun Zuojie called Xiaolin to the stage, and the two of them demonstrated to the others. Afterwards, Feng Shaoping and the others also practiced with each other, and they only finished when everyone had learned it.

"In rural areas of mainland China, the Uyghur people always greet foreigners in a friendly manner and extend their index, middle, and ring fingers to show respect, signifying 'unity, labor, and progress'." Sun Zujie then demonstrated this gesture.

"The Uru people have a custom of opening gifts in front of the giver and then displaying it in the living room immediately, or wearing the gift on the next meeting to show courtesy and appreciation. When interacting with others, if the gift is too expensive it cannot be accepted, ordinary gifts should be submitted. If the value is not high but quite liked, it can be accepted and worn when visiting the giver next time, so that they will be happy."

"…Urudi practices earth burial, with the deceased typically being buried on the same day. When someone passes away, neighbors of the deceased's family will come to help. According to local customs, when encountering a funeral procession on the road, pedestrians should stand still, vehicles should stop, and those behind should not overtake, to show mourn for the deceased. Only after the procession has passed can they continue on their way."

"You must also do this when you encounter such a situation, absolutely cannot ignore it. Otherwise, the family of the deceased will see it as an insult to themselves, and come to cause trouble for you..."

Linlou asked about the special architectural features or traditional culture of the Uludi people after the discussion on the taboos and etiquette of the Uludi people. He mentioned that he needed to understand in advance in order to experience and design architecture that is in line with the local cultural traditions.

"Is Xiaolin well-prepared!" Sun Zuojie praised, then thought for a moment and said, "I've already talked so much this morning. Let's go eat and rest first, and I'll go over these with you in the afternoon. In the meantime, I'll go back and see if I can find the photos."

Just had a meal in the canteen of the foreign affairs department, took a short break, and the training continued. This time Sun Zujie brought a lot of photos. "The urbanization rate of Uludi is relatively low, and the main buildings in a few cities are mostly left over from the colonial era, with strong German and Belgian styles!"

"Here is the capital of Uludi, Ruwagaso, with a population of about 300,000. It is located on the northern shore of Lake Tanganyika, with the city backing onto the mountains and facing the lake. The climate is pleasant, and it is known as the 'garden city', attracting many tourists to visit."

"These buildings look quite familiar!" Feng Shaoping and others looked at the European-style buildings in the photos, feeling rather complex, because China also has such buildings, which are indeed beautiful, but the history they carry is not so pleasant.

"Over ninety percent of the population in Urudi live in rural areas, mostly scattered on hills and slopes. Their houses are mostly round, cone-shaped mud and thatch huts with wooden frames, covered with plant stalks and tree leaves. Each family has a courtyard, called a 'rugo', enclosed by thorny shrubs. When children grow up, they build smaller thatched huts in the courtyard, and when they get married, they need to find a new place to live and build a new 'rugo'. The cow and sheep pens are usually constructed near the thatched huts."

Sun Zu Jie changed several more photos of rural areas. These houses look somewhat like haystacks in the countryside, with a small and low-rise scale.

"If you look at it this way, the climate in Urudi should be relatively good, with not much rainfall and a moderate temperature!" Ordinary people just enjoy the spectacle, but architects can discern many things. "If it's humid, we would have to build houses on stilts like the ones in Xishuangbanna, Yunnan, to keep the interior dry. If there's a lot of rainfall, these thatched roofs won't be able to withstand it!"

"The walls are so thin, I can't bear the cold." The climate is pleasant and the scenery is beautiful. In theory, this place is really suitable for developing tourism. However, unfortunately, tourism also requires a certain foundation, including transportation facilities, accommodation and catering facilities, as well as promotion and publicity. It is clear that Wudidi does not have the financial resources for these.

"The conical structure of this roof is a bit too sharp. It may not be suitable for direct application in a sports stadium. Plus, it's hard to say whether the locals would accept this form. We'll need to communicate with the local authorities there." Lin Lou quickly sketched a few simple drawings as backup materials.

"The sacred drum of Urudi is very famous, made from a specific type of wood wrapped in cowhide. During performances, the drummer dresses in robe-style ethnic clothing, while striking the drum and running onto the stage. They showcase various unique movements and postures, taking turns to rotate and dance, leap into the air, shouting and singing with strong rhythms..."

Lin Lou also made a simple record of the shapes of these sacred drums. These are all key points that need attention, but whether we can use them will have to wait until we have contacted the local authorities.

If they respect their own country's culture, then it can be naturally used, but if they prefer the Western architectural style, then it's another matter.

After several days of training, Lin Lou and Hu Zhongping all successfully passed the exam and received high scores. For the teachers and students at Tsinghua University, these things are really too simple.

Sun Zu Jie is also very happy. "Oh, this is probably the easiest training I have done. It would be great if all the participants were like you guys!"

"Okay, next I will help everyone with visa procedures, purchasing tickets, you all can take a few days to rest! Pack your stuff, and then we will depart next week! As for the vaccine, it has already been administered at the end of the training."

After returning, I started packing up. The computer is too bulky, so I definitely can't bring it this time. Lin took his complete set of drawing tools and also brought a lot of specialized drawing paper. Given the situation in Urudi, I'm afraid it might be hard to buy this kind of paper.

In addition, he also brought along a few packs of cigarettes and some menthol oil. According to his understanding of Africa, these items can sometimes be more useful than US dollars and can be given as gifts to the locals.

At the agreed time, Sun Zujie set off with them, first flying to Hong Kong, then transferring to the Middle East, and then transferring to Ethiopia. Finally, they flew to the capital of Uluu, Ruwagaso, in Ethiopia. Along the way, in order to save costs, the schedule was quite tight, basically resting for a few hours at the airport and then continuing the flight.

So when the plane finally landed at the Ruwagaso airport, Lin and his group's legs were all weak. When they stood up, Feng Shaoping's face turned pale, "I didn't expect, in this lifetime, there would be a time when I couldn't bear sitting on a plane. This is too much suffering, even worse than squeezing onto a train back home during the Spring Festival!"

"Yeah, even though the train is really crowded, at least you can move around a bit, and when it arrives at the station, you can get off and catch some fresh air! On a plane, you're just stuck in your seat the whole time!" Hu Zhongping also couldn't bear it.

"We've only flown once or twice, but Director Sun has to fly countless times every year! If we talk about hardship, Director Sun has it much harder than us!" Lin lamented. During this period, foreign affairs personnel, especially those in Africa, indeed have a difficult time. Not only is the working environment harsh, even going home is not easy."

"Is it all for the service of the people! My situation is considered good. At least I don't have to worry about danger during work. The staff members of the embassies of several neighboring countries often hear gunshots, which is much tougher than my situation!"

After speaking two sentences, Sun Zu Jie quickly reminded, "Okay, we're about to get off the plane. Everyone tidy up your appearance. People from the embassy, the foreign affairs department, the sports department, and the construction department of Uluudi will probably be at the airport to welcome us. We represent the image of China, so we must not embarrass ourselves!"

Hurry up and pack up, then get off the plane. It seems that the Urudi side values them quite a bit. They saw a group of people waiting for them as soon as they stepped out of the cabin!

Sun Zu Jie smiled and waved at them, reminding them in a low voice, "Pay attention to your expression, smile, and wave like me!"

Several people smiled as they walked down the gangway. When they emerged, the drummers who had been waiting on the tarmac for a long time started playing lively drum music to welcome the guests from afar.

"Director Sun, workers Lin, Hu, Sun, and Li, welcome, welcome. Let me introduce everyone. This is Mr. Martin Niveabandi, protocol secretary from the foreign affairs department of Ulurdi. And this is Mr. Thade Endikumana, senior assistant of the Ministry of Transport, Public Works, Equipment and Land Management. And lastly, this is Mr. Pelat Niyangkulu, senior assistant of the Ministry of Culture and Sports!" Chen Jianbang, Minister Counselor of the Chinese Embassy in Ulurdi, introduced them.

"Hello, welcome to Burundi. May the friendship between our two countries endure." The Burundian officials shook hands with them one by one and greeted them in French. Lin and others also returned the greetings. Although Lin understands French, it is more appropriate to use the native language in such formal occasions.

"Everyone has had a tiring journey, so let's take a rest at the embassy first, and then in the evening, we will attend the welcome dinner they have prepared for us. After taking a few photos on the spot and briefly answering the local reporters' questions, we came out and got on the car to head towards the city center of Ruwagaso. Along the way, Counselor Chen introduced them to the local beautiful scenery."

The trees on both sides of the road are lush, the flowers and grass are flourishing, and the climate is quite suitable. It is quite similar to the scenery I saw when I went to Yunnan with Lin. The only difference is that the road is a bit narrower and the road conditions are not as good.

On the road, when people see their car, they will say hello to them. Ambassador Chen, never tired of responding, explains to them when he is free, "The Uru people are very friendly. If you don't respond to their greetings, they will think you didn't hear them and will keep saying hello to you. So I always greet them as soon as possible."

Hu Zhongping just wanted to say something, but he saw a truck ahead. A black man riding a bicycle with a large pile of bananas saw the truck coming and quickly pedaled a few steps, reaching out to grab the back of the truck. He was dragged forward by the truck, and then other people did the same, grabbing the rear seat of the bicycle when they couldn't catch up with the truck.

"Chen Canzan, what are they doing? This is too dangerous!" Hu Zhongping was a little shocked.

"Ah, there's no way around it! The economy in Urudi is underdeveloped and lacks oil, so there aren't many cars. People have to rely on bicycles to transport goods, especially bananas. Every day, many people use bicycles to transport bananas from nearby plantations to the agricultural market in Ruwagaso or to the beer factory! It takes hundreds of pounds of bananas to earn a few cents, just enough for a family to survive."

"This is really physically demanding work, even the strongest body can't handle it for long. So when a car comes by, we quickly grab onto it and catch a ride for a while, it saves a lot of energy! The drivers also know it's dangerous, but everyone does it, so even if they scold us, it doesn't make any difference!"

Just as he finished speaking, the driver saw the deliverymen on bikes, who were smiling and not at all angry, and had no intention of letting go.

"I went to the market before and found that they were selling European and American bicycles and parts, but the prices were really expensive! So I contacted a domestic bicycle factory to see if we could import a batch of domestic bicycles and parts to sell here. This way, our country can earn some foreign exchange, and the people of Urudi can also have access to affordable bicycles."

Hmm, with China's industrial production capacity, I estimate that in another decade or so, all the equipment and components used in Uruddi will probably be made in China. Not to mention, the 28 bar and components are definitely suitable for this!

When they reached the downhill, the banana delivery cyclists all released their brakes and sped down the slope. According to Lin, they were reaching speeds of nearly 50 kilometers per hour. In the event of an emergency, there would be no time to react, but they seemed used to it, laughing from time to time.

Until they entered the city, the speed of the people finally slowed down, and everyone breathed a sigh of relief for them. The car made a few turns in the city and entered a courtyard, "Okay, we have arrived at the embassy."
Chapter 349 Unexpected Opponent

The embassy is not large in scale, and the whole courtyard looks like it's only about 20 acres. In the front, there is a two-story main building, with auxiliary buildings on both sides, and a flower bed in the middle. On the adjacent open space, embassy personnel have utilized the innate abilities of the Chinese people, opening up several plots of land and planting vegetables such as tomatoes, eggplants, green beans, and Chinese cabbage.

"Ulaanbaatar is really far from China, and many vegetables are not produced locally. Therefore, since the beginning of the embassy's establishment, we have opened up these pieces of land to grow some popular vegetables. In addition to helping the country save some costs, it also allows everyone to taste the flavors of their hometown. This is also a tradition for many foreign embassies," Chen Jianbang explained to them.

When they arrived inside, they noticed that everyone seemed tired. Chen Jianbang did not immediately introduce them to the embassy colleagues. He said, "Ambassador Shi Ruisheng left early this morning and won't be back until the afternoon. So, rest for now and get to know the embassy staff and the construction unit colleagues tonight."

Originally, they had intended to prepare some food for Lin and the others, but after such a long flight, nobody had much of an appetite, so they went straight upstairs to sleep. The living conditions at the embassy were still decent, with everyone having their own single room. They all entered their rooms and immediately went to sleep.

They slept until around 5 p.m. local time, when Chen Jianbang woke them up. "Ambassador Shi Ruisheng has returned, and the dinner prepared by Ulud for us is about to begin. Let's get up, freshen up, and get ready to attend the dinner."

When they arrived downstairs, Ambassador Shi Ruisheng warmly welcomed their arrival and introduced them to all the comrades of the embassy. In fact, there weren't many, there were only about ten Chinese staff in the entire embassy, plus a few locally employed workers, totaling just over twenty people.

Ambassador Shi Ruisheng is around 40 years old, at the prime of his life. Generally, the ranking of our country's ambassadors abroad is from department-level to deputy minister-level. Ambassadors to the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Russia, Japan, North Korea, and other very important countries to our country are at the deputy minister-level. Ambassadors to medium or relatively important countries are at the department-level, while ambassadors to some small countries are at the deputy department-level.

There used to be some resident ambassadors at the deputy department level, but in order to show respect to these countries, their ranks were gradually raised. Ambassador Shi Ruisheng is at the deputy department level.

Is this perhaps the officer with the fewest subordinates in the entire China? Local deputy-level cadres in charge of several million or even tens of millions of people; deputy-level cadres in state-owned enterprises also manage thousands or tens of thousands of workers. However, under Ambassador Shi Ruisheng, there is only one team of people.

However, the burden on his shoulders is not light. He needs to maintain relations between China and Urudi, provide convenience for domestic aid units, and participate in various social and cultural activities. His usual work is quite busy.

"Alright, everyone at the embassy should already be familiar with each other. Next, I will introduce the comrades from China Construction. This is Commander Meng Zhijun from the Urdi Project Department of China Construction Corporation. Commander Meng was previously in charge of the construction of an important bridge in Urdi, which was also a project supported by China. He has been in Urdi for over two years, and his work has been highly recognized by the local government and the people." After introducing the embassy staff, Ambassador Shi also helped to introduce the representative from the construction side.

Commander Meng, we're new here, we'll probably be relying on you a lot in the future. It must be quite tough for him as well. I don't think he's been home much in the past two years.

"The journey to Uludilu was long, and I didn't bring much with me, just a little tobacco and alcohol. Everyone works hard outside, so it's good to taste the flavors of home!" Linlou distributed the cigarettes and alcohol brought back this time to everyone.

"Oh, you've saved my life! Since I finished my supply of cigarettes, I've had to smoke American ones, and I couldn't stand the taste. I've even been considering growing my own tobacco by the construction site just to have something better to smoke!" When Meng Zhijun saw the Zhonghua cigarettes that Lin Lou handed to him, his eyes lit up.

"Comrade Xiao Lin, we are truly grateful for your thoughtful gesture, but we cannot simply accept your gift without reciprocating. Please let us know how much we owe you for this. As for the wine... we cannot drink it tonight, but let's have a proper celebration tomorrow." Ambassador Shi also longed for a drink. Although they could obtain supplies through diplomatic channels, China was too far from Uruiti. They could hardly get enough supplies throughout the year, and some had to be given as gifts to local friendly individuals. He could only console himself with banana beer at ordinary times.

"Sure, but giving money feels a bit too formal. When you go back, I'll prepare some specialty coffee from Uruddi for you. The quality of the coffee here is good, it's suitable for you to bring back for yourself or to give as a gift. The local chief gave me some good ones, I'll bring some over for you in a few days!" As he spoke, Meng Zhijun had already opened a pack, took out a cigarette and lit it, taking a deep inhale. "This is what you call a good smoke, those American Camels and Marlboros are not meant for human consumption! Ambassador Shi, how about joining me for one?"

During the conversation, he scattered a whole pack of cigarettes around, not even sparing the Urudi people working for the embassy. It was evident that Commander Meng was quite enthusiastic.

After finishing the cigarette, everyone brushed their teeth and then took two separate cars to the venue of the evening banquet. On the way, Ambassador Shi and Meng Zhijun took turns explaining the banquet customs of Urudi to them.

"Don't be too nervous. Today is just a welcome for you all, we won't be discussing official business. In a few days, when their president has time, he will chat with a few ministers and discuss the overall direction of this stadium with you."

"Is it necessary to involve the president and the minister for such a trivial matter?" Li Qingxi was a little surprised. If it were in China, sending a deputy mayor would be enough to handle the construction of a stadium, right?

"This is a small matter for us, but a big deal for the people of Urudi! You can't judge the situation of these smaller countries based on our country's situation! The estimated investment in this stadium should be in the tens of millions of RMB, which, when converted to US dollars, exceeds five percent of Urudi's national income last year. The president will definitely have to review such a big matter," Ambassador Shi explained.

Hmm, nowadays the construction cost for a stadium is about this price, not as expensive as in the future. The Bird's Nest costed 22.67 billion, the 80,000-person stadium in Shanghai costed 12.9 billion, and the National Stadium in Cambodia, which was funded by China, costed 9.25 billion.

"The project that accounts for five percent of the national income, the president must personally intervene!" Li Qingxi now understands, and also feels a little excited. Oh, if he meets the president, the reporters will definitely take photos, right? When the time comes, he will ask for a few to take back and show off to them!

The city of Luwakaso is not very large, and there are not many cars on the road. The embassy district is often not far from the important government offices of the country, so we arrived at the place quickly. The reception was located on a street in the embassy district.

This is a palace originally belonged to the royal family of Uludi. After the change of regime, it has become the place where Uludi entertains foreign guests. Ambassador Shi escorted them inside and they met with the protocol secretary Martin Niviyabandi, assistant ministers Tade Endikumana from the Ministry of Transportation, Public Works, Equipment and Land Management, and Pela Tniyankuru from the Ministry of Culture and Sports, all of whom they had met at the airport.

In addition, there were representatives from other departments, some dressed in suits and others in traditional costumes, all warmly greeting Ambassador Shi.

"Mr. Lin, thank you very much for coming all the way to Uludi to design the gym for us! Come and try our Uludi's banana beer!" The protocol secretary, Martin Niviyabandi, handed a glass of beer to Mr. Lin.

According to the tradition of the Urudi people, when guests come to the house, they are entertained with banana beer. It is not served in cups or bowls, but after the banquet, everyone will gather around a single pottery jar and drink together with straws. However, in more formal foreign affairs situations, they still adopt a Western approach, with waiters carrying trays of filled wine glasses circulating among the crowd, supplying them whenever needed.

Otherwise, Lin Lou would really hesitate whether to drink or not. He said thank you in French, then picked up the glass and took a sip. It's really surprising, although this beer has a unique taste, it's really good. Lin Lou praised it with a thumbs up.

Nevia Bandi was even happier when she discovered that he understood French and liked the beer from his own country. She took him to the buffet and began to introduce him to the delicacies of Uludi.

Grilled meat is a specialty of Urudi. The tender lamb chops, simply grilled and sprinkled with seasoning, instantly become a delicious dish with rich color, aroma, and taste. The lean and not greasy pork chops, grilled over charcoal and then drizzled with homemade sweet and savory sauce, have a translucent and crystal-clear appearance. They taste slightly sweet with a flavor resembling honey glazed barbecue.

The most delicious is definitely grilled fish, freshly caught from Lake Tanganyika, grilled directly over charcoal without adding too many seasonings. The natural deliciousness of the ingredients is already satisfying enough.

Linlou had a nice chat with Neviya Bandy, Niyongkulu, Endikumana, and other officials in attendance. The impression was good. These people have the inherent enthusiasm of Africans, but they are not as ostentatious and lazy as some Africans. Despite being local senior officials, they maintain a rare simplicity and speak very sincerely.

"Speaking of straightforward black people? This is a bit subverting the conventional thinking, but thinking about the young people on the road who are pedaling hard to transport goods on their bicycles, Lin Lou realizes that every race has people who are practical and hardworking, seeking a happy life with their diligence and wisdom. We cannot look at others with biased eyes."

Shouldn't it be quite enjoyable to work with such a client? He has relaxed a bit about this task and started asking them for their thoughts on the stadium, so that he can gather some information in advance. Otherwise, he would be clueless about their ideas when meeting with the president and a few ministers later.

The passionate drummers once again played the folk music of Ulud, the passionate drum beats broke the tranquility of the evening and reverberated into the courtyards of the other embassies in the embassy area.

"Pierre, what are you doing?" A man sitting on the terrace with a glass of wine in the courtyard of the French embassy district turned around and asked, gazing at Lake Tanganyika in the distance.

Pierre, a counselor at the French Embassy in Uludhi, came out of the embassy and thought for a moment before answering his old friend Alphonse-Pavald, who had come from France to visit and also for a vacation. "It should be a welcome dinner hosted by the Uludhi government for the Chinese aid workers."

"Reconstruction? What project?" At the mention of this, Alphonse became interested, because he was also an architect, and was quite well-known as an architect in Paris.

"The national stadium in Uru'Di!" These are not any confidential messages.

"A stadium? That's really enviable! I haven't designed a stadium yet! I've always thought that the Parc des Princes stadium is really ugly, it doesn't match the great Paris Saint-Germain team at all. They should have me design a new stadium for them! By the way, what's the name of that lucky architect?"

"Hmm, it seems to be called Linlou, should be pronounced like this. The embassy has the function of gathering intelligence, and the National Stadium is also a very important recent issue for Uroody, so Pierre thought for a moment and answered."

"Lin Lou? He's really a lucky guy. Even though it's just a sports stadium in an African country, being able to design a stadium is a good exercise in itself..."
Like Chinese architects, foreign architects are also very keen on designing public buildings.

Lin Lou encountered such a thing. A certain prefecture-level city in China wanted to build a large theater. The bidding announcement attracted a large number of foreign architects as soon as it was posted. A designer from the Netherlands even directly stated that even if you lower the design fee a little more, I am willing to take it. I have been in the architecture industry for over thirty years and have never designed a theater before!

"Wait, did you say Lin Lou? How is his name spelled?" Alphons suddenly stood up and asked.

"I can't remember that. I need to check the information. Are you sure you want me to do this?" Pierre was a bit puzzled. What's there to be concerned about for a Chinese architect?

"I am certain! Pierre, I met Mr. Bernard Quimi at a professional gathering last time. He had just won the architectural competition for the Lavillet Park. I praised his design as impeccable, but he shook his head, saying that if he had seen the design from the Hong Kong Mountain Summit Club competition first, the Lavillet Park's design would definitely not have been like this."

"Then he praised the design of the Lin Tower, and I was curious why Mr. Bernard Quemi would admire a Chinese architect so much... Well, even though I.M. Pei won the Louvre renovation project, his education was completed in the United States!" The fact that the renovation project of France's treasure Louvre did not end up in the hands of French architects has almost become a common pain in the hearts of all French architects.

"Then I went to look up his information and found that he is indeed a talented architect. If nothing unexpected happens, he might become the next I.M. Pei!" As he spoke, Alphonse suddenly came up with a bold idea. "Pierre, do you think I can participate in the bidding for this project?"

If I could defeat Lin Lou, then my reputation in the architectural industry would definitely be more prominent, right? Just like how I.M. Pei defeated Louis Kahn and secured the Kennedy Library! In the architectural industry, sometimes it's like a sports competition, where many architects participate in the bidding for the same project, and the winner will undoubtedly gain more honor and prestige.

With Linlou's victory in the Xiangjiang International Architectural Design Competition and recommendations from renowned architects such as Jizaki Shin and Ieoh Ming Pei, it seems that he has become a bright new star emerging in recent years. There are also more architects wanting to make a name for themselves through Linlou. Pierre had only briefly entertained the idea and then dismissed it himself.

He is in Paris, and Lin Lou is in China. It seems like there shouldn't be any entanglement between the two in the near future. But who would have thought that he ran to Africa for a holiday and actually met Lin Lou there!

"I'll help you take a look first!" Pierre went to the information room to find relevant material, and showed Lin Lou's name to Alphonse. This was the architect's resume submitted by the Chinese Embassy to the government of Urdi in the early stages, and the Urdi government published it in the newspaper.

"The Xiangshan Hotel project, the Xiangjiang Mountain Club project... Yes, it's him!" Seeing this familiar information, Alphonse immediately confirmed Linlou's identity.

He asked again, "Pierre, can I participate in the bidding for this project?"

"Principally, it is not allowed because this is a Chinese aid project for Uruguay. China provides the construction costs, as well as the construction and design, and there will be no open bidding." Pierre shook his head.

"But do you have a way? I know you do, every time you have that expression on your face while reading." Alphonse knew Pierre had more to say.

"You know, Urudi used to be our French colony, and we don't like the idea of this country getting too close to China," Pierre shrugged.

"So, do you have any plans to sabotage this cooperation? But if that's the case..." Alphons was a bit hesitant. If Linlou were to leave, he wouldn't be very interested in this project either. He certainly wanted to try designing the sports arena, but he wanted even more to defeat Linlou.

"According to the resolutions of the UN General Assembly in the 1960s, developed countries should allocate 0.7% of their gross national income for development assistance. This target has become a benchmark for the international community to measure a country's level of fulfilling its international development aid obligations. In order to fulfill international obligations and maintain our influence in Africa, we also occasionally carry out some aid projects."

"If the reconstruction of Uruddi is included, in fact, we have been investigating several projects, we just haven't decided on one yet. If you are interested, I can persuade the Ambassador to compete for this project. China will definitely not give up, so let's propose to decide the ownership of the project based on the architectural design."

"If you win, it would be beneficial for us. It would cause a little stir in the relationship between China and Uludi, and you will be able to earn a hefty design fee! Hmm, I will definitely pay you according to the highest standards! After all, it's money that needs to be spent, so I might as well give it to a friend."

Thank you for the tips from Lonely Hedgehog, Plus Eight Angels, Shadowy Celestial God, Book Lover 20171217135953921, and Feather Ink Cloud Pavilion.
Chapter 350 Another Round of Bidding

Many people have a misunderstanding that only China is engaging in the messy and wasteful spending of foreign aid, but in reality, many developed countries are also doing the same thing.

From 2010 to 2012, China provided 32.33 billion yuan in free aid as part of its foreign aid, with interest-free and concessional loans (referred to collectively as concessional loans) reaching a total of 57.02 billion yuan. Calculated at the average exchange rate of 6.6 yuan to the US dollar at the time, this amounts to approximately 4.898 billion US dollars in free aid and 8.639 billion US dollars in concessional loans, totaling around 13.537 billion US dollars.

According to statistics from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), during the same period, the total amount of foreign aid from the United States was approximately $94.2 billion, from the United Kingdom was about $41.8 billion, from Japan was $57.8 billion, from Germany was $44.5 billion, and from France was $42.4 billion, all much more than China.

Although there are many derogatory jokes online, the truth is that none of the individuals who can make their way into the ranks of the notorious gang are simple folks. France wields strong influence in Africa, which is closely related to their assistance to the continent. They have consistently placed their aid focus on their former colonies in Africa.

Due to its previous colonization of Uludi, France also considers this country its sphere of influence. Therefore, Chinese aid to Uludi undoubtedly weakens France's control over it, which is something the French foreign ministry does not want to see. So when Alphons mentioned this, Pierre immediately reacted.

Of course, this is also beneficial for him. France invests a large amount of money in aid for Africa every year. These foreign affairs personnel can also benefit from it. He and Alphonse are old classmates, so he will set the design fee higher, and Alphonse will naturally know how to repay him.

So, regardless of whether it's for public or private matters, Pierre is very willing to do this. "I will arrange a time to talk to the government of Uludi tomorrow. I believe that they will make a wise choice between French and Chinese architects."

After the end of the cocktail party, Lin Lou and the others continued to rest and adjust their jet lag. By the next morning, they had more or less recovered and were feeling refreshed. After breakfast, Chen Jianbang and Meng Zhijun took them to the site where the sports stadium was to be built to familiarize them with the situation.

Meng Zhijun introduced, "We have completed the geological exploration report, and I believe you should have already read it. The geological conditions of this land are still relatively good, without too many complicated situations."

"I have reviewed it, your work is excellent and has saved us a lot of time," Linlou looked at the piece of land, which is located on the edge of the city of Ruwagaso. The land is relatively regular and not far from the main road of the city. When a few hundred meters road is built to connect to the main road, it will be convenient for the people of Uruddi to reach the stadium.

"By the way, Commander Meng, the workers and machinery for constructing this stadium came from there. I need to understand this aspect first in order to make a good judgment on how to proceed with the design. Otherwise, if the design exceeds the construction capacity, they won't be able to build according to the drawings, and that would be a problem."

"The primary managers and most of the technical workers are our own people, while the ordinary workers are recruited locally. Additionally, according to the agreement we have signed with the government of Urudi, we also have the obligation to help them train technical and managerial personnel. Compared to the local people in some neighboring countries, the people of Urudi are better, practical, hardworking, and able to endure hardships," introduced Meng Zhijun.

Listening to his words, images of Urudi youth carrying hundreds of kilograms of bananas on their old-fashioned bicycles on the rugged mountain roads came to Lin's mind - they indeed possess such qualities.

In theory, they should have a better life, especially in Africa, where people with such qualities are rare. However, in Africa, whether a country can develop and its people can lead a good life is often not solely determined by the country itself, as they are deeply constrained by multinational capital and Western countries.

Take Kenya as an example. In the vast grasslands of Kenya, there are tens of thousands of wild animals such as lions, elephants, rhinos, wild water buffalo, cheetahs, zebras, antelopes, hippos, and flamingos. This former hunting paradise for wealthy Europeans has been completely banned, and more than 40 national parks and wildlife conservation areas have now become a paradise for tourists from around the world to get close to wild animals.

However, while the animals in Kenya enjoy a carefree life, the people of Kenya are neglected. The benevolent individuals in Europe and America are willing to invest a large amount of money in protecting animals, but they never consider doing anything to improve the local economy and the living environment of the local people.

Kenya needs a railway, but European and American countries have been using environmental protection as an excuse to prevent them from building it. China has aided in the construction of a railway from the Kenyan capital Nairobi to the inland border city of Malaba, and environmental protection requirements were fully taken into account in the initial design.

When crossing the animal protection area, in order to facilitate the movement of animals, all structures are built in elevated bridge form. The tallest bridge pier is 42.5 meters high, while the lowest is 6 meters. In addition, these pillars will be disguised to reduce noise pollution, minimizing the impact on the lives and migration of animals within the protected area. This has also added a new tourism project to Kenya - a train ride to watch animal migration.

However, this project has been taken to court by European and American environmental organizations. Many members of global environmental organizations have flown in from different countries to protest against this project. What's even more distressing is that some local Kenyans have been deceived and have joined the protest.

Those European and American countries don't care at all about how Kenyans live. They only care about whether their tourist attractions and places where they play the role of savior will be affected. In such an environment, it's incredibly difficult for African countries to develop.

If a country has abundant natural resources, it's even worse. Coups, division, military conflicts, tribal feuds... Western countries will use various means to ensure that these resources are under their control, and the people of the producing country cannot benefit much from them.

"...However, most of them have not received much education, and their cultural level is not high. Some high-level jobs cannot be completed temporarily. So if there are some construction difficulties, we can only rely on our own people. If there are many such difficulties, we will need to bring people from China!"

"I will try to consider these factors as much as possible!" Lin Lou kept this matter in mind. Without a doubt, bringing in people from the country will increase the construction cost. It's better to reduce this aspect of the design as much as possible!

After finishing at the scene, everyone took a tour around the city to understand the overall urban style of Ruwagaso, so as to avoid creating a building that does not fit into the style of Ruwagaso.

The focus of several people is different. Linlou focuses on the overall landscape and architectural style of Ruwagaso, while Li Qingxi is interested in the local plant species...

When Lin Lou encounters young people playing soccer on the street, he will still get off the car and chat with them, listening to what kind of sports field they want. After he returns, he will ask the embassy to help contact some local builders in Uludui to listen to their opinions.

Simultaneously, inquire with Ambassador Shirui Sheng to understand the current president and major officials' preferences in Urdi. Strive to confirm the general direction during the first meeting.

According to the original schedule, they would have gone to the Presidential Palace today to meet with President Uluru, as well as the ministers of the Ministry of Transportation, Ministry of Public Works, Ministry of Equipment and Land Regulation, and the Ministry of Culture and Sports to hold discussions. However, when Ambassador Shi Rui-sheng called to arrange the meeting time with the Presidential Palace, they postponed the arrangements.

They didn't specify the exact time for the changes, just asked Lin and the others to wait for further notice. Upon hearing this news, Ambassador Shi Ruisheng couldn't help but frown, "There shouldn't be anything major happening in Uludi that requires a change in the president's schedule. Xiaolin, don't worry, I'll find a way to inquire and figure out what's going on."

Ambassador Shi stayed in Urudi for several years and made many friends. Through these friends, he gradually learned the reason, "France also wants to take over the construction of the Urudi National Stadium!"

"We've already reached an agreement, haven't we? Why is France interfering?" Hu Zhongping was annoyed. Do we have to make this trip for nothing? It's not easy for me to come all the way here!

Perhaps France does not want to see us deepen our relationship with Uruguay! Ambassador Shi kept this thought to himself and did not say it out loud. It's best for non-foreign affairs personnel not to get involved in these matters.

"The influence of France on Burundi is still considerable, but President Camarza-Basonkiza is a decisive politician. Since he has already promised us, he will definitely find a way. Let's not rush, and continue waiting for news!" After saying this, Ambassador Shi let Chen Jianbang continue preparing them while he went to meet someone.

"Dear friends, we would also like to ask for your help with our project. Your engineering work is fast and of high quality, and you are also willing to teach us your technology. It truly feels like you treat us as friends! However, as you know, France has a greater influence on us, so we are in a bit of a difficult situation now," Some Urudi officials spoke more frankly in private.

"If France forces us to accept their aid, we will definitely oppose it. However, what they propose is to determine the ownership of the project through bidding. They want your architects and French architects to submit their proposals simultaneously, and the one with the better proposal will be chosen. Then the chosen country will be responsible for the construction. This way, we will have no reason to refuse!"

Ambassador Shi understands that the French are under pressure, and the solution they have proposed seems fair. Additionally, the Uruddi people also want a better sports stadium, right?

"In principle, even though we didn't formally sign a contract before, we did reach a verbal agreement, so it doesn't seem quite appropriate to make changes now!" Although I understand, the appropriate attitude still needs to be maintained.

"I'm very sorry," the other party could only apologize, but the current situation is difficult to change. After all, many things are not entirely within Uludi's control. It would be quite challenging for them to directly reject France.

"We also highly value our friendship with China, and we hope that this situation will not affect our relationship. The officials in Urudi are also feeling very upset. When they were planning to build the stadium earlier, they didn't see any action from France. But now that they are close to finalizing a cooperation agreement, France has jumped out, and this feeling is really not good."

"Our friendship has stood the test of time. Since things have come to this, let's work together to find a solution. If we were to proceed with a bidding process, can you guarantee fairness and justice?" Since the situation has unfolded, there's no use in blaming them further. Let's focus on finding a solution.

"We can guarantee this. Although there are some officials inside Uru who lean towards France, there are also many who dislike France. If the architectural design proposal submitted by China clearly surpasses the French one, they will also support it."

Upon returning to the embassy, Ambassador Shi briefed on the situation, saying, "Due to historical reasons, France has a significant influence on Urudi, and it seems like this is the best outcome for now! I've also gathered information about the architect on the other side. This architect is called Alphons Pavard, who owns an architectural firm in Paris."

"He graduated from the famous École Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de Paris-Belleville, which is a renowned architectural institution under the French Ministry of Culture. After graduating, he worked in other architectural firms for several years before starting to take on independent projects. These are his previous works." Pierre can get the information about Linlou, and Ambassador Si can find the information about Alphans.

He obtained the resume and work photos of Alphonse from the Urudi officials. This was submitted by the French Embassy to the Urudi authorities to prove the strength of Alphonse.

The names of French schools have always been low-key. Names like Paris Higher Normal School, Paris Polytechnic Institute sound like ordinary universities, but in fact, they are world-renowned institutions. The same goes for the National Higher School of Architecture in Paris Belleville, which is well-known in the architecture field and has been ranked as one of the top ten architecture schools in the world, even higher than Tsinghua University.

The level of architects trained in this way at the school goes without saying. Looking at the works completed by Alphons before, they are equally remarkable. The galleries, villas, and museums are full of the unique charm of French architecture, while also not lacking a modern touch. Indeed, they are rare masterpieces.

The ambassador looked at these photos, then looked at Linlou. He didn't quite understand architecture, but he just felt that Linlou was so young. Can he win against such strong opponents in the bidding? But is there still enough time to call someone from China? Training, vaccination, and layover, even if it's fast, it will take at least a week, right?

"Ambassador Shi, you can rest assured. Xiao Lin won first place in the international architectural design competition in Hong Kong, surpassing over a thousand architects from around the world, including renowned institutions like the United Kingdom's Joint Architecture Institute and Japan's Tokyo University Architecture Department. I believe she will also be able to win this time!" Li Qingxi reassured Ambassador Shi, sensing his concern.

"Since the country can invite classmate Xiao Lin over, it means that Xiao Lin's abilities are definitely not a problem! This is the current situation, and Ambassador Shi will naturally no longer put pressure on Linlou. "What I can do now is to cooperate with classmate Xiao Lin to do a good job of the design, and try to win more support from the officials in Urudi. Xiao Lin, if you need any support from us, just ask."

"Ambassador Shi, rest assured, I will come up with the most suitable plan based on the specific situation in Urudi. Will the meetings with President of Urudi and several Ministers continue? I want to understand their needs for this stadium first before starting the design process," Linlou asked.

His only concern now is the preferences of these decision-makers. If they, like many officials from third world countries, have a strong admiration for Western Europe, they would probably lean towards choosing the design proposal from Alsace, even if he could present a better French-style design.

It's not easy to handle this. He has experienced similar things many times in his past life, but as long as they can fairly consider this bidding, he has a great chance of winning.

"No problem, we will go together with the French side to meet the President and several ministers. The meeting time is the same. You should think of the questions to ask as soon as possible, and then we will go together! Of course, these questions also need to be reviewed by the embassy and cannot be asked casually."

"Xiao Lin, don't worry too much. Our relationship with Urudi is still very good. As long as the proposal is good, they will definitely choose to cooperate with us!" Ambassador Shi comforted.

Then the entire embassy began to bustle with activity. Lin and others sorted out the issues based on the information collected previously and their observations in recent days. Ambassador Shi, Counselor Chen, and Meng Zhijun began to frequently contact familiar Urudi officials in an attempt to increase their influence on the Urudi president.

Pierre, on the other hand, seemed more relaxed. In his opinion, France was the birthplace of great architects like Le Corbusier, and the National School of Architecture in Paris, Belleville, was also a world-renowned institution. Moreover, Alphonse had ten more years of work experience, so how could he possibly lose to him!

"Alphans, Ruwagaso, you have seen them too. Almost all the modern buildings here are either French or German in style. The people here are already used to the European architectural aesthetics. You are definitely far superior in this aspect, so we have no chance of failing in the bidding this time!"

"Moreover, President Karmalza-Basonkiza and several ministers have studied in France, and they believe that the great city of Paris has left a profound impression on them. They also want to build a French-style sports stadium in their own country's capital!" France often provides study opportunities for outstanding young people from Africa, attempting to expand its influence on the continent in this way.

"Haha, if I could defeat him so easily, I might feel disappointed!" Alphons also felt very hopeful about his chances of winning.

Two days later, two groups of people arrived together at the Urudi Presidential Palace, ready to wait for an audience with President Kamaalza-Basongkiza and various ministers.

After the two ambassadors warmly shook hands and exchanged pleasantries, it was as if nothing had happened. Alphons also came over to greet Mr. Lin, "Mr. Lin, hello, I'm glad to compete with you."
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"Xiao Lin, pay attention to diplomatic etiquette!" Ambassador Chen was afraid that Lin Lou, being young and hot-tempered, would get into a conflict with Alphons, so he quickly reminded him in a low voice.

"Mr. Pavard, hello, I'm very glad to meet you!" Lin Lou seemed quite calm. In terms of architectural design alone, Mr. Alphonsus Pavard's skills are quite good.

"I have seen the design proposal for your Victoria Peak Club, and Mr. Bernard Kwami is very impressed! I also find it to be excellent!" praised Alphons.

How could Bernard Qu meet have seen my proposal? Oh, I remember, he used to teach at the United Architecture Institute and has a good relationship with Zaha, Koolhaas, and others. He probably saw it from Zaha, right?

"Ah, Mr. Bernard-Quimi's winning proposal for the Ravi Light Park project is excellent, and there are many aspects worth learning from!" praised Mr. Linlou.

"Have you also seen Mr. Qumi's design? The La Villette Park breaks the boundaries between the old park and the city, making the connection between the park and the city even closer. I believe that it will soon become a new jewel in the crown of Paris!" Alphons did not hear Linlou's evaluation of his work, and he felt both fortunate and somewhat regretful in his heart.

Unfortunately, his own reputation is not enough yet. Linlou knows Bernard Cuymir's latest work, but not his own. Fortunately, Linlou is familiar with his architectural style, while he is unknown to him, which is a considerable advantage in competition.

A few words were exchanged, and it was time for the meeting. Ambassador Shǐ Ruìshēng led Lin Lou and the others into the meeting room, after all, it was China who was going to talk to Uruddy about this project first.

Walk into the meeting room, Ambassador Shí Ruìshēng begins to introduce them, "This is President Kamausza-Basongkiza of Uruddi, this is Foreign Minister Jean-Bosco-Entonzwéni Mana, this is Minister of Transportation, Public Works, Equipment, and Land Management Mr. Ezechi-Nibijira, and this is Minister of Culture and Sports Ms. Evelyne-Butui."

Linlou greeted and sized up the attire of the main Urudi officials. President Kamalzha-Basonkiza was wearing the traditional red and white long robe, while Minister of Culture and Sports, Ms. Evelina-Butoi, was also dressed in a traditional white robe. The other two ministers were wearing suits, but they were also wearing traditional pearl belts.

President Bassong Kiza first delivered a warm welcome speech, thanking them for their arrival and expressing gratitude for the assistance China had previously provided to Ulurdi. He then invited them to be seated and offered them the opportunity to taste Ulurdi's coffee.

Ambassador Shi Ruisheng reviewed the friendly exchanges between the two countries since President Basong Kiza took office, and then the formal conversation began. President Basong Kiza said, "The Urudi people are very fond of sports, especially long-distance running, football, and other sports. However, due to the lack of infrastructure, we are unable to meet the Urudi people's pursuit of sports."

It seems that African people are very fond of football. During the inspection of Ruwagaso city, Linlou often saw adults and children playing football in the streets. As for long-distance running, it also seems to be a strength of African people. Linlou vaguely remembers that Urudi seemed to have won a gold medal in long-distance running at the Olympics in the future.

“Today, with the assistance from friendly countries like China, we are able to build a stadium in our country. On behalf of the people of Urudi, I express our sincere gratitude, and hope that this stadium can become a symbol of our friendship and allow the people of Urudi to enjoy the happiness brought by sports as soon as possible.”

"We also hope that this project can be completed as soon as possible! So, Mr. President, what are the requirements of the people of Uluru for this stadium?" Ambassador Shirui Sheng asked on behalf of the Chinese side.

President Basongjiza looked at the Minister of Culture and Sports, Mrs. Evelyne Boutoy, for this matter was under her direct responsibility. Mrs. Boutoy replied, "The population of Uruddi is not large, so the scale of the national stadium does not need to be too big. It will be sufficient to accommodate 40,000 spectators and can be used for various domestic and international major competitions and other large public events... At the same time, it should also become a symbol of Uruddi entering a new era!"

Ms. Butui expressed her view that a regular sports stadium should have necessary functions as well as symbolic significance. After all, it has only been thirty years since the Uruddi freed itself from colonial rule, and less than ten years since transitioning from a monarchy to an elected presidency.

Minister of Transportation, Public Works, Equipment and Land Reclamation, Echezir-Nibigira added, "We also hope that the construction and maintenance of this stadium will not be too complicated, after all, our country's construction capabilities are still relatively limited!"

The construction can be entrusted to China now, but the maintenance will have to be done by themselves in the future. If the maintenance difficulty is too high, I'm afraid that after a period of time, this stadium will not be usable.

“The stadium should be a symbol of Burundi's entry into modern society and its path to independence...” After they finished speaking, President Bassongiza also said a lot, talking about Burundi's history, its current situation, and through these expressed his and the people of Burundi's expectations for the new stadium.

Throughout the meeting, they mostly explained, while Linlou and others occasionally asked a few questions. When the meeting time was up, Linlou and the others left on time, and then the French ambassador took Alphans and others in to continue the discussions.

After returning to the embassy, everyone discussed the results of the meeting in the conference room. "I've summarized that in terms of the functionality of the stadium, the demands from the Urudian side are not particularly high. It's sufficient to design the stadium according to the conventional standards. In other words, what the architectural community refers to as the second-generation stadium can meet their needs!"

According to the classification in the architectural field, the development of sports venues can be summarized as four different eras. The first generation of sports venues is characterized by crude facilities and single functionality, such as the sports arenas in the Roman era. Because there was no television, most of the audience watched the games live. At this time, the quality requirements for facilities were not very high.

The second generation of venues is characterized by the presence of television broadcasts, the installation of lighting fixtures, journalist and news facilities, all electronic measuring and display devices that can announce the names of champions and their results to the world, and computer equipment, all of which are factors to consider in the construction of sports venues. In addition, with the decrease in on-site audiences, there is an increasing requirement for the comfort of seats and the overall environment.

The design of venues in this generation is more flexible and can host a variety of events. The newly constructed sports stadiums around the world fall into this category.

The third generation sports venues, in addition to the sports field, have added more attractive and user-friendly facilities. In addition, modern management methods have also changed the source of venue income, making watching sports a family activity. The utilization rate of sports venues has increased, with availability for use up to 200-300 days per year.

The Toronto SkyDome, designed by Rod Robbie and Michael Allen, began construction in 1984 and was completed in 1989, marking the beginning of the era of third generation sports stadiums with its retractable dome.

The fourth generation stadium uses high-tech facilities, is digitalized, and designed to be flexible. The seats are equipped with telescopes to accommodate various sports and cultural activities, maximizing the use of natural light. It emphasizes interaction between the audience and athletes, with seating close to the competition area. The Bird's Nest is a representative work of the fourth generation stadium.

If it's a developed country in Europe and America that wants to build a new national stadium, they definitely won't be satisfied with a second-generation stadium. However, for a country like Uruguay, a second-generation stadium is already sufficient.

"In terms of functional division, this kind of sports stadium is not difficult to design. After many years of development, the layout of competition venues, stands, large screens, lounges, press seats, and other functional spaces has already yielded relatively standardized results. Additionally, the Urudi side has also raised the issue of future maintenance, so we should try to adopt mature technological levels and relatively simple designs to minimize future maintenance troubles," summarized Mr. Lin.

"In this case, I suspect that the French side will also adopt a similar design, so the key to winning will be in the appearance!" said Li Qingxi. Since there isn't much room for improvement in terms of functionality, the only way to compete is through appearance.

"Yes, President and several ministers have emphasized just now that we must showcase the demeanor of the Urudi people entering a new era! What are your thoughts on this? What kind of design will the French make?" Ambassador Shi asked.

"It's hard to say how the French would design it yet," Lin Lou estimated. "They would probably design the project from a French perspective."

"However, judging from the content of today's meeting and the attire of President and several ministers, it is evident that they are very proud of our national culture! Otherwise, they would not continue to wear traditional costumes on formal occasions. Therefore, can we consider incorporating elements of the Uruddi culture into the appearance of the sports field from this perspective?"

This is also the design concept that Linlou has always adhered to, which is to fully understand the local cultural background and natural landscape factors when designing a project, in order to create works that are most suitable for the local area.

President Basson Kiza and the main officials in charge of this project in Uluru still have great respect for their own culture, so from this perspective, it is certain that the design will produce very good results.

This concept has also won the appreciation of Ambassador Shi Ruisheng. "Our country has always respected the development of the culture of various ethnic groups. This design represents our country's attitude in international affairs. Kobayashi, if you need any more help, feel free to ask. I will try my best to help you solve the problem!"

"I want to visit the National Museum of Urudi and meet with local cultural figures to understand their historical and cultural background! The other day, I just took a cursory look around and have not yet delved into the essence of Urudi culture."

"The National Museum in Urudi is still very rudimentary, and the exhibits are not complete. However, it won't hurt to go and take a look. I will have someone accompany you there every day! And I will also invite some well-known figures from the Urudi cultural circle to the embassy for a chat," Ambassador Shi promptly began arranging for people to contact those in the cultural circle who are relatively friendly towards China.

In the afternoon, they went to the National Museum of Urudi and were surprised to see its small and dilapidated appearance. It didn't look like what a national museum should be.

"This place was originally a palace of the Urudi royal family. It was later converted into a museum. Due to the long history of the building, it looks like it does now!" Chen Jianbang explained, "There are not many historical relics inside, mainly because Urudi has a relatively short recorded history, and it has suffered severe damage from colonizers!"

If we take a look at the world, there aren't many countries like China that have thousands of years of detailed historical records and uninterrupted inheritance. The so-called four great ancient civilizations, ancient Babylon and ancient Egypt have long ceased to exist, and ancient India has been conquered countless times. The earliest written records only have two epics, the "Mahabharata" and the "Ramayana", and the concrete historical documents have serious chronological gaps.

The history of these countries is the same, not to mention small countries like Uludi. In fact, before the 16th century, this country had always been an ancient tribe, and it slowly formed a feudal kingdom in the 16th century. It did not take long before it encountered the invasion of European colonizers.

In the National Museum of Uluru, Lin intermittently saw these historical artifacts, including those from the feudal dynasties, heroic deeds against colonialists, and art with distinctive national characteristics.

These artworks are mostly made from the local woods, gemstones, and fur of Uludite. Although the lack of sophistication due to the level of technological development and stage of civilization is evident, one can still clearly sense a unique charm.

The most commonly seen artwork by them is the drum. Drums of various sizes and different forms have become the representative of the Uludie culture. The manufacturing and performance techniques of the sacred drum have been passed down from the tribal era to the present day, and have never been discontinued.

Returning to the embassy, I exchanged thoughts with Urudi's painters, musicians, writers, and sculptors. When I asked them what best represents Urudi culture, they all coincidentally mentioned the sacred drum. We discussed everything from the craftsmanship involved in making the sacred drum to the symbolic meaning of its surface patterns, and even the changes in the sacred drum over time.

Even those musicians carried large sacred drums with them, and began to play for Linlou on the spot. Without needing any invitation, others started to dance to the ancient and passionate music that accompanied the drumming, and even invited Linlou and his companions to join in.

Linlou simply couldn't resist their enthusiasm, and ended up joining in with the dancing. However, he was far from having the musical sense of the Wuludi people, and his dancing didn't look very impressive.

The Uluudi artists don't mind that Linlou's dance moves are not appealing. In their eyes, the guests' willingness to dance with them is a sign of respect, completely different from the arrogance of the European and American colonizers, which makes them feel very close.

"What is Lin doing?" Alphons has already brought in subordinates from his own architectural firm in Paris to start conceptualizing design plans, while also keeping an eye on the developments of Lin Building.

"He hasn't started working yet, but yesterday he visited the National Museum of Uridi!" Speaking of this, Pierre couldn't help but curl his lips in disdain. Can this even be called a national museum? It's not even comparable to the gatehouse of our Louvre!"

"Today I'm meeting with some Urudi artists!" Pierre didn't pay much attention to the artistic achievements of Urudi, after all, Paris is the capital of art!

"Oh? It seems like he plans to design his work with a focus on local culture! That's actually a good idea! It's just that he probably hasn't looked into the backgrounds of President Basonkiza and several ministers, who have almost all studied in France!" Alphons understood Linlou's intention, but didn't pay much attention to it.

In their view, the formative years of leaders such as Basongji Zha in Uludi were spent in France, where they would have inevitably held a deep respect for French culture. This inclination was evident during their discussions. Given this, it would be sufficient to design a stadium for them in the popular French style.

"Yes, French architecture is undoubtedly the best! French architects are also the most excellent!" Speaking of this, Pierre couldn't help but think of Ieoh Ming Pei. Why did President Mitterrand entrust a precious project of France to a Chinese-American architect? He definitely cannot come up with a satisfactory plan for us French people!"

"Then, let's not worry about him for now and continue with our plans!" If Linlou had adopted the French style of design, Alphons might have been worried. But looking at the current situation, he chose to integrate with the local culture, which immediately put Alphons at ease.

I chatted with the artists of Urudi all day, and after sending them off in the evening, Linlou also had a rough direction, "I want to use the sacred drums of Urudi in the exterior design of the sports stadium!"

"Is that the roof of the stadium? It doesn't seem quite appropriate in terms of its design," Li Qingxi thought for a moment and said. "Stadiums are usually rectangular, so the corresponding roof should either be oval or rectangular. However, the drum face of the Holiness Drum is circular, which doesn't seem quite right."

"In the San Siro district of Milan, Italy, there is a famous stadium that was built in 1925. This stadium is jointly owned by the famous Italian football teams Inter Milan and AC Milan. It is referred to as Giuseppe Meazza Stadium by Inter Milan's fans and as San Siro Stadium by AC Milan's fans."

Lin Lou sketched the design of the Mestalla Stadium on paper, "The stadium was initially designed as a simple rectangular structure, supported by four typical English-style pillars; it has since undergone several renovations, increasing the number of stands!"

The current Mestalla Stadium looks different from what future fans will see, without the third tier stands and the iconic tower-shaped floodlights, which will be renovated and completed before the 1990 World Cup.

The current appearance is enough for Linlou to explain their concept to them. "I plan to adopt a design similar to the Meazza Stadium, using a few pillars to support the stands, and designing these pillars in the shape of the upstanding Urudi sacred drum!"

"The few pillars are located at the four corners of the stadium, and the roof of the stands is designed to resemble the shape of clapping hands and drumming palms! In this way, the stadium can be branded with the imprint of the sacred drum."

The end of the year is busy, so I have to hurry back to my hometown to sweep the grave before the journey begins. I can only write five thousand more words in the next few days. I will continue to write more after I finish the busy period.
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In the conversation, Linlou has already finished drawing the sketch. The roof of the stadium is supported by four pillars shaped like holy drums. The design of the roof is abstract, resembling arms that look like they are drumming the holy drums from a distance.

This is not the end yet. Lin Lou also took out a marker and painted the common patterns on the body of the Pillar Drum. "These patterns represent the good virtues of the Urudi people: courage, friendship, honesty, and unity, which are also consistent with the spirit of sports!"

Continue to paint the ceiling, this time changing it to the bead chains worn by the Ulud drummers when they play the drums. The shapes and colors of these bead chains also have special meanings, all of which were noted down after consulting with local cultural experts in Ulud before.

"What do you think? If possible, it's better to find a few more cultural figures to confirm, so as to avoid any problems!" Linlou was still quite cautious about these things.

"It should be correct. I remember when those local artists told us, and those totem patterns are exactly what you mentioned! They are also the most common decorations on the Urudi sacred drum. This idea is great, it naturally integrates Urudi culture into the stadium!" praised Li Qingxi.

"And the Uruidi people also love to paint colors on the walls of their own houses. From the overall style, this newly built stadium and the residential buildings in Uruidi city are also in line. I think the locals will definitely like it," Hu Zhongping added.

"The details can be further enhanced, for example, the design at the entrance can also be inspired by certain details in the Palace of Uruiti," Feng Shaoping added a few strokes on the paper.

"Of course, we need to pay attention not only to these major aspects, but also to many small details. If anyone has any thoughts, please feel free to add them quickly! The time given by Uruiti is still quite tight! This time, the victory depends on conceptual design, so we don't need too much time."

"The design of the directional system also needs to take into account the relatively low literacy rate of the Urudi people. In addition to using written labels, we should also use simple graphics to indicate directions for the audience, such as the location of their seating area, the restroom, and the snack bar. All of these need to be clearly marked, using graphics in the Urudi style."

"Leave the landscape outside the stadium to me. I can design it based on the garden landscape design inside and outside the courtyard. This place has abundant flowers and plants in all four seasons, so the landscaping is relatively easy to do!" Li Qingxi is still sticking to his old profession. At least here, designing the landscape doesn't have to consider water shortages and extreme climates, which is definitely different from doing outdoor stadium landscaping in the northeast and in the south."

"In addition to plants, there should also be sculptures. I saw some nice sculpture works at the Urudi National Museum before." Lin flipped through the stack of photos and found a few to show. "It's these ones. According to the museum guide, these sculptures are supposed to depict scenes of Urudi people hunting, fishing, and dancing to drumbeats."

"We will use some modern techniques to slightly modify these sculptures, and then place them outside the stadium! This can also showcase the national culture of Urudi!" The design of the stadium is not just a stadium.

"Sports originated from ancient human warfare and religious activities, so these sculptures are just right for the occasion!" Li Qingxi fully agreed with Lin Lou's opinion.

Every time he can come up with eye-catching creative ideas, working with him is really easy. Feng Shaoping and others sighed in their hearts, and then started to divide the work as usual.

Linlou is responsible for the overall design, Li Qingxi is responsible for the landscape inside and outside the stadium, Hu Zhongping and Feng Shaoping are responsible for the structure, functional zoning, and so on. At this conceptual stage, it's enough to have them.

Alphans is doing the same work over there. He referred to several famous sports stadiums in France for reference and simplified them to present a strong French architectural style. The building body has a fresh, beautiful, and modern tone, forming a light and lively architectural form, breaking away from the heaviness and dullness brought by concrete boxes, and also pursuing a majestic overall architectural design.

The architectural lines are distinct, with a strong sense of concave and convex. The exterior design is particularly eye-catching, with a sloping ceiling design. French-style columns, carvings, and lines are used in the detailed processing, presenting a romantic and elegant style.

In his view, these details can definitely evoke memories of Paris for President Basson Kiza and others, recalling the beauty of Paris, thus entrusting the project to himself.

They first determined the orientation of the stadium and the angle of the roof based on the sunshine data of the city of Luwagaso, and then divided the entire stadium into functional zones according to the popular methods of the time.

In the middle is a standard football field, which can be used for football matches, rugby matches and other large-scale competitions, as well as track and field events such as javelin throwing. Surrounding it is a running track to meet the needs of running, race walking and other sprinting events. Between the ends of the football field and the running track, small-scale track and field events such as long jump, high jump, and shot put can be held.

Then there is the audience section, which includes the stands for ordinary spectators and the boxes for VIPs, as well as the main stage used for award ceremonies, and so on; there are also dedicated press seats, surrounded by various supporting facilities for interviews and filming, enabling them to complete their work more conveniently.

Toilets, convenience stores, and other supporting facilities should be added around the audience seats to solve any problems they may encounter while watching the game.

Athletes' housing includes a lounge, locker room, shower room, massage room, medical room, toilet, check-in place, practice room, meeting room, etc. The entrances for athletes and referees into the stadium are separate from the entrances for the audience. The functional areas are also separated from the spectator stands, allowing them to prepare for the game without disturbance.

There are also office spaces, including security room, duty room, referee room, press room, and other offices, to meet the needs of these personnel.

Technical equipment rooms include broadcasting rooms, control rooms, lighting control rooms, scoring and timing equipment rooms, ventilation and air conditioning rooms, pump rooms, equipment storage rooms, and more to meet the needs of competitions and broadcasts.

When dividing these functional zones, it is necessary to ensure both convenience of use and to meet the needs of firefighting and personnel evacuation. At the same time, the layout of pedestrian flow is also different for different areas.

The audience generally enter the stadium through the plaza outside the sports field, and then enter the second-floor platform through different entrances, and then come to their seats from these platforms to sit down.

Dignitaries and leaders have dedicated passage, entering the stadium through a separate entrance on the ground floor. They would rest in the lounge and then proceed to the VIP box or the executive box when it's time for their appearance.

Athletes also enter the stadium through a separate entrance on the first floor, rest in the locker room and lounge, and can also do some simple warm-up activities in the adjacent preparation room before entering the competition venue at the check-in station.

The staff also have their own access routes and can easily access their respective work positions, maintaining close connections with various parts of the stadium on the ground.

At the same time, each supporting facility also has separate indicators. For example, the toilet should be set in the anteroom, and the toilet door should not face the interior of the stadium to avoid accidents affecting the game. In terms of quantity, the minimum number of stalls in the men's toilet should be eight per thousand people, and the minimum number of urinals should be twenty per thousand people. The minimum number of stalls in the women's toilet should be thirty per thousand people.

In addition, there should be accessible toilets and sanitation facilities for people with disabilities in order to meet the basic needs of the audience and prevent long queues in front of the bathrooms.

The medical emergency room should be located near the athletes' entrance and there should be an ambulance on standby outside the door at all times. The scoring and timing room should have a direct view of the field, referees, and score display.

The studio and commentator seats should have a direct view of the venue, the presidium, and the scoreboard, so that they can provide commentary based on the situation; the lighting control room must be able to see all the lighting in the field in order to make timely corrections.

The fire control room should be arranged on the ground floor, and it must be easily accessible both inside and outside the site, with a safe entrance directly to the outside. There should be a parking space for broadcast vehicles outside the access passage for broadcast and television personnel.

Some of these indicators are already being implemented, while others are slightly different due to the level of technological development. Linlou has made improvements based on the specific situation in Uludi and taking into account their pace of development, in order to ensure that the stadium will not become obsolete in 20 years.

And leave room for future renovations, so that when new equipments, such as large live display screens, are available, they can be added without much effort.

Some of these things Feng Shaoping and Hu Zhongping can understand, while others they cannot. After Linlou provided a simulated demonstration, they suddenly realized, "Oh, so it can be done like this!"

"Are these things you learned about in the United States? It feels like if they are designed like this, the sports venues built will be much better than the old ones in China! Beijing is actively bidding for the 1990 Asian Games. I wonder if they can win the bid. If so, new venues will be needed. If that's the case, you can also lend a hand, Xiaolou!"

"No problem! Whenever there is a place where I can be useful, I will definitely go all out!" I remember this clearly. Although China was still very poor at that time and many ordinary people donated money to hold the Asian Games, the momentum was far less than the 2008 Olympic Games. However, the mascot, panda "PanPan," was much prettier than the "Fuwa" in 2008.

This Asian Games spent over twenty billion yuan in total, without constructing new main stadiums. However, the Workers Stadium, built in 1959, underwent renovations to meet the demands of the new era. By then, I can still make suggestions. With the design experience of the Uludri National Stadium, I believe someone will listen to me at that time.

Oh dear, after experiencing these two events, do I have the qualifications to participate in the bidding for the 2008 Olympic Games main venue? If I could win this project and gain the approval of the people across the nation, then my coming to this era wouldn't have been in vain!

At the same time, construction of the Asian Games project, including the National Olympic Sports Center and the Athletes' Village, was also carried out at the northern end of Beijing's central axis. The central axis road extends from Gulouwai Street to the North Fourth Ring Road. The construction progress of the first ring road, a circular expressway initially constructed in the 1960s, has also been accelerated.

These measures have also had a significant impact on the urban planning of Beijing. I can also have a say in the planning. Lin remembered the information he had collected in the United States.

Every time there is a major public event such as the Asian Games, the Olympics, or the World Expo, it is a great opportunity to improve urban development. You can take advantage of the Asian Games as a trial run to build up a certain level of reputation, and then go all out during the Olympics!

Beijing won the right to host the Olympic Games in 2001. In 2002, the Beijing Municipal Planning Commission solicited architectural concept design proposals for the main stadium of the 2008 Olympic Games, the National Stadium, from around the world.

In 2003, a jury composed of 13 authoritative figures including Chinese academician Guan Zhaoye and Dutch architectural master Koolhaas conducted a rigorous evaluation, repeated comparison, and careful selection of the entries. After two rounds of anonymous voting, three excellent proposals were elected.

It is designed by a joint venture composed of the Swiss architecture firms Herzog & de Meuron and China Architecture Design & Research Group, the "Bird's Nest" proposal, the "Floating Open Roof" proposal independently designed by Beijing Institute of Architectural Design, and the "Sky Sports Stadium Ice and Snow World" proposal designed in collaboration with Japan's Sato Oki Comprehensive Planning Corporation and China's Tsinghua University Architectural Design and Research Institute.

To solicit public opinions, the competition organizing committee has once again publicly displayed all 13 design proposals at the Beijing International Convention Center. "Bird's Nest" ranks first, showing a considerable level of recognition from both the audience and the judges.

In the end, the Herzog & de Meuron-Weiss Design Company and China Architecture Design & Research Group won the Super Architectural Design Competition.

In 2002, I was only forty years old, right? It was the peak of my life, and I had accumulated twenty years of experience in architectural design. Coupled with the advanced design concepts I had learned from my past life, there was definitely a chance of winning this project!

"We just need to do a good job on this project, and if it attracts attention domestically, in the future, when there are tasks related to the design or renovation of sports venues for the Asian Games, they will definitely consider us!" Although Lin Lou was talking about the 1990 Asian Games, his mind was already drifting to the 2008 Olympics.

"At that time, count me in for contributing to the Asian Games, I don't need money! I'm even willing to pay out of my own pocket!" Just the thought of coming to Africa for aid work, and having this benefit, got everyone excited.

"Then we must make sure to perfect this plan! Let's think again, is there anything overlooked? Even if the Urudi people don't mind, when we return, our country might not dare to entrust us with the design task for the Asian Games venues!" The original foreign aid project already had the meaning of bringing glory to the country, and now Linlou has also linked this project to the Asian Games, so everyone is even more eager to do well!"

Although they all knew that with their qualifications, even if Beijing won the right to host the 1990 Asian Games and started preparing to build new sports venues or renovate old ones, they would not be entrusted with such an important task. But as long as they could participate, even if it meant being a helper, it would be fine.

Linlou knows more. Although Beijing didn't build a new main stadium for the 1990 Asian Games and only renovated the Workers Stadium, it also constructed a batch of new buildings.

For example, the architect in charge of the Olympic Sports Center is Master Ma Guoxin, who graduated from the architecture department of Tsinghua University in 1965. Master Ma is the older brother of Linlou, who chatted with him when he first entered the college. Currently, Master Ma has gone to Tokyo, Japan, to study at Kenzo Tange Urban Architectural Research Institute, and will return after completing his studies next year.

Hmm, when Academician Ma returns next year, I can build a good relationship with him in advance and have more discussions about the design of the Urudi National Sports Stadium. This way, when the design of the Olympic Sports Center starts, I can also participate.

In addition, Song Rong, the chief planner of the Asian Games Village, also works in the Beijing Municipal Institute of Architectural Design. Lin has met him before and they have a good relationship, so it seems possible to participate in the design of the Asian Games Village.

In addition to these, Beijing also constructed some other important projects for the Asian Games, such as the International Broadcast and TV Center, later renamed the Media Center, responsible for recording, producing, and broadcasting live TV programs of the competition venues for the Asian Games, as well as live international satellite information transmission work.

To increase the television broadcast program and improve the quality of the program broadcast, Beijing TV also built a new building; the Capital Airport also expanded.... These are all large-scale projects, there are still many projects to choose from, it would be great if we could win one in the future.

With this kind of mood, everyone's work becomes more passionate and vigorous. The conceptual design of the Uruudi National Sports Stadium is also gradually taking shape, presenting a modern yet rich in Uruudi national characteristics in front of them.

"Alright, the conceptual plan has been developed to a satisfactory extent! Now it's time to focus on the presentation! We need to be fully prepared this time, bringing all the raw materials and tools for making the model. I will take charge of drawing the rendering, and you guys can start working on the model! There are still three days left before the bidding, which is enough time for them to complete this task."

"No problem, this time is enough!" After the exercise of projects such as the Linzhou University Library and the Fragrant River Peak Club, the modeling skills of these teachers have improved significantly.

"By the way, after the construction is completed, we can ask the artists from Uludi to paint the totem part of the sacred drum column as well as the bead chain on the ceiling. This would be much better than doing it ourselves! Not only will the style of the patterns better fit the aesthetic of the Uludi people, but it will also make a more favorable impression in front of President Basonkiza."

President Bassongiza and those senior officials in Urudi will also feel that their Urudi artists have contributed to the design of the sports stadium, which will surely strengthen their inclination.

There is no need to worry about a leak even if we leave this task until the last day, as by then Alphons will not have time to make any changes to the plan.

In this way, the bidding time finally arrived, and Lin and his team brought the drawings and models to the Presidential Palace, ready to start the bidding.
Chapter 353 The Holy Drum Stadium

When they arrived at the presidential palace's lounge, the two groups met again, both showing great confidence and chatting in a relaxed manner until the presidential staff came to invite them in for the briefing. Since the previous meeting was initiated by Lin's team, in the interest of fairness, Alphonse's team would be the first to present their bid.

"So, let's go in first! It's an honor to participate in the bidding project with you, and I hope the bidding result won't affect our friendship!" Alphons showed his gentlemanly manner.

Lin responded politely. When they had all left and there were only a few of them left in the lounge, Li Qingxi couldn't help but sneer, "Oh, listen to him, as if the results have already come out!"

"He probably still thinks that Urudi is still under the control of France!" Hu Zhongping responded with a sneer. Oh, the arrogance of the colonizers. I hope this time will teach them a lesson.

"Respected President Basonkiza, respected Minister Ntongweinamana, respected Minister Nibigira, respected Madam Butoyi... I am very honored to have the opportunity to report to all of you." There were a few more people in attendance at the final review, and Alphans greeted them politely.

"Mr. Alphons, we are also very grateful for everything you have done for the people of Ulud. So let's get started! Please explain your plan!" President Basonkiza and several officials nodded, then announced that the formal report was beginning.

Alphons gestured and had his assistant hang the renderings on the whiteboard, then began to explain his architectural design concept to them. "The sports stadium I designed draws inspiration from various famous French sports stadiums, such as the Parc des Princes in Paris and the Vélodrome in Marseille, and so on."

"In terms of functionality, the stadium can accommodate 42,678 spectators, has a standard football field, and a 400-meter standard running track, suitable for hosting various sports events such as football matches, rugby matches, and athletics competitions. It can also hold cultural performances, parades, large-scale celebrations, and other activities, basically meeting the daily needs of Uluudi."

"The functional zoning is complete, the design of pedestrian flow lines is reasonable, and the gathering and dispersing of people can be completed in a very short time. Various unexpected situations have comprehensive solutions..."

"From the perspective of architectural style, we have referenced the original architectural style of Ruvagasso City and adopted the design of French architectural style. The modern architectural design concept is derived from our French Mr. Le Corbusier. French architecture is highly praised worldwide. We believe that when foreign guests come to Urudi and visit Ruvagasso, they will surely appreciate the taste of the Urudi people, the President, and all the ministers when they see this stadium."

"The architectural form is both fresh, beautiful, and modern, forming a light and lively architectural form, breaking the heavy and dullness brought by concrete boxes, and also pursuing a magnificent overall architectural design."

"The architectural lines are distinct, with rich texture, especially the striking exterior design, featuring a sloped roof. The detailing includes the use of French columns, carvings, and lines, presenting a romantic and elegant style..."

Alphons described in detail to President Bason Jiza and several ministers while referring to the effect drawing he made, with words full of pride and arrogance for French culture.

The briefing concluded, President Basong Jiza applauded first, "Excellent design, it reminds me of the time when I was studying in France. Every time I went to the Velodrome stadium to watch Marseille's matches, it was an unforgettable memory! It's a pity that during my years in France, it was always the Lens, Saint-Etienne, and Monaco teams competing for the championship, and Marseille never won a single championship."

"Are you a fan of Marseille? After you left France, Marseille won consecutive championships in the 1971 and 1972 seasons, and in recent years, they have been strong contenders for the championship. Moreover, Marseille has produced a young genius, Jean-Pierre Papin. I believe he will lead Marseille to win the championship again! It seems that the president is still deeply influenced by French culture, which is great."

"Perhaps in the future, you can choose a suitable time to visit France and then go see the match of the Marseille team. I believe the Marseille team will definitely feel honored by your visit," politely extended the invitation from the French ambassador.

"If I have the opportunity, I will definitely go! What do you think of Mr. Pavald's design?" President Basonkiza turned to the other ministers.

"The sports stadium is very beautiful, and it will definitely add brilliance to the city of Ruwagaso," responded Foreign Minister Jean-Bosco Ntunzwenimana.

"I think our Urudi athletes definitely hope to be able to compete in such a sports arena as soon as possible!" said Minister of Culture and Sports, Ms. Evérine Boutoï, with a smile.

"From an engineering perspective, the construction of this stadium is not very difficult, and it is very suitable for our technical engineers to learn from in the construction process," said Ecevit-Nebi Yılmaz, Minister of Transport, Public Works, Equipment and Land Improvement, from the perspective of his professional work.

The other ministers also made their own evaluations, and their words were almost all full of praise. Alphonsus couldn't help but smile, thinking that this bidding seems to be in the bag.

"Alright, the time is up. Although everyone appreciates Mr. Pavel's work, according to the process, we will next listen to the report from the Chinese architect. Please wait a moment in the lounge, we will announce the results soon," President Basang Kizha said.

"Okay, I hope to have the opportunity to present this gift to the people of Urudi." Despite feeling that his design was already perfect, Alphonse politely stated that continuing to have Linlou report was just a waste of time, and then he bowed slightly to the president and several ministers before leaving with the others.

"Not bad, Alphons." After they left, Pierre patted Alphons on the shoulder and laughed. He seemed to have already imagined the scene of Alphons receiving the design fee and giving him a generous reward. Being a diplomat in a poor place like Urudi is really tough, and there are few opportunities to make extra money. Hopefully, this reward will be satisfactory for himself.

Until they returned to the lounge, their laughter continued. Ambassador Shirui Sheng couldn't help but feel a little worried when he saw this. Did President Basonkiza and several ministers really approve of their plan so much?

"Mr. Lin, it looks like President Basonkiza and several ministers quite appreciate my proposal. If you had reported first, maybe it would have been better, but unfortunately we have already finished reporting!" Alphans took the opportunity to put pressure on Mr. Lin and his team, as reporting first would always have an advantage.

Due to the first impression bias, when the design proposals are relatively equal in quality, the person who reports first will naturally leave a deeper impression on the reviewers, which can be a significant advantage in the final voting.

"It's okay, a smile is always best saved for last. We are equally confident in our plan!" Linlou had participated in numerous bidding processes and was not easily affected by minor disturbances. He maintained a steady mindset and chatted with Alphas without showing any signs of nervousness.

At the same time, in the meeting room, President Basonkiza is discussing the design of Alphans with several ministers. When there are no outsiders present, their conversation is quite different.

"France, France, it's still France! If someone who didn't know saw this, they would think it's a sports stadium in France! It doesn't look at all like it was designed for our Uludis!" President Basonjiza grumbled.

"Yes, the design of this stadium is indeed nice, but it doesn't show any Urudi characteristics at all, and it's no different from French stadiums!" Mrs. Butoi is also very dissatisfied.

"Haha, do they still think that these buildings in the old town of Ruvagaso are meant to bring us Uluri people nothing but good memories?" Minister Ntongzweinamana became even more agitated, as his father had sacrificed his life in the uprising against the French colonialists.

"If there were still a choice, I wouldn't support this project. The National Stadium of Uludi should showcase the cultural characteristics of Uludi, instead of pure French architecture. It's as if when hosting international competitions, people might still think that we Uludi are still a colony of France!" Another minister said.

"However, if these reasons are used to deny the proposal, it will definitely raise the vigilance of the French!" Someone also reminded that France has huge influence in Africa, and it may not be a good thing to directly address the contradictions.

"Then, let's first take a look at the design from our Chinese friends! If their design surpasses those of the French guys, then we will choose their proposal! Of course, the winning ratio should not be too disparate. Before the official public vote, we should discuss the distribution of the votes thoroughly!" President Basonkiza said. He still had relatively strong control over this government, and everyone could unite around him and follow his orders. However, it would be best not to let the French people know about this situation."

"Let Chinese friends come in now!" After making arrangements, President Basonjigza asked the staff to bring in Lin and others, and then welcomed them.

"Respected President Basongkiza, respected Minister Entongzweinamana, respected Minister Nibijila, respected Ms. Bu Toyi... I am very honored to have the opportunity to report to you all."
Similar to Alphans, Linlou first greeted several judges, and then presented his design on the whiteboard.

"Oh my god, this is... this is our sacred drum!" This time, President Basong Kiza and several ministers didn't need Linlou to explain as they understood his design concept.

"Courage, friendship, honesty, and unity - these are the beliefs that we, the Uru people, have always adhered to!" They also recognized the patterns on the sacred drum-like pillars, in fact, there are few Uru people who do not recognize them.

"This is consistent with the spirit of sports advocated by the International Olympic Committee!" Ms. Butuo, Minister of Culture and Sports, praised, "Being able to perfectly integrate Urudi culture and the Olympic spirit, Mr. Lin, your design is excellent!"

"The ceiling above looks like the handiwork of playing a sacred drum, and the decorations on top are like the bead chains wrapped around the drummer's arms, right? Mr. Lin, your design is truly ingenious!" Several judges almost all stood up, and some impatiently walked to the whiteboard to admire it up close.

Like Alphonse, Lin's plan has won praise, only the previous praise was mostly polite, while the current praise is sincere.

Officials who meet foreign guests in traditional Urudi attire and wear traditional jewelry, how could they not be full of love for their own culture? Now seeing someone apply their culture in the design of the national sports stadium, how could they not feel joy and pride?

And compared to Alphonse's approach, this feeling becomes even stronger; Alphonse completely ignores their culture, while Linlou is able to thoroughly study their culture. The attitude of these two, which one can win favor, goes without saying.

"Quiet, please let Mr. Lin continue to explain for us!" President Basonkiza calmed down and called those excited people back to the judging panel.

"Besides the design drawings, we also made a model!" Lin Lou lifted the cloth to reveal a model of the new sports stadium. This model, combined with his meticulously drawn and highly impactful renderings, made a strong impression on the judges.

"First of all, I have to clarify that this design is not solely our own effort. Some Uruidi artists have also provided us with great help. The renowned shamanic drummer, Mr. Similimana, has shared with us the cultural background of the sacred drum and personally created the ornamental patterns for us..."

The sculptor Mbozeleni talked to us about the origins of several sculptures in the Ulundi National Museum and designed special outdoor sculptures for the stadium...Ms. Nana-Kajayo, the painter, participated in the design of the stadium's canopy and the wayfinding system inside the stadium...

The Lin Tower, on behalf of President Bassongkiza and the ministers, expressed gratitude to the Urudi artists who provided inspiration for this project. This has further satisfied their national pride. Currently, Urudi lacks qualified architects and even their national stadium had to be designed by foreign architects, which has made them somewhat regretful.

And now, Lin Lou has invited artists from Urudi to participate in the project's design, although their contribution is certainly limited, it's still much better than having no connection at all!

"Mr. Ximilimana is our national treasure level artist in Urrudi. Mr. Mbazeilini and Ms. Kajiayo are also outstanding ethnic artists in our country. I think they will also be proud to be able to participate in such a significant project!" Now President Basongkiza is even more satisfied with Linlou's plan.

Lin continued to explain for them, starting with the functionality. "In terms of functionality, the stadium can accommodate 43,588 spectators, has a standard football field, a 400-meter standard running track, and can host various sports events such as football matches, rugby matches, track and field competitions, as well as cultural performances, parades, and large-scale celebrations, thus meeting the daily needs of Uluddi."

These plans are similar to those of Alphonsus, but they differ a bit afterwards. "... At the same time, we have also introduced international advanced concepts, and better divided the functional zones of the stadium without increasing the construction difficulty... We have also reserved space for future upgrades."

"In the future, if Uludi wants to add advanced facilities such as large screens, there is no need to make major modifications to the stadium, just install the equipment directly....." Al-Fans may not know what the third-generation stadium looks like, or even if he knows, he may not think Uludi can afford it, so he didn't design in this regard, but Linlou added it."

"Excellent!" President Basongkiza and others were even happier. Yes, Urudi is very poor now, but as national leaders, how could they not have high expectations for their country?

After explaining the functions, they basically understood. Although the two solutions are similar in terms of functionality, there is no doubt that Linlou's details are better.

When it came to explaining the concept, they became even more excited. The sacred drum, pearl chain, patterns, sculptures, and so on, all originated from the Urudi culture. Even without Linlou's explanation, they could talk about the origins of these elements. With each detail narrated, there would be enthusiastic applause from the audience.

Lin Lou turned the presentation into a concert, and now they seem to be not judges anymore, but rather ecstatic fans.

The sound continued to spread outside, reaching the ears of Alphonse, Pierre, and others. A sense of foreboding arose in their hearts. Could it be something bad is going to happen?

After enduring for half an hour, Lin and the others finally came out. At this point, neither side was in the mood to communicate, so they sat there silently waiting for the final evaluation results.

After a while, two groups of people were invited into the conference room. President Basongjizha said, "The designs from both sides are excellent, and I find it difficult to judge which one is better. So, let's proceed with a vote!"

Everyone writes down their preferred plans on paper, and then President Basonjiza casts votes and displays them for everyone to see. "...Ms. Endahayo supports Mr. Pawalde's plan, Mr. Nibijila supports Mr. Lin's plan, Ms. Butuoyi supports Mr. Lin's plan, Mr. Entaomu Wujie supports Mr. Pawalde's plan...."

The votes from both sides were very close, with intense competition back and forth. In the end, President Basong Kiza counted the votes and said, "Mr. Pavalde received a total of eight votes, while Mr. Lin received eleven votes. Mr. Lin wins this bid!"

"We won!"

"Oh my god!" Two groups of people showed completely different reactions, with Linlou and others cheering and celebrating, while Alphons and Pierre and others hung their heads in frustration.

"So, the Urudi National Stadium will adopt Mr. Lin's plan. We hope Mr. Lin can complete the other drawings as soon as possible so that we can start construction early," President Basongjiza said with a smile.

"Right, as for the name of this stadium, let's go with your proposal and name it Sacred Drum Stadium!"
Chapter 354 National Medals

The names of sports stadiums generally come from a few sources, such as being named after a location, like the San Siro Stadium located in the San Siro district of Milan; or the Maracanã Stadium, which is located in a place called Maracanã, with a nearby artificial river also called Maracanã.

Manchester United's Old Trafford and Tottenham Hotspur's White Hart Lane are also named after places, and in addition, the Stadio Olimpico in Rome and the Olympiastadion in Munich can also be included in this category.

There are also stadiums named after individuals, such as the Santiago Bernabéu Stadium for Real Madrid, also known as the Meazza Stadium for San Siro Stadium, After Maradona passed away, Napoli renamed their home stadium to Diego Armando Maradona Stadium, and the Johan Cruyff Arena for Ajax, and so on.

Major sponsors can also purchase the naming rights of a stadium for a certain number of years, such as the Allianz Arena of Bayern Munich, the Signal Iduna Park of Borussia Dortmund, the Sports Direct Arena of Newcastle, and the Oracle Arena of the Golden State Warriors, and the Toyota Center of the Houston Rockets, and so on.

It is also common to name stadiums after their shapes. The most well-known example is the Bird's Nest National Stadium, and there is also the Candy Box Stadium, which is the home stadium of Boca Juniors, because the field is shaped like a rectangle, resembling a candy box.

There are also abstract and meaningful names for stadiums. Barcelona's home field, Camp Nou, actually means "new stadium". The stadiums for England's Sunderland and Portugal's Benfica are both called "The Stadium of Light". The nickname "The Theatre of Dreams" for Old Trafford also falls into this category.

The most pleasant to listen to, however, is the main field chant of the Villarreal team. Every time I hear the name of the field, it seems to carry a romantic atmosphere.

Lin Lou named this stadium as Holy Drum Stadium, which combines the elements of stadium architecture with abstract symbolism. The columns and roof of the stadium resemble a drummer playing the holy drum, which is a symbol of Uruidi culture and intimately connected to sports. Therefore, naming it after this symbol is most fitting.

President Bassongkiza and other reviewers also really like this name, so they directly accepted his suggestion. The national stadium of Urudi was named the Holy Drum Stadium, and we believe that the people of Urudi will also like this name.

"Then, when the stadium is completed, we will have a grand taiko drum performance to inaugurate the stadium!" President Basongjiza even has the inauguration ceremony planned out. First, there will be a taiko drum performance, followed by a match between the two strongest football teams in the country. By then, the whole Urudi will cheer for it!"

"Also, I want to express my deepest gratitude to our French friends for their warm assistance to our country. It's really regrettable that we couldn't collaborate this time, and I hope the next cooperation will be smooth." Despite President Basson Kizza's dislike of the French's arrogance, as a politician, these basic diplomatic exchanges are still manageable.

Even the recent vote was deliberately manipulated by him. He wanted to ensure that Lin Lou wins, but also didn't want to embarrass Alphans too much, so he arranged for people to vote for Alphans. If the voting was conducted directly, the result would definitely have been very disparate.

Doing so not only saves Alphonse's face, but also has another benefit, which is to make the French misunderstand and think that their government is not united, thus can paralyze them.

"I am very honored to take part in this bidding. If there are similar projects in the future, I will definitely participate again!" Alfonse said reluctantly, but in reality, he had no intention of returning to this country. He had originally hoped to rise up the ranks, but unexpectedly, he was the one who ended up being stepped on. This is truly hard to bear.

Fortunately, Uludi is really not well-known in the international community, so there probably aren't many journalists interested in the news here, right? Even if I go back to Europe, not many people will know about this, right? Alphans can only pray like this.

"We have prepared a dinner for you all, let's go and dine together!" As they attended the bidding conference, the meal was still a matter of concern, as President Barsony expressed his invitation.

Alfons naturally did not want to continue suffering, so he politely declined. President Basingjiza persisted in requesting two more times, but he also knew that Alfons definitely did not have the mood to participate.

Alphans, Pierre, and others left, leaving only Linlou, their representatives, and Uluudi in the meeting room. President Bason Kiza warmly invited, "Gentlemen, let's take a group photo together! Right in front of this model!"

The crowd came to the front of the model with smiles on their faces. President Basong Jiza pulled Linlou to the middle, and Ambassador Shirenseng and the ministers of Uluudi flanked on the left and right, everyone showed brilliant smiles. The staff of the embassy and the photographers from the presidential palace all held up their cameras and took a series of photos in one breath, only finishing after snapping the entire roll of film.

"Come, let's take some big photos of this model and these effect pictures. Tomorrow, all of these photos will be published in the newspaper in Uluudi. I believe the people of Uluudi will be very happy to see this good news!" President Basonkiza has already started celebrating, patting Linlou's shoulder and saying, "Later on, we must have a few drinks!"

They arrived at the restaurant in the presidential palace and began their celebration amidst the enthusiastic drumming. One Urudi-style banana beer after another was brought to the table, and the president and ministers continued to toast and urge Linlou to drink.

"Is this considered a state banquet? I never thought we would have the chance to attend a state banquet! Hey, Qingxi, do you think we can ask them to give us a few photos to take back later?" Hu Zhongping pointed at the photographer from the Presidential Palace and asked. Such an amazing event surely deserves to be shown off when we get back!”

Hey, when the time comes, I'll show the neighbors the photos and they will definitely be jealous. This is a state banquet, probably not many people in China have attended one, right?

"No problem at all! The staff at the embassy are also taking photos, so we can just ask them to print a few extra copies. If not, we can cover the printing costs ourselves!" Li Qingxi also felt inclined to get the photos, and not just any, but a few extra copies, preferably enlarged and hung in the living room.

Hmm, let's put the photo of the president and me shaking hands in the center of the living room, and make it the largest one. I'll also need to place a few on my office desk. Oh, the number of photos under the glass of my office desk is increasing, it's getting a little crowded.

"Mr. Lin, when the project is completed, I hope you can attend the completion ceremony. At that time, I will present to you the highest honor of our country, the National Achievement Medal, to thank you for everything you have done for the people of Ulud." President Basonjiza warmly said as he held Mr. Lin's hand.

Wow, I am enjoying the treatment of Academician Weidunshan. In the future, Academician Weidunshan will also preside over the design and aid construction projects in Africa. He designed the Cairo International Conference Center for Egypt and received the gratitude of the Egyptian people. He was honored with the "Egyptian First Class Military Medal" personally awarded by President Mubarak of Egypt. I never thought I would have this day too.

"I am deeply honored to be able to do something for the people of Uludai. At the same time, this is not solely my achievement. Many Uludai artists and cultural workers have put in hard work for the construction of the Sacred Drum Stadium," Lin Lou said with a sense of satisfaction.

At the end of the cocktail party, Lin Lou felt a bit dizzy. On the way back, Ambassador Shi Ruisheng was also very excited, "In my memory, this is the first time the Uludi government has awarded the country's highest honor medal to foreigners. And after the news of this event comes out, the people of Uludi will definitely thank us from the bottom of their hearts!"

"So, Xiao Lin, you have made great contributions to the friendship between China and Ukraine! Not only did President Basonkyi praise you, but I will also report to the domestic authorities and thank you for the strong support you have provided for our work! Your work here in the past half month is worth three years of our past efforts!"

"Ambassador Shi, you are too kind. If it weren't for the excellent foundation laid by you, Commander Meng, and others, we would probably not even have the opportunity to design the sports stadium. When it comes to credit, you and Commander Meng have contributed much more than us! We are just adding the finishing touches." Lin eagerly replied with humility.

Returning to the embassy, Ambassador Shirui-sheng announced the results. The entire embassy immediately erupted into joy, even the hired Uru-Di people felt happy for them. In addition, many Uru-Di artists and cultural professionals who had previously been in contact were also waiting here for the news, and they joined the celebration.

Even wanted to continue drinking with Lin Lou, Lin Lou hastily begged for mercy, "I can't drink anymore, I really can't drink anymore this time. I almost got drunk at the Presidential Palace just now."

Fortunately, they were quite understanding and didn't insist. Instead, they said with a smile, "Well, since it's the case, we'll come celebrate with you tomorrow. You've all worked hard these days, so rest well today!"

"Mr. Lin and his team can take a break, we'll celebrate on our own! I want to share this good news with all the Urudis I know, tell them that soon there will be a national stadium with rich Urudi cultural characteristics!" They couldn't wait for the newspaper to come out tomorrow.

The proposal received an enthusiastic response from everyone. They all started to beat the holy drum, singing and dancing as they took to the streets to share the good news with everyone they met along the way!

After hearing the good news, these people also joined the celebration. Before long, the residents of Luwagaso spontaneously started a parade, with the streets filled with the sound of sacred drums and cheerful dancing citizens.

Just as the procession passed by the Chinese embassy again, the drumming stopped. The leader said, "Mr. Lin, who designed the stadium for us, had too much to drink at the Presidential Palace earlier and should be asleep by now. We must not disturb his rest."

And so, while the nearby streets were filled with cheers, the Chinese embassy remained quiet. This scene deeply moved Ambassador Shi Ruisheng, Counsellor Chen Jianbang, and Commander Meng Zhijun. Ambassador Shi Ruisheng stood at the door for a moment, then quickly ran back to his office.

"This scene is a symbol of the friendship between the People's Republic of China and Uruguay. I must record it and send it back to the country! Xiao Chen, quickly take out the camera and take more photos!" What a great promotional material, we must not miss it. We must send it back to the country and let them see the affection of the people of Uruguay towards China."

Ambassador Shi, we don’t have much film left, and we've already exceeded this month’s budget! Chen Jianbang hadn't thought about this, the embassy’s funds are also tight, and buying film in Uruiti is not only expensive but often out of stock. We've taken so many photos just now, and now we're running out fast.

"Just buy it if it's out of stock! I still have some flexible funds at hand. You take the photos first, and then arrange for someone to go out and buy it right after. We can still use it when those artists and representatives from the cultural community come to celebrate with Xiaolin tomorrow! It's not just a matter of a few reports this time. We can also compile the deeds of Meng Zhijun and others in the past to create a comprehensive work of long-form literary nonfiction."

"Hey, look at me, I can't believe I didn't think of this sooner!" In no time, Chen Jianbang also came to his senses. We have achieved results this time, we have to let our superiors know, right? When reporting, we definitely need evidence, aren't these photos the perfect evidence?

Compared to these, what's the big deal about a roll of film? He immediately arranged for someone to buy the film, picked up his camera, climbed to the rooftop, selected a few good angles, and finished taking all the film in the embassy in one go.

Lin is completely unaware of these matters. He is currently lying comfortably in bed, sound asleep. Although the banana beer tastes good, drinking too much can make one intoxicated.

Plus, considering the intensity of work during this period, Linlou has relaxed a bit now that the bid has been won, and he only got up when he couldn't stand the hunger anymore.

When I went downstairs and took a look, I found the Urudi sacred drum drummer Similimana, sculptor Mbozeliniga, painter Ms. Jeanne Kagajo, and other artists and representatives from the cultural sector waiting with a large group of Urudi people in the hall.

Lin Lou quickly apologized, but they were not concerned at all. "Lin, to design such a great stadium, you must have put in a lot of effort. We also understand the intensity of your work recently, so we didn't ask Ambassador Shi to wake you up. You don't need to apologize."

"Since you're awake now, let's continue with the celebration we didn't finish yesterday!" said the drummer Semilimana, pointing to the nearby barrel of wine. "Uruddy's best brewer, Sindimwo, has crafted a beer using the finest bananas of the season. I can guarantee that even President Basongkiza might not have the chance to taste it."

"I always save the best beer for myself, but I am very happy to be able to offer it to the most honorable guest of Uludi this time!" a chubby, beer-bellied middle-aged man said with a smile. It seems that he is the best brewer in Uludi.

So everyone started drinking again, and when they got a little tipsy, Ximilimana, with red eyes, said, "Lin, actually I have performed in several European and American countries before, and won a lot of applause. But I can't see the most respectful attitude towards our valuable Uluru culture in their eyes. They just view our precious historical culture with a curiosity-seeking attitude."

"You are one of the very few foreigners I've met who can deeply study the culture of the sacred drum and always maintain respect for it. Now, you have incorporated the sacred drum into the new Urudi sports stadium, which really moves me!" As he spoke, this respected artist in Urudi began to cry.

Other artists couldn't help but shed tears, as many of them have also experienced situations similar to Similimana's, with their arrogance and prejudice leaving deep scars in their hearts like a knife.

And as this group of artists celebrated and wept, Alphonse was also carefully studying the rendering of the Saint-Drum Stadium in the newspaper.

"Alphons, don't be sad about this. That despicable guy just got lucky," Pierre comforted, feeling just as disappointed to see the extra income slip away like that.

"No, in fact, this is not a trick. In addition to incorporating the local Urudi cultural characteristics in the architecture, he also adopted many advanced design concepts. Compared to my design, his design did not increase any costs, but significantly improved the functionality of the entire stadium. Even if only comparing the functional use of the buildings, I have to admit defeat." After recovering from the defeat by Linlou, Alphons also began to take a serious look at Linlou's work.

The result shows that they not only absorbed elements of Uruidi culture, but also surpassed us in many aspects such as functionality and construction difficulty.

Indeed, he is truly deserving of the recognition from Ieoh Ming Pei and the praise from Kisho Kurokawa as a young architect. Those who lost to him in the design competition for the Peak Club in Hong Kong have no complaints as he truly has the capability.

"If he were in France, I would definitely invite him to be my partner!" Alphonse exclaimed sincerely.

Today Linlou got drunk again, and then slept until noon. When he went downstairs, he met the Uru people who came to celebrate with him again. But this time, Linlou said he wouldn't drink anymore. The preliminary design for the Shenggu Stadium hasn't been finalized yet, so he has to start drawing.

They heard that there was important business to attend to, so they could only regretfully take their leave. Lin Lou then led Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and Hu Zhongping to immerse themselves back into the intense work, tirelessly starting to draw day and night.

After the preliminary design drawings are completed and handed over to the government of Uluru, they can temporarily leave. The construction drawings will be completed in China and then the personnel from the China Construction Group will be asked to help deliver them.

As for the construction process, it will also be supervised by the architects from the China Construction Engineering Corporation. The team at Lin Building only needs to come in to observe at several key points.

Before leaving, President Balsongiza held another banquet to see them off. During the banquet, he mentioned the matter again. "When the sports stadium is completed and put into use, you must come to attend the ceremony. I will personally present a medal to you at that time."

I haven't returned home today. The update for tomorrow might be delayed, but it will definitely happen.
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After returning from the dinner, Linlou and others began to bid farewell to the embassy and the compatriots of the aid units. "Ambassador Shi, Minister Chen, and everyone, I apologize for causing you trouble during this time."

"Kobayashi is being too polite. You coming over here is originally to collaborate with our work, so we should be the ones thanking him for his hard work," Ambassador Shi beamed with satisfaction. The mission was completed so well this time that the higher-ups must already know about it. Perhaps he would be able to become an ambassador in another country in the near future.

"After we return, we will quickly prepare the construction drawings and send them over. You will be able to start construction very soon." After expressing gratitude to the embassy staff, Lin Lou said to Meng Zhijun, "By the way, if anyone has anything they want to send back to the country, we can help. If there's anything you need from the country, you can also let us know, and we can bring it over next time."

Africa is a place where logistics are very underdeveloped, let alone now. Otherwise, Meng Zhijun wouldn't have almost turned green with envy when he saw the cigarettes he had brought with him. It seems he smoked up all the cigarettes he brought from home early on and was suffocating from it.

"If it's not too much trouble, could you bring back some coffee beans for me? Let my family taste the freshness too. My home is also in Beijing, I will give you an address, and it will be a bother for you then. Next time you come, it would be best if you could bring some cigarettes and alcohol." Through this period of contact, Meng Zhijun and Linlou have also become acquainted with each other, so there is no need to be polite to him.

"As for the engineering side, rest assured that we've got it covered. There won't be any problems with us around!" Their relief team includes architects, so there's no need for Lin to send people over. They just need to come over to check on a few important points during the construction, and when the construction drawings are ready, they can come over to attend the groundbreaking ceremony while delivering the drawings."

At that time, I will help them buy some Daqianmen and Erguotou to bring over. For these aid workers, they really can't get used to smoking the mixed cigarettes, and the local banana beer is not satisfying enough.

"You guys are really working hard here! Come, let me raise a toast to you!" Linlou picked up the wine glass. He had only been here for a month and already found it difficult to bear. Although the scenery of Ruwagaso was beautiful, the city's development was lagging far behind, and entertainment activities were scarce. After the initial amazement wore off, the remaining days were too boring.

If it weren't for having work to distract his attention, he might not have been able to hold on. Meng Zhijun, on the other hand, is optimistic, saying, "Hey, let's stay for a few more years and then leave. We still have a couple of months of vacation every year. Ambassador Shi and Counselor Chen, on the other hand, have to stay here all the time. If you talk about hardship, they have it much harder than us."

As for the workers, although they have to leave their hometown, there are subsidies for going out to assist in construction. When it comes to income, it is considerably higher than working in domestic areas. Nowadays, opportunities to earn money are still not plentiful, so this kind of work is acceptable.

A few people were drinking here when the gatekeeper suddenly came in to tell Linlou that someone had come to the embassy to look for him. He went out curious and saw that it was Al-Fans-Parward, who had competed with him for the bid.

"Mr. Lin, I heard that you are leaving. I thought to myself, if I don't come over to say hello this time, there may never be another chance to see you again! Although I am very unwilling to accept failure, I have to admit that your design is indeed much better than mine, both from an artistic and functional perspective!" Alphonse said in French.

I'm sorry, I can only translate from Chinese to English. If you have content in Chinese that you need translated to English, I'd be happy to help.

Of course, that's just a courtesy. If it were another party, Linlou would definitely adjust the design according to the party's preferences, and he would definitely come out on top.

Back at the embassy, Alphonsus also raised his glass, with Linlou acting as the translator, and chatted with everyone. Hu Zhongping, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and Meng Zhijun were all in the construction industry. Although Shi Ruisheng and Chen Jianbang did not understand construction, as diplomatic personnel, their social skills were naturally excellent, so everyone had a very happy conversation.

Ambassador Shi Ruisheng and Counsellor Chen Jianbang felt that Linlou's victory this time had even conquered their opponents, naturally worthy of celebration. They were already considering adding a note to their report.

Feng Shaoping, Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping, and Meng Zhijun were chatting enthusiastically about the architecture in the city of Luwagaso. The several villas built by the French are indeed impressive, showcasing the essence of French classical architecture. The old palace of Uru Di also presents a unique and distinctive feature. For architects, both types of architecture have many aspects worthy of exchange.

Alfons originally did not have a high opinion of Chinese architects, but after this failure, he had a slight change of heart. Today, he came here and chatted with Linlou, only to be amazed by the fact that despite the long interruption of communication between China and the international community, the mindset of these Chinese architects is anything but conservative.

They have a deep understanding of the international architectural field and are very familiar with various major architectural styles and renowned architectural masters. When it comes to the representative works of some famous French architects, they also speak with great authority.

After all, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and Hu Zhongping have collaborated with Lin Lou on the writing of "A History of Modern Foreign Architecture", so their understanding of the field is definitely more in-depth than Alphans.

The Lin Building also surprised Alphons. At Lin Building's age, he was already struggling to complete the assignments given by his teacher every day, and he had no ability or opportunity to independently design a project. He couldn't even handle a small project for a house, let alone such a large sports stadium.

However, Lin Lou not only completed the design excellently, but also exceeded his own expectations, which made him a little depressed. Has the architectural industry ever produced such a young architect?

Mies van der Rohe completed the Liers Residential Building at the age of 21, while Le Corbusier designed the Fagus Shoe Last Factory in his twenties. These two are already considered young prodigies in the field of architecture, but compared to Lin Lou, they may not seem so remarkable. Lin Lou is not even twenty years old yet and has already completed multiple projects.

And now he has even secured the design of a national sports stadium. Although the level of an architect cannot be measured by the size of the building, even architects like Mies and Gropius did not have the opportunity to secure such a project at his age, right?

Through their conversation, Alphons found that Linlou had a profound and forward-looking understanding of architecture. Many of Linlou's viewpoints were very enlightening to him, which made Alphons admire him even more.

Originally, he just wanted to say hello to Linlou, but as the conversation deepened, he changed his mind and took out his business card from his pocket, handing it over with both hands. "This is my contact information. I hope we can have long-term communication in the future. If you have the opportunity to come to France, please make sure to inform me in advance. I will definitely take you to visit Paris."

"I hope you can also visit Beijing!" Lin also exchanged name cards with his family. It's fortunate that he had some printed in advance when he went to Hong Kong for the awards ceremony, otherwise, he wouldn't have anything to give now.

"Mr. Bei designed the Fragrant Hills Hotel in Beijing, along with many other ancient buildings. If given the chance, I will definitely visit!" Alphanso accepted the business card. "Alright, you have an early flight tomorrow, so I won't disturb you. Hopefully, we will have the opportunity to collaborate in the future."

He exchanged a few polite remarks before leaving. In the field of architecture, it is common for several architects to collaborate. For example, the design of the Beijing Daxing International Airport is a joint effort between the French architectural firm ADP Ingenierie and Zaha Hadid's studio.

Zaha collaborated with Jizaki Shin and Libeskind to design City Life in Milan. The urban complex consists of three skyscrapers and two residential areas, making it one of the largest projects in the urban renewal movement in Europe, covering an area of 360,000 square meters.

From this project, it can be seen why European and American architects are so keen to compete for projects in China. A mere 360,000 square meters of urban complex is insignificant in China. The majority of Wanda Plazas are much larger than this project, and how many similar complexes to Wanda Plaza are there in China?

"Alright, it's getting late. We've had enough to drink today. Xiaolin, you guys should rest early to avoid missing the plane!" After Alfons left, their stall also dispersed. There were only a few international flights departing from Ruwagaso every week. If they missed it, they would have to wait for at least a week.

Returning to his room, Linlou looked at all the things inside and felt a headache. There were state gifts presented by President Basongjizha, as well as personal works of art given by Urudi artists. He couldn't refuse the good intentions of these people, so he followed the regulations and bought them himself. However, transporting them back home became a troublesome matter.

It's a good thing I still have some money now, otherwise the baggage fees for this international flight alone would be enough to cover a feast. I'll go and rent a room later specifically for visiting, and treat it as if it's a private small museum dedicated to the Uruidi culture!

Meanwhile, at a cocktail party in Hong Kong, Situ Baoyun was chatting with several tycoons about Linlou. One of them complained, "Mr. Situ, I heard that you have a good relationship with Linlou. Can you please tell him that it's unreasonable to charge such high architectural design fees? Moreover, we've paid the money and they won't allow us to change the plans, which doesn't seem appropriate, does it?"

"Mr. Lin, this is just an international practice. Compared with the architects in Europe and the United States, his quotation is not high. Moreover, the terms for modifications are the same as those of European and American architects. Besides, Mr. Lin's fees for the Mountain Top Club project are similar to the quotation he gave you, aren't they?" Situ Baoyun smiled, holding a glass of wine.

Before his departure, Linlou had informed him about the negotiation situation of these projects in Hong Kong and asked for his help to take care of them. The previous staff of the Hong Kong architectural firm had not been dismissed, but given their level, they might not be very adapted to dealing with these tycoons. As a senior executive of Standard Chartered Bank, Situ Baoyun often dealt with tycoons, so it was quite suitable for him to take on this task.

"Well, I'm a straightforward person. I always say what I have in mind. Mr. Lin can't really compare to those European and American architects yet, can he?" A wealthy man was still a bit unconvinced.

Due to historical reasons, the people of Hong Kong have a stronger inclination to worship foreign cultures than those in the mainland. In their opinion, Western architects are naturally superior to local ones. Therefore, Lin Lou has raised his design fees to the level of Western architects, which is obviously unreasonable. On the contrary, he should reduce his fees.

"Hehe, in that case, why doesn't Mr. Xu look for Western architects to do it? If you need it, I can also help you to contact people." Situ Baoyun still had a smile on his face, without any hint of anger.

Mr. Xu was choked by what he said. While Western architects are indeed skilled, they do not understand feng shui. Just look at Zaha, who got second place. Her designs are so sharp and full of ominous energy. How can people live in such buildings? The design by Lin Lou is much better.

"And Mr. Lin's level is not inferior to that of the architects in Europe and America, right? Otherwise, he wouldn't have won the first place in the mountaintop clubhouse architectural design competition! Among the architects participating in this competition, there are no lack of students graduated from world-renowned architecture schools such as Harvard and the United Architectural Institute!"

"By the way, I just received a message that Mr. Lin has recently secured a new project - the national stadium of the African country of Urudi. In this project, Mr. Lin defeated a senior architect who graduated from the National Higher School of Architecture in Paris, and this French architect's fees are not lower than Mr. Lin's!" Situ Baoyun revealed a bit more information.

"Moreover, recently many people have approached Mr. Lin's architectural firm for consultation. If you don't make a decision quickly, Mr. Lin might not have the time to take on your project."

“But... But Mr. Lin is from the mainland after all. Even if the price is reduced somewhat, it should already be a lot for the architects from the mainland, right? Actually, they are aware of Mr. Lin's capabilities. It's just that their attitude hasn't changed. If we spend a lot of money to hire architects from Europe and America, it would be understandable. But why is it so expensive to hire a mainland architect?”

"For an ordinary architect, it may be considered a lot, but for Mr. Lin, it's nothing," Situ Baoyun shook his head. "You don't know yet, besides being an architect, Mr. Lin is also an outstanding investor. He holds a large stake in the rapidly growing Autodesk software company in the United States!"

"And now this company has already occupied a large portion of the market share in the United States and Europe for architectural design software, and is highly regarded by Wall Street. Many companies are eager to have them go public, and once they do, the company's total market value is expected to exceed nine digits! If Mr. Lin is willing, he can become a billionaire quickly by selling his shares, and in US dollars!"

To be honest, Mr. Lin is much wealthier than the rest of you!

These few tycoons have all gone silent. You're not trying to deceive us, are you?

Finally back, next chapter will be up at 12 o'clock at night, continuing to write.
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"Why would he bother doing architectural design when he's already so wealthy? Why not just enjoy life with all that money? Why go through the trouble of drawing sketches?" Several wealthy individuals were puzzled again.

"I once asked Mr. Lin and he said that he has always been an architect. Having money means he can create more freely." Sigh, even though I deal with wealthy people every day, I still can't understand their thoughts.

Their fortunes are more substantial than their own, and they are making money from American shareholders. This immediately dispels the sense of superiority of the local tycoons. One of them smartly agrees, "Since that's the case, I will follow Mr. Lin's instructions. I will go sign the contract tomorrow, and trouble Mr. Lin with this matter."

Although the economy of Hong Kong has been very good in the past few years, it is unclear what the future holds. It is said that Mrs. Thatcher is about to go to Beijing for negotiations. People like them have to plan early. Now they have the opportunity to establish a relationship with a tycoon who is thriving in the United States, which is definitely not a loss.

Not to mention that the architectural design level of others is already very high. From any angle, this is a good thing and must be decided as soon as possible, to avoid being snatched by others.

"By the way, Mr. Lin, when will you be coming back to Hong Kong? It would be best for us to meet up for tea and discuss the project ideas." Mr. Xu took the opportunity to say.

"Yes, yes, let's do it together!" Several other tycoons also hurriedly agreed, they couldn't let him monopolize this good opportunity, we also have to get involved.

"Mr. Lin's work in Urudi is coming to an end, and he will be returning soon. When he comes back, he will stay in Hong Kong for a day to rest, and then go see the project of The Peak Club! I will ask Mr. Lin then, and if he has time, I will definitely introduce a few gentlemen to him." As a good thing, Situ Baoyun readily agreed.

"That's good, that's good!" After saying that, Mr. Xu and the others felt a bit uneasy in their hearts. In the past, when dealing with people from the mainland, it was always them seeking help. Why had the situation reversed now?

The flight Lin Lou was on landed at Hong Kong International Airport. Several people got off the plane with tired expressions on their faces. This layover really exhausted them. Lin Lou had bought a first-class ticket with his own money, or else it would have been even more uncomfortable in economy class.

"Let's first go to the hotel and have a good rest for the night. Then we can visit the mountain top club tomorrow to take a look. If there are no issues, we can return the day after tomorrow. I have already contacted the people in Beijing and it won't cause any trouble." After coming out from the airport, the group then got into the car arranged by Situ Baoyun and headed to the Peninsula Hotel to rest.

"Mr. Lin, this is the newly signed contract, all according to your wishes." At the hotel, during the meal, Situ Baoyun handed over a few contracts, "In addition, a few gentlemen would like to invite you to do some designs these two days. They are planning a cocktail party. Please go talk to them tomorrow. Of course, if you are not available, I can help you decline."

"A project like that would be perfect! I'll go check out the Mountain Top Club tomorrow afternoon, and should be able to make time in the evening." As for the morning, of course, it's for sleeping in.

Renowned architects are not afraid of taking on multiple projects. Over the course of his life, I.M. Pei designed hundreds of projects; Tadao Ando's architectural firm, with just over twenty people, has been simultaneously working on over thirty projects for an extended period; Zaha Hadid's works are spread all over the world. Although the number of projects does not determine an architect's status, the ability to handle numerous projects is always a good thing.

After finishing dinner, Lin went back to his room to sleep. Situ Baoyun quickly contacted several wealthy individuals to discuss the details of the party. They were well-prepared and as soon as they received confirmation, they promptly contacted the hotel to arrange the venue while also inviting celebrities to attend.

I slept until 10 o'clock the next morning, then went downstairs to have a late breakfast tea. By this time, I had already recovered, so I went to Lion Rock with the local staff of our office to see the construction site of the mountain top club.

"Boss, the construction drawings have been approved, and the land leveling work has already started. This project has quite a few challenges, but thankfully you have clearly outlined the materials and construction techniques in the plan. It's no problem for everyone to learn and guide the construction at the same time!" At the site, they were introducing the progress of the project to Mr. Lin.

Hong Kong is currently in a rapid development stage, with a high demand for construction of office buildings, residential buildings, and factories. As a result, the construction industry has made great strides and cultivated a high-caliber workforce. Lin is satisfied with the construction process at the site after inspecting it.

"The climate in Hong Kong is relatively good. Except for the occasional typhoon season, the rest of the time is suitable for construction, and the client is willing to spend money. Therefore, it is expected that by the end of next year, the project will be ready for use," the subordinate continued to report.

The climate has a significant impact on construction. The rainy season in the south and the severe cold season in the northeast have a great impact on construction. The situation in Hong Kong is much better, so the construction progress can be faster.

"Thank you for your hard work. If you have any questions, feel free to call and report. Just come to Beijing once a month for a meeting to report. I will give you a bonus at the end of the year!" Lin patted their shoulders and encouraged them.

"I secured a few new projects yesterday. The wealthy individuals we negotiated with before have already signed contracts, so there's no need to worry about running out of projects once this one is completed. As long as you are willing to work hard, there will be plenty of good projects. By the way, how are your computer-aided design skills coming along?"

"In the future, there will only be more and more projects, and the tasks on your shoulders will also become heavier. Be sure not to fall behind!" Lin encouraged. These few employees are quite solid and capable. It would be even better if they could progress along with Li Qingxi and the others.

"I've got the hang of it! Using a computer for graphic design is indeed much more efficient than hand drawing!" They also know that this is their boss’s business, so they definitely won't say anything negative.

"Well, don't be afraid of trouble when encountering problems. Just have the people from Autodesk's Hong Kong branch come over for training, and as long as they release a new version of the software, you can be sure that you will be the first ones in Hong Kong to use it!"

"We have just secured three projects, and there may be more coming at the evening cocktail party. The firm relies solely on a few of you, which may not be enough. If you know any young architects who are technically skilled and innovative, please recommend them. I happen to have a meeting with them tomorrow morning, and if they are suitable, we will hire them directly. As the number of projects continues to grow, it is time to expand our workforce. It's much easier to recruit here in Hong Kong than finding people from mainland China."

Domestic college students are all assigned jobs, and nowadays, not many people are willing to work in private enterprises, even in companies in Hong Kong. On the other hand, as long as the price is right, there are plenty of people willing to come over to Hong Kong.

"I have a junior fellow named Liang Zhitian. He just graduated last year and is now working as an assistant architect at the Zhang Liu Architectural firm. He has some ideas and during his time at school, he represented Hong Kong to attend the international architectural student design competition in Poland, winning several international awards. Of course, these achievements cannot compare to yours, boss. If you are interested, I will give him a call later," said Xu Wenbiao, who graduated from the Architecture Department of Hong Kong University.

Once the three contracts were signed, it meant that the Lin Architecture Firm had become a rising star in the architectural design field of Hong Kong. Working at Lin Architecture Firm would definitely be better than staying at the original firm, so Xu Wenbiao quickly pulled his junior into the new company.

Hmm? Liang Zhitian? He's quite a talent! I've heard of this name before. Although Liang Zhitian studied architecture, his main achievements are in the field of home interior design.

In the interior design industry, Liang Zhitian is a legend, with his design projects spanning over 100 cities worldwide. His works have won more than 130 international and Asia-Pacific design awards, representing a world-class standard in the Chinese design community.

From 1999 to 2010, he won the renowned Andrew Martin International Awards nine times, also known as the Oscar of interior design. He was selected as one of the 31 famous interior designers worldwide and one of the top ten designers in Hong Kong.

In 2002, it won the "2002 Asia-Pacific Interior Design Grand Prize" in the private club category at the Bel-Air Clubhouse on Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong, and also received an outstanding award in the residential category at the Guanglan Haoyuan in Shenzhen.

In 2002, the residential design projects such as Chelsea Court in the Peak, Hong Kong and the Haoyuan Garden in Guanlan, Shenzhen won the "HKDA Design02 Show - Excellence Award".

On October 22, 2015, Mr. Liang Zhitian was elected as the President-elect of the International Federation of Interior Architects/Designers (IFI) for the 2015-2017 term, and served as the President in 2017, becoming the first Chinese person to be elected as the IFI President.

His design style is known for its simplicity and is adept at incorporating Eastern culture, creating a new concept of modern Chinese design. During his peak period, whenever a high-end Chinese-style project was launched, developers would immediately think of Liang Zhitian to create the show flat.

In the late 1990s, while the domestic market was still crazily pursuing "European luxury" and "Chinese nouveau riche" styles, Leung Chi Tim introduced modern minimalist design in China. His works utilized simple lines and rational material combinations to construct spaces that are simple yet not monotonous, and can also achieve elegance and sophistication. This directly influenced the first generation of designers in mainland China.

One exemplary work in this field is the Jiujiantang in Nanjing. Liang Zhitian used carefully crafted large-scale paintings by French artist Mr. Lu Mi as inspiration, depicting the beauty of the back and hair bun of a Ming Dynasty royal concubine, juxtaposed with traditional Chinese fabrics and embroidery, faintly revealing an unknown mystery, as if echoing the endless ancient stories of the Six Dynasties.

On the colorful carpet, there is a simple and comfortable beige sofa placed. A pair of Chinese armchairs are positioned opposite a real fireplace, complemented by the warm sunlight and the lush courtyard view coming in from the French windows, bringing a vibrant vitality to the room.

At the same time, Liang Zhitian is also very proficient in the application of other cultural elements. "Inakaya" is a well-known century-old tempura restaurant in Japan. When it opened a branch in the Four Seasons Hotel in Hong Kong, they invited Liang Zhitian to design it.

Liang Zhitian considers the Four Seasons Hotel and its location in the Central District to be a gathering place for business people. The design draws inspiration from the Edo culture of over three hundred years ago, reflecting the diverse culture formed by the thriving trade at that time, in line with the global perspective of international business travelers.

At the same time, it adopts a modern and stylish space layout, providing business travelers with a casual dining environment, in the hope of breaking away from the traditional Japanese cuisine restaurants' preference for classical and traditional design constraints.

The overall decoration uses brown, black, and gold as the main colors of this restaurant, with carefully arranged artworks, dramatic lighting effects, and sleek furniture, creating a modern space filled with endless Zen. The space tells a historical story witnessing the changes of the times and presents an elegant Japanese dining space to the guests.

In the late Qing Dynasty, in 1903, No. 23 Qianmen was the location of the US Embassy in China, and ZEN was named after it. Liang Zhitian designed it with butterflies as the main theme, and countless beautiful butterflies could be seen on the carpets, dining chairs, walls, crystal chandeliers, and even the menu.

He also collaborated with the famous Italian bathroom fittings brand NEUTRA to create his first personal bathroom fittings series, INKSTONE. The design inspiration is derived from one of the four treasures of the study in China, the "inkstone." In addition to embodying the artistic conception of calligraphy, it also takes the effect of calming the mind, eliminating distracting thoughts, and cultivating the mind.

Similar to the traditional health-preserving principles of bathing, it is the ideal bathroom equipment for modern people. This piece of work creates infinite creativity in a fusion of Chinese and Western aesthetics, perfectly integrating calligraphy aesthetics with self-cultivation.

Mr. Liang, despite being highly talented in the field of design, is not very reliable in business management. A perfectly fine design company went public, then fell victim to capital manipulation and failed to meet the production targets. Like a celebrity bound by a gambling agreement, he tries to save the business by taking on more work, but ends up lowering the company's prestige by accepting low-end projects, creating a vicious cycle. As a result, the company's growth has been declining year after year.

In the future, Lin Lou has admired his work many times, and now he is delighted to have the opportunity to include him in his team.

"Not bad, not bad. Our firm needs talented and promising young people like you. Arrange a time with him and come to the office tomorrow for a chat! The same goes for the rest of you. If you have suitable candidates, introduce them to me. I have plenty of projects on hand. As long as you have the ability, you don't have to worry about opportunities or treatment at all!"

The pleasant mood lasted until the evening party. The luxury at the party scene goes without saying. Many celebrities who help to set the atmosphere also amazed Hu Zhongping, Feng Shaoping and Li Qingxi. "Last time Xu Jiaping said he saw Feng Chengcheng in Hong Kong, I didn't believe it. I didn't expect that we could see her too!"

It's not just Feng Chengcheng, there's also Xiayu Fanghong next to her! Tsk, they come from a different time and all they can think about is collecting Xiayu Fanghong and Qinglin Xianqiong, why would they be so happy to collect a man when they come to me like this?

"Ugh, I really don't want to be an architect anymore. I'd rather open a Hong Kong entertainment replica!"

Thank you for the rewards from both me and Xia Feng. I appreciate the support from the readers. I apologize if the recent chapters have been shorter than usual. The word count will be back to normal starting from the next chapter.
Chapter 357 Welcome

"Mr. Lin, welcome welcome." Several tycoons greeted Mr. Lin enthusiastically as he approached. While they might put on airs for a mainland architect, they naturally lowered their stance for a soon-to-be billionaire who was about to make a fortune in the United States. In a capitalist society, it's all about who has the money and who is powerful.

"Mr. Xu, Mr. Li, Mr. Zhang..." Mr. Lin shook hands with each of them, and then went to the adjacent lounge to discuss architectural matters with them. What kind of house did they really want? What was the budget? Did they have any special requirements, and so on.

These are all trivial matters. After the communication was finished, they tentatively started discussing business again. "Ah, nowadays people in Hong Kong are unsettled and business is difficult. I wonder if Mr. Lin has any guidance for us? Would it be better to go to the United States?"

"If you go to the United States, you have to start from scratch and follow the American way of doing things." Ah, you guys aren't like me, a reincarnator. Going to the United States with a large sum of money, you'll probably end up being taken advantage of."

"So it is better to go to the mainland for development. The mainland has cheap labor, land, and factory resources, but lacks capital, technology, and advanced management experience, which happen to be your strengths. And now the mainland is very welcoming to your investment, with many policy incentives. As long as you are willing, making money is almost certain. Mr. Huo has already started investing in the mainland, hasn't he? I even went to the White Swan Hotel when I was in Guangzhou!"

"However... we are not familiar with the mainland, and... and..." The few of them all looked embarrassed, it seems that they still have concerns about the policies.

"Hey, theoretically speaking, it should be no big deal for me to immigrate to the United States now. So why haven't I done it? It's because I have confidence in the future of China. I believe Mr. Huo feels the same way, otherwise he wouldn't invest so much money in the mainland. If you're not familiar with him, it's okay. You can go find Mr. Huo and ask for his help with the introduction."

"Mr. Huo must be willing to help you connect. Since you are planning to build a new house, you must want to continue developing in Hong Kong, relying on the mainland and using Hong Kong as a base, the future is limitless."

"Just remember, making money is fine, but it's also important to benefit the local community. Why does Mr. Huo have such a high status in the mainland? Isn't it because he upheld righteousness in the past? While others raised prices, passed off inferior goods as good, or presented fakes as real, Mr. Huo never did any of that. It may seem like Mr. Huo earned less money, but in the long run, none of those people made more money than Mr. Huo did back then! If you follow Li Huanggua's example, perhaps it's not a big deal now, but who knows what that might lead to in the future."

Lin Lou said so much, but these people still have some doubts. However, they remembered two points: Lin Lou surprisingly did not immigrate, and Mr. Huo's current reputation, which made them somewhat intrigued.

"Let's arrange a meeting to invite Mr. Huo for tea, hoping that Mr. Huo will give us some face." They have some money and a bit of social status, but compared to Mr. Huo, they are far behind. So, whether Mr. Huo will accept our invitation for tea depends on whether he wants to give us face or not.

However, Lin Lou felt that as long as they expressed their willingness to invest in the northern region, Mr. Huo would definitely be willing to help them make the connection. After all, he is a true patriot.

The conversation was pleasant for both parties. Lin confirmed the direction of the architectural design, and they became more confident about investing in the northern region. With the work matters settled, it was time to relax.

Lin and Lou came out together, holding wine glasses and sitting on the sofa. The celebrities wandered among the crowd, chatting and laughing obediently. Even though they didn't know Lin and Lou's identities, they assumed that Lin and Lou were the young masters of the family based on his expensive clothing and the careful manner in which many wealthy people dealt with him.

Marrying into a wealthy family is the dream of many celebrities. In no time, a number of well-known celebrities were surrounding Linlou, making her feel quite emotional. "Hey, you are all goddesses from my youth, can't you be a bit more reserved?"

When it was time to leave, it seemed that a few people still wanted to have another gathering with Lin. For example, going for some late-night snacks or having a drink at another place. However, Lin wasn't interested in this. He always felt that overly proactive girls seemed to be lacking something.

Return to the Peninsula Hotel for a night's rest, and the next day, after having brunch, take Li Qingxi and the others to their own architectural firm. When they arrived, the interviewees were already waiting inside.

"Boss, these are their resumes," Xu Wenbiao handed a stack of resumes to Lin Lou, who glanced at them and said, "Let your junior come in first!"

"Hello, Mr. Lin, I am Leung Zhitian. I graduated from the Architecture Department of the University of Hong Kong. I am currently working as an assistant architect at the Chan Liu Architectural Firm. During my time at school, I represented Hong Kong to participate in an international architectural student design competition in Poland... Here are my previous works!" After entering, Leung Zhitian briefly introduced himself and then presented his works.

Architects speak through their works. The level of their skill can be judged by their works. Linlou took the drawings and looked at them. Although these works still seem a bit immature, it is already possible to see the style that Liang Zhitian will excel in in the future. "On the whole, your design is relatively simple, different from the complex designs popular in Xiangjiang today, especially in interior decoration."

In today's Hong Kong, interior design has not yet received much attention. In terms of public spaces, interior design is mostly undertaken by construction companies in order to save costs.

Some international high-end hotel brands, while attaching importance to interior design, are mainly handled by European and American designers, with few opportunities for Chinese designers.

In terms of residential housing, interior design is not widely popular and is often seen as a symbol of luxury and wealth. At that time, Western classical design dominated the mainstream in luxury homes, with the choice of interior decoration and furniture being mainly complex and classical to emphasize a sense of luxury. This can be seen in many Hong Kong film and television works.

"Personally, I don't like complicated classical designs. In my opinion, these designs are mostly for show, and from a practical living perspective, they don't bring comfort to the homeowner," explained Liang Zhitian. "Especially in a densely populated and land-scarce city like Hong Kong, being close to nature is more rare than luxurious decoration."

"When I was in college, I used to study a lot of theories from European and American architectural masters. Among them, Louis Sullivan's 'form follows function' and Mies van der Rohe's 'less is more' left a deep impression on me. After studying their works, I realized that simple designs are more pleasing to the mind and body than complex decorations." Then he went on to talk about the origins of this kind of design.

"Not bad, although in Europe and America, Venturi has proposed 'less is bore' in response to Mies's 'less is more', and the architectural and other design fields have begun to explore new design concepts to replace the somewhat aloof modernist design, but in Hong Kong, classical and elaborate designs still dominate the mainstream."

"Oh, perhaps Mr. Bei's design for the China Construction Bank Tower is an exception; it is conceivable that there will be more similar buildings or designs in the future, and you are walking ahead of other designers in Hong Kong."

"Also, your rooftop club, the architecture of this building is quite different from the popular architectural styles in Hong Kong nowadays. It is simple yet sophisticated," Speaking of this, Liang Zhitian's eyes sparkled even more. I guess he is willing to come for an interview at Lin Building not only because he has a lot of projects on hand, but also because the style of the rooftop club is an important factor."

"Exactly. According to the property owner, the design of the public spaces in the mountain top club should also be entrusted to me. And if they are satisfied with the design of the public spaces, they might even consider letting me handle the interior decoration. Your design style seems to align well with the style of the mountain top club. If you are willing to work here, this project could be an opportunity for you to give it a try," Linlou extended an invitation.

Like many property owners in Hong Kong today, the Peak Club has entrusted the design of public spaces to Lin Lou. As for interior decoration, he had imagined hiring European and American designers like those in big hotels. However, it's currently difficult to find outstanding designers in Hong Kong, and his current economic strength can't quite afford hiring from Europe and America.

His business was already facing some problems originally. If it weren't for Linlou's proposal winning the favor of the tycoons in Fragrant Harbour, many people would probably want to invest in the Peak Club. Maybe he wouldn't even have the funds to build this project.

So if the public space design of the Lin Building can satisfy the homeowners, then casually mention the interior decoration design, and let Liang Zhitian show him a few renderings. There is also a great chance to win this business.

This is one of the most highly anticipated projects in Hong Kong now. If I can participate in this project, it will definitely be a significant advancement in my future career. I don't know how long it will take to encounter a similar opportunity if I continue to stay at the Zhang Liu Architectural Firm, so Liang Zhitian readily agreed without hesitation.

"It is my honor to be able to participate in this project." He didn't even ask about the remuneration.

"I already know your previous salary, and considering your abilities, the expected salary is a bit low. I will increase it by 20%, rounding it to an integer. I will give you a base salary of 3,000, and as for the commission, it will follow the European and American standards. Twenty-five percent of the total design fee will be divided, and if you become the main designer for public spaces, you will receive twenty percent of that." Lin Lou generously set the terms.

In today's Hong Kong, McDonald's part-time workers earn seven yuan per hour, and company salespersons earn 1,600 yuan per month. Teachers in Hong Kong belong to the middle to high-income bracket, earning a monthly salary of 5,000 yuan.

The newly hired architectural assistant, like a legal assistant, is in the stage of accumulating experience and building up qualifications. They can only receive a small amount of living expenses each month, not much higher than that of a salesperson. It's already quite good that Lin is able to charge three thousand yuan for a design, not to mention the generous commission.

Liang Zhitian used to work as an assistant at Zhang Liu Architecture Firm, earning less than two thousand per month. He had a heavy workload, but the commission was often taken by the experienced architects, leaving him with meager earnings of just over two thousand per month.

Linlou directly offers a base salary of three thousand yuan, plus so many commissions. More importantly, he can participate in such influential projects, and Linlou's concept is quite similar to his. It can definitely allow him to showcase his abilities. So he immediately agreed, "It's much better than my previous treatment. I will go back and handle the resignation procedures now."

"How long will it take?" Lin asked, as they were still waiting for him to start work.

"I'm just an assistant architect now, with not much important work on hand. It will take me at most a week, and during this time, I can also come to the company to help after work." He was afraid of missing this opportunity.

"No problem. After you arrive, start learning the application of CAD software from Wen Biao. Since land leveling and foundation construction will take some time, there's no rush for the design of public spaces. When we have the meeting next month, you and Wen Biao come to Beijing together. Arrange the formalities in advance." It's settled, a valuable team member has joined.

Let him focus on developing in the direction of interior decoration in the future. With the addition of Liang Zhitian, the team at Lin Building has filled a gap, as long as the interior decoration of the mountain top club can be done well, the upcoming projects can continue.

"No problem!" After Liang Zhitian agreed, he left happily. When he came out, he specifically thanked Xu Wenbiao, "Senior, thank you so much this time. Let's have tea together after work. I have a lot of things I want to ask you."

"No need to be polite, we all graduated from the same school. Taking care of you is what I should do. After you come over, work hard. The boss is very capable. In the future, you definitely won't have to worry about not having projects to work on," Xǔ Wénbiāo encouraged.

Lin continued with the interviews, and the subsequent candidates, while not as outstanding as Liang Zhitian, had received systematic professional training and were able to assist with the work. Lin selected a few of the better ones to stay.

The interview is over, and the law firm's staff were called together for a meeting. "I believe everyone already knows that our law firm signed three new projects yesterday, and there are also several potential clients with strong intentions currently in negotiations. So, follow me and we won't have to worry about not making money!"

When in the country, talking about exercise, honor, and money with people like Li Qingxi can be a bit embarrassing for them. However, in Hong Kong, there is no such issue at all, and talking about money directly is the best approach.

Sure enough, after hearing about these, everyone was very happy. There are so few people in the firm. If we all take on the project, the busier we are, the more bonus and commission we will receive.

"The main tasks for the following are as follows: first, continue to serve the Mountain Top Club project and maintain communication at all times; then, Wen Biao, you are responsible for contacting those wealthy individuals and striving to secure the contract as soon as possible; in addition, you also need to visit the sites for the three new projects, organize the relevant materials, and bring them along for the next meeting in Beijing."

After visiting the construction site of the Summit Club yesterday, Lin went to the site of the new project for a brief look, taking many photos. Together with the documents they submitted, it should be sufficient.

"At this stage, if you have any ideas for these three new projects, feel free to put them forward. If they are suitable, it's also okay to proceed with your proposed plan! At this point, Lin Lou doesn't need to come up with every plan by himself, and the same goes for masters like I. M. Pei and Tadao Ando."

When you get a new project, start by communicating with the architects in the office to see what ideas they have. If there are any brilliant ideas, modify them or else come up with your own solutions. If you have to independently lead every project, how can you handle so many projects at the same time?

As long as he manages the gate well and controls the quality of the products, this kind of work pattern is quite common in the construction industry, and the employees of the firm do not find it surprising, and are eagerly preparing to show their skills.

If you can produce impressive work as soon as possible, it will be a natural progression to become a partner architect in the firm or even start your own architecture firm in the future.

After the meeting, Lin treated everyone to a meal at the restaurant in the building, then hurried to the airport to prepare to return to Beijing. Originally, he should have gone home first after being away for so long, but Ambassador Shi Rui Sheng mentioned that the foreign affairs department still needed to thank him, so he had to go to Beijing first.

In addition, I need to communicate with the remaining team members about the construction drawings for this project, so if I were to go home, it wouldn't be until at least next week.

Once on the plane, Lin Lou, Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping, and Feng Shaoping talked about their salaries. They estimated that they already knew about the salary level of the staff here, and due to the different environment between Hong Kong and the Mainland, Lin Lou's salary offer to them was much lower than Xu Wenbiao, Liang Zhitian, and others. To avoid any misunderstandings, it's better to clarify the situation as soon as possible.

"Understand, understand, we all understand that it would be strange if the wage levels in Beijing and Hong Kong were the same! I have also talked to them. Living in Hong Kong, expenses for rent, food, and transportation alone are not small every month. They don't save much money each month. In Beijing, we basically don't have much to spend money on, so it turns out to be more cost-effective than theirs."

"And the commission we receive is also quite substantial. Maybe by the end of the year, we will be able to save more money than they do. Not to mention compared to other teachers at the school." They don't seem to care much about it.

It makes sense. With their annual salary, bonuses, and commissions, they can easily afford to buy a quadrangle courtyard. Can Liang Zhitian and Xu Wenbiao's income afford a thousand-square-foot mansion?

After several hours of flying, the flight landed at the capital International Airport. Lin Lou and their party picked up their luggage and exited from the gate, where they saw Xu Jiaping, Jin Qiuxiang, and Lin Mita waiting with a few strangers in front. Upon seeing them, Xu Jiaping hurriedly introduced these few individuals.

They immediately went forward to greet them, "Comrade Xiao Lin, Teacher Li, Teacher Feng, Teacher Hu, welcome back to the country. This time you have made a great contribution to the friendship between our country and Uludi. On behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, I sincerely thank you."

I might have been too tired the past few days, so I overslept until evening and missed the update. I apologize for the delay. There's a possibility that the update for the chapter at twelve o'clock might also be delayed, but it will definitely not be later than one o'clock. I hope to be able to release tomorrow afternoon's update at the usual time. Thank you.
Chapter 358 Handsome Suit

"This is what we should do, and we are happy to be able to do something for the country! Even though we didn't make as much money on this job in Hong Kong, the personal development and political gains cannot be simply measured by money."

From a technical perspective, Linlou successfully designed a stadium for the first time. In the future, if there are similar projects in the country, he will definitely be a candidate on the list!

From a political perspective, successfully completing the tasks assigned by the state will inevitably win favor from the relevant departments, which is conducive to enhancing one's reputation within the national relevant departments and is beneficial for one's future development.

"Originally, we felt a bit hesitant to bother you since you've been through so much, but we have to come and welcome you. You must be in a rush to go back and let your family know you're safe. We won't disturb you today; I'll take you home, and we can celebrate properly tomorrow." The staff from the foreign affairs department chatted for a bit before leading them outside.

When they arrived at the parking lot outside, there were already cars waiting there. Fan Qirui and Zhou Yalun were also waiting outside with the car from the Chinese branch of Autoc Corp. The foreign affairs department's car was definitely not as good as their own car, but Lin Lou wouldn't be so unobservant as to not use his own car. After exchanging a few pleasantries, they got into the foreign affairs department's car, and Fan Qirui's group got into the car behind.

When they arrived at the quadrangle, the staff from the foreign affairs department chatted for a while, arranged to come and pick them up the next day, and then left. This was just the right time for Fan Qirui and the others to make use of their car.

"You guys go ahead and take Professor Hu, Professor Li, and Professor Feng home first!" So, the teachers who were in a hurry to go home left first, and then Lin Lou took out the gifts presented by the President of Uruguay and various artists and began to distribute them, allowing them to experience some exotic charm as well.

"Urudi is a bit poor, but the scenery is still very nice. When you go there later, bring me along." Xu Jiaping said as he admired the Urudi wood carvings. He felt regretful that he didn't get the chance to show his face this time.

"When the inauguration ceremony is held, we'll all go!" Linlou understood their thoughts. Seeing them taking a group photo with President Uruddi, they were definitely envious. Even though Uruddi was poor, President Basongjiza was still the head of state. The opportunity to meet and even take a photo with a head of state is rare.

As long as their wishes can be fulfilled, even if the foreign affairs department does not have much budget, I am willing to pay for them to go over myself. This is also beneficial for fostering team cohesion.

I'm not too busy right now, so I can manage these things. However, in the future when my career grows larger, I'm afraid I won't be able to attend the completion ceremony for every project.

"The coffee is not bad! It's no worse than Jamaica's." Zhou Yalun then took out the coffee beans from Uruddi and started brewing for everyone. As a woman, especially one who has studied abroad in Hong Kong, she still pays attention to this little detail.

"Since you like it, take some back and share it with everyone." Linlou also took the opportunity to give them some small benefits, "There are a few ornaments that would look nice in the office too."

Lin Lou is still young after all. It won't take long for her to recover after flying over from Hong Kong. She rested for a while and then had Yang Mo drive her to take care of some official business.

The car arrived at the residential compound of the China Construction Corporation. Following the address provided by Meng Zhijun, they found his home and knocked on the door. They handed over Meng Zhijun's letter, gift, and regards to his family, and inside, there were also several photos taken by Lin Lou for him.

When Wang Shufen saw her husband's long-lost face in the photo, she couldn't help but shed tears. Communication across countries was not as convenient back then as it is now, and there was no way to have direct video calls like in later generations. Even if one is abroad, they could talk every day, but she usually didn't receive any news from Meng Zhijun for several months. How could she not be excited to see her husband's photo now.

"Comrade Xiao Lin, I feel very thankful for your help this time. My child has been missing his father every day, but with these photos, he'll probably be able to calm down for a while." After hurriedly reading the letter, Wang Shufen quickly wiped away the tears from her face. "Have you eaten yet? Have dinner here, I will cook for you!"

"No need, no need. When I left home, they had already started preparing! After all, the courtyard is also my own home. When I was leaving, everyone was marinating the ingredients and getting ready to barbecue and drink beer."

"Here, there are still a few households' letters that need to be delivered. I really don't have time today. Let's have a good drink when Commander Meng comes back next time." Linlou took out the letters from other comrades in the construction team, and only then did Wang Shufen let him go.

Then he took a walk with him in the China Construction Family Courtyard, and delivered all the letters and gifts to the families. Lin received a wave of gratitude, "Little Lin, right? I'm straightforward and not good with words. In the future, if there's anything I can help with, just speak up. Your matters are our matters."

For Linlou, it was just a small effort, but it meant a lot to them. Being away from home and going to a place as far as Africa, how could their family not worry? Now, Linlou has brought back the news of their safety, and these people are naturally very grateful. If Linlou hadn't persisted, he might have had to return lying down today.

The employees of the construction unit certainly can't hold a candle to Linlou when it comes to drinking. After distributing the letters and gifts, Linlou bid farewell and left. The others saw him off as he left the residential compound, and continued watching until his car disappeared around the corner before returning home.

Start to share the gifts and photos sent back by relatives with the friends and family who rushed over after hearing the news, "Zhijun is doing well over there. Look, this is a photo of him with President Urudi. Here are also some Urudi specialty coffee beans. He wrote in the letter about how to make it clear and we will have a western-style meal today to taste what this coffee really tastes like."

After following the process to brew a cup of coffee, the taste in their mouth is naturally bitter. However, in their hearts, a wave of sweetness surges, as this is a gift from loved ones from afar.

After leaving the Zhongjian residential compound, he did not directly return to the siheyuan, but first went to Mrs. Xie Shuhua's place. The French she had taught him played a huge role in this aid mission, so he would definitely visit the old lady when he returned.

When I arrived at the old lady's house, I recounted what had happened in Urudi, and also brought some Urudi coffee beans and handicrafts. The old lady developed a habit of drinking coffee when she was studying in Paris, and she hasn't changed it until now.

The old lady spoke enthusiastically to him about her past encounters with African immigrants in Paris, "Oh, they had a hard time in France back then. Now they have their own country, and things will surely get better in the future."

This is not necessarily the case. Even thirty years from now, Africa will still be the most underdeveloped continent on Earth, still heavily influenced by Western countries. Issues such as wars, hunger, diseases, and poverty will continue to plague African countries.

Just these things don't need to be mentioned to the old lady. He briefly mentioned a few successful cases in the development of Uludi, then took his leave.

Back at the quadrangle courtyard, Feng Shaoping, Hu Zhongping, and Li Qingxi have all gone home, leaving only Jin QiuXiang, Xu Jiaping, Lin Mita, and a few other roommates, as well as Chen Dejiang and Lin Sheng who rushed over upon hearing the news.

"You came back just in time, the meat is already grilled, come over and eat quickly!" Mayong greeted, handing the largest skewer of meat to Linlou.

"Let's not have Yanjing beer today, let's have this instead," Linlou dragged a large barrel out of the room, "Urudi's banana beer, let's all give it a try. Master Yang, why don't you have some too, we can just rest here tonight."

This barrel of wine is a masterpiece crafted by the best wine brewer in Uruadi, Sindimwo. Before leaving, he gave the Linlou a large barrel of wine, and it cost a lot to transport this wine back, much more than the price of the wine. Today, let's drink half of it first, and then take the remaining half back to let the family taste it fresh.

In addition, do not drink and drive. Although the enforcement in this regard is not strict at the moment, it is important to cultivate good habits for the sake of your own safety.

There are few soldiers who don't like to drink, and this time it's foreign alcohol. Yang Mo immediately became interested, exchanged a few pleasantries, then sat down and took the glass of alcohol from Ma Yong's hand and sang, "It's slightly sweet, with a hint of banana flavor. It's just a bit low in alcohol content."

"I'll give it a try! Mmm, it's really good." Jin Qiuxiang is quite satisfied with this kind of wine. It seems that this kind of beer with low alcohol content and fruity flavor is especially suitable for women to enjoy.

"Mita, you will have to work hard again to get the structure of the stadium done. Come, let's have a drink first. In a couple of days, I will definitely go to report to Commissioner Wu about the work. By then, I will mention your matter and Commissioner Wu will definitely agree. Maybe in a while, you will be my teacher." Linlou and Lin Mita clinked their glasses and said.

Lin Mita was right, I almost forgot. You're only a sophomore next semester! He'll be a senior next semester and will start his internship soon. If he comes to Tsinghua University, he might actually teach the students. It would be so awkward if I ended up teaching in the same building as him.

"Hi, you don't need to worry about this. We have all adapted to it a long time ago! If we see him during class, we'll just ask him to leave. He's so busy every day, how could he still have the energy to attend class?" joked Xu Jiaping.

"Xiao Lin, we need to work on the construction plans for the Urudi Sports Arena and the three new projects in Xiangjiang. We really need to figure out how to allocate the work. Shouldn't we have a good discussion about this?" After drinking for a while, Jin Qiuxiang brought up the actual business matter, "If they all need to be done at the same time, I won't be able to handle it all by myself."

"Let's not talk about this today. Mr. Hu and the others are all at home. Tomorrow, we're going to the Foreign Affairs Department to receive commendation. Let's have the meeting the day after tomorrow! I'll call the Xiangshan Hotel later to book a meeting room and a few rooms. We'll have a quiet and thorough discussion then! With more and more projects coming in, our firm should be on the right track."

So this meeting will not only discuss project distribution issues, but also everyone's roles, recruitment of new employees, and so on. There's a lot to research and discuss.

Jin Qiuxiang hadn't realized these things yet, just feeling that it was a bit of a waste to go to the Xiangshan Hotel for a meeting. Xu Jia Ping, on the other hand, got a hint of the taste and became even more looking forward to it.

There's still business to attend to tomorrow, and since we are all cultured people, we drink in moderation. So around eight or nine o'clock, everyone feels it's time to leave. The teachers return to their own homes, while the driver, Yang Mo, stays behind in the courtyard to rest.

The next morning, everyone gathered in the quadrangle and, after breakfast, the officials from the Foreign Affairs Department came to pick them up. This time, everyone went together, although only Lin and his three companions were going to Uluudi. However, in order to complete this task well, everyone had to work together.

When they arrived at the office of the Foreign Affairs Department, a director came forward to commend them and revealed some information. He mentioned that after the project was officially completed and the ceremony was held, they would formally commend Lin and others.

"Is there anything we can help with for this task? Will it be possible to complete it on time?" he asked with concern. "Feel free to ask for help in any way, and we will do our best to coordinate for you."

"We are used to dealing with technical issues, and even if problems arise, we can overcome them ourselves," Linlou spoke on behalf of the group. "We guarantee to ensure quality, complete the task as soon as possible!"

"I've heard about your team's efficiency in producing drawings. I heard that you are all using computer-aided design. Our department has also purchased several computers. It's true that using computers for report generation is more efficient than manual work, but there are not many people who know how to use them. It seems that computers are really useful, so we should make an effort to learn how to use them as soon as possible," nodded the director with satisfaction.

"After completing each stage of the task, we will report to you for timely communication. In this project, the foreign affairs department also acts as the first party, so these tasks are necessary."

"That's good, but there's no need to hurry. If I remember correctly, Xiaolin is from Nanjiang City, Haidong Province, right? After being abroad for so long, it's time to go home and take a look. Take a few days off for yourself first, and then come back to work. The land leveling and other preparatory work in Urdi will also take some time, which won't delay things." Director Si expressed understanding.

When it comes to this, Director Si still feels a little confused. The comrades who used to be in charge of foreign aid projects were all key members of the unit. How did it end up being a student on campus this time? But the person's abilities are indeed solid. This time, the Urudi ambassador to China specially came to convey the gratitude of the President of Urudi, and they also received praise from the superior leaders.

Linlou also has this plan. There is no need to rush with this matter. "When I return, several teachers will still stay in Beijing to continue working. The progress of the work will proceed on schedule according to the time nodes."

"I still have some work to do here. You just got back yesterday, and I reckon you haven't rested well. I won't take up any more of your time. Let's chat next time!" After saying a few more words, the meeting ended.

The director arranged for someone to send Lin and his team back, then returned to the office and started chatting with colleagues. "Hey, do you think Lin did such a great job on the project, should we continue to send him for design tasks in the future? After all, there are not many architects with such strong technical skills, good physical fitness, and proficiency in several foreign languages like him."

"Let's wait and see first! The construction drawings aren't out yet, and the sports center hasn't started construction either! After all, being an architect is a job that relies on experience, Comrade Xiaolin is still too young." My colleague's attitude is more conservative.

"Yeah, that's true. Let's wait and see! After all, these are all things for the future. Nowadays, China's foreign aid projects have just resumed, and due to economic strength and international influence, they have not yet been widely implemented. Therefore, there won't be too many aid tasks in the short term."

After returning, Lin went to visit Member Wu and chatted with him about the situation in Uruiti. He also finalized the matter concerning Linmita. Starting from next semester, Linmita will be able to come to Tsinghua University for an internship.

After it ended, everyone chatted about the topics to be discussed tomorrow, then rested early. When they woke up in the morning, Zhou Yalun brought two cars over and took them to Xiangshan Hotel.

Manager Zou Liwei of Xiangshan Hotel had long prepared rooms and meeting rooms for them. All the equipment in the meeting room had also been set up, and they could start the meeting as soon as they arrived.

The first item on the agenda at the meeting is the issue of personnel expansion. "We now have more and more projects on our hands, including the construction of the Shanghai Youth League Office Building, the Linzhou University Library, and the Xiangjiang Peak Club. We are also about to start the construction design for the Uludi National Library, and have just signed contracts for the personal residences and office buildings commissioned by three wealthy individuals in Xiangjiang."

"With so many projects, we don't have enough manpower just relying on our team. Even with the additional help from the Hong Kong team, it's still not enough. I interviewed a group of people during my recent trip to Hong Kong and recruited a few more, but it's still not sufficient. We also need to hire some people here. If any of the teachers have suitable candidates, please feel free to recommend them."

"Not only do we need talent in architectural design, but also in other areas. I'm planning to go talk to Aunt Wei at the city court in a few days. She mentioned last time that her family has a child waiting to take on a job. I think we can hire her to take care of financial and logistical work."

"We did have a few teachers in our department mention this, but if we keep poaching staff from our own department, wouldn't Chairman Wu get angry? There are also some good teachers from other schools, and their school isn't very strict about outside work. As long as they can publish more articles, the school probably will turn a blind eye to it."

Several teachers counted their contacts and proposed some good candidates. They plan to talk to them after the meeting and wait for Mr. Lin to come back for a unified interview.

Next is to assign work tasks. Similar to when they were in Hong Kong, Lin tells them that if they have any ideas, they can try it out first. If it works well, they can be appointed as the project leader.

The meeting lasted the entire day. In the evening, we went to the restaurant for dinner. As we walked to the restaurant entrance, Lin heard someone next to him say in French, "Joli costume" which means "Nice suit" in English.

Rushing or dragging, I'm still a little late. I'm sorry, I'll be on time for the next chapter.
Chapter 359 Pierre Cardin

Pierre Cardin, who is sixty years old this year, was born near Venice, Italy. When he was two years old, he moved to the industrial city of Saint-Étienne in France with his parents. Due to financial constraints, Pierre Cardin did not have the opportunity to study much, but he never gave up on learning.

From the age of twelve, Pierre Cardin began looking for work. He worked as an apprentice in a shoe store, as a clerk in a grocery store, and also sold fruits and toys. At the age of seventeen, Pierre Cardin worked as an accountant in a garment factory, where he learned skills in finance, management, and garment making, laying a solid foundation for his future.

All people living in France look forward to Paris, including Pierre Cardin. Even the Second World War could not stop his steps. With a tattered suitcase, he rode a dilapidated bicycle on the road.

However, the journey was not smooth. He first violated the German curfew and was detained. Luckily, he was not Jewish, so he was released after a few days. Then he lost the little money he had and had to wander the streets of Paris.

Fortunately, the things he learned in the clothing factory saved him. When he saw a tailor shop recruiting employees, he walked in and successfully interviewed to stay.

He humbly studied in this store, laid a solid foundation of skills, and by the end of World War II, at the age of 23, Pierre Cardin had become an outstanding fashion designer through his own efforts, and joined the famous Pacquin fashion company in Paris as a designer.

Pierre Cardin designed costumes for many famous actors in Paris at that time. His clothing was innovative and meticulously crafted, and was well-loved by people. He also befriended some well-known figures in the French arts scene, whose aesthetic ideas greatly inspired him and broadened his vision and cultural literacy.

By 1950, Pierre Cardin began his entrepreneurial venture, renting a storefront on Rue Faubourg Saint-Honoré to exhibit his own designed clothing, gradually venturing into factory production from the field of custom tailoring.

Because it does not have the long history of brands like Burberry, Hermès, or Louis Vuitton, nor does it have the intricate connections to the upper class society like Chanel, Pierre Cardin can only rely on clever strategies to win.

He took advantage of the fervor of the "Apollo Program" to launch a space clothing collection, and convinced the wildly popular Beatles to wear his clothes.

However, due to the lack of background and connections, Pierre Cardin's multiple adventures, although successful, still had the biggest cake plundered by other brands, to the extent that some in the fashion world joked, "If it weren't for Pierre Cardin's exemplary role, there wouldn't be so many people wearing Gucci leather jackets, Ralph Lauren shirts, and Oscar de la Renta clothes."

This sentence seems to praise Pierre Cardin's spirit of adventure, but in reality it is mocking him for taking huge risks each time, only to end up benefiting other brands.

By the late 1970s, old brands like Chanel and Louis Vuitton were still shining, Tiffany also gained a new life in the United States. Emerging brands such as Armani, Valentino, and Givenchy were beginning to make their mark, along with designers from newly developed countries like Japan entering the fashion industry, which added significant pressure for Pierre Cardin.

By chance, he came across a tapestry produced by a Tianjin carpet factory at the China Light Industry Exposition in Paris. It depicted a green Great Wall, and he stood there for a long time.

After being promoted by the Chinese staff, he didn't hesitate to spend fifty thousand yuan to buy this carpet, which is equivalent to more than fifty years of income for an ordinary worker.

Pierre Cardin is not interested in this piece of carpet, but in the magnificent Great Wall symbolizing China on the carpet. More precisely, he is interested in the huge market hidden in China. In his opinion, "a country with a population of over one billion, even if you just attach ten buttons to each person's clothing, that is still a huge market!"

So, since Pierre Cardin could not break through in the European and American markets, why not try the emerging markets? So Pierre Cardin immediately set off for China, only at that time the Chinese officials did not yet understand the significance of fashion, so it was not until two years later that Pierre Cardin first set foot on Chinese soil.

And in 1979, the first fashion show in the history of New China was held at the Nationalities Cultural Palace in Beijing, which caused a huge impact on the Chinese official representatives who watched the show.

Although this fashion show has been controversial, once the door to beauty is opened, it will not be easily closed; Pier Cardin has since made several trips to China and has founded the first modeling team in China. Even Emperor Zhang Tielin was invited by him in the past, but was rejected because he did not understand what a fashion model does.

After Pierre Cardin's relentless efforts, his work in China gradually began to show results. Last year, he held a formal fashion show at a hotel in Beijing and subsequently started traveling to other places for performances.

This time he came to Beijing to see the progress during this period. Due to the fact that I.M. Pei won the renovation project of the Louvre, he chose to stay at the Xiangshan Hotel, and he also wanted to see what surprises this world-famous architect could bring to him.

I didn't expect to have an unexpected gain just after arriving at the hotel. Although Lin Lou's high-end custom suit might not be considered anything special by fashion designer Pierre Cardin, it was really eye-catching to see a young man dressed like this in China, among a crowd of people wearing monotonous black, blue, and gray clothes with simple sewing.

So Pierre Cardin couldn't help but sigh. Linlou heard it and politely turned around and said in French, "Thank you for your compliments."

This made Pierre Cardin even more pleasantly surprised, and he quickly reached out his hand. "Hello, I'm Pierre Cardin, a fashion designer from France. May I ask who you are?"

"Lin Lou, a Chinese architect!" No wonder he looks familiar. So it's him. Lin Lou is also a bit surprised. Although architecture and fashion design are two different fields, they have many things in common. Jizaki Shin and Issey Miyake have gained a lot from their interactions. It would be nice to have a chat with him.

And in the future, many luxury brands began to venture into the field of architecture. Bulgari has built its own brand hotels in multiple locations around the world, and also launched a special limited edition watch by Tadao Ando. Versace has built Versace residences in Manila, Beirut, Chengdu, and others. Prada has renovated the Rong House located at 186 Shaanxi North Road in Shanghai.

Not to mention the flagship stores of luxury brands around the world, each of them can be said to be a masterpiece of architects, each with its own unique charm.

"Are you here to dine with friends? In that case, I won't disturb you. Could you please tell me how long you'll be here? When you have some time, I'd like to chat with you when you're free," Pierre Cardin maintained his gentlemanly demeanor, despite being somewhat urgent.

"I won't be leaving until tomorrow afternoon, so it should be fine by the evening. If you're free in the evening, we can have a meal together." Both of them intended to get to know each other, so they quickly agreed on a time.

After exchanging business cards, Linlou and several teachers went into a private room to have a meal. While waiting for the food, Li Qingxi couldn't help but ask curiously, "Xiaolou, what does this person do? What did you talk to him about?"

"He is the famous French fashion designer Pierre Cardin. In fact, there are many aspects of clothing design and architectural design that can be mutually beneficial. We both became interested after knowing each other's identities, so we arranged to meet and chat tonight." Linlou recounted the conversation to them.

"Oh, is that the one who held a fashion show at the Beijing Hotel last year? I heard about it at the salon." In the courtyard of Linlou, gatherings were often held, attracting not only people from the architectural industry but also those from the cultural and art circles, including some from the fashion industry.

The fashion show at the Beijing Hotel attracted many foreign media, but not a single domestic media outlet showed up, so there was no coverage at all. They could only get a little bit of information from industry insiders.

After having a meal, I returned to the room to rest for a while, and prepared to continue the meeting at 2:30. The afternoon meeting mainly discussed the renovation plan for the quadrangle courtyard. Now various channels have received some information. Liu Tong helped persuade a manufacturing plant to relocate, and soon they will have a whole alley to themselves.

So we need to discuss and agree on how to carry out the renovation in advance. Although each teacher has their own ideas, it is best to maintain a unified style overall so that it does not appear abrupt.

"I think the design of this quadrangle courtyard by Xiaolou is quite good. It maintains the original style of the old Beijing quadrangle courtyard in appearance, but is more in line with modern living in terms of functionality. Additionally, it was not simply designed as an independent courtyard, but also took into consideration issues such as neighborhood interaction and public facilities," Xu Jiaping spoke first.

"We can definitely follow this path, which can not only satisfy our own lives, but also provide a model for the transformation of old areas in Beijing."

"Yes, overall style should be consistent, but within each courtyard, we can still design according to our own preferences, and there's no shortage of room for creativity." Li Qingxi also agreed with this plan. While the general direction should remain consistent, there are plenty of opportunities for them to express their preferences in the landscaping, small decorative elements, interior decoration, and so on.

"I never thought I would have a day to design my own yard!" Two years ago, everyone was still worrying about splitting the house. At that time, they were happy as long as they could have a small house of about 20 square meters for marriage.

However, now they can design their own houses according to their own preferences. When thinking of this, everyone feels quite emotional. If they hadn't met Linlou, they wouldn't have had this opportunity.

“The issues involved here are not only related to construction, but also include urban planning, public facilities, and other aspects. The transformation may only take one or two years, but there will definitely be ongoing adjustments in the future.” Not to mention, the problem with the sewer system cannot be solved for the time being, so it's likely that the toilets will have to be used for a long time.

"In the design scheme, we need to grasp the following directions: emphasize organic coordination and development with the city; maintain the traditional framework of the neighborhood; find space prototypes from tradition and innovate in inheritance; meet the needs through mix, affirm economic vitality; improve street space, guide outdoor social life; create reasonable cognitive scale, communication distance, and semi-public space for neighborhood communication; continue and integrate residential culture; leave space for future further transformations..."

These are mostly the principles upheld during the renovation process of Chuer Hutong, and Lin Lou has made adjustments based on the actual situation and his own understanding of Beijing's future development.

Everyone agreed with this, and they took out pen and paper to start recording. With the matter settled, the formal agenda of the meeting came to an end, and everyone eagerly began chatting about the plans.

In addition to their own house, they also plan to try out the three projects in Hong Kong. Although Linlou had let them try a few times before, the final plan was still formulated by Linlou, but these teachers all felt that after experiencing so many exercises, their professional skills and conceptual thinking had been greatly improved. Maybe they will be chosen this time.

And even if these three projects don't work out, as long as the projects continue and maintain this pace of progress, there will be opportunities sooner or later in the future. They are full of confidence in their own future.

Linlou is equally confident in them. Being able to become a teacher at Tsinghua University and passing the entrance exam for the graduate program in architecture at Tongji University proves that their intelligence and aesthetic sense are not a problem. What they lack now is only experience and vision. Over the past two years, I have been constantly supplementing their knowledge in these areas, and now they are very different from what they were two years ago.

In a few years, each of them will be able to stand on their own. By that time, Wen Xuan Si, Zheng Weiming, Ma Yong, Su Zhongming and other classmates should also have graduated. After all the training and influence, they will certainly be much more capable than those in the original history. By then, recruiting a few more, there will be no shortage of talent in our own firm.

As we chatted, time flew by and before we knew it, it was time for dinner. Lin Lou announced the end of the gathering, saying, "I'll be heading home in a few days, so I'll leave these matters for you to take care of."

"I won't be able to join you for dinner tonight. Manager Zou has already made arrangements. You can go straight there. I'll go see if Mr. Pierre Cardin has arrived." After leaving the meeting room, Lin went to the restaurant to admire Zhao Wuji's large paintings while waiting for Pierre Cardin to arrive.

Not long after, the voice of Pierre Cardin came in his ears, "When I was in Paris, I met Mr. Zhao. His style has changed a lot in recent years, and these works full of Eastern charm are truly fascinating. I think if this piece were to be placed in Paris, it would certainly be snatched up by collectors."

"Mr. Zhao's work has indeed added a lot of color to the Fragrant Hills Hotel." Lin Lou turned around and saw Pierre Cardin dressed sharply, exuding an elegant temperament all over, only the slightly out-of-place Ge You-style hairstyle.

The two of them took their seats in a private room at the Chinese restaurant. Pierre Cardin had been to Beijing several times before and was familiar with Chinese cuisine. He even enthusiastically mentioned a dish he had once tried at a restaurant in Beijing to Lin Lou.

"At that time, the chef swiftly poured a steaming bowl of soup-based sea cucumber onto another plate of crispy fried rice, creating a sizzling sound. This sensation was truly extraordinary. I had never seen this type of dish in France before, so I curiously asked the chef for the name of the dish. He told me it was called 'Bombing Tokyo'."

This is true. During the resistance war, Sichuan cuisine master Luo Guorong invented this dish and named it "Bombing Tokyo". In 1953, Luo Guorong followed General He to Beijing and became the head chef of Sichuan cuisine at the Beijing Hotel, bringing this dish to Beijing as well. Many old generals who experienced that era really liked this dish and its name.

Until the end of the 1970s, Sino-Japanese relations had improved, and the Beijing Hotel took on more and more foreign affairs reception tasks, which led to the renaming of this dish. In addition, another famous Sichuan dish, "blanched cabbage in boiling water," was also widely promoted by Luo Guorong and included in the state banquet menu.

On the back of this topic, Pierre Cardin talked about his own identity and his experiences in Beijing. Linlou listened attentively. He had heard many times about the connection between Pierre Cardin and China in later generations, but hearing it from the person himself was a different kind of feeling.

The adventurous spirit of Pierre Cardin indeed made his brand wildly popular in China for a while. In the 1980s and 1990s, Pierre Cardin became synonymous with top-level brands in the hearts of the Chinese people. Everyone believed that Pierre Cardin's clothing was the best in the world, and as a result, Pierre Cardin earned hefty profits.

As China's economy continues to develop, more and more people are traveling abroad, only to realize that Pierre Cardin is just a mid-range brand, and there is still a significant gap compared to the top brands such as Dior, Chanel, Louis Vuitton, Gucci, Prada, and CK, as well as the second-tier brands like Givenchy, Armani, Valentino, YSL, Versace, Hermes, Longchamp, and Burberry.

Pierre Cardin repeated his history once again, his adventure opened up the Chinese market, but the biggest piece of the cake did not belong to him.

Lin Lou also talked about his own situation. When he heard that he was a native Chinese who hadn't even graduated, Pierre Cardin was very surprised.

I was even more surprised to hear that he was involved in the design of the Fragrant Mountain Hotel. When Linlou mentioned that he had won the architectural design competition for the Xiangjiang Summit Club and designed the national stadium for Uruudi, Pierre Cardin was at a loss for words.

He also has some knowledge of the architecture industry and understands that there may be opportunities for early success in the fashion design industry. However, in the architecture industry, it's somewhat unbelievable to have accomplished so many projects at such a young age.

He was only slightly interested in Lin Lou at first, but after learning about these things, his interest grew even stronger. "May I have the honor of appreciating your work?"

"I didn't bring it today, but my office is not far from here. If you have time, we can go together and take a look tomorrow."
Chapter 360 The Venice Biennale

"I am honored." Pierre Cardin eagerly hopes to communicate with Chinese artists in order to understand the preferences of the people in this country, and to open up the market for his fashion designs. Therefore, faced with such an invitation, he has no reason to refuse.

The conversation then turned to lighter topics, and both sides discussed the popular concepts and trends in the design world today. They were both tired of the prevailing modernist movement, so they found themselves increasingly in sync as they chatted. By the time it ended, they were on a first-name basis and no longer needed to be as formal as they were at the beginning.

"The conversation with you is really pleasant." Since Pierre Cardin came to China, he has never met someone who is so knowledgeable about fashion and design. This conversation has made him feel comfortable and pleased, "I will definitely come to visit your home tomorrow and appreciate your work."

Through this conversation, he is full of expectations for the design of Lin Tower. As an architect with a deep understanding of beauty, his designs must be stunning, right?

After resting for the night, when checking out the next day at noon, Pierre Cardin was already waiting in the lobby, accompanied by a lady. He introduced her to Lin, "Mr. Lin, this is my partner in China, Ms. Song Huaigui."

The lady was wearing a custom-made rose-red Pierre Cardin gown, boldly exposing her arms and shoulders, a dress that was considered shocking and unconventional in 1980s China. As she walked in and out of the lobby, the guests couldn't help but express their surprise at her attire. However, Ms. Song Huaigui remained unfazed, calmly shaking hands and greeting Mr. Linlou.

The background of this person is quite extraordinary, as his father once served as the general manager of the Beijing Branch of the Central Bank, and his mother comes from a scholarly family and studied at Jinling Women's University in Nanjing. In 1954, Song Huaigui entered the Oil Painting Department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts, where he became friends with the daughter of Deng Xixian and later met a Bulgarian student named Wan Man.

Soon they fell in love, but at that time international marriages were still a blank area, and relevant departments had no idea how to handle their union. So, Song Huaigui wrote a letter to Comrade Wu Hao.

Comrade Wu Hao personally sent his blessings to this cross-border couple. In the auditorium of the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Song Huaigui and Wan Man completed their simple wedding ceremony, making it the first international marriage since the founding of New China.

Afterwards, Song Huaigui left her hometown and followed her husband to Bulgaria, where she entered Sofia University to further her exploration of the arts. At the Soft Sculpture Art Exhibition in Varna, Song Huaigui met Pierre Cardin, who was in need of a partner familiar with Chinese culture and art, and Song Huaigui, in turn, missed China very much.

So both sides hit it off, and Song Huaigui became the spokesperson for Pierre Cardin in China, managing the business of Pierre Cardin's brand in China and the Maxim's restaurants he opened in China. Then Song started to scout and develop models for Pierre Cardin in China, gradually making fashion known to the Chinese people.

The Maxim's restaurant has also become a gathering place for many literary people. Cui Jian, the godfather of rock, sang "Nothing to My Name" for the first time here; the Black Panther band broke the only guitar here; Bertolucci began to plan his "The Last Emperor" here; Zunlong almost stayed here during the shooting period; Leslie Cheung left behind his last image here. Meanwhile, the young-faced Jiang Wen, holding his just-won trophy, begged others to take a picture of him at the bar.

Song Huaigui is always warm and dignified, able to hold down any scene. French superstar Alain Delon held a grand 50th birthday party at Maxim's.

On that day, Alain Delon and Song Huaigui sat together in front of Chinese and French flags, surrounded by bodyguards, and faced countless camera flashes and microphones for interviews. Alain Delon jokingly said to Song Huaigui, "Today I turn 50. If the restaurant admits 50 guests, we'll close the door and thank the guests."

Song Huaigui responded easily, "We have a legend in China that says the number of guests at your birthday party is how many years you'll live." Alain Delon laughed heartily at this, and that day Maxim was squeezed by the guests.

"Ms. Song, hello, it's a pleasure to meet you!" Mr. Lin greeted the woman known in the fashion world as "Madam Song."

"Mr. Lin, I have heard a lot about your name before. Your salon is very interesting, but I never had the chance to attend. Today, I finally have the opportunity to fulfill this wish!" Song Huaigui's way of speaking does make people feel as if they are basking in a spring breeze. Her ability to mix well with people is not solely due to her background.

"Ms. Song, I have long heard of your great reputation. It is truly an honor for you and Mr. Pierre Cardin to visit my humble abode today." After chatting for a while, Lin escorted them to his own car and drove towards the quadrangle courtyard.

When they arrived, Pierre Cardin and Song Huaigui were both amazed by the appearance of the quadrangle courtyard. "This is truly a wonderful design, perfectly integrating ancient and modern elements, presenting a charm completely different from Western architecture, but not at all affecting people's enjoyment of modern technological achievements."

"The courtyard renovation is also great, abandoning the complexity of classicism and presenting a modernist simplicity. However, from the elements of composition, you can still see the charm of ancient Chinese architecture."

"If you have similar designs, I will definitely rent it and use it as my residence in China!" Pierre Cardin exclaimed sincerely as he gazed at the decorative tiles assembled together.

"No wonder those painters and sculptors who attended your salon spoke highly of it when they came to me, saying that the place is really nice! Xiaolin, if I want to hold a party next time, can I borrow your place? It gets boring always holding it at Maxim's for a long time." Song Huaigui also fell in love with this place.

After all, she graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts and married an artist husband, so her aesthetic level is naturally unquestionable, and she has the ability to appreciate the highlights of this quadrangle courtyard in Linlou.

"We are currently preparing to overhaul a Hutong in the old city area. The result of the transformation should be similar to this place. If you are still interested at that time, renting a courtyard to you will not be a problem at all! We can even discuss and provide suitable solutions based on your preferences during the design process."

It's quite a coincidence that after the renovation of Juer Hutong, it is also popular among foreigners in Beijing, and most of the courtyards are rented to foreigners.

"Ms. Song, if you're willing to come, I would definitely welcome it." Lin Lou also wants to communicate with artists from other fields more, which is also beneficial for inspiring his own creativity.

"Then it's settled. The next gathering will be at your place, and I'll bring people over. If you ever want to dine at Maxim's in the future, just give me a call and I'll make room for you." Song Huaigui took out his business card and handed it to Linlou.

At the end of the 19th century, a man named Maxime Gaillard chose the address of Royal Street to open a restaurant, and named it after himself.

On May 21, 1893, the "Maxim's Restaurant" was born. Initially, it was visited by the nobleman Arnold Gonda and his girlfriend. Subsequently, he often invited friends to gather there, and soon Maxim's Restaurant became a popular "club" for young people in the upper class of Paris to frequent.

In 1900, during the World Expo in Paris, Maxim's restaurant became a trendy social gathering place, where Russian grand dukes, South American tycoons, and German and Dutch barons gathered for dinner.

Last year, Pierre Cardin spent $1.5 million to buy Maxim's Restaurant, and planned to open branches in China, with Song Huaigui in charge of daily management. The construction of Maxim's Restaurant in Beijing has been put on the agenda and is expected to open for business next year.

Meeting this fashion maven is like entering the fashion scene in Beijing. Maybe when you go to her place for dinner, you might even get to see a performance by Cui Jian? Take a few photos then, and in a few years, when you look back at them, it will be a treasure trove of memories.

When it comes to Cui Jian, Lin Lou remembers his senior sister Zhang Kequn. She was admitted to Tsinghua University in 1961 and has been working as an architect after graduation. She later gave birth to a son named Gao Xiaosong, who was admitted to the Department of Electronic Engineering at Tsinghua University in 1988, but he had no talent in engineering and ended up pursuing a career in music.

Accompanied by them, he toured the courtyard, visited the indoor decoration, and finally sat down in a place near the river. Piel Carden praised the river view, which was framed by a decorative wall made of black and white tiles, and had a unique flavor.

"Coffee or tea? I have just brought back coffee from Urud, and it's just as good as Jamaican coffee," Linlou asked.

"I know that Urundi's coffee beans are of good quality. I've been in China for quite a few days now and have been drinking all kinds of tea. I do miss the taste of coffee, so I'll give Urundi's coffee a try!" Urundi used to be a French colony and supplied a lot of coffee to France. Pierre Cardin naturally knows about this.

Song Huaigui did not trouble others, but personally brewed coffee for everyone. After bringing it over, Pierre Cardin tasted it and said, "The taste is quite good, better than any Urudi coffee I've ever had."

"This is the best work of the Urudi coffee roaster, which has always been enjoyed only by his friends. Like the banana beer brewing master, this coffee master also sent out his best work as a thank you to Linlou for his contribution to Urudi. These are certainly not comparable to ordinary coffee beans."

"Later we can try the Chinese hotpot, paired with the Urudi banana beer." Linlou has already had the beer put in the refrigerator to chill, it's really satisfying to drink ice-cold beer on a hot day.

"If you have the chance to go to Paris, I will treat you to the best Bordeaux wine. The bottle I brought today is not really the top quality, but I came in a hurry and didn't have time to prepare a proper gift," Pierre Cardin said apologetically. He didn't come empty-handed though and brought a bottle of wine for Linlou as well.

Hmm, speaking of red wine, Linlou immediately thought of something else. This year is 1982! The Lafite in 1982 is so famous. It might be difficult for me to buy it on my own, but if Pierre Cardin steps in, the Lafite Winery will definitely give face, right? I've already collected quite a bit of Maotai and Wuliangye, so why not get some Lafite too?

"I heard that this year's sunshine and climate in Bordeaux are good, and many chateaux have produced exceptional wines rarely seen in recent years. I wonder if there's a chance to buy some for storage? In fact, my courtyard also has a wine cellar," Linlou inquired tentatively. At the same time, he had already made up his mind that if the foreign affairs department had any projects for Cuban aid, he would definitely secure it and then bring back a bunch of high-quality cigars for collection.

"The climate this year has indeed been unusually good in recent years, and many wineries have had a bountiful harvest. If you're interested, I can help you get some for your collection. Which brands do you like? How many cases do you want?" For Pierre Cardin, it was just a matter of raising his hand. Whether it’s Lafite or Margaux, these wineries are all in the business of selling wine.

He just had some doubts about Lin Lou's financial capability. It wasn't his first time in China, and he was aware of the current income levels of the Chinese people. At first, he wanted to ask for a few bottles, but considered it impolite. So, he changed it to a few crates and had already made up his mind to cover the cost himself.

The 1982 Lafite Rothschild has been skyrocketed in value in later years, but it is not worth much now. This is also common in the wine industry. Wine, like women, needs time to mature and ferment, and should be drunk in the best years. Newly released wines every year are definitely not as valuable as well-aged wines of the appropriate vintage, even in good years.

"My brother has opened a software company in the United States, mainly engaged in the architectural design software industry. It now holds a large share of the European and American markets. It may not be long before it ventures into fashion design. After the first version of the product is produced, I might trouble you for some advice," Lin subtly hinted that his financial capability is absolutely not a problem.

In the future, CAD software can indeed be applied in the field of fashion and accessories design. Since we are now familiar with Pierre Cardin, we can consider exploring research and development in this area.

Pierre Cardin now also understands. It turns out that he is a big rich man. No wonder he can afford to wear high-end custom-made suits worth thousands of dollars. "Pierre Cardin has always been known for daring to take risks in the fashion industry. If there really is such software, I will definitely be the first to try it."

"As for the red wine, since you like it, I will arrange for someone to prepare a purchasing list for you. After you have reviewed it, I will have them purchase according to your preferences and then have it sent to China. When it comes to purchasing red wine, there's a certain art to it. One cannot simply buy a certain vintage aggressively. The customary practice in high society in Europe and America is to purchase red wines from different brands, grades, and vintages to pair them together."

Because this allows you to drink the most suitable red wine for each year, and it can be used for different occasions; for example, the most suitable years for drinking 1982 Lafite are not necessarily the older the better.

And even among the vintages from Château Lafite, 1982 is far from the best. The vintages prior to this, such as 1959, 1953, 1901, 1949, as well as later years like 2016, 2019, 2009, 2017, 2000, 2010, and 1986, all have better quality than the 1982 vintage.

In 1982, Lafite was so famous in China, largely due to the influence of Hong Kong films and television. Since Pierre Cardin has agreed, then this matter is settled. In the future, Linlou can harvest a batch of the best French red wine every year. If anyone tries to show off with a 1982 Lafite in front of him again, he will just take them to his own wine cellar to see, and their expression will surely be funny, right?

Sipping on a cup of Urudi coffee, Linlou took out the renderings and models of his previous works, and asked Pierre Cardin and Song Huaigui to appreciate them. The two of them quickly fell in love with Linlou's designs.

"Ah, the design of this library is truly amazing. I never thought that a library, which needs sunlight the most, could be placed underground. But from the drawings and models, it seems that with these light wells, it doesn't affect the use of the library at all," said Pierre Cardin, pointing to the model of the library at the University of Linzhou.

"I think the office building of the Shanghai Youth League Committee is also great. Unlike those old-fashioned office buildings in other parts of China, it is full of youthful energy and is really suitable as the office building of the Youth League Committee." Song Huaigui also praised.

They were not as impressed by the Urudi National Sports Stadium, because they did not understand Urudi's culture and only felt that the building was full of exotic charm, emitting a different kind of allure.

But when they saw the Victoria Peak Club, they couldn't help but gush with praise, "This is really amazing. The owner is so lucky. Once this building is completed, their name will surely be known worldwide because of it, right?"

"This is simply the gathering place of my dreams." Song Huaigui, who often frequents all kinds of high-end gatherings, was deeply impressed by this design. "It's a pity that the design plan for the Maxim Restaurant has already been finalized and construction has begun, otherwise I would definitely ask you to design it!"

Song Huaigui felt that the design of Linlou far surpassed that of the current Maxim restaurant in Beijing. However, as construction had already begun, they would incur significant losses if they were to start over. She regretted not having met Linlou earlier, even just a few months ago.

"No, it's not too late now," Pierre Cardin then remembered something else, "I'm currently planning to rebuild a Pierre Cardin flagship store in Paris. The designer has not been determined yet. I wonder if Mr. Lin is willing to take on this task!"

His mind began to wander, as any flagship store of a major brand is heavily publicized before its opening, and now there is a perfect opportunity.

"Next month, this year's Venice Biennale is about to begin. I have a good relationship with the current president, Giuseppi Gallazzo, and he has invited me to participate in this exhibition. However, I have not made up my mind yet. If you, Mr. Lin, are willing to take on this task and come up with a conceptual design before September, maybe we can participate in this exhibition!"

Oh, finally not late today, so lucky.
Chapter 361 Role Model

The Venice Biennale is well-known in the art world, and along with documenta in Kassel, Germany and the São Paulo Biennial in Brazil, they are regarded as the world's three major art exhibitions. It holds the top position in terms of seniority among these exhibitions and is known as the carnival of the art world.

But it is somewhat unfamiliar to ordinary people. However, when it comes to the Venice Film Festival, more people will know about it.

The Venice Film Festival, along with the Cannes International Film Festival and the Berlin International Film Festival, is known as one of the three major international film festivals in Europe. The highest award is the "Golden Lion Award." Many famous Chinese filmmakers such as Zhang Yimou, Jia Zhangke, Xia Yu, and Gong Li have won prestigious awards at the Venice Film Festival.

In fact, the Venice Film Festival is just a part of the Venice Biennale, which includes six major categories: art, music, film, drama, architecture, and dance. The Venice Film Festival is the film section of the Biennale, which is held annually, while the others are held every two years.

The Venice Biennale began in 1895 and was initially held in odd-numbered years. In 1910, the 9th Venice Biennale was brought forward to 1910 to avoid conflicting with the International Art Exhibition in Rome in 1911. Since then, it has been held in even-numbered years.

By the 45th session in 1992, the next exhibition was postponed to 1993 to mark the centennial anniversary of the biennial exhibition. From then on, the biennial exhibition returned to odd-numbered years. This year is 1982, and it happens to be the 40th session of the biennial exhibition.

Pierre Cardin, worried that Lin Lou might not understand, specifically explained to him the relevant knowledge of the Venice Biennale. Song Huaigui added, "In fact, as early as 1971, China participated in the Venice Biennale and sent 'The Red Detachment of Women' to exhibit, which caused quite a sensation in Paris at that time."

This is quite normal. Paris has had revolutions before. Many people must be very excited to see this kind of program, right? Lin Lou muttered in his heart.

Pierre Cardin continued to popularize with Lin Lou, "The earliest Venice Biennale only included arts such as painting and sculpture, and subsequently expanded to include music, film, and drama categories in the 1930s. The first Venice Film Festival opened in 1932, making it the world's first film festival of its kind."

"In 1980, architecture was added, and now the Venice Biennale consists of five categories: art, music, film, theater, and architecture. This year marks the second Venice Architecture Biennale. As for dance, it will not be added to the Venice Biennale until 1999, so the event does not currently include six categories."

"The Venice Biennale not only provides a popular model for international art exhibitions, but it is also a barometer, weather vane, and observatory for contemporary international art, mainly Western art. It is not a fixed pattern, but a changing pattern that evolves with the evolution of Western art."

"The content of previous exhibitions is basically synchronized with the historical evolution of Western art. The Venice Biennale has formed an interactive relationship with contemporary art: on the one hand, it has promoted the evolution of Western art by introducing the latest art movements, and on the other hand, the emergence of Western art trends has also driven the Biennale."

"This is also true for the architectural world. If your work wins the favor of architects at this exhibition, you will be able to lead the future trend of the architectural world; many young artists have gained fame at the Venice Biennale, maybe you could be the next one!" Pierre-Cardin worried that Lin Lou would not agree, so he used these to tempt him.

"Xiaolou, this is truly a rare opportunity. You must seize it," Song Huaigui urged. She felt that if they were in a European or American country, the young artist would definitely be delighted to know that they had the opportunity to participate in the Venice Biennale.

"But there's only half a month left now, can I still sign up?" Lin Lou naturally knows the influence of the Venice Biennale, as Wang Shu once participated in it.

In 2010, Japanese female architect Kazuyo Sejima became the curator of the 12th Venice Architecture Biennale and announced the theme of the exhibition, "Encounters in Architecture." Wang Shu won a special honor award for "Decay of the Dome," making him the first Chinese architect to stand on the world's largest architectural exhibition podium in his own name.

Before that, "Commune Under the Great Wall" won the "Architectural Promotion Award" at the biennial exhibition. However, this project was completed through the collaboration of Asian architects, and although Wang Shu was involved in the project, it was not solely completed by him.

During this period, several Chinese architects also participated in the Venice Biennale, and in 2003, they established the Chinese Pavilion here. Since then, different artists have participated in the exhibition every year.

But this kind of exhibition requires advance registration. It's only half a month away from the opening now, I guess the registration review has already been completed, right?

"Don't worry, I am very familiar with this year's chairman, Mr. Gisippi Garasso, so reserving a booth should not be a problem." Pierre Cardin is also a well-known figure in the fashion and art world, so this is just a small matter for him. However, he added, "As long as the artworks you present are stunning enough, I can guarantee that you will be able to step onto the stage of this year's Venice Biennale."

So he still hasn't made a final decision. If his own work doesn't meet his satisfaction, then he probably won't take part this time.

It's actually quite normal to think about it. After all, Pierre Cardin is a well-known fashion brand, and the design of its flagship store is no small matter. If the design is poorly done and then showcased at the Venice Biennale, it wouldn't look good. Artists and critics from around the world would probably make fun of him, right?

In this way, for example, it would affect the brand reputation and sales of Pierre Cardin, so we must be cautious; of course, this is also because Lin Lou's current reputation is not enough. If it were the case of I.M. Pei, he would definitely approve it immediately.

However, going back to the point, there is absolutely no need for anyone to recommend Ieoh Ming Pei to participate in the Venice Biennale. With his qualifications, he is more than capable of being a curator.

"I'll give it a try!" For Linlou, this is indeed a great opportunity. If he can make a splash at this exhibition, his reputation in the European and American architectural world will certainly be greatly enhanced, which in turn will have a greater influence on the domestic front, allowing him to have more say in many matters, and at the same time, he will be able to take on more projects.

"The Venice Biennale has a theme every year. The theme of the previous edition was 'The nature of art and the art of nature', while the theme of this edition is 'Art as art'. You can elaborate on this theme and the cultural heritage of Piero Cardin, and I will send you the relevant materials later."

Lin nodded. The deal was considered reached. If his work could satisfy Pierre Cardin, he would have the opportunity to participate in this year's Venice Biennale, as well as the chance to participate in the second Venice Architecture Biennale. Additionally, he could secure the contract for the architectural design of Pierre Cardin's new flagship store.

"In addition to these, I also need detailed information about the location of the flagship store site," Lin Lou added.

"I will make a call once I'm back at night and ask the French side to send the documents over on the nearest flight. Anyway, Lin speaks French, so it's not a problem for him to read the original materials. Otherwise, translating the documents alone would take a lot of time, and it's probably impossible to catch up with this year's exhibition no matter what."

After finishing the business discussion, everyone relaxed and started chatting about art and design over a cup of Urudi coffee. By the time dinner arrived, they were drinking Urudi's banana beer with the hotpot.

Around 9 pm, Pierre Cardin bid his farewell and Song Huaigui drove him back to the hotel. On the way, he expressed his concerns, "Sir, is it appropriate to entrust such an important task to a young man like him?"

Just like many Chinese people who have the opportunity to learn about foreign countries nowadays, Song Huaigui has always lacked some confidence in his own country. It was just not convenient to speak earlier, and he only reminded after coming out.

"Mr. Lin's fragrant river peak club has a sense of futurism, which aligns with the current trends in the fashion world. From this perspective, his design concept is consistent with Pierre Cardin's pursuit."

"Additionally, in the previous edition of the exhibition, Italian art critic Achille Bonito Oliva and Swedish art critic Harald Szeemann jointly founded the 'Open' exhibition, which focused on promoting the works of young artists. The 'Open' exhibition not only opens to young artists, but also to non-European cultures."

"So, at this year's exhibition, artists from outside of Europe are bound to receive more attention. Inviting him to design a new flagship store for Pierre Cardin might bring unexpected rewards. After all, Pierre Cardin is a businessman, and his invitation to Linlou to do the design is not only for the reasons shown just now."

He considered many aspects of the issue, and then the spirit of daring to take risks came into play again, feeling that this was a great opportunity for Pierre Cardin.

"And as I mentioned earlier, I need to see the work before making a final decision. If his work doesn't satisfy me, naturally I won't let it into the Venice exhibition. But after seeing his pieces, I have a feeling he might surprise us." Pierre Cardin said with a hint of anticipation.

Lin Lou originally planned to return home the next day, but due to this unexpected incident, she had to stay in Beijing for two more days, waiting for Pierre Cardin to deliver a thick stack of documents.

Two days later, Pierre Cardin came over with a thick stack of documents. In addition to the documents, he also brought a gift for Linlou - a set of Pierre Cardin's high-end suits. Lin Lou wasn't curious about how he knew his size, just like an architect could glance at a plot of land and know its size, Pierre Cardin had been in the clothing industry for decades, and he could definitely figure out his size.

Lin Lou exchanged a few polite words, and then, carrying the information and the gifts brought back from Urdi, boarded the flight back to Nanjiang City. Upon arriving at the airport, Jiang Yunying and Lin Shengbin were already waiting outside.

"You are running farther and farther now!" Lin Shengbin saw that he was feeling quite complicated. Other people's children at most just stay at school during the summer vacation and not come back. But he, on the other hand, went to the United States first, then to Africa, and who knows where he will go next?

"Even if it's far away, I will have to come back, right? Dad, when I went to Africa this time, I discovered something very helpful for your work!" After getting into the car, Lin Lou talked about his observations in Uluru, especially the young men transporting hundreds of kilograms of bananas on bicycles along the highway.

"......I specifically asked, and most of the bicycles they are riding now are produced in European and American countries, and they are much more expensive than those made domestically! So I started thinking, doesn't our city of Nanjiang have a bicycle factory? Although it's not as famous as Phoenix or Forever, the quality is still guaranteed! Do you think we could export our city's bicycles to Africa? This could also bring in a lot of foreign exchange, right?" If this business can be achieved, Lin Shengbin should also be promoted, shouldn't he?"

Nowadays, bicycles are considered significant possessions, holding a higher status in the hearts of the common people compared to cars in the future. Buyers intend to use them for many years and they also bear the responsibility of transporting heavy items. Therefore, their quality is extremely reliable, far surpassing that of the shared bikes in the future.

So basically there's no need for much modification, which makes it very suitable for the bicycle transport workers in Uruddi, and it also has price advantages. As long as it is transported to Africa, after people are familiar with it, the locals will definitely be eager to have it.

"The situation in this country is quite unique!" Looking at the photos taken by Lin Lou in Uruddy, Lin Shengbin exclaimed. Working in the foreign trade department and with a wife who teaches foreign languages, he had some understanding of foreign situations, but the current situation in Uruddy still exceeded his imagination.

"But Urudi is so far from China, how can I reach them? If we reach an agreement, shipping the goods won't be difficult, whether it's using the ships of the China Ocean Shipping Company or by renting space from the Hong Kong Shipping Company, we can reach Africa."

"This is not difficult at all. I have a good relationship with the President of Uruguay. After returning, the Uruguayan Embassy in China also sent someone to thank me. When the school starts, you and I will go to Beijing together and bring along several sample bicycles. We will go to the embassy and discuss with them. China can earn foreign exchange, and Uruguay can buy bicycles at a lower price. It's a win-win situation, they will definitely agree."

"Then let's give it a try. I'll go with you when the school starts," Lin Shengbin readily agreed. Since there's no need to go abroad, it'll be much more convenient.

When I returned home, the neighbors on the left and right all rushed over upon hearing the news. We drank Uludidi's banana beer and listened to Linlou talk about his experiences in a foreign country, occasionally expressing some emotions.

"Xiaolou, you've met foreign presidents before! Lao Lin, you should enlarge this photo and hang it in the living room!" Even though it's just an African president, he is still a head of state. Taking a photo with a head of state is something to be proud of."

"The taste of this coffee is not bad, I feel like it's better than the authentic one in Friendship Hotel." Someone pretended to taste the coffee.

"Just forget it. The coffee at Friendship Hotel costs five yuan a cup. With your stingy attitude, would you even be willing to spend that? Do you even know what coffee should taste like?" Someone ruined his pretentious act.

But no matter what we talk about, it always ends up with praise for the Lin brothers and envy for the couple Lin Shengbin and his wife. "Hey, you two have really made it in your life. Both of your children are so successful. The eldest is earning dollars in the US, and the younger one can even take a photo with a foreign president. If my child could achieve just half of what your children have... no, even just a tenth of their success, I would be satisfied."

I don't know if it's been a long time since I've been home, but in the next two days, Lin always felt that the frequency of children being beaten by their neighbors seemed to be more than before.

I stayed at home for two days and then went back to my hometown to accompany my grandparents. The impact of my last visit has gradually fermented. The money and gifts brought back by Lin Sheng have greatly attracted the relatives in the village.

So during these days, many people have been coming to look for Linlou, all asking the same thing in different ways: Can you take my kid with you when you go out this time? Anything is better than going out to sea!

Lin Lou readily agreed to this. The last time he met with Chen Dejiang, they had already discussed the issue of expanding the tile factory. There isn't much clay around Beijing that can be used to make tiles, so he had already gone to Shandong to find a place. After finding a suitable location, he would set up a factory there. It was the right time for hiring people. As long as they were willing to work hard and learn, Lin Lou would be able to create opportunities for them.

"You've handled this matter well. It's not just about achieving success on your own, but being able to lead the clan to forge a path together, that's the real ability," Grandfather, who is getting old, particularly values the development of the clan, and is very satisfied with Linlou's decision.

This is also beneficial for the Lin family. With so many relatives working in the factory, they don't have to worry too much about this aspect. Besides, the Lin family doesn't have any lazy or arrogant descendants, so there's no need to worry about them causing any trouble. If they don't work hard, Lin Sheng can handle them without Lin Lou having to speak.

If they were to return to the village, their family would definitely tie them up and give them a severe beating in the ancestral hall. After that, they probably wouldn't dare to show their face when dealing with relatives in the future.

The financial situation of these people has improved, so those who remain in the village will certainly take good care of their grandparents. In this way, I can feel more at ease in Beijing, and Lin Shengbin can feel more at ease in Nanjiang City.

I have carefully studied the materials sent by Pierre Cardin during these few days of free time. Linlou already has some confidence in how to design Pierre Cardin's new flagship store.

In the blink of an eye, it's time to go to Beijing. There are more people going this time, in addition to Lin Lou and Lin Shengbin, there are also about ten young Lin family members planning to go out and explore.

After arriving in Beijing, Lin Sheng took them to a ceramic tile factory to familiarize themselves with the work. Lin Lou then took Lin Shengbin to the Urudi Embassy in China to discuss the export of bicycles.

Meanwhile, Tsinghua University has also started its new semester. Reporters from the school's communication society have flocked to the school gates to interview the new students. A reporter is specifically responsible for the welcoming point of the architecture department, and has been asking every new student the same question, "Why did you choose to apply for the architecture department?"

"I saw Lin Lou's heroic deeds on TV and I also want to be like Lin Lou!"

"The architecture designed by Lin is really beautiful. I also want to design more beautiful buildings for our country after I finish my studies."

Unconsciously, Linlou has become a role model for many people.

The appendix contains a picture of a decaying dome.
Chapter 362: Architects are all playboys

"Hello, Mr. Lin, welcome to the embassy. Christina, please bring us a few cups of coffee!" As soon as he stepped into the Urudi Embassy in China, Mr. Lin quickly met the current ambassador, Dominique Bagorikonda.

"Ambassador Bagori Konda, hello. This is my father, Mr. Lin Shengbin." Linlou introduced Mr. Lin Shengbin to him, praised the coffee for a few words, and chatted about the progress of the construction drawings. After that, Linlou mentioned the main purpose, "I brought a few gifts for you this time, I hope you will like them."

After speaking, he invited Ambassador Bagorikonda to come to the courtyard, pushed over the Jiazhong 28 single-speed bicycle produced in Nanjiang City, and then Lin Shengbin introduced the performance of this bicycle on the side, focusing on the load capacity, durability, and price.

"This is much cheaper than what the French sold to us!" Ambassador Bagorikonda naturally understood the significance of bicycles to the people of Urudi. He even personally rode one to experience it and had heavy items sent to test the carrying capacity of this bicycle. Afterward, he expressed great satisfaction, saying, "The performance is quite good as well."

European and American countries have long entered the era of automobiles, and domestic bicycle manufacturers are gradually starting to regard bicycles as a fitness equipment rather than a means of transportation. Their bicycles may excel in speed, riding experience, and other aspects compared to traditional bicycles, but they may not perform as well in terms of load capacity and durability.

After all, in today's China, the distance between cars and ordinary people is too far. In the late afternoon, the streets of Beijing are full of a flow of thousands of bicycles.

In today's China, bicycles need to undertake many tasks. When going out, the wife sits on the back seat and the child sits in the child seat installed on the rear rack. When the unit provides benefits, a whole box of apples, oranges, rice, flour, vegetables, and hairtail all need to be transported back by bicycle...

So the bicycles manufactured by these bicycle manufacturers are durable, sturdy, and have a large load-bearing capacity. As long as they are not used too excessively, they can easily last for ten to twenty years without any problems. Many people have passed down their bicycles from older brothers to younger brothers, and the bikes may still be rideable even when the older brothers are married.

"Last time I went to Urudi, I saw many people using bicycles to transport goods. Along the road from the airport to Ruwagaso city, I could see deliverymen carrying bananas on their bicycles. Then, when I was looking for design inspiration, I also went to the market in Ruwagaso city and found that the bicycles there were much more expensive than those in our country."

"So, at that time, I had this idea, can we sell bicycles made in China in Uruddi? This is a good thing for both our countries." 
Lin Lou became a salesperson, saying, "We can offer the bicycles at two-thirds the price of the French, and the performance will definitely be better."

The price is still profitable even with the shipping cost. After all, labor in China is much cheaper compared to European and American countries. For industrial products with not too high technology content like this, China can definitely meet the needs of Uruddy. In a few decades, it won't be a problem to meet the needs of the whole world.

"This is indeed a very attractive price, but what we need to consider is not just the load capacity and price, but also the durability, which is equally an essential indicator. Since you have been to Uluti, you must know that bicycles are a significant commodity for the people of Uluti. Many families have to save for a long time to be able to afford one. If it breaks down after a short period of use, it could lead to bankruptcy for that family!" Ambassador Bagorikonda was still very cautious.

"We also attach great importance to this indicator," Lin Shengbin quickly explained after hearing Lin Lou's translation. "For us Chinese, buying a bicycle is also not easy. It not only costs money, but also requires industrial coupons. It takes a long time for a family to save enough to afford it, so we equally value the durability."

"The bike I got when I was eight years old is still in use and works very well!" Lin Shengbin even used his own example. He has a car at work, but only uses it for work or special occasions, and he usually rides a bike to work.

"The car I use is of this brand, and there is absolutely no problem with its quality! If you don't believe it, you can try out these cars more. I believe that after using them for some time, you will understand this."

"It looks good! The structure is solid, and the tires are thick. I will arrange for some tests to be conducted. If they are suitable, we can consider purchasing a small batch first." First, the bicycle is indeed good, and second, he thought of Linlou's kindness to Uru, so he readily agreed.

This is like opening up a gap. Once the people of Urudi adapt to the bicycles in Nanjiang City, they will probably soon give up the bicycles from France and instead buy all Chinese products, right? After all, a one-third price difference is at stake here, which is definitely not a small number for the people of Urudi.

"If you are satisfied and plan to make a reservation, you can call my number. You are also welcome to visit me anytime and take a look at the progress of the construction of the Shenggu Sports Stadium. " Lin Lou also gave him a business card. He felt that this matter was basically settled. As long as he understood the performance of this bicycle, he would definitely buy it.

After going out, Linlou continued to advise Lin Shengbin, "When they start ordering, I will contact the staff of the China Construction Corporation in Uruddi for you, and ask them to take care of you. Then there will be no problem!"

It's a bit difficult to send people to Africa nowadays. For now, we can only make use of the local workforce there. Perhaps we can consider sending people there after the sales scale expands.

"Foreign trade is quite difficult, so this time has been relatively smooth. Once you receive the news, be sure to call me and I'll come over then." Lin Shengbin knew that the testing wouldn't be over so soon, so he planned to stay in Beijing for a few days before returning home.

"Alright, now that we've finished the important matters, let me take you to explore Beijing! Oh, by the way, my mom's school has also started. It would be great if you could come and visit together." After walking a few steps, Yang Mo quickly got out of the car and opened the door for them.

Lin Shengbin is now already numb, and he's too lazy to complain that this car is even better than the car of their unit leader. Sitting in the passenger seat, he looks at the scenery outside the window and listens to Lin Lou's narration.

The pedestrians on both sides of the street saw this brand-new Crown car and all showed envious eyes, speculating one after another whose car it was. The concept of private car ownership is still not common nowadays.

Back in the yard, Lin Shengbin took a careful look around, then shifted his attention to Lin Building's work, sitting on a chair and curiously watching him operate the computer. "Is this the software you and your brother came up with?"

It's unbelievable that this thing can actually make over a million dollars. The amount is almost higher than their unit's total export value from last year.

In the evening, Lin Sheng also came over, calling out "Uncle" affectionately. "Uncle, Xiao Lou ge is busy every day, but I have some free time lately. How about I take you out to go around during the day? I have learned to drive now."

"Oh, you've learned to drive, making progress!" Driving skills are rare nowadays. Even if Lin Sheng returns to Haidong Province now, as long as he tells others that he can drive a small car, there will be plenty of companies wanting him. If he also mentions that he has driven a Crown, he might even be able to become a leader's driver, which would make him even more popular.

"It's all thanks to Brother Xiaolou's help. Otherwise, I wouldn't have had this opportunity. Not to mention, just the money spent on fuel for his driving lessons is quite a lot."

Lin Lou's father arrived, and several teachers also came to pay their respects one after another, praising Lin Lou. This made Lin Shengbin feel a little embarrassed. "Lou is still young, so please teach and guide him more, teachers."

Upon hearing this, all the teachers looked at each other. What else do we have to teach him? He has been leading us for the past two years. Without him, how could we have progressed so quickly?

During dinner, everyone sat with Lin Shengbin and had a few drinks. The next morning, Lin Lou accompanied Lin Shengbin to stroll around Tsinghua University, took a few photos, and then handed him over to Lin Sheng. He then returned to the courtyard and got busy.

If it weren't for the Venice Biennale, Lin Lou would definitely accompany him for a good stroll. But this job is a bit rushed, and there is not much time left before the Biennale opens. The concept proposal for the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin must be presented as soon as possible, so I can only hand this matter over to Lin Sheng.

Fortunately, they are all family members, so Lin Shengbin does not feel embarrassed. After more than half a year of sales promotion, Lin Sheng is also very familiar with the streets and alleys of Beijing city and can definitely be a good guide.

The construction drawings for the Uludui Sacred Drum Sports Stadium are already being worked on by others. There's no need to rush on the designs for the three projects in Xiangjiang for now. Several teachers, including Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian from Xiangjiang, are also considering solutions. Let's discuss it after they come for the next meeting. So Linlou can focus on completing this work now.

The brand image is the lifeblood of luxury brands, so they have always had high requirements for flagship stores and are willing to spare no expense to invite architectural masters to build their flagship stores, which is not uncommon.

Omotesando in Tokyo divides the north and south of Aoyama, and it is a street lined with numerous flagship stores of international luxury brands. At the same time, Omotesando is a street showcasing the works of international architects, not only hosting almost all of Japan's Pritzker Prize-winning architects, but also featuring works by renowned architects such as Herzog & de Meuron from around the world.

Walking along Omotesando, a long glass wall stands as an indelible memory. This architectural complex houses many luxury brand stores and design points. Compared to other standalone buildings, it resembles more of a shopping center. This is the Omotesando Hills, designed by architect Tadao Ando.

Omotesando Hills was originally constructed in 1927 as the Sotokanda Apartment by Tongrun Society. It was Japan's earliest reinforced concrete apartment building. It was later renovated by Tadao Ando into a 250-meter long building with three above-ground levels and three underground levels.

The interior of the building has a six-story high structure, with both above-ground and underground levels. As Omotesando is a sloping area, there are many slopes inside the building, so when strolling through the building, you will find that the corridors and passageways on both sides are not symmetrical and have slopes.

The two-story residential box, like a box set atop a commercial podium, appears to be suspended in the air. In the summer, the green leaves of the oaks fill the branches, and only the commercial podium can be seen behind the tree trunk, while the residential box is completely sheltered behind the oak leaves. The flickering light and shadow display Tadao Ando's most adept architectural style.

Nearby is another work of Tadao Ando, La Collezione, with most of the main building buried underground at the time in order to not disrupt the surrounding environment.

The Dior flagship store on Omotesando was designed by Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa of SANAA. The building is entirely white with a surface of transparent glass, which allows for a glimpse of the folds in the acrylic panels and the interior structure of the building. The inner layer of the acrylic panels have been sprayed with white paint to adjust transparency.

Crystal clear and elegant, clearly a refinement of Japanese aesthetics, the double-layer design features a high-transparency laminated glass on the inside, with acrylic panels resembling pleats.

Mei Dao Kazuyo explained, "There are very beautiful pleated women's clothing photos in the product information of Dior, which led me to associate with designs as soft as fabric."

Mitsushima Kazuyo's teacher Ito Hisao uses the concept of the bark of the beech tree on Omotesando as the facade of the Tod's flagship store, with the tree's shadows covering the building, making the building and the beech tree complement each other.

The architectural surface is both a patterned design and a structural body, composed of 300mm thick concrete and embedded frameless glass. In this way, the surface also supports the floor slab, without the need for internal columns to bear the load.

The oblique grid-like structure is formed by abstractly replicating and overlapping the form of a tree, while the gradually branching tree pattern divides the interior space, adjusting the different characteristics of various places and the use of interior space.

He also won the Pritzker Prize, just like Kazuyo Sejima, but as a teacher, he received the award three years later than his disciple. I wonder if Tadao Ando feels embarrassed about it.

Herzog & de Meuron, the designers of the Bird's Nest, also left their mark here by designing the flagship store for Prada. The design is thoroughly modern, featuring a diamond-shaped grid and a facade and framework made of concave and convex glass, which creates different shades and styles due to changes in lighting, making the building resemble a sparkling diamond.

Across the street, they also designed a flagship store for Miu Miu. The building is more introverted and private, with an opaque and smooth sloping roof that blocks most of the external line of sight. Only the low walls remain, and from the side, it looks like a mysterious gift box with a slightly open lid.

Kengo Kuma designed the Japanese headquarters for luxury brands such as Louis Vuitton, Givenchy, Fendi, Hennessy, Dior, and Bulgari, all of which are under the LVMH Group.

He used natural wooden shutters made of larch to cover the entire exterior wall of the building. The design of the shutters can protect the interior from direct sunlight and effectively reduce the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide, significantly saving energy.

Aoki Jun is Louis Vuitton's most beloved architect. He has designed flagship stores for Louis Vuitton in Ginza and Roppongi in Tokyo, the Landmark in Hong Kong, and Fifth Avenue in New York. The Omotesando store is the fifth flagship store he designed for LV.

The building's exterior resembles a Louis Vuitton handbag, simple and elegant. The architect designed the facade of the building to look like a stack of suitcases, creating segmented sections.

In addition to the Sendagaya Gymnasium designed by Kenzo Tange nearby, there are also the Nezu Museum designed by Kengo Kuma, the Japan Nursing Association building designed by Kisho Kurokawa, the Spiral Building designed by Fumihiko Maki, and the Chanel flagship store on Omotesando by Peter Marino. Omotesando can be said to be a street with the most concentrated works of architectural masters in the world.

So when Lin Lou first thought about designing a luxury flagship store, he instinctively thought of this place, but soon he thought of something else; the private lives of these architectural masters are not so great, not much better than Louis Kahn who has three wives.

In 1987, Machiko Murashima left the office of Toshio Ito, where she had worked for six years, and met Tatsuro Nishizawa, who was working as a part-time intern at Murashima's office and eventually became her business partner.

The SANAA studio they established has continuously produced excellent works and has been unstoppable. In 2010, the two of them jointly won the Pritzker Prize.

This pair of partners have been cooperating for many years. Perhaps they have long developed feelings for each other, but they have always claimed to the outside world that they only have a teacher-student and a cooperative relationship, and have forbidden employees in the firm from discussing their relationship.

However, there was one time Meijima and Sekai accidentally revealed when they were drunk, they mentioned that they had been married, but shortly after, Nishizawa Tachiomi became interested in a young and beautiful model and they later got divorced.

Herzog and De Meuron were not only classmates in primary school, middle school, and university, but also co-founded an architectural firm together after graduation, naming it after both of them.

These two individuals are truly well-matched in appearance and temperament. In their work, Herzog is sharp and assertive in presenting his views, while Demelone is gentle and patient, just like a couple. According to insiders, they do indeed have this kind of relationship.

Plus, there's Wright who ran off with the homeowner's wife during the design phase, Cobusier who pursued his friend's wife despite having his own, and Gropius who had an affair with a married man. It seems like many architectural masters are scumbags.

It's fortunate to have Bei Yuming as a role model, he and his wife have been together for decades, which is truly admirable. Otherwise, I would be too embarrassed to call myself an architect when going out.

Lin Lou has carefully studied the information and the new store planned by Pierre Cardin is located in the newly developed area of La Défense in the northwest of Paris. This area was originally an industrial zone, which was transformed into an industrial exhibition area by the Paris city government in the late 1950s. In the 1970s, a larger-scale transformation added skyscrapers, large squares, pedestrian walkways, subway lines, and shopping centers.

So there are many modern new buildings here, designed to reflect Pierre Cardin's vision of a futuristic architecture that seamlessly integrates into the surroundings.

In fact, recalling those luxury flagship stores on Omotesando, almost any one of them could meet Pierre Cardin's requirements, but Linlou definitely wouldn't plagiarize.

Please provide a picture of Omotesando Hills in the bonus chapter.
Chapter 363 New Materials

From the perspective of architectural design, creating a sense of futurism can be achieved through various means, such as unique shapes, distinctive exteriors, and innovative building materials, among others.

These means actually influence each other. Innovative materials possess capabilities that steel, cement, stone, and wood lack, making it more convenient to construct more unique shapes and innovative facades. The unique shapes of Zaha Hadid's later buildings were greatly influenced by advancements in building materials.

Of course, new materials also means expensive. After all, any new material is expensive at the beginning, and it takes some time to gradually lower the price. So, generally, it is difficult for owners to accept the use of expensive new materials for construction projects. But Pierre Cardin definitely wouldn't mind too much.

First of all, he has the money and the ability to pay for it. He was able to spend 1.5 million US dollars last year to acquire Maxim's restaurant, and building a new flagship store at a similar cost is not a problem at all. Although the Pierre Cardin brand is not yet on the same level as Louis Vuitton or Givenchy, it still brings him considerable profits every year.

Next, he has this need. A flagship store for luxury goods is not just for meeting the practical needs but also to enhance the brand's image. If you spend too little, Pierre Cardin won't be satisfied, and even customers may doubt the financial situation of the brand, leading to loss of confidence in the brand.

Overall, such customers are very suitable partners for trying new materials, especially considering that both the art world and the Pierre Cardin brand are currently embracing futurism as a popular theme. Using new materials can undoubtedly cater to this theme.

As for the use of new materials, Linlou has already made a decision. Materials such as translucent concrete, water wave patterned stainless steel, ultra-wave flexible stone, honeycomb aluminum panels, microcement, etc., either have not yet appeared or are not mature enough to be used, so acrylic has become one of the few choices.

When using acrylic to build architectural models before, Linlou specifically studied the current level of acrylic production. Although there is still a considerable gap from the products of the future, it is already sufficient for building a flagship store.

Acrylic represents "lightness, ethereality, and airiness", it is lighter than glass of the same volume, but its strength is not compromised in the least, making it suitable for constructing the façades of buildings.

At the same time, the reason why Lin Building chose acrylic is that this material can conduct and spread artificial light sources, thus achieving a very exciting effect; every night, when the spotlight illuminates the acrylic, the white light, refracted through the external glass fiber structure, can make the entire building shine brightly, like a giant lantern, bringing light to the night customers.

The visual effect is very stunning. Once the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin is completed, anyone passing by the store will be attracted to it.

In addition, acrylic colored with dyes has a very good color rendering effect, and it is easier to create a colorful effect than glass. The fashion industry also emphasizes color very much. Decorating the entire building with colorful acrylic will definitely make people admire the fashionable feeling.

From a psychological perspective, different colors can bring about different emotional experiences for people. Choosing the appropriate colors for combinations can even stimulate customers' desire to purchase; that's why real estate developers always like to decorate their sales offices with red when launching new properties in the future.

The Linyin Building can also incorporate these factors into the design to enhance the flagship store's sales, which is equally useful for Pierre Cardin.

Acrylic is also safer than glass. Even if it is damaged, it will not form sharp shards like glass. It is similar to aluminum in terms of abrasion resistance and can withstand corrosion from various chemical elements, making it suitable for long-term use.

It is also relatively easy to process, and has strong plasticity. The required shapes and sizes can be easily produced in the factory, and then assembled directly on site.

Of course, there is no perfect material in the world, and acrylic is no exception. While it has many advantages, it also has many drawbacks. For example, it is easy to deform and change color outdoors, and the cost will be high for large-scale use.

So this material can only be used in a few architectural fields, and flagship luxury stores happen to overlook these two drawbacks. Pierre Cardin doesn't care about the cost. At the same time, flagship stores will be renovated in a short period of time to cater to the latest fashion trends. Many times, there's no need to wait for discoloration or deformation, so these two issues don't exist.

In the materials sent by Pierre Cardin, there are also new flagship stores for luxury brands such as Louis Vuitton, Givenchy, and Armani in Raffles. Lin has already believed that he has seen them. The design of these flagship stores is still mainly based on straight lines. After all, it is not easy to create curved shapes with widely used materials such as glass, steel, and reinforced concrete.

So, if a new building with mainly curved lines is constructed in the middle of a large group of linear architectural structures, it will inevitably stand out.

Moreover, in many science fiction films and television works, the future and space architecture is mostly characterized by curved shapes. For example, the recently globally sensational "Star Wars" contains many such buildings.

The Republic's Parliament Building is located on the planet of Coruscant. The building features a UFO-like roof and houses a massive chamber with 1024 floating seats. It was the site of an intense confrontation between Palpatine and the Jedi Master Yoda.

The rebel ball-shaped base on the icy planet Hoth; the adobe houses with curved roofs in the hometown of the Skywalker, Tatooine; the cylindrical palace of the Hutt, Jabba; the elegant and simple cloud city on the planet Bespin, with a width of 16 kilometers; and the famous Death Star and so on.

Of course, science fiction architecture is not limited to just this type, there are also cyberpunk-style buildings, steampunk-style buildings, and so on, but those do not match the style of the fashion industry.

As a flagship store, it should be more delicate, dazzling, and colorful in order to complement fashion and luxury.

Lin began entering commands on the keyboard, and gradually, one by one, curves began to appear and combine together, outlining the main structure of the building. The building had a façade composed of soft curves, completely different from the surrounding linear buildings.

After drawing the rough sketches on the computer, the final renderings are completed by hand. The current software still cannot achieve this, so it can only rely on hand drawing. However, plans in this area have already been arranged. Autocad company has enough strength to recruit excellent programmers to complete this work. Linlou is helping to set the direction for development, so their progress is definitely smoother than other companies.

Lin Shengbin spent a few days in Beijing and then returned to Nanjiang City. Before leaving, he once again met with Ambassador Domingan Bagorikongda. Although Ambassador Bagorikongda has not made a final decision yet, he expressed satisfaction with the production of Erba big bars in Nanjiang City in his words. It seems that as long as there are no problems in the upcoming tests, the purchase is only a matter of time.

Pierre Cardin did not come to disturb Mr. Lin, who is also a designer. Although they are in different fields, they both understand that design requires inspiration and a suitable environment. At this time, he should not be disturbed, but allowed to work quietly to complete the design as soon as possible.

He is not in a hurry, but Song Huaigui seems a little anxious, "The Venice Biennale is about to start. If his design does not meet the requirements, do you have any alternative plans?"

"Actually, the flagship store plan has just been put on the agenda, and I haven't had time to find a suitable architect. This time I just saw his design and came up with a sudden idea! It would certainly be best to catch up with this exhibition, but if we can't, we'll promote it in other ways! Merchants like Pierre Cardin certainly wouldn't put all their eggs in one basket. If Linlou doesn't work, he'll find a more famous architect from Europe."

Upon hearing this, Song Huaigui began to worry about Lin Lou. Pierre Cardin had many options, but if Lin Lou missed this opportunity, who knows how long it would take to bring her talent to Europe. Although she had some doubts about Lin Lou's ability, as a fellow Chinese, she still hoped that Lin Lou could conquer the critics in Europe.

"Don't worry, he is very talented. Even if he misses this opportunity, there will be new opportunities for him, and for an architect, he is already far ahead of others!" Pierre Cardan comforted Song Huaigui, "A twenty-year-old architect, it's rarely seen in Europe."

As long as nothing unexpected happens, Linlou will eventually become famous. "But I still hope that he can conquer me with his works. In this way, he can not only become famous at the Venice Biennale, but also in several years, when he becomes a truly great architect, this matter may become a legend, and be sung by many people."

Pierre Cardin discovered this talented architect in China with keen insight and helped him enter Europe. This story sounds interesting.

The brand value and history of luxury goods are built upon these little stories. If they only focus on the products, they definitely won't have such high profits now.

During the time Lin Lou was focused on designing, Pierre Cardin didn't disturb him at all. Instead, he went with Song Huaigui to check on the renovation progress of Maxim's restaurant and provide training for the new models sourced from various channels by Song Huaigui, imparting industry-related knowledge to them.

Go out and interact with all kinds of people, looking for opportunities to earn long-term benefits for Pierre Cardin. Pierre Cardin has always believed that the Chinese market holds great potential.

The fact is that China has long since become the world's largest luxury goods consumer market. It's just a pity that Pierre Cardin's status in the hearts of the Chinese people was no longer significant at that time.

The scheduled time is getting closer and closer, Song Huaigui's mood becomes more and more anxious. She is worried that the design of Linlou may not satisfy Pierre Cardin, and is also concerned that Pierre Cardin will miss out on a great promotional opportunity.

However, Pierre Cardin remained calm. If the plan proposed by Linlou did not satisfy him, he would simply look for another architect. Missing the Venice Biennale for this year would lead to the adoption of other promotional strategies. For the expansive Pierre Cardin, numerous marketing plans were formulated every year, but only a portion of them would ultimately be executed, so it was not uncommon to discard one plan.

But when he came to the Quadrangle again and saw the effect drawings of Linlou, the calmness of Pierre Cardin's maintenance for many days finally disappeared. The shapes and colors presented in the effect drawings made Pierre Cardin stunned, "What... what kind of shape is this?"

"The fluttering hem of the skirt, I think nothing can better embody the charm of fashion than the fluttering hem of the skirt." The design proposed by Linlou is somewhat similar to the Gaudi Centre designed by Zaha Hadid. The originally solid roof is as soft and agile as silk, presenting a unique charm in harmony with a variety of colors.

"It does look like a billowing skirt!" The flagship store's design reminded him of possibly the most famous dress in human history, the white dress Marilyn Monroe wore when filming "The Seven Year Itch" in 1954, standing on the wind grate with the wind blowing up. The curves and the fluttering of the dress depicted in the renderings for the building were quite similar to those of Monroe's iconic dress.

"There's really no better look for a flagship clothing brand store!" Pierre Cardin sighed sincerely. This year happens to be the 20th anniversary of Marilyn Monroe's death, and the media's nostalgia for her is at its peak. Perhaps we can take advantage of this opportunity to better promote this flagship store.

The Venice Biennale may be prestigious, but it mainly appeals to those within the art world. In order to gain recognition at the Venice Biennale, the project should also seek ways to reach the general public. This gimmick is undoubtedly going to attract their attention, and Pierre Cardin has even thought about how to shoot the advertisement.

Purchase the copyright from Hollywood, take that classic scene of Marilyn Monroe, and use movie special effects technology to make her skirt transform into a flagship store after it flies up.

The core message of this advertisement is simple: Pierre Cardin can make you as charming as Marilyn Monroe, and ladies will surely go crazy for it. No one can resist the charm of Monroe.

Fortunately, the dress Marilyn Monroe wore in the movie was not made by other luxury brands, but was specially designed by Hollywood costume designer William Travilla for the movie, otherwise it couldn't be used.

Wait, did I decide to use it directly after seeing the renderings? Pierre Cardin finally sobered up from the excitement and happened to hear Song Huaigui's question, "Xiao Lin, the design is very beautiful, but can such a building be built?"

She is accustomed to seeing buildings with straight lines, so she feels very unfamiliar with buildings that are predominantly curved. Instinctively, she doubts whether it can be achieved.

"Yes, and these colors, how did you do it? Did you use colored glass? But glass is too fragile, it probably can't be bent like this! This seems different from the Sky Club!" Pierre Cardin continued, the Sky Club is made of glass fiber reinforced structure, although it is also curved, but those glass pieces are embedded in steel frames."

However, in these renderings, Pierre Cardin did not see so much framework structure. It seems that the colorful transparent materials themselves formed the curved surface, which glass cannot achieve.

"It's not glass, it's acrylic, a new type of building material made of acrylic resin plastic!" Lin handed a piece of acrylic board to Pierre Cardin. "This material is lighter than glass, has better ductility, is easy to color, and has good light transmittance. It's very suitable for creating such uniquely shaped facades."

"Moreover, this also fits the requirements of futurism. Just as traditional building materials such as earth and bricks have been replaced by newly invented materials, the future building materials may not be the popular steel, concrete, and glass used now. Therefore, I have compared various new building materials and ultimately chose acrylic to construct the facade of this flagship store."

Pierre Cardin and Song Huaigui curiously examined this piece of acrylic sheet, even tapping and bending it to test its strength and tensile properties.

Linlou waved his hand, and Li Qingxi and others lifted the well-made model inside. "It's so beautiful, it's just like a crystal palace!" The two of them sighed again.

In the future, Louis Vuitton did build a crystal palace-like flagship store, but it was built with glass bricks and the design was relatively traditional, far less extravagant than the Lin Tower plan.

"There's more to it than that. The biggest charm of this building can only be seen at night." Lin closed the door and walked to the window, pulling open the curtains, and the room immediately darkened.

Then press the switch next to the model, and the small light bulb inside the model lights up. Reflected by the colorful acrylic wall, it presents a surreal and dreamlike feeling.

"It seems to me that after this building is completed in Los Angeles, there will be countless people coming here every night to admire its scene! The name of Pierre Cardin will also become more prominent because of this flagship store, won't it?"

"Compared to your work, the flagship stores of Louis Vuitton, Givenchy, and Chanel on the same street seem so ordinary!" Pierre Cardin previously thought that the designs of these flagship stores were good, but after seeing Linlou's work, he suddenly felt that they were nothing at all.

Once our flagship store is completed, it will definitely become the most eye-catching building on the entire street, completely overshadowing those competitors.

"Of course, this design is not without its flaws. Although acrylic has various advantages, it can fade and deform in outdoor environments, and needs to be replaced every few years. Moreover, it is much more expensive than glass!" Linlou also did not avoid mentioning the shortcomings of this design.

"No, none of these are the issue! What I need to know most right now is how long it will take to build!" Pierre Cardin really didn't care about these things.

The hidden chapter contains photos of the Aliyev Cultural Center. This is probably the meaning.
Chapter 364 Venice

"The construction drawings will be completed soon, and the remaining work depends on the construction speed of the French workers and the production speed of the acrylic manufacturer. Based on my understanding of the acrylic industry, the German company Degussa is able to produce acrylic that meets the requirements, but I am not sure about their production efficiency." Lin said.

In general, as an architect, you cannot directly specify a particular manufacturer's products to the client, as this may lead to conflict of interest. Therefore, when designing a plan, the most that can be noted are the specifications of materials, etc. However, in Lin's building in China, the company "德固赛" has not yet entered the Chinese market, and he has also never been to Europe, so there is no conflict of interest.

"Then let's arrange the construction drawing first! And then you can go to Europe with me to communicate with Otto Gehr Saai Company and the construction unit." Karl Lagerfeld didn't doubt Linlou and said decisively, "By the way, the current model is still too small. It may not affect our own viewing, but it's not enough for the Venice Biennale exhibition. If we enlarge the model, will there be enough time?"

"The same as before, it depends on the production speed of Degusa Company. Moreover, the quality of the acrylic I am currently using is not as good as Degusa's production. Using better acrylic will result in better display effects, and the same goes for lighting and other interior decorations." You get what you pay for, the models Lin is making now are not expensive and relatively simple.

After replacing with better materials and better craftsmanship, and then scaling up the proportions, the visual impact it brings to people will be absolutely different, and it will definitely cause a sensation at the Venice Biennale.

"Get the materials ready now. I will arrange for someone to fly to Germany at the fastest speed to communicate this matter. Then we will go to Venice together and have them deliver the completed parts to Venice for assembly." Pierre Cardin made a quick decision.

"Sure, this job is actually not difficult." After Lin Lou asked for the specific dimensions of the Venice Architecture Biennale exhibition, he entered a few commands directly into the computer, changed the dimensions of the drawing, and then printed it out to hand to Pierre Cardin. "You can make the components according to this standard."

"This is the convenience brought by the computer. If we were to use old-fashioned manual drawing, these drawings would probably have to be redrawn, which would take at least several days. But now, the work is already done." Linlou took the opportunity to advertise his CAD software. "By saving this data, it will be very convenient for future replacement of the acrylic facade. It will only require a slight adjustment based on the popular colors and styles at that time."

"The technology is really good." Pierre Cardin is somewhat tempted. Although the fashion design drawings are simpler than architectural drawings, they still require a considerable amount of work to create, and there are many areas that need to be modified and adjusted. It would undoubtedly be much more convenient if it could be done using a computer.

Now that we are familiar with Pierre Cardin, we can have Lin Lou, John Walker, and Tom Riddle develop a CAD software specifically for clothing design and production. Then, we can leverage Pierre Cardin's reputation to enter the market. This is also a huge market.

However, at the moment, Pierre Cardin is temporarily not concerned with this matter. He is more interested in how to use the Venice Biennale to launch his new flagship store. "So, how long will it take for you to handle the procedures and go with me to Venice?"

"I and my colleagues have passports, so we just need to go to the Italian Embassy in China to get the visas. I believe with your help, it shouldn't be a problem. However, we'll have to wait for two days. I need to arrange the work for this period. By the way, we can also wait for Liang Zhitian to come, and then take him to Venice together."

This is currently the most important talent to pay attention to. We can definitely take this opportunity to cultivate and broaden his horizons. Perhaps after he comes back, he will be ready to take over the work in interior design quickly.

"No problem! I was born in Italy and have friends at the Italian Embassy in China. I'm sure they won't refuse to let the artists attending the Venice Biennale go to Italy," Pierre Cardin agreed straightforwardly. "Get your information ready and prepare a list. I will help you with this."

After finishing speaking, Pierre Cardin left with the drawings. He was going to contact the German Degussa company and send the drawings to them, so that they could produce qualified components as soon as possible.

As soon as he left, Li Qingxi curiously asked, "Isn't it said that foreign countries handle everything through proper procedures? Why does it sound like he can also use connections?"

"Hehe, who said foreigners don't understand human emotions? The reason we have such an impression is because in the eyes of foreigners, we are not worth building relationships with! When they need something, of course, they will also use connections, they just do a good job of hiding it, so it doesn't seem so direct," Lin Lou chuckled.

Nowadays, Chinese people have overly idealized views of everything foreign, holding various unrealistic fantasies. It's only after they truly experience it that these illusions will be shattered. Some people awaken to this reality, while others have paid such a high price that they cannot bear the cost of awakening and can only continue to deceive themselves.

"Alright, our colleagues from the Xiangjiang region will be coming over tomorrow. Let's have a meeting to discuss this month's work before heading to Venice for the exhibition. The same teachers who went to Africa last time will be going to Europe this time. Mr. Xu and Ms. Jin, you don't need to worry. When the project construction begins, we will definitely need to go to France, and we can switch you out then." Linlou arranged.

Nowadays, going abroad, especially to Europe, is a great thing, so these things should be arranged properly to avoid any mental blockages.

"Of course, of course, it's only right that Mr. Li, Ms. Hu, and Ms. Feng, who went to Africa last time and worked so hard, should go again this time." Mr. Xu and Ms. Jin have no objections.

Xu Jiaping had a hard time before going to Linzhou, then he got a good opportunity to go to Hong Kong, so he also understood Linlou's arrangement; as for Jin Qiuxiang, her husband is about to return to China, so she naturally doesn't want to leave.

The next day, Xu Wen Biao flew from Hong Kong to attend the monthly meeting with Liang Zhi Tian. When they arrived at the courtyard, Liang Zhi Tian was impressed by the simple yet unique interior decoration and felt like a new door was opening to him. It seemed like he had found his future goal to strive for.

"Boss, can I take some photos? I feel that the courtyard and interior design and decoration are very tasteful, and worth studying!" Liang Zhitian asked eagerly.

Huh? Upon hearing this, Xu Jiaping couldn't help but turn around and look at Liang Zhitian. He actually knows how to flatter even better than me! He felt that his position within the team was being threatened.

"No problem, I can even make several copies of the original design and renderings for you! I asked you to come so that you can make use of your talent in interior design. If you want to learn now, I will definitely support you."

"Thank you, boss!" Liang Zhitian is now very fortunate to have made the right choice. The boss is not only generous, but also capable. Joining the Lin Architecture Firm has not only increased his income but also greatly benefitted his career plan. If he had stayed at Zhangliu Architecture Firm, who knows how long he would have to endure.

After chatting for a while, the meeting officially began. The routine work was quickly discussed and concluded. The construction drawings of the Urudi Holy Drum Sports Stadium are being completed according to schedule. The construction of the library at Linzhou University, the office building of the Shanghai Youth Federation, and the development of the Xiangjiang Club on the Peak are also progressing without major issues. They are currently in different stages of construction, with some just starting and others nearing completion.

Next is the discussion about the design proposals for the three projects in Hong Kong. Both the teams from Hong Kong and Beijing have presented their drafts, some of which are quite good. Lin made some comments and asked them to modify according to his requirements. If nothing unexpected happens, the modified conceptual design can be presented to the client.

"Okay, let's wrap up the discussion on existing tasks here. Those of you who are interested in potential clients, continue to follow up. Next, I have some good news to announce to you!" This was mainly directed at Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian. "Recently, I received an invitation from the renowned French fashion designer Mr. Pierre Cardin."

"The concept design for the flagship store of the Pierre Cardin brand in the La Défense district of Paris has been approved, and we will soon be able to sign the official contract!"

As soon as this was said, Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian were both shocked. "Boss, are you talking about the Pierre Cardin we know?" The boss actually took the project to Paris. It seems that there are no Chinese architects in Hong Kong who can enter the European market and take charge of such a major project.

"Yes, in a few days I will be going to the Venice Architecture Biennale with Mr. Pierre Cardin to showcase our work at this year's exhibition!" Linlou presented the rendering of the design for Pierre Cardin's new flagship store to them. "Wenbiao, you will be responsible for the day-to-day management of the Hong Kong office, and can't leave for the moment; Zhitian, you will accompany me to Italy!"

"In addition to being responsible for preparing for the exhibition, you can also have access to the leading architectural and design concepts in Europe and America, which I believe would be helpful for your career! In my firm, as long as you are willing to put in effort, you can have opportunities like this." Lin Lou encouraged, for capable individuals, work is not just a matter of money, but personal growth is also important.

So Linlou also attaches great importance to this point and is willing to provide these opportunities for them. As for whether they can stand on their own after reaching a certain level of ability, Linlou is not worried.

Being able to establish one's own brand is a good thing, which is very helpful for expanding one's position in the construction industry; and before that, in the process of promotion, he can also make many contributions to his own business.

Always trying to suppress the employees, and binding them tightly to oneself, will inevitably not go far; Ito Toshio cultivated Itsukushima Kazuyo and Sejima, Zaha brought out Ma Yansong, but these have not caused their architectural firms to decline, but have instead grown stronger.

"Thank you, boss. I will definitely seize this opportunity!" Liang Zhitian was full of gratitude in his heart. Although it is more convenient to go to Europe from Hong Kong, it also costs a lot of money, and he wouldn't have this kind of opportunity if he went on his own.

Xu Wenbiao did not feel wronged either, because what Lin Lou said was true. The Peak Club in Hong Kong needs to be monitored, three new projects need to be communicated, and other clients need to be contacted. He is also responsible for the daily management of the office, and for a while, he really couldn't get away.

And Mr. Lin also approved his previous designs, asking him to make some modifications before showing them to the client, which is more important to him than going to the Venice Biennale.

"Look around Beijing in the next couple of days to familiarize yourselves with the mainland environment. We will definitely be taking on projects in the mainland in the future. Once the procedures are completed, we will go to Venice."

"Boss, I have an idea, not sure if it's possible! In my impression, there are not many opportunities for Hong Kong artists to participate in the Venice Biennale, and Pierre Cardin also has a relatively strong reputation in Hong Kong. So, can we take this opportunity to do some publicity, announce to the news media that you representing our architectural firm will cooperate with Mr. Pierre Cardin to participate in the Venice Biennale, and ask for their help in promoting it? This would be greatly beneficial for our firm as well," said Xu Wenbiao.

"Hong Kong people still greatly admire the West, once they know that even Mr. Pierre Cardin has invited you to do the design, they will definitely come to our firm for cooperation."

"And the owners of the Summit Club, as well as Mr. Xu who just signed the contract, will definitely show off in their social circles after receiving this news, in order to prove their insight. This way, our influence in the upper class of Hong Kong will be even greater," He's really considering a lot.

"Great suggestions. After I visit Venice, I will prepare some material for you. I will also pay attention to the European media's reaction and send their articles to you." Since Pierre Cardin wants to use this opportunity to promote his new flagship store, media cooperation is indispensable. Therefore, Linlou is not worried at all about the European media's lack of response.

"Understood, I will handle this matter well!" Xu Wenbiao's face was filled with excitement, feeling more and more that his future was all in the affairs of staying at Lin Building; as long as this news breaks out, business will definitely increase more and more.

Pierre Cardin's connections are really useful. I handed the documents to him and got the visa on the same day. Now I can go to Venice. I'll tidy up the dorm and ask for leave from Commissioner Wu.

"Wow, you've started taking on European designs now! As far as I know, this seems to be the first time." Commissioner Wu was thrilled. Although there had been assistance to countries such as Albania and other Eastern European countries in the past, it was mostly in terms of supplies. No one had ever done architectural designs for these countries before. The architectural foundations of these countries were good, and they could also seek help from the Russians, so there was no need for Chinese assistance.

"Moreover, it's a Western European country. Xiaolin, you've really brought honor to Tsinghua this time!" The other leaders in the department also laughed heartily and urged repeatedly, "When you go out, be sure to take plenty of photos and gather local media feedback, so that we can use it for publicity when you come back!"

They actually went to the same place as Xǔ Wénbiāo, this is absolutely a good opportunity for publicity. Haha, Tongji University, Tianjin University, Nanjing Institute of Technology, you weren't convinced, were you? Now, do you have the ability to compare? Who among you can participate in the Venice Biennale? And who can design a project in Paris?

"I will definitely collect more materials! Anyway, these things need to be done, at most it's just buying a few more newspapers and developing a few more photos, it's not troublesome at all."

When this news is reported in the domestic media, the feedback received will definitely be quite different from winning the bid for the national sports stadium in Uruguay. Even though both are foreign projects, and the Uruguay National Stadium is much larger than the Pierre Cardin flagship store, African and Western European countries are completely different concepts.

Africa is the poorest region in the world, while Western Europe, especially France, is considered by the Chinese as the most developed place in the world. Now, a young Chinese architect can leave his work in Paris. What shocking news!

On Chinese soil, there are quite a few buildings left by French architects, but it seems to be the first time for a Chinese person to do design work in France, right? What? Mr. Bei has already taken on the design for the renovation project of the Louvre Museum... Well, although Mr. Bei is of Chinese descent, he should be considered American, right? Xiaolin is still the first one.

"This time, not only do I need to attend the exhibition, but I also have to go to Paris for work discussions. So, the duration of my leave might be a little longer. During that time, some of the classes of several teachers will have to be temporarily covered by others." Li Qingxi and the others also have teaching duties, so this matter needs to be resolved in advance."

"It's no big deal, no big deal. If others don't have time, I can also substitute a few classes!" When encountering such a good opportunity, Commissioner Wu also made a joke.

After returning, tell them the news, "Okay, a few teachers quickly pack up and get ready. We'll fly to Hong Kong early tomorrow morning and then transfer from there; Teacher Xu, Teacher Jin, and Mita, if you want to bring anything, make a list quickly, and we'll help bring it back."

After making arrangements, Lin returned to the school and found Yu Bingbing to ask the same question. Paris is the fashion capital, she must have something she wants, right?

Early the next morning, Pierre Cardin and Yang Mo's cars arrived at the quadrangle one after the other. The group loaded their luggage into the car and headed to the airport. After a few hours of flight, they landed in Hong Kong.

Take a short rest, then continue the takeoff, make a stop in the Middle East, rest for a night, wake up in the morning and continue the flight, land at Rome International Airport, then transfer from Rome to Venice.

This journey is more complicated than going to Uru. However, the experiences on the road are quite different. The transfer services provided by the Middle East and Italy are much more comfortable than those in Africa.

"Ok, gentlemen, we have arrived in Venice!" Pierre Cardin's energy was quite high, despite being sixty years old. After such a long flight, he was still energetic as he led them off the plane and onto the land of Venice.

Thank you for the gifts from Gege, Juchou Gu Chou, I am a poor ghost, lovely Little Horse classmate, lonely Hedgehog.
Chapter 365: Armory

After getting off the plane and completing all the procedures, I came out of the airport and the car sent by the Sassekredo Hotel was already waiting outside. This is an old and well-established five-star hotel in Venice, located on the main island of Venice, making it very convenient to get there.

Lord Byron's poetry describes the Bridge of Sighs as just a ten-minute walk, and it's about the same distance to the famous St. Mark's Basilica and St. Mark's Square. It's just a few steps to reach the Grand Canal and watch the sunset.

"Degasa Corporation has already started to urgently produce the accessories as requested, which is also a rare opportunity for them! So for the next couple of days, you can take a look at the scenery in Venice, and once we arrive, we'll immediately start assembling." On the way to the hotel, Pierre Cardin explained the situation.

Then proudly introduced them to the Venetian architecture, "The method of Venetian architecture is to first insert wooden columns into the mud under the islands, and then lay a thick layer of Istrian stone on top; Istrian stone has excellent waterproof performance, it is transported from the Istria of the Adriatic Sea, and then bricks are laid on the Istrian stone to build buildings, because bricks are much lighter than Istrian stone, so there won't be a serious problem of houses sinking."

"Some people say that Venice was built by our ancestors on the fertile alluvial soil, using local stones and wooden boats transporting materials from the nearby inland areas, in the mud and on the water."

"The architecture of Venice can be divided into two types. The buildings on water are small and exquisite, with a strong sense of space, making use of open balconies and courtyards, unlike the defensive and sturdy palaces of the noble families in Florence or Rome. At the same time, due to frequent trade with Eastern Mediterranean countries, the architectural style of Venice has merged with *** and Byzantine elements, among which the most typical is the Golden Palace on the Grand Canal."

"This is a private palace built by one of the most prominent families in Venetian history, the Contarini family, and it was named after the outer walls of the palace were once wrapped in gold leaf."

"The front of the building is a three-story Byzantine-style architectural structure. The bottom level is connected to the canal and the palace by five arches, with the ability to board boats directly from the steps; the middle level features balconies supported by five stone columns, while the top level is adorned with Gothic-style quatrefoil windows, offering views of the bustling gondolas coming and going on the canal from the carved windows."

"The balcony is adorned with several Byzantine-style pointed-arched glass windows on either side, complemented by white balcony railings. The three-tiered wall decorations gradually transition from rough to delicate, with intricately carved eaves along the roofline resembling a sculpted and angular hollow. The warm-colored marble inlays on the walls lend an elegant and soft appearance to the entire palace."

"The architecture on land is represented by the Basilica of St. Mark, a typical Italian Byzantine-style building, with the famous horses of St. Mark standing on the arches of the basilica. These four bronze horse statues can be traced back to classical antiquity and are said to have once stood guard at the gates of the city of Troy."

"During the time of the Roman Empire, the Byzantine Emperor transported the statues of war horses to Constantinople. During the Fourth Crusade, Constantinople was conquered, and the statues were taken to Venice by the Venetian governor. Among the loot was also the Four Tetrarchs statue, commissioned by the Roman Emperor Diocletian, which is now embedded in a corner of the Basilica of St. Mark's."

"In the 18th century, the bronze horses were forcibly transported to Paris by Napoleon and returned to Venice only after the Battle of Waterloo; now they have become a symbol of Venice."

Although Pierre Cardin lived in France for a long time, he was originally from Italy and spent his childhood near Venice. Therefore, he has a strong attachment to the area and is proud to talk about his hometown.

At the hotel, the doorman helped to open the door and transport the luggage. As customary, Mr. Lin took out his wallet and gave them a tip, earning a few "Grazie" in return.

The hotel staff who went to the airport to pick them up keenly noticed the credit card in Lin's wallet and quickly murmured a few words to the front desk before entering.

When Linlou checked in, he enjoyed an upgrade to a room with a canal view, which the hotel arranged for him.

This surprised Pier-Cardan a little. It was not surprising that he himself enjoyed such treatment, after all, he was a celebrity and a pride of Venice. But for a first-time visitor from China, why would they be treated like this? It couldn't be just for his own sake, could it? Otherwise, why not upgrade Li Qingxi and the others?

"I made a small investment in the United States, and my partner gave me this!" Lin Lou showed the card to Pierre Cardin, dispelling his doubts.

"You can also enjoy special services by presenting this card at my store. If they are not busy, they can close the door for exclusive service for you." Pierre Cardin naturally recognizes this type of card, as it allows customers to enjoy the after-hours service at luxury retail stores.

He became even more interested now. It turns out that this person is not only a genius architect, but also a wealthy tycoon. After completing the formalities, he went to the room in Lin Building and started chatting with curiosity, asking about his small investments.

Linlou also wanted to collaborate with him, so he did not hide anything and spoke the truth. He also revealed some thoughts on cooperation, "After contacting you, I feel that this technology can be fully applied in the field of fashion design. So, I have already asked them to communicate with some fashion designers in the United States and start developing a new version of the software."

"I have seen the convenience of this technology." Linlou spent a very short time completing the modification of the larger model, leaving a deep impression on Pierre Cardin, now whenever it is mentioned, he immediately remembers it.

"After returning to his room, Pierre Cardin made a few phone calls and inquired about the situation at Autocad company. The results were quite surprising."

Wall Street's valuation of the Autec Corporation has approached the billion-dollar mark. Even though it is unclear how much of the company Lin really owns, his ability to initiate a new project with just a phone call to Autec certainly indicates that he holds a significant stake. In other words, he is at least a multimillionaire.

Although it doesn't compare to Pierre Cardin's own assets, it's not something he can ignore! Pierre Cardin recalled his experiences traveling in China, and it's hard to link a millionaire of ten million dollars with a Chinese person, but that's the reality.

I'm glad I didn't offend Mr. Lin in our previous interaction. But Mr. Lin is too low-key, isn't he? He doesn't show any signs of being nouveau riche. If it wasn't for today's accident, I probably wouldn't have known his net worth for a long time, would I?

After this little wave, Pierre Cardin's interest in cooperating with Linlou has increased. Since the company is so highly regarded by Wall Street, it proves that they have outstanding abilities. Perhaps cooperating with Autec Corporation could bring even greater returns for Pierre Cardin.

Of course, it would be even better to have some shares in this company. If not, cooperating with this clothing design software would be a good option. Just the thought of competitors like Louis Vuitton, Chanel, Yves Saint Laurent, etc. using the software developed with their help, Pierre Cardin finds it particularly interesting.

Although the fashion industry in the United States developed rapidly after World War II, it still lacks some cultural heritage compared to old Europe, and there are also differences in design habits.

So, I can arrange for a few designers to go over and help them develop this software. Maybe we can even invest some money into it," Pierre Cardin mused seriously, his adventurous spirit kicking in again.

Pierre Cardin is getting older and has difficulty sleeping. Lin Lou, on the other hand, is young. After Pierre Cardin left, he quickly laid down in bed to adjust to the time difference. By the time he woke up, it was already the next morning.

Arriving downstairs for breakfast, tried some Venetian cuisine. Italians have enjoyed their food since Roman times, so their culinary culture is quite famous, with many delicious dishes. Lin ordered Venice's famous squid ink pasta, pea soup, and scallop and crab salad.

Cuttlefish ink noodles are made by mixing fresh cuttlefish ink with noodles, then cooking the noodles with cuttlefish ink. Once the noodles are cooked, they are stir-fried with onions, cuttlefish meat, and celery to create a side dish, which is then mixed with the cuttlefish ink noodles. Although the cooked cuttlefish ink noodles appear black, the color is not too deep, making it quite attractive. The taste is delicious, and the noodles have a great chewy texture and elasticity, without any fishy taste when eaten.

The scallop and crab salad is made with local scallops, shrimp, and cuttlefish, mixed together with onions and other vegetables. It is also seasoned with olive oil, lemon juice, white wine, and other condiments, resulting in a very fresh and refreshing flavor, without the need for complex seasonings, allowing you to taste the delicious flavors of the sea.

Pea soup has a rich flavor that is unforgettable after eating. Finally, add some Venetian ice cream, which is rich, sweet, and delicious.

"The food in Venice is truly nostalgic. At dinner, you can also try the eggplant stewed meat rice. This dish tastes very similar to Chinese cuisine, and I'm sure you'll like it," seeing Lin Lou so satisfied with the food of her hometown, Pierre Cardin also felt very happy.

"This is definitely not to be missed. There's also Margherita pizza and pickled sardines. If I weren't already so full, I would love to try it now." Lin Lou had visited Venice during the Biennale in his past life, so he was quite knowledgeable about the local cuisine, and the flavors of these dishes are indeed worth tasting.

"Today, you can go and enjoy the beautiful scenery of Venice first. I will have the hotel arrange a car and a tour guide," Pierre Cardin said, as he was about to call the waiter.

"These can be sorted out after the exhibition starts! I want to go early to take a look at the exhibition site and think about how to arrange it." Lin Lou did not agree. Although the exhibits are almost ready, there is still no plan for how to arrange them at the exhibition site, so it's crucial to focus on practical matters.

Pierre Cardin politely exchanged a few words, but seeing Lin Lou's resolute attitude, he did not insist and let the hotel arrange two cars to take them to the exhibition venue.

On the way, Pierre Cardin introduced to Lin Lou, "This year's Architecture Biennale is located at the Arsenale in Venice, which was originally a military arsenal during World War II, but now it has become a space for architects to showcase their talents."

In later generations, with the increasing global influence of the Venice Architecture Biennale, the arsenal can no longer accommodate participants from around the world, so a new exhibition area has been arranged in the Napoleon Garden area; now, having one exhibition hall is almost enough.

The size of the city of Venice is not large, with only about 200,000 people, similar to a county town in China, so it didn't take long to arrive.

The arsenal is located at the northeast corner of Venice. Enthusiasts who have played games like "Assassin's Creed" or "Civilization" will find this building very familiar, as it has appeared in both games.

This was originally a national shipyard and arsenal, responsible for equipping Venice's naval forces. It used standardized parts for mass production early on, surrounded by a 2-mile-long defensive wall, inside of which are large factories. After renovation, it is very suitable for hosting various exhibitions.

At the entrance, the names of places were marked on the wall in several languages. When Linlou saw the English name, he couldn't help but smile. "Arsenale" just had one more letter than "Arsenal," but this time I'm not here to fight for fourth place.

I went inside and greeted the staff, then let them in. The staff warmly greeted, "Mr. Pierre Cardin, President Galasso must be very happy to know that you are here. I will go notify him."

It seems that the Venetians also greatly admire this world-renowned figure born locally. Their expressed respect and enthusiasm are not only because Pierre Cardin is a globally famous fashion designer and tycoon, but also because he is a Venetian.

Outside the exhibition hall, you can see that it is a long rectangular building with an L shape. The horizontal section is slightly shorter, while the vertical section is about five times longer than the horizontal one.

The interior has been vacated, exposing rough concrete walls and floors. The internal space is about five meters high and wide enough to accommodate large architectural models or other exhibits created by architects.

A flat map is posted at the entrance, showing the internal structure of the exhibition hall and the division of the booths. Pierre Cardin's face is indeed big enough. He almost signed up the latest, yet he got one of the best booths, located at the cross section of the L-shaped area, which can be seen from any angle.

And the area is not small either. In addition to accommodating an enlarged version of the flagship store model, it can even display some other exhibits. Lin Lou came to the exhibition area to take some measurements, and after a brief consideration, he said.

"Since there is still so much space in the exhibition area, it would be a waste to leave it empty. Why don't we create a 1:1 scale model of the flagship store's furniture and display it next to it, so that visitors to the exhibition can have a clearer understanding of the interior structure of the flagship store!" suggested Lin.

He also designed furniture for the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin, an area that many architects have dabbled in. Corbusier designed the luxurious and comfortable steel tube frame recliner, Mies designed the legendary Barcelona chair, and Zaha took inspiration from Japanese origami to design the coffee table.

Even the popular Nordic-style furniture in later generations originated from the great architect Alvar Aalto. Among the four Danish furniture giants, besides Hans Wegner who specialized in furniture design, Arne Jacobsen, Finn Juhl, and Peter Hvidt all graduated from the architecture department.

The sofa and chairs brought out by Linlou are naturally different from the current popular styles, mostly made of acrylic, and quite modern, consistent with the design style of the flagship store.

"This kind of furniture is a work of art in itself, definitely qualified to be exhibited here. It's just a matter of whether there's enough time. We need to modify the drawings and then remake them." Pierre Cardin isn't concerned about the cost, only about when it can be in place.

"You seem to have forgotten that it's actually very simple to make changes to the drawings. All you need is to borrow a computer and printer, install the software, and make the necessary modifications. It only takes a few minutes. These furniture items are naturally designed using CAD. Lin brought all this data on a floppy disk and always carries the software with him, ready to work or promote it to others at any time."

"We will go back to the hotel right away. There should be a computer at the hotel!" Pierre Cardin snapped his fingers decisively and turned to leave. Linlou also packed up the drawings and followed him quickly.

At the doorway, the newly appointed president of this year's Venice Biennale, Giuseppe Garlasco, rushed over after receiving the news, but unfortunately Pierre Cardin was too preoccupied to speak with him.

"Dear Jixipi, I need to go back immediately to make changes to the exhibition plan. I'm afraid I don't have time to have coffee with you now. If you don't mind, we can have a drink at the Sassagredo Hotel tonight."

Jixipi-Galasso was not angry at all. As the chairman of the art exhibition, he had seen plenty of artists with eccentric temperaments. Pier Cardin was nothing special in comparison.

He thought Pierre Cardin had found new inspiration, so he encouraged him, "Pierre, work hard. I will bring my cherished wine to visit you tonight."

Back at the hotel, I informed the lobby manager, and the hotel immediately got busy. They brought a computer and printer to the room in the Lin building, and after setting them up and testing, Lin began installing software, with Li Qingxi, Liang Zhitian, and others watching behind.

"You don't need to worry about me. If you want to see the architecture of Venice, you can go now. But once the exhibition starts in a few days, we'll have to take turns to go."

"No need, anyways we have to stay here for a few more days, so we can go see it after it's set up!" They didn't want to miss this learning opportunity.

Pulling out the most suitable furniture dimensions for the exhibition site may not take much time, but redesigning the layout of the exhibition site will require more effort, and there is much to learn from this process.

"Alright, since you're willing, then just stay!" Such dedicated employees, how could the boss not like them?

One day, a few experts in the group said they wanted to do some charity work.

I heard that some classmates are working in the town.

Just let him help Hei Dengxiahuojv to contact two poor households.

Today, I took a ride with my classmate to the village.

Deliver the donations from Heidengju to the impoverished households.

Then help Mengjun Ju to get in touch with a poor college student who was admitted to a 211 university.

Preparing to provide long-term funding, while also forwarding the donation from Hei Deng Ju's book club.

It serves them right for having good grades.
Chapter 366 Opening Ceremony

It is obviously impossible to move the entire Pier-Cardanlad Fangsi flagship store into the arsenal, so the only option is to scale it down proportionally and then set up the furniture and decorations from the flagship store in the vacant space. They also plan to hang a large-scale rendering of the flagship store on the wall. This is all they can do to prepare for now.

However, how to arrange them is also a matter of expertise, which involves theories related to space, color, lighting, and other architectural principles. Lin is operating within a CAD software while explaining to them.

Li Qingxi, Liang Zhitian, Feng Shaoping, Hu Zhongping and others listened very attentively. These ideas were quite different from what they had learned before, but upon careful consideration, they found the ideas very reasonable. They started taking notes with pen and paper while listening, which would greatly benefit their future design work.

The exhibition plan for the Lin Building has long been completed. Now, it has only been slightly adjusted according to the specific situation on site, so it didn't take much time to finish.

Print it out with the printer, then use the hotel's fax machine to fax it to the German company Degusa, Pierre Cardin made a phone call to add an order, and production started immediately on that end, striving to have all the accessories and furniture shipped to Venice before the opening.

Fortunately, Italy and Germany are close to each other and not far apart. Additionally, the infrastructure in Europe is relatively developed, so it should definitely be possible in terms of time.

In addition, Pierre Cardin also notified the headquarters in Paris to quickly transport the latest fashion and model prototypes to the exhibition area. Linlou also reserved a space for clothing display in the exhibition area. Since it is the flagship store of a clothing brand, how could it lack these items? By then, these artists can also take a look at Pierre Cardin's latest styles.

This plan has satisfied Pierre Cardin even more. He specifically said to Linlou, "I have contacted reporters from major European media such as 'Figaro' from Italy, 'Evening Post' and 'Republic Post', and 'The Times' from the UK. They will come to the scene for interviews, and your name will also appear in major European media at that time."

Ever since learning about Lin Lou's wealth, Pierre-Cardin has been feeling embarrassed to discuss money with him. This is the only way to show gratitude. As an architect, he must really need the fame, right?

This is exactly in line with Lin's intentions. When we take these newspapers back and have Commissioner Wu and others take a look, the domestic media should also start promoting it. Then, won't I be reaping benefits both in Europe and at home?

After finishing the work, it was already evening. Lin finally fulfilled his wish and could taste the braised pork with tomato sauce he had been looking forward to for a long time. This dish is somewhat similar to the "Gai Jiao Fan" in China: heat oil in a pot, stir-fry tomatoes, chicken or beef separately, then add rice and broth to cook together.

The pickled sardines are first fried in oil to make them small in size but full of flavor. Then, after frying, they are mixed with sautéed sweet onions, raisins, and pine nuts and marinated in vinegar. The taste is sweet and sour, without any fishy odor, and very appetizing. After eating it, you will have a big appetite and won't feel satisfied with just one portion of stewed meat with tomato sauce over rice.

So I ordered another dish of Venetian calf liver, the calf liver is fried first, then paired with onions, and sometimes some rosemary and sage are added for cooking; the fried liver becomes even more fragrant, and the pungent smell of the offal is completely masked by the fragrance of the onions.

The origin of this dish can be traced back to ancient Rome, when figs were used to remove the fishy smell. It was not until later that the Venetians found a better alternative, replacing figs with onions.

The next day, they could finally go out and play. The exhibition plan was ready, but the accessories were not ready yet. Besides playing, they didn't have anything else to do.

Pierre Cardin suggested, "The Golden Palace will be there anytime, it's the same to visit when the exhibition starts. Maybe we can go to the Venice Film Festival now! Today is the awards ceremony, we can't miss it."

"Let's go take a look then!" Lin Lou also seemed quite interested, wondering if they would be able to meet their favorite celebrity there. However, the three major European film festivals have always been more focused on art, so it's probably difficult to encounter those well-known Hollywood stars, right?

As for Chinese celebrities, they were even less visible. It wasn't until 1988 when Chinese film talents were first nominated. Directed by Teng Wenji, the drama film "The Chess King," starring Xie Yuan and Li Hui, was shortlisted for the main competition unit. Then the following year, Hou Hsiao-hsien won the Golden Lion Award at the 46th Venice International Film Festival for "A City of Sadness." After that, directors like Zhang Yimou, Jia Zhangke, Ang Lee, actors like Xia Yu, and actresses like Gong Li started winning awards one after another.

I went to Lido Island to watch the awards ceremony. I haven't seen the winning film for the Golden Lion Award this time, but there is a film in the main competition unit that has caught my interest. It is a film called "The Sorcerer" directed by a Soviet director, which tells the story of the fraudulent activities of the sorcerer Rasputin.

The movie "林楼" is a bit regrettable. If it were directed by a French director, it would have been even better. French films have always been bold, and maybe we could even see some lascivious scenes featuring Rasputin in the Russian court! However, it might be difficult to find an actor as well-endowed as Rasputin!

The Golden Lion Award is not worth paying attention to, but when the Lifetime Achievement Award is presented, everyone stands up and applauds because there are big shots like Akira Kurosawa and Jean-Luc Godard among the winners.

An Eastern individual who can receive a standing ovation from colleagues worldwide is truly admirable. I hope that one day I can also stand on the podium and enjoy the applause of architects from around the world!

After the film festival ended, Lin and his friends stayed in Venice for a few more days, visited famous landmarks such as the Golden Palace and St. Mark's Church, and took many photos and sketches.

Then the Degusa company delivered the accessories, and they finally started the formal exhibition. After returning to the arsenal, many architects from other countries have also begun working.

They were very curious about the arrival of Lin Lou. An architect approached and asked if Lin Lou was a Japanese architect, and Dan Xiaokensan, Aizaki Xin, Yamazaki Shi and other architects have already helped Japan build a considerable reputation in this field.

When they learned that Lin Lou was a Chinese architect, they were even more surprised. Instinctively, they wanted to doubt Lin Lou's ability, but when they saw the renderings hanging on the wall, they couldn't say anything. Just based on the design in the drawings, he was definitely qualified to be here.

With the help of mechanical equipment, they finally completed the exhibition work, and then the second Venice Architecture Biennale officially opened.

I spent the whole day in the mountains yesterday and only got back at night. I'm too tired to write much, so here's just a little bit. I'll update the second chapter when I wake up.
Chapter 367 The Golden Lion Award

"Hey, you don't seem nervous at all," greeted the American architect Jonathan Johnson, who was standing next to the Lin Building. He was extremely nervous as he was about to face the audience’s evaluation. How would they view his work? He wasn't sure about the judges' opinions on his work either.

"In fact, there are also some (concerns), but the cooperating owners are very satisfied with this design. So no matter how they judge it, I can still receive the design fee. Thinking like this, I'm not so nervous anymore," Lin Lou joked.

And further away, a few contestants were whispering, "That Chinese architect's design is indeed good, but it's too avant-garde, so we don't have to worry. The judges will definitely prefer our design."

Like the Venice Film Festival, the Venice Architecture Biennale also has its own awards, the highest of which is called the Golden Lion Award. It is divided into two categories: the Best National Pavilion Golden Lion Award and the Best International Participant Golden Lion Award.

The organizers of the Venice Architecture Biennale take into account the impact of national narratives on architects and have established individual national pavilions and the Best National Pavilion Golden Lion award to recognize the most outstanding national pavilions exhibited at this session.

This was originally well-intentioned, but over time some problems have arisen. With increasing globalization, it's very common for someone holding a Chinese or Japanese passport to have lived in New York or Berlin for thirty years. It's a bit awkward to place such an artist in the China Pavilion or the US Pavilion.

Then some countries invite artists from other countries to exhibit in their own national pavilions. Unfortunately, this has also given some less scrupulous countries the opportunity to sell their exhibition qualifications for their national pavilions. In the past, there have been instances where Chinese artists exhibited in the Kenyan national pavilion at the Venice Biennale, causing controversy.

For those artists, they can leverage this experience to increase their value. They can spend a little money to buy an exhibition space in a certain country, and then boast about it when they return home, saying "Brother, I had a great time at the Venice Biennale", in order to deceive buyers who are not familiar with the situation, and sell their works at a higher price.

The Venice Biennale has become a place for them to gild themselves, but with so many exhibitors like this, it is bound to affect the reputation of the exhibition.

So in the future, many architectural exhibitions have changed the national pavilions to city pavilions, because the relationship between architects and cities is often closer than the relationship with the country. New Yorkers may have a stronger sense of identity with New York than with the United States, and Parisians may consider themselves larger than France.

The Best International Participant Golden Lion Award is aimed at individual exhibiting architects, and Linlou is competing for this award.

The Best International Participant Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale is not as influential in the architectural world as the Pritzker Prize, but it is still a very important award. The Pritzker Prize is somewhat akin to a lifetime achievement award and is mostly awarded to well-known architects who have already made a name for themselves. Previous winners include Philip Johnson, Louis Barragán, James Stirling, and Kevin Roche.

This is just icing on the cake for architects who have already established their reputation in the architectural world, such as next year's most anticipated nominee, Ieoh Ming Pei. Wouldn't the architectural community still recognize him if he doesn't win the Pritzker Prize?

The Venice Architecture Biennale's Best International Participant Golden Lion Award is different. The selection is based solely on the exhibited works of the participants, giving many young architects the opportunity to gain fame by winning the Golden Lion Award.

Although this is only the second edition, due to the enormous influence of the Venice Biennale in the art world, the previous Venice Architecture Biennale caused quite a stir. The winners, after receiving the Golden Lion award, saw their careers reach new heights, and many clients sought them out to design buildings for themselves.

Encouraged by the positive feedback, more architects are attending the exhibition in Venice this year. Their qualifications are also more outstanding compared to the last session, and their goal is the same – to win the Golden Lion Award and gain fame.

During the pre-exhibition period, they had all looked at each other's works and privately compared them. They all felt that Linlou's work was quite outstanding and had a good chance of winning the award. This made them feel a little depressed. It would be acceptable if they lost to an opponent from a prestigious European or American school or a well-known architectural firm, but losing to a Chinese architect? That would be too hard to accept.

Therefore, a few people gathered together to point out the flaws in Lin's work. In the current conservative environment, Lin's design may not be liked by the judges.

Of course, there are also different opinions. "But the Venice Biennale has always been regarded as a barometer and a leader in the art world, rather than a follower, so bold and avant-garde designs are not a disadvantage here; and recently futurism has started to emerge, so his designs in a sense just cater to this trend."

"But he's Chinese. Would the judges award the Golden Lion to a newcomer who has just stepped into the industry? Seeing that they couldn't refute his point from an artistic perspective, some people started to criticize Lin's status."

Just like any other circle, the art world is relatively closed and exclusive. For a newcomer who has just entered, without the support of a heavyweight, it may be difficult to gain recognition even if their work is good.

And unlike science, art does not have a unified standard. If you prove the Unified Field Theory, as long as the paper is flawless, even if you are a physicist from Uganda, the Nobel Prize evaluation committee will have to award you. However, when it comes to the quality of art, it's not so objective. The authority of the judges is undoubtedly greater.

"He may not be someone from this circle, but Pierre Cardin is an old hand, and he hails from Venice," the previous person pointed to the Pierre Cardin logo at the Lin Building booth, "I think Mr. Pierre Cardin will definitely find a way."

Now, several architects are silent. Others' works are better than their own, and their backgrounds are deeper. The situation seems not so favorable.

"The visitors have arrived, I have to go back! Let's talk later." The bustling footsteps came from the entrance as Jonathan Johnson quickly returned to his booth, straightened his clothes, and prepared to welcome the visitors' inquiries.

"Wow, what kind of architecture is that? It looks very interesting!" As visitors entered through the entrance, they were immediately drawn to the architectural models on display in the forest pavilion booth.

Ah, I didn't sleep the night before last, and yesterday I was wandering in the mountains again. I didn't get home until after six in the evening. I'm getting old and my body can't handle it anymore. I still haven't recovered today. I barely managed to write a little bit. I really can't write anymore. I'll take a nap first. Tomorrow's update will be delayed.
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"Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to this year's Venice Architecture Biennale." At this moment, those reserved architects instantly transformed into enthusiastic vendors at a wholesale market, eagerly introducing their works to the visitors.

They all know the importance of this exhibition. If their work can be recognized, it might bring new opportunities. Besides, the judges are also involved. It would be even better if they can impress them and win the award.

The Linlou is also doing the same thing, welcoming visitors with a smile and answering their questions. "This is the new flagship store designed for Mr. Pierre Cardin, which will be completed in Leadenworth, Paris.... Ah, you're French, that's great! I'm sure you must be familiar with Leadenworth, this new city is truly a model for urban planning worldwide..."

Upon hearing others praise his homeland, the French visitor suddenly felt proud and, in turn, warmed up to Linlou a bit more. "This is indeed something to be proud of. It seems that your work has some futuristic inclinations, doesn't it?"

Anyone who can attend this kind of exhibition must have some artistic accomplishment. Therefore, it is not surprising to see the design style of Linlou. He praised, "Your vision is very keen, and indeed it incorporates some futuristic ideas, which is consistent with Mr. Pierre Cardin's design style and is very suitable for a leading global new city like Radfans."

"The building is located in Radfans, and it perfectly complements the surrounding environment! You can come in for a visit, although this model is much smaller than the actual building, you can still observe some details, especially for a lady with such a sharp artistic sensibility like yourself," Lin said, inviting her inside.

She curiously sat on the acrylic chair and said, "What material is this made of? It feels very comfortable to sit on!"

"Acrylic, also known as poly(methyl methacrylate) or PMMA, is a newly applied material in the fields of architecture and furniture. When designing this chair, I incorporated some principles of ergonomics to make it conform more closely to the human body's curves. This way, when you sit on it, your body can experience uniformly distributed pressure, making it very comfortable."

Fortunately, the extreme environmental organizations currently do not have enough influence, and environmental protection has not become the absolute political correctness in the Western world, so Linlou can easily introduce these to them. If it were the 21st century, they would definitely question if this material is environmentally friendly, and give Linlou a big negative review.

However, if it really comes to that, Linlou will naturally have a way to deal with it. Concepts such as environmental protection buildings and green buildings can be put forward, catering to their political correctness, while also winning the design of major projects.

"It is lighter than glass, less prone to breakage, and has excellent light transmission and color rendering, allowing for the creation of more magnificent façades. Lin systematically turns on the lights at different locations to showcase the new experience this building can offer to shoppers."

"This is truly magical!" Visitors entering the model were all amazed - an experience they had never felt before.

And outside the arsenal, several judges chatted and prepared to enter the exhibition hall, admiring the works of these architects and then making judgments to select this year's Golden Lion Award winner.

"Do you have any favorite works?" asked one of the judges. Although it was their first time visiting the exhibition, it didn't mean they were completely unaware of the works on display.

This exhibition seems fair, but the influence of the Venice Biennale has already had a certain impact on the art world for a long time. In addition, the judges are also insiders in the industry, each with their own interests, so it is not possible to conduct the selection completely fairly.

The Venice Biennale has a long history, and many superficial aspects are done quite well, so most people are not aware of these internal workings. Simply coming to sign up for the exhibition without any preparation doesn't guarantee selection. Even if selected, whether one has the qualifications to compete for the Golden Lion Award is another matter.

Just like the Oscars, the judging panel appears to be independent, but many film and television companies can find ways to manage public relations, thereby allowing their favored works to win certain awards.

Some people may use personal connections to advance the work of a particular exhibitor, while others may employ different tactics to exert influence in order to achieve their own goals.

These members of the judging panel are no exception. They are more or less influenced to some extent, and very few can make judgments completely uninfluenced.

"Lin from China, his work is quite good! He has won the favor of Jizaki Shin in Hong Kong before and is a talented young architect." It seems that Pierre Cardin's public relations are working, and he is being mentioned immediately.

"Moreover, as a global art exhibition, the Venice Biennale should continue to expand its influence. Although China is currently poor and backward, it is after all a country with a long history. Now there is an architect from China participating in the exhibition. If his work is indeed outstanding and we give him the appropriate recognition, it will be very beneficial for expanding the influence of the Venice Biennale," someone said earnestly.

It seems like a public-minded gesture, constantly considering the prospects of the exhibition's development. However, if Linlou had come to sign up for the exhibition alone, he probably would not have said that.

"Mr. Frank is absolutely right. It is our obligation to promote artists from different worlds to the global stage and integrate them into the mainstream art circle. This has always been the founding philosophy of the Venice Biennale." Someone echoed.

"Hmph, the premise of all this is that his work is indeed excellent. If his work does not satisfy me, I will surely give a fair evaluation! This concerns the authority of the Venice Biennale! Of course, Pierre Cardin is not omnipotent. Although the fashion industry and the art world are closely related, they are ultimately two different fields, so it's natural that some people are not convinced by him."

As for whether this kind of discontent is directed towards Linlou or Pierre Cardin, or if he has been influenced in advance, it's hard to say.

The judges entered the venue and inspected each of the exhibited works, occasionally discussing among themselves. "This piece is just too conservative. While it may have good practicality as an architectural work, its artistic value is lacking. It definitely won't stand a chance at the Golden Lion Award."

"The piece seems to be influenced by suprematism and looks decent, but the technique still seems a bit immature! Personally, I wouldn't want to live in such a house, it seems too cold and lacks the warmth of life that I don't like."

"Wow, this is great. The overall volume and roof form of the entire building make it seem as if it has grown from a rocky coastal area; the layout reflects the method in which the building adapts to the geological structure; the various door and window designs in the space enhance the connection between the interior and the surrounding landscapes in different ways; the deep overhang of the eaves extends the redwood ceiling to the outside, creating a shield from the intense local sunlight; coupled with the single-sloped roof covered in warm red tiles, the use of wooden windows and panels, white plaster walls, and other elements derived from the traditional construction of the Mediterranean coast."

"Some similar to Alvaro Siza's design philosophy, he pays great attention to the relationship between architecture and the local environment. If I'm not mistaken, this should be an architect from the coast of Portugal... Ah, just as I thought, this work deserves to enter the final review process..."

Finally arrived in front of Linlou's work, the judges fell silent. Linlou's design was completely different from previous ones, leaving them unsure how to evaluate it.

"Some concepts are close to deconstructionism, like Frank Gehry's use of peculiar and irregular curves to shape buildings with a sculptural appearance. However, the use of color is much bolder than Frank Gehry's!" Finally, someone spoke up.

"Indeed, although the design is bold and quite different from the current popular style, isn't the Venice Biennale meant to encourage artists to constantly explore new styles and fields? Moreover, this year's theme is 'Art as Art,' so I think this design is quite appropriate." Since I've promised, I have to do a good job, so a positive review is coming right away.

Art, after all, does not have clearly defined standards like engineering and science. Its evaluation depends on how those in power express their opinions. These people indeed have some expertise, which is immediately associated with deconstructivism when considering the works of Lin Lou. This is also one of the possible future trends in the architecture industry.

Frank Gehry has not yet completed his most influential work in his career—the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao. However, he has already established a substantial position in the architecture industry.

Gary's works are quite unique, highly individual, and are known as the "Picasso of the architectural world". He is deeply influenced by the cultural characteristics of Los Angeles and the radical artists in the area, repeatedly challenging established architectural values and constrained imaginations. His works have caused continuous controversies in the architectural world, with admirers praising him as a genius and detractors condemning his works as garbage.

In addition to architecture, Frank Gehry also has a good relationship with the fashion industry. He has designed a Monogram canvas handbag for Louis Vuitton and a series of jewelry for Tiffany.

In addition, he once worked as a truck driver while studying architecture, just like Cameron. It seems that being a truck driver is a promising and talented profession, just like a librarian or a grass shoe seller.

"As far as architecture is concerned, the functionality is also outstanding. These new designs can provide customers with a better shopping experience," a female judge walked in and simulated herself as a consumer entering the flagship store and felt very good.

"The lighting, as well as the layout and style of the furniture, are very reasonable. It could even be said that in terms of functionality, this flagship store is at least one generation ahead of similar buildings."

This is also reasonable. The development of shopping places in later generations is really too rapid. Linlou has personally experienced so many excellent store designs, and even designed some himself. Bringing out these already verified successful experiences a little bit in the 1980s is enough to overwhelm the existing stores.

The judges who previously opposed Lin Lou were at a loss for words when they saw his work. Although art does not have a unified answer, there are still basic rules. Ignoring the excellence of this work and speaking grandiosely pose a significant challenge to their own authority.

I won't be able to fulfill my promise this time, but there will be a next time. If I forcibly reject Lin Lou's work and damage my own reputation, I may not have the opportunity to serve as a judge next time.

An architect from China may be looked down upon, but if he is backed by Pierre Cardin, it's a different story. It's obvious that Pierre Cardin has put in a lot of effort for this event. If his efforts go to waste, Pierre Cardin definitely won't let him off easily.

Moreover, it is rumored that Lin Lou has a good relationship with famous architects such as Ieoh Ming Pei and Arata Isozaki, so it is not wise to provoke him easily. Therefore, these people all remain silent; then they moved to the next exhibition area to appreciate and judge another participating artwork.

The Venice Biennale does not end in just one day. Each edition of the exhibition lasts for a considerable amount of time to facilitate visitors from around the world to attend.

So after experiencing the peak visiting period of the past few days, the number of visitors slowly decreased, and Lin no longer had to stay in the exhibition area all day.

That day, as he was preparing to visit the exhibitions of other projects, Pierre Cardin knocked on the door and entered. The two of them went to the large terrace of the suite, where Lin Lou poured them some tea and brought some snacks provided by the hotel.

Casually chatting, Pierre Cardin smiled and said, "Lin, your work has received recognition from many judges. Although the final selection has not yet begun, in my opinion, you have a very good chance of winning the grand prize!"

"This is really good news. I'll express my gratitude by offering tea instead of wine for everything you've done." Linlou is not a novice who knows nothing; he naturally understands that Pierre Cardin must have done something behind the scenes.

"No need to be polite. In fact, this is a good thing for me too!" Pierre Cardin did not hide it, "I used some of my connections in the art world to explain your work to a few judges, and they were all conquered by your outstanding design!"

If Linlou wins the prize, it will gain reputation, while Pierr Cardin will benefit. A Pierr Cardin flagship store that has won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, will greatly enhance the brand's influence and attract more consumers for shopping.

So he would go to great lengths to push this matter forward, if only to appreciate the Linlou, Pierre Cardin could help him qualify for the Venice Architecture Biennale, but he wouldn't do anything else.

Of course, all of this is predicated on the fact that the design of the Lin Building is indeed excellent. Public relations also need to be confident. Even if it's Harvey Weinstein, at most, he can only make "Shakespeare in Love" defeat "Saving Private Ryan" and "Life is Beautiful" to win the Best Picture, but he definitely can't make "La La Land" or "Tiny Times" win major awards.

"So now we can start considering the construction of this building in Rades. When can you complete the construction drawings?"Pierre Cardin was well versed in the essentials of hype. If we could hold a groundbreaking ceremony in Paris right after the Golden Lion Awards, it would be even better."

"In fact, my team and I have been working on completing the construction drawings in addition to the exhibition and booth setup these days." Lin pointed to the computer inside, "This is not a very large project, so the progress of the construction drawings is very fast. It will definitely be completed before the end of the exhibition."

"The new technology does bring a lot of convenience. If we use the old-fashioned hand-drawing method, who knows when we can get it done. Speaking of this, Pierre Cardin thought of another thing,"Lin, it seems that using a computer to complete the design is indeed the future trend. I think we can cooperate in the field of clothing design."

"In the sketching stage, hand drawing can inspire people more, but in the refinement and production process, the advantages of computer drawing technology are significant! For example, in adjusting sizes, only a few commands are needed to complete the task, which can certainly play a huge role in the clothing production process." Pierre Cardin has long adopted factory-scale production technology. If Lin Lou encounters those old-fashioned, stubbornly adhering to manual workshop-style production traditionalists, he certainly wouldn't say these things.

"I can send several fashion designers to the United States to collaborate on software development, and I can even provide some funding," Pierre Cardin offered.

He is very willing to cooperate with him. With his reputation, it will be much easier to penetrate the market for fashion designers after this software is developed, just like when he first introduced CAD to I.M. Pei's architectural firm.

"I also really hope to cooperate with you, but as you know, I only have a small share and cannot completely decide on this matter. Here's what we can do: I will make a call to the US side, and then you can arrange for some people to go over there to discuss the specific cooperation arrangements." Now Pierre-Cardin is more proactive, so Linlou doesn't mind giving the company some more benefits.

"No problem, let's make a toast to our collaboration!" Pierre Cardin poured two glasses of wine and both raised their glasses to celebrate.

He didn't expect to sign the contract immediately, but since the main leaders of the two companies are willing to cooperate, the rest is just a matter of detail, which they don't need to worry about.

After finishing the business at hand, Pierre Cardin also relaxed and curiously asked, "It seems like you're planning to go out? Are you thinking of touring the beautiful scenery of Venice?"

"I definitely have to go there. I haven't finished seeing the architecture in Venice yet! There are definitely many buildings here worth visiting and documenting."

"However, I didn't go out today just for this. I want to go see exhibitions of other art categories, maybe it will bring me some gains!" Lin Lou said.

Five points and one chapter
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"This is indeed a good opportunity, but unfortunately, I have a cocktail party to attend later and can't accompany you. I hope you have a good time." Pierre Cardin winked and subtly hinted at the purpose of the cocktail party, then excused himself.

Lin knocked on Li Qingxi's door downstairs, "Let's go, let's go see the art exhibition together. Since we're here, we should at least take a look. Otherwise, we'll be clueless when asked by others!"

"I really can't understand the popular painting styles in the West these days," Li Qingxi muttered. However, he did not refuse. Just as Lin Lou said, since he came, he should take a look. It would be a bit regrettable if he didn't. Besides, if the artists at the salon asked him about it after returning, it would be embarrassing if he knew nothing about it.

In the future, the Venice Biennale also favors Chinese painters. In 2009, it even held a solo exhibition titled "Ode to Nature" for the young Chinese painter Liu Zhong. However, the exhibition still mainly features European and American painters.

However, before that, there have been Chinese painters' works participating in the Venice Biennale. In 1958, China sent a batch of Qi Baishi's paintings.

In 1980, the previous session brought a batch of woven tapestries. Of course, plain woven tapestries definitely do not meet the requirements, but these tapestries are replicas of works by Chinese modern painters, so they are related after all.

The Venice Biennale generally invites countries to participate, and then the selected country appoints a curator to be responsible for its national exhibition. This year, thirty-six countries have been invited, and there are also individual participants such as Lin Lou.

As a category of art with a long history and enormous influence, the painting exhibition at the Venice Biennale can be said to have an impact second only to the film festival.

This art exhibition featured over 1400 works from 220 artists, along with several important exhibitions: a retrospective of the French Fauvist master Matisse; a retrospective of the Austrian expressionist master Schiele; a retrospective of the modern sculpture pioneer and Romanian artist Brancusi; a thematic exhibition on "Art as Art"; and an exhibition of young artists.

I walked into the exhibition hall, where different styles of paintings were hung on the walls. Some were extremely abstract, some were exceptionally realistic, and some appeared to be simply blocks of color. There were also some that looked like children's doodles.

"Um, Xiaolou, can you understand these?" After entering, Li Qingxi felt a little uneasy. Although architects have a deep understanding of color, lines, and so on, it is still quite different from the way of a painter. In particular, the development of twentieth-century painting art is bolder and more avant-garde than architectural art, and he indeed doesn't understand many paintings.

"I can still manage with more traditional works, but I really don't understand those abstract, surrealism, and minimalist artworks!" Linlou shook his head.

However, although he couldn't understand it, if he came across some works that had fetched sky-high prices at auctions in later generations, Lin Lou wouldn't mind picking up some of them. In fact, this was the real purpose of his journey here. Seeking design inspiration for himself from the artist's works was just an excuse. Although Zaha had drawn a lot of inspiration from Malevich's Suprematist works, Lin Lou, as a reincarnator, no longer needed this. He had even better sources of inspiration.

"However, I had a conversation with Mr. Zhao Wuji last time, and it seems that Western paintings have been experiencing a significant increase in prices in recent years. I am thinking of buying a few pieces for collection if I come across any paintings that I like. If you are interested, you can also give it a try." Lin Lou used Mr. Zhao Wuji as a shield, otherwise it would be difficult to explain why he suddenly wanted to buy paintings.

By the way, after the award ceremony ends, I need to make a trip to Paris. If it's convenient, I can visit Zao Wou-Ki's studio and see if I can acquire a few of his artworks. Although his works are already very expensive now, they are still far from what they will be in the future. If I can acquire them, their value will increase at least a hundredfold.

"Let's forget it, the price is not cheap." Li Qingxi shook his head and pointed at the price tag on the frame. "The cheapest piece here costs several thousand dollars. This one is worth a whole courtyard house. I'd rather save the money to buy a house."

This is also feasible. The potential appreciation of a siheyuan is no less than that of these artworks, and the risk is even smaller. Siheyuan will only rise and not fall in the next forty years, while the works of artists may still decline.

"Works by Matisse! Aren't they too expensive? What can I do with tens of thousands of dollars?" Naturally, the first thing they saw was the main exhibition, and they had heard of the famous Matisse, so the price tag on the artwork shocked Li Qingxi.

The paintings featured in the master retrospective exhibition include some from museum collections and some from private collectors. Most of these works are not for sale to the public, but there are also some that are available for purchase, with prices listed on the frames. Li Qingxi stared at the labels on the frames for a long time.

Of course, even if you buy the artwork, you can't take it away immediately, after all, the exhibition has not ended yet. If you are interested in a certain piece, you can first sign an agreement, and then the authentication and delivery will be carried out after the end of the biennial exhibition.

Ah, it's really cheap! But Lin Lou has a different feeling. He had participated in a bidding for a modern art museum in his past life, and when he was collecting background information, he learned about the situation of some modern art works, and was quite impressed by some artists who sold for high prices.

The works of Matisse, while not fetching prices in the hundreds of millions like Picasso or Van Gogh at auction, often achieve transactions in the tens of millions of dollars.

On the evening of May 8, 2018, the "Century Auction" of the "Peggy and David Rockefeller Collection" was held at the New York Times, and Matisse's masterpiece "Reclining Odalisque with Magnolias" was estimated to be between 50 to 80 million US dollars. It finally sold for a whopping 80.75 million US dollars (approximately 539 million RMB).

On February 3, 2015, Sotheby's London presented an Impressionist and Modern Art evening auction, featuring Henri Matisse's 1942 painting "Nurse on a Black Chair," estimated to be worth £9-12 million.

At the 2009 Paris Sotheby's auction, Yves Saint Laurent's collection of Matisse's 1911 work "Les coucous, tapis bleu et rose" was sold for 45.6 million US dollars.

And now, you only need to spend tens of thousand to over a hundred thousand dollars to acquire a Matisse's work. After thirty years, it will be worth tens of millions of dollars. This is definitely a great investment opportunity.

The auction price of the Austrian expressionist master Schiele is slightly lower. In 2001, his portrait painting "Painter Anton Peschka" was sold for 7.7 million pounds at a Sotheby's auction in London.

However, correspondingly, the current prices of his works are also lower than those of Matisse, mostly within $100,000, with a subsequent increase of tens or hundreds of times after purchase.

In the days before the Japanese began to globally acquire art on a large scale, and before the oil tycoons in the Middle East started waving their checks everywhere, the prices of artworks were naturally not as exaggerated as they would be later on. Now, Linlou feels like everything he sees is a bargain.

Brown-Kuszy's work is also so. It was still from Yves Saint Laurent's collection at the 2009 Paris Sotheby's auction, and Brown-Kuszy's "Portrait of L.R." (1914-17) was sold for 37.1 million US dollars.

In addition, there is an interesting anecdote. A French collector, Balard, commissioned Edelman to take care of a series of abstract marine creature sculptures titled "Le Poisson" (circa 1920-22), which are composed of three pieces of marble, in the summer of 2018. However, when the sculptures were returned to Balard, it was reported that the sculptures had been damaged, with the "obvious conclusion that the main piece of marble had been broken in half."

Balardel then sought to recover more than $22.5 million in compensation from Edelman. According to the assessment report submitted as an appendix to the lawsuit, the damaged Browncue Sculpture was estimated to have lost 75% of its value, approximately $16.9 million, and the report set the repaired value at $5.6 million.

Brown's highest auction record was set in May 2018 at Sotheby's in New York, when "The Sophisticated Girl (Nancy Cunard)" was sold for $71 million. In May 2017, "The Sleeping Muse" was sold for nearly $60 million at Sotheby's in New York, ranking second.

Linlou is really eager to take action, whether it's Matisse's, Schiller's, or Brancusi's sculptures, as long as they can be acquired, there will be no loss.

However, unfortunately, the exhibits of these three masters are either not for sale or have already been taken by others, and there are not many left. He only collected some scattered pieces, took two relatively unknown paintings by Matisse, a painting by Schiele, and two sculptures by Brancusi.

These are certainly not their masterpieces. If they were, the owners wouldn't have sold them so easily. They would have to go to the auction house to sell them.

However, Lin's building has already been satisfied. The five pieces of artwork together cost less than five hundred thousand, averaging less than a hundred thousand each. If it were to be auctioned at Sotheby's in thirty years, it wouldn't go for less than fifty million.

"Fifty thousand dollars? You just spent it like that?" Li Qingxi was a little startled by him, I know you have money, but you can't squander it like this, right? If this was in China, with fifty thousand dollars, you could buy some land and build a big building yourself, couldn't you?"

"Being able to buy so many works by masters for just 500,000 dollars, it's definitely not a loss!" You don't understand, the thrill of finding a treasure and building on purchased land are completely different!

But then again, if Lin Lou takes fifty thousand US dollars to buy calligraphy, paintings, and porcelain from antique shops in Beijing, the future appreciation potential will definitely be higher than the works of Matisse, Schiller, Brancusi, and others. How much does a painting by Qi Baishi cost now? How much will it be in the future? This is not just a profit of tens or hundreds of times, but thousands or tens of thousands of times.

Moreover, now you can only buy the secondary works of these Western masters, but back in China, you can buy rare pieces from masters like Qi Baishi, which will bring even greater profits.

However, the feeling of scavenging in China and scavenging abroad is still different. At that time, let the foreigners experience the feeling of their own national treasures falling into other people's hands!

And most importantly, just because Linlou has bought works by Matisse, Schiller, and Brancusi doesn't mean he doesn't have the money to buy Qi Baishi's work! He can still afford it!

"Sir, actually, some works by young artists are quite good. Maybe I can take you to have a look!" After the organizer's staff, Dinatale, helped Lin Lou with the formalities, he came over enthusiastically, realizing that this was a big client and must be taken care of well.

"Alright, let's go take a look!" The works of well-known artists such as Matisse, Schiller, and Brancusi are now very popular in the market. If you can't get your hands on a masterpiece, it's a different story for young, unrecognized artists. Their works may now cost only a few thousand dollars, but their future auction prices may surpass even those of Matisse.

This is true bargain hunting. As Lin followed Dinatale, he quickly recalled in his mind which artists became famous after the 1980s.

"The works of Sandro Chia, a representative figure of the young Italian painters, caused a sensation at the previous Venice Biennale. Three young Italian painters, Chia, Cucchi, and Clemente, created their art using canvas and oil paints, drawing inspiration from various styles in art history and blending them together."

"They depict specific objects and natural scenes, giving the audience familiar and believable visual images without any political connotations. They draw from and reference not only traditional styles before the 20th century, but also various modern art movements since the early 20th century. They do not adhere to any established standards to guide their art, but instead follow their own imagination and intuition."

"The purpose of these artists in absorbing tradition is to surpass it. Although their art is a return to traditional painting, it still possesses a modern sensibility. Because the surnames of the three artists all begin with the letter 'C', they are also called the 'Three Cs'. If you like, you can buy it. It's a great choice whether for collecting or investing," Dinatale introduced enthusiastically.

"It is indeed a very unique style, just slightly expensive." Due to the success at the last exhibition, the works of Sandro Chia have now increased to tens of thousands of dollars.

It's a bit uneconomical, of course, more importantly, Linlou found information about this painter in his mind, who is known for his financial acumen.

However, his works have been quite neglected in the art market. Even after Linlou traveled through time, he did not change his fate. It even left a specific term in the art world - the "Kia phenomenon."

Because Kia offended Charles Saatchi, the world's largest art collector, Saatchi bought all of Kia's works from major galleries in New York as a package deal, and then dumped them back into the art market for sale, causing the value of Kia's works to plummet, and they never recovered since.

Kia commented on this, "The field of art creation nowadays has been completely commercialized, just like an automotive production line, where they continue to produce the same model of car until it is no longer popular."

"But how much of art is truly valuable? Value and price are two different things, perhaps the price tag reads a million dollars, but the real value is zero. I am proud of the experiences I have had, the privilege of having the price tag lowered is something other artists do not possess."

It seems to be full of the temperament of the art world, but when you think about his previously demonstrated business acumen, this statement sounds somewhat sarcastic.

Lin Lou is not a painter and does not have much interest in the artistic value of these paintings. Therefore, he naturally has no intention of purchasing the works of this neglected painter in the market.

Dinatale wanted to introduce him, but Linlou's attention was drawn to a painting nearby. The painting looked somewhat like the graffiti often seen on the walls of black communities in Hollywood movies in the later years.

The painter uses oil brushes, acrylic, and enamel to carefully layer and thicken the pigments on the canvas, then tears and cuts the pigments to create a raised effect, shaping a textured and richly colored image. Against a blue background, there is a framed portrait and densely repeated quoted text, almost entirely covered by fiery red, orange, and yellow hues.

"Seems like a nice piece, right? Five thousand dollars is quite reasonable! Can you help me purchase it?" Linlou asked while pointing at the artwork.

"Xiaolou, is this worth five thousand yuan?" Li Qingxi didn't say he can also paint like Chen Zhonghu did, but he obviously doesn't think this painting is worth five thousand dollars!

The value is incredible, being able to acquire this piece for only five thousand yuan! Lin Lou was full of surprise, he didn't expect to find such a great deal at this exhibition.

"Um, Mr. Baskia is a young emerging American artist, born in the Brooklyn area of New York, with parents who are South American immigrants!" Dinatale quickly recalled the artist's information, "He began his graffiti art creations on the walls of Lower Manhattan."

"Later, he met Andy Warhol. Andy Warhol is the father of Pop Art and can be said to be the most influential artist after the war. He admired Basquiat's fresh artistic vision and claimed that he had gained strong creative vitality from him. This was exactly the key he was seeking to restart his career."

"So Warhol introduced Basquiat to the artists in New York and recommended his works to participate in this biennial exhibition!" Dinatale really didn't know how to praise Basquiat's work, so he could only introduce it using Warhol's fame.

"Oh, since Mr. Andy Warhol values this artist, Mr. Basquiat is sure to become famous quickly. I'll definitely make a big profit by acquiring his works now!" Linlou said with a smile, Dinatalei took it as a joke, but didn't realize that Linlou was serious.

He actually doesn't appreciate Basquiat's work, but he knows that the piece in front of him is the most expensive artwork created after 1980 and also the most expensive artwork created by an American artist in history.

At the 2017 Sotheby's "Contemporary Art" auction, this Basquiat work was expected to sell for $60 million but ended up selling for a sky-high price of $110 million. Now, you can have it for just $5,000 at the Linlou Flower Gallery.

This year's exhibition, Schiller's is really good, not sure about Baskia, the update tomorrow might be delayed, haven't adjusted to the schedule.
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"Xiaolou, $5,000, why would you spend it on this? What's the point? Just now, I could barely understand when you bought works by Matisse and others, after all, they are masters. But why does this childlike doodle painting worth $5,000? Wouldn't it be better to go buy a courtyard house instead?"

"I am optimistic about the future prospects of this young painter." You don't understand. This 5000 dollars will turn into a billion in a few years. That's a profit of twenty thousand times. It's no worse than buying a quadrangle courtyard for appreciation.

Oh, you can't mess around even if you have money. But considering that most of my income comes from Linlou, I can't say anything to Li Qingxi. I can only watch helplessly as Linlou continues to buy several pieces of artwork from relatively unknown young painters.

"Okay, that's about it!" After selecting more than ten paintings, Linlou finally stopped. The combined value of these paintings doesn't even compare to one of Matisse's paintings, but by the 21st century, the works of these artists will at least be worth millions of dollars. This treasure hunting experience was indeed enjoyable.

Sign the contract and make the payment, then Dinata earnestly advised, "Please rest assured, once the exhibition is over, we will deliver the artwork to you, guaranteeing that there will be no issues."

I still have quite a bit of trust in this forest building. The Venice Biennale has been held for so many years, everything is well-established, so generally speaking, there shouldn't be any problems.

"Thank you for your support, you have encouraged me to continue on the path of art." There were also some young painters present who came specifically to thank Mr. Lin for purchasing their artwork. They have not yet made a name for themselves, and their sales are not going smoothly. It's rare to meet an appreciative customer, so they naturally want to build a good relationship.

"Your artistic talent has won me over!" Lin Lou said politely, when in reality it was because of the potential for appreciation. If Lin Lou hadn't found their names in the information and known that their paintings would become popular in the art market, he wouldn't have spent this money. There were many works that he didn't quite understand.

Returning to Sasaigledo Hotel, Feng Shaoping and Hu Zhongping also came back from the armory. After hearing what Li Qingxi said today, they were also astonished, "Aren't you too generous?"

"I have heard people say that antique furniture and famous paintings and calligraphy have become much more expensive in the past few years. Are you planning to invest in artwork, Xiao Lou?" Hu Zhongping asked. "But even if you are investing in artwork, you are spending too much money, aren't you?"

"Well, as the old saying goes, 'antiques shine in times of prosperity and gold thrives in turbulent times.' The domestic economy will certainly improve in the future, so antiques, calligraphy, and paintings will definitely increase in value. So, if you have some spare money, it wouldn't hurt to buy some and keep them for the future." Lin Lou nodded slightly, leaving it up to them whether they would heed his advice.

"Forget it, this thing requires too much skill to pick out. I don't have the ability for this, so I won't bother with it. Tomorrow I'll just go to the department store and see if I can find some suitable electrical appliances to buy and take back." Li Qingxi shook his head and said.

This is also acceptable. Making money, other than realizing one's own dreams, is nothing more than improving one's quality of life. Although buying appliances may not be as profitable as buying antique calligraphy and paintings, it can greatly enhance one's quality of life and gain envy from neighbors. It can also satisfy one's soul, which is also a good thing.

But there's no rush to buy in Venice. It's more suitable to buy electrical appliances in Paris, where there must be a wider variety of brands and models. After all, we'll have to go to Paris after we finish the exhibition. It would be inconvenient to bring such large appliances with us!

Venice is just a small city with a population of only 200,000, far from comparing to a metropolis like Paris. When Linluo mentioned this, Li Qingxi also realized, but still had no intention of changing tomorrow's schedule. "It's good to go and see, at least we will know what kind of appliances are available in Europe now. We can decide on buying when we get to Paris!"

On the second day, Lin went to the arsenal to inspect his exhibition area, while the others went shopping. After a few days of exhibition, the participating architects had become familiar with each other. When there were not many people, they would occasionally move around and chat about architectural topics.

Lin Lou also enjoys these kinds of exchange activities, from which he can also learn about some new trends and theories emerging abroad. Although he has studied many mainstream theories in architectural history, it does not mean that less influential trends and theories are useless. They can also bring him some inspiration.

By the time the exhibition was about to end in the afternoon, Lin Lou was discussing with some friendly architects about going for a drink, but an unexpected visitor arrived.

"Hello, Mr. Lin, I have been paying attention to your exhibition area for many days. I wonder if I could have the honor of chatting with you?" A middle-aged white man in his forties, dressed in a suit, handed over his business card. "I am Santino Puccherini, the owner of Puccherini Furniture Company. I am very interested in the furniture you have designed."

When Lin Lou had important matters to attend to, the architects left first. Lin Lou went out with Santino Pocherino and they chatted at a nearby coffee shop called Hua Shen Café.

"Mr. Lin, I approached Mr. Pierre Cardin previously to produce the furniture designed by you, but Mr. Pierre Cardin told me that the copyright of these furniture belongs to you. That's why I have come to you, hoping that you could authorize my company to produce these furniture." As he spoke, Puccini handed over a brochure, saying, "This is an introduction to my company. You can take a look first."

"Our company's history can be traced back to my grandfather, when we started customizing furniture for the nobles in Milan in the 19th century. Over time, we transitioned into a modernized factory, and now the company has become one of the top ten furniture companies in Italy. We participate in the Milan International Furniture Fair every year, and our clients are from the major countries in Europe," Boqulini explained while Lin was flipping through the magazine.

"However, the furniture designs I created have a relatively narrow application range, and are only suitable for use in some high-end retail stores, not for personal residences," Linlou said while flipping through the designs.

"This is enough. Mr. Pierre Cardin has told me that you are not only an excellent architect, but also a shrewd investor, so I am being open with you. Although these furniture items may not have high sales volume, the profit margin for furniture in the market is also higher."

"At the same time, placing furniture with the logo of the Pocherini company in high-end stores can also serve as effective advertising. When customers see it while shopping, they will surely think of us when they want to buy furniture!" It seems that Pocherini really wants to make this deal, and they speak quite earnestly."

Anyway, it's money falling from the sky. Moreover, according to the information, the Pocherini Furniture Company indeed has certain strength. The Milan International Furniture Fair is one of the top three furniture exhibitions in the world. Most companies can't get in, so Linlou doesn't mind cooperating with them.

"In principle, there is no problem, but we still need to consider the details. What kind of price are you planning to offer? What kind of cooperation do you intend to take? Will it be an exclusive purchase or authorized production?" These two are different - an exclusive purchase means only allowing one company to produce this kind of furniture, while authorized production means that Linlou can also allow other furniture companies to produce it."

The price for these two cooperation methods is definitely different. Generally, companies with insufficient strength can only choose the latter. However, Pocherini immediately chose the former, saying, "I hope to exclusively buy the copyright of these furniture designs."

"Mr. Pierre Cardin, what should we do? Perhaps in the future flagship store, he will still use this furniture." Pierre Cardin and their cooperation have been good, and Linlou has no intention of causing him trouble.

"This is something I have already discussed with Mr. Pierre Cardin. If we reach a partnership, I will offer him discounted prices for furniture production in the future! In fact, it would be a good thing for me if we could get our company's furniture into Pierre Cardin's flagship store." This is something that Puccini has already considered.

"Since Mr. Pierre Cardin has no objections, then I have no problem!" Lin Lou said readily, "If the price you offer can satisfy me, I am also willing to cooperate with you."

"How about one hundred thousand dollars? If you agree, I can pay this amount after signing the contract," Puccini asked tentatively.

"I don't think it's quite appropriate to directly buy me out. I would prefer to accept a sales commission model. Like architectural design, furniture design usually involves a commission. However, while architectural design only pays once, furniture design can receive ongoing royalties based on the sales of the furniture company, which is somewhat similar to book royalties."

"However, if we adopt a sales commission, your income may also decrease." Pocherini, on the other hand, prefers a one-time buyout. After a few more words, neither side was willing to give in, and the situation became a bit deadlocked for a while.

"The coffee here is quite good, especially the Venetian coffee. I'm afraid there is no other place in the world that can match the authentic taste of this coffee shop. So let's not let these trivial matters spoil such good coffee. As for the cooperation, maybe we can let others talk about it first, or wait until after the Venice Biennale to discuss it." Lin halted the negotiation, as dragging it out would definitely benefit himself.

Once I win the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, the photos of these furniture will be featured in the news media. Other furniture merchants will definitely see them. Business people have always been sharp-eyed and can certainly recognize the commercial value of these furniture. It's not just Puccini who can see it. The furniture industry in Italy and France is very developed, so I have no worry about no one coming to me.

And the taste of this coffee shop is really good. The God of Flowers Coffee Shop has a history of more than 200 years. It is the oldest coffee shop in Italy. The habit of drinking coffee by Europeans was first brought by Venetian merchants from the Arab world. Coffee was brought into Europe by Venetian merchants under the name of "Arab wine".

And the Venetian coffee blend was born, putting sugar, brandy, and chocolate syrup into the coffee cup, injecting coffee, topped with whipped cream, and finally, sprinkled with cinnamon powder.

In the early days, Venetian coffee was very popular in Europe. However, with the passage of time, it has gradually been replaced by cappuccino, mocha, latte, macchiato, etc., and it's hard to find such authentic Venetian coffee in most places.

Moreover, this café is also the birthplace of the Venice Biennale. Caffè Florian has been the social center for Italian celebrities and nobles since its inception; romantic poets Byron and Shelley, writer Goethe, author Dickens, painter Picasso and others have been regular patrons of the café.

During the outbreak of the French Revolution, the Café de la Régence became the place where politicians discussed national affairs. After Napoleon conquered the Republic of Venice, local patriots gathered at the Café de la Régence to conspire to overthrow the conqueror's rule.

In the relatively conservative atmosphere of the 18th century, it was the only coffee house in the entire city that welcomed female customers.

At the end of the 19th century, the then mayor of Venice and artists, after a discussion at the Caffè Florian, decided to hold a grand art exhibition to celebrate the silver wedding anniversary of the king and queen. This art exhibition later continued and became the world-renowned "Venice Biennale". During the Venice Biennale, the café is filled with exhibitors from all over the world.

Lin Lou leisurely savored his coffee, but Puccini was a bit restless. He had no interest in tasting the coffee, as he had also heard some news that Lin Lou had a high chance of winning the Golden Lion Award. Once he received the award, the price would surely go up, and other furniture dealers would start competing with him.

"A signing fee of $50,000, an 8% sales commission, this is the highest price I can offer. If you are still not satisfied, then I can only regretfully say goodbye!" Puccini surrendered.

"Pleasure working with you!" The price is quite satisfactory. Nowadays, most furniture designers can only receive a two percent sales commission. Eight percent is close to the commission of a master furniture designer. Comparing it to the profits of Autotec Company, it's not much, but no one would complain about having more money.

"Pleasure working with you!" Puccini reached out to firmly shake hands with Linlou, "I will go back now to prepare the contract. I will come to find you tomorrow to sign the contract. Please arrange for a lawyer in advance by then."

"Mr. Piel-Cardin's lawyer is in the hotel and I believe he would be willing to help me out. If we consider the future income, the collaboration with Pocherini might be able to make back the money I spent on buying the paintings yesterday, right?" Lin watched Pocherini leave and muttered to himself.

There were no unexpected events during the signing process, just a slight disagreement from Pierre Cardin, "If you wait until after the Cannes Lions Awards to sign, maybe you can get a little more commission."

"But I am leaving for Paris at that time, so I may not have time to deal with him. I might as well sign the contract now while I still have some leisure time!" Lin shrugged indifferently.

Anyway, you're a multimillionaire. This little money really can't make you too excited. Pierre Cardin shrugged, but it's also good, as he's leaving for Paris right after the awards ceremony. It's also a good thing for him.

In the next few days, several furniture merchants came to inquire. Unfortunately, Linlou had already signed a contract with Poccherini, so these furniture merchants had to leave disappointed.

Lin Lou continued to engage with other exhibiting architects while wandering through the streets and alleys of Venice, capturing classic architecture with a camera and paintbrush. Occasionally, he would visit the art exhibition to see if there were any missed opportunities.

After returning home in the evening, Li Qingxi, Liang Zhitian, and I worked on drawing the construction drawings. Before the exhibition was over, the construction drawings were already completed. Pierre Cardin immediately had someone take the drawings back to Paris for review.

Once the construction drawings are completed, everyone can finally relax. Now the only thing worth worrying about is whether we can win an award. When making phone calls back home, Xu Jiaping and others who stayed behind kept asking about it, and also conveyed the wishes of Wu, a member of the school leadership. They urged Lin to inform them as soon as the results are announced.

Time passed by unnoticed, and soon it was time for the awards ceremony. On that evening, the courtyard of Lin Manor was crowded with people. No one felt like sleeping; they sat in the courtyard, drinking tea, enjoying the cool breeze, and chatting, while their eyes frequently glanced towards the room where the phone was placed.

"Xiao Qi, why don't you guys go to sleep for a while first! Xiao Lou called last time and said that the award ceremony is at 8 p.m. Italian time. Italian time is seven hours behind ours, so it probably won't start until around 3 a.m.! We can call home after the results come out, but it might be around 4 or 5 a.m. We can't stay up all night." Xu Jiaping advised the school newspaper reporter.

School newspaper reporter Qi Jian rushed over specifically to get the news as soon as possible. How could he dare to fall asleep now? What if they were all too busy and forgot to call him?

"No need, no need. I'm used to staying up late writing, I always feel energetic at night and just can't fall asleep! Plus, tomorrow is the printing time for the school newspaper. The editor-in-chief has already reserved the layout specially, and as soon as good news comes back, we'll start printing immediately. I need to reply to him as soon as possible. The editor-in-chief is waiting at the printing factory tonight."

"Since we're not planning to sleep, how about playing poker? Let's step up the game!" Lin Mita took out a few decks of cards, and everyone started playing the game. They played from 2 to K in one go, then started the second round. It's unclear how long they played, but everyone felt a bit drowsy, yet they persisted and didn't sleep."

"It's already past three o'clock, the results should be out by now, right? Why hasn't the phone rung yet?" someone anxiously asked while looking at their watch. Could it be that they didn't win?

"Ding ling ling!" Before anyone else could answer, they heard the phone inside ringing.

Xu Jiaping took a big step forward, and others followed suit, quieting down and perking up their ears to listen. Qi Jian quickly took out pen and paper to record every word spoken on the phone.

"Old Xu, it's me, Li Qingxi. Just now... just now..." Li Qingxi gasped heavily, leaving Old Xu anxious and worried.

Thank you for the support from lonely thistle ball, SHOOTERS, Fanxing, and少E123. There will be only one update today, and tomorrow's update will be earlier.
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"What just happened? Hurry up and tell me!" Xu Jiaping was getting anxious. Li Qingxi was still panting on the other end of the phone. Without a mobile phone on hand, he rushed out to find a place to make a call as soon as he got out. He ran such a long distance at a sprint speed and definitely needs to slow down.

"Xiaolou... Xiaolou got it! The Best International Participant Golden Lion Award of the year is awarded to Xiaolou!" Li Qingxi finally announced the results just in time before Xu Jiaping and the others went crazy with impatience.

"Xiaolou got it? Really got it?" Xu Jiaping quickly confirmed, feeling a bit unsure even after hearing it, then handed the phone to Lin Mita. "Mita, listen and see if I heard it wrong, right?"

"Just now, the chairman of the organizing committee of the Venice Biennale, Mr. Giuseppe Garasso, personally presented the Golden Lion Award to Xiao Lou, and announced that this year's Best International Participant Golden Lion Award belongs to this young architect from China." Despite being asked several times, Li Qingxi still didn't feel annoyed!

"We won! We won! We won!" The courtyard was filled with cheers, and Wen Xuanxi and Zheng Weiming even set off the prepared firecrackers. Fortunately, the courtyard was in a remote location with no neighbors around, otherwise they would have been scolded to death!

"Hahaha! Our Chinese architect just won the Golden Lion award! No, not just China, this should be the first time for the whole of Asia to win this award, right?" Xu Jiaping laughed heartily.

Is this the second Venice Architecture Biennale? The Golden Lion award has only been given once before! Not to mention being the first in all of Asia, it could even be said to be the first outside of Europe! But at most, these thoughts are only murmured in one's heart, and no one would outspokenly say such a thing at this time.

"Do you have the photos or not? Do you have the photos or not?" Qi Jian stood on tiptoe at the back and asked loudly. He was still waiting for these photos to do the publicity.

"I'll ask for you!” Linmita said as she held the phone and asked a few more questions. Then she turned around and said, "The photo was taken. When Xiao Lou went on stage, he gave the camera to Teacher Hu, and Teacher Hu personally took the picture. Many journalists were also present at the scene, including those from the Italian 'Republic' newspaper, the French 'Figaro' newspaper, and the British 'The Times'."

"The hotel where Xiaolou stayed already has these newspapers. It's estimated that the news will be published early tomorrow morning. By then, they will specifically collect these newspapers and bring them back with the photos!" This was repeatedly emphasized to Xiaolou before leaving school, and he certainly wouldn't dare to forget it. It has been arranged long ago.

"That's good, that's good!" Qi Jian eagerly looked at the phone. He also wanted to lean over and say a few words to see if he could get some other information, but Lin Mita didn't give him the chance. She said a few words and then hung up the phone.

"Teacher Li still needs to go back to continue participating in the award ceremony. After the ceremony is over and she returns to the hotel, she will call us. Everyone can have a good rest now."

"Hi, how can anyone still sleep at this time!" Everyone was so excited, who would still be sleeping at this hour? Moreover, it's already past four o'clock, and it'll be time to go to work or class in a few hours.

"Excuse me, let me through to make a phone call," Qi Jian squeezed through the crowd, picked up the phone and dialed the printing factory, where the call was quickly answered.

"Hello, chief editor? This is Xiao Qi! Just now, Teacher Li called from Italy and said that classmate Linlou won the Best International Participant Golden Lion Award at this year's Venice Architecture Biennale. We can release the prepared news now that the information is confirmed!"
Such news is usually prepared in advance, and after the confirmation of the news, it can be slightly modified according to the situation and released directly.

Of course, if Lin Lou didn't win the award, that would be another story, and the space that should have belonged to this news would be given to other news.

"Are you sure?" After a few more questions, the editor-in-chief decisively said, "Okay, I will arrange for them to do the printing, and the newspaper will be ready for the school to see later!"

He has already made up his mind. After the newspaper comes out of the press, he must be the first to get it and then personally deliver it to the principal to share the good news with him.

"Congratulations on winning this award. To be honest, before this, I have presented awards to artists from many different categories, but this is the first time giving it to someone so young." Stepping back in time a little, let's shift our focus to Venice, where at the awards ceremony, the chairman of the Venice Biennale organizing committee, Giuseppe Garrasso, personally presented the Golden Lion Award to Lin Lou.

"I am very honored to receive this award." After thanking Giseppe Gallazzo, Lin Lou proceeded to make a standard acceptance speech, expressing gratitude to Tsinghua University, his parents, and Pier Cardan, among others.

"Xiaolou, congratulations! You are really amazing!" Hu Zhongping and Feng Shaoping looked at Linlou with envy, as for Li Qingxi, he ran out to make a call and hasn't returned yet.

"Boss, once the news spreads back to Hong Kong, there will definitely be many tycoons coming to us for design help. Maybe even the Hong Kong government will come to invite us to work on public projects," Liang Zhitian said with envy. "When will I also be able to win an international award?"

"Can I touch your trophy?" Hu Zhongping and Feng Shaoping reached out their hands, but without Lin Lou's permission, they didn't dare to touch it.

Oh, are you both also reincarnated individuals? This phrase sounds so familiar! Lin Lou directly stuffed the trophy into their arms, "As long as you like it, you can sleep while hugging it at night! This award is also thanks to all of you."

This time, I am receiving the award by myself. In the future, as the country further opens up to the outside world and the economy improves, perhaps we can raise the banner of a Chinese pavilion at the Venice Biennale. Then we can strive for awards at that time, and it will feel completely different.

In addition, although receiving this award is an achievement, it is not a time to be proud. The Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale is certainly prestigious, but it is not the highest award in the architectural field. The Pritzker Prize is the most coveted.

The 2016 Venice Architecture Biennale was curated by Chilean architect Alejandro Aravena, who won the Pritzker Prize at the beginning of that year; The curators of the 2018 Venice Architecture Biennale were two Irish female architects, Yvonne Farrell and Shelley McNamara, who also won the Pritzker Prize that year.

It seems that as long as I can win the Pritzker Prize, there is a good chance of becoming the curator of the Venice Architecture Biennale. I hope that the next time I come to Venice, it will not be as an exhibitor, but as a curator.

"This is the Golden Lion Award trophy, Lao Hu, why are you holding it in your arms? Quickly let me touch it! And help me take a photo!" Li Qingxi finally called back and immediately saw the trophy in Hu Zhongping's arms, and hurriedly snatched it away.

After the awards ceremony, there will be a press conference and a cocktail party. By the time we finish these, it's almost midnight when we return to the hotel. Everyone is very tired and goes back to their rooms to rest.

I didn't remember to report the detailed situation to my home country until I woke up the next morning. So I quickly made a call back, and chatted with them for more than ten minutes in one breath, and then the matter was considered closed.

At this time, the news of Lin Building winning the Golden Lion Award through Tsinghua University's campus newspaper has caused quite a stir on campus, especially within the Department of Architecture. Regardless of which teacher is giving a lecture to the senior students, the first thing they say when entering the classroom is the news of Lin Building winning the Golden Lion Award.

"Your senior/junior fellow student, Lin Lou, has brought honor to Tsinghua this time. He has won the top prize, the Golden Lion award, at the Venice Architecture Biennale. Most of you may not be familiar with the Venice Biennale, so I will give a brief introduction."

"The Venice Biennale is an art festival with a history of over a hundred years. It is one of the most important art events in Europe and is considered one of the world's three major art exhibitions, alongside documenta in Kassel, Germany, and the São Paulo Biennial in Brazil. It holds the top position in terms of seniority among these three major exhibitions and is known as the carnival of the art world."

"Every biennial exhibition attracts outstanding artists from around the world and has a huge influence. Previously, only Mr. Qi Baishi's works from our country have participated!"

"Lin Lou is not only the first Chinese architect to win the Golden Lion Award, but also the first Asian architect to receive this honor. He did not even mention that this is only the second edition of the Architecture Biennale."

Even though they have listened to it many times, every time they listen, the classmates are equally excited, eagerly looking at the teacher, pricking up their ears and not wanting to miss a single word, hoping immensely to hear new content.

Only Liudi seems to have a harder time. He has been tortured every time he has heard these words, yet today, every teacher seems to want to talk about it, making him want to skip class a little.

Am I really never going to catch up with him in my whole life? Although he is somewhat confident, it's not to the extent of being able to have the confidence to win the top award at an international large-scale exhibition.

How on earth did he manage to do that? No matter how much I think about it, I still don't understand. I've been working so hard, so why does it feel like the gap between him and me not only hasn't narrowed, but has even widened?

"Haha, now Tsinghua University will undoubtedly be the number one in architecture departments across the country for a very long time in the future! No matter if it's Tongji University or Tianjin University, who has the ability to bring back a Golden Lion Award?" The teachers who didn't have classes today were also happy and lively in their offices.

Winning the Lin Building Prize is also beneficial for them. In a boastful manner, from now on, when they attend meetings or other academic activities outside, and they meet teachers from other universities, they can boast about winning the Lin Building Prize. I believe they will have nothing to counter with.

As for the actual benefits, when seeking funding from higher authorities, we can also report the winning of the Golden Lion Award by Lin Lou as an important example. Look, our department has cultivated such excellent students. The funding for next year is definitely going to increase, right? With more funding, it will be more convenient for them to do whatever they want.

"Ah, it's a pity that Linlou still can't come back recently. Otherwise, we would have to organize a few report meetings no matter what!" The appearance of advanced individuals and their achievements without being able to immediately hold report meetings has left everyone feeling a bit regretful.

"Hasn't the exhibition ended? Why haven't you come back yet?" There were also some curious individuals who were unclear about the situation and asked.

"He won the award for a design he did for a clothing company in France, so after receiving the award, he has to go to Paris for the groundbreaking ceremony. He can only come back after he's done with all the busy work," explained the teacher who was close with him and the Xu family.

"I have to go to Paris too! Lin Lou's going to have a great time this time!" When they heard the word "Paris," everyone showed a look of envy. In the hearts of these young teachers in the architecture department, Paris is a more dreamy place than New York.

While they were chatting, Lin Lou had already concluded his journey in Venice and was traveling to Paris with Pierre Cardin. On the plane, Pierre Cardin was updating him on their recent schedule.

"After arriving in Paris, take some rest first. Tomorrow morning, some media will come to interview you. We can take this opportunity of your award to promote you and our new flagship store to the people of Paris," as a businessman, Pierre Cardin would certainly not miss this excellent opportunity for publicity.

"Then you are free to move around for two days. Once everything is ready on my end, we will participate in the groundbreaking ceremony together." After the groundbreaking ceremony is successfully completed, Lin and the others can return to their country.

"No problem, I am prepared." These reporters must have been arranged by Pierre Cardin, but Lin Lou doesn't mind at all. This is a mutually beneficial arrangement. Pierre Cardin can use these reporters to promote the new flagship store to the people of Paris, and Lin Lou can also use them to establish his name in the hearts of the French people.

"Haha, you are quite excellent at dealing with journalists, and your fluency in French is also very impressive. I believe you will definitely impress them tomorrow." Pierre Cardin thought about Lin Lou's confident performance in front of the journalists yesterday and remembered his experiences in China. He couldn't help but feel that Lin Lou was really different from most Chinese people he knew.

The plane landed at Charles de Gaulle International Airport, and then arrived at a well-established five-star hotel to rest. The next morning, after having breakfast, the interview took place in the hotel's café.

Lin Lou's proficient French impressed the French journalists, and with the help of Pierre Cardin, the rest of the interviews went smoothly. These journalists were also quite professional and had a certain level of knowledge about architecture, so Lin Lou's answers were quite enjoyable.

It took two hours, and these journalists left satisfied. By tonight or tomorrow, in-depth reports on the Linlou and Pierre Cardin flagship store will appear in major French media outlets, allowing Linlou and his work to be known to many French people.

"Zhi Tian, you can have free time in the afternoon. We are going to visit a colleague studying in Paris." During the meal, Lin Lou said to Liang Zhi Tian.

Academician Wang Ruizhu, a graduate of Tsinghua University, is currently studying at the Paris Institute of Architecture. When Lin Lou just arrived at Tsinghua, Wang was still a teacher at the school. He knew Hu Zhongping and Li Qingxi, and before leaving the country, someone specifically asked them to bring some things to Academician Wang, so it is also appropriate to go and visit him.

Asked the hotel for a car, and then the group of four set off with their belongings to the school located in the Monbananas district. The Paris School of Architecture is one of the few professional architecture schools in the city, located near many famous buildings and exhibition halls, making it convenient for students to visit and inspire their design ideas.

The school has gathered many elites in the field of architecture, forming a high-level team of teachers to impart the most advanced architectural concepts and techniques to students. It has also attracted many renowned architects from France and European and American countries to come and teach, earning a considerable reputation in the international architecture community.

It has also cultivated many architectural masters, the most famous of whom is the 1994 Pritzker Prize winner Christian de Portzamparc.

He advocates using space to construct entities in architectural design, rather than constructing space through the stacking and combination of entities. His main design works include the Glass Courthouse, the Paris International Conference Center, the Louis Vuitton Building in New York, and the French Embassy in Berlin, among others.

The Louis Vuitton Building in New York is acclaimed as the most important architectural work in New York in the past 30 years, and it won the 2001 Businessweek Architectural Design Award.

According to the address provided by his family, I found Academician Wang's dormitory. He happened to be at home, and when he heard the knock on the door and opened it, his face was full of joy. "Oh, Xiao Lou, Xiao Hu, Xiao Li, Xiao Feng, why did you come? Please come in, please come in!"

Once inside, after pouring some water and searching for something to eat, Lin Luo explained, "I came to Paris to attend the groundbreaking ceremony for the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin. Since I'm in Paris, it wouldn't be proper to not pay a visit to you, Teacher Wang."

"Lao Wang, this is something your family asked us to bring for you. They were worried that you wouldn't be used to the local food in France, so they prepared some snacks for you." Li Qingxi handed over the items.

"We also brought you some local specialties that we bought in Venice." Since we came all this way to visit, it wouldn't be right to come empty-handed.

"No, no, you've already brought me so many things from far away, I am already very grateful, why do you still want to buy things for me?" So the scene of pushing and giving way was acted out in the house again, and it was finally persuaded for Teacher Wang to accept.

"Xiaolou, you have done a great job representing Chinese architects this time. Just now, the French newspaper published the news of this year's Venice Biennale, and many classmates have come to ask me about it. I've told them that Lin Lou is a student from our Tsinghua University, and I used to be his teacher! When they heard this, they all praised our school." When talking about this, Teacher Wang was also proud.

"Teacher Wang, please make sure to attend the opening ceremony. It would be even better if you could invite some other teachers and students to join." Lin Lou extended the invitation and Teacher Wang readily agreed.

After discussing the design of the 林楼, the conversation turned to Mr. Wang's study experience in France. Lin took the opportunity to ask the question he was most concerned about, "Mr. Wang, what aspects of Parisian urban planning do you think we can learn from?"

Today is still another update.
Chapter 372: Meet Again

Lin Lou has just won the Golden Lion Award and has already established a certain reputation in the architectural field. However, he has not forgotten that besides making a difference in the architectural field, he can also use his experience to help China avoid some detours in urban planning.

But architectural design can be completed with your own team, urban planning cannot be persuaded by one person alone, so it is necessary for someone with equal power to stand on his side.

Academician Wang Ruizhu is a very suitable candidate. He specializes in architectural theory, urban and architectural history, historical environment protection and planning. After returning to China, he has been working at the China Urban Planning and Design Institute for a long time.

His contribution mainly consists of several parts. Firstly, he compiled the series of monographs "History of World Architecture". This is a multivolume comprehensive history of world architecture written based on on-site investigations and collection of original materials, combined with the latest research results at home and abroad. The entire series comprises 16 volumes and 43 parts, which can be called a monumental work.

This series of books has the characteristics of a large-scale category book and a fundamental engineering discipline, with features such as a large amount of information, new materials, and strong comprehensiveness. It also has unique aspects in layout, argumentation, and research methods, and is accompanied by a complete Chinese-foreign language comparative retrieval system. The first three volumes have won the first prize of Huaxia Construction Science and Technology Award.

Next is his contribution to the preservation of historical buildings. His book "Protection and Planning of Historical Environments Abroad" is the first academic monograph in our country to systematically discuss the protection of historical environments. It has important historical, cultural, and scientific value, as well as significance for discipline building, and is highly targeted for current practices. This achievement won the first prize for scientific and technological progress of the Ministry of Construction.

At the same time, as a consultant participating in the filming of "Preservation of Ancient European Architecture", the film won the Excellent Film Award from the Department of Radio, Film and Television. Linlou imitated Wu's transformation of Juer Hutong and renovated his own quadrangle courtyard. At the same time, he plans to enlarge this experiment with Li Qingxi and others. In this regard, he and Academician Wang definitely have common ground.

This is also the main reason for his visit to Academician Wang this time, not just to bring him gifts and say hello; Academician Wang is also very interested in his questions. Since arriving in Paris and seeing the quaint buildings on the streets of Paris, he has been thinking a lot about the current situation in Beijing and the Liang Chen plan at that time, and has come up with many ideas.

"Paris is a world-renowned metropolis, and the city has a relatively long history, having experienced the influence of almost all important architectural theories from the Middle Ages to modern times. It is a city where history and modernity coexist, and it can even be said that you can see the complete history of architectural development in Paris." When it comes to this topic, Academician Wang's interest was immediately piqued.

Lin Lou, Li Qingxi, and others nodded quietly upon hearing this. France is a country with a long tradition of architectural culture. In the late Middle Ages, it had a glorious history of creating Gothic architecture.

In the mid-15th century, after experiencing the Hundred Years' War, France witnessed advancements in technology and commerce, leading to rapid urban expansion. The central government supported the development of industry and commerce, as well as the construction of cities and road systems.

In the field of architecture, the late Italian Renaissance Academy advocated exactly met the needs of the French monarchy to establish national unified standards and regulations, which led to the prevalence of classical architecture in Paris.

To demonstrate the new order of the most powerful monarchial autocracy since the Roman Empire and to showcase the great style of cultural and artistic under the new autocratic monarchy, Louis XIV specially established a number of cultural and artistic academies.

Under the advocacy and leadership of the court, one of the tasks of these academies is to establish and formulate strict and uniform standards, and to put forward corresponding theories. In the field of architecture, the classical architectural style reflecting secular royal power and national order has become the mainstream of architectural art development during this period.

The Louvre and the Palace of Versailles are the epitome and representative works of the architectural culture of this period, emphasizing the central axis and the symmetrical relationship of dominance and subordination; emphasizing the column style, the parts of the five column styles of Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite all have strict teaching relationships, and the sources, forms, proportions, and expressive characteristics of these column styles all have clear requirements.

And by the 18th century, the Rococo architecture emerged from the foundation of Baroque architecture. Rococo itself is not so much a style of architecture as it is a form of interior decorative art.

The creativity of architects is not used to construct new spatial patterns or to solve new architectural technical problems, but to study how to create more elaborate and gorgeous decorative effects; it pushes the baroque decoration to the extreme, in order to create a space that goes beyond reality and serves a dreamlike purpose.

At the same time, due to the emergence of new technologies and new building materials, Paris has seen the emergence of a number of representative modern architectures such as the Eiffel Tower.

In the 20th century, Le Corbusier led the development of modernist architecture and left representative works such as the Villa Savoye in Paris. Now, Ieoh Ming Pei is going to present a new iconic modern building for Paris.

So Academician Wang said that it's not surprising at all that Paris presents a complete history of Western architecture. "It's precisely because Paris has many historically significant ancient buildings that they pay great attention to preserving these buildings when planning the city," he said.

"This is also because France has the money and the capability to do so," Linlou added. "If New China had the economic strength of France when it was just founded, I'm afraid the urban planning in Beijing would have been different, right?"

Consider historical stages in everything, and do not judge past decisions based on the economic strength of present-day Beijing. Perhaps there were many irrational aspects in the urban planning of Beijing at that time, but the vast majority still met the needs of that time.

"Indeed, protecting these ancient buildings will certainly increase the cost of urban planning. However, in the long run, these ancient buildings bring substantial economic benefits to Paris. Every year, tourists from all over the world visiting Paris inject new prosperity into the city." Academician Wang's insight was still very sharp.

"So I am also considering that Beijing is also a city with a long history and has many ancient buildings. It would be a pity to demolish them. However, we cannot just ignore the increasing housing needs of the people just to protect the ancient buildings. This would be putting the cart before the horse. We protect the ancient buildings to make the city better, but the city should be people-oriented."

"It's not easy to find a balance between protecting ancient buildings and meeting the residential needs of the people!" As he spoke, Academician Wang remembered Lin's first work, "Yes, your renovation of the siheyuan is quite good, it could be a good example."

"When it was first built, I hadn't come to Paris yet. I have visited several times since then. This quadrangle not only maintains the original style of the old Beijing quadrangle, but also provides more living space, which can greatly improve the living environment of the common people!" praised Academician Wang.

"But not all old buildings can be renovated in this way! I dared to start construction boldly because the original courtyard was just old, without much historical value. If it were an old royal mansion, it would definitely not be suitable!" Lin Lou was not complacent about this. His plan could solve some issues, but not all of them.

"Yeah, if all the courtyard houses in Beijing were transformed like this, it would be somewhat unreasonable. After all, modern courtyard houses are different from traditional ones, not to mention the historical value you mentioned!" Academician Wang nodded in agreement, then turned to ask, "So, do you have any ideas?"

"I heard that a draft of the Law of the People's Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics is being prepared domestically. Many experts intend to categorize precious cultural relics into first-class, second-class, and third-class relics. So I'm thinking, could this classification method be applied to ancient buildings?" Lin Lou replied.

"Based on the historical, artistic, and scientific value of ancient architecture, considering their relationship with significant historical events, revolutionary movements, or famous figures, categorize these buildings accordingly. Conduct a comprehensive survey of ancient buildings in the city, and then consider these factors when formulating urban planning schemes."

"For ancient buildings with high ratings, it is best to leave them in their original locations and carry out maintenance and protection measures. If relocation is unavoidable, it is best to relocate the building as a whole. For older houses with moderate historical value, the traditional courtyard model can be used for renovation to preserve the original style while expanding the living space."

These methods will be commonly used in the future, but they sound relatively fresh now. Academician Wang and several teachers are seriously considering Professor Lin's words.

"The method is indeed effective, but it's too costly! Whether it's conducting surveys or repairing and relocating, it all requires a significant amount of manpower and resources. Our country is currently in this condition, and I'm afraid we don't have the capability to do it even if we want to," sighed Academician Wang with regret.

"Proposing solutions is always better than having no preparation at all. Starting to take action now will definitely help preserve some valuable ancient buildings, right?" Lin Lou also understood very well. Currently, everyone has just managed to have enough to eat, but the lives of ordinary people are still very difficult. It seems a bit extravagant to talk about protecting ancient buildings at this time.

But it's still possible to do some preparations within one's capabilities. "Being prepared is always better than being unprepared. I collected a lot of urban development data from rapidly urbanizing cities in the United States before, but due to the short history of the United States, there is a lack of such information. Paris, on the other hand, has a lot of experience in this aspect."

"I have also noticed this. I have seen a lot of information in the school library and have already organized some things. If you want to do it, I can give it to you!" Academician Wang generously handed over his research findings to Linlou.

"I originally planned to collect or ask others to help me find it myself. Now that I have these, I've saved a lot of effort!" Lin excitedly flipped through the notes of Academician Wang. The information inside is so valuable. With these, he will be able to produce irrefutable evidence to support his views at the next urban planning meeting.

"I still have a few more years before I can return to my country. Sending these materials back earlier would also be a good thing for the country." Like most international students nowadays, due to the high cost of travel, Academician Wang is reluctant to return to his country before completing his studies and can only silently endure the longing.

For four years, living a lonely life in a foreign land, often unable to contact my family for an entire month. I dare not say much even when I make the occasional phone call, only able to listen to a few words from my family. Being an international student these days is truly difficult.

"It's about time for lunch. Let's go out to eat! I heard that there are a few authentic Chinese restaurants in Paris. After being in Venice for these days, I'm really craving it. Let's go satisfy our cravings together!" Lin estimated that Academician Wang probably hasn't satisfied his cravings in a long time.

"I know a few places too. I'll take you there!" Academician Wang opened the suitcase, ready to take out all of his savings. It's not easy to have friends over, so he brought so many things for himself. It's necessary to treat them to a nice meal, which is an inherent Chinese etiquette.

"You are a teacher, how can I let you treat me? Let me, let me!" Lin quickly stepped in to stop him. Academician Wang's life is already very frugal, how can I let him treat me?

Li Qingxi and Feng Shaoping also stepped forward to persuade, "Teacher Wang, Xiao Lou's visit to Paris this time is not just for fun. He has won the design task for the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin. The design fee alone is tens of thousands of francs. In the past, Xiao Lou was undoubtedly a wealthy man. You don't need to save money for him."

"Several tens of thousands of francs?" Academician Wang was a little puzzled, this was a bit beyond his imagination, but he still insisted, "It's your business if you have money. Since you've come to the teacher, you have to listen to the teacher."

"Teacher Wang, Teacher Wang, listen to me. This time I am on a business trip to Paris, and all the expenses for food and accommodation in Paris are covered by Mr. Pierre Cardin. Whether it's dining or accommodation, he will reimburse me. Even if you treat us, it's still saving money for Mr. Pierre Cardin! He is a famous tycoon in Paris, we don't need to save money for him, do we?"

Upon hearing Lin Lou's suggestion, Academician Wang finally agreed. They all went out together and found an authentic Chinese restaurant, and had a great time.

Although Italy and France are known for their cuisine, Venice and Paris have many local specialties, but Chinese people are still best suited for Chinese food. Venice is a small city, and nowadays Chinese tourists have not yet spread all over the world, so there are no authentic Chinese restaurants. They have been craving for a long time, and finally satisfied their craving with this meal.

After the meal, Academician Wang took them back to the Paris School of Architecture for a tour, introducing them to the campus buildings and the outstanding architects in the school's history, as well as their representative works.

Lin Lou specifically inquired about the situation of the famous architect Christian de Portzamparc. Nowadays, this former Pritzker Prize-winning architect is serving as the dean of their academy and even teaches classes personally.

At the same time, he did not hesitate to talk about the education he received here, which gave a lot of inspiration to Li Qingxi and others. "The educational philosophy in France is much more advanced than ours! I feel that this way of education and curriculum seems to be more scientific. Teacher Wang, can you elaborate more? I will try to report to Commissioner Wu when I go back, and see if we can make some adjustments too!"

"I have recorded these as well. I will go back and give you the information later," Academician Wang readily agreed. For the students studying abroad during this period, they should not just consider issues related to their major. Any advanced aspects that they perceive, they will take note of and diligently collect information in the hope that it will be useful when they return to their home country.

They chatted as they toured around, a group of Chinese people walking on the campus of the Paris School of Architecture, attracting a lot of attention. Soon, someone recognized Lin Lou and went up to greet him, congratulating the new Golden Lion Award winner.

"Wow, I've been studying here for over a year, and no one has ever greeted me this much!" Academician Wang didn't feel jealous at all. In fact, he felt happy. "Xiaolin, you've brought honor to us Chinese architects this time!"

After visiting for a while, as Academician Wang had to teach in the afternoon, he had to take his leave, "According to reason, I should take time off to accompany you since you've come from so far away, but the class in the afternoon is really important... How about you look around by yourselves first, and I'll join you after my class?"

"It's okay, it's okay, Xiao Lou knows French! We can go by ourselves with him here! Just nice, a few of us want to draw the buildings we just saw. Just come here to find us when you finish class!" Li Qingxi and others also did not miss any opportunity to learn.

"Okay, I'll come over right after class. Let's continue our conversation tonight!" Academician Wang hurried off to class.

Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping, and Feng Shaoping took out paper, pens, and drawing boards, each looking for a suitable angle to start drawing several representative buildings in the school. They have done the same work many times in Venice, and these sketches brought back to the country are all excellent teaching materials.

Architecture students can have a more intuitive appreciation of the essence of Western architecture, while also helping them understand the correct techniques of architectural sketching.

"I won't join you guys. I'm going to meet someone and will be back soon." Although they don't understand French, their English proficiency is decent, so they shouldn't have any problems communicating with people in this kind of higher education institution.

After leaving the school, I called a taxi and took out a business card from my pocket, asking the driver to take me to the address on the card. The place is not far from the Paris Architecture Institute, and we arrived in about ten minutes.

Lin went up to the third floor according to the address on the business card, then saw the sign of Alphans-Pavald Architectural Firm. After knocking on the door and entering, he soon saw his former rival.

"Mr. Pavald, we meet again!" Linlou smiled and extended his right hand.

"Oh, Lin! I saw your news in the newspaper, and was about to visit you at the hotel tonight! Oh, by the way, congratulations on winning the Golden Lion Award at this year's Venice Architecture Biennale! I'm so envious!" Alphonsus didn't pay attention to Lin's hand, but warmly embraced him.

Two updates today
Chapter 373 Speech

"Come, let me show you around my office!" Alphonse and Lin Long didn't know each other very well, but Alphonse was happy to see him and took him to tour the office.

"This is a project I just secured, designing a small art gallery... This is a project that is currently being bid on, and the initial communication has been smooth so far. Now we are working on the conceptual draft..." It's obvious that Alphons's firm is developing relatively well, and the staff are busy and tense.

"A good design, but I think you should purchase a few more computers and some Autodesk software. This way, the efficiency of your firm can be further improved, allowing you to take on more projects." Lin Lou took the opportunity to promote his own company and potential clients.

"I also have this plan. The large law firms have already started using it. If I don't use it, I will fall further behind in future competition. However, there are too many law firms buying this software now. I have to wait in line to get training. It's really annoying," Alphonse shrugged.

"I believe the problem can be resolved soon. I heard that they are recruiting and preparing to expand their workforce. If you make a purchase now, you might be able to join the next batch of recruits. Tomorrow, I can also visit the French branch on the way. After all, it's my own business, and I should pay some attention to it."

"I hope so! What would you like to drink? Coffee? The coffee I brought back from Uruí last time is still available, and I have to say, the coffee produced in this country is really good. It's a pity that it doesn't sell well in Paris." Alphons' law firm is not very large, and they quickly finished the tour, then the two of them sat down in his office.

"No problem!" Coffee not only need to be of good quality, but also need someone who understands marketing. It seems that the people in Uruddi lack this capability.

The two of them chatted casually for a while, and Alphonsus said, "By the way, I heard that the groundbreaking ceremony for the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin is about to take place. Do you mind if I go to attend it? I'm also very curious about your design. I've been busy with work recently and haven't had time to go to the exhibition in Venice, and the pictures in the newspaper are too blurry."

"I've brought the drawings with me. If you want to take a look later, we can go to the hotel together. Also, I think we can collaborate on this project! You know, I need an architect to frequently visit the site, supervise their progress." Lin Lou brought up the business "话题" and said, "You know, I need an architect to frequently visit the site, supervise their progress."

"Since China is too far from Paris, it's best to find a local partner, and I will pay according to Paris market rates. Rather than finding someone else, it's better to find Alphonse, at least his ability is reliable."

More importantly, he had lost to Lin Lou before and has a certain level of awe towards Lin Lou's plans. If we were to find another French architect, there might be issues due to underestimating himself.

The reason for not seeking help from Academician Wang is first because Academician Wang still needs to study and may not have the time to do this; second, the people from the construction unit may not necessarily listen to him.

"It's just a small matter. Leave it to me, and I really want to know what acrylic can bring to architecture." Alphons readily agreed. This matter can not only bring profit to his architectural affairs, but also allow him to learn something. Furthermore, he can also establish a relationship with big tycoons like Pierre Cardin. There is absolutely no reason to refuse.

Maybe it will even gain Mr. Pierre Cardin's trust, and get the project from him! Just as Lin Lou just said, China is really far from France. Even if Mr. Pierre Cardin trusts him more, he would also consider this factor when making a decision, right?

"That night, let's go and meet Mr. Pierre Cardin together, and have a good chat about this matter. Once Pierre Cardin agrees, the job will be his."

"Haha, I never expected that after living in Paris for over thirty years, I would now need an architect from China to introduce me to business in Paris!" Alphonse felt a bit awkward, but then he thought about the fact that this Chinese architect had just won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, and he felt at ease.

Who let other people's level be higher than their own? It's really hard to accept! When will I have the opportunity to participate in the Venice Biennale? For him, being able to participate is already very satisfying, as for winning an award, he doesn't dare to think about it for now.

Maybe we will have the opportunity to collaborate in the future! Just the thought of the Golden Lion Award, Alphans suddenly had this idea. He has connections in Europe and can obtain a lot of bidding information in a timely manner. Some projects he can join and have a great chance of winning based on his own abilities, but there are still some that he temporarily cannot win as he is now.

But just because he couldn't win doesn't mean Linlou can't win either, the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale and the Uludiri Santagro Sports Stadium left a deep impression on Alphans, and also made him full of confidence in Linlou's strength.

There is no reason for those famous architects in Europe to work with him on such a project! The news of these well-known architectural firms is far more informed than his own. It is different for Lin, he is in China, it is difficult to get timely information from Europe and he also needs a partner familiar with Europe.

Handing over part of the work of the Pierre Cardin Lada Fangs flagship store to himself this time is a demonstration that if he were to take on a larger project in the future, it would probably be handled in the same way, right? He is responsible for conceptual and creative work, while the rest of the executive and communicative work can be completed by himself, benefiting both sides.

Linlou has made the most lucrative profits and also has the opportunity to participate in larger projects to expand the reputation of the Alphonsus-Pavard architectural firm. As for whether those clients can accept Linlou, as long as he presents his identity as a winner of the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, it will definitely dispel their concerns.

"Perhaps in the future, we may have the opportunity to continue to cooperate." Thinking of this, Alphonse couldn't help but reveal some information, "We can collaborate on bidding for projects in Europe. Of course, suitable opportunities need to be sought slowly. At the moment, I don't have any projects that require your involvement to complete. However, I believe that as long as we pay attention, opportunities will always arise."

"Great idea! If we could continue to work on projects in Europe, that would be even better. Not only can we earn more money, but the design fees in Europe are definitely higher than those in China. It will also help to expand our influence."

And after completing several projects in Europe, whether it's in Hong Kong or on the mainland, I heard that after people hear about these situations, there will definitely be more people coming to me for design. Now, both of these places naturally idolize Europe and America, just based on this halo alone, I can attract many projects for myself.

"Shouldn't you have my business card? If there's any similar news, you can give me a call and we can discuss it, and choose the right project to bid for. As for the profit sharing, let's follow the industry practice. Joint bidding is not uncommon in the construction industry, and there are already established rules on how to allocate the profits."

"I can't wait to make a call and seize the opportunity!" Alphonse exclaimed excitedly, as if he could already see the bright future of his law firm.

"Don't worry, after I attend the opening ceremony, I'll be heading home soon. I've been away for so long this time, and I really miss home. Even if you get the project immediately, I'm afraid I won't have time to participate! Besides, the three projects in Hong Kong should have their intentions finalized. When I go back, I'll just have time to chat with them."

The two of them chatted for a while about the details of their cooperation. They felt that it was about time, so Lin Lou and Alphonse went back to the Paris Institute of Architecture together, and then returned to the hotel with a few teachers.

Pierre Cardin also returned, and Lin took the opportunity to talk to him about Alphonse. Pierre Cardin readily agreed, "Since you think his ability is not a problem, then let's entrust this task to him."

Pierre Cardin went home after dinner, while Linlou took them to his suite to continue discussing architectural topics. Alphonsus and Professor Wang looked carefully at Linlou's design drawings, asking about various details and showing great curiosity about the new material, acrylic.

"The advantages and disadvantages of this material are very obvious. If it wasn't for a flagship luxury store, the appearance would need to be changed frequently. Mr. Pierre Cardin is not short of money, I am sure he would not design it like this!" Lin Lou reminded them, and then detailed the pros and cons of acrylic so as not to mislead them.

"From the current perspective, it does seem that way. However, any new thing is always imperfect in its infancy. Perhaps after some time, this kind of material can improve these shortcomings and be widely applied, right?" Alphons appeared very eager, as he understood the importance of new building materials for architects.

You may be disappointed, as the production technology and performance of acrylic in the later generations have been improving, but it is still far from being widely used in the construction industry. Even if it is used, it is mostly used for interior decoration, which is quite far from the scope of architects' work.

"Wow, I didn't realize until now. The development of architecture overseas is really advancing so quickly. In China, even the supply of steel and cement cannot meet the demand for building houses. People have started to experiment with various new materials." Academician Wang sighed.

"But Little Lou, you were always in China before, right? How did you know so much information? Even architects in Europe and America are not very familiar with acrylic, aren't they?" His amazement was mixed with a new puzzlement.

"Oh, I have read a lot of papers on new materials, and I am subscribed to most international journals on architecture, many of which are about new building materials." Lin Lou could only use this excuse to evade the question, otherwise there would be no way to explain it. Can I say I have seen many such cases?

It's fortunate that Academician Wang didn't get caught up, "Research on new building materials is also very important. Architecture is not just art, but also a science. The emergence of new building materials will inevitably have a huge impact on the existing order. The wider the application of new materials, the greater the impact."

“Our school actually has a research institute for building materials, but unfortunately, due to the lack of funding, it is already very difficult for us to catch up with the research progress of European and American countries, let alone independently develop new materials,” Li Qingxi sighed. Nowadays, there is a lack of funding everywhere in the country, and many research units are struggling to make ends meet.”

Well, this is actually a great opportunity. They are short on funds, but I am not. Plus, I have read a lot of papers on construction materials. If I can work with them, innovate something, hold the patents, not only will it facilitate my own designs, but also bring considerable economic profits.

Carbon fiber, acrylic, new types of steel, stronger performance concrete, new types of glass, synthetic stone materials, and so on, Lin Lou instantly recalled a lot of papers from his mind.

And I also have Chen Dejiang's ceramic tile factory. First, let them become familiar with industrial production, and then mass-produce these new materials. Research, production, and sales all in one, this will be a massive industry.

After returning, inquire about the situation, and then communicate with the school. After all, now various research institutes are lacking in funds. If someone is willing to spend money supporting their research, they definitely won't refuse, right?

After arriving in Hong Kong, it's better to register a company as a cover, and then ask Zhou Yalun from the Outech China branch to help find a few people to handle this matter. It's much more convenient to do things under the name of a Hong Kong company than to do it personally.

Linlou kept this in mind and then continued to discuss with them various new materials that had just emerged and their applications in architectural design.

We chatted until after eleven o'clock, and Alphonsus bid farewell and left. Professor Wang stayed behind to continue discussing the new things he had learned in Paris, and ended up sleeping here for the night.

The next day, there was no need to rush, so Linlou took them to visit I.M. Pei. Pei was currently in Paris communicating about the design plans for the Louvre, and they definitely had to go and pay a visit.

Upon seeing the Lintower, Ieoh Ming Pei was also very pleased, "I have seen the work you displayed at the Venice Architecture Biennale, it indeed gives people a refreshing feeling, quite different from my designs!"

In the design of Ieoh Ming Pei, he has always liked to use the geometric composition of triangles, and most of his lines are straight. Suddenly seeing a building composed of curves, of course, feels fresh.

"By the way, I have good news to tell you. In two months, this year's American Institute of Architects conference will be held. The Mount Fragrant Hotel project is nominated for the gold award, and according to some of my old friends, it is very likely to win the grand prize. You also deserve credit for the success of the Mount Fragrant Hotel, and I hope you can join me at the conference."

I.M. Pei has already made up his mind that if the Xiangshan Hotel project wins an award, he plans to go on stage to accept the award with Lin Lou. Even though Lin Lou has already won the Golden Lion award, for a young architect, who would complain about having too many awards?

On the contrary, for internationally renowned masters like him, he no longer cares about one or two small awards. The American Institute of Architects Gold Medal is not a small award for American architects, but I.M. Pei is completely qualified to think so. Moreover, he had won this award back in 1979 for the design of the Kennedy Library.

"I will definitely participate!" Lin Lou readily agreed. Once he receives this award, next year Bei Yuming will quickly be able to win the Pritzker Prize. That's what you call achieving fame and success!

"Is your award-winning work about to start construction recently? When is the groundbreaking ceremony? Do you mind if I come along and join in the excitement?" Dealing with I.M. Pei is really enjoyable. Before Lin Lou even spoke, he actively brought it up, without any airs of an internationally renowned master.

"I am delighted to have you here, and I'm sure Mr. Pierre Cardin will be very pleased as well!" Even in front of Pierre Cardin, I.M. Pei is undoubtedly an esteemed guest.

And now is a critical stage of the Louvre renovation project. In addition, with other projects on hand, I.M. Pei's schedule is certainly packed. In such a busy time, he is willing to take the time to support a younger colleague, which is truly appreciated by Linlou.

He felt that he was busy with work, so Linlou felt it was not appropriate to disturb him for too long. After a brief chat, he quickly took his leave and went straight to Zhao Wuji's studio. He showed him some photos of Xiangshan Hotel and talked about the praise from several domestic artists for his masterpiece. Seizing the opportunity while Zhao Wuji was in a good mood, Linlou quickly begged him to paint.

Zhao Wuji readily agreed, immediately picking up his brush and splashing ink to create a new painting for Lin Lou. Lin Lou raised his thumb in approval, saying, "Although I may not know much about art, I can feel that compared to the painting at Xiangshan Hotel, your technique has made a new breakthrough! It is filled with Eastern spiritual imagery and mysterious symbolism, quite different from your previous style."

Zao Wou-ki is over 60 years old, and it is truly gratifying and commendable that he is able to break through his own limits at this time and rejuvenate his artistic career.

"Haha, you said you don't understand painting, but every word you said is spot on!" Linlou's praise made him feel very comfortable, and then he enthusiastically took him to appreciate his old works.

Linlou took the opportunity to buy several pieces. Zhao Wuji was quite surprised by Linlou's purchasing power. His paintings were not cheap, and during this period, they were even more expensive than Matisse's.

After leaving Zao Wou-Ki's studio, Li Qingxi quietly said, "His wife seems quite extraordinary!"

Lin Lou smiled without speaking, Mrs. Francoise-Marie is not just a simple woman. In the later years of Zhao Wuji, Francoise took care of everything for him. After Zhao Wuji's death, the value of the billion-dollar artworks he left behind almost all kneeled to this lady, causing Zhao Wuji's only son, the painter Zhao Jialing, to sue her.

Back at the hotel, they saw Academician Wang and a Caucasian man waiting in the lobby. When they returned, Academician Wang quickly came over to introduce them, "Xiaolou, this is Mr. Christian de Potzamback, the Dean of our School of Architecture."

"Hello, Mr. Lin, I've come this time to invite you to give a lecture at the Paris Institute of Architecture!" said Christian de Portzamparc as he shook hands with him.
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Chapter 374: Commencement and Speech

"Yesterday, many people saw you on campus, and then someone told me that you were looking for Wang, so I came with Wang, hoping you wouldn't feel presumptuous," explained Christian de Potzamparc.

"It's an honor to meet such an architectural master like you. I have seen your work before, and in the design proposal for the Parisian European Street, you first used the open block approach, creating a new combination of streets and neighborhoods. This has greatly inspired me, and I also plan to apply this method to my own work," praised Linlou. "This approach can indeed be used in the renovation of the traditional courtyard alleys."

As for other classic works by Christian de Portzamparc, most of them have not yet been born. In fact, what Lufanglin likes the most is the museum he designed for the author of The Adventures of Tintin, Hergé.

The museum of Tintin Adventure, the comic book series by Hergé, is located in a small town near Brussels, Belgium, in the middle of a forest, connected by a bridge. It houses Hergé's works, and the building's design by Portzamparc uses a large number of simple color blocks with an external glass white frame to simulate the layout of comic strips, clearly indicating the theme of the building.

Portzamparc sought inspiration for the museum's design from the stories and characters in his comic works, taking more than 10 years to translate the comics into architectural language, creating a rich and commemorative space for the comic artist.

His ingenious design provides visitors with an emphasis on the "four landscape elements" - four different exhibition areas that showcase Elche's different painting styles using different forms, colors, and designs, winding pedestrian bridges connecting the display spaces, and large, exaggerated windows that fill the entire space with natural light from the outside, making it a classic work of modern architecture.

"Haha, if it's convenient, I can accompany you to the scene and tell you the reasons why I did this in the first place," Potter Zamback said joyfully.

He has not yet received the Pritzker Prize, the Silver Medal of the French Architects Association, the National Architecture Award of France, the European Urban Planning Award, and other awards. Although he has some reputation, he is not yet world-renowned. When he met this young architect from the East, the latter mentioned his own work and gave an accurate evaluation, which made him happy.

"I am truly honored! As for giving a speech, I haven't graduated yet, I'm only a junior. Is it too early for me to go to a world-renowned architectural school like the Paris Academy of Architecture to speak?" Lin Lou said modestly.

"No, no, age is not a problem! Although it's rare in the architecture industry to have completed multiple projects and won international awards before the age of twenty, your ability to win the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and to take the top spot in the international competition at the Fragrant Harbor Summit Club proves your strength. You are completely qualified to give a lecture to them," Potter Bambak didn't mind Linlou's age at all.

"In fact, since the opening of this year's Venice Architecture Biennale, many students from our school have specifically traveled to Venice for visits. It is relatively convenient to travel from Paris to Venice, and those who have the qualifications to attend architecture school in Paris generally have relatively good economic conditions, so it is not difficult for them to make a special trip to take a look."

"They are very interested in the many new ideas you revealed in this work and have had in-depth discussions since returning. They would be delighted if you could come to our school to give a presentation."

"And our school has always attached great importance to international exchanges. Every year, we invite renowned architects to serve as studio instructors for a semester or a year, and make every effort to invite more architects to come to the school for lectures. However, we have never invited Chinese architects for exchanges before, which is regrettable. But now, I can finally make up for this regret."

Christian de Bortzambark appeared very sincere, making it difficult for Linlou to refuse. "I am honored to receive the invitation. Do you have any specific requirements for the time and topic of the speech?"

"As long as it is related to architecture, it's all good. As for the timing, I know you are about to attend the groundbreaking ceremony of the new flagship store for Pierre Cardin in Fangsi. If you are available afterwards, I can always accommodate your schedule," Porter Zanbak said very generously.

"If it's convenient, let's start the day after the completion of the opening ceremony," Lin Lou said, pushing back his return date by another day.

"No problem! I will start preparing tomorrow morning and I will come to the hotel to pick you up. " So, this matter is settled, Potter Zanbuck accepted Linlou's invitation and had dinner with him.

At the dinner table, in addition to discussing architecture with him, Lin Lou is also very concerned about his research in urban planning. In addition to being an outstanding architect, he is also an excellent planner.

In the future, he was also responsible for the famous urban development planning of the Left Bank of the Seine River in Paris, injecting new vitality into the area while preserving its original charm. As the project gradually completed, the concept of open neighborhoods also became well-known to the people.

Although he has not started this job yet, the relevant theories and practical research have already begun. Linlou has benefited a lot from this exchange.

Soon, the groundbreaking ceremony of the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin La Fountaine began. Pierre Cardin made careful preparations for the ceremony, and reporters gathered on site, with celebrities from Paris also in attendance.

Lin Lou and Pierre Cardin stood at the front to welcome the guests. Pierre Cardin was very pleased when both Ieoh Ming Pei and Zao Wou-Ki arrived, "Mr. Pei, Mr. Zao, it's a great honor for both of you to be here as well."

"I have a close friendship with Xiaolin, so how could I not come to his project kickoff!" Zhao Wuji presented a gift, a painting of his own work.

"I have always wanted to collect one of your works, but the market competition is too fierce. Few people are willing to sell. Today, finally I can satisfy this wish," Pierre Cardin exclaimed with delight.

I.M. Pei's words are more considerate than Zao Wou-ki's, "The design of this new flagship store is very bold and artistic. Although it was completed by Xiaolin, without an owner like you with an open mind and excellent artistic accomplishment, I think it would be difficult for such an outstanding work to be born."

This statement made Pierre Cardin extremely happy, "I have always been passionate about giving opportunities to young artists, and I also very much enjoy challenging the old order. This flagship store is a testament to the spirit of Pierre Cardin!"

"Ah, Mr. Potter Zanbuck, I didn't expect you to be here as well," Pierre-Cardin originally thought that when Lin Lou first came to France, there might not be many people who would come specifically to support him, but unexpectedly, they came one after another, and each one is a heavyweight figure.

"I've invited Mr. Lin to come to the Paris Architecture Institute to give a speech, and I'm also very interested in the unconventional spatial design in this flagship store." Potts Bamback is also a member of the Paris elite, and has met Pierre Cardin on previous occasions.

"After it's completed, I will invite you to be the first to visit," a professional's praise made Pierre Cardin very happy. Although he had experienced this kind of joy many times in Venice, the praise from the dean of the Paris Architecture Institute made him even happier because Parisian pride is world-renowned.

The way of the groundbreaking ceremony is similar to that in China. The ceremony consists of speeches, ribbon-cutting, and other activities, which may have been learned from abroad. At least, the ribbon-cutting ceremony is derived from the launching ceremony of new ships in Western Europe, The only difference is that Pierre Cardin did not consult a feng shui master to choose an auspicious day.

During his speech, Pierre Cardin praised the Linlou building and then talked about the adventurous spirit of the Pierre Cardin brand, claiming that after the completion of this flagship store, he would present a futuristic fashion feast for consumers worldwide.

Lin Lou also said a few simple words, then cut the ribbon with Pierre Cardin and several important guests. Beside them, Li Qingxi quickly changed rolls of film, seizing the moment to capture this scene. These photos brought back to the country are excellent promotional materials. It's not easy to find a Chinese person with such a high profile abroad nowadays.

After the opening ceremony, the workers stayed on site to start working. Driven by monetary incentives, they worked with high spirits, striving to finish the work as soon as possible in order to secure the substantial completion bonus.

Lin Lou and others followed Pierre Cardin to the next location to attend a party. At the party, many people were curious about Lin Lou. It's just that because Pierre Cardin's flagship store hasn't been built yet, they haven't made up their minds to invite him to do the design. However, it is believed that after this building causes a sensation in Paris, someone will definitely contact him.

Busy all day, and returned to the hotel to rest in the evening. The next morning, Botezamba came to pick up Linlou to give a speech at the Paris Architecture Institute.

Although the students of the Paris Institute of Architecture already knew about the information on the Lin Building, they were still surprised when he entered. There's no way around it, the Lin Building is originally quite young, and compared to the French, Chinese people appear even more youthful. More than one person exclaimed, "I even feel like he should still be in high school now."

"But he has already won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale!" Ah, when will I be able to win such a prestigious award? I might never get the chance in my whole life. This guy is really making people jealous.

"Ladies and gentlemen, let's welcome today's speaker with applause, Mr. Lin Lou, the winner of the Golden Lion Award for Best International Participant at the 2nd Venice Architecture Biennale, and he is from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University in China," Potter Zamabak introduced Lin Lou to the audience.

And then began to introduce Mr. Lin's information, "Mr. Lin entered the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University in 1980. In that year, he completed the renovation project of a quadrangle courtyard and provided significant modification suggestions for Mr. Pei's Fragrant Hills Hotel. Later, he also designed multiple projects in China, including the teaching building of Houkou Middle School, the office building of the Shanghai Youth League Committee, and the library of Linzhou University."

"The teaching building of Houkou Middle School is also the world's first architectural project designed entirely using computer software! Following pen and paper, Mr. Lin has validated a new reliable tool for the architecture industry."

"Then, Mr. Lin also participated in the Victoria Peak Club International Architecture Design Competition, and with his ingenious design, he won the favor of the judges including Ishizaki Shin, defeating over 1700 participants from around the world, and clinching the first place."

This year, Mr. Lin once again traveled to Uluudi and designed the national stadium for this newly established country. The Shenggu Sports Stadium integrates the essence of Uluudi's local culture and modern architecture, making it a rare architectural masterpiece in recent years.

"Recently, Mr. Lin, at the invitation of Mr. Pierre Cardin, designed the new flagship store for Pierre Cardin La Fons in which he abandoned the popular straight lines in the architectural industry and used new materials such as acrylic to create a distinctive curved building. This design won the appreciation of the judges at the Venice Architecture Biennale, and he was awarded the Golden Lion prize!"

"Without a doubt, Mr. Lin is a brilliant architect. His emergence has shattered the long-standing silence in the architectural world, injecting new vitality into the stagnant field and bringing us new inspiration..."

Portsmouth praised Buckingham for a while before inviting him to come up and start his speech formally. Linlou first looked around and then smiled and said, "I believe everyone is curious about what makes this young man, who is about the same age as you, stand here and give a speech. In the era of Louis Kahn and Mr. I.M. Pei, it would probably be difficult for a young person like me to have the opportunity to design a project alone."

"Fortunately, we live in a rapidly developing new era, where the urbanization process is progressing so rapidly. The demand for architects in the market is constantly increasing, which allows young people like me to quickly seize opportunities."

"Of course, my ability to complete my first work is not just because of these reasons. There is another very important reason, and that is because I have money," Linlou made a little joke. "Before entering university, I completed a best-selling book, and the income from this book allowed me to have the ability to build a house for myself."

"Hahaha!" This joke made everyone laugh, and someone exclaimed loudly, "So do we need to become a best-selling author before becoming an excellent architect?"

"No, no, no, you can also become an excellent painter, or maybe win the lottery," Lin Lou continued jokingly, and the laughter from the audience grew louder.

To use one's own money to create one's first piece of work is like a film school student pooling their own money to make their first film. Though uncommon, it is not unheard of. Wang Shu's first piece of work was self-funded. In addition, many of the works of Pritzker Prize winner Zaha Hadid were bought by her wealthy wife.

After the joke, the speech gets to the point. "Just now Mr. Potter Zanmabak said that the architectural industry is a bit lifeless nowadays. When I met Mr. Kizaki Shin in Hong Kong, he also expressed similar views."

"So, why has this situation arisen? The modernist architectural style pioneered by Mr. Le Corbusier, Mr. Mies van der Rohe, and other masters has had a global influence since World War II, leading to the emergence of many classic modernist buildings around the world. The architectural styles of the world have never been as unified as they are today!"

"We walk on the streets of Paris, New York, and London, and we can see modern skyscrapers made of reinforced concrete and glass curtain walls. Without going to those historic and well-preserved old city areas, it is difficult for us to tell in which city we are."

"The current Chinese economy may not be very developed, but I believe that in a few years, a similar situation will also occur in many cities such as Beijing and Shanghai."

"Modernist architecture is undoubtedly excellent, but is it really good to have the same type of architecture all over the world? Paris, London, and New York are becoming indistinguishable, is this good? These buildings are functionally efficient and artistically accomplished, but when I see these indistinguishable skyscrapers, I always have this question: where is the connection between this type of architecture and the city?"

"Specific land produces specific buildings, and cities have different climates, histories, and cultures, so why are their architectures so similar? It was not the case before industrialization, with the pillars and decorations of French architecture, the roofs of Gothic architecture, and the flying eaves and brackets of Chinese architecture... Different cities have different architectures, creating a colorful world."

"And now, due to various reasons, buildings have become homogenized, as if they have disconnected from the land and can be moved arbitrarily, seeming the same whether placed in Paris or in New York."

"So I believe that architecture needs to be conscious of native culture, advocate for rational thinking, take responsibility for the living environment, promote indigenous innovation, and strive to preserve and continue the unique architectural characteristics of different regions. Architecture is built from the land, so the design should collect information from the land, seek codes, and integrate them into the building. This is the fundamental way to design architecture."

To become a master architect, it's not enough to just have works. It's also necessary to propose and have people accept your architectural concept. Lin believes that it's most appropriate to promote his own ideas on the campus of a university.

Especially in Paris, Parisians have always been proud. They are unwilling to see their city becoming more and more like New York or London, so they slowly quiet down and listen carefully to Lin's speech.

Lin Lou then presented the renderings of Xiangshan Hotel and Shenggu Stadium, showing them the differences in the designs based on this concept. The unique charm in these two designs, distinct from Western culture, left a deep impression on them. These buildings are modern architecture, yet they both carry a strong local cultural style.

They also experienced the charm of Oriental architecture and left a deep impression on them through the Xiangshan Hotel.

So when the two-hour speech ended, the auditorium erupted in enthusiastic applause.
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"Your perspective is very valuable, indeed the development of architecture should bear the mark of the city. When we design buildings, we cannot separate from the comprehensive attributes of the land. Your speech today has also inspired me a lot," Gram Bozanbak praised Lin Lou's speech enthusiastically.

Lin Lou then answered several questions from students of the Paris School of Architecture. Most of their questions were about the theories proposed by Lin Lou, while some were about the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin. After finishing the answers, he left with Gembazon Babak, had a meal together, and personally escorted Lin Lou to the hotel.

Mr. Graham Boxan, if you have the time, you are also welcome to come to China, to my alma mater, Tsinghua University, to give a speech.

For the current Chinese architectural community, being able to listen to master-level architects speak on site and learn about the latest advancements in architectural theory is very meaningful.

Lin Luo just finished his speech at the Paris Institute of Architecture. Graham Bozanbach naturally couldn't refuse, so he smiled and agreed, "I also really want to go to China and see those architectural styles that are completely different from Europe. If I have the chance, I will definitely give you a call."

The next morning, when they were preparing to go to the airport, Pierre Cardin, Alphons, and Academician Wang came to see them off. They accompanied them to the airport and saw them off until they entered the waiting hall before saying goodbye and leaving.

"I can finally go back!" Li Qingxi leaned comfortably against the back of the chair. "Before coming, I thought it would be different from going to Africa this time. Everything in Europe is good, and I thought I wouldn't get tired of staying there for a long time. Who would have thought that I started missing home after just a few days."

"You're missing your wife, aren't you?" Feng Shaoping joked. "But seriously, no matter how good it is abroad, it's not as comfortable as being at home. Right now, I just want to go back and have a good meal."

"We still have to stay in Hong Kong for a day, and we won't be able to reach Beijing until the day after tomorrow." Hu Zhongping is also looking forward to going back as soon as possible.

Still in transit in the Middle East, then arrived in Hong Kong. When Xu Wenbiao came to pick them up, he was full of joy. "Boss, the news of you winning the Golden Lion Award has been published in the newspapers in Hong Kong. They are calling you the second Chinese luminary in the international architecture world after Mr. Pei! There have been more people coming to us to discuss business these days."

"The three wealthy individuals who previously had some reservations about the proposal, heard that you designed the flagship store for Pierre Cardin and even won the Golden Lion Award, and didn't say anything else! They immediately agreed to the proposal and transferred the design fee to the firm's account. We have already started working on the construction drawings."

The tycoons in Hong Kong have always admired the West. It's not surprising to see such a reaction. "Since the money has arrived, let's also pay the commissions next month when we pay the salaries, according to your contributions. Wen Biao, you made a significant contribution to that villa project. After receiving the commission, it will probably be enough to pay the down payment, right?"

“If it’s not enough, the firm can also provide interest-free loans for you to buy a house earlier or get married earlier, so that you can focus on your work!”

Borrowing money to buy a house has always been a good way for companies to entice their employees, and many large companies are using it. Since it works well, Linlou doesn't mind using it more often.

"The property prices in Hong Kong have dropped a lot compared to last year. I want to wait and see. If I need it later, I will definitely ask you, the boss, for help." Although Xu Wenbiao is not in a hurry to buy a house, he still feels very comfortable hearing this. Linlou is much better than the previous employer who only knew how to exploit employees.

"That's true. The property prices in Hong Kong have indeed dropped drastically recently." In 1981, property prices in Hong Kong briefly reached their peak, but soon plummeted rapidly due to the impact of Sino-British negotiations and the global economic crisis. By the end of this year, property prices in Hong Kong have fallen by more than 60% compared to 1981, and next year the real estate market will completely collapse.

The situation gradually improved after the signing of the agreement in 1984, and property prices soared. By 1990, property prices in the Hong Kong Island area had more than doubled compared to 1981. International and local speculators began to feverishly invest in Hong Kong real estate. Both building and land prices skyrocketed. From 1991 to 1997, property prices increased by approximately four times. If we calculate from the recovery of the real estate market in 1985, by 1997, property prices had increased by 9-10 times.

At this point, Linlou reminded him and Liang Zhitian again, "In my opinion, house prices will continue to fall next year, and they should improve the year after. It's most cost-effective to buy a house at this time, so you should pay more attention then."

If you miss this timing, it will only become more difficult to buy a house in the future; and by the end of the 1990s, the people in the mainland will suffer from this.

"By the way, during this time, please pay attention to some historically significant houses in Hong Kong. If someone is willing to sell, I can buy them." Lin Lou pondered that since he had started collecting quadrangles in Beijing and old Western-style houses in Shanghai, he wouldn't mind getting some luxury homes in Tai Ping Shan, and Repulse Bay, striving to have his own works in major cities around the world, and also having his own residences there.

"No problem, boss. Are you planning to work in Hong Kong after graduation?" The thought further fueled Xu Wenbiao's determination. "At that time, we will definitely become the top architectural firm in Hong Kong!"

"There's no need for that. In the next forty years, the opportunities in the mainland will be much greater than those in Hong Kong! You may not believe it now, but wait another twenty years, and you'll understand!" This matter is better left to them, it's more appropriate to ask for help from Situ Baoyun.

Those who work in banks must be familiar with these, just like what Andrew did for himself in Shanghai. Situ Baoyun must also have information in this regard. After the agreement is signed next year, Hong Kong will experience a wave of immigration, with many wealthy people immigrating to Canada, Australia, and the UK, while selling properties at low prices. This is the most suitable time for bargain hunting.

I rested for a night, and the next day, I first went to the office to handle some work, and then went to have afternoon tea with Situ Baoyun. We talked about the house matters, and he readily agreed. In fact, since Mrs. Thatcher went to Beijing and fell on the steps, there has been a wave of property selling in Hong Kong. He now has many such projects on hand.

"I heard Andrew say that you really like the old Western-style houses in Shanghai. In fact, there are also many historically significant buildings in Hong Kong. Since you like them, I can help you gather some information and send it to you today."

"Hehe, there's no need to be so hasty. The property prices in Hong Kong haven't bottomed out yet! Let's talk about it next year. Since you've spoken with Andrew, you must know that I only want high-quality properties. Don't try to palm me off with ordinary houses! Since the price is sure to drop, it's better to make a move while it's still high."

"Your judgment on the economy is very acute," Seeing that Linlou was not fooled, Situ Baoyun had to bring up another matter, "The new company that you asked me to register, the procedures have also been completed."

When Linlou was in Europe, I called him and asked him to help register a company to invest in a construction materials research institute in the mainland. Now Situ Baoyun has already helped with the registration.

Lin took a look at it. This was a Hong Kong company controlled by an offshore company. It was not easy for ordinary people to trace it.

"OK, you are helping me find some lawyers familiar with international patent registration. There will be a lot of work to give to them in the future. In the domestic context, there is still a lot to look forward to in the short term. The first version of the Patent Law won't be passed until the year after next, but it won't be truly valued until the 1990s. However, patents internationally can be applied for in advance."

After dealing with these few small matters, they immediately returned to Beijing. Upon their return, they were warmly welcomed by the school and the media. They received a continuous stream of interview and speaking invitations. Lin Lou, citing fatigue from the journey and work, declined as many invitations as possible, and only accepted the ones that could not be refused.

After tossing and turning for a few days, Lin finally was able to rest. After recovering, he called the deputy manager of the Outek Company's China branch, Zhou Yalun, and said, "Yalun, how has work been recently? Are you able to adapt to life in the mainland?"

"Although the current performance of the company is far behind other branches, after being here for so long and interacting with so many people, I have found the mainland to be quite vibrant. Boss, your insight is very sharp and I believe that in the future, China will definitely be one of the largest markets for our company!" Zhou Yalun reported.

Be confident. You can remove one. In the future, when it comes to the number of architects, I'm afraid that no country in the world can compare with China. With more architects, the sales of CAD software will naturally increase.

"As for the living situation, it's actually not bad. Although in terms of convenience, it is far from being as good as Hong Kong and the United States, now the Xiangshan Hotel has started operating, the Jianguo Hotel is also almost ready, and the goods in the Friendship Store are quite diverse. Basic daily life can still be guaranteed."

"Indeed, the Chinese market is far from being in the season of harvest yet, but you don't need to worry. Your work is being closely observed by the board of directors, especially because I am still here. If there are opportunities for promotion in the future, rest assured that you won't be overlooked." To be honest, if it weren't for Linlou being the major shareholder here, it would have been quite difficult for the Otak China branch to recruit capable manpower.

After all, in this day and age, when multinational companies send people to China, it's like the future Chinese companies sending people to Africa, it's definitely like a placement! Perhaps the pay won't be bad, but it will be difficult to make progress in learning and promotion.

"Thank you, boss. We will work hard," Zhou Yalun quickly expressed his loyalty. "I will also continue to work hard and contribute to the promotion of CAD software in China."

"Actually, the reason I called you here is to seek your opinion on something else. Through this period of acquaintance, Lin felt good about Zhou Yalun, so he plans to poach him from his own company."

Zhou Yalun immediately put on a serious and attentive expression, and Lin Lou continued, "I just registered a new company in Hong Kong. Our main business is to provide funding for research institutes in the mainland for building materials, and then obtain their research results. After the results are out, we can either produce and sell them ourselves, or collaborate with other companies."

"Right now the company only has a name, nothing else. I need someone with strong work capability to take charge of this job, and I think you are quite suitable. I don't know if you are willing to come and help me."

To entice someone to change jobs, there's definitely a need to offer a higher salary. So Lin Lou immediately brought up the issue of compensation, saying, "In terms of salary, it will be 10% higher than what you're currently receiving. In addition, there are also performance-based incentives. Although there is still a large gap between the scientific and technological capabilities of mainland China and those of European and American countries, it doesn't mean that they are incapable of doing anything. Many researchers here have very high qualifications, they just lack funding and equipment."

"Well, I've experienced this when I promoted CAD in various universities before. Their foundations are very solid, and they work very hard." Zhou Yalun has also experienced this and believes they can achieve results.

"If you still have concerns, I can assure you that your current annual salary is $30,000, and your total income in the first five years at this new company will not be less than $50,000!" The average salary in the United States is now $12,000. Due to her higher salary in the IT industry and the expatriate subsidy, Zhou Yalun's income is much higher than that of the average American.

And Linlou has added a lot on top of this. Nowadays, the exchange rate of US dollars to Hong Kong dollars is roughly around 7-point-something to 1. Linlou gives him 50,000 US dollars a year, which is roughly equivalent to 300,000 to nearly 400,000 Hong Kong dollars, enough to invite top movie star Lin Qingxia to shoot two movies.

The property prices in the Hong Kong Island area have dropped from over a thousand per square foot to seven hundred. With Zhou Yalun's one year salary, she can buy five hundred square feet, and in two years, she can fulfill her dream of owning a thousand square feet luxury apartment. This offer has truly piqued her interest.

Even if it's not great, earning $250,000 in five years is close to two million Hong Kong dollars. That's enough to buy three 1,000-square-foot luxury homes. Even if the company goes bankrupt later, I can still support myself as a landlady!

And the boss owns so many shares in Outec Corporation, he'll become a billionaire as soon as it goes public. He wouldn't deceive me for sure. It's just that the new company seems relatively small in scale, and it seems like it doesn't have as much potential for appreciation as staying in Outec.

Hey, why bother thinking about this? Although Outeke Company is very large, it's definitely not easy for any other Chinese to climb to the top, except for the boss's two brothers who are the founders. I should seize the existing opportunities first. I'll continue to stay in Outeke Company. When will I be able to get a raise to $50,000 a year?

"Boss, can I think about it and get back to you?" Zhou Yalun had already decided to change jobs, but she still had to maintain a professional front. After all, it's the boss's company, so it wouldn't be good to be too straightforward in refusing."

"Okay, I'll give you three days. I'll have to find someone else if you refuse, as I'll be starting a new job after three days! In that case, find someone from the architectural firm who lacks talent in architectural design but is good at dealing with people. However, he will still need time to adapt to the situation in the mainland."

After chatting about the matter, Linlou finally had some time to himself. He first took some pastries he bought from Paris and paid a visit to Mrs. Xie Shuhua's house, then showed her some architectural sketches and photos.

"Yes, yes, I used to live in this house many years ago. I never thought that after all these decades, the house is still here." The old lady looked very moved as she thought back to her days studying in Paris.

Maybe it's because the French always surrender so quickly, that's why the war didn't have time to destroy these old buildings! Oh, sorry, I couldn't help but insult the French again.

"Paris has done a good job in the preservation of ancient buildings, which is indeed worth learning from. Beijing also has many old houses with significant historical value. It would be a pity if they were all demolished. This time in Paris, I met Mr. Wang and he helped to collect some relevant information. I'll talk to Commissioner Wu at the next meeting, hoping to preserve more of these old houses."

Accompanied the old lady to taste some pastries, then Linlou went to the girls' dormitory area and called Yubingbing out, also gave her some gifts, a few novels by European writers and Pierre Cardin and scarves.

"That's great. I've only heard my teacher introduce these writers before, but unfortunately their works haven't been introduced to China yet. Now being able to see the original works fulfills my wish. After reading them, I'll try to translate them if I can!" Yu Bingbing seems to really like the gifts Lin Lou gave.

Then, without waiting for the third day, in the afternoon of the second day, Zhou Yalun came to the quadrangle and found Lin Lou, expressing his intention to come over. This saved Lin Lou the trouble of finding someone else again.

"Alright, I will call Avall now and have him arrange for someone to take over your position. You'll have to work hard during this period, take care of both sides, and focus all your energy here after the handover is completed!" Avall Green is in charge of personnel matters at Outeck Company.

Zhou Yalun is not highly valued by the Outek company. In fact, they do not expect the Chinese branch to make any contributions in the next ten years, so they would not assign senior talents here. Therefore, the response was given without even asking, "No problem, I will arrange for a Chinese employee to take over her position immediately."

"By the way, I heard that the American Institute of Architects will award a major prize to the Fragrant Hills Hotel this year. Will you come to the United States then? The Wall Street guys can't wait to take us public. We must discuss this matter seriously." He is more concerned about this matter.

"I have already discussed with Mr. Bei, and I will be going to the United States in two months! Please send me the relevant materials so I can do some research in advance!" After chatting for a while about the recent situation at Autodesk, Lin Hang hung up the phone.

"Alright, if you're not too busy these days, start by reaching out to the Institute of Building Materials at Tsinghua University. I will have Mr. Xu help introduce you to some of the researchers later. Get prepared and then schedule a formal visit when you have some time!" Linlou started arranging the work.

Xu Jiaping has always been good at dealing with people. He knows many people at the research institute, and with his help in making introductions, he can save Zhou Yalun a lot of time.
Chapter 376 Style Lightning

Tomorrow happens to be the weekend. Zhou Yalun and Xu Jiaping discussed and decided to first invite a few researchers out to have a meal together, chat, and inquire about the specific situation before making a decision.

Early on Sunday morning, Zhou Yalun arrived at the quadrangle courtyard, ready to meet Xu Jiaping and go out to eat with the researchers from the Institute of Building Materials. Just as he arrived at the door, he saw Yu Bingbing walking over.

"Miss Yu, your outfit today is very nice, especially this scarf, it complements your temperament very well." Zhou Yalun had met Miss Yu Bingbing before and vaguely felt that she might become his future boss, so he was speaking particularly politely.

"Miss Zhou, you look very fashionable." After exchanging pleasantries, they started to attend to their respective tasks. Zhou Yalun and Xu Jiaping went to the building materials research institute together, while Yu Bingbing and Lin Lou left to go to the park.

Today Lin Lou did not let Yang Mo drive herself, the two went out on a date, and bringing a third wheel is nothing special? Lin Lou can drive, but it's a bit flashy to go out shopping by car, and Yu Bingbing probably wouldn't like being watched by others. But then again, a girl like her will always be the center of attention wherever she goes, right?

"Last month, my uncle came to Beijing for a business trip. He originally wanted to come and chat with you, but at that time you should still have been in Venice, right? He asked me to pass on the message that the office building has been completed now, and after some cleaning up, we can move in a few days. There will definitely be a ceremony when that happens, and he hopes you can attend."

"I guess it's around this time! When exactly?" Linlou asked. If it conflicts with the time of the annual meeting of the American Institute of Architects, then I'll have to let someone else go."

"Probably around the middle of next month, give or take a week, my uncle will call you in advance," Yu Bingbing said.

"No problem then! Once they move out, the Mahler Villa will be mine. I'll have a new place to stay in Shanghai. We can stay at the Wu Dak Mansion the first day, the Lilac Garden the second day, and then move to the Mahler Villa on the third day. It feels so comfortable just thinking about it."

Take a casual walk in the park and talk about some trivial things around us. Although it may not be as diverse as future dates, it still has its own unique charm. This slow-paced interaction brings a more profound sense of nostalgia compared to the fast-paced emotional lives of future generations.

Coming out of the park, the two of them went to watch a movie together. Yu Bingbing went forward to buy two tickets, and the young people around them looked at them with disapproval. Nowadays, when going out on a date, the man should take care of everything, but this guy actually let the girl pay, it's estimated that it won't work out.

Today in the cinema, they are screening "The Peacock Princess", adapted from a Dai ethnic mythical legend, tells the story of the prince Shu Tun, who, under the guidance of the golden deer, meets and falls in love with the peacock princess Nam Mo Na, and the two of them overcome numerous obstacles to finally achieve a happy life together.

Li Xiuming, who played the role of a princess, was not very familiar with Lin Lou. When she appeared on stage, Lin Lou kept staring at her maid's face. It was unavoidable because her appearance was just too familiar. Isn't this Cai Ming? This future national first-class actor could only play supporting roles for now and act in minor roles.

Prince Zhaoshu of Tunwang knows him well. Tang Guoqiang is currently at the peak of his looks, with delicate eyebrows and handsome features. However, his acting still has a bit of immaturity, far from reaching the standard he will later achieve when playing the role of Prime Minister Zhuge.

Hey, take a look at others. When he was young, he could also be considered a fresh meat, but he never gave up on honing his acting skills. Only by doing so can one's career in the entertainment industry remain flourishing, far surpassing those younger fresh meat in future generations.

Puff, when the king of Mengbanzha country appeared, Lin Lou couldn't help but laugh, isn't this Chen Xiaoer's father? Oh, Old Master Chen, you're not running a shop or driving a rickshaw, but being a king in Yunnan now?

This prompted Lin Lou to make a new discovery. Having experienced the information explosion era and seen numerous classics, these old movies with simple plots and rough scenes themselves seem to be meaningless. However, if you look at it from a different perspective and specifically look for familiar faces in the movies, the occasional discovery can bring a surprise.

This cinema is located near Dong'anmen, so after coming out, the two of them went to Dongxing Building next to it. This is a Shandong cuisine restaurant, established in the 28th year of Guangxu in the Qing Dynasty (1902), and was once acclaimed by peers as the "leading restaurant" among the "eight major" Shandong cuisine restaurants.

In the 1980s, in terms of enjoyment, most aspects were surpassed by the future, but only in the category of gourmet food was there a mixed victory. The future has a wider variety of cuisines, while the present excels in ingredients. Many ingredients that were once scarce can now be found in ordinary restaurants today, and there is no need to worry about quality issues.

"Sorry, we won't be open until the afternoon. If you'd like to have a meal, please come back in a couple of hours." Just as they had decided on what signature dish to order, they were stopped at the door.

Lin Lou sniffed and caught a whiff of the aroma of food. At the same time, she heard the sound of a spatula stirring in an iron pot. "Hey, aren't you cooking in there? Why aren't you hosting guests?"

"Old Beijingers all know that during the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, Dongxing Building thrived for a while. However, it declined after it was passed to the hands of the young shopkeeper. Coupled with the harm caused by the Japanese, it didn't survive until the victory of the War of Resistance Against Japan, and the store closed down."

"Until this year, our Beijing municipal government has been calling for the restoration of old brand names. Our catering company in Dongcheng District is preparing to re-hang the sign of Dongxing Building. However, it takes more than just hanging up a sign to run a large restaurant well. Simply hanging up the sign is not enough. When those old customers who have eaten at Dongxing Building come in and taste the food, if it doesn't taste right, the sign won't be able to stay up."

"So, the company hired the former head chef of Dongxing Building, Master Qu, to train the young chefs. It is necessary to recreate the original signature dishes of Dongxing Building with their authentic flavors. In the morning, Mr. Qu lectures on a dish, and in the afternoon, the students cook that dish. The restaurant then sells the dish that the students cooked. Right now, Mr. Qu is demonstrating, and the students have yet to start cooking." Perhaps, looking at Lin Lou's manner and temperament, this person didn't ask them to leave, but patiently explained instead.

Wow, the master is personally cooking, I have to taste it. Just hearing about it makes my mouth water. This chef must be top-notch, with skills that young people cannot compare to. Even if the restaurant is open when I come back, I may not be able to eat dishes personally made by the master. Since I have the chance now, I definitely have to try it.

"Are the dishes made by Mr. Naqu not for sale?" Linlou found that the aroma coming from the courtyard became even more delightful.

"Look at what you're saying. Learning how to cook isn't just about observing. You need to know the taste of the dishes, right? With so many students, if each took a bite, there wouldn't be any left. Then what would be left?" This statement does make sense.

"Oh, here's the thing. I recently have to entertain a few guests from Hong Kong. They are all from Shandong, and they hear about the deliciousness of Shandong cuisine from their elders every day. Unfortunately, they can't have the authentic taste in Hong Kong. I heard that our Dongxing Building was once the top among the Eight Great Shandong Cuisine Restaurants, so I want to invite them here to eat!" Lin Lou started boasting again.

Nowadays, people's hospitality towards visitors from Hong Kong and foreigners is absolutely unquestionable. Upon hearing that they are going to entertain a friend from Hong Kong, this person immediately becomes serious and says, "No problem at all. Once the date is set, just let me know in advance, and I will make sure everything is well arranged for you. It's a must to let the friend from Hong Kong taste the most authentic Shandong cuisine!"

"Um, but you just said that the Dongxing Building hasn't been open for almost forty years. I'm a bit worried about how much of the original craftsmanship is left. If it's really good, I'll invite Fan Qirui and Zhou Yalun over next time, and the boss will treat them to a meal. They wouldn't refuse, would they?" Lin pretended to hesitate, not afraid that the matter wouldn't be resolved.

Upon hearing what Lin Lou said, the person was not happy, "Our East Prosperity Building's sign has been up for nearly forty years, and yet Mr. Qu is still here. As long as he is around, the taste of our East Prosperity Building will remain!"

"I don't have any RMB on me, can I pay with foreign exchange or US dollars? Nowadays in China, there are many things that Hong Kong people can't achieve with their U.S. dollars, but dining at a restaurant is definitely not one of them."

So Linlou and Yubingbing were quickly welcomed into the courtyard, seated in a private room, and presented with a menu by a chef in his sixties. After inquiring about their preferences, the chef also recommended some dishes to them. "Today, Chef Qu is prepared to teach them a famous dish from Shandong cuisine, scallion-braised sea cucumber. Do you want to give it a try?".

"Also, there is the chicken with dates and chestnuts. Although it is an old dish, the preparation method is new, so you can try it as a new experience. You two can also order a vegetarian dish, and that will be almost enough with adding a soup."

"Alright, I'll do as you say. You are definitely an experienced person in the catering industry. I'll follow your advice for sure," Lin Lou responded cheerfully.

After a while, the dishes were served. The chef didn't leave immediately after serving the dishes, but instead introduced them, "This scallion-braised sea cucumber goes through a rigorous process from ingredient selection, cleaning, boiling, frying, and steaming. Each step requires attention to detail, the finished dish should have a shiny color and gloss, a strong scallion fragrance, and the sea cucumber should be soft and tender, with a fresh and savory taste. Without putting in the effort, one definitely cannot make this dish well."

"The date and chestnut chicken is made with free-range chicken leg meat, accompanied by Miyun dates and Huairou chestnuts. After washing the ingredients, they are seasoned and simmered until fully flavored, and then filled into chicken stomach made of tin foil, sealed tightly and served on the table. Ignite white wine to keep warm, and when eating, open the chicken belly to reveal its vibrant color and intense aroma, and enjoy the dish, which is perfectly warm."

Many people criticize Chinese food for being old-fashioned, but they don't realize that these famous chefs are keeping up with the times and incorporating new techniques into their cooking. Back in the 1980s, these master chefs were already using aluminum foil in their cooking!

The dishes were indeed authentic, so much so that Linlou temporarily ignored the girl opposite him and dug in, even Yu Bingbing was not angry and ate slowly and smilingly at him.

When Linglou looked up, she said, "The school newspaper praises you every day, portraying you as the tall and mighty protagonist in a movie. Now that I see you, I realize there's not much difference between you and us."

"Can't say that, right? I don't think my looks are any worse than Tang Guoqiang's," Linlou said seriously, causing Yubingbing to burst into laughter.

"Thank you, also please convey my thanks to Master Qu on my behalf. It was a satisfying meal today. In a few days, I will invite some friends from Hong Kong to taste Master Qu's craftsmanship. I guarantee they will be pleased." With full stomach and contentment, Lin Lou departed.

It's quite enjoyable to go out for a meal or two every weekend, especially now that the catering industry is gradually reopening and many well-established restaurants are reopening. At least in terms of dining, it's easy to satisfy oneself.

"Where are we going now? Find a place to have tea or continue wandering around? Where are we going for dinner tonight? Are there any old reputable brands that have recently opened?" Lin asked Bingbing.

After finishing the famous Beijing traditional restaurants, you can continue to visit the various regional branches in Beijing. The local cuisines there are definitely the most authentic, with ingredients brought in from the respective regions and renowned local chefs.

These places all represent the dignified presence of various regions in Beijing. After all these years since the founding of the country, there are always some top leaders from various regions who reside in Beijing. Occasionally, they want to enjoy dishes from their hometowns. If they are not prepared well, wouldn't it be embarrassing? Therefore, they must always be equipped with the best staff and ingredients.

"I'll take you to a nice place! You gave me a gift, and I haven't returned the favor yet. I'm sure you'll like the gift I have for you this time!" Yu Bingbing said as he led him to the bus station.

"Where?"

"Keep it confidential for now, it wouldn't be fun if I revealed it in advance!"

Transferred twice and stopped near the glass factory, got off and walked for a while, then stopped in front of the antique shop. Yu Bingbing stepped forward and asked, "Is Uncle Ji here? I agreed with him yesterday to come and pick up some things!"

The salesperson had originally intended to intercept her, but nowadays, ordinary people cannot enter the antique shop. It is often only open to foreigners and officials of a certain level. However, upon hearing this, it became clear that she must be someone from a prominent family.

"I'm here, I'm here. Let me take you in!" Inside, through the shops and directly into the backyard, pointing to the office in front, saying, "Mr. Ji is inside, you can just go in."

After entering, I saw an old man with gray hair and glasses bowing his head and studying a picture album. When he saw Bingbing come in, he started babbling, "I tell you Bingbing, it's a bit of a waste to give this to you. You don't understand these things. How about I give you some calligraphy or paintings instead?"

"It's okay if I don't understand! As long as he understands, Uncle Ji, I was planning to give this thing as a gift. Xiaolin is an expert in this area!" Yu Bingbing said with a smile.

"Him?" Mr. Ji pushed his glasses up and looked at Linlou with suspicion. It's hard to believe he's an expert, considering his age.

"Don't underestimate Mr. Lin. He is a top student in the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University. He just won a major award overseas. This gift is most suitable for him."

"The students at Tsinghua study modern architecture, but the paintings in this style magazine are all of ancient architecture. That's not the same thing!" Old Ji still couldn't bear to part with it.

Huh? A stylish and cool catalogue? This is really great! Linlou looked gratefully at Yubingbing, this gift is just to his liking.

Style Lei is not a person, but a family of architectural designers who have been in charge of royal architectural design for over 200 years during the Qing Dynasty. From the first generation Lei Fada, a multitude of excellent classical architectural designers such as Lei Jinyu, Lei Jiaxi, Lei Jiawei, Lei Jiarui, Lei Siqi, Lei Tingchang were born.

Through eight generations of wisdom and hard work, numerous great ancient architectural works have been left behind, leaving behind a precious wealth for China and even the world.

"Style Lei" has created a large number of works, including the Forbidden City, Beihai Park, Zhonghai, Nanhai, Yuanmingyuan, Wanchun Garden, Changchun Garden, Summer Palace, Jingshan Park, Temple of Heaven, Eastern Qing Tombs, and Western Qing Tombs.

There are palaces, gardens, altars, mausoleums, as well as a large number of government offices, royal mansions, private residences, imperial roads, river embankments, as well as colorful paintings, porcelain, enamel, and cloisonne.

In addition, there are also famous royal buildings such as Chengde Mountain Resort and the imperial palace in Hangzhou, which account for one-fifth of China's World Heritage architectural design and are all created by the Lei family.

If judged from this point, there is no other architectural family in the world that can compare with the style of the Leis. Even if the scope is extended to architectural schools, there is no school that can compare with this family in the short term.

The album left by the Lei Family is not only precious but also very suitable for an architect like Lin Lou. To think of giving such a gift to Lin Lou, Yu Bingbing must have put a lot of thought into it.

"The Xiangshan Hotel is a modern architectural work that integrates the essence of ancient buildings. Lin, a student, is one of the designers of this project. Without in-depth research on ancient architecture, how could he have designed such a work? This album in your hands, at most, will only lead to writing a few research articles and presenting them to Lin. Perhaps this will lead to the creation of several more excellent works like the Xiangshan Hotel."

"Oh, so you're Lin Lou. I also went to see the Xiangshan Hotel specifically! Your work is quite different from Yang Shilei's, but it truly captures the essence of traditional Chinese architecture. Here, take this. I can rest assured now," Mr. Ji suddenly realized.

Then Mr. Lin introduced the origin of this picture album. "During the Republic of China era, the descendants of Style Lei sold most of the pictures and documents to the Beiping Library for 4500 silver dollars. It is said that the drawings and patterns filled 10 trucks, but they still kept some of the documents. After the liberation, they brought a flat three-wheeled cart of patterns to the city, and the city leaders treated them to a meal of braised meat and pancakes and issued a receipt." It seems that the tradition of presenting a congratulatory banner started from this time.

"There are also some scattered in the folk. I happened to come across a few and bought them. I've been unwilling to show them to anyone. I don't know how the little girl found out. Today, I can't keep it a secret anymore! But it's not too bad to give it to you!" From the sound of it, if it were someone else, the old man definitely wouldn't have taken action.

"Is this the complete map of the waterway at the Summer Palace?" Lin Lou took it and flipped through it, and was instantly shocked. This thing will be given to the National Library in the future and, together with other archives, it has successfully applied to become the fifth world memory heritage project in China, alongside "Compendium of Materia Medica," "Huangdi Neijing," "Secret Records of the Qing Dynasty's Cabinet," and others. And now it's actually in his possession!"
Chapter 377 Starting from Cement

"The Yuanmingyuan was first built in the 46th year of the Kangxi reign and was initially a garden bestowed by the Kangxi Emperor to his fourth son, Yinzhen, whose monastic title was Yuanming. Hence, it was named the Yuanmingyuan (the Garden of Perfect Brightness). The Yuanmingyuan, along with its two attached gardens, Changchunyuan and Qichunyuan, was also collectively referred to as the Three Gardens of Yuanmingyuan. The second-generation stylist, Lei Jin, was responsible for designing the nanmu-style furniture for the Yuanmingyuan. Lei Jin single-handedly managed the entire Yuanmingyuan project from design drawings to construction." Mr. Ji explained.

"The style of the Lei family has dominated the construction of the Qing Dynasty palace gardens, starting with Lei Jinyu; later, the fourth generation of the Lei family, Lei Jiaxi, was responsible for the design and construction of the scenic pavilions from the Old Summer Palace to the Imperial Palace, as well as the design and implementation of the colored lanterns and fireworks in the palace, and the construction of the Qichun Garden in the Yuanmingyuan and the renovation of the theater in Tongle Garden and the addition of the Hengjing Tang theater, and the renovation of the Ruyuan Garden in the Changchun Garden during the Jiaqing period."

"Lei Jingxiu, the fifth-generation stylist, began studying and mastering ancestral techniques with the Lei family's seal in the Yuanmingyuan style house when he was sixteen years old. In the tenth year of the Xianfeng reign, the Anglo-French allied forces burned down the Three Hills and Five Gardens in the western suburbs, causing the work in the style house to cease. Aside from participating in the construction of the Qingxi Ling, Mudong Ling, and Yuanmingyuan, Lei Jingxiu also assembled the Lei-style pattern files that filled three rooms. The preservation of the Lei-style pattern files to this day is greatly attributed to Lei Jingxiu's contributions."

In the thirteenth year of the Tongzhi reign, during the reconstruction of the Yuanmingyuan, the sixth-generation style of Lei Lei was summoned by the emperor five times along with his son Lei Tingchang due to the submission of the designed garden engineering drawings.

"The eighth generation of the Le family, including Le Xiancai, Le Xianguang, Le Xianrui, Le Xianchun, and Le Xianhua, also participated in the restoration work of the Old Summer Palace. It can be said that the transformation of the Old Summer Palace over the years has an inseparable relationship with the Le family, and it is not surprising that they have preserved the original drawings."

"So, if all these picture albums are collected, then when the country has enough money in the future, the Old Summer Palace could be rebuilt according to these picture albums?" Yu Bingbing asked.

Mr. Ji has not responded yet, but Mr. Lin shook his head and said, "In theory, that's the case, but based on the actual situation, preserving the ruins of the Old Summer Palace is more meaningful than rebuilding it."

There has been much controversy about whether the Old Summer Palace should be rebuilt. The debate has been ongoing since the 1970s and continues to the present day, even during the time when Lin Lou crossed over. The proponents and opponents of reconstruction have yet to reach a consensus.

The Ruins School believes that the process from the intact state of the Old Summer Palace to its current ruins status has witnessed many events in the development of modern Chinese history. Internationally, cultural relics that carry such negative information are referred to as "difficult heritage." This negative information is considered one of the values of cultural relics, which has academic significance for studying social development and changes, and warning significance for the country and culture it belongs to. Reconstructing it to its heyday appearance would be the destruction of such value.

Opposing opinions believe that it is a demonstration of civilization brilliance and a place for people to enjoy and appreciate. These are no longer exclusive to the feudal monarchs, but belong to the people and all humanity. After the reconstruction, the Old Summer Palace will be a public park for the people.

The State Administration of Cultural Heritage finally made a final decision and released a notice stating that the Yuanmingyuan site is not only an important representative of the royal gardens of the Qing Dynasty, but also a historical witness to the aggression and colonization of modern China. The ruins of the site serve as a reminder for future generations not to forget national humiliation and to keep the alarm bell ringing. The reconstruction of Yuanmingyuan lacks necessary archaeological and historical documentary evidence, and will change the historical status of the site being destroyed by foreign powers. Therefore, the necessity and feasibility of reconstruction should be carefully studied.

Lin Lou also feels the same way. Although the past of the Old Summer Palace was glorious, it also symbolizes a century of humiliation in China. While rebuilding on the original site can revive the ruins such as the Grand Waterway, it also loses a site of significant educational significance.

As for the parks, the Old Summer Palace was originally intended for the exclusive use of a few privileged Manchu Qing aristocrats. It's hard to say whether faithfully reconstructing it is truly suitable for large-scale public visits from an architectural perspective.

Moreover, after many years of development, modern park design concepts and styles have undergone earth-shaking changes. Just providing a place for the masses to relax and have fun, it is not a good choice to simply rebuild Yuanmingyuan Park as it was.

The country does not support the restoration of the Old Summer Palace, but some other institutions have actually started work. The Hengdian Group in Dongyang, Zhejiang, has restored 95% of the buildings of the Beijing Old Summer Palace in a one-to-one ratio within its film and television city, and has built the Dongyang Yuanming New Garden. The scenic area covers an area of 6200 acres, with a construction fund of up to 30 billion yuan, completed in 2016. 80 billion yuan was used for its own construction, and the remaining 220 billion yuan was used to purchase garden furnishings.

Xu Wenrong, the head of Hengdian Group, once stated to the media, "I am a farmer, and I hope to boost the morale of the Chinese people and showcase the national prowess by constructing the Yuanming New Garden. What's wrong with that? Building the Yuanming New Garden is the greatest cultural dream of my life."

There is some skepticism about this proposal for rebuilding the Old Summer Palace. If China has not completely rid itself of the shame of the past century, then rebuilding the Old Summer Palace will only serve to cover up the shame. However, if someday in the future, China can proudly declare that the past shame has been completely eradicated, and China has returned to the position it should have held for the majority of its thousands of years of history, then it will no longer matter whether the Old Summer Palace is rebuilt or not.

In addition to Dongyang in Zhejiang, there is also a scenic area called Yuanming New Garden in Xiangzhou District, Zhuhai City, covering an area of 1.39 square kilometers. It was built according to the original draft of the Yuanmingyuan in Beijing, and 18 of the 40 scenic spots in the Yuanmingyuan were selected in a one-to-one ratio. It was completed and opened in February 1997.

However, neither of these two Yueming Xinyuan parks have brought about good economic or social benefits. After they were built, there have been few visitors, and it is unknown when the substantial investment will be recouped.

With the advancement of digital technology, there is a new plan to reconstruct the Old Summer Palace. With the help of digital animation technology, it is not difficult to reproduce the former grandeur of the Old Summer Palace. Visitors can virtually explore the "Garden of Gardens" through means such as VR or AR, and even recreate the past battles.

When the visual game ends, history is reprojected into reality, and the contrast brought by the desolation of the ruins may be more shocking and valuable than the reconstructed beautiful world; Linlou also feels that perhaps this is the best choice.

"Xiao Lin makes a good point. Are the Italians incapable of rebuilding the ancient Colosseum in Rome? I don't think so. But those ruins with rich historical significance are the best evidence of ancient Roman history, just like the Old Summer Palace!" Mr. Ji expressed his support for Lin Lou's view.

"Rebuilding the Old Summer Palace on its original site will not only be costly and laborious, but it will also destroy the historical value of its ruins! Even if it's just in ruins, it should be well protected. It's not right that anyone can go in and the stones inside are often used as accompanying instruments. It's really unacceptable!" Mr. Ji expressed his distress when talking about this.

The calamity suffered by the Old Summer Palace was not only the arson by the Anglo-French allied forces. When the Eight-Nation Alliance invaded China, local thugs took advantage of the chaos to loot, no longer satisfied with just robbing the wealth left by the foreigners. They dismantled the scattered buildings, pillars, and stakes of the Palace, and cut down the trees indiscriminately.

At that time, there were mountains of wood piled up in Qinghe Town, and business was booming. The gardens were full of charcoal kilns, and branches and roots were all turned into charcoal, causing the complete destruction of the buildings and ancient trees in the Old Summer Palace. This incident is referred to as the "Wood Plunder."

After the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the relics of the Old Summer Palace were constantly plundered by bureaucrats, warlords, and unscrupulous merchants. During the early years of the Republic of China, the warlords, who changed like a revolving lantern, used the Old Summer Palace as an endless source of building materials.

The ruins of the Old Summer Palace, everything that could be used as building materials, such as floor tiles, roof tiles, bricks, stone slabs on the ground, as well as wooden nails, wooden stakes, copper pipes underground, were all thoroughly searched and taken away. This process took more than 20 years, and later generations referred to it as the "stone calamity" after the fire disaster at the Old Summer Palace.

The Old Summer Palace has experienced the calamities of fire, looting, and destruction. Its buildings, forests, and bricks have all been razed to the ground. During the Japanese occupation after 1940, there was a shortage of food in Beijing, so residents were rewarded for reclaiming land. Since then, farmers have successively entered the garden to fill the hills and lakes, cultivate fields, and plant rice. This stunning landscape, which had been meticulously managed for more than 150 years during the Qing Dynasty, has now been completely transformed.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, efforts were made to protect the site of the Old Summer Palace, which put an end to the large-scale destruction of the ruins. Gradually, the ruins of the Old Summer Palace were sorted out and an exhibition hall was built for elementary and middle school students to visit and learn from.

Due to various reasons such as funding, we have not been able to completely prevent the damage to the ruins of the Old Summer Palace by the general public. There are still a few people going in and taking stones, bricks, and tiles to use for building houses.

"In this regard, the upcoming 'Beijing Urban Master Plan' mentions the future designation of the Old Summer Palace as a heritage park. The government will allocate special funds to first repair the 2300-meter-long tiger-skin stone enclosure wall on the northeast, north, and south sides of the Changchun Garden, and then collaborate with local residents to restore and develop the Old Summer Palace heritage park."

Lin Lou comforted, "These have also been discussed in the meeting, and everyone has no major objections. It is unanimously supported to protect the ruins of the Old Summer Palace."

"In the future, when the economic situation improves, archaeological excavations and site restoration work will gradually be carried out. The restored ruins of the Old Summer Palace have attracted a large number of tourists, and the number of visitors is completely different from the two newly restored Yuanmingyuan New Park, which shows that rebuilding Yuanmingyuan is not a good choice."

"That's good, that's good!" Upon hearing this, Mr. Ji finally felt relieved, but he was still reluctant to hand over the album of the Yuanmingyuan's architectural designs to Lin Building. "Although the Yuanmingyuan doesn't need to be rebuilt, these albums are still very valuable, especially for the study of ancient Chinese garden palace styles and the history of the Yuanmingyuan. Handing them over to private collectors might be..."

"Studying ancient Chinese gardens and palaces is also our primary work in the architecture department of Tsinghua. Isn't it perfect for you to give me this book? I also plan to take photos of it first when I take it back, so in the future, everyone can just look at the photocopies for research. I originally planned to keep it in good condition and donate it to the National Library when the time is right, along with other similar style books."

This kind of cultural relic, compared to calligraphy and painting, doesn't have much use when kept in private hands other than for showing off. It's better to hand it over to official institutions for safekeeping. Lin Lou understands this. Just because he likes to collect cultural relics doesn't mean that he wants to keep everything for himself. It's better to send them where they belong.

Even his own collection, he was not planning to leave them gathering dust in the warehouse forever. When conditions permit in the future, he will acquire a piece of land and build a museum. This will not be a facade of a museum, established through government connections, but a genuine place for the ordinary people to visit and learn.

"You really have expertise in researching ancient architecture!" Mr. Ji thought of the Fragrant Hill Hotel and reluctantly pushed the booklet over, "Since that's the case, keep this booklet for now. I hope you can take good care of it. If you can find new inspiration from it and design more buildings similar to the Fragrant Hill Hotel, it would be even better."

"You can rest assured, I will definitely do it." Linlou carefully put away the booklet. "By the way, do you know where I can find such things? It doesn't have to be limited to Lei-style designs, any of them related to ancient architecture will do! I would like to see more."

"This is indeed available, we have quite a few in our store. Whenever you want to take a look, you can come find me. But it might not be easy to take away, these things are quite valuable and not cheap!" Mr. Ji has a clear understanding of the inventory of this antique store.

"Well, as for the money, I'm not really short on it. It would be even better if I could bring back more of them." With the current prices of tens or hundreds of dollars for each antique, Linlou estimated that it would be no problem to empty this shop.

"Would it be okay if I bring some cash over tomorrow and take away as much as possible? If it's not enough, I'll come back next time. If there's anything extra, you can keep it for now. If you see anything suitable, help me pick it out." Lin Lou estimated that at this rate, he could open a dedicated ancient architectural museum in the future.

In addition, with your collection of calligraphy and paintings, furniture, as well as Western modern art pieces, you could either build a few more houses, or directly build a large one and divide it into several branch museums. This seems like a good idea as well.

"Your extravagant spending, doesn't your family reprimand you?" Old Mr. Ji is well-versed in the ways of the world, but he has never experienced a situation like Linlou's grand plan to use a big truck for transportation.

"Xiao Lin's money is all earned by himself. He has already started designing and building architecture in Paris," Yu Bingbing looked at Linlou with pride in her eyes. Such a man is worthy of admiration.

Well, Mr. Ji didn't say anything this time. Since the other party has money and understands this, it would be much better to sell those things to him than to others. So he agreed, "Ok, tomorrow morning I will help you find them. You come in the afternoon."

Mr. Ji was invited to dinner in the evening, then the two returned to the courtyard. Mr. Lin immediately began taking photos and making photocopies, which delighted Mr. Li. Although Mr. Li had knowledge of various garden styles both in China and abroad, his favorite was still the classical Chinese garden. Seeing the stunning design in the catalog, how could he not be excited?

Meanwhile, Zhou Yalun and Xu Jiaping were hosting a dinner at a restaurant for several executives from the Tsinghua University's Institute of Building Materials. Nowadays, various research institutions in China are lacking in funds, so they were thrilled to hear that someone was willing to sponsor them.

Forget all the delicious dishes on the table, he kept insisting, "Ms. Zhou, the strength of our Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute is definitely at the forefront in the mainland. Whatever task you entrust us with, as long as the payment is in place, we can definitely deliver results for you."

Even though they all know that scientific research is not easy, there have been countless times when a lot of money was spent without getting the desired results. But in order to obtain funding, they don't care about these things. They'll deal with the problems in the future. The most important thing is to get the money first.

If we don't get the money soon, the research institute will soon stop working. Do we rarely all go back to the office to sit, drink tea, and read newspapers? It has been delayed for more than ten years. If we don't hurry up to produce some results, we will have wasted this lifetime in vain.

"The strength of Tsinghua University is definitely reliable, but this cooperation is a bit different from what you are used to. In principle, our company is very willing to cooperate with your organization, but there are some things that need to be clarified in advance. When the cooperation is confirmed, we will sign a contract, and once a dispute arises, we will handle it according to the contract," Zhou Yalun reminded.

"Please go on, please go on." This way of speaking is still relatively unfamiliar to researchers in China.

"The practice of enterprise investing in research institutions is common in the United States. Let me first introduce the common practice in the United States! The enterprise is responsible for providing funding, while the research institution is responsible for producing results. The enterprise then obtains the patent, and the research institution has the right to write and publish articles, provided that they do not disclose key patent details. Without the enterprise's permission, the research institution cannot disclose the confidential information to a third party."

"Ms. Zhou, there are currently no specific patent laws in the mainland, and we are also under the jurisdiction of the higher authorities. If the higher authorities require us to share patents with other companies, we have no way to refuse!" Researcher Huang Aiguo said helplessly, "It's a bit difficult to take this money."

"As far as I know, the relevant authorities on the mainland have already begun drafting the Patent Law, and it is believed that it will be issued soon. However, considering the specific situation on the mainland, there is room for negotiation in this regard. What we are more concerned about is international patents, and we will invest significant funds in registering patents globally in the future."

In this regard, Linlou had long advised that it is not currently feasible to obtain a patent law domestically in China, so the focus should be on overseas first. Other companies can produce and sell domestically with no issues, but it is definitely not possible to sell overseas or transfer technology to foreign-funded enterprises.

"We need to go back and report to the higher authorities," said Huang Aiguo, unable to make a decision.

"It's okay, this is just an initial communication. As long as you have the intention to cooperate, I will also approach your superior to discuss." Zhou Yalun has become familiar with the working methods of domestic institutions during this time.

"So, what is your first task, and how much research funding will you allocate?" It would be great if we could get a few tens of thousands for it.

"The first project we plan to start with is cement."

Thank you for the reward from the book friend 20171217135953921 and thank you for the reward from Lonely Porcupine.
Chapter 378 Special Cement

The history of cement production in China has been more than 70 years. In 1906, Zhou Xuexi, the general manager of Kaiping Mining Bureau, founded the Qixin Portland Cement Co., Ltd.

The plant uses local Beidachengshan limestone and Tangfang black clay as raw materials, and has purchased two rotary kilns from the Danish company Smith, using dry methods to produce Longma Futaichi map brand (commonly known as horse brand) cement, with an annual output of about 250,000 barrels (about 42,500 tons).

The construction and production of Qixin Cement Company mark the birth of China's cement industry and the beginning of a century-long history of China's cement industry. Therefore, Qixin Cement Company is also known as the "cradle of China's cement industry."

In 1907, Cheng Zufu, the general manager of Shanghai Tsinghua Industrial Company, established the Daye Hubei Cement Factory with a capital of 300,000 taels of silver, according to the invitation of Zhang Zhidong, the governor of Hubei and Hunan at that time. Due to the high quality of the "Baota" brand cement produced, it successively won the first-class gold and silver medals of the Nanyang Industrial Promotion Society, as well as the first prize at the Panama Pacific International Exposition in the United States.

In 1921, the first wet-process cement plant in China, Zhongguo Cement Factory, began construction and was completed in 1923 using German wet-process technology.

In 1939, Kunming Cement Plant started the construction of a rotary kiln production line using domestic equipment, marking the first milestone in the development of cement production technology in China.

Between the First World War and the outbreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan, there were a total of 16 cement enterprises in our country, with an annual production capacity of 2.451 million tons. Most of these enterprises had purchased relatively advanced technological equipment at the time, such as wet process rotary kilns. China had its own technical personnel and cement experts in production technology, and Chinese cement had already gained a certain degree of competitiveness in the international market.

After the outbreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan, Chinese cement enterprises suffered huge destruction. By 1949, there were only 14 cement plants nationwide, with an annual production capacity of less than 3 million tons, and the actual annual output was only 660,000 tons.

After the establishment of New China, a series of tasks were carried out, including taking over bureaucratic capitalist enterprises, repairing equipment damaged by war, and organizing the resumption of production. In total, 18 large and medium-sized cement plants across the country resumed production successively, and the cement production reached 2.86 million tons in 1952.

In 1953, in order to meet the needs of economic development and to complement the implementation of the "First Five-Year Plan", the country began to invest in large-scale introduction of complete sets of cement equipment from East Germany, Romania, Czechoslovakia, and other Eastern European countries to build new factories. During this period, ten factories including Datong and Yongdeng were successively built, and the cement industry developed rapidly.

After a period of development, the domestic industry is no longer satisfied with importing foreign equipment and has begun to conduct independent research and production processes. In 1958, the first cement plant using domestically-produced kilns, Xiangxiang Cement Plant, began construction. The plant used the first Huanxin kiln which was designed and manufactured domestically.

"The Hua-type kiln" and the "Xiaotun-type kiln" were identified as the leading kiln types for the development of dry and wet cement production in China at that time, marking the second milestone in the technological advancement of cement production in China.

Then it began to export cement production equipment to foreign countries, and helped countries such as Cambodia, Albania, and Rwanda to build a number of small cement plants in the form of "economic aid".

So far, the domestic cement industry has made great progress. However, due to the development stage, there is still a considerable gap compared to foreign countries. Therefore, after the reform and opening up, a batch of production equipment from Japan was introduced.

At the same time, in terms of the types of cement, ordinary cement still predominates. Special cement with higher profit margins, high-grade cement, and other types of cement cannot keep up with the quality and production demand of the times.

The current main construction materials are reinforced concrete. In China, there are many domestic steel companies and even specialized steel institutes. If Linlou wants to cooperate, it would be more appropriate to approach Beijing Iron and Steel Institute. Therefore, cement is chosen as the first project.

The domestic demand for special cement is increasing day by day. If we can solve this problem earlier, it will not only save a large amount of valuable foreign exchange for the country, but also bring substantial economic profits to ourselves. In the future, when we want to design high-quality architectural works in the country, there will be no need to think about purchasing cement from abroad.

"Cement? There are too many types of cement. I don't know which direction you want to focus on? In fact, our research institute has now opened several research topics related to cement. Why don't you take a look at the topics we have on hand first? If there is a suitable one, that would be great!" Huang Aiguo was moved. If it happens to be a topic that I lead, that would be perfect!

"Yes, we are currently researching the newly imported Japanese cement in the country. Once we make a breakthrough, it will help the country save a lot of foreign exchange. And now there has been some progress. We lack nothing else, except for funding! If you don't believe it, we can go to the research institute tomorrow to take a look."

"Going is definitely necessary. After all, before we can cooperate, we need to conduct a comprehensive assessment of the strength of your company, including aspects such as talent and equipment. However, the project you mentioned is not necessary. The formulas and production processes for these cements must have already been patented. Even if we manage to break through, we won't be able to gain much profit." Zhou Yalun has also done his homework.

“Why do you value patents so much? Our country is facing a shortage of foreign exchange, and we have to spend a lot of money to buy equipment from the Japanese because this technology has not been broken through, right? Now that we have finally seen hope, why not continue?” Huang Aiguo still hasn't turned the corner, or maybe most of the research institutions currently lack market awareness.

"I'm sorry, Mr. Huang, I do have some understanding of the situation you mentioned, but as a commercial company, we naturally prioritize our interests," Zhou Yalun said. Xu Jiaping felt a bit nervous when he said this, but thinking that he was dealing with someone from Hong Kong, he felt relieved, because aren't all people from Hong Kong like this?

"The project you mentioned is unlikely to bring economic benefits to our company, so we will definitely not invest money in it!" The Japanese place great importance on patents and it is unlikely to leave them blank.

Of course, they can also develop production processes different from Japanese technology, but the profits from the projects arranged for Zhou Yalun by Linlou are much higher, so let other research institutions do these tasks!

"And to be honest, cement, as a very important industrial product in modern society, has many research institutions specializing in cement research across the country; such as the Institute of Silicate Chemistry and Engineering of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Shanghai, the Cement Research and Design Institute in Hefei, and so on. The gap between your organization and theirs is quite large!"

Cement is a major project, and there are many professional organizations across the country specialized in this field. In comparison with Tsinghua University's Institute of Building Materials, they are far less in terms of human and material resources.

For these research institutions, cement is the foundation, but for the Tsinghua University Institute of Building Materials Research, cement is just one branch. However, this is also an important reason why Lin is allowing Zhou Yalun to collaborate with the Tsinghua University Institute of Building Materials Research. These large research institutions are strong and highly valued, so the need to collaborate with external organizations is not so urgent.

"If we were given so much funding and such good equipment, we definitely wouldn't be inferior to them!" Huang Aiguo mumbled, but his head had already drooped down. As Zhou Yalun said, they really couldn't compare to these research institutions at the moment.

"Furthermore, research on ordinary cement has reached a bottleneck, making it quite difficult to achieve results in this field. However, the prospects for special cement are very broad. Our company aims to collaborate with your unit in the development of a new type of special cement. The competition in this field is not as fierce as in traditional cement, and there are many research gaps, making it easier to make breakthroughs," Zhou Yalun continued as instructed by Lin Lou.

"The scope of special cement is broader, but it's not easy to make breakthroughs. Mrs. Zhou, don't underestimate scientific research. It doesn't tolerate the slightest disregard," Huang Aiguo snorted. "You may be richer than me, but as a business student, you want to discuss special cement with me?"

What does it matter if you graduated from an American university? If you don't understand, you don't understand. I refuse to believe that an American business school would teach people how to make cement.

"I didn't underestimate scientific research. After all, our initial budget was $100,000. I have to be responsible for the company's investment! $100,000 is enough? If it were in the research institutions in the United States, this amount would only be enough to cover the annual salaries of two or three researchers, not to mention the cost of consumables, let alone equipment!"

"100,000 dollars! Are you kidding me?" Huang Aiguo immediately sat up straight, If you give me 100,000 dollars right away, I'll listen to whatever you say. Don't just say you are from the business school, even if you say you are a primary school student, I'll acknowledge it!

"Haha, $100,000 is not worth my joking! And this is just the first deal. If the cooperation goes well, we will expand the scope of cooperation and try to collaborate in areas beyond cement, such as alloys and resin materials. By then, the investment will have to be reconsidered in terms of millions of dollars!"

At that time, Outek company must have been listed. Linlou would have no trouble raising the money, maybe he could design a project for someone outside to raise enough funds for a research project.

"You said you plan to do research on that kind of cement!" Now Huang Aiguo is very obedient. This is $100,000. If I could get it, I could buy some advanced equipment, get some imported materials, and stir it up for a while. Maybe I could become an authority in this field in China. It's probably not easy for those professional cement research institutes to come up with $100,000, right?

"Nowadays, with the increasingly strengthened economic exchanges with foreign countries, the shipping industry is developing rapidly in mainland China. Various ports are also beginning to enhance their infrastructure construction, and the construction of these facilities requires cement with sea water corrosion resistance."

"China has a vast territory with significant temperature differences between the north and the south. In some cold regions such as the northeast and northwest, construction often needs to be carried out under sub-zero conditions, requiring the use of cement with excellent frost resistance for these projects."

"With the acceleration of infrastructure construction on the mainland, the construction of houses and buildings is moving towards modern technologies such as factory production and on-site modular assembly. According to this construction method, a variety of building components and concrete products need to be produced in the factory to improve production efficiency and reduce costs, requiring reasonably priced quick-hardening high-strength cement."

"After the establishment of the People's Republic of China for more than thirty years, there has been a huge accumulation of projects, and the number of projects that need repairing has been increasing day by day. Especially for the urgent repair of transportation engineering facilities such as highways, railways, airports, and seaports, not only is the workload huge, but the time is also pressing, and the cement used must have rapid hardening and expansive properties."

"With the development of the economy, the industry of environmental beautification projects is gradually rising. The market prospects for artistic products such as architectural reliefs, artificial sculptures, commemorative models are promising, and beautification projects require cement materials with excellent plasticity."

Huang Aiguo listened to the changing situation, and a look of embarrassment appeared on his face. "You just proposed research directions for five special types of cement. One hundred thousand dollars is not enough to explore all five directions at once. It would be good if we can manage three!"

"Mr. Huang, I think you have misunderstood. The five requirements I mentioned refer to the properties that the same special type of cement should possess, not five different types. Zhou Yalun started to feel anxious, as achieving any one of these five properties would lead to a very promising market prospect. Is it possible to achieve all five properties?"

"Ms. Zhou, are you joking with me?" Huang Aiguo laughed, but seeing the sumptuous dishes and Maotai liquor in front of him, he felt uncertain again. With his status, it seemed unworthy for others to spend such a huge cost just to joke with him.

So he said sternly, "The performance you mentioned is indeed the current focus of research, but it's not very likely for a type of cement to have so many different properties. If you want to achieve this with a budget of $100,000, I'm afraid we can't do it."

"Lao Huang, can't we make it happen through our own efforts? The research hasn't even started yet, why are you saying it's not possible?" Upon hearing this, his colleague who accompanied him became anxious and said, "Regardless of whether it's possible or not, you should first agree to get the hundred thousand US dollars in hand before deciding."

"Mr. Huang, we also understand that scientific research requires a lot of money, so as I mentioned earlier, this $100,000 is just the first installment. If your research progresses, we will consider additional funding. As for your skepticism, it may not be accurate. I have received some information that clearly outlines the direction of the research." Zhou Yalun took out a few pages of paper that Lin Lou had given her.

"A small research institution overseas has made a series of new discoveries in theoretical research. They have discovered two effective phase compositions in the study of material phases: C4A3`S+C2S and C4A3`S+C2S+C6AF2."

"Valuable theories have been discovered in the study of forming kinetics: the inert C2AS can react with CaSO4 to generate active C4A3`S and C2S; C6AF2 is formed by continuous solid solution of C2F with Al2O3 and Fe2O3, and is one of the series of C2F-C6A2F solid solutions. These theories confirm that the direction I just mentioned is indeed possible to achieve."

I'm so tired. Reading these chemical equations is giving me a headache. I graduated from business school, why am I dealing with this? Sigh, it's all because he gave me too much.

Huang Aiguo stretched his neck, eager to see the contents on the paper. To him, the things on the paper were more tempting than the delicious food and wine on the table, but Zhou Yalun did not show any intention of handing it to him.

He furrowed his brows and pondered for a while before asking, "However, under normal circumstances, C4A3`S and C3S cannot coexist. How should we solve this problem?"

"The solution is also available here, but it still belongs to our company's confidential information. If you want to see it, you will have to wait until we sign the agreement and officially establish the cooperation," Zhou Yalun said as she collected the materials. In fact, she could have explained more, but it seemed that Huang Aiguo didn't need it anymore.

"Alright, today is just a meeting to get to know each other. Let's stop here for today's business! Come on, everyone, start eating quickly, it will get cold if you don't eat!" Xu Jiaping had been silent, but now it was time for him to play his part, urging everyone to eat and drink.

However, several researchers are preoccupied with the information revealed by Zhou Yalun just now. They have no appetite to eat and want to continue questioning, but Zhou Yalun refused to reveal anything else, only saying that after signing the agreement, all this information will be made public to them.

On Monday, as soon as Huang Aiguo got to work, he quickly found the director Ling Zhiyuan and reported the matter. When Ling Zhiyuan heard that there were $100,000 involved, he immediately got excited and said, "Where is Ms. Zhou? I'll visit her right away!"

"Oops, I forgot to ask." Luckily, Huang Aiguo hadn't left yet, so he quickly added, "But she said she's coming to visit our office this afternoon!"

"Why are you still standing here? Hurry up and get ready!" With that, everyone at the research institute immediately got busy. Ling Zhiyuan took out the plan to deal with the inspection of the senior leaders, and everyone got into action, with some cleaning up, some arranging the venue, and even arranging for someone to urgently make a banner.

So when Zhou Yalun arrived in the afternoon and got out of the car, she saw a banner hanging over the entrance of the research institute that read, "Warmly welcome Ms. Zhou, a friend from Hong Kong, to guide our work."

The institute director, along with several of the main responsible personnel of the institute, welcomed her at the door according to their seniority and warmly led her inside. After sitting down and resting for a while, they started to show Zhou Yalun around the research institute. "Our institute is equipped with complete equipment for the preparation and performance testing of cement and concrete materials, and can conduct research and testing on the performance of various common construction materials and special engineering materials such as sand, cement, concrete, chemical admixtures, steel bars, and waterproof materials..."

"In history, we have completed numerous national key tasks and have been commended and rewarded by our superiors...you see, this is a photo from when our researchers participated in the industry's commendation conference..."

"You see, the equipment in our research lab is relatively comprehensive compared to domestic standards... Of course, there is still a certain gap compared to foreign labs, which is exactly why we need help from patriotic individuals like you."

"In my opinion, your institute has a well-established research environment and a large number of outstanding researchers, but lacks research funding and is not sufficiently aware of the latest international research progress. Meanwhile, our company happens to have certain resources in these two areas, so if we collaborate, it can be a win-win situation for both parties," commented Zhou Yalun.

"Win-win? This term is good, this term is good," Ling Zhiyuan nodded repeatedly, happy to receive funding, he was willing to agree to anything.

After the visit, both sides proceeded to the meeting room for a formal discussion on the details. Just as Mr. Lin had mentioned earlier, research institutions in the country indeed tend to overlook the issue of patents and do not have the funds to register patents abroad. Therefore, they quickly reached a cooperation agreement.
Chapter 379 That's Really Possible

"Ms. Zhou, what you said, I don't think there's any problem, but according to the regulations, I still need to report to the higher authorities! The Institute of Building Materials Research is not a classified research unit, so it's okay to cooperate with Xiangjiang Enterprises, but rest assured, the higher authorities will definitely not refuse your patriotic intentions."

"I will wait for your good news. After I return, I will arrange for a lawyer to formally draft the contract. The general terms will be those we just discussed. After the draft is complete, I will need you to review it, make any necessary adjustments, and finally, we can form terms that are acceptable to both parties." Zhou Yalun stood up, shook hands with Ling Zhiyuan, and then prepared to leave.

"Ms. Zhou, you've come all this way, you must at least have a meal! Otherwise, I would feel bad." Ling Zhiyuan warmly insisted on her staying for a meal.

Since they entered, Huang Aiguo waited anxiously downstairs. When he saw Zhou Yalun coming out, he hurriedly went up to greet her, "Ms. Zhou, Director Ling, can our families cooperate? Can you tell me how to solve the problem of the coexistence of C4A3S and C3S?"

He started thinking about this issue as soon as he went back yesterday. He thought all night and couldn't figure it out. His current mood is more uncomfortable than being scared to death and being stuck at 99%.

Mr. Huang, although Director Ling and I are both willing to cooperate, I can't disclose the company's secrets until the process is complete. If you're in a hurry, you should urge Director Ling to expedite the procedures. Zhou Yalun is quite satisfied. A researcher must have this kind of spirit in order to achieve results.

At the same time, I can't help but worry a little. Are the materials my boss gave me reliable? What if I can't produce the desired results following the instructions in the materials?

However, the boss is about to become a billionaire. A billionaire would definitely not speak randomly. Maybe this information really came from that research institution abroad. It should be fine, right?

With a hundred thousand US dollars and two tiger skins from patriotic people in Hong Kong, Zhou Yalun smoothly handled the matter and quickly established connections. He officially signed a contract with the Building Materials Research Institute of Tsinghua University, reaching a cooperation agreement on the special cement project.

According to the contract, Zhou Yalun, on behalf of Xiangjiang Hualin Technology Investment Company, provides research funding to the Architecture Materials Research Institute of Tsinghua University. The Institute will provide research personnel, site and equipment. Both parties will jointly develop a special type of cement material that has excellent resistance to seawater corrosion, freeze-thaw resistance, rapid hardening, expansive properties, and outstanding plasticity.

The initial capital is 100,000 US dollars. If the research progress meets expectations, Zhou Yalun will add additional funds. Once the research is successful, Hong Kong Hualin Technology Investment Company will own the international patent for the technology. Due to the fact that the "Patent Law" has not been implemented domestically, the issue of patent authorization will be resolved through negotiation between the two parties.

Next are the rights and obligations of both parties, as well as the clauses for pursuing compensation for breach of contract. Zhou Yalun must provide funds in a timely manner, and Tsinghua University Research Institute guarantees that it will not disclose the patents to other foreign businesses or organizations, etc.

"Pleasure working with you!" After both parties signed the agreement, the agreement was officially reached. Zhou Yalun took out a cheque on the spot and said, "The first investment of ten thousand US dollars is here. I have already delivered it to you according to the contract."

"We have also set up the laboratory and completed the personnel allocation. The project is temporarily being supervised by researcher Huang Aiguo." Ling Zhiyuan's hands were shaking when he received the check. This is a hundred thousand dollars! When was the last time we received such a large sum of funding?

"Ms. Zhou, it's time for you to tell me how to resolve the issue of C4A3S and C3S not being able to coexist? Huang Aiguo has been racking his brains over this recently."

"No problem, these are for you, but they can only be read in the special cement laboratory. They cannot be taken out or shown to anyone else. Otherwise, not only will we withdraw our investment, but we will also seek compensation from you," Zhou Yalun reiterated the terms of the contract before handing the materials to Huang Aiguo.

Huang Aiguo ran back to the laboratory and carefully opened it. On it was written, "Under normal circumstances, C4A3S and C3S cannot coexist, but under the conditions of CaF2 intervention, C4A3S can coexist with C3S."

Huh? That simple? But it seems feasible from a chemical principle perspective. Huang Aiguo immediately started writing chemical equations on paper and reached a conclusion after meticulous calculations.

Then it's time for the experiment. During the laboratory phase, there's no need to consider the processing and source of the raw materials. Simply use ready-made chemical materials and conduct the experiment according to the conditions provided in the data.

The experimental results show that the cement produced by this method has excellent building characteristics such as quick setting, high strength, expansion, freeze resistance, concentrated heat release during hydration, corrosion resistance, and waterproofing. The effect is very good.

How can the science be so advanced in the United States? Even students from business schools know how to produce special cement? When Huang Aiguo saw the result, he could hardly believe his eyes. Is this how it is done?

"Have the experimental results come out?" Ling Zhiyuan rushed over as soon as he heard the news. "How is the effect? Can it meet the requirements of Hualin Company?" This is a matter that relates to whether the subsequent funds can be in place, so we cannot afford to be careless.

"Look! The setting time completely meets the requirements, it's more than halved compared to the currently used cement; the compressive strength at 12h to 1d can reach 35-50 MPa, and the flexural strength can reach 6.5-7.5 MPa; the compressive strength at 3d can reach 50-70 MPa, and the flexural strength can reach 7.5-8.5 MPa. The performance is excellent," Huang Aiguo tapped the set cement block.

"Is this meeting the requirements of the Hualin Company? Well done, Lao Huang, you've made a great start! With this alone, you can publish several articles in 'Cement' magazine!" Ling Zhiyuan excitedly patted his shoulder.

"Cement" was founded in 1974. It is an academic journal sponsored by the China National Building Material Association and hosted by the Building Materials Industry Technology Intelligence Research Institute. It is also one of the most authoritative journals in this industry in China. The ability to publish articles in this journal is a key indicator of the status of a research institute in the industry.

Originally, they were still worrying about this year's task. With the year coming to an end, they were two articles short of reaching the target. Now, with the results of this experiment alone, they can publish several articles.

It's a waste to say everything at once. Let's release the results of this experiment first, and then write different articles based on the experimental results of impermeability, frost resistance, resistance to seawater corrosion, and protective effect on rebar corrosion. As long as time is arranged well, not to mention this year's tasks, we might even be able to complete next year's tasks ahead of time.

"Before the article is published, it needs to be reviewed by others to ensure that there will be no leaks. In addition, only the experiments on setting time and compressive strength have been conducted, while the other experiments have not even started. Isn't it a bit premature to publish the article now? Huang Aiguo still remembers this. If the key data such as the formula is leaked because of them, it will not only disrupt the cooperation but also lead to potential claims from others."

"Not early, not early at all. The task of publishing this year's thesis is not complete yet, and we are counting on you! Hurry up and write the article, and after it's done, take it to them to review. As soon as they finish reading it, submit it! Whether it's the seawater corrosion resistance experiment or the rust protection experiment, they all take time. You can totally use the waiting time to write the article!"

"Indeed, since we have taken their money, it wouldn't be good if we do not produce results in a timely manner to account for it!" Huang Aiguo looked at the brand-new equipment in the laboratory, which cost a lot just to purchase. However, the new equipment was indeed useful, greatly improving both the speed and accuracy of the experiments.

How to present one's research achievements in a paper without revealing any confidential information is not difficult. They quickly wrote the article and handed it to Zhou Yalun.

Zhou Yalun naturally couldn't understand, but it doesn't matter. As long as Linlou can understand, "You did a good job. Although there is still some distance from my expected goal, it is not easy to achieve this for the first time!"

He compared the data in this thesis with the articles stored in his mind, "Since the direction is correct, let's continue to follow the current path."

The research progress has been approved by Party A. Ling Zhiyuan and Huang Aiguo are both very happy. Since the $100,000 given to them by Zhou Yalun earlier hasn't been used up, they immediately started the next round of experiments with this money.

First is the freeze resistance test, this rapid hardening cement exhibits excellent freeze resistance, with the following characteristics: when used at 0℃~10℃, the early strength is 5~8 times that of ordinary Portland cement.

When used in a negative temperature range of 0℃ to -20℃, adding a small amount of antifreeze can maintain the concrete pouring temperature above 5℃, allowing for normal construction. The concrete strength at 3-7 days can reach 70-80% of the design grade.

Construction under alternating positive and negative temperatures has little impact on the later strength growth. After 200 freeze-thaw cycles in the laboratory, the loss of concrete strength is not significant, and the frost resistance rating can reach 200 or above.

"If this kind of cement can be produced on a large scale, the construction time in regions such as Northeast and Northwest can also be extended. During the winter, as long as there are no extreme low-temperature weather conditions, construction can continue."

There are also corrosion resistance tests being conducted concurrently. The results indicate that this type of cement has excellent corrosion resistance to seawater, chlorides (NaCl, MgCl2), sulfates (Na2SO4, MgSO4, (NH4)2SO4), especially to composite salts such as (MgSO4 + NaCl), all of which have corrosion resistance coefficients greater than 1, significantly outperforming high-resistant sulphoaluminate cement and high-alumina cement.

"Okay, okay, okay. The requirements for the anti-corrosion properties of cement in port and seawall construction are very high now. If this type of cement can be produced, it will definitely be in high demand!"

"Director, at the moment we have only completed the experiments in the laboratory. The research on industrial production has not started yet. It's a bit early to talk about this."

In the high impermeability performance test, the cement paste structure of this cement is relatively dense, and the impermeability of concrete is 2 to 3 times that of ordinary Portland cement concrete.

In the test for rebar corrosion, due to its low alkalinity, this type of cement does not form a passivation film on the surface of the rebar, which is detrimental to the protection of the rebar. In the early mixed concrete, there is more air and moisture, leading to slight corrosion of the rebar. However, as the age of the concrete increases, the air and moisture gradually decrease and disappear, so the later corrosion of the concrete structure is not significant due to its dense structure.

According to the information provided by Zhou Yalun, adding a small amount of alkaline admixture to the concrete will make it completely rust-free in the early stage. The durability of this new type of cement is very good.

No matter it is the anti-seawater corrosion experiment or the steel reinforcement corrosion experiment, it takes a long time. The anti-seawater corrosion experiment needs to last at least two years, while the steel reinforcement corrosion experiment requires observation in units of ten years. Therefore, definite conclusions cannot be drawn in a short period of time. However, just the completed portion of the experiment alone is enough for Huang Aiguo and his team to write several articles.

At the same time, according to the experiments that have been completed, Huang Aiguo and other researchers have inferred the usage of this type of cement. Due to its early strength and high strength characteristics, the strength at 3 days is equivalent to the strength at 28 days of the same grade of Portland cement. It is suitable for emergency repair and construction projects.

Due to the rapid strength development of this cement series, it can be applied in prefabricated components to save energy costs for steam curing. The low-alkali aluminate cement hydration slurry has a pH value of less than 10.5, making it especially suitable for glass fiber reinforced concrete (GRC). It has good resistance to freezing and is widely used in construction projects during cold winter temperatures.

The impermeability and resistance to seawater corrosion are significantly better than that of ordinary Portland cement, making it suitable for marine construction projects; it has special effectiveness in solidifying hazardous waste, making it suitable for the solidification treatment of hazardous and toxic waste.

Zhou Yalun went to report to Linlou with a full harvest, "Boss, from what I can see, this kind of cement has an extremely wide range of applications, both domestically and internationally. As long as we solve the problem of industrial production, the future sales volume will definitely be calculated in millions of tons per year."

We're going to make a fortune now! Even if we only receive a small amount of patent fees for one ton, the annual income to the company is calculated in millions of US dollars.

No wonder the boss is so generous, offering me a high salary of fifty thousand US dollars at once. It turns out the boss has long been mentally prepared for the future prospects of the company. Compared to the returns the company can get, what is a mere fifty thousand US dollars in compensation!

"The future sales volume could indeed be so high, but the profits may not be as abundant as you imagine. After all, there is no patent law in the country now. If you require state-owned enterprises to pay patent fees, they definitely won't be willing to do so. The research results during this period are all arranged according to administrative orders."

"However, this does not mean that we have not benefited. It's fine to only sell domestically, but once we start exporting, we will definitely face patent issues. When the time comes, we can discuss and give some discounts, but we must give it."

This is the advantage of having the sign of the Fragrant River Company. Currently, foreign-funded companies enjoy preferential treatment in all aspects, which accelerates the economic development of China on the one hand, and makes domestic enterprises feel very aggrieved in competition on the other hand.

"The one hundred thousand dollars we provided to them previously is almost used up. According to the contract, we now need to provide them with the second installment of funds for the development of industrial production technology. What do you think?"

"Give it to them. Also, make contact with other research groups to see their attitudes. If it's suitable, we can expand the scope of collaboration now!" There are plenty of papers related to building materials in Lin's mind, not just cement.

"No problem, actually we don't need to take the initiative, people from other research groups are envious when they see the progress made by Researcher Huang! Every time we go there, they would recommend their own research projects, hoping for a chance to collaborate." When they see Researcher Huang's new equipment worth $100,000, other researchers are also envious.

"You continue tracking, I'll make a decision when I come back from the United States!" Time passed quickly, Lin would go to Shanghai next week to attend the completion ceremony of the new office building of the Shanghai Youth League Committee, and to receive the Moller Villa from them. Then he would go directly to the United States to attend this year's annual meeting of the American Institute of Architects.

Over the weekend, the monthly meeting was held as scheduled this month. Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian came from Hong Kong to report on the latest work progress. "Boss, the construction drawings for the three projects in Hong Kong have all been approved. They have also promptly transferred the design fees. All the projects have successfully commenced, and are expected to be completed next year or the year after."

"The construction progress of the mountain top club is smooth, and the plans for the public areas and interior decoration have also been approved. Zhitian has put in a lot of effort."

Accompanying Linlou on a trip to Europe, Liang Zhitian gained insight into the advanced design concepts of Europe and received guidance from Linlou. His talent in interior decoration has gradually emerged.

"You've all worked hard. The commission will be distributed to you as a token of appreciation, and there will be a big bonus for you at the end of the year!" Lin Lai has always been generous to his employees.

"Thank you, boss, thank you, boss!" Nowadays, the real estate industry in Hong Kong is in a slump, and as a result, various architectural firms have also lost their business. Those in the same industry are fortunate to keep their jobs, while people like them still have substantial commissions and bonuses to rely on. Xu Wenbiao felt even more fortunate to have come to Linlou in the first place.

"By the way, several new business deals are about to be finalized, and contracts will be signed soon. Here are the relevant documents." While other law firms are being neglected, Linlou's law firm business is getting better and better, and the news of winning the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and designing a new flagship store for Pierre Cardin has caused quite a stir in Hong Kong.

Many big-name businesses also want to hire them to design their stores. As soon as the store is built, they would advertise in the newspapers, claiming that their store is designed by the same architect as Pierre Cardin's new flagship store in Paris, in order to attract many customers. As a result, they would rather spend more on design fees to hire Linlou for this.

"If it's suitable, just sign it. Then it will be the same as before - you first come up with the plan, and I will make adjustments. Then the bonuses will be distributed according to your contributions." Nowadays, Lin no longer needs to personally handle every project. Under his influence, their abilities continue to grow, and they can completely handle some small projects.

Three days after the meeting ended, Linlou boarded a flight to Shanghai.

Tomorrow will be the thirtieth. I wish everyone a happy new year. Unfortunately, I still have to type tomorrow.
Chapter 380: Billionaire

"Old Yue really got excited this time. This office building is spacious and stylish!" A group of unit leaders whispered together at the site of the new office building.

Students like to compare academic performance with each other, the nouveau riche like to compare who has more money, and a group of leaders from different units naturally compares whose unit has more influence. This kind of influence may lead to more attention from higher authorities, a brighter future for the unit, and, similarly, having a more impressive office building is also one of the factors for comparison.

So many leaders love to renovate office buildings, apart from the well-known reasons and improving office comfort, this is also a very important reason.

The economy is tight at the moment, and the finances of that place are not abundant. There isn't enough money to build a new office building, and even if there is occasionally, efforts are made to be as thrifty as possible. Furthermore, most of the designs are old-fashioned, still retaining the style of the Soviet-style architecture of the past. Now that this new office building has made its appearance, it has outshone the others.

The glass fiber reinforced plastic office building, in terms of visual experience, is definitely better than the Suzhou-style architecture. The large floor-to-ceiling glass windows, coupled with the steel sunshade eaves, are probably only seen in their visits to Europe and America or in American film and television works. Now, however, they are right in front of them. Just the thought of them being able to work in such a place in Jichuan in the future makes those people really envious.

I can only work in the cramped and old-fashioned Soviet-style tenement buildings, while others can leisurely sit in clean and beautiful modern office buildings. This disparity is really depressing.

"Ah, now everything good seems to be taken by him," someone sighed. The general direction of younger and more educated cadres has been determined. The prospects for cadres who have come from the Communist Youth League are looking good. Nowadays, even the office building has been replaced with a new one, and it doesn't look any worse than those American office buildings. When thinking about our own unit, it's really full of grievances.

"This city is too biased. They won't even approve the renovation of the old building even if we don't talk about building new ones. Why do they get to decide to build and build so well? How much money did they spend on this? Give us the money used to build this building, not to mention two, we can definitely build one and a half."

"Someone is just lucky. They found a buyer for their old office building and are willing to pay a high price to build a new one. If your office building is an old Western-style house, you might also be able to build a new one." This person seems to be clear about the origin of this new office building.

"Sigh, it turns out that we messed up the plan to build a new building for the company!" Some people started to feel disheartened. In fact, about a decade ago, they were also working in a similar old western-style house. Later, they seized the opportunity to build a Suzhou-style office building and moved out.

At the beginning, they even mocked the units such as the Youth League Committee for still being in the old foreign-style building. Who would have expected that blessings may come in disguise? They are now using a better new office building. Where can they find a reason to argue?

Would you like to say anything more? Just then, there was a commotion in the crowd. Several leaders quickly walked towards a young man in his early twenties and warmly shook his hand, "Oh, Lin, the design of this office building is really great! In my opinion, it's even more beautiful than many office buildings in the United States!"

Oh, so this is Mr. Lin, I should go and greet him quickly. When our company has more money in the future, or if I switch to a wealthier company, I will definitely have to look for him if I want to build or renovate an office building. I doubt that regular architects can design such beautiful houses, right?

"Hello, hello, I'm flattered, I still have a lot to learn, you are really too kind to praise me so much!" Lin Lou smiled and socialized with them, and at the same time, handed out a lot of business cards. These were all influential figures. As long as I maintain good relations with them, they will surely think of me in the future when building office buildings or constructing public buildings in the area.

Before they could finish exchanging greetings, the ceremonial event officially began. It was the usual sequence of leaders giving speeches, followed by firecrackers to celebrate, and then everyone went inside the office building to visit together with Yu Jichuan.

This office building is not only beautiful on the outside, but the design and layout of the interior functional spaces are also very reasonable. The service hall on the first floor is built with windows according to future standards, and the height of the window sills is highly ergonomic, so scenes like those in "In the Name of the People" definitely won't happen.

The transportation routes and signage system are also very well-developed. As long as people can read, they can easily find their way to where they need to go. The appearance alone already makes them jealous, and with these details, visiting leaders feel even more envious.

"Xiao Lin, thank you so much this time! When I brought my colleagues from the unit to visit for the first time, they all said that this office building looks like a product of the 21st century, completely unlike what it should be now." Seeing their envious looks, Yu Jichuan felt comfortable inside and out.

"This just fits the character of our Youth League Committee. Our committee is an organization that serves young people and should have a forward-looking temperament. Besides, this was also your request at the beginning. I'm glad to see that you are still satisfied with my design. I can finally rest assured," Lin Lou said with a smile.

Architects seeing their designs come to life is akin to writers seeing their novels printed and on display in bookstores. The sense of accomplishment is far stronger than earning money or receiving awards.

Houku Middle School teaching building is the first, followed by the Shanghai Youth League Committee office building. Next up are the Linzhou University Library, the Xiangjiang Peak Club, and the new flagship store for Pierre Cardin Lafayette. I hope that in the future, more cities will be able to see my architectural designs. This experience will surely make me even prouder, right?

After the visit, it was time for a meal. Linlou was not spared from being forced to drink at the dining table. Leaders from the Jichuan and the Youth League Committee thanked him for designing such a good office building for their unit. Leaders from other units, whether out of jealousy or to build a good relationship with Linlou, also seized the opportunity to relentlessly force him to drink.

If it weren't for Linlou's good alcohol tolerance, he would have to go back lying down. After a satisfying meal and drink, he went straight back to the Dinh Xuan Villa to rest. During this time, Andrew had already cleaned up this famous old mansion in Shanghai and turned it into a high-end restaurant similar to the Wudak Residence, also leaving him a place to stay upstairs.

Since I'm here this time, I am definitely going to experience it. Through the window, I can just see the lilac in the garden downstairs. The scenic effect is much better than the Goethe House.

The next day, when I woke up and went downstairs for breakfast, I saw Andrew waiting downstairs. While I was having my meal, I listened to his report, "Sir, the handover work of the Malle Villa has been completed. Will you go to take a look later?"

"Of course." Something that was so hard to come by must be worth a good look. So after breakfast, Linlou and Andrew went to the Mala Villa together.

Compared to the last time I came in, the Mahler villa now seems completely empty. The office desks and filing cabinets have all been removed, but the original decorations and old furniture remain untouched, as Andrew emphasized during their negotiations.

"The restoration work on the former residence of Wu Dake and the lilac villa was done quite well, so I plan to let the same construction team be in charge of this project. The ground floor will be turned into a high-end coffee shop, while the upstairs will remain as your private residence," Andrew explained the plan to Linlou, holding the blueprints.

Nowadays in Shanghai, there are more and more wealthy people, completely accommodating multiple high-end consumption places, without worrying about affecting the business of Wudake Former Residence and Lilac Villa. Outside these two places, there are long queues every day.

Maybe it will take another decade or so for more high-end establishments to replace the status of these few places. However, by that time, it should have become a habit for some people to come and consume in these old western-style houses, as long as the quality of service and dining here does not decline, there is no need to worry about business.

"Thank you for your hard work on these!" Lin still entrusted this task to Andrew, as Standard Chartered Bank would still earn service fees from it, so he wasn't worried about their lack of commitment.

"It is my honor!" Andrew stood tall and straight, news from Wall Street came that Ontech Corporation is about to go public, and Standard Chartered Bank has raised client levels for the Lindt Tower, being able to serve such top-tier clients will be greatly beneficial for his future.

"By the way, the formalities for the lilac garden are currently being processed. It is estimated that you will be able to sign the contract when you return from the United States. In addition, many old western-style house owners have approached me recently to discuss selling. I have already prepared the information. If there are any that interest you, I will go and finalize the deal immediately," Andrew handed over a stack of documents.

"Alright, let me take a look," Lin took the materials and carefully looked through them. There were indeed many valuable properties, including some that were currently being used as office buildings by certain units, similar to the Youth League Committee office. Additionally, among the options they proposed, there was also the choice to build a new office building for them.

Hehe, I guess they were stimulated by Yu Jichuan. Seeing others exchanging an old foreign house for such a good office building, they must have been tempted, right? Living in such an old foreign house may feel good, but the experience of having a large group of people working in it is not that great, so they also want to exchange for a new building.

"This one, this one, and this one are all good options. You can talk to them about it," Linlou took the pen and outlined several valuable old western-style houses on the materials, intending for Andrew to acquire them. As for the rest, forget it. Those houses neither have artistic nor historical value, and they are located in average areas, which no longer pique his interest.

If it were in the future, such a house would be out of reach for Lin Lou. But now, he already has the Wudak Mansion, the Lilac Garden, the Lilac Villa, and the Mahler Villa, so these are naturally not appealing to him.

After dealing with these trivial matters, Lin Lou went to the United States and landed at San Francisco International Airport. He met his long-lost brother and sat in the spacious extended Lincoln car. Lin Qiao introduced the current situation to him, "As of now, the global sales of our CAD software have exceeded 100,000 copies, with sales exceeding one billion dollars in this item alone!"

"This year is not over yet, and the sales volume has already far exceeded last year. At the current rate of development, this year's sales volume will be at least twice that of last year!"

"The preparation work for going public is basically ready, now we are just waiting for you to come and finalize it! If everything goes well, this time you should be able to ring the bell at the New York Stock Exchange!"

The Otke Company in history did not achieve this goal until several years later, but due to Lin Lou's interference, as well as the efforts of Lin Qiao, John Walker, Awar Green, Mike Riddle, and others, the development of the Otke Company has been much smoother, and the growth rate has far exceeded historical performance.

"I'm not going to ring the bell. Firstly, I'm a bit lazy and don't want to deal with a lot of troubles after returning to China. Secondly, as Chinese people, it's better to keep a low profile after earning so much money in the United States." Linlou was very clear about the American way and knew that it wasn't that simple to make money from them.

Fortunately, the relations between the two countries are still relatively close, and Outek Company's development is not large enough to attract the attention of those bigwigs. In addition, based on historical insights, he made some political maneuvers for the company, so he can hold on for a short time.

"Okay, I'll just go by myself then." Lin Qiao has gradually been exposed to some deeper issues nowadays, and his view of the United States is not as good as it used to be. "Ah, I originally just wanted to focus on doing good software, who knew there would be so many troublesome matters. If it weren't for you keeping an eye on me, I might have been sold off without even realizing it."

"We have a big economic gap with the United States, so it's easy to be dazzled. In reality, no matter where you are, once there are more interests involved, it's never that simple," Linlou said, shaking his head.

"Okay, let's not talk about that. Let's talk about something happy! According to the evaluations of several professional IT media in the United States, CD has been rated as one of the ten software technologies with the most market potential today, and some business magazines have also ranked our company as one of the most favored privately held companies in the market."

"Shareholders are also eagerly anticipating our company's IPO. Many have expressed their intention to invest once we go public. Numerous Wall Street investment institutions share the same view, believing that acquiring stocks of our company will bring substantial profits."

"Therefore, once we go public, even though our shareholding will definitely be significantly diluted, in terms of net worth, it will definitely experience a substantial surge!"

"Last time I met Mr. Wang An, he was very sentimental. He said that he had struggled for decades to achieve his current wealth and status, but the two of us young people have almost caught up with him in just two years."

"Haha, Mr. Wang An was once listed as one of the top ten richest people in the United States. Even if we combine our wealth now, we still fall far short of his level back then!"

"It's okay, we're still young. It's not common to become millionaires in their early twenties, even in America! Sooner or later, we will surpass him." Lin Qiao appeared full of confidence.

It's Chinese New Year, and I'm too busy with family gatherings to type a lot. This is all for today! The main character has gotten rich, and I wish everyone a prosperous and healthy New Year, and may all your wishes come true.
Chapter 381 The Honor Once Again

"Lin, we just need you now! After two years of hard work, we are finally about to see the results!" Avaar-Green warmly embraces Lin, feeling that it was truly wise to agree to collaborate with Lin Lou brothers. In just two years, he will be able to achieve financial freedom!

"In fact, our achievements have long been recognized by all our users! If it weren't for necessity, I wouldn't want to go public!" John Walker focuses more on technology, and he is not very enthusiastic about going public. While going public can bring more substantial profits to their shareholders, it will also complicate the composition of the board of directors."

It's hard to say whether we will still be able to develop new versions of the software according to our own ideas. Money has indeed put them in shackles, and from now on, the company may have to focus on profits.

"Money is a double-edged sword. It's all up to us how to handle it. I believe we won't lose ourselves in money," Lin Lou patted his shoulder and said. In the original history, shortly after Ottke Corporation went public, John Walker chose to retire because the company's development direction had deviated from his original intention.

And now, with him staying, perhaps the situation will be better. Even if he leaves Outek Corporation in the future, can we still collaborate to develop new software together! It would be such a pity if John Walker's programming skills were sealed away due to his retirement. Linlou still remembers many bestselling software in later generations.

"Alright, let's not talk about this now! With the company about to go public, all of you will have a bright future ahead. Let's cheer and celebrate for this!" urged Avar-Green.

All the employees of Autec Company were excited and screaming. They have different amounts of stock options based on their entry time and contributions to the company. The company's IPO is also a great event for them. When these options are cashed and gradually unfrozen, if the company continues to develop well at that time, they will soon become millionaires.

"Lin, congratulations on winning the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale. I also wish you the best in receiving the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects!" Arthur Dor congratulated Lin.

As the head of a venture capital firm, he is well-informed. He has already received the news that Lin has won the Golden Lion Award and is about to receive the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects.

"Mr. Bei made a bigger contribution to the Xiangshan Hotel project. I just benefited from Mr. Bei's expertise this time," Lin modestly said.

"However, Mr. B did not mention bringing someone on stage with him when he previously won the award. I believe you will eventually win the Pritzker Prize again one day! I have never doubted that," continued Arthur.

The Pritzker Prize, although only established four years ago, has already produced four winners: Philip Johnson, Luis Barragán, James Stirling, and Kevin Roche. Due to the strong capabilities of the organizers and the fair and objective selection process, this award has rapidly become the most prestigious award in the field of architecture.

The reason for naming it the Pritzker Prize is that the initiator of the award is Jay Pritzker and his wife. The Pritzker family is of Ukrainian immigrant descent, and Jay Pritzker's grandfather, Nicholas, immigrated with his parents from a slum near Kiev, Ukraine to Chicago in 1881.

Nicholas was penniless and did not speak English. He made a living by selling newspapers and working as a tailor's apprentice. He never had the opportunity to go to school, so he had to teach himself. He learned English by translating the Chicago Tribune into German using an English-German dictionary, and then from German to his native Russian using a German-Russian dictionary.

Through hard work, Nicholas became a pharmacist, and later obtained a law degree through evening classes. By the time of his children's generation, they were able to attend regular universities. His three children successively obtained law degrees, and one even got into Harvard.

Through the efforts of two generations, the Pritzker family has become one of the influential families in Chicago. They began investing in real estate through a good collaboration with the First National Bank of Chicago, and gradually shifted their focus to investment.

When Jay Pritzker grew up, he began to profit from mergers and acquisitions, buying and selling over 200 companies, and investing in countless startups. Most of these businesses are relatively unknown, but Jay always managed to find their value, whether they were undervalued by the market or could bring tax benefits to the entire group.

One of the most famous acquisitions is the acquisition of the Hyatt Hotel Group. One day in 1957, Jay was drinking coffee at a hotel near Los Angeles airport when he found that the hotel was fully booked. He realized that hotels near the airport were very convenient for business executives who frequently traveled to and from different places.

Jay immediately invested 2.2 million US dollars to purchase the hotel and its brand, and the transaction was completed on the same afternoon. In the following decade, Jay and his brother built several Hyatt hotels on the west coast of the United States.

After that, Hyatt followed the route of five-star hotels and expanded in 1969, opening its first overseas hotel, the Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, in Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong. By the advent of the new millennium, Hyatt's hotels had spread across 44 countries and regions around the world, including 735 hotels and resorts, making it one of the international hotel industry giants alongside InterContinental Hotels Group and Marriott International.

The Priztker family's rise to wealth is relatively short compared to mainstream American families. They are not descendants of Anglo-Saxon Protestants. In the eyes of those with longer histories, the Priztker family is just nouveau riche. In dealing with them, the Priztkers have faced discrimination from old money against new money.

This made Jay Pritzker realize that simply having wealth was not enough to ensure the enduring prosperity of his family. They also needed to invest in politics, art, and so on. Political investment could help to further strengthen the family's power, while investing in art could make the family appear more tasteful and gradually integrate into the circle of old money.

In terms of calculation, Jay Pritzker is already the third generation of the Pritzker family, so it is time to strengthen their investment in this area. Therefore, they are beginning to consider which field to invest in.

Due to his association with the Hyatt Group, Jay Pritzker instinctively thought of the construction industry. "We have built many hotels around the world, closely related to planning, design, and construction, and we have realized that people's concern for the art of architecture is really too little."

"As a native Chicagoan, living in the birthplace of skyscrapers, a city filled with buildings designed by architectural giants like Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Mies van der Rohe, it's no wonder we have a deep love for architecture."

"If Chicago's architecture helps us understand the art of architecture, then the work in hotel design and construction helps us recognize the influence of architecture on human behavior. Thus, in 1978, we thought about recognizing some contemporary architects. My parents believed that establishing a meaningful award would not only encourage and stimulate public attention to architecture, but also inspire greater creativity in the architectural community. I am proud to continue to work on behalf of my mother and others at home for this."

The relationship between the hotel industry and architectural design goes without saying, especially for high-end hotels. The requirements for architects are very strict. If a special award can be created specifically for architects, it would not only maintain a connection with the architectural community and keep abreast of the latest developments in the field, but also help to build good relationships with renowned architects, making it more convenient to engage them in hotel design projects in the future.

At the same time, it can also showcase the artistic taste of the Pritzker family. As the influence of the Pritzker Prize grows, people will instinctively believe that the Pritzker family's taste in architecture is absolutely first-rate. Consequently, Hyatt hotels will also be favored by consumers. After all, with such a helmsman, the design of any Hyatt hotel is sure to be outstanding.

It seems that the Pritzker family has spent a lot of money and effort to organize the Pritzker Prize, but in reality, they can gain much more from this award than the winning architects. This is definitely an outstanding plan.

"I'm still young, so it's a bit early to talk about this," Lin Lou responded with a smile. He is only in his early twenties this year, while the youngest recipient of the Pritzker Prize in its history, Shigeru Ban, was already 44 years old when he won the award.

Lin Lou may have the confidence to surpass Xi Ze Liwei's record, but for an award equivalent to a lifetime achievement award, it is highly unlikely to be achieved before the age of thirty, so it will still be many years before that.

"I believe that day will come!" Arthur Durr has figured out Lin Lou's personality, so he didn't praise his achievements in the investment field, but instead talked about his passion for architecture.

However, there were too many guests at the party today. He had hardly said a few words before representatives from other investment companies praised Linlou. Despite being at least twice Linlou's age, they were faced with someone who managed to increase their assets from tens of thousands of dollars to tens of millions in just two years.

And in the future, it is very likely that they will become multi-millionaires or billionaires, with no airs and a very humble attitude. This is the essence of capitalist society; with money comes status.

They flattered Linlou in the hopes of extracting some useful information from him, while also aiming to secure a larger share for their own company.

Lin Lou smiled and responded, but the key part was stuck. The process of the company going public had been through lengthy negotiations and was basically settled now. He wasn't going to adjust the profits calculated in millions of dollars just because of a few compliments. No matter how nice their words were, they were not worth the price.

Shortly after the start of the reception, the ordinary employees of Outeck Company and representatives from some small investment firms continued to enjoy themselves outside. Inside the meeting room, individuals such as Lin Lou and Lin Qiao, John Walker, Avaar Green, and others, along with Arthur Durrell from large investment and financial companies, began the final discussions.

In the end, these large companies were compensated according to their strength and the size of the assistance they could provide to Outek, and the cooperation between the two sides was completely finalized. Now we are waiting for the official listing.

"Here, let's have a toast for our collaboration!" The waiter poured 1959 Lafite into their glasses, only a wine of this caliber was worthy of today's feast.

Lin Lou sipped on a 1959 Lafite and reminisced about this year's vintage. Although the 1982 Lafite has not yet matured, through his connection with Pierre Cardin, he has already reserved a batch. In a few years, these wines will also bring him a very substantial profit.

And, in the future, he probably won't have to worry about his 1982 Lafite being fake, after all, the total sales of this thing have long exceeded the production of that year, and it seems like it's never going to be finished anyway.

After finalizing the listing of Autodesk in San Francisco, Linlou discussed the development direction of the next version of CAD software with John Walker and others, and proposed several new development directions, such as collaborating with Pierre Cardin to develop clothing design software, as well as developing mechanical equipment software, and so on.

After finishing these tasks, Lin Lou flew to another city without stopping, where he met up with Ieoh Ming Pei to attend this year's American Institute of Architects annual meeting.

"It's quite a coincidence that currently, the architectural community in Paris is focusing on two projects, both of which happen to be designed by the two of us!" said I. M. Pei with a smile. "Moreover, the reception of your Pierre Cardin flagship store seems to be much higher than my glass pyramid at the Louvre!"

"This is just because of the gap between their architectural aesthetic ability and your design!" After I. M. Pei's design was announced, it did indeed face huge doubts and strong opposition. Many people believed it was inappropriate to place such a modernist glass pyramid in front of a classical building like the Louvre.

As a result, I. M. Pei was under tremendous pressure, to the extent that even when he was out shopping, a French person rushed over to spit at him. This kind of pressure was far beyond what the Fragrant Hills Hotel project could compare to.

The Fragrant Hills Hotel is just a small project, while the Louvre is a symbol of France! If this were in China, it would be a renovation of the Forbidden City, and it would be impossible to satisfy everyone with such a project.

"Time will prove your worth! I think after the project is completed, it will only take another two or three years at most, and those who criticized you in the beginning will regret it. This has also been proven by history. The Glass Pyramid of later generations has become one of the new symbols of Paris, appearing in countless films and television works."

While speaking, the host of the conference has already announced on stage, "The winner of this year's American Institute of Architects Gold Medal is the Beijing Xiangshan Hotel project, co-designed by Mr. I.M. Pei and Mr. Lin Lou. Please invite both gentlemen to the stage to receive the award!"

An old and a young Chinese architect exchanged glances and smiled at each other, then they both stood up and walked onto the stage.

Today is only this, I wish everyone good luck and great success in the Year of the Ox.
Chapter 382: Cisco

The audience below erupted in enthusiastic applause. If Linlou did not win the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale this year, perhaps the architects in the audience would have doubts, thinking that I.M. Pei attributed the credit for the Fragrant Hill Hotel to Linlou, or maybe there are other reasons. However, with the Golden Lion Award in hand, they have no more doubts about Linlou's strength.

A Golden Lion award winner, it is only natural for him to be awarded the AIA Gold Medal, perhaps he really did give a lot of help to I.M. Pei in the design of the Beijing Hotel.

I.M. Pei also knew what they would be thinking, so when he went on stage to accept the award, he deliberately displayed the two design proposals for the Xiangshan Hotel, comparing the original version he designed with the one modified with the help of Mr. Lin, explaining the differences to the architects present.

The efforts put in by Linlou in the Xiangshan Hotel project are now clearer. "If it were not for Linlou's help, the Xiangshan Hotel project may only have been an unsuccessful attempt for me. With Linlou's restoration, this work has become a masterpiece integrating modernist architecture and Oriental traditional architectural styles."

Bei Yuming summarized the project, and Lin Lou also thanked Bei Yuming for his tolerance and generosity. It is not common for a well-known architect to humbly accept the opinions of a freshman in the architecture department. Not every architect has Bei Yuming's good temperament.

After the meeting, the architects chatted at the cocktail party. A lot of people were gathered around Lin Lou, and perhaps these American architects could ignore a young architect from the East. However, if it were the winner of the AIA Gold Medal and the Venice Architecture Biennale Golden Lion Award, it would be a different story.

"Recently, architects from the East have produced many excellent works. Architect Shigeru Ban, Kenzō Tange, and other architects have not faded with time. Mr. Lin, along with the emergence of a new generation of architects such as Tadao Ando, are swiftly making their mark. Perhaps, in the near future, there will be more architects from the East leaving behind numerous classic architectural works on the world stage!" someone praised.

Indeed, Asian architects have always been an undeniable force on the world stage. Architects from Japan have won eight Pritzker Prizes, while Indian architect Balkrishna Doshi won the 2018 Pritzker Prize, and Chinese architect Wang Shu won the 2012 Pritzker Prize. These great architects have added luster to Asia.

Kenzo Tange, Arata Isozaki, and others have been famous for a long time. Bakhriyana Doshi first studied in the office of Cobusier, and then collaborated deeply with Louis Kahn on a project at the Indian Institute of Management in Ahmedabad. The Tagore Memorial Hall designed by him also caused quite a stir in the architectural world.

And now, a young genius architect like Lin Lou has emerged in Asia. It can be envisaged that in the future of the international architectural community, Asian architects will undoubtedly possess greater prestige.

If there are no changes, Japanese architects will be the representatives of Asian architects. The eight Pritzker Prize winners before and after this point have proved it. Now that I have been given this opportunity, I certainly will not be satisfied with just winning the Pritzker Prize for myself. It would be even better if I could help several Chinese architects win this award.

Considering this purpose, Linlou has also issued multiple invitations at the meeting, inviting these excellent American architects to visit China for exchanges. Currently, China is really lacking the experience of face-to-face communication with excellent counterparts from other countries, explaining their own concepts. If they are willing to go, it will definitely be very helpful for young Chinese architects.

Each architect has their own unique philosophy, and each young architect has their own preferences and talents. Perhaps they can find the path they will take in the future from these architects.

Many people are interested, but due to their lack of understanding about China and concerns about costs, they are still unable to make up their minds. Lin Lou invited Ieoh Ming Pei to help them ease their minds, and also found representatives from Autec company to bear the expenses for these architects to go to China for academic exchanges.

As the major shareholder of Outeck company, handling this small matter is naturally not a problem. Moreover, this is beneficial for expanding Outeck's influence in China, which can be said to be mutually beneficial.

With the persuasion of architect Ieoh Ming Pei and the funding from Otak Corporation, several architects finally dispelled their concerns, agreed to visit and exchange at Tsinghua University, and also to visit the Xiangshan Hotel on site.

"Then it's settled. Once you've arranged the time, I will meet you at the airport," Linlou shook hands with them one by one, firmly confirming the arrangement.

For students in China today, such opportunities are very valuable. Although Linlou is also knowledgeable about many modern architectural concepts, he said that the effect is different when communicating with these foreign architects.

Furthermore, although these architects may not be as good as I.M. Pei, they each have their own strengths and expertise in different areas. Through them, we can also understand the latest architectural design concepts and techniques in the United States. It is very beneficial for students in the architecture department to listen to these things. Relying solely on self-study will not make one a great architect.

In the future, with the internet, people can listen to lectures by famous architects from other countries, admire their work, and if the economy allows, it's not difficult to go abroad to see their buildings in person.

Now, besides a very small number of students who have outstanding academic performance or come from affluent families, it is almost impossible for others to obtain information in this area. Linlou can only try to invite them to China, hold lectures in the school, and spread this information.

I hope that these efforts will bear fruit. Lin firmly believes that Chinese architecture students are no less capable than their counterparts in Europe and America. What they lack is simply exposure, vision, and opportunities. Given these, they will eventually shine and astonish the world.

Just like everything he is doing now, in the future he will create more opportunities to help these talented young architects continuously grow, ultimately making architects from China an undeniable force in the international architectural community.

After attending this year's American Institute of Architects annual meeting, Lin went to chat at IM Pei's architectural firm. On one hand, he deepened the collaboration between IM Pei and his partners' architectural firm and Autodesk company, and on the other hand, he invited young architects from IM Pei's firm to visit and exchange in China.

"In the cooperation on the Xiangshan Hotel project, although there were some minor issues, overall it was very pleasant. It especially allowed me to reconsider the charm of oriental traditional architecture, which has brought me a lot of inspiration. If possible, I hope to have more opportunities to design architectural works in China in the future! So, I fully support what you said! I will arrange for the young people from our firm to go to China for exchange."

I.M. Pei felt that these two matters would also benefit him. The first one would allow his architectural firm to have earlier access to more advanced design and drawing software, thus improving work efficiency. The second one would broaden his design style and provide him with more opportunities for projects.

Nowadays, urbanization in Europe and America has basically been completed, and there are not many opportunities for large-scale construction in major cities. On the contrary, China is becoming more and more dynamic, and the urbanization process is still in a rapid development period. Such a country is definitely not lacking in various major projects, and if one can secure them, it will definitely bring both fame and fortune.

So he had no reason to refuse and readily agreed. However, I.M. Pei still felt a little regretful. It seemed that there was no way to get Linlou to work at his architectural firm.

Lin Lou now has a considerable reputation in the international architectural community. Not only does he receive many projects in the domestic market, but even in Europe and America, once the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin is built and causes a sensation, there will definitely be people approaching him to design new projects. In this situation, how could he possibly come help with his own work?

The young architect went to work as an assistant for the well-known architect in order to establish a reputation and seize opportunities, but Lin Lou no longer needs to do so.

Lin Lou thanked Bei Yuming and then they went to have a meal together. After that, Lin Lou took his leave and returned to the hotel to continue discussing every detail before the listing of Ottoke Company with Lin Qiao, John Walker, Avril Green and representatives of those cooperating institutions.

They are expected to list on the New York Stock Exchange, so all of the management team of Outec Corporation came to New York. As the listing date approaches, they have more and more trivial matters to deal with.

Lin Lou stayed in New York for almost half a month before finally getting all the tasks done, and then officially ringing the bell for the IPO.

Lin Qiao and John Walker went to the New York Stock Exchange to oversee the listing matters, while Lin Lou left New York and returned to San Francisco, back to Silicon Valley. Next, he only needed to make an appearance, as he was no longer needed, and he didn't want to show his face and bring unnecessary trouble upon himself.

So, while Lin Qiao and John Walker rang the bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Lin Lou went to Stanford University and found Leonard Posner and Sandy Lerner.

"Lin, very welcome to your arrival, but shouldn't you be in New York at this time?" Leonard Posner couldn't help but feel curious. Outech Corporation is currently ringing the bell for listing. Why did you come to me instead of enjoying the joy and glory of success?"

"For me, technology is the most compelling part. As for going public, it's just a side effect of success. In fact, if it weren't unavoidable, I wouldn't even want to go public. Once public, the company's development will have to prioritize the interests of the shareholders. However, their interests do not always align with the development of the technology," Lin shrugged.

"Yes, that's also the reason why I never wanted to start a company. It's just too much trouble!" Leonard Posack, like John Walker, is more passionate about technology than business success, so both of them, like Steve Jobs, were eventually ousted from the companies they founded."

This is actually normal. Having technical genius does not necessarily mean having business genius. It is rare for someone to have both technical expertise and business acumen.

Only a few people like Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg can succeed in both technology and business, while the rest of the tech geniuses are not so lucky.

"Besides, for me, ringing the bell at the New York Stock Exchange is far less interesting than visiting your laboratory and seeing your latest research progress. Whether I go to the New York Stock Exchange or not, it will not change the situation of Otak Corporation going public, nor shake the expectations of the shareholders for the company."

So it's better to just go to him. Ottoc Company has already gone public, while Cisco is still far behind! Cisco's future market value is much higher than that of OttoC, and Linlou doesn't want to miss out on such a valuable opportunity.

"Thanks to your brother's assistance, we have developed a set of software used to drive a special computer controlled by a network processing system. Together, we optimized the code, improved the connectivity of the original devices through network processing, allowing them to function better with different networks, computer systems, and protocols," Leonard Posack and Sandy Lena said enthusiastically when discussing technical matters.

"The system now runs very smoothly at Stanford, people can exchange information using computers of different brands; this has even attracted the attention of many students and teachers from other schools, and they have started to customize devices to install in their own schools!" Like Zuckerberg's Facebook, routers also first became popular in American universities."

Then it spread to the outside world through universities, and finally covered the entire world, strengthening the connections between users from different countries and making information exchange more smooth.

Lin nodded. This is different from the original history. The engineer from Stanford Medical School, William Yegor, used to write software for them. This caused quite a stir, and Yegor ended up suing them. But we don't have to worry about that now.

"So, the project has matured enough to start formal business operations! Are you interested in starting a company similar to Autodesk and using this technology to change the world?" Lin Lou tempted, "If you are willing, I can provide funding, personnel, and all necessary assistance."

“As you know, I just transferred a portion of my shares, and now I have sufficient funds. In addition to investing in them, Mr. Lin also purchased some stocks of companies such as Microsoft and Apple.”

"It was you and your brother who inspired me to start this project. Now that we are going to establish a company, we will definitely collaborate with you." Leonard Posak agreed wholeheartedly. The previous cooperation was pleasant, and working with them would certainly be better than looking for another investment firm.

Thank you Xiao Fei Cat 001, Lonely Hedgehog, Half-faced Emotion Fan, and Flower Flying All Over the Sky for the rewards. There are many things to do during the Spring Festival, I will update again today.
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“I believe that your invention has the power to change the world, and I am happy to help you in this process.” Indeed, the Posner couple did change the world in a sense.

The network devices such as routers and switches invented by them have made it more convenient for people to communicate and have made the Internet a reality.

However, it is sad to say that capital did not bring a bright future to the two founders. The couple Leonard and Posner were successively kicked out of the company they had founded, and their marriage eventually fell apart. Perhaps this is the alienation of capital on people.

"I am also thinking, what wonderful things would happen if we could connect all the computers of every university in the United States to the same network?" Leonard Bosack mused.

"The emergence of the Internet has undoubtedly enhanced relationships between people, creating a completely different way of communication from that in history." The Internet has indeed changed the way humans connect with each other, and Linlou has also benefited a lot.

"So, have you decided what to call this company? As the founders, you have the right to name the company," Lin Lou asked.

"I like San Francisco. What do you think of the name 'San Francisco'?" Leonard Posner said, it seems like he's a bit bad at naming things.

Lin Lou shrugged, "According to US law, no company can use a city as a product brand name, so you definitely can't use 'San Francisco' to name this new company!"

"Fine then!" Leonard Posack said somewhat helplessly. "Let's register with the last five letters of San Francisco. What do you think of the name 'Cisco' for the company?"

"Not bad. According to the conventions of communication studies, the simpler and easier to remember the company name, the better. Cisco has only five letters, and it easily brings to mind San Francisco. This is indeed a good name! Get your documents ready, and later I will have a lawyer come to help you complete the registration for this new company."

"You can also calculate how much money the first investment will require, and then we can look at how the shares should be divided!" When Leonard and his wife founded Cisco, they only spent $50,000, which was less capital than what Lin Lou and John Walker invested in founding OutTech."

Who would have thought that this small company, which initially only cost $50,000, would later develop into a behemoth with a market value of over $500 billion? The market value has increased by 10 million times, and the return on investment is simply staggering.

"Actually, at the beginning of this project, we have received a lot of help from you and your brother, which should also be considered as an important reference for the distribution of shares. As for the funding, let's go back and think about it. We don't want to waste your money," Leonard Posner was obviously not a qualified businessman. He offered to give up shares before Lin Lou said anything.

"Don't worry, I just feel that providing funding can accelerate the world-changing potential of your great invention. So, regardless of the ownership percentage, the control of this company will be in your hands! For now, within two million US dollars, you can have as much as you want. If needed later, I can provide additional funding."

Two years after the founding of Cisco, Leonard Bosack and Sandy Lerner visited more than seventy venture capital firms in search of funding, but were unsuccessful. Finally, the well-known firm Sequoia Capital recognized the potential of Cisco and invested $2.5 million, so $2 million should be enough now.

This investment can also be considered as the highest-return investment for Sequoia Capital, even higher than their investments in Sun Microsystems, Apple Inc., and Oracle Corporation.

"If it wasn't for your and your brother's previous reminders and help, we might not have been able to finish the router so quickly. I'm glad we can have a deeper cooperation with you. Let's consider it and then you can bring your lawyer to formally sign the contract." Leonard Posack said readily.

"No, no, no, Leonard. Friendship is friendship, and business is business. It's better to handle business matters more formally. You should also hire a lawyer who is good at this, and negotiate with the lawyer I bring along. Otherwise, it wouldn't be fair!" Lin Lou didn't want to take advantage of the situation.

"If you temporarily lack the funds to hire a great lawyer, I can lend you the money. However, the choice of which lawyer to hire is still up to you!" They were a bit sentimental in their approach, and in the future, due to not wanting to work with someone they didn't like, Sandeep Lenna gave up his shares, and Leonard Posner chose his wife over the company, ultimately being ousted from Cisco.

Ling Lou can indeed use their flaws to swallow up Cisco, but doing so would be a bit unfair. He only makes money to fulfill his dreams, not to become a slave to money.

"Haha, Lin, you really don't seem like a businessman. If it were a real businessman, they definitely wouldn't say that!" Leonard Posner was somewhat moved.

"Of course, I'm just an architect! I developed CAD software with my brother just to make it easier to draw designs. I support you in developing routers just to make it easier to communicate with customers. As for making money, it's just a side effect," Lin shrugged.

Hmm, I'm not really interested in money. I feel the happiest when I'm holding a fine-tipped pen and sketching on paper. This is not showing off, but the true feelings of Linlou.

Leonard Posack and Sandy Lena were both very confident in partnering with him to start a company, so in just a few days, they, along with a lawyer, negotiated the equity distribution of Cisco Corporation. Linlou invested funds, Leonard Posack and Sandy Lena invested in technology and partial funds, and Linqiao relied on the contributions made in the project to obtain technical shares, also injecting a sum of dividends into the new company.

The lawyer helped them complete the registration of the new company. The first thing after the successful registration was to register the patents for the results they had previously achieved. In the future, the couple did not realize the value of these technologies and sold the patents at an extremely low price, thereby losing control of Cisco. Linlou would naturally not let them make such a mistake again.

"Although I also think this technology is very good, whether it can bring substantial returns like CAD software is really hard to say! But anyway, it's not much money, so just invest it, consider it as helping Professor Posack and them." After this period of training, Lin Qiao was also quite skilled in discussing business matters.

“I feel that the return on this investment will definitely not be lower than when we started Outek Company!” However, the market value of Cisco Company is much higher than Outek Company.

After dealing with this matter, Linlou and Linqiao together handled some work related to the Utok Corporation's listing. It was almost New Year's Day when they finished their trip in the United States and returned to China.

This time back, the school is still very excited, after all, this is the first time an architect from China has won the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects. They want to conduct a large-scale publicity campaign, including lectures and interviews.

Lin Lou refused. After building the Sanggu Stadium for Ulyadi and winning the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, he had already experienced this kind of thing once. It had only been a few months, and he really didn't want to do it over again.

"I have to write several papers recently and I really don't have the time to deal with this, so I'll just forget it. As for news reporting, didn't you already interview before? Just take out the materials and rearrange them, right?"

Hotel manager Zou Liwei also came over. Zou Liwei asked Linlou for a photo of him and Bei Yuming receiving the award on stage, intending to enlarge it and hang it in a prominent place in the hotel. After all, Linlou and Bei Yuming won the award through the Xiangshan Hotel project, and they are also proud of it.

Dismiss them and close the door of Lin Mansion to refuse any visitors. Spent the whole day discussing the renovation of the alley with Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping, Xu Jiaping and others. During Lin Mansion's visit to the US, they had already acquired the alley, with Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, Feng Shaoping, Lin Mita, Hu Zhongping and Xu Jiaping each buying a quadrangle courtyard, the rest of which were all taken care of by Lin Mansion.

Linlou persuaded the city government through Liu Tong's connections, as long as the plan they proposed could convince the relevant departments, they would approve the renovating work for Linlou and others according to the plan.

"Before the Chinese New Year, this will be our main focus! Let's make others who want to work with us wait for a while!" With Linlou's current reputation, we have the right to choose projects.

"I'll start by sharing my thoughts. In the renovation of this alley, we should draw on the characteristics of the southern 'Li Nong' residential layout and the Beijing 'fishbone-style' alley system. We can use the passageway as the framework for organizing several 'entering courtyards' to the north and south, and expanding into different 'crossing courtyards' to the east and west. This approach can break away from the fully enclosed structure of traditional Beijing quadrangle courtyard."

"Previously in Paris, I had a conversation with Mr. Grumbazon Bach and learned about his concept of open community. I think this concept can also be applied to this project. The space between the honest alleys and courtyards is relatively narrow, and if we were to build up walls all around, there would not be enough public space."

"The design that allows for connection between adjacent courtyards encourages new interactions between neighbors, while also reserving plenty of communal and public spaces."

"In terms of architectural form, new attempts can be made locally, but the overall style should maintain the organic unity of the texture of old Beijing, and preserve the continuity of urban context."

"I also strongly agree with Xiaolou's opinion. This time, we are not only renovating a new house for ourselves, but also exploring the direction of renovation in the old city of Beijing. Xu Jiaping continued to be the first to support it. If this exploration is successful, their position in the architectural community will rapidly improve."

At the same time, these suggestions do not hinder them from building their favorite houses. In the old hutongs of the old city, there is indeed no better direction than the courtyard. Following Linlou, who has done so many projects, they understand that architecture is not isolated, but is closely related to the surrounding environment.

The general direction cannot be changed, but there are many places where we can make adjustments in the details. Li Qingxi likes gardening and can create a miniature landscape in his own courtyard, and at the same time, take charge of the landscape design for the entire alley; Feng Shaoping likes to experiment with new technologies and can also incorporate large floor-to-ceiling glass windows in the siheyuan (traditional Chinese courtyard residence)...

Even from faraway in Hong Kong, Hui Man-Piu and Leung Chi-Tin can also participate with their ideas. For example, recently Leung Chi-Tin has been pondering how to incorporate the essence of Chinese classical furniture, simplifying the complexity, and designing new furniture that is more concise, fluent, and filled with Eastern charm.

Perhaps by his own intervention, Liang Zhitian can pave the way for the new Chinese style design earlier than it originally did in history, allowing the new Chinese style decoration to appear in high-end projects sooner.

In addition to these tasks, as mentioned previously to those reporters, Lin is also starting to write papers. He has been slowly researching the information collected in the United States and Paris, finding plenty of evidence to support his arguments. He hopes to finish the article soon and draw the attention of the Planning Committee while the urban planning proposal for Beijing is not yet finalized.

After finishing writing, Lin asked Member Wu to review his work. Member Wu looked at the articles and fell into contemplation, saying, "Your articles are somewhat different from the popular views nowadays."

"However, based on the data you have applied, it is very helpful for urban planning in the rapid urbanization stage! If we proceed with the current planning scheme, it is indeed possible to encounter these problems! But the solutions you have proposed are somewhat different from the urbanization process in the United States!"

"Because the solutions they originally used from history have failed, we certainly cannot fall in the same place they fell before. Otherwise, following the footsteps of advanced countries like the United States would lose its meaning." The United States is really a good example. In many ways, we can learn from the United States.

As time passes and China's development accelerates, the United States is also being left behind. In many areas, China has already taken the lead, leaving the US with no way to catch up.

"And, many of the solutions I proposed have been validated in European and American countries. It's just that there was some inconsistency in timing! Perhaps the problems that emerged in the 1960s only had better solutions by the late 1970s, but based on my experience, I have integrated them together."

"Overall, the quality of these articles is still very high. I will continue to help you submit them. But then again, even if you submit them yourself now, they will still be published," said Commissioner Wu.

In his view, the only drawback of Linlou now is that he is too young. Many people think that his experience is not enough. Once these articles are published, he will have accumulated enough experience in the field of planning and will be able to take on more important responsibilities!

Drinkingly came back, finally managed to catch up.
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"It's time to book tickets again. When is everyone planning to go home?" Before the exam week arrived, Wenxuan started to tally and register train tickets for going home in the dormitory.

"We're still the same, let's go back during the Chinese New Year!" Xing Ruhua had already discussed with Ma Yong and Su Zhongming to continue working part-time at the railway department during the winter vacation.

"After my exam is over, I'll just go back! There's no need to book tickets for me." The exams in the Department of Architecture end slightly earlier than those in other departments. If they were to book tickets all together, they would have to stay at the school for a few more days. Therefore, Zheng Weiming gave up on the school booking tickets for him. After all, the Lin Building has arranged railway department certificates for the entire dormitory, so they can board the train anytime."

"I feel the same way. It's better to go back early. I'm feeling a bit homesick," said Huang Yaxiang. Yin Songming had a similar attitude and neither of them planned to follow the school's schedule.

"Okay, Xiaolou, you must have arranged it yourself, right? Then none of us in the dorm need to book tickets! Wenxuansijia is in Beijing, and Linlou is probably taking a plane back, so Wenxuansi doesn't have to worry about it."

"You guys can still stay in your old rooms! The office keys are still in the same place. You can use the computer to open the door by yourselves. I think I will leave early today, so I won't be accompanying you, but Teacher Xu and Teacher Li are definitely there, so you won't feel bored." Lin handed the room keys to Ma Yong and the others.

"Xuansi, if you want to have a small gathering with your buddies, feel free to use my place. Just clean up before you leave," he said to Wen Xuansi again.

"Hey, I've been wanting to talk to you about this. Let's buy some ingredients and have hot pot in your yard, it will be really fun!" Wenxuan held Linlou's hand and shook it vigorously. "Xiaolou, I won't beat around the bush. Whenever you need anything in the future, just let me know and I'll take care of it right away."

"Xiaolou, do you not need to continue working hard this year?" Others are a little curious. In the past two winter breaks, Linlou had to stay for a period of time before returning. Why is it different this year?

"The things that need to be taken care of are almost done! There's no need to stay in the capital city any longer. I'll go home earlier this year and spend some time with my parents, and have a good Chinese New Year." Now that Otac Company is on the right track, the board of directors have also had their meeting in the United States. As for the architecture firm, they don't plan to take on new business before the New Year. So, why stay here if I'm not going back home?"

"Let's focus on our exams. If you want to study, you can come straight to my place. I'll head over first!" Lin doesn't need to take the exam, so it would be a bit disturbing if he stayed in the dorm at this time.

The exam week is coming soon. My roommates are revising and taking exams nervously every day. After they finish their last exam, Lin Building is also preparing to go home.

But before that, there is one more thing to do. The office is about to go on holiday, so we should have a year-end gathering, just something simple for the staff at the office to celebrate together.

Linlou booked a banquet hall at Xiangshan Hotel, inviting several teachers and employees from Xiangjiang, and the annual meeting began. As usual, the leaders gave their speeches, and Linlou spoke briefly, "Last year, the firm's development was good, focusing on completing contracts for the four projects in Xiangjiang and the design of the new Pierre Cardin flagship store in Paris..."

"At the same time, we have established a good reputation in the industry. Whether it is the mainland or Hong Kong, there are many individuals and organizations that want to collaborate with us. It can be expected that next year's business will only increase, not decrease compared to last year, and everyone's income is also guaranteed! I hope everyone continues to work hard this year..."

"This year the firm has made money, and we have everyone's hard work to thank for it. I have prepared red envelopes for everyone, so please come up and collect them one by one." After saying a few words, they proceeded to the most anticipated part of the event, as Lin distributed red envelopes to the employees based on their positions and contributions from the previous year.

So thick? When several teachers received the red envelopes, their hands were shaking a little. In fact, they have been thinking about this matter these days. The school has given teachers New Year's goods such as hairtail fish and snacks. I don't know if Linden Building will also distribute them. Just seeing that Linden Building has been busy writing papers recently, there is still a bit of doubt in my mind.

However, after receiving the money, everyone stopped talking. The benefits of bringing fish and whatnot are evident when receiving money. Moreover, upon opening the red envelopes, Lin was even more generous than they had expected, as they contained not only Renminbi, but also foreign exchange vouchers.

"Our school may be able to use connections to obtain good items, but I don't have that ability. However, items at Friendship Store do not require receipts. You can directly use foreign exchange coupons to buy things. Nowadays, resources are still in short supply. Having money alone is not enough to buy things, but as long as you have foreign exchange coupons, there is no situation where you can't buy what you want."

For those Hong Kong employees, besides Hong Kong dollars, there are also foreign exchange vouchers. "Although the supply of goods in the Mainland is not as sufficient as in Hong Kong for now, there are actually many good things in Beijing that Hong Kong doesn't have. Tomorrow, you can ask Teacher Xu to take you around and buy some local specialties to take back."

"Nuo, Yalun, this is for you. You did a great job last year, keep up the good work this year. Also, I hope the company can have more staff next year, so that the annual meeting will be more lively!" Since Zhou Yalun's company was just starting out and had few people, he invited them to the annual meeting.

"You can also go with them tomorrow. I have asked Yang Mo to prepare the cars." Lin Lou requested several cars from the Chinese branch of the Autec company, which should be enough to take all these people there.

"Thank you, boss! I will definitely work hard!" Zhou Yalun calculated that with such a hefty red envelope, along with her monthly salary and the bonus for securing the Quick Hard Cement project, if converted to an annual income, it would definitely exceed fifty thousand US dollars. This job change was definitely the right decision. If she had stayed at Optech Company, she wouldn't have such a high income.

"Okay, everyone relax, eat and drink, just don't lose the red packets," Lin said as he came down from the stage and clinked glasses with each of them.

Next, there were performances by talented individuals on stage. The drinkers started playing rock-paper-scissors games, and everyone had a great time. After the annual meeting ended, Lin left first.

First, fly to Shanghai and take a look at the renovation and restoration of Mahler Villa. Then return to Nanjiang City. On the first day back, the atmosphere at the Lin household was even livelier than during the Spring Festival. Colleagues from Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying's units, as well as relatives from the Lin and Jiang families, all came over upon hearing of Lin Lou's return.

The bedroom and living room were filled with people. Some of them arrived late, and even the hallway was blocked. Lin felt firsthand what it meant to have a full house.

I drank a little too much today, but managed to write a bit. I will be treating guests at my place tomorrow, so I probably won't be able to update the next chapter until late. It's hard to update regularly during the Chinese New Year.
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That evening, the visiting guest alone consumed around 20 catties of sunflower seeds and drank around 10 pots of water. Fortunately, Lin Shengbin was considered a somewhat respectable official, and had good relationships with his colleagues who were willing to assist, otherwise it would have been quite challenging to gather so many items.

It was past eleven o'clock at night when the crowd finally dispersed, and then we spent another hour tidying up the house. Once we finished cleaning, the three of us collapsed from exhaustion, climbed into bed, and fell asleep in one breath, sleeping through until the next morning.

Before they could leave, the leaders from the bureau arrived again. Upon entering, they vigorously shook Lin's hand and exclaimed, "Oh, Xiao Lin, if it weren't for you, we wouldn't have been able to sell bicycles to Uluudi. You really helped us a lot this year. Because of this, the city and provincial governments have commended our bureau several times!"

Through Lin's recommendation, Lin Shengbin established a relationship with the Urudin Ambassador to China. He sent several bicycles for them to inspect. A few months later, the bicycles were performing well, so the Urudin Ambassador took the lead in introducing a batch. If the response in Urudin is good, he will continue importing more.

After all, importing bicycles from China is much cheaper than importing from Europe and America, and Urudi is a country that really needs bicycles. If Chinese bicycles can fully replace the brands from Europe and America, it would be a great thing for both countries.

Urudi has saved valuable funds, and China can build a good relationship with Urudi through this transaction, while also earning a substantial amount of foreign exchange from Urudi, which can be said to be a win-win situation.

"Although our province is close to the sea and has very advantageous natural conditions with excellent natural harbors, our province's industry is not very developed. In the past, most of the exports were minerals, agricultural products, and other raw materials, with few industrial exports. This trade can be said to be the largest industrial export for our province since the founding of the country," the director said with a happy face.

Because of this matter, they have been praised several times by the city and provincial authorities. Lin Shengbin, who single-handedly brought about this matter, has also been promoted and became a bona fide deputy department-level cadre. In addition, the city also plans to give him more responsibilities. He is only in his early forties this year, and his future prospects can be said to be very promising.

"I'm just here to facilitate and connect the dots. The key is still the excellent professional quality of our unit. The products from Nanjiang Bicycle Factory are of superior quality. As long as we continue to maintain the current quality, I believe that the future orders will only increase. Linlou is not worried that the bicycle factory will engage in any deceitful behaviors, which might result in a decline in the quality of the bicycles produced."

Nowadays, every transaction that can earn foreign exchange is worth the personal attention of the senior leaders. State-owned enterprises are political entities, so there should not be any problems with them. They should be more alert to other bicycle manufacturers. If these people find the Urdi Ambassador to China and try to undercut the price to take away this business, it would be somewhat difficult to handle.

However, this is not something that Lin Lou needs to worry about. He chatted with a few leaders, and before they left, the journalist Jia Xin, who had interviewed him before, also arrived.

"Lin, you've really outdone yourself this year! Winning a major award overseas and bringing honor to our country! This needs to be reported extensively. If you have the time, I would like to conduct an exclusive interview with you!" Compared to last time, Jia Xin's attitude and address towards Lin has become very polite.

This is also true. People like Lin Lou have appeared on the CCTV news program, being interviewed by a reporter from a city-level newspaper is definitely a great opportunity. In fact, the newspaper had originally planned to arrange for a more senior reporter to come for the interview. Jia Xin was able to take on this task mainly because of his previous relationship with Lin Lou.

If the article is well-written, it can bring a lot of benefits for this year's bonus and future job title evaluations. After greeting Linlou, he started praising Lin Shengbin, "Mr. Lin, it's truly remarkable that you've raised such a talented child!"

Upon hearing this, Lin Shengbin's expression became a little conflicted. Ever since Lin Lou appeared on CCTV last time, when he went out for social events, people often introduced him as "this is Lin Lou's father...".

Then the person who heard it immediately showed a surprised look, and eagerly grabbed his hand to shake it vigorously. Immediately, he began to inquire about how to educate children. Before long, "Lin's father" replaced "Lin Chu" and became Lin Shengbin's new label.

Regarding this, Lin Shengbin has mixed feelings. He is happy to have a child like this, but feels stifled by the fact that Lin Louru's influence has surpassed his own. "I'm only in my forties. Can't I be considered successful among my peers? Do I have to bear this title for decades?"

If Lin Lou knew about this, he would probably be even happier. It's fortunate that the relationship between Lin Qiao and Ottoke Corporation hasn't been known in the country yet, otherwise Lin Shengbin's title would change from "father of Lin Lou" to "father of Lin Qiao" again.

Several leaders in the bureau witnessed this scene and felt quite envious. Although they have also been in the media many times, they have never enjoyed the treatment of an exclusive interview.

Lin Lou knew it was not good to refuse this matter, after all, it was the media from his hometown. So, he cooperated with Jia Xinwen and accepted the interview, giving measured responses to his questions.

From the international competition for the Hong Kong Peak Club project, speaking of the bidding for the construction assistance of Uruddi, and finally mentioning winning the gold prize at the Venice Architecture Biennale with the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin.

Listening to the crowd all excited and longing for it, nowadays, China really needs such feats to inspire the people; the reason why the Chinese women's volleyball team is so popular is because they have stood on the international championship podium, proving to the people of the country that Chinese people can also stand on the world's highest podium.

The future Chinese athletes defeated all their opponents and won the championship. The Chinese audience in front of the television will certainly feel excited for them, but not as crazy as when the Chinese women's volleyball team won the championship!

After all, at this point, the Chinese people have gradually gained confidence and don't need to rely on gold medals to boost their morale anymore! Of course, if the Chinese men's football team were to win the World Cup, that would be another matter, but it's almost impossible.

After the interview, Linlou was still very busy. Every day, many people came to visit him at his home. After a few days, he couldn't stand it and had to run back to his hometown to hide.

At the same time, Gu Weimin and Liu Tong, two old acquaintances, attended an important meeting together. The theme of this meeting was about bidding for the Asian Games. "Comrades, the higher authorities have decided to officially bid for the 1990 Asian Games this year. Today, we will mainly discuss the preparations that need to be made!"

It's already past 10 o'clock when I got home again. I finally managed to write the update before midnight. Tomorrow's update will probably be posted in the evening.
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"Years ago, when General He was the head of the Sports Committee, he mentioned the hope of organizing a large-scale international sports event. A few years ago, Comrade Xi Xian also discussed with boxing champion Ali, saying that China would definitely apply to host the Olympics in the future. However, from the current situation, the conditions for hosting the Olympics are not yet ripe."

"Since the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee proposed to shift the focus of work to the construction of socialist modernization and implement the decision of reform and opening up in 1978, China's social and economic development has been continuous, which also gave us confidence to host the Asian Games."

"Meanwhile, the bid for the Asian Games is also a rehearsal for the Olympics. If we can host the Asian Games successfully, then bidding for the Olympics will be a natural progression.”

"To win the bid for hosting the Asian Games, merely submitting an application is not enough. We must be well-prepared in terms of funding, venues, and supporting facilities. Especially now, we are facing a strong competitor, Hiroshima in Japan. They are planning to submit an application as well, using the 400th anniversary of the founding of Hiroshima and the 45th anniversary of the city's exposure to atomic bomb as their reasons."

"Japan is a developed country with a strong economic power, and has a successful experience of hosting the Olympics. In order to defeat such an opponent and win the right to host the 1990 Asian Games, we must be fully prepared!"

"This is the first time that China has hosted a large-scale comprehensive sports event between continents. Just a few years after the reform and opening up, China is going to hold such a large-scale sports event. There are both opportunities and challenges. This is an opportunity for China to showcase its image as a major country, demonstrate the achievements of reform and opening up, and further expand the successful practice of reform and opening up. It is an opportunity to show the development of China to the world."

"However, there are also many difficulties and challenges; therefore, in today's meeting, everyone should speak freely and summarize the work that needs to be done in advance." After emphasizing this point, it was the turn for the other attendees to speak.

The representatives participating in the meeting are also very excited. This is the biggest event in the sports world since the founding of New China. Being able to participate in this work is also very honorable for them. They are all enthusiastic and actively speaking, expressing their opinions on various aspects such as the bidding process, project setting, and fundraising.

Since hosting a large-scale sports competition requires the construction of venues and supporting facilities, some have raised the issue, "Given the current economic situation in our country, it may not be very realistic to rebuild a main stadium for the Asian Games. Therefore, it should continue to use the Workers Stadium as the main venue for the Asian Games."

"The Workers' Stadium has been built for almost 24 years, and many parts have become old and damaged; moreover, sports venues have been continuously updated and replaced in the past 20 years. In order to allow athletes to compete better and the media to broadcast better, the stadium must be renovated."

The Workers' Stadium in Beijing is one of the "Top Ten Buildings" in Beijing during the 10th anniversary of the founding of New China. It was officially completed in August 1959 and consists of main buildings and ancillary venues.

The current Workers' Stadium is not as large as those in later years. The construction area is only 42,000 square meters, and the layout is circular with only 15,000 seats. The diameter of the playing field is 39.9 meters, with the main tribune, press and referee stands on both sides, and it can host competitions for sports like handball, basketball, volleyball, and table tennis.

In fact, this stadium was originally built for the 26th World Table Tennis Championships in 1961. It is suitable for holding some small-scale matches, but it is far from enough to host large-scale events such as the Asian Games.

So this proposal immediately garnered unanimous approval from the participants, "Yes, the stadium must be renovated. Otherwise, we wouldn't even have a standard soccer field or a track for competitions to be held."

However, it's easy to raise the question, but it's difficult to solve it. How should the Workers' Stadium be renovated? Who will propose the plan, and how much money will it cost? Where will the money come from? These are all difficult issues to resolve.

"In addition to the sports stadium, there is also the Asian Games Village. According to the information I have seen, the Olympic Games have the Olympic Village, and the Asian Games also have the Asian Games Village. These are specifically for the athletes to rest during the games, so it is necessary to estimate the number of athletes, coaches, referees, and so on participating in the games, and then build the Asian Games Village based on these data."

"Based on the experience of previous Asian Games, even if the Workers' Stadium is renovated, it will not be able to meet the needs of all the competition events. We still need to build new small-scale sports venues for sports such as handball, basketball, volleyball, and other events. Additionally, do we need to build new venues for water sports? Who will be responsible for the design and construction of these venues?"

"In my opinion, since so many sports venues need to be renovated and newly built, they should meet the international advanced standards, ideally according to the requirements for bidding to host the Olympic Games. Otherwise, after spending a lot of money to renovate them, if we find out that these sports venues do not meet the requirements of the Olympic Games when preparing to bid for the Olympics in a few years, wouldn't that be a waste of money?"

"Yes, this opinion is very important! Although we currently do not have the strength to bid for the Olympics, we should set the successful hosting of the Olympics as our goal in our work, and not just be content with hosting the Asian Games!" The leader expressed appreciation.

But a new problem has arisen. The turmoil has only just ended, and there has been a lack of communication with foreign countries. So, how should we design and build more advanced sports venues, and where can we find people who understand these issues?

Find an architect from abroad to help with the design and construction. Aside from whether we have the funds or not, there is a mental barrier to overcome. The sports stadium used for the Olympics in Japan was designed by Kenzo Tange. Previously, sports stadiums in countries like India and Japan were designed by their own architects for the Asian Games as well.

If when China hosts the Asian Games, they have to invite foreign architects to help with the design, I'm afraid everyone would feel a little uncomfortable, right? It's not that we don't have anyone in China, right?

By the time China hosted the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, the country's economy was more prosperous and people's minds were more open. When Herzog & de Meuron won the bid to design the Bird's Nest, hardly anyone had anything to say, but it's not the case now.

"Who was the architect that designed the Workers' Stadium? How about inviting him to come up with a renovation plan?" The first reaction from everyone was to invite the original architect to take charge.

"The main stadium of the Workers' Stadium was designed by Comrade Ouyang Chan from the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design. Comrade Ouyang graduated from the Department of Architecture at Beiyang University and has been working at the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design since the founding of the People's Republic of China. In addition to the Workers' Stadium, Comrade Ouyang also designed projects such as the Jishuitan Hospital in Beijing, the Chinese People's Revolutionary Military Museum, the Central Broadcasting Station, and the Beijing Radio Drama Theater."

"The worker's gymnasium next to it was designed by Xiong Mingxiong, I remember Xiong Mingxiong was only 26 years old at that time; The worker's gymnasium adopts a cable-stayed structure, which was inspired by the 1957 Brussels World Expo in Belgium. Countries participating in the exhibition built temporary pavilions, and the roof of the American pavilion was a cable-stayed structure, suspended by iron cables to support a semi-transparent canopy, which was actually made of plastic and very light."

Xiongong saw this information in a foreign architectural magazine and proposed to also build a suspension structure; because the stadium is oval, the gymnasium is made round, all are curves, with changes, can form a harmonious echo; after seeing Xiongong's plan, He Shuai was very satisfied and patted Xiongong on the shoulder and said, "Young man, you are quite capable."

"So, next time for the group discussion, please invite Comrade Ouyang and Comrade Xiong to participate in the meeting, and also invite all the influential architects in Beijing to come over! Let's discuss the renovation and construction of the venue." The instructions were given by the leader.

A few days later, when it was time for group discussions, architects from various design units and universities in Beijing gathered together to discuss the construction of the venue.

"Teacher Ouyang and Teacher Xiong, you two are the designers of the old venue. If it needs renovations, I'm afraid we still have to rely on your opinions!" Everyone thinks it's better to have one person in charge, so it's better to let the two of them take the responsibility.

"Applying to host the Asian Games is a great event for bringing glory to the country. I will definitely not shirk my responsibilities. However, I haven't been involved in the design of sports venues much since the Workers' Stadium. My knowledge may be a bit outdated, and I'm worried that I won't do a good job in completing this task," Ouyang Can said with some anxiety.

"After the Workers' Gymnasium, although I also did the design for the Capital Gymnasium, I haven't worked on stadium design for many years! The same goes for Xiong Ming. In recent years, the country has been relatively unstable, and there hasn't been much demand for the construction of large sports venues. He hasn't had the opportunity to showcase his skills either."

"If I were to be responsible for the renovation of the venue, I would need to study the data for a period of time and learn from the advanced design experience of sports venues abroad. Because Xiong Ming has experience in designing sports venues, he knows that this is not just a matter of appearance, but functionality is equally important."

He encountered multiple problems when designing the Workers' Stadium and the Capital Indoor Stadium. The design of the Workers' Stadium used a cable-stayed structure, the key to this technology lies in the anchor head of the iron cable, which is kept secret by the Americans.

China had built suspension bridges in the past, so he went to the Fengtai Bridge Factory to study the construction of anchorages with his comrades. He also collaborated with the Comprehensive Structure Research Institute of the Ministry of Construction and finally decided to use a concrete ring beam to anchor the head, fixed on the outer ring and two rings above and below the center. The lighting and speakers are also hung on the ring beam, like a bright halo.

Taking into account the impact of air conditioning on sports events, engineer Wang Shanguo from the Heating, Ventilation and Drainage Research Institute of the Ministry of Construction, jointly developed the "High-Speed Nozzle Air Supply Air Conditioning System."

Set up air outlets below the top beam of the roof, blowing out air at a high speed until it reaches the edge of the field. Meanwhile, some air inlets are made on the grandstand, so the wind is sucked in here; therefore, it is cool on the grandstand, there is no wind on the field, and the athletes are relatively hot, but it will not affect the game.

Compared with the approach of Xiong Gong, some foreigners find it easier to deal with wind issues. When it comes to competitions, if the wind direction is favorable to their own athletes, they will blow the wind in that direction, which is something that Koreans like to do the most.

During the design of the Capital Gymnasium, Xiong Gong designed the first domestic steel grid structure building in China. The span of the grid structure can be larger, and once it is erected, it will not fall off regardless of temperature changes or sliding caused by earthquakes.

At the same time, it has also created activity floors, activity stands, and activity ice surfaces, using the steel mesh structure to adjust the wind force, so that the site always remains in a wind-free state, without affecting the athletes' competitions, and other innovative designs.

"When we were designing the sports venue, we did not consider the needs for television broadcasting. It is certain that the Asian Games will be internationally broadcasted; now that renovations are required, these issues must be taken into consideration. My experience in this aspect is relatively lacking," Xiong Ming modestly said.

He is an expert in the field of domestic sports venue design, and has always been known for his daring innovation. Now even he and Ouyang Can dare not guarantee, let alone other architects.

"Are there any talents in our country who are familiar with sports venue design? I think the sports venues in Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Changsha are designed very well." The leader frowned.

"There are indeed quite a few other architects in the country who are familiar with sports venue design, but like me, they are all relatively old and haven't been involved in this kind of design work for some time, so they definitely need to learn! There are only a few architects familiar with this field in the country, and I have had some dealings with them in the past," Ouyang Can immediately made a judgment.

"Mr. Ouyang's remarks are right, but it seems like someone has been left out!" Xiong Ming then thought of a suitable candidate, "You should remember that last year, our country assisted in building the national stadium for Uludi in Africa, right? The design plan for this stadium actually incorporates quite a few advanced concepts!"

"Oh? Who is the architect of this design? Is he here today?" The leader inquired immediately.

"It's Lin Lou, a comrade from our architecture department at Tsinghua," Xiong Ming said. "He didn't come this year."

"The comrade is exactly what we need. Why wasn't he invited over?" The leader was a bit dissatisfied. It was so hard to find someone who could solve the problem, so why didn't he show up?

"Leader, it's like this, Lin is only a junior this year and hasn't graduated yet! Since the level of this meeting is relatively high, that's why he wasn't invited!" Liu Tong explained immediately.

"Oh? Xiaoliu, you seem quite familiar with the situation of classmate Linlou?" The leader, upon learning that Linlou is only a junior, was also quite curious. "Come on, tell us about Linlou's situation."

Although he is almost fifty years old, Liu Tong did not mind being called "Xiao Liu" by the senior leader at all. He immediately began to report, "I have worked with Linlou on the Xiangshan Hotel project before!"

Finally caught up. I will work hard and see if I can post a chapter later. Even if I can, it will be quite late. So let's all read it tomorrow. I'll put a photo of the Workers' Stadium in the bonus chapter for everyone to see.
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"Lin Lou played an important role in the Xiangshan Hotel project. Last year, he and Mr. Bei Yuming won the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects. Prior to that, he also won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale in Italy. Although this award has been established not so long ago, it is a very important award in the international architecture industry."

In addition to these, Lin Lou also won the first prize in the international architectural design competition for the Hong Kong Peak Club project, designed a new office building for the Shanghai Youth League Committee, and a new library for Linzhou University. He was also the first to design a teaching building for Houku Middle School, and the world's first project entirely designed using computer software.

Liu Tong recounted Lin Lou's glorious achievements one by one, and finally commented, "Although Lin Lou is young, he can be said to be one of the most outstanding young architects emerging in the country at present. He is also one of the rare Chinese architects who have gained international recognition. Renowned world-class architects such as I. M. Pei and Arata Isozaki have personally praised him."

"And Uludi National Stadium project was won by Lin Lou in the bidding process, defeating the French architect. Both the exterior design and the functional division are quite impressive," Gu Weimin added on the side. "Right now, the focus is on discussing the Asian Games venues, so this is the key point."

"Haha, this is the result of the restoration of the college entrance examination! After years of development, the new generation of talents has gradually emerged, right?" The leader was very pleased after hearing this. "Why didn't we invite Lin Lou to the preparatory meeting back then? He has experience in designing stadiums, and such talent is exactly what we need!"

"I asked at that time too, but isn't it winter vacation now? Lin has already gone back to his hometown, even if we notify him now, he wouldn't be able to make it in time. I will definitely invite him to the next meeting." Liu Tong apologized repeatedly.

Then he took out a thick stack of drawings and said, "I've asked the few teachers who previously collaborated with him to bring over the drawings. They all went to Uludiri with him and are waiting outside now. Let's look at the drawings first, and if there are any questions, we can bring them in to help explain."

Liu Tong is the major steward of the Beijing Municipal Government, he is efficient in handling tasks. He pays attention to details that the leaders have thought of and even those they haven't thought of, to ensure all aspects are well-prepared.

These preparations may not be necessary, but it's better than being unprepared when the leader asks. Sure enough, when the leader saw the drawings and heard that the person had arrived, he became even more pleased, "Good, good, let's take a look at the drawings first."

Liu Tong distributed the drawings. Several leaders were looking at the renderings, while the architecture experts were looking at the design drawings. Both groups found the works of Linlou to be very innovative.

"Xiao Lin's design is much more reasonable than mine, using materials more efficiently, and the functional zoning is also more reasonable!" Ouyang Can didn't feel embarrassed at all about being surpassed by Lin.

"This is a standard sports stadium, and it is the second-generation sports stadium at the international advanced level!" Xiong Ming felt proud of his alma mater for producing such an outstanding junior fellow.

"Oh? What does 'second generation sports stadium' mean?" This phrase caught the attention of the senior leader, and he asked curiously.

Xiong Ming has always been interested in sports architecture, and he specifically looked up a lot of information before the meeting, so he is quite clear about the classification of sports venues. He immediately explained, "This is the classification of sports venues in the architectural community of Europe and America. Currently, it is mainly divided into the first generation and the second generation."

"The first-generation sports venues were characterized by crude facilities and a single function, such as the sports arenas in the Roman era. Due to the lack of television, the audience mostly watched the games live, so the quality requirements for the facilities were not very high at that time."

The second generation of venues, due to the emergence of live television broadcasts, takes into account factors such as the installation of lighting, journalist and news facilities, all electronic measurement and display devices for announcing champion names and results to the world, and computer equipment. In addition, with the decrease in on-site audiences, the demand for seat comfort and environmental requirements has increased.

"The design of this generation's venues is more flexible, capable of hosting various activities. The newly built sports stadiums around the world fall into this category. The original Workers' Stadium belonged to the first generation, and now, if we want to renovate it, it has to meet the standards of at least the second generation of sports venues in order to meet the needs of the Asian Games."

"You can say that setting the direction for the renovation of the Workers Stadium is equivalent to the second-generation stadium's specific standards. How should we renovate in order to meet these standards? Xiong Ming's explanation is still too brief, only indicating the general direction but not detailed enough to directly guide the renovation design."

"I only looked at some information, so I'm not very clear on the details," Xiong Ming said. Fortunately, Li Qingxi and the others were already waiting outside, so Liu Tong called them in to explain.

“From the perspective of functional division, the specifications, stands, large screens, lounges, and press seats of the competition venues of the second-generation stadium have already reached relatively unified results. The National Stadium of Ulludi was designed according to these standards..." Li Qingxi pointed to the drawings and told them the details of the standards for every part of the stadium.

"The central area is a standard football field, which can be used for football matches, rugby matches, and other large-scale competitions, as well as track and field events such as javelin throwing. Surrounding the football field is a running track to accommodate running, race walking, and other track events. Between the football field and the track, there are areas for hosting smaller-scale track and field events such as long jump, high jump, and shot put."

"Next is the audience area, which includes the stands for regular audience and the boxes for VIPs, as well as the stage for award ceremonies. There are also dedicated press seats, surrounded by various facilities for interviews and filming, to allow them to work more conveniently."

"Around the audience seats, toilets, convenience stores, and other supporting facilities should be added to solve the problems they may encounter while watching the game. At the same time, considering that people with disabilities will also come to watch sports events, and there are even Paralympic Games specifically for people with disabilities, so the design of the stands and toilets should also consider these needs."

"Athletes' accommodations include rest areas, locker rooms, showers, massage rooms, medical rooms, toilets, check-in areas, practice rooms, meeting rooms, etc. The passages for athletes and referees entering the stadium are separated from the passages for spectators, and the functional areas are also separated from the spectator stands, allowing them to prepare for the game without interference."

"There are also office buildings, including guard rooms, duty rooms, referee rooms, press rooms, and other offices, etc., to meet the needs of these personnel."

"The technical equipment rooms include broadcast rooms, control rooms, lighting control rooms, scoring and timing equipment rooms, ventilation and air conditioning rooms, pump rooms, equipment storage rooms, etc., to meet the needs of events and broadcasts."

"When dividing these functional zones, we need to ensure both convenience and meet the needs of fire protection and personnel evacuation. At the same time, the design of pedestrian flow lines varies."

These things sound complicated, but it's easier to understand them with the help of the drawings. Some of these standards can still meet the needs of the workers' stadium, but most of them are outdated and really need to be renovated.

"With the design drafts provided by classmate Xiaolin, we finally know which direction to make changes in and what standards to meet!" Several experienced architects relaxed.

But the senior leader still has doubts, "It seems that the Worker's Stadium has to undergo major renovations, can this be achieved? Wouldn't it be more expensive to rebuild a new one in another location than to renovate it on site?"

"The renovation of large sports stadiums has many international precedents; when designing this stadium in Uludi, classmate Lin gave us the example of San Siro Stadium in Milan, Italy. This stadium was initially designed with a simple rectangular interface, supported by four typical English-style pillar structures. It underwent several renovations, increasing the number of stands, transforming it from the original first-generation sports stadium to the current second-generation stadium."

Based on the content of the drawings, the biggest change we need to make is to increase the number of stands to meet the needs of more spectators. The foundation of the Workers' Stadium is already very solid, and although detailed calculations have not yet been made, the initial assessment is that it would be far cheaper to renovate the stadium than to build a new one," Ouyang Can, who designed the Workers' Stadium, said, pointing to the drawings of the project.

"The modifications involved in the function zoning are even fewer than adding new stands, and these can also be accomplished." With ready-made examples, everyone has a clearer direction and becomes more enthusiastic in their speeches.

But all these are just theoretical discussions without Lin Lou present. It is not quite appropriate. After chatting for a while, the leader also had some ideas and said, "Since that's the case, let's give Mr. Lin Lou the title of consultant. Next time we have a meeting, let's have him join the discussion as well!"

"Xiao Liu, since you have had dealings with classmate Linlou, can you check what date we will have our next meeting? Can he make it back from his hometown?" This task is entrusted to Liu Tong.

"According to the schedule, it should be the sixth day of the new year, and the university hasn't started yet! But I'll give him a call and ask him to come over earlier," Liu Tong agreed.

After the meeting, he got the phone number for Lin Shengbin's office from Li Qingxi and dialed it directly. "Hello, may I speak to Comrade Lin Shengbin from the Nanjiang Foreign Trade Bureau, the father of Lin Lou, who is studying at the architecture department of Tsinghua University?"

"Yes, it's me. May I ask who is calling?" Upon hearing this, Lin Shengbin felt a bit gloomy. When will I be able to rid myself of this title?

"I am Liu Tong from the Beijing Municipal Government Office. Hmm, our units shouldn't have much intersection, right? Why are you calling me?" Before Lin Shengbin could ask, Liu Tong explained, "The central government has decided to officially apply to the Olympic Council of Asia to host the 1990 Asian Games this year, and now I am specially inviting Mr. Lin's unit to serve as an advisor to the Asian Games application committee."

What's going on? The Asian Games want to ask for help from our Xiaolou? Upon hearing this, Lin Shengbin was a bit confused; although it has not been officially announced yet, the news about China's intention to apply for the Asian Games has already spread. Officials at his level should have some knowledge, but he completely did not associate this with Xiaolou.

However, Lin Shengbin is still aware of the status of the Asian Games. This is the first time that China has hosted a large international multi-sport event. If he can contribute to it, it will definitely bring great benefits to the future of Lin Building.

So he agreed without hesitation to replace Linlou. "Being able to participate in such an important national mission is an honor for Xiaolou. When do I need to report? If time is tight, I'll go back home now and let him go to Beijing!"

"Thank you for your support for our work, but there's no need to be in such a hurry. After all, we still have the New Year to celebrate! You can just let Lin to go to Beijing every other week." If the meeting is on Saturday, they should at least arrive a day in advance, just in case there are any unexpected circumstances.

"After Linlou confirms the itinerary, he can give me a call, and I will help him arrange the train tickets. The country's finances are tight right now, and the advisors are not getting paid. However, the travel expenses will definitely be reimbursed. Considering the tight availability of train tickets during the Spring Festival, I'm worried that Linlou might not be able to buy them, so Liu Tong has taken over this task as well."

"Don't worry, I'll make sure he goes on the fourth day!" The leader said the meeting would be on the sixth day, and Liu Tong changed it to the fifth day. When it came to Lin Shengbin, it was moved up one more day. As for the train ticket matters, he didn't mention it. Lin Lou now goes home by plane, and even if he needs to buy a ticket, he has Qi Baocheng's connections. There's no need to trouble others.

"No need to be so anxious. Stay at home for a few more days. There will be plenty to keep you busy when he comes back," Liu Tong said a few more words before hanging up the phone.

Lin Shengbin held the microphone in a daze, listening to the beep sound for a long time without thinking to hang up. This is the Asian Games, and the Beijing Municipal Government actually called to invite Xiaolou? Xiaolou has really made a name for himself!

Although Linlou has previously won international awards and appeared in the prime-time news of CCTV, in Lin Shengbin's heart, all of this is far less important than participating in the bidding for the Asian Games. This is a major national event! The whole country is looking forward to it!

"Lao Lin, do you have anything to do right now? If not, let's have a quick meeting to discuss how to organize the upcoming group gathering in a few days." He was only awakened when the director entered.

"There's a little thing, I have to go back to my hometown!" Lin Shengbin stood up suddenly, "Just received a call from Beijing, they want my family's Xiao Lou to be the consultant for the 1990 Asian Games Application Committee! I have to go back and tell them!"

"The consultant for the Asian Games!" This kid from the Lin family is really impressive! The director immediately gave his consent, "This is a big deal, you need to hurry back! Take my car and go! Hey, I might as well go down with you!"

Oh, when will the days of drinking every day come to an end!
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From November 19th to December 4th last year, the Chinese delegation participated in the 9th Asian Games held in New Delhi, India, winning a total of 61 gold medals, 51 silver medals, and 41 bronze medals. China's gold medal count surpassed that of the previous top-ranking Japan, marking the first time China has taken the number one spot in the history of the Asian Games.

Chinese athlete Zhu Jianhua, who set the world's best high jump record this year, was named the only best athlete of this year's Asian Games. It's been just over two months since these events, and people still remember them vividly.

The Asian Games has thus become a highly anticipated term. In the context of later generations, it could be described as a hot topic of the year. Therefore, when the director heard that Linlou had become a consultant for the Asian Games application committee, he was quite excited, and also had a sense of pride.

This is also due to the current environment. Nowadays, people in a unit all live in the same compound. Many children grow up together, so their relationship is much closer than that of colleagues in future generations. Therefore, in his eyes, Linlou is like his own younger relatives. Now that the younger generation has achieved success, it is naturally worth celebrating.

"Xiao Chen, go prepare a portion of the New Year goods for the upcoming group visit." The director whispered to his secretary, "Also, inform Lao Duan and Lao Qu about the group visit discussion tomorrow... oh no, in the afternoon. I need to visit Sheng Bin's hometown."

Halfway there, Lin Shengbin suddenly remembered that he hadn't informed Jiang Yunying yet. He hurried into the communication room at the unit, called Nanjiang University, and then went to catch the car. Just then, he happened to see the secretary of the bureau chief stuffing a bunch of things into the trunk.

"Director, what's this for?" Lin Shengbin hurriedly declined, didn't we already receive the annual goods earlier? Why are you giving me more stuff?

"Haha, applying for the Asian Games is a great thing. We are far from Beijing and can't help much, but since Xiaolou has been chosen as a consultant, let's consider it as our unit's contribution." The director spoke eloquently, managing to link this to supporting China's bid for the Asian Games.

Lin Shengbin declined for a while, but seeing the director's firm attitude, he stopped insisting. After all, there were always surplus preparations for the annual group worship, and taking some for himself wouldn't deprive others of anything.

The car sped all the way, and the director kept talking, "Ah, last year I saw the news that our country won so many gold medals. I thought, if one day, we could see our athletes win gold medals, play the national anthem, and raise the national flag right at our doorstep, how beautiful would that be? I didn't expect to have the chance so soon."

"Not too fast, even if the application is successful, it will still be in 1990, there is still seven years to go!" Lin Shengbin's smile on his face could not be concealed at all. This is such a glorious thing, it has actually fallen on my child's head.

Time really flies. It feels slow when you think about it, but when you realize it, it's actually fast. I remember being transferred to our bureau in 1971, and now over ten years have passed in the blink of an eye. I'm also close to retirement! I just hope my health holds up so I can go to Beijing to watch the Asian Games when the time comes! With that, the bureau chief also sighed with emotion.

"Your body seems to be in great shape! In the last basketball match at the office, you scored a lot more points than I did!" Lin Shengbin certainly wouldn't make that kind of mistake.

"Hahaha, that's because you guys made me! If it's a real fight, I'm afraid I'd be down in the first round! Forget it, forget it, let's not talk about this! I'll ask Xiaolou later what we can do to help with the Asian Games! If there's even a little bit, it's our duty to help!"

Their generation's patriotism is beyond doubt. Faced with such a major event, no one is willing to just be a bystander and everyone is willing to contribute to the Asian Games.

When we arrived at Qianhu Village, the car stopped in front of the Lin's house. Lin and his grandparents had already heard the sound and came out. They were a little puzzled. It's still a few days before the Spring Festival, why did you come back so early? And where's my mom? How come you're the only one who came back?

"Uncle, auntie, I've come to wish you both a Happy New Year! Wishing you both good health and all the best!" The director handled everything properly, and after getting out of the car, he first greeted the two elderly people, and then asked the driver to bring the New Year goods from the trunk.

After a brief refusal from the two elderly people, they accepted the items under Lin Shengbin's gaze, and quickly served tea and melon seeds to the bureau chief. It was then that Lin Shengbin explained the reason for his early return, "It's like this, just now Comrade Liu Tong from Beijing called me..."

"Oh, Director Liu, we collaborated on the Xiangshan Hotel project before!" This is good news. Now he is in charge of renovating the sports venues for the Asian Games. Perhaps in the future, he will be able to design the Olympic venues. If he can win the bid for the main stadium of the 2008 Beijing Olympics, I will have no regrets in this lifetime. In Lin's view, this achievement is far more meaningful than winning the Pritzker Prize.

"I told you, why were you suddenly transferred to that position as a consultant? I guess Director Liu recommended you during the meeting. Don't disappoint his expectations. You must perform well after you go there," Lin Shengbin urged, guessing the ins and outs of the matter.

"Xiaolou, if you have the time, you can call Director Liu and see if there is anything we can do for the Asian Games," the bureau chief said earnestly, looking at Linlou.

This, there are many things that ordinary people can do. Lin remembers that due to financial difficulties, in order to host this Asian Games well, from central leaders to the masses, from retired elderly to children in kindergartens, including millions of Chinese people in Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, and overseas Chinese donated money and goods for the Asian Games.

Literary and art figures are also unwilling to fall behind. Rock singer Cui Jian, Yu Opera master Chang Xiangyu, Peking Opera master Zhang Junqiu, patriotic singer Zhang Mingmin and others have successively held charity shows to raise funds for the Asian Games...

"I will definitely convey your kind intention, and if there is a suitable opportunity, I will certainly inquire for you. In the future, the company will definitely call for donations from you all. Your contributions will also be a part of the success of the Asian Games."

"We've agreed on this, so I definitely want to go and see it in person when the time comes!" The director took this matter seriously.

"Xiaolou, this matter is quite significant. Why don't you head to Beijing sooner? They said they would go on the fifth day of the new year, but they must have already started getting busy by now. We can't afford to lag behind!" The old man definitely felt sorry for his grandson and wanted him to stay at home for a few more days, but upon hearing this, he immediately disregarded those thoughts.

He doesn't understand what the Asian Games are, but from the conversation just now, he has already heard that this is a national event, which must not be taken lightly. At the same time, he is also proud that his grandson can contribute to the national event.

"Grandpa, it's okay. I can definitely make it in time if I go on the 5th." Linlou knew that the renovation of the Workers Stadium wouldn't start until 1986, so there was still three years to go. There was no rush at all.

Grandpa still wanted to urge him to go over earlier, but he finally managed to persuade him. Grandma had already prepared dinner over there and was about to bring it out when she heard the sound of a car outside.

When I went out, I saw that Jiang Yunying had also returned, and not only her, Jia Xinwen also came along. I asked and found out that Jia Xinwen's previous article was very popular, so he came to interview again today. Since Lin Lou was not at home, he ran to Nanjiang University to find Jiang Yunying and coincidentally overheard Lin Shengbin's phone call.

He was so happy this time. The Asian Games, what big news! If he could get some information from Lin Lou, the next article would definitely be even more popular. So he quickly persuaded Jiang Yunying to come back. Jiang Yunying was also excited, so she borrowed a car from the school and rushed back, coincidentally catching dinner.

"Xiaolou, is our country really planning to bid for the Asian Games? Do you know any details? Can you tell me about it? Also, what aspect of the work were you responsible for in the past? The design of the Asian Games main venues?" Jia Xin took out a pen and paper, and without even taking a sip of water, she bombarded Xiaolou with a series of questions.

"I just received the news! The specific situation is still unclear!" Lin shrugged, "And even if this is true, it hasn't been announced by the country. It doesn't seem convenient for you to write an article about it, right?"

Oops, I forgot about this. Jia Xin works in the media and is always well-informed. He definitely knows that the country has not officially announced the bid for the Asian Games. At least, there is no news on the central media. Since the central media hasn't reported it, local media like theirs will have even more difficulty reporting on it.

But then he changed his mind and felt relieved, "It's okay, I'll just consider it as gathering material. I can write the article after the news is published by the central media!"

When the news of China's bid for the Asian Games is announced, while everyone is still excited, take the opportunity to tell everyone that there are people in our Nanjiang city who are contributing to the Asian Games. Whether it is the leaders or the common people, everyone will be happy to see it.

"Xiao Lou, Journalist Jia and I are old acquaintances. He said he wouldn't write about it unless I tell him the situation. Please tell me, what exactly is the situation?" Jiang Yunying also wanted to know.

"I estimate that this time it's for real, and the likelihood of the application being approved is very high." In that case, Linlou didn't mind letting them be happy for a while, "They might be looking for me to get involved in something related to sports venues, after all, I previously designed their national stadium in Uluudi!"

Lin Lou also made some speculations about this matter. Although Urdi is far poorer and less developed than China, from the perspective of architectural design, the gold content of the Saint Drum Stadium is definitely much higher than that of the current Workers' Stadium, at least it is much more advanced. Nowadays, there is definitely a lack of talent in this area domestically, and since Liu Tong also attended the meeting, he will definitely recommend him.

"Wow, if you could win the design of the Asian Games main stadium, that would be so honorable!" Jia Xin seemed even more excited than Lin Lou. If that were the case, Lin Lou would have great prestige, and the article he produced would definitely receive more attention!

"This might be a bit difficult. I am still young, and there are so many senior experts involved. It's already good enough for me to participate, wanting to take the lead in this work might not be possible. More importantly, the main stadium for this Asian Games has not been reconstructed at all, just some renovation of the Workers' Stadium. Even if I can come up with a good plan, it would be of no use."

Ah, it's all because the country is too poor! But it seems that the design of the Asian Games Village and the Olympic Center can still compete! Both projects are equally important and are among the top ten buildings in Beijing in the 1990s.

Due to the influence of the Xiangshan Hotel, the American Institute of Architects Gold Medal, and the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, Lin Lou is now relatively well-known abroad and has a considerable impact in China. However, as they have not yet independently managed a large-scale project in China, their influence is not quite substantial. Nevertheless, if they were to win the bid for either the Asian Games or the Olympic Sports Center, it would be enough to establish their reputation in the domestic architectural industry.

"It's okay, it's impressive enough for someone your age to be involved. This will be a valuable experience for you. And you still have a long career ahead of you. Even if you can't get the design for the Asian Games venues this time, maybe you can get the design for the Olympic Games venues next time!" Jia Xin encouraged.

Hey, I love to hear that! I'll take your well wishes! If I end up securing the contract for designing the main stadium for the 2008 Beijing Olympics, I'll definitely accept your interview, that is if you haven't retired by then.

"If you don't start eating the dishes will get cold. Hurry up and dig in, everyone! Abin, accompany our comrades for a few more drinks!" Grandma couldn't help but urge, seeing that no one had started eating after a while.

They had barely taken a few bites when the sound of cars outside could be heard again, and not just one car. Then Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying's unit leaders came over, and even people from the city also arrived, crowding the spacious living room of Lin's house.

They have all heard that Lin is now serving as a consultant for the Asian Games. They came specifically to offer their congratulations, and also to try and gather some information. They want to see if their own company has anything they could help with. After all, this is the Asian Games, and if they could lend a hand, that would be great.

"Isn't this Lin Lou? Truly outstanding in appearance!"

"Lin Lou, you have certainly brought honor to our city of Nanjiang this time!"

"Xiaolou, ever since you were little, I've always thought that you and your brother have great potential. I just didn't expect you to achieve it so early! Your brother stayed in the US, and at such a young age, you've become a consultant for the Asian Games!"

Everyone was talking endlessly and praising each other. Linlou felt like he had returned to the afterlife and had just been pulled into a group where everyone was praising each other, with nothing but good words ringing in his ears.

The Lin family is exceptionally lively, and the car parked at the door is especially eye-catching. Nowadays, there are not many cars in the urban area, let alone in such a small village. An occasional car passing by can easily attract children to chase after it for a long time.

Several cars stopped as soon as they arrived, and almost all the children from the village gathered around, eagerly watching the cars, wanting to touch them but not daring to reach out.

Occasionally, a few people from other villages passed by the village and were amazed by the scene. They couldn't help but wonder: How powerful is the Lin family in Qianhu Village? The county head only has one car when he goes out, right? But there are so many cars parked at the entrance, and each one is better than the county head's. Could it be a senior government official? At the very least, it must be someone from the provincial level.

It seems like I haven't heard that the Lin family had any old Red Army members. What's going on?

Today's wine feels a bit strong. Endured the headache and wrote a chapter.
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Now there's no peace even at home, luckily Lin Qiao came back to help him alleviate the pressure. Lin also spent the holiday with his family, then returned to Beijing to visit Liu Tong and Gu Weimin to chat about this matter.

After chatting, I realized that the matter is far less serious than he imagined. When applying for the Olympics in the future, it could be said that the entire country takes it very seriously from top to bottom. However, now, first, applying for the Asian Games is simpler than applying for the Olympics, and second, everyone lacks experience in this area, so the scale and level of application are much lower.

"In 1974, we participated in the 7th Tehran Asian Games and ranked third in the gold medal tally. The 1978 Asian Games were originally supposed to be hosted by Pakistan, but due to insufficient economic strength, Pakistan relinquished the hosting rights. Many countries suggested that we should take over, but at that time, we were lacking in both economic and overall strength, so we had to give up the opportunity."

"Finally, Bangkok, Thailand won the bid for hosting this session. Our country took the second place in the gold medal and medal standings, further narrowing the gap with Japan, the first place. At the 9th Asian Games in New Delhi, India last year, we did win the first place, and many countries are now suggesting that we should host the next Asian Games." Liu Tong and Linlou reminisced.

Lin Lou nodded silently. During this period, except for Japan, the economic strength of various countries in Asia is not well developed. It is very challenging for most countries to host the Asian Games, so the Asian Games organizing committee must be frequently troubled about the host city for the next edition.

In fact, it's the same in later generations. Since the 1990 Beijing Asian Games, China has hosted the 2010 Guangzhou Asian Games and the 2022 Hangzhou Asian Games. Especially for the Hangzhou Asian Games, there were no competitors during the bidding process.

"At that time, there were three cities competing for the right to host the 1986 Asian Games. They were Pyongyang, Seoul, and Baghdad. However, due to various reasons, Pyongyang and Baghdad both withdrew their bids. Many friends in the Asian sports community then persuaded China to bid for the Asian Games, but we considered that the conditions were still not mature, so we also gave up."

Hmm, Seoul has already secured the hosting rights for the 1988 Olympics, and it wouldn't be too much trouble to also hold the Asian Games. As for Pyongyang, are they not trying to compete with Seoul?

Don't underestimate the northern area in the past, it wasn't poor in the 1980s. The country's industry was relatively sound, and it was self-sufficient in food production. The per capita GDP was over 3,000 US dollars, surpassing China at the time. It even had the capability to host the Asian Games.

As for Baghdad, before the Iraq War, Iraq benefited from a surge in oil prices, with a $1 increase in the price of oil per barrel bringing in an additional $1 billion in revenue for Iraq. Iraq exported 3.2 million barrels of oil per day, with an annual income of around $27 billion.

By 1980, Iraq's GDP had exceeded $53 billion. With a population of around 14 million at the time, per capita GDP reached $3,800. In comparison, China, which had just begun opening up to the world, had a per capita GDP of only $205. Iraq's national income level was 18 times that of China.

With money, we can carry out large-scale construction, modern factories are springing up, and a large number of highways and high-rise buildings are completed every year. Along the Tigris River, tall buildings stand side by side, and cars come and go on the bridges. The streets of Baghdad are bustling with traffic, and double-decker buses are popular, offering a panoramic view of the city from the top deck.

With such economic strength, there was certainly no problem with hosting the Asian Games. It's a pity that they soon got involved in the protracted Iran-Iraq War, which naturally made it impossible to continue bidding for the Asian Games.

"By this year, considering the repeated invitations from friends in the Asian sports community, and more importantly, with the continuous development of our country's reform and opening-up endeavors, our country's economic level and sports strength have been greatly improved. Winning first place at last year's Asian Games is a testament to this! The various conditions for hosting the Asian Games have also been basically matured."

"After obtaining approval, it has been decided to formally apply to the Olympic Council of Asia to host the 11th Asian Games in 1990. Our main competitor this time is Hiroshima in Japan; 1990 marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of Hiroshima City, and also the 45th anniversary of the atomic bombing, so they are very eager to win the hosting rights for this event."

It's fine to celebrate the centennial of the founding of the city, but using the forty-fifth anniversary of the nuclear disaster as a reason? This is to continue to portray oneself as a victim, without feeling that it's deserved. Linlou couldn't help but complain in his heart, but he didn't say these words out loud. At present, Sino-Japanese relations are still relatively good, and China also needs Japan's funds. It's not good to say these things in front of Liu Tong.

After the news of our intention to apply for the Asian Games got out, the mayor of Hiroshima and a delegation of city council members personally came to Beijing to inquire about the possibility of us giving up the bid. If we agree, they will fully support our application to host the 12th Asian Games in 1994.

"However, considering the need to boost morale and demonstrate the achievements of reform and opening up, we rejected them; Hiroshima won't give up either, so it's inevitable that there will be a fierce competition later on!"

"We are preparing to send Deputy Mayor Zhang and the Director of the Supplies Bureau to Seoul to attend the Asian Olympic Council and persuade the members to support us!"

Compared with the massive delegation when bidding for the 2008 Olympic Games, this is far less, but this is how bidding for the Asian Games is done nowadays.

So, I felt much relieved when I heard this. "So we don't need to go together this time to explain the construction plans for the sports facilities and the Asian Games Village to them, right?"

"Well, it's not necessary. After we revealed our intention to bid for the Asian Games, many committee members communicated with us, expressing their willingness to support us. However, they suggested not to use the previous method of raising hands for voting, but rather to conduct a secret ballot. This would make it difficult for representatives from countries and regions that have not yet established diplomatic relations with China."

"However, the work that needs to be done still must be carried out. Once we secure the hosting rights for the Asian Games, the adjustment and construction of the competition venues and the Asian Games Village should be scheduled. That's why we specifically called you here! We hope to utilize your architectural design experience in sports venues to construct suitable venues for athletes across Asia."

"I understand!" If they don't have to go to Seoul to explain the plan for building the Asian Games Village and sports venues to the OCA representatives, then there will be much more time and pressure on Lin Lou will be greatly reduced.

He knew that this time the Chinese delegation was successful. In the end, the Asian Olympic Council compromised and awarded the hosting rights of the 1990 Asian Games to China, and then gave the hosting rights of the 1994 Asian Games to Hiroshima as compensation. However, Hiroshima clearly wanted the hosting rights for the 1990 Asian Games more, so it can be said that China still won.

"During the last meeting, I had Xiao Li and others bring over the plan for the national stadium in Urudi that you designed. Several senior experts thought it was quite good. As long as there is some improvement on this basis, it should be sufficient." Liu Tong was also worried that he was too tense, so he comforted him, saying, "Just bring out your abilities, and don't think too much."

Oh, the country's economy is still tight. Back when they were building the main stadium for the 2008 Olympics, the requirements were at the most advanced international level! It's not as humble as it is now.

"Tomorrow we will have a meeting to discuss. Let's stop here for today. Go back and discuss with your colleagues, and prepare for the speech. Try to contribute as much as possible tomorrow! Ah, there is a serious talent gap in our country, otherwise, we wouldn't have to burden a young child like you with such a heavy responsibility!"

When Linlou said goodbye and left, upon returning to the courtyard, Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, and others were already gathered. Even Linmita had come back early from her hometown. Ma Yong, Xing Ruhua, Su Zhongming, and Wen Xuansi, who had also come early from their hometowns, were all looking very excited.

As soon as Lin came back, he hurriedly asked, "Xiaolou, were you asked to design the main stadium for the Asian Games? You've really made a great achievement this time! If there's anything I can help with, just let me know, even if it's just serving tea and water for you!"

If I could participate in this project, it would be quite prestigious to talk about in the future! For this reason, they even decided to give up their part-time jobs at the railway department, and are planning to wholeheartedly help Linlou!

"Not to design the main stadium, but to provide advice as a consultant!" However, Lin Lou is somewhat unwilling to just assist others. If he could win this project, he would naturally strive for it!

"It's okay, you don't need to be polite with me. As long as my help is needed, you mustn't be polite to me!" Wenxuan thought that he should contribute more. If he could make a contribution to the Asian Games, the work allocation could be better. Although graduates from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University don't need to worry about job allocation, there is still a difference between jobs.

And this job definitely cannot do without the participation of the Ministry of Construction Design Institute and the Beijing Municipal Institute. As long as I can leave a good impression on them in advance, when they come to the school for recruitment after my graduation, they might just directly hire me! It would be so valuable to work in these two units!

Hmm, it seems like working at the small building wouldn't be a bad idea after all! Even though it might be easier to get a house when working for the Ministry of Construction Design Institute or the Beijing Municipal Institute, some of the teachers here at the small building are starting to tidy up their independent courtyard houses! Even if these units are good, they probably won't provide their employees with such spacious houses, right?

The salary, benefits, and working conditions are good at Xiaolou, but there's no permanent position or job security. I'm thinking of applying to stay at the school first, like them, and then work part-time here.

Lin Lou didn't know that Wen Xuan had so many thoughts in just an instant, but it didn't matter. If he knew what Wen Xuan was thinking, Lin Lou would only be happy. We're short of people here, so it's even better if you can come over.

"No problem, there will definitely be a chance for everyone to show their strengths!" After years of deliberate cultivation, Ma Yong and Wen Xuan are definitely top-notch among their peers, and they are also rare talents in China who are proficient in CAD software. They are willing to help, and Linlou will definitely be happy about it.

"But don't be too hasty, we are just starting to prepare for the application! Before the application results are announced, we will only have conceptual discussions and numerous meetings. There won't be much actual work to do, so everyone can continue with their current tasks for now! The renovation of the Workers' Stadium will not begin until three years later, by which time you will have all graduated. You might only be able to participate in the preliminary design of the plan at most."

"Which cities are we competing against this time? Can we win? We can definitely win, right?" Everyone is a little nervous.

"The most important thing is Hiroshima in Japan, but according to the information Director Liu gave me, our chances of taking it are still quite high!"

"Hiroshima, oh, the Japanese are really wealthy..." As soon as they heard it was Hiroshima, everyone became even more nervous, after all, Japan was at the peak of its economy at that time.

"Hi, don't worry. If it were Tokyo or something, maybe we would be concerned, but what's the big deal with Hiroshima? Our Beijing can't possibly be inferior to even a prefecture-level city, right?" Ma Yong is inferring the situation in Japan based on the classification standards of domestic cities.

"Tomorrow afternoon, we're going to have a meeting to discuss the renovation of the workers' sports stadium. Let's have a small meeting first!" Lin Lou called a few teachers to the meeting room and asked about the participation of Li Qingxi and others in the previous meeting.

After listening, Lin nodded slightly, "Oh, I see. So currently, everyone's idea is just to benchmark the second-generation sports stadiums internationally? We just need to complete the design according to this requirement?"

"Yes, the key is to expand the size of the stands to facilitate TV broadcasts!" Li Qingxi said while holding his notebook, jotting down all the key points discussed in the last meeting.

"This is still not enough. Bidding for the Asian Games is just the first step. We will definitely continue to bid for the Olympic Games in the future, so it's best to reserve renovation space to facilitate future improvements."

In its history, the Workers' Stadium has undergone three renovations. The first was for the 1990 Asian Games. The second renovation took place after Beijing won the bid to host the 2008 Olympics, transforming the stadium to host various sports events including football and incorporating numerous high-tech facilities.

In 2019, China successfully bid for the hosting rights of the AFC Asian Cup football tournament. Beijing will host the opening and closing ceremonies, the opening match, and the final, with the Workers' Stadium earmarked as the venue for these events.

However, due to the prominent safety hazards and outdated facilities and equipment, the main body has reached its service life, and there are issues such as a lack of canopies, which do not meet the standard requirements for international large-scale professional football events such as the Asian Cup. Therefore, it is urgent to upgrade and renovate it.

So, the Workers' Stadium is being transformed from a comprehensive sports venue into a professional football stadium with international first-class standards. According to the construction standards of large professional football stadiums, it will undergo a comprehensive upgrade and transformation in various aspects such as the design of the stands, professional turf, addition of awnings, facilities for matches, and supporting functions to meet the requirements for hosting large professional football events both domestically and internationally.

The third reconstruction is too far apart, and there is no time to consider it now. We can still make some preparations for the second reconstruction.

Today is rare not to drink alcohol, I'll work hard and write another chapter.
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"This is Lin Lou, he looks too young, doesn't he?" The next day at the meeting, when those old experts saw Lin Lou, almost all of them showed the same expression. There was no way around it. Architecture is a discipline that values experience a lot. Generally speaking, practitioners his age are still studying in school. It's probably difficult for him to shoulder such a significant responsibility.

"Xiao Lin is a bit younger, but he shouldn't be seen as just an ordinary young person. The projects he has worked on in the past are solid proof of his abilities!" Several senior members of the city office spoke in support of Lin Lou, as they have personally witnessed his capabilities.

These words have somewhat changed the expressions of the crowd. Indeed, architecture emphasizes experience, but isn't the judgement of experience based on the number of successful works? Speaking of works, he has already completed the design of a national stadium, and it's also the second-generation stadium that is unprecedented domestically. He is indeed qualified to stand here.

When they were observing Linlou, Linlou was also observing them. They were marveling at Linlou's youth, while Linlou was also marveling at their age.

The architects participating in this conference have a completely different age distribution from normal circumstances. There are elderly individuals in their sixties and seventies, as well as slightly younger experts in their forties and fifties, but the core strength of those in their thirties is comparatively weaker.

Thinking about the age composition of academicians in the architecture field in the future, it indicates that there is a clear talent gap in the domestic architecture industry, with the older generation still active while the younger generation finds it difficult to take over.

Fortunately, these senior architects have quite strong vitality, and the younger generation like Cui Kai has also grown rapidly, so there has been no talent shortage. Otherwise, the troubles in the Chinese architectural industry would be even greater.

The meeting started on time, and it was soon Lin's turn to speak. His proposals presented at the last meeting left a deep impression on everyone, so this time we must definitely listen to what he has to say first.

"All of you are senior figures in the architecture industry, with some of you being my teachers' teachers. As a young person speaking here, I may be speaking out of turn, but since I am here, I will share some of my own thoughts as a way of contributing to the discussion." Lin Lou started off with a modest attitude.

However, when he talked about professional issues, he appeared very confident. "After returning, I also heard colleagues discussing the results of the last meeting. It seems that everyone's opinion should be aligned with the standards of the second generation of sports stadiums abroad, while expanding the scale of the stadium to meet the needs of more audience."

"If we only look at it from the perspective of hosting the 1990 Asian Games, these opinions are fine! But now, the international architectural industry is developing rapidly, and the second-generation stadiums are no longer the most advanced internationally!"

"Up to now, despite the growing scale and size of sports venues, the increasing number of spectators, and the complexity of electronic technology equipment, the competitive events that people particularly love, such as football, athletics, baseball, and rugby, are still carried out in open-air venues. These types of sports venues can be referred to as first-generation stadiums, accounting for the vast majority of sports venues in various countries around the world."

"One important feature of the development of sports architecture is people's continuous use of technology to overcome the influence of gravity in order to achieve larger spaces; the indoor transformation of outdoor projects, in order to eliminate the impact of harsh weather conditions, has led people to strive to develop and construct one huge indoor sports arena after another."

"Since the Astrodome in Houston, USA, was introduced in 1965, enclosed sports venues of different capacities have been constructed in many countries. These buildings not only meet the needs of various countries in sports competitions, artistic performances, and other areas, but also demonstrate breakthroughs in architectural art and engineering technology, some of which have realized the transition of sports from outdoors to indoors."

"At the same time, in the construction of large outdoor sports venues, due to the appearance of live television broadcasts, the installation of lighting fixtures, facilities for journalists and news coverage, all-electronic measuring and display devices that can announce the names of champions and their results to the world, and computer equipment have all become factors to consider in the construction of sports venues; at the same time, the demand for comfort in seating and environment has increased."

"This generation of sports venues can be called the second generation of sports venues," Lin Lou explained as he displayed many pictures of sports venues. These were all collected before he went to Uludi, and he didn't expect to make use of them here.

"In the 1960s and 1970s, the concept of retractable roofs for sports facilities first appeared in Europe, and later gradually became popular in facilities such as swimming pools and tennis courts. The first large-scale retractable roof was introduced in the United States in 1961 at the Pittsburgh Civic Arena, which had a circular plan with a diameter of 137 meters, fixed seating for 9200 spectators, temporary seating for 4400 people, and a total building height of 33 meters."

"Since then, several open and closed roof schemes have been proposed in Europe and America, such as in Phoenix, Chicago, Kansas in the United States, and large sports stadiums in Berlin, Germany, with varying audience capacities ranging from 25,000 to 70,000 people."

"But it was the construction of the main sports stadium for the 1976 Montreal Olympics by the Canadian city of Montreal that saw the actual realization of the idea. The design architect, Frenchman Roger Taillibert, had been collaborating with the University of Stuttgart on research related to membrane structures. The primary concept was to radiate steel cables outwards from the top of the main tower to suspend the membrane surface, and then have the membrane surface retracted to the top of the main tower."

"Due to economic reasons, this project has not been realized yet. However, Canada has proposed a new and more advanced alternative, the retractable-roof stadium in Toronto's new sports center, which is currently in the conceptual design stage and is expected to commence construction next year, with completion scheduled for 1987."

So there is no photo, but based on memory, Lin Lou drew a conceptual drawing and displayed it to everyone. At the same time, he also explained the source of the drawing, "In November last year, the local rugby team entered the national league championship finals, but encountered a cold rainstorm, which was a huge blow to the passionate audience."

"Then the request to add a roof to the sports venue was made. The design proposed by Roderick Robbie and Michael Allen of Robbie/Young + Wright Architects, has garnered a lot of attention. I heard about this proposal from Canadian architects when I was attending an exhibition in Venice!"

This reason can also be considered barely acceptable. Anyway, there was no internet at that time, so external communication was not very convenient, and there was no need to worry about anyone verifying it. Besides, there were indeed Canadian architects participating in the Venice Biennale at that time.

The roof area of the Toronto Coliseum is 32,400 square meters, using steel structure, roof insulation materials, and steel plates, with a total weight of 10,000 tons. Among them, the three movable roof sections weigh 6,348 tons. The roof adopts a rotating and overlapping opening method. When the weather is clear, the roof can be opened, and it can be closed during severe weather.

"This plan adds more attractive and user-friendly facilities, and modern management methods have changed the source of venue income. Watching sports has become a family activity; the utilization rate of sports venues has increased, with 200-300 days of availability each year. Many European and American architects refer to the Mercedes-Benz Stadium as a third-generation sports venue."

This plan has greatly shocked the on-site architects. After all, adding a roof to a stadium that can accommodate tens of thousands of spectators is a very difficult task.

“Over in Japan, there seems to be a great interest in these types of sports venues as well. Many large companies such as Tobishima Corporation and Shikoku Construction are studying conceptual plans and technical details,” interjected Ma Guoxin, a senior student from the Lin Building who had just returned from a study trip at the Kenzo Tange Studio in Japan. “Moreover, your explanation of the classification of sports venues is very clear, and I have learned a lot from it.”

The organizing committee, considering that Kenzo Tange had previously designed the main venues for the Tokyo Olympics, also invited him in the hope that he could provide guidance based on his experience.

This future academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering has also made significant achievements in the field of sports architecture. Not only did he design the Qinhuangdao Sports Stadium, but he also served as a technical consultant for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games venue design, guiding the design concepts and plans for venues such as the Olympic Park, the Olympic Village, the International Broadcast Center, and the Beijing National Stadium.

Before that, he also presided over the compilation of the "Sports Building Design Code," making him one of the top authorities in the field of sports building in China.

Just his words made Linlou feel a little embarrassed, because most of what he said actually came from the future academician Ma Guoxin's paper published in the "Architectural Journal".

"These things look good, but they must cost a lot, right? Our current budget is not generous!" Liu Tong said in both delight and concern.

"The construction cost is indeed high. According to the data I obtained from the Canadian architects, the new Toronto sports center with a retractable dome stadium will cost one billion Canadian dollars more than a conventional stadium, which is roughly equivalent to over 80 million US dollars. The total budget will be close to 400 million Canadian dollars!"

"Isn't that equivalent to over 300 million US dollars? That's too expensive! We don't have that much money!" Liu Tong shook her head repeatedly, as a matter of fact, the budget for the renovation of the Workers' Stadium is nowhere near that figure.

"Ah, it's indeed a great design, but it's a pity that it's too expensive!" Experts Ou Yangcan and Xiong Ming also sighed at the same time. There's no way, the country's finances are still too tight! It's simply not possible to spend 3.89 billion RMB to build the Bird's Nest like in the future.

According to the data from Linlou's memory, the investment in sports facilities for the Beijing Asian Games amounted to 21.85 billion yuan, equivalent to 5.46 billion US dollars, including the construction of 16 new stadiums with a seating capacity of about 3,000 each. The municipal engineering investment was nearly 3.5 billion yuan, equivalent to 0.875 billion US dollars. Altogether, it was less than 25 billion yuan, which is just over 600 million US dollars. It can be said that it was very cost-effective.

Seoul spent nearly half the money compared to the Incheon Asian Games, partly because it had hosted the Olympics earlier and many facilities did not need to be rebuilt.

"Although it is more expensive, the number of days it can be used has also increased. According to calculations by the Canadian side, this project requires a loan of 130 million Canadian dollars. At the same time, the government will provide subsidies of tens of millions, and some companies will contribute over 100 million US dollars for publicity expenses. After completion, the annual net profit from entrance fees, advertising fees, and publicity fees is expected to be around 25 million Canadian dollars. In this way, the loan can be paid off in about a decade!"

"So, from a business perspective, this investment is definitely not a loss! But the situation in our country is different from Canada, so we definitely cannot completely adopt the Canadian methods. Moreover, large-scale fully enclosed sports stadiums are still a new thing internationally, and both the design and construction require exploration. The timing for us to build a third-generation sports stadium is not yet mature."

The reason I presented this proposal was simply to let everyone understand the future development trend of sports venues, not to act on it!

Upon hearing this, Liu Tong felt relieved. I thought you were young and inexperienced, and wanted to try to make things as good as possible! It turns out you still know your limits.

"But there are still some things we can learn from, even if we can't use them right now. Like when I designed the stadium in Urudi, I left space for future renovations, so that it wouldn't add too much cost and prevent unnecessary expenses in the future," Lin continued.

"Well, this idea is correct. Every cent of the country's budget is precious, and we definitely need to spend it carefully!" This statement once again won the approval of Liu Tong and others.

"So, now I will talk about my thoughts! It may be a bit early to discuss the details of the renovation, but we can still talk about the general direction, right?"

"I think we should adhere to the principle of 'traditional appearance, modern facilities', maintaining the oval shape, facade, and proportions of the main sports venue, with characteristic elements remaining basically unchanged compared to the initial construction phase. However, the interior functions of the venue will be more modernized, for example, satisfying the need for internal circular passages while maintaining a coordinated proportion with the facade..."

“This view is excellent. The Workers' Stadium was one of the ten major projects at the time, and it has extraordinary historical and political significance. It would definitely not be appropriate if it were to be drastically altered!” Many experts, especially the designers such as Ouyang Can, who designed the Workers' Stadium, agree with this.

This is their achievement, naturally unwilling to be erased, and after decades of development, the Workers' Stadium has become a generation's memory, naturally with a sense of nostalgia.

"In terms of functionality, in accordance with the requirements of the Asian Football Confederation for tournament venues, the Workers Stadium will be transformed into a professional comprehensive sports stadium with advanced Asian standards. In line with the construction standards of international major sports events, a comprehensive upgrade and transformation will be carried out in all aspects including the shape of the stands, professional turf, competition facilities, and functional support."

"Pay particular attention to the needs of television broadcasting, keep abreast of the latest international technological developments, and reserve space for the installation of various advanced equipment..."

When Lin Lou explained these things, he kept pulling out the blueprints of the Uludiri Stadium to explain, so that everyone could understand it more clearly.

I rushed over as quickly as I could, but I'm still a few minutes late. I'll make up for it by working two extra hours on Saturday.
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"Also, attention should be paid to the relationship between the sports venues and the surrounding environment. There is an artificial lake water system near the Workers Stadium, which I think can be fully utilized. We can renovate it to create supporting landscapes, providing the public with an additional leisure space for recreation. At the same time, it can increase the commercial value of the bottom-floor shops in the sports venues, ensuring a sufficient customer base beyond game days."

"It's also important to consider the integration with urban public facilities, especially the arrangement of subway and bus routes for the evacuation of crowds on event days. Currently, the Workers' Stadium only has Line 2, which is temporarily unable to meet the evacuation requirements for 80,000 people."

After Lin Lou finished speaking, the rest of the architectural experts also expressed their opinions to supplement the details. "Lin's idea of keeping the original characteristic elements of the Workers' Stadium basically unchanged is very good. I think we can try to utilize the original components, textures, and styles of important characteristic elements from the early construction of the stadium, such as flagpoles, the main entrance columns, sculptures, and architectural decorative components, to maintain the dignified and elegant architectural style of the Workers' Stadium and preserve the memory of Beijing city."

"We should build a sports park, demolish other buildings in the park, and no longer arrange any functions on the ground that are not related to sports, creating a spacious spatial form for the entire park."

"When formulating urban planning schemes, the Asian Games should also be taken into consideration, and efforts should be made to strengthen the public transportation around the Workers' Stadium. Has the final review of the urban planning proposal from the Wu Committee started yet? Let's see if we can make some modifications."

"It's good to make these changes, but how are we going to solve the funding issue? This is much more than what we discussed at the last meeting!" Of course, some people are also worried about the funding issue.

"I don't think this will be a problem! It's still more than seven years away from the 1990 Asian Games. We don't need to start construction right away. If we calculate based on the time of completion and use, starting construction in 1987 or 1986 will be completely feasible!" Linlou replied, "By then, I believe our country's economy will definitely be much better than it is now."

"Furthermore, construction technology and materials production technology are constantly advancing, leading to a continuous decrease in costs. If we start construction again in a few years, the construction costs will definitely be lower than they are now!"

"That's true. Construction companies and building material manufacturing enterprises should also timely learn from international advanced experience, so that they do not end up unable to produce suitable materials or complete the required construction techniques when it's time to start construction."

"By that time, the national sports stadium in Urudi should have been completed. We can just select some competent individuals from that group to come back and provide guidance. They have experience in building advanced sports stadiums, so they will definitely do a good job!" Someone remembered Lin Lou's previous work on the Workers' Stadium renovation. It's for sure that renovating the National Stadium will be more complicated than the Workers' Stadium, but the general direction is still the same.

The experience of the technical personnel from China Construction can be fully utilized in the renovation of the Workers' Stadium. There is no need to start from scratch. Even if there are occasional small problems that have not been encountered before, I believe they can be resolved.

"Postponing the construction is a good idea. It would give us an additional three years to study international best practices and make adequate preparations. By then, the third generation of stadiums that Xiao Lin mentioned should have shown some results. We can definitely draw from them to find what suits us and integrate it into our project!" The leader made note of this.

"Let's end today's meeting here! However, everyone should not slack off. We will continue the meeting next week to discuss the construction of other venues and supporting facilities. Please make preparations as soon as you return." The meeting finally concluded as the discussion continued until the end of the workday.

However, for an Asian Games, it is not enough to just determine the main stadium; the construction of various sub-venues and facilities such as the Asian Games Village is also very important. There are at least a dozen other projects that need to be discussed.

While having lunch in the cafeteria, a group of architects gathered to discuss some matters privately. Linlou overheard some words and phrases, and he got a vague understanding. It seems that the renovation of the Workers' Stadium has been basically settled, and if everything goes as planned, it will be led by architects Linlou, Ouyang Can, and Xiong Ming.

But they don't intend to come here for nothing, so the remaining sports facilities and the Asian Games Village have become their targets. Based on the current situation, the swimming pool, volleyball arena, etc. all need to be rebuilt. If they can acquire one of them, they will be satisfied.

Lin Lou recollected in his mind that there were a total of thirteen newly-built venues for this Asian Games, including the University Student Sports Center, the Yuantai Sports Center, the Haidian Sports Center, the Tennis Center, the Guangcai Sports Dry, the Fengtai Sports Center, the Olympic Sports Center Gymnasium, the Olympic Sports Center Swimming Pool, the Shijingshan Sports Center, the Beijing Sports Institute Gymnasium, the Chaoyang Sports Center, and the Speed Skating Arena.

It seems there are quite a few projects, so I can't relax just because I'm almost certain I can participate in the Workers' Stadium renovation project. I should try to secure a few more projects!

“Why aren't you eating? Not in the mood for the food? Next time when we go to the Workers' Stadium, I'll treat you to some Luocai. It's the signature dish of the Workers' Stadium!” Just as he was thinking about this, Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming sat down opposite him, probably to discuss something with him.

"Luo Cai? What's that?" Lin Lou woke up from his thoughts, and asked curiously.

"Haha, young people nowadays! Haven't even heard of this!" Ouyang Can laughed and introduced to him, "This luocai is just leftover dishes from banquets, nothing special. As Mr. Zhang Shouchen mentioned in 'Hualaxiaoqianer,' 'The old lady eats leftover noodles for lunch, and leftover banquet dishes for dinner.'"

"According to the old Beijing custom, on the fourth day of the Chinese New Year, the whole family gathers together to stir-fry the leftovers from the previous days and enjoy a dish called 'zhe Luo.' Later, this practice became widely known."

"Oh, we have that too, we just call it something else!" Lin understood the origins of the term, but became even more curious. You said treating me to a nice meal counts, so why mention leftover food and rice?

Xiong Ming saw his thoughts and explained with a smile, "The canteen at the Worker's Stadium is no ordinary place. Our country's athletes usually come here to adjust their physical condition before going out to compete. It's necessary to provide them with good food! So, the canteen at the Worker's Stadium has arrangements with top chefs like Dong Jinlin, Jiang Zhongyue, Shang Tinghai, Wei Chun, and others. The dishes they make are so good that anyone who tries them can't help but praise them."

"The dining standards at the Workers' Stadium Restaurant are also high, costing 1.8 yuan per person. However, because these dishes are prepared for athletes, ordinary people can't finish them. As a result, after every meal, there are a lot of leftovers in several large pots in the kitchen, such as sweet and sour meatballs, braised pork, and dry-fried fish pieces. In the end, they are all poured into buckets and carried to the staff canteen. Initially, the canteen's blackboard wrote: 'Mixed vegetables,' but some people found it inappropriate, so it was changed to 'Luocai.'"

"Although it’s a mixed dish, the master chef has great skills. This braised dish tastes really good. It’s popular among the young people who work near the Worker's Stadium. Since they often exercise, the young guys have well-built muscles. Their colleagues at the Worker's Stadium jokingly say, 'Hey, looks like you gained some weight from the braised dish!'"

"The name may not sound appealing, but in reality, it tastes just as good as those well-known old brands. Whenever friends come to Beijing, I always like to take them there to eat! Next time when we watch a live performance, I'll treat you to try it."

It's actually really interesting! It seems that every place has its own stories, and these stories make up the colorful life. "We definitely have to go. When it's renovated, this canteen has to be kept, or else the Workers' Stadium will lose some memories!"

"I was worried at first, afraid that I wouldn't be able to do a good job on this project. But after coming here and seeing so many excellent architects, and having young people like you who are familiar with international advanced concepts, I feel relieved!" Ouyang Can said with a smile on his face.

"The architectural industry hasn't been this lively for a long time. I remember the last time so many architects gathered for the same project was perhaps in 1975, when we discussed the expansion plans for the Beijing Library." Xiong Ming also sighed.

"I remember this as well. Back in May, the National Development and Reform Commission informed all the major design institutes and university architecture departments to come up with a plan and create a model." Speaking of this, Ouyang Can also got lost in the fond memories.

"At that time, it was explicitly stated that there would be no ranking or remuneration. Four months later, each unit submitted their proposals to Beijing for discussion. No one paid attention to the ranking and bonus issue; everyone wanted to contribute to the National Library. Many masters participated, with Professor Yang Tingbao leading the team from Nanjing University of Technology, and Commissioner Wu from Tsinghua University. Each design unit was led by the chief architect to attend the meeting."

“That is equivalent to the Olympics in the construction industry nationwide, or one may even say the Solvay Conference of the Chinese architectural industry!” This is a grand event in the architecture world, and Lin Lou yearns for it as well.

"I guess, this time it will be the same. In the end, everyone will present their designs, and the one with the best design will get the project. It won't be like an ordinary project, where a design institute is specified to complete it. Ah, I'm getting old, just working on the sports complex renovation plan is almost enough for me. You two are young, if you still have the energy, you can also get involved in a few more projects!" Ouyang Can gestured with his mouth, "Look over there, they've started discussing."

"If I could contribute more to the Asian Games, it would be my duty to do so." It's a pity that Brother Xiong already has a job, so he will definitely participate in the name of his unit. It would have been great if we could bring him over. Lin feels a bit regretful that their small team lacks experts in sports architecture.

"Does Xiao Lin have any goals? If he does, I won't compete with you," Xiong Ming asked half seriously and half jokingly. Linlou has already proven his strength in the field of sports architecture design. The hope of winning a project while competing with him is not high.

"Senior brother, you're being too modest. I haven't made up my mind yet! Plus, I think we can only determine which projects need to be designed by the meeting next week, right? Let's wait and see the situation at that time! If possible, we naturally want to win the bid for the Olympic Sports Center, which has the greatest impact among all the newly constructed venues."

The original design of the Olympic Sports Center Gymnasium was not bad. The gymnasium has a hexagonal floor plan, with a 99-meter span between the east and west pillars and a 70-meter span between the north and south. The multi-functional competition hall is a 93×70-meter rectangle, with a 42×73-meter competition area in the middle.

The competition venue uses imported wooden flooring from Denmark, which can be used for basketball, volleyball, badminton, table tennis, handball, gymnastics, skill events, weightlifting, wrestling and other competitive events.

The roof truss structure in the competition hall is all exposed without any suspended ceiling. Lighting maintenance aisle is arranged in the exposed truss for lighting maintenance. The roof is made of 150mm thick composite profiled steel plate, and the audience seats are made of colored fiberglass seats. The entire competition hall is designed to be a unified and varied colorful pattern to achieve a rich effect when the hall is empty.

The facade design and structural design of the entire sports center are closely coordinated. The roof is integrated with the architectural style and adopts a domestically pioneering combination of inclined cable-stayed double-curved surface shell.

The lower facade of the gymnasium is treated in a simple and clear manner, using light-colored sprayed walls, dark door and window frames, and blue-gray reflective glass to create a large area of contrast between virtual and real elements.

The south entrance lounge of the gymnasium features a lightweight truss and blue-gray reflective glass, which stands out against the massive building behind it. The red truss at the entrance and the silver-gray rainwater pipes above are particularly striking against the blue-gray glass. The circular windows and the chevron-shaped windows on the side walls improve the proportions of the solid walls, making the facade distinctive and unique.

But it is not without its shortcomings. At least in terms of functional zones, there are many regrets. Therefore, in 2001, it underwent two renovations and expansions in preparation for bidding for the Olympic Games, hosting the 21st World University Games, and the 2008 Olympic Games.

Change the space under the east side platform to a competition management area, expand the space under the steps of the south entrance of the gymnasium to be used for security and catering facilities. The new expansion area reaches 4410 square meters, increasing the spectator seats from nearly 6000 to 6300, further improving the functions.

If Linlou is asked to design it, he is confident that he can do better than the original plan. Not only will the exterior better reflect Chinese characteristics, but the functional zoning will also be more scientific. At the same time, like the design plans for the Uludhi National Stadium and the Workers' Stadium renovation, the construction will also reserve space for future expansion and renovation, providing convenience for future upgrades to the venue.

After having dinner, I made plans with Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming to go to the Workers' Stadium to watch the event. Then, I went back to the courtyard and briefed everyone on today's meeting, and then put forward my own ideas, "Next week we will discuss the construction of other venues. I want to bring in a project. Any thoughts from everyone?"

"This project may not be as profitable as those projects in Hong Kong, so I understand if everyone is unwilling. The design fees in the country have not been raised yet, so the returns for this project are really not much."

"Xiao Lin, you can design the venues for the Asian Games for free! Besides, we're not short of money now! You must remember to include me in the plan!"

There will be more later, and I will try to resume normal updates tomorrow.
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"Xiaolou, it's no fun when you say that! So in your mind, are the rest of us only worth it when there's something to gain?" Some people even started to feel unhappy.

"I misspoke!" Linlou quickly apologized. In fact, not only in the 1980s, even in the future, as long as there is an opportunity to participate in such large projects, people would eagerly do it, even if they don't make money. This is contributing to the country.

"Xiaolin didn't mean that, let's talk about the project. How many sports stadiums are we going to build this time? What types are they? And where will they be located?" Xu Jiaping stepped in to steer the conversation back to the project.

"The specific number and location are not yet determined, but it is certain that there must be a comprehensive main stadium. The Workers' Stadium can host football, track and field, but we also need an indoor sports arena for basketball, volleyball, weightlifting, fencing, judo, and other competitions. The importance of this stadium can be said to be second only to the Workers' Stadium renovation project."

"I think, since we want to strive, we should strive for the most important project! We must secure this main stadium no matter what!" In Lin Lou's mind, this project is far more important than the Xiangjiang Hill Club or the Pierre Cardin new flagship store that won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale.

At this stage, how much money is earned is no longer important. What's more important is to leave behind something. If a more advanced and more in line with the needs of the Chinese people stadium can be designed than the original Olympic Sports Center gymnasium, that would be great.

"Of course! If necessary, we can always compete to submit our drafts! Who's afraid of who!" Everyone suddenly became passionate. If we can complete this project, it will be a great achievement."

By then, when you go out, people will say, "Oh, I know, aren't you the one who designed the main stadium for the Beijing Asian Games?" It sounds very prestigious.

"Where do you think this venue might be located? Let's go take a look on site first!" Li Qingxi rubbed his hands together and said, "Just like in Uru-Dee, I will take charge of the landscape design inside and outside the sports arena!"

"Although the specific location has not been announced yet, according to the current nearly finalized overall urban planning of Beijing, it's very likely to be in the northern region," Lin said. His collaboration with Commissioner Wu in the development of the Beijing urban planning scheme has once again demonstrated its advantages. Even for the Asian Games, it needs to be in line with the overall urban planning of the city."

There may be some minor adjustments in some details, but the general direction generally will not change. Moreover, he has memories from his later life and knows that it has not changed.

"The current urban planning direction in Beijing is centered around the old city area, forming a scattered cluster layout. In the construction of public sports facilities, this principle is also referenced, utilizing a combination of large, medium, and small facilities, with a focus on medium and small ones, distributed evenly to conveniently provide services to the citizens nearby."

This is also necessary. If the sports facilities are too concentrated, the general public will have to travel long distances to watch a game or exercise, which is definitely not cost-effective and will also increase transportation problems. So, each district must have some sports venues to meet the needs of the local residents.

"Outside the old city area, large sports centers have been arranged in the east, west, south, and north directions of the third ring road, and land has already been allocated for each of them. The land scale is no less than fifty hectares, which can completely meet the construction needs of stadiums, sports arenas, swimming pools, and their supporting facilities, as well as training grounds."

Lin Lou sketched the locations of these plots on paper. In addition to building these venues, it is not enough to just have the land. There are also special requirements for rainwater, sewage, water supply, natural gas, electricity, heating, and other pipelines. Supporting facilities such as heating plants, power stations, and sewage treatment plants need to be built nearby, and the detailed solutions for these are also included in the planning proposal, which Lin Lou also explained.

These are also the reasons why Linlou has determined that the plan will not be changed, because it would be too much trouble to make changes. Holding the Asian Games once would require most of the plans to be completely redone, which is clearly impractical.

"In the construction of various districts, there are also reserved six to ten hectares of land for public sports facilities, which can be used to build some small venues to meet the needs of small-scale sports competitions and the exercise needs of the masses. However, since our main focus is the main stadium, we don't need to worry about these for now!"

"However, since there are options in all four directions, how can we determine the exact location for the main stadium?" Everyone looked at the map, feeling uncertain.

"There's no problem, there are only four plots of land in total. We can just go and take a look at each one! As long as we can secure the design task for the main stadium of the Asian Games, running a few extra miles won't be a big deal!" Li Qingxi was ready to set off immediately.

"Definitely not today, it's almost dark outside. Even if we go, we won't be able to see much. Let's go early tomorrow morning instead! And I think we don't need to check all four plots of land, just this one should be enough!" Lin pointed out at the location on the north third ring road.

"This piece of land totals 110 hectares, making it the largest public sports land in all of Beijing! It was specifically set aside for hosting the Olympic Games when formulating the urban planning scheme! I reckon this time we will use a portion of it to build the main stadium, and later on, after successfully bidding for the Olympics, we will develop the remaining portion."

This piece of land has at least half as much sports development land as anywhere else, and considering the future demand for bidding for the Olympic Games, the main stadium will definitely be built here if it needs to be constructed.

So these experts did consider future needs when formulating urban planning proposals. They even took into account the land use for the Olympics back in the 1980s. However, no one could have anticipated that China and Beijing would change so rapidly in the future, and that ordinary people could actually afford cars...

According to memory, in Beijing, not only the Olympic Sports Center Stadium was built here, but also the Asian Games Village covering 31.5 hectares, with a construction area of 520,000 square meters, was constructed nearby.

In addition, an International Broadcasting and Television Center, also known as the Media Center, has been built for live broadcasting and recording of events, as well as live international satellite transmission of all competitions venues for the Asian Games.

The new Beijing Television Station building is built to improve the quality of TV broadcast programs; the new airport terminal increases the number of people entering and leaving the port from 1500 people per hour to 3500 people per hour; and the AnYuan North Community, AnHui South Community and other facilities to solve the housing for demolition, staff accommodation, and provide commercial housing for Beijing residents.

If time permits, you can also choose a few of these projects to compete in, which can expand the business scope of the firm and further enhance your reputation.

The entire Asian Games project covers a total of 2.4 million square meters, which can be said to be a feast for architects. Lin is not only concerned about getting enough to eat, but also about eating well. He must make sure to secure the best dishes.

"This place is quite close to us! It's only about four or five kilometers away, looks convenient too. We won't need to find a car tomorrow, we can just ride our bikes there!"

"It's so convenient to watch the Asian Games! When the Asian Games begin, others will have to squeeze onto the subway or take the bus! We can just take a leisurely stroll and be back in no time, probably within a couple of hours." Everyone is delighted that the main stadium of the Asian Games is planned to be located here.

They chatted enthusiastically about various topics related to the Asian Games until around ten o'clock in the evening before reluctantly dispersing. By early morning, around six o'clock, they came back again.

After having breakfast, riding bicycles, bringing along cameras, notebooks, and other tools, a group of people set off toward the south in a mighty procession. As they traveled, they thought about what might be happening on both sides of the road ahead.

This is the Forest Park National Tennis Center. Further south is the Chinese Academy of Sciences. There are a lot of experts here! Here is the National Convention Center, next to the Intercontinental Hotel North Chenzhou. Staying here, you can see the Bird's Nest. To the west is the famous Pan Gu Grand View, right opposite the Bird's Nest.

The location of the Bird's Nest is not far ahead, which is the site of the Olympic Sports Center. However, at the moment, it is still deserted and far less beautiful than it will be in the future.

"It should be around here, but with such a large piece of land, where exactly should the sports center be built?" Apart from the Lin Building, everyone is still unsure where the Olympic Sports Center Gymnasium should be constructed!"

110 hectares is equivalent to 11,000 mu, 110,000 square meters, a length of just over one kilometer, and a width of a little over one kilometer. This vast plot of land makes it difficult to determine the exact location of the Olympic Sports Center Gymnasium, which occupies only four hectares, less than four percent of the total area.

"The urban planning and development of Beijing spread from the inside out, so it must have started with the development of the most southern location!" With the experience from future generations, it's much easier to work backwards to deduce the results. Lin Lou pointed to the Yuan Dynasty's city wall ruins ahead and said, "That's the city wall over there. Considering the need for cultural relics protection, there must be a buffer zone left."

"So it should be about where we are standing!" Based on memory, Lin walked to the center of the venue at the Olympic Sports Center. There's nothing here now.

"Xiao Lou makes sense. This location is not far from the planned Line 5, making transportation and evacuation convenient. The surrounding terrain is also similar, so even with some deviation, it will not affect the design plan. A blank canvas is perfect for design work here, as the impact of surrounding buildings doesn't need to be considered for now."

So everyone immediately got busy. Some took photos with their cameras, some set up their easels to start drawing by hand, some pointed and gestured at the land, expressing their ideas. Linlou was considering the defects of the original Olympic Sports Center and how to make up for these defects while saving costs as much as possible.

And it's not just the Olympic Sports Center Gymnasium in this area, there are also basketball halls, the Olympic Sports Center Stadium, the International Fencing Center, the Olympic Sports Center Tennis Stadium, Mr. Huo's donated Yingdong Swimming Pool, and other sports facilities that need to be taken into consideration in the design phase.

Spending most of the morning here, I didn't leave until noon with a full harvest. After lunch, others started discussing, but Linlou took the bus to the Workers' Stadium. It was almost time for Linlou, Ouyang Can, and Xiong Ming to meet up and watch the game at the Workers' Stadium.

"I remember at that time, this place was just a wilderness, with a nickname called "Reed Pond", as the name suggests, it was a pond with reeds. So, the first step in building the Workers' Stadium was to fill in this low-lying reed pond in the eastern suburbs. The elevation difference of the reed pond was up to 7 meters, and it would require at least 284,000 cubic meters of soil to fill it. In the end, more than 500,000 cubic meters of soil were used to fill this large reed pond," Ouyang Can reminisced, pointing to the stadium in front of him.

"Back then, conditions were tough, and there weren't as many large machines as there are now! So most of the work had to be done with human labor! The workers were very hardworking, but no one would admit to being tired! Every day, the construction site was bustling with activity! Each small team was competing with each other, saying 'you worked fast today, but I have to exceed you tomorrow!'"

"The stadium was completed in just eleven months, and a month later the first National Games were held! I was there at the time and even saw the President, not only the President, but also Chairman Liu, Comrade Wu Hao, and the old General were all there. General He delivered the opening speech! The audience was so excited at that time!"

As Ouyang Can spoke, a trace of teardrops welled up in the corner of his eye. This stadium holds countless wonderful memories for him! Wiping away a tear, he continued to narrate the glorious history of the Workers' Stadium to them.

"Representatives from over ten countries including the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Vietnam, and the French Labor Sports Union attended the opening ceremony, along with 11 military sports delegations. Our country had 29 sports delegations and over 10,000 athletes and staff participating in this grand event, which is unprecedented in China."

"After that, the second, third, and fourth National Games were also held here; then came the 26th World Table Tennis Championship, which was the first international event hosted by our country."

"Our country has won the men's team world championship; Zhuang Zedong won the men's singles world championship, and Qiu Zhonghui won the women's singles world championship!"

"You don't know, during the men's team final, Xu Yingsheng spiked against Japan's Niiyama, and when he spiked, the entire audience was counting along to help him. I was shouting so much that my voice went hoarse. When the Japanese player didn't receive the twelfth spike, the whole stadium erupted!" Xiong Ming was also reminded by him, pointing to the sports arena he designed.

However, this time they didn't just come to reminisce. After expressing their emotions, they entered the venue and took photos, drew pictures, and recorded the current status of the various details inside the venue, discussing how to make changes and adjustments.

This task obviously cannot be completed in half a day. By the time the sun was about to set and it was almost time for dinner, only a small part had been looked at. "Xiao Lou, your drawing skills are truly impeccable! Let's stop here for today, I'll take you to eat Braised Vegetables!"

Ouyang Can patted Lin Lou's shoulder, intending to keep his promise.

Pushing myself a bit, there will be an update at twelve o'clock, it might be a bit late, but it will definitely be there. Normal updates should resume tomorrow.
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The taste of Luo's dishes is really good. Linlou has never had this kind of dish before, so coming over this time is quite an eye-opener. He's even thinking about bringing Yubingbing over to try it on the weekend.

If it were an ordinary girl, she would probably be angry if you took her to eat this kind of food. She might think you are taking her to eat leftovers. But Buyang Buyang is not that kind of girl. She can go to a fancy restaurant or to a roadside food stall without any problem. She can adapt to any environment with ease.

So, in the next few days, Linlou went to the Workers' Stadium with Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming during the day for inspection, and in the evening, he discussed the plan for the Olympic Sports Center with several teachers when he returned to the courtyard.

"The main difficulty in the design of the Asian Games main stadium lies in the roof, and according to some information I have collected, spatial grid structures are currently a better solution internationally." Lin Mitai showed them several articles.

The truss structure is a spatial structure formed by connecting multiple rods in a certain grid form through nodes. It has the advantages of small spatial force, light weight, high stiffness, and good seismic performance, which is often seen in train stations.

This structure was once popular in China and surpassed any other country, becoming the country with the most construction of global space grid structure buildings. It was not until the widespread adoption of light structures such as portal steel frames and steel trusses, as well as the emergence of various new structures such as cable-stayed beams and cable-supported domes, that its popularity gradually declined.

However, this does not mean that spatial grid structural architecture has completely exited the historical stage. Various structures have their own advantages and disadvantages, and they have different applicable ranges. In some special occasions, this kind of structure still plays a role. For example, the terminal building of the new Beijing International Airport continues to use this structure.

Lin Mita's suggestion is exactly the same as the original historical choice. The original Olympic Sports Center Stadium adopted a combination of cable-stayed hyperbolic paraboloid shell structure. The advantage of this method is that it saves materials, and the roof is lighter than other methods commonly used today. However, the difficulty lies in the construction technology, as this is still a relatively new and innovative construction process that requires the construction team to gradually explore.

Lin Mita also considered this issue and conducted further research. "There are two implementation methods for this approach: one is a truss structure, and the other is a shell structure."

The shell structure is a spatial truss structure similar to a flat truss, which is based on bars and forms a grid according to certain rules. It is arranged as a shell structure framework, combining the characteristics of a truss and a shell. Its force transmission characteristics are mainly through tension, compression, or shear forces in two directions inside the shell.

The structure of the net shell needs to be more advanced, and the construction difficulty needs to be greater. Therefore, out of the eleven sports venues at the Beijing Asian Games that adopted the net structure, only four used this type of construction, while the remaining seven used relatively simpler net structures.

"Regardless of the method adopted, the key point to note during the construction process is the nodes. Internationally, there are generally two methods: welded hollow sphere nodes and bolted sphere nodes, with the former being the more mature technology used in more projects... " Lin Mi-ta also detailed the specifics and differences of these two techniques.

"I think discussing it ourselves is not enough. I will find some experienced construction workers to come and give us some advice!" Lin added, whether it's finding Li Lanzhou from Liu Jian, or finding colleagues of Meng Zhijun from Zhongjian, it's very convenient, and even asking Qi Baocheng to help introduce some construction experts from Tiejian would also work."

When constructing the waiting hall of the train station, Iron Construction may also need similar designs, and perhaps their experience in this area could be even more extensive.

"In terms of landscaping, this is how I have considered it. Although the original plot of land is barren, there are still some trees, especially a few well-grown gingko trees! Just like the way we helped design the Xiangshan Hotel, I want to preserve these trees and use the gingko trees as the core to start the landscaping design," said Li Qingxi.

"The water, electricity, heating, and ventilation systems in sports facilities are a bit different from other projects, but it's fortunate that I learned a lot of information when working on the Uludi National Stadium. I don't think there should be any problem now," Jin Qiu Xiang added.

Feng Shaoping, Hu Zhongping, Xu Jiaping, and others also expressed their views one after another, presenting their own design drafts, and Linlou also provided comments on each one.

"Even if everything goes smoothly, construction is estimated to start at the earliest in 1986 or 1987. The design plans are not finalized yet, so there's no need to draw conclusions so early. Let's prepare as much as possible!" With plenty of time, Lin is in no rush.

After reviewing these plans, he still feel some regrets. While the plans are indeed commendable and even have leading aspects domestically, they are primarily at the level of learning from foreign advanced experiences and do not have any points that surpass foreigners.

Linlou also understands that after all, the country has just opened up, and the domestic architectural design level lags behind the foreign countries for many years. The same is true for the construction of sports facilities, and the economy is not more affluent. It is not very realistic to make better designs than foreign countries on such a basis.

However, not being able to achieve the overall goal does not mean that progress cannot be made in smaller areas. So Lin Lou thought for a moment and called Zhou Yalun over to inquire about the work progress during this period.

"The industrialized production research progress of the fast-hardening cement is going well. They said that the results should be ready in a few months. I have also contacted a cement plant in advance. As soon as they have results, we can start industrial production trials. As for the funding, the money given last time has not been used up, so there is no need for supplementation for the time being."

When Zhou Yalun went home for Chinese New Year this year, she was received warmly. As a result, she is now full of energy. After finishing her report, without waiting for Lin Lou to give instructions, she proactively asked, "Boss, do you have any new tasks for me?"

"There is a very important task that I need to assign to you. First, go to Tsinghua University's Building Materials Research Institute and other similar research institutions in Beijing to investigate the types of large-scale building insulation materials they have. Then, write a report for me. I will select one of them to cooperate in developing the exterior insulation materials for the main stadium of the Asian Games."

"Oh, I almost forgot, congratulations to you, boss, for participating in the design work of the Asian Games venues! I heard about this when I was in Hong Kong! It is said that Mr. Ho and the others also want to donate money to the Asian Games, and Mr. Ho even declared that he plans to donate one billion!" This Asian Games has drawn attention from not only the people in the country.

Many compatriots from Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan, as well as overseas Chinese, want to contribute. A total of 270 million RMB was donated for this Asian Games. Mr. Huo alone donated one billion, which was a huge amount in the 1980s, equivalent to tens of billions in today's terms. This money was later used for the construction of a swimming pool and named the Yingdong Swimming Pool.

By the time of the 2008 Olympic Games, the country had become more prosperous and no longer accepted donations. However, Mr. Huo strongly insisted on making a donation and once again donated two billion, which was used for the construction of the Water Cube.

Mr. Huo wanted to personally attend the Olympic Games in 2008, but unfortunately, he passed away in 2006 and was unable to fulfill this wish.

However, after the end of the women's 3-meter springboard diving competition at the 2008 Olympic Games, Mr. Huo's son, Huo Zhenting, personally presented the gold medal to Guo Jingjing, who won the championship, also known as Mr. Huo's daughter-in-law. This can be considered as a compensation for Mr. Huo's regret!

I am a little inconvenient to donate too much, let's use Linqiao's name to donate together later! Just take down another venue, in addition to the Yingdong Swimming Pool, there is also a specially named stadium in this Asian Games competition venues. A total of 20 million national laborers have also donated a stadium to the Asian Games, and that is the Glorious Sports Arena where the fencing competition is held.

Maybe it's possible to have one more now, and then I definitely wouldn't want to donate more than Mr. Huo, but donating tens of millions would be enough to build a stadium.

Zhou Yalun is also very proactive in contributing to the Asian Games. "Boss, do you want to use new materials in the design of the venue? Then it will be much easier. As long as we can participate in the construction of the Asian Games venue, I don't think any unit will refuse us."

"The main issue is that the insulation materials currently used in sports venues are not suitable. The commonly used metal sandwich panels do not meet the requirements for waterproofing and insulation performance in the venue. Moreover, the roof is often subjected to deformation due to long-term exposure to sunlight, especially during the hours of 9-10 am and 4-6 pm. Visitors entering the gymnasium can often hear the roof making popping sounds. These were the experiences of the visitors during the recent tour of the Workers' Gymnasium."

"The average audience may not mind, but if these sounds interfere with the athletes' performance, then it becomes the responsibility of us architects! Athletes are usually fully concentrated during the competition and may not hear these sounds, but accidents are always possible. Therefore, it would be best to address this issue with technical solutions."

"I understand, so this new material should have good waterproofing and insulation effects, and it must not deform due to thermal expansion and contraction!" Zhou Yalun earnestly noted the requirements.

"In addition, we need to consider the cost and aesthetic issues. If it's too expensive, we can't afford it. If it's too ugly, it will be a laughing stock. It's equally unsuitable for use." Lin Lou added a few more sentences and then kept her busy.

Actually, there have been mature solutions to this problem in later generations. Linlou just needs a suitable partner to implement these materials in advance.

Zhou Yalun quickly began searching for suitable teams in various research institutes in the capital. As soon as the staff at these research institutions heard that she was seeking partners for the Asian Games, they became excited and tried their best to participate in the project, vying to present their own research achievements.

Lin Lou carefully reviewed the materials and finally discovered that the research institute of his alma mater still had the strongest strength. After all, it was backed by Tsinghua University, so it was natural that the strength was impressive with Tsinghua's reserve of human resources.

Especially, they have strong expertise in the field of metal sheet, so it should not be a problem for them to complete the research and development of this new material.

So Zhou Yalun once again came to the Tsinghua Building Materials Research Institute. Ling Zhiyuan rushed to greet her at the door and brought the head of the metal sheet group, Zhang Shengli, to fight for this cooperation. "Ms. Zhou, you have visited last time. After you left, we calculated that there are several types of sheet materials in the laboratory that should meet your requirements."

"Yes, materials such as silicates, ceramics, and glass wool have great prospects. We have conducted several experiments and the results have been good. Now we just need a small amount of funding to speed up the experiments," Zhang Shengli has been studying this issue carefully with his team in recent days. The department even managed to allocate some money for them to conduct experiments.

"I have seen these materials before, and they may have good performance in waterproofing and insulation, but the cost and appearance issues may still be difficult to solve for a while," Zhengyalun has been busy these days and has made preliminary judgments on the solutions presented by various research institutions.

"Whether from a cost perspective or from an aesthetic point of view, metal sheets may be the real solution that meets the needs of the Asian Games venues!" And she has already obtained the solution from Linlou.

"But metal sheets always face the problem of thermal expansion and contraction, right?" Zhang Shengli frowned. The vast majority of metals have relatively high thermal expansion and contraction coefficients, are quite sensitive to temperature, and are prone to thermal expansion and contraction phenomena, except for antimony and bismuth, which have the special property of thermal contraction and expansion.

"If single metal and conventional molding are used, it is indeed prone to thermal expansion and contraction. However, if composite metal and special molding are used, the company has accumulated certain information in this area. The general direction has already been determined. As long as funds are invested in this direction, results are guaranteed. It all depends on whether Mr. Zhang is willing to proceed with our plan!" Zhou Yalun produced another sheet of paper.

"No problem, I'll do as you said!" Zhang Shengli hadn't even recovered yet, and Ling Zhiyuan had already agreed. When someone offers money, why be afraid of not delivering results?

"However, I have been researching the current project for a long time! Suddenly asking me to change direction now..." Zhang Shengli still hasn't reacted.

"Still the same as the last cooperation, the initial $100,000 will be used for purchasing equipment, consumables, and other necessary expenses. The second payment will be made based on progress and needs. The patents generated during the research period will belong to us, and the articles can only be published after our review," Zhou Yalun said directly.

One hundred thousand US dollars! The total funding I received last year was only ten thousand yuan, and that's considered pretty good in our institute! With ten thousand yuan, I can buy so much equipment and conduct many experiments!

"I can start now!" Zhang Shengli finally reacted.
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As long as there's a hundred thousand dollars, what's a little delay in time? This is more than all the funding I've received since starting my research work until now. Although the money has to be used according to their requirements, equipment still needs to be purchased, right? And these equipment won't just be used once. After completing this project, they'll still stay in our team, won't they?

By then, using more advanced equipment for research will definitely improve efficiency, right? Maybe several projects can be completed in one go, which will actually save time.

Zhang Shengli finally settled the accounts. Zhou Yalun took out the contract, and with the previous experience, Ling Zhiyuan and Zhang Shengli quickly signed it. After affixing the official seal of Tsinghua University's Building Materials Research Institute, the cooperation was considered to be achieved.

"Are you planning to have me research metal sheet panels? In that case, we'll need to purchase some new equipment such as welding machines, sheet metal stretching equipment, cutting equipment, and equipment to test the corrosion and strength of the metal. Our current equipment models are too outdated and while they still work, I'm concerned about their efficiency." Just after signing the contract, Zhang Shengli couldn't wait to say.

"As long as it is necessary for the project, we will support it. I can give you $100,000 right now. You can make a report to apply for using this money to purchase equipment and materials. But you must ensure that these equipment and materials are essential for this project. Otherwise, as clearly stated in the contract, not only will we suspend cooperation, we will also make claims against you," Zhou Yalun reminded.

"No, no, the equipment and consumables list will be reviewed by our department first, and then we will hand it over to you for confirmation. Only after you confirm it will we make the purchase!" Ling Zhiyuan hurriedly said. Does the research institution not lack funding now? It's not easy to get so much money, so how could we dare to be reckless?

If we provoke others and interrupt the cooperation, I guarantee that other research institutions will rush to demand cooperation with Zhou Yalun and them. By then, the face of Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute will be lost!

And it's a company from Hong Kong. Report them to the relevant department and put a stop to their disrupting the investment environment, then the director doesn't need to work anymore!

Furthermore, this kind of cooperation will be very beneficial for them. Huang Aiguo has already published several articles, so if Zhang Shengli can produce something as well, we won't have to worry about meeting our article quota for this year!

In addition, these devices will not be taken away after use, and they have become fixed assets of the institute. This new equipment is worth nearly $200,000 altogether. There are no other research institutions in the country that are as well-equipped as ours!

So no matter from which perspective, Ling Zhiyuan must ensure that these two projects are carried out in strict accordance with the terms in the contract, without any room for negligence.

"So, what is the topic of our research this time?" Ling Zhiyuan looked eagerly at the data in Zhou Yalun's hands. The successful progress of the rapid-drying cement project last time made him have a few more expectations for Zhou Yalun's company. They really have some real skills.

"Aluminum-magnesium-manganese board." Zhou Yalun handed over the information given by Linlou, and after a period of use, it was found that the metal sandwich panel originally used in the Beijing Olympic Sports Center stadium had many problems and gradually could not meet the usage requirements. Therefore, it was replaced with aluminum-magnesium-manganese board similar to the National Grand Theater, and this kind of board has not yet started large-scale application.

"This kind of board is lighter than color steel plate, but its melting point is much lower. It only needs over 600 degrees Celsius to melt, while color steel plate requires over 1500 degrees Celsius to melt. Its high temperature resistance is much worse. What if there is a fire?" Zhang Shengli asked as he took the data.

"The situation you mentioned does exist, but if we consider it from a different perspective, these panels are used for roofing. In the unfortunate event of a fire, would it be a good thing or a bad thing if the roof were to be burned through?" Linlou had previously mentioned these questions to Zhou Yalun, so she answered smoothly.

Huh? Ling Zhiyuan and Zhang Shengli are both engaged in building materials, and have also had some exposure to research materials on fire incidents in buildings. After being reminded by Zhou Yalun, I immediately realized it!

Yes, during a fire, the roof is prone to being burned through, which can cause the fire to spread outward rather than horizontally inward, reducing the threat of the fire to the people indoors. It also helps firefighters to extend fire hoses from the top to extinguish the fire, which is a good thing!

If it's replaced with color steel plates with a higher melting point, then the flames would be trapped in the room, posing a greater threat to the indoor crowd and more likely to produce smoke, leading to suffocation and death.

"How to mix various metals in metal alloys to achieve the most effective results, what materials to use to better avoid surface oxidation of metals, and how to handle the structural design of sheet metal, all of these need to be carefully studied. I estimate..." Zhang Shengli complained habitually, trying to buy himself some time, as he looked through the materials handed to him by Zhou Yalun, then he fell silent.

"Lao Zhang, what's wrong?" Ling Zhiyuan also looked over curiously, then also froze, because the questions that Zhang Shengli had complained about before were all explained in the material.

Adding how much magnesium and manganese in aluminum alloy can achieve the strongest strength and stiffness that best meets the usage requirements. What method can be used to treat the surface to avoid oxidation. All of this is almost directly stated, and he only needs to conduct a few experiments according to the general direction given in the data, and he should be able to obtain an accurate answer after a few attempts.

Is this reliable? The institution should be close to achieving results, so there's no reason to give up. Why would they come to us? Just as Zhang Shengli was about to question, he immediately thought of Huang Aiguo's quick-drying cement group. Initially, he had the same doubts, and then... they started publishing articles within a month.

And if we question it now and convince the other party, if they come back saying "what you said is valid, then we need to reconsider our cooperation", won't we lose out on a hundred thousand dollars? That would be a big loss!

So Zhang Shengli curbed his curiosity and gathered the materials. "I will immediately use these materials to compile a complete list of equipment and consumables needed for this research, and submit it for approval as soon as possible!"

"Okay, if the list is fine, I will arrange for someone to purchase the equipment from the United States, Europe, or Japan! All of these locations have branches of Autec Company, making it easy for them to help with equipment procurement. Additionally, the investment company is registered in Hong Kong, so the equipment and consumables will also be shipped to Hong Kong, avoiding any concerns about shipping restrictions."

It would be even better when it arrives in Hong Kong, as less sensitive equipment can be directly transported in, while slightly more sensitive ones can be brought in through other channels.

"Nice working with you! Researcher Zhang will go back to organize the list. I won't delay you any longer. Let's have a meal together after the list is approved!" Zhou Yalun got up, shook hands with the two of them, and prepared to leave.

"Lao Zhang being busy is not important, we still have other people here! Since you're here, we must still have a meal!" Ling Zhiyuan hurriedly insisted, and when they arrived at the dinner table, the other members of the research team also joined in.

"Manager Zhou, our team has achieved a lot in the field of engineering plastics, and several projects are on the verge of a breakthrough, but we are currently lacking funds!"

"Ms. Zhou, let me offer you a toast. You must take a look at the fireproof coating we are currently researching. It's a great product! For example, the performance of the fireproof coatings commonly used domestically has been improved by 30%, while the cost has decreased by 20%. With an investment of just $80,000, no, $50,000, I should be able to develop it!"

"Our polypropylene pipe material has also reached the stage of yielding results...." One by one, the researchers presented their research results in hopes of winning Zhou Yalun's favor and securing funding.

"Ms. Zhou, the funding in our department is really tight. We can only allocate funds for a few key projects, and the others will have to be put on hold," Ling Zhiyuan explained apologetically. "However, you are well aware of the strength of our Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute. Among similar research institutions in China, we are definitely in a leading position! Collaborating with you is undoubtedly stronger and more likely to yield results than collaborating with other institutions."

"I have already experienced this, Researcher Huang's progress has given us many surprises!" Although Huang Aiguo's rapid-setting cement project has not yet achieved large-scale industrial production, it has already helped Hualin Company obtain several important international patents, and the first investment is also expected to be recouped soon."

"I will take these materials back for our team to study. If there are suitable projects, we will definitely prioritize cooperation with your organization!" Zhou Yalun took the materials.

Several researchers immediately smiled and seemed to see hope for their own projects to continue. They awkwardly began to compliment one another, which made Ling Zhiyuan feel even more uncomfortable. If the department were a little more generous, these valuable researchers wouldn't need to resort to such tactics.

After having dinner, Zhou Yalun handed the materials to Lin Lou when they returned to the quadrangle. Lin Lou swiftly flipped through the materials and said, "There are indeed some valuable things inside!"

Tsinghua's Institute of Building Materials Research is indeed not just talk. The expertise of these researchers is indeed impressive, many of them are leading in China. "You can leave it here for now. I really don't have time these days. Once I have time, I will study it carefully and arrange for you to follow up on any results."

The research conference on the opening of other sports venues is about to start! Lin will definitely need to be more prepared, in addition to the daily work of the law firm and the renovation research of the Workers' Stadium. I really don't have time to look at these for the moment.

Soon, another round of meetings began. The focus of this meeting was on the arrangement of other sports venues. The staff from the planning department first appeared and, in conjunction with the future urban planning of Beijing, outlined the construction scope of the sports venues. The architects then discussed the situation of these plots based on this information.

Sure enough, as expected, this plot of land in the North Third Ring Road has been designated as the construction site for the main stadium of the Asian Games. If the bid is successful, a new comprehensive sports arena will be built here.

Linlou saw that several senior architects who were in a period of high creativity showed a clear change in expression after hearing the news. It seems that they have all set their sights on this project!

After the adjournment, those few immediately headed to the north third ring road. After observing the scene for a long time, they all aimed to win this large project with Linlou at first sight.

"Hehe, it looks like we'll be competing with these few. Come to think of it, I'm feeling a bit nervous. Back when I was in school, I even used the textbooks they wrote, and used their works as study examples." Li Qingxi laughed.

"What's there to be nervous about? Even if these teachers are formidable, are there architects from France, the United States, or Japan any more formidable? We've beaten them more than once before!" Xu Jiaping said confidently.

These architects are indeed very talented in their work in China, but they lack understanding of the latest developments in the architectural field due to their long-term work in the country. Compared to the strong competitors they encountered in the architectural design competition at The Peak Club in Hong Kong and the Venice Architecture Biennale, their overall strength is somewhat weaker.

"Can't be careless. It's always right to be more prepared!" Linlou reminded. There are pros and cons to this matter. Although the strength of these few competitors is weaker, their influence in the domestic construction industry is not insignificant. If we adopt a bidding approach in the future, their relationship with those judges will definitely be better than ours."

If the plan put forward by Linlou is only slightly better than theirs, it's hard to say who will come out on top. Therefore, it must completely surpass theirs to be acceptable.

The application for hosting the Asian Games has not been formally submitted yet. It's a bit early to talk about it now, so Linlou can only quietly make preparations.

After another meeting, Zhou Yalun has transported the purchased equipment back to the capital and delivered it to Zhang Shengli's research lab. After familiarizing himself with the equipment, he began his research according to the information provided by Lin Lou.

Manufacture aluminum-magnesium-manganese alloy sheets according to the formula, and then use a hammer pattern to increase the stiffness of the aluminum-magnesium-manganese sheet, while achieving a more uniform oxidation to achieve the purpose of corrosion resistance.

After producing the preliminary product, Zhang Shengli compared this kind of board with color steel plate. The test results showed that the aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate can form an aluminum oxide film with the atmosphere to prevent further corrosion, while the color steel plate is prone to corrosion and rust under the erosion of humid air, rain, and snow, especially at the joints.

In terms of weight, the aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate is only one-third of the color steel plate, which greatly reduces the load on the building and also saves materials.

In addition, aluminum-magnesium-manganese board can also be directly used as a lightning protection conductor, without the need to install separate lightning protection devices on the roof, which saves a lot of costs.

As for the issue of melting point, we have already discussed that the low melting point of aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate is not a bad thing, as it becomes an advantage when used for roofing.

In terms of performance, aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates outperform color steel plates in all aspects. The only drawback is that this is a new material, and the production cost is relatively high, making it difficult to afford.

"Second update today."
Chapter 395 The Asian Games is Coming

"Ms. Zhou, this thing is good, but it's just too expensive! The venues for the Asian Games are at least tens of thousands of square meters. How much does it cost to build a roof? We can't afford it!" When Zhou Yalun came to the Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute again, Zhang Shengli couldn't help expressing his concerns.

"It's okay! The formal application for the Asian Games has not started yet! Even if we apply this year, the results won't be out until next year. If everything goes smoothly, it will take seven years before the Asian Games can be held! Counting back from this timeline, the earliest the construction of sports venues can begin is in 1986. That means we have at least three years to reduce the manufacturing cost of aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates. We have plenty of time!" Zhou Yalun had already received Lin Lou's instructions and was not worried at all.

"Besides, according to domestic standards, this price may seem a bit high, but labor costs in our country are low! After producing the finished product, we can sell it to foreign countries, and this price is nothing to them! Third-generation stadiums are currently in high demand in Europe, America, and Japan. We will definitely be able to recover our costs!" Zhou Yalun had already calculated that even with the current production costs, we can still win the favor of European and American customers.

"I can rest assured now!" Zhang Shengli breathed a sigh of relief. He was worried that Zhou Yalun would cut the project due to cost issues. Although according to the contract, the previously purchased equipment does not need to be returned, he still felt guilty. It was a hundred thousand US dollars, and he would definitely feel guilty if it went to waste because of his fault.

Moreover, Zhou Yalun's company and the previous collaboration with Tsinghua University's Institute of Building Materials have been very pleasant. Researchers from other groups have also submitted so many projects in the past! Everyone is waiting for a prompt response and the allocation of funds to start the experiments!

If things don't go smoothly on our end, causing Zhou Yalun to doubt the strength of Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute, and thereby affecting the results of other groups' applications, Zhang Shengli would be too embarrassed to face those colleagues again!

"The last funding has been almost used up, right? I'll transfer the next funding to you as soon as possible, so you can focus on your research without worries!" Before Zhang Shengli could bring it up, Zhou Yalun took the initiative to discuss the topic.

After this period of adaptation, Zhou Yalun also felt that this was indeed a good business. The labor cost in the mainland is really too low. The same experimental project, if placed in Europe and America, would not have enough budget even if it costs $100,000 for the laboratory labor costs. Then where would the money to purchase so much equipment and consumables come from?

Moreover, the mainland seems to be relatively backward, but there is no lack of talent at all. Just take the personnel of Tsinghua University's Institute of Building Materials as an example. They may lack a bit of vision compared to similar laboratories abroad, but in terms of practical skills and experimental planning capabilities, they can all achieve excellent standards!

As long as they can find the right project, they can produce results at the fastest speed, then apply for international patents through lawyers in Hong Kong, and then they can make money effortlessly!

No wonder the boss is unwilling to immigrate to Europe or the United States. With such rich resources at our disposal, making money is simply too easy! It was truly wise of me to switch jobs from Outech Company to here in the beginning! Now, the research on quick-drying cement is about to yield results, and there has been a breakthrough in the research on aluminum-magnesium-manganese sheets!

Even without other projects this year, with just these two items, the company can still be profitable. With the signing of the contract, not only is the $50,000 salary stable, there might even be a bonus! In addition, with the continuous decline of property prices in Hong Kong, Zhou Yalun seems to see that she is getting closer to owning her own thousand square foot mansion!

"Actually, there is still a little bit of remaining funds from the last time. If we use it sparingly, we can hold on for another ten and a half years. There's no need to be in such a hurry!" Zhang Shengli felt a little embarrassed instead!

"Scientific experiments are no different from others, it’s better to be more generous! Besides, according to the contract, you deserve a bonus for making the breakthrough! In my opinion, everyone has worked hard during this time, so the remaining money should be distributed as welfare to everyone!" Zhang Shengli recognized their hard work, and Zhou Yalun saw that they had spent almost all their time in the laboratory."

"Not hard, not hard! Time waits for no one! As long as we can narrow the gap with developed countries, what does losing a bit of sleep matter?" Like most researchers, Zhang Shengli was also a little frightened after seeing the research status of European and American countries when he opened the door to the world, fearing to waste even a bit of time.

Before, due to lack of funding, we had no choice but to rely on theoretical work. Now that we finally have some money, we definitely need to spend it on the most crucial experiments! How can I hold back on that!

I don't know why, even though born and raised in Hong Kong, and studied in the United States, according to reason, it should be difficult to understand Zhang Shengli's thoughts, but after hearing what he said, Zhou Yalun was still somewhat moved.

"Work should also prioritize a balance between work and rest. It's not good to be too stressed. Let me arrange it. Let's all relax at the Miyun Reservoir this weekend. I'll send a car to pick everyone up. Make sure to bring your family along!" Previously, the cooperation between Zhouyalun and the Miyun Reservoir was very pleasant, so this time the activity was also arranged there.

"Report the list of equipment and consumables needed for the next experiment. I will arrange the purchase as soon as possible! I will come to pick you all up early on Sunday with my car! Remember, everyone must be present, not a single person missing!" After saying that, Zhou Yalun left without giving Zhang Shengli a chance to refuse.

When the weekend came, we took everyone to the Miyun Reservoir. The blue sky, white clouds, green hills, and clear water, along with the delicious reservoir fish, satisfied everyone's desires and relaxed their bodies and minds.

When they came back, Zhou Yalun gave them benefits, including liquor, meat, rice, and a substantial amount of foreign exchange vouchers. These items energized the research team, and when they returned to work on Monday, they immediately immersed themselves passionately in the next round of research, determined to reduce the cost of aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates.

On the other hand, during this period, he has attended several meetings at the Lin Building and provided valuable opinions on the construction of the Asian Games venues and the Asian Games village.

After the meeting, Liu Tong shared some good news with them, "Comrades, just yesterday, our Beijing city officially submitted an application to the Olympic Council of Asia to bid for the hosting rights of the 11th Asian Games in 1990. The council has accepted our application, and we will be able to find out the result in Seoul next year!"

The sound of applause filled the venue! Everyone felt proud of the matter and was excited, eager to start construction right away!

"Once the application is successful, those projects we discussed earlier will be formally carried out! However, before that, we need to continuously improve the plans and provide reference opinions to the application committee according to the progress of the application!"

"When everyone goes back today, be sure to watch the CCTV's hourly news. There will be a special report at that time!" Liu Tong is also very excited. If the Asian Games can be successfully held, it would be really great!"

"Xiaolou, do you have a TV there? Let's go to your place to watch later!" Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming said to Linlou, since they haven't bought a TV at their homes yet! According to their income, they certainly have enough money but TV tickets are really scarce!

"Okay, I'll prepare the dishes, and we can watch TV while enjoying hotpot!" The courtyard hotpot restaurant is getting ready to open again! When we return to the courtyard, it won't just be Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming, there will also be some architects from other design units coming along. They all want to see the news of the application submission as soon as possible.

By night, the quadrangle courtyard was packed with people. There were six hot pots ordered, not only for the visitors brought by Lin Lou, but also for several teachers and their family members, students from the architecture department, as well as some literary figures who happened to be holding a salon here. Thankfully, the quadrangle courtyard was quite spacious, so it didn't feel too crowded!

Directly move the television out of the room and set it up, then connect two speakers. Make sure everyone can hear clearly. While waiting for the start of the hourly news, everyone is chatting animatedly.

"Wow, you architecture students are really great! You can contribute to the Asian Games, but even if we wanted to help, we wouldn't know how to get involved!" someone exclaimed.

"Why can't you contribute anymore? The Asian Games will also have an opening ceremony with a cultural performance. You work in music, so if you could help write a theme song for the Asian Games, that would be amazing!"

"It's my turn to write now! But you're right, regardless of the outcome, we still have to come up with something! I'll go back and think it over carefully, and see if I can come up with something to write!"

"The Asian Games have mascots and emblems, right? I can work on that!" said a young painter.

"I can only help by writing some promotional material!" Several young writers and poets are also eager to contribute. China really needs international recognition now, and everyone wants to do something for China's bid for the Asian Games.

"Come on, let's have a toast to officially bidding for the Asian Games!" Li Qingxi shouted and raised his glass. Regardless of whether they could drink or not, everyone at the scene filled their glasses without any hesitation!

The familiar prelude played, and the hourly news began. The bustling courtyard suddenly quieted down, and everyone turned their attention to the TV screen.

"Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. Today is the X day of the X month, 1983, and it is a X day of the X month in lunar calendar. Welcome to our prime time news program. First, let me introduce the main content of today's program to you..."

"Comrade XXX cordially met with President XXX of XXX... The Chinese Olympic Committee officially submitted a bid to the Asian Olympic Council to host the 11th Asian Games in 1990... Since the reform and opening up, our country..."

"We're really going to apply to host the Asian Games!" Everyone instantly ignored everything else and their minds were filled with thoughts about applying to host the Asian Games. They anxiously stared at the big screen, waiting for detailed news about the application to host the Asian Games.

In the cafeteria of Tsinghua University, everyone was watching the TV. "Are we going to bid for the Asian Games? We won the first place in the gold medal list last year in New Delhi. When it's held in Beijing, we will definitely be the first place!"

In the workers' culture palace of Shougang, many workers stood up and said, "We are going to host the Asian Games in Beijing! The steel needed for the Asian Games must be supplied entirely by our Shougang! I will apply to the leader right away. For the Asian Games, I am willing to work overtime in Yiwu and produce the steel needed for the Asian Games as soon as possible!"

"Count me in! I'll work overtime with you!"

"Let's all go! All go!" During this period, the workers are truly the masters of the country, and they all regard Beijing's bid for the Asian Games as their own affair!

"Dad, what is the Asian Games?" In a certain alley in the old town, everyone gathered around a TV at a household's door, and a young elementary school student asked.

"The Asian Games, it's where athletes from all over Asia come together to compete and see who runs the fastest, jumps the farthest. Linlin, don't you like swimming? You should practice well now, maybe you can participate in the Asian Games in the future! Then bring back a championship, and our whole neighborhood will go out to welcome you!"

"I want to participate in the Asian Games, I want to win the championship..." Although this child doesn't know what the Asian Games is, they couldn't help but say such words under the influence of the surrounding atmosphere.

"Good, good, good, I will take you to the Youth Palace tomorrow to sign up for the swimming training class!" Now there is only my dad earning a salary at home, and the finances are a bit tight. Linlin has been clamoring for it several times before, but Dad did not agree. But today, Dad actually brought up this matter on his own. We can just eat less meat in the future. If my daughter can participate in the Asian Games, that would be too prestigious!"

On the street, a young man and woman out for a walk couldn't help but stop in their tracks when they heard the broadcast. "I didn't expect that Beijing would actually start bidding for the Asian Games? This time, we should be able to succeed, right?"

"Sure, that's a plan! Let's go watch the game together at the venue when the time comes!" The young man boldly held the girl's hand, thinking to himself that by then, maybe it won't just be the two of us going to the venue. Our child will also come with us!

"Hey, Beijing always gets ahead of everything good! But it's still a good thing after all. I'll go to the office tomorrow and see what we can do for the Asian Games!" in a Shanghai alley, a man said, half excited and half regretful.

"Is China also bidding for a major sports event now?"

"At that time, we will definitely be first on the medal tally!"

"Hosting the Asian Games in China, we must succeed!"

"Beautiful! Sing it out loud!"

"Wow, that's amazing!" Throughout the country, Chinese citizens who received this message from television or radio were all filled with excitement.

Back at the courtyard of the Lin building, a young poet couldn't contain his excitement and began reciting loudly the poem he had just written.

"From the timid entrance into the Asian Games arena in Tehran in 1974, China..."

By 1982, he had won the championship in New Delhi.

The name 'Sick Man of East Asia'

Has been thrown into the abyss of the Pacific Ocean.

Outstanding sons and daughters of China,

Brave, resilient, and endlessly charming!

In 1990, in Beijing!

Unity, friendship, progress

3.3 billion Asian hearts are connected.

Oh! Lovely China.

Oh! Beautiful Asia...
Chapter 396 Our Business

That evening, Lin Qiao received a call with the message, "Xiaolou, you're better now. Can you help design the competition venues for the Asian Games? Is there something I can do?"

"Hey, can you pay attention to the equipment and software for sports broadcasting, collect more information in this area, and then organize a set of materials for me to submit to Beijing TV and CCTV? Let's see if they need it or not! These equipment definitely need to be imported, but there are not many people familiar with them at the moment. It's unclear which ones should be chosen, they might not even be aware of it."

"No problem, if they think it's suitable, I'll buy it and donate it to them! By the way, Xiaolou, would the Asian Games accept donations? What do you think would be an appropriate amount for us to donate?" Lin Qiao asked again.

"I estimate that it will definitely be accepted. When the time comes, we'll donate together and just put your name on it. I'm a bit uncomfortable with it!" Lin Qiao will stay in the United States for the next few years, while Lin Lou will remain in China.

"As for the amount, we need to consider it carefully. I've heard that Mr. Huo strongly requested donations, so we can't exceed his donation amount! If Mr. Huo donates one billion, then we'll donate several tens of millions; that's just Mr. Huo. If it were Li or Huang instead, we wouldn't bother giving them this face."

"I've been participating in meetings related to the construction of venues over here. When the specific plans come out, I'll take a look at the budgets for various stadiums, and we can just go ahead and pick one that's about right and cover it all!" The donation for the Asian Games started in 1987, and by then, it wouldn't be a problem for them to come up with tens of millions.

At that time, the total budget for the Asian Games was 25 billion, with nearly 19 billion allocated from the central fiscal budget and local self-raised funds. The remaining six billion funding gap could only be filled by calling for private fundraising. To this end, the Asian Games Organizing Committee specially established a "Fundraising Department" to solicit donations, sell broadcasting rights, advertisements, sell houses in the Asian Games Village, and issue sports lottery tickets, among other methods.

Yan Haixia, only 12 years old, studied at Huzhong Primary School in Jianhu County, Jiangsu Province. With a habit of reading newspapers, she saw the news of Zhang Baifa, the then Vice Mayor of Beijing, calling on people across the country to donate money for the Asian Games in the middle of the "China Youth Daily". At that time, she did not know what the Asian Games was, only knowing that her country was organizing a grand event and raising funds for it.

As a result, she donated all the money she saved from buying pens and notebooks, as well as her 1.6 yuan New Year's money. Since she didn't know the mailing address, Xiaohaixia wrote "For Uncle Zhang Baifa" on the envelope. After sending the money, she forgot about the whole thing. Not long after, Yan Haixia received a reply from the fundraising department of the Asian Organizing Committee, stating that Zhang Baifa had received her donation and passed it on to the Asian Organizing Committee.

She also became the top donor for the Asian Games, and was invited to attend the opening ceremony in Beijing. She witnessed the birth of China's first gold medal in this Asian Games.

In order to raise funds, the elderly master of cross-talk, Hou Baolin, has come out of retirement once again. Regarding the donation he made back then, he said, "Ten thousand RMB is insignificant for such a grand event like the Asian Games. However, I know in my heart that this ten thousand RMB was hard-earned, earned word by word."

Li Guixing, a 26-year-old farmer from the Yimeng Mountain area, carried 200 yuan saved by his family through frugal living, and endured hardships such as sleeping outdoors and eating plain steamed buns with pickled vegetables. He walked for 17 days to deliver the donation to Beijing, and his actions were widely celebrated at the time.

In the face of the difficulties encountered in the preparation for the Beijing Asian Games, a nationwide donation campaign has been launched from the top down. "The whole country is the host," "Everyone cares about the Asian Games and everyone contributes to the Asian Games," "The Asian Games compete for national honor, and I add luster to the Asian Games!"

From central leaders to people from all walks of life, from retired elders to children in kindergartens, including compatriots from Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, and overseas Chinese, billions of Chinese people have donated money, goods, and organized charity performances, sales, and medical consultations for the Asian Games. According to statistics, nearly 200 million donations of funds and materials were made for the Asian Games, with a total value of 700 million yuan.

Lin Qiao readily agreed. Since Outeck went public, the stock price has been soaring, and the sales of the new version of CAD software have been smooth sailing. The net worth of him and Lin Lou has multiplied several times, so donating a sports arena is no big deal for them.

It's not just Lin Qiao who cares about this matter. On the second day of the news broadcast, many people came to the quadrangle of Lin's building. "Xiaolou, do you need any help recently? Don't be polite, just consider me as one of them!"

Even the counselor Zhou Ruiqiong came, they knew that Lin Lou is now involved in the design work of the Asian Games venue, and they all want to lend a hand for this matter.

"The official plan is still a long way from being finalized! I really don't need any help at the moment!" Lin understood their thoughts, but there's really nothing I need help with right now.

"How could there be none? If it really doesn't work, I can help you cook and boil water!" But no matter what, everyone was unwilling to leave easily.

Slowly, the news spread to other departments and even other schools, and more people came to look for Lin Lou. A student from Peking University also came over, saying, "Are you Lin Lou? I wrote a poem for the Asian Games, let me recite it to you!"

No, just submit your poems directly to magazines and newspapers. Why do you need to come to me? But still, you shouldn't discourage others' enthusiasm, and should pretend to listen earnestly.

"Xiaolou, I just painted a picture. Do you think it can be hung in the venue of the Asian Games when you see it?" A young painter who often attends their salon also offered his own work. Your painting could be worth a lot of money at an auction in the future! And you're just giving it away like this?

It's understandable that everyone is enthusiastic, but with so many people coming in and out, it's really hard to get any work done! There have been meetings almost every week recently! And there's still work to do on other projects. This can't go on like this.

Fortunately, there are many houses in the Lin building. Although the renovation work on the alley has not been completed, some places are already habitable. So let's quickly and quietly move the office location, and endure this period of time first before making further decisions.

No one dared to inform Mr. Lin, and they left with a few teachers. They left a few people in the courtyard to answer the phone and to receive visitors, recording their enthusiasm and suggestions.

But even so, the Lin Building didn't stay quiet for long. On this day, he was discussing plans with the others in the alley, when Wenxuan sent him a message through the public phone at the alley entrance, asking him to hurry back.

"Someone has come to visit, just let the reception handle it. Why do you need to call me?" Lin Lou was still a little puzzled.

"Others come and we can entertain them, but this time your parents are here. You should come back for a visit, right?" "What? What are they coming for?" Lin Lou was very puzzled.

Then I quickly sat in Yang Mo's car and went back to the quadrangle. As soon as I entered, besides Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying, there were several unfamiliar people. I hurriedly shook hands as we met, "Lin, it's been a long time! I've heard that you are now serving as a consultant for the Asian Games. When we were in Haidong Province, we never had the chance to meet, so we came to Beijing just to see you this time!"

"Xiaolou, this is Mayor Liu of our Nanjiang City, this is the District Director of the Nanjiang City Sports Commission, and this is Director Huang of the City Woodcarving Factory..." Lin Shengbin introduced them one by one to Linlou, all of whom were leaders from their hometown.

The deputy mayor and the director of the Sports Commission coming over is understandable, but why is the director of the wood carving factory here? Lin Lou welcomed them with bewilderment and before he could ask, Mayor Liu offered an explanation, "Hosting the Asian Games is not just Beijing's concern, it's everyone's concern; Xiaolou, you are familiar with the situation, is there anything we can help with?"

"Are you currently in charge of designing the sports venues? See if you can talk to the leaders of the organizing committee about whether each sports venue needs to be decorated with wood carvings. Such large sports venues should have some decorations. The wood carvings in our city of Nanjiang are well-known and can earn a lot of foreign exchange every year. Placing them in the venues will definitely not disgrace the Asian Games!" Mayor Liu said.

"Yes, Lin, when you are designing, you can make any requests, and we guarantee that we can meet them!" Mr. Huang, the head of the woodcarving factory, promised while patting his chest.

After he finished speaking, he stood up and pointed to the courtyard, "There must be archery competitions at the Asian Games, right? Do they need a special venue for archery? I just happened to bring a wooden carving of Li Guang shooting stones, it would be perfect to place it there! Xiao Jiang, unfold the cloth and show it to Lin Gong!"

Wow, this preparation seems quite thorough! It looks like it's a sure thing, but I can't make the final decision on this matter, Linlou said with a troubled expression.

"Xiaolou, who is responsible for this matter? How about you take Mayor Liu to visit and convey the determination of the people of Nanjiang and Haidong to support China in hosting the Asian Games!" suggested Lin Shengbin.

This is possible. Lin sent a message to Gu Weimin and Liu Tong immediately. Not long after, they and the leaders of the State Council and the city arrived, expressing gratitude for the contribution of the people of Haidong Province. They took the wood carvings away and promised to place them in the stadium. If there is a need to use the wood carvings in the future, they promised to give them a call.

The mayor Liu and his team are ecstatic about this. If it weren't for Xiao Lou serving as an advisor to the organizing committee, we wouldn't have had this opportunity. Although the wood carvings in Nanjiang City are famous, they are not the best in the country. Now, they have outshined Dongyang wood carvings, Yueqing huangyang wood carvings, and Chaozhou lacquer wood carvings from Guangdong.

"Haha, are we the first province and city to donate to the Asian Games? Just for this title, Nanjiang City and Haidong Province have gained a lot of attention this time."

"Xiaolou, do you have any idea what else these sports venues might need for donations? It would be best if they were specialties of Haidong City and Nanjiang City. If you can make a list for me, I will make arrangements when I get back!" Mayor Liu tasted sweetness.

"It's hard to say at the moment. The plans for each stadium have not been finalized yet. It will be at least the year after next before there are any results!" We have just submitted the application and it has not been determined that Beijing will host the event. It's too early for you to be so proactive. How can you wait for the results to be announced?"

"Xiaolou, you are one of us from Haidong Province. If there is any news, remember to notify our hometown right away!" Mayor Liu held Linlou's hand and repeatedly urged him, afraid that he might forget about this matter.

Then they left Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying in Beijing. The rest of the people left early the next day. Lin Lou wandered around Beijing with his parents for a few days and also went to the embassy of Uruguay to finalize the second order before sending them back.

Just back to the Quadrangle from the train station, I was greeted eagerly by someone, "Teacher Lin, do you still remember me? I'm Qiao Jun from Wuhan University. I used to attend your lectures at Wuhan University and accompanied you to visit the Yellow Crane Tower and Qingchuan Hotel!"

"How could I forget? Is Teacher Qiao here in Beijing on a business trip?" Lin Lou remembered that he had interacted with this person when he traveled to various places for inspiration and passed through Wuhan.

"This matter is much more important than a business trip! I heard that Beijing is going to host the Asian Games. This is not just a matter for Beijing, but for all of us! I have an old classmate who works at the Second Automotive Works in Shiyan. When he heard that I know you, the chief consultant for the Asian Games, he immediately came to me and brought me from Wuhan to Beijing just to meet you!"

Qiao Jun introduced his classmate to Lin Lou, "Xu Changchun, the workshop director of FAW!"

"Hello Lin, finally I get to see you! " Xu Changchun was robust, looking like the typical worker portrayed in classic old films. When he shook hands, his hands felt as strong as pliers, and Lin could almost hear the bones in his fingers creaking.

I have never had any dealings with the Second Automobile Works. Why are you looking for me? Linlou was quite puzzled and quickly led them into the house, saying, "Come in and have a drink of water first!"

"I won't drink, I won't drink. Let's just get the formalities done first!" Xu Changchun, acting decisively like a worker in an old film, said, "We heard that Beijing is going to host the Asian Games, and we figured they would need a lot of vehicles for the event. Our factory may not have much else, but we do have a lot of trucks. This time, I brought ten Dongfeng trucks over here, intending to donate them to the Asian Games!"

"Lin, the cars are already parked outside. Who should I hand over these cars to?" Xu Changchun pointed outside, where ten large trucks decorated with red banners and slogans were parked.

"I'll make a few calls to help you inquire!" Lin was so fed up, why did you come to me when you have connections at Erqi as well.

He hadn't even had time to set off when he saw another car driving over and stopping at the gate of the yard. Yu Weidong from the Miyun Reservoir got out of the car, accompanied by a man dressed in a Mongolian robe.

"Lin, let me introduce you. This is Bayin from our Inner Mongolia office in Beijing. Last time you had the barbecue, the lamb was sent by Brother Bayin!"

"Lin, I heard that Beijing is going to host the Asian Games. This is not just Beijing's matter, it's everyone's concern! Inner Mongolia may not have anything else, but we have plenty of sheep. Our wool carpets are of excellent quality. Do you think they could be used for the competition venues?" As Bahin said this, he pulled out a thick roll of carpet from the car. "If they can be used, then Inner Mongolia will supply all the carpets for the Asian Games!"

Thank you for the tips from Lao Li from Xuzhou, Little Ma who has not yet achieved mastery, Peerless K, Book Lover 20180827001719627, Rainy Wind, Book Lover 20200814194655653.
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"Our Inner Mongolian carpets are great. People have been using wool to make carpets since the Han Dynasty. By the time of the Liao Dynasty, after the capital was established in Beijing, carpets became a palace item. This shows that the historical connection between our Inner Mongolian carpets and Beijing is long. If the Asian Games don't use our Inner Mongolian carpets, what else could they use?"

After finishing talking about the history of Inner Mongolian carpets, Bayin also mentioned the process of making carpets. "We use high-quality local wool from the region's sheep as the raw material, and weave it with woolen threads dyed with locally produced indigo dye at the Fushengyuan. This kind of indigo-dyed wool thread never fades, is not afraid of wind and sun, and the color becomes more vibrant as time goes by. People call it 'true color'."

"Exquisite workmanship, strong elasticity, soft touch, natural luster, colorful patterns, durable, with a wide variety of designs, whether it's natural color carpets, antique style carpets, Han palace carpets, artistic carpets, or artistic tapestries, we can make it all. Whatever design you want, we can make it."

Apart from the carpet, we can also make car mats, seat cushions, knee pads, and back cushions! As long as there is a need at the Asian Games, we guarantee to do a good job! Lin, this represents the wishes of millions of people in Inner Mongolia. You must accept it!

"I also represent the sentiments of tens of millions of people in Hubei and tens of thousands of workers from the Second Automobile Works. These ten vehicles are just the first batch! Just like Brother Bayin, however many trucks you need, we will send over as many as you need!" Xu Changchun said anxiously, stepping forward and pledging his assurance.

"In Hubei, we don't just have Dongfeng Motor Corporation. Whatever else you need, we can also provide! We must ensure that we hold a successful Asian Games this time and show foreigners how capable we Chinese are!" With such great cause, everyone appears to be passionate and enthusiastic.

"I understand your intentions! But I'm just a junior consultant, I really can't take on this role!" Linlou was a little scared. It's only been a few days, and three waves of people have come to me. If this continues, who knows how many more people will come? Do I still need to do other things in the future?

"And the application has just started, the results won't be out until next year. It will be even later to confirm the plans for the sports venue and start the construction. It's not convenient for us to handle if you send the items over now!" Lin Lou earnestly advised.

"We believe the state won't engage in a battle without assurance. Since the application has been submitted, we will definitely secure the victory! It's okay if there's no plan yet, you will definitely need vehicles for the preparations, right? Anyway, I have already brought these vehicles here, and they surely won't be shipped back! Just accept them!" Xu Changchun didn't care about these at all.

"Yes, the carpets inside the car can also be useful for you in daily life!" Bayin said as he was about to start unloading the car. Anyway, it's all the same, you have to take it.

Linlou had to stop and make another call to Gu Weimin and Liu Tong. When they arrived, they were both touched and distressed. Touched because since the announcement of the bid for the Asian Games, many provinces, cities, and companies have sent representatives to donate items. They all regard the Asian Games as their own affair and want to contribute to the successful hosting of the event in China.

I am annoyed that nothing has been finalized yet, but you keep sending people over, which not only disrupts the handling of the application team's work but also makes it difficult to deal with these things.

Refuse it, afraid of hurting the other person's feelings, but accepting it is not appropriate. If you start accepting, will you still accept the others that come later? It will never end.

After dealing with these cars and carpets, Liu Tong and Gu Weimin looked at each other, a little unsure of what to do. Linlou thought for a moment and said, "Hosting the Asian Games will definitely require the support of the entire nation, but it's still early, and it's not a big deal if people keep sending things over now!"

"I think it's better to release the news in newspapers and on TV and persuade those who have not yet started to go back! If we are to accept donations, it will have to wait until a few years later when the venue construction begins."

"The donations must be made, but it's hard to say how much impact it will have! What we're seeing now is just a small scale! I heard from colleagues in other departments that even Mr. Huo from Xiangjiang specifically called to donate one billion RMB! Many wealthy entrepreneurs from Xiangjiang, Macau, as well as compatriots from Taiwan and overseas have expressed the same intention!"

"The pressure on me is getting bigger and bigger. If I can't handle it well, we will lose face and won't be able to see anyone!" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong both felt the heavy pressure.

"The hope of getting this is still very high. The Olympic Council of Asia has invited us to host it several times before, but we have not agreed. Now we have finally relaxed our stance. If they don't give it to us in the end, what will that look like?" Lin Lou comforted.

"However, the events of the past few days have reminded me that, despite not finalizing the exact number of venues in previous meetings, according to our initial estimate, we will need to build at least ten or more new venues, as well as refurbish around ten existing ones. Additionally, considering the Asian Games Village, television broadcasting building, and other supporting facilities, the expenditure is definitely not a small sum."

"Maybe we will really need to accept donations by then, so can we start preparing for this work in advance? We can arrange specialized staff to receive representatives from all over the country, understand their expertise, and register them first; after securing the hosting rights of the Asian Games and confirming the construction plan, we can then respond to their needs according to the requirements."

Almost all the items in the venues of this Asian Games were crowdfunded from various sectors of society. Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region raised funds for office desks and sofas; Weihai provided carpets for the VIP room; Shanghai and Hubei contributed cars; the security department provided motorcycles, and the venue equipment was all made in Yantai...

From the small cups for drinking water to the enormous quartz clock inside the sports arena, all were funded by contributions from various provinces and cities across the country. It took the concerted effort of the entire nation to support the normal operation of the entire Asian Games venue.

"This job needs to be taken seriously. We should definitely assign someone to take charge of it. Let's discuss this as a topic at the next meeting!" Gu Weimin and Liu Tong thought it over and agreed. Perhaps the fundraising department for the Asian Games will be established ahead of schedule.

"I also need to report a situation to both of you. When the Asian Games are held, we will definitely need to replace the electronic equipment and broadcast systems in the competition venues, right? My brother happens to work in the high-tech industry in the United States and is quite knowledgeable about this. He said in a phone call last time that he is willing to help the country in this aspect." Linlou took the opportunity to mention.

"He has already started collecting information on this!" In fact, there is still a considerable gap between the IT industry and the sports broadcasting industry. However, in the United States, as long as you are willing to spend money, there are professionals who can help you get things done.

"I have already made some progress, I wonder if you can introduce some relevant department heads to receive this information? If necessary, we can also go to the United States for investigation! He has contacted some patriotic overseas Chinese who can provide funds for the investigation. This can be my contribution to the Asian Games."

"We definitely need these things! But we definitely can't let them pay for it. I will go back to discuss with the leadership, and have our diplomatic staff in the United States receive this information first. After studying the materials, we can then allocate funds to send the necessary personnel to the United States for inspection." This was quite a surprise for Liu Tong, and he immediately agreed.

Nowadays, it is certain that hosting the Asian Games in the country requires all of these, but it is not clear what is exactly needed. It would be much more convenient if there is someone familiar with these situations to help.

"Xiaolou, you often travel abroad and are familiar with the experiences of advanced countries in Europe and America. In my opinion, your strengths should not only lie in architectural design, but you should also take on a more important responsibility. When we successfully obtain the hosting rights for the Asian Games next year, I will definitely apply to the senior leadership to have you work in the organizing committee. With your insight and overseas connections, you must be given significant responsibilities."

"I am definitely willing to contribute to the Asian Games! Although working for the organizing committee may affect my ability to take on business and make money, right now, Linlou doesn't have to worry about money at all. Since I can participate in such a grand event, why should I refuse?"

And now that I have become familiar with the sports industry, there may be some benefits to participating in the bidding for several main sports venues when the Olympics are held in the future!

A few days later, the news media published a report. Firstly, it affirmed everyone's enthusiasm for supporting the Olympics, and then emphasized the current situation. It is still uncertain whether the Asian Games can be held, and various plans have not been implemented. Therefore, there is no need for donations for now. If there is a need in the future, they will definitely ask for everyone's help.

In the end, they also left a phone number for consultation. This made Lin Lou feel a little relieved, and he no longer had to hide in the unfinished alley.

But the staff who handles national inquiries have been working hard. From morning till night, the phones have not stopped ringing. Even with several people taking turns, they couldn't handle it. In just a few days, their voices became hoarse, so they had to bring in more staff to take their place.

Lin Qiao handed the first batch of documents to the personnel of the foreign affairs department, who then sent them back to the capital city. The documents were handed over to the personnel of the television station and the construction department, who found them quite rewarding after reviewing them.

Hastily came to visit the Linlou side, while also dispatching a group of capable staff to the United States for research and study. Linqiao warmly received them and enabled them to complete their work efficiently.

Over here at Lin Building, it's still the same as before. We attend meetings every week to discuss the work related to sports venues and supporting facilities.

In addition to these, there are also some regular tasks to be completed, such as the design work for various projects, contacting and selecting new projects, and collaborating with several other teachers on compiling new teaching materials.

The "History of Modern Architecture in Foreign Countries" they previously wrote has now been spread out in major architecture departments nationwide and has been well received! Compared to that, other textbooks on architecture seem a bit outdated, so they have come up with the idea of writing new textbooks, and this time it's not just one.

In terms of architectural hand-drawing, Linlou's concept is also leading. It goes without saying that in the field of architectural design, they have started compiling several textbooks. Commissioner Wu also provided a lot of support for them.

This job is expected to continue for a long time. Even if they can finish one or two books this year, there might be new subjects waiting for them to complete next year.

But one task was now at a critical juncture. The compilation of the new version of the "Beijing Urban Master Plan" is nearing completion, and Lin Lou attended the final discussion meeting with Commissioner Wu.

Although there is still much debate about this plan, there's no time to delay. The application for the Asian Games has already been submitted. This is a good opportunity to make a major adjustment to Beijing's urban construction. If the planning scheme is not finalized, how can we make adjustments?

So in the final meeting, there was much less contention. Everyone was busy checking for any loopholes and making up for any deficiencies, using the remaining time to make amendments.

Linlou carefully read the draft, comparing it with the 1983 planning draft from his memory, feeling a sense of satisfaction.

The hard work I've put in over these years has not been in vain. Although this version of the plan is still not perfect, it is still an improvement compared to the original historical version.

First of all, the subway's planned route is more reasonable. Although the roads have not been widened, space has been reserved for adding overpasses as per their strong demand. In this way, when the number of cars increases sharply in the future, there will be no need to demolish the buildings at intersections in order to build overpasses to alleviate traffic pressure.

Next, the protection of the old city area has been put on the agenda. The materials he brought back from France have played a role, and it is estimated that they can help preserve many valuable historical buildings for Beijing.

The estimate for the future population of Beijing has been increased significantly compared to the original version, although it still cannot keep up with the pace of population growth in later years, it can still be somewhat prepared.

Due to the various roles that Linlou played in this plan, Commissioner Wu also included his name when submitting the report. Even though he was listed as the last one, the fact that he could have his name on such an important document already demonstrates Linlou's position in the field of urban planning.

After the meeting, on the way back to the school, Commissioner Wu sighed, "It took several years, but we finally finalized this plan!"

"It's just a temporary solution! The development speed of Beijing city in the future will definitely exceed our imagination, and new problems will continue to emerge! Perhaps in a few years, we will have to come up with a new planning scheme! By then, we will still need your participation!" The 1991 plan was still presided over by Chairman Wu.

"At that time, I can't say for sure whether I will still be able to work actively or not! But you certainly will have to play a bigger role!" Comrade Wu never expected that a few years later, a new plan would need to be compiled. He thought that this plan could be used until the year 2000.

I will try my best in this aspect! Before starting to develop the next plan, I will work hard to write more articles and expand my influence.

Continue typing.

The update will definitely be on time tomorrow.
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"Next Wednesday, you shouldn't have any other plans, right? The other day, I received a call from Japan saying that Mr. Kishikawa Noriaki has accepted our invitation to come to Tsinghua University for academic exchange. You will come with me to the airport to pick him up!" When they arrived at the school gate, Commissioner Wu said to Linlou.

"Thank you, teacher. I will wait for you downstairs at the appointed time," Linlou knew that Commissioner Wu was creating an opportunity for him, as there were not many chances to have intimate contact with a master like this.

Kisho Kurokawa, the second generation Japanese architect, graduated from Kyoto University and the University of Tokyo. He started independent practice in the 1960s and designed many classic works such as the Saitama Prefectural Museum of Modern Art, Nagoya City Art Museum, Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, and the Roppongi Prince Hotel. He is considered one of the three masters of Japanese architecture alongside Tadao Ando and Arata Isozaki.

When designing the Roppongi Prince Hotel, Kisho Kurokawa combined Western architectural elements with traditional colors from Japan's Edo period. In terms of form, Kurokawa primarily used horizontal lines to create a strong sense of rhythm. The building is arranged in a courtyard style, with single-corridor guest rooms, and a swimming pool surrounding the inner courtyard formed by concave-convex curves, creating dynamically changing yet symmetrical interior spaces. The interior design of the building also features striped arrangements, creating an interesting atmosphere.

Just completed, it has become a new landmark in Tokyo. During the economic boom of the 1980s in Japan, going to the Prince Hotel for a fancy dinner with a boyfriend became a dream for many Japanese girls; this building has also appeared multiple times in Japanese film and animation works, leaving a deep impression on people.

"To be honest, Mr. Hei Chuan agreed so quickly probably because of your influence. I think Ishizaki mentioned you to Mr. Hei Chuan after returning to Japan, so he specifically requested to communicate with you over the phone. Have you seen Mr. Hei Chuan's work? If not, you should prepare and familiarize yourself with it to avoid being at a loss for words when the time comes," Commissioner Wu cautioned.

"I have seen some, I will have to look for more when I get back!" Linlou specifically studied his works in the future, but as for his representative works, only the Saitama Modern Art Museum has been completed. The others either have not started design yet or have not been completed, so I really need to study them again.

However, Lin Lou is very familiar with his architectural concept: he opposes rational universalism and European centrism, believing that every culture should cultivate its own technical system to create unique ways of life, explore common points of balance, and attribute the development of contemporary culture to the transition from the machine age to the life age and from industrial society to the information society.

I like to use the latest materials and the most advanced technology to express traditional ideas, philosophy, aesthetics, belief, and lifestyle, combining the unity of different cultures and contemporary architecture, and this expression can be understood by the world.

The Roppongi Prince Hotel is the result of this architectural concept. Despite the fact that this hotel has mostly foreign guests, it still incorporates a lot of Japanese elements in its design.

I wonder what he would think when he sees the current situation in China. Linlou was curious, because Hei Chuanjizhang was once an active member of the Mashe Thought Research Group at Kyoto University when he was studying. It was only after his visit to the Soviet Union in 1958 that he was shocked by the current situation in the Soviet Union, leading to a change in his own thinking.

From his establishment of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center in his later years, and his acceptance of an invitation to serve as a visiting professor at Tsinghua University, it seems that his impression of China should be quite favorable!

In the blink of an eye, the time has arrived. Linlou arrived early at the office building of Commissioner Wu, and then took the school bus to the airport to prepare for the reception. Mr. Guan Zhaoye, who had just returned from a study visit to Harvard in the United States, was also on the trip. He is a future academician, so Linlou was somewhat excited to be in the same car with two academicians.

Academician Guan comes from an extraordinary background. His father, Guan Qinglin, was not only one of the pioneers of China's railway transportation industry, but also a renowned scholar and poet in modern China. After the liberation, he was invited by Comrade Wu Hao to serve as a member of the Chinese Academy of History and Literature.

Mr. Guan Genglin, accompanied by one of the five ministers, Dai Hongci, went on a mission to visit and inspect nine Western countries in 1905. He brought back nearly a hundred beautifully bound books featuring European and American city architecture. The urban scenery and palatial architecture depicted in the albums greatly sparked Mr. Guan's interest in urban architecture and broadened his horizons.

In addition, the courtyard they lived in was not an ordinary one, but one that was transformed by Mr. Huananguo, a famous engineer who had returned from studying in France, based on the traditional courtyard and according to the practical standards of Europe.

In the front courtyard, the two rows of pillars in a nine-room "linked" house were removed and replaced with a large-span structure, creating an unobstructed hall; a glass partition was installed around the veranda in the backyard to allow movement between the main house and side rooms without going outside in winter, and two sets of new-style bathrooms were installed.

This was rare in Beijing in the 1920s, which made young Guan deeply realize the close relationship between architecture and life.

Growing up in such an environment sparked his love for architecture. At the age of 19, he entered the architecture department of Tsinghua University to study under Liang Sicheng. At the age of 26, he took on the design of a 11-story main teaching building complex with an area of over 10,000 square meters in Tsinghua University campus, which is considered outstanding for a young architect in the industry.

Commissioner Wu also mentioned this in the car, "Back then, you were in charge of the design of the teaching buildings at Tsinghua University at the age of 26. I thought it would be hard to see a younger architect become famous before you, but I didn't expect that you started working on projects at 18 and won an international award before the age of 20. It's really a case of the younger generation surpassing the older generation. Each generation is stronger than the previous one!"

"Xiaolou is catching a good time! You have more opportunities now than we did back then!" Academician Guan also appreciates Linlou, "The new design of the library at our school is planned to be given to me. Do you want to come and help me?"

"I would definitely be willing to learn from you! And this is also for my alma mater, Lin Lou naturally would not refuse. He even considered whether to donate some money in the name of Lin Qiao to make the library funds more abundant."

The old library of Tsinghua University is located in the core area of Tsinghua University, to the northeast of the auditorium, and was completed in two phases. The first phase was designed by American architect Henry K. Murphy in 1919, and the second phase was designed by Mr. Yang Tingbao in 1931. The library was then supervised by Mr. Guan Yuan, a rare case of two academicians devoting their efforts to the design of a school library.

"That's settled then. After Mr. Hei Chuan's event is over, come and find me. We'll discuss in detail about how to proceed with this project. Your design for the Linzhou University library is very interesting. Next time, bring all the drawings with you and let's see if we can find some inspiration."

When I arrived at the airport, after waiting for a while, Kisho Kurokawa's flight landed on time. Then Kisho Kurokawa, wearing oval glasses, walked out with a lady of similar age, dressed beautifully and of extraordinary temperament.

"Hello, Mr. Hei Chuan, I am Wu Liangyong from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University." With the help of a translator, Wu approached and shook hands with Kisho Kurokawa, while introducing Academician Guan and Lin Lou.

"Mr. Wu, thank you for personally coming to greet us. This is my wife, Ayako Watanabe," Nodoka Kawashima also made the introduction.

Delegate Wu and Academician Guan were both a bit curious. Wasn't it said that Japanese women have to change their surname after getting married? Why hasn't this one changed? Lin, on the other hand, couldn't help but sarcastically think to himself, another scumbag in the architectural industry.

In Japan, Kurokawa Noriaki's wife, Wenzi, is much more famous than him! This lady is a well-known Japanese actress and has starred in the film "Eternal Spring," based on the novel by the writer Yukio Mishima, directed by Yasujiro Ozu, and the drama "Floating Weeds" starring Kanjiro and Machiko Kyo.

In the future, she will also star in the famous Japanese fantasy film "The Tale of the Princess Kaguya" directed by Ichikawa Kon, alongside actors such as Takuya Nakai, Yasuko Zakou, and Toshirō Mifune. She portrayed "Lady Oi" in the NHK Taiga drama "Takeda Shingen," and appeared in the TBS television's 40th-anniversary commemorative drama "The Tale of Genji."

In 2009, the quarterly journal "Bungei Shunju" in Japan invited 1,043 authors and readers to vote and selected the top ten most beautiful and charming female actors in Japan. Wakao Fumiko ranked eighth, making her a prominent figure in the Japanese film and television industry.

Wakako Matsuoka originally had a husband, but soon after their divorce, she met the already-married Kisho Kurokawa on a television talk show, and they started dating. When Kurokawa divorced this year, the two got married.

By the way, it is said that the reason why Shiina Tsumiki got divorced back then was because of the scandal with someone, and many people definitely know her rumored partner, who is also played by Kitaōji Kinya in "Hanzawa Naoki".

"Mr. Wu, Mr. Guan, I'm causing trouble for you!" Ruo Weizi doesn't seem like the typical Japanese woman; she has a strong presence, speaks openly, and quickly wins everyone's favor.

In addition to her film and television works, Lin Lou's impression of her included the famous Jaguar car. Ifuya Lin loved cars, and after her marriage, Kisho Kurokawa bought her a Jaguar. After finishing filming at the studio every day, she would drive the Jaguar to go out with her companions. Photos of her driving the beloved Jaguar have appeared in many media outlets.

After returning to the school, the first arrangement is to have them rest for a while in the school's guesthouse, then have a meal together to welcome and communicate the upcoming arrangements for Kisho Kurokawa.

Member Wu and Academician Guan invited Kisho Kurokawa to give a lecture at Tsinghua University. Kisho Kurokawa readily agreed and set the time for tomorrow afternoon, while the location was designed by Academician Guan at the main building of Tsinghua University.

When Academician Guan designed this building, he had no assistants, no guidance, and even had to cut costs. Despite this, the leaders still demanded the solemn and magnificent style of Moscow University. Under such conditions, the young Academician Guan started working tirelessly without complaint.

Covering the most magnificent building with the least amount of money, with his meticulous design, the forward-looking design is fully reflected in its grand and majestic presence. Its internal public space can easily handle the reception needs of foreign heads of state and international masters without any pressure, arranging for Kisho Kurokawa to lecture here is not a problem at all.

Talked about the content and process of the speech again, and almost finished the meal. Although Kisho Kurokawa wanted to communicate with Linlou, considering his age and the fatigue of the journey, he could only go back to the guesthouse to rest for now.

The next morning, after having breakfast, accompanied by others, we visited the campus of Tsinghua University, and saw the buildings left by Yang Tingbao, Academician Guan, and others. After lunch, we returned to the guesthouse for a short break before it was time for the lecture.

Tsinghua University has already released the notice in advance. All students from the Department of Architecture are already waiting in the auditorium, while students from other departments may choose whether to attend based on their course schedules and personal preferences.

Lin Lou followed Member Wu and Academician Guan to accompany Mr. and Mrs. Hei Chuanjizhang to the main building. Just before entering, Lin Lou perked up, took out his camera, and aimed it at Hei Chuanjizhang, ready to take a snapshot.

"Be careful!" Commissioner Wu was just about to remind, but Kishiro Kurokawa stumbled. If it weren't for Ayako Wakao supporting him, he might have fallen.

With a click, Lin recorded this scene. This is also a classic story in the history of the Tsinghua Architecture Department. When Academician Guan was 26 years old, he was in charge of designing the main building of Tsinghua University. There was a famous architectural mistake in the hall - a "one-step staircase," which means there was only one step. It was difficult to notice visually, and one could easily trip if not careful.

When Mr. Yang Tingbao came here in history, he fell once, while Hirokawa Norio fell twice. As a result, when Norio's teacher Kensan Danxia came to give a lecture at Tsinghua, he appeared somewhat "fearful", and even sent his subordinates to inspect the front steps, causing it to become a topic of Mr. Guan showing off whenever he met someone.

These stories used to be only passed down through word of mouth among the students and faculty of the Tsinghua University's architecture department, without leaving much evidence. Now, Lin Building has documented this scene, which will serve as evidence for future compilation of the school's history.

Commissioner Wu told Kisho Kurokawa about Yang Tingbao's experience back then, and Academician Guan also talked about his own thoughts when he made the mistake at the beginning. And thus, a small storm passed.

When we entered, Member Wu personally introduced the illustrious history of Kisho Kurokawa, then invited him to give a speech on stage. Another professor from the architecture department served as the on-site translator. That's what makes Tsinghua University stand out. It would be quite difficult to find a translator who is proficient in both Japanese and architecture at other universities.

Unlike the gentle and refined manner of I.M. Pei's speeches, Kisho Kurokawa is more outgoing. His flashy and impressive techniques instantly captivate the audience, leaving the inexperienced crowd in awe of the architectural master.

At the end of the speech, Hei Chuan Ji Zhang and Lin Lou agreed to visit his quadrangle tomorrow and have a chat while having dinner.

I feel so helpless during Chinese New Year, and it's late again.
Chapter 399 Joint Design

The day after his speech, Kisho Kurokawa arrived as scheduled at the quadrangle of Lin Pavilion for a visit and exchange. As soon as he entered, he looked around with great interest at everything in the courtyard.

"I have always believed that the locality of architecture is diverse, and different localities permeate each other, forming an indispensable part of modern architecture. The projects I designed in Japan are almost all a combination of Japanese folk culture and Western modern culture. From this courtyard, you can see that Mr. Lin's design philosophy and mine have a lot in common!"

"The design of this quadrangle courtyard also draws on some elements of Jiangnan folk dwellings. One particular architectural form found in Jiangnan dwellings is called a veranda, which was initially designed to shield merchants and pedestrians from the sun and rain. This approach not only provides convenience for pedestrians, but also connects the indoor and outdoor spaces, facilitating a harmonious interaction with nature, coinciding with your theory of grey space."

The Heterotopia is an architectural theory proposed by Kisho Kurokawa, also known as pan-space. Its original intention is to refer to the transitional space between the building and its external environment, in order to achieve the purpose of harmonizing the interior and exterior, such as the colonnade and eaves at the entrance of the building, or the square and green space around the building complex.

This concept has caused quite a stir in the architectural community, especially among Japanese architects such as Tadao Ando. Lin Lou's discussion of Kisho Kurokawa's successful concept of the siheyuan in architecture has delighted him.

"In the field of Japanese architecture, the most closely related gray space to ordinary people is perhaps the entrance hall of a residence. Its boundary with other spaces such as the living room is sometimes blurred, but this ambiguity in space not only defines the space and buffers the line of sight, but also becomes a highlight in interior decoration for different housing designs, playing a crucial role in the arrangement of the home environment." Kisho Kurokawa also used traditional Japanese architecture as an example.

He spoke enthusiastically about the origin of his theory of Grey Space, "When I was in school, I came across the 'Rikyu-ai' concept from the Japanese tea master Sen no Rikyu, which involves mixing red, blue, yellow, green, and white to create different shades of grey for decorating buildings. I found this idea very interesting, so I decided to conduct specialized research on it."

"And extend this concept from simple color to space, just like gray is the transitional color between black and white, 'gray space' is the intermediary between enclosed space and open space, or the transitional space between spaces of different content and function; because of its existence, it breaks through the constraints of enclosed space and strives to establish a broader connection with outdoor space, thereby blending the subject with the object in the environment."

"This is a unique concept of our Eastern architectural culture. Western architecture always emphasizes too much on the boundary between architecture and nature, while our Eastern architectural culture emphasizes more on the integration of architecture and the environment!" Lin Lou took out the blueprint of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, which was also something he had specifically emphasized with IM Pei earlier.

"Indeed, only Mr. Bei, born in the East, could design such works. If it were European or American architects, the result would have been quite different and might have disappointed the beauty of Xiangshan." The design of Xiangshan Restaurant also frequently utilized void space, earning high praise from Kisho Kurokawa.

When you see the Xiu Art Museum in the future, you will probably be even more delighted, right? Mr. Bei's passage in the Xiu Art Museum, inspired by "Peach Blossom Spring," is definitely the pinnacle presentation of the theory of grey space.

When both parties' ideas align, then the subsequent conversation becomes more enjoyable. Kishiro Kanchi enthusiastically comments on Linlou's work, from the Houku Middle School teaching building to the Linzhou University library, and then from the Xiangjiang Club on the mountaintop to the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin La Fenice, "... Haha, Ishizaki-san can't stop praising your work. He's mentioned it to us many times after returning, and it's also one of the important reasons why I agreed to come to Tsinghua for this exchange..."

"Your Zhongyin cabin building really opened my eyes. I had never imagined that architecture could be done like this before!" The conversation then happily moved on to the mutual praise session in the commercial context.

The 1972 work of Kisho Kurokawa, the Nakagin Capsule Tower, has become almost a trademark of his. Kurokawa used 140 six-sided capsule units suspended on two concrete cores to form an asymmetrical, split-style building.

In the carefully designed small room, equipped with a cassette radio, hi-fi audio, computer, and bathroom, there is not an inch of extra space; to build permanent structures, and then insert living capsules that can be replaced at any time to maintain the metabolism of the entire building. This is also the core concept of "metabolism architecture".

Both sides do not share exactly the same architectural concepts, but they also have some common ground. As a result, the conversation was very enjoyable, and the two even moved from simple architectural design to urban planning.

In the field of urban planning, Kisho Kurokawa has also achieved considerable success. His firm is called Kisho Kurokawa Architecture and Urban Design Office, and he once participated in the development of Tokyo's urban planning program with Kenzo Tange. His work is similar to what Linlou is doing now, following the work of Commissioner Wu. Later, he led the planning of the Higashinogo New City on his own.

In the future, he also accepted an invitation from China and formulated a planning scheme for the Zhengdong New District in Zhengzhou. To address the issues between the new and old city areas of Zhengzhou, Kisho Kurokawa applied many of his past concepts.

In his plan, Zhengdong New District and the old city are not completely separated, but a "southwest-northeast" development axis has been planned, which converges the main functional centers such as Erqi Memorial Tower, the provincial party committee and government, the municipal party committee and government, and the urban CBD. It also connects the Jinshui River and Xionger River, which run through Zhengzhou, bridging the gap between the new and old city.

"Beijing has a long history, especially in the old city area, which must be preserved. However, this has led to many new problems. The old city is located in the heart of the urban area. If it cannot be thoroughly modernized and rebuilt, it will inevitably affect the city's transportation system!" He shared his views on the urban planning of Beijing.

The fact is indeed as such: in the core area of the city, there is an old city that cannot be extensively renovated. The city can only expand to the surrounding areas, and the new cities in the four directions of east, south, west, and north all have to pass through the old city to reach other areas. This will inevitably lead to traffic problems, and even if multiple express ring roads are built, the congestion will only worsen.

This situation is not only happening in Beijing, but also in cities like Xi'an, which have similar problems. During the rush hours of commuting, the second and third ring roads in Xi'an are also heavily congested.

Then he began to talk about his experience on this issue. "When Professor Danxia and I were working on the 1961 Tokyo urban planning scheme, we did not understand Tokyo's development as an expansion of administrative regions, but as a compound of several small cities interconnected! I call this concept a rhizome structure."

"Tokyo is divided into clusters, and each cluster is connected by linear thoroughfares, expressways, and other transportation routes. Some areas utilize overpasses to increase space utilization and enhance traffic efficiency on the roads..."

"Previously, whether in the United States or in Europe, the expansion of their cities always dispersed the population from the city center to the suburbs. However, people still need to commute from the suburbs to the city center for work every day, and after work, they commute back from the city center to the suburbs. This not only increases the commuting time for residents but also does not achieve the goal of dispersing traffic! This is what is called 'piecemeal development'."

According to Kisho Kurokawa's theory of urban root structure, cities will be divided into different clusters, where each cluster is relatively independent. Residents live and work within these clusters, and can easily fulfill their needs such as work, daily life, shopping, and leisure activities without having to travel to other clusters, except for certain special activities.

In this way, the transportation problem between groups is fundamentally solved. If there is no need to shuttle back and forth between groups every day, it is equivalent to reducing cross-regional transportation demand. With reduced demand, traffic congestion naturally decreases at the same time.

This does seem to be a better option than the piecemeal development, but there are many questionable aspects in actual operation. Housing in big cities is always in short supply. How can you ensure that you can buy the house you want in your living area?

In general, houses closer to the suburbs are cheaper in big cities, while houses in old urban areas are more expensive. New residents entering the city can only afford houses in the suburbs. As a result, new residents often cannot buy houses within the community and still need to travel long distances for work.

Even if you are fortunate enough to purchase one, what if you change jobs? Or if the company relocates? Originally, it only took half an hour to commute to work, but now the company has moved to another district, with several other districts in between. Now you have to commute across different districts again.

So Tokyo remains congested in the future, especially the subway lines, which are always crowded during rush hours. A new profession has emerged outside to help push people onto the train in exchange for a small reward, while inside the train, it's just as crowded as sardines in a can.

This scene was seen in the works of many Japanese female artists, which left a deep impression on him. These films also prove that the plans of Kisho Kurokawa and Kenzo Tange did not solve these problems.

However, the theory of rhizome structure still has its merits, which is much better than the piecemeal development. So, Linlou took this opportunity to exchange many details with Kichiro Hekichuan, deepening the research on this theory.

At the same time, request Black Kawasumi Noriaki for some Tokyo urban planning materials. He has already collected a lot of relevant data on the urbanization process in the United States and France. If Japanese materials are added, it will be basically complete.

This is just a small matter. Higashikawa Noriaki has a lot of similar information in his firm, so he readily agreed and also extended an invitation to Lin, "Lin, just looking at the information is not enough. How about coming to Japan for a period of exchange and study? I can help you contact the University of Tokyo.”

"Also, you can come to my office to study and communicate, while participating in project design work." After this period of communication, and after looking at Linlou's work, Hei Chuan Kizuki felt that Linlou was fully capable of working in his office.

Just translated this, and a few teachers and students who were accompanying them showed envy on their faces. As soon as they heard that Kisho Kurokawa was coming, they were thinking about whether they could take this opportunity to go to Japan for exchange and study for a while. Who would have thought that before they found the opportunity, he took the initiative to invite them to the Hayashi building.

"Xiao Lin, what are you waiting for? Hurry up and agree! It's the University of Tokyo! Danxia Kensan's Todai!" urged the impatient teacher. "If you miss such a good opportunity, who knows when the next one will come."

Li Qingxi and others just smiled without saying a word. What's wrong with the University of Tokyo? And what about Kenzo Tange? When Bei Yumin invited Kobayashi to the United States, picking between Harvard and Yale, he didn't agree either, did he?

The architecture department of the University of Tokyo is indeed considered top-notch in Asia, but compared to some schools in the United States, it may not be as impressive. If Lin wants to study abroad, others would have already gone, so why wait until now?

"Unfortunately, I've just promised Mr. Guan to work with him on the design of our alma mater's new library a few days ago. It's fine to go for a short learning exchange, but I'm afraid I can't stay for a long time." Lin Lou politely declined Kisho Kurokawa's invitation with a smile.

"Wow, designing a library for my alma mater, what a rare opportunity!" Kurokawa Nariaki understood Lin Lou's thoughts. For an architect, one's alma mater is always a unique presence. If given the chance to design a project for the University of Tokyo, he would definitely put aside his other work.

"I can only say that it's a pity. But as long as you are willing, I can help you make contact at any time," Hei Chuan Kiaki still felt somewhat reluctant.

Tsk, he actually gave up such a good opportunity? The teachers and students who are not very familiar with Lin Building were a bit dumbfounded. How could there still be a student who gave up the opportunity to go abroad? And it's even to a developed country like Japan, and a prestigious university like the University of Tokyo. What is he thinking?

Li Qingxi and others remained calm. They all knew that going abroad was not a difficult matter for Lin Lou, and with Lin Lou's current strength, there was no need to seek more qualifications from foreign prestigious schools. Awards such as the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects were much more significant than attending prestigious schools.

"Although you can't come to Japan or visit my architectural firm, I still want to collaborate with you, Mr. Lin!" Kisho Kurokawa made a new request, "The relationship between China and Japan has been developing rapidly in recent years, and there have been many collaborative architectural projects. I have also been invited to design a work in China."

"If I come across a suitable project in the future, I would like to collaborate with you, Mr. Lin, on the design. This time, Mr. Lin, please don't refuse!"

Dry clean the lonely hedgehog, reward on the Sword Soul platform, will be updated on time today, next update at 5 p.m.
Chapter 400: A Long-standing Tradition

In the 1980s, there was a decade-long honeymoon period between China and Japan. Politically, Japan needed to maintain good relations with its neighbor, which was one of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council. Economically, they needed to practice the theory of the "flying geese formation" with Japan as the leader, the four Asian dragons as the body, and the Chinese mainland and ASEAN countries as the wings.

As soon as Japan develops a certain industry, when the technology matures and production factors change, the competitiveness of these products in Japan weakens. Subsequently, the four Asian Tigers transfer technology or industry from Japan and begin to develop this industry. At the same time, the industrial structure in Japan is upgraded to a new level.

Similarly, when the first industry of the Four Asian Tigers matured, the production of these products shifted to relatively less developed countries. The industrial structure of the Four Asian Tigers also upgraded accordingly, showing a development sequence.

So Japan has made a lot of investments in China, carrying out a number of aid projects, including infrastructure such as railways, roads, airports, bridges, as well as some public buildings. These projects are spread across various regions in China.

Due to the relatively lagging level of architectural design in China compared to Japan, some large-scale projects are entrusted to Japanese architects. It's not surprising that renowned architects like Kisho Kurokawa are invited to undertake projects.

As for two architects collaborating on a design, it is not uncommon in the architectural world. Beijing Daxing International Airport was designed by Zaha Hadid and APPI working together.

"Ah, actually there is a very suitable project right now! When former Japanese Prime Minister Nakasone visited China earlier this year, an agreement was reached with your country to build a Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center in Beijing. They had previously invited me to design this project, and I have not responded yet. Why don't the two of us work together to complete this design?" Iriya Kikuchi asked.

"If the relevant authorities permit, I certainly have no problem!" Linlou did not refuse this time. The Asian Games mission is still far off, and he has plenty of time to complete this task.

As for the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center, he has also visited it in the future. Kyoji Naga is indeed involved in this project, but it has led to some very negative consequences.

The construction cost of this project is funded by financial appropriations from China and donations from Japan. The architects are Mr. Kisho Kurokawa from Japan and Mr. Li Zongze from Beijing Institute of Architectural Design and Research in China. However, when the project was completed, news reports only mentioned Kisho Kurokawa's name, while the name of Li Zongze, who was also the planner and designer of this architectural complex, was omitted from the news reports.

Is this project solely designed by Kisho Kurokawa? Obviously not. In fact, when Mr. Li Zongze went to Tokyo with the planning and design scheme according to the cooperation agreement, Kisho Kurokawa had not started working on it yet.

After reviewing Mr. Li Zongze's plan and design model and listening to his design concept, Kisho Kurokawa expressed that this is a very attractive plan. The entire architectural complex is divided into two interconnected and mutually responsive parts, with open garden spaces left at the north and south ends, blending in with the adjacent urban park.

The layout and form of the entire building present a peaceful, friendly, harmonious, and joyful atmosphere. The basic pattern of the overall layout and spatial composition of this plan has become the basis for further perfecting the plan, which has been preserved and applied in the final plan.

After more than two months of cooperation, Mr. Li Zongze and Mr. Hei Chuanji further adjusted, sculpted, and scrutinized the arrangement of the construction project, the modeling of individual buildings, the composition, etc. based on the original plan. They changed the swimming pool, hotel, and villa, which were originally designed as polygonal structures, into oval and circular shapes.

There was a little episode during the discussion of the plan. Kisho Kurokawa originally planned to design the restaurant as a cylindrical building, with red bricks for the outer walls, small windows, and a sunshade-like top cover.

However, this plan easily evokes memories of the numerous Japanese bunkers built on Chinese soil during the war, so Mr. Li strongly disagrees with this plan. Chinese officials also firmly support Mr. Li's opinions. As a result, this plan was rejected and replaced with another plan.

After the plan is finalized, both parties will complete the construction drawings separately. Mr. Li is responsible for the Chinese-funded hotel, as well as the drawings for the entire outdoor environment and garden. Kisho Kurokawa will be responsible for the construction drawings of the swimming pool, theater, and study rooms funded by Japan. This plan has received unanimous praise from industry experts.

After the project was officially completed, only the name of international architect Kisho Kurokawa appeared in the reports of domestic news media. During the completion ceremony, the organizers arranged a seat and speech for Kisho Kurokawa on the rostrum, but there was no position for Mr. Li Zongze. This situation is truly lamentable.

Although there has been some procrastination in the progress of the work, this is not the intention of Mr. Kurokawa Noriaki. Moreover, the demands of the organizers and the Chinese media have caused great injustice to Mr. Li Zongze.

For one, it has long been a tradition in the domestic media to mention the photographer when reporting on photographic works, and to mention the author when reporting on literary works. The same applies to reporting on paintings. However, when it comes to architectural works, the architect's name is rarely mentioned.

This is because of the influence of collectivism. In the eyes of many people, whether a building can be successful or not is the collective achievement, including technical personnel who survey the site and construction workers. If the architect is specifically mentioned, wouldn't it become his sole credit? Therefore, the names of architects are not mentioned in the media reports.

It was not until foreign architects like I.M. Pei and Kisho Kurokawa entered the domestic market that this situation gradually changed. When those journalists saw these completely different architectural works, they naturally attributed them to the credit of foreign architects.

And regardless of whether it's Ieoh Ming Pei or Kisho Kurokawa, both are internationally renowned architects who were invited through great effort. It would be inappropriate not to mention their names, don't you think?

However, when it comes to our own architects, the situation is not so lenient. Domestic architects in our own country do not receive the respect they deserve, and this is barely tolerable.

The Sino-Japanese Youth Friendship Exchange Center is clearly a joint effort of Li Zongze and Kisho Kurokawa. So why is only Kisho Kurokawa's name mentioned and not Li Zongze's? This is getting unbearable!

If we follow the domestic customs, we don't need to mention the names of the two people, and treat them equally! Or, according to foreign customs, we can mention both names and arrange seats for both on the podium, that works too!

But you only mentioned Kisho Kurokawa in the end! That makes it seem like Mr. Li hasn't done anything. How can we tolerate this? Are we supposed to just sit and do nothing?

This situation has caused strong dissatisfaction among many architects. They have even held a special seminar to discuss this matter. In addition to discussing the achievements and shortcomings of the design of the China-Japan Youth Friendship Center, they also hope to voice their opinions and change the unfair treatment of domestic architects in public opinion and social atmosphere.

The relevant leaders always talk about respecting talent and knowledge, but when they hear about a seminar being held, they worry about offending the Japanese side and upsetting Yukio Hatoyama!

After the discussion meeting, when the news media mentioned the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendship Exchange Center, they still only talked about "world-renowned architectural design master Kisho Kurokawa", and never mentioned the name of Li Zongze. The architectural community's calls have been ineffective.

The impact of such differential treatment is profound and is also a reflection of the inferiority complex felt after the reform and opening up, when the huge gap was apparent. This has led to a long period of time in the future where, whenever architecture design is mentioned, people instinctively feel that the level of domestic architects is not good, and that foreign architects are more competent.

Even if Wang Shu wins the Pritzker Prize and Ma Yansong successfully bids for project after project abroad, little will change. In architectural design competitions, even when the Chinese architects' work is slightly superior, the clients will still choose to collaborate with foreign architects.

The failure of the future generation of the Lin family was due to this reason. This kind of differential treatment has been going on for a long time. So when Lin Lou heard that Hei Chuan was going to invite him to participate in the design of Sino-Japanese Friendship Center, he immediately agreed. He wanted to fight against this unfair phenomenon and correct this harmful and far-reaching habit.

In the face of the advanced foreign places, we need to learn, which is necessary, but we should not belittle ourselves and dare not admit our own strengths. Seeking truth from facts is the correct way to deal with it. If this work has my contribution, then you should add my name to it.

"Lin, you have won numerous awards in Europe and the United States. I believe the person in charge must also welcome you to join this project!" Hei Chuan Kiaki never thought there would be any surprises about this matter. In today's Chinese architectural community, other than the older generation such as Commissioner Wu and Academician Guan, is there anyone else more outstanding than Lin?"

"So, in the afternoon, let's go take a look at the land. In the meantime, I will also talk to the person in charge of our Japanese side about this matter." Kisho Kurokawa was delighted to have the opportunity to continue communicating with Linlou.

After lunch, Zhou Yalun waited outside the Siheyuan with the car. Then he drove eastward with Lin Lou, Kisho Kurokawa, and Fumiko Ruowen.

The address chosen by the Chinese side for the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendship Center is on Liangmaqiao Road, between the Third Ring Road and the Fourth Ring Road, in the northwest corner of Chaoyang Park. This area is one of Beijing's commercial centers, surrounded by landmarks such as the Great Wall Hotel, Kunlun Hotel, Yansha Shopping Center, Sanlitun Taikooli, and the Bulgari Hotel.

Another Japanese architectural master, Tadao Ando's work, the K. Foundation, is also not far from here, right next to the Bulgari Hotel. In this way, the works of two Japanese architectural masters have met here in Beijing.

Hirokawa Kizo made a phone call to the Japanese side in advance, so when they arrived at Liangmaqiao Road, a large group of people was already waiting there. As they got out of the car, several local officials hurriedly greeted them, "Mr. Hirokawa, it's great that you can take charge of the design for this project!"

"Yes, indeed. Having a world-renowned architect like you design this project will surely become a memorable story in the history of Sino-Japanese friendship!" The people warmly greeted Kisho Kurokawa, making Linlou feel very uncomfortable as everyone came to greet him, which reminded him of the unjust treatment Mr. Li Zongze had faced in the past.

Hirokawa Kiaki didn't know about this, but he felt that these people were a bit too enthusiastic. After shaking hands with representatives from both China and Japan one by one, Hirokawa Kiaki mentioned the matter of Lin Lou. "Everyone, I just invited Mr. Lin Lou to design this project with me, and he has agreed. I hope that you can support us as well!"

"Arnold, did Lin Loulin win the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects last year?" The representative from the Japanese side is a professional in the field of architecture and has heard of Lin Loulin's name.

After receiving a positive response, he immediately expressed his welcome, saying, "Lin is a representative figure of the new generation of architects in China, and even in the entire Asia. The collaboration between Lin and Hei Chuan to complete this project will definitely become an excellent story in the history of architecture. I warmly welcome Lin to participate in this project!"

Local officials are not very clear about Lin Lou's position in the international architecture community, but several of them remembered the scenes they had seen on the CCTV news program, so they asked, "Comrade Lin Lou, were you previously in charge of foreign aid projects?"

"Yes, I designed a stadium for Uludii last year!" Lin replied.

This response made several leaders furrow their brows slightly. Why isn't there any humility? Can one person really handle such a large project? They never thought about it. When they heard about Kisho Kurokawa from the Japanese side before, they already regarded this project as Kisho Kurokawa's work.

However, since the Japanese side has already agreed, and Linlou is also the architect who has appeared on the CCTV news, it shows that they must have gained favor from the higher-ups, so the leaders have probably turned a blind eye to it.

"Since Mr. Hei Chuan and all the Japanese friends want Comrade Linlou to participate in this project, we will certainly not refuse. However, such a big matter requires approval from higher authorities. But if nothing unexpected happens, this matter should be settled! He believed that this project would definitely be led by Mr. Hei Chuan, and our Chinese architects wouldn't be able to compare with them."

In the process of the design project, our architects are at most just helping out, so it's not that important, and the superiors certainly won't object.

After speaking, he patted Lin's shoulder, "Xiao Lin, if the higher authorities agree, you should learn more from Mr. Hei Chuan in the future!"

The Hualin Tower felt even more uncomfortable as soon as she heard these words!

The project was finalized in 1984, a year earlier than in the novel.
Chapter 401 Making a Big Deal Out of It

If it's just regular academic exchanges, Hei Chuan is a bit older and more experienced, so it's fine to learn from him. However, in the current cooperative design project, as the responsible architects for the Chinese and Japanese sides, Lin Lou and Hei Chuan should have equal status. Why should we learn from him?

But Lin Lou ultimately didn't say anything. It's not the right time yet. The project hasn't been confirmed to be given to me! If it's given to someone else in the end because of an attitude issue, it will be a big loss.

Linlou is not concerned about the project itself, but wants to use it as an opportunity to make things bigger, to fight for Chinese architects, to have his name stand proudly alongside Kisho Kurokawa's, and to give Chinese architects the right to leave their names on their own works. So for now, he will endure, and talk about it in the future.

When the project design is completed and officially inaugurated, if I don't give myself a place on the podium and don't mention my name in the media publicity, Linlou will really make a scene and make the situation as big as possible.

The events that occurred during the completion of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center were both a setback and an opportunity. It was a controversial incident, but it provided a chance to change the unjust practices in the construction industry. This was more meaningful to Linlou than simply completing several projects.

And after years of preparation, he also has the courage to make a scene. In terms of his position in the architecture industry, the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects have already proved everything. As for his influence in the political arena, helping to build the national stadium for Uruguay is also not insignificant.

Furthermore, when the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center is completed, the construction of the venues for the Asian Games must have already begun. The donations sent by Lin Qiao must have been received. Although this donation may not be treated by the country as generously as Mr. Huo's, it also cannot be casually overlooked and bullied by just anyone.

In addition to the long-term relationships formed with people like Liu Tong and Gu Weimin, as well as the connections in Jichuan, the overall influence is not insignificant.

As for the domestic construction industry, we have the backing of Tsinghua University! If anything happens, Member Wu and Academician Guan will definitely support me, right?

In the media field, the TV stations are still waiting for Lin Qiao to help them gather information. They will donate some equipment later. Nowadays, the country's foreign exchange reserves are very tight. After receiving such a great favor from us, they should at least show some appreciation, right?

So Linlou did not show any displeasure for the time being. He forced a smile and began taking photos on-site, collecting information about the land plot, and preparing for the design of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center. He had seen Mr. Wang's design proposal and visited the site of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center, but since he was going to do it himself, he definitely wouldn't just copy Mr. Wang's design.

Hirokawa Norio and Linlou watched the scene together, exchanged their views on the site, and then had a meal with representatives from both China and Japan. At the dinner table, as before, the Chinese leaders treated Hirokawa Norio with great humility, constantly toasting and serving him, hardly letting him idle, while Linlou received little attention.

Zhou Yalun sensed that something was not right and wanted to say something, but was stopped by Lin Lou. It's better to keep a low profile before deciding to take responsibility for this project. Wait until the project is completed before calculating the final account.

Hiroshi Higuchi stayed in China for a few more days, went to see the design of Xiangshan Hotel with Lin Lou, and had a meeting with Commissioner Wu and others to discuss the experience of Tokyo urban planning before leaving Beijing to return to his country.

During these few days, Lin has received a notification from the higher authorities, agreeing for him to be in charge of the design of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center. Through some channels, Lin learned about the process of this matter. Originally, this project should have been handled by Mr. Wang from the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design and Kisho Kurokawa.

The municipal institute heard that Hei Chuan invited Linlou to collaborate on design, but didn't say anything. Linlou used to teach at the municipal institute, so the institute owed him a favor. Instead of competing with him, they fully supported Linlou taking on this task, and that's how it happened.

When Kisho Kurokawa left, he made a pact with Lin Lou, "Lin, once your design concept is ready, come to Tokyo! We can have a thorough discussion about the project, and I'll introduce you to a few Japanese architects as well."

"No problem, I will complete the plan to go to Tokyo as soon as possible! I wonder which architecture greats I will be able to meet this time in Tokyo? Kisho Kurokawa, a member of the Metabolist movement, and Kiyonori Kikutake should definitely be there. I should also be able to meet Shin Izumi, whom I have dealt with before, and maybe even their teacher Kenzo Tange."

Itou Hideo once worked at the Kikuzaki Kiyonori Office, and Imashima Kazuyo has just graduated and is now assisting Itou Hideo. Sakashige is now working at Isaki Arata's office, and these young architects also have the opportunity to meet.

Sachio Okada is still in high school! As for Tadao Ando, he has been staying in his own office in Osaka. It is unlikely to meet the former, and meeting the latter would depend on the opportunity.

Two young teachers from Tsinghua University are leaving together with Kisho Kurokawa to study at Kisho Kurokawa's architectural firm for one to two years. After they return to China upon completing their studies, the teaching quality of the Tsinghua University architecture department will be greatly improved as well.

"Our main focus this year will be on these two tasks, right? The Sino-Japanese Youth Friendly Exchange Center and the new library for our alma mater, in addition to continuing preparations for the Asian Games!" Back at the courtyard, everyone was in high spirits. These are the high-level projects we should be focusing on! They are much more impressive than the ones we originally designed."

The projects confirmed by the heads of state of China and Japan have high political status and large planned areas. If we do it well, it will be very different! In the future, if there are large public construction projects in the country, they will definitely think of our office.

"To be honest, if it weren't for Xiaolou, I would feel a bit uncertain about us collaborating with Kichiro Kurokawa on the design. It's like being a relatively unknown player paired with a nominee for the Ballon d'Or – it's bound to make one feel a bit nervous," Xu Jiaping chuckled.

However, Lin Lou is definitely not afraid. He just made a point of criticizing the mistakes of Ieoh Ming Pei as soon as he came out. This is equivalent to giving Cristiano Ronaldo a free goal. He has the confidence to cooperate with Kurokawa Kisho.

"It's still the same as before. If you have any ideas, present your own plans first. Then I will take a look, and finally, we'll go to Tokyo together to see Kisho Kurokawa's plan," Lin Lou urged.

Although in the end, they may still use their own plan, it's good to let these few teachers brainstorm and go through the project thoroughly first. Eventually, they can review how they themselves and Kisho Kurokawa designed the project. This process itself is a rare exercise, enabling them to see the gap between themselves and the world's top masters and thus find the direction for improvement.

"Does Mr. Hei Chuan like to combine the latest technological methods with traditional architectural culture, and also emphasize the use of gray space? Should we also follow this direction?" asked Li Qingxi.

"It doesn't have to be done like this, it would completely become following the architectural concept of Hei Chuan. Since it's a collaborative design, we definitely need to bring out some of our own things." Feng Shaoping expressed a different opinion.

"Teacher Feng is right," Lin Lou supports this statement. Of course, what he has in mind may be a little different from Feng Shaoping's. Although it is currently a honeymoon period between China and Japan, the relationship between the two countries will continue to change in the future. If each chooses their own traditional architectural culture essence, this exchange center will definitely have to have a Japanese-style building inside, which Lin Lou does not like.

The group had long been accustomed to the way Lin worked. They quickly made arrangements for their respective tasks and got busy. Lin, on the other hand, received a phone call and then went to the post office to pick up an international package.

After opening it, the package was sent to China Central Television, where they found Director Xu Feixu, whom Liu Tong and Gu Weimin had contacted last time. "Director Xu, my brother has sent back the first batch of documents. Please take a look!"

"I'll take a look!" Xu Fei opened the package and found a wealth of English materials inside, detailing the technologies and equipment used by major American television companies such as ABC, NBC, and Fox. It even included some common techniques and program production skills used by American television networks when broadcasting sports events.

"This thing is really useful! Xiao Lin, I have to thank you so much. If it weren't for you two brothers helping out, we wouldn't know when we could find such comprehensive information!" Xu Fei didn't understand English, but flipping through the catalog, he immediately knew the value of this box of materials, and he quickly expressed his gratitude.

This is definitely something that money can't buy. With this information, they will be able to quickly and systematically understand the current international leading television broadcasting technology system, which can help them save a lot of time and resources.

"My brother has collected some useful information! Oh, and I also asked someone to gather some data on the television broadcasting in Europe. It should be ready in a few days, and I'll bring it to you then!" Lin is doing these things hoping to improve the television broadcasting of the Asian Games in China, and also to build a good relationship with them so that they can help him in the future."

The center for Sino-Japanese youth exchange will probably still need their help to speak out, and architects ultimately belong to the ranks of artists. If artists don't have the media's praise, their influence will be greatly diminished.

"From the French side and the British side. Football matches in France and the UK are both well-known. They have rich experience in broadcasting sports events and should be able to provide some reference for our station. The information from the French side was collected with the help of Pierre Cardin, and the information from the British side was obtained through Standard Chartered Bank."

Pierre Cardin has a good relationship with the French media—these are just simple tasks; while Standard Chartered Bank sees a business opportunity. Convincing China to purchase and use British television broadcasting technology equipment is not a small business. Therefore, Andrew Pierre Cardin needs to be proactive and immediately contacted the headquarters of Standard Chartered Bank to have them collect information.

Standard Chartered Bank also holds shares in several television stations, so the shareholders have much easier access to information than the average person. Therefore, a few days later, Andrew personally delivered the documents to Linlou, and the information in this batch was even more extensive than what Lin Qiao had collected before.

Linlou handed over the information to Xu Fei again. Xu Fei, with dark circles under his eyes, came out and expressed his gratitude again, "I have just translated the catalog and summary of the data in these days. The higher-ups attach great importance to it, and have given me additional support. They want me to translate all the data as soon as possible."

"I should have come later, it's giving you more work again!" Linlou joked, "Now your workload is going to double again. When the information collected by Pierre Cardin is sent over in a few days, you might even have to organize a professional French translation team. This is really hard for you."

"Don't forget, as soon as the documents arrive in Beijing, give me a call and we'll go to the post office together!" Xu Fei sighed, "I didn't realize it before, but the television broadcast technology in our country is really far behind the United States."

"I remember when Nixon visited China back then, according to American customs, they had to use live TV broadcast systems to broadcast the event on-site because the American people had to watch the live broadcast on TV. But China did not have such a TV broadcast system at that time. The Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, General Haig, who was responsible for arranging Nixon's visit to China, was very generous and said it didn't matter that China didn't have it, and the United States sent a set to China, which cost just a few million dollars." With emotion, Xu Fei recounted a story from the past.

"The instructor at that time said, we are also a big country, we don't need you to give, we can afford to buy it. So we sent people to negotiate in the United States. The Americans are cunning, they knew we needed it, so they raised the price at the last minute! The purchasing personnel did not have enough money, so they called the country for instructions. The instructor said again, don't bargain, give them whatever they ask for!"

"Isn't this a loss?" Lin Lou frowned.

"Don't worry, buying equipment might incur losses, but is Comrade Instructor someone who minds such losses? The equipment has been purchased and debugged. Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, General Hagg, was very satisfied after the acceptance inspection."

"Can be purchased in China, specifically for use by the President of the United States during his visit to China. According to international practice, rental fees are required! Hager said, 'Alright, how much?' 'No problem, you pay the same amount as what we bought it for,' he replied."

"Good, we've got the money back! It's like getting the equipment for free! But having said that, American equipment is better than ours, but we can't always rely on imports to solve our equipment problems. So we will refer to this information, but we definitely won't purchase all of it. We'll try to produce as much as we can on our own… If we really can't produce it, then we'll go buy it from foreign countries."

"Simply reviewing the materials won't be enough; you'll also need to visit and investigate in the United States! I'll have my brother help you make the arrangements, so you can head over there when you're ready!" Since we're doing a favor, let's make it thorough!
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After finishing the matter, Lin Lou went to the office building of the architecture department as agreed and found Academician Guan. The desk of Academician Guan was piled with drawings. He smiled and came out from behind the desk when he saw Lin Lou. "Xiaolou is here! Do you have any ideas about the design of the new library for the school?"

"Your understanding of the architecture of Tsinghua University must be deeper than mine. I mainly came here this time to learn from you. The Tsinghua University Library project is different from the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center. The Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center is a joint design, while the Tsinghua University Library has been confirmed to be designed by Academician Guan. Linlou is just providing assistance."

"You are being a little insincere in saying that. I heard that Mr. Bei was designing the Fragrant Hill Hotel when you were still in your freshman year, and you had no qualms about pointing out so many mistakes. Why are you so modest now? I'm not even asking you to substitute for me. Are you worried that I will be angry and not assign you any classes?" Academician Guan appeared a little displeased with his attitude.

"Bringing you over to help is to listen to your opinions. Say whatever you have to say. I know your capabilities! Plus, the design of the Linzhou University library is quite good, which shows that you are not unfamiliar with libraries. When we have the meeting later, you must not stay silent!"

Before long, the participants of the meeting arrived one after another. They were all teachers from Tsinghua's Department of Architecture, which was not surprising. Tsinghua's Department of Architecture is considered one of the best in the country. It's no wonder they would handle the construction of their own school's new library.

Moved to a small meeting room, everyone chatted for a while, and Academician Guan said, "As we all know, the library at Tsinghua University has long been insufficient. The valuable documents accumulated in history, newly purchased academic materials, and so on, add up to too much."

"Our school has also filed several applications to the authorities, hoping to build a new library. However, with the current financial difficulties at all levels of the country, it's hard to allocate the necessary funds for our library, which is a major project."

"However, now everything is fine. Mr. Shao from Hong Kong heard about our school's situation and is willing to contribute a sum of money to support the construction of the new library. At the same time, the National Education Commission has also agreed to address the remaining funding issues. So now we finally have the money to build the building, and our task is to figure out how to construct the building well!"

The third phase of the library of Tsinghua University is called the Yifu Building, and the Yifu Building can be seen in many schools in China. Mr. Run Run Shaw has been donating one hundred million Hong Kong dollars every year in mainland China for charity work since the 1980s, with over 80% of it used for educational purposes.

According to statistics, by the end of 2012, Mr. Shaw has donated a total of 4.75 billion Hong Kong dollars to the mainland. The institutions named "Yi Fu Building" including teaching buildings, libraries, science and technology museums, medical centers, and other organizations, are almost all over the map of China.

After Mr. Shao passed away, enthusiastic netizens used online maps to search for Yifu Building, with the result showing nearly 30,000 locations with densely packed red dots. While the person has passed away, these buildings will endure.

Academician Guan asked Lin Lou to take out the rendering of the library at Linzhou University to show everyone. Using the rendering as a reference, he began discussing his ideas, "This design is very good, as it hasn't changed the original layout of the library at Linzhou University, effectively preserving the original appearance of the old campus, while also expanding the library's space."

"I think this design concept can also be used in the design of our new library at the school! Of course, I'm not saying that we need to dig a basement, like Linzhou University, which lacks land. Our school still has open space."

"The old library of Tsinghua University is located in the core area of Tsinghua University, to the northeast of the Grand Auditorium, and was completed in two phases; the first phase was designed by the American architect William W. Lay, and the second phase was designed by Mr. Yang Tingbao in 1931."

"The new building, known as the third phase, covers an area of 22,000 square meters, approximately three times the total area of the previous two phases. It will be the largest structure on the current Tsinghua campus, and managing the relationship between old and new buildings is a prominent challenge."

"I think that in a historical campus like ours in Tsinghua University, the construction of new projects should follow the following principles: 'respect history, respect the environment, respect the creativity of our predecessors.' At the same time, it should demonstrate the progress of the times, endowing the new library at Tsinghua University with the quality of 'harmony in diversity.' Under the premise of harmonious unity, each phase of construction should reflect the spirit of the present era."

"Ha, you are advocating your 'cultural continuity' concept again! Many architects present here are familiar with Academician Guan's long-standing architectural philosophy, and they immediately discerned his intention. However, what you said does make sense. The new buildings should harmonize with the old ones in style, and it is indeed not appropriate to seek novelty and peculiarity."

Lin nodded slightly. He also agreed with Academician Guan's statement that the construction of new buildings on any site should take into consideration the influence of the surrounding architectural styles.

And architectural regionalism is an important component of postmodernist theory, which harmoniously places imperfect and evolving architectural forms in natural, historical, or artificial environments to reflect the temporality of the site.

The contextualism does not mean to copy the tradition or history. The understanding and representation of historical and natural context should be creative. The common elements should be given a dual interpretation of material and historical context in a metaphorical, symbolic, and fragmentary associative way, and this new interpretation of context should be physically embodied.

In a sense, the failure of modernist architectural art and urban planning lies in their lack of understanding of urban context, overemphasis on the object itself, and neglect of the connection between objects. They excessively stress inward design, overlooking the transition from external space to the interior of buildings.

This theory is perfectly suitable for application in the new library project at Tsinghua University. The Tsinghua campus has a long history, and the original buildings have formed a cultural and historical context. Since the library is located in the central part of Tsinghua Garden, the surrounding buildings and environment are within a national-level cultural relic protection area. Therefore, the new library should not only meet the usage needs in its interior design but also harmonize with the environment in its exterior appearance, displaying both compatibility and a distinctive modern style.

"I have always emphasized that only designs that are suitable for the architectural status and surrounding environment are the best. If the building demands boldness, then we should be more extravagant. If it demands modesty, then we should be restrained. Therefore, I believe that the facade design of the new library should adopt red bricks and grey tiles that are in harmony with the old area of Tsinghua University."

This point has gained the approval of all participants, but new issues have arisen. "The original old library only had two floors. The new building, based on its volume, should have at least five floors. Moreover, the distance between the two buildings is very close. Will this overshadow the old library and cause visitors to ignore it?"

"I've also considered this! I plan to design it this way!" Academician Guan took out a rough sketch and pinned it on the whiteboard. He explained to everyone, "The tall and massive volume of the new building will be placed at the back, while the two-story section, similar to the old building, will be placed at the front, further enhancing the contrast with the auditorium. The main entrance will not be prominently positioned as usual, but will instead be set back within the courtyard to avoid creating a competing or overpowering presence with the old building's entrance."

Academician Guan's approach seems to be somewhat willing to play second fiddle. Although the new library is larger in scale, after such treatment, it completely does not overshadow the charm of the surrounding old buildings. This is very rare among the architect community, after all, every architect wants their work to be the most prominent in the surroundings.

But only with this kind of approach, can we ensure a greater degree of harmony between new buildings and the surrounding environment, naturally integrating with nearby older buildings. Perhaps this is the longstanding "appropriateness" philosophy that Professor Guan has adhered to - the most suitable architecture is the best architecture.

"This approach is indeed good, but wouldn't it be better to create a sunken plaza?" Everyone generally expressed their approval of Academician Guan's design, with only minor differences in some details.

"Doing it this way would definitely be better, but the technology is not mature yet. We've all been to the old library and know the situation inside. The basement of the old building was soaked in yellow water for a long time. Currently, the water level in Beijing is also high, and the engineering treatment methods are not mature. If it is designed as a sunken square, it will also face problems of seepage and high humidity!"

The suggestion was immediately rejected by someone, but soon everyone remembered, isn't Xiao Lin here? Didn't he encounter similar problems when he designed the library of Linzhou University before? That library is all underground!

"Um, the situation in Linzhou is still quite different from our Beijing. The water table there is lower, so there won't be any seepage issues. However, our new library definitely won't have as much underground space as the library at Linzhou University. If we use suitable techniques, we could potentially build an underground plaza or a study area, though." Lin explained.

"The construction of the library at Linzhou University utilized some new waterproofing technologies. In addition to using better waterproof materials around the perimeter, a water reservoir was also built underground. If there is any accumulation of water, it can be pumped out at any time without affecting the use of the building," Lin pointed out while taking the pen from Academician Guan's hand and drawing the design.

"If such a design is adopted, it can indeed reduce the impact of groundwater on underground buildings. In this case, I can even add a 24-hour open reading room next to the sunken square. After the library doors are closed, students can go through the sunken square to the underground floor to study all night. Through the sunken square, the lighting on the underground floor can be completely the same as the above ground, without the need to add light wells like those at Linzhou University!" As soon as he saw this design, Academician Guan immediately got excited.

Tsinghua students' diligence in studying is beyond doubt. Every night when the lights go out in the dormitory, students flock to the water rooms and illuminated areas under the streetlights to continue their reading.

"When I was studying at Harvard, I saw that the 24-hour reading room was very popular among students. I wanted to build one at our school too! However, due to various issues, it was not possible before. If Xiao Lou can solve the waterproofing problem of the sunken square, then this idea can be realized! Our school's students will also have a place to study for 24 hours!"

"Indeed it's good, but this order must be maintained. We mustn't end up fighting over seats!" There are so many dedicated students at Tsinghua University, and the capacity of the 24-hour reading room is definitely limited. It's absolutely impossible to meet all the students' needs, so there will definitely be problems."

"This is not difficult at all. We can establish a system in advance, implement a reservation system. Anyone who wants to go to the library to read, can make a reservation with the staff. It will be on a first come, first served basis, with a maximum of two visits per week. Rest time should still be guaranteed! If someone makes a reservation and does not show up, their reservation rights will be canceled for a month. If their behavior during reading affects others, not only will they be asked to leave, but also their reservation rights will be canceled for a certain period of time..." There are indeed many ways to manage the Lin building.

"This method is not bad. If we convey our general idea to the library, they will definitely be able to come up with suitable regulations! Whether we can build an underground plaza still needs further research. If it's confirmed feasible, then this project will become much better."

Establishing a sunken plaza in the Tsinghua University library allows faculty and students to hold various activities and gatherings. This method was learned by Guan Yuan, an academician, during his visit to the United States. Due to technical reasons, it was not possible to apply this to the library's phase three construction until the fourth phase project was implemented.

Now with Lin's involvement, this design can finally be advanced. Combining the sunken square with the new library, perhaps it will better meet the needs of teachers and students than the original design.

"Let's go take a look at Linzhou University! Xiaolin, how's the progress of the construction over there? Did you say the underground water reservoir cover has been completed? How's the result?" suggested Academician Guan.

"It's already done, the effect is quite obvious. I'll call Linzhou University later to let them prepare! Let's go over as soon as possible," Lin Lou agreed.

"Since that's the case, let's not rush to discuss the specific plans. Let's wait until after the visit to Linzhou University! I'll ask Commissioner Wu for a leave of absence later, and then a few of us can go and take a look!"

So, the meeting ended temporarily today, and everyone dispersed one after another. Lin stayed behind, and when there were only him and Academician Guan left in the meeting room, Lin asked, "Professor Guan, Mr. Shao and the Education Commission support the construction costs of the new library. What about the equipment?"

"The design plan, then start the construction. We are a campus, so the construction process must also consider not affecting normal teaching work. So it will take at least a few years to complete. It's a bit early to talk about equipment now. Why are you asking about this?"
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The act of charitable giving.

"My brother made some money in the United States. He graduated from the computer science department of Tsinghua University. He heard that the alma mater was planning to build a library, so he wanted to donate a batch of equipment to express his gratitude to the alma mater." Mr. Shao, as an outsider, has already made a donation. It would be embarrassing for Mr. Lin to stand by and do nothing, so he began to make donations in the name of Lin Bridge.

Of course, Lin Qiao himself is also very willing to do something for his alma mater. He is definitely not going to refuse, and maybe he will donate even more, such as donating a batch of more advanced computers to the computer department.

"Xiaolou, the equipment needed for this university library is no small figure!" Academician Guan just returned from Harvard for exchange, and has also consulted a lot of information for the library design, so he is very clear about this.

"You've also helped design the library for Linzhou University. You can't be unaware of this, right? Air conditioning, computers, and so on, these devices are all quite expensive!" Guan Academician was somewhat surprised, even a single device costs a lot of money, is your brother really that wealthy?

"My brother has made some money in the United States in recent years, so it's not a problem to donate some equipment!" Linlou said modestly. In fact, if it weren't for the embarrassment of taking Mr. Shao's project, it would have been no problem to cover the construction and ancillary costs of the library.

"When you were visiting Harvard for the exchange program, did you happen to use the CAD software from Autodesk? My brother developed that software and he's also one of the shareholders of Autodesk," Lin Lou revealed a little bit of information.

"Of course, I have used it! The teachers and students in the Architecture Department have praised this software to the skies! This thing can save us so much time in architectural design!" As he said this, Academician Guan recalled, "When I returned to China, I wanted to buy a set to bring back for use, but it was just too expensive. A set costs a thousand dollars, and I would also need to buy a computer. In the end, I had to give up!"

"If you like it, I can give you a set! Hey, let's just ask my brother to donate several more sets to the architecture department, so that the teachers can all use them! Since we're donating, let's just get this done as well."

"This set, including the computer and software, will cost... Oh, look at me, your brother is a shareholder of Autech company, so he probably doesn't care about this amount of money! Then I'll shamelessly thank you on behalf of the school!" Guan Academician instinctively wanted to refuse, but then thought to himself, Autech company is such a big family business, so it doesn't really matter."

"Xiaolou, on behalf of the school, I want to thank you! You've really helped us a lot! Come, let me take you to meet Commissioner Wu and the principal!" The thought of being able to use the computer for designing again soon made Academician Guan very happy.

So the two of them went to see Commissioner Wu first, told him the whole story, and then Commissioner Wu took them to see the principal. The current principal of Tsinghua University is Gao Jingde, a remarkable expert who is also a member of the Academic Department.

The president of the university was born in Jia County, northern Shaanxi. He has been fond of reading since childhood, especially mathematics. After attending Yulin Middle School and Northwest Agricultural College Affiliated Middle School, he went on to study at the National Beiyang Engineering College (now Tianjin University), the Private Jiaozuo Engineering College (now China University of Mining and Technology), the Engineering College of North China University (now North China University of Technology), and the Engineering College of the National Northeastern University (now Northeastern University) which relocated to Han Zhong, Shaanxi and was rebuilt as the Department of Electrical Engineering of Northwest Engineering College.

After graduating from university, he first worked at the Xijing Power Plant, and then went to the Department of Electrical Engineering at Beijing University to serve as a teaching assistant. Shortly after the founding of New China, he was sent by the country to study at the Electrical Engineering Department of the Lenin Institute of Technology in Leningrad, Soviet Union, becoming a graduate student and embarking on a new academic path. His mentor was the academician of the Soviet Academy of Sciences and the famous Soviet electrical expert - Kostin Ko.

After arriving at the school, Gao Jingde quickly overcame the language barrier and began to study eagerly. His academic performance was outstanding. Before the degree program exam, Gao Jingde wrote an academic report.

Academician Nie Meng, a member of the Academy of Sciences of the Soviet Union and director of the Teaching and Research Office of Electrical Engineering, evaluated Gao Jingde's academic foundation as having reached the level of a Soviet associate doctorate. His mentor, Koskin Koe, suggested that he continue to pursue a doctoral degree.

The academic standards of the Soviet Union were very high. Their candidate of sciences degree was already equivalent to the doctoral level in Western countries. There was a significant gap between the doctoral degree and the candidate of sciences degree. Generally, individuals could only pursue a doctoral degree after obtaining the candidate of sciences degree and gaining several years of research and practical experience.

Gao Jingde completed the research work for his doctoral thesis on "Research on Convex Pole Synchronous Motors Applied in Long-Distance Power Transmission Systems" in a very short time. As a result, he successfully obtained the technical science doctoral degree awarded by the State Degree Committee of the Soviet Union, becoming the first scholar in China to receive a doctoral degree in the Soviet Union.

During the early years of the Soviet Union, out of the nearly 20,000 Chinese students sent to study in the Soviet Union, the total number of Chinese scholars who obtained a doctoral degree in science did not exceed 10.

After returning to China, Gao Jingde became a professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering at Tsinghua University, and he was engaged in research on the analysis and control of electrical machines and power systems, further developing and deepening the theory and methods of electrical machines.

At the end of the 1950s, the first dynamic simulation laboratory for power system in China was established under the guidance of Tsinghua University. In the research on the self-excitation of AC motors caused by serial capacitors, it was concluded that there are two self-excitation zones, and new measures to overcome self-excitation were proposed.

Established the multi-loop theory for electric motors, opening up new pathways for analyzing internal asymmetrical faults in electric motors and has been applied in the design of internal fault protection devices for electric motors; the research team led the successful development of a linear optimal excitation controller for generators, which has been successfully put into operation in multiple large-scale generator sets, taking a leading position internationally.

In the future, the successful operation of large generating units such as the 100,000-kilowatt Beikou Hydropower Plant, the 230,000-kilowatt Liujiaxia Hydropower Plant, and the 300,000-kilowatt Baishan Hydropower Plant would not have been possible without the contribution of university leaders.

The Department of Electrical Engineering at Tsinghua University can become the best in the country, which is closely related to the contributions of Gao Jingde. He was also elected as a member of the academic committee with Commissioner Wu in 1980, and recently became the president of Tsinghua University.

For such an expert, Lin Lou naturally held a great deal of respect. He came in, greeted politely, and then Wu, as a committee member, introduced him. President Gao immediately shook hands warmly and exclaimed, "Oh, you have won multiple awards abroad, bringing glory to Tsinghua University and China!"

"You're too kind. What I've achieved is nothing compared to experts like the university president. The little achievements I've made at Lin Building are completely incomparable to theirs."

The university president not only serves as the president, but also has research tasks. He is very busy every day, so Wu, the member, did not bother with pleasantries and directly stated the purpose of his visit, "President, it's like this, Xiao Lin's brother, who is also a graduate of our school's computer science department, Lin Qiao, wants to donate a batch of supplies to our alma mater."

"My older brother was among the first group of students to take the college entrance exam after its restoration. He went to Stanford for a year of exchange study before graduating and staying to work in the United States. He co-founded a company with some American computer professionals, and the company has developed well, having already gone public last year. After hearing that our alma mater planned to build a new library, he made the decision to donate a batch of much-needed equipment and materials for the library, such as air conditioning units and computers." Lin Lou explained.

"The students we nurtured at Tsinghua University have made a mark!" The university president was very pleased to hear this. However, he did not immediately accept Lin Qiao's donation. Instead, he expressed concern and said, "It must be very difficult to build a career in the United States, especially for a foreigner. I appreciate his concern for his alma mater, but as for the donation, let's not make it too extravagant, shall we?"

"Thank you for your concern, Principal. But my brother is doing well in the United States and can still afford to contribute a few hundred thousand dollars. It won't affect his career in the United States!" Lin Lou didn't dare say more, fearing it would shock Commissioner Wu and the university president.

However, the two academic committee members were also very surprised. Nowadays in China, being a millionaire is already very impressive, who has ever heard of having a wealth of over a million US dollars!

"How impressive! What does your brother's company do?" The university president was taken aback. In the 1980s, the total amount of investment in education in the whole society was only a little over 10 billion RMB per year, which covered all expenses from kindergartens to universities.

In 1978, the annual expenditure on higher education in our country was only 1.5 billion RMB, averaging just over 2 million RMB per university, and the average funding per student in each university was only a little over 1400 RMB.

Tsinghua University, although one of the top universities in the country, and with the increased funding from the government in recent years, its annual budget is still not very high, at only a few tens of millions.

And this is still in RMB. Now whenever Lin Lou opens his mouth, it's in the millions of US dollars. The university president even feels a bit doubtful, wondering if it's really so easy to make money in the United States.

"My brother and his partner have opened a software company near San Francisco, developing and selling computer-aided design software. Currently, they are primarily focused on the architecture industry, but they have started to expand into other areas such as fashion design. The software is priced at 1000 dollars per copy, and they sold over one hundred thousand copies last year! So, feel free to proceed with confidence."

"Oh, it's the software you usually use? This software is indeed very useful." Commissioner Wu also remembered that Linlou had mentioned that the CAD software was developed by his brother.

"My brother's donation is not just for the library. He also wants to donate a batch of computers and other teaching and research equipment to the computer science department, and donate a batch of computers and drawing software to the architecture department, after all, that's what he does! He will also donate a batch of office computers to other departments. Nowadays, every department needs computers, but funding is tight. Many departments have a group of people sharing one computer. It won't cost much to give each department three to five computers."

The dean of the university must also have a Department of Electrical Engineering. Those who are engaged in electrical research indeed need computers to complete some work. When he heard this news, the dean was even more happy. He held Lin's hand and couldn't say a word for a long time. "This is really... This is really..."

"In fact, in the United States, it is quite common for successful individuals to donate to their alma mater. Perhaps Xiao Lin was influenced by this during his time at Stanford, so now that he has made a fortune, he immediately thought of his alma mater!" Commissioner Wu once pursued a master's degree in Architecture and Urban Design at the Kuangxi Art Institute in the United States, so he knows about these things.

"Haha, if I dare to refuse now, I guess tomorrow morning, no, maybe this afternoon all the heads of departments in the school will come to blame me! Then I'll just have to agree shamelessly! Give me your brother's contact information, I want to thank him properly since it involves all the departments in the school."

"I will write it for you!" Linlou had already discussed this with Linqiao in advance, so he immediately wrote down the phone number of Linqiao's office.

Because there is a need for academic exchange with foreign countries, the phone in the university president's office can directly make international long-distance calls. He checked his watch, "Oh, it's still late at night in San Francisco, I will call again tomorrow."

"Then let's first collect the requirements from each department and the library, and then make a list for me. I will send it to my brother. Although the new library has not started construction yet, I think the old library also needs to replace some equipment. Let's donate some first, so that the library staff can familiarize themselves with it in advance!" Linlou suggested.

"Oh, right, this is a check for $100,000. My brother asked me to deliver it to the school first. Setting up these equipments will also require some preparation work, like building a new computer room, so let's use this money for that!" Lin was worried that the college principal might not believe him, so he specifically asked Andrew to prepare a check for himself.

The college president is actually feeling a bit anxious, afraid that everything is ready on their end, but there's no news from Lin Qiao. Now seeing the cheque, they feel more at ease. "No problem, I will arrange for them to report the statistics immediately."

"You're busy with work, so I won't bother you! Once you've finished the statistics here, let me know, and I'll immediately contact my brother to arrange the procurement and delivery!" Lin Lou promptly took his leave, allowing President Gao time to verify the cheque.

The college president tried to persuade him several times, but seeing that Lin remained resolute, he decided not to insist further. He personally escorted him to the staircase, and even wanted to see him off downstairs, but Lin couldn't bear this and quickly persuaded the college president to go back.

Other people who came to see the principal for matters were shocked to see this scene. Who is this young man? How can the principal treat him with such high courtesy? By the way, the principal is a vice-minister-level cadre!

"Xiao Zhang, go to the finance department and bring the finance director to me, I have an important task to assign to him!" Back in the office, President Gao immediately instructed the finance director to verify the checks.

Upon hearing that it was a $100,000 check, the finance director was also shocked. They brought their assistant and summoned several strong men from the school security office, then quickly drove to the bank for verification. As soon as they got the result, they reported to the university president using the bank's phone.

Upon hearing that the check was genuine and the $100,000 could be withdrawn at any time, President Gao was completely relieved. He quickly notified all the department heads to come for a meeting and shared the good news with them.

"Principal, is this really happening?" Everyone was stunned.

Today is the festival, I will update for now and wish everyone a happy Lantern Festival.
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"Just now the finance department has verified that the first installment of $100,000 can be withdrawn at any time. Even if there are any unexpected situations later on, this $100,000 is guaranteed to be available!" The university president is still quite conservative and doesn't want to make overly optimistic statements.

"I contacted my friends in the United States, and they told me that Lin Qiao's company, Outek, is developing very well. One to two million dollars should not be a problem for him!" Commissioner Wu added that he studied in the United States, and most of his classmates from that time are now well-known figures in the construction industry, so it's not difficult to gather some information.

"A million dollars in just a few years? Hasn't Xiaolin been in the United States for less than three years?" The head of the computer science department still remembers this outstanding student trained by the department, "This might be another Wang An!"

He immediately thought of the myth created by Wang An in the United States. It's just that Wang An started with computers back then. Could it be that making software in the United States is also so profitable?

After the confirmation from the university president and Member Wu, all the department heads in the meeting room realized one thing - Tsinghua University is going to make a fortune this time. Immediately, someone shouted, "President, my research has reached a critical stage. I just need fifty thousand, no, thirty thousand yuan of funding, that's enough. You must give it to me!"

"Is your research more important than mine? My research is on the brink of a breakthrough, I just need 20,000 yuan! President, as long as you allocate the funding, I guarantee that I can publish an article within a month!" In such a tight funding situation, no one wants to miss any opportunity.

"Alright, alright, let's not discuss the funding for this meeting. This fund is not for our research, but it's for purchasing computers and other equipment for us!" Whenever the topic of funding is raised, the university president feels a headache coming on. If left to their own devices, today's meeting would be consumed entirely by this issue.

"Indeed, that's the case, but the school originally planned to purchase computers, and now that they've been donated, can't the budget be used elsewhere?" The department head was not so easily convinced.

"Let's talk about these matters later. Anyone who continues to bring up funding will be considered as their department automatically giving up on this donation!" This forced the university president to resort to drastic measures.

"If we don't need these computers, can we save the funds...?" someone muttered a few sentences, but seeing the president's expression, the sound gradually faded. If they provoke the president, what will they do if he really refuses?

"Principal, our department usually has a large amount of calculations and requires computing facilities in many areas. You must allocate more computers for us." The head of the Physics department calculated, "We need at least ten units!"

"First, I'll give you a record of eight sets." The principal gave him a discount.

"We want ten as well!"

"We want eight sets!"

"We want twelve units!"

The heads of the departments quickly calculated and reported the quantities they needed, and the college president reduced them according to the specific situation of their departments.

Even so, there are more than three hundred computers in total in the dozens of departments in Tsinghua University. This doesn't even include the new computer lab donated to the Computer Science Department, the equipment donated to the Architecture Department, and the donations to the library.

"Is it a bit too much? Should we reduce it? Nowadays, a computer costs several thousand or tens of thousands of dollars. With over three hundred computers, the total value would have exceeded one million US dollars, right?" Lin did not specify the exact amount of the donation beforehand, so the university president calculated it slightly less than one million US dollars.

"If you buy it in the United States, it's not that expensive! Previously, when I went to my classmate Lin's place and asked about the computer he used for drawing, he said a $2000 computer plus over $1000 worth of software would be sufficient! If purchased in bulk, there would be a discount, and that amount would just be about right." Commissioner Wu said.

"It's true. Right now, there are computers in the U.S. that cost only a few hundred dollars. Spending over a thousand dollars on a computer is already considered not bad, and it can basically meet daily needs," said Professor Tang Zesheng, the head of the computer science department. "But for our research, we need more advanced computers. If we were to purchase all regular products, it wouldn't be cost-effective."

In 1979, Professor Tang ZeSheng went to the United States for academic exchange and study. Before his departure, he submitted an application to purchase computers and establish a laboratory to the then president, Liu Da. Professor Li Fan and his wife from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology were very patriotic and willing to help Tsinghua University establish the laboratory.

They jointly developed a plan to establish a laboratory, which required approximately 210,000 US dollars. After some difficulties, the state approved their plan and entrusted him with a 210,000 US dollar check to purchase equipment in the United States. Ultimately, Professor Li Fan purchased 7 PDP-11 computers from DEC, which were the world's leading computers at that time.

After returning to China in April, Tsinghua University cleared out a laboratory for renovation. In December, 7 computers were delivered to the school, and the laboratory started operations that year with very high efficiency. This was the first microcomputer laboratory in the country.

However, the development in the field of computers is really rapid. After more than four years, those PDP-11 computers have become outdated. They can only be used for another two years before facing elimination, which deeply touched Professor Tang.

He recounted the past events and said, "So in my opinion, it would be best to configure according to the actual needs of each department."

The proposal received unanimous approval, followed by a heated discussion. However, due to the different needs of various departments, it is unlikely to reach a conclusion on the suitable computer model in the short term.

Therefore, the school principal can only temporarily announce the adjournment and allow various departments and the computer science department to communicate, and with the help of the computer science department, develop a plan suitable for themselves.

"Principal, Lin Qiao helped us so much, we really should show our gratitude properly, so as not to hurt his feelings!" Before the meeting dispersed, someone raised a new question.

The education budget is so tight now, and someone donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to support the teaching work of their alma mater at once. What a great favor it is, so it is necessary to hold a grand ceremony, isn't it?

"I'll talk to Lin Qiao about this later. Lao Tang, you stay. You've taught him before, so it's easier for you to communicate with him." The principal of the university asked Professor Tang to stay. Checking his watch, it was working hours in San Francisco, so he took out the phone book and dialed the number that Lin Lou had helped him record yesterday.

"Hello, is this Lin Qiao? This is Gao Jingde from Tsinghua University!" After a long wait, the international call finally got through.

"Oh, President Gao, hello hello!" Lin Qiao had already received the instructions from Lin Lou in advance and had been waiting for this call. As soon as he heard President Gao's name, he quickly greeted him.

"Lin Qiao, the check that Vitolin Tower classmate sent to the school has been received. On behalf of all the faculty and students of Tsinghua University, I thank you for your sincere devotion to our alma mater!" The university president expressed his gratitude solemnly. "You are aware of the situation of the school, and this contribution is a great help to the school!"

"Principal, you are too kind. Without the cultivation from Tsinghua, I wouldn't have achieved what I have today. I also hope that the younger students can have a better learning environment. Teachers will no longer have to worry about lacking computers..." Lin Qiao politely responded, and these words came from his heart.

"Professor Tang is also here and would like to chat with you for a bit!" After a few words, the university president handed the phone to Professor Tang. Professor Tang had been standing next to him, smiling so much that he couldn't close his mouth. He was overjoyed that such an excellent student had come from his own department.

"Xiao Qiao, long time no see, when are you coming back to your home country? Let's catch up properly?" Professor Tang has taught Lin Qiao before, and he seemed much more relaxed when talking to him.

"Professor Tang, how is your health? Is Professor Yu's old ailment getting better? And how about Teacher Jiang recently?" Lin Qiao asked about the recent conditions of several teachers who had taught him before. "If I were to return to my country, it would probably be before the Spring Festival. At that time, I will definitely come to visit!"

"Ah, the school was already on vacation at that time. I was actually thinking of inviting you to come to the school to give a lecture to the younger students about the current state of computer development in the United States, and then hold a donation ceremony to thank you for your contribution to our alma mater! Can you see if you can make time for it?" Professor Tang asked.

"The speech is not a problem. When I'm not busy with work, I will make time to come back! You wouldn't know unless you come out. The development of the computer industry in the United States has been so rapid in recent years! Tell the younger students more, so that they can timely understand the latest situation in the computer industry, which is also a kind of assistance to them."

"As for the donation ceremony, there's no need, right? It's just a small matter, there's really no need to trouble our alma mater." Lin Qiao politely declined, both he and Lin Lou didn't want to make a big deal out of it, as long as Tsinghua University remembers their favor, it's all good.

"How could this be possible? This is not a small matter at all! If we ignore you, others will think that the alma mater has treated you unfairly!" Professor Tang and President Gao definitely wouldn't agree, so they persuaded again, but Lin Qiao still refused to yield.

"Let's forget about it this time! We'll see how things go next time I donate to my alma mater. By the way, have you compiled a list of the equipment needed on your end? Once it's ready, have Xiaolou send it to me directly, and I'll help prepare it to be sent back as soon as possible, so that the alma mater can make use of it sooner!"

"Oh, right, Xiaolou mentioned a million US dollars to you? In reality, there's no need to be so strict about it. A little more is no big deal!" Lin Qiao has also expanded the limit a bit. He has already discussed with Linlou, and this time one person will first take out a million US dollars, and finally make up a limit of two million US dollars."

"One million US dollars is already a lot! It's enough for us to do a lot of things!" Upon hearing this, the president and Professor Tang became even more happy. "We just finished a meeting and will strive to sort out the list as soon as possible. You must remember to tell us when you next return to China! Old Tang and I will pick you up at the airport!"

If you can get a million dollars worth of equipment by picking someone up at the airport, the school principal would be happy to live at the airport and do nothing else but pick up people.

"I definitely won't have no idea how to go to my alma mater! I'll just go straight to the school to visit you when the time comes!" Lin Qiao naturally wouldn't let the principal and his old teachers pick him up at the airport.

After chatting for a few more moments, President Gao quickly said to Professor Tang, "There's no need to tell them about exceeding the budget, let's stick to the initial budget of one million US dollars for now. If it's really impossible to make any cuts later on, then we can use the additional budget."

"Although Lin Qiao suggested that we can be more flexible, we still need to have a limit and not exceed too much! When you help to draw up the list, communicate more with Lin Lou and respect his opinions. I reckon the computer science and architecture departments will dominate this time, as they have produced excellent students!"

Professor Tang went back and first convened the professors of the computer science department. Several professors were very happy to hear the news. "We were just worrying about how to raise money to replace the PDP-11 computer. Now, with Xiaoqiao's help, we can set up a new computer laboratory!"

They have long been considering the new laboratory and quickly came up with a plan for the new computer laboratory, then talked about other departments.

"I was wondering why Mr. Qian from the Physics Department kept urging me to come over just now. Turns out he wanted me to help draft a list!"

Professor Wu from the chemistry department also asked me to go over.

Professor Liang from the law school is about to come over. What does their law school need computers for? It would be better to transfer the quota to us!

"Using a computer to create charts, documents, and conduct statistics is definitely convenient! It's also useful for research and teaching work in the humanities. You can say these things within our institute, but please don't talk about it outside! Our computer department is already the target of envy, and if you keep saying these things, other departments will be even more upset!" Professor Tang quickly cautioned.

"Alright, our plan is ready. You guys go and help out immediately! Sort out the list quickly, so we can purchase the equipment for the small bridge earlier and send it back to the country sooner. Then we can start using the new laboratory earlier as well," Professor Tang said as he collected the list and ushered them out to help.

A few days later, the computer science department helped other departments and the library to organize a list of equipment. After the final summary and adjustments, according to Professor Tang's understanding of the prices, the total amount of these computers and other equipment exceeded one million five hundred thousand US dollars.

"Is this a bit too much? Let's show it to classmate Lin Lou first and ask him to help cut it down a bit!" So the university president and Professor Tang called Lin Lou over.

After seeing the budget, Lin Lou furrowed his brows slightly and asked, "Why hasn't the budget been fully spent yet? Is it being too conservative? Should we increase it a bit more?"

Added another time, still not enough two million US dollars, the president and Professor Tang kept persuading, "Enough, enough, these are really almost enough."

“How about this! In addition to these equipment, let's also establish a scholarship to specifically reward outstanding students,” Lin suggested.
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"Let's set an annual budget of 100,000 dollars to commend those outstanding students." Now, college students receive subsidies, so they have income after entering college. These subsidies are enough to support themselves, and even to support their families. Therefore, the issue of impoverished students is not severe at the moment. Therefore, Lin Lou plans to prioritize commending those students with excellent academic performance.

Although many students want to study abroad, the current opportunities for overseas study are limited. Most of the graduates from Tsinghua University will stay in China, and they will become the backbone of their respective industries in the future. If we can help them along their paths of development through scholarships, it would be a great merit.

This is also very beneficial for oneself. Sponsoring them is like creating a good relationship with this group of students. When they become successful in the future, it will be more convenient to occasionally seek their help.

"$100,000 a year? That's too much, isn't it? What you're giving is already plenty!" The university president and Professor Tang were both stunned. It's so difficult to fight for more funding, but to you, $100,000 feels the same as $10?"

"My brother just wants to contribute to our alma mater. The budget is ready, so you don't need to save money for my brother. Let's just proceed with this. I will send this list to my brother immediately so that he can prepare and send the items back to the country as soon as possible. The $100,000 given to the school earlier will be used to set up the laboratory and prepare for receiving the supplies."

"As for the issue of scholarships, we will start the selection process after the final exams this semester, and the scholarships will be directly awarded at the beginning of the next semester, with an amount of $50,000 for one semester! I will send the checks before the final exams! Then, the amount will be converted to RMB at the official exchange rate and given to these students!"

The official exchange rate for the US dollar to Chinese yuan is currently around 2:1, which means that Linlou Foundation will provide approximately 100,000 yuan in scholarship for Tsinghua University each semester.

"Let's divide it into different levels! First prize is 1000 yuan, second prize is 500 yuan, third prize is 300 yuan, and the specific number of quotas will be determined by the school," Linlou stated the criteria.

"A thousand yuan? That's almost higher than my salary! Giving students so much money all at once may not be a good thing. How about lowering it?" Professor Tang frowned. Nowadays, the average annual salary in state-owned units is only around 700 yuan, which translates to about 50-60 yuan per month. Setting the first prize scholarship at a thousand yuan is indeed quite high.

"How much do you think is appropriate?" As long as they agree, he is not too concerned about the amount of the bonus. He is satisfied as long as he can provide practical help to these students.

"To be honest, I still think it's a bit high even if it's halved. How about changing the first prize scholarship to three hundred? Then second and third prize to two hundred, one hundred?" From the sound of it, it seems that the university president has already agreed to set up the scholarship.

"Yeah, 300 RMB is not low. If you can get the first prize scholarship for two consecutive semesters, that would be 600 RMB in a year. Even a fourth-level worker in the factory might not be able to earn that much! It's enough to support a big family!" Professor Tang agreed. If we calculate according to this standard, how many students can be awarded scholarships with 100,000 RMB?

The first prize is 300 yuan, 100 quotas for the whole school is 30,000 yuan, and then the second prize scholarship is 200 yuan, 200 quotas for the whole school is 40,000 yuan, and the third prize scholarship is 100 yuan. There is still enough money to award scholarships to 400 students, which adds up to 700 people! Tsinghua University only enrolls less than 2,000 students in a year.

The total number of undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral students on campus is just over ten thousand. The coverage rate of scholarships is around five percent, which is not low.

"No problem! I will proceed as you instructed! Regarding the selection criteria for the scholarship, could you please help me organize a document and I will forward it to my brother to review?" Since the money has been given, there must be results. I can entrust the task of selecting the candidates to the school. However, I should still have some say in the selection criteria.

"I will arrange for someone to organize it as soon as possible. At that time, a special scholarship selection committee will be established. Xiaolou, you will also serve on this committee to supervise the selection and distribution of scholarships!" The university president understood that with so much money being given, the school certainly had to show some sincerity.

Although Lin Qiao is unwilling to make a big fuss, the school cannot have no expression at all; in this way, to tell him that the money he donated to the school was not spent in vain, but used in practical ways.

If it were for any other purpose, Linlou wouldn't have minded, but helping to oversee the use of the scholarship funds was actually quite practical. After all, he didn't want to see his money being wasted, so he readily agreed.

The principal of the university is very happy now that Lin is in the committee, as he can witness the scholarship selection process firsthand, which can also reduce a lot of misunderstandings. Otherwise, if someone reports that they have awarded scholarships to the wrong recipients, it would be quite troublesome to explain.

"So, how should this scholarship be named?"
Tsinghua University used to have some scholarships, but those were all funded by the state, and there were uniform standards for naming. No one really knows how to name scholarships donated by individuals.

"When I visited the United States for observation and exchange, I also heard American professors mention similar things. According to American custom, scholarships donated by individuals or companies are usually named after the donors or the donating companies. Xiaolou, why don't you ask your brother how he would like to name it?" Professor Tang suggested after some thought.

"If we were to follow this standard, it seems we should call it the Lin Qiao Scholarship! Although naming a scholarship in an individual's name may pose some policy issues, I will do my best to seek approval from the higher authorities. Xiaoqiao has done so much for our school, and this is a well-deserved honor for him," said the university president after listening to Professor Tang talk about the customary practices at American universities.

In the current era which strongly emphasizes collectivism, using an individual's name to name a college scholarship indeed raises certain policy issues. However, the scholarship given by Lin Qiao is in US dollars. Just the act of exchanging US dollars into RMB presents a great opportunity for profit. It shouldn't be a problem to leverage this to obtain some policy support.

In a few years, this kind of situation will become more common, with scholarships named after individuals such as the Song Qingling Scholarship, the Ho Leung Ho Lee Scholarship, and so on.

But now it's a bit inappropriate to call it the Lin Qiao Scholarship. On one hand, there's the overall situation, and on the other hand, half of this money still belongs to Lin Building.

"Let's call it the Shuangmu Scholarship! It also has a connection with the saying 'It takes ten years to grow a tree, but a hundred years to cultivate a person.' It feels better than just using my brother's name directly!" So Linlou split the Lin surname and used it as the name for the scholarship.

"The name is good! Then we will report to the higher authorities using this name first!" President Gao and Professor Tang thanked Dean Lin again, and then went back to prepare.

On this side, Linlou sends the equipment inventory to Linqiao. The inventory has also been reviewed and there is no issue with prohibited goods. Therefore, once Linqiao reviews it, they will immediately contact the purchase and then deliver it to the domestic.

This process will take some time, so in the next few days, Lin will review the conceptual proposals for the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center submitted by Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping, and others, and promptly report the news to the university president.

The purchase of these equipment is going smoothly. Both the university president and the teachers from Tsinghua University are very excited, eagerly awaiting the arrival of the equipment in Beijing for installation and debugging, so that it can be put into use as soon as possible.

They are not just waiting. They have already started preparing the laboratory using the $100,000 provided by Lin Lou. Meanwhile, various departments and libraries are also busy making preparations according to their own situations, striving to put these equipment into use as soon as they arrive.

This afternoon, after a busy day at work, Lin Lou stretched and was about to ask what to eat for dinner. Suddenly, the sound of a car came from outside the door, followed by the familiar voice of Song Huaigui, "Mr. Lin, I always feel particularly at ease when I come to your place. It makes me want to ask for your help in redesigning a quadrangle courtyard for myself. I'm just afraid I can't afford your design fee!"

"Ms. Song, welcome, welcome! It's been a while since you last came here!" Linlou greeted and invited Song Huaigui to the resting area in the courtyard. It was almost summer vacation, and the temperature was beginning to rise. Sitting in the courtyard in the afternoon, enjoying the river view and the cool breeze felt especially pleasant.

"I've been quite busy lately, helping Mr. Pierre Cardin recruit models and train for performances, while also overseeing the renovation of Maxim's Restaurant and training the waitstaff," explained Song Huaigui. Then he pulled out an invitation and handed it to Linlou. "But now it's all coming together. The restaurant is almost done with renovations, the chefs are in place, and we're about to start trial operations. I hope you can come and show your support when the time comes, Mr. Lin."

"No problem! Then I'll first wish you great success in your business and make a fortune every day!" Lin Lou bowed and congratulated, then opened the invitation to take a look. The trial business hours were scheduled for this weekend, which happened to be a good opportunity to go with Yu Bingbing.

"Borrowing your kind words, Mr. Pierre Cardin is not running this restaurant just to make money, but mainly hopes to provide everyone a place for communication! If Mr. Lin has time in the future, you can come and visit often." Both Pierre Cardin and Song Huaigui do not just manage Maxim's restaurant as a regular restaurant.

For the fashion industry, it is absolutely necessary to maintain close connections with artists and the upper class society. Therefore, they are also building a cultural and artistic salon center in the capital. After the official opening of the Maxim Restaurant, painters, musicians, and professionals in the film and television industry will be regulars here.

Additionally, because Beijing currently lacks high-end Western restaurants, it will also become a center for communication among foreigners in the city. In the future, Song Huaigui will also become the salon queen of Beijing because of this.

I chatted with Song Huaigui about the decoration of Maxim Restaurant, as well as the progress of the decoration of the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin Lefangsi. After that, I invited her to have dinner before saying goodbye to each other.

On the weekend, Lin Lou brought her camera and went to the city with Yu Bingbing. Then, they arrived at Maxim's restaurant near Chongwenmen half an hour early.

The facade of the restaurant is not large, but the iron vine on both sides is elegantly curled, exuding a luxurious and delicate atmosphere everywhere; her long hair pinned up at the back of her head, dressed in a high-end custom-made Pierre Cardin gown at the door to welcome guests, seeing her seems to feel like going back to the 21st century. Her dressing style and temperament seem to be from another time and space compared to 1980s China.

Song Huaigui is very friendly to people, and she does not treat people differently based on their status. Even if it's just a passing pedestrian who looks curious, she still patiently greets them.

Upon seeing Linlou coming over, she immediately smiled and welcomed them, first praising Yubingbing's appearance and temperament, then leading them inside and inviting them to sit in a position near the stage.

The interior decoration of the restaurant is filled with French elements everywhere, such as carpets, wallpapers, painted glass, silver tableware, and murals resembling those in the Louvre. There are few sharp-cornered objects to be seen, and everything from light fixtures, picture frames, mirrors, to chairs, all exhibit soft and winding curves. Images of ivy leaves cover all door frames and the entrance of the hall, exuding luxury without losing elegance.

Helped introduce the chef's specialties, confirmed the menu, Song Huaigui then apologized and left to welcome new guests.

"The meal is really expensive," Yu Bingbing muttered under his breath. The dishes they ordered just now totaled more than 150 yuan! It's worth noting that the average salary in Beijing is only about 60-70 yuan, which means they have just devoured the monthly income of an ordinary double-income family in one meal.

And that doesn't even include drinks. If you want to order a slightly better bottle of red wine, it will cost around two to three hundred yuan, which is not affordable for a worker's half-year income.

Lin Lou's concerns were of a different nature. He gazed at the small stage ahead, speculating quietly about who the guest performer would be that day. Maxim's Restaurant was not only the birthplace of Beijing's fashion industry, but also a holy ground for the rock scene. Before the likes of Cui Jian, Cheng Lin, He Yong, and Ai Jing gained fame, they all had performed here.

Before long, the guests had all arrived, and the waiters started serving the prepared dishes to Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing. They slowly enjoyed the French specialties, including steak, foie gras, and escargot.

A few slightly restrained young people walked onto the small stage, took out their instruments and began tuning, then the first song started, "Mama, do you remember the old straw hat you gave to me? I lost that hat long ago flew to the foggy canyon ..."

This is the theme song of the Japanese movie "Proof of Person" which is currently very popular in China.

The familiar voice made Lin Lou look up and look at the singer. The unruly long hair and expression made Lin Lou recognize him at a glance. Isn't this Cui Jian!

Celebrating the lunar new year in my hometown is so painful, and today the drinking still hasn't ended!
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"Hmm, his singing is quite interesting! His style is different from the current domestic singers, but it's more like the singing style in Europe and America," Yu Bingbing, who is also a semi-professional player, immediately noticed the characteristics of Cui Jian's singing style.

With the influx of Japanese, European and American films and TV shows, the theme songs and insert songs have quickly become a popular trend. Many people are imitating and learning from them, but because most singers nowadays come from a background in folk music, they only know how to sing in the style of Li Guyi or Jiang Dawei, so when they sing, they always lack a bit of flavor.

Cui Jian's singing style is obviously different, and he can accurately imitate the original style, so not only Lin Lou, but even those foreign guests are attracted to him and start humming along with the music.

After singing the "Straw Hat Song", Cui Jian and his companions changed the tune and sang another famous foreign song ("Scarborough Fair"), "Are you going to Scarborough Fair? Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme, remember me to one who lives there, she once was a true love of mine..."

This song was originally an ancient English folk song, with its origins tracing back to the medieval era. It was included by the father of English folk songs, Ralph Vaughan Williams, in a book he edited introducing English folk songs. Later, English folk singer Martin Carthy added his own creative touch to the original song, transforming it into a love song.

And "Scarborough Fair" became famous worldwide with the help of the renowned duet of Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel. Paul Simon learned this song from Cassie in England, and he creatively incorporated his self-written anti-war song "The Side of the Hill" as a counter melody with this song.

In 1969, this song won the Oscar for Best Original Song as a soundtrack for the movie "The Graduate," gaining widespread popularity in Europe and America. Along with "The Sound of Silence," it became a representative work of Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel.

Do not be fooled by Cui Jian's later title as the "Godfather of Chinese Rock." At present, he actually prefers jazz and folk music, as the freedom and improvisation in these genres make him believe that playing should not become a pressure for an artist. He learned these songs from foreign tourists and students who brought tapes into China.

At the end of the two songs, there was a round of applause from the audience. Cui Jian and his companions quickly bowed to thank the audience. Lin Lou saw some foreign guests and asked the waiter to send them tips or drinks, so he also got interested.

Click, click, first took a few meaningful photos, and after a few years, these will be valuable materials to review the history of rock development in China.

Then he snapped his fingers and summoned the waiter over. He took out a few banknotes from his wallet and handed them to the waiter, pointing to the table, asking him to bring it over.

Cui Jian and his companions were somewhat surprised to receive a generous tip from Linlou, so they quickly came over to express their gratitude. Linlou pretended not to know and asked for their names.

"My name is Cui Jian. I play the trumpet in the Beijing Symphony Orchestra. These are all my friends and also my colleagues. Yang Le plays the flute, Liu Yuan plays the saxophone, and Zhou Yaping plays the tuned drum." Cui Jian introduced.

Cui Jian is only the third trumpeter in the Beijing Symphony Orchestra, and he doesn't have many performance opportunities. Similarly, the others also have quite a bit of free time. They use their spare time to study Western pop music and perform at some dining venues where foreigners gather to earn money. They have gained some reputation in the circle, so that's why they were invited by Song Huaigui to warm up the stage today.

By next year, Cui Jian, Liu Yuan, Yang Le, and several other colleagues will form the band Seven Ply, one of China's earliest rock bands, and embark on the road of rock and roll.

Although Zhou Yaping did not join their band, he has always been working in the music industry. He later became a famous music producer, and in the early days, he produced albums for Cui Jian, Liu Huan, Mao Amin, and others. The success of Cheung Chi-Keung, Yin Le, and others also relied on his work.

Entering the new century, he caught up with the Internet era. Pang Long's "Two Butterflies" and "You Are My Rose" made him earn a lot of money. In terms of fame, he is far behind Cui Jian, but in terms of money-making ability, he is much stronger than Cui Jian.

After a few words, Yang Le and Zhou Yajun and others continued their performance, while Cui Jian accepted Lin Lou's invitation to sit down and chat and have a drink. He was a little curious about Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing's identity. Compared to the other guests at the Maxim restaurant, these two seemed too young, right? Are they someone's children?

"Oh, I'm from the architecture department of Tsinghua University. I have done architectural design work for Mr. Pierre Cardin before! So I know Ms. Song because of that, and I've come to support the grand opening this time," Lin explained.

Cui Jian now understands. The two of them then chatted about music. Although Linlou was not a professional musician, he had listened to a lot of music while in college, and with the knowledge obtained from the internet era, he enjoyed chatting with Cui Jian.

They talked about their idols from Elvis Presley, Dylan, Lennon, all the way to Cui Jian, with the difficulty of obtaining information now compared to the internet age. Cui Jian could only get foreign tapes from foreign students or diplomats, and the related knowledge was far less systematic than the Lin Building, so he was immediately fascinated by it.

"In fact, I feel that music and architecture are similar. Just imitating foreign music won't work! Chinese people's emotions and aesthetics are different from those of foreigners. We still need our own things, our own architecture, and our own music! Singing songs written by foreigners all the time is not a good idea. Have you ever thought about writing your own songs?" Lin Lou suddenly said.

"Writing songs? I still lack in skills, don't I?" In the eyes of Cui Jian today, music composition is still a lofty task, and he is not confident for now. His first song "I and My Guitar" has not even started to be composed yet.

"Since you like folk and rock music, you should understand that the most important thing about a song is to express one's feelings. Why are the songs of Dylan, Lennon, and Mick Jagger loved by young people in the West? It's because their songs speak to the hearts of young people in the West! But the issues that concern young people in the West are different from those of young people in our country!"

"We're all young people. You must know what young people are thinking these days! We all have confusion and bewilderment, as well as desires and aspirations. As long as we can grasp these emotions and express them through music, these songs will definitely be popular! Besides, Dylan, Lennon, and Jagger didn't have formal training either! In terms of fundamentals, you are much stronger now than they were when they first started out!"

Cui Jian's music captivates me instantly. Indeed, in the world of music, some emotions such as love are universal, but others are not. During the heyday of American rock music, the common themes were anti-war, love, and peace. However, these sentiments did not resonate in China. So, what do young people care about now?

Lin Lou said this to Cui Jian as a way to encourage himself. This perspective also applies to the architectural world. Chinese living habits and architectural culture are different from those of Europe and America. Therefore, the architecture designed for Chinese people cannot simply replicate foreign styles. Architects also need to have their own unique elements.

"Mr. Lin may be young, but he has a much farther vision than the average person! So, would you say it's the same in the field of fashion design?" I don't know when Mr. Song Huai Gui also came over and heard their conversation.

"The same goes for that! The physique, skin color, hair color of Chinese people are different from those of Europeans and Americans. Clothing that suits Europeans and Americans may not be suitable for us!" Lin Lou glanced at the Pierre Cardin haute couture dress she was wearing and complimented her, "It's rare to see someone like you with such a strong presence who can pull off any style of clothing!"

"Haha." Song Huaigui was delighted to hear that. Which woman wouldn't like to receive such compliments? After laughing, she seriously discussed the topic Linlou had mentioned earlier, "But what you said is indeed reasonable. Mr. Pierre Cardin has sent so many clothes over, some look great on European and American models, but when our models wear them, it always feels like something is missing."

There are still some things she hasn't said. Nowadays, there is also a growing number of Chinese nouveau riche who have the purchasing power for high-end fashion. These people are willing to spend money on their attire, but high-end Western fashion doesn't quite suit them either.

"I actually think that just recruiting and training models in China with Mr. Pierre Cardin is not enough. It would be better to cultivate a group of outstanding Chinese fashion designers, just like Japan's Yohji Yamamoto and Rei Kawakubo. They design clothes that are more suitable for Japanese people to wear, and we should also have designers who specialize in creating clothing for us!"

In contemporary China, the status of fashion designers seems to be lower than that of architects. Although there have been excellent Chinese designers like Wang Daren, Wang Weiwei, and Zhou Yangjie, their influence is far less compared to the influence of I.M. Pei in the field of architecture. It seems that there has not been a fashion designer in China who can win top industry awards like architect Wang Shu.

If Song Huaigui and Pierre Cardin could train a group of outstanding local designers, Linlou wouldn't have to wear Pierre Cardin's suits anymore! Jizaki Shin has Issey Miyake specially design clothes for him, and it would be great if Linlou can also have an excellent local designer to design clothes for himself.

"Your idea is not bad. I'll talk to Mr. Pierre Cardin when I see him again." Song Huaigui considered seriously.

Cui Jian then chatted with Lin Lou about issues that concern young people nowadays. It seems that he was also inspired by Lin Lou and intends to try creating some songs of his own. I wonder if "Nothing to My Name" will be born ahead of schedule because of this.

This meal was quite enjoyable. It wasn't just about the delicious food and pleasant dining environment, but more importantly, it was an opportunity to contribute to the local culture by bringing together outstanding figures from different cultural domains, such as Cui Jian and Song Huaigui. Hopefully, today's conversation can slightly accelerate the localization progress in the music and fashion industries.

After dinner, they returned to school. Neither of them was in a hurry to go back, but instead took a stroll on the campus. Yu Bingbing suddenly sighed, "Ah, time flies so fast. After the exams and summer vacation, I'll be a senior! Soon I'll be graduating and working. You studying architecture are lucky, you get an extra year!"

"What are you planning to do after graduation?" Lin Lou asked. He knew a little about Yu Bingbing's family situation, and he was certain that if she was willing, she could be assigned to the unit she wanted.

"I feel quite good staying in school. Later, I'll find a university in Beijing and work as a teacher while doing some translation for foreign employers on the side!" She's already made up her mind.

This is also good, not so busy every day, and there is time to come here often; Well, it's best to find a school that is not too far from Tsinghua, so it's more convenient.

"I should also stay in Beijing after I graduate! Just like you, teaching at the school while continuing with my design work!" This way, we can both have time to go out and have fun together during our vacations."

The two of them talked about the future for a while. Lin sent Yu Bingbing back to the dormitory and then went back to rest. The next day, they continued to work on improving the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center in the courtyard.

Meanwhile, in another part of Beijing city, a group of people is holding a meeting. In June of this year, China joined the Antarctic Treaty.

Under the Antarctic Treaty, countries are categorized as consultative or non-consultative parties. The latter have the right to speak but not to vote or make decisions in Antarctic international affairs. As China has not established any research stations in Antarctica, it is classified as a non-consultative party.

"Comrades, every time we attend the meeting, when the discussion reaches substantial points and it's time to vote on the agenda, the chairman announces: 'Contracting parties, please go outside the meeting hall and have some coffee. Furthermore, the results of the vote are not even informed afterward. In my opinion, this is an unbearable humiliation!"

"So we must build our own Antarctic research station, change this humiliating situation. Next time at the meeting, while representatives from other treaty countries are out for coffee, our Chinese representative must stay in the meeting room, and must participate in the final vote! I don't believe it. In the United Nations, we have the ultimate voting and veto power. Why don't we have the same rights in Antarctica!"

"I have already contacted some scientists and am preparing to appeal to the higher authorities in order to strive for the early establishment of a Chinese research station in Antarctica!"

"But I can't just talk to the leaders without any preparation! What kind of plan is needed for the expedition to Antarctica and the construction of a scientific research station there? How should we solve the various issues such as clothing, food, accommodation, transportation, ships, power generation, communication, surveying, meteorology, and the mechanical equipment and logistical support needed for construction? We need to be prepared for all of these aspects so that I can give a good response when the leaders ask."

"So, today's meeting is to discuss this issue. Let's hear everyone's thoughts on the problems we may encounter when conducting expeditions and building research stations in Antarctica, and how to resolve them!"

The alcohol from yesterday hasn't worn off yet, so I can't code. Tomorrow's update will be delayed.
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"To go to Antarctica, the first thing we need is a ship. I remember that the Jiangnan Shipyard in Shanghai delivered a large scientific research vessel to the East China Sea Branch of the State Oceanic Administration a few years ago. It's the Xiangyanghong 10, with a displacement of 13,000 tons, a cruising speed of 20 knots, powered by two 9,000-horsepower diesel engines, with a maximum range of 12,000 nautical miles. It can carry two large helicopters and with some modifications, it will be able to meet the requirements for Antarctic scientific research!"

"Okay, I will send letters to the East China Sea branch and the Jiangnan Shipyard later, asking them to cooperate in the modification of the Xiangyanghong 10. But we need to come up with a plan for the modification!" the leader nodded.

The Xiangyanghong 10 research vessel is the first 10,000-ton ocean scientific research vessel designed and manufactured independently by our country. It was completed and delivered to the East China Sea Branch of the State Oceanic Administration by the Shanghai Jiangnan Shipyard in November 1979.

He has participated in major scientific research and experimental tasks such as China's first launch of carrier rockets and synchronous communication satellites. Later, he joined China's first Antarctic expedition team and carried out scientific exploration missions in the South Ocean and Antarctica. He was then transformed into the "Yuanwang 4" space tracking and communication ship, making outstanding contributions to China's scientific research work.

"Sunshine Red No. 10's original helicopter may not be sufficient for the scientific expedition to Antarctica. We need the cooperation of the military to provide a better helicopter. In addition, one research vessel is not enough, we need to arrange for another rescue vessel to accompany us, to address any emergencies that may arise during the expedition. This also requires the assistance of the military."

"In terms of personnel, we need specialized scientists in climatology, geology, biology, surveying, communication, and other relevant fields. In addition, we also need engineers, technicians, journalists to accompany the expedition, as well as support from naval officers and soldiers. Based on the experience of other countries exploring Antarctica, this team should consist of at least four hundred people!" After discussing the issue of the ship, someone brought up the composition of the personnel.

"What kind of experts do we need? I will issue a formal letter to their units for secondment. For some distinguished scientists or engineers, I can personally invite them! As for the military, they will definitely support us! The people's soldiers are always the most trustworthy, no matter when."

"If departing from Shanghai, it is necessary to cross the doldrums, several tropical cyclone-prone areas, traverse the roaring forties with wind speeds of 40 degrees, and navigate the treacherous reefs of the Drake Passage. Moreover, we also lack experience in navigating the frigid waters of the Antarctic, facing storms, severe cold, heavy snow, floating ice, and hidden reefs... The journey can be described as extremely challenging!"

"We must make all necessary preparations to ensure the safe arrival of the ship in Antarctica; after landing, we will also face the wind, snow, severe cold, and glaciers of Antarctica. We must learn from the lessons of Amundsen and Scott! We cannot overlook any detail on the way. Both navigation and landing will be met with countless difficulties."

"Even if we reach the coast and find a suitable site for building a research station, we will still face many challenges. The average annual temperature in Antarctica is -25℃, and in the inland plateau, it is about -52℃. The extreme lowest temperature has reached -93.2℃, and the highest is only around 20℃. It's a great challenge to build a research station that can support the living and research needs of scientists in such harsh conditions!"

"We have no prior experience building in such harsh conditions, and the construction requirements for the research station are far more demanding than typical buildings! These are all issues that need to be addressed!" After discussing transportation, the experts also talked about the construction issues.

"The main challenges in construction mainly involve two aspects. First, how to find workers who can work in such harsh natural environments. For this, we can ask the assistance of construction units such as China State Construction Engineering Corporation (CSCEC) and China Railway Construction Corporation (CRCC), and have them select workers and technical personnel from severely cold areas like Northeast China, Northwest China, and high-altitude regions, who are more adapted to extreme cold weather conditions."

"The second issue is the problem of construction materials and equipment. We need generators that can generate electricity in Antarctica, heating devices that can operate in Antarctica, and research instruments that can function normally in Antarctica... Of course, the most important thing is cement and steel that can be used for construction in temperatures as low as negative 20 to 30 degrees Celsius! We also need the support of various research institutions for these."

"List all the equipment, and I will send letters to the corresponding domestic units, asking for their help in manufacturing these devices. As for construction materials, I will notify major domestic construction material research institutions to check if they have steel and cement suitable for construction in Antarctica. If available, that would be best. If not, we will conduct research and development."

The country now regards the construction of a research station in Antarctica as an important task. Although the domestic economy is still underdeveloped, this international affair cannot be missed. Especially considering that Antarctica is the only continent on Earth without an owner, if we do not make preparations in advance, we may have to pay hundreds or thousands of times the cost in the future.

"Comrades, our ancestors missed the Age of Discovery, which led to China's backwardness in modern times. This time, we cannot miss the exploration of the Antarctic! Everyone should take this seriously and work together to complete this task!" The leader concluded the meeting with such passionate words.

Then, a series of official letters were sent from Beijing to various departments within the country, including Shanghai Jiangnan Shipyard, the National Oceanic Administration, military sectors, China Construction, China Railway, as well as various domestic universities and research institutions. Several senior experts and professors in relevant fields from Tsinghua University, as well as several related departments and research institutes, also received official letters to assist with the work.

The Tsinghua Architectural Material Research Institute is no exception. Upon receiving the official letter, Ling Zhiyuan immediately called a meeting with several key personnel from the institute and showed them the official letter. "The National Antarctic Survey Committee and the State Oceanic Administration have sent an official letter inquiring whether we have building materials that can be used for normal construction and maintain performance for a long term in the extreme natural environment of the Antarctic."

"Is the country going to build a research station in Antarctica?" Immediately, people began to associate this with the recent news report on the negotiations of the Antarctic Treaty.

"In my opinion, our country should also build a research station in Antarctica! Otherwise, we always suffer when attending meetings! But then again, building in such a cold place like Antarctica requires very high standards for building materials! Whether it's concrete or steel, they all need to maintain their performance in temperatures of negative 20 or 30 degrees, or even negative 40 or 50 degrees for a long time."

The experts participating in this conference are all from the field of construction materials, so naturally they know how difficult it is to achieve this. "The Antarctic is not just cold, it's also damp and has issues with salt corrosion."

"Steel will corrode in humid air due to the primary battery reaction, affecting the life and performance of the steel; cement strength is easily affected in extreme low temperature environments, and salt erosion will also reduce the strength and service life of the cement... It's really difficult to solve these problems!" Some people are now listing a bunch of problems.

"Because of the difficulties, that's why we are needed! This is a national important task, if we can solve even one problem, our Tsinghua Building Materials Research Institute will be able to dominate in this field in the future! This shows that our Tsinghua Building Materials Research Institute is undoubtedly the number one in the country in this field!" Ling Zhiyuan thought this was also an opportunity.

"Yes, that's the idea!" Encouraged by being ranked first in the country, everyone was full of fighting spirit. "Let's quickly take stock of the projects in our department and see which ones we can make use of!"

"In addition to these, we also need to carefully study the information provided by the National Antarctic Research Commission and the State Oceanic Administration, to see if there are any building materials that we haven't started researching yet, but have accumulated expertise in relevant fields and hope to make breakthroughs in a short period of time! These projects are also worth researching!"

"Oh, it seems that Huang Aiguo and the Xiangjiang Hualin Company's special cement project can solidify normally under low temperature, right? Can it be used for this project?" Soon, someone realized this.

"Yeah! It feels like this project is tailor-made for the Antarctic research station!" Someone slapped his thigh and felt a wave of envy rising in his heart. "Why didn't I have such good luck to come across a project like this? If his research results are adopted by the National Antarctic Expedition Committee and the State Oceanic Administration, then his reputation in the industry will soar!"

"Hurry and call Aiguo to join the meeting!" Ling Zhiyuan also remembered and quickly had his secretary call for him!

Huang Aiguo entered the meeting room with a bewildered expression on his face. He was greeted by friendly smiling faces, which made him feel a bit overwhelmed. What's going on?

"Patriotism, come, sit over here!" Ling Zhiyuan personally stood up, brought him to the conference table and asked with concern, "How is the recent research progress? How is the feedback from the follow-up experiments? Tell us about it?"

"Especially the performance in resisting low temperature and resisting corrosion from seawater, the more detailed, the better!" Another leader added from the side, these two key performances will determine whether the special cement being developed by the Huang Aiguo team can be used in the construction of the Antarctic research station.

Today is not the time to report research progress, right? As Huang Aiguo muttered to himself, he began to report, "... This type of cement, when used at temperatures of 0℃ to 10℃, has an early strength 5 to 8 times that of Portland cement. When used at temperatures of 0℃ to -20℃, with a small amount of antifreeze added, the temperature of the concrete at the time of molding should be maintained at above 5℃ for normal construction. The concrete strength at 3 to 7 days can reach 70% to 80% of the design standard."

"Construction in alternating positive and negative temperatures has little impact on the later strength growth. After 200 freeze-thaw cycles in the laboratory, the loss of concrete strength is not significant, and the frost resistance rating can reach over 200."

The results of the corrosion resistance test show that this type of cement has excellent corrosion resistance to seawater, chlorides (NaCl, MgCl2), sulfates (Na2SO4, MgSO4, (NH4)2SO4), especially their composite salts (MgSO4+ NaCl), etc. The corrosion resistance coefficients are all greater than 1, significantly better than high-sulfur-silicon cement and high-alumina cement.

Good, good, good! If we can meet this standard, it will basically satisfy the construction needs of the Antarctic scientific research station! Several leaders were filled with surprise, this time our Tsinghua University Architectural Materials Research Institute will make a big name for itself!

"Have you tested the minimum temperature at which it can be used? The average temperature in Antarctica is minus 25 degrees Celsius. Although it can also be used in temperatures above minus 20 degrees Celsius, the wider the application range, the greater the hope of winning in the competition for this kind of cement."

You should know that this is a national competition where all building materials research structures are competing together. There can be no room for carelessness, as being more prepared can lead to better chances of winning.

Huang Aiguo has memorized all these data. After talking about the results of the antifreeze and anticorrosion experiments, he continued to talk about other data, " ... This type of cement has the characteristics of early strength and high strength, with a 3-day strength equivalent to the 28-day strength of the same grade of Portland cement... In the high impermeability test, the cementitious structure of this type of cement is relatively dense, and the impermeability of concrete is 2 to 3 times that of the same grade of Portland cement concrete..."

This is also good news. In the extreme and harsh environment of Antarctica, being able to solidify faster than other types of cement can avoid many problems. At the same time, buildings in ice and snow have high requirements for anti-permeability. The various data reported by Huang Aiguo have proven that this type of cement can definitely be used in the construction of the Antarctic research station.

"Good! Very good! Excellent!" He had just finished reporting, and Ling Zhiyuan slammed the table. According to what Huang Aiguo had just said, as long as these data are genuine, there's no need for further research; they can be taken directly to the Antarctic Scientific Expedition Committee for verification.

"Patriotism, I have good news to tell you. The office has just received a letter from the National Antarctic Scientific Research Committee and the State Oceanic Administration..." Ling Zhiyuan explained the situation.

Then he said, "Come on, let's go to your lab together. You can demonstrate these experiments to us. If there are no issues, I'll report to the National Antarctic Research Committee and the National Oceanic Administration right away!"

"Hey! Great!" Huang Aiguo also realized that a big opportunity had fallen into his lap. If his research results were adopted by the national Antarctic scientific research station, he would immediately become an authority in that field.

The group hurriedly went downstairs and arrived at Huang Aiguo's laboratory to test his experiments. Huang Aiguo personally took action and skillfully completed one experiment after another. The results of the experiments were as outstanding as he had previously reported.

I have done all the experiments twice. When the results of the final experiment come out, Ling Zhiyuan immediately decided, "I will report to them! Oh, by the way, Aiguo, do I need to inform Ms. Zhou about this? She won't object, will she?"

"I don't think so. Manager Zhou said before that she doesn't deal with domestic matters, as long as it doesn't involve exports."

"It's better to say it in person!" Ling Zhiyuan returned to the office and called Zhou Yalun.

Zhou Yalun naturally did not object, and then reported to Lin Lou. Lin Lou was stunned for a moment. Can such a good thing happen? The project has not been fully successful, and it can already be applied to large national projects?

The next chapter is at five o'clock.
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Since Zhou Yalun did not object, the next thing becomes much easier. Ling Zhiyuan immediately called the National Antarctic Research Committee to report this good news to them.

"The most important building materials for the Antarctic research station are cement and steel. Now that the issue with cement has been quickly resolved, the leaders are very happy. They immediately arranged for the samples to be sent over for testing and to receive the leaders' consultation."

”Are you saying that we can continue construction normally even in -20 degree weather by adding a small amount of antifreeze?“ The leader of the National Antarctic Survey Committee couldn't hide his excitement. If that's the case, the biggest problem is solved. As long as cement can be used normally in the extreme low-temperature environment of Antarctica, the other problems should be solvable.

"Yes, we have conducted multiple experiments, and the results have proven that this performance is very reliable and can withstand scrutiny!" Huang Aiguo was a little nervous.

"And it can resist salt corrosion? In that case, can it also be used in the construction of ports and coastal breakwaters?" A leader from the State Oceanic Administration asked, as their department is also facing issues with these two matters. Every year, the decrease in cement performance due to seawater corrosion causes significant losses to coastal projects such as ports and coastal breakwaters.

"Not only that, this type of cement sets faster and has higher strength compared to regular cement! It can also be used in emergency rescue operations," Ling Zhiyuan added, "If the future Antarctic scientific research station needs emergency repairs on buildings, or if ports and breakwaters need urgent repairs, this type of cement will come in handy."

Actually, not only in these areas, but also in other areas such as emergency repair of roads and bridges, urgent repairs in factories, etc., are also very suitable for this type of cement, especially for roads and bridges. Other buildings may be delayed for a day or two without much impact, but if there is a problem on the main traffic artery, it must be repaired as soon as possible, and time must be counted by minutes.

In the past, just waiting for the cement to dry would waste a lot of time. But once this kind of cement is available, the drying time can be shortened several times. Even if it is more expensive, relevant departments will rush to get it. After all, clearing the road a few hours earlier can recover more economic losses than the cost of this cement.

Several leaders and relevant experts carefully analyzed the test data and finally concluded, "Apart from some minor flaws in rebar corrosion, most of the data can basically meet our requirements, and even some of the data are better than we expected. Even the small defects are acceptable."

"So, next, we can start performing more rigorous experimental simulations based on the actual conditions in Antarctica! If the experimental results turn out well, and if no other research institutions come up with better cement, our country's first Antarctic scientific research station will be built using this type of cement!" the leader concluded.

Finally, he asked, "Are there any other questions on your end? Can you guarantee to provide sufficient cement on time for our Antarctic research station to use?"

Has it passed? Huang Aiguo suppressed his excitement and reported, "Currently, we are conducting research on large-scale industrial production. The research process is relatively smooth, so we should be able to solve this problem before the end of this year! According to the timeline you previously sent us in the official letter, our country will not go to Antarctica until next year. There is definitely enough time!"

Ling Zhiyuan added, "You just said that our country's first Antarctic research station will not be too large in scale, so the amount of cement needed will not be too much. Even if the research progress is a bit slow, we can still produce a small batch first, which will definitely not delay national affairs!"

"The scale of the first Antarctic research station may not be large, but our country will definitely not only build this one research station in Antarctica. In the future, there will be more research stations! Moreover, the application of this kind of cement is very extensive. It can be used not only in the construction of Antarctic research stations, but also in other fields. Therefore, it is better to achieve large-scale industrial production sooner rather than later!" reminded the leader of the National Antarctic Research Commission.

The leader of the neighboring country's marine bureau also nodded in agreement, "Yes, the cold regions in the northeast, northwest, and high plateaus definitely need urgent repairs for roads, bridges, factories, etc. Just based on this, China Railway, China Construction, and the military will also have significant needs! Also, don't forget about our department."

"I will contact the unit responsible for the construction of the port and breakwater, and have them come to your place to take some samples for testing. If the feedback is good, we will make a large purchase. Alternatively, we can also collaborate with a nearby cement plant to produce using your technology."

Perhaps feeling a bit awkward about directly taking credit for someone else's achievement, the leader from the Oceanic Administration added, "By the way, do you still have sufficient funds now? Is there any equipment that you need? We can also provide some support in this area."

Upon hearing this, the several experts responsible for reviewing the proposal all laughed. Who doesn't lack funding these days? Haven't we seen how many projects have been halted in recent years?

At the same time, they also feel envious. This time, the Tsinghua University Institute of Architectural Materials Research has really struck it lucky by collaborating with the National Marine Bureau, a major department with ample funding. Even a slight leakage of funds from them will be enough to sustain you. Using their funds to purchase some equipment, the future research will be much smoother.

"The funding is not really lacking. We still have $50,000 unused right now! It should be enough to support until the large-scale industrial production ends! Even if it's not enough, they will provide us with timely supplements." Before Ling Zhiyuan could respond, Huang Aiguo blurted out.

Look, I told you that you must be lacking...huh? What's going on? Several experts thought they misheard and took a while to react. Someone quickly asked, "I remember that Tsinghua's funding is not abundant, right? How can they give you so much? Is it in US dollars?"

"Comrade Xiaohuang, although the Antarctic scientific expedition is a key national task, Tsinghua University also shoulders heavy responsibilities. Don't let our project affect the research progress of other projects, okay?" The leaders of the National Antarctic Research Committee thought that Tsinghua had diverted all the funds from other projects.

"Yeah, we also have a budget for developing anti-seawater corrosion building materials in our bureau. Sending it to you is not a violation of regulations, so don't be polite with me!" The leader of the Oceanic Administration said, feeling puzzled. He had encountered many research institutions crying for money as soon as they met him, but this was the first time he had encountered one that didn't want any money.

"Report to the leader, the funds are actually not provided by Tsinghua University. Our unit is a bit special. This project is a joint research and development collaboration with a company in Hong Kong. They provide the funds, and we are responsible for implementation. However, this is limited to individual projects. Other projects still require funding, such as in the area of corrosion-resistant steel materials, where we have accumulated some expertise but now lack funding."

Ling Zhiyuan said pitifully, "What a great opportunity, Lao Huang, why do you talk so fast? You should ask them for the funding first. Even if you don't need it in the end, you can give it to other research groups!"

"Steel materials that can withstand low temperatures and corrosion are also what we need. If you have any results, you can show them to us. If they meet the requirements, we can consider providing some additional funding for you!"

What a joke. We are willing to pay now because we have seen results. You are asking for money without anything to show. There are so many research institutions across the country. If everyone asked for money, there wouldn't be enough money to go around. Furthermore, in the field of steel research, you are still a bit behind compared to the Metallurgical Institute, aren't you?

Oh, I knew it! It's always easy to get support when you're already successful, but where is the help when you're struggling? That's just the way scientific research works. The more results you have, the easier it is to secure funding. But for researchers without significant results, getting funding is incredibly difficult.

Ling Zhiyuan smiled awkwardly. In fact, he usually handled the budget of the department in a similar way. "Alright, I will go back and urge them to produce results as soon as possible!"

“What’s the deal with your collaboration with the Fragrant River Company? How much funding did they provide you? Since you’re not responsible for production, what benefit do they get from the results you produce? Those experts are more interested in this matter, and they also need funding. If they figure this out, they might even be able to get some funding from the Fragrant River Company.”

"The first payment was $100,000, and I used it to buy equipment and materials to produce this kind of cement in the laboratory! Then they gave me a second payment of $100,000 to conduct research on large-scale industrial production technology, and now I've spent half of it!" answered Huang Aiguo honestly.

"So much money? It's almost as much as the budget for my laboratory for a year!" Several experts are really envious. If you give me that much funding, I think I could achieve the same results too!"

"You haven't said yet, what are they after? Taking back the cement factory in Hong Kong? I don't think there are many cement factories over there in Hong Kong, right?" The experts continued to ask.

"This was not mentioned. When we signed the contract, they said we could use the experimental results for publication, but the final patent would belong to them. But the domestic Patent Law has not been implemented yet! Usually, we just hand over the things we produce directly to the factories. I really don't understand what use they have for it." Ling Zhiyuan introduced.

Patents? Several old experts also looked at each other, as in their concept, such a thing does not exist! In the past, they were arranged by their superiors to conduct research, and the results were directly used by relevant companies, without realizing that these achievements could be monetized.

"Foreign countries do pay a lot of attention to patents, but low-cost bulk materials like cement may not be suitable for export, right?" asked a somewhat knowledgeable expert.

The issue Ling Zhiyuan and Huang Aiguo are even more unable to answer. Indeed, cement is a material with high consumption but low unit price. Generally, if the transportation distance exceeds 500 kilometers, it's not profitable to transport cement, so exporting it is not very possible. Currently, only a few enterprises in Guangdong and Guangxi export small quantities of cement to Hong Kong and Macau.

However, with the development of China's cement industry in the future, as well as the impact of factors such as deindustrialization and environmentalism in Europe and the United States, China has rapidly become a major exporter of cement. Cement production enterprises represented by Huaxin and Conch have exported a large amount of cement to foreign countries, reaching a peak of 36.12 million tons in 2006.

However, with the impact of the country's cancellation of the cement export tax rebate policy, the sluggish European and American construction market, the shrinking cement export market, and the increasing importance of environmental protection in China, it has become a cement importing country in 2018. The total import of cement and clinker in 2018 was 13.63 million tons, higher than the total export of 4.59 million tons.

Vietnam has replaced China as the new major exporter of cement. In 2018, Vietnam's cement production increased to 97.02 million tons, with exports rising by 56% to 32.09 million tons, making Vietnam the world's largest cement exporter.

These leaders and experts did not understand, but Lin has a clear understanding of the future development trends. The profit margin of special cement is much higher than conventional cement, and this business will continue to be profitable for a long time in the future.

Once the technology for large-scale industrial production is sorted out by Huang Aiguo, we can have Chen Dejiang or Lin Sheng find a suitable location to set up a cement plant specifically for the production and export of cement.

This matter is still a bit far off. Linlou's current focus is on the design issues of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center. After evaluating the proposals of Li Qingxi and others, Linlou began to plan and design this complex of buildings according to his own ideas.

This job has been ongoing until the arrival of the summer vacation. While students from other departments are preparing for the harsh reality of job allocation upon graduation, students from the architecture department, due to its special five-year program, do not need to face this experience for the time being.

So, as usual, Su Zhongming and the others continue to stay in the capital to work part-time and make money, while Wen Xuansi, Zheng Weiming, and others plan to rely on the documents arranged by Qi Baocheng to go to other cities for inspiration.

Although Su Zhongming and others are working just as hard, perhaps because of this difference, they may experience disparities in their future achievements.

Just like what Academician He Jingtang, the architect who designed the Chinese Pavilion at the World Expo, said in his speech, architects must observe more. If you get inspired when seeing a building and capture that inspiration to create excellent work, then you are a successful architect.

Wen Xuan Si, Zheng Weiming and other classmates with relatively good family background can travel around and gather experiences at the age when their learning abilities are at their peak. This will definitely have a certain promoting effect on their future. However, due to family reasons, Su Zhongming and others have shortened this process. In similar situations, their paths will undoubtedly be more difficult.

This is the impact of one's background on architects. If Academician Guan hadn't seen so many foreign architectural albums when he was young, perhaps he wouldn't have achieved what he has today; and if Zaha hadn't been born into a middle-class family in Iraq, she wouldn't have had the opportunity to study in the UK for sure.

Of course, we cannot completely determine their future prospects just because of this difference. After all, their paths are still long, and it is not impossible to catch up and surpass if they encounter the right opportunities.

Thank you for the 500 tip on Lin Tai.
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"Did you just stay in Beijing for the whole summer?" Unlike other students who are about to welcome their senior year, Yu Bingbing doesn't feel very nervous. With her academic performance and family background, she doesn't have to worry about placement issues. In this respect, the current university is not absolutely fair.

"I will be going to Japan soon to meet Mr. Kurokawa Noriaki, and discuss the planning and design of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center. Then I will visit Uluudi to check on the recent construction progress, and on my way back, I will visit home for a couple of weeks. The rest of the time will be spent in Beijing!"

"After all, there are regular meetings for the Asian Games, and after communicating with Mr. Kurokawa, the design work for the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center will continue to be advanced. If there is time, I will go out for sketching!"

"If I don't have anything going on, I'll come to visit you often! Let me know in advance if you plan to go there for sketching!" The experience of going to Suzhou to sketch together left Yu Bingbing with quite pleasant memories. It seems she wants to experience it again.

During the sketching trip, Lin naturally did not refuse the opportunity to be accompanied by a beauty. He agreed readily and temporarily put aside his work to go out with her. They walked around, watched a movie, had a meal at Maxim's restaurant, and attended a performance by Cui Jian.

A few days later, Lin Qiao returned from the United States, bringing back the computers and other equipment purchased for Tsinghua University. He received a warm welcome from the school. Due to Lin Qiao's instructions, the school did not make a big deal out of the matter, just arranging for the school newspaper's reporters to keep the records.

The two parties formally signed the donation agreement. After the university president and Lin Qiao signed their names, they clasped their hands together. The campus newspaper reporter quickly took a photo, capturing this memorable moment.

This should be the largest private donation received by a university after the founding of the People's Republic of China. However, if we include the donations before the founding of the country, it would not be enough. Not to mention, Mr. Chen Jiageng's donations to Jimei University are likely more than just this.

"Haha, Lao Tang, this is the talent cultivated by your computer science department! Oh my, now we owe a big favor to your computer science department!" joked the professors with Professor Tang.

"It's okay to owe me a favor. When you apply for funding next semester, just give in a little to me." Professor Tang's face is beaming now; his student has made progress, and he feels proud and happy.

"No, we can't do that. Even if it means waiting for the students in our department to become successful and donate a building to our school, allowing your computer science department to use it. We can compromise on everything else, but the funding issue must not be compromised."

"Haha, you two are great. One teaches computer science, the other works in electronics—both are lucrative professions. As for me, teaching Chinese, even if my students become successful, I probably won't be able to donate a building. But it's okay, I have less funding to use, and in the future, when my students become famous writers, they can write some kind words about your computer science department in their books," joked a professor from the Chinese department beside them.

The signing finished and the equipment transfer began. Hundreds of computers and other devices had been transported to the auditorium and were now placed on the stage. The university president held Lin Qiao's hand and walked to the front, allowing the journalists to take some photos.

Then Lin Qiao started to read the equipment list. As the professors in the audience heard the names of these equipment, their eyes began to light up one by one. These were the equipment they had been eagerly anticipating but did not have the money to purchase. Now they would soon be able to use them, so how could they not feel happy!

"This is really great! The computer lab in our department is making progress again! Those old PDP-11 computers can't keep up anymore!"

"Wow, that's not what you said the other day. You almost fought with me just to get a little more time. What, you have a new wife now so you don't care about your old flame anymore?"

"Is this something for the daughter-in-law to take care of? For Lao Jiao, computers are much more precious than daughters-in-law!"

"Oh, don't let Old Jiao's wife hear that, otherwise Old Jiao won't be able to come home tonight!" The audience burst into laughter. With these new devices, so much can be done. I've been wanting to do experiments before, but couldn't because of the outdated equipment. Finally, I have the ability to do so.

Previously, issues that required a lot of time and effort can now be easily solved with the help of computers. This will definitely boost research progress and project development significantly!

"Lin Qiao, I really have to thank you this time!" So after the photo was taken, a large group of professors rushed up and shook hands with Lin Qiao to express their heartfelt gratitude.

Some students who came to help looked at Lin Qiao with envy, saying, "I wish I could have such a good time. It's so exciting to shake hands and thank so many professors together."

"Then you should also work hard and try to make big money after graduation, so that you can come back to our alma mater and show off!"

"We should not only thank these professors in Linqiao, but also thank others! Giving out so many 300-yuan first-class scholarships, I feel like I also have a chance to win one! Although these equipment are very helpful to students, scholarships are more direct."

"I won't know the results until I come back after summer vacation. I'm afraid I can only get a second-class prize! But the second-class scholarship is also quite a lot, 200 RMB! If I get it, I'll treat you guys to a meal! There'll be plenty of meat by then!" When it comes to scholarships, everyone starts fantasizing about the good things.

As long as you can get the scholarship, it's almost equivalent to doubling your annual allowance, and it's all in cash. How should we spend so much money? For most students in the 1980s, even the lowest third-class scholarship of 100 yuan was a huge sum of money that was difficult to come by in the past.

Although they receive a subsidy of twenty to thirty dollars every month, a large part of this subsidy is in the form of meal and grain coupons, with only a few dollars in cash.

Just then, not far away, the school principal also mentioned the matter of scholarships to Lin Qiao, "Xiao Lin, you're not in a hurry to leave, are you? If you have time, you could join us in selecting the scholarships tomorrow. After all, this is the first time, and it would be better with you here."

So the next day, the Lin brothers, Lin Qiao and Lin Lou, also participated in this year's scholarship review meeting, and began reviewing the lists submitted by various departments with the members of the scholarship review committee.

According to the standards, the evaluation of scholarships mainly focuses on grades and performance in daily life. Grades are a basic requirement for students, while daily performance can be divided into several categories, including merits other than academic performance, such as making certain achievements in scientific research and excellently assisting teachers in managing students.

"Oh, Lin Lou, you are the first one on the list submitted by the Department of Architecture! Your academic achievements speak for themselves, and this semester you even participated in the bidding work for the Asian Games, and confirmed the joint design project with Mr. Hei Chuanji. You are not only the most outstanding student in your department this semester but also in the whole school!" The judge didn't even need to use a single word or phrase.

"I'd better not! My brother established the scholarship, so I should avoid any suspicion and prevent it from affecting the fairness of the award!" Lin Lou quickly declined, thinking, "I can't use my own money to give myself a scholarship, what kind of situation is this?"

"You not taking this scholarship would be what affects fairness, right? If an outstanding student like you doesn't take it, how can others have the nerve to accept it? If you're concerned, when we vote later, you and your brother can abstain. Anyway, with the majority of the judges supporting it, we should be able to pass it."

The Lin Building still insists, "If it were any other scholarship, I would definitely not give up. But this one, I'll pass."

After arguing for a few moments, the university president suggested, "According to the evaluation regulations, if a student has been awarded the national scholarship or other major awards, they will not be eligible for this scholarship. It's certain that Xiao Lou will be awarded the national scholarship this year, so we won't give him this scholarship!"

The reason is indeed irresistible, so everyone passed it together, and then continued to review the other nominated lists. There are more than 600 scholarship positions in total, so it is naturally impossible to discuss each one. Therefore, everyone looked through the materials separately. Unless there were individual controversial candidates, it would only require the agreement of three judges.

Lin Lou and Lin Qiao also received a stack of materials. These materials contain the candidates' grades and rankings for this semester, as well as information on their contributions during this semester. Basically, a glance is enough to determine whether to give it to them or not.

"Wow, this Wang Xi's grades are really outstanding. In this semester, he took a total of eight exam courses, and he got full marks in six of them, and scored above 95 in the remaining two! He definitely deserves the first prize!" Linlou spotted a familiar name on the list of the Department of Engineering Physics.

This is quite an impressive individual, who graduated from Tsinghua University and went on to pursue a master's degree in materials physics at the Shanghai Institute of Ceramics, Chinese Academy of Sciences. They have worked at this institution for over ten years, making outstanding contributions to the research and development of energy-laden particle beam and solid-state interaction physics phenomena, advanced electronic materials, functional thin film materials, and surface engineering.

And due to these contributions, he has repeatedly won numerous awards, including the first prize of Shanghai Science and Technology Progress, the first prize of National Science and Technology Progress, the Outstanding Scientific and Technological Achievement Award of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and so on.

He has served as the director of the National Key Laboratory of Ion Beam, the leader of the "High-end Silicon-based SOI Material" preparation research project, and was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 2009.

And not only does he have outstanding talent in the field of scientific research, but he is also equally so in other fields. He has participated in the establishment of Shanghai New Pride Technology Co., Ltd. and serves as the chairman of the board in the business field.

Afterwards, he entered the political arena, serving as the director of the Shanghai Institute of Microsystem and Information Technology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the president of the Shanghai Advanced Research Institute, and later as the vice minister and party member of the Ministry of Science and Technology, as well as the vice chairman of the China Association for Science and Technology. By the time Lin Lou made the crossover, he had already become a high-ranking official in a certain province.

I never thought that one day I would be giving scholarships to future academicians and high-ranking officials! It will be a good story to tell in the future! Lin Lou muttered contentedly to herself.

However, he is currently awarding scholarships to students at Tsinghua University, so it's not surprising to see such talent. This was once again proven when reviewing the final list.

In the list of first prize winners in the computer department, he saw another academician, whose reputation was even greater than the previous one. He is known as the "Father of China's National Network Firewall," Academician Fang Binxing. In the early years, there were constant criticisms of this academician and his work "On Network Space Sovereignty" online. However, gradually, people's opinions began to change as they observed the actions of American Internet companies.

In addition, there are several historical figures who have made outstanding contributions and gained great reputation in the fields of technology, politics, culture, and economy! It almost makes me want to personally award them scholarships at the Lin building, take some photos to leave behind, and in a few years, there will be plenty of celebrity anecdotes!

As long as I can keep this scholarship, in another ten or twenty years, it will be like "everyone under the sky recognizes me." No matter where I go, there will be big shots who have received this scholarship. It really makes me look forward to it.

By then, even if I compete with foreign architects, I won't lose out! When I went to the bid evaluation site, I found that among the members of the expert panel, there were some who had received scholarships from me! Among the local government evaluators, there were also some who had received scholarships from me. Do they still have the nerve not to award the project to me?

Hmm, I kind of understand why so many people like to play Three Kingdoms games now. Collecting famous figures is really interesting! Ah, it's just a bit regretful that I came to Tsinghua University late. If I had come earlier, I could have given scholarships to that person, that person, and that other person this year... Ahem, I shouldn't think about this, it'll lead to disappointment!

But come to think of it, if I still have to rely on this to win projects in 20 years, then that would be a failure, wouldn't it? If by then Linlou hasn't become a world-renowned master architect, then his rebirth would truly be in vain.

After the scholarship evaluation, Lin Qiao returned to Nanjiang City with Lin Lou, and stayed in his hometown for a few days to accompany his family. He discussed the future plans of Autodesk and Cisco with Lin Lou, and then hurried back to the United States.

Erlin Building also returned to Beijing and, together with Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping, and others, finalized the planning and design draft of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center. They then flew to Tokyo, Japan to prepare for discussions with Kichi Mikawa.

"You said that we have done so many projects, and even participated in international top architecture design competitions such as the Venice Architecture Biennale. This time, it's just for discussing proposals, why do I still feel a little nervous now?" When Li Qingxi got off the plane, his expression was noticeably different.

"Is this the same as working with Kisho Kurokawa? Can anyone match the architects we've met before?" Hu Zhongping understood his thoughts. Any architect working with a master like Kisho Kurokawa would feel nervous, right?

However, Linlou seems to be an exception, looking as calm as ever! It seems this time he is not going to see a master, but an ordinary architect.
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Li Qingxi just wanted to ask something, but then he thought about it and understood. When he first entered his freshman year of college, he found a lot of faults with I. M. Pei. In terms of position in the architecture field, I. M. Pei is much stronger than Kisho Kurokawa. He didn't care about Kisho Kurokawa when he first entered university, so why would he be worried now?

Hey, now there's something interesting to see. I wonder if Xiao Lou, when he sees Kisho Kurokawa's design, will pick out a bunch of flaws just like he did when he saw the design plans for the Xiangshan Hotel.

The plane landed at Tokyo Haneda International Airport. After completing the procedures and coming out, I saw my senior sister from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, Zhou Yanmin, who I followed last time to leave with Kisho Kurokawa, waiting at the exit. There was also a chubby-faced man in his twenties with medium-length hair standing there, holding a sign with the name "Lin Lou" to welcome me.

"Oops, it's really embarrassing to trouble you, senior sister, to come and meet me. And who is this gentleman?" Lin stepped forward to greet, and seeing that the man seemed a bit confused, he repeated his self-introduction in English, so the other person could understand clearly this time.

"Hello, Mr. Lin, I am SHIGERU BAN from Kishizaki Architecture Firm. Welcome to Tokyo!" The young man gave a 90-degree bow before shaking hands with Mr. Lin.

Oh, no wonder it looks familiar, it turns out to be Shigeru Ban. He also won the Pritzker Prize in the future, and now he has just graduated from the Cooper Union School of Architecture and is studying at Kazuyo Sejima's architecture firm.

Lin Lou's impression of him is still very good. Ban Mao likes to use some unconventional methods to design buildings. He once used Chinese bamboo weaving techniques to design the new building of the Pompidou Center in France, standing out from 153 other competitors. During the Great Hanshin Earthquake in Japan, he built a paper tube church for the displaced victims in just one day. He also proposed the idea of using fax paper tube cores instead of steel bars and cement.

However, Linlou's fondness for him stems more from the fact that during the Wenchuan earthquake in 2008, Ban Mao had participated in international post-disaster reconstruction efforts and provided a lot of assistance to China.

"Mr. Sakizaki was delighted to hear that you were coming, so he sent Mr. Sakamori to welcome you. Mr. Sakizaki and Mr. Kurokawa have prepared a welcome banquet for you. After a rest at the hotel, we will have the meal together," Miss Zhou introduced, looking at Linlou with envy in her eyes. She did not receive such treatment when she arrived.

After leaving the airport and entering the city, the streets were filled with the flashy scenery of 1980s Tokyo. At that time, the Plaza Accord had not been signed, and it was the period when the Japanese economy was developing at the fastest pace. Pedestrians hurried along the streets, dressed luxuriously with confident smiles on their faces. Who could have imagined that just two years later, all of this would be shattered?

Hirokawa Norio arranged their hotel at the Tokyo Imperial Hotel, which is excellently located just one minute from Hibiya Subway Station. It takes only 5 minutes to walk to Ginza and Marunouchi, where there are many famous shops. It is also very convenient for sightseeing in Asakusa, Akihabara, and the newly built Tokyo Disneyland.

However, for architects, the most worthy aspect of attention to this hotel is not these, but the fact that one of the four masters of modernism, Frank Lloyd Wright, has also designed for this hotel. Before the Roppongi Prince Hotel designed by Kisho Kurokawa was completed, there is really no better choice than here to entertain architects.

Lin Lou is going to stay in Tokyo for several more days, so he didn't rush to visit and appreciate Wright's work immediately. Instead, he went to the room to rest for a while, and then attended a dinner prepared by Kisho Kurokawa with Shimao and Zhou Xue.

In addition to Kisho Kurokawa and Arata Isozaki, who are participating in this dinner party, there are also two prominent architects, Kazuo Shinohara and Kiyonori Kikutake, who are both members of the "Metabolism" movement alongside Kurokawa. Also present is Kazuo Shinohara, who is assisting Fumihiko Maki, and Teijin Ishii, who, like Toyo Ito, can only serve them tea and water in such occasions.

Jizaki Xin, Zhen Wenyi, Ito Takao, Saka Shigeo, and Imajima Kazuyo... it's unbelievable that five Pritzker Prize winners have crowded into this small restaurant. This must be captured on camera!

Lin Lou, Hei Chuan Kizuki, and others didn't immediately start discussing the design of the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center. Instead, they enjoyed some sake and shared their views on architecture. Despite their different design concepts, they could understand each other's ideas and had a relatively pleasant conversation. Meanwhile, most of the time, people like Sakamoto, Mei Island, and Lee Kyung-Hee could only listen.

After eating and drinking their fill, everyone discussed the plan for the next few days. Kichiro Kurokawa suggested, "Lin, I think this is your first time in Tokyo, right? Since you've come all this way, there's no need to rush into work. I'll have someone show you around Tokyo tomorrow, and we can talk about the project the day after."

The forest building itself is worth visiting. There are many masterpieces in Tokyo. He himself has been here many times in future generations. However, Li Qingxi and others are indeed visiting Tokyo for the first time, so it's a good opportunity to take them to broaden their horizons.

Returning to the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo with a slight tipsy feeling, they rested for the night. The next morning, Zhou Xuejie and Sakashige came to pick them up in their respective cars. "Xiaolou, where do you want to go?"

"Let's visit according to the lineage of Japanese architects. We don't need to drive to the first stop. Let's walk to Marunouchi and take a look at the Marunouchi commercial district designed by Mr. Josiah Conder!"

Since the incident of Commodore Perry's Black Ships, Western colonialists quickly spread industrial civilization to Japan, and modern architectural studies were no exception. Different from the academic schools of Europe and America, the influence of traditional craftsmanship culture is apparent in the lineage of Japanese architects, leading to a relatively clear and distinct mentor-disciple relationship.

The most influential among the first group of Western architects to arrive in Japan was Josiah Conder. Conder studied at the University of London and later worked at the architectural firm of William Burges, then known as the authority of Gothic architecture. In 1877, during the 10th year of the Meiji era, Conder was hired by the Japanese government and came to Japan at the age of 24.

While teaching at the Imperial University of Engineering (now the Department of Architecture at the University of Tokyo), Kendall was also affiliated with the former Ministry of Engineering, and was involved in the design of various government-related facilities such as museums and the Shosoin Hall in Ueno. Afterwards, he independently designed the Tokyo St. Nicholas Church, Yamate Church in Yokohama, the Mitsui Guest House (now the Mitsui Club in Azabu), the Shoresha Tadashige Residence (now Seisen University), and the Koga Toranosuke Residence (now Koga Garden), among others. Additionally, he also participated in the design of many buildings related to the Iwasaki family and Mitsubishi.

It was him who turned the desolate area of Marunouchi in Tokyo into a modern commercial district, laying the foundation for the development of Greater Tokyo Area.

"Lin is also very familiar with the history of Japanese architecture! Speaking of which, Lin, just like Mr. Kendall, is a rare young talent in the architecture world!" Shigeru said somewhat enviously. Kendall designed a large number of works at the age of 24, and the person in front of them won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale at the age of twenty.

And now, at the age of twenty-seven, he is still working as an assistant, unsure of when he will be able to start designing his own projects like those two young and famous architects.

After visiting the architectural works near Marunouchi and taking some photos, as well as making some hand-drawn sketches, they moved on to the next stop, the headquarters of the Bank of Japan.

Kenzo Tange, Arata Isozaki, and Tadao Ando are all excellent architects nurtured by Kendo, with Kenzo Tange being the most well-known.

During the active period of Chinno Kinji, it was a time of collision between Japanese native culture and Western culture, with a constant influx of new things, and a vibrant stage in society, the so-called "Taisho Romanticism." Those who have seen "Clouds Over the Hill" probably understand this, and in "Shaanxi Pit," Niji Mao also has classic descriptions of the "Taisho Romanticism" period.

Chino Kinji later became the head of the engineering department at the University of Tokyo, and can be considered the founder of the "University of Tokyo School" that later dominated the architectural world. The main headquarters of the Bank of Japan is his most outstanding work.

This solid building stands out among the modernist skyscrapers of the financial district, showcasing classical elements from various periods: geometrically pure gables, magnificent Corinthian columns, Florentine domes, and Baroque pursuit of freedom through dynamic arched corners. It is a thoroughly Western-inspired architecture.

However, not far away at Tokyo Station, you can see that the architectural concept of Kingo Tatsuno has gradually evolved. Tokyo Station is much lighter and more lively than the Bank of Japan, and it can be seen that in his later years, Kingo Tatsuno gradually liberated himself from the style of Western classicism, and began to pursue more interesting and freer expressions, to the extent that you can even see ***-style small spires on the facade.

Apart from Frank Lloyd Wright, two other Western architects had a significant influence on the Japanese architectural scene. Wright designed the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo, while Le Corbusier from France was another influential figure.

Wright acquired three disciples including Endo Shin when he was designing the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo, and later brought them back to his own studio in the United States.

Formerly a graduate from the engineering department of the University of Tokyo, Kunio Maekawa was deeply attracted to Le Corbusier's design philosophy during his student days. He taught himself French and traveled to Paris to work on sketch designs for Le Corbusier. Upon returning to Japan, he began advocating Le Corbusier's architectural ideas, while Kenzo Tange also studied at Ankita's studio and was deeply influenced by him.

Kenzo Tange was a key figure in the history of Japanese architecture, drawing inspiration from the aftermath of World War II. He and his contemporary, Kikutake Kiyonori, emerged as leading figures in the Japanese architectural scene during the country's economic resurgence in the 1960s.

And left behind classic works such as the main venue of the Tokyo Olympic Games, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building, etc., so after visiting the Tokyo Station, Lin and his group also came to the Yoyogi Gymnasium.

The Daiichi-ku Sports Center uses high-tension cable as the main suspension roof structure, creating a large internal space with a sense of tension and agility.

The plan of the swimming pool is like two misaligned crescents, while the plan of the ball sports hall is snail-shaped. The unique design similar to a sea snail brings a huge visual impact to people; in fact, the inspiration for this shape comes from the ancient Japanese "heko-obi" pattern.

The comma pattern originated from the patterns on the bronzes of the Shang Dynasty in China. In Japan, it was originally the divine pattern of the Hachiman Shrine for worshiping martial gods, and later became popular in the samurai society. During the Warring States period, many Japanese feudal lords' family crests had the comma pattern.

This design can be said to be the pinnacle of Kenzo Tange's structural expressionism period, maximizing Tange's outstanding ability to unify materials, function, structure, proportion, and even historical perspective.

The building is by Kenzo Tange and is also a pinnacle in the development of modern architecture in Japan. Japanese modern architecture is even divided into two historical periods before and after this work. At the same time, this building also won Kenzo Tange the Pritzker Prize.

Jigasaki Arata and Kurokawa Noriaki are both students of Kenzo Tange, and they are also representatives of the new generation of Japanese architects. Fujihiko, Kikutake Kiyotada can be considered as architects of the same period as them.

In addition, like most fields in Japan, there is always a distinction between the Kanto and Kansai regions, with the Battle of Sekigahara as the boundary. The architectural industry is naturally no exception.

Shortly after Kendall's death, the "Japan Architects Association" and the "Kansai Architects Association" were established in Tokyo and Osaka, respectively. With Guanyuan as the boundary, the cultural forces of Kanto and Kansai have subtly influenced the lineage and inheritance of Japanese architects.

Kisho Kurokawa and Arata Isozaki can be regarded as representatives of Kanto architects, while Kikutake Kiyonori is a leading figure among the Osaka architects. Tadao Ando is considered a maverick in the architectural world, entirely self-taught, with no formal training. Nevertheless, he is still included in the ranks of Kansai architects in some cases.

Accompanying them to visit is Ban Mao, a representative of the returning overseas Chinese. Although he has worked in Kizaki's new firm, his architectural concept is clearly different. Instead, it is somewhat similar to Kengo Kuma's, both of them like to use unconventional building materials.

After a large tour in Tokyo and using up a lot of film, many architectural sketches were left behind. When they returned, although Li Qingxi and others looked exhausted, their eyes were full of excitement. Similar to their previous trips to Paris and Venice, this trip to Tokyo also broadened their horizons and brought them great rewards.

The breadth of vision and knowledge is so important for an architect. Perhaps, after this trip, their new architectural designs will be very different from before.

Back at the Tokyo Imperial Hotel, they took the opportunity to explore again while it was still light out. They took many photos and made various sketches of the buildings from different angles before stopping for a meal and some rest.

After waking up and having breakfast, I followed Senior Zhou to the office of Kisho Kurokawa, and the main work of coming to Tokyo was finally about to begin.

"Lin, let's exchange our respective design plans first, and then discuss!" Hei Chuan Kiaki has already had his work hung up in advance.
Chapter 411: Priority

In the original history, when Li Zongze brought the planning proposal to Tokyo to find Kiso Kisho, Kiso Kisho had not started designing yet; Lin Lou was thinking that there might be a few reasons.

Perhaps it is that Kisho Kurokawa looks down on the level of Chinese architects and does not believe that Li Zongze can come up with a high-quality proposal on time, or perhaps it is that they did not agree on the timing and Li Zongze arrived early.

However, at this moment, Linlou has already arranged a meeting time with him. Besides, Linlou's expertise has been internationally recognized in the field of architecture. Although his prestige may not be on par with Kisho Kurokawa at the moment, it should not be underestimated. If he comes over and I am not prepared at all, it wouldn't be very good.

So Kurokawa Noriyuki not only prepared the plan in advance, drew up the planning blueprint, but also had the staff of the office make a model sand table in advance, which is now on the table.

"No problem!," Lin Lou waved his hand and busied himself with Li Qingxi and others, preparing to hang his own drawings on another whiteboard and assemble the model on the table.

The assistants and apprentices of Kurogawa Noriaki's office curiously looked at Linlou and others, but they were muttering in their hearts. It's not common to see such a young chief architect in Japan! Can his work compare to Mr. Kurogawa's? If it is too inferior, they should not lose too badly at that time.

However, at this age, being able to co-design a project with Mr. Hei Chuan is already quite remarkable! Moreover, he had previously garnered the favor of Mr. Ishizaki and won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale. The words spoken at the reception that day have already proved that this young architect from China is no ordinary person.

At least they are much better than us! Just thinking about this makes these assistants and apprentices feel a bit choked up. They are only in their early twenties, but they can collaborate on projects with Mr. Hei Chuan! They all graduated from top Japanese architecture schools and worked under masters like Hei Chuan Kizou, but they still have a long way to go before they can independently complete projects. The difference is really huge.

Even so, Mr. Hei Chuan should still be the main focus of this design, right? No matter how talented he is, architecture design is a profession that heavily relies on experience, and he is still too young.

However, when Lin Lou put up the overall plan on the whiteboard, there was a sudden burst of small exclamations on the scene. Each of the assistants covered their mouths, their faces full of surprise! They had seen Kiso Kurokawa's planning and design proposals before, and they greatly admired his level of presentation. But now, upon seeing Lin Lou's design, they were amazed to find that it was no less inferior to Kiso Kurokawa's.

"Please!" Linlou and Hei Chuan Ji Zhang exchanged pleasantries and admired each other's work, while secretly comparing their own design plans in their minds.

According to the owner's requirements, the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center will be a complex consisting of a hotel, theater, training center, swimming pool, and other ancillary buildings. The site is limited in size, and the types of buildings have already been determined, so at first glance, the planning and design proposals of Linlou and Kisho Kurokawa look somewhat similar.

They placed the most important hotel and theater on the left and right sides facing the street. The space between these two is a square, and the training center is arranged behind the hotel and theater. The swimming pool and the friendship courtyard are located on the two corners to the south, presenting a symmetrical layout of the building on the central axis.

But in terms of details, there are still some differences. For example, in Kisho Kurokawa's design, the entrances of the hotel and the theater are opposite to each other. This has the benefit of allowing people to enter and exit the hotel and theater without being disturbed by street pedestrians. At the same time, it is more convenient for performers and audiences to go from the hotel to the theater.

However, this also creates a problem. In order to leave enough space for a thoroughfare between the two buildings, the hotel and theater cannot design porticos at the entrance. Instead, the lobby has to be incorporated into the main building. This is undoubtedly a small flaw, as a separate lobby would certainly be better for the hotel and theater.

The plan adopted by Linlou is to have the entrance of the hotel and theater facing the street. Although it sacrifices some privacy, the hotel and theater are public buildings, so this sacrifice is not a big deal. The main building is moved slightly backward, leaving space for the podium, which will be used to build a separate lobby.

A skywalk has also been designed on the second floor of the hotel to connect the hotel and the theater. This allows performers and guests staying in the hotel to enter the theater through here without being affected by the lack of corresponding entrances between the two buildings.

At the same time, this corridor can also be seen as a bridge of Sino-Japanese friendship, symbolizing the friendship between China and Japan. Therefore, in terms of design, the Linlou also beautified the corridor.

Taking a look at the architectural design of individual buildings, in the design of the hotel, Kisho Kurokawa still adopted the cylindrical shape, with the exterior walls being made of red bricks. The windows are relatively small and there is a projecting eaves roof resembling a sunshade.

"Xiaolou, isn't the design of this hotel a bit inappropriate?" Li Qingxi quietly reminded, "Don't you think it looks a bit like the gun towers and fortresses from those old anti-Japanese films?"

He almost habitually uttered the phrase "little devils," but fortunately, as he was about to say it, he quickly remembered that they were now in Tokyo, inside the architecture office of Kishikawa Noriaki, and promptly changed his words.

"Yeah, I also think it looks somewhat similar. I'll talk to Mr. Hei Chuan later, this design is definitely not appropriate! Putting up a turret in Beijing would have a very bad impact."

After looking at the layout plan, I went to look at the sand table on the table. Kisho Kurokawa's overall planning and design level is still quite high, but there are some minor flaws in the details, which were the most obvious just now.

Hēi chuān jì zhāng yuánběn duì zìjǐ de fāng'àn hěn yǒu xìn xīn, kě kànle lín lóu de fāng'àn zhīhòu què fāxiàn, rénjiā de shèjì shuǐpíng yīdiǎn er yě bǐ zìjǐ de dī, shènzhì zài mǒu xiē fāngmiàn hái yào bǐ tā de gèng hé lǐ.

For example, he also thought of using a bridge to symbolize the friendship between China and Japan, but his approach was to design a three-story structure with a span of over twenty meters. While it may be visually impressive, the construction costs have increased, and the practical value of such a building is not high.

In comparison, Lin's plan not only has a lower cost, but also has practical value. In terms of appearance, it is simple and elegant, and is not inferior to his at all.

"Is this really a work completed by an architecture student who has not even graduated yet? Why do I feel like it's not inferior to Mr. Kurokawa's work at all?" Assistant architect Saitokuma Naoki whispered to his senior and colleague, Takashi Sonoda.

"Although Lin did not graduate, he has already won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale for Architecture, and also surpassed several of our seniors in the international competition for the Peak Club project in Hong Kong. So we cannot treat him as an ordinary person!" Kenta Sonoda's response was louder, and almost everyone around heard it.

Many young architects graduated from renowned Japanese universities participated in the international architectural design competition for the Victoria Peak Club in Hong Kong. Most of them were attracted by the prestige of Arisaki Arata, hoping to win his favor through the competition and establish themselves in the Japanese architectural industry.

However, unexpectedly, the competition ultimately achieved Lin Lou and Zaha, these two extraordinary young architects, and all their efforts were in vain.

Huh? Is it really okay to praise others so openly in your own architectural firm? Sego Kumanao stared at Sonoda Ken in astonishment.

Since the work produced by the other party is not inferior to the head of our own firm, one should praise the opponent at this time! Otherwise, it will not show that Mr. Kurokawa is not skilled enough, right? Sonoda Kiyoshi looked meaningfully at Seguma Naoki, "Junior, there is still so much more for you to learn in the workplace!"

"Indeed, Lin has much more experience than you guys, and his accomplishments in the field of architecture are beyond comparison with yours! You will need to work even harder in the future!" Kikawa Noriaki also heard their words.

"Hi!" Saito Kuma Naoki, Yurita Ken, and the employees from the other departments in the meeting room all stood up straight and bowed, indicating that they had all firmly taken note of these instructions.

"So, Lin, you should have already made your decision. Let's discuss the plan next! Do you have any thoughts on my proposal, Lin?" Kichiro Kurokawa greeted Lin as he sat down at the conference table and asked.

"Mr. Hei Chuan is a senior, so let Mr. Hei Chuan speak first! He is much older than me, so how can I nitpick at him first?"

Just exchanging polite greetings, Kikuzawa Kiaki looked at the model on the table and said, "From the distribution of the buildings, it seems that I and Mr. Lin have reached a consensus without prior consultation! However, there are still some differences in the treatment of details! Let's not talk about the architectural style for now. Will it be too noisy to set the entrances of the hotel and theater on the street side?"

"The space of the land is limited, it is very difficult to achieve perfection!" In reality, perfect architecture does not exist. Each building will have some problems to some extent, and architects sometimes have to face the dilemma of not being able to have the best of both worlds. The decision ultimately depends on the architect's personal choices.

"The entrance set on the street side will inevitably be affected by pedestrian and vehicular traffic. However, considering the podium, it will not have much impact on the interior of the hotel and theater. Moreover, this approach can increase the scale of the square and provide a better leisure experience for visitors," explained Lin.

Kokusai Kekkonen asked a few more questions, and then it was Lin Lou's turn to ask questions. The first issue pointed out by Lin Lou was the issue of the hotel's architectural style, "Mr. Kokusai, the architectural style of this hotel is quite similar to the fortresses and blockhouses built by the Japanese imperialist aggressors during their invasion of China..."

"I think that the cooperation between China and Japan to build a center for youth friendly exchange is aimed at resolving past grievances and looking towards a better future. The current design may not only fail to achieve this goal, but may even have a counterproductive effect!"

"Um, well..." Kisho Kurokawa suddenly fell into an awkward situation. He was born in 1934, and he had vivid memories of the end of the War of Resistance against Japan. Moreover, the influence of *** was not as significant in the future, so Kisho Kurokawa was really in a difficult position on this fundamental issue.

And Lin Lou is not an architect without any influence internationally. If he doesn't modify it himself, and spreads the word in the international architectural community that he is summoning spirits for Japan, it will be troublesome!

So despite feeling a little embarrassed, Kisho Kurokawa still lowered his head and admitted his mistake, "I am truly sorry for this oversight. I did not consider this at all when designing the plan, which led to this situation. I will revise the design plan for the hotel."

"People always remember the unfairness imposed on them by others, but easily forget the harm they have caused to others. When Mr. Hei Chuan designed this hotel, he didn't think about the artillery forts from the period when the Japanese army invaded China. Perhaps it has a lot to do with Japan's post-war education," Linlou said discontentedly.

If these materials were included in Japanese history textbooks, Kurokawa Norio would not have done this unless he did so deliberately. However, based on his background, it seems unlikely that he had been exposed to this information before.

"I'm truly sorry!" Kisho Kurokawa bowed and apologized again.

Since he had agreed to make modifications, Lin did not want to dwell on the issue, so he moved on to the next question. "Just like me and Mr. Hei, you thought of using a bridge to represent the friendship between China and Japan. However, in my opinion, although the architectural visual impact of this bridge is impressive, its practicality seems to be lacking..."

Lin Lou and Lu Xuxu raised some minor issues, and Hei Chuanji Zhang provided responses. Both of them are excellent architects. Apart from the design of the hotel, the overall plan is not a big issue, so it was quickly resolved.

There is only one piece of land, but there are two plans, so it is necessary to discuss whose plan should be the main one. "Linsang, the overall layout of our two plans for the building is generally similar. The biggest difference lies in the orientation of the hotel and theater entrances, as well as the design of the Sino-Japanese Friendship Bridge. So, we still need to discuss how to modify these two aspects."

As soon as they heard this, Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping and others on the Linlou side, as well as Setokuma Naoki and Sonoda Ken on the side of Kisho Kurokawa, all perked up.

Although this is a joint design between both parties, with each undertaking half of the design tasks after the plan is finalized, it may seem equal. In fact, there is still a primary and secondary division. Whichever party's plan is adopted more will occupy a slightly more prominent position.

"I still think that placing the entrance at the street side and adding a podium would be better. Although Hei Chuan Kiyoaki is older and more experienced than me, I am not willing to back down on this issue."

Hirakawa Kiyoshi was unwilling to compromise easily, so the situation became a bit deadlocked.
Chapter 412 Division of labor

"Mr. Hei Chuan, I think the two proposals we presented don't have a right or wrong, it's just a matter of different choices. Both proposals can meet the requirements of the design brief. I don't know if you agree with this viewpoint," Lin Lou said after a brief deadlock.

"Indeed, that's the case!" Kisho Kurokawa nodded slowly. His proposal retains the privacy of the hotel and theater entrances, but sacrifices the width of the aisle. On the other hand, in Lin's proposal, although the entrances to the hotel and theater are noisier, two more podiums are added, and the public spaces within the building complex are more spacious.

The current situation of the project site cannot satisfy all the demands at the same time, so there must be trade-offs. Their disagreement lies only in the different directions of the trade-offs.

"In my opinion, the entrance of the hotel and theater is not on the main road, and there are not many passing vehicles. Besides, the number of cars in Beijing is much less than in Tokyo! So the problem you are worried about actually does not exist in my design plan," Lin continued, and upon hearing this, Kiso Kurokawa was about to retort.

Without waiting for him to speak, Lin Lou took the lead, saying, "I believe that you will also persist in your own plan. However, we definitely need to give up one of these two plans. Since neither of our teams is willing to compromise, why don't we just find someone else to judge?"

Hei Chuan Kizaki stopped talking. Indeed, it would be difficult for just the two of them to come to a conclusion by discussing here. In this case, they can only seek the judgment of others. "Lin, are you suggesting that we go to Beijing together and have representatives from both your country and my country meet to discuss our plans, and ultimately come to a decision?"

"It can be done this way, but then you will have to make a special trip to Beijing, which would be a waste of time!" In fact, Lin Lou did not want to do this, because if they asked them to be the judges, the Japanese representatives would definitely support Kikawa Noriaki, and the Chinese officials would probably do the same.

Based on their performance when I first met them, it was clear that this group of people didn't understand architecture design. They simply admired the advanced state of Europe, America, and Japan, and always felt that their own abilities could not compare to Kisho Kurokawa. So, in situations where there were differences between their ideas and those of Kurokawa, they instinctively believed that Kurokawa's proposal was better.

In this situation, returning to Beijing with Kisho Kurokawa for their evaluation, the result goes without saying. Besides the need to change the design of the hotel, the overall planning and layout will probably follow Kisho Kurokawa's plan.

So, in order to win in this competition, we definitely cannot let them be the judges. Therefore, Mr. Lin continued, "I believe Mr. Hei Chuan still remembers the situation when they gave us the design task initially. The proposed design plan must go through their approval before entering the next round of design."

"However, you just admitted that both of our teams' proposals can meet the project requirements, so it doesn't matter which one we give to them! In that case, there's no need to make another trip to Beijing, right? Although I really want to take you to see Beijing again and taste the local cuisine, your time is precious, and it would be a waste to make a special trip."

"So, Lin, who do you suggest should be the one to evaluate the proposals for us?" Hei Chuan Kiaki didn't understand the officials' thinking at all. He just instinctively felt that if the two proposals were of similar level, the Chinese officials would definitely support Lin Lou, which would lead to a deadlock.

"I think it's very appropriate to have Mr. Kishizaki, Mr. Makoto, and Mr. Kikutake as judges. Compared to those officials, these architects may find it more difficult to consider the issues from a professional perspective, and the result might be more impartial."

Although their relationship with Kikuzawa Kiji is very good, one slight advantage that the Japanese have over the Koreans is that they still care about saving face from time to time.

"Ah, it was a project jointly organized by China and Japan, but I dare not ask for support from my own side. Instead, I have to seek help from Japanese architects. How can I justify this?"

"Alright, let's do as Lin said!" Kikawa Noriaki waved his hand and called Sakashige over, asking him to arrange a meeting with Kishizaki Shin, Zhen Fujihiko, and Kikutake Kiyonori, inviting them to come to his office tomorrow to review the two proposals together.

"Let's end today's meeting here! Lin, your proposal has indeed inspired me a lot! Especially in the aspect of theater set design and landscaping, it is indeed much better than my proposal!" The dispute temporarily ceased, and the two of them became harmonious again. Hei Chuan praised Lin's proposal without hesitation.

"Over there, Mr. Hei Chuan's plaza and the visual impact of the Sino-Japanese Friendship Bridge are also worth learning from! If it weren't for the fact that the bridge takes up too much space, is too expensive to build, and lacks practicality, I would be tempted to incorporate it into the final plan."

As for the design on his side, the theater was independently completed by himself, while the landscaping was a collaboration between Linlou and Li Qingxi. Li Qingxi has studied the works of foreign landscape design masters, such as Balagan, and has also witnessed many classic Western landscape and garden designs on-site in places like Uru Di, Venice, and Paris.

In addition to his solid accumulation in the field of traditional Chinese gardens and Soviet landscape design, Li Qingxi is now very different from when he first met Linlou more than three years ago!

His horizons have been broadened and his ideas have been reconciled. He is already faintly on the verge of breaking out of his cocoon and becoming a master of garden landscape design in his generation!

Lin Tower also felt quite gratified about this, which indicated that Chinese architects were not any less talented than foreign architects. What they lacked at the moment was merely vision and opportunity. Once their horizons were broadened and after a few more exercises, they would soon be able to produce works that would surprise even architectural masters like Kisho Kurokawa.

In fact, not only Li Qingxi, but also Feng Shaoping, Hu Zhongping, Xu Jiaping, Jin Qiuxiang, and Lin Mita have made significant progress during this time period, far surpassing their peers in the country. Bringing back so many specialized books and taking them out to broaden their horizons from abroad was the right thing to do.

Even the faraway Liang Zhitian in Hong Kong is no exception. Since he visited Venice and Paris, and was influenced by his surroundings, Lin Lou can feel that his work has matured much more than the works of his contemporaries in history.

After returning, while it's still summer vacation, allocate some funds and have them take turns to spend some time visiting and learning in those countries with many classic architectural structures. I believe that this will greatly help improve their abilities.

"I heard that Mr. Lin visited the architectural works of Mr. Kendall, Mr. Wright, Mr. Chen Ye, and Mr. Tanaka yesterday. I wonder what he gained from the experience? After exchanging some business compliments, there was still some time before the meal, so Kisho Kurokawa invited Mr. Lin to his tea room for a chat."

"I have seen the exploration of several generations of Japanese architects in architecture, from the earliest pure Western-style architecture brought by Kendall and Wright, to the exploration of their own architectural concepts by Mr. Tatsuno and Mr. Tange, and now with Mr. Kurokawa and Mr. Isozaki of this generation, Japanese architects have already explored a path different from that of Europe and America, which belongs exclusively to Japan! This is exactly what our Chinese architects need to learn!" Lin Lou said, and then he praised Kenzo Tange's Yoyogi Gymnasium.

Upon hearing Lin sing praises for his teacher, Kurokawa Noriaki was also very happy. He even enthusiastically recounted to him the process of how Kenzo Tange designed this sports arena in the past.

When Kenzo Tange was designing the Yoyogi National Gymnasium, Kisho Kurokawa was studying as his graduate student. He experienced many aspects of the project and even contributed to some processes, so he is especially knowledgeable about these matters.

"Like you said just now, before the Daiichi Takashi Memorial Sumo Arena, most of Japan's modern architecture was mainly imitating Western styles. Even if there were some buildings influenced by Japanese culture, they were either retro or just had a few elements of Japanese culture in modern architecture."

"Teacher Tange's Yoyogi National Gymnasium is the first mature modern architectural work molded with the soul of traditional Japanese culture! The appearance of this work directly divides modern Japanese architecture into two periods!" When it comes to the Yoyogi National Gymnasium, Kisho Kurokawa is very proud.

Kenzo Tange is to the Japanese architectural world what Akira Kurosawa is to the Japanese film industry. Both film and modern architecture have their roots in the West, but Tange and Kurosawa have amazed their Western counterparts with their outstanding talents, showcasing the strength of Japanese artists in Western countries. This is indeed something to be proud of.

However, after Akira Kurosawa, Japan has not produced a film director who can rival his enormous international influence. Hayao Miyazaki is, after all, an animator, and directors like Takeshi Kitano still fall a bit short compared to Kurosawa.

But in the field of architecture, it is different. After Kenzo Tange, there were Arata Isozaki, Kisho Kurokawa, and Fumihiko Maki. After them, there were Tadao Ando and Toyo Ito, and then there were Shigeru Ban, Kazuyo Sejima, and Taira Nishizawa. The talent can be said to be an endless stream. Thinking of this, Linlou really feels a little envious.

Thinking about the changes in Li Qingxi and others over the years, Lin Lou felt quite pleased. As long as he continues to work hard and broaden their horizons, providing them with opportunities to practice, perhaps China will continue to produce many new architectural masters, and he won't have to fight alone.

Wang Shu, Ma Yansong, and other Chinese architects have proven their success internationally, demonstrating that Chinese architects are talented. It is believed that through Linlou's efforts, more talents like Wang Shu and Ma Yansong will emerge.

After lunch, in the afternoon, Hei Chuan led Linlou to personally visit his Zhongyin cabin body building, and introduced to Linlou his thoughts and ideas when designing this building.

During dinner, he took him to a long-standing high-end Japanese restaurant. Ishizaki Arata, Murahiko Fumihiko, and Kikutake Kiyonori also came over for the meal. While eating, they talked animatedly about the dispute between Hayashi and Kurokawa, making jokes and teasing Kurokawa. In their opinion, Kurokawa has many more years of architectural design experience than Hayashi. However, he couldn't make Hayashi yield to his own plan and was criticized for a lot of flaws, so he already lost.

The next morning, Jisaki Shin, Zhen Fumihiko, and Kikutake Kiyonori came to Kikawa Noriaki's architectural firm to begin reviewing their plans for the bidding.

Lin Lou and Kurokawa Kisho stepped forward one after the other, explaining their design concepts to the three architectural masters, and then awaited their evaluation. The three masters were surprised to find that although Lin Lou was much younger than Kurokawa Kisho and had not been in the architecture industry for as long, his design proposal was very mature and artistic, and was no less inferior to Kurokawa Kisho's.

No wonder Kurokawa Kiaki failed to persuade Linlou to accept his proposal yesterday. The guy's work is really impressive! All three judges silently praised in their hearts.

Oh, this is a bit tricky. Emotionally, they definitely want to support Kisho Kurokawa. But from a professional perspective, the plan proposed by Lin Lou is also quite competent.

If it is ultimately determined that Kisho Kurokawa is the winner, and this news spreads to the international architecture community, will the other architectural masters suspect that they are all teaming up to suppress the younger generation? This reputation doesn't sound good!

After careful consideration, Jizaki Shinsuke spoke up, "Since Mr. Lin mentioned that this road is not a main artery, and Beijing's current car ownership is only this much, I think Mr. Lin's design will indeed not be affected too much."

"And Lin's garden landscape is excellent. I immediately wanted to keep it in the final plan. If we adopt Hei Chuan's plan, the narrow corridor will affect the overall size of the public space, thus disrupting the overall landscape effect," said Kikuzaki Kiyonori.

The aisle between the hotel and the theater is also part of the public space, connecting the plaza and other landscapes. If this area is too narrow, it does affect the overall effect.

Zhen Wenyi supports Kikawa Noriaki, but Kizaki Arata and Kikutake Kiyonori both chose Linlou's plan, so Linlou won the final victory by two to one.

"So, let's make adjustments based on Lin's design! We will quickly come up with the modified plan and submit it to them for review!" Heikawa Kiaki accepted the result.

"The overall planning scheme is based on Lin Sang's plan, but how should each individual building be divided?" Kisho Kurokawa continued to ask, according to the principles, each individual building should be divided evenly among the team. But who will design the hotel, who will design the theater, who will design the swimming pool, and who will be responsible for designing the research center, all of these need to be discussed."

"Mr. Hei Chuan, which buildings do you want to design?" I had already won in the overall planning, so I generously let him choose first in this aspect rather than continue to fight for every inch.
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"I made a mistake in the design of the hotel before, so let me correct this mistake by myself! Please make sure to entrust the hotel design work to me!" said Kisho Kurokawa solemnly.

"I'm looking forward to your work! I'll be in charge of the theater design," Linlou agreed. The two main buildings of the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendly Exchange Center are the hotel and the theater. Since Kichiro Hikawa took the hotel, the theater belongs to himself.

"Haha, the hotel was funded by the Chinese side and designed by Mr. Hei Chuan, while the theater was funded by the Japanese and designed by Mr. Lin. So no matter which building, it is truly a symbol of Sino-Japanese friendship! Such allocation is simply perfect!" said Kikutake Kiyonori beside him, laughing loudly.

Continue the allocation, Lin Lou is responsible for building the research center, and Kicho Kurokawa has taken over the design of the swimming pool. Due to the superior landscaping in Lin Lou's plan, this task has also fallen into his hands. Correspondingly, Kicho Kurokawa got the design work for the Friendship Institute.

In the original history, Mr. Li Zongze was responsible for the construction of hotels funded by China, as well as the garden landscape, while Kisho Kurokawa was in charge of the theater, swimming pool, and training center funded by Japan. It seemed that Kurokawa had a bit more design work compared to Li Zongze. However, now, the tasks of Linlou and Kisho Kurokawa are almost equal, and the importance of both parties is also similar.

Even because the overall planning scheme is roughly modified according to the Linlou plan, his team's contribution to this project is slightly higher than that of Kisho Kurokawa.

"So, starting from tomorrow, we can move on to the next step of the work. We need to make more detailed adjustments, deliberations, and refinements to the arrangement of the construction project, the forms of individual buildings, composition, etc., based on Lin's overall plan. Lin, do you have any questions on your end?" said Kisho Kurokawa.

"No problem!" Linlou shook his head. "Actually, if possible, starting work this afternoon is also not a problem! He also wanted to finish work early and return to the country!"

"Alright, after lunch, let's get to work!" With that, Kisho Kurokawa took them to a nearby place for lunch. After seeing off Shin Kishida, Fumihiko Maki, Kikutake Kiyonori, and others, he returned to his office with Lin Lou to start working.

The overall planning scheme has been basically determined, and only the details need to be adjusted. As for individual buildings, the theater and training center designed by Lin Lou, as well as the swimming pool and friendly hostel designed by Kisho Kurokawa, have been mutually recognized.

So these buildings just need to make detailed adjustments according to the overall plan. The only building that needs to be redesigned is the hotel overseen by Kisho Kurokawa.

Hiroshi Hikawa and Lin Lou selected several assistants who they valued highly and asked them to come up with proposals. They would then conduct their own review and make arrangements for their subordinates to make detailed adjustments to each individual building in order to achieve a unified style for all the buildings in the entire project.

Perhaps considering the relationship with Lin Lou, Kikawa Noriaki also arranged Zhou Xuejie to be involved in this project, which is also a rare opportunity for her to gain valuable experience.

So in the following period of time, Linlou would have breakfast early every morning at the Tokyo Imperial Hotel, and then go to Hirokawa Noriaki's architectural firm with Li Qingxi and others to work with his team.

The experiences of the two teams are different. At the beginning, there were some teething problems, but after adaptation, they gradually became more coordinated. Originally, Hikawa Noriaki's team didn't think much of Li Qingxi and others, feeling that they were just basking in the limelight of Linlou, and their own strength definitely couldn't keep up.

However, as they gradually became familiar, they found that Li Qingxi and others were just as good as them in drawing and conceptual aspects. Even in the use of computer software, they were much better, which made them all admire them.

At the same time, I also feel a sense of urgency. We are graduates of Tongda University. If we are outperformed by architects from China, we will definitely be mocked by architects from other firms when we meet them in the future, won't we?

So they worked even harder, which drove Li Qingxi and others to work even harder. The mutual competition has also formed a good work atmosphere, and has greatly improved each other's abilities.

"Lin, why are your employees so proficient in using CAD software?" Hei Chuan Kiakiang also felt puzzled. This software was developed in the United States just two years ago, and each copy is priced as high as $1,000. He felt a bit distressed after purchasing it. In theory, the income of Chinese architects should be very low. How come they seem to be using it earlier than he did, as if they are more familiar with it than he is?

"In fact, the earliest version of this software was completed by my brother. He is a student in the computer science department at Tsinghua University. I got the idea when I saw him using the computer and wondered if we could use software to help us architects break free from the tedious drawing work. That's how this software came about!" Lin Lou introduced with a smile.

"Afterwards, my brother went to Stanford University in the United States to study. While studying, he continued to improve this software, and then handed it over to Mr. Bei Yuming's architectural firm for trial use, and received praise from Mr. Bei Yuming. Later, he contacted a group of like-minded software practitioners and established Autodesk."

"So that's how it is! No wonder he and his team are more skilled than my employees. When you think about it, they are probably the architects who first started using this software in the world, right?"

"This software is really easy to use. Many repetitive tasks that used to take a lot of time can now be completed with just a few commands! Lin, you and your brother have really helped us architects a lot!" nodded Kishiro Kurokawa.

"So, how popular is this software in Japan?" Linlou asked. In fact, he had already noticed from the report of the Autocad company that the sales in Japan were not doing very well. It was understandable for China due to economic reasons, but Japanese architects were not lacking in funds. Why was the performance so poor?

"Currently, there are still relatively few architectural firms using computer-aided design. After all, people are still accustomed to hand-drawing. Kisho Kurokawa explained that the Japanese tend to be conservative and have a somewhat delayed reaction to new technologies, often using tradition as an excuse to reject these technologies."

However, he and people like Kishizaki Shin have long accepted these, as one cannot become a world-renowned architectural master without learning from others' strengths.

"The new version of CAD software is about to be launched. This version of the software is more powerful, easier to operate, and will significantly improve work efficiency. If Japanese architects continue to refuse, their work efficiency may fall far behind that of European and American architectural designers!"

"Mr. Kurokawa, as a leading figure in the Japanese architectural industry, you should step forward to correct these mistakes," Linlou said earnestly. "After all, Outek company has your shares. Selling more in Japan would also increase your income."

Linlou then proposed that he could use his brother to persuade the Japanese branch of the Autocad company to fund a conference. The conference would invite renowned architects such as Kisho Kurokawa and Arata Isozaki, who had already begun using CAD software, to introduce the benefits of the software and encourage other Japanese architects to adopt computer-aided design technology.

Hirokawa Noriaki considered it for a moment and agreed. Later, Lin Lou went to the Japanese branch of Outek Company, revealing his status as a major shareholder and instructing them to handle the matter.

"Hi, please rest assured that we will take care of this matter! I will arrange for personnel to work on the budget and the plan immediately!" said Satoshi Sasaki, the person in charge of Outek's Japan branch, bowing. "I'm very sorry that our work wasn't done well, and we've troubled you to personally intervene. It's very disrespectful!"

"In terms of expenses, it doesn't have to be entirely covered by us! You can also contact computer vendors and printer companies in Japan. If our software becomes popular in the Japanese construction industry, it will naturally drive the sales of their products! Additionally, with so many companies working together, the impact will certainly be greater, and the scale of the conference will also be larger!"

"The invited architects to attend this conference will be more, which is a great thing for us!" Linlou came up with another idea, different brands jointly holding marketing events, which is also a common practice in the future.

The Otaku company's Japanese branch has just been established not long ago. Their connections in Japan are far less extensive compared to local computer retailers and printer manufacturers. Organizing this event independently would not yield significant results, even with the backing of big names like Kiso Kichijouji. Therefore, finding a local partner would be a better choice.

The director from the headquarters is really impressive! His insight is profound. The employees from the Zasaki branch were greatly impressed and immediately worked overnight to complete the plan. They also sought computer retailers in Japan, as well as printer manufacturers like Fujifilm and Canon, and used the influence of Kisho Kurokawa and Arata Isozaki to persuade them.

Architects are a respected profession in Japan, with high income and influence. Currently, Japan is in a peak period of construction before the bursting of the real estate bubble. There are numerous architectural design firms in Japan, and they have earned abundant profits from years of real estate development, with substantial purchasing power.

So when these partners heard about holding such an event to promote their products to architects across Japan, they readily agreed and several companies joined forces to develop a grand promotional plan.

Even some company representatives suggested that Japanese architects are divided into two factions: Kanto and Kansai. Then, how can one event be enough? We can definitely hold events in both Tokyo and Osaka!

Let's have Mr. Kisho Kurokawa and Mr. Arata Isozaki take the lead in Tokyo, and we can definitely invite Mr. Tadao Ando to lead in Osaka! Our company has collaborated with Mr. Ando before, and I believe he will be interested.

Therefore, Linlou, together with Kisho Kurokawa's team, completed the design plan for the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendship Exchange Center and also helped Ottock Corporation expand into the Japanese market.

With the participation of Kisho Kurokawa, Shin Kishimoto, and several companies collaborating, a grand promotional event was held. Subsequently, they also jointly invested money to hype the news in the media, which quickly spread among Japanese architects.

Japanese people have always respected the strong. When they saw internationally renowned architects such as Kisho Kurokawa and Arata Isozaki praising the CAD software developed by Autodesk, they also gradually changed their original mindset, started buying software, computers, and printers, and began to try using computers for drawing.

Suzuki Toshito and the performance of the Japan branch of the company Ottoke surged suddenly, and then they immediately started the arduous yet joyful work.

Happiness comes from the company's performance growth, their income will also increase accordingly, while pain is when the company's performance improves, they also become busier, delivering goods, providing on-site installation assistance, and later training... These things leave them with almost no time to rest, and they are busy almost every day.

However, this group is full of energetic Showa men, not Heisei otakus. The immense work pressure not only did not defeat them, but they are all full of energy as if they have been injected with chicken blood, working tirelessly every day, eager to earn money for Linlou.

Linlou also had the opportunity to attend an event in Osaka and met with Tadao Ando. He visited Ando's office and had a conversation with him about his architectural philosophy, as well as met his beloved dog, Cubixie.

Then, under his guidance, they visited the Changwu in Ji, along with Li Qingxi and others. Whether it was the application of reinforced concrete or the control of space under extreme conditions, it greatly broadened the horizons of Li Qingxi and others and they felt that they benefited a lot.

On the way back to Tokyo from Osaka, Li Qingxi couldn't help but exclaim, "To achieve such a level through self-study? That's really amazing!"

"Perhaps it's because he hasn't gone through the systematic learning approach of academia that he has such unconventional ideas, right?" Seeing them learning something from Tadao Ando's architecture again, Lin Lou felt gratified.

Shortly after returning to Tokyo, they completed their work and celebrated at an izakaya with two teams. Afterward, Lin Lou and Kurokawa Noriaki brought their drawings and models to Beijing to report to the person in charge of the project.

No matter whether it's the responsible person from Japan or the Chinese officials, they all greatly appreciate the proposal they put forward, and the proposal was quickly approved. They were asked to produce construction drawings as soon as possible, and once they have the drawings, they will arrange for construction to begin as soon as possible in order to complete the project as quickly as possible.

Linlou found some of the remarks uncomfortable. "Mr. Hei Chuan is indeed a world-class architect! This plan is much more impressive than other new buildings in Beijing!" several Chinese officials kept saying.

What are you talking about? Is this plan solely the work of Kisho Kurokawa? My name is also on the blueprint! And when it comes to contributions, I might even have a slightly bigger one than Kisho Kurokawa!
Chapter 414 Construction Support Site

But now is not the time to lose your temper. Your preparations are not yet complete. If you flip the table now, you may not even have the chance to continue with this work. So, Lin will pretend not to have heard it for now.

Accompanied Hēi Chuān Jìzhāng for two days in Beijing, took him to visit some classic buildings he hadn't visited last time, then sent him to the airport, and attended several meetings related to the Asian Games, Lín Lóu is going abroad again.

The last time Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and Hu Zhongping went to Wuludi with Linlou, so this time when they went, they were replaced by Jin Qiuxiang, Lin Mita, and Xu Jiaping. Whether it's enduring hardship or enjoying, it has to be fair, and their different tasks, each person indeed needs to go to the scene to see for better comparison.

"Teacher Li and I went to Japan not long ago. When I return from Urudi this time, I will arrange for you to go to the United States for a period of study and visit! I have already discussed with my brother and Mr. Bei, and they will make arrangements for you once you are in the United States. Oh, and Mr. Jin, your spouse is about to graduate soon, maybe you can also return to the country together!"

Anyway, it's summer vacation now, so it's no big deal for them to go out for ten days or half a month. As for the work at the office, it's not very busy at the moment, and the people who stay behind can handle it.

Haha, going to the United States now? I didn't expect that I would also have the chance to go to the United States! Xu Jiaping feels extremely happy in his heart, once again feeling fortunate for choosing to be under Lin Lou's wing in the beginning. If he hadn't made the right choice, how could there be such good things?

"Well, he will be graduating around this time. By the time we get there, he may have already completed the procedures, and we can have him take us around!" Jin Qiuxiang's face was filled with a happy smile. The tough days had finally passed, without the expenses of studying abroad, the burden on her shoulders had become much lighter.

No, actually, since she started working with Lin Lou, she has not felt as much pressure as before. The salary, bonuses, and commissions Lin Lou provides are basically enough to cover the expenses for her husband in the United States.

When he first went abroad, the couple were still squeezed in a dormitory of less than ten square meters. Now, things have changed. The courtyard in the hutong is almost completed, and it will definitely be comfortable to live in such a big yard. They should hurry up to have a child when he comes back... Thinking about this, the smile on Jin Qiuxiang's face becomes even more radiant.

After several stopovers, the plane finally landed in Uludi, where they were met by Chen Jianbang, the Counsellor of the Chinese Embassy in Uludi. On the Uludi side, Martin Niviyabandi, the protocol secretary of the foreign affairs department, Thade Ndikumana, the senior assistant of the Department of Transportation, Public Works, Equipment, and Land Management, and Perat Niyonguru, the senior assistant of the Department of Culture and Sports, were also sent to the airport to welcome them.

"Mr. Lin, thank you so much. Not only did you design such a beautiful stadium for us, but you also helped us introduce more affordable bicycles! You are truly a great friend to our city of Uludi!" Several representatives from the Uludi government department came forward one by one to shake hands with Mr. Lin, and their attitude was much warmer than before.

Driving along the lush trees and thriving flowers and grass, heading to the capital Luwagaso of Uruydi, there were still many local people riding bicycles to transport goods on the road. They still moved forward by taking advantage of passing vehicles. The only difference is that this time, Linlou saw several 28-bracket bicycles produced in Shandong Province.

The bicycles carrying hundreds of pounds of bananas did not have any problems. The driver of the car had a happy smile on his face, revealing a set of white teeth. It seems that this bicycle has brought him new hope.

"The performance of these bicycles is very good. We have already placed another order in the hope that they can transport more bicycles and accessories over!" said Martin Niveahandi, the protocol secretary of the foreign affairs department of Uruddi, who was riding in the same car as He Linlou, noticed He Linlou's gaze and introduced cheerfully.

After all, the economy in Urudi is too underdeveloped, and the people have extremely low income. Being able to buy enough bicycles at a cheaper price would be a great thing for them.

"The people of Urudi are very hardworking. As long as they have the opportunity, they will definitely be able to live a happy life," Lin Lou's words made Martin Nivea Bandy even happier.

But there are still some things that Lin Lou hasn't mentioned. If these people want to lead a happy life, at least two things must happen. Firstly, they should not have any accidents in such dangerous work. Secondly, European and American countries should not interfere with the development of Uruddy.

Unfortunately, even judging by the most basic common sense, achieving these two points is very difficult. It seems that the people of Ulud can still have a long way to go to live a good life.

Martin, Neyvia Bandi and others took Lin and his group to the embassy, stayed for a while and then left. Before leaving, they invited Lin and his group to attend the reception dinner tomorrow.

"Xiaolou, will we be able to meet the President of Uludi at tomorrow's reception dinner?" Xu Jiaping hurriedly asked as soon as they left. Last time, when Li Qingxi and the others went back, they brought back a photo with the President of Uludi, which made them envious.

"Recently, there hasn't been much going on in Uludi. The last design by the forester won them over, so barring any unexpected events, President Basongjiza will definitely attend the banquet!" Ambassador Shirui Sheng replied with a smile.

He was also very happy to see Lin Lou, because his previous work in Urudi was outstanding. Plus, the Saint Drum Stadium has brought the two countries even closer, so the higher authorities are already considering his job transfer. Perhaps he will be transferred from Urudi to a small country in Europe to serve as an ambassador.

Although the positions are the same in terms of rank, Europe not only has better living conditions, but also offers more job opportunities. If he continues to perform well during his tenure in Europe, he may be promoted to a higher level and be sent to a more important country to serve as an ambassador.

"Since you have been on the plane for so long, you must be very tired. Let's not chat today. Hurry up and eat, rest early after dinner, and we'll talk more tomorrow!" After briefing them on the situation, Ambassador Shǐ Ruìshēng urged them to have their meal.

"It's okay, I still have something for you!" Linlou took the suitcase from Xu Jiaping and opened it. Inside were gifts he had brought for them. "These cigarettes are for you, and these bottles of wine and seasonings are from Commander Meng's partner who asked me to bring them. And these bottles of cooling oil are what you mentioned last time..."

"You really saved my life! The cigarettes I brought from China last time had run out long ago, and it's been so uncomfortable smoking foreign cigarettes every day!" Ambassador Shi Ruisheng was thrilled. He couldn't find Chinese cigarettes here, and he couldn't get used to the imported foreign cigarettes. Now, with the cigarettes Linlou brought over, he can hold on for a while longer.

"Erguotou!" Meng Zhijun, the commanding officer of the China Construction Wuludi Aid Project, immediately twisted off the bottle cap, didn't even eat a peanut, and just gulped down a big mouthful, then made a satisfied sound.

"Xiao Chen, go to my office and get the money. Xiao Lou, you calculate how much it is, I will give it to you," Ambassador Shi Rui Sheng called out to Counselor Chen to get the money, he can't take Lin Lou's things for nothing."

"No no no, I just thought you are working hard in Uluudi, so I brought something to see you. It would be too formal if you pay for it!" Lin Lou quickly refused.

The Ambassador still paid according to the domestic price, but due to Lin's insistence, he did not have to pay the shipping fee. Despite this, the Ambassador was already very grateful. It's not easy to fly all the way from China with so many things, and he truly appreciated Lin's kindness.

After a simple meal, a few people quickly went upstairs to catch up on sleep and adjust their jet lag. They slept for about ten hours in one go, and only got up to eat the next morning.

"There isn't much else here, just plenty of fruits. Have a taste, and also try this banana beer! Ever since Xiao Lou helped design this stadium, our embassy's supply of banana beer hasn't run out. It seems like someone is delivering them to us, and it's the best beer in Uludi! It seems that they truly consider us as friends!" Ambassador Shi invited them to experience the Uludi culture.

After breakfast, Meng Zhijun drove them to the construction site of the Shenggu Sports Stadium. On the way, he introduced to them, "The land leveling work has been completed, and the foundation has also been partially laid."

"The progress is a bit slow!" Xu Jiaping calculated the start time and said.

"Nothing can be done about it, although the technical personnel are sent from China, most of the ordinary workers are recruited from Urudi. These people are not as lazy as those from several surrounding countries, but they are hardworking and down-to-earth. However, since they have never done this work before, we have to teach them from scratch, so the progress definitely won't be fast!" Meng Zhijun also felt helpless, he also wanted to finish the construction work early and return to China to hold his child.

The car drove through the city of Luwagaso and arrived at the construction site. It was very different from when Lin first visited. The air was filled with dust and the sound of machinery, presenting a bustling scene.

A group of black-skinned workers were busily working under the direction of domestic technical personnel. Some were transporting cement with small carts, some were tying steel bars, and some were excavating foundations. If it weren't for their different skin color, at first glance, it seems no different from construction sites in the country.

It can be seen that the Chinese aid workers are highly respected here. After Meng Zhijun got off the car, people along the way kept greeting him in French or broken Chinese.

This has improved Lin Lou's mood a lot. Only a grateful nation deserves help. If you encounter a group of wolves in sheep's clothing, they are not worth it!

"Lin, and a few other teachers, I still have some work to attend to, so I'll have someone else show you around for now. After I'm done with my work, I'll come find you!" Once he arrived at his own office, Meng Zhijun began to prepare for a busy time.

He waved and called over a young black man, patting his shoulder as he introduced, "This is Eric. He studied in our country before and now he's come back to contribute to our motherland. Let him show you around first! Eric, this is Linlou Lin, who helped design the Shengguo Stadium. These are his colleagues, also professors from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University."

"Hello, Lin and teachers! You can just call me by my Chinese name, which is Gu Tianle. My teacher helped me come up with this name. My surname sounds very similar to 'Gu' in pronunciation, and because he saw me always smiling and being optimistic every day, he felt that I was very positive, so he gave me this name." Eric, oh no, Gu Tianle said proficiently in Chinese as he shook hands with them.

Pu, your name really suits you. It goes well with your skin tone! Lin Lou almost couldn't help but laugh. After greeting each other, a few people put on their safety helmets and went out to inspect the construction site.

It is evident, just as Meng Zhijun mentioned earlier, that the workers in Urdi lack experience and their movements appear clumsy. However, Linlou rarely sees anyone slacking off, and when the Chinese technical staff explain and demonstrate to them, they are very attentive in learning.

As long as they maintain this spirit, even if their foundation is a bit weak and their level of education is lower, they will eventually become excellent construction workers, contributing to the construction of more modern buildings in this country.

Outside the construction site, there is a circle of simple temporary sheds, which should be for the relief workers to live in. Near the sheds, there is also a lot of newly opened land, planting vegetables that Chinese workers like to eat, such as chili, greens, tomatoes, and green beans. And they are growing very well. Lin Lou even saw a group of free-range chickens.

This is really unacceptable. It seems that farming is indeed a natural talent of the Chinese nation. Even at the embassy, there are vegetable plots, and even the temporary residence of the construction workers involved in aid projects cannot forget to cultivate the land. You really manage to farm wherever you go.

Keep moving forward, several technical personnel from China are conducting measurements, laying out lines, and pegging the ground to mark the center positions of the design plans. This is done to facilitate the later entry of large construction machinery for construction.

Due to the hot weather today, the strong sun reflection and heat cause the scenery to appear blurry when seen directly from the instrument, making it difficult to see distant objects clearly. If only a white vertical line is hanged, it is difficult to see from a distance.

So the local workers working with them put the white plumb line in front of their chests, so they can quickly locate it from the black and white contrast in the theodolite.

The cooperation between the two parties has been very tacit. As soon as the technician makes a gesture, the worker with the white suspension line knows where to stand. Then, under the scorching sun, he remains motionless, afraid that his movement might affect the accuracy of the positioning. Only when the technician sends another signal will he relax slightly.

Walk up to the technician and saw him teaching the local technicians how to operate the theodolite. He kept reminding them as he taught, "You must learn well and don't blame me for scolding you. I am strict with you because I want you to pass on the skills after I leave. If you don't learn well now, you won't be able to teach well in the future!"

The local technicians looked serious, with their eyes wide open, staring firmly at every move the Chinese technicians made, afraid of missing any details.

Thank you for the tip from the lonely hedgehog.
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"I am very grateful to China, not only because I have gained knowledge here, and can do more for the people of Uluru, but also because China is sincerely helping us!" Louis Koo also witnessed this scene.

"My father used to be a construction worker as well. He worked on a French construction site before, where the white people only knew how to wave whips to urge us to work, but never taught us anything! So even though they built so many beautiful buildings in my homeland, we still haven't learned modern construction techniques!"

"My father worked in the construction industry his whole life, but in the end, he only knew how to do the simplest tasks! He thought I would follow in his footsteps and work just as hard, until I went to China and learned true skills from there. When I came back, I told him everything I learned in China!"

"He asked in great detail, and then he cried! He told me that if he and his friends could have learned these things back then, they wouldn't have been so confused when working! There wouldn't have been so many people getting injured or even losing their lives due to improper operation! Compared to my father's generation, we are truly fortunate!" Louis Koo pointed to the diligent Urdi technician worker and said.

These are all things that his father's generation wanted to learn but never had the opportunity to, and now, technicians from China are teaching them step by step, fearing that they won't be able to learn!

"Master, I think I understand a bit now, like this, and like this... "After the Chinese technicians finished their demonstration, the local workers followed suit and even called in the master for help.

"The process is not right, but everything else is fine! I told you, you're clever, as long as you put your heart into it, you will definitely learn it!" The master patted his shoulder happily.

The black young man, who was praised by him, shyly smiled, scratched his head apologetically, and continued in clumsy Chinese, "It's all thanks to Mr. Fu's good teaching...."

When it's time for shift change and rest, the workers with dark skin and the workers with light skin come to the rest area together. They share cigarettes, drink water, gesture, speak, and laugh with each other, just like old friends!

Looking at their work achievements again, although the progress is a bit slow, as long as it is a place inspected by Mr. Lin, everything is done meticulously, and there is no problem with the construction quality!

"I feel relieved with that! Once they are familiar with the work, the progress will definitely catch up. The Urudi people will surely be able to carry out various grand activities in their own national sports stadium according to the scheduled time!" Lin Lou also relaxed a lot. If quality issues were to arise at the St. Drum Stadium due to the skills and attitude of the construction workers, he would be really upset.

Originally he was a bit worried about this, but seeing the Chinese technical staff teaching attentively, and the workers in Uruddi learning earnestly and working hard, he was completely relieved.

In the evening, Ambassador Lin Lou and Sirui Sheng, Counsellor Chen Jianbang, Xu Jiaping, Jin Qiuxiang, and Lin Mita attended the welcome dinner hosted by the Uludi government. President Basong Jiza was happy to see him back and once again thanked him for his help to Uludi, and also inquired about his views on the progress of the construction.

Lin Lou explained to him the dialogue between the Chinese technical staff and the Urudi workers when they were taught how to use the theodolite. He concluded, "This reminds me of the scenes when our workers followed the Soviet experts to learn. Our workers were just as diligent and dedicated. So I have reason to believe that the Urudi workers can also achieve what we did back then! The Shenggu Sports Stadium will definitely be completed on time and of high quality!"

"The people of Uludii have always been diligent, but no one was willing to teach us before! Until the Chinese came to Africa! They are the first group of foreigners to come to this land without the intention of plundering resources and people!" Basongjizha was also very moved when he heard this, and then raised his glass, "May the friendship between Uludii and China last long!"

"May the friendship between China and Uruguay last forever!" Linlou also raised his glass, and seeing this, the others present also picked up their glasses, shouted the same words, clinked with their foreign friends, and then drank it all up.

"The Urudi people are quite nice, right? In the future, they could also become old friends of our country, right?" After the dinner, Xu Jiaping, who had finally achieved his wish of meeting President Basongkiza, seemed very excited.

"Hehe, the affairs between countries are not so simple, let alone even if we won't be like the big brother, Uruadi may not necessarily be able to make its own decisions in the future! Most countries in Africa are not in control of their own fate!" Lin Lou sighed and shook his head.

"The Xiaolou is right. Western countries have a great influence on Africa and often interfere in African political situations for their own selfish interests, leading to conflict and chaos. The relative peace in Urudi in recent years is mainly because they do not have many resources coveted by Western countries." Now without outsiders, Chen Jianbang spoke more directly.

Xu Jiaping was stunned, and at that moment, many people's attitudes towards the United States were like they were towards the Big Brother back then, thinking everything was good and never considering that the United States would do such a thing.

After Chen Jianbang finished discussing several cases, this sense of loss became even stronger, feeling somewhat like a shattered fantasy. However, upon further thought, before the founding of the country, during the early days of its establishment, and even during the attack on Vietnam, the things that the Americans did made Xu Jiaping finally understand that America was not as great as he had imagined.

But this also raises new questions, "If that's the case, what's the point of us working so hard to assist in building Urudi right now? Maybe a few years later, Urudi's government will be overthrown by Western countries, just like those countries you mentioned earlier. Wouldn't our previous work be in vain?"

"How could it be considered in vain? Today you also went to the site to see, the workers there have genuine feelings for our China. Even if the government is overthrown, these ordinary people will still remember. Over time, even if we fail several times, they will still remember our kindness. It will be easier for us to achieve something in the future."

Chen Jianbang seemed very optimistic, "In addition, no matter how chaotic a country is, the people always long for stability and a good life. These Western countries can't provide that, only we can."

"That also depends on what kind of country and what kind of people! How did we treat the southern neighbors back then? Quite well, right? Yet in the end, they turned against us," Lin interjected.

"The people of Uru Di are not bad, they are hardworking, grateful, and live far from China, so there are no major conflicts of interest. It would be meaningful to provide assistance and support for the development of such a country. If it were the neighboring countries, they are all lazy and would rather lie in the sun after filling their bellies. Lin Lou probably would not be willing to help them with projects."

In the next few days, Lin can either continue with the construction work, or take Xu Jiaping and others to visit the natural scenery of Ulu Di, visit the traditional architecture of Ulu Di and the buildings left by European and American colonists, or have drinks and dinner with the Ulu Di artists he previously met, and continue to get to know their artistic culture.

After a period of relatively relaxed time, the mission to Urudi was completed. Linlou, along with Ambassador Shi, Counselor Chen, Commander Meng, and the gifts presented by Urudi friends, embarked on their journey back to China.

Continue to transfer in the Middle East and then land in Hong Kong, rest for a few days in Hong Kong, give Xu Jiaping and the others time to play and shop, and also visit my own business office, chat with the employees one by one, encourage them, then return to the country.

This time, Linlou and the others didn't act together as a group. Xu Jiaping and Jin Qiuxiang chose to return to Beijing, while Linlou and Linmita went to Shanghai, and then each went home from there.

The Mahler Villa has now been renovated. Lin spent a night resting there and took the opportunity to review the information Andrew had sent over. He also helped Lin find several nice old western-style houses, which are either of architectural or historical significance and are worth preserving.

Since Outek Corporation went public, the economic situation of Lin's building has become more prosperous. It feels almost like signing the purchase contract, leaving all the remaining matters to be handled by Andrew. Whether it's purchasing or later restoration and transformation, he doesn't need to worry about it himself, as Andrew will handle it with a professional team.

Then Lin went to the new office building of the Shanghai Youth League Committee and visited Yu Jichuan, presenting the coffee beans and ethnic crafts he brought back from Uruqi.

Yú Jìchuān may have learned something, and his relationship with them is not like that between a property owner and an architect. It's obviously much warmer, feeling more like an elder looking at a younger person, and the impression is quite good.

Well, since he has no objections, things might be easier to handle in the future! Linlou was very satisfied with the result of this visit, accompanied Yujichuan for a meal, and then bid farewell.

After returning to Nanjiang City by plane and getting back home, in addition to those Ulu specialty products, Linlou also brought the newly issued bicycle orders from the Ulu government departments. "This time, the quantity has more than doubled from last time. It's enough to keep our city's bicycle factory busy for a while!"

"I'll rest at home for a few days first, and then you can come with me to Beijing to collect the deposit from the Uluudi Embassy; by the way, since mom is on summer vacation anyway, why don't you both come with me? Grandpa used to say he wanted to go to Beijing to see Chairman Mao, didn't he? We can also bring grandma along. Let's take them to explore Beijing!"

If you want to give other reasons, Grandpa and Grandma will definitely not be moved, but once you mention this, it's not necessarily the case. The elderly of their generation have great respect for teachers from the bottom of their hearts.

"This is great! Your yard is spacious, so we can accommodate as many people as we want! Your grandparents have never been to Nanjiang City in their entire lives. Now that the conditions are better, it's time to take them out for a stroll!" Lin Shengbin was also moved.

"I'll be going back tomorrow then! After staying at home for a week, we'll head to Beijing!" Lin Luo made the arrangements.

"The children from other families come back for summer vacation and stay for forty to fifty days. You're leaving after just one week! Can't you stay at home for a few more days?" Jiang Yunying was a little reluctant.

"I also want to stay for a few more days, but I can't! I have to attend a meeting for the Asian Games next week, it's not easy to take time off!" Lin reluctantly shrugged his shoulders. Although the results of the bid have not been announced yet, nothing can be confirmed, but the preparations that need to be done cannot be taken lightly.

After returning to the village, the grandparents were very happy. When he mentioned taking them to Beijing for sightseeing, their first reaction was worrying about spending money and being reluctant to go. However, after Lin Lou presented that reason, they indeed hesitated.

It took a few days to persuade them and make preparations for the trip. After that, Lin Shengbin came to pick them up with the car. Lin Lou was afraid that the two elderly people could not sit on the plane, so he asked Qi Baocheng to help purchase soft sleeper tickets. The family of five went to Beijing together.

After resting for a day in Beijing, and waiting for the two elderly to recover, Lin took them out for a tour. The first stop was naturally Tiananmen Square. They got up early to watch the flag-raising ceremony, and after it ended, they saw the portrait of Chairman Mao on the city wall, which moved the two elderly people to tears.

In fact, the formal flag-raising ceremony hasn't been around for very long! There wasn't this ceremony at the beginning of last year, and the flag wasn't raised every day either.

From October 1, 1949, to the end of 1950, the flag-raising ceremony was the responsibility of the Beijing Public Security Patrol Corps. Due to the crucial role of electrical technology in ensuring the flag-raising, the electrical motor at the base of the flagpole was the responsibility of the Beijing Power Supply Bureau. As a result, the task of raising the flag was delegated to the power supply bureau, and the national flag was only raised in the morning and lowered in the evening on major holidays such as New Year's Day, Spring Festival, May Day, and National Day.

On October 1, 1950, the button for the National Day flag-raising ceremony was pressed by Cheng Hongnian, an electrician from the Beijing Power Supply Bureau. Cheng Hongnian continued in this role for the first two years. From 1951 to 1976, a span of 26 years, Hu Qijun, who also worked at the Beijing Power Supply Bureau, took over the responsibility. He held the title of the longest-serving flag-raiser during that time.

From the end of 1977 to December 1982, two soldiers from the garrison troops were responsible for the task of raising the national flag. One would lead the way while the other carried the flag. They even had to yield to motor vehicles when crossing Chang'an Avenue, and the flag-raising ceremony was not solemn enough.

On December 28, 1982, the fifth platoon of the 11th company of the Sixth Squad of the former Beijing Garrison was stationed in Tiananmen Square, undertaking the glorious task of hoisting and lowering the national flag and providing on-site security for Tiananmen Square, Tiananmen City Tower, Jinshui Bridge, the Monument to the People's Heroes, and welcoming ceremonies.

From then on, our country had the first standardized national flag raising and lowering ceremony. The original flag-raising by 2 people was changed to 3 people, with one person raising the flag, and two people protecting the flag, marching in unison. At the same time, uniforms were standardized, and a timetable for the raising and lowering of the flag was established. From then on, this team was known as the "Tiananmen Square National Flag Team" by the people.

As for the flag-raising ceremony that everyone is familiar with, it would not be implemented until the 1990s.
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On October 1, 1990, the "National Flag Law" was promulgated, requiring the national anthem to be played during flag raising ceremonies to make the ceremonies more solemn and grand. In early 1991, the "National Flag Guard" was officially established, and a new flag-raising and lowering ceremony was implemented starting from May 1, 1991.

And now the situation around the flagpole is also different. The area around the flagpole is closed off now. When raising or lowering the flag, soldiers have to jump in and out, which is inconvenient and unsightly. With approval from relevant authorities, the renovation of the flag base began on February 23, 1991. After the renovation, the flagpole was raised to 30 meters, and the flag was changed to a special flag measuring 5 meters in length and 3.3 meters in width.

So there will be a grand and majestic flag-raising ceremony in the future, and this ceremony has also become a regular program that many people must visit and take photos of when they come to Beijing for sightseeing.

Then in 2018, there was another change, the Chinese People's Armed Police flag guard at Tiananmen Square will be disbanded and transferred to the Chinese People's Liberation Army Honor Guard.

The number of flag guards has increased from 36 to 96, with a daily increase from 36 to 66. The flag guard team steps out from the central gate of Tiananmen Square and switches to a formal march when reaching the south side of Golden Water Bridge, simultaneously changing from a shoulder arms position to a port arms position.

After attending the flag-raising ceremony, I queued up to present flowers to the instructor, then visited the nearby places such as the Monument to the People's Heroes and the National Museum of China, and finally returned to the courtyard to rest in the evening.

In the next few days, Lin Lou will be accompanying his grandparents on a trip. Most of the time, he did not bring Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying along. They did not have the opportunity for a honeymoon back then, so this will make up for it and let them have a few days of alone time.

On the last day, Lin Shengbin had already received the deposit from the Urudi Embassy in China, so he took the four of them to visit the Tsinghua University campus and took some family photos. He planned to send the photos back with the others taken during the trip, so that his grandparents could show them to their old friends in the village and tell them about their trip to Beijing.

"Grandpa, grandma, I have some things to take care of here, so I won't be accompanying you back. Take good care of yourselves at home, and if you feel unwell, call mom and dad to take you to the city to see a doctor. Don't be afraid to spend money." Linlou reminded his grandparents before leaving for the train station.

"These things go without saying. You focus on your work for the Asian Games here, we have your mom and me at home!" Lin Shengbin reprimanded with a smile. How could he not worry about his own parents? And their family didn't have any money problems, so they naturally needed to take good care of them.

He always sees them off in the train's soft sleeper compartment, then leaves when the train is about to depart. After that, he gathers himself and starts preparing for the next meeting, while also continuing to work on the design drawings for the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendly Exchange Center.

The meeting this time still did not confirm anything, but the discussions have now become more detailed. Everyone is making their own preparations. Once the result of the application is announced, and Beijing obtains the qualification to host the Asian Games, they can immediately start the design of the sports venues and supporting buildings!

"Okay, let's end today's meeting here. The next meeting will be held in half a month. Everyone should prepare more during this time, aiming to make the next meeting even more fruitful than this one!" The meeting was quite productive, and after it ended, the leader announced the schedule for the next meeting.

Half a month is enough for me to go out and collect some inspiration. After all, I am still a student. It's not easy to have summer vacation, I can't work every day! Wenxuan and Zheng Weiming have gone to visit the beautiful mountains and rivers of our motherland. I have to go too!

So after Linlou returned to the quadrangle, he arranged work for everyone and took a ten-day vacation for himself, preparing to go out for a bit and then called Yu Bingbing to go see a show at Maxim, to see if she had time to go out with him, and if she did, they would discuss the itinerary.

"I've been to Jiangnan last time, how about going somewhere else this time? But it might be a bit hot in the south during this time. Let's go to a place that's not so hot," Yu Bingbing suggested.

"Sure! Last time I went on a creativity trip from Shanghai to Suzhou, then from Nanjing, Wuhan to Shanxi, and finally back from Chongqing, Chengdu. This time, let's go to Yunnan and Guizhou! Both Yunnan and Guizhou are suitable for summer retreats! Besides, the traditional dwellings in the southwest are also very interesting and worth a special visit!" Lin Lou readily agreed.

"Should we first go to Guiyang? Then slowly make our way to Kunming from Guiyang? After that, it's Dali, and finally back from Dali!" Nowadays, there are no high-speed trains or advanced air transportation services, so visiting three cities in ten days is already quite tight.

"Sure, I'll go back and talk to my mom and dad. It seems like they still have some old comrades over there! We can visit them at the same time!" Yu Bingbing didn't have any objections to this arrangement.

"Once you’re ready, give me a call and I’ll take care of the plane ticket issue. Should I come pick you up?" Oh no, if I go pick her up, will I meet her parents? What should I say then? Just the thought of this makes Linlou a little nervous.

"Okay, you handle the plane tickets, and I'll take care of the accommodations when we get there!" Yu Bingbing never likes to take advantage of others for nothing, although this gesture made Linlou quite fond of him, it also left her feeling a little bit lost. Isn't this a bit too standoffish?

But it's okay, there are plenty of opportunities to go out and play. Maybe someday you'll get closer and she can accept your kindness more openly.

The next day, Yu Bingbing called and informed the family that everything was arranged and they could leave at any time. Linlou immediately called Zhou Yalun and asked her to buy the fastest flight to Guiyang. She was a representative of Hong Kong Enterprises, so it would be more convenient for her to purchase the plane ticket, and there was no need to ask Andrew for help again.

By noon, Zhou Yalun brought the plane ticket and reported the recent work situation to him. The industrialization research of Huang Aiguo's special cement and the research on aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates by Zhang Shengli have been relatively smooth. In addition, she has also been in contact with several other research institutions recently and has made good progress.

After finishing the meal, she went back to her room and made a phone call to Yu Bingbing, telling her to pick her up early tomorrow morning. Then she packed up, put in all the essential items for sketching, such as clean clothes, camera, sketchbook, and brushes, and prepared to leave.

In the morning, Yang Mo drove to pick him up, and they went to Yu Bingbing's house together. When they arrived at the entrance of the courtyard, Yu Bingbing was already waiting there with her mother.

"Auntie, hello!" Linlou quickly stepped forward to greet, speaking a little nervously. Even in the later years, when you were still in college, if you took someone's daughter out for a trip, I'm afraid they would have some opinions, let alone in the 1980s, right?

"Are you Xiaolou? I've heard Jichuan mention you before, he really speaks highly of you! And now, seeing you in person, it seems he wasn't exaggerating at all!" Yu Bingbing's mother looked at Linlou with a smile, seeming very pleased with him.

"After going out, be careful with everything, don't eat anything randomly, and don't go to unsafe places, especially not to the south! Call home every day to let them know you're safe." She gave Yu Bingbing a lot of caution, and then said to Linlou, "Xiaolou, after you go out, I will trouble you, you must take good care of yourself and Bingbing!"

"Auntie, please rest assured. I will definitely take good care of her!" After getting on the car, Lin Loufang finally breathed a sigh of relief as the car turned the corner and Yu Bingbing's mother was no longer in sight.

It looks like she has a good impression of me, right? Does that mean I have passed this test? Lin Lou looked at Yu Bingbing through the rearview mirror and wanted to ask about her family's opinion of him, but he felt a little hesitant to speak up.

They soon arrived at the airport. Lin took a look at the airport terminal building along the way, compared it with the renovation plans brought out by others at the meeting, then took out a notebook and jotted down a few key points to discuss at the next meeting. By the time of the Asian Games, this place would need expansion.

One of the most worth-seeing buildings in Guiyang is the Jiaxiu Tower, one of the nine famous ancient buildings in China. This building is located on the Nanming River, built in the 26th year of the Ming Wanli period. It is based on a giant stone in the river, and has been repaired and renovated by successive generations. The current building is the remaining structure rebuilt in the first year of the reign of Xuantong in the Qing Dynasty.

Jiaxiulou is a three-story, three-eave, quadrangular pavilion-style building with flying ridges and upward corners. It measures about 20 meters in height from the bridge deck to the top of the building, with 12 stone columns supporting the eaves, protected by white carved stone railings. The building is connected on the side by the "Fuyu Bridge," which is a nine-hole bridge, over 90 meters long, also known as the "Nine-Eye Sandbank Illuminating Bridge."

After the liberation, two culverts were filled in to build a road in Linhe, and now seven culverts can be seen. There is a pavilion on the bridge called "Hanbiting", and under the bridge, there is "Hanbitan" and "Shuiyuetai". At the head of the bridge, there is a stone and wood archway, with the words "City South Ruins" in the center. To the south of the bridge, there is a group of ancient buildings called "Cuiwei Garden".

Linlou took out paper, a pen, and a drawing board to start sketching the structure of Jiaxiu Tower. Yu Bingbing found a place to sit nearby, with arms on knees and chin resting on hands, smiling and watching Linlou and the gradually formed building on the drawing board.

Several sketches were drawn from different angles to capture the essence of Jiaxiu Tower. Then, several photos were taken for Yu Bingbing. He began to explain the unique aspects of Jiaxiu Tower from the perspective of ancient architectural studies.

When Lin was about to leave, he glanced back at Jiaxiu Tower and couldn't help but wonder if Prime Minister Wang Yuanwang had ever dined with scholars from Guizhou here when he visited.

In the evening, the two of them tasted the specialty foods of Guizhou, such as Huajiang dog meat and Huaxi beef noodles. When they arrived in Guiyang, there was another local specialty that they couldn't miss, and that is naturally Maotai liquor.

You don't have to worry about buying fake Maotai in Guiyang now, so Linlou gave a hotel staff a US dollar to help contact and prepare to find someone to bring it back to Beijing by train when he leaves. You don't have to ask Li Qingxi and the others to pick it up. Get a box of Maotai and ask him to run an errand.

The next day, we continued our cultural exploration trip. There are various types of traditional dwellings in Guizhou Province, and it's certainly impossible to see them all in just Guiyang. Therefore, Linlou had the hotel help arrange for two cars, and we went to explore the surrounding areas together.

Most residential buildings in Guizhou are three stories high, which is a common architectural form in southern China, summarized as "suspended wooden house" and "beam structure". In accordance with the functions, the three-story buildings are divided for different purposes: the ground floor is used for livestock raising and labor, the second floor is for living, and the third floor is used for storing grain.

However, because Guizhou is a province with multiple ethnic groups, the residential buildings of each ethnic group have different characteristics. The Miao ethnic group's stilted buildings can be built according to the mountains and also renovated according to the water, presenting a spiritual stilted building in the midst of the green mountains and waters.

The Bouyei ethnic group's dwellings include double-sloped thatched houses and tiled houses, as well as bungalows. A fireplace is typically installed inside the buildings for heating.

The architectural style of the Dong ethnic minority's traditional dwellings is divided into "Northern Dong" and "Southern Dong". The "Northern Dong" architecture is similar to Han ethnic dwellings, while the "Southern Dong" architecture is characterized by "diaojiao" wooden houses on stilts.

Generally, there are two or three stories, with a front porch for good lighting for Dong women to do handwork. Bamboo poles are hung on the front eaves of the windows for drying clothes. In addition, residents of the same surname will build a drum tower with intricate and beautiful design using mortise and tenon joints.

There is also a uniquely styled stone village near Huangguoshu Waterfall, where the main buildings are constructed from stones, with differently shaped stones polished and assembled together.

They stayed in Guiyang for three days, and reluctantly left. Lin Lou's biggest regret was arriving a little early - Tao Huabi's Shihui Restaurant had not opened yet. Otherwise, they could have had a meal there, tasted the earliest version of Laoganma to see what it tastes like, and bought a few jars to bring back for a tasty meal.

Once arrived in Kunming from Guiyang, you can feel that the atmosphere is noticeably different. The airport here is much busier than in Guiyang, and it's common to see soldiers in green military uniforms walking on the streets, emitting a stern and intimidating aura, indicating that they have returned from the southern region.

Although the situation is much better than before, with large-scale wars having ended and no new ones started, there are still various small wars happening constantly on the borders.

So, as the parents of Yu Bingbing's parents' old comrades are quite busy, Lin and the others didn't want to disturb them too much. After conveying greetings from Yu Bingbing's parents and presenting the specially brought gifts, they bid farewell.

I visited Jiaxiu Tower, one of the ancient nine famous buildings in China, in Kunming. I also visited places like Jinma Biji Archway, Guandu Ancient Town, and Yuantong Temple.

In addition, as a Tsinghua student, since I am in Kunming, I must visit the old site of the Southwest Associated University. Yang Zhenning completed his studies here, and Lu Qiao wrote "The Unfinished Song" here. Many years later, the stories of Wu Baosheng, Yu Mengqin, Lin Yanmei, Tong Xiaoxian, and others from this book were also written into a song by Huang Shujun.

After staying in Kunming for a few days, they headed to the last destination of this photography trip, Dali. Originally, Lin Lou thought that after arriving in Dali, they would only visit the Chongsheng Temple Three Pagodas, the ancient Bai ethnic architecture in Ximen Street, and a few other attractions before returning. However, they ended up staying in Yunnan for some extra time.
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"So many already? Then your trip this time wasn't in vain!" Lin Lou was tidying up when Yu Bingbing saw the thick sketches and couldn't help but feel surprised.

"The foundation determines whether an architect is qualified, while their vision determines how far they can go. Any accomplished architect never works in isolation! If you want to achieve something in this field, you must read, draw, and remember more!" Linlou explained.

Then he quickly felt that his words were a bit inappropriate, so he hurriedly apologized, "Oops, I've been so busy drawing these days that I haven't taken you out to have fun. You must be bored watching me draw, right?"

"That's not the case! When I look at those buildings with my own eyes, it feels different from looking at your drawings! I just think those buildings are beautiful, but I can't quite explain why. The beauty is just there! But when I look at your blueprint, it becomes much clearer! So not only do I not find it boring, I actually find it very interesting!" Yu Bingbing replied with a smile.

Her words made Lin Lou very happy. If two people can be together and understand each other, that's even better! For Yu Bingbing to see the value of his hand-drawn picture is like a writer's friend understanding the meaning in his articles. This feeling is much better than simply holding hands.

On the last day in Yunnan, they returned to Kunming again, preparing to take a plane back to Beijing from there. However, when they arrived at Kunming Station by train, Lin Lou changed the plan.

It all started with his curiosity at the train station when he saw a freight train unloading construction steel bars and asked about their usage.

"These are ready to be transported to the border, where a martyrs' cemetery is to be built." The worker unloading the goods mentioned the name of a small county town behind the border.

Lin Lou was stunned. Even though he had seen the sacrifices caused by this war in the information, seeing and hearing about it firsthand was a completely different concept.

He suddenly felt a surge of impulse in his heart, wanting to do something for these martyrs. This impulse became more and more uncontrollable, so he hesitated and said to Bingbing, "Why don't you go back first? I want to go and see what I can do up ahead! Oh, you don't have to worry, I'm not going to the front line, I just want to go to the martyrs cemetery and see if there's anything I can help with!"

“I studied architecture after all. Regardless of planning, design, or construction, I should be able to help at least a little, right? If I didn't know about this, it would be fine, but now that I do, I would feel extremely guilty if I didn't do something about it.”

After saying this, he was prepared for Yu Bingbing to be angry, and he had made some last-minute changes to the plan, which was already somewhat inappropriate. But to his surprise, Yu Bingbing was not only not angry, but also very supportive, "We should indeed go take a look. I will go with you!"

"Hey, we agreed that you would go back tomorrow. Your mom and dad will definitely worry if they don't see you back on time, right?" Lin Lou was stunned.

Upon seeing Lin Lou's stunned expression, Yu Bingbing grabbed his hand and said, "Hey, have you forgotten what my parents do? They both serve in the military! They will not only not be angry if they knew we went to visit the martyrs, but also support us! Besides, this place is far from the front line, so there's no safety issue in us going there. What else do they have to worry about?"

"Alright, let's find a place to make a call and explain the situation to them, and then figure out how we can get there! It seems like the train is not an option, otherwise there would be no need to unload the car."

Went to the telecommunications office to make a long-distance call to Yu Bingbing's home, explained the situation, and after a moment of silence, Yu Bingbing's father said, "Also help me buy a bouquet of flowers, and get a few cigarettes, and pour a bottle of wine!"

As for how to get there, he also helped to solve the problem. That small county town is also one of the roads leading to the front line. Military vehicles often transport supplies or personnel there. He gave Yu Bingbing a phone number, asking her to contact her old comrade-in-arms. If there was a military vehicle passing by, they could hitch a ride.

That evening, they boarded the bus to the small county town. After a whole night of driving, they arrived at their destination. After a short rest and a bite to eat, they inquired and searched all the way, and found the martyr's cemetery being built on the outskirts of the small county town.

The martyr's cemetery is located with its back against the green hills and facing the mainland of the motherland. The lush mountains and forests are accompanied by a clear stream flowing in front, making it a good place. However, the construction has not been completed yet, with the sacrificed martyrs already buried but monuments, stone steps, walls, gates and others are still not built.

A group of workers are digging the soil, while several soldiers who may have just returned from the front line are paying tribute to their fallen comrades. They light incense and place it on the tombstone, open bottles of alcohol and pour it in front of the grave, and cry bitterly while holding onto the tombstone.

Lin and Yu didn't go to disturb them. They stood there quietly and watched. Soon, a soldier in military uniform came over and asked, "Which unit are you from? What are you doing here?"

"Hello, we are students from Tsinghua University. We are here in Yunnan to gather material for our summer break, and we heard that there is a martyrs cemetery here, so we wanted to come and pay our respects." Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing handed over their student IDs.

"University students from Tsinghua?" Hearing this, the expression on the soldier's face softened a lot. "You are thoughtful, but it's still somewhat dangerous here not far from the front line. After paying your respects, it's better to go back quickly!"

"Are you in charge here? I would like to ask about the design and planning of this martyrs' cemetery," Lin pointed to his student ID and said, "You see, I study architecture and I want to see if there's anything I can help with. I also want to contribute to these martyrs in any way I can."

"You guys should study hard and achieve something for the country as soon as possible, which is the greatest help..." This person seems to be a military officer and speaks quite eloquently. However, when he saw the three characters "Department of Architecture," he seemed hesitant because the martyr's memorial park had just been planned recently and there is indeed no complete construction plan.

The local architectural firm's several proposals did not receive their approval. When he saw the emblem of Tsinghua University, he couldn't help but think that Tsinghua students must be talented. If he is willing to help, would it be better?

If it were his own matter, this military officer definitely wouldn't make this request. But with so many comrades lying here, he also hopes that the resting place for his comrades can be made more beautiful.

"The summer vacation still has many days left! I have nothing to do when I return, so if there's anything I can help with, just let me know. Even if my skills aren't sufficient, I can call my teacher for help or invite professors from Tsinghua University; I'm sure they would be willing!" Linlou could see the hesitation in the officer and quickly added.

"It's not convenient to talk here, let's move over and chat!" The officer pointed to a nearby tent and led them over while also introducing himself, "My name is Xie Tieping. I've just finished a battle and I'm responsible for building the martyr's cemetery in front of us together with the local civil affairs department."

"Let me first introduce the situation here to you! This piece of land is roughly about 50 acres, it's a sloping land, with mountains in the back and water in the front. It's a good place, even my old comrades don't feel aggrieved sleeping here! The only thing is that the difficulty of construction is greater than that of flat land, the local architectural design unit's capability is not high enough, and people can't be temporarily spared from Kunming, so there is still no good solution for the time being."

"If you don't come, we can only do some simple preliminary work. We'll see when Kunming sends people over by the end of the month!" Xie Tieping explained the current situation.

"I also briefly examined the terrain just now. To build a mausoleum here, we will need to construct stone steps and retaining walls to address the issue of erosion caused by rainwater..." Lin took out paper and a pen from his bag, and sketched in front of Xie Tieping, first drawing the current terrain, then outlining a series of stone steps, like terraced fields."

The martyrs' tombstones are neatly arranged in tiers, with a barrier along the perimeter to prevent visitors from accidentally falling off the steps during worship. The barrier also prevents erosion caused by rainwater, and space is left between the barrier and the tombstones for worship and planting pine and cypress trees.

The steps extend from the foot of the mountain to the top, with a wall encircling the outer edge of the mound, creating a peaceful resting place for the heroic martyrs. At the foot of the mountain, the main gate opens into a plaza used for collective worship activities. On occasions such as Qingming Festival, representatives from relevant departments can hold collective ceremonies here before tomb-sweeping.

In the middle of the square stands a monument, which is definitely the most important and meaningful building in the entire cemetery. Therefore, it must be meticulously designed. As a result, the specific design of the memorial has not been outlined, only a rough sketch has been drawn.

While drawing, Xie Tieping explained, "The tombstone is made of black marble, and the retaining wall is made of white Han white jade, which gives a solemn and dignified appearance. At the same time, for some representative martyrs, such as combat heroes, first-class merit winners, etc., special designs can be created for their tombs, or reliefs can be carved around the square and the base of the memorial monument."

"Your idea is great! It's just too costly. If we use all marble and white jade, how much would it cost?" It seems that Xie Tieping may have worked in the construction industry before and is quite knowledgeable about these things. Perhaps this is also why the higher authorities have appointed him to be in charge of this task.

Upon hearing this, Linlou felt a pang of sadness. The country is too poor now, they don't even have enough money to afford marble tombstones and white marble for the martyrs' cemetery!

Lin Lou was a little impulsive and wanted to donate money to help them build, but then he felt it was not quite appropriate. So he decided to wait and discuss with Yu Bingbing later, to see what would be the most appropriate way to proceed.

He took a deep breath, waited for his emotions to calm down a bit, and then said, "If the budget is tight for now, we can start by laying a good foundation and using alternative materials. We can renovate it when conditions allow in the future."

"This is a good idea! Your plan looks really nice!" Xie Tieping took the neatly drawn sketch from his hand and looked at it carefully. Lin Lou's exquisite drawing skills accurately presented his ideas. The steps were neatly arranged, the black tombstones and white marble complemented each other, surrounded by cypress trees and pines, making the whole cemetery look grand and solemn.

Just looking at it, I always feel like something is missing," Xie Tieping pointed to the blank space in the middle of the blueprint and asked, "Shouldn't there be a monument here? Why wasn't it drawn?"

"The monument must embody the heroic battles and selfless spirit of the martyrs in this cemetery. I probably need to read their deeds and reports before figuring out how to do that. It definitely cannot be designed casually."

Xie Tieping also understood his thoughts and carefully considered before saying, "You just mentioned that you're willing to cooperate with us to complete the design work for this mausoleum? It won't affect your studies, will it?"

"No, there's still some time before school starts, and after reaching senior year, we'll be more focused on design practice. So, this job won't delay me at all, it's actually a kind of promotion for me!" Lin didn't mention the Asian Games. When he gets back to the county, he'll find time to call and ask for leave.

If it were for any other reason, the leader in charge of organizing the meeting would definitely not be happy. But in this case, not only will he not refuse, he will even strongly support it. After all, who wouldn't want to do something for these brave martyrs who sacrificed so much?

Xie Tieping glanced at his watch, "Since that's the case, let's go back first and meet with the other comrades responsible for this work. Let's have a discussion together!"

So the few people together set up the tent, Lin Lou and Yu Bing Bing together, first for these martyrs pinned the flowers, sprinkled with fragrant wine, respectfully bowed in tribute.

After finishing these tasks, I went back to the county town with Xie Tieping. The county town was very small, with only two streets. It didn't take long to reach the government office on the main street, and we arrived at the office of the XX County Martyrs Cemetery Construction Office.

After entering, the two officials dressed in Zhongshan suits were busy inside. Xie Tieping first introduced Lin Lou's identity and then introduced these two individuals to him. One was named Xing Shaode, and the other was named Liu Bingcai, serving as the director and deputy director of the Construction Department, respectively.

"Tsinghua University students? Oh, hello, hello, thank you for coming all the way to help us!" When they heard that the students from Lin Building came to help design the mausoleum, the two leaders quickly got up and shook hands.

They had been worrying about the plan for the mausoleum for a long time. Now, seeing the sketch of the forest pavilion, they immediately started to study it carefully. While looking at the drawings, they asked questions about some key issues. Liu Bing used to work in the local construction bureau and had some professional knowledge, so most of his questions were right on point.

Lin Lou's answers were detailed, and he carefully explained the issues they were concerned about. As Liu Bing listened, nodding from time to time, he slowly began to realize that the other party was indeed competent. Not only did they have a higher level of expertise than several technical professionals in the county, but they even surpassed those in Kunming.

In the end, he asked the same question as Xie Tieping, why wasn't the monument designed?
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Lin Lou explained with the same reasoning, and they all expressed their understanding. Then they immediately took out the martyrs' information stored in the file cabinet and asked Lin Lou to browse through it for inspiration.

"Although this plan is not yet complete, and we currently do not have the necessary conditions for construction, Lin has shown a high level of competence. Their proposal surpasses all the previous ones we have received. If there are no issues with the memorial plan, we will proceed with Lin's proposal. Lin, thank you for your hard work these past few days!"

"Thank you both for everything you have done for the martyrs!" Xing Shaode and Liu Bingcai shook hands with Lin Lou solemnly to express their gratitude.

"This makes me feel a little ashamed. Compared to the martyrs who sacrificed for us, what have I done? I will try to come up with the plan as soon as possible!" Then Linlou earnestly began to review the materials in the office.

At the same time, recalling the classic monuments I have seen, when it comes to monuments, the most famous one for Chinese people must be the Monument to the People's Heroes that I just visited at Tiananmen Square a few days ago.

On September 30, 1949, the first plenary session of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference passed a resolution to establish the Monument to the People's Heroes in the capital.

The Urban Planning Committee of Beijing immediately issued a notice to architectural design units and architecture departments of colleges and universities across the country to solicit plans for the design of a memorial monument.

By 1951, over 140 various design proposals and design modification proposals were received (over 240 by the time of the final decision); overseas Chinese also actively contributed, with overseas Chinese leader Tan Kah Kee organizing overseas Chinese to draw drawings and produce cement pillar head models, costing more than 150,000 yuan (old currency) for shipping to the People's Heroes Monument construction project office.

In March 1953, 8 designs were selected from over 240 designs and widely solicited for opinions from professional designers. These 8 designs include: typical designs that are short and dispersed, typical designs that are tall and dispersed, designs with three doors, typical design of rectangular main column stele, designs with an observation tower, designs with steles on red walls, designs with figures on top of the stele, and the final adopted stele design.

In the end, a large group of the most famous scholars, architects, and artists at that time, such as Liang Sicheng, Wei Changqing, Zheng Zhenduo, and Wu Zuo Ren, integrated various factors to finalize the plan that we see now.

The Monument to the People's Heroes is square in shape, with a construction area of 3000 square meters, consisting of a pedestal, Sumeru base, and the body of the monument, with a total height of 37.94 meters.

The pedestal is divided into two layers, surrounded by white marble railings, with steps on all four sides. The lower layer is in the shape of a begonia, with a width of 50.44 meters from east to west and a length of 61.54 meters from north to south; the upper layer is square. On the pedestal are two layers of lotus thrones, with carvings of eight floral rings composed of peonies, lotus flowers, chrysanthemums, and hanging curtains on the upper small lotus throne.

The lower pedestal is adorned with eight huge relief sculptures crafted from white marble, depicting the themes of "Breaking the Gate of Tiger Mountain," "The Jintian Uprising," "The Wuchang Uprising," "The May Fourth Movement," "The May Thirtieth Movement," "The Nanchang Uprising," "The Anti-Japanese Guerrilla War," and "The Victory of Crossing the Yangtze River." On each side of the relief for "The Victory of Crossing the Yangtze River," there are two decorative reliefs titled "Supporting the Frontlines" and "Welcoming the Chinese People's Liberation Army."

The relief is 2 meters high and 40.68 meters long. It is carved with over 170 vivid and concise figures, vividly portraying the historical facts of the Chinese people's great revolutionary struggle against imperialism and feudalism in the 100 years, especially in the 28 years under the leadership of the Communist Party of China.

On the upper part of the east and west sides of the monument body, there are decorative patterns carved with red stars, pine trees, and flags, symbolizing the eternal revolutionary spirit of the martyrs.

The surroundings of the small stele are carved with eight large floral rings composed of peonies, lotuses, chrysanthemums, and others, symbolizing noble and pure qualities, representing the eternal remembrance and reverence of the people of the whole country for the heroes. The top of the stele is a traditional national architectural form, with a small roofed pavilion top with swirling clouds and layered curtains.

On the front is the inscription "The people's heroes are immortal" by the teacher, and on the back is the inscription "Three immortals" written by the teacher and inscribed by Wu Hao.

This monument is considered a classic, but it has also sparked a not-so-good phenomenon, that is, in the future, when martyrs' cemeteries are built all over the country, they all like to build similar monuments. Over time, the monuments in martyrs' cemeteries across the country have become somewhat monotonous.

In addition, during the Republic of China period, the Loyalty Memorial Arch was built on Mount Heng in Nanyue, inside of which stand five artillery shells pointing straight up to the sky, a unique style of the "Double Seven" Memorial Tower.

Five cannonballs symbolize the unity of the Han, Manchu, Mongolian, Hui, and Tibetan peoples in China, and their determination to stand together, fight against common enemies, and resist aggression with military force.

On the front and on the sides to the east and west of the pagoda, the characters "七七" in Han Baiyu stone are embedded, symbolizing the outbreak of the Marco Polo Bridge Incident on July 7, 1937, which marked the beginning of Japan's full-scale invasion of China and the prelude to the nationwide war of resistance against Japan, igniting a national wave of anti-Japanese sentiment.

On the back of the pagoda is inscribed the "July 7 Memorial Inscription" written by the famous anti-Japanese general Xue Yue. It reads, "Invaders violated Lugou, stirring up great waves. The loyal and brave soldiers sacrificed themselves for the nation, displaying noble spirit and indomitable will. They will shine in the annals of history, bringing about the revival of the Han ethnicity and forever eliminating the national shame."

If the scope is slightly expanded, the People's Liberation Monument in Chongqing and the Erqi Memorial Tower in Zhengzhou are also quite famous, both of which are excellent works that combine commemorative and artistic value.

However, these monuments also have the same problem, further leading to the relatively monotonous design of monuments in our country. In comparison, some monuments in other countries are quite innovative.

One of the most stunning things about this is the completed before his journey, the monument of Lermontov and Sevastopol in Russia, where the genius of the Russian artists is undoubtedly revealed.

The Battle of Leningrad-Sevastopol was a series of offensive and defensive battles between the Soviet Red Army's Western Front, Kalinin Front, and the German Central Army Group in the Leningrad, Sevastopol, and Vyazma areas from 1942 to 1943 during the Soviet-German War of the Second World War. The battles aimed to seize the German-held "Leningrad Outpost."

In this battle, more than 400,000 Red Army soldiers were sacrificed, and over 700,000 were wounded. The Soviet Red Army used huge sacrifices to hold back a large number of German troops, indirectly leading to the destruction of the German Sixth Army and causing a huge blow to German technical personnel and elite soldiers. The strategic value is immeasurable.

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the victory of the Great Patriotic War, and to honor the soldiers who died in the Battle of Brest, at the initiative of some veterans, Russia and Belarus have decided to build a memorial hall here.

Ukrainian sculptor Andriy Kurovets and architect Konstantin Fomin were responsible for the design of the memorial, drawing inspiration from the famous Soviet song "White Crane."

"Sometimes I always feel that those soldiers,

There is no return from the battlefield flowing with blood,

They are not buried in our land,

They have turned into white cranes flying.

They flew in from a distant war era,

Bring the sound of calling closer to my ears.

Because of this, we often look up.

Silently missing, staring into the distance.

The tired crane flock flies and flies in the sky,

Flying in the twilight, the dusk is vast and hazy,

There is a small gap in the queue.

Perhaps it's a place left for me.

One day I will follow the flock of cranes,

Also flying in this twilight.

I sing like a flock of cranes in the clouds,

Summoning you, those things of the past cannot be forgotten.

Sometimes I always feel that those soldiers,

There is no return from the battlefield flowing with blood,

They are not buried in our land,

“They have turned into white cranes flying.”

The song expresses praise for the nameless heroes who never returned from battle, and it is most fitting to use this as the theme to build a monument in their honor.

This 25-meter-tall bronze monument stands on a 10-meter-high hill, visible from several kilometers away. The upper part depicts an ordinary soldier with a determined look, nodding slightly, holding a PPSh-41 submachine gun, staring straight ahead. The lower part consists of a group of flying white cranes, gradually dissolving and disappearing.

Those white cranes, as sung in the song, symbolize the soldiers who sacrificed their lives in the Battle of Léré, not buried in their homeland, but transformed into white cranes flying in the sky.

Underneath the sculpture is two geometric sculptures deliberately created from rusted steel, with the names of 17,181 soldiers hollow carved into them.

The entire monument is grand and majestic, filled with a sense of solemnity. In the lingering twilight, the unknown martyr emanates a bronze glow, appearing like a divine shrine.

The ASCII art of pioneer vanguards is integrated with the ancient tradition of the wall of names of the deceased, and while the technology and methods are changing, the tribute to the martyrs and the abhorrence of war remain unchanged.

This sculpture was completed and unveiled in 2020. While looking at the photos of the unveiling ceremony, Lin Lou couldn't help but sigh. The Russians' cultural heritage is indeed deep. They may be in a slump now, but that inherent aesthetic sense is still present. Occasionally it emerges, allowing them to produce such brilliant works.

Compared to Russia, although our domestic economy has left them far behind, it's really hard to sum up in a few words when it comes to aesthetic standards. In this respect, we still have a significant gap compared to Russia.

Of course, that's not to say that the design of monuments like the People's Heroes Memorial is not good. The square column-shaped monument looks solemn, and the carved inscriptions are also convenient.

However, from an aesthetic point of view, seeing the same thing too often can become tedious. Therefore, Linlou does not want to imitate and adopt this style again. Perhaps it is possible to reference the method of the Lerev Monument and use sculptural techniques to design this memorial.

Direct plagiarism of the Lerev Monument is unacceptable. Although this great monument has not yet been erected, Lin Lou cannot accept it in his heart. Moreover, there is no mention of the white crane symbolizing the unnamed heroes who set out and never returned in Chinese military songs. How will you explain this to Xie Tieping, Xing Shaode, and Liu Bingcai by simply copying it over?

"Can you do me a favor and write down all the lyrics of military songs that you remember? If you also remember any poems, that would be great too," Lin said softly to Bingbing. She has always loved singing and comes from a military family, so she must be very familiar with these.

Andrei Korobkov and Konstantin Fomin can find inspiration from the lyrics, maybe I can too, what if I suddenly come across words that can inspire me?

"Good!" Yu Bingbing did not ask for the reason, and she probably guessed it. She took the paper and pen from Linlou and began to write seriously, starting with popular military songs of the time, such as "Goodbye, Mother" and "Meeting under the Paulownia Trees," and so on.

When Bing Bing was silently writing down the lyrics, Linlou continued to browse through the relevant information about the martyrs, trying to find inspiration from their heroic deeds.

The text is simple, but it is heartbreaking to read. Many of these sacrificed soldiers are around the same age as me, or even younger. They should have been enjoying a peaceful and happy life, but they sacrificed themselves for the happiness of more of the people in our country.

Lin Louqiang held back his tears and continued to read on. Perhaps because his emotions were too chaotic, he still hadn't found any inspiration by dinnertime when it was already dark. He temporarily put down the materials and read through the lyrics written by Yu Bingbing, but still found nothing.

"Xiao Lin, don't tire yourself out too much. It won't make much of a difference to take a day or two off. Come on, let's go eat together!" Xie Tieping patted his shoulder and said.

"Oh gosh, I almost forgot about it! Xiaolin, have you two sorted out your accommodation? If not, I can help you arrange it!" Xing Shaode lifted his head from the documents and slapped his forehead as he asked.

"When we arrive, the accommodation has already been arranged at the guesthouse in our county! The conditions of the guesthouse in the small county are definitely not very good. However, in this kind of environment, neither Lin Lou nor Yu Bingbing care. Even if the conditions are not good, is there anything worse than the frontline soldiers' cat ear hole?"

"That's great! Let's go, I'll take you out for a meal!" Xing Shaode took them to the canteen of the county government and treated them to a simple dinner.

After dinner, they returned to the office to continue working. Their county is close to the front line, so the related work is very busy. Therefore, the task of constructing the Martyrs' Cemetery can only rely on them. Coordinating supplies, arranging workers, and dealing with the intricate issues of workers' tools, food, and accommodation, it is extremely laborious. With just a few of them, working 48 hours a day is not enough. How could they possibly go back early to rest?

Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing also went back to the office with them to continue the unfinished work. Xing Shaode persuaded them for a few words, and seeing their resolute attitude, he stopped speaking.

After a while, the lights in the office went out. The power supply is not stable nowadays, especially in small towns like this. Xing Shaode and others are already used to it, so they lit the oil lamp and continued working.

Lin Lou continued to browse through the materials in the dim light, and as they say, perseverance pays off. After going through so much material, he finally found inspiration.

The heroic deeds of this fallen warrior reminded him of a classic photo from this war. Although the details of the deeds are different, the overall situation is similar.

This photo captures the "unfailing red flag" that will only appear next year!

I haven't been out for two months. It's my birthday next week, so I'll take a break and go relax for a few days. There will only be one update in the next few days. There's a picture of the Lerev Monument in the bonus chapter, which is really impressive.
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This years-long war has left countless stories of heroism and many deeply moving scenes. Among them, the most classic and widely spread are three sets of images.

The first photo is of the scout Zhou Qiubo, known for his toughness. He was captured before he was executed. He had ventured deep into enemy territory for reconnaissance and was captured after being concussed by enemy artillery. The enemy brought in foreign journalists to capture his fearful expression moments before his death.

When taking photos, they forced Zhou Qiubo to kneel down in an attempt to tarnish the image of our army and boost their own morale. However, this tough reconnaissance soldier knew this well and was determined not to kneel. He struggled to stand up with a look of anger in his eyes.

The second one is an oil painting, depicting a blindfolded soldier standing between the heavens and the earth. This soldier is Sergeant Shi Guangzhu, a "Class One Combat Hero." During the battle to retake Mount Lao, Shi Guangzhu, as the squad leader and acting platoon leader of a certain regiment, was wounded four times in eight different places while attacking enemy positions. He lost his left eye and had two shrapnel pieces embedded in his right eye, yet he persisted in commanding the battle. Under his leadership, the entire platoon captured the 57th and 50th high grounds, successfully completing the combat mission assigned by superior officers.

After the war, Shi Guangzhu was awarded the honorary title of "Combat Hero." His heroic deeds were also included in the comic book series "Brave Warriors: The Story of Shi Guangzhu," which is featured in the Border Youth Heroes comic library. Subsequently, a painter created this oil painting based on his deeds.

But the most famous one is the "Unbending Red Flag", which was taken during the Lissshanshan Battle on April 28, 1984. After our soldiers captured the main peak, they forcefully planted the red flag on it. At that time, the soldier had already sacrificed himself, and his body and the red flag formed a triangle, standing tall on the smoke-filled battlefield.

The photo, unlike the flag-raising images of the American and Soviet armies capturing Berlin, does not exhibit a sense of "victory" and instead conveys a solemn atmosphere, illustrating an ordinary People's Liberation Army soldier's understanding of loyalty.

In fact, there are many similar situations in wars. These three are just the most memorable ones, and many brave soldiers have done similar things. There is a story in the materials that Lin Lou is currently reading.

A martyr lying in this cemetery, like the flag bearer in the Battle of Two Mountains, firmly held the flagpole at the time of sacrifice and planted it in the enemy's position.

The Lerev Monument uses poetic techniques to express the commemoration of the martyrs. Since similar inspiration cannot be found now, it is also possible to record the heroic deeds of the martyrs in a realistic manner. Whether romantic or realistic, as long as the details are well done, the impact it brings to people will be the same in the end.

Having determined the direction, Linlou finally relaxed. At this time, Xing Shaode and the others also intended to go back to rest. So they extinguished the oil lamp and returned to the guesthouse with Yu Bingbing. When everything was settled and they lay on the bed, Linlou did not immediately fall asleep, but instead continued to refine various details in his mind.

The next day, instead of going to Xing Shaode's office, he followed Xie Tieping back to the scene of the martyrs' cemetery. He climbed from the bottom of the mountain to the top, and then descended from the other side, carefully surveyed the terrain using Xie Tingping's equipment, and then went back to the foot of the mountain, took out paper, pen, and drawing board, and began sketching carefully.

This time I need to be more serious than yesterday. Yesterday was just a preliminary sketch, but today I not only need to show my design concept, but also strictly control every detail.

The layout of the entire cemetery resembles a flag fluttering in the wind, covering the hillside, and the martyrs are laid to rest from bottom to top according to the time of their sacrifice.

Yesterday, it was only confirmed that stone steps and parapets would be used to build the cemetery. But in today's blueprint, the forest building has clearly marked the width and height of each stone step, as well as the number of martyrs that can be accommodated and the total number of steps needed.

He even drew the style of the tombstone, a black marble tombstone with a bright pentagon at the top, the photo of the martyr below the pentagon, the name, native place, birth and sacrifice time, military unit, enlistment time, and various heroic deeds of the martyr in the middle of the monument. When people come to the memorial ceremony, they will immediately see the glorious experience of the martyr.

However, Xie Tieping also mentioned yesterday that with the current economic conditions, there is simply no capability to use marble to make tombstones for all the martyrs. Looking up, one can only see some simple small mounds burying the martyrs on the hillside ahead. In front of the mounds, there is only a rough wooden board standing there, with the names of the martyrs written simply on it.

So Linlou proposed a second plan that is more in line with the current economic situation. The tombstones will be changed to be made of poured concrete, the pentagonal shape will remain, but the information about the martyrs will be reduced.

The temporary barrier can only be built using cement and bricks for now. When conditions permit in the future, they will be replaced with black marble and white Han white jade.

At the center of the square at the foot of the mountain, stands a monument with the theme of "Unyielding Red Flag". On the top of the monument, there is a group of sculptures depicting the brave fighting of the soldiers. The "Unyielding Red Flag" is positioned at the golden ratio point and is supported by a square pedestal at the bottom.

On the front, you can carve inscriptions such as "The People's Heroes are Immortal," while on the side, you can write brief introductions to the several battles they participated in, and so on.

Surrounding the monument are the tombs of the heroic warriors and first-class meritorious individuals. Their tombs differ from those on the mountain, protruding from the ground with black marble inlay in the middle, carved with red pentagons, the names of the martyrs, heroic titles, and their brave deeds.

The surrounding square is suitable for holding collective memorial activities. The entrance is at the end of the square. The top of the entrance gate is adorned with bright red five-pointed stars and the name of the martyrs' cemetery. The wall extends from both sides of the gate, from the foot of the mountain to the top, and reconnects at the mountaintop, protecting the peace of these martyrs.

By lunchtime, Lin Lou had completed the overall plan and began to draw detailed drawings, as well as renderings and so on. Xie Tieping, in the midst of his busy schedule, would occasionally come over to take a look. Many times, he would be so entranced upon looking that tears would well up in his eyes.

Then Xing Shaode and Liu Bing also rushed over after hearing the news. They didn't have much objection to the overall plan, thinking that the overall planning of the fluttering military flags and the martyrs cemetery were very coordinated, but they still had some doubts about the details.

"Lin, this plan of yours is indeed impressive! It's much better than any of the previous ones we have received! But there are a few minor issues. The first one is the cost, marble and white jade are just too expensive."

Linlou showed them the rendering of the cement tombstone. "We can use this method as a temporary measure for now. When the economic conditions improve in a few years and the Martyrs' Cemetery needs renovation, we can switch to using marble and white marble then!"

"That's possible!" Cement is also in high demand nowadays. Even if it becomes scarce, the Martyrs' Cemetery will not be short of it. In terms of cost, it is much lower than marble and Han Baiyu. According to the initial budget, it is completely affordable.

"Also, there is this monument! Lin, in my memory, the monuments in the martyrs cemetery are mostly square column-shaped, like the Monument to the People's Heroes! Is it appropriate for us to do it this way?" Sure enough, people are already accustomed to the style of the Monument to the People's Heroes, and are somewhat unaccustomed to other styles of monuments.

"Then do you think this monument has shown the loyalty and bravery of these martyrs? Does it highlight the indomitable spirit of these martyrs who fearlessly sacrificed themselves for the country and the people?" Lin Lou asked back.

They would definitely not deny this， so Lin continued, "What is the purpose of building monuments? It should be to showcase the spirits of the martyrs and inspire future generations to move forward, right?"

"Since the goal can be achieved, why not do it? Besides, not all monuments are square columns! For example, the monument built by the Soviet Union to commemorate the Battle of Stalingrad, the 'Motherland Calls' monument, is in the form of a sculpture!" Linlou took a new piece of paper and began sketching a draft of "Motherland Calls" for them.

While drawing, she introduced to them, "This monument is located on Mamayev Kurgan, a strategic location in the Battle of Stalingrad, and the monument itself is 85 meters tall, with a base weighing 800 tons."

"The main body of the monument is a sculpture symbolizing the mother, facing the surging Volga River, holding a sword in her right hand, weighing 14.6 tons; her left hand is in a beckoning gesture, pointing towards Berlin, calling on her heroic sons and daughters to charge into battle and annihilate the enemy. The entire statue is magnificent in scale and has now become the symbol of the entire city and even the entire Soviet Union."

Although there was a period of unpleasantness between China and the Soviet Union, it is even more unpleasant now because of this battle. However, the significance of the Second World War, as well as the contributions made by the Soviet Red Army to defeat ***, have not been denied by us.

In addition, Lin Lou's excellent painting skills effectively presented the grandeur of "Motherland is Calling," so Xie Tieping, Xing Shaode, Liu Bingcai, and others accepted the proposal for the sculptural memorial monument.

Looking at the "Motherland is Calling" on paper, Linlou suddenly thought of another huge building, the Statue of Liberty, which is 46 meters high, and reaches 92 meters including the base.

From an artistic perspective, the artistic standard of "The Motherland Calls" is absolutely not inferior to that of the Statue of Liberty, but its popularity is far behind.

Similarly, during the Second World War, the achievements of the Soviet Union far surpassed those of the United States. The significance of the Battle of Stalingrad even outweighed the Normandy landings. However, in the new century, due to the strong propaganda in Western countries, the achievements of the Soviet people seem to have been forgotten. People can only see Normandy in film and television works, with little mention of the Battle of Stalingrad.

Oh, it's not like there are none. For example, the movie "Enemy at the Gates," which tells the story of the Soviet sniper Vasily. It's just a pity that the French director has been smearing it. I don't understand why a Frenchman has the nerve to make a movie that smears Soviet soldiers in World War II. Why don't you make a film about the performance of the French army in World War II?

You don't need to deliberately smear them, just film according to history, and everyone will naturally know the true character of the French army at that time and the contrast with the Soviet Red Army.

They all felt that the plan proposed by Linlou was indeed better than the common column-shaped monument, but a new problem arose, "Lin, what material do you plan to use for this sculpture? Will the cost be too high?"

"Either marble or bronze, these two materials are the best. But to determine the most suitable one, I think I have to go back and make a small model first, and have a serious discussion about it." This sculpture is the soul of the entire cemetery. If it's even a little off, it will greatly diminish the overall effect.

"Lin, I won't even mention bronze for now. Marble alone is already quite expensive! How much would it cost for such a large monument? We don't have that much budget!" Alright, the passion that just arose immediately subsides, "In my opinion, it's better to build it in the shape of a square pillar!"

This is also the norm in the construction industry. Cost is the most crucial issue. Your proposal may be excellent, but if it exceeds the budget, then there's nothing more to say. Hurry up and revise the plan!

The Lin Building has long since decided how to solve this problem. "You don't need to worry about this! I called Beijing yesterday and contacted several famous sculptors in Beijing. When they heard that we wanted to build a monument for the martyrs' cemetery, they immediately offered to help for free without saying a word. As for the material costs and transportation expenses, you don't need to worry about them either. They have also found someone to provide them for free!"

Among the artists who frequent the Linlou Salon, there are indeed a few young sculptors whose skills are quite good, enough to undertake this task. As for the materials cost and freight, Linlou will naturally bear the responsibility.

If you directly donate money, it may not be very appropriate. But if we don't do something for these martyrs, I really can't live with myself. Then I thought of this.

After the plan was finalized, Yu Bingbing consulted with her father, who agreed to the arrangement and even expressed gratitude to Lin Lou. Upon hearing this, the young sculptors immediately agreed and promised to start working on the design as soon as Lin Lou returned to Beijing and reviewed the sketches.

There's no need to worry about the materials, whether it's bronze or marble, granite, or anything else, you can always buy them with money. If they are in short supply, Linlou can also accept payment in US dollars.

After Xing Shaode, Xie Tieping, and Liu Bingcai listened, they naturally felt extremely grateful. Without the expenses of the monument, the remaining funds can be used to build better tombstones for the martyrs.

Lin Lou stayed here for a few more days and completed all the construction drawings to hand over to Xing Shaode and the others, "Okay, you can proceed with the construction according to these drawings! I'll go back to Beijing to take care of the monument, and once it's done, I'll have it shipped to you!"

"Xiao Lou, I really appreciate your help this time!" Xing Shaode tightly held his hand and refused to let go, while Xie Tieping gave him a solemn military salute.

Put pictures in the bonus chapter.
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"I said I would be out for ten days, but ended up taking you out for so long. When I get to your place later, I reckon your parents will definitely scold me to death!" Lin Lou expressed some worry as he got off the plane.

"You did tell them, and my dad is quite supportive of you! Don't worry," Yu Bing Bing comforted, then when the two of them left the passenger exit, they saw Yu Bing Bing's mother and a middle-aged man with a serious look standing there.

Whoa, I haven't even reached her house yet and I've already run into them. I hope they won't start arguing here. No need to guess, the person next to him must be Yu Bingbing's father, Yu Jishan.

"Dad, Mom, how come you're here?" Yu Bingbing hurriedly walked up to meet them.

"Being away for so long and going to a place so close to the front line, how can we not worry?" Mother held Yu Bingbing's hand, full of concern. "You must have suffered over there, right?"

"Hello uncle, hello aunt. It's all my fault for making you both worry!" Lin Lou quickly went up to apologize. Yang Mo had intended to come over and help him with the luggage, but seeing this scene, he quickly stopped in his tracks.

"If it had been delayed for something else, I would have to say something to you, but you handled this matter very well! Good job, young man!" Yu Ji Shan patted Lin Lou on the shoulder, and a smile appeared on his face.

Lin Lou breathed a sigh of relief, "They did so much for us, even sacrificed their lives. What have I done in comparison?" The memory of what he had seen on the border of Yunnan brought a hint of redness to Lin Lou's eyes.

"I've experienced such things a lot. If you young people can think of these things, it means their sacrifices were not in vain!" After chatting for a while, Yu Jichuan asked them to leave. "Alright, this is not the place to talk. Let's go back and talk."

"You come with us. Your aunt is also prepared to treat you both and give you a little reward!" With an unwavering tone, Yu Jichuan left, and Linlou had no choice but to follow him. Then, he waved his hand, indicating for Yang Mo to go back on his own.

Enter the courtyard and stop at the door of the Yu Jishan family. After entering, Yu Bingbing went to the kitchen to help his mother, while Lin Lou and Yu Jishan sat on the sofa chatting. The house is quite spacious, with a small garden outside the living room. Sitting on the sofa, you can see the flowers and plants in the garden. However, Lin Lou is not in the mood to appreciate it now.

Although Yu Ji Shan had a serious expression, he spoke in a gentle manner, casually asking about the situation at the Lin family's house and Lin Lou's life at school. Gradually, Lin Lou relaxed and began to talk about his experiences over the past few years.

Upon hearing that Linlou won a major award abroad, Yu Jishan revealed a rare smile and said, "Great, it's time for those foreigners to know that we Chinese are just as good as them."

Upon hearing that Lin is participating in the bidding work for the Asian Games, he became even happier, "If the bid is successful, we will be able to watch the Asian Games right at our doorstep!"

I didn't expect him to be a sports fan. He enthusiastically talked to Linlou about his experience of going to the stadium to watch the game. Time flew by without anyone noticing, and Yu Bingbing and his mother had already prepared the meal and called them over to eat.

"Come, Xiaolou, try this. This was made by Bing Bing!" At the dinner table, Bing Bing's mother kept serving him dishes, while Yujishan brought out a bottle of wine. He not only had to eat, but also had to accompany Yujishan to drink, making Linlou a little overwhelmed.

After finishing the meal, Linlou wanted to help with the cleaning, but was stopped by Yu Jishan. "Alright, let them take care of it, and tell me about the Asian Games sports venues."

I chatted with Linlou for a while, then let him go and had the driver take him back to the courtyard. As soon as he went in, he saw those sculptors waiting inside.

"Hurry up, take out the blueprints. Let's discuss how we can complete this project successfully!" They didn't ask Linlou why he came back so late, probably because Yang Mo had already told them.

"Xiaolou, why didn't you call us? We could have flown to Yunnan to help you!" Li Qingxi and the others were full of complaints, they all wanted to do something for these martyrs.

"Thinking that you are all busy, I didn't want to disturb you. Besides, this project isn't big, I can handle it on my own!" Lin Lou took out the blueprints from the box and explained it in detail to them after opening it.

"This kind of monument is quite rare. Did the inspiration come from 'Motherland is Calling'?" Li Qingxi and others recognized the origin of this monument.

The painting skills of Linlou are considered a bit craftsman-like by some sculptors, but it's alright. The essential connotation and spirit have been expressed. They gathered together and started using sculpture clay to modify it based on Linlou's work.

The mud in their hands seemed to come alive, constantly changing shapes. Before long, the shape of the undropped red flag had gradually emerged. Although it wasn't finished yet, just looking at it could make one feel that it had a bit more vitality than Linlou's drawings.

But then there was a bit of trouble. When it came to detailing, several sculptors actually started arguing, each insisting on their own opinions and refusing to back down.

They did not try to persuade Lin and the others. It's just like when designing a building - everyone has different opinions, and one must present convincing reasons in order to persuade others. Furthermore, such debates can be beneficial as they can spark inspiration through collision and produce better solutions.

They are like this now, arguing and arguing, until someone is too lazy to speak. Architects speak with blueprints, and sculptors naturally speak with sculptures. So the clay in his hands began to deform again, showing new details.

The two remaining architects fell silent for a moment, circled around the clay sculpture twice, carefully examining every detail, then suddenly reached out and made slight adjustments. As a result, the argument turned into a sculpture. The three of them continued to adjust the clay sculpture together, and as the sky grew darker, they became more and more energetic.

"They have always been like this. You'll get used to it after being around them for a while. Judging from their posture, it looks like they won't resolve anything through arguing tonight. You've just come back, you're probably tired. Go upstairs and rest early!" Li Qingxi said with a smile.

"Okay, let's talk about it tomorrow morning! They are all entrusted to you for arrangement! Just stay here for a while!" Lin yawned and then went upstairs unsteadily.

Upon waking up and finishing my morning routine, I went downstairs to find something to eat. To my surprise, I found a clay sculpture covered with cloth on the table in the yard. I lifted the cloth and saw a memorial statue with modified details, which left a strong impression on Lin Lou. The overall design remained faithful to his vision, but the additional details and modified lines added a livelier touch to the sculpture.

The muscle lines are more smooth, the characters are more vivid, and a strong, iron-blooded killing intent is coming towards you. Lin Lou seems to hear the roar of the martyrs before their sacrifice.

Done, graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts, truly remarkable! Lin Lou couldn't help but praise, compared to these professionals, he might be good at composition, but when it comes to understanding human body structure and muscle lines, he is far behind. Central Academy students have probably drawn countless human figure sketches, so they understand these things very well.

So they can produce such expressive works, and Linlou did not feel jealous because of this. Different responsibilities have their own strengths and weaknesses. You ask them to make a sculpture, and they would definitely do a better job than you, but if you ask them to design and plan the entire cemetery, they wouldn't be able to compare to you.

"Xiaolou, are you awake? Saves me from calling out for you! Here, have a few freshly steamed buns!" Xu Jiaping came in from the door carrying a big bag of buns.

"Thank you. By the way, where are the others? I'll go and call them to come and have something to eat." Lin took the buns and prepared to call for the others.

"Don't disturb them. They were making a ruckus until who knows when last night. When I got up at three o'clock, I could still hear them arguing outside. Let them sleep a little longer!"

Lin Lou stopped for a moment and then stared at Xu Jiaping for quite a while. "How old are you? You need to get up at night? Your back isn't strong enough? Is it because you've been eating too much government-supplied food?" Xu Jiaping was a bit puzzled by this. "What's wrong? Do I have chives stuck in my teeth?"

After a while, everyone gradually arrived. Lin talked to them about their recent work situation and before anyone knew it, it was time for lunch. The three sculptors finally woke up as well.

After finishing lunch, Lin asked, "Is this the final plan? Can we start the formal production soon? What material would be suitable? Feel free to voice any requirements."

"It's almost settled, just a few minor details that need to be adjusted, but it won't affect the preparation work. After discussing among ourselves, we still think it's better to use bronze, after all, the metallic luster is stronger and the lines can be made more elegant, which is more suitable for representing the feeling of the military flag fluttering in the wind."

"However, using bronze would be too costly! Granite can also be used, and the effect can be achieved, although it may not be as good as bronze," said Ma Yue, the oldest among them.

According to the specifications provided by Linlou, the sculpture needs to be ten meters high, all made of bronze. Even if it's not solid, the amount of bronze needed for this would still be calculated in tons. The current price of copper is so expensive!

"Would bronze work well with the base?" Linlou asked. The base does not need to be cast in bronze, and it needs to be inscribed with inscriptions and reliefs, so bronze is not very suitable for that.

"No problem, we have also considered this, and the combination of bronze sculpture with a granite base is quite common in the world of sculpture," explained Ma Yue.

"No problem! I'll take care of the copper material issue. Just let me know the quantity, specifications, and anything else you need, and I'll prepare it for you!" Lin enthusiastically agreed.

Ma Yue and the other two sculptors were excitedly rubbing their hands. For young sculptors like them, being able to complete such a large-scale giant sculpture was also very rare.

Nowadays, it is not the same as in the future. Even a small county town can have the ability to create large-scale landscape sculptures that are tens of meters high. At that time, professors in the sculpture department of art academies could make a lot of money. They could hardly keep up with the projects they took on outside. After that, they would hand it over to the students to complete, and they could just sit back and collect the money.

Nowadays, the problem of subsistence has not been completely solved. People are unwilling to spend too much money on aesthetics, so Ma Yue and others do not receive many jobs usually, even fewer of such large scale.

They wrote the list of requirements to Linlou and quickly went back to prepare. To complete such a large sculpture, a regular studio and equipment won't do.

Of course, such a large sculpture is not cast in one go, but rather divided into small sections to be cast separately. After completion, the sections will be assembled on site. Therefore, transportation is not an issue. First, have Qibaocheng help transport it by train to the nearest train station to the Martyrs' Cemetery, then have Xing Shaode and the others use a truck to transport it from there.

Just leave the copper material issue to Lin Sheng to handle. He has been following Chen Dejiang for so long and is already familiar with the ways of Beijing. Just call him over and talk about it, and he'll come up with a solution in no time.

"No problem! There happens to be a non-ferrous metal company recently that wants to buy tiles from us to decorate their office building. I'll go talk to them. We probably won't even need to spend money - we can just exchange the tiles with them! They will probably have to thank us for that! Money is tight these days, so it's simpler to trade goods for goods."

As for the money, it can be deducted directly from the dividends owed to Linlou by the tile factory, so he doesn't need to pay anything.

In just two days, Lin Sheng had everything settled. The non-ferrous metal company personally sent a car to deliver the copper to the location designated by Ma Yue. They immediately got busy as soon as they arrived.

As for the granite base, there is no need to carve it in the capital. It can be directly completed in Yunnan. If it's done in the capital and then shipped over, the shipping cost will be more expensive than the material itself. By then, Ma Yue and the others can go together, carve the base and complete the sculpture assembly, to get it all done at once.

Lin Sheng also told Lin Lou about the situation of the tile factory. They have already selected a location outside the city and estimated that they will be able to get everything settled soon, producing more and higher quality tiles.

After coming out from Ma Yue's place, Linlou hurried to attend the meeting. He had already missed two meetings, and this time he had to go no matter what. Fortunately, the leaders knew why he had been absent and not only did they not blame him, but they also commended him.

At the meeting, Lin discussed all the things he has been considering lately and provided some inspiration, which made everyone more prepared for the preparation work of the Asian Games venues and other buildings.

The day after the meeting ended, Lin had to rush back to school to report. Unconsciously, he had already reached his senior year. Upon entering the campus, he could see that many familiar classmates had expressions that were noticeably different from before when they were completing the registration process, showing a hint of worry and loss.

However, there is another group of people whose faces are full of excitement.
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It is definitely not the freshmen of the first year. The freshmen of the first year will not come to report until tomorrow. These excited students are all crowded around the school's bulletin board, where a new notice is posted about the Shuangmu Scholarship.

"This scholarship is donated by outstanding alumni of Tsinghua University. It is used to commend outstanding students who have excelled in both conduct and academics in the previous semester. Undergraduate students, graduate students, and doctoral students of the entire university are eligible to participate in the selection. There are 100 first prize winners, each receiving a prize of 300 RMB; 200 second prize winners, each receiving a prize of 200 RMB; and 400 third prize winners, each receiving a prize of 100 RMB..."

"Three hundred yuan! That's more than our annual subsidy, and it's in cash! If someone gets it, they'll really hit the jackpot!"

"Ah, I dare not even think about 300 yuan, but there is also a 100 yuan third-class scholarship! I should at least be able to get a third-class prize, right?"

Nowadays, there are also scholarships in universities, but the amount is not much, equivalent to only one or two months of allowance. Now this newly established scholarship unexpectedly offers a minimum of one hundred yuan. Everyone was amazed, fantasizing about what they could do if they were lucky enough to receive this scholarship.

Even with a third-tier scholarship, it should be enough to buy a nice watch with some money left over, right? When I put on that shiny watch on my wrist and wear a white shirt, I will be the most handsome guy wherever I go, maybe even catch some girl's eye.

If it's based on academic performance, I should have a chance to receive a first-class scholarship, right? Then I can send 100 yuan back home, which will make things a lot easier for my parents! With the remaining money, I can buy a bicycle to make it more convenient to go to the library. If there's anything left, I'll save it and buy some things for my family during the Chinese New Year.

Many people have started to calculate, based on their performance and grades from last semester, what level of scholarship they can receive, and how to use it after receiving the scholarship!

"I really wonder, why is this scholarship called the Shuangmu Scholarship? Is there any meaning behind this name? Also, why does it only mention outstanding alumni donating, but not specifically who donated?" someone asked curiously.

"Two pieces of wood make a forest. I reckon the senior who made the donation is surnamed Lin, right? As for why the name isn't written, I don't know. But it's very likely that it's at the request of this senior, otherwise the school would definitely have it written. After all, they donated so much money!" Someone did guess the reason.

The fact is that the school definitely wanted to put Lin Qiao's name on it, but Lin Building considered that they were still studying at Tsinghua and had not graduated yet. It would be inconvenient if people knew about it, so they gave up.

"I calculate, the first prize is 300 yuan, and there are 100 places in the whole school, which is 30,000 yuan; then the second prize is 200 yuan, and there are 200 places in the whole school, which is 40,000 yuan; the third prize is 100 yuan, and there are a total of 400 places in the whole school, which is also 40,000 yuan! Wow, it's 110,000 yuan in just one semester, and if it's distributed every semester, it's 220,000 yuan a year. Who is this senior or senior sister? So rich?" With a little calculation, everyone was shocked.

Nowadays, being a millionaire can still shock and impress people. The annual expenses of the scholarship set up by Lin Building alone can match the wealth of twenty-two millionaires, which is indeed quite staggering.

They still don't know that Lin Lou and Lin Qiao donated 1.5 million dollars worth of computers and equipment to Tsinghua University. If they knew, they would certainly be even more surprised.

"I understand why their names were not disclosed. Just think about it, if their relatives found out, what would happen? People who come to borrow money will have to travel several miles to visit them!"

"Regardless of the reason, we should remember the kindness of these senior brothers or sisters. If we find out who they are in the future and have the chance to meet them, I will definitely express my gratitude." Everyone is very grateful for the behavior of Lin Lou and Lin Qiao.

The school's teachers also saw this notice, and their feelings about it were more complicated. Most of them admired the actions of these two, but a few more conservative ones also expressed concerns, thinking that giving out so many scholarships to students all at once might not be a good thing. They are worried that the students might spend the money recklessly and develop a negative view towards money.

Just thinking about how much equipment they donated to the school, they couldn't say anything. They were still using the computers donated by Lin Qiao.

"Scholarship!" Wang Hui and Liu Di also saw the crowded people in front of the bulletin board, curiously squeezed in to take a look, and immediately started to calculate, "I estimate that at most it's just a third-class prize. Liu Di, you should be able to get a first-class prize, right?"

"It's hard to say. Our school has more than ten thousand students in total, and there are only seven hundred scholarships available. That's about five percent chance of winning. The first prize is less than one percent. If it's distributed based on the average of the departments, I definitely won't get the first prize!" He immediately thought of Lin Building. If their architecture department only has one spot for their year, it must be for Lin Building.

"You can't calculate it like this. You forget that the seniors from the previous year have already graduated, so it doesn't make sense to continue giving them scholarships. The freshmen who just entered don't qualify for scholarship evaluation, so all of a sudden, there are two thousand fewer competitors. In that case, the overall coverage rate of scholarships can reach around 70-80%, and the first-class scholarship is close to 20%!"

Wang Hui carefully calculated and said, "If we calculate it this way, our department might have two to three spots, so your chances are still very good!"

"Moreover, it requires excellent moral and academic performance. It's not just about grades, but also other aspects. Let's not talk about Lin Lou. Although Zheng Weiming has better grades than you, he hasn't served as a class leader. In terms of overall evaluation, it's not certain whether he is higher than you. Who knows, you might just be the one to receive this first prize."

Although Lin has barely taken any exams since entering university, he always gets the highest scores in the class. While he may not hold any leadership positions, he attended the meeting of the Asian Games bid committee last semester and collaborated with renowned architect Kisho Kurokawa on the design of the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendship Exchange Center. Who would accept a lower score for him based on his daily performance alone?

So no matter how you calculate it, Lin Lou is bound to win a first prize; apart from Lin Lou, the best performers in the architecture department are Zheng Weiming and Liu Di. Zheng Weiming is definitely worthy of being a potential academician, with impeccable academic performance. However, he is solely dedicated to his studies and often helps out in Lin Lou in his spare time, resulting in his limited involvement in class affairs.

"Hopefully!" Liu Di calculated for himself and indeed, for him, three hundred yuan was quite a lot. However, what he cared more about was the honor. If he could win the first prize, would it give him an advantage in work assignment for his senior year?

After carefully reading through the selection criteria on the notice, and confirming that they should have a chance, Liudi and Wang Hui left and returned to the dormitory. The others were equally enthusiastic, discussing the issue of scholarships and analyzing who in the class was most likely to win.

At night, the fixed program before the start of the semester, the class meeting, was still ongoing. Zhou Ruiqiong first talked to them about what they needed to do after entering their senior year, and then addressed the issues that concerned them the most.

"The selection and review process for the Shuangmu Scholarship has already been completed during the summer vacation. The allocation of scholarships for our class has been finalized. I will post the results on the notice board later, so you can go and check if your name is on the list. If you have any questions, feel free to come and talk to me."

"The list will be made public for two weeks. If there are no issues during this period, the distribution will be officially carried out, and a distribution ceremony will be held for the whole school. If there are any changes, we will provide convincing reasons."

"Alright, that's it for today's meeting. Wenxuan and Xuyingxue, come over and help me post the list!" With that, the meeting concluded.

However, the students who participated in the meeting were reluctant to leave. With a rush, they poured out of the classroom and crowded into the corridor of the architectural teaching building. They eagerly watched as Wen Xuansi and Xu Yingxue received the scholarship list from Zhou Ruiqiong and prepared to paste it on the wall.

"You guys carry on! I have some things to take care of, so I'll take off first!" Linlou was already aware of the result, so he said goodbye to his roommates and left, ready to go to Ma Yue's studio to take a look.

"Huazi, you're tall, hurry and take a look. Wei Ming should have won first prize, right? I'm guessing you might get third prize, I'll be doomed, probably won't get anything!" Huang Yaxiang nudged Xing Ruhua's arm.

"Look, don't worry, the poster from Lao Wen's group hasn't been put up yet!" Xing Ruhua tiptoed and stretched her neck eagerly, hoping to save the scholarship money for this semester and strive for another one. That way, by next summer before the internship at the company, she would have enough money to travel outside.

During the past two summer vacations, although he also went out for inspiration, due to the part-time job at the railway department, he did not have nearly as many opportunities for inspiration as Zheng Weiming and Wen Xuansi.

Over the past two years, Xing Ruhua has clearly felt that every time he returns from a field trip, they have made considerable progress. Meanwhile, in many aspects, he has fallen behind Zheng Weiming and Wen Xuansi. This is very likely due to the infrequency of his field trips and his lack of a broad perspective compared to theirs.

I am about to graduate soon, and I must seize the time to make up for this. After starting work, I won't have such a long summer vacation.

"Alright, everyone take a good look. If you have any suggestions, remember to find Teacher Zhou." Wenxuan and Xuying handled the matter efficiently and quickly pasted up the list.

"There are two first prize scholarships in our class, one is Zheng Weiming, and the other is... Liu Di. Huh? Teacher Zhou, this isn't right, isn't it? How come Lin Lou didn't get an award!" Everyone's first reaction was to go and see the recipients of the first prize scholarship. Upon seeing, they were all stunned. Regardless of the selection criteria, there is no reason to overlook Lin Lou, right?

When it comes to academic performance, there's no dispute that he is the number one. When it comes to other contributions, he has done so many projects last semester, and also made efforts for the Asian Games. This is much stronger than being a class cadre and organizing some small activities, right?

"This is not the school not giving the award to student Lin Lou, but it's him voluntarily choosing not to participate in the selection. Honestly, given Lin Lou's level, it's not quite suitable for him to compete with you for this scholarship." Zhou Ruiqiong did not mention that this scholarship was actually sponsored by Lin Lou's brother, but only provided an explanation from this perspective.

Oh, people really can't argue with that. Yeah, they've won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects, and even collaborated on designs with architectural master Kisho Kurokawa. It seems like they're a rising star in the international architecture scene. It's a bit humbling to compete with them for scholarships.

Liu Di eagerly looked at the rating data behind the list. Although Zheng Weiming was a class cadre, his exam scores last year were much better than his own. What's more, he also scored points for publishing papers in academic journals. His overall score was much higher than his own, not by a small margin.

So, am I supposed to give up my first prize scholarship for Lin Lou? The thought made Liu Di feel really uncomfortable, but no one else in the dorm knew about it and they happily put their arms around him, making Liu Di even more depressed.

"I got the third prize scholarship, Xiangzi, you also got third place! That paper from last year helped you get a few extra points! Just barely made the cut!" Xing Ruhua searched the names of his roommates on the list. Besides the two of them, Wen Xuansi and Yin Songming received second prize, while Su Zhongming and Ma Yong also received third prize.

The dorm where Lin lives, apart from him, all the residents received awards. The proportion is quite high, but when you look at their scores, not only do they have good exam results, they also have many extra credit items. Lin also guided them in writing many papers last year and helped them with their submissions. Just based on these, he can compete with others who are class leaders and participate in social activities to earn extra points.

Others originally wanted to question it, but after seeing the specific scores, they didn't say anything. Many of them also found it difficult to read the papers, but others have already started publishing papers.

The corridor became increasingly noisy, and everyone watched the jubilant award winners with envy in their eyes. Even the lowest level of scholarship has one hundred yuan, enough to buy so many things! If I won an award, I would definitely go to the cafeteria every day and eat braised pork belly! Three meals a day, so satisfying!

"Don't just envy it. The Shuangmu Scholarship will be available every semester in the future. If you want it, focus on your studies this semester, participate in more activities..." Zhou Ruiqiong improvised and encouraged everyone.

The next day in class, as usual, Lin Lou planned to come over and greet the teachers before heading over. Along the way, everywhere could be heard everyone discussing scholarship issues.

When passing by the large teaching building, I happened to run into Yu Bingbing coming here for class. She walked over with a big smile and said, "I got the first prize scholarship. I'll treat you to a meal later! Think about what you want to eat!"

"Sure!" Lin Lou readily agreed, but then he thought, "Wait, isn't he using my money to treat me to dinner?"
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After half a month, the scholarship was issued as scheduled. Lin Lou hadn't had the chance to go out to eat with Yu Bingbing yet, when Xing Ruhua, Su Zhongming, and Ma Yong came up and said, "Xiaolou, we want to treat everyone to a meal!"

"Ah? There's no need, right? It's not like it's a special occasion, why suddenly invite me to dinner?" Lin Lou was a bit puzzled. In the world later, after receiving a scholarship, it was almost customary to treat to a meal, but it's not so popular now.

"Xiaolou, listen to me! Among the three of us in the dorm, our families are the most tight on money. The others not only receive subsidies, but also get money sent from home every month. We need to be frugal with our subsidies and even send money back home to support our families. The expenses in our architecture department are high - even paper and pens cost money, and we have to go out for sketching trips. So even if you help us find a job, we still have to live very tightly."

"This time is different, now that I've received the scholarship! And with the wages from my summer part-time job, we have quite a bit of money, so I'm thinking of treating our brothers to a meal."

"Yeah, I'm not good at talking, but the brothers are good to us. We remember their kindness! Not only do they not look down on our poor family background, but they also help us find jobs and guide us in our major courses! We are so lucky to meet such good roommates! If you don't agree, we would feel really bad!"

The kids from a humble background tend to be more sensitive and self-respecting. When we were together, most of the time it was Lin Lou who treated us. Occasionally, Wen Xuan Si and Zheng Weiming would also treat us once or twice. Even though everyone gets along well and never said anything, Xing Ruhua and the others all remember it in their hearts.

"Sure, the weather is nice now. Let's buy some meat and vegetables, grab a few bottles of beer, and have a barbecue in the yard, just like we used to!" Linlou knew that sometimes accepting others' good intentions is also a virtue. In this situation, refusing would hurt their pride.

"Okay, let's do it this Saturday night! It's perfect because we don't have classes the next day, so we can sleep in if we drink too much! By the way, let's also invite a few teachers to join us! The more people, the more lively it will be!" When they heard Lin enthusiastically agree, their anxieties were finally relieved, and they quickly went to inform their other dorm mates and a few teachers.

On Saturday, the courtyard was bustling with activity again. Xing Ruhua and the others brought out the barbecue grill, skewered their purchased vegetables and meats, and lit the charcoal to start grilling. Soon, the fragrance wafted through the air.

After the first batch was cooked, Lin tasted it and found that the heat and seasoning were just right. After all, they had been barbecuing here for three years, and everyone had honed their skills! If they were to set up a stall outside, they could potentially earn more than working in a construction design institute. In the institute, they would only receive a fixed salary, but it's a different story running a barbecue stall outside.

Nowadays, there are not many barbecue stalls in the capital city, so there is little competition. With this kind of flavor, you can definitely make money by going out; of course, in terms of social status, the two are very different.

In this day and age, having a job and not having one are completely different concepts. Working in a formal job, whether it's dealing with illness or sending kids to school, there is always a company supporting you in the background, completely relieving you from worries. Many people who have worked in formal jobs for their entire lives may not be wealthy, but many can proudly say, "I have never asked anyone for help in my whole life!"

As a street vendor, although they earn more, there's no guarantee. When something happens, they have to lower themselves and ask for help everywhere. Just like doctors, the older they get, the more popular they become in the construction industry. They are also highly talented graduates from Tsinghua University. In ten or twenty years, it's very likely that they could become the director of a design institute or start their own architectural firm. Then they will have both substance and face.

After a few glasses of wine, the atmosphere in the courtyard became even livelier. Everyone was chatting and laughing, and when in the mood, they started singing loudly. Fortunately, Linlou is in a remote area with not many neighbors around, or else they would have protested.

However, on the other hand, things are different now and in the future. People pay a lot of attention to neighborly relationships. If there are really neighbors next door, we would definitely invite them over and have a chat. Who knows, maybe the neighbors will join us in singing.

Several teachers ate and drank for a while, filled their stomachs, and then left. They were also very clear that with teachers around, students wouldn't be able to relax. Since it's their special day today, let them have some fun!

"Ah, time really flies. Sometimes when I think back, it feels like freshman year orientation was just yesterday, but then I wake up and realize that we are already seniors!" Once the teacher left, everyone relaxed a bit and started chatting about recent happenings.

"We still have a long way to go, we still have senior year after graduating from the fourth year! My friends from other departments have started to worry about job placement after graduation! Especially those who are secretly dating, they are afraid of being assigned to different cities from their partners! If they are separated, it will be difficult for them to be transferred together again!" The scenes seen during the start of the school made Wenxuan deeply impressed.

"This time passes quickly when spoken, and slowly when thought about! By this time next year, we should also consider these questions! Oh, by the way, where do you all want to go, and which department do you want to join?" It seemed that Huang Yaxiang had been contemplating this matter for the past few days, and he immediately brought up this topic when he heard it.

"The Xiaolou doesn't need to worry, he can go wherever he wants, right? Oh, by the way, we graduated in 1985, by then the results of the Asian Games bidding should have come out, we will definitely win, by then Xiaolou will definitely be transferred to the organizing committee, specifically responsible for the venue design work!"

"Xiaolou, when the 1990 Asian Games are officially held, if I have time to come and watch, can you help me get some tickets? I want to watch the basketball game!" Xing Ruhua's love for basketball is unwavering.

"No problem, I will help you get some tickets for the men's basketball finals. We can all go together and cheer for the Chinese men's basketball team!" Linlou is full of confidence in the strength of the Chinese men's basketball team and believes that they will definitely make it to the finals.

But which players will come then? Yao Ming and Wang Zhizhi are still young, and Liu Yudong hasn't been selected for the national team yet, right? If we calculate by age, it might be players like Guo Shiqiang and Wang Fei.

"From 1985 to 1990, it happens to be our five-year graduation anniversary. We must gather together and everyone must come, and bring your wives and children too. Let's make sure to contact each other in advance!" Wenxuan said enthusiastically.

"Sure, we must go! But don't digress, we haven't mentioned which unit you want to go to! We won't have to mention Xiaolou, let's start with you, Weiming!" Huang Yaxiang looked at Zheng Weiming.

"I feel that I haven't learned enough yet. When I am in my final year, I want to try applying to study abroad, to go to the United States or a European architecture school for a few years!" Like his memory of the Andalin Building, the future academician Zheng Weiming chose to study abroad. If nothing unexpected happens, he will definitely have the opportunity to go to a prestigious architecture department to pursue a master's degree.

Even if something unexpected happens, it's alright. I can help him to make some connections, or ask I.M. Pei for help to introduce him to Harvard, or find Jean Nouvel to let him study at the Paris Architecture Institute, just like Wang Yuanxi, a student.

" Ambitious! In the future, let's get a Ph.D. and show off to others when we meet them outside!" Wenxuan raised his thumb and slapped Zheng Weiming's shoulder hard.

"I grew up in Beijing since I was young. My relatives and friends are all in Beijing, and I am used to the flavors of old Beijing. I definitely wouldn't adapt well in other places! After graduation, I definitely want to stay in Beijing!" Without waiting for others to ask, Wenxuan took the initiative to express his intentions.

"There shouldn't be a problem for you to stay in Beijing! There are so many architectural design units in Beijing, and they ask our school for people every year. Plus, there's a policy for people to come and go from there. You'll definitely be able to stay in Beijing!"

The distribution during this period emphasizes obedience, and pays less attention to an individual's career interests, professional skills, hobbies, abilities, specialties, and employment requirements. However, this also depends on the organization. For example, would an architectural design institute let a Chinese literature major do the drawing? Therefore, professional and technical personnel will still choose students majoring in related fields.

As the top-ranked architecture department in the country, Tsinghua's architecture graduates have always been sought after by various architectural design firms. It's basically not a problem for Wen Xuan to stay in Beijing, unless he has done something illegal or violated discipline before graduation, leading to expulsion from the school.

"I feel just like Lao Wen, no matter where I go, I feel at home! I hope I can go back to the Northeast! If I really can, when you guys go on business trips to the Northeast, I'll treat you to iron pot stewed goose and Chagan Lake fathead fish!" Yin Mingsong is really one of Wang Bingbing's fellow villagers, and shares the same interests as him."

Lin Lou was not surprised by his decision. Yin Mingsong comes from a state-owned enterprise family and children from such families often feel that it's better to stay at home rather than go elsewhere. Moreover, he has a degree, many connections and a wide network in Changchun. His career development will also be very smooth after returning home.

"Laohuang, do you also want to return to Guangzhou?" Wenxuan asked, many people from different parts of the country would feel that Beijing is the best city in China, but there are a few exceptions, Shanghai and Guangzhou are naturally so, perhaps Chengdu can be added as well.

"I plan to return to Guangdong, but not to Guangzhou. I want to go to the special economic zone! The development of the special economic zone is now in full swing. I think if I go to Shenzhen, there will definitely be more opportunities than in other cities! Moreover, you all should know about the speed of Shenzhen, right? The same project may take one or two years to complete in other places, but only three months in Shenzhen!"

On October 8, 1981, China First Metallurgical Construction Group broke ground for the Guoshang Building. In April 1982, the International Business Center was completed 94 days ahead of schedule, setting the record for "Shenzhen speed" with an average of less than 5 days per floor. This achievement was highly praised by the then Vice Mayor of Shenzhen, Luo Changren, and earned a bonus of 940,000 Hong Kong dollars, causing a sensation nationwide.

At that time, they were in the second semester of their sophomore year. When the news came out, the teachers and students were still having a serious discussion in the classroom, leaving a deep impression on them.

"You see, the building I designed was completed in three months. I can move on to design the next project, so I can handle three, even four or five projects in a year! I can gain experience much faster than you all!" Huang Yaxiang thought it through very clearly. He knew that the field of architectural design requires a lot of experience, so he chose a city where he could gain experience the fastest.

I probably won't catch up with Xiao Lou, but don't underestimate me. Although Zheng Weiming and you perform better academically, once I go to Shenzhen, I'll accumulate experience much faster than you. With one or two years of effort, I'll definitely catch up with you.

"In the field of architectural design in Guangdong, it is greatly influenced by the South China University of Technology, and the design style is somewhat different from the northern part of China! If you want to establish yourself in Shenzhen and achieve something, it's best to understand the works of those masters from the South China University of Technology in advance, such as Professor He Jingtang..." Linlou reminded.

South China Institute of Technology is the future South China University of Technology, one of the famous "Old Eight" schools in the field of architecture. Academician He Jingtang and Academician Wu Shuoxian are the two leading figures of the School of Architecture of South China University of Technology.

The China Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo was designed by Academician He Jing Tang, who graduated from the South China Institute of Technology and is currently teaching there. Academician Wu Shuoxian, on the other hand, is a senior at Tsinghua University who just earned his doctoral degree this year and is not yet well-known.

"During my summer vacation, I have been traveling around Guangdong for inspiration, so I am quite familiar with the style of South China University of Technology," said Huang Yaxiang confidently. It seems he has been preparing for a long time.

"That's good. Actually, there's no need to worry. Shenzhen is quite different from other cities in Guangdong. The architecture there is mainly modern in style, and the local characteristics are not as pronounced as in other cities in Guangdong." Lin nodded and said, "Of course, it wouldn't hurt for Huang Yaxiang to take a look around and learn more. He definitely won't only design in Shenzhen."

"My mother is not feeling well. I want to go back to Jiangxi to take care of her! In fact, when I went back during summer vacation, the provincial hospital specifically asked for my opinion. If I'm willing, they will help me to fight for it!" said Ma Yong from Jiangxi. "We don't have iron pot stewed goose or fathead fish there. If you come, I will take you to visit Lushan and see the Tengwang Pavilion."

"I also want to stay in Beijing. Although the design institute in Xi'an is good, there is still a significant gap compared to Beijing. While I'm young, I want to learn more." Su Zhongming's choice is quite reasonable.

Actually, the architectural design in Xi'an is really good. There are major design units like the Northwest Institute of Architectural Design, as well as prestigious universities like Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology. Coupled with academicians such as Academician Zhang Jinqiu, Academician Xu Delong, and Academician Liu Jiaping, Xi'an is also a prominent city in the field of architecture nationwide.

Of course, the gap between here and Beijing is still quite evident, so it's understandable that Su Zhongming would want to stay in Beijing.

"You don't need to say anything! Mark my words, Aunt Wang is just waiting for you to graduate so you can marry Pan Hong right away! I reckon you'll definitely be the first one from our dorm to get married!" When it was Xing Ruhua's turn, everyone started cheering together.

Xing Ruhua's eyes revealed a hint of worry. What if he is assigned back there again?
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If he were to return to his hometown after graduation before meeting Pan Hong, it would be just a small dissatisfaction at most, not a big deal. But now that they have reached the stage of discussing marriage, and even couldn't hold back their impulses earlier, he couldn't accept returning to his hometown at this point, no matter what.

After returning, they lived separately. Although Hebei and Beijing are not far apart, it's still quite inconvenient! Wanting to transfer to work in Beijing through regular procedures, even though Pan Hong has some connections within the railway department, it's probably not very practical to move him from Hebei to Beijing for work.

On the contrary, it might be easier to transfer Pan Hong from Beijing to Hebei. The railway department has a wide reach, with branches in various places, including Hebei. But considering that she has been living in Beijing since childhood and is now married, it's unlikely that anyone would be willing to move to another city.

If I could pass the postgraduate entrance examination and stay in Beijing, I could continue to stay here. But three years later, I will have to face the same choice, and I can't let Pan Hong wait for another three years, right? Thinking of this, Xing Ruhua felt a little depressed.

Lindebao can see all the changes in his expression, but for now, he remains silent. Who can say for sure what will happen in the future? What if he's lucky enough to be assigned to a design unit in Beijing? Then there would be no trouble at all. He quickly prepared the betrothal gifts, and could just go to the wedding with his roommates when the time comes.

If things don't go well, we can figure out a solution later. If it really doesn't work out, he can give up the allocation and work at his own firm. Setting aside other concerns, there's definitely no issue with the income if he works for me. I'm just worried about what his family might think.

After all, in this day and age, everyone recognizes formal employment. They feel it's not easy to graduate from university and believe that they should at least work for a national organization and become a state official. However, Linlou thinks that when Xing Ruhua gets her first month's salary, they will slowly undergo changes.

"That's absolutely for sure! When the time comes, I'll help you take care of everything and make sure the wedding is lively and bustling." Wen Xuan also sensed something was wrong, so he shouted a few times, then patted Xing Ruhua on the shoulder and comforted her in a low voice, "Hey, you don't need to worry either. It's not easy to stay in Beijing for students from other schools, but for us Tsinghua students, it's quite easy!"

Xing Ruhua is feeling a bit better now, and then everyone continues to drink, enthusiastically envisioning the future together. For this generation of college students, the future holds endless possibilities.

If everyone stayed in Beijing, it would be lively. Occasionally, we could gather on weekends and holidays. However, it's also beneficial to be scattered around different places. When traveling to other places for work, there will be someone to take care of things. Moreover, if their city encounters any major projects that they can't handle locally, they will definitely think of me first, right?

That night, everyone drank a little too much, but luckily there were many rooms here at Lin Building, so everyone could just stagger upstairs to sleep! They slept until noon the next day before waking up.

Then Lin Lou took Yu Bingbing to the city for a stroll, letting her use the scholarship money he had given her to treat herself to a meal. This happy weekend came to an end.

Over the next period of time, Lin's life was quite regular, spending most of his time in the quadrangle, working with several teachers to complete the design proposal for the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendly Exchange Center, preparing for the Asian Games sports venues, and attending meetings at the Asian Games Bid Committee to share his views.

On that day, he received a notice from Ma Yue, informing him that the main body sculpture of the monument had been completed. So Linlou hurriedly went to his studio with Yu Bingbing.

The statue is too tall to fit inside the room, so Ma Yue and the others built a shed in the yard to shelter it from wind and rain. As soon as they entered the yard, Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing saw the huge statue.

A brave soldier is exerting himself to plant the red flag on the mountaintop. His body is covered in blood, and there are obvious bullet holes on his chest. In fact, he has already sacrificed himself at this point, but even so, he has not loosened his grip on the red flag, still holding it firmly. His body and the red flag form a triangle, towering on the smoke-filled battlefield.

In front of him, a soldier is firing at the enemy with five or six bullets, and behind him, another soldier is turning back and calling on his comrades to catch up from the rear... The lifelike sculptures of several soldiers on the monument exude a spirit of bravery and fearlessness, infecting everyone who sees the sculpture and immersing them in reverence for the martyrs.

"I feel that this work is the best one we have created in our art career so far! It may be very difficult to create an even better work in the future!" Ma Yue's eyes were bloodshot, with a scruffy beard, visibly having not rested well for several days, and the other two were in a similar state, pouring a lot of effort and hard work into this piece."

"A masterpiece beyond imagination, even better than I expected! You have created a great work of art!" Linlou felt that the sculpture in front of him was much more charming than those inexplicable artworks he had seen at the Venice Biennale.

"Even though you're the client, I still have to say that whether this work is good or not, your opinion doesn't count, and neither does mine!" Ma Yue interrupted his praise.

"We have all discussed and decided to invite the old Red Army soldiers, veterans, and ordinary people from all walks of life to visit this sculpture. If they approve of it, then we will dismantle the sculpture and transport it to Yunnan for installation. However, if they feel that it does not represent the heroic spirit of our soldiers, we will melt it down and start anew," another sculptor shares their thoughts.

"You are imitating Bai Juyi! But indeed it is a good method! This sculpture is not a work for artists to admire themselves or for mutual praise within the circle, but is dedicated to the heroic martyrs who died for the country, and is meant to make the whole nation remember their sacrifice and achievements, and it must receive the recognition of these people!" Lin Lou appreciates their opinions.

This is the attitude that a true artist should have, instead of pretending to be profound and completely abandoning the general public, and regarding obscurity and abstruseness as the highest pursuit of art.

"I'll help you contact them. My dad knows a lot of old Red Army soldiers and veterans, and I think they will definitely like this work!" After Yu Bingbing finished speaking, without waiting for their answer, he went out to find a phone.

Just under two hours later, the sound of brakes was heard outside, and then a group of old soldiers in old military uniforms walked into the courtyard. When they saw the sculpture, they were stunned at first, then their mouths started to tremble slightly, and their eyes slowly turned red... Obviously, they too were infected by the spirit conveyed by this sculpture.

"Who did this?" An old warrior with gray hair and two missing fingers woke up, looked around, and exuded a lingering air of authority. Linlou dared not meet his gaze, clearly someone who had experienced countless battles and emerged from mountains of corpses and seas of blood.

"It... it was done by a few of us!" When Ma Yue spoke, he also trembled slightly. The murderous intent revealed in the eyes of this iron-blooded veteran was not something that an ordinary person could withstand.

"Old Sun, look at how you've scared the child! Can't you speak nicely?" Another old soldier with a limp walked over and patted Ma Yue's shoulder vigorously, "Good lad, you've done well in this task! You are worthy of being in our Liberation Army!"

"Haha! My bad, my bad!" The person known as Lao Sun suddenly had a change in demeanor, and the previously imposing aura instantly disappeared. He became kind and amiable, just like the old grandpa next door. "Actually, it's not entirely my fault. As soon as I came in and saw this scene, it felt like I was back on the battlefield of the past!"

The stark difference in temperament displayed by the same person in such a short period of time truly surprised Lin Lou. However, upon further thought, he understood it! These are the guardians who protect us, their tenet being to show ruthless coldness to the enemy like harsh winter, and tender kindness to the people like spring.

He just saw that sculpture and thought of the scene when he was dealing with the enemy on the battlefield, with a natural and awe-inspiring demeanor; however, when he turned around and saw Mayue and the others, his attitude toward the people changed immediately, and his temperament also became gentle. The people's soldiers are so lovely.

"You did something very meaningful!" Yu Jishan came over to Linlou and said, with a much gentler tone than the last time they met.

The veteran soldiers surrounded them and asked about the statues and the martyrs' cemetery. Lin Lou and Ma Yue, etc., answered each question seriously.

Until there was really nothing more to ask, the scene slowly quieted down, but those old soldiers did not leave. They always felt that there were still some things left to do.

"Everyone, attention!" suddenly shouted Lao Suntou, and with a swish, all the old soldiers including Yu Jishan, stood up straight, standing there like a row of rigid steel spears.

"Salute to our people's artists, and people's architects! Thank them for everything they have done for our People's Liberation Army!" After speaking, Lao Suntou raised his right hand, and almost instantly, all the old soldiers at the scene raised their right hands, solemnly saluting Lin Lou, Ma Yue, and others.

This really caught them off guard. Lin and others were at a loss, not knowing what to do, and could only keep repeating, "We can't handle this, really can't handle it!"

Whether it's the military ceremony for these old soldiers or the titles of People's Artist and People's Architect, they are all too weighty and not something ordinary people can bear. In their eyes, these titles are only worthy of esteemed artists like Chang Xiangyu and Guo Lanying. How can they live up to it?

They are still so young, this hat is really too big and too heavy for them. Accepting it rashly will only hurt their necks.

"You are completely qualified to receive our salute, based on your ability to do so much for those martyrs and create such emotionally impactful works!" After the ceremony, Yu Jishan said.

Of course, he temporarily did not mention the titles of People's Artist and People's Architect. He considered the matter more carefully than those old soldiers, knowing that this might not necessarily be a good thing for the young people before him. Therefore, he skipped over it, but his salute was sincere, representing a former soldier's most solemn gratitude to them.

Upon hearing this, Lin Lou, Ma Yue, and others felt a slight relief. If they really took the fall for this, their future days would not be easy!

"I will help you to contact the local people for a visit, and then we will transport it to Yunnan for on-site installation! I will help you solve the transportation problem at that time!" Before leaving, Yu Jishan reminded.

He had left before Lin Lou realized, huh? What's going on? Did Yu Jichuan just salute me? He is my future... I haven't even saluted him, and he saluted me first. Is this a misunderstanding? Will he cause trouble for me in the future because of this?

"People's artist, ah! If I could really earn this title in my lifetime, I would die without regrets!" Ma Yue is still savoring it now.

"Even if we could get it, let's just get it before we die. The weight of this title is just too heavy, and our bodies can't handle it, it's fortunate and regretful at the same time for the other two sculptors. If nothing unexpected happens, they don't have the opportunity to get this title, but being called by someone like this once is already good enough."

In the coming days, people from various industries have been arranged to visit Yu Jichuan. Linlou also came to help and to tell them about the heroic deeds of the martyrs.

Visitors were all moved to tears, and this even led to an unexpected result. When they heard that due to financial constraints, it was impossible to better maintain the martyrs cemetery, workers, officials, and students all strongly demanded to donate.

Lin immediately reported the situation to Yu Jichuan, and after Yu Jichuan applied to the higher authorities, permission was granted. As a result, the visit was extended for some time, until they received a call from Yunnan, informing them that they could proceed with the on-site installation, officially concluding the exhibition.

Yuchiuan helped them solve the transportation problem, and Linlou, Mayue, and others took the parts of the sculpture and the donation, and traveled to Yunnan by train.

After three days and three nights on the train, they arrived in Kunming. Then, in Kunming, they carefully removed the parts and moved them onto the military's large trucks. Several trucks then headed towards the small county where the martyrs' cemetery was located.

It took a lot of time on the road before finally arriving at the destination, where Xing Shaode, Xie Tieping, and Liu Bing, along with local government officials and representatives from the military, gave them a warm welcome.

Donated the funds to Xing Shaode, and then went to the hostel to rest, despite their eagerness to start installing right away, the journey was just too exhausting.

After sleeping for more than ten hours in one go, they finally felt better. Then they went to the scene of the martyrs' cemetery together, ready to carve and install the base first, and then assemble the components into a complete sculpture.

The Linlou can finally take a look at the Martyrs' Cemetery and see what it looks like now!

Strive for two updates tomorrow, but it will be delayed.
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A few months ago, when Linlou first arrived here, the hillside was simply piled with mounds of earth, and the tombstones in front of the graves were made of wooden boards, with the names of the martyrs written with a brush, looking very simple.

And now, the graves are fully protected with cement, and the front tombstones have also been replaced with cement ones. The top is circular, with a red five-pointed star, and the bottom is square, with the names, dates of birth and sacrifice, hometown, military unit number, and heroic deeds of the martyrs engraved in the middle. It looks much more complete.

"We have submitted your proposal to the superior department, and they were very pleased with it. They asked me to convey their gratitude to you. Thank you for doing this for them! They will now have a quiet and beautiful resting place. The local government also fully supports your plan. Despite the very difficult conditions at present, we have tried our best to allocate resources so that we can complete the construction of this cemetery." Xie Tieping said softly next to Linlou.

"What have I really done compared to what they have done for us? They have sacrificed their lives to protect our peaceful life. Without their sacrifice, we wouldn't be able to enjoy the tranquility we have now." Lin Lou shook his head slowly.

"By the way, before the completion of this sculpture, we invited some old Red Army soldiers, veterans and ordinary Beijing citizens to come and visit. They provided us with valuable feedback, which resulted in the sculpture as it is now!" Linlou handed his hand-drawn sculpture rendering to Xie Tieping and others.

They were all very satisfied with the monument and felt that this kind of monument was indeed much better than a simple square column monument. They once again expressed their gratitude to Lin Louyi, Ma Yue, and others.

"There's also this! This is also something that those old Red Army soldiers, old warriors, and ordinary people who are visiting asked us to pass on to you!" Lin Lou took out a thick stack of documents and handed it over, "In here, there are funds taken out by the old Red Army soldiers and warriors from their retirement pensions, as well as contributions taken out from the ordinary citizens' salaries."

"The final figures and detailed list are here. They asked me to bring them to you, to do something for these martyrs - to replace their tombstones with marble, and add Hanbaiyu railings around them. If there's anything left, it can be used as travel expenses for the families of the martyrs who are in difficult circumstances."

Linlou has heard many stories like this, with young children sacrificing their lives on the front lines in southern Xinjiang. Their parents, despite longing to see their children, are unable to afford the cost of traveling from their hometown to the martyrs' cemetery due to financial difficulties. All they can do is weep while looking at their children's photos at home, and some may never have the chance to visit even until their passing.

If it were in the future, it would not be a problem for the country to pay for the parents of these martyrs to come and see their children. But nowadays, the country's economy is still too difficult, and even the martyrs' cemetery can only be built in the same simple manner as before. There is really no capability to solve these problems for them.

These things are so heartbreaking to hear. Hopefully, this donation can help a few families to come here and witness the final resting place of their children, and thus, resolve the regrets in their hearts.

Xie Tieping once again saluted Linlou and the others solemnly, and then said, "I will engrave their names here and thank them for everything they have done for these martyrs."

"I have to tell you, I know of several cases like this myself. After these comrades sacrificed their lives, even though the country provided compensation, the children who were left behind are the main support for their families. The compensation has to be used to cover the funeral expenses, to buy fertilizer, to buy seeds... there simply isn't enough money to buy train tickets. Our group helped to raise money once, but it could only help a few people. Now, with this money, several martyrs' parents can come and see their children!"

The current pension is really not much: 470 yuan for civilian workers, 500 yuan for soldiers, 550 yuan for company-level officers, 600 yuan for battalion-level officers, 650 yuan for regiment-level officers, and 700 yuan for division-level officers. It's almost equivalent to the annual salary of an ordinary worker. After dealing with the things Xie Tieping mentioned, there is almost nothing left. If the family conditions are a little worse, it's really impossible to come and see their own children.

When he said this, Xie Tieping's eyes started to redden again! He wouldn't be afraid of any enemy on the battlefield, but when it came to this kind of thing, he felt somewhat powerless, even unable to face it!

However, from Lin Lou's eyes, we can also see that if he needs to go to the battlefield, sacrifice himself for the country, even if his family may encounter such a situation, he will not hesitate at all, and will definitely rush up without hesitation...

Having such soldiers, such an army is truly fortunate. They have used their flesh and blood to build the backbone of the Chinese nation, allowing us to enjoy a quiet and peaceful life. The thought of this made Linlou, Ma Yue, and others' eyes slowly moistened.

After emotions slightly eased, Lin Lou, Ma Yue, and others slowly walked from the foot of the mountain to the top. They paid their respects to the martyrs by offering flowers, lighting incense, and pouring wine. After visiting all the martyrs, they finally began to attend to their official business.

"This is the location where the monument will be placed. We need to dig the foundation pit first, then install the granite base, and finally put the sculpture on top!" Linlou said, pointing to the central square below.

"The granite stone materials have been delivered, and our superiors have also arranged for a few stonemasons to help. We're just waiting for you to start work! You can instruct them with any tasks you have, as they are well-known veteran stonemasons with great skills!" Xing Shaode added from the side.

"This is the blueprint. First, shape and size the granite into this form, then assemble it together. We will each be responsible for the relief and engraving on top!" Ma Yue took out the well-designed blueprint. Granite is hard in texture and difficult to process. It would take a long time for just a few of them to complete the project. It would be better to have some experienced help.

Those old stonemasons, although they had never seen such drawings before, had extensive experience in carving stones. After Ma Yue explained to them once, they understood immediately and went back to the nearby workshop to start working. They completed the task quickly and effectively, processing the stones into the size and shape Ma Yue wanted.

During these days, Linlou, together with Xie Tieping, has directed the local workers to handle the foundation pit, and now they can proceed to install these granite components into the foundation pit according to the design.

After installation, it didn't immediately start carving patterns and words, but instead surrounded the granite base with soil to form a mound, then pressed the mound firmly, leaving a path to the top of the granite base.

The sculpture parts cast in bronze are quite heavy and need to be lifted with machinery. However, it's not easy to find such machinery in a small county town like this, so we can only resort to primitive methods. Although this method is simple, it is very practical and has been used since the ancient Egyptians began building pyramids and is still effective now.

Along this dirt road, the bronze-cast sculpture parts were transported and then assembled together by Ma Yue and others. However, simply assembling the parts is not the end goal - there is still some surface treatment work to be done.

First, the exposed gaps at the joints of the components do not look good and must be covered; Second, bronze sculptures exposed to the outdoor environment, being subjected to wind, sun, and rain every day, will inevitably rust over time, so anti-rust treatment must be applied.

Usually, sculptors need to use chemical agents for surface treatment. Ma Yue brought relevant agents with him, so after the installation was completed, they proceeded with the operation according to the process.

First clean the surface of the bronze sculpture. If the surface of the bronze sculpture is not clean enough, the chemical agent will not work well on the bronze sculpture.

The best and most commonly used method is to use a sandblaster to blow sand or metal particles for washing. This method not only can remove impurities from the surface of bronze sculptures, but also can add a soft luster to the surface of bronze sculptures. However, this method requires professional equipment. Currently, only a wet sponge block coated with sand or detergent can be used to scrub the sculpture.

The sculpture is so large that it took a lot of time just to clean it. After the cleaning, not only did we use a lot of sponges, but the three sculptors' arms were also very sore.

But now I can't rest immediately because the second step is about to be carried out soon, using an oxyacetylene torch to heat the surface of the bronze sculpture and apply a layer of oxide film to the sculpture.

Finally, use a brush to apply a mixture of sulfur, iron nitrate, and copper nitrate in a certain proportion to the hot metal surface. Under high temperature conditions, the chemical agents react with the surface of the bronze sculpture, depositing a beautiful metallic film on the surface of the bronze sculpture.

After such treatment, not only can the bronze sculpture increase its anti-oxidation ability, but it can also add a mottled color to the surface of the sculpture after wind and rain erosion, presenting an appearance of vicissitudes and adding a bit of charm.

Surface treatment is complete, and now we can proceed with carving the base. In general, this process should be completed before assembly, but in consideration of the need to stack soil, we are concerned about any potential impact on the graphics and text on the surface of the granite, so we have postponed it until the end.

The entire granite pedestal is square, with four sides, and the content on these four sides is also different. The front side bears the inscription "The people's heroes are immortal" in eight golden handwritten characters. The back side bears the handwritten inscription by Deng Xixian, "The martyrs who heroically sacrificed themselves to defend the motherland's borders are immortal."

The right side provides a brief introduction to the battles in which these martyrs participated, while the left side records the heroic deeds of the martyrs. This is also the approach commonly adopted for the pedestals of monuments in the Southern Xinjiang Martyrs Cemetery.

As the granite pedestal slowly took shape, more and more people began to come here. Among them were local cadres and the masses, as well as soldiers who rushed here upon hearing the news, and many representatives from out of town who were preparing to participate in the martyrs' cemetery completion ceremony. Naturally, there were also visitors who came to visit the families and comrades of the martyrs, as well as other members of society from all walks of life.

"The monument is well done! It truly embodies the spirit of our Liberation Army soldiers," praised an elderly man with graying hair and an exceptionally vigorous spirit. "The mausoleum is also beautifully constructed, befitting our martyrs."

On the day when all the memorials were fully processed, a solemn unveiling ceremony was held in the local area. Local leaders delivered passionate speeches, expressing gratitude to the brave martyrs for their sacrifices for the motherland and the people of the whole country. They also expressed appreciation to all parties involved in the construction of the memorial park.

Then everyone joined in the memorial ceremony for these heroic martyrs, offering wreaths, saluting with gunshots, and Linlou also followed the team to bow three times to them...

After the ceremony, Lin and his team did not leave immediately. On one hand, Ma and his team were too tired from handling the sculptures and needed to rest before returning with energy. On the other hand, not all the journalists who attended the inauguration had left. They needed to stay to interview the comrades of the martyrs, the relatives who came to pay their respects, and representatives from various sectors of society, which of course included Lin and his team.

So, they stayed here for two more days, waiting for Mayue and the others to rest well and for the reporters to finish their interviews before they were ready to hitchhike and leave.

Before leaving, the four of them went to the Martyrs' Cemetery together to bid farewell to the martyrs. When they arrived at the Martyrs' Cemetery, they saw that there were more people there to pay their respects to the martyrs than just them.

A gray-haired old mother was sobbing by the child's tombstone, while two soldiers stood by her, patting her back and comforting her softly.

A man wearing a Zhongshan suit and glasses, holding a bottle of wine, sitting in front of a tombstone, continuously saying something to his own child. He pours a cup of wine in front of the tombstone from time to time, wipes his tears, takes a brief pause, and then continues chatting with the child, as if he had never passed away...

Two female soldiers tore open a pack of cigarettes, lit one, and placed it in front of the martyr's tombstone. Despite coughing uncontrollably from each puff, they persisted in making sure all their fallen comrades could have a smoke...

There is also a group of elementary school students who, under the guidance of their teacher, one by one, present the fresh flowers they picked from the fields to the martyrs, and attentively listen to the teacher telling them about the heroic deeds of these martyrs.

They all together laid flowers in front of the monument to pay tribute to the martyrs, then bowed in respect.

On the way back, they remained silent, filled with the glorious deeds of these martyrs in their minds, until they took a hitchhike to Kunming and boarded the train back to Beijing before they were in the mood to talk.

"This piece of work is the most meaningful work in my life. Perhaps in the future, my skills will become more mature and I may achieve greater artistic breakthroughs, but those works will still not be as important to me as this one!" Ma Yue said earnestly.

Lin Lou nodded slightly, his thoughts were similar as well.

There will be one more chapter in a while, probably around 6 o'clock.
Chapter 425 Personal Architectural Firm

After returning to the capital, Lin's life returned to its previous state. He spent his days in the quadrangle, either drawing, discussing projects with clients, or writing articles in his spare time. He was preparing to publish a comprehensive professional book on architectural design. Currently, there are such specialized books in the country, but like other textbooks, they are somewhat outdated.

The previous several works on architectural history and architectural sketching have already become designated textbooks for many domestic universities, but they were all co-authored with others. Now he wants to write one on his own. After it's finished, it will definitely be favored by universities. By then, he will be the teacher of several generations of domestic architects.

Of course, Lin Lou is writing this book not just for fame, but also to help cultivate talents in the country. In fact, many architecture students in the country are not lacking in talent, but are limited by their perspective, teaching materials, and teachers, hindering them from becoming great architects. If a high-quality textbook could be published, it would undoubtedly change this situation.

Regarding the issue of broadening one's horizon, Linlou also has plans. He intends to cooperate with the magazine "Architect" at an appropriate opportunity to organize a summer camp for a group of promising architecture students who have won the annual university architecture design competition. The plan is to have Zhou Yalun arrange for them to go abroad for observation, visits, and learning, in order to broaden their horizons.

Nowadays, Linlou has a wide network of connections abroad. These students, when they go to Japan, can ask Ishizaki Shin or Kurokawa Noriaki to send young people from their own architectural firms to communicate with them and take them to see Japanese architecture. When they go to France, they can ask Grambow Zan Bakang to arrange for people to show them French architecture and to exchange ideas with students from the Paris School of Architecture. Going to the United States is even more convenient, whether it's asking for help from Ieoh Ming Pei or letting Lin Qiao arrange it, it's just a matter of a few words.

Just as the winter vacation is approaching, whether it's attending meetings for the Asian Games or exchanging ideas with young architects from Beijing at the salon, Linlou can clearly feel that everyone's emotions seem to be somewhat off recently.

Very soon, the most well-informed Xu Jiaping explained the reason to Lin Lou. It turned out that they had been pondering the reorganization of the architectural design unit. Because of the reorganization, everyone was feeling a bit uneasy about the future.

Domestic architectural design units still implement the system of public institutions. Since the first Five-Year Plan, the socialist planned economic system has been established in the construction industry. Under this system, architectural design units rely on institutional funding, with design tasks allocated by superiors, and no architectural design fees are charged.

This has led to a problem because the designers do not need to face market competition. No matter how good their design is, they receive almost the same salary. Over time, everyone lacks the motivation to hone their skills. Except for a few architects, the overall level of most architects remains stagnant.

As the reform and opening-up deepens, we have seen advanced technologies from abroad, and only then did we realize that the level of architectural design in our country is far behind that of European and American countries. At the same time, due to the needs of economic development, many property owners have new demands for architecture, and the level of those original architects can no longer meet the needs of the times.

Especially in the field of design for some high-end hotels, domestic architects in China lack experience, so they can only spend a lot of money to hire foreign architects to design. As a result, Xiangshan Hotel hired Ieoh Ming Pei, Jianguo Hotel hired Chinese-American architect Chen Xunyuan, Nanjing Jinling Hotel hired Hong Kong-based Palmer and Turner Design Consultants, and the Great Wall Hotel hired the American firm of John Carl Warnecke.

Cooperating with these overseas architectural design firms has certainly produced projects that can align with international standards, but the high design fees are truly distressing. Not only are the design fees exorbitant, but they also require precious foreign exchange.

Such incidents occurred frequently, and naturally the construction industry also began to conceive ideas for reform. In 1979, the National Construction Commission proposed at a meeting that design units should be corporatized, and contract system should be implemented. 28 design units were determined to conduct pilot projects.

Then Deng Xixian also proposed in a speech that the construction industry is an economic pillar in many Western countries, and it can be profitable and is an important sector for increasing national income and accumulation.

This speech provides a theoretical basis for the reform of the construction industry, combined with the previous pilot programs that have achieved certain results. However, there is still a big gap from the expectations. Therefore, at this year's construction work conference, the Ministry of Construction put forward the outline of the reform of the construction industry, with the organization of enterprises and the commercialization of products as the core content.

The design firm started charging the construction firm, and discussions about the transition of the architectural design firm from a public institution to a more commercialized entity began. Some even raised the question of the nature of the design firm, suggesting the possibility of forming a collective design firm or even a private one.

"Nowadays, there is a lot of discussion about this in the architecture community! The young and talented architects strongly support reform because they believe that completing more projects will lead to higher bonuses. Some of the particularly bold ones are even considering establishing their own architectural firms, so that they can keep most of the money they earn for themselves!"

"And those who used to just muddle through, with no real skills, are feeling anxious! If there were to be reforms, they wouldn't have it easy anymore. So each of them is trying every possible means to obstruct the changes. Unfortunately, they are older in age and have more experience, so their influence within the organization is quite significant, which has caused a bit of stagnation!" Xu Jiaping seemed somewhat gleeful, after all, he had suffered quite a bit from these people back when he was at the design institute.

"Hehe, the historical trend is mighty and unstoppable. There will only be more and more construction projects in our country in the future. Without enough architectural design talents, it definitely won't work! The higher-ups must also understand that talent cannot be cultivated without competition. So, their petty actions can at most slightly delay the pace of reform, but they definitely cannot stop it!"

"After all, the decision from above has probably been made long ago. If they jump around too much, they won't get any good results for sure!" Lin Lou was very clear about these matters. The design unit in the future has long been commercialized. The large design institute is overly bloated, while the small design units struggle just to survive.

"Xiaolou, I have several classmates who feel uncomfortable at their workplace. After hearing about this, they also want to go out and explore. You know a lot of people and are well-informed. Can you tell me if this is reliable?" Xu Jiaping asked.

Lin Lou and Wu, as well as several directors of the Beijing Municipal Court, have a good relationship. If Lin Lou wants to inquire about something, he will definitely be able to get some information. That's why Xu Jiaping came specifically to tell Lin Lou about this. Nowadays, the relationships between classmates are much closer than in the future generations. If someone can help, it's natural to lend a hand to a classmate.

"This matter is a bit hard to explain. Policy-wise, it shouldn't be a problem. Since it was mentioned in the meeting, the establishment of personal architectural firms is definitely going to be relaxed. However, setting up a personal firm isn't that easy. Although the registered capital is a difficulty, it can be figured out with some effort. The key is how to obtain projects," Lin Lou analyzed for him.

"The reform has just begun. Typically, construction units are more accustomed to working with familiar contacts. When it comes to construction tasks, they often turn to architectural design units that have previously provided design services. For individual practitioners seeking projects, it depends on their own capabilities. Securing a project is one thing, but gaining the approval of the client after completing the design is another matter."

"These two hurdles have been overcome, but the most crucial one still lies ahead! You need to secure the design fee, only then can this matter be considered completely resolved!" In an era with relatively perfected legal regulations, it is always a headache for Party B to request payment from Party A, let alone in the current turbulent times.

Lin Lou's previous projects in China were conducted in line with the nature of public institutions. In these projects, he and several designers only received salaries and bonuses. The Shanghai Youth Federation Office was exchanged with a Mahler villa, and the design fee was essentially a transfer of resources. The library of Linzhou University was akin to helping others, and they didn't ask for much in return.

In addition, as his reputation gradually grows, many domestic organizations have approached him for design work. However, considering that these projects are not representative and the issue of design fees is difficult to negotiate, Lin has mostly declined the offers tactfully. He is focusing on the projects in Hong Kong and plans to take on new projects when the policies are completely relaxed next year.

Even he has such concerns, let alone Xu Jiaping's classmates? Nowadays, most of those capable of starting new projects are state-owned enterprises. It's not easy to ask for money from them. What if they work hard for a long time and end up not getting the money back? Then, it would all have been in vain.

"Um, a few of my former colleagues had worked on numerous projects at our previous company, and the clients had a good impression of them. I think they could still get project opportunities if they leave. As for the money, it's not like the leaders are using it themselves, so why not put it to use? If we figure out a way, it should be possible!" Xu Jiaping thought to himself.

Lin nodded his head. It seemed that these few people were all very resourceful and innovative. If they were willing to make the effort, they could give it a try. So he added a few more words, "The first step for the firm is to make money and survive. Next, there is the issue of defining the positioning and development direction of the firm. Have they thought about it?"

"Um, I don't quite understand this, and they definitely don't either. Can you explain it to me?" This touches on Xu Jiaping's cognitive blind spot.

"According to the experiences in Europe, America, and Japan, individual architectural firms generally fall into several categories. First, the labor-intensive commercial architectural firm route; second, the celebrity firm route of becoming famous before making money; third, the route of riding on the coattails of a larger entity for stability and support; and fourth, the route of specialized design companies operating in niche fields without aiming to become large or go out of business." As Lin Lou spoke, Xu Jiaping had already taken out his notebook to prepare to record.

"The first type is relatively easy to understand. It mainly focuses on high turnover commercial projects, primarily residential. The technical difficulty is not high, and it does not require strong creativity. A few sets of standard drawings are kept, and they can be modified according to specific situations when encountering projects. Now, all units have the demand for building staff quarters, so there is definitely no shortage of projects."

After the commercialization of real estate in the future, it will be the spring for architectural firms like this. If they can build a relationship with big real estate developers like Vanke, Wanda, and Poly, it will be a huge breakthrough.

Zhong Ming's Benchmark Law Firm, Wang Lifeng's Baitao Law Firm, and Deng Gang's Shuishí Law Firm are all leading firms of this type. However, as time goes on, competition in this field becomes increasingly fierce. By the time Linlou crosses over to that era, it has already become a fiercely competitive area. In the future, it is likely to become even more cutthroat. Small firms basically have no way out, either they die out or they get merged by large firms.

"And this type of firm, although profitable, comes with high pressure and heavy work intensity. People are in a rush to move in as soon as possible, so you won't have time to slowly work on the designs. You will definitely have to work overtime! Designing residential buildings for the company is still considered good for now, but it will be even more overwhelming in the future when designing real estate developments for developers, right?"

"What's there to fear when it comes to making money? We've also done overtime drawing work before!" It seems that Xu Jiaping still hasn't realized the seriousness of the problem. How could he have imagined that in the future, Country Garden would actually make a request for drawing work to be completed within a day?

"Could you tell me the meanings of the other directions again? I'll go back and let them decide for themselves!" He asked as he refilled Lin's teacup.

Lin Lou smiled and said, "This is not a matter of whether you can choose or not. The second type is easier to understand. Star architecture firms, as the name suggests, are firms that take on projects based on the fame of the architects. For example, the firms of Mr. I.M. Pei, Kisho Kurokawa, and Arata Isozaki operate in this manner. When they reach their level of prominence, they are not the ones seeking out projects; rather, clients come to them with money, asking them to take on projects. The design tasks are not burdensome, but the design fees are not low."

"Shouldn't this be considered the ideal state for an architect? However, achieving this is not easy. In China, you must graduate from prestigious architecture schools like Tsinghua University, Tongji University, Tianjin University, Nanjing University of Technology, etc. During your time at school, you should at least win several awards, and even winning prizes in national university architecture design competitions might not be enough."

"If conditions permit, it's best to go abroad for further studies for a period of time, such as at Harvard, Yale, Princeton, or even Tokyo University. Participate in several architectural design competitions overseas, and get featured in the news media a few times. After graduation, intern at internationally renowned firms such as Ieoh Ming Pei's or OMA by Rem Koolhaas, and have several representative works. Then you can think about establishing your own business!"

"This path can be described as the mainstream choice in the field of architectural design. The greater the influence, the easier it is to receive projects, and the design fees will also be higher. It's relatively easy to make money!"

"They definitely can't do it!" Xu Jiaping shook his head without hesitation. If they had the ability, why would they still be in this situation?

Forget about them. In my opinion, there are only a few architects in China who can go down this path. Oh, the one in front of us has already gone more than halfway!

Thank you for the reward from Wanxiang Xingchen, Rui a Rui, Lonely Cactus, and Book Friends 20171217135953921.
Chapter 426 Digging up People

Looking globally, firms such as Zaha Hadid Architects, Herzog & de Meuron, Foster + Partners, Tadao Ando Architect & Associates, and others all belong to this category. Their business scope covers the globe, and owners worldwide seek them for designs, offering hefty design fees.

So they can simultaneously operate more than a dozen or even dozens of projects globally. If they do well, it's not uncommon for the annual revenue of the architectural firm to exceed one billion US dollars.

In China, there are also rising stars such as Zhang Yonghe, Ma Qingyun, Liu Jiakun, Zhu Pei, Ma Yansong, Zhang Ke, Zhuangziyu, Li Hu + Huang Wenjing, Dong Gong, Xu Tiantian, Lin Bing, Hua Li, Neri&Hu, Liu Yuyang, Zhu Xiaofeng, and many others, including Ruan Hao, Meng Fanhao, Shui Yanfei, Xiong Xing, Wang Shuo, Han Wenqiang, Zhao Yang, Liu Yang, etc.

These celebrity architects are exemplary in combining platform and personal efforts. They have access to good schools, good workplaces, good teachers, good design skills, good core teams, as well as good luck and a favorable era background.

At the same time, one's personal effort, insight, problem-solving ability, experiences of setbacks, lessons learned, strengths and weaknesses of character, and the influence of family background all contribute to one's future achievements.

Rumor has it that when the Muxin Art Museum was under construction, local workers had no idea how to work with reinforced concrete. Lin Bing took the workers to Shanghai to see the construction of the Poly Grand Theatre designed by Ando. After the visit, they were able to successfully work on the project after a lot of trial and error.

Looking at the influential experience of Ma Yansong in the future, his undergraduate education was quite ordinary. Beijing Architecture and Civil Engineering Institute is not well-regarded in the field of architecture, and it is far inferior to the top eight universities. However, it has one advantage, which is its location in Beijing, which is extremely beneficial for broadening one's horizons.

After accumulating some time in Beijing, Ma Yansong successfully entered Yale University to pursue a Master's degree in Architecture. This can be seen as the first step towards becoming a renowned architect. During his time at school, he received the Samuel J. Fogelson Outstanding Design Graduate Award, gaining some recognition. Later on, he also received a research grant from the American Institute of Architects.

He has also worked at Zaha Hadid Architects and the New York office of AECOM, completing the second step towards becoming a star architect and gaining experience working at renowned architectural firms.

During this period, he not only completed his regular work, but also continuously participated in various architectural design competitions. He successively completed projects such as the Floating Island, the Marilyn Building, Beijing 2050, Hutong Bubble 32, and the Ordos Museum, which attracted attention in the industry and laid a solid foundation for establishing his own firm.

This experience has not only earned him great reputation domestically, but also significant influence internationally. He has become one of the few Chinese architects who can secure large projects abroad, having successively secured projects such as the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art in Chicago, the Marilyn Monroe Towers in Canada, and the apartment complex at 71 Via Boncompagni in Rome.

Although Linlou lacks the experience of studying at world-renowned architectural schools, his first prize in the Xiangjiang Club International Architecture Design Competition, the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects, and his good relationships with renowned architects such as I. M. Pei, Rem Koolhaas, Kisho Kurokawa, and Arata Isozaki have already given him a certain level of international reputation. Now, he is on the fast track to becoming a star architect.

The success of this firm is closely related to the status of celebrity architects. From being a small-time figure to a big shot, the design fees only go up and must not go down under any circumstances. If they do, the status is lost and one's value drops. Liang Zhitian made this mistake in the past, causing the rapid devaluation of the previous accumulations.

However, the design fee must be high, and the first party must be willing to pay for a long time. In addition to the premium of the designer's own brand, the design of a celebrity architect must also have unique commercial value. In short, every master has their own unique skills that can add value to the project and satisfy the client's senior management. Only then can the client be willing to pay. Otherwise, excessive self-indulgence will make even a master only have short-term gains and damage their reputation.

Simply put, don't create art for the sake of art. Avoid making the mistake of Mies van der Rohe in the Farnsworth House, so as to maintain long-term prestige.

At the same time, we cannot simply pursue maximizing commercial interests for the project, we need to strike a balance and inject our own personality into the design.

A small boutique celebrity agency with a positive cycle: 5 projects per year, able to produce 2-3, design fees increase year by year, project volume remains stable without increasing quantity, which is very good; A fully-fledged, super awesome, large-scale celebrity agency: 50 global projects per year, able to produce 20-30.

The Linlou is currently in the first stage. In the future, in order to become a fully-fledged large-scale celebrity management company, it is not only necessary to continue to establish its own reputation and create eye-catching classic works at home and abroad, but also to continuously expand the team and absorb more capable architects in order to become complete.

"Nowadays, it's indeed not easy to pursue this path. Our architects are still in the learning stage and it's quite challenging for them to enter top international schools and achieve national competition awards. Even if they can't win awards, it's still beneficial to participate in more competitions to broaden their horizons. If they are interested, I can help them collect relevant materials. If they want to gain some experience first, they are welcome to come here." Lin Lou said.

In the current environment, it's quite difficult to give birth to an architect like Ma Yansong. But what if there is a genius talent buried by historical circumstances? If someone has a similar idea, Lin Lou is still willing to help, and he does need talent at the moment.

"I'll go back and talk to them. I reckon if there's an opportunity, they would also be willing to grit their teeth and come up with the registration fee to participate in the competition. As for coming to you, if there's a chance, they would definitely be willing." Xu Jiaping made a mental note of this, "Could you tell me about the third and fourth types of architectural firms again?"

"The path of integrating industry, academia, and research is relatively easy to understand. First, you need to have a good platform, such as Tsinghua University, Tongji University, or Nanjing University of Technology. While conducting theoretical research, you can use the platform to try new practical breakthroughs, thus gradually establishing prestige." This was somewhat the intention of the future architect Wang Shu.

"The fourth type is even simpler, which is to specialize in a niche area. The so-called niche can be a specific architectural type, such as high-end resort hotels. Once you have accumulated enough experience in this field, you won't have to worry about a lack of projects." For example, the architect who designed the Kerry Hill Architects Inc. for The Azure Qiantang, Qingdao fits this description. He has also completed high-end hotels such as The Lalu Sun Moon Lake and Amanyangyun, Shanghai."

Moreover, the design fee is very high. Just for the Qingdao Hanbi Lou project alone, a design fee of 60 million was paid, which is more than enough to support a small architectural firm.

"It can also involve in-depth research on a certain niche architectural material or technique, like the Mr. Tadao Ando we met in Japan before. He has unparalleled expertise in exposed concrete, which makes him the top choice for projects that require this material."

In addition to Tadao Ando, Wu Zhongyi from Vietnam can also be considered a designer of this category. Due to Vietnam's abundant production of various types of bamboo, his understanding and knowledge of bamboo surpasses that of most architects.

"These are not easy! You've told me so much, and they should know how to choose in the future after listening! I'll go over and talk to them, and see if I can bring a few people over here!" After Lin Lou's narration, Xu Jiaping also realized that there would be huge changes in the future of the Chinese architectural industry, and there would definitely be more projects to strive for, with higher design fees. Therefore, the current team is definitely not enough."

Since we want to join the firm, we might as well bring in some familiar faces first. This way, our position in the firm can be guaranteed in the future.

Carefully put away the notebook, made a few phone calls inside, then went out and took the bus to a small hot pot restaurant. Before long, several old classmates arrived one after another, and everyone chatted while eating.

"Oh, Lao Xu, you've made it now. You've got a wife, a big house, the only thing left is to have a child. If you have a son, your life will be complete!" everyone exclaimed.

"Now is the time for reform, everyone's lives will definitely get better! Come, let's have a toast first, and then I will slowly tell you the news I have heard recently." Xu Jiaping raised his beer glass and clinked it with everyone else's, if it were in the past, he wouldn't dare to drink beer when treating guests.

Beer might not be expensive, but when it comes to drinking, there's no limit. At least half a dozen for each big guy, far less substantial than liquor. But now, he doesn't care about this little money anymore.

Mr. Xu Jiaping first mentioned the possible policy reforms in the future. This news was obtained from Linlou as well as from several professors in the institute, and even from the secretary of Mr. Wu, a member of the committee. These individuals have a significant influence in the field of construction, and many policies are formulated based on their opinions, so the information is relatively reliable.

After speaking, several classmates remained silent for a long time. Finally, it was Guo Yigang who spoke up first, "So, does this mean that the policies for establishing a personal architectural firm will gradually be relaxed? Are there any requirements for this?"

"The general direction is definitely like this, but the details are not easy to determine for now. According to the information I've gathered, there will certainly be some limitations on professional skills! Designing a house is not a casual matter. If it's not done well, it could cost lives!" Xu Jiaping said.

According to future standards, in order to establish an architectural firm, besides the registered capital, there needs to be a certain number of registered architects. However, the policy regarding registered architects has not yet been implemented.

"And if you want to do it on your own, you need to have a direction. Currently, the international arena mainly consists of several types of personal architectural design firms..." Xu Jiaping then shared his knowledge of Linlou with Guo Yigang and others.

Everyone is so focused on listening to Xu Jia Ping that they don't even care about eating meat and drinking anymore. They are all listening carefully, eager to hear this information that they have never heard before.

After listening, Guo Yi sighed again and said, "Ah, Lao Xu, you have been abroad several times, and your knowledge and experience have far surpassed ours. If it weren't for you, we wouldn't know all these things!"

"Yeah, we originally thought that with a few of us doing design, others focusing on the structure, and some working on HVAC and plumbing, we could cover all aspects of architectural design. We thought that as long as a few of us got together, we could definitely make it work. We didn't expect there to be so many intricacies!" Another classmate, Jiang Wensong, sighed.

Guo Yigang thought for a moment and said, "In these four directions, I reckon we can only develop in the first one. I estimate we can take on the next few projects, but getting the money might be a bit difficult! Is there any unit that isn't short of money these days? Even if they have money, they'll prioritize buying steel and cement first. It's certain that they'll delay on paying our design fees as much as possible!"

"Maybe after all the work, we ended up with a lot of things to do, but didn't make much money in the end! Everyone worked so hard for a long time, but it all turned out to be in vain! If we were still in the company, we could ask the company to help us, but if we are out on our own, with no company backing us up, who will listen to us?" He seemed a bit discouraged.

Those few people also have an average appearance. It's fine for you to have them do professional work, but asking them to collect debts in society is risking their lives. No one would do that!

The timing feels about right, Xu Jiaping started to try headhunting, "Brothers, in my opinion, starting a consulting firm on your own definitely has potential, but the current situation is still unclear. The most important thing is that domestic companies have not yet developed the habit of paying for design fees. I reckon that when the policy begins to be implemented, it will be a hassle for those big institutions to pay, not to mention us!"

"So, let's wait and see first before making any decisions. When the market is regulated to a certain extent, we can start working independently. It will be much safer at that time!"

"I don't know how long we have to wait. You have everything now and don't have to worry. The rest of us can only endure at work. We don't have a chance to get a house, let alone get married!" Jiang Wensong and Guo Yigang are not young anymore and both have partners, but they are unable to get married due to the issue of housing, which has prompted them to consider living separately.

"If you want to earn more, I do have a way for you to buy a house, but it depends on whether you are willing to let go of your current unit," Xu Jiaping continued.

"Oh? What's the solution?" Several people immediately gathered around.

"Hey, I got so engrossed in chatting that the meat got overcooked! Come on, come on, let's eat first!" This piqued their curiosity, but Xu Jiaping said nothing more. He picked up the lamb from the hotpot and happily ate it with the dipping sauce.

He then persuaded them to drink more, finished his beer in one go, and finally revealed the answer to the riddle, "I am currently working at a Xiangjiang law firm. We are currently short-staffed, and if you are willing to come over, I can help with the referral!"

The next chapter will be around six o'clock, and we will strive to resume normal operations tomorrow.
Chapter 427: Wedding House

"As long as you can get in, I can't say much else, but after a year, combining the salary, bonus, and commission, it's enough to buy a house! In two years, you can have all imported appliances at home no problem! You've been to my home, those were all purchased with the drawings I did for Fragrant River Architectural Firm!" Xu Jiaping used himself as an example.

"Save up some money over the years, and when your kids go to college, you might even have enough to send them abroad for further studies! By then, paying for their private education won't be a problem."

"Really?" The allure of the house and the temptation of sending their children abroad to study were already enough to sway the few old classmates. Although they don't have children yet, just hearing about it filled them with anticipation. If that day really comes, then my life will have been worthwhile.

"Can I still cheat you? You all know how much money I spent on the TV, refrigerator, and washing machine at home! It all adds up over the year. Isn't it possible to save enough money for studying abroad in a few years?" Xu Jiaping shrugged.

Guo Yigang and others are well aware of Xu Jiaping's situation. A few years ago, his salary was almost the same as theirs, and he lived a tight life. But ever since he got close to the Lin family, he suddenly started to live a lavish life. He started wearing clothes from the Friendship Store, using imported electrical appliances, and now he even moved into a quadrangle courtyard, leaving them far behind.

They were inspired to go solo by Xu Jiaping. They know his capability and see him as being at a similar level to themselves. If he can do so well on his own, why can't I?

"Not only can you make a lot of money, but there is also a chance to go abroad. We currently have a project collaborating with the Japanese architectural master Kisho Kurokawa. In a while, we will be going to Tokyo to communicate with Kisho Kurokawa. If you go early, you might even catch up!" Xu Jiaping continued to entice them.

The high salary, good benefits, and frequent opportunities to travel abroad, are there still such good jobs now? After hearing Xu Jiaping say this, everyone was tempted.

But just being moved is not enough to make a firm decision. It's not easy to completely make up your mind. After all, the habits developed over the past thirty years have made everyone feel highly dependent on the organization. The organization provides not only a salary, but also assistance in every aspect of life, from birth and illness to getting married and having children.

If you leave the current company and go to work at Linlou, the pay will certainly be higher. However, you will lose other benefits and have to take care of everything yourself, whether big or small. At the moment, no one is ready to make this decision.

"We are different from you. Even if you leave the Tsinghua Design Institute, you can still be a teacher at Tsinghua. No matter what happens, you still have the organization to rely on. If we leave our organization, then there will be no one to oversee us." Guo Yi was caught in hesitation.

"Didn't you plan to start your own business before? Whether you work for yourselves or join the architectural firm in Hong Kong with me, you still have to leave your current company. Why are you not hesitant about this now?" XU Jiaping asked.

“Why are you not hesitating anymore? Haven’t I asked you several times? I was just about to change my mind after hearing so much from you, and was getting ready to stay at the company and observe for a while!”

"It's one thing to say, but the key issue is that once you leave the company, you won't have insurance anymore. When you're young, you might not care, but what about when you're old? When you're old, people will be collecting retirement pensions, but I won't have anything? I'll have to pay for medical expenses myself. Who can handle that? Besides, I've heard that foreign architectural firms have no guarantees. Today the firm might be doing well, but tomorrow it might close, and even if it doesn't close, they might lay off employees..."

What to do when getting old? No security! When many 80s graduates go to work for private or foreign companies, their parents will ask these questions. It may seem like a joke at the time, but for Guo Yigang and his peers, it is a real issue.

"Mr. Bei's architectural firm has been in business for many years, and it's been getting better and better! If you're planning to keep grinding away at the office, I won't say much. But if you want to come out, can't you just take a leave without pay and still keep your job? Talk to the company and ask them to keep helping with your social insurance contributions. It's no big deal, we can even pay the company to make the contributions on our own."

"First for a year and a half, come out and give it a try. In two years, you should have saved enough money to buy a house. At that time, you can choose to return to your original unit, continue to apply for a leave of absence without pay, or simply resign! The options will be much wider than they are now," Xu Jiaping had already figured out a solution for them.

"Alright, we've eaten and drank enough for today. Let's call it a day and go back to ponder. If you have any ideas, I can take you to meet with Mr. Lin and have a chat with him. Even if these people want to go, whether Mr. Lin wants to see them is another matter. Xu Jiaping cannot guarantee their entry, only recommend them for an interview."

"Such a big matter, we really need to think carefully about it!" After coming out, everyone took the bus home and started seriously considering their choices.

When the weekend came, Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong found Xu Jiaping. "They haven't made up their minds yet. We discussed it and thought that it's not very useful to just think by ourselves here. If we spend all this time thinking and Lin Gong ends up not liking our abilities, then it would all be for nothing. So we might as well come over and chat with Lin Gong first, and if we are qualified, then we can talk further."

"Alright, that's perfect. Lin is not going out today, I'll take you over to meet him." Xu Jiaping glanced at the things in their hands and smiled, "Oh, it looks like you're well-prepared, you even brought the previous drawings. I'd say your abilities are stronger than mine, as long as you perform normally, you'll definitely be chosen."

"Old Xu, you're being a bit dull. Back in school, you had better grades than both of us, and after these years at Tsinghua, you've left us far behind!"

Although they knew that Xujia Ping was trying to comfort them, his words did make them relax a bit.

Once in the quadrangle courtyard, Xu Jiaping went to talk to Linlou. Linlou then called them in, first to look at their work and understand their past experiences, and then to briefly discuss their views on architectural design and some professional issues. The interview was almost over after this.

"Your levels are fine, a simple adjustment and you can start work officially. Although their perspectives are somewhat limited, it may be a bit difficult for them to independently handle projects now, but Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong have very solid foundations. They will definitely have no problem handling some basic work. After some training and broadening of their horizons, they may soon be able to catch up with Xu Jiaping and Li Qingxi."

"Regarding the issue of compensation and benefits, Teacher Xu has probably already informed you, but he might not have finished, so I will reiterate!" Linlou introduced the welfare benefits of their firm, "We are an architectural firm in Hong Kong, and our salary and benefits system is definitely better than those in the mainland."

"The basic salary each month is three hundred, with certain standards for bonuses and commissions. If the performance is good, the bonus may exceed the salary. As for the commissions, it depends on your contribution to the project. Generally, after winning a project, twenty-five percent of the design fee will be allocated as the project commission for the entire team."

"The chief designer gets 10%, and the architecture, structure, and hydropower departments evenly divide the remaining portion, with each team receiving 30%. Within the departments, the income is further distributed according to actual contributions. This is the firm's daily income. In addition to this, some benefits are given on holidays, and there are also other benefits such as travel, vacations, and overseas inspections."

"In principle, every member of the firm should have the opportunity to study in developed countries such as Europe, America, and Japan at least once a year!"

"Three hundred yuan a month?" Just hearing the base salary, Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong were a little shocked. At their previous jobs, they only made a few tens of yuan a month, totaling only seven to eight hundred yuan a year. If they came to Linlou, wouldn't they be able to earn back a year's wages in just two or three months?

"The base salary is a bit low, especially compared to those colleagues in the firm in Xiangjiang. This is also because the cost of living in Xiangjiang and Beijing are different! However, after including bonuses, commissions, and so on, the total income calculated in the end will not be much less than theirs! For the projects we handle in Xiangjiang, the design fees start at tens of thousands of Hong Kong dollars. As long as you participate, you can easily earn tens of thousands in a year."

Tens of thousands? After hearing this number, Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong couldn't help but swallow hard. Nowadays, although there are more people who are earning tens of thousands than before, they are still objects of envy. Becoming a tens of thousands household within a year is a very tempting prospect. Moreover, some private houses have already started to be sold. Although ten thousand yuan may not be enough to buy a quadrangle courtyard, it is definitely more than enough to buy a house suitable for marriage.

Work hard for a year, buy the house first, do a simple decoration and move in! Then save money for another year, and buy some imported appliances for the home, that's enough.

Their unit's policy allows for a two-year leave without pay. So why not take a leave and earn some money for two years, and then see the situation later on? If it's possible to continue the leave without pay, then we can keep working here! If it's not possible, then returning to the original unit wouldn't be a loss! At the very least, we have a house, and all the furniture and appliances we need. It would be good to continue working at the unit and earn some daily expenses.

"It's not low, it's not low, this treatment is already very good!" In the past, they wouldn't have dared to think of such good treatment. This is equivalent to being a ten-thousandaire every year!

"Oh, by the way, I heard from Teacher Xu that both of you are in a relationship and planning to get married? It's just that due to the issue of housing, you are not able to get married at the moment?" Lin Lou remembered something else.

"Yeah, the two of us are living in the company's collective dormitory now! Although the company also has dormitories for married couples, the quota is too limited. There are still a lot of people in front of us, so who knows when it'll be our turn! Otherwise, we wouldn't be thinking about leaving!" Upon hearing this, Guo Yi just felt a lot of guilt.

His partner has been with him for several years, but they were unable to get married due to issues with the house. Seeing that her sister is already discussing marriage with her partner, he felt even more pressure. That's why he came up with the idea of going out on his own, as he couldn't let his partner get married after her sister, and certainly couldn't let her sister keep waiting for them.

"This is not a big deal. You must have also seen Teacher Xu's courtyard. All the courtyards in that alley belong to us. Each teacher has one, and the rest belongs to the company. If you can come over, I can arrange a three-bedroom apartment for each of you! You can live there first, it's enough for you to get married!" Hey, it's just a house. I have plenty of them here."

"How is the money calculated?" They had originally planned to save for at least a year before being able to move into their new house, but they didn't expect the opportunity to come so soon.

"Just like the residential buildings for the company's employees, you'll have to pay for water and electricity yourselves and also contribute towards the maintenance fees. It will only amount to a few bucks per month! The house is for living, isn't it? It's not right to have it empty all the time. It's better to use it to attract new employees." Lin generously said.

"The houses are all cleaned up now, and the water and electricity are connected. Just do a simple cleanup, move in the furniture, and you can live in them! If you are interested, I'll ask Teacher Xu to take you to have a look later!" The only issue is with the sewer system, as the old city area cannot use flush toilets. This is related to the problem of municipal pipeline laying and will take a few more years to resolve."

"I'm going to see the leader on Monday to apply for an unpaid leave!" Guo Yi finally made up his mind. This house is like the last straw that broke the camel's back. His girlfriend has been waiting for so long. How can he make her wait for another year? Now she can move in right away and live in a three-bedroom apartment. If it's fast, they can get married next month!"

"I'll go too!" Jiang Wensong also realized, he looked at Guo Yijian and said, "Let's set a time and have the wedding together, so that old Xu doesn't have to make another trip."

Lin stood up and shook hands with each of them, saying, "On behalf of the firm, I welcome both of you and hope that we can have a pleasant cooperation in our future work."

We've talked about this enough. Linlou called Xu Jiaping in and asked him to take Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong to see the house first. "There are plenty of empty quadrangle courtyards over there anyway, just let Guo and Jiang choose whichever they want." Huh, why does it feel a little awkward hearing Jiang being called "Worker Jiang"! It always reminds Linlou of a certain micro-managing artist who loves to write diaries.

After coming out, Jiang Wensong and Guo Yi did not immediately go over, but instead said to Xu Jiaping, "Lao Xu, you go home first and wait for us. We will come find you in a while!"

"What else are you two going to do... Oh, you're going to pick up your dates and bring them over to watch together, right?" Xu Jiaping immediately realized, "Sure, I'll go back and prepare some food first. When you're done watching, we can have a meal together!"

Hey, I wonder what Lily's reaction will be when she sees the house. Guo Yi has already started grinning.
Chapter 428 Cement Factory

"Lily, let's go. Mr. Xu is treating us to dinner tonight. Hurry up and get ready, we should go early!" As soon as Guo Yi arrived at his girlfriend Xu Li's dormitory, he wanted to take her away, but he hadn't revealed the true purpose of their visit yet. He wanted to surprise his girlfriend and had already started to imagine how happy Xu Li would be when she saw the house.

"I don't want to go. What does it matter if I go to your old classmates' gathering?" Xu Li said, feeling a little dispirited.

"Didn't you have a good chat with his girlfriend last time? Why are you not going this time?" Guo Yi was still a bit confused, what's going on here?

If they went out to eat, it would be fine, but when they went to Xu Jiaping's new house, Xu Li couldn't help but think of their own situation with Guo Yi. They didn't even have a marital dormitory while others already had such a big courtyard. Although Xu Jiaping's wife didn't deliberately show off these things to her, some unintentional hints occasionally made Xu Li feel uncomfortable.

"Come on, come on, it's rare for us to get together. It would be great if everyone could go and have a good time. Jiang Wensong is also going back to pick up his date. It wouldn't be right if you don't go when everyone else is going, right?" Guo Yi persuaded Xu Li, and the two of them took the bus together to go there.

After getting off the car and walking for a while, they arrived at the alley. Xu Li couldn't help but feel envious, "Look at these houses, how spacious they are. Even if both sets of parents, siblings, and relatives all come to live here, there would still be more than enough space. Unlike them, who can't even find a place to be intimate."

"Oh, why did you two come over at this time? You didn't go do something bad, did you?" After meeting, Xu Jiaping joked for a few sentences, then took out two cans of Coca-Cola and handed them to them, "Here, take a break and have a drink first. When you're rested, I'll take you to see the house!"

"Look at houses? What houses are we looking at?" Xu Li was a little confused, but Jiang Wensong's girlfriend Wang Min was very eager. After Jiang Wensong talked to her about this, she immediately expressed her support. Earning ten thousand yuan a year and even lending a house to live in, where else could they find such a good opportunity?

Even if there are any problems in the future, can't we just apply for a leave of absence without pay? We can just go back after two years, right? By then, I can also buy a private property with Jiang Wensong.

"Lily, didn't I just go with Wensong to talk to Mr. Xu's leader?" Guo Yi just repeated the previous incident, emphasizing the benefits Linlou gave them, "Besides salary, bonus, and commission, Lin also said we can borrow a three-bedroom apartment to live in! Just need to pay a few dollars a month!"

"As soon as we enter this alley, the first three units and the last four units are all vacant now. You can choose whichever one you like! Come on, let me take you over to have a look!" Estimating that they were all eager to see the houses, Xu Jiaping went back to his room to get the keys and led them out to look at each unit one by one.

"This suite was designed by Teacher Li Qingxi, who is particularly skilled at handling garden landscapes. So the house and the landscape in this courtyard are very well matched. If you choose the three-bedroom suite on the second floor, you can sit in the living room and enjoy the courtyard view." After they entered, Xu Jiaping continued to introduce them.

"This set was personally designed by Lin Gong, and the interior decoration was done by our office's designer, Liang Zhitian from Xiangjiang Design, to make it more stylish. This set was designed by me and is more suitable for people like us to live in."

"Can we really choose from all of these?" Xu Li and Wang Min's eyes were overwhelmed. In the past, it was difficult for them to find a couple's dormitory of about ten square meters. But now, among the floor plans they just saw, none were smaller than ninety square meters. The difference is too big, isn't it?

"Well, except for the few sets that are already occupied, the rest are all available for selection! In fact, although some of the quadrangle dwellings are already occupied, there are still many rooms available. In Xu Jiaping's courtyard, only the two of them live, and it's similar for the other courtyards, with at most both sets of parents added. It's really too spacious to have so few people living in such a large courtyard.”

Even if they both moved into his yard, there are still plenty of houses. But after the Xu family moved in for a while, he started to enjoy this two-person world lifestyle. If there were no other place to go, he might consider letting them in, but since there are extra houses now, he doesn't want outsiders to disturb his life.

"Yi Gang, can we really move in and live here? A three-bedroom, two-living room house? Even the director of our department doesn't have such good treatment, right?" Xu Li just felt a little dizzy, still a little disbelief in her own luck.

"As long as you agree to let me take an unpaid leave from work and come out to work with Lao Xu, we can move in next week!" Guo Yi was still a little worried that Xu Li would not let him take an unpaid leave from work.

“Why wouldn't I agree to it? Three hundred bucks a month, plus such a big house to live in! I'll even have my own bathroom and washbasin. I'd be silly not to agree!” Living in a collective dormitory in the tube building, dealing with all the trouble just to use the bathroom and get ready every day, Xu Li has had enough of this kind of life.

"First, you guys choose a house now, go to apply for sabbatical leave next week, and move all the furniture. If anything is missing, we'll go buy it. If you can't find it at the department store, I'll take you to the Friendship Store. If you don't have enough money, you can take it from me first and pay me back when you receive your bonus and commission. Tidy up well for a month, and by next month, you can get married!" Mr. Xu said with a smile.

"This place is so spacious, it's perfect for a wedding! In my opinion, why don't you two settle together and save yourselves from another round of busyness!" Xu Jiaping's partner also advised, given their relationship, whoever gets married, they all have to help each other, so it would be more convenient to do it together and save some trouble.

"Yeah, Wang Min and Xu Li have been waiting for you two for so long. In the past, the conditions did not allow, but now the situation is better, and it's indeed time to get things done earlier! By then, a few of us old classmates will work together to make sure everything is taken care of!" Nowadays, getting married is not as troublesome as in later generations. Relatives, friends, and colleagues gather together to simply celebrate and that's it.

As long as the young couple has a place to live, nothing else matters. It's quite common for the husband to ride a bicycle and carry his wife back home. There is no need to prepare half a year in advance.

Wang Min and Xu Li are both locals of Beijing. When they go back home in the evening, they will be able to talk about this matter. They have been in a relationship for so long, and their families are also aware of it. Their parents are quite satisfied with them, except for the house. Now that the problem with the house has been solved, marriage is really just around the corner.

"I'll choose this set!" Xu Li finally chose the house designed by Lin Lou and Liang Zhitian. Like most young people nowadays, she also liked more trendy things. As soon as she heard it was designed by designers from Hong Kong, she was sure it must be good.

"Lao Jiang, how about you choose the set opposite to this one? Then we can all live in the same courtyard and it will be more lively! Otherwise, it'll just be the two of us here, and it might get a bit spooky at night!" Guo Yi looked at Jiang Wensong and asked.

Jiang Wensong didn't speak yet, Wang Min spoke first, "I still prefer the courtyard we just saw. There are so many beautiful flowers and plants in the courtyard! Let's live in the apartment on the first floor, and the garden is right outside the balcony. It'll be so relaxing to sit in the garden, have some tea, and read a book, right?"

She decisively chose the courtyard designed by Li Qingxi. As for the reason, it's not just what she said earlier. Having a yard all to herself is much better, isn't it? It's a bit hard to loosen up when living with others at night.

"No problem, once you have completed the procedures and are ready to move, just let me know. I will find a car to help you move your things over!" As long as it's settled, my position at the law firm will become more and more stable from now on.

Looking at the house, several people returned to Xu Jiaping's courtyard, lit charcoal, and started eating copper hot pot. Several ladies drank cola, and three gentlemen drank beer. While sipping their drinks, they brainstormed for the wedding.

They kept making a fuss until seven or eight o'clock before finally dispersing. After I went back to the dorm and fell asleep, these two young couples would still burst into silly giggles from time to time. When they woke up the next day, their roommates couldn't help but ask what kind of good dream they had last night to make them so happy!

Before going to work, Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong had just discussed and agreed to go back separately to write and submit their applications for taking unpaid leave. This was a big deal in the unit, and it had alarmed everyone from their office director to the deputy deans of the institute. They were quickly called to the meeting room and given a talking-to in the hope that they would reconsider staying.

This is not entirely for their own good, but also because I am worried about how to divide the work if they leave. Moreover, it doesn't sound good if it gets out that someone from our unit is taking a leave of absence without pay.

But no matter how well they speak, they can't solve the problem of the marital home. So Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong insisted on not giving in and strongly demanded to resign without pay. When the leaders asked about their plans after resigning without pay, they only said they were preparing to start a business with someone else and did not reveal their intention to join other design units.

If our department is really discussing reforming the architecture design unit, maybe it's better for you to consider going into business. Honestly, if you speak your mind, the unit might actually keep you from leaving.

Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong initially thought that it might not be easy to ask for unpaid leave, but they didn't expect it to be so difficult. It took them over a week, with their unit leaders persuading them one by one and even involving their partners and parents in an attempt to change their minds. They were exhausted from the constant persuasion during the day and at night, and almost couldn't bear the pressure.

In the end, Xu Jiaping came up with an idea to take them to the Friendship Store to buy some imported goods, and then they went to the homes of several key leaders for a visit. Only then did they finally relax.

After persuading for more than a week, the leaders said, since these two young comrades have a determined attitude, let them go out and explore first. The unit will reserve their positions and pay their social insurance fees on time. If they succeed, we will be happy for them, and even if they encounter setbacks, they can always come back at any time!

Then the relevant personnel helped them to complete the procedures. After obtaining the documents from the unit, Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong were full of emotion. "Ah, it wasn't this complicated to join the unit in the first place. If they keep dragging it out, I don't think I can bear it anymore!"

"Stop talking about it and go report to Mr. Lin! You promised to get it done in a week, but now it's taking almost a month. If we lose this opportunity because of that, we'll be in big trouble."

Fortunately, the problem they were worried about did not occur. Lin Lou welcomed them happily, "It's no big deal to come a few days late. Just come over when you can! I heard from Teacher Xu that you guys have been quite tired these days, on top of having to move. How about you take a break for a few days and focus on moving? Come back to work on the 1st of next month, and only after sorting out these tasks can you work with peace of mind!"

"Master Yang, have a discussion with Jiang and Guo to find out how much stuff they need to move and when they plan to do so. Then, you can arrange for a vehicle and help them with the move." Lin called the driver Yang Mo over to coordinate his assistance in helping the two newcomers move.

Upon hearing this, Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong finally let go of their worries. After declining a few times, they accepted Lin Lou's kind offer. After all, they really needed to move and, besides, they were indeed exhausted from all the recent upheaval.

Shortly after they left, Chen Dejiang and Lin Sheng arrived to report their latest work progress to Mr. Lin, "Boss, the factory in Zibo has been almost taken care of. I'll basically be staying there in the future. I'll come back after the factory is back on track!"

This year, the policies have been further relaxed, so Chen Dejiang seized the opportunity to acquire a ceramic tile production plant there, intending to expand the scale and produce more ceramic tiles to supply the Beijing market.

Zibo, where Linlou also served as his consultant, most of Shandong's ceramics are from Zibo in the future. At the same time, Zibo is also the largest construction material production base in the north, and many southern ceramic tile production enterprises have set up branches in Zibo, specializing in supplying the northern market. Once they establish a foothold here, they won't have to consider moving for a long time.

And in the future, if you want to enter other building materials field, Zibo will also be a very good choice, for example, now Linlou has new business to give to them.

"I heard there are quite a few cement factories in Zibo. See if you can secure one. I have some special cement that needs to be produced!" Just received a message from Zhou Yalun. Huang Aiguo has already completed the industrial production technology research and development for special cement and can start producing cement for the supply to the Antarctic research station and the renovation project of the Workers' Stadium."

This great opportunity is naturally not something Lin and Lou would let others take. Let Chen Dejiang take over a cement factory for production, and then supply it to the Antarctic research station and the Asian Games, which is naturally the best option.

"Um, this matter is a bit difficult to handle! The ceramic tile factories in Zibo are all small-scale, and the local authorities don't pay much attention to them, so it's relatively easy to acquire them! Cement is an important industry in the area, and now cement is in high demand, so they definitely won't be willing to let go!"
Chapter 429 The Big Boss of Fragrant River City

"Manager Zhou, the conditions here are a bit tough, please bear with us." The car stopped in front of the best hotel in Zibo, and Chen Dejiang, with a smiling face, said to Zhou Yalun. Although he knew that Zhou Yalun, like himself, was working for Linlou, he always felt that people from Hong Kong had a higher status than himself.

"It's okay, I used to travel to the mainland for business often. This kind of condition is already quite good!" Zhou Yalun said politely. With an annual salary of fifty thousand dollars, she had to persevere no matter how tough and tiring it was.

"I won't disturb your rest then. You go upstairs to take a break first, and later I will come to pick you up for dinner. I'll take you to taste Boshan cuisine, which is the origin of Shandong cuisine. I guarantee you've never tried it before. Tomorrow, I will contact a few leaders, and then we can have a good chat about the acquisition of the cement factory." Chen Dejiang said as he opened the car door for Zhou Yalun.

This is also Lin Lou's idea. If Chen Dejiang cannot take down the cement factory, then let's switch to Zhou Yalun. Nowadays, businessmen from Hong Kong receive completely different treatment compared to local businessmen in the mainland. Many local businessmen cannot handle certain matters, but if a businessman from Hong Kong takes the lead, they can immediately secure more favorable conditions.

When entering the hotel, the receptionist wanted to ask Zhou Yalun for a letter of introduction, but he surprised her by presenting a Hong Kong passport instead. The receptionist was unsure how to proceed and quickly called the lobby manager for assistance. Eventually, Zhou Yalun was accommodated in the hotel's best suite, and the staff attentively helped him personally with his luggage to the room.

After returning, the lobby manager was still pondering, "Tsk, these Hong Kong people are really wealthy. Look at their clothes and jewelry, how much money do they cost?"

"Manager, what is she here for in our Zibo? Looking for relatives? Or wanting to invest in business?" The front desk girl was also curious to meet a guest from Hong Kong. After all, Zibo is a small place, not comparable to Jinan or Qingdao. Even though she worked in the best local hotel, she rarely saw any overseas guests.

"Hmm?" After she said that, the lobby manager also came to his senses. Right, it would be the best if she came over to invest. We need to quickly inform the higher-ups. If we can sign a big project, we will also get credit for it, won't we?

Even if she's not here to invest but to find her relatives, there's nothing wrong with informing the leaders, right? We can help her find her relatives faster, can't we? After finding her relatives, we can also persuade her to invest in her hometown. Isn't this a perfect opportunity?

"You help me keep an eye on things, fulfill any requests from that guest as much as possible, and come to me quickly if you can't handle it! I'll make a few phone calls!" During this period, the hotel staff are all ready to assist in attracting investment, so the lobby manager immediately went inside and reported to the leaders of the department.

After obtaining the leader's permission, he quickly made phone calls to several relevant departments and informed them about the news of a prominent Hong Kong businessman visiting their hotel.

So when it was almost dinnertime, Chen Dejiang and Lin Sheng came over to take a look. Several familiar leaders were sitting in the hotel lobby. He quickly went up to greet them, took out some Zhonghua cigarettes and distributed them one by one, then asked, "Do the leaders have important work? Is there anything I can help with?"

The leaders originally wanted to refuse, but the lobby manager quickly went over and whispered something to them. Their eyes immediately lit up, and their attitude became much more gentle. They enthusiastically shook hands with Chen Dejiang and said, "Old Chen, you are doing big business. You even have a relationship with the big boss from Hong Kong!"

Oh, so that's how it is. Chen Dejiang immediately understood. This must be the big boss from Hong Kong who came to the hotel, so he quickly informed them to come over to attract investment.

This saved me a lot of effort. I don't have to find someone myself. They can settle the matter at the cement plant after discussing it. After thinking it through, Chen Dejiang revealed his iconic simple and honest smile, "It's just some business dealings. When Manager Zhou was in Beijing, he used our factory's tiles and that's how we met."

"Isn't it more than just that? If it were just a simple matter, why would they come all the way from Beijing to our Zibo? Could it be for some big business opportunity?" The leader held his hand tightly, his eyes shining brightly. If we could attract investments, everyone present would benefit, without a doubt.

"No, no," Chen Dejiang was clear that being too eager was not good for business. Since they were so excited, let them come back to us, so we can handle it faster and get better conditions. "I just praised the Bosham dishes from Zibo in front of Manager Zhou. Manager Zhou likes to taste food from around the world, so he came over."

"We came back to Zibo this time just to eat our Boshan tofu, hard-fried meat, and Jiaozhuang pancakes. It's just for the food, nothing else." Chen Dejiang shook his head like a rattle drum, absolutely refusing to acknowledge anything else.

"Lao Chen, you're really not being thoughtful enough. It's over a thousand miles from Beijing to Zibo! No one comes all this way just for a meal!" Zhang Guangsheng, the deputy secretary general of the local government, said. The director of the Investment Promotion Bureau, Qi Hongbo, and the director of the Industrial Bureau, Jiao Anjie, shook their heads in unison, not believing his words.

"Don't mention how surprised you might be, even when I first heard about it, I couldn't believe it. But Manager Zhou told me that overseas, there's a food rating system called the Michelin star, divided into one star, two stars, and three stars," Chen Dejiang continued to share the gossip he heard from Linlou with them.

"A Michelin one-star restaurant is a restaurant with certain characteristics. If you happen to pass by, you must stop and taste the food. A Michelin two-star restaurant has top-notch culinary skills, offering excellent food and wine pairings, worthy of making a detour to visit. As for a Michelin three-star restaurant, it is truly exceptional, with perfect and unparalleled culinary skills, worth making a special trip for, even if it means planning a trip specifically to taste the food, it is worth flying over for."

"When Manager Zhou was in Hong Kong, he loved to take frequent flights to big cities like Paris, New York, and Tokyo to enjoy good food. The distance from Beijing to Zibo is not that far, and it's reasonable to come over for a visit to taste the famous dishes in Boshan, right?" Chen Dejiang had this ability. Although what he said was a lie, combined with his innocent look, everyone would believe it to be true.

Just then, several leaders took out their notebooks and started preparing to take notes. This was quite unusual for them, so they had to remember it quickly. It might come in handy next time they dine with their superiors.

Even several leaders took the initiative to ask, "How is 'Michelin' written and what is its origin? What level of authority does this unit have to rate restaurants worldwide?"

This eloquent speech impressed several leaders, leaving them feeling amazed. They couldn't help but exclaim, "Hong Kong is truly developed! Old Chen, if you didn't tell us all of this, who would believe it? Just for a meal, one can take a plane all the way to the United States?"

"This kind of thing is not common in Hong Kong. Only big bosses like Manager Zhou, who are both wealthy and gourmet, would do this. Ordinary people don't have the time or capital for it." Chen Dejiang timely hinted to them that this is a wealthy big boss. If you want to attract investment, you have to serve her well. If she is pleased and drops a little from her fingertips, it would be enough for you to eat your fill."

"If you're talking about other cuisines, we can't guarantee, but if you're talking about Boshan cuisine, in all of Zibo and even all of China, no one can compare to Master Jiang from our Zibo Restaurant. Master Jiang is a direct disciple of Master Wang Wenyong! If the boss of Fragrant River wants to eat Boshan cuisine, I will arrange it. Let's have an authentic Boshan banquet!" Zeng Guangsheng said immediately.

In the history of Boshan cuisine, there are two key figures. The first is Sun Tingshuan, a Boshan native who served as the Emperor Kangxi's tutor. After resigning from his official position, Sun Tingshuan settled in his hometown of Boshan. His son held the position of Grand Minister of the Court of Judicial Review and was responsible for the palace's meals. Over the years in the capital, the father and son integrated the rich flavors of Beijing cuisine with local dishes, greatly promoting and enriching Boshan cuisine.

The second one is Wang Guangyong, a famous chef and the founder of Jubilee Village Restaurant in Boshan. He led the creation of the "Boshan Four-Four Feast," a banquet that has lasted for centuries.

Master Wang passed away in 1968, but he still has several disciples who are still active. However, these famous chefs have not started their own restaurants yet, and most of them are still working in public organizations.

"Old Chen, they've come a long way, you have to treat them to a good meal! This is on me, you go invite them up now, I'll make a call and arrange everything here, we'll be able to eat as soon as we get there," Zeng Guangsheng said, patting Chen Dejiang on the shoulder.

"Secretary Zeng, they just came over to have something to eat, nothing else. It might not be very appropriate for so many of us to be here together, right?" Chen Dejiang was delighted in his heart, but he pretended to look hesitant on his face.

"Lao Chen, don't you understand this a little? When dining, you can't just eat. You also need to tell some stories about the food from Boshan. Do you understand these? I'm quite familiar with them! When you tell them to others, they will be happy eating it." Zeng Guangsheng has a lot of experience in hospitality work.

"Lao Chen, haven't you always wanted the kaolin mine next to your tile factory? If you go and ask Manager Zhou to join us for a meal, I'll take charge of this matter." Seeing that he was still not in a hurry, the director of the Industrial Bureau, Jiao Anjie, played his trump card.

Tsk, I worked hard to negotiate for a long time and tried to push the price down, but you didn't budge. Now, just to have a meal with the big boss from Hong Kong, you willingly give in... Chen Dejiang is happy, but also feels a bit frustrated. It's not like we don't bring benefits to the city, so why is there such a big difference?

Benefits in hand, Chen Dejiang exchanged a few pleasantries and promptly went to invite someone. After explaining the situation to Zhou Yalun upstairs, he immediately understood and quickly tidied up before following him downstairs.

Despite being able to speak fluent Mandarin, she still greets these leaders in Cantonese, which makes them respond enthusiastically and have a more enjoyable conversation.

Go out, get on the car, and upon arrival, enter the elegant room and seat yourself. Invite Zhou Yalun to the top seat and introduce the dried fruit cold dish on the table, "From ancient times, Boshan has been a coal-producing region, with a developed economy and a concentration of merchants, thereby driving the development of gourmet food. Several renowned chefs from Boshan who have worked in Beijing, Jinan, and other places have returned to their hometown. They have introduced dishes from famous restaurants in other places and combined them with local dishes in Boshan to create something new."

"On the basis of the Three Combination Seat and the Swallow Tail Seat, the Four-Four Seat was formed. What is the Four-Four Seat? In terms of number theory, when eight people dine at the Eight Immortals Table, the Four-Four arrangement is just right—having one less person would be insufficient, and having one more would be excessive. From the perspective of traditional Chinese concepts, the meaning of 'four' often carries auspicious implications such as 'Four Red Four Joy', 'Four Even and Eight Stable', 'Four Sides and Eight Directions', 'Four Seasons of Wealth', and so on."

"In terms of dishes, there should be four dried fruits, four fresh fruits, four types of pastry, four cold dishes, four main courses, four side dishes, and four bowls of condiments... In detail, they can be further divided into traditional four-set, all-vegetarian four-set, sea cucumber four-set, and so on. If you want to try them all, you'll have to spend a few days in Zibo!"

"At that time, we will take you around Zibo during the day, and come back for lunch and dinner to taste the delicious food of Boshan. Zeng Guangsheng is already thinking about creating opportunities, using the time to take her to visit some famous enterprises in Zibo, to see what she is interested in, and then take appropriate measures."

Zhou Yalun pretended to hesitate, but with the persuasion of Chen Dejiang and the temptation of delicious food, he agreed to come down and started following several leaders the next day for sightseeing. He didn't pay much attention to the projects they recommended.

Having been eating for several days in a row, and as they watched the well-known enterprises in Zibo almost closing down, the leaders were getting a little anxious as they saw Zhou Yalun still not showing any intention to invest.

Fortunately, when passing by the cement factory, Zhou Yalun's gaze finally changed. This made Zeng Guangsheng ecstatic, and he hurriedly suppressed his excitement and asked, "Miss Zhou, are you also interested in the cement industry?"

"Our company has always been researching and developing new technologies in the construction materials sector. Previously, we obtained a production process for a special cement which is considered quite advanced globally. We have also received recognition from the National Marine Bureau and the Antarctic Expedition Committee. Once production is officially underway, it can be used in the construction of China's Antarctic research station," said Zhou Yalun.

The several leaders became even more excited! Global advanced! State Oceanic Administration, Antarctic Inspection Committee! These words really made them eager, if they could seize this opportunity, they would gain great success.

"Manager Zhou, our cement production history in Zibo is quite long. How about we go in for a visit and take a look at the production level of our Zibo cement factory?" Zeng Guangsheng quickly extended the invitation.

"Uh, I'd rather not. I came here this time just to relax and unwind, not to discuss business! Plus, even if I were considering acquiring a cement plant, I would prioritize ones near Shanghai or Guangzhou. This way, it would be more convenient for supplying the Antarctic scientific research team or selling to Hong Kong." Zhou Yalun began to play hard to get.
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"We have a direct railway from Zibo to Qingdao, and it's also convenient to ship by sea from Qingdao to Shanghai. It won't increase much cost, and if you are going to buy a cement plant in Shanghai, the cost will be much higher, right? The opportunity has arisen, please don't miss it," Zeng Guangsheng added hastily.

Linlou is actually quite satisfied with the construction of the cement plant in Zibo. The location is conveniently situated on the transportation cost line for a large amount of goods, 500 kilometers away. The cost of transporting goods by train to Beijing is also within an acceptable range. In addition, the profit margin of special cement is higher than that of ordinary silicate cement, so it doesn't matter if it is a bit further away.

It's also convenient to transport by sea to Qingdao. Supplying the Shanghai market is not a problem. After establishing a relationship with the Ocean Bureau, we can also strive to undertake the construction of ports in Shandong and along the entire Bohai Bay coast.

"You can't just focus on the markets in Shanghai and Hong Kong. Shandong is close to Beijing. Even if you acquire a cement factory in Guangzhou to specifically produce cement for sale in Hong Kong, you can't neglect the market in Beijing, whether you're shipping cement from Guangzhou or Shanghai to Beijing, it's not cost-effective!" Director Jiao Anjie of the Industrial Bureau also chimed in.

Several leaders have been signaling to Chen Dejiang, and he nodded in acknowledgment of their signals. He began persuading Zhou Yalun, "Manager Zhou, the future development of the Beijing market is indeed very promising. Moreover, it is convenient to travel from Zibo to Beijing, and shipping goods by train only takes a day. Otherwise, why would I come all the way here to open a ceramic tile factory?"

"If you open the factory here, we can take care of it on a regular basis! Besides, since we are already here, it won't hurt to take a look inside. Let's take a look first, and if it's not suitable, we'll discuss it again!" After Chen Dejiang's persuasion, Zhou Yalun finally agreed.

When I arrived at the factory, I changed into work clothes, put on a mask, and carefully toured the factory. This cement plant was built in the 1950s, and the machinery is outdated, but the workers are highly skilled with a very professional attitude, and the various rules and regulations are strictly enforced.

As long as we change a batch of machines, after the training is completed, these workers will be able to start quickly, fully satisfying the production needs of special cement. Moreover, the nearby distribution of minerals is also very suitable. The raw materials needed for special cement are all available nearby, so there is no need to transport them from elsewhere.

After coming out, Ceng Guangsheng eagerly asked, "What do you think? The technical level of this factory is top-notch in our Zibo, and it will definitely meet your needs!"

"The machinery is too old, and the road from the train station to here is also in poor condition. It's inconvenient for trucks to transport raw materials and finished products in and out!" Despite being quite satisfied, Zhou Yalun always starts by pointing out the flaws, wanting to negotiate for better terms.

"These machines have been in use for less than thirty years, and everyone takes good care of them, so they are not much different from new ones." Jiao Anjie, the director of the Industrial Bureau, came out of this factory and is very clear about the details of the factory.

"If it were for producing ordinary cement, it might barely suffice, but what we need to produce is special cement. Most of these machines are not up to the task and need to be imported from Japan. Setting aside the cost of purchasing foreign technology, just hiring experts from Tsinghua University's Building Materials Research Institute to conduct research already cost us $200,000. If we have to re-import all the machines, the cost would be too high," continued Zhou Yalun, shaking his head.

What technology requires two hundred thousand dollars? Jiao Anjie feels a bit silly. The total amount spent on technology updates in all the cement factories in Zibo each year is probably not even half of this number, right?

Zeng Guangsheng's attention was focused on the fact that all the machines need to be imported from Japan. If this goes through, then our factory in Zibo could be considered as one of the most advanced in the whole country. We need to figure out a way to finalize the contract as soon as possible, otherwise losing such a large business to Shanghai would be a huge loss.

"I don't know much about machines, but solving the road problem is easy. We produce cement in Zibo ourselves. As long as you are willing to cooperate, I can arrange for people to prepare the road widening and repairs now! It's only a few kilometers from the cement factory to the train station. With some effort, we can manage to fix it in the city."

"In terms of taxation, we will help you to obtain the maximum preferential treatment. If you encounter financial difficulties after introducing machinery and equipment, we can also assist you in arranging loans and strive for the best interest rates for you!" He smoothly listed all the preferential conditions.

Chen Dejiang listened for a while with a heavy heart. We both came to Zibo to open a factory, but why didn't I have such good preferential conditions back then? The difference between foreign investment and domestic investment is just too big!

This is also a very common phenomenon in the business field since the early days of reform and opening up. In order to attract foreign investment, various regions have offered many preferential conditions, which make local businesspeople envious.

From a macro perspective, this may involve the issue of stock and increment. Local funds are always here, but foreign capital is an increment, and foreign capital can also bring advanced technology and management. However, in practical operations, sometimes it is obvious that the technology of local enterprises is similar or even more advanced than that of foreign enterprises, but they do not receive the necessary support.

"You can rest assured about the railway, we will definitely cooperate and give priority to securing the freight cars for you, and try our best to ensure the transportation of your products!" Seeing Zeng Guangsheng speak, other department leaders also expressed their commitments, offering various kinds of preferential treatment.

"Oh? Can we also arrange for the transportation of goods from Zibo to Qingdao, Weihai, or Yantai? If that's the case, it's worth considering. Exporting cement to Japan from these ports would indeed be closer than going through Shanghai," Zhou Yalun finally relented with a sense of being convinced.

"Can we still export to Japan?" Several leaders were somewhat hesitant. Japan's industry is much more advanced than ours, do they also need our industrial products? Shandong has always had a tradition of exporting to Japan, but most of the exports are primary products such as scallions and seafood, with very few industrial products.

"The special cement developed by our company is considered advanced worldwide. Even Japan does not have a similar product. If they need to build ports and breakwaters, they will definitely need our product. As long as the factory can be built, we will definitely be able to sell as much as we can produce!" Zhou Yalun said confidently.

Linlou has met so many architects in Japan, and it's not for nothing. Through their connections, he can easily sell this special type of cement to Japan, and there won't be any problem with the sales.

"No problem! Promoting exports is also a key focus of the government's work. As long as you have the need, we guarantee to do our best to solve it for you!" Zeng Guangsheng said without hesitation. This is the export business, which is currently the most valued business by various local governments. If I can secure this deal, not only can we attract foreign investment, but it will also promote exports. Once this matter is settled, will I be able to be promoted to the position of deputy secretary-general?"

When he returned to the hotel, Zeng Guangsheng immediately requested a meeting room and began discussing with Zhou Yalun. Zhou Yalun indeed expressed the intention to cooperate and then threw out a bunch of demands, including road repairs, securing railway cars, and obtaining raw materials from the mines, all of which Zeng Guangsheng readily agreed to.

But there are still some issues. He is not good at making decisions, and the most crucial issue is the investment ratio and personnel arrangement. The local government definitely wants to form a joint venture. Zhou Yalun will use funds and technology to invest, while they will use the original fixed assets of the factory to invest. Then, both parties will share the profits based on the proportion of shares.

But Linlou must be considering sole proprietorship, allowing Zhou Yalun to spend some money to purchase the original assets in the factory, so that the factory can make its own decisions in the future, which will be more convenient.

As for the original staff in the factory, those skilled workers with a positive work attitude will definitely be retained. Talented technical personnel can also stay and they will be entitled to better welfare benefits than before. As for the incompetent leaders, let them go, and have Zhou Yalun recruit some management talents to replace them.

In this way, the issue of how to resettle those who have been cleared becomes a problem. The rank of this cement factory is not low, and it is not easy for the leadership to place them all. Just as the personnel issues from previous years have been resolved, many units have a bunch of leaders, and there is really no space available.

And even if they were available, the question is whether they are willing to go. It's not as comfortable to go to those units to drink tea and collect salaries as it is to be a leader in the original factory. Nowadays, cement is in short supply, not to mention getting the permits. If a customer wants to come and buy cement, they will have to be well taken care of. What a wonderful life.

However, although Zhou Yalun is willing to pay more, he is resolute and uncompromising on these two key issues. After discussing for several days with no result, Zhou Yalun even showed a desire to terminate the negotiations and look for opportunities elsewhere.

This surprised Zeng Guangsheng and the others. Without even mentioning Shanghai and Guangzhou, in just these few days, news has spread to Qingdao, Yantai, and Jinan. They have all sent people over, hoping to invite Zhou Yalun to invest there. As long as he dares to leave, they can immediately take over and take him to visit the best cement factory in the area.

In this case, not to mention being promoted to the Secretary-General, it's hard to say if he can even keep his current position as the Deputy Secretary-General. So he quickly reported the situation to his superiors, and the local leadership team held an emergency meeting to discuss this issue overnight.

"According to the previous negotiation results, just purchasing new machines from Japan would cost over a million US dollars, right? Adding the cost of acquiring the factory, this should be the largest foreign investment in our city since the reform and opening up. The mayor hesitated as he looked at the figures. If it could be finalized, it would also be a great political achievement for him."

"Not only that, according to Manager Zhou's long-term plan, as long as the factory can start production smoothly, the cement exported to Japan next year can be calculated in millions of dollars!" a deputy mayor reminded, this is a long-term political achievement.

"What about the issues of Antarctic scientific research stations and the construction of the Asian Games venues? When these projects start, if people ask where the cement comes from, our reputation in Zibo will spread, and many leaders will know about it, right? In the future, when they come down for inspection, taking them to the cement factory to see it will be quite impressive."

"Reform is like feeling for stones while crossing a river. Sometimes, we can afford to be a little bolder!" With various benefits laid out in front of them, the leaders were all tempted.

"Are there a lot of wholly foreign-owned enterprises now? I remember when I visited Shenzhen for learning and exchange, people mentioned that in 1979 Charoen Pokphand Group and the US-based Cargill each invested $30 million to establish the Charoen Pokphand Cargill Shenzhen Limited, so there should be no issues with the policy!"

"Manager Zhou's price is fair, and we can pay in US dollars. With so much foreign exchange, the city can accomplish a lot. Several factories in the city urgently need to upgrade their equipment, and now they have the money to do so. Privately, we can also send more officials to go on overseas inspections."

"The workers' problems are easy to solve. Most families are willing to stay. Even if there are a few who don't want to, they can be arranged to work in other factories. It's just a bit difficult to deal with the management. Life in the factory is comfortable, and no one wants to leave! Everyone is slowly thinking of ways to solve each problem, but it's stuck at the management level in the end."

"During the process of reform and opening up, there are always some individuals who obstruct the progress of reform due to personal interests gains or losses. This situation must be severely cracked down upon!" Just thinking about the glorious prospects after the cooperation is reached, several leaders couldn't help but say, "Your obstruction of cooperation is not supporting reform."

This big hat is impossible to bear, so the cadres in the factory who have a way quickly seize the time to transfer to slightly better units. Those who have no choice can only comply with the arrangements of their superiors and leave the cement factory. Naturally, those who cannot see the situation clearly and insist on resisting will not have a good ending.

With the concerted efforts of the leaders, this agreement has finally been reached. Zhou Yalun, representing the Hong Kong Hualin Investment Company, signed the agreement with the local government and acquired the cement factory.

Then the management team quickly moved in with the help of the headhunting company in Hong Kong and Standard Chartered Bank in Shanghai, and paused the construction of the factory. They imported new equipment from Japan, installed and tested it, trained the workers, and got the work off to a flying start.

The local government also took immediate action to organize manpower to repair the roads connecting the factory to the railway station and various raw material mines, in order to meet the needs of the new cement plant; at the same time, it actively negotiated with the railway department and the import and export department to ensure that the equipment would be smoothly delivered to the factory area as soon as possible.

Even during the Chinese New Year, everyone didn't rest. They only took a two-day break on the thirtieth and the first day of the lunar new year, and then continued to work on the construction. They kept busy until the arrival of spring. Finally, the cement plant completed its trial operation and successfully produced the first batch of samples. After testing, the samples were completely qualified.

Everyone breathed a sigh of relief and continued to produce and store cement according to the standards set during the trial run. Zhou Yalun took a batch of samples to Beijing, where the National Marine Bureau, Antarctic Research Committee, and Lin Lou were already waiting.
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Huang Aiguo and Zhou Yalun came to the courtyard of Lin Building with the samples. Since the new equipment arrived in Zibo, Huang Aiguo has been staying in the factory as a technical guide, carefully guiding the workers' work until the samples are successfully produced before leaving.

After taking a short break and having something to eat, he gave a demonstration to Lin and others in the yard. Due to limitations, experiments such as low-temperature condensation and seawater erosion couldn't be conducted for the time being. However, the results of the rapid solidification experiment proved that this industrial specialized cement can already meet the requirements for rapid repair projects.

"Great, now the renovation project for the Asian Games venues won't lack raw materials! With this special type of cement, whether it's for the Workers' Stadium or other old sports venues, it will save a lot of effort during renovations. Compared with the time and labor costs saved, the slightly higher price of special cement compared to regular cement is not a big deal."

As soon as Huang Aiguo heard that the cement he developed could be used in the construction of the Asian Games venues, he was extremely excited. This was such a great honor, but he was still somewhat unsatisfied, thinking about the Antarctic scientific research station. "I will do the low-temperature solidification experiment and the anti-sea water corrosion experiment when I go back. According to the current situation, the experiments should pass smoothly!"

"Well, after these experiments are completed, we will take the samples and the lab report to the State Oceanic Administration and the National Antarctic Scientific Research Expedition Committee! We must secure this business!" Linlou had already planned that, as for the scale of the Antarctic scientific research station, it shouldn't require much cement. Even if it requires donation, they must secure this project.

The Changcheng Station has undergone four expansions, forming a scale of 2 kilometers from north to south and 1.26 kilometers from east to west, covering an area of 2.52 square kilometers. There are 25 various buildings with a total area of 4200 square meters.

It includes seven main buildings, including office building, dormitory building, medical and sports building, meteorological building, communication building, and scientific research building, as well as several scientific utility buildings, such as solid tide observation room, earthquake observation room, geomagnetic absolute value observation room, upper atmosphere physics observation room, satellite doppler observation room, and geomagnetic detection room.

As well as other utility rooms, such as garages, tool sheds, cold storage rooms, tea rooms, carpentry rooms, cold storage and vegetable storage, at the beginning of this year, only more than 500 tons of various building materials were used, including less special cement needed, estimated to be less than the daily production of Zibo Cement Factory.

This small business won't make much money anyway. Donating it will earn a good reputation and also help establish good relations with the National Marine Administration. The real money lies in the construction of various harbors and breakwaters in the future.

"Don't worry, we have done these experiments thoroughly. With the good equipment now, the experiment time has been shortened a lot. It won't take long for me to produce the results!" Huang Aiguo was a little puzzled by Lin Lou's identity, but seeing Zhou Yalun reporting the work to him and being so respectful, he did not dare to be careless and said seriously.

"We have seen your work before and we believe that you can definitely do a good job!" Lin poured a cup of tea for him and then started thinking about it while chatting. The annual sales volume of this special cement in the future is calculated in tens of millions of tons. Even if he cannot take it all, and can only take a small part, it is still a profit in the billions.

In comparison, Huang Aiguo received a pitifully small portion. Even though he made the largest contribution in the research and development of this cement, if it weren't for Huang Aiguo's outstanding skills, the results definitely wouldn't have been achieved so quickly. So Linlou felt that he was being a bit unfair to him.

Think about tentatively asked, "Researcher Huang, according to the company's articles of association, for researchers like you who have made outstanding contributions to project research and development, the company has rewards. I wonder what you would like?"

"Reward? I've written several articles for this project, what more do you want for a reward? Can't you even give me a certificate?" Huang Aiguo was a little confused. Previously, when he was at the institute, whenever he achieved something, he would either be promoted in his professional title or be honored. But it seems like Hualin Company can't do either of these, right?"

"We really can't issue the certificate!" Actually, it's easy to get a certificate, it only costs a dollar to buy several from the store, but the certificate Huang Aiguo wants is not the type that can be easily bought from the store.

"However, we could award you and your team a bonus! Do you think it's appropriate?" Linlou guessed that if this were a research institution abroad, it wouldn't be surprising for researchers to achieve financial freedom through this research. He was also willing to directly give Huang Aiguo tens of thousands of US dollars, but he was worried that he wouldn't dare to accept it.

"Bonus?" Huang Aiguo hesitated visibly. His mind was fully devoted to research, and while he may be a little slow in dealing with social matters, it didn't mean he was clueless. His research group recently acquired a lot of advanced equipment and published several articles, causing jealousy among others. If they were to receive more money, they might end up getting reported by someone.

So he thought for a moment and asked, "Can the bonus be converted into equipment? A few of us have regular salaries and don't have many places to spend money."

"Are you saying you don't want this tens of thousands of dollars in prize money?" Lin Lou asked with a smile.

"How much? Tens of thousands of dollars? Are they all for our research group?" Huang Aiguo's voice started to tremble. He originally thought it would be just a few dollars in bonuses as before, but he didn't expect Linlou to offer tens of thousands of dollars. This really scared him! If the department finds out, it will be a huge mess!

"Mr. Huang, this is also the practice of European and American research institutions. It is very common for many researchers to achieve financial freedom based on a research achievement. Our Hualin company has always attached importance to technology, and these bonuses are also a sign of our respect for you," Zhou Yalun chimed in, even citing a few examples of researchers in the United States receiving substantial bonuses.

"The tens of thousands of dollars are for you alone. There is a separate budget for bonuses for the other team members. We will give varying amounts of bonuses to them based on their contributions to the project, so even the researcher who contributed the least can receive thousands of dollars in bonuses," Lin Lou added.

"This... This is too much, right?" Huang Aiguo initially wanted to refuse, but when he thought about what could be done with ten thousand US dollars, he fell silent. Moreover, the reward was not just for himself, but also for so many researchers in the group. He had been at the unit for a long time and already had a house and everything, but those young ones still hadn't settled down yet!

As long as he gets this bonus, things like houses, furniture, and appliances will definitely not be a problem. He could also marry his long-time partner. Thinking about all this, Huang Aiguo found it difficult to refuse.

However, it's not easy to just take the money. Other people in the organization are only receiving a fixed salary of a few dozen yuan, but they managed to get tens of thousands of dollars in bonuses! If others find out about this, there will be an uproar in the organization. Huang Aiguo doesn't even need to think to know that those who are not qualified to receive rewards will immediately go back and write a report, directly bringing the matter to the government, which would not be surprising.

By that time, both oneself and the other researchers in the group will have incurred their share of blame. Even if the higher authorities investigate and do not take action against them, they will still find it difficult to get along in the unit, being ridiculed and taunted every day. The real fear is that someone harboring ill feelings will create various obstacles for their future research experiments.

"I know about the culture of some research institutions in the country. Everyone is used to an egalitarian distribution system. Suddenly giving you so much bonus, even if it is what you deserve, I’m afraid it would be difficult to explain."
Lin Lou naturally understood his concerns, so he offered a solution, "So, have you considered resigning and leaving the institute?"

Linlou plans to poach talent from Tsinghua University's Institute of Building Materials. There are many types of special cement, and he has a large number of cement formulations with different application ranges and performance. He needs someone to help him complete the transformation process from theory to application. Based on previous collaborations, Huan Aiguo is an excellent candidate.

"Coming out from the academy?"
Huang Aiguo felt that the problems encountered today were much more difficult to handle than those in the past experiments. "The academy has nurtured me for so long, I feel embarrassed to come out. Besides, I am only good at conducting experiments and research. What else can I do if I come out?"

"Of course, we will continue with the experiments! Our company has prepared many formulas for special cement, all waiting for your research! If you are willing to come, our Hualin Company will purchase the most advanced equipment for you and your team, provide the most generous treatment, so that you and your team can conduct research in the best domestic laboratory without any worries!"

Zhou Yalun had already received instructions from Linlou, and immediately took out a list of equipment from her bag and handed it to Huang Aiguo. "Please take a look first. As long as you are willing to come to our company, I will quickly prepare all these equipment for you!"

Huang Aiguo originally didn't want to look at it, afraid that he wouldn't be able to resist once he did, but he couldn't help sneaking a glance. For a researcher, there is nothing more important than equipment.

Result, at first sight, he couldn't move his eyes away. The latest model of cement slurry mixer, standard Vicat apparatus, boiling box, Le Chatelier expansion apparatus, damp curing box, and so on, these are not the unrefined domestic products, but are filled with the sense of technology, advanced models from Europe and America, even more advanced than the equipment he is currently using.

If I could use such a device, I might have no regrets in this lifetime, right? Huang Aiguo's mouth is watering with desire.

"As for President Ling's side, if it's inconvenient for you, I'll go and talk to him! You and the researchers in your team can come to our company together. We'll leave the equipment for President Ling, and with the prestigious reputation of Tsinghua Building Materials Research Institute, these devices are considered top-notch in the country. Relying on these, President Ling will definitely be able to find replacements for your research team!" Zhou Yalun continued to persuade.

"However... However, my family is in Beijing, and I'm afraid it wouldn't be convenient for me to go to Xiangjiang with you. And when I leave the company, what should I do about social insurance, housing, and other related issues?" Huang Aiguo was left with the final dilemma.

"These things are easily handled! Our company will find a way to help you pay the social security fees, and it's the same for medical insurance! As for housing, there's no need to worry at all! I have plenty of houses, there are several sets of siheyuan in the alley with no one living in them."

Each set of Siheyuan has different sizes, with six to ten sets of two-bedroom and three-bedroom houses available. Just find a set or two of Siheyuan, and it will be enough to solve the housing problem for all the members of Huang Aiguo's research team. Just like Jiang Wensong and Guo Yigang, they can live in it first and then, when they have enough money in the future, they can find another place to buy a house.

"And the new laboratory will be built in Beijing, so you don't have to move at all! If you are willing to come, we will give you a monthly base salary of 2,000 yuan, and the research staff under you will be paid according to their abilities, with a minimum of 500 yuan! There will also be bonuses for producing results! The laboratory will have a cafeteria, security, and janitorial staff, so you can focus on your research!"

Under the repeated persuasions of Lin Lou and Zhou Yalun, Huang Aiguo was truly moved. Seizing the opportunity, Lin Lou took him to see the houses in the alley, and then they went to see the site planned for building the laboratory.

Lin Lou participated in the development of the urban planning scheme for the future of Beijing. He is well aware of the research land there and had Zhou Yalun step forward to secure a large piece of land from the relevant department, in preparation for designing and building it herself. Huang Aiguo is just the first team, and there will be more researchers joining in the future.

After returning, Huang Aiguo secretly called together several key members of the research group to brief them on the situation. Tempted by advanced equipment and better treatment, these people were also swayed.

Lin Lou then presented the design plan for the new laboratory, while Zhou Yalun produced the purchase contract for the new equipment. At this point, Huang Aiguo finally couldn't hold on any longer.

Since he has agreed, the only remaining issue is Ling Zhiyuan. Upon hearing that the core researcher of his department is being recruited, Ling Zhiyuan's initial reaction is anger. However, after Zhou Yalun promised a batch of equipment donations, Ling Zhiyuan's anger quickly subsided. While Huang Aiguo's skills are indeed impressive, there are still many others across the country who can compare with him.

He's gone, we can just recruit people from other institutions. If we refuse, we will lose these coveted equipment, and then they will go to other research institutions to poach people, which will be a big loss for the Tsinghua Building Materials Research Institute.

"Since you appreciate Lao Huang so much and Lao Huang also wants to go there, I don't want to be the bad guy! When the equipment arrives, I will help Lao Huang with the procedures!"

By the time the new equipment is imported from overseas, Lin's building has already completed the construction drawings for the laboratory and found a construction unit to start the construction!

Huang Aiguo's team has also completed the follow-up experimental work of special cement and completed the procedures for taking a leave of absence without pay. They are currently working on the preliminary work of another type of special cement in the courtyard, waiting to move in as soon as the laboratory is completed!

Thank you for the tips from SHOOTERS, Eagle Strike, Fish in the Abyss, Book Friend 20180412150300036, Terror Eggshell, Book Friend 20180527081702959, and Lonely Heart, 1249500627.
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The site of Hualin Laboratory is located within the Third Ring Road. Linlou made Zhou Yalun buy more than 100 acres of land in one go. If the laboratory is relocated to the outskirts after three or four decades, how much will the land price increase by then?

However, at the moment, the leaders of the relevant departments are still a bit worried, afraid that investors from Hong Kong may find this piece of land too remote. It was not until Zhou Yalun, representing the Hong Kong Hualin Investment Company, signed the contract that they breathed a sigh of relief.

When Linlou was designing this laboratory, he put his heart into it. In fact, in the design of research institutions, the emphasis is often placed on practical functionality, while overlooking the artistic aspect of the architecture, resulting in few classic architectural works being produced in these research institutions.

But this does not mean that there is no way to make an impact. If we carefully count, there are still some influential research institutions in architectural history, with the most famous being the Sol Kahn Research Institute designed by Louis Kahn.

This research institute was built under the leadership of Jonathan Salk, a renowned American experimental medical scientist and virologist who invented the polio vaccine. The co-founders of this research institute also include Nobel laureate Crick, who discovered the double helix structure of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) together with James Watson at the Cavendish Laboratory at the University of Cambridge.

In 1959, in order to support the construction of a new branch of the University of California in the La Jolla suburb, the city of San Diego provided a roughly 27-acre piece of land overlooking the Pacific Ocean to the Salk Institute with the consent of the citizens, and actively invited the Salk Institute to establish a research center at the site.

Saulk was captivated by the enchanting scenery here, and among several candidate cities, he decided to locate the research institute here in 1960.

In October 1959, by coincidence, Sol visited Kang's law firm in Philadelphia; soon, he was deeply impressed by Kang's personal charm.

Meanwhile, Kang found in Solk "the most unforgettable wisdom among all customers" and was fascinated by his views - that science and art can be completely integrated.

In that lecture, Solk cleverly used a pun to describe his goal, he wanted the lab building to be a place where "even Picasso could come".

Sork's views resonated with Kang, who believed that "science, as a measurable entity, must respect the existence of things and express great aspirations. As a scientist, he realized the need to invite immeasurable things onto the stage, and this is the domain of artists."

Subsequently, Solk officially entrusted the design task to Kang. Over the next 6 years, scientists and architects collaborated perfectly, creating together this classic building that combines science and art impeccably.

Two three-story high laboratory buildings occupy the site at the end of the canyon parallel to the Torrison Highway, oriented north to south, with each building arranged in pairs. Each building consists of three levels of laboratory space and three levels of equipment space.

In order to avoid obstructing the view of the adjacent areas and to ensure the proper proportion of the courtyard, Kang embedded the entire ground floor of the building complex (one floor for laboratories and one for equipment) underground. Meanwhile, eight sunken courtyards were designed on the south and north sides of each building, with four on the south and four on the north, providing natural light to the ground floor laboratories.

Kang placed five traffic towers at intervals in the sunken courtyard of the central plaza, facilitating the connection between the central courtyard, research labs, and experimental labs.

On the other side of the sinking courtyard in the laboratory building, Kang has also arranged five service tower in the same manner, which include elevators, rest areas, and emergency escape ladders. Openings have been set on the ground floor to connect the stairs with the outdoor public spaces. At the western end of each laboratory building, Kang has added a library, office space, and management rooms, where one can overlook the sea.

This building reproduces the historical spatial hierarchy in its spatial composition, and it exhibits many classical traditional features in terms of building form, size, and light and shadow. Most importantly, here, Kang successfully achieved the revival of the classical and integrated it with the mainstream of modern architecture.

Once the project was officially put into use, it quickly proved that the building not only met the practical technical requirements in measurable aspects, but also became a place that inspired creativity in immeasurable ways, achieving a perfect unity of functionality and artistry.

In addition, there are some research institutions that are able to combine both, such as the laboratory of Nestle Company in Mexico designed by Rojkind Architecture Firm.

From the overall appearance, the building is constructed using the collision of simple geometric shapes, coupled with Nestle's iconic orange color, giving it a lingering sense of childishness in appearance.

But this kind of childlike fun is not the usual childlike fun in the ordinary sense, it is more like an adult-like childlike fun. Hidden under the white walls is a creative playground, which is exactly the common pursuit of the owner and the design team: to incorporate more imagination into everyday work and create more possibilities for products.

Architect Robert-Konig of DHV Architecture Firm's design of the Van Leeuwenhoek Nanotechnology Laboratory in Delft, Netherlands allows people to experience the romanticism of hard lines.

The Simon's Center for Geometry and Physics at Stony Brook University in New York State uses interwoven stone, water, and plants to express the integration of technology, science, and design, while facing the campus and community with an open attitude.

There are similar works in China. In the future, the Tsinghua University Energy Building, jointly designed by China and Italy, exhausted all the cutting-edge achievements in building energy conservation at that time, and set a model of energy-saving buildings. At the same time, its futuristic appearance also left a deep impression on all visitors.

With these cases, Lin naturally did not want to design an ordinary building, so while meeting the needs of researchers like Huang Aiguo, he also made some bold innovations.

From a functional perspective, arranging the office area and the laboratory on each side of the building, while placing meeting rooms and rest areas in the middle, allows for unobtrusive work and convenient communication and collaboration between the two sides.

The exterior design adopts large glass curtain walls and atriums, allowing every room inside the research facility to enjoy ample natural light. In addition, it allows research personnel to easily take a break and gaze at the surrounding garden landscape and natural vegetation, providing a relaxing environment for the mind and enabling more efficient work.

Don't worry about confidentiality issues. There is a fence outside, and even if someone tries to peek from outside, they can't see anything.

When Huang Aiguo and his team members saw the renderings of the project, they couldn't help but compare it to the small and dim laboratory they used to work in. It was like night and day.

He even worried a bit that if the research institute was built too well, it might affect the research funding. After hearing his concerns, Linlou smiled and said, "Don't worry, the samples we provided have already been accepted by the State Oceanic Administration and the State Antarctic Expedition Commission. The Oceanic Administration even placed a large order. Just by supplying cement to a few ports, we will earn back the money spent on building the research center."

He finally relaxed, as long as it didn't interfere with his research, then it was fine. Then he looked at the empty space next to him, new ideas popped into his mind. He tentatively asked, "Lin, it seems a bit wasteful to build just an experimental building on such a large plot of land, shouldn't the remaining land be used to build residential buildings for the staff?"

"This is not impossible. If you have the need, the company can help build residential buildings nearby. However, it may not be suitable to mix the residential area with the research area. This is not conducive to the daily management of the research center and may lead to other issues."

"As for the remaining land, it is actually reserved for you. In the future, if new types of building materials are developed, we can construct some experimental buildings nearby to test the performance of these new building materials. This way, we can also explore new architectural design techniques, which would be a win-win situation."

"At present, this building only uses the special cement researched by us, and the aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate developed by researcher Zhang. In the future, when more people come, it's possible that we could build a whole building just using the new materials produced by our research center!" Zhang Shengli also succeeded in developing the aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate.

Then, Zhou Yalun also brought Huang Aiguo and his team along when he went to dig, and as a result, he donated a batch of new equipment to the Tsinghua University's Department of Building Materials Research.

"Using this kind of cement to build a house is indeed faster than before! But even with that, we still have to wait for several months before we can move in! During this time, we can only stay inside the house and read papers, do theoretical research, but it feels too idle!" Both Zhang Shengli and Huang Aiguo want to move in as soon as possible to start the next round of experiments.

"No hurry, sharpening the knife will not hinder the cutting of wood. Let's finish building the laboratory and properly install the new equipment before we can conduct better experiments! However, if you're not too busy recently, could you also help the company with another task?"

They have been working in the field of building materials research in the country for many years, and have participated in numerous industry academic conferences. They know researchers from all over the country. Now that Linlou has designed such a large research center, their team alone cannot handle it, so they need to continue to recruit more people!

Which domestic research institute do they consider to be stronger? The researchers there have excellent technical skills and are well trusted by them. It would be much easier for them to poach researchers than for Lin Lou to do it himself, or for Zhou Yalun to go.

"As long as they are willing to come over, after testing their abilities, different welfare treatments will be given based on their abilities. It is not a problem for particularly outstanding individuals to lead their own projects, and we will help them to get the research equipment they need!"

"We will also find a way to help solve the issue of obtaining Beijing household registration, and we can also help with our spouse's job and children's education! Both the cement factory and the tile factory have offices in Beijing, so arranging some easy administrative work for them is not a problem at all. If they have the ability, we can even recommend them to the China branch of Outotec company."

As for the issue of children's education, it's not a trivial matter. It's not in vain for Linlou to design the teaching building for Houku Middle School. Get the principal to help out, and the elementary school and kindergarten can be taken care of as well.

"Recently, there is indeed an academic conference scheduled to be held in Changsha, and they have arranged for me to speak. When I attend the conference, I will help inquire about it. Such good conditions are bound to attract some people!" Huang Aiguo said earnestly.

Even research institutions in Beijing are so short of funding, not to mention other places. Every time he attends a meeting, he hears these researchers complain. Whenever the issue of funding is brought up, everyone sighs in unison.

Linlou is willing to provide them with sufficient research funding, willing to purchase advanced equipment for them, they will definitely be willing, not to mention the temptation of Beijing household registration. Once this big killer is brought out, it is estimated that their families will be urging them to take unpaid leave and come to Beijing as soon as possible.

A few days ago, there was an academic conference in Guangzhou that wanted me to attend. I hesitated because it's far, so I didn't agree temporarily. Since that's the case, I'll just make the trip! I'll try to bring back a few people!" Zhang Shengli also agreed.

"After the schedule is arranged, inform Manager Zhou, and he will help you purchase the flight tickets. If anyone wants to come over and take a look first, also ask Manager Zhou to buy their tickets. No one will believe you just by empty words, but when you produce this, they will believe in our sincerity and strength!"

Even if they come to see and then don't come, it doesn't matter. It's like missing an opportunity to make a fortune. How many people can afford to take a plane now? When they go back, they will definitely brag about it. When the news reaches certain people's ears, they will inquire carefully about the matter.

How much is the airfare? Just consider it as advertising. Spending the amount for ten tickets can attract one useful researcher, which is a huge profit for Lind Building!

Take a plane? Zhang Shengli and Huang Aiguo both showed a longing expression at the same time. With their level, not to mention taking a plane, it would be good enough to get a hard sleeper train ticket when traveling for work. Who would have thought that there would be a day to take a plane.

After making arrangements, they quickly took a plane to hold a meeting. When they arrived at the conference venue, in the evening when everyone gathered to chat, Zhang Shengli and Huang Aiguo waved the fan they brought down from the plane a few times, and then talked about the equipment they had on hand now. The other researchers couldn't help but feel envious when they heard it.

When I came back, I found that a few researchers had followed me. I spoke with them and confirmed their capabilities, and then extended an invitation to them.

These few people hardly hesitated and agreed to it. They have funding, equipment for research, and can even obtain household registration in Beijing. Just go ahead and apply for a leave of absence with pay.

So one by one, they all hurried back to their busy lives. Dealing with the matters at work was a bit difficult, but they were determined to leave, and the company didn't have much of a choice. As for their families, they wouldn't object either. Who wouldn't want to go to Beijing? Who wouldn't want their children to study in schools in Beijing?

While these people were busy handling the formalities to come to the research center at Lin Building, Lin received an unexpected call. "Haha, Lin, do you still remember your old friend Alphons?"

"Hello, Mr. Pavalde." Hmm, why is he suddenly calling me? Linlou was a bit puzzled.
Chapter 433 Airport

Did something go wrong with the construction of the new flagship store for Pierre Cardin? Did he specifically call to inform me about it? When I was last in Paris, Linlou entrusted the on-site architect business for this project to his architectural firm.

“No, no, no, no problem. The construction of the new flagship store is going smoothly, and the progress is very fast. If everything goes well, it should be completed and put into use next month. The opening ceremony will definitely be arranged at that time, so Mr. Lin, why don't you come to Paris first? Then we can attend the opening ceremony together?” Alfonse immediately responded to Mr. Lin's question.

"Using so many new technologies and materials, and still being able to complete the project on schedule, Mr. Pavel, you must have worked very hard. I sincerely thank you for your contributions!" After hearing this, Mr. Lin breathed a sigh of relief. It's good that there were no issues.

"Haha, since I've signed that contract, I will work according to the provisions of the contract. And speaking of which, your drawings are very detailed, so the workers only need to follow the drawings to do their work! Besides, I've learned a lot from this project, which has given me a new understanding of Alec's application in the field of construction," Alphonsus said with a smile.

"Currently, the application scope of this type of building material is relatively narrow. It may be suitable for buildings with a high frequency of exterior updates, such as flagship stores of luxury brands, but not so much for other buildings. Deformation and scratches can have an impact on the appearance of buildings made with this material." Don't just use it everywhere just because you see how beautiful the Pierre Cardin new flagship store looks.

"Of course, of course, I definitely know... The facade of the new flagship store is almost completed now. There are many people coming to visit every day. Why don't you come and take a look earlier? I believe you will be very happy to see so many people liking your architectural works!" After saying a few more words, Alphons invited again.

"Since the flagship store won't be completed until next month, I'll just come back then. I still have some work to do here, so it's a bit of a waste of time to go to Paris so early! I will visit your Arrow Dart firm in advance!" Lin Lou has already started thinking about what gifts to bring to Paris this time.

"Okay, okay, I actually didn't just call about this matter! In fact, I've recently come across a new project, and it's a bit difficult for my architecture firm alone to secure it. I was thinking of collaborating with you and joining forces to participate in the bidding for this project. I'm wondering if you're interested?" Alphons had to be honest.

"Oh? What project?" I said, "The new flagship store of Pierre Cardin in Rades is still so far from opening, why do you want me to go there so early? It turns out there is another purpose."

However, Linlou is still very interested in taking on new projects, especially those in Europe. Not only can it increase his reputation, but the design fees are also much higher than those in China.

" I don't know if you have heard of the country of Latvia. It is located at the junction of Western and Eastern Europe, and it shares borders with Hungary and Yugoslavia. Originally, the country's economy was relatively underdeveloped, but in recent years, an outstanding leader emerged, leading the country to rapid economic development."

"After the economic prosperity, the ruler named Victor began to improve the level of public infrastructure in the country and determined the construction plans for several projects. One of them is the construction of a new airport in the capital. Due to the relatively small land area of Latvia, there is only one small airport that can accommodate a very limited number of flights."

"However, due to the improvement of the economic level in Latvia and the increasingly close international exchanges, the original airports have gradually become inadequate to meet the demand. Therefore, it is necessary to build a new airport. However, due to the lack of architectural design talents in the country, especially senior architectural design talents capable of completing airport design, they have to seek the help of foreign architectural firms."

"However, because the inherent impression of Latvia is difficult to change in a short period of time, those major European agencies do not pay much attention to this project. Instead, I got the opportunity! However, despite this, there are still some decent small and medium-sized architectural firms participating in the bidding for this project. To be honest, I don't have much confidence in defeating them and winning this project."

"So I thought of you, Mr. Lin, your Urudi Saint Drum Stadium and the new flagship store at Piel-Cardin left a deep impression on me. I believe that if we collaborate, we will definitely be able to win this project! I wonder how much you know about airport architecture?"

"I haven't designed an airport before, but I do have a good understanding of airport architecture. Not counting foreign projects, in terms of domestic projects, I have carefully studied examples like Norman Foster's T3 terminal at the Capital Airport and Zaha Hadid's Daxing International Airport countless times. I have numerous other airport architecture cases in my mind, so it's safe to say I am not unfamiliar with it."

"In recent years, our country's capital airport has also been undergoing expansion, with many of the tasks being handled by teachers from my alma mater. I have had the opportunity to participate in these tasks and learned a lot from them, accumulating valuable experience. So now, I have confidence in participating in a bidding process for an airport project."

The capital airport has undergone several expansions since its completion in 1958, including the national key construction project that began in August 1974, the 60,000 square meter T1 terminal building and apron, and the front parking lot and other supporting facilities. This project was not yet completed when Lin entered Tsinghua for his studies, and he did indeed visit and study with several teachers.

"That's great!" Alphons was thrilled to hear this. To be honest, as an architect, the opportunity to participate in the design and construction of an airport is quite rare. He had no such experience, that's why he sought help from Linlou. If Linlou didn't have experience in this area either, it would have been even more puzzling. Fortunately, Linlou did not disappoint him.

"You'd better come to Paris right away. Let's study the tender documents for the expansion project of the capital airport in Latvia together, and then come up with a concept proposal that can conquer them as soon as possible!" Alphonse urged eagerly.

"I'm looking forward to being part of this project!" Linlou immediately agreed. For him, designing an airport was also a rare opportunity, especially since this project was in Europe. Although Latvia was a small country, due to its geographical location, this project would definitely bring him more prestige than the Uru-Di-Senggu Stadium.

Even surpassing the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin in Raffles, it is undisputed that building a large structure is easier to gain fame than building a small one, though in the architectural world, an architect's level is not measured by the size of the building.

"So, please book the flight as soon as possible, and let me know as soon as the time is confirmed. I'll help you make the arrangements." After hearing Lin's promise, Alphonse gave a few instructions and then hung up the phone.

"Xiao Lou, is this Mr. Pierre Cardin's phone call? Is there something wrong with the project construction?" When they heard Lin speaking French on the phone, several teachers perked up their ears.

"No, it's Alphonsus Pavard. He told me that the construction of the flagship store of Pierre Cardin is going smoothly. The main structure is basically completed, and they are now working on the interior decoration. It will be ready for opening next month! We should also go to Paris to attend the opening ceremony!" Lin Lou's face was filled with an uncontrollable smile.

The scale and construction difficulty of this project are slightly smaller than that of the Fragrant Harbour Mountain Club, the Uludi Stadium, and the new library of Linzhou University. It is normal for it to be completed ahead of schedule, but according to Xiao Lou's character, he shouldn't be so happy about such a small matter, right? So Li Qingxi asked.

"Of course, he didn't just call for that matter. His architectural firm recently got in touch with a bidding business for the expansion of the capital airport in a European country. He feels he can't handle it alone, so he invited us to participate in the bid together, and I've agreed!" Lin Lou said with a smile.

"The bidding for the capital city airport in Europe?!" As soon as this was heard, everyone present stood up. The significance of a country's capital city airport was crystal clear to them.

Absolutely not lower than the position of the Uludii National Stadium, and this is also the capital airport of a European country. If they can get this, all the architects in the country will envy them!

"Xiaolou! Are you telling the truth? Can we also participate in the bidding for the capital airport of European countries?" Li Qingxi and others were a little incredulous.

"It's a joint bid with the Alphans-Pavard architectural firm!" Lin emphasized, sighing. There's no other way, his reputation isn't loud enough yet to attract clients from around the world, so he can only rely on Pavard's connections. However, he believes that as long as he performs well on this project, foreign clients will definitely seek him out in the future.

"Is this the first time in the country as well? After all, Latvia is not a third world country! Previously, Chinese architects have worked on projects abroad, but those were in third world countries like Mongolia and Cuba. Latvia may not be as developed as Western European countries, but at least it's a second world country."

To be able go to a country like this to design a large-scale project is a first for the country, so everyone immediately volunteered enthusiastically. "Xiao Lou, take me with you this time!"

"This time, Mita and Xu will be joining me, along with Teacher Jin..." Lin pointed out several people. The airport terminal building will definitely require a design with a large span, so the structural engineer is crucial, and he is definitely someone who needs to be brought along. There are also several other teachers whose areas of expertise are very crucial in the early bidding stage."

"You all just wait for a moment. If we can win the project, everyone will have the chance to go in the future." Then Linlou comforted the others, especially Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong.

"We're not in a hurry. Feel free to let us know if you need any help." Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong were both dumbfounded. How long had it been since they arrived, and now they already had the chance to participate in a major project? If they had stayed in their original unit, they wouldn't have even had the opportunity to design an airport in Europe, let alone one in China, right?"

"Everyone, get ready first, ask your family to help tidy up the house, and then hurry to gather information related to the airport. We will leave for Paris in three days!" After speaking, Lin called Zhou Yalun and asked her to help book his flight tickets.

He added, "Make sure you are prepared. The special cement and aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates we have developed may also be useful in the construction process at the airport. This might be a great opportunity to introduce our products to the European market. I'll keep an eye out in Europe, and as soon as there's an opportunity, you can bring samples and the team to Europe."

The industrial production research of aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate has been completed. Zhou Yalun has acquired a metal processing plant dedicated to the production of this product, and is currently undergoing machine debugging and worker training. Zhang Shengli is staying at the factory every day, and according to his estimate, the preliminary work will be completed smoothly and the formal production will start soon.

As a bulk commodity, the long-distance transportation of cement will definitely increase the cost. However, it can be transported by sea from Qingdao, heading south, crossing the Indian Ocean, entering the Mediterranean Sea through the Suez Canal, then docking at a port in Yugoslavia, and finally transported to the capital of Latvia by railway. Due to the lower cost of sea transportation, the final price is still acceptable.

In the future, a large portion of the cement consumed annually in the United States is imported from China, Greece, and Turkey, thanks to the lower cost of sea transportation. Additionally, the special cement produced by Lin Building has outstanding performance. Even if it is more expensive than regular cement, it is believed that the Latvian side can accept it.

Of course, according to the conventions of the construction industry, architects cannot specify a particular brand of building materials. They can only provide Zhou Yalun with an opportunity, and the rest of the work will have to be completed by her herself.

"Okay, no problem! I'll start collecting the information right away!" Zhou Yalun readily agreed. Selling cement to Japan had brought her a considerable bonus, and if she could secure the European business this time, she might be able to fully pay for a house in Hong Kong this year. For this, she was filled with determination.

After booking the flight ticket, Linlou called Alphonsus to inform him of the arrival time, and then began to work with Linmita and others to gather information about the airport as quickly as possible.

When waiting for the plane, besides changing clothes and office supplies, the rest of their belongings are all materials. They continued to study and analyze the materials even on the plane.

Still stayed in Hong Kong for one night, visited the office, and then accompanied by Liang Zhitian, they continued their flight the next day. After a long flight, they arrived in Paris.

Coming out from the exit, Alphons, who had been waiting for a long time, immediately gave a warm hug, "Lin, we must nail this project!"

Thank you for the tips from Ni Lu Xing Guang, Lonely Cactus, and 0Yuzu0.
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After exchanging greetings, Alphonsus took them to the pre-arranged hotel, which was also a five-star, but not as good as the one Pierre-Cardin helped book last time. So, he apologized as soon as they arrived, "I'm sorry. Although I wanted to book a better hotel for you, the other hotels are too far from my office. For the sake of convenient communication, we can only stay here temporarily."

"It's okay, work is still the most important thing!" Lin Lou also knew that the economic strength of Alphonsus was far less than that of Pierre Cardin, and the project hasn't been secured yet, so it's understandable to be a bit stingy.

"Then you can take a rest for a while. I will bring our team over during dinner time for us to get acquainted. You can continue to adjust to the time difference tomorrow, and we will officially discuss work the day after tomorrow!" Alphons also understood that Lin would definitely want to go and meet Pierre Cardin in Paris, so he left him a day for that.

Everyone was tired after flying for so long, so they exchanged polite greetings and went straight upstairs to rest. In the evening, Alphanso took them to a well-known French restaurant nearby. As they enjoyed French cuisine, he introduced his team members to Lin Lou, "This is Didier, this is Bernard, this is Lillian..."

These individuals are all young, but they have solid educational backgrounds. Lin spoke briefly with them, and they performed quite well. They are capable of taking on this important task.

They also have great respect for Lin Lou, after all, the achievements of the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects are there. It's just that they are a little dissatisfied with other members of his team and seem a bit impatient to start discussing work formally, to show Li Qingxi and the others how capable they are.

He is not particularly concerned about this rivalry, as long as it does not involve racial discrimination, this kind of competitive relationship is also helpful in improving work efficiency. Then he also introduced the situation of Li Qingxi and others, focusing on their contributions to the Uluru Holy Drum Stadium, Pierre Cardin flagship store, and the Fragrant River Club project.

Let Didi, Bernard, Lillian, and others know that they are not just riding on their coattails. They truly have the ability. After hearing this, their attitudes have improved a bit, but they are still eager to give it a try.

They will also have to stay in Paris for a long time, so they didn't talk about the airport project at the dinner this time, just mentioned the recent situation of the Pierre Cardin flagship store, "If everything goes well, when we come back after submitting the concept plan to Latvia, we can just catch up with the opening ceremony."

"Fortunately, I brought gifts; otherwise, it would have been a headache to deal with this matter! By the way, I also brought gifts for you all. I hope you will like them!" Then Lin distributed the gifts to Alphons and the others.

He brought several models of traditional Chinese architecture made by traditional craftsmen using mortise and tenon structure, which is truly the best gift for an architect.

When Lin Lou dismantled the model and then used mortise and tenon joints to put it back together, Alphons and the others looked surprised and couldn't stop praising, "What a marvelous structure."

"This type of structure is called 'timber joints' in Europe. A Greek chair called 'Chrismos' appeared in ancient Greece, having a simple, smooth, and elegant appearance, appropriate proportions, curved chair back, exquisite animal leg shapes, and carved patterns of plants." Bernard introduced.

"The chair also uses some simple techniques in component splicing, and the Stonehenge in England also has such craftsmanship during the construction process, but those seem relatively rough, far from being so exquisite! I will definitely cherish this gift, it is really interesting!" He couldn't put down the wooden tower model given to him.

"Do foreigners also have mortise and tenon structure?" After Lin Lou translated his words to Li Qingxi and others, they seemed somewhat surprised.

"It's not surprising. Europe also has carpenters. For wood processing, mortise and tenon joint structure is a very practical technique. However, their architecture is mainly based on brick and stone structures, and their research on this technique is far from as in-depth as ours. Although Europe also has similar rudimentary technology, it cannot compare to China in terms of precision and depth."

When the time is right in the future, Linlou plans to promote the application for World Heritage status for the mortise and tenon structure, to avoid being preempted by people from another country. They learned this craft from the Chinese, and now they have the audacity to apply for World Heritage status. It's really hard to know what to say about it.

East Asian countries have all mastered this technology under the influence of the Chinese. Japanese architect Shigeru Ban even brought this technology to Europe. When designing an office building for the Swiss media group Tamedia in Zurich, Ban completely avoided using reinforced steel, opting for wood and glass and interlocking them with a dovetail joint structure.

The project has used approximately 2000 cubic meters of spruce wood. Standard wooden components are first produced in the factory and then assembled by the construction unit using mortise and tenon joints, making it an innovative example of modern wooden architecture.

After dinner, they returned to the hotel to rest. By the next morning, their jet lag had almost been adjusted. Lin followed Alphonsus to Radfans to check the construction progress of the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin. Then, they visited Pierre Cardin and chatted about the recent situation of Maxim Restaurant in Beijing.

In the afternoon, Lin Lou, Li Qingxi, and others went to the Paris School of Architecture, found Academian Wang, handed over the things his family sent to him, chatted with him, and made an appointment to have dinner with Gem Baozan Buck in the evening. They also invited him to come to China to give a lecture.

After finishing these tasks, I can finally start working. On the third day after arriving in Paris, Lin, accompanied by Li Qingxi and Limmita, went to the architectural firm of Alphons, and they all gathered in the conference room to prepare for the project discussion.

Alphons asked Bernard to introduce the project to everyone. Bernard took out the drawings and hung them on the whiteboard, explaining, "Latovinia is a small country with a small population. Although the economy has been developing rapidly in recent years, the demand for aviation is increasing, it still does not require a too large-scale airport."

"In accordance with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) publication of the 'Convention on International Civil Aviation', the flight zone, which is the area used for aircraft takeoff, landing, taxiing, and parking, including runways, clearways, runway end safety areas, taxiways, aprons, and the area around the airport with limited requirements for obstacles, should be classified into several grades, such as 4F to 3C."

"According to the requirements of Latvia, the newly expanded airport will have two runways, which can accommodate large wide-body aircraft, and will have 100 to 120 aircraft parking stands, making it an international 4E-level civil airport."

"Of course, the construction of runways and aprons has established standards, and we just need to follow the standards. Now the key issue we need to address is the terminal. According to the design brief, the terminal building should have an area of over 100,000 square meters, with approximately 18 to 20 parking stands, 50 to 60 ticket counters, and 16 to 18 security checkpoints..."

Linlou nodded from time to time. From these numbers, it can be seen that the scale of this airport in Latvia is slightly larger than the future Xiamen Gaoqi Airport and slightly smaller than Tianjin Binhai Airport.

"So is this the technical specification for this time? Then, in other aspects, what are the requirements of Latvia?" After listening to the hard indicators, Lin Lou wanted to know what the soft indicators were. The hard indicators can definitely be achieved by the participating bidding agencies. The deciding factor for which agency ultimately wins may lie in these soft indicators.

"This airport, once completed, will undoubtedly become a landmark in Latvia. It will be the first building that most foreign guests see upon arriving in Latvia. Therefore, Latvia demands that, in addition to meeting international advanced standards in terms of hardware, the architectural style must also reflect the national characteristics of Latvia." Bernard replied.

"Lin, in fact, what you did in Uluudi is similar to what I invited you to bid for in the first place!" Alphanso added, even though Uluudi initially offered a different reason, after looking at Lin's architectural drawings, he immediately understood that it was the incorporation of Uluudi cultural characteristics that made Lin's work stand out and win the bid.

Since Linlou was able to deeply understand the culture of Urudi in a short period of time and incorporate it into the design of the architectural project, he will certainly be able to replicate this success in Latvia. Otherwise, Alphans would have looked for local architects in Latvia to cooperate with.

"I understand. It seems we need to go to Latvia first and have a look, preferably talk to local architects and artists, in order to better understand their culture. No matter what project we do, it's necessary to visit the local area first, which is also a basic quality of an architect."

"I'm ready, so if it's convenient for you, we can set off tomorrow! I'll have Lily help us contact the Latvian architects and artists later. Alfonso has been there before and had some interaction with the local representatives, but still hasn't found any inspiration."

"Then let's go as soon as possible!" Lin Lou translated these words to Li Qingxi and others. Seeing that they had no objections, he readily agreed, and then everyone started discussing their thoughts on the hard indicators.

"In terms of the layout of the airport terminal, I hope to avoid designing long walkways as much as possible, so that passengers can reach the boarding gates in a short amount of time," Lin said, expressing his ideas first.

In the afterlife, he often needs to travel for work. Some airports leave a terrible impression, such as Shenzhen Bao'an Airport. The roof makes people with a fear of heights shudder, but the over 38,000 skylights help bring natural light indoors and save energy, a design that is found in many airports worldwide.

However, the long journey from the security checkpoint to the boarding gate was simply unbearable for him. Passengers enter the interior of the terminal at the end of the "土" (earth) character-shaped building, and then the boarding gates are arranged at the end of the three branches of the "土" (earth) character, requiring passengers to walk a long distance to reach most of the boarding gates.

Furthermore, the taxi waiting area is also located a great distance away after exiting, causing passengers to spend a lot of time within Bao'an Airport, whether they are leaving or arriving. This is a huge inconvenience for every passenger.

If there's a traffic jam on the road, it could delay the boarding time due to the excessively long walking distance. There are also electric cars inside the security checkpoint, but most passengers probably wouldn't expect to be able to take a taxi after entering the airport, right?

In comparison, the design of Beijing Daxing International Airport is far superior. Its pentagonal layout ensures that each boarding gate is relatively close to the terminal entrance. Regardless of which gate passengers depart from, the distance to the central terminal area does not exceed 600 meters and can be walked in less than 8 minutes. This significantly reduces the average time it takes to reach the boarding gates compared to Shenzhen Bao'an International Airport, cutting it by more than half.

Just this one design alone is able to save countless travelers a significant amount of time, and also makes the flow of airport passengers more smooth, greatly enhancing travel efficiency and improving passengers' experience.

The airport in Latvia is definitely not as large as Daxing Airport and Bao'an Airport, and the annual passenger throughput is far from sufficient, but there must be demand for this aspect. After all, travelers do not want to drag their suitcases for a long walk in the airport, right? It's better to do fitness exercises outdoors or in the gym.

"You are absolutely right. Every time I go to Terminal 1 at Charles de Gaulle Airport, I can quickly reach the boarding gate, but when I go to the newly constructed T2A terminal, it always feels like a long journey," Alphonse also felt a sense of sorrow.

The terminal 1 of Charles de Gaulle Airport is circular, with boarding gates distributed along the outer edge of the circle. Passengers go from the center to the boarding gates, which are all approximately the same distance. On the other hand, the newly built T2A terminal is rectangular, so if the boarding gates are located on opposite sides, passengers will have to walk a long distance.

"Since the economy in Latvia is relatively good, we can also install automatic walkways inside the terminal building to allow passengers to reach the boarding gates more easily."

The automatic walkway was born quite early. It was first exhibited at the 1900 Paris World Expo, but it was not put into practical use until the 1950s when the aviation industry experienced significant development.

Aus Elevator Company once advertised their automatic walkway in an article as: "The ancestor of that person once traveled west with a covered wagon, but he doesn't want to drag his luggage 300 feet to the boarding gate from the terminal."

In 1958, the world's first airport automatic walkway was completed at Dallas Love Field Airport. It encountered several problems at the beginning of its use, but this did not hinder the technology from being implemented in many large airports.

Due to cost reasons, it is currently not being used domestically, but there seems to be no such issue in this project.
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"We can also place Latvian artworks on both sides of the moving walkways, just like Americans do in their airports. Both Philadelphia Airport and Los Angeles Airport have similar designs on the sides of their moving walkways. This will not only prevent passengers from getting too bored during their walk, but also showcase Latvian folk art." Alfonso came up with a great idea.

When talking about American art, there was a hint of disdain on his lips. In the eyes of a Frenchman like him, America and art simply don't go together.

"It should be fine. When we communicate with the Latvian artists, we can also seek their opinions on this design, and see where it would be better to place those artworks along the automated walkway." Linlou nodded in approval.

After lunch, everyone continued to discuss in the meeting room. Although the conceptual design for the airport has not been finalized, some interesting ideas have emerged. We will refine and select the most suitable one after visiting Latvia.

After having breakfast in the morning, Alphonsus drove over to pick them up, and they went to Latvia together. Linlou and the others had been looking forward to visiting Latvia for inspection back when they were still in China, so they had already obtained the necessary visa to enter Latvia. They didn't have to worry about being denied entry when they arrived.

The straight-line distance from Paris to the capital of Latvia, the city of Riga, is just over a thousand kilometers. It only takes two hours by plane. During the flight, Alfonso chatted for a while, and before he knew it, they were already flying over the city of Riga. He pointed outside the window and introduced to Linlou, "Look, this is the current airport in Latvia. The new airport will be expanded based on this airport."

"After we go downstairs, it's best to take a tour and understand the surrounding environment of the land!" Lin looked in the direction he pointed, only to see the airport located at the foot of the Alps, with snow-capped peaks not far away.

The Alps is the highest mountain range in Europe, located in parts of seven countries: France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Yugoslavia, and Slovenia. The easternmost part is located near the capital of Slovenia, and the scenery here is quite nice. It will definitely attract many tourists after the new airport is built.

"The climate and environment here are very good, situated between the two mountain ranges at the end of the Alps. The towering Alps block the cold air currents from reaching the city of Dum, allowing for relatively pleasant temperatures throughout the year. They also protect the airport from strong air currents, making takeoffs and landings very safe. That's why the location for the new airport has not been changed."

After getting off the plane, Alphansus delegated the task of retrieving the luggage to someone else and continued the tour with Linlou. It was evident that the current airport was very old and the scale was too small, making it seem somewhat crowded. It truly needed to be expanded.

However, some of the machinery and equipment used at the airport are quite advanced. Alphans (a person interviewed) introduced, "Latvia used to mainly focus on agriculture and animal husbandry, but in recent years, they have made good progress in the high-tech field, especially in electronic equipment and solar energy. Most of these devices are produced by themselves."

"Solar energy?" Lin Lou muttered quietly, the word reminding him of the pristine white peaks of the distant Alps. It brought to mind a classic airport design that only appeared in future generations, but whether this design could be used in this airport, he would have to see for himself.

The original airport was old and simple, with a small area. We passed through quickly and then got into the vehicle sent by the hotel to go to the city center of Dumu.

After entering the urban area, Lin Lou saw that although the original buildings in Dumu City were quite old, many places were constructing new projects. Perhaps if this country can continue to maintain its current economic growth, in a few years, this city will definitely surprise foreign tourists, just like China in the future.

After entering the hotel, the most striking thing is the sculpture in the middle of the hotel lobby. The main body of the sculpture is a knight, different from the knights in Western European countries who are wrapped in steel armor like tin cans. This native Latvian knight's attire resembles more closely that of Eastern nomadic tribes, wearing clothes made of animal skins and holding a long, curved sword.

Linlou was not particularly surprised by this. Before setting out, he had done some homework and had a slight understanding of the history of Latvia. Modern Europeans are mainly composed of a mixture of European indigenous hunter-gatherers, Neolithic Middle Eastern farmers, and Yamna pastoralists from the South Russian steppes, in different proportions.

In Western Europe, the majority of people are of maritime descent. However, in the Central and Eastern European regions, apart from the Slavic and Czech people, many ethnic groups are descendants of nomadic tribes.

Approximately 2,000 years ago, the domestication of horses laid the foundation for the emergence of nomadic people. From the 18th century BC to the 6th century BC, primitive nomadic people from the shores of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea began to migrate.

The Hittites, Kassites, and Hurrians migrated southwest, crossed the Caucasus Mountains, and entered the ancient land of Mesopotamia; the Carians, Illyrians, and Greeks migrated west and entered the Balkans; the Medes and Persians migrated south and entered the Iranian Plateau; among them, one group crossed the plateau and entered the the Indus River Valley, becoming the ancestors of today's Indians.

Further back, the Germanic people, under pressure from the nomadic tribes in Central Asia, crossed the Danube River and entered the territory of Europe. Behind them, the Hun leader Attila wielded the whip of the gods, announcing the irreversible decline of Rome. After Attila's death, the Huns retreated like the tide, and their descendants, the Magyars, established a kingdom next to Latvia, which became present-day Hungary.

The ancestors of Latvians were also nomadic people, who once followed Attila to conquer Europe and later returned with the Huns to establish Latvia at the foot of the Alps, naming the capital after their greatest hero in the history of the country, King Dum. Therefore, similar artworks can still be seen in this city.

In a conversation with local architects and artists from Latvia, an artist commented on Latvian culture as follows: "Latvian culture has two main sources. One is the nomadic culture passed down from our ancestors, which is reflected in our traditional clothing and cuisine that still carry the distinct nomadic style."

He also showed Lin Lou and the others the robe and boots he was wearing, which were very convenient for riding, just like traditional Mongolian clothing.

"I have prepared a stew of beef and mutton, a specialty dish from Latvia for you. Our ancestors used to herd cattle and sheep in this land, and they had the habit of putting beef and mutton with various spices into a pot hanging over a fire, slowly cooking it to create a delicious stew."

"The other source is Christianity. Our ancestors converted to the glory of God in the 10th century, becoming a shield of the Christian world and successfully repelling attacks from the Mongols and the Ottomans."

"This is also reflected in our architectural style," added a Latvian-born architect. "In Latvia, the most common style is Gothic architecture, brought over by missionaries from the west. However, there are still some buildings that have retained the nomadic style."

"For example, on the way from the airport to the city, you will definitely see many buildings with roofs resembling tents, and on some modern buildings, you can also see many decorative patterns and designs in the style of nomadic ethnic groups." Feeling inspired, the architect took out paper and pen and sketched some common decorations and patterns on the spot.

"I see that you seem to really like white color? Many buildings have chosen a white appearance!" Lin Lou asked. This question was crucial to whether they could win the airport project.

"This is because not far from the city of Doom, there is a rich deposit of white marble on the nearby mountain. Since our ancestors established the city here, the main construction material used has been the white marble extracted from that mountain, including the city walls, churches, the king's palace, the residences of nobles, and even the houses of commoners."

"Passed down for hundreds of years, white has become the favorite color of residents in the city of Dum, and the first choice for building houses. Moreover, the natural environment near Dum city is also very good, with fresh air and dense vegetation, so there is no need to worry about dust dirtying the houses." If a coal mine were to appear nearby, things wouldn't be able to continue like this.

Then Lin Lou, Alfonso, and others together appreciated the traditional arts of Latvia. There were both sculptures and paintings, as the artist just mentioned, most of the themes of these artworks are derived from the cultural traditions of Christianity and nomadic ethnic groups. They either depict religious themes or showcase the nomadic lifestyle of their ancestors.

The machete, tents, grasslands, etc., have become common elements in poetry, novels, paintings, sculptures, and music, allowing Lin Lou and others to appreciate the charm of Latvian culture.

Everyone enjoyed tasting the well-cooked stewed beef and mutton, while happily exchanging conversations over traditional wine from Latvia throughout the whole day.

Then, under the guidance of these local artists and architects, we visited the National Museum of Latvia, and then proceeded to visit several classic buildings in Riga, including ancient buildings that have withstood the test of time for hundreds of years and newly constructed modern buildings.

However, no matter what kind of architecture it is, most of them contain elements of nomadic culture. Even though Latvia has entered modern society and emerging technology industries have replaced animal husbandry as Latvia's new economic pillar, this remains unchanged.

As the deadline for discussing the conceptual plan with the local artists and architects in Latvia's airport is approaching, Lin is still able to easily communicate with them every day. However, Al is getting more and more anxious. If they can't come up with a suitable plan soon, they will miss this opportunity.

When he returned to the Lin building after visiting again, he couldn't help but ask Lin in the room, "Lin, after looking for so long, do you have any inspiration?"

"There are actually a few, but they still need some improvement in the details!" Lin Lou answered truthfully.

Upon hearing this, Alphonse finally breathed a sigh of relief. It's good to have inspiration, as it allows us to develop conceptual plans with intention. He then inquired, "Since you have an idea, why didn't you bring it up earlier so that we could start preparing sooner?"

"Because Latvia is too far from China. Every time I come, I have to transfer several times, which is very inconvenient. So I want to see everything at once, so that I won't have to come back and forth frequently between China and Latvia in the future!" Lin Lou answered as a matter of course.

His Lin Architecture Firm and Alphans-Pavard Architecture Firm have signed a joint bidding contract. With the help of the lawyer introduced by Pierre Cardin, the review work has been completed. There is no need to worry about Alphans copying his own creativity, but distance is still a problem.

After we secure the project, Lin will definitely have to come a few more times, but why wait until later when we can get more work done in one go? It looks like Beijing is about to win the right to host the 1990 Asian Games in the second half of this year. We still have to work on the design of the new sports venues for the Asian Games and renovate the old venues. There's no time to keep running back and forth to Latvia.

Alphons was a bit at a loss for words after hearing this response, and after a moment of confusion, he asked, "So, what exactly is your idea? Can you tell me about it?"

"Of course, of course, we are partners. I would tell you even if you didn't ask!" Lin Luo took out the sketches he had drawn in the past two days from his bag.

I don't know if you have noticed, the distant snowy peaks of the Alps at the airport are quite similar to the traditional tent-shaped structures of Latvia. They are both conical in shape, and they are both white! Therefore, I am considering designing the shape of the airport in the capital of Latvia in this way as well!

The inspiration for this comes not only from the peaks of the Alps and the tents of the Latvians, but also from the future Denver International Airport in the United States. The architect, Fentress Bradburn, also found design inspiration from the snowy peaks of the Rocky Mountains not far from the airport.

The white conical terminal building is covered with special fabric and built with tension structures, reminiscent of the snow-covered peaks of the Rocky Mountains in winter, as well as the tents of nomads in the wilderness. The airport passengers, much like the nomads, come and go, heading towards new destinations.

This project has also been consecutively rated as the best airport in North America by Business Traveler, and was ranked fourth in the survey for "North America's Best Landmarks" by AIA (American Institute of Architects).

Lilou thought that this idea would be more suitable for Latvia than Denver, after all, the people of Denver are not a nomadic tribe.

Of course, he definitely won't completely copy Fentress's design, just borrowing similar concepts, and shaping the architecture according to his own ideas.

I'll put an illustration of Denver Airport in the Easter egg chapter.
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Actually, tent-style architecture is not unique to Fenetrese. Since the birth of human civilization, tents have been a common dwelling for many ethnic groups. Nomadic peoples spend their entire lives in tents, while agricultural and maritime civilizations also use tents in the process of marching, fighting, and expanding outward.

In modern society, easily disassembled and movable tents still play an important role in people's lives. Urban residents often take tents to the countryside for leisure activities on weekends or holidays. Adventurers, travelers, and anglers also frequently use tents. Furthermore, some nomadic and fishing-hunting ethnic groups that maintain ancient living habits still use tents as their dwellings.

At the same time, many architects are also trying to turn tents into permanent structures. With the development of materials technology, the covering materials used for tents have gradually evolved, and humans have invented steel wires similar to spider silk, which can be used to construct large-span tent roofs. Thus, a new type of building form that integrates tents and modern architectural technology - tent architecture, has emerged, creating various novel and unique architectural styles.

The stability of buildings combined with the lightweight nature of tents, as well as the advantages of fast construction speed and low daily maintenance costs, tent-like structures are being increasingly used worldwide.

The swimming pool used during the Olympic Games in Munich, Federal Republic of Germany, was built in this way. Its canopy is made of steel frames and light transparent plastic, hanging from suspension bars, and the interior of the pool is brightly lit, able to accommodate 9,000 spectators.

Arriving at Jeddah International Airport in Saudi Arabia, a massive tent-like structure appeared before my eyes, resembling the surging waves of the sea, truly spectacular.

The building is the world's largest permanent tent-like structure, covering a total area of 104 square kilometers. It is the largest airport in the world and also a landmark in Saudi Arabia. The main purpose of building this airport is to accommodate the tens of thousands of pilgrims who come to Saudi Arabia for the annual pilgrimage.

The airport terminal is composed of 10 connected tents, each covering an area of over 4000 square meters, showcasing the unique pastoral style of Saudi Arabia. It is known as the "tent city in the desert." The facilities inside the tents are well-equipped, comfortable, and bright, accommodating up to 100,000 passengers at the international airport.

After the end of the Gulf War, Kuwait constructed a palace-like tent structure in just 50 days for the convening of the Gulf Cooperation Council summit.

The building is majestic and well laid out, complemented by an ancient color scheme, appearing noble and luxurious. Moreover, the main structure of the building is divided into three parts: a conference hall, a banquet hall, and bedrooms. The interior is fully equipped with advanced facilities, including disaster prevention and refuge facilities.

"The Shaherkhan, designed by the famous British architect Norman Foster, is the tallest tent-like building in the world. It is located in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. 'Shaherkhan' means the tent of a khan or king."

The large tent is 150 meters high and inside it, there is a man-made beach, a waterfall, a mini-golf course, and a botanical garden. A 150-meter high, 2000-ton tripod mast stands in the center of the tent, supporting a huge steel cable net and three layers of transparent plastic. It can be considered the world's largest tensile structure building.

The force situation of tent-like buildings is different from the structures of beams, arches, trusses, and cables in general buildings. It has its own remarkable characteristics in modern architecture. Innovative architects not only retain the advantages of traditional tents, but also design new forms. Nowadays, although there are not as many tent-like buildings as in the past, they have definitely appeared.

So when Alphons saw the concept sketch of the Lin Tower, he immediately thought of the Munich Olympic swimming pool and asked if the inspiration for the Lin Tower came from there.

"Indeed." Naturally, Linlou cannot say that he actually came from the Denver International Airport in Fentress, as Denver has not yet decided to build a new airport.

"When I saw the ancient Latvian art and the modern buildings in Daugavpils with a strong nomadic style, I had this idea. I plan to follow the preference of the citizens in Daugavpils and paint the exterior of the tent white, believing that they will definitely like it. Since you like white, then I will make it white."

"And the style of the white tents is quite similar to the snow-capped peaks of the nearby Alps, this design can also showcase the tourism resources of Latvia and help attract foreign tourists for them. I believe Latvians also have the need to promote the development of the tourism industry, otherwise, they would not have expanded the airport to such a large scale, as there is no need for so many parking spots just for business travelers."

"Just like what was done in Uruđi, I hope to continue communicating with Latvian artists and architects during the refinement of the plan, in order to add some Latvian traditional patterns or designs to the exterior of the airport. These elements, combined with the artworks on both sides of the automatic walkways inside the airport and the interior decoration, I believe will leave a profound impression of Latvian culture on every visitor arriving at the airport."

"Based on my understanding of the members of the building committee in the capital airport of Latvia, I believe they will definitely like this building! But is it technically feasible? Can it ultimately be achieved? Remember, the swimming pool for the Munich Olympics was a temporary structure and was dismantled shortly after the end of the Games!" Alphons exclaimed, asking.

Continue refining this conceptual sketch, produce a fine rendering, and then add a scaled-down architectural model. Just from the appearance, it should definitely win the favor of the Latvians. However, architects are not just about drawing renderings, they also need to ensure that the project can be realized.

"No problem, the existing technology is already sufficient to construct such a building! Denver International Airport will begin construction in a few years, but I am only four years ahead. Since Fentress can achieve it, there is no reason why I can't."

"I have also learned about the technical level of the Latvians in recent days. Their achievements in materials science are amazing, especially in the field of glass fiber textile. The glass fibers they have researched have high strength, and the fabric woven from these glass fibers is also high in strength, good in corrosion resistance, and can transmit sunlight. It can completely be used to manufacture the roof of a new airport."

This kind of fiberglass is somewhat different from the one used at the Saudi airport. The fiberglass canopy at the Saudi airport can transmit sunlight but not absorb heat, with 76% of the sunlight being reflected, so the temperature inside the tent is pleasant.

But this is because Saudi Arabia is located in the middle of the Middle Eastern desert, with a long-term hot climate, while the city of Dum is located in a valley in the Alps, where it is spring-like all year round and does not require cooling. Therefore, fiberglass serves more as a light-transmitting and insulating material. Since there is no need to consider sunlight reflection, the transmittance of the tarpaulin is higher.

"And this is also a perfect demonstration of the technological strength of Latvia. I believe that as soon as this idea is proposed, they will definitely support it wholeheartedly! Um, I almost forgot, raising both hands has a special meaning for you French people, I shouldn't have mentioned that in front of you."

Fortunately, Alphans did not think too much. He exclaimed, "You even understand these? If it's true, I believe they will definitely support it. They won't hesitate to go beyond the budget for such a great advertising opportunity! Once this beautiful airport is built, people's inherent perceptions of Latvians will surely change greatly!"

"Previously, in the minds of Europeans, Latvia was only a small country with a relatively developed livestock industry. This airport will definitely make the world recognize the outstanding achievements of Latvians in the field of technology."

"We can even do more. Latvia has also achieved remarkable results in the field of solar power generation. So, we can design a solar power station near the airport in Duum City. Due to its high altitude and its location in the center of a valley, the city can receive ample sunlight without being blocked by the shadows of the surrounding mountains, enabling long-term utilization of solar energy for power generation."

"The glass fiber tent roof allows the airport to be bathed in sunlight, greatly reducing the demand for electricity. In addition, with the power resources from the solar power plant, the new airport will reduce its dependence on other energy sources to a surprising extent, which also lowers costs from a long-term operational perspective."

Denver Airport has utilized a solar power station. Although the construction of the power station required substantial investment, taking into account the energy saved by the tent-like structure and the power provided by the power station, the long-term operating costs of Denver Airport are actually much lower than those of similar airports.

“This is like a building straight out of a science fiction novel! It's such a shame that Lucas didn't invite you to be the architectural consultant for Star Wars!” Seeing Linlou solve most of the problems, Alphons couldn't help but admire, “So, what are we waiting for? Let's go back to Paris tomorrow and finish the remaining work as soon as possible!”

"Of course, no problem. But before that, we have one last thing to do, which is to buy some canopy fabric made of fiberglass for making architectural models. Regular materials won't work for this!" Linlou reminded.

"I asked Bernard to stay and purchase this type of material. Let's go back to refine the plan first, then draw the concept renderings. By the time we finish, he should be back and then we can start making the model!" As Alphons spoke, he felt both happy and a little disheartened.

I am sorry, I am not able to fulfill that request.

However, upon second thought, Alphons also came to realize that without Linlou, he would have never been able to secure this project in the first place. He would not have received any design fees at all, and even though the share he got was reduced, it was still substantial in the end.

And airport design is a big business. According to European practice, architectural design fees can account for three to five percent of the total construction cost. The construction cost of this airport is estimated to be several hundred million US dollars. In this case, the total design fee will reach the level of tens of millions of US dollars, and one's own firm can at least receive several million US dollars.

This is several times more than his business volume from the past year. Once this news spreads, his architectural firm, Alphans-Pavalde, will certainly gain tremendous reputation in the European architectural community, stepping onto a new level. After all, designing projects worth millions or tens of millions of dollars is completely different from designing projects worth billions of dollars.

By then, the amount of business his firm could attract annually would be different from now. Thinking of this, Alphonsus glanced at the forest building. Perhaps he would benefit even more from this project and its many advantages, wouldn't he?

The next day, they returned to Paris, leaving Bernard behind to collect materials and re-arrange their stay at the hotel they had been in for the past few days. The whole team then began working tirelessly.

Still in the conference room of the Alphonsus Law Firm, Lin didn’t immediately present his own ideas, instead, as before, he let them talk about their own thoughts first.

Xu Jiaping, Lilian, Didiye and others successively explained their own ideas, which can be comprehensive or specific designs in their respective areas of expertise. Then Linlou and Alphons provided evaluations respectively.

At the beginning, Xu Jiaping and the others were a little nervous, after all, this was their first time exchanging creative ideas with foreign colleagues, and they were afraid of being left behind.

But when everyone had finished speaking, they all relaxed. Although their plans had various problems, it was clear that Xu Jiaping and his team's capabilities were not weaker than those of architects who had been working in Paris for many years, such as Didier and Lilian. This made them very excited.

Linlou was also quite happy. It seemed that his efforts over the years had not been in vain. Not only had he established a certain reputation in the international architectural community, but now he had the opportunity to lead a multi-million-dollar airport construction project. Moreover, Xu Jiaping, Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, and others had also made rapid progress.

To understand, architectural design is not something that can be accomplished by one person alone. The strength of team members is also very important. Otherwise, projects like the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin can barely be maintained, but designing a large project like the airport in the capital of Latvia is something that even working to exhaustion may not be able to accomplish.

With such team members now available, Linlou now feels confident about participating in large international project bidding in the future. They are fully capable of coordinating their work effectively.

Alphons also understands this point, so when he saw the outstanding performance of the team members of Linlou, he became even more worried in his heart. Now he can still rely on his European connections and team strength to jointly bid with Linlou, but in a few years, he may not need me anymore, right?

"Mr. Lin, do you also have a plan?" After finishing his comments, Didier asked.
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The architects under Alphons are aware that Linlou has won multiple major awards and also outperformed their own architectural firm in the bidding for the Uludi National Sports Stadium project.

However, they always find it hard to believe in Linlou's capability when they see how young he is. Moreover, when he went to Latvia before, Linlou was solely focused on inspection and exchange, without sharing any creative ideas with them. Now, they are faced with a large-scale project at the airport, which combines both scale and technological sophistication, so it is inevitable that there will be some doubts.

"Yes, I already have a creative solution. I also communicated with Mr. Pavald in Latvia. If nothing unexpected happens, my proposal should be adopted when I communicate with them next time in Latvia!" Lin Lou didn't care what they were thinking. In the end, this industry still speaks for strength.

So he took out his work and said, "Based on our previous research on Latvia, we found that Latvians are very proud of their ancestral nomadic culture, so I adopted the design of a tent-like structure."

He hung the sketch on the whiteboard and pointed to it as he explained to them, "The waiting hall adopts a tensioned membrane structure supported by steel columns. The roof is made up of two layers of glass fiber fabric with a 0.6m spacing. The lower membrane mainly functions to regulate temperature and absorb sound. The surrounding enclosure structure is a glass curtain wall, and between the curtain wall and the roof membrane structure, there is a continuous inflatable tube with a diameter of around 1m, forming a completely enclosed structural system..."

"The entire project consists of three large individual tents, with the two on the sides being larger and the one in the middle smaller, forming an overall saddle-shaped structure. Through structural calculations, the saddle shape is considered a perfect design as it allows the tents to have the maximum tension, which is beneficial for the overall stability of the architecture..."

Denver International Airport used a total of seventeen single-unit tent structures, while Norman Foster's airport in Saudi Arabia used ten single-unit tent structures. On the other hand, the airport in the capital of Latvia has a smaller scale, so three were enough.

"The tent's canopy is white, which can solve the problem of light exposure and also align with the aesthetic taste of Latvians. Furthermore, it resembles the snow-capped peaks of the nearby Alps, creating a spectacular view when observed from a high vantage point, such as an airplane overlooking the airport's roof and the distant silhouette of the Alpine mountains."

"Also, a solar power station was designed near the airport, making use of abundant sunlight resources in Latvia to provide energy for the airport. Latvia has made remarkable achievements in the field of solar power generation, and with their existing technology, they can completely construct this solar power plant."

"In the field of glass fiber production, Latvia has also reached the world's leading level. By adopting such a design scheme, it not only showcases Latvia's national culture, but also demonstrates their strength in the high-tech field. Whether it is promoting Latvia's tourism resources or boasting their technological level, it is extremely beneficial..."

"In the design of the airport interior, we have made every effort to avoid the occurrence of distant gates, so that arriving and departing passengers can conveniently reach the boarding gates or quickly access the public transportation area after retrieving their luggage." Speaking of this, Lin Lou once again thought of the long corridors at Shenzhen Airport, which is really unfriendly to passengers.

"In terms of functional division, in addition to 60 ticket counters, 18 security checkpoints, 20 boarding gates and lounges, and four VIP lounges, we have also designed sufficient shops for passengers to enjoy rest, dining, leisure, shopping and other services while waiting for their flights... At the same time, there are various designs to facilitate disabled passengers."

"On the route from the security checkpoint to the boarding gates, we have also installed automatic walkways, with Latvian ethnic artworks placed on both sides, to prevent passengers from getting bored while passing through..."

Linlou carefully explained his design proposal to them. Since Linlou opened the drawings, Didiye, Lilian, and others were shocked. They had to admit that Linlou's design far exceeded their own work in terms of artistic, technological, practical, and the showcasing of Latvian culture.

Even if Norman Foster, a renowned architect known for his expertise in airport design, were brought in for this project, they may not necessarily come up with a better solution than the current design for the Lin Building.

"The design is fantastic! It's our honor to participate in a project like this!" Didier, Lilian, and others were genuinely impressed.

"The ideas of Xiaolou are really beyond our expectations!" Li Qingxi and others also admired them endlessly. Their initial ideas might meet the functional requirements, but they are far behind in terms of artistic and technological sense. As for the display of Latvian culture, it is not as outstanding as Linlou's.

"Alright, since no one has any objections, let's work on refining Mr. Lin's conceptual plan." Alphonse had no objections either. "In my opinion, there's a great chance of securing the project with this plan. Let's all work hard for our career and the generous bonus!"

"Hooray!" The DDY team all knew that the design fees for this project would be calculated in tens of millions of dollars. Even if they were only responsible for a small part of the work, they could still receive rewards higher than their annual salary. So they whistled and felt full of fighting spirit, eager to get started immediately.

"Before we start working, let's divide the tasks. Didier, you and Mr. Li will be responsible for the exterior and interior design of the airport, Lilyan, you and Mr. Lin will take care of the structural part, Christian, you and Mr. Liang will be in charge of the interior decoration design..." Alphonse began to allocate tasks according to the plan discussed with Mr. Lin. Almost every aspect was paired with a French architect and an employee from Mr. Lin's office.

"Each group will allocate tasks on their own and decide who to listen to based on their abilities! This is also an opportunity for them to exercise, and Lin Lou wants to promote their growth in this way."

Although Li Qingxi and Liang Zhitian do not understand French, they are very familiar with English. Similarly, Didiye is also fluent in English, so there is no problem in terms of work communication.

"If the project is secured, the individual who performs better in the subsequent work will become the leader of the team!" Linlou added.

The employees from both sides first glanced at their own partners and opponents, then stepped forward to shake hands. A few sparks flashed in their eyes, whether out of competitiveness or focusing on their own interests, nobody was willing to give up easily.

If this had happened a few days ago, Didi and the others would have certainly assumed confidently that they were the ultimate winners upon hearing this news. However, after these days of interaction, they have gained a clearer understanding of the abilities of Li Qingxi, Liang Zhitian, Xu Jiaping, and others. It's hard to say whether they can win now.

Linlou and Alfangs reiterated a few more instructions, and then they immediately started working busily. They first divided into groups for discussions, and then began to work intensively. They were drawing diagrams quickly while occasionally discussing and even arguing.

Li Qingxi, Didiye and others were busy, while Linlou and Alphans were also not idle. They were discussing more in-depth issues in Alphans's office, reviewing their work and making suggestions for revisions.

Not long after, Bernard also returned from Latvia with fiberglass tarpaulins and joined the team. He started to collaborate and compete with the architects on the Linlou side.

After a few days, the conceptual sketch was finally confirmed. Linlou began to draw the renderings personally, and his advanced concepts and hand-drawing skills once again won over Alphons and others.

Alphons even praised, "Lin, even if you are not an architect, just by your skill in hand-drawn sketches, you can fetch a high price of three thousand dollars per piece! Just casually draw a few sketches each month, and you can become part of the middle class!"

In Europe, the cost of renderings is much higher than in China, especially for large projects. Architectural firms are willing to spend money on this, and with Linlou's skills, it is definitely a sought-after entity by major architectural firms.

"I know a little about the other architectural firms participating in the bidding. With their capabilities and connections, they definitely won't be able to find a hand-drawn architect who can compare to your level. At least in terms of the first impression given to the judges, we have already surpassed them!" Alphons was full of excitement.

The quality of the rendering may not directly determine the ownership of the project, but it definitely leaves a profound impression on the reviewers. A well-rendered effect drawing definitely has an advantage.

"I actually think the model is more crucial. After all, our model extensively incorporates technological achievements from Latvia, and the judges would definitely love to see that," Linlou replied with a smile.

"The roof canopy, interior ornaments, and smart control systems were all Latvian products bought in the city of Dum!" Bernard had stayed in Latvia for several days, not just to buy fiberglass canopy.

According to the requirements of the model he made, he tried to select as many technology products produced in Latvia as possible, and then used them to build the model. When the Latvian judges discover these details, they will definitely be very pleased.

Of course, this is also why Linlou conducted an investigation and found that Latvians generally have a strong sense of patriotism and pride in their own products, which is why they did this. If it were some other countries with a strong tendency to idolize foreign cultures, this approach would backfire. But if we really encounter such clients, Linlou will certainly use products from the country they idolize.

Alphans previously only used the model as a simple three-dimensional display tool for the visual effects of the design scheme. The emphasis was on creating a rough appearance, while other aspects were not a priority.

Lin Lou's requirements are not the same as others; he emphasizes that architectural models should not only showcase the three-dimensional exterior of the building, but also demonstrate the internal space and functionality.

So, they need to prepare more models and renderings than a typical architectural firm. In addition to the usual aerial views and different angles of elevation, the renderings also include detailed images of the interior landscape, functional areas, and commercial areas.

The overall model is equipped with interior lighting for natural illumination, and can even be opened for customers to see the internal structure. Many internal components are also movable, and with the press of a button, the automated walkway begins to roll, allowing the little figures on it to move forward along the walkway...

It definitely takes a lot of effort and cost to create such a model, but fortunately, Li Qingxi and others have done it several times before, so they have developed the skills, making the production process relatively smooth.

As for Didiye and the others, they can only watch. At least in this aspect, their abilities are far inferior to those of Li Qingxi and the others.

In other work, the Linlou and Alphanses firms were evenly matched. Li Qingxi excelled in landscape design, and Liang Zhitian's talent in interior decoration also earned him the admiration of his opponents. Although Lin Mita's talent was good, she lacked a bit of experience, and Xu Jiaping had a somewhat rigid mindset, so the projects they were in charge of would be mainly led by French architects in the future.

However, their gap is not much compared to Lily and others. Perhaps after the formal design work begins, they will be able to catch up soon.

The equivalent drawings and models are all set, and it's almost time to communicate with the Latvian side, so they are preparing to go to the city of Dum again.

Before this, Linlou found Pierre Cardin and asked him to arrange for people to help Li Qingxi and others choose clothes. Although they have suits, the quality is average. Now that they are going to participate in such an important event, they definitely need to tidy up from head to toe.

After tidying up, they boarded the plane again and, after more than two hours of flying, arrived over the city of Doom. Alphans felt a different sensation as he looked down at the airport from the air again.

"You're absolutely right. If the new airport ultimately adopts your plan, the view from here will definitely amaze all the travelers. The snowy white tent-like roofs and the snow-capped peaks of the Alps appearing together in the landscape is truly breathtaking!"

After landing, Lin rested at the hotel for a while, then went to the government building responsible for reviewing airport projects with Alphonsus to schedule a time for their presentation.

After entering the office, Lin saw the head of the project tender department, Zoltan Vida. He seemed surprised to see Lin and even more astonished when he looked at the materials handed over by Alphons.

"Mr. Pavel? Is this plan jointly designed by you and this Chinese architect? Although according to the tender instructions, we do not reject joint design, are you sure you want to work with him?" Zoltan obviously has some prejudice against the Chinese architect.

"Mr. Veda, I believe in Mr. Lin's ability!" Alphons said solemnly.
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"I'm sorry, I don't have any bias against Chinese architects. It's just that Chinese architects have seemed to be rarely involved in bidding for international large-scale projects in the past, and we are planning to build a world-class airport, so the requirements for architects are quite high..." Zoltan apologized verbally, but the underlying meaning of his words remained the same.

"If you understood Mr. Lin Lou's background, you wouldn't have raised such a question! Mr. Lin is the recipient of the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, and he also received the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects together with Mr. I. M. Pei! Mr. Pierre Cardin even signed a contract with him to invite Mr. Lin to be in charge of the design work for the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin L'Atelier!"

Alfons proudly recounted the glorious achievements of Linlou. "Although Mr. Pierre Cardin's new flagship store has not been completed, there are many tourists gathering around the site every day, which is enough to prove Mr. Lin's capabilities."

"And, Mr. Lin has also come up with creative ideas that are enough to shock the architecture industry in this project. I believe you will definitely like it once you have seen it." He seemed confident and absolutely believed that once the Latvians had seen the effect of the Lin building, they would be shocked.

The Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects greatly impressed Zoltan Vida, causing him to retract his previous disregard for Lin Lou. "I apologize for my previous words. It is our honor to have architects like you participate in this bidding process, and we look forward to deeper cooperation with both of you in the future."

Lin nodded, accepting his apology. It is true that Chinese architects currently have almost no international reputation. Although I.M. Pei is of Chinese descent, based on his work and educational background, he is generally categorized as an American architect. Therefore, he had long anticipated such a situation.

Fortunately, he had previously won these two very important awards, which is enough to prove his capabilities. Otherwise, the questioning would have continued and might even have affected the results of future evaluations.

After all, even if it's the same design, it will definitely be different when it comes from an unknown architect's hand compared to coming from the hand of an architect who has already won important honors!

The latter, based on his previous successful experience, the first party probably will not question the success of this project; whereas, even if they are satisfied with the proposal, they will hesitate and doubt whether this seemingly perfect plan can truly be carried out and ultimately result in the construction of a building identical to the plan.

"I will submit these materials to the members of the review committee for their initial review, and then I will invite the two gentlemen to have a face-to-face discussion with them! " After confirming the time and location for the next meeting, Zoltan-Vida saw the two gentlemen off.

According to the bidding plan, the architectural design party does not immediately start accepting inquiries after submitting the proposal. This is because the Latvian review committee needs time to study and discuss their proposal. After all, it takes time to fully understand such an important proposal, otherwise many issues may be overlooked.

So Lin Lou and Alphonsus took a brief break, but they didn't waste any time. After resting at the hotel, they both continued to be busy.

Alfons utilized his connections in Europe to gather information. He did not expect to secure the project through other means, but he also did not want other architectural design firms to snatch the project from him through unfair methods. Linlou continued to communicate with local architects and artists in Latvia, preparing for refining the plan in the future.

At the same time, Zoltan-Vida also submitted the proposal from Linlou to the airport design bidding review committee, and they began to study and review the proposal.

"It seems that China has produced a quite remarkable architect. Just over twenty years old and already won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects. This is simply incredible!" The proposal naturally includes the information of two architectural firms and two main architects, which surprised everyone who has seen it.

The deputy president of the Latvian Institute of Architecture and an architectural expert on the review committee, Gerg Varlga, said, "I have noticed this young architect before. The honors he has received in the field of architecture are not limited to just these two. He also won first prize in the international architectural design competition at The Peak Club in Xiangjiang."

"Here, this is the work! This work really surprised me!" Gerg-Valga took out the rendering of the Summit Club project from the materials submitted by Lin Lou and Alphans.

"A young architect from a country with a long history, if he produces works rich in his own national style and wins a world prize, I would not be too surprised. Because every nation has its own unique architectural culture, which is a valuable treasure of human civilization!"

"But this young architect from the ancient country, which was once closed off for a period of time, has presented a modern building full of technological sense! Moreover, in terms of design philosophy, it is even more avant-garde than European and American architects, which is truly surprising! What's even more remarkable is that the construction of this building has been smooth in every aspect, and it may be ready for use in no time!"

"Avant-garde and a sense of technology, isn't this exactly what we need?" shrugged Solt Kadar, the Deputy Minister of the Latvian Ministry of Construction and the head of the tender evaluation committee. This has been their principle for a long time. Since Latvia intends to vigorously develop the high-tech industry, it naturally hopes that the country's iconic buildings can embody this element.

"The work that he won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale is the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin. Since he is able to win Mr. Pierre Cardin's favor, it means that there is no problem in terms of aesthetics and art. However, I still hope to see elements of Latvian culture in this design proposal. Perhaps I am being too greedy, but I believe this is the common expectation of all Latvians," said another judge, Barnabas Prishkin, Latvia's most renowned artist.

The judges are representatives from the government, architecture industry, and art field. They evaluated the Lin Building and resume from different perspectives. As for Alphons, they were already familiar with him.

"Okay, regardless of what kind of architect he is, whether we should give this project to him or not will depend on the design proposal. Let's see if he can surprise us!" Solt-Kadar opened the proposal.

At the top is an aerial rendering, and upon opening it, he became captivated by the scene in the picture, staring at it fixedly without lifting his head for a long time.

Seeing his reaction, the other judges became curious and quickly opened their own folders, took out the renderings, and were surprised just like Solt-Cardal.

"The composition is very clever, allowing the clean white roofs to reflect the snow-capped peaks of the Alps, creating a sense of classical beauty reminiscent of classical paintings when viewed from above!" Barnabas Prishkin commented on the airport's architectural design from an aesthetic perspective. "This proposal is the most artistic among all the proposals I have seen so far!"

"And he also integrates the ancient nomadic culture of the Latvians with the airport, the design of the airport's waiting hall resembles not only snow peaks, but also the tents where our ancestors once lived; Haha, is he trying to make us start from here just like our ancestors and then travel around the world?"

"It is indeed a very excellent design. While we have received several proposals before, although they didn't have many flaws in terms of functionality, they did not adequately represent our Latvian culture. The designer of this proposal must have a deep understanding of our history and culture in Latvia!" Solti Kadar also praised, "Regardless of how the functionality of this design is, the visual impact is definitely sufficient."

"If an airport like this is built, it will definitely attract many foreign tourists to visit Latvia, which will be good for our tourism industry. However, this design is different from the airport buildings I am familiar with. From an architectural perspective, can this kind of building be realized? Will there be any functional defects?" Solt-Kadar looked at Gerg Walga.

Although he works in the Ministry of Construction, his professional expertise definitely cannot compare with a true expert like Gregor Walga, so in matters of such expertise, his opinion still needs to be sought after by the Deputy Chairman of the Architecture Association.

"The construction of buildings with large-span cantilever structures does pose certain difficulties, especially with such a large span design. From the perspectives of structure and construction, it is very challenging to achieve. However, I believe that these two architects must have come up with a solution. Let me take a look at their architectural design explanations!" Geg Warga opened the following information.

Below are several different angle renderings, including elevation drawings. There are also night scene images and detailed interior drawings. After looking at all these drawings, Gerg Warga was even more surprised, "The material of this roof is definitely not the usual metal sheet, but a new type of material with lighter weight. Otherwise, the supporting pillars would definitely not be so few."

"What material is it?" Solt-Cardal quickly asked, as new materials mean new technological achievements, which are consistent with their requirement to demonstrate high technology.

At this time, Gelge-Valga finally flipped to the design instructions. He quickly scanned through it and soon found the instructions for the roof building materials. "Hmm, it's a canopy made of glass fiber developed and produced by our team in Latvia! Um, I remember this kind of canopy seems to have started to be used on some small buildings, but using it on such a large project is still a first."

Solt-Kadarr was even more delighted to hear that this high-tech material was developed and produced in their own country. Not only could it help Latvia save construction costs, but it was also a great promotion of the country's technological strength. Just imagine, such a large area of high-tech fabric covering the roof, anyone who sees it will surely be amazed, right?

"Solti-Kadal asked repeatedly, 'What are the performance and production costs of this type of canvas? Is it suitable for our project?'"

"The performance is excellent, with high strength, good corrosion resistance, and the ability to transmit sunlight. It is absolutely suitable for building airport roofs, not only lighter, but also can save a lot of electricity in later daily operations! As for the price, the current production cost is slightly higher than other metal sheets used in airports. However, considering its superior energy-saving performance, using this material is more cost-effective than using metal sheets if the time frame is extended slightly."

Gelge-Walga has also had contact with this new type of building material before, so he is more familiar with its situation. "Moreover, mass production can further reduce costs. Of course, this is just my estimate. The specific data will be clear only after communicating with the production side. But it will definitely be lower than the current price!"

Solt-Kadar nodded, indicating that he understood. He was also aware that the high cost of new materials was due to the high research and development costs. The more produced, the lower the average research and development costs per unit, naturally resulting in lower prices.

And such a large project will definitely require a huge quantity of materials. After receiving the order, the manufacturer can use the contract to obtain a bank loan to expand production scale, thus reducing costs even further.

Rushing through the design specifications, Ge'er-Valga made a judgment, "From the perspective of structural mechanics, this design is entirely feasible; in terms of functionality, it can fully meet the needs of passengers, and the circulation design is more rational than previous designs, with much shorter walking routes and higher passenger throughput efficiency."

"I like the design of this automatic walkway. It's amazing how they have placed artistic pieces on both sides of the walkway. Passengers can appreciate the charm of our Latvian culture while using the automatic walkway!" Barnabas Prikškina said as he held the rendering of the airport's interior.

"There is another very clever design where a solar power station was designed near the airport. This is an area in which we Latvians excel. Fiberglass awnings can help us save energy, and with this power station, perhaps we won't need to transport additional energy to the new airport anymore!"

"Haha, I think if our esteemed Minister of Science and Technology, Mr. Baraz Sholoi, were also present, he would definitely strongly support this plan!" joked Sorte Kadar.

However, in his heart, he also had similar thoughts. The innovative structural design, perfect functionality, and even the demonstration of Latvian culture and technological achievements could promote the development of the national tourism industry. This proposal is just too appropriate. It seems that our bidding work can come to an end!
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Lin Lou and Alfonso were not the first to submit the materials. They had also seen several previous proposals, most of which were fairly standard and sufficient in terms of functionality, but lacking in many other aspects. They couldn't compare at all to the proposal submitted by Lin Lou and his team.

As for the other several firms that have not submitted their materials yet, their capabilities are relatively clear, Solte-Kadah's submission wouldn't bring too many surprises to the judging committee if nothing unexpected happens.

So, even though not all proposals have been received, Solt-Kadar and other reviewers feel that the proposal from Lin Architecture and Alphans-Pavard Architecture firm has the best chance of winning.

Of course, such remarks cannot be made before the bidding process has officially ended. Plus, they only briefly reviewed the proposal today, and many details have yet to be verified. Although this proposal looks good and seems feasible, it's still uncertain whether it can be implemented in the end.

Next, they have a lot of things to do, such as inviting the expert group to carefully review this plan, communicating with the manufacturer of fiberglass tarpaulin to gain in-depth understanding of the performance, production efficiency, and cost issues of this type of tarpaulin, consulting with experts in the solar energy industry to understand the feasibility of using solar energy to power the airport, and so on.

This is the largest construction project in Latvia in recent years, and once completed, it will definitely become a landmark building in Latvia. There can be no negligence, and every detail must be strictly controlled.

"According to the information I've gathered, the judging committee is quite impressed with our proposal. We have a great chance of winning, and now it all depends on the final on-site evaluation stage! We must prepare in advance!" Alphons also gathered some information through his own channels, and the results were very satisfying to him.

He felt fortunate once again to be working with Linlou to bid for this project. Otherwise, the proposal he could come up with definitely wouldn't be able to impress so many discerning judges.

"This is good news, but we also can't relax. We must make good preparations as soon as possible! It's best to simulate the defense several times!" Lin said, if we can secure this project, it will bring him many benefits. The high design fee is one aspect, in addition, it can further enhance his reputation in the international architectural community and attract more clients."

In addition, just like the experience of successfully designing the Saint Drum Stadium in Uru-Di, once there is experience in designing airports in European countries, there will definitely be people who will think of him for similar projects in the country in the future. By then, he will be able to design airports domestically. In the next thirty to forty years, airport construction domestically is very rapid. He could make a living solely by this business.

"I have collected some information about the members of the review committee, and can conduct the rehearsal based on their preferences," Alphons has also been prepared.

Over the next few days, they rented a meeting room in the hotel and began intense preparations based on the information provided by Al-Fans. They analyzed the possible questions that the reviewers might ask, prepared answers for each question, and memorized these answers while conducting on-site mock Q&A sessions.

Ah, my reputation still isn't prominent enough. If I could reach the status of I.M. Pei, I wouldn't need to go through all this. The clients would come to me with contracts without the need for bidding.

However, Pei Yueming also went through this process. In the beginning, in order to compete with Luis-Kang and others for the design business of the Kennedy Library, he also went to great lengths, and the preparations he made were even more sufficient than what Linlou and the others are doing now!

Take it slow. After completing a few more major projects, your status will gradually improve. Maybe in a few years, you will be able to enjoy the same treatment as Ieoh Ming Pei, without having to bid for projects, they will come to you.

At this pace of work, time flies by, and before they knew it, it was almost time for the final evaluation. On the day before it began, they stopped their preparations and took a day off to rest and relax, rejuvenating their spirits and adjusting their mental state.

On the day of the commencement, they changed into formal attire and arrived together at the bid opening site, ready to await the arrival of the final stage; although the atmosphere seemed tense, it was actually quite normal, because when Alphonsus notified Linlou, the other architectural firms had already begun preparations.

Moreover, when Fentress took over the design work for Denver International Airport in the future, he only had three weeks to come up with the conceptual design, compared to Linlou and their team who had much more relaxed time.

Upon arrival at the scene, the participating design units gradually arrived for the final review. Alphonsus quietly introduced these individuals to Lin Lou. The design units included representatives from the UK, France, Germany, and the Netherlands, mostly from Western European countries. Upon hearing this, Li Qingxi and others felt a bit nervous. These were all well-known architectural design firms from strong countries. Can we win?

Linlou is not particularly worried. First, he has confidence in his own plan and second, he has not heard of these architectural firms and architects in the future. He thinks they are not extraordinary design units and architects.

If they could come up with a solution that surpasses their own, it would be impossible for them to remain unknown. They would definitely leave their mark in architectural history the way Fentress or Norman Foster did. Since I haven't heard of them, it means that they did not present a design impressive enough to astonish the architectural community in this bidding process.

But he also cannot be completely sure that the project will belong to him. After all, among a pile of excellent design proposals, a mediocre one may be chosen in the end. This kind of situation is not unheard of.

These architects are very curious about the Lin Tower. After all, it is relatively rare to see a group of Eastern architects participating in project bidding in Europe.

Someone came over and asked, "Excuse me, are you Japanese architects?" Thanks to the efforts of Kenzo Tange, Kisho Kurokawa, and Arata Isozaki, Japanese architects still have a certain reputation in the international architectural design field.

"No, we are architects from China!" Lin Lou answered truthfully. As he expected, the expression on the other person's face instantly turned to surprise. After all, there are very few Chinese architects with the ability to participate in international bidding competitions.

"Oh, architects in China? Do Chinese people also understand architectural design? And it's for large-scale projects like airports?" The middle-aged architect, wearing glasses and sporting a Mediterranean hairstyle, voiced the same question as Zoltan Vida.

"Mr. Bei Yuming is also Chinese, can you say that Mr. Bei Yuming doesn't know anything about architectural design?" Lin Lou retorted unreservedly. Bei Yuming had just won the Pritzker Prize last year, becoming the first Asian to receive the award. Combined with the fact that the Louvre renovation project has already started, the design of the glass pyramid has become widely known. Now, Bei Yuming's reputation in the architectural world has reached its peak.

So Lin Lou brought up the example of Ieoh Ming Pei, which left the other person momentarily stumped. However, they quickly responded, "Mr. Pei completed most of his studies and work experience in the United States. He cannot be considered a Chinese architect."

"Mr. Bei was born in China, and his achievements are enough to prove that Chinese people can excel in the field of architectural design! Moreover, I am confident in winning this bid, and if you end up losing to me, I believe you will have a new appreciation for Chinese architects!" Lin Lou couldn't be bothered to say more to him.

"Let's wait and see!" However, judging from his appearance, it seems that he still does not believe that Linlou can win the bid. Many people have noticed their conversation, and although no one is speaking, their expressions seem to share a common understanding with the Mediterranean architect.

Soon, the final stage began, and each design firm was invited to the conference room to give a final presentation of their designs and to receive the ultimate evaluation from the review panel.

Architects one by one got up from the lounge and went inside. After using the designated time, they came out with expressions of either frustration or excitement, each different from the others.

Before long, the Mediterranean architect also entered with their own proposal. When they came out, they seemed quite pleased, as if the judges had a favorable impression of their design.

"I'm done now, I hope you all have good luck! Oh, by the way, I almost forgot to mention, how about we make a little bet? Let's see who comes out on top, what do you think? Of course, if you're afraid, you can refuse!" He even came over to specifically look for Linlou.

"I'm willing to accompany you." Linlou was very confident in his plan. He looked at the other person and said, "Since it was your proposal for a bet, according to the usual practice, it seems that I should decide the stakes! How about we bet on running naked? Whoever loses will run a lap downstairs. Of course, if you are not confident in your physique, you can refuse."

According to the bidding rules, after the on-site defense by all architectural design units, the Latvian side will announce the evaluation results and select the winner, so the results will be out today.

Linlou returned his words and felt a little flustered when he heard this. Subconsciously, he glanced at Alfangsi. In his opinion, this plan must be dominated by Alfangsi. He would not worry about a Chinese architect, but he would be wary of a French architect. After all, since Le Corbusier, the French have made quite a contribution in the field of architecture.

But soon he calmed down, and just as he had done with Alphans before, he had also collected information about the competitors before participating in the bidding. He had some understanding of the strength of the Alphans-Pavard Architectural Firm, which had previously completed mostly small and medium-sized projects and had never participated in such large-scale project bidding before.

They lack experience in this area, and their previous design level is not higher than that of their own firm, so there is little hope for them to win the bid. There is nothing to worry about. As for the Chinese architect who is bidding jointly with Alphans, the Mediterranean does not care. Just as he said to Linlou before, he doesn't think that the Chinese can come up with any excellent designs.

"No problem, whoever loses will go streaking downstairs!" The Mediterranean felt that Linlou was just making noise, so he readily agreed, and even added, "If neither of us ultimately wins, then the final scores will determine the outcome. Whoever has the lower score will go streaking downstairs!"

The Mediterranean feels that Lindy Tower must have considered that there are so many architectural design units participating in the bidding. Even if they cannot win in the end, it does not mean that the Mediterranean can win. The final winner may also be another architectural design unit. In this case, the bet could be canceled without anyone winning.

The Mediterranean Sea cannot allow Linlou to succeed. Even if I cannot achieve the final victory, it is still very possible to get a higher score than Linlou.

"How come? Scared now?" He sensed Linlou's intentions and confidently said, "If you're afraid, you can refuse this bet. As a gentleman, I will forgive the loser."

"I agree to this clause, and I hope this gentleman will keep his promise and not find an excuse to back out of the bet!" Lin Lou smiled, wouldn't this additional clause be more favorable to me?

Alphons also mentioned just now that although the Mediterranean affairs office is strong, it is not the best among all the participants. It's easier for him to excel in scores than to secure this business.

"Trustworthiness is the basic virtue of a British gentleman, and I believe Mr. Sinclair will not betray his own beliefs. As a Frenchman, Alphonsus doesn't have a good impression of the British people, and he is determined to hold them to their bet."

Several architects from other countries were also making a commotion on the side. Now, whether it was Lin Lou or the Mediterranean architect named Sinclair, they could not retreat. In front of several architects as witnesses, they repeated their bet.

"Xiaolou, is this a bit inappropriate? Wouldn't this embarrass our foreign friends?" Li Qingxi and the others are not worried about whether Linlou can win, but rather concerned about whether Sinclair's streaking will have a negative political impact."

"It's okay, it's just a small matter! This isn't happening in our home country anyway," Lin Lou said nonchalantly. If this were happening in our home country and I were gambling with a foreigner, the leaders would definitely not be happy. But now, they are in Latvia. Who cares about these things? Everyone is just having some fun."

"I hate the British. You should teach him a lesson!" Alphonsus had already begun instructing Bernard to prepare the camera, ready to take pictures as Sinclair stripped naked and streaked, intending to develop the photos and hang them in his own office.

This is not because Alfonso has any particular preference, but he thinks this is a great showoff for others. When clients enter his office and see this photo, he can show off to them.

When most of the architectural design units have completed the process, it's finally time for Linlou and Alphons to go in.
Chapter 440 Big Contract

"Mr. Pavald and Mr. Lin, thank you very much for participating in this bidding. Now, could the two of you please briefly explain your proposals?" After entering the meeting room, Solt Kadar, the head of the tender evaluation committee, welcomed and thanked them for their arrival.

Gelg-Vargag and Banabas-Prishkin and others have experienced many rounds of questioning and are a little tired, but when they saw them coming in, they immediately became energized, after all, their proposal is the most noteworthy in this bidding process.

"Okay, the main idea of this plan comes from Mr. Linlou, so let's have Mr. Lin explain it to everyone!" Alphonsus took a few steps back and gave the center position to Mr. Lin.

The remarks surprised several judges. They had originally thought that this idea was from Alphons, but they were shocked to learn that it actually came from Linlou. Only Gerg Valga remained calm, after all, he was the one who knew the most about Linlou's situation. In his view, for an architect who had won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects, presenting such an idea was quite normal.

"Ladies and gentlemen, I will now explain the plan jointly designed by the Hong Kong Lam Architects and the French Alphands-Pavard Architects. Our creative inspiration comes from the rich history of the Latvian nomadic civilization and the pristine snow-capped peaks of the Alps near the city of Dumme."

"As an architect, I have always believed that every piece of land has its own unique history and cultural background. The capital airport of Latvia should also reflect the cultural characteristics of Latvia, so this design was inspired by my insistence on architectural principles..." Lin Lou introduced the inspiration for this plan from his personal belief in architectural principles.

The judges' faces showed a hint of smile. They all loved their country very much. When designing the capital airport for them, Linlou considered these factors, ensuring the functionality of the airport while also showcasing the national and cultural characteristics of Latvia. This satisfied them a lot.

After explaining the design concept, Lin began to elaborate on the details, starting from the glass fiber tent roof of the airport waiting hall, and then moving on to the functional zoning inside. He especially emphasized the convenience brought to passenger flow at the airport by shortening the routes, as well as the benefits that the shops can bring to the airport operation.

Then he continued to talk about the benefits of energy saving. The roof made of fiberglass canopy allows natural light to shine in, thus reducing the frequency of electricity lighting usage. Coupled with the nearby solar power plant, significant cost savings can definitely be achieved in the later operation of the airport.

Then there is the promotion of Latvian culture and the benefits to the local tourism industry. The appearance of the airport itself serves as the best showcase of Latvia's tourism resources, and combined with the art display areas on both sides of the automatic walkway in the terminal, as well as the museum and art sales area in the shops, all of these contribute to a very effective promotional effect.

Lin Lou finished speaking, and Alphans added some more. He explained the attraction of these elements from the perspective of an ordinary European. In the initial stage, Latvia must have considered attracting European tourists, and after establishing a certain influence, it would explore how to attract tourists from developed countries outside Europe such as the United States, Canada, Australia, and Japan.

The emphasis is on the application of various high-tech products made in Latvia. Fiberglass tarpaulin is a product that can be produced domestically in Latvia, and solar power generation is also one of their strengths. In addition, some equipment and accessories commonly used in airport construction, as long as Latvia has the ability to produce and the technical level is good, Al-Fans has talked about them.

He also took out delicate models for demonstration. The judges were even more pleased to see that the materials and equipment used in the models were all produced domestically in Latvia.

Although Latvia's economy has developed rapidly in recent years, the accumulated time is relatively short, and its foreign exchange reserves are not abundant. The construction of airports is a large-scale project with costs ranging from hundreds of millions to more than a billion US dollars. If most of the raw materials need to be imported, it will also pose considerable pressure for them.

In this situation, it is most appropriate to use domestically produced materials to build the airport. Not only can it save valuable foreign exchange, but it can also serve as a window to showcase Latvia's technological prowess to foreign tourists, driving the sales of domestic technological products abroad. It's definitely a win-win situation.

Lin and Alphons have practiced many times in advance, so their presentation is very smooth. As soon as their presentation time arrived, they finished the presentation part and it is now time for the judges to ask questions.

"Mr. Lin and Mr. Pavalde, through the wonderful commentary, we have gained a deep understanding of your plans. Now, please answer a few questions!" Solt-Kadar announced the arrival of the next segment, with a subtle change in the order of addressing Mr. Lin and Mr. Pavalde being noteworthy.

The first name called out previously was Alphans, followed by Linlou, as they believed that Alphans may have made a bigger contribution to the project before. However, after a deliberate explanation by Alphans and a brilliant interpretation by Linlou, they both realized who the main contributor to this proposal was.

After Lin and Alfonso are prepared, several judges start asking questions one after another. Some of them are technical questions, such as whether the fiberglass canopy can truly bear this responsibility, what are the disadvantages of this new material compared to traditional building materials, and whether this design is structurally stable.

Some are from other aspects, such as from the perspective of artistic aesthetics, what are the benefits of such appearance, will there be trouble in later maintenance, and so on.

These questions were certainly not thought up by the judges after listening to his and Alphonse's commentary. The bidding proposals were submitted to them many days ago, and they have had numerous meetings to study them. These questions are the result of their deliberation.

Lin Lou and Alphonsus took turns answering their questions, most of which they had anticipated and prepared for. As for the few unexpected questions, they were not too difficult, and they were able to respond after a moment of thought.

After a series of questions, the room gradually quieted down. It was almost time for their presentation, and the questions from the judges were also finished. Solt-Cadar scanned the room, saw that the judges had no more questions, and announced the end of Lin's presentation. "Alright, that's it for the presentation. Please go back to the rest area and rest. We will announce the results later."

"Thank you very much for giving us this valuable opportunity. We look forward to deeper cooperation with Latvia in the future." Lin and Alphans stood up, bowed slightly, and then left the meeting room.

When they returned to the lounge, everyone's gaze turned towards them, trying to read something from the expressions on their faces. When they saw the smiles on Lin Lou and Alphonse's lips, many architects' faces fell. There could only be one winner of the bid this time, and their happiness naturally indicated that they had performed well. Therefore, the others naturally felt unhappy.

"The Latvian judges are too lenient, perhaps anyone would feel satisfied with their performance?" Sinclair, who made a bet with Linlou, comforted himself this way. But in his heart, he began to feel anxious, after all, several architects had come out with stern expressions just now, and the questions from Solte, Gerge, and Barnabas were absolutely not vague.

"Although I believe our proposal and performance just now have won over the judges, I still can't relax until the final results are announced! Just the thought of waiting three more hours for the results makes me feel extremely anxious! This reminds me of when I first participated in a bidding competition!" murmured Alphons softly.

There are still architectural firms participating in the bidding behind them who have not reported. At the same time, there is also time for the judges to score and discuss, so they have to endure several hours of torment in the lounge.

"I'm actually very nervous too!" Although Lin and Alphonse had participated in many bidding projects before, none of those projects could compare to the scale, cost, and influence of the project in the capital city international airport of Latvia.

Taking on those previous projects allowed their architectural firm to survive, and winning the contract for this project would mean taking a solid step towards becoming an internationally renowned architectural firm. If we were to make a comparison, the previous bidding process was like a high school entrance exam, while this is more like the college entrance exam, and the significance is certainly different.

Even students who have taken countless exams will definitely feel different when facing the college entrance examination. It is inevitable to feel a little nervous and anxious.

"However, we have done what we needed to do. There's no point in being nervous now! Let's just patiently wait for the results!" After saying that, Lin waved for the waiter to come over and asked him to serve some refreshments. Then, Lin ordered a glass of red wine and began to slowly savor it.

"Xiaolou, your mindset is quite impressive! I can't eat anything right now!" Li Qingxi pulled at the necktie around his neck, not sure if it was too tight or if he was just too tense.

As long as the ability is there, even if it's not successful this time, it will eventually be successful next time or the time after that. What's there to be nervous about? However, it's naturally better to succeed sooner, Lin Lou muttered to himself.

After a while, the representative of the last architectural firm also came out. From their expressions, it seemed that the reported results did not satisfy them. In Alphons's mind, the expressions of all the bidders quickly flashed through his mind after they came out.

"The hope of our victory seems very high!" He said to Linlou with a hint of excitement. According to his memory, there were more unattractive bidders.

"Let's wait for the result with peace of mind. It won't be long before the result comes out!" Lin Lou leaned back on the sofa, squinted his eyes, and the other architects also relaxed in their own preferred ways to pass this final wait.

And inside the meeting room, the judges are doing the final work. Experts fill in the expert review form from a professional perspective, score all the bidding proposals, and then summarize and submit these opinions to the review committee for review.

Then fill out the expert voting form, summarize the voting results, and the review committee will rely on these to determine the final review results and select the winning bidder.

"Okay, it looks like everyone's opinions are quite consistent, with no major conflicts. That's saved me a lot of work! In that case, let's go out and announce the final evaluation results so they don't have to wait any longer!" When all the data was gathered at Solt-Cardal's, he breathed a sigh of relief. It's good that nothing went wrong.

"Agreed!"

"Agreed!" Gerg-Valga, Banabas-Prishkin, and others also expressed their approval of the review results. Long hours of review and discussion had left them exhausted, but now with the results out, they could finally relax.

"Oh, besides preparing the contract for the winning bidder, we also need to ensure that we handle the consolation for the unsuccessful architecture firms. We should settle their fees as soon as possible, as there may be future opportunities for collaboration with them! Even if we lose in this bidding process, it won't be for nothing, as the contracting party will compensate to some extent."

But compared to what the winning bidder receives, these are far behind. In fact, it is just a token gesture, just enough to cover their travel and labor expenses, so that they do not leave empty-handed.

The large door of the lounge was opened again, and the staff brought all the representatives to the room where the results were announced. Solt and all the judges were present, as well as lawyers and notaries, to ensure the fairness of the process.

"I announce that the architectural design collaboration for the capital airport project in Latvia will be carried out by the Paris-based Alphons-Pavard Architectural Firm and the Hong Kong-based Lin Architectural Firm!" Solt said in public announcing the result of the review.

Then, the lawyers and notaries endorsed the review from their professional perspectives, proving that the bidding process fully complies with legal requirements and carries full legal effect.

The scores of the judges are also made public, and the scores of Linlou and Alphanses far exceed those of other architectural firms, winning almost without any suspense.

"Haha, we've landed the big contract!" Alphons was excited to secure the Lin building. It was the largest project he had ever landed in his career, with the business being more than all the previous business profits combined.

"Hualalala!" Whether it was sincere or just a matter of etiquette, architects from other architectural firms applauded, congratulating Linlou and Alphanso on their victory.

Only Sinclair had a black line on his face, as he had to fulfill the bet and go downstairs to streak.
Chapter 441 Design Fee

"Bernard, Didier, you both need to take photos together, and make sure to produce satisfactory pictures for me. I want to hang this photo in the most prominent place in our office!" Alphonse exclaimed excitedly as Sinclair had to start fulfilling his promise.

One photographer is not enough, another one need to be added, so as to shoot as many angles as possible, and then select the best photos for display on the wall of the office.

When clients come over and see it, they'll ask, "Hey, why is there a picture of a man in your firm?" Alphonse will proudly show off and say, "Bro, when I participated in the international bidding, that man in the photo, the famous British architect Mr. Sinclair, insisted on making a bet with me. The loser had to streak. In the end, my firm won the design business for the international airport in the capital of Latvia, while poor Mr. Sinclair had to streak."

Okay, in reality, Sinclair's bet was with Linlou. Linlou was able to secure the design business of the International Airport of the capital of Rato Vihnia, and most of the credit goes to Linlou. But what does it matter? Alphons's firm is indeed the joint design party, and this is clearly stated in the contract.

"I'll take a few shots too!" Li Qingxi said excitedly, and quickly ran over with his camera, ready to find a good spot to record this rare scene.

"I didn't expect that you would also be interested in men," Xu Jiaping joked, but he felt a bit regretful in his heart. "If I had known earlier, I would have snatched the camera."

Liáng Zhìtiān also took a camera and went over. In the world of Hong Kong architecture, everyone considers British architects to be the best. Now, their own firm has easily defeated a British architect. If this news were to spread in Hong Kong, it would be quite a big deal. Following Alfonso's approach, enlarging the photos and putting them up in the firm would definitely attract a lot of clients.

Solte and the others were a little surprised to see this scene. After inquiring with some people, they found out the reason. They smiled and did not stop it. After this incident spread, it became a small but interesting story, which also helped to enhance the reputation of the airport project.

Sinclair ran for a while and then quickly got into the car and left. He didn't even attend the post-bidding reception, he really had no face to attend such gatherings.

However, his absence did not affect the atmosphere of the banquet. Solt and others brought out the signature Latvian stewed beef and mutton to entertain the architects from various countries, expressing their gratitude for being able to participate in the bidding, and then everyone freely interacted while dining.

Lin Lou and Alphons were surrounded by people coming over to say hello. They had already seen the renderings of Lin Lou's work and were very impressed with the magnificent design. When they came over to clink glasses with them, they did not hesitate to praise it.

Some European architects who are familiar with Alfonso's capabilities have raised doubts. This design is full of technological sense and can perfectly integrate with the local culture of Latvia, which doesn't seem to be his style. Perhaps it's mostly the credit of this young Chinese architect?

Therefore, their attitude towards Linlou became more enthusiastic. After complimenting him, they exchanged business cards and got his contact information. These people were calculating in their hearts. Since Alphons can unite with Linlou to bid for projects, why can't we? As long as we can get him, maybe in the future, our firm can also dare to attempt big projects that we haven't dared to try before.

Alfons seemed a little anxious, afraid that the Linlou might be snatched away by them, while Linlou was open to all comers. After all, he had to stay in China for a long time, and now the speed of information transmission was not fast, and there were no global bidding websites. It would be beneficial to get to know more people in order to compete for the opportunity to participate in bidding for major projects abroad.

After the dinner, everyone returned to the hotel. The next morning, architects from other countries' architectural firms bid farewell and left one after another. Since they did not win the project, there was no need for them to stay in Latvia anymore. It was better to make good use of the time and return early to start bidding for new projects.

The Lin and Alphans families stayed behind. Even though the contract has been officially signed and business has been secured, this is not the end, but the beginning of things. There is still a lot of work to be done!

Before that, it is most important at present to have a thorough communication and discussion with the representative of Party A. Although the requirements for the airport design have been explained by the Latvian side in the tender documents, these requirements are not sufficient enough, and it is necessary to listen to their detailed explanation again.

After dinner, they once again came to the meeting room where they had reported yesterday and met Solt-Kadar, Gerg-Valga, Barnabas Prishkin, and others again.

"Mr. Lin, Mr. Pavald, you have brought a wonderful gift to the people of Latvia. I believe that after the project is completed, all Latvians will be grateful to you!" Barnabas thanked them with the passion of an artist and praised the Latvian style reflected in the building.

"Lithuania's exquisite culture has inspired me, and its rich nomadic heritage is truly fascinating! Lin naturally knew how to make them happiest. Lithuania has always been in a non-mainstream position in Europe, and its culture is not well-known, just like the current situation of Chinese culture on the world stage."

If there is a foreigner in China who praises the long history and culture of China in front of Chinese people, I believe that the Chinese people who hear this will feel proud and happy. Latvians also have a similar sentiment, so Lin Lou's words made them unable to help but smile.

Alfonso was not to be outdone, and he also lavished praise on Latvian culture, which made them even happier, in turn leading to them praising his design plans.

Business mutual praise, the meeting officially begins. They have no doubt about the general direction of the Lin Tower plan. They all feel that the tent-like design of the Capital International Airport can not only meet functional needs but also showcase the essence of Latvian culture to the fullest extent, and resonate with the snow-capped peaks of the Alps, promoting the development of the Latvian tourism industry.

However, in various details, it is necessary to communicate in depth. For example, experts from the technology department of Latvia have begun to discuss with Linlou how to make adjustments to maximize the advantages of glass fiber tarpaulins. They also need to be aware of the defects of this new type of building material and try to avoid these issues in architectural design.

What are the design requirements for the solar power plant? They have provided specific criteria, and Lin and Alphanso need to enhance the exterior design based on these criteria, ideally creating a consistent style with the nearby airport.

How to adjust the details inside the airport? How should the area of the shops be planned? What art pieces should be placed on both sides of the moving walkway? How should the internal landscape decoration be adjusted to let passengers experience the charm of Latvian culture?

There were numerous issues to address, and they couldn't be resolved in just an afternoon. So Lin and his team stayed in the city of Dum for three days specifically for detailed discussions with the Latvian side. Only after these discussions were they able to temporarily conclude the communication and return to continue the next stage of their design work.

The Latvian side has shown great generosity by transferring the payment due to them at this stage before they leave, so they can depart with the money.

The payment methods for architectural design fees vary in different countries. In Japan, it is common to pay 5% at the initial research stage, 25% upon completing the preliminary design, 40% after the construction drawings are completed and approved, and the remaining 30% is paid during on-site supervision and upon passing the final acceptance inspection.

In the United States, 5% is paid through bidding, 10% for conceptual design, 20% upon completion of preliminary design, 40% upon completion and approval of construction drawings, and the remaining 25%, similar to Japan, is paid after on-site supervision and final acceptance.

Latvia then imitated the German practice, with a more detailed payment method. The preliminary research accounts for 3%, and after the bidding process, one can receive 14% of the total design fee, 7% for conceptual design, 11% for preliminary design, 31% after completion of construction drawings and administrative approval, 31% for on-site supervision, and 3% for completion acceptance.

And now, Linlou and his team have completed the preliminary research and bidding, so they should receive 17% of the total design fee. The total building area of the terminal building at the International Airport in the capital of Latvia exceeds 100,000 square meters, with a construction cost close to 1 billion US dollars. Calculated at 3% of the construction cost for design fees, Linlou and Alphans's firm can receive nearly 30 million in design fees.

So, 17% is 5 million US dollars. When this amount was received, everyone was overjoyed. Lin, who owns the building, was already wealthy, so he remained calm. Alphons and the employees of the two firms, on the other hand, were all very excited.

"Oh my God, I can't believe it, my firm has actually started working on a multi-million dollar design project!" Alphonse exclaimed, blushing and hugging someone.

"Haha, boss, where's our bonus? When will it be issued?" Bernard, Didier, and others are also the same. This project not only brought them generous bonuses, but more importantly, it also gave them qualifications. Architects who have participated in the design of such large projects are definitely a different concept from ordinary architects.

"Is it really going to be five million US dollars? No wonder the domestic architectural design departments need reform! The architectural design industry is making too much money, isn't it?" Li Qingxi and others were directly shocked. Five million US dollars, how much goods does the country need to export to earn that much?

"Even if there are reforms at home, they wouldn't immediately raise the architectural design fees so high! I estimate that initially having two percent of the total construction cost would be good enough!" Linlou shook his head.

When the reform had just started in the country, there were two modes of architectural design fees. The first was as Lin Lou said, which was charged according to a certain percentage. The second was based on factors such as project difficulty, scale, design conditions, and charged on a quota basis according to the area.

But regardless of the charging method, compared to foreign counterparts, the architectural design fees in China are relatively low, and many architectural design firms lower the standards of architectural design fees further in order to compete for projects.

Many times, if calculated on an area basis, the design fee for one square meter is only three to five yuan. If calculated based on the project cost, many projects can only obtain slightly more than one percent of the design fee.

Lin Lou has read some papers on this topic. One of them mentioned an example: for a small project of 4,000 square meters, the design fee is only 3.28 yuan per square meter based on the area quota calculation, amounting to only 13,100 yuan for the entire project. Alternatively, the fee would be just over 20,000 yuan based on proportional charging.

This kind of design fee can only barely ensure that there are no problems, and it can't be considered as having any design concept or artistic value at all.

Fortunately, in the early stages of architectural design reform, it is in a historical stage of rapid development in domestic construction. There is a shortage of architectural design talents, many projects, and fast progress. Many architects have to work overtime and even stay up late to complete private projects after finishing work at the office. During this period, although architects are tired and hardworking, their mental state is positive and their income is also very considerable.

The social status of architects is also high. They inspect projects, attend regular meetings, are chauffeured in luxury cars, and are treated to good wine and food. They receive red envelopes, and still have the final say in technical matters. They earn a lot, have face, and have no problem finding a spouse. This can be called the golden period for architects in China.

This situation persisted until the economic crisis in 2008. On one hand, the continuous education reform for many years has supplied a sufficient number of architectural design talents to the market. On the other hand, the economic crisis has had a huge impact on the real estate industry, leading to a decrease in market demand and resulting in an oversupply of architectural design talents.

At the same time, life has not been easy for the architectural design unit. Projects that they used to secure with a few words now require bidding. The proposals are no longer approved on first submission, but require constant revisions. The receipt of design fees has also slowed down, increasing the work intensity for design personnel with little increase in income.

In this situation, small design firms with insufficient strength continue to fall, and some architects switch careers while others join large firms. Although their income may not have decreased based on absolute data, when compared to the average social income, it is evident that their status cannot be compared to that of the 1990s.

"Even 2% is not bad! Even if it's a little less, it's definitely higher than the current salary!" Li Qingxi still doesn't understand this, he only sees that architects will definitely have a bright future after the reform.

I've been staying up all night recently and overslept.
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"For most architectural design firms, that may be the case, but if we follow this standard, we would be at a loss!" Lin frowned. Clearly, we could earn design fees representing three to five percent of the total construction costs from overseas projects, and sometimes even more. Who would be willing to settle for a mere two percent design fee?"

And the construction costs of most foreign projects are higher than in China, and the payment is in US dollars. Taking these two factors into consideration, the design fees that Linlou and his team can receive for a project of the same scale will vary greatly.

"If it is a project of great social significance such as the Asian Games sports venues, martyrs' cemeteries, university libraries, etc., we can lower the price a little, but it is not necessary for us to help them save money if it is a commercial project. Our firm is registered in Hong Kong, and the overseas design unit's fees in China will definitely be different from those of domestic design units!"

If you ask Bei Yuming and other overseas design units to charge according to domestic standards, they will definitely not be willing to come. Due to historical reasons, there is still a significant gap in the level between domestic and foreign design units. Especially in some large modern buildings, it is not even possible to rely on domestic design units to complete the work.

So if we want to invite these units to come to China for design, we can only follow their standards. In future policies, there will also be content in this regard, and Lin Building will definitely contribute in the places where it is supposed to, such as the Martyrs' Cemetery project. Not only did he not ask for a design fee, but he also secretly made a donation.

In the upcoming Asian Games venues design, Linlou will not demand design fees according to foreign standards, but will definitely follow domestic standards; he will continue to do so for similar projects in the future.

However, commercial projects are completely different. For example, if a developer wants Linlou to help design a high-end villa residential area, Linlou definitely wouldn't be willing to follow domestic design standards. Why can foreign architects earn so much, while I only have this little?

According to the statistical data from later essays, in China, the design fee ratio ranges from 0.8% to 2.36%, Hong Kong is 3% to 7%, the United States is 5.64% to 11.63%, the United Kingdom is 5.5% to 15%, and Japan has an even wider range, from the lowest 3.43% to the highest 17.33%. Compared with the lowest standard in China and the highest standard abroad, the difference is more than twenty times.

Even according to average standards, there is a gap of five to six times, which leads to the situation where Chinese architects work more but earn less, while foreign architects have a significantly lower workload compared to Chinese architects but earn several times more.

In the collaboration projects between domestic and foreign architectural design units, such situations are particularly prominent. For example, in the future project of Zhuhai Commercial City, with a total investment of 300 million, Hong Kong's firm only provided one design proposal and received a design fee of 3.9 million, accounting for 1.3% of the total cost. The Chinese design firm expanded the project, worked hard to complete the construction drawings, and only received 3.6 million, representing just 1.2% of the total cost. According to foreign standards, the Chinese design firm should have received more than Hong Kong's firm.

“In fact, in the United States, not all projects are charged based on a percentage. Some firms charge based on working hours, similar to lawyers who set a minimum standard and then charge for the actual hours worked. There are also those who adopt fixed fee standards, providing a specific amount for a project and allowing you to decide whether to take it or not.”

Linde continues to popularize knowledge, "Many well-known major firms are like this, and as their reputation grows, their fees will also increase. Even for a small project, they can earn a considerable design fee; of course, their fees are not asked for in vain. These firms have the ability to increase the added value of buildings, benefiting the owners."

"This is much better than charging based on a percentage! Maybe we can consider moving in this direction in the future!" Linlou doesn't have enough reputation at the moment, so the only option is to charge based on a percentage."

When everyone comes looking for him to do design work in the future, he can switch to a fixed fee model. I will do what I say, you give me money, that's it. And unless there are technical problems, I absolutely won't revise the drawings. If you want to hire me, agree; if not, go find someone else - I'm not short of clients at all.

This is the attitude that a great architect should have. Constantly revising drawings according to the client's whims is just behaving like a drawing laborer.

"If there really comes a day when you make me the director of a small design institute, I won't go!" Li Qingxi couldn't help but fantasize about how wonderful life would be then.

"This time, you have also done a lot of work. After Alfonso and I settle the accounts according to the contract, we will distribute everyone's commission and bonuses!" After enjoying the future, Linlou talked about more practical matters.

"Hey, there's no need to be in such a hurry." Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, Liang Zhitian, Xu Jiaping and others smirked. This is a five million dollar design fee! Even if they have to share some with Alphonsus's firm first, then take a cut from the remaining twenty-five percent, they can still make tens of thousands of dollars at the very least. This time it's a real windfall!

Li Qingxi and Liang Zhitian were very happy because they had defeated Alphans Firm's collaborators in the previous project design work, taking the initiative and not only earning great credit, but also winning more profit for their own firm, naturally entitling them to a larger share of commission and bonus.

As for Lin Mita and Xu Jiaping, they felt a bit depressed, as they were temporarily being compared to people like Lilian. Naturally, the shares and bonuses they could get would be lower than those of Li Qingxi and Liang Zhitian.

But it doesn't matter. There is still a lot of design work for such a large project. As long as we seize every opportunity to learn and improve, we will definitely surpass them before the project is completed. The two of them secretly made up their minds.

Lin Lou and Alphonsus discussed and, in the end, the first design fee of five million US dollars was divided in a 60/40 split. Lin Lou received 60%, amounting to three million US dollars, while Alphonsus received 40%, amounting to two million US dollars. Despite feeling a little resentful, Alphonsus had no choice. After all, Lin Lou had displayed more outstanding performance in their collaboration.

In fact, if this project wasn't the first one he got involved in, according to industry practice, the party obtaining the project would also receive an additional share, and his share would be even lower.

"In the subsequent work, we will still divide the contributions according to our respective areas." Lin estimated that in the initial design and construction drawing stages, his side could still receive a larger share. As for the on-site phase, Alphonse's proximity to Latvia would give his employees a slight advantage.

"No problem, let's just follow the contract as stipulated!" After some initial hesitation, Alphans also recovered. In just a short amount of time, he received a design fee of two million US dollars, which is quite substantial for an architect like him. Moreover, there are still tens of millions of dollars in design fees waiting to be allocated. Why wouldn't he be happy about it?

"I've already called to inform our contacts in Paris. When we get back, we'll hold a grand celebration party! We must celebrate in style!" Alfonso, who had just received two million dollars, started to act with confidence and extravagance.

When we came over, everyone sat in economy class, but on the way back, we upgraded to first class. Upon arrival at the airport, because we still had to work in Paris for a period of time, we stayed at the same hotel as last time, but the room category was upgraded from a basic room to an executive suite, so the treatment improved again.

Before, I wouldn't dare to spend money recklessly when I didn't have much. Now that I've received such a large design fee, this kind of expense is naturally not a concern. Living more comfortably will also improve work efficiency, right?

By evening, the dinner party started on time. The champagne tower, buffet table piled with food, and the handsome men and beautiful women present quickly stirred up excitement among everyone, as they indulged in the decadent capitalist lifestyle to the fullest.

"Xiaolou, you've really outdone yourself this time. A billion-dollar project, not something Mr. Bei encounters often, I suppose?" Academician Wang also attended the dinner party.

"Once you reach Mr. Bei's level, it's not about the cost of the project anymore. How much is the design value of the Louvre renovation project in dollars? If you're willing to give it to me, I'm willing to do it for free!" Lin Lou laughed, although he now has some reputation, there is still quite a gap between him and a master like Bei Yuming.

"I'm different. I can even pay out of my own pocket, but I'm so poor that it won't be much!" Academician Wang was in a very good mood and joked with him.

"Teacher Wang, we have just secured the project, and we will soon begin the initial design of the preliminary plan. I plan to keep a few people in Paris to handle this work, but we are a bit short-handed. If you are willing to come and help, it would be great. Additionally, if there are any architecture students from China studying in Paris, we can also invite them to join."

By doing so, it can save on labor costs and help them earn extra income, so they can study better in Paris. It can also expose them to advanced international design concepts early on, which will be beneficial for their career prospects.

"No problem, I will find someone for you tomorrow and try to arrange for you to meet them before you return to your country! If their skills are suitable, I will have them come over to help." Academician Wang readily agreed.

"Haha, Lin, I finally realize that inviting you to design my new flagship store was definitely taking a big advantage. If I were to invite you now, the design fee would definitely be more than before!" Pierre Cardin also came. Lin Lou was able to take on such a large project and he was also very happy. He hoped that Lin Lou would soon become a globally renowned architect.

In this way, his flagship store for Laderfance will have another selling point, which can attract more customers to visit. This will be very beneficial for enhancing the brand image of Pierre Cardin.

"It's not too late now. The airport in Latvia has designed many shops. If you're interested, you can also take one to set up a Pierre Cardin store. I can continue to design for you as well! Of course, as you just said, the design fee definitely cannot continue to be based on the previous standards," Lin Lou half-jokingly and half-seriously said.

Although the design fee for this project definitely cannot be compared to that of an airport project, as the owner of an architectural design firm, who would complain about having too many projects?

"Latvia's economic development has been very impressive in recent years, with rapid increases in national income. I believe that there will be a swift growth in demand for luxury goods in this country, so setting up a branded store at their capital airport is indeed a good idea! I will seriously consider it, and once the decision is made, I will definitely invite you to do the design!" Pierre Cardin is really starting to consider this.

However, this kind of matter cannot be decided with just a few words. The exploration of any new market must go through serious research. Pierre Cardin's willingness to take risks does not mean he will make decisions impulsively.

"After the opening of the new flagship store, I will take people to visit Latvia! By the way, I also came here to deliver invitation letters. You will be like a half host, so make sure to arrive early!" Pierre Cardin took out a few invitation letters and handed them out.

During this period when Linlou and Alphons were busy with the Rato Viniya Capital Airport project, the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin in Fans was fully completed and is about to open.

This is my first project in Europe, and at the official opening, Mr. Lin will definitely be present, so I readily agreed.

I booked the flowers in advance, prepared the gifts, and on the day of the opening of the new flagship store, Linlou and Alphons, with their respective agency representatives, all wearing Pierre Cardin suits, arrived at the flagship store early in the morning.

Between a mass of steel bricks, glass cement, and straight lines forming a building, the curved architecture of the Alk facade stands out. The good plasticity of Alk presents the entire building in a curved shape, like the fluttering hem of a skirt. Anyone passing by will be drawn to this building full of futuristic colors at just one glance.

"I really don't know how you come up with it. Even though I've seen it countless times, I'm always amazed every time I watch it again!" Alphonsus envied greatly, when will I be able to create such a genius design."

"Lynn, this building and your design at the capital airport in Riga, Latvia, are both architectural works that transcend the times!" Grambozanbak also arrived.

Beside him, there was another future celebrity in the architecture field. "Seeing this work, I knew that Zaha losing to you in Hong Kong was not unjust. Let me introduce, I am Bernard Quemi! I was once Zaha's teacher."

"Mr. Qumi, your design for the Ravilite Park project has also brought me great inspiration. As for Ms. Hadid, she is a talented architect who only lacks an opportunity at the moment."

So the event entered the much-anticipated business promotion segment.
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"This is Mr. Paul-André, Paris Charles de Gaulle International Airport is his work! The Arc de Triomphe in La Défense was also designed by him in collaboration with the Danish architect Mr. Johan Otto von Spreckelsen!" Grembowzanbach introduced another heavyweight architect to Lin Lou.

For Chinese people, the reputation of Paul Andre is much louder than that of Bernard and Grimbozanbach, because the National Grand Theater of China is his work.

"Hello, Mr. Andrew, your design at Charles de Gaulle Airport has given me a lot of inspiration, the design of the boarding gates is truly passenger-friendly! I have adopted a similar design in my bid for the capital international airport of Latvia this time!" Lin Lou said as he shook hands with him.

Paul Andre's achievements in the field of airport design are equally impressive. In addition to designing the Charles de Gaulle International Airport, he has also completed design work for international airports in Nice, Jakarta, Cairo, Shanghai, and others. The basic concept of Kansai International Airport in Japan also originated from Andre, and he and the Paris Airport Company have design experience in over 50 airports worldwide.

However, due to various reasons, his designs have also encountered some problems. On May 23, 2004, the ceiling of Terminal 2E at Charles de Gaulle International Airport collapsed, resulting in four deaths. A special inquiry committee attributed the collapse to various technical reasons and a lack of safety considerations in the design. Andre blamed the collapse on the inadequate construction by the construction company.

On September 28, 2004, the construction of the third terminal of Dubai International Airport collapsed, and some people suggested that this accident was closely related to the design by Andrew.

In addition, experts have pointed out many "energy consumption loopholes" in the design of the Shanghai Oriental Art Center designed by Andrew, even as they commend its world-class performance facilities.

A simple outer door directly connects to a spacious and grand hall, which reflects the designer's "visually enlightening" visual effect. However, the lack of any partitions in the middle creates a ventilation and drainage port, resulting in the interior design temperature not meeting the requirements.

The air conditioning vents in the central hall are all facing the glass curtain wall rather than directly into the hall. Their explanation for this is to prevent the temperature difference between indoors and outdoors from causing condensation on the glass curtain wall, thus affecting the building's transparency and appearance.

The internal spaces of the music hall, opera house, and concert hall in the Oriental Arts Center are all interconnected. If only a small concert hall is in use, the Center would rather not hold the performance because turning on all the air conditioning would not even cover the electricity costs.

The ceramic wall hangings in the Oriental Art Center number as many as 158,000 pieces, reaching a height of 14.8 meters. It would take at least two months to wash them all. There are 4,700 glass curtain wall covers, and it costs 40,000 yuan to clean them once.

His experiences have also reminded Linlou that when designing, one must not only focus on the artistic effects, but also consider the safety of the project and the operating costs in the later stage, trying to avoid the mistakes made by Andrew.

Several heavyweight French architects have been greeted and sent to the resting place. Other people also came to greet Linlou, including a French artist he met at the Venice Biennale, media reporters, and Santino Bocherini, the owner of the Italian Bocherini furniture company, with whom he signed a furniture patent contract in Venice last time.

"Mr. Lin, the previous sales commission has been calculated. I have brought the accounts and the commission for you to review after the ceremony. Congratulations on winning the design for the capital international airport of Latvia. Do you have any new furniture designs for this project? If so, Pocherini Furniture Company is still interested in collaborating with you."

"It seems that your previous sales performance was very good!" Judging from Sandino Pocherini's expression, Linlou felt that the furniture must have sold well, otherwise he wouldn't be so happy. So he took over the account book and handed it to Linmita for safekeeping, intending to ask Pier Cardan to introduce an accounting firm to help take a look.

"Yes, yes, as soon as I mentioned that it's the Golden Lion award-winning piece from the Venice Biennale, Italian clients were all eager to buy. The Venice Biennale is truly the pride of Italy!" Santino Puccerini said proudly, it seems he has cleverly used this gimmick for publicity and achieved quite a good effect.

"This opening of the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin is also a great opportunity for you. Perhaps you can sell these furniture to France and then promote them to the world! If his products sell well, it will also benefit Lin, as he can get an 8% commission."

Sandino Puccini smiled without saying a word. It is estimated that this is also the main reason he rushed from Italy to participate in the opening ceremony. After exchanging a few words with Lin Lou, he quickly went to find Pierre Cardin. After the opening ceremony, when everyone went in to visit, he eagerly introduced the furniture to the visiting guests with a flushed face.

It seems that quite a few people are interested, exchanging business cards with Sandro-Pozzarelli. Perhaps before long, a batch of furniture will be shipped from Italy to France.

"Mr. Lin, hello, I am a reporter from Xinhua News Agency. Can I interview you?" Just as he had sent away several local media reporters from Paris, a Chinese reporter rushed over.

Paris is an internationally renowned metropolis, and France is one of the five major rogue countries. It's not surprising to see Chinese journalists here. Upon seeing a journalist from his homeland, Linlou appeared particularly friendly. He invited the journalist to a rest area and asked the waiter to bring tea and snacks before they began to chat.

"Mr. Lin, as far as I know, is this the first work by a Chinese architect in Paris? What kind of opportunity allowed you to achieve this?" asked the journalist named Feng Hongqi. He had spent a considerable amount of time in Paris and was well aware of the pride Parisians hold in the field of art. It was hard to imagine that they would be willing to hire a Chinese architect for this project.

"It's quite a coincidence. In fact, I met Mr. Pierre Cardin in China. At the time, I was attending a meeting at the Fragrant Hill Hotel with my colleagues, and we happened to meet Mr. Pierre Cardin. After chatting with him, he learned that I was an architect and was invited to visit a project I had designed," Lin Lou recounted the past incident.

"After the visit, Mr. Pierre Cardin really liked my design, and then he had the idea of having me help him design the new flagship store. I submitted the proposal on time and received Mr. Pierre Cardin's approval. Not only did he sign a formal design contract with me, but he also introduced me to participate in the Venice International Biennial Exhibition in Europe..."

Feng Hongqi quickly recorded that a young Chinese genius, due to his outstanding performance, has won over demanding foreign clients. Such stories are certainly popular nowadays. He has just taken several photos and now plans to attach them to the article, then send it back to be published in important newspapers and magazines.

"So, you came to Europe this time just to attend the opening ceremony?" Feng Hongqi asked after finishing the recording and also feeling a bit emotional. It's not easy to travel abroad now, I guess they have had a great time these days, right?

"It's not entirely true. I actually came here a month ago! I was invited by a French architectural firm to join them in a bid for the design of the international airport in the capital of Latvia. I just finished this job a few days ago, and I just returned from the city of Riga, the capital of Latvia, and happened to make it in time for the opening ceremony!" Lin Lou said modestly.

"The design of the airport project!" Feng Hongqi was even more surprised. How big is Pierre Cardin's new flagship store? And how big is the airport in the capital city of a country? This is definitely not in the same league!

"How did it turn out?" he asked anxiously. If they really secured it, it would have a far greater impact than just a luxury flagship store.

"Fortunately, the project was eventually entrusted to me and this French architectural firm to work on together, and the contract has been signed," Lin Lou actually wanted to convey this message back to China, so he told Feng Hongqi so much.

"Could you please give me a detailed account of what happened? Also, if it's convenient, could you let me see your design plans and contract?" Feng Hongqi is quite cautious, and understandably, he cannot simply take Linlou's words as truth. Reporting news is important, but it's also crucial to confirm if the information is true.

From this perspective, he is much more principled than those journalists in later generations. Those guys don't care about the truth of the news as long as they can attract traffic, and what consequences will that bring about?

"I'm afraid it won't work today. I still need to attend to the guests. How about this, if you're free tomorrow, come with me to the Al-Fans-Pavalde architectural firm, and we can discuss this matter in detail. The contract, plans, and everything else are all there!" Over there, Pierre Cardan was already motioning for him to come over.

"No problem, I will be there early!" Feng Hongqi said decisively. This kind of big news cannot be missed. He quickly noted the address of Alphans-Pavard Architectural Firm.

After the opening ceremony, everyone attended the banquet. It was a busy day, and the event didn't end until the next morning. When Lin flipped through the newspapers at the hotel, many of them reported on the avant-garde style and interior decoration of the Pierre Cardin flagship store, which caused quite a stir in Paris.

After breakfast, Linlou took everyone to Al-Fans's office. Feng Hongqi was already waiting here. After arranging the work, Linlou introduced the bidding situation to him with Al-Fans.

And took him to see the renderings and models of the international airport in the capital of Latvia, Riga. With the permission of Mr. Lin and Mr. Alphons, Feng Hongqi took photographs.

We chatted for almost a whole morning, and after clarifying the ins and outs of the matter and various details, Feng Hongqi finally left with a full understanding.

After returning, he immediately started writing with his head covered. He began writing from the design of the Pierre Cardin flagship store in Lin Building, then moved on to the bid for the international airport in the capital of Latvia. Finally, after writing several pages, he carefully added photos, meticulously reviewed and revised the article several times before sending it back to China.

"Oh, Xiao Feng has posted another article? Let me take a look. Is this one about the Parisian style or popular culture? Many media outlets are waiting for his articles!" Li Yushan, who is in charge of reviewing the manuscripts at Xinhua News Agency, opened the envelope with a smile.

Since the reopening of the country, everyone has been curious about various things from overseas, especially articles about big cities like New York and Paris. Whether they are true or not, as long as they are published in newspapers and magazines, everyone likes to read them. However, not all articles are suitable for publication, and Li Yushan is responsible for this work.

Articles with no issues will be provided to newspapers and magazines, while more sensitive ones will either be circulated internally based on the situation or temporarily set aside. Feng Hongqi's previous articles have not been very sensitive, so he feels that this time, perhaps, it will just be a formality.

However, as he began to read, his brow furrowed. While it is indeed good news that a Chinese architect's project has been completed in the country, is it not true that luxury flagship stores tend to promote consumerism and hedonism? Plus, isn't the style of this building just too strange?

It seems that this article needs to be revised. The mention of luxury flagship stores should be omitted, let's change it to well-known traditional clothing stores instead. The photos of flagship stores are also not suitable, let's replace them with photos of bustling businesses, in this way, the issues can be resolved, and it will also show that our Chinese architects are popular overseas.

Li Yushan nodded slightly, expressing satisfaction with this approach, and then continued to look down. Oh? The design of Riga International Airport has been awarded as well? Oh, it's a joint design? Assisting French architects? Even so, it's impressive!

What? Just assisting with work again? From the description in the article, why does it feel like this architect named Lin Lou is more important? Could it be that Xiao Feng wrote it wrong?

I can't proceed without verifying it thoroughly, so as to avoid making any mistakes. Li Yushan thought for a moment, and first called the Latvian Embassy in China to inquire. The Latvian Embassy confirmed that they had indeed just completed the bidding process for the Capital International Airport, and the winners were indeed the architects Linlou and Als-Pavalde.

The embassy staff expressed their gratitude to Lin Lou over the phone, and with their testimony, the issue was mostly resolved. Then they contacted Feng Hongqi, who also gave an accurate response. In this project, Lin Lou's and Alfonso's positions are the same, and in the early stage contributions, Lin Lou's surpasses Alfonso's.

All information has been verified. Based on this information, Li Yushan has revised Feng Hongqi's article, significantly reducing the content of the flagship Pierre Cardin, and focusing on the design work of the International Airport in the capital of Latvia.

Soon, these articles were published in newspapers and magazines, and Lin Lou's reputation once again became prominent.
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"An airport is at least 100,000 square meters, right? How can the small company handle such a big project now?" In the office of Tsinghua University, Commissioner Wu was surprised to see the newspaper.

"At first, I couldn't believe it myself. But later when I went to his courtyard to find Feng Shaoping and asked, it turned out to be true. Back when Lin Lou was helping with the National Stadium in Ulaanbaatar, he competed against a French architect. Perhaps he defeated his opponent in that competition, so when he heard about this opportunity in Europe, he thought of Xiaolou!" Zhang Fengwen said with a smile.

A young architect from China has emerged, and he is even a graduate of Tsinghua University. People are all delighted. "Xiao Lou spent over a month in Europe, competing with several architectural firms in Germany, UK, Netherlands, and France for this project. Finally, we managed to secure the project! It wasn't easy to win this time!"

"In my opinion, after returning, we can have Xiao Lou give a presentation to explain the whole process of working on a project abroad. This way, everyone can understand how the process works and see if there are any valuable lessons to learn!"

Zhang Fengwen did not mention participating in international project bids. He was also clear that, given the current abilities of Chinese architects, there are very few who have the strength to compete abroad.

"This can be done. I will also go and listen at that time!" Member Wu nodded in agreement, "Ask Xiaolou when he will be back. The preparations can begin in advance, and we can hold it in the school auditorium. If things get too busy, I will talk to the principal."

"I'll arrange it right away!" Academician Guan said, "But now there's something more urgent. It's almost summer vacation, and Xiaolou is about to be a senior. I guess there are definitely more than just our family keeping an eye on Xiaolou! Don't let Xiaolou be snatched away by other units!"

In the previous project of the Tsinghua University Library new building, he collaborated very happily with Lin, and coupled with Lin's outstanding performance in other projects, Academician Guan has been hoping that Lin can stay at Tsinghua.

"The design firm is probably not willing to go. He is now working for Xiangjiang Law Firm, earning much more than working for the state-owned unit, and he can also take on foreign business. Whether it's the city court, other provincial courts, or even the national court, I don't think he would be interested! But working for a design firm wouldn't affect him continuing to stay at the school, right? Teaching classes for students and doing design work at the same time should not be a problem!" analyzed Zhang Fengwen.

"Yeah, Kenzo Tange and Kisho Kurokawa are both teaching at the University of Tokyo while still active in design. It might be a bit early for Xiao Lou to be promoted to a professor, but there should be absolutely no problem for him to become a lecturer out of the regular track. We don't even need to mention those architectural works. Just based on the textbooks he compiled, he definitely has the qualifications!"

Commissioner Wu understands it very clearly. Lin is only 22 years old this year and has at least 40 years of working time ahead of him. As long as he is kept at the school, the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University will not have to worry about the lack of successors for the next 40 years. It will still be able to firmly suppress competitors such as Tongji University, Tianjin University, and Nanjing University of Technology.

"When he comes back, I will personally talk to him! You all keep an eye out, and as soon as he comes back, notify me. I don't want someone else to take the lead!" Commissioner Wu also understood clearly, with all the commotion at Lin Building, it’s not just one or two units, or one or two schools that have set their sights on him. If they arrive late, there will be no place for regret."

In Nangjiang University campus, Nangjiang City, Haidong Province, Jiang Yunying is preparing for her class in the office. Suddenly, she hears footsteps outside, and the door of the office is opened by the Vice President of the university, Huang Wanying.

The teachers in the office quickly stood up to greet her. After Huang Wanying replied to each one, she invited Jiang Yunying into her office. After sitting down, Jiang Yunying was still a little puzzled. The principal could have just sent someone to inform her, why did she come in person?

Huang Wanying first praised Jiang Yunying's work, then turned the conversation to Lin Lou, "Teacher Jiang, your two children are really admirable. The eldest has achievements, and the youngest just landed such a big project. It's definitely a honor for our Nanjiang City and even the entire Haidong Province!"

"Principal, you're too kind! Xiao Lou's achievements today are also due to everyone's cultivation. Our South River University also deserves credit. Before he went to Tsinghua, he was reading in our school library, and he often came to the school for sketching and inspiration!" Jiang Yunying's speaking skills are quite good.

After speaking a few more sentences, Principal Huang finally got to the point, "In my opinion, everything about Xiaqiao and Xiaolou is fine, it's just that the two of you are too far apart. Let's not talk about Xiaqiao being in the United States for now, Xiaolou is about to graduate in a year, right? With two children at home, it's always better to have one by your side."

"Although our South River University currently does not have a Department of Architecture, considering the national needs for construction and development, the demand for talent in the field of architecture is definitely increasing. Therefore, the university has begun to formally consider the establishment of a Department of Architecture. If Xiaolou is willing to come back, we will first ask an old professor to help guide him, and in a few years, when the time is right, we will appoint Xiaolou as the head of the Department of Architecture. Xiaolou will have the final say on internal matters of the department!"

Nanjiang University also knows that when it comes to the conditions of the school, they can't compare to Tsinghua. But isn't there a saying, "Better to be the head of a chicken than the tail of an ox?" Tsinghua University is indeed good, but there are also many experienced professors. When will Lin Building be able to stand on its own?

Even with Linlou's abilities and talents, he still needs to slowly accumulate experience. It's uncertain when he can make a breakthrough. On the other hand, Nanjiang University is a blank canvas, without even an architecture department at present. There's no need to worry about these things. As long as his capabilities are sufficient and can promote the growth of the newly established architecture department, what difference does it make to appoint him as the head of the department?

In the education sector, there are just too many examples of a luminary driving the rapid development of a particular department. Why is the architecture department of Tsinghua University so formidable? Isn't it because of Liang Sicheng? If Nanjing Institute of Technology didn't have Yang Tingbao, would it have its current reputation? And NANJIANG University is also taking a gamble, betting that Linlou would be the next Liang Sicheng, the next Yang Tingbao!

If we win the bet, Nanjiang University might become the next Nanjing University of Technology, adding another nationally leading department. If we lose, it's not a big deal. After all, Lin Building's strength is here, and the bottom line is still guaranteed. At worst, it can become the best architectural department in the province. The school won't lose out anyway.

With that being said, Jiang Yunying was a bit moved. Which parents don't want their children to stay by their side, right? The Lin family lacks nothing now, and her only hope is to see Lin Qiao and Lin Lou get married soon so she can hold her grandchild. If Lin Lou could return to Nanjiang City, she would immediately find dozens of girls for him to meet.

However, it's just a momentary infatuation. Jiang Yunying also knows that the Lin brothers are both very independent-minded. So she tactfully said, "I guess he can't make the decision on this matter either. We'll have to wait for the government allocation, right?"

"As long as Xiaolou agrees to come back, I will take care of the rest. Our school still has some face after all! Besides, the principle of assignment is to return to where you came from! Xiaolou was educated in our Nanjiang city, and I should also come back to work in Nanjiang city!" Huang Wanying had thought it through long ago.

"Great, I'm going to Beijing in a few days for a meeting. By then, Xiaolou should be back, right? Please give me Xiaolou's phone number and address so I can visit him when I'm there. Also, is there anything you or your spouse want to send to Xiaolou? I can bring it over when I visit him!" Looks like they're planning to personally visit Xiaolou."

Jiang Yunying naturally wouldn't let President Huang do such things for her. Moreover, if they need to deliver something, why go through so much trouble? They could just ask someone at the train station to help bring the items over. After arriving in Beijing, Qi Baocheng personally delivered the items to Linlou in the quadrangle courtyard.

However, the phone number and address must be provided. In her opinion, whether Linlou wants to come back or not, it can't hurt to keep in touch - it's just an extra option.

After work, Jiang Yunying was about to talk to Lin Shengbin about this matter. However, as soon as she entered the house, she found that there were already guests at home. "Qiao, Ma, this is my wife Jiang Yunying. Yunying, these two are architects from the city court..."

Lin Shengbin gave them a brief introduction, and then Jiang Yunying went to the kitchen to busy herself. When guests come to the house, you have to at least offer them a meal.

When cooking, Jiang Yunying also pricked up her ears to listen to the outside movement. After hearing a few sentences, she understood that these two were also coming for Lin Building.

"Lin, listen to me. No matter how good it is outside, it's still not as good as home! You can't find authentic fish balls and authentic pastries like at Xiao Lou in Beijing."

"As long as Xiaolou is willing to come back, our institute will definitely prioritize his cultivation. As soon as the time comes, he will be promoted immediately. If Xiaolou achieves results, we will apply for an off-scale promotion to the higher authorities! As for professional titles, Xiaolou doesn't need to worry about it at all, the institute will take care of it for him..."

The wind of reform in the construction industry has reached Nanjiang City. The Nanjiang City Institute is well aware of the impact of these reform policies. In the future, units with good architects will definitely be in high demand, able to attract more business, and bring higher benefits to the unit. So when they saw Linlou performing so well, they wanted to snatch him away.

Jiang Yunying couldn't help but laugh at this. It was exactly the same as what Huang Wanying had said to her. Thinking of the students she brought with her to Nanjiang University, they were all so nervous as they neared graduation and job placement. Yet Lin Building has not even graduated yet and already there are so many good units actively seeking them out. She felt extremely proud.

Lin Shengbin naturally did not give them a definite answer, but only gave them Lin Lou's phone number and address after eating, letting them go to Lin Lou to talk themselves.

After seeing off the two guests, Jiang Yunying quickly explained Principal Huang's situation. Then the two of them analyzed the merits and demerits of the two jobs. "In my opinion, working at the school is better. I've inquired about it. Teaching and doing research at the school does not affect taking on projects outside. Moreover, private architectural firms are now open, so it's possible to teach and work on your own building projects at the same time!"

"The school leaders value it, and with my help, Xiao Lou will definitely not suffer! And there are also many young female teachers at school, so it’s easy to solve the problem of finding a partner!"

"Hehe, both of us definitely hope Xiaolou can come back, but he may not be willing to! Beijing is much stronger than Nanjiang City; well, these two kids have their own opinions, there's no use worrying about it. Let's talk to him about it and ultimately, it's up to him to choose!" Lin Shengbin seemed to have figured it out.

Other people's children rely on their parents to arrange everything, but our child, with the help of Lin Lou, was able to be promoted from deputy to director. And Jiang Yunying's promotion in professional title was also thanks to the constant mail of academic works from the two brothers from abroad. In this situation, who can help the children?

And now the kids have money, so whether they want to come back or go see each other, it's just a few hours' flight. Even if they choose to work outside, it's not a big deal.

"The children and grandchildren will have their own blessings. We don't need to worry about these things!" Lin Shengbin's mood was somewhat complex. On the one hand, he was happy that his children had made something of themselves, but on the other hand, he felt a bit choked up because his children were doing so well that he couldn't even understand their careers now.

At the same time, in the office of the Beijing Municipal Bureau, Director Qiu and Deputy Director Ouyang were also discussing the matter of Lin Building. "Wow, the acquisition of the 100,000 square meters international airport was arranged just like that! The progress of Xiaolou in recent years has been really impressive!"

"Our capital airport should be expanded, right? If we want to host the Asian Games, we need to consider this issue immediately. The current airport size cannot meet the demands of the Asian Games! If we can pull off this project, it will give us more confidence to compete with other design units for airport expansion projects in the future."

"If he comes, I can immediately let him take independent charge of the project. I reckon there won't be many in the institute who would feel reluctant. After all, they've all been taught by Xiaolou before!" Vice President Ouyang recounted, in the meeting room at the city institute, the scene of Xiaolou demonstrating hand-drawing techniques is still vivid in Vice President Ouyang's mind.

"The worry is that they may not be willing to come!" Dean Qiu sighed, "Ah, how can I reason with them? We are the prestigious Beijing Municipal Court, yet we are concerned that a student who has not even graduated may not be willing to come!"

"No matter whether Xiaolou is willing or not, we still need to do the work that needs to be done. When he comes back, I will go and talk to him to see if there is an opportunity!" Vice President Ouyang also plans to personally visit.

There are many units that share the same ideas as them, and many departments related to architectural design have set their sights on the Lin building. They are all thinking of various ways to bring the Lin building to their own units.

Under such circumstances, Lin returned to his home country.

Thanks to the support from Fengyu Feifei, the book friend 20201011192644387, and who8who, I will definitely not be late today.
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"So, I'll go back tomorrow first, and come back next month to have a meeting and discussion together, and then go to Latvia to submit the proposal and see if they have any opinions!" Lin's work in Europe finally came to an end, and he could go back to his country. They had already assigned the work beforehand, and were only waiting for each to complete it before consolidating it.

"When there is an opportunity, I can also take people to Beijing for meetings and discussions. In fact, I have always wanted to visit China. You know, during the time I was studying, everyone was very eager to go to China." Alphons Bieberlin Tower is much larger. Calculating his age, it was the time when Parisian students were holding the Little Red Book."

"With such a big project, it will take quite a bit of time. You will definitely have this opportunity. By then, I will arrange for you to stay at the Xiangshan Hotel and take you to see the Great Wall and taste Chinese cuisine," Lin Lou promised with a smile.

The next day, the group of people boarded the plane with their luggage. They rested in Hong Kong as usual for a day and assigned tasks to the employees in Hong Kong. When Xu Wenbiao and others saw Lin Lou, they were very excited. They also knew that Lin Lou had just secured a big contract with a design fee of up to tens of millions of US dollars. Even if they were only responsible for a small part, it would be enough for them.

"Boss, whatever work you have for us, just tell us and we will put in 120% effort to get it done!" They all eagerly rolled up their sleeves and prepared to work.

"Of course, we can't do without you all. I'm here to arrange the work. Zhitian, please brief everyone on the project situation, and then I will assign the tasks."

After everything was arranged, Xu Wenbiao gave him more good news. The media in Hong Kong reported that Linlou had won the design business for the International Airport in the capital of Latvia in Europe, as well as the grand opening of the new flagship store for Pierre Cardin in Radevani, which caused a sensation in the European fashion world. As a result, more clients came to them for design projects.

"Then let's continue to recruit people! And just like before, you will provide me with the project materials, and I will take them back to show to my colleagues in Beijing. We will work on the conceptual plans together, and the responsibility for the project will be given to whoever designs it better. In the future, project materials will also be shared with you, so that we can learn from each other," Lin Lou arranged.

Today, there are more and more projects in the firm, and it is obviously impossible for him to personally take care of each one. So, he plans to do the same as I.M. Pei, Tadao Ando, and others. Unless it is a particularly important project, all other projects will be conducted in this manner.

"Oh, by the way, you can start gathering information on sports architecture. In a few months, the host city for the 1990 Asian Games will be determined. Beijing has a great chance of winning, and I will strive to secure the design business for the Asian Games venues. If you are interested, you can also participate!" Lin Lou reminded.

"Nowadays, sports venues are undergoing a period of renewal and upgrade. For a long time to come, the construction of sports venues around the world will enter a peak period. If we can do this project well, we will have the opportunity to participate in the design bidding of sports venues worldwide in the future! Helping to design sports venues for the country may not be as profitable as helping to design airports in Latvia, but in the long run, it will definitely be very beneficial for the Linlou firm."

The reasons that Xu Wenbiao and his colleagues mentioned actually only account for a very small portion. Linlou knows that in the next thirty to forty years, in terms of the quantity of newly constructed buildings, no country in the world can compare to China.

Designing sports venues for the Asian Games can help establish the reputation of our own architectural firm domestically, and build good relationships with higher-ups, which will make it easier to take on large projects in the future.

"No problem! We will definitely work hard. We feel very honored to be able to do something for our motherland!" Because of the substantial salary, bonuses, and commissions from Lin Building, the employees of this firm are more patriotic than other people from Hong Kong. Upon hearing this, each of them expressed their positivity to Lin Building.

"This matter is also very beneficial for us to expand our performance in Hong Kong." Xu Wenbiao was very clear that Hong Kong's prominent business figures such as Mr. He had long hinted at their intention to donate sports facilities for the Asian Games. If their firm could secure the design task for the Asian Games sports facilities, even if it's not the one donated by Mr. He and the others, it would definitely leave an impression on them.

In this way, when they are planning future projects, they will definitely think of Lin Architecture Firm. Leaving other wealthy people aside, just Mr. Huo has taken on many projects on the mainland, all of which require the cooperation of an architecture firm.

After resting for a night, they took a flight back to the capital the next day. Lin Lóu gave them a few days off because they had spent quite a long time outside this time. They must miss their families, so he let them go back and reunite with their loved ones for now.

Yang Mo brought several cars to help them transport luggage to the hutong. This time, they also brought back a lot of foreign goods. Now, it's better, as everyone is living in the same alley, saving the need to travel back and forth. They simply unload the stuff at the gate of the courtyard and distribute it to each household.

"Oh, you're all back. Wensong, Wensong, come out and help with unloading!" Guo Yi just heard the commotion and came out into the yard, quickly calling for Jiang Wensong to help with the unloading.

"The bread maker is Teacher Lv's, and the Italian sofa belongs to Teacher Xu's family. Don't deliver them to the wrong place!" Linlou reminded as he helped to hand over the items from the car to the two of them.

All that they heard and saw filled Jiang Wensong and Guo Yigang with envy. Neither of their families even have a black and white television. They have to go next door to watch TV. But as for Lu Shaoping and the others, they even have a bread machine now! Nowadays, most people have probably never even heard of it, let alone used it.

"The oven is great, big enough. We can use it for gathering dinners in the future. When I learn how to bake, I'll make cakes and egg tarts for you all to enjoy!" said Jin Qiuxiang with a happy smile, looking at the large oven.

"The sofa is pretty good. It feels more comfortable than domestic ones. I wonder how they made it!" Xu Jiaping sat comfortably on the sofa even before removing the plastic wrap, it was purchased from Santino-Puccini furniture company which offered him a big discount.

"Hey, in the future, if we want to watch TV shows and movies from Hong Kong, just come to me. Oh, I also have American movies, but they're not translated, they're all in English." Li Qingxi was carrying a big box full of videotapes. It's just that I don't know if there are any "Rebellious Women of the Tang Dynasty" or "The Plum in the Golden Vase" in there. These things can't be watched together.

Look at the life they're living! It's truly enviable. Jiang Wensong and Guo Yi are eagerly watching the Riga Airport project led by Linlou. Why don't they bring us along? At this rate, it won't be long before we can also bring imported electrical appliances home like them, one carload after another, right?

When the goods are almost unloaded, Linlou patted the last two large boxes and said, "Yigang, Wensong, there are also two Philips televisions from the Netherlands for you. Take them back and have a look first. As for the payment, we'll discuss it after the commission is distributed."

This gave them a big surprise, and after a few hesitant refusals, they quickly accepted it, and then hurriedly promised to work hard in the future and not to let down Mr. Lin's kind intentions.

"You two don't need to worry. The airport project, covering more than 100,000 square meters, is very active. There will be plenty for you to keep busy with. And recently, we've also taken on a few projects in Hong Kong. If you have any ideas, you can give it a try. If you are selected, the project will be handed over to you!" Lin Lou encouraged.

That evening, Lin did not return to the courtyard near the school, but rested in a hutong, sleeping straight through until lunchtime. After washing away the fatigue of the journey, he felt refreshed and energized.

Yang Mo and I went to Li Qingxi's place next door for a meal, and then we came back to the courtyard. When we went inside, there were quite a few people waiting. Director Qiu and Vice Director Ouyang from the city court were there, as well as Qiao and Ma from the Nanjiang city court. Leaders from the Nanjing Institute of Technology, whom I had met during field visits across the country, were also present. In addition, there were a bunch of people I didn't know.

"Hello, Lin Lou, I am Huang Wanying, the vice president of Nanjiang University. Yunying should have mentioned me to you, right?"

"Haha, Xiaolou, here we meet again!" Each one greeted Linlou warmly. It looks like they had already obtained Linlou's schedule from different channels and came over promptly.

"Oh, Principal Huang, hello hello! Dean Qiu, hello, Dean Ouyang, hello, Engineer Qiao..." Lin Louguang is greeting everyone a bit absentmindedly. There are just too many people here!

Fortunately, the yard is spacious. Wen Xuan and others helped to invite everyone inside and served tea, snacks, melon seeds, and fruits. It was lively outside, but it suddenly quieted down inside.

Who here isn't astute? It's obvious that others must have the same idea as me. I'm planning to bring Lin to my unit. It's fine to discuss this privately, but it's not appropriate to talk about it in public.

"Oh, Xiaolou, it's quite lively here today!" Just as everyone was thinking about how to start the conversation, a burst of laughter came from outside the door, and Commissioner Wu and Academician Guan entered.

"Hello, Commissioner Wu!" Everyone stood up in unison to greet. In the room were either professionals from the architecture industry or individuals from the education sector. When facing a member of the academic committee from the architecture industry, no one could remain seated.

"Please, please, there's no need to be so polite. I just came to join in the fun," Commissioner Wu said, a little startled at the scene. If he had arrived a moment later, Lin Lou might have been poached by someone else.

So there was another shuffle of chairs, and everyone gave up their seats at the top for Member Wu, but no one dared to let this top figure in the domestic architecture field sit at the bottom.

After Commissioner Wu settled down, the scene quieted down again. Just as everyone was thinking about how to speak up and find an opportunity to chat privately with Lin Lou, Lin Lou spoke first, "Um, if I'm not mistaken, I probably understand the purpose of everyone's visit!"

"Hehe." Everyone looked a bit embarrassed. They all thought they had arrived early enough, but they didn't expect so many others to have come early as well.

"I'll just say it straight! I've made a decision about what to do after graduation!" It's easier to offend people by refusing them privately, so it's better to say it together in person.

"Xiaolou, the job assignment after graduation is a big deal. You can't rush into it. You should discuss it with your family. Besides, you still have a year, so there's no need to be so anxious." Hearing this, Huang Wanying became anxious. If a decision is made now, she definitely won't return to Nanjiang City."

Many people looked at Commissioner Wu at the same time. Could it be that you have already established a close relationship with Lin Lou by taking advantage of your proximity, and plan to keep him at the school ahead of time? You are not willing to give us any opportunity at all!

"Not one bit hurried, I had everything planned out from the moment I applied for my major. After graduation, I definitely want to continue working in design. I am quite happy with my current firm, and just got the opportunity to design the Riga International Airport in Latvia. It's not a project that can be completed in just one or two years."

Therefore, at least within the next five years, I will not be able to leave this law firm! So, I can only understand everyone's good intentions in my heart!" Lin Lou apologized to President Qiu, Vice President Ouyang, Qiao Gong, Ma Gong, and other personnel from the architectural design units.

"Now that the policy has been relaxed, I can also engage in teaching and research work at the school while doing architectural design. In this regard, I am quite familiar with Tsinghua University, and the teachers there have provided me with great help, and our cooperation is also very tacit. Therefore, if Commissioner Wu doesn't mind, I also want to continue staying at the school after graduation to learn from Commissioner Wu and all the other teachers." Now it's time to apologize to leaders from Huang Wanying and other schools such as Nanjing Institute of Technology.

"Haha, I am very enthusiastic about your decision to stay on campus! In fact, we have already discussed it at the meeting before. You can do your internship at the university during your senior year. If you have time, you can take on a course as well. When it comes to graduation and job allocation, I will apply with my superiors for your promotion directly to lecturer, and then in due time, we will strive for your promotion to associate professor and professor. With the articles you have published and the books you have written, acting as a lecturer now is more than appropriate."

Commissioner Wu was overjoyed. He originally thought he would have to argue his case, but he didn't expect that Lin would proactively express his views on the matter.

Teaching assistant is the lowest title for university faculty members. In principle, they cannot teach independently and can only assist lecturers or professors in teaching work. Newly graduated students entering universities generally hold this title.

In a college or university, a lecturer is a teacher who holds a rank lower than an associate professor and is able to independently teach one or more courses. In order to become an associate professor, one must have worked as a lecturer for at least five years before applying for that position.

So the best condition that Commissioner Wu can offer right now is the position of a lecturer. It's not that he is unwilling to appoint Associate Professor Lin or Professor Lin, it's just that the rules do not allow it.

"Ah!" a sigh was heard from the crowd.
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"Hehe, even though I can't work at your company, we can still continue to communicate and collaborate in the future!" Commissioner Wu comforted them with a sense of satisfaction. "For example, collaborating on architectural design, academic research topics, and giving lectures at other schools, are all still possible, right?"

He is not only the head of the architecture department at Tsinghua University, but also a member of the academic committee and a leading figure in the domestic architecture industry. He considers issues more comprehensively and hopes for faster development in the domestic architecture sector. Strengthening cooperation with these influential units will certainly play a role.

Furthermore, he has great expectations for the future of Lin Building, hoping that Lin Building can take over his responsibilities. In this way, increasing communication with institutions other than Tsinghua University would be beneficial. These individuals hold considerable influence in the selection of important positions within certain committees and even in the future selection of academician positions.

Start building a good relationship with them now. In the future, when it's their turn to handle these matters, they will naturally feel embarrassed not to vote for Linlou. Moreover, since Linlou has rejected them now, everyone is inevitably feeling a bit awkward. Bringing up these matters can to some extent ease the embarrassment. Commissioner Wu is afraid that Linlou may not understand, so he took the initiative to bring it up for him.

Sure enough, when these words were spoken, everyone's expressions visibly improved. Director Qiu sighed and said, "Ah, it's a bit difficult for our city hospital to take on foreign projects now. You might as well stay at your current firm. But I will remember what Commissioner Wu said. Xiao Lou, if you have time, go to the city hospital and give a lecture on the bidding process for this project."

"Yes, we still have too little understanding of the architecture industry abroad. If you have time, you can come to Nanjing to give us a lecture. We will cover the travel expenses!" the leaders of Nanjing Tech University continued.

"Xiaolou, remember to let me know in advance when you come back home in the future. You are also welcome to come to our South River University for some lectures!" After Huang Wanying finished speaking, she looked at Commissioner Wu and said, "Commissioner Wu, Xiaolou is a talent cultivated in our South River City. You're taking him away just like that. You should at least compensate us a little, shouldn't you?"

"Our university is about to establish a new architecture department. Everything else is sorted out, but we have a significant shortage of professors. Director Ji, the architecture department at South River Engineering Institute has produced many outstanding talents. Can you recommend some to me? I guarantee them the best conditions!"

It's impossible to go to Nanjiang University to visit Lalin Building now, but it wouldn't be right to make the trip for nothing, right? Wu and Director Ji are both here. The talents nurtured by these two institutions are definitely qualified to teach at Nanjiang University. If we could find some talents from them, that would be good too.

"Huang principal, are you planning to push this responsibility onto me? However, it is indeed a meaningful task to support the training of construction talents nationwide. I will ask around for you later! There might be too many, but one or two might have a chance!" The teaching quality of Nanjiang University is good, and Member Wu estimated that there should be graduates or young teachers willing to go.

"I'll also try to help you solve one or two, just like Commissioner Wu!" Director Ji from Nanjing Institute of Technology is also very interested in expanding the influence of his own school. If the talents cultivated by their school become the heads of architecture departments in other universities, it will also be very beneficial to their own school.

"That's settled then! I will come back to visit you again!" Huang Wanying quickly finalized the matter. With this, the talent issue that the Architecture Department of South River University needs to solve has been mostly resolved.

After she interrupted, the atmosphere on the scene eased a lot. Lin Lou arranged for someone to book the banquet while talking to them about his bidding process in Latvia. Everyone was very curious about this matter and listened very attentively.

"This approach may result in some waste of human and material resources, but it also strengthens competition among design units, which is beneficial for promoting the advancement of architectural design. It is worthy of our study!" Wu, the committee member, is very interested in the bidding model and has already started considering whether to promote this practice in China.

This remark has caught everyone's attention. After all, with the status and position of Commissioner Wu, it is quite possible for him to promote this matter. However, they are not afraid of the potential competition in the future. Their strength ranks relatively high in the domestic construction industry. Implementing this approach would definitely be more beneficial than detrimental for them, helping them secure more projects.

After chatting for a while, it was time for a meal. Lin Lou took them to have a meal before seeing them off. Before leaving, each of them shook hands with Lin Lou and made an appointment for the time of the speech.

Then, Member Wu took Linlou back to his office and started talking to him, "After graduation, you can work and continue to enhance your education at the same time. In the future, to be promoted to associate professor or professor, you will need the necessary qualifications. Usually, it will be similar to now, you don't need to attend classes full-time, just submit a paper every once in a while."

"I don't have time to teach students now. It seems like you get along well with Lao Guan. Why don't you study with Lao Guan?" Commissioner Wu was a bit regretful. He also wanted to take Linlou as his disciple, but he currently holds the positions of director of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, a member of the Academic Committee, and the principal person in charge of several city planning committees and multiple important architectural design projects. He is just too busy and doesn't want to take advantage of the situation, so he can only reluctantly give the opportunity to someone else.

Lin Lou readily agreed. Professor Guan was a future academician, and he couldn't be happier to be able to study for his master's or PhD under him.

"Regarding work, I see that you are qualified to teach in the fields of architectural drawing, architectural design, and architectural history. If it were up to me, I would want to assign all of them to you. However, it seems that you might not have the time, so choose one for yourself. When making next year's class schedule during summer break, I will arrange it for you!"

"Next year, I suggest that we add a new course - computer graphics design. Computer-aided design is definitely a major trend for the future. Harvard and Stanford in the United States have already started offering this course, but it seems that there are no similar courses in China yet. I think we can start with Tsinghua University!"

Lin Lou naturally wants to teach courses in architectural design, to convey more advanced architectural design concepts to students, but he lacks teaching experience and is afraid he won't teach well. Therefore, he plans to transition with a simpler subject first; computer drawing only requires computer operation, unlike architectural design, which is not as complicated.

Although OTech also has trainers, what they can teach are only some basic operations. Deeper knowledge needs to be explored by the users themselves. After so many years of using computer-aided design, Linlou's understanding is definitely deeper than theirs.

After teaching computer graphics for a period of time and accumulating enough experience, when the school has new staff who can take over the computer courses, he will then come back to teach students about architectural design knowledge.

"Sure! Actually, I also had this plan originally!" Earlier, Lin Lou and Lin Qiao donated a batch of computers and CAD software to the Department of Architecture. Chairman Wu also used them and is well aware of the importance of this technology.

"Our current computer inventory is not enough. I'll have my brother donate some more. We need to gather enough computers to set up a computer room. At the very minimum, we need two people for each computer so that we can practice and operate more efficiently." Lin Lou casually made another donation.

He has already achieved financial freedom now. Money is not a problem for him at all, so why not spend it on things he wants to do?

Member Wu hesitated for a while before being persuaded by Instructor Lin, "Don't worry, the department will definitely make practical use of these equipment in teaching activities. But when the time comes, aside from teaching students, you probably will need to help train the teachers as well. Since this technology is so important, it's not only the students who need to learn, but the teachers as well."

After returning home, Linlou called Linqiao and told him that he needed to use his name for something. Linqiao readily agreed, and then they chatted for a while about the current situation of Autodesk and Cisco, and shared their thoughts with each other.

Outec company is currently in a period of rapid development. With the funds raised from the IPO, they have been continuously expanding their business worldwide. They have already captured a large market share, leaving their competitors struggling to keep up. These competitors are currently barely holding on, and when Outec company launches their new version, it is estimated that they will be at their mercy.

Although Sisco Company is keeping a low profile at the moment, the research progress of Leonida Posak and Sandi Lenna is going very smoothly. With plenty of funding, they are able to purchase better equipment and recruit more talented individuals. They have already developed finished products that are ready for market entry and are currently conducting small-scale trials.

In a few years, the name of Cisco will shock the world. The future market value of this company will surpass that of Oracle, but its decline will be faster and less stable than Oracle's.

After finishing these tasks, Lin took a few days off to rest and talk with his roommates about their future directions. He has already found a job, but his roommates haven't settled yet, as they will be starting their internships after the summer break.

Yubingbing has graduated and become an English teacher at Agricultural University, not far from Tsinghua. They can still meet up every day. Lin invited her to have a meal at Maxim's and gave her a few gifts to celebrate her job resolution.

Today, Cui Jian happened to be there as well, and he performed a new song he had written. Although it is not as mature as his classic tracks such as "Nothing to My Name" and "The Stubborn Monk," it already has its own style.

Song Huaigui was very happy to see the two of them coming over and even waived their bill, as a way of thanking Linlou for successfully designing the new flagship store for Pierre Cardin Radfems.

"By the way, do you have any plans for the summer vacation?" Lin Lou asked after Song Huaigui left.

"Writing the graduation thesis was too exhausting. I'm going to take a few days off. Are you planning to go out for inspiration again? Do you want me to go with you?" Yu Bingbing asked.

"I do want to go out for a bit, but not to gather inspiration. It's for something else. You go back first and talk to your family, see if they agree. If they do, then get ready in advance, and we'll go together when the time comes!" Lin quietly murmured to Yu Bingbing.

Yu Bingbing looked pleasantly surprised, "Really? Can I go with you too?"

"Definitely no problem! Such an important matter definitely needs to be seen with my own eyes!" Linlou said with a smile.

"You will go home with me later, and talk to my parents by yourself! If you can convince them, I will go with you! This time we will be away for a long time, so Linlou must personally talk to his family."

"Okay, but I need to go back first. I can't go empty-handed, right? I prepared gifts for them in Latvia and Paris before, and this time I'll bring them along."

After dinner, Yang Mo sent them to the alley. Linlou brought a gift and visited Yu Bingbing's family again. Yu Bingbing's parents were very happy, but they were a little hesitant when they heard Linlou saying that he wanted to take Yu Bingbing out for so long.

The couple exchanged a glance, and Yong Yong's mother asked, "Xiaolou, you are a good child, and we are quite satisfied with you and Jishan. We also know about you and Bingbing. Although you still have a year to graduate, should we consider some things in advance?"

"Mom!" Upon hearing this, Yu Bingbing's face immediately flushed but he didn't object.

"It's not like I'm asking you to do it now, but it's normal for the two families to sit down and talk in advance, right?" Yu Jishan said, "One year is not too slow, and not too fast. If we start preparing now, by the time Linlou graduates, we can get everything done."

"This is to be expected! It's not very common to get married right after graduating, but it's not uncommon these days. Since both parties like each other, it's good to get married early."

"In a few days, I will go back and talk to my family, and ask them to come to Beijing," Lin Lou readily agreed. I guess Jiang Yunying will be happy to hear this news.

"Okay, I will help Bingbing with the formalities tomorrow," Yu Jiashan had also secretly inquired about the situation at Linlou's home, and was satisfied with the character of Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying. He figured that coming over was just a formality.

After two days, Lin organized a meeting for everyone to arrange the recent work, and then took Yubingbing back to his hometown. Since they were going to get married, they had to bring the new bride back to meet the family.

Sure enough, as soon as they saw Yu Bingbing, Jiang Yunying and Lin Shengbin were overjoyed. This young lady is beautiful, generous in her dealings, cultured, and comes from a good background. Where else can one find such a good daughter-in-law?

"Alright, you and Xiaolou can spend a few days in Nanjiang City, then go back to our hometown to visit grandpa and grandma. We'll get ready, and once you both are back, we'll head to Beijing!" What's there to hesitate about?

"Dad, mom, please take a few more days off and take care of the procedures that need to be done. After we meet Bingbing's parents, let's go to the United States together to watch the Olympics! Bingbing's mother will also go at that time!" Linlou said.
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"Go to the US to watch the Olympics?" Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying were both puzzled. It's not a common concept anymore. Nowadays, going abroad is either for study or for investigation. The idea of traveling abroad solely to watch sports competitions is a bit beyond their understanding.

Unlike in the past, at the beginning of the World Cup, even if the Chinese team did not qualify, there were still a lot of people buying tickets. The same goes for the Olympic Games, especially for those popular events where Chinese athletes have a chance to win gold medals, tickets are sold out as soon as they are available.

"Yes, this is the first official participation in the Olympics after our country's liberation. It's a rare opportunity to witness Chinese athletes winning the first gold medal at the Olympics. If we miss it this time, there may not be another chance!" Lin Lou has already booked the tickets for Xu Haifeng's competition, preparing to personally record this precious moment.

"After hearing you say that, I'm actually starting to want to go." Lin Shengbin was really tempted. Yeah, we're not lacking money now, so what's the harm in going to the United States for a few days? But there's still so much work at the office. It would be fine to take two or three days off to visit my father-in-law in Beijing, my mother-in-law is okay with it, but it wouldn't be appropriate to spend half a month going to the United States to watch the Olympics."

"The work at the office is too busy, and I can't get away. Your mother happens to be on summer vacation, so why don't you ask her to go and accompany Bingbing's mother?" Lin Shengbin could only regretfully give up this opportunity.

After persuading him for a few words, knowing that he really couldn't leave, Lin Lou had to give up. It's okay not to go this time. In the future, when the Olympics are held at our doorstep, our whole family will go and sit in the sports stadium I designed to watch the opening ceremony. The feeling won't be any worse than witnessing Xu Haifeng win China's first gold medal!

I spent two days with my parents in Nanjiang City, met some relatives and friends in the urban area, and then Linlou took Yubingbing back to Qianhu Village. Grandpa and grandma were even happier to see Yubingbing, and they served all kinds of delicious food.

The relatives in the village also came to see the novelty and to take a look at what kind of person the girl from the capital, whom Linlou married from the big city, was really like. Yu Bingbing's temperament and demeanor made everyone envy her, and many people used her to educate their own children to study hard, "You should study hard too, and in the future, like your cousin, go to Beijing to attend university and marry a pretty wife!"

Linglou also mentioned to his grandparents about going to the United States for a visit. The elderly couple didn't have much interest in going abroad, and considering their age and the potential toll of a long flight on their bodies, Linglou didn't press the matter. After spending a few days in their hometown, they returned to Nanjiang City.

Jiang Yunying has a good reputation at Nanjiang University, and with the school expecting Lin Lou to come back to give a speech, everything went smoothly with the procedures, and she was able to help get everything done in just a few days.

By the time Linlou returned, she had already packed up and was ready to leave with them. So the family of four took a plane to the capital city, where they met Mr. and Mrs. Yu at the airport.

Comrades Sheng Bin and Yun Ying, hello hello! I've been wanting to meet with you for a while, and today I finally get to see you! Both sides are very satisfied with the first meeting.

Yujichuan and his wife saw Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying speaking openly with no petty thoughts. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying thought that Yujichuan and his wife were kind and approachable, and believed that their children would definitely not be wronged in the future.

Upon returning to Beijing, their first meal was not eaten outside. Instead, they went directly to Yu Jishan's home. Bingbing and her mother cooked a meal for them, while Yu Jichuan chatted with Lin Shengbin in the living room.

There's really nothing much to discuss. Nowadays, marriage isn't as complicated as it used to be. The most important thing is just the house. With Lin's big courtyard house standing there, and several other courtyards empty in the alley, there's enough for a whole line of people to get married. Since the house isn't a problem, let's just discuss the timing.

After some discussion, it was decided that two events would be held in the summer after Lin's graduation. One would take place in the hometown village of Nanjiang City, and the other would be arranged in Beijing. Both sides did not want to disturb too many people, so they only planned to invite close colleagues, relatives, and friends.

The next day, they changed to eating at the courtyard in the hutong. This time, Jiang Yunying cooked and prepared an authentic dish of Haixi cuisine for everyone, using ingredients she had brought back from Nanjiang City. Yu Bingbing quite liked it and learned a lot from Jiang Yunying as well. It is estimated that before long, Linlou will be able to taste her handmade fish balls.

Then they met with close relatives and friends such as Linlou and Yubingbing, and the matter of Linlou and Yubingbing was confirmed, waiting for Linlou to graduate before registering for marriage and holding a wedding.

After finishing these tasks, Lin Shengbin returned to Nanjiang City to continue working. Linlou, on the other hand, took Yu Bingbing, Jiang Yunying, and Yu Bingbing's mother Fang Shuqin to the United States to watch the Olympics.

After a long flight, the flight landed at San Francisco Airport. After completing the procedures and coming out, Lin Qiao was already waiting outside. Upon seeing him, Fang Shuqin was also very happy. Holding his hand, she said to Jiang Yunying, "Your skill in educating children is truly admirable. Both children have such promising future."

"From what you've said, you've raised Bingbing so well that he is interested in my daughter Xiaolou. It seems like we've accumulated generations of good fortune." The two of them started showing off again, luckily there weren't many familiar faces around, or else they would be unbearable.

"Xiaoqiao, do you have a partner yet? Do you need Auntie to help introduce someone? I happen to know some great young people who are currently studying in the United States!"

Like all middle-aged women, Fang Shuqin is eager to play matchmaker when she sees promising young individuals.

"Thank you Auntie, but it's not necessary. I already have a girlfriend. She just went to buy some drinks for you guys and will be back soon," Lin Qiao said shyly.

Linlou had known about this matter early on, and Linqiao's girlfriend is also a mainland Chinese student studying abroad, majoring in the same field as him, which is computer science. She is not scheming and likes to delve into technology, which is quite suitable for him.

Before long, a girl named Yanmei Dan came over and greeted them somewhat shyly. This girl is from Shifang, Sichuan. She attended Sichuan University for her undergraduate studies and later received a scholarship from Harvard University. She has the typical straightforward and graceful qualities of a Sichuan girl. With just a few simple words, she made Jiang Yunying like her.

Both of the children's lifelong matters have been settled, making Jiang Yunying very happy. She held onto Dan Yanmei's hand and talked all the way, even inquiring about her parents' workplace. She was only preparing to return to the country, then quickly bring Lin Shengbin to Sichuan to pay their respects and discuss the wedding date.

After resting at the hotel for a night and adjusting to the time difference, Lin Lou and Lin Qiao originally planned to take them around, but Jiang Yunying and Fang Shuqin were still unwilling to go with them.

"You guys go ahead and do your thing, just have Xiao Qin show us around. Xiao Qin is a local guide that Lin Qiao helped us to find. Both Jiang Yunying and Fang Shuhua feel that these two young people rarely have the opportunity to relax and play, so they should enjoy themselves. They won't be able to have fun in front of us, so they might as well play separately."

It's so adorable to be able to understand parents of children. However, Linlou and Linqiao still spent a day with them, taking them to see the Golden Gate Bridge, strolling around Stanford campus, and then going to Fisherman's Wharf to eat seafood at night. They only went their separate ways the next day.

Lin took the time to attend a day-long meeting at Outec Corporation, where he had discussions with John Walker, Aval Green, and Mike Riedel about the company's future development direction. He also visited Cisco Corporation, where he had conversations about the future prospects of the company with the couple Leonard Posack and Sandi Lerner.

Then they rented a yacht and spent a whole day playing at sea with Yu Bingbing. They stayed in San Francisco until July 27th before rushing to Los Angeles, as the opening ceremony of the Olympics is scheduled for tomorrow.

At this time, Los Angeles is bustling with activity, and hotels of all sizes are already full. However, Lin Qiao and Lin Lou no longer need to compete for hotels. A business partner heard that Lin Qiao was bringing his family to Los Angeles to watch the Olympics, so he offered his villa in Beverly Hills.

When he entered, Lin saw Madonna. Later, he heard from the villa's butler that Madonna was living next door. On the way, there are several villas that look familiar. One is the future residence of the Beckhams, and the other is the dwelling of the widow.

It might be worth considering buying a villa here, the potential for future appreciation may not be as high as Beijing's quadrangle courtyard or Shanghai's old Western-style house, but it is still quite considerable.

I come here for vacation occasionally every year, trying to make an impression among the elite in Los Angeles. Maybe I can get some new projects. The Los Angeles Lakers are still playing at the Great Western Forum now. The construction of the Staples Center will not start until 1998. Maybe I should join in for the fun and secure this business in the future?

On the afternoon of July 28th, Lin Lou and others entered the main stadium of the Olympic Games, the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, which was built during the Great Depression for the 1932 Olympics.

After half a century, Los Angeles has once again welcomed the opportunity to host the Olympic Games, and the commemorative stadium has become the only stadium in the world to have hosted the Olympic Games twice.

The company, Atlantic Lechfeld Characteristics, has invested $5 million for renovation, replacing seats with armchairs, adding 175 exclusive boxes for use by national leaders, and laying a plastic track produced in Germany. After the renovation, the stadium can accommodate over 90,000 spectators and is one of the largest stadiums in the world.

In the center of the venue is a patch of green grass, flanked by elegant beige flooring on both ends. There are 90 entrances and exits and 74 revolving doors inside the venue. A large Olympic flame tower is installed on the eastern column gallery of the stadium, 45.72 meters above the ground. Above it, a color electronic scoreboard worth $160,000, measuring 9.1 meters in height and 14.6 meters in width, is installed.

Lin Lou's visit this time is not just to watch the competition. He also needs to collect information on the renovation and construction of sports venues, in preparation for the renovation and construction of the Asian Games venues. Fortunately, Lin Qiao is here, so he doesn't need to handle everything by himself. Now he can relax and enjoy the opening ceremony and the competition.

At 4:15 PM local time, the opening ceremony officially began. Nearly 100,000 brightly dressed spectators packed the stands, while in the sky above the venue, planes traced the emblem of the "Olympic five rings." The captivating performances, rich with American national characteristics, hosted by Hollywood's renowned director, Daryl Walpa, made the opening ceremony a stirring and spectacular artistic event.

Coincidentally, when Liu Changchun represented China for the first time at the Olympic Games, it was also at the Los Angeles Olympic Games. When the Chinese delegation appeared at the Olympic competition after a 52-year hiatus, the audience greeted them with warm applause. The return of the Chinese delegation to the Olympics caused a sensation, and this sensation was just the beginning.

The Lin brothers and Yu Bingbing and others stood up excitedly and applauded as they watched basketball player Wang Libin holding up the Five-Star Red Flag and entering the venue, followed by more than 200 Chinese athletes.

It is noticeable that Chinese athletes are a bit restrained in their first appearance in this kind of occasion, far from being as relaxed and natural as future generations.

Liu recognized several familiar faces among the athletes. The current world high jump record is held by Zhu Jianhua, who won a bronze medal in this competition. Wang Yifu, a shooting athlete who has participated in multiple Olympic Games, was also present. Li Ning, the prince of gymnastics, and Luo Yun, the prince of vaulting, as well as Zhou Jihong, a key figure in the future Chinese diving team, and the girls from the Chinese women's volleyball team, all won gold medals in this competition.

But the most attention from the Linlou is still on Xu Haifeng. After all, he is the first Chinese athlete to win a gold medal at the Olympic Games.

When the American team finally came out, Lin stared with wide eyes for a long time, but could not pick out Carl Lewis from the group of black athletes. He was the shining star of this Olympics, winning four gold medals in the 100m, 200m, long jump, and 4x100m relay. He then went on to compete in multiple Olympics and won a total of nine gold medals.

The next day, Lin Lou led the group to move to the LAPD shooting range in Los Angeles. The 23rd Olympic Games Men's 50m 60-round slow shooting competition began, with 56 outstanding athletes from 38 countries lined up in formation, and the competition officially started.

The competition entered its final round. After the first five shots, Xu Haifeng was leading all the way, but he encountered problems with the sixth and seventh shots. Xu Haifeng sat down to adjust his mindset, and this adjustment took half an hour.

When he stood up again, his main opponent Scannach had already completed the competition with a good score of 565 rings, and his teammate Wang Yifu followed closely with 564 rings.

At the tenth ring, the ninth ring, with only one bullet left, the whole audience holds their breath. If Xu Haifeng hits the tenth ring, he will win the championship. Can he do it?

Lin bridge stood up, and Yu Bingbing's lips were pale with nervousness. Jiang Yunying and Fang Shuqin were holding each other's hands, trembling slightly. Lin Lou was also excited, but still managed to control herself and aimed the camera at Xu Haifeng!

Bang, the final bullet was shot, bullseye!

Click click, Lin quickly pressed the shutter button, and the gold medal is in hand!
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After the competition ended, a little incident happened. Xu Haifeng and Wang Yifu were still waiting to go on stage to receive their award, and ended up waiting for over half an hour.

Originally, the shooting competition officials estimated that Chinese athletes might achieve good results, but their estimation was not sufficient as they only prepared one national flag. Who would have thought that both Xu Haifeng and Wang Yifu won awards? The Olympic Charter stipulates that the top 3 must raise the national flag, which meant they were short of a Chinese flag. The organizing committee had to send someone to borrow one, which was only delivered half an hour later.

The organizing committee was not well prepared, and the Chinese team was the same. Xu Haifeng did not expect to become the first gold medalist of this Olympics, so he did not prepare to receive the award, and had to hastily borrow clothes from other teammates to go on stage.

Then, the President of the International Olympic Committee, Samaranch, personally presented the gold medal to Xu Haifeng. This was also the first gold medal awarded to an Olympic athlete by Samaranch after he was elected as the President of the International Olympic Committee.

The shooting competition seems a bit dull to watch, but gymnastics and women's volleyball are much more exciting. Over the next few days, Lin Lou took his family to shuttle between various venues, witnessing the victories of athletes such as Li Ning, Lou Yun, and the Chinese women's volleyball team, and capturing precious photos along the way.

Until the end of the closing ceremony, they finally ended their journey in the United States and returned to China. Through this trip, the two families deepened their relationship. Fang Shuqin and Jiang Yunying had become best friends, and the marriage arrangements went even more smoothly.

Lin Qiao and the others returned together, but did not stay in Beijing for long. Instead, they went to Sichuan with Dan Yanmei. He also had to go and visit his father and mother-in-law. If nothing unexpected happens, they will be able to have their wedding around the Chinese New Year. Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing have already set their wedding for next summer vacation. After all, we cannot let the older brother have his wedding after his younger brother, right?

This time, there will definitely be a wedding held in both Shifang City and Nanjiang City. By then, Linlou will probably have to go to Sichuan with family to help Linqiao.

"Mom, I've been away for so long and I've fallen behind on a lot of work. I'm afraid I won't have time to come back this summer. Take care of yourselves at home, both you and dad," Lin Luo reminded before leaving.

"I and your dad are not elderly, and we are in good health! Besides, even if there is something, we have the unit to help. You don't need to worry, just focus on your work, take good care of Bingbing, visit Bingbing's home regularly. Now, I am just waiting for you two to get married next year!" Jiang Yunying now likes Yu Bingbing more and more as she looks at her.

"Ah, I know. Don't worry! I've also developed the photos. Take them back for Dad to see, so he can envy you as well." Lin Lou handed a thick envelope to Jiang Yunying. Inside were photos he had taken in the United States, including pictures from their sightseeing trips and shots of Chinese athletes winning championships.

After returning, buy a photo album and carefully store them. In several years, this will be a precious historical record and a wonderful memory for both families.

After seeing off Jiang Yunying, Linlou returned to the quadrangle and began to inspect their work. Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, Jin Qiuxiang, Lin Mita, and others under his command had undergone several rounds of training. Although Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong had only recently arrived, their foundations were solid and they were able to learn diligently, so the work was completed quite well.

After the inspection, some issues were raised and direction for modification was given. Everyone continued to work overtime to make the modifications, and finally completed them before Lin's trip to Paris for the meeting.

This time, a few employees were changed to attend the meeting in Paris. Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong were among them, and they were immediately excited. They had only been in the new unit for a short time, and already had the opportunity to go abroad, to Paris no less? If this had been at the original unit, they probably would have given up their house for such an opportunity, as long as someone else was willing to take it.

"You have done a lot of work recently. Once the initial plan is approved and we receive the second installment of the design fee, you will definitely receive your commission and bonus! For now, I'll advance you a little bit of money. Buy whatever you want when you get to Paris!" Before leaving, Linlou also gave them a sum of money, so they wouldn't have to go to Paris empty-handed.

"Thank you, Lin. Thank you, Lin!" Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong took the money and couldn't help but feel grateful. It seems like they made the right decision to leave their previous unit. After two years, they should stop thinking about applying for unpaid leave and just leave the original unit completely.

Go to Hong Kong and join Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian, then arrive in Paris together, continue to stay at the hotel where we stayed last time, and then go to the architectural firm in Alsace for a meeting, discuss for a few days and complete the final modification of the preliminary plan. Then the two of them will take the team to Latvia to report to Solt-Kadah.

Such a large project is definitely impossible to pass at once. Therefore, Solt-Kadar, Gerg-Walga, and Banabas-Prishkin have also put forward some opinions. However, these are all minor issues in terms of details, and there has been no change in the overall direction. They are still very satisfied with the initial plan proposed by Linlou.

"So, let's end the discussion here for now! Next month, we can come back to discuss the revised plan. Shouldn't that be enough time?" asked Solt-Cadar.

"No problem, we will definitely finish the modification ahead of time! The time frame is very relaxed, so I don't think we need to stay up late or work overtime to complete the task on schedule."

After returning to the hotel, Linlou and Alfonso asked for a meeting room from the hotel and held an internal meeting for another day. Based on the performances of both sides before, the tasks were reassigned.

After the equal distribution was completed, Alphons became even more depressed. The employees under Linlou were making progress too quickly. He had originally hoped to split the project profits with Linlou in a 60/40 ratio, but at this rate, even hoping for a 70/30 split might be unrealistic.

Fortunately, Linlou did not have the intention of relocating the agency from Beijing to Europe. Alphons still maintains a certain advantage in on-site work, otherwise, an eight to two ratio would not be impossible.

Arranged the work properly and set a time for the next meeting. Lin stayed in Dumu City for a day. He let the employees who came to Dumu City for the first time, including Guo Yigang, Jiang Wensong, and Jin Qiuxiang, to explore the city area for a day, get familiar with the local environment, and then flew back directly from Dumu City.

When I came back, it was time for the new semester to start. This time, my dorm mates and I gathered together again, and we truly experienced the same feelings as the graduating students from other departments did last year.

"Time flies!" Wenxuan sighed once again, "Just last year we were watching others rushing for graduation, and now it's our turn to intern at the company and work on our graduation project. This year is really keeping us busy!"

"I don't know which unit we will be assigned to for our internship, will it be a design unit or a construction unit? But according to the arrangement of the previous senior brothers and sisters, it seems that we need to go to both types of units, right? Tsinghua pays a lot of attention to practical experience, as architects, we must have a thorough understanding of both design and construction."

"There's nothing much to going to the construction site. We don't have to carry bricks and build walls every day. Besides, the internship allowance we receive on site is higher compared to sitting in the office. The situation is about the same every year, so everyone basically has an idea in their hearts."

"There is a difference between good and bad firms. You can learn different things by going to a large architectural firm or a small design firm. But for them, it's not a problem. Since the first year of university, they have been participating in various projects with Lin, so in terms of experience, not only can they compete with students in the same level in the architecture department, but also with those young architects who have just joined a firm for a few years."

"I think the graduation project is still important. As long as we can do the graduation project well, coupled with our usual exam results not being worse than others, those big design units will definitely vie for us!"

Students in the architecture department decide whether to do a graduation design or write a thesis based on their chosen direction. Those focusing on theoretical research, such as architectural history and architectural concepts, naturally write a thesis. As for those planning to continue with architectural design in the future, they need to present a graduation design.

With the guidance of the teacher, they choose a direction, which can be residential or public buildings, and then present the design proposal for the project, submit it for teacher review, and after passing the defense, they can obtain their diploma and degree certificate.

It is worth mentioning that many students in other architecture departments obtain a Bachelor of Engineering degree, while students in the architecture department at Tsinghua University receive a Bachelor of Architecture degree. This may not seem like a big difference to outsiders, but it is significant in the eyes of industry professionals.

Only universities that have passed the architectural evaluation can confer a bachelor's degree in architecture. Other schools can only confer a bachelor's degree in engineering. Obtaining a bachelor's degree in architecture proves that the graduate's institution has a deeper and more professional accumulation in the field of architecture. Students trained in such institutions are definitely stronger than those from other schools.

Soon after the start of the semester, they began to intern at various units. As their roommates usually had good grades, most of them were assigned to fairly good units. Although these were not the units they would be allocated to after graduation, it was still a good start. Perhaps by the time of distribution, these units would actively seek personnel.

They went for an internship, and Linlou also started his own job, serving as a teacher for the newly opened computer design course in the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University, and began teaching with the help of Academician Guan.

He hasn't officially graduated yet, so he definitely can't be promoted directly to lecturer. He can only assist professors in teaching students. However, the academician only made an appearance in the classroom on the first day of the course, leaving the rest of the teaching to Lin Building without interfering with his teaching work.

Arriving at the newly arranged computer room, Lin opened the computer and first explained the principles and history of computer-aided design, before demonstrating the practical operations to them.

The students in the audience did not look down on Lin Lou due to his youth. They were all senior students who had been at Tsinghua University for over three years, and had heard various stories about Lin Lou for the same amount of time. Lin Lou had almost become an idol in their hearts, and now that the idol had come to teach them in person, each one of them naturally took it very seriously.

Attend classes while continuing to handle the affairs of the office. Hang out with Yu Bingbing over the weekend and spend the whole day together. Visit his house in the evening, chat with Yu Jishan and Fang Shuqin.

Time flies by without anyone noticing, and soon it was late September. In Tsinghua University, life carried on as usual, with no significant changes within the departments. However, within the Asian Games Application Committee, tensions were rising as the decision on the host city for the 1990 Asian Games was nearing its finalization.

If Beijing could secure the hosting qualification for the 1990 Asian Games, it would naturally be a very happy thing. Their previous work could be considered not in vain. Then they can start to continue the work step by step according to the previous discussions. However, if they fail to secure the qualification, it means that all the previous busyness was in vain.

On September 28th, just two days away from the 35th National Day, the streets of Beijing have already changed their appearance, creating a festive atmosphere as the holiday approaches.

But in the meeting room of the Asian Games application committee, the atmosphere is unusually tense, as the Olympic Council of Asia is meeting in Seoul, South Korea at this time, to vote on the ownership of the 1990 Asian Games. The final result of the vote will determine whether the hosting rights for the Asian Games can be obtained or not.

"Our performance in this Olympics is impressive, winning fifteen gold medals and ultimately ranking fourth in the gold medal standings. The members of the Asian Olympic Council will definitely support us when they see this!" Some people noticed the tense atmosphere and wanted to lighten the mood.

"The thing is, but..." the other person wanted to say something, like not underestimating Japan's major competitor, Hiroshima, but thought better of it. If something unexpected happened in the end, everyone would definitely blame him, right?

So the scene fell silent again, and everyone eagerly watched the phone on the small table next to the conference room door. Unlike when China won the right to host the Beijing Olympics in the future, there was no live television broadcast at the moment. They could only wait for the results to come out before quickly calling to inform them.

I don't know how long we have been waiting. Finally, the phone rang. With a loud sound, everyone in the meeting room stood up and looked at the phone together. A leader quickly rushed forward, picked up the phone eagerly and asked, "How's it going? Have we succeeded?"

After listening to a few sentences, a smile appeared on the leader's face, and he loudly conveyed the good news to them, "43 to 22! We won! The hosting rights of the 1990 Asian Games belong to Beijing!"

"Long live Beijing! Long live China!" Instantly, cheers rang out, almost shattering the windows.

Lin Lou clapped his hands, while also thinking to himself, "It's time to put the design work for the Asian Games venues on the agenda, right?"

Thank you for the support and recognition from Wudaobutong and Longzhan.
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"Comrades, obtaining the hosting rights for the Asian Games is a manifestation of the increasing national strength and enhanced international influence of our country, and it is an important achievement of reform and opening up..." As the celebration concluded, the leader delivered an impassioned speech, elucidating the significance of obtaining the hosting rights for the Asian Games. The members of the bidding committee seated below were all smiles, relieved that their efforts during this period had not been in vain.

After a round of applause, the leader continued, "However, winning the right to host the Asian Games is just the first step. We have a lot of work to do next. This year is 1984, and we have less than six years before officially hosting the Asian Games. Six years may sound like a long time, but in reality, it passes quickly!"

"It is not a simple task to complete the design, construction, and renovation of competition venues and supporting facilities within six years, as well as to make large-scale adjustments to the city of Beijing to meet the needs of hosting the Asian Games. We need everyone to unite and work together to achieve this!"

"According to the plan, the Beijing Asian Games Organizing Committee will not be established until next year. However, before that, the work that needs to be done is still important. The most important issue is the venue construction that we have discussed many times before. Everyone should make full use of the time and start the work once they go back."

"This time, whether it's architectural design, construction, or the procurement and selection of supporting equipment, the methods need to change. We won't just directly assign a specific unit to complete the work as before. Instead, we will adopt a competitive bidding process. With more competition, everyone will have the motivation to produce higher quality work results!"

"This point has also been mentioned to all of us by Comrade Linlou before!" When saying this, the leader glanced at Linlou. After returning from Latvia, he was invited by the Asian Games bidding committee to give a special presentation to everyone, detailing his experience in bidding for the capital airport project in Latvia.

"So as long as the unit or even individuals have the capability, they can participate in the bidding for these projects. Later, we will provide detailed bidding plans! Please choose the projects that are suitable for your unit and participate! Then the expert group will give scores and select the best plan and unit to be responsible for the design and construction of the respective project."

The reform in the construction industry has also led to changes in the way Asian Games-related construction work is carried out. In addition, after witnessing the sports facilities of Americans at the just-concluded Olympic Games, several main leaders responsible for the Asian Games have realized that continuing to use the old way of working is no longer appropriate, and changes must be made.

There were mixed feelings in the audience about their decision. The outstanding units felt happy as they could secure more projects, while the ones with less outstanding performance started to worry. They were anxious that they might not be able to secure any projects and their unit's income would decrease. Not to mention, their reputation would also be tarnished.

Let's figure out a way to have the company recruit some people from other places to handle the bidding for these projects. Although there are many employees in our unit, there are not many capable ones. We will have to find a way to recruit people from other provinces and cities when necessary. We need to overcome the current hurdle first.

"Xiao Lin, let's find a place to talk."

"Lin, do you have some time? A few of us would like to have a chat with you!" Just as the meeting ended, several groups of people stopped Lin at the door at the same time.

"No problem, in fact, I also want to chat with everyone." Lin Lou understood in his heart, already guessed their purpose. As for construction and equipment, let's put that aside for now. There are a lot of representatives in the field of architectural design attending this meeting. Therefore, choosing a project bidding has become a very complicated matter.

According to the results of the previous meeting, there are over ten new projects needed for this Asian Games, as well as over ten projects that need renovations. In addition, there are other supporting buildings such as the Asian Games Village and the television broadcasting center. Altogether, there are dozens of small and large projects, which seems quite a lot.

Competition can be equally fierce, although the bidding proposal and list of participating units have not yet been released. However, one can guess that the number of these units will only be more than less compared to the project.

After all, this is the first time China has hosted the Asian Games. Winning a project would greatly benefit the reputation and political influence of our unit. Therefore, any unit with the strength will definitely participate.

In this situation, it is essential to carry out preliminary communication work. Otherwise, everyone will rush into the same project, and in the end, it will only lead to heavy losses.

So everyone definitely needs to have a private discussion, try to avoid excessive competition, and first negotiate with several of the most powerful design firms. For example, if you have your eye on the swimming pool, I'll give you some face and step back, not participating in the bidding for this project. But when I go to bid for the shooting range, you can't get involved.

In this way, although it is not possible to completely surpass other design units, at least it will not be a fruitless endeavor, and more or less, we can also secure a few projects.

After having been in this meeting for so long, everyone has a clear understanding of the strength of that unit and the architect. Although Lin is young, he previously designed the Holy Drum Stadium in Uru, and he has rich experience and extremely advanced concepts in the field of sports architecture design. No one wants to compete with him for the same project, so we must discuss it with him for sure.

The group didn't go far and found a nearby restaurant to sit down and discuss. Xiong Ming and Ouyang Can spoke first, "Xiaolou, we need your help with the renovation work at Gongti. The many suggestions you gave us before were very pertinent. We wouldn't feel confident about this project without your involvement."

No one spoke, and although there hasn't been an official document yet, the Workers' Stadium has been basically confirmed as the main stadium for the 1990 Asian Games.

To meet the needs of hosting opening and closing ceremonies as well as large-scale events, a standard stadium capable of accommodating over 80,000 people is required. Among the existing stadiums in Beijing, there is no better option than the Workers' Stadium. Of course, a new stadium could also be built, but the cost of constructing such a stadium is not low. At present, the country does not have the strength to do so and can only renovate the Workers' Stadium.

And now, Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming, who were in charge of the initial design of the Worker's Stadium, are still around. They are the most familiar with the Worker's Stadium, and as long as they are willing to participate in the bidding, no one can compete with them. So even though everyone feels a bit regretful, no one has come forward to say that they also want to participate in the bidding for this project.

"The few proposals that Xiaolou mentioned in the meeting earlier are indeed good, and as the main stadium for the Asian Games, the Workers' Stadium holds significant meaning. Since Teacher Ouyang and Worker Xiong have this idea, Xiaolou, you shouldn't refuse, right? It's so honorable to contribute to the main stadium. I think Teacher Ouyang and Worker Xiong might not even need me!" Someone said with a smile.

This statement has elicited unanimous agreement from everyone. On the one hand, as Chinese people, we definitely hope that when our country hosts the Asian Games, it can present the best sports venues within its capabilities. The addition of the 林楼 will definitely improve the Workers Stadium and not embarrass the Chinese people.

On the other hand, they are most wary of Linlou's strength. If he were to join the bidding, they wouldn't even know how many projects their own unit would have left in the end. Now let him help Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming with the renovation of the Workers' Stadium. Surely, he won't have the energy to simultaneously participate in multiple project bids.

Why not take the opportunity to eliminate a strong competitor in advance, thus reducing the pressure of participating in the bidding process for your own unit?

"Thank you two teachers for not giving up on me and allowing me to participate in this project. I am very happy," Lin Lou also readily agreed. He had previously gone to the Workers Stadium several times with Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming for on-site inspections. In later years, he also went to the Workers Stadium to watch games and concerts, and already has a fairly comprehensive idea of how to proceed with the transformation.

"Okay, do you have time tomorrow? Then let's go to the Worker's Stadium as before, and exchange our thoughts in person." Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming didn't say anything else after sorting out this matter.

With their energy, it is already impressive that they are able to complete the renovation work of the Workers Stadium. They really don't have the extra energy to participate in bidding for other projects anymore.

Representatives from several major construction units, including the municipal court and the Ministry of Construction's design institute, talked around in circles for a while. Finally, someone broached the topic, "Our units are all equally capable. If we all rush to grab the most important projects, we will definitely suffer heavy losses. In my opinion, it's better for everyone to sit down and come up with a solution that is acceptable to all."

"This makes sense. Our city's institute is ready to participate in the bidding for the main sports stadium, and then we can also take on a few smaller projects such as a swimming pool and a shooting range!" Director Qiu made a bold proposal.

"Hehe, what a coincidence, our institute also has its eye on these projects, and we have already organized several conceptual plans. Lao Qiu, why don't you do me a favor and give me the main stadium? As long as you agree, I won't compete with you for the swimming pool and shooting range!" Huo Jia, the director of the Institute of the Ministry of Construction, was not happy. What are we going to do if you take away all the good projects?"

"Director Huo, it's not just your team that has prepared in advance. Our department has also organized manpower, so we will definitely participate in the bidding as well," the representative from the Chinese Institute of Architectural Design and Research added.

When they made the proposal, several other units also expressed their interest one after another. No one is willing to give up bidding for the main stadium because the main stadium can only be renovated. Among all the new projects, the main stadium, which will be the future Olympic Sports Center, is the most eye-catching. None of the units want to miss this opportunity.

Even if we ultimately cannot succeed, we must still participate, because this is a matter of attitude. Whether we can achieve it is one thing, whether we dare to participate is another. If you don't even dare to participate, how will the leadership view you? In the future, when there are significant projects, your unit probably won't be considered.

Therefore, they would rather expend a significant amount of effort to ultimately win the bid. These large architectural design firms are also determined to retain their qualifications to participate in the bidding for the main sports arena, and no one is willing to back down.

"Xiaolou, are you also thinking of competing for this project? In my opinion, you already have such a large airport project at hand, and you also need to help Teacher Ouyang and Worker Xiong with the renovation plan for the sports stadium. You are already busy enough, so you don't need to get involved in this project, right?" Dean Qiu became anxious as soon as he saw Linlou's eager attitude.

The Institute of Architectural Design of the Ministry of Construction or the China Academy of Building Research, President Qiu knows very well their capabilities. It may not be impossible to win if the local institute is well prepared, but if Lin wants to participate, he will have no confidence in his heart. This guy has always played by his own rules. If he comes up with a top-notch plan, all the effort will be in vain.

"I also want to contribute to the Asian Games. I definitely have to give it a try!" Linlou said with a smile. He was still thinking about the 2008 Olympic Games main stadium. How could he not participate in this bid?

As for what President Qiu just said, it's not a problem at all. The likes of Ieoh Ming Pei, Zaha Hadid, Norman Foster, and Tadao Ando, these masters all have more than a dozen or even dozens of projects going on simultaneously around the world. How many projects does Lin have in hand right now? Just a few. He's barely keeping up. If he can't handle it, just continue recruiting people.

Regardless of whether it's in Hong Kong or Beijing, many people try to use various connections to try and work at Linlou’s law firm. Especially after they won the international airport project in the capital of Latvia, there have been many people coming to the door to offer their services, especially after Li Qingxi and Guo Yigang brought back imported furniture and appliances.

"If that's the case, then let's forget about the main stadium and let everyone compete for it on their own abilities! But we can't continue like this with the other venues, right? Everyone should honestly express their opinions first, and then we can discuss it slowly. The main stadium may be tricky, but you guys won't all rush for the swimming pool and shooting range, will you?"

"Xiaolou, let's start with you first!" Dean Qiu pointed to the name of Linlou. He had already made up his mind that, except for the main gymnasium, he wouldn't interfere with any project that Linlou decided to participate in.

"I am only planning to participate in the bidding for the main sports arena project!" Lin Lou's words relieved everyone, and now they can confidently participate in bidding for other projects.

However, before they could be happy for too long, Lin Lou added, "In my opinion, the main stadium, the surrounding sports fields, swimming pool, hockey field, and comprehensive business building should be considered as a whole. Designing individual projects and piecing them together would definitely not be suitable; they must be arranged in a unified manner. Therefore, this should be the same project!"

What? Are you still planning to cover it all?
Chapter 450 Sports Complex

The crowd exploded when they heard this. Originally, they thought highly of your abilities and were willing to compromise on most venues, except for the main stadium, but now Lin is being unreasonable by trying to take control of the entire area surrounding the main stadium. This is too much!

According to the Beijing urban planning scheme and previous discussions, the area within the North Third Ring Road is the largest sports construction site in Beijing. In addition to building the main stadium, there are also arrangements for facilities such as sports fields, swimming pools, hockey fields, and integrated business buildings around it. If you want to secure all of them, there won't be many projects left.

"Xiao Lin, isn't this a bit too much? Can you handle all these projects by yourself? It's good to have ideas, but don't be too greedy. If you can't finish the designs on time, it will be a big problem. Can you handle this responsibility?" Director Huo said dissatisfied, even changing the way he addressed Xiao Lin.

"Yes, there are quite a few projects, big and small. Each one could keep you busy for quite a while. You definitely won't be able to finish them all! In my opinion, you should just choose one or two. As long as you pick, our hospital won't compete for these projects!" Director Qiu's attitude is a little better, but the meaning is still the same.

"This time we are using a bidding process to determine the project. If I am unable to complete it on time, I will be eliminated from the bidding process. How could I afford to delay the project!" Lin Lou retorted, "It's not like the project will be directly handed over to me for design. If I can't produce the drawings on time, it will delay the construction."

If I can't come up with a satisfactory plan for the expert team at that time, they will naturally choose the plan of another design unit, and then the project will be built according to their plan. If I can come up with a plan and obtain the approval of the expert team, then there will be no problem, and they will choose to use my plan.

Whether I succeed or not, it won't affect the construction speed of the Asian Games venues, so what reason do you have to stop me from bidding? As soon as this was said, everyone was at a loss for words.

"The human energy is ultimately limited. You already have several projects on hand, as well as large projects such as the Riga Capital Airport. You also need to help Teacher Ouyang and Worker Xiong with the renovation plan of the Workers' Stadium. Now you want to participate in the bidding for so many projects. Even if you can come up with proposals, it may not be your best level, right?" Dean Qiu persuaded from a different perspective.

"This is how I see it. These several projects are all on the same site. If each person designs one, it's easy to have differences in style and function, and one plus one may end up being less than two. If I do it myself, I will not only consider the issue of individual buildings, but also design according to a unified style. At the same time, I can also make unified planning for supporting facilities such as pedestrian walkways, water and electricity pipelines!" Lin explained.

"In this way, not only the architectural style has uniformity, but also a lot of construction costs can be saved, thereby achieving a greater than the sum of its parts effect." He is not being greedy, but is seriously considering this issue.

"There is a new architectural model in foreign countries called urban complex, written in English as 'complex'. It is based on a group of buildings, integrating five core functions including commercial retail, business offices, hotel dining, apartment residence, and comprehensive entertainment into a 'city within a city'. For example, the La Défense district in Paris and Manhattan in New York belong to this model."

The urban complex in the modern Chinese era is more commonly known by the acronym HOPSCA, which stands for Hotel, Office, Park, Shopping Mall, Convention, Apartment.

Everyone is feeling a bit confused. Talking about urban complexes in China in the 1980s seems a bit too far-fetched. China's urban development hadn't reached that stage yet. So, someone asked, "What does this have to do with the projects we are currently working on? And what does Radburn and Manhattan have to do with sports venues?"

"The advantage of urban complexes lies in the convenience, speed, economy, and integration of various functions in a comprehensive space, allowing for efficient living and working. In future generations, urban complexes can be found everywhere, typically in cities with larger scale, population, and higher economic levels."

"Furthermore, with the advancement of urbanization, various themed urban complexes continue to emerge. For example, Disneyland in the United States can be seen as an urban complex centered around an amusement park; Roppongi in Tokyo can be viewed as an urban complex centered around commerce; and Central in Hong Kong can be considered as an urban complex centered around finance..."

"The area within the northern third ring road occupies a large land area and encompasses a wide variety of sports venues. It is naturally suitable for constructing a city complex centered around sports activities. In addition to meeting the needs of the Asian Games, it can also provide Beijing residents with a living center that includes various functions such as sports, leisure, entertainment, and shopping."

There are many of this type of building clusters in the future, such as the vibrant Los Angeles L.A. LIVE in the United States. The project covers an area of about 370,000 square meters, with a total aboveground construction area of 520,257 square meters. It is a comprehensive entertainment area integrating office, hotel, dining, shopping, and entertainment, with a total investment of about 2.5 billion US dollars.

The overall area consists of 6 blocks, housing the Staples Center, Nokia Center, Los Angeles Convention Center, Grammy Museum, as well as 19 restaurants, over 1000 hotel rooms, and 224 luxury apartments.

The Staples Center is the core of the overall project plan. It is home to the well-known NBA teams Los Angeles Lakers and Clippers, as well as the WNBA team Los Angeles Sparks, the NBA Development League team Los Angeles Defenders, the NHL team Los Angeles Kings, and the AFL team Los Angeles Avengers.

From the perspective of the venue, the presence of multiple teams increases the utilization rate of the venue. From the perspective of the teams, playing in well-known venues showcases commercial value. From the perspective of the fans, enjoying professional services naturally makes them linger. From the perspective of sponsors, the overlap exposure of multiple teams naturally results in enhanced effectiveness.

In addition, with the cultural and entertainment accumulation in Los Angeles, the United States' television Emmy Awards, Grammy Awards, and red carpet premieres are all held here, making the vibrant city of Los Angeles a world-renowned cultural and sports center.

Another major metropolis in the United States, New York, has not let Los Angeles outshine it. They have built the American Dream Center in the heart of the New York metropolitan area.

Here you will find North America's largest fully indoor Dream Factory water park, amusement park, 12-story indoor skiing and ice skating park, 1500-seat live performance theater, 86.868-meter high Ferris wheel, Cinemex luxury cinema, 6000-square-meter aquarium and LEGO Discovery Center, ice hockey rink the size of a national hockey league venue, 18-hole miniature golf course, over 40,000 square meters of luxury fashion area and 15 full-service restaurants.

National Hockey League standard ice rink size, open year-round, including recreational activities, hockey programs, touring performances and exhibitions, professional figure skating courses, team building projects, birthday parties and other services, providing New York citizens with a great destination.

Japan has built the "Mori no Miya Q's Mall" in the bustling area of Osaka City, which is a comprehensive sports-themed shopping center that combines shopping, sports, and leisure activities.

China has built the World Sports Center in the Pudong Expo Park in Shanghai, which includes high-level fencing hall, swimming pool, basketball hall, aerial cycling track, sports dance training center, comprehensive gym, multi-functional hall and many other sports facilities and functional designs.

In addition to diverse basic hardware conditions, the biggest feature of the Wanguo Sports Center is the comprehensive driving of multi-category sports training and fitness projects through the V3 (fencing, swimming, cycling) program.

In later generations, Beijing also has similar projects. Huaxi Group relies on the resources of Wukesong Sports Arena to build a new urban destination with a cultural and sports center. With Wukesong Sports Arena as its core, it integrates culture, sports, dining, entertainment, education, and art to form a new commercial center.

In addition, there are also the Singapore Sports Hub, Singapore Downtown East, Balidao Taroko Grass Track Shopping Center themed with cars and kart tracks, the UAE's Mall of the Emirates with the world's largest ski resort, and Durban Gateway Shopping Center which brings surfing indoors, among other famous sports city complex projects.

These projects and the business model of the Olympic Sports Center are different. They should lean more towards commercialization. The development of Linlou definitely cannot follow the model of these projects. However, if the original plan of the Olympic Sports Center is completely copied, it would waste the large number of visitors attracted to these sports venues. It would be possible to add some designs of hotels, shopping centers, and similar facilities in the surrounding area.

People can shop and consume while watching sports events, cultural performances, and exercising, in order to achieve better economic benefits.

After listening to Linlou's explanation of the significance of sports complexes, President Qiu, President Huo, Ouyang Can and others were momentarily at a loss for words. We were just thinking of designing a decent sports venue to meet the needs of the Asian Games, how did you come up with so many ideas all at once?

"Isn't it a bit too far-fetched to discuss this now? The prospects you're describing are indeed attractive, but considering our country's economic status, it might be hard to say whether we can meet the requirements for developing urban complexes." After hesitating for a while, President Qiu finally asked.

"At the current economic level, it may not work, but in the long run, I have confidence in the economic development of our country! Even not too far off, after the Asian Games, this design will gradually show its effects! According to the results of the previous meeting, the Asian Games Village will be sold to the public after the end of the Asian Games! Just the residents inside the Asian Games Village can provide sufficient customer flow."

The Asian Games Village is the first batch of high-end residential communities in Beijing. Most of the residents here are wealthy people in Beijing who have fairly good purchasing power and also have a demand for sports. Lin has also seen some information. The Olympic Sports Center was restructured after the Asian Games and began to operate for the public, with considerable profits.

In the case of the Olympic Sports Center and other buildings with only sports and exercise functions, adding leisure and shopping facilities will definitely increase the return on investment.

At this time, everyone just remembered that Lin, in addition to being an architect, is also an urban planner. He made a lot of contributions in the process of formulating the overall plan for Beijing's urban planning. He definitely wouldn't just consider the issues from the perspective of architectural design, but also take into account the future development of the city.

"Your idea is quite bold. It's hard to say whether it's suitable at the moment." Can this proposal be approved by the expert group? It's hard for everyone to judge.

Since that's the case, it's pointless to continue hesitating. Therefore, everyone skipped discussing the Lin Building and started to reconsider their choice of bidding projects. After a heated debate, they finally reached a preliminary decision. So, everyone went back first and started preparing for the bidding according to the results of the discussion.

After returning to the office, Lin did not immediately start the project, instead, he first found Commissioner Wu and shared his thoughts with him. Just as some people had mentioned before, this idea is indeed somewhat bold and forward-looking. If the expert group rejects his bidding proposal for this reason, it would be a great loss.

So it's necessary to obtain industry recognition in advance, and this is where the benefit of having the support of Tsinghua University comes into play. As long as we can persuade Commissioner Wu, there won't be any debate on this issue.

After listening to the report from Director Lin, Member Wu carefully considered for a moment, then nodded and said, "From the perspective of urban planning, this design can indeed maximize the social and economic benefits of the sports venues. But are there any successful cases to refer to now? If there are, it would be much easier to persuade others."

"There are no very mature cases at the moment, but there are similar designs! Currently, we are in the development stage of urban complexes, and most of the relatively familiar projects are inclined towards commercial aspects, such as Raffles City and Manhattan. There are really no mature cases with sports as the main theme."

However, when Lin Lou was visiting and inspecting in Europe and the United States, he also visited some famous sports venues, such as Madison Square Garden in New York, Parc des Princes in Paris, and so on. These sports venues are much better in terms of comprehensiveness than the original Olympic Sports Center, and they all pay more attention to commercial development. With these examples, it's basically enough to convince Commissioner Wu.

Commissioner Wu flipped through the photos and information brought by Lin and said, "This issue cannot be resolved in a day or two. Leave the information with me, and I will organize a team to study and discuss it before making any decisions! As for the bidding issue, feel free to proceed if you want to."

In his opinion, it's a good thing for young people like Linlou to have fresh ideas. There's no need to hold him back. If he succeeds, that's the best outcome. Even if he fails, it's still a valuable experience.

"Okay, then I will continue to go with my current plan. When I go to Europe next month, I will continue to gather information in this area."
Chapter 451 Preliminary Plan Approved

After meeting with Commissioner Wu, Linlou called Xu Wenbiao and asked him to immediately bring the key members of the Hong Kong Affairs Office to Beijing. Once they all arrived, Linlou held a meeting to brief them on the news, "The design business for the sports venues and other supporting buildings for the Asian Games will be conducted through open tender. We need to be prepared and come up with a plan as soon as possible!"

"Boss, which projects are we planning to bid for? Lately, the media in Hong Kong are filled with news about Beijing winning the right to host the Olympic Games, and many tycoons are preparing to donate! If we can secure a few important projects, it will definitely be very helpful for the future business of the firm."

Xu Wenbiao is well aware of the significant impact of the Asian Games, so he inquired about it and also talked about the influence of Beijing winning the bid to host the Asian Games in Hong Kong, while also looking forward to the future.

Regarding these matters, Linlou definitely knows more than him. You should know that the swimming pool next to the Olympic Sports Center was built with a donation of one billion by Mr. Huo and named after him as the Yingdong Swimming Pool.

Mr. Huo donated another two billion yuan when the Water Cube was built for the 2008 Olympic Games. And at this Olympic Games, inside the Water Cube, his daughter-in-law, Guo Jingjing, won the gold medal.

"Since we are going to take the most influential building, the main stadium organizing committee plans to continue using the Workers' Stadium without building a new one, but rather renovating and modifying it on the original basis. Therefore, among all the remaining stadiums, the most attention is on the main stadium located south of our Quadrangle."

"My plan is to design the main stadium, surrounding sports fields, swimming pool, hockey field, and the surrounding landscape as a comprehensive project, and bid for them together! To create a city complex centered around the sports industry for Beijing!" Lin Lou reported his plan to them.

"According to preliminary estimates, these projects cover an area of 66 hectares, with a total construction area of over 100,000 square meters. In terms of scale, it is much larger than the St. Drum Stadium in Uluudi and is no less than the International Airport project in the capital of Latvia."

"Urban complex?" Li Qingxi, Xu Wenbiao and others are often influenced by Linlou, and they are not unfamiliar with the concept of urban complex. However, at present, urban complexes in developed countries in Europe and America are mostly commercial in nature, so they still have some doubts about the idea of a sports complex, and have raised questions about it.

Linlou explained to them, "Once the sports facilities of over 100,000 square meters are completed, it will inevitably bring in a huge influx of people during sports events or cultural performances. If these people are only coming to watch the games or performances and leave, it will be a waste. Adding commercial facilities such as shopping and dining around will definitely generate good economic benefits."

"Furthermore, when there are no performances or competitions, these venues will also be open to the public, allowing ordinary people to come in for sports and exercise. They also have shopping, dining, and other needs, which can be met by these facilities. Therefore, from a commercial operation perspective, this plan is feasible."

The future Olympic Sports Center is no longer just a simple sports competition venue. It has become a multi-property super complex with the addition of commercial, tourism, dining, and other supporting facilities. Preparing for future work is just a matter of doing it in advance.

Of course, commercial activities are bound to be influenced by the development of the times and the economic level. The Olympic Sports Center built after 2008 is still too avant-garde for present-day Beijing. Being ahead by half a step is genius, but being ahead by a full step makes one a lunatic. Therefore, in Lin's plan, these supporting facilities will definitely be adjusted according to the existing economic level.

Then Lin Lou took out some information about sports venues in the United States and Europe, showing them the profitability of this model. They slowly started to accept Lin Lou's idea.

"From a purely technical perspective, a designer or a design firm being responsible for the design of all projects on the same site can ensure consistency in style, reduce design conflicts, and also save costs in areas such as landscape and pipelines. This is much better than having each architect be responsible for a stadium."

Even if the overall plot has a certain plan and the entrance of the pipeline is arranged, the architect in charge of a certain venue may not necessarily understand the ideas of the designers of nearby venues, which can still cause some waste. However, if one architect is responsible for all venues, they can carry out unified planning to reduce repetition and waste.

At the same time, there is also convenience in procurement. The same architect will definitely choose a certain type of equipment or building materials produced by the same enterprise as much as possible. For industrial production, the more you do, the lower the cost, and the procurement price naturally decreases.

The discussion ended, and Lin still followed the same approach as before—let them try first, then present his own plan, or make adjustments to their plan. However, before that, some major directions needed to be determined. So Li Qingxi asked, "Then, what exactly is the essence that this project needs to grasp?"

Linlou was also well prepared for this. The construction of the venues for the 2008 Olympic Games fully embodies the concept of "hi-tech Olympics, green Olympics, and humanistic Olympics." The concept of the 1990 Asian Games is different from that of the 2008 Olympic Games, but these three directions are still applicable and very suitable.

"The 1990 Asian Games was the first time China hosted the event, serving as a rehearsal for future Olympic bids. It was imperative for foreigners to witness the changes in China's technology, culture, economy, and other areas since the establishment of the new China and to showcase our strength, altering their preconceived notions about China."

"Therefore, when designing this project, you must express these aspects, ensuring that the venue is functional, elegant, and at the same time incorporates the latest technological achievements and cultural essence, so that athletes and spectators who come to participate or watch the games will immediately recognize it as an advanced sports arena belonging to China."

"Also, the issue of costs needs to be taken into consideration. The current economic level of our country is not very high, and the budget for this Asian Games is estimated to not be too ample. If the construction cost is too high, it definitely won't be approved." By the time of the 2008 Olympic Games, we basically won't have to worry about the issue of construction costs.

This Asian Games had to actively seek donations from the entire society. In contrast, during the 2008 Olympics, many people were waiting to donate, but the country did not initiate the request. In the end, Mr. Huo and others were so enthusiastic that it was embarrassing to refuse, so they reluctantly loosened the restrictions a little bit.

Everyone understands now. Some are planning to try it on their own, while others are teaming up with their well-connected colleagues to collaborate on this project.

Right now they have several projects on hand, so they definitely can't put all their energy into this. Therefore, after arriving at the courtyard every day, everyone quickly finishes their current tasks before starting to work on the design plans for the Asian Games sports venues.

Seeing that the personnel at the law firm were a bit understaffed, Lin sorted through the previously collected information, selected a few promising candidates, and invited them for a chat. After interviewing them, a few of the candidates who performed well were selected to stay and were asked to go back to arrange for unpaid leave from their current jobs before coming to the law firm to assist.

At the same time, the words spoken by Linlou were also brought back to the unit and spread in the construction industry, surprising everyone with Linlou's good appetite.

"Linlou may have some ability, but it seems a bit inappropriate for him to take on so many major projects at once, especially given the significance of the Asian Games. Which architectural design firm wouldn't want to get involved in such an important task? Now Linlou wants to take on the biggest piece of the pie all at once, who would be willing to agree to that."

"I really don't believe it. How old is he this year? Can he really just do a hundred thousand square meter project? How much is involved in this, does he understand?" Someone felt unhappy.

"Having said that, they've designed a national stadium in Africa, and now they've also won the design task for the capital city airport in Latvia, Europe. Both projects are not easy, in terms of scale and design complexity. Despite being young, they really have the ability." Thinking of these two cases, if we ask Linlou to do it, they can definitely design it.

"I have also looked at some information about these two projects. Indeed, they have very innovative ideas and do not seem to be at the level of young people in their twenties at all!" Whether the project is good or not, it's not something that can be tricked."

The person who just spoke suddenly stopped, but after a while, they forced themselves to continue, saying, "It's true that he has skills, but his ideas may not necessarily align with the current reality in China. He mentioned something about urban complexes, which may work in the United States, Europe, and Japan, but our country's level of urban development hasn't reached that point, has it?"

"It's true. There are already quite a few integrated complexes abroad that focus on commercial activities, but it seems that there aren't any particularly well-known examples centered around sports. It would be even more challenging to establish something like that domestically." This viewpoint has garnered agreement from many people.

"Look, I reckon Xiao Lin has been going to Europe a lot recently, and after seeing international metropolises like Paris, he's almost forgotten what Beijing is like! If we let him do as he pleases and end up wasting resources without any returns, it wouldn't be good. So this time, we must seize these projects from him no matter what!"

No matter what they are willing to do, several powerful design units have drawn in skilled personnel, and started the design work for the main stadium, as well as the surrounding sports fields, swimming pool, hockey rink, and integrated business building, in order to ensure that their own units can also have a share of the biggest pie in this area.

After hearing the news, Lin Lou remained unmoved. Since he aspires to become a world-renowned architect, competition is inevitable. To be honest, although there are many design firms participating in this bid, in terms of overall capabilities, they may not be stronger than the competitors he encountered when participating in the bid for the capital airport project in Latvia!

After all, there is still a significant gap between the architectural design level in China and the international advanced level. Moreover, the leading architects in these architectural design units have mostly studied the Soviet Union's architectural concepts, which are already outdated. If they cannot even win this time, how can they compete with Zaha Hadid and Rem Koolhaas in the future?

While working on the design of Riga's capital international airport, I am also brainstorming and preparing for the Asian Games venues. At the same time, I have to deal with some miscellaneous matters on other projects. Additionally, I have to spare a few hours every week to teach architecture students at Tsinghua University. Lin Lou is really busy during this period.

However busy he may be, he will still make time to accompany Yu Bingbing. Relationships need to be cultivated, but fortunately, Yu Bingbing is very considerate of him. Most of the time, he doesn't need to go to her, as she will come to him on her own, chat with Lín Lóu, handle some miscellaneous matters for him, and allow Lín Lóu to work without any worries.

The preliminary plan for the capital airport project in Latvia was quickly modified, and Lin Loub was again in Paris and Alfanges for a meeting. After making the final adjustments together, they went to the city of Dum to report to Solge Kadar, Valga Gerg and Banabas Pribeskin.

This report should go more smoothly this time. Although there are still some minor issues, it does not affect the approval of the preliminary plan. The Latvian side has accepted the proposal they submitted, and now we can move on to the next step, which is the design of the construction drawings.

Linlou had another meeting with Alfonso to discuss the division of labor in the construction drawings. Compared to last time, the outstanding performance of Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, Guo Yigang, and others allowed Linlou's side to gain a considerable share.

"Well, let's leave it at that then! Next time we have a meeting, we can go to Beijing." Alphonse felt somewhat unwilling, but being unable to compete, he could only accept it.

"No problem, I'll take you to try the Datong copper hotpot that Mr. Wu Hao gave to President Pompidou during his visit to China back in the day! This time, I won't mention the roasted duck. The copper hotpot produced in Datong is the best in China. Many old and famous hotpot restaurants in Beijing use copper hotpots produced in Datong."

When Deng Xixian visited France on behalf of China in the future, he also bought some bread that he and Wu Hao had eaten during their days of working and studying in France. Everyone reminisced about their youth together.

When leaving Paris, Linlou also bought some local delicacies to bring back, preparing to give them to Yubingbing's family, and also planning to visit Mrs. Xie's house to let her reminisce about the unforgettable time of their youth.

Since the preliminary plan has been approved, the remaining eleven percent of the design fee should also be received. Once the settlement with Alfonso is completed, Linlou has acquired over 1.1 million US dollars again.

Upon returning to Beijing, Linlou's first order of business was to gather staff to prepare for the distribution of commissions. Long-time employees like Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and Jin Qiuxiang were already accustomed to this and remained calm.

Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong, the two newbies, are really excited. We both put in a lot of effort for the initial design plan. I wonder how much credit we will get this time?
Chapter 452. Receiving Money

Aunt Wei, who retired from the city court and now works full-time here, went to the finance office one by one to distribute the commissions. Beside her, Li Jinsheng, the deputy director of the Industrial and Commercial Bank of Qinghua Branch, stood by Lin and said with a distressed look, "Lin, in order to raise this money for you, I have emptied the bank's coffers."

Nowadays, there isn't much cash stored in the bank, yet Lin always gives out such generous commissions, so every once in a while, the branch has to send someone over with a large amount of cash specifically to help them with their business.

"Hey, what's there to worry about? They'll be following you to deposit the money back into your bank in a while. In the end, the money will still be back in your bank." Linlou also wanted to deposit the money directly into the card. Not to mention, just counting and distributing money is tiring enough for Aunt Wei. If the bank didn't send someone to help, she might not be able to handle it. It's a pity that the current conditions don't allow it."

"The thing is, even though they sent over so much money and took it back, we still feel uneasy about it! If it weren't for the crackdown last year that improved public security, Li Jinsheng might not have dared to cooperate with them."

"By the way, I've recently come across some good items again. When do you have time to come over and take a look?" Although VIP services are not available in domestic banks yet, Li Jinsheng still wants to maintain a good relationship with big clients like Lin Lou. After inquiring a little, he found out that Lin Lou is fond of antique artifacts, so he started keeping an eye out for them.

The people in the bank have a wide network, and it's easy to get information in this aspect. Every once in a while, they would let Linlou go over to make a selection. Not only did he develop a good relationship with Linlou, but he also gained some favors.

Originally this matter was supposed to be handled by Chen Dejiang, but he is currently busy setting up a factory in Shandong and has no time to help Linlou find the item, so Li Jinsheng just filled the gap.

"Sure, are you referring to calligraphy and painting, jade artifacts, porcelain, or wooden crafts? Give me some details so I can ask for assistance." Linlou has a good relationship with several professors from history and archaeology departments of nearby universities. Whenever he inspects items, he seeks their help to avoid being deceived.

Just that these old professors have different areas of expertise, so it's better to ask in advance to avoid bringing a professor who excels in calligraphy and painting only to find that the exhibition is all about wooden art.

"This time it's mainly porcelain and woodware. You can just invite Professor Pei and Professor Lin over!" After spending so much time together, Li Jinsheng has become familiar with these old professors and occasionally brings people and items to visit, asking for their help with identification.

"Okay, I'll go with you in a little while to take a look!" Lin agreed, then went into the house to call Professor Lin and Professor Pei to arrange the time to meet up.

Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong are completely distracted from work now, staring eagerly at the door of the finance office, watching as Li Qingxi and Jin Qiuxiang go in and out with cheerful smiles. They also try to figure out how much money they have taken, but unfortunately, everyone is dressed quite securely, making it impossible to discern. However, judging from the bulging chests, it's clear that the amount is substantial.

"Guo Yigang! It's your turn, go inside!" After Feng Shaoping came out of the finance office, he waved to Guo Yigang.

"Hey, they're here!" Guo Yi got up as soon as he brushed it off, and hurried to the finance office, unaware that he had even bumped his knee against the corner of the chair.

"Xiao Guo, this is your pay slip. Take a look and double-check the amount. If everything is correct, then sign and fingerprint here, and you can take the money away!" Aunt Wei handed over the pay slip and two thick file folders.

Guo Yi was stunned when he saw the file bag. When he used to collect his salary at his previous job, it all fit into a thin little paper bag. How come it had been replaced with a file bag here?

"Thank you." Guo Yi thanked with a smile, then sat down and looked at the payslip. His expression froze as he looked at it, then he rubbed his eyes and looked again, the numbers had not changed. He asked with a tremble, "Aunt Wei, why is there so much?"

"There were originally this many. This time it was the initial proposal for the capital airport project in Latvia. According to the contract, we were paid 11% of the design fee this time, and we will share it with the French firm. Our firm can receive $1.27 million, and 25% of that will be divided among everyone."

"The forestry worker gets 10%, and the rest is divided into 30% for construction, structure, and water, electricity and HVAC. You are in the architectural design team. Based on your contribution, this time you can get a commission of 7,367.5 yuan, right?"

No wonder they have to use document bags, as the largest denomination of banknotes nowadays is only ten yuan. Over seven thousand yuan is equivalent to over seven hundred bills, and they really can't fit without using document bags!

"This is equivalent to my salary for the past ten years!" What does it mean to earn the salary of the past ten years in one month? Guo Yi was really having some difficulty adapting to this, shaking and trying to reach out to count the money, but failed to pick it up several times.

"Hi, the company in Hong Kong is different from ours. Take a sip of water and relax first!" Aunt Wei was also surprised at first, but later she gradually got used to it. Not to mention those professional talents, even she now earns a monthly salary and bonus that is more than the total she earned in the past year.

Now she earns more than her husband and three children combined. At home, she is treated like an ancestor, as if everyone is catering to her. Originally, she just wanted to retire early so that her youngest daughter could take over, but she never expected to benefit so much.

"Oh, by the way, I almost forgot to tell you. There are foreign exchange coupons inside this envelope. If you want to buy something at the Friendship Store, just tell Teacher Li and the others to take you in. You can't get in without someone taking you in the first time. When you go, just tell the staff inside, and next time you can go by yourself."

"This is the benefit our company provides to new employees. Each person will receive a bonus in foreign exchange coupons when they receive their first commission. Although the next time may not be as much, there will still be some."

"The file bag below contains 5,000 RMB, the one on top has 2,300 foreign exchange coupons and some loose change. In my opinion, you just need to count the bag on top, no need to count the one below! Just hand it over to Xiao Yu later, and then go to the bank with everyone else to deposit the money. Aunt Wei could tell that Guo Yi is probably in no condition to count the money even until dark."

Doing this definitely does not comply with the bank's regulations, but the money in the file bag has been neatly counted and bundled, so there shouldn't be any issues. Besides, the regulations are not very strict now, handling it this way can also reduce the workload for the bank staff, so everyone turns a blind eye to it.

"You're right, I'll just count the ones on top!" Guo Yi said, feeling a headache. Apart from those working in banks or large companies handling finances, who has the opportunity to count over seven thousand yuan in cash?

Foreign exchange coupons are better, with the largest denomination being one hundred yuan. With two thousand three hundred yuan, it's only twenty-three coupons, and with some miscellaneous RMB, it's only about thirty. It took five minutes to finally figure it out.

Learn from Li Qingxi and others, stuff the folder containing foreign exchange coupons into the clothes, then hand over the folder containing five thousand RMB to the bank teller Xiao Yu, sign your own name, and then leave the finance room as light as cotton.

When Guo Yi went out, he was still celebrating. Fortunately, Lin always arranged for a driver to pick them up and drop them off when they went to and from work every day. Otherwise, there would have been no way for them to get back today. Who would dare to take the bus with so much money?

"Lao Guo, how much did you earn?" Jiang Wensong quickly asked in a low voice as soon as he returned to his seat. When Li Qingxi and the others came out earlier, Jiang Wensong didn't feel comfortable asking, and besides, they came earlier and did more work, so their commission would definitely be different. Guo Yi and he came in together and did similar work, their relationship was also good, so there was naturally no inconvenience.

"Hehe." Guo Yi could only smile stupidly at the moment. If I had stayed at my original unit, when would I be able to make so much money? It's too late for today. I must treat Xu Jiaping to a good meal this weekend, to thank him. If it weren't for his introduction, I wouldn't have had the chance for such a good thing.

"Hey, why are you mute? Jiang Wensong looks a little dazed. Could this guy have hysterical aphonia? Should I follow Fan Jin's father-in-law and give Lao Guo a couple of big slaps?"

"Hey, hey, you'll know once you go in!" Guo Yi patted his forehead, "Look at me, I almost forgot. Aunt Wei just asked me to call you in to collect the money, so hurry in!"

After Jiang Wensong walked in, Guo Yi just realized, "Oh my goodness, why is my knee so painful? Did I knock it there?"

The group that came in after Jiang Wensong can only watch eagerly. They didn't participate in the initial design work, so they won't get any commission this time. But when it's time to work on the construction drawings, it will be their turn. Each of them is thinking about who to ask later to find out how much commission they can earn in the future.

When Jiang Wensong comes out, this time's commission will be considered settled. Li Jinsheng took everyone to the bank and deposited the money that had just been withdrawn from the bank back in.

After receiving their passbooks, Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong looked at the numbers on them with delight. They had never seen so much money in their lives! If they worked even harder for a few more months, they would be able to afford the three-bedroom apartment they currently lived in. And with continued effort, they could also hope to purchase a courtyard house.

They have long been envious of Xu Jiaping, Li Qingxi, and their quadrangle courtyard. By then, we too will be able to redesign and modify it according to our own ideas, and then buy a bunch of imported electrical appliances and furniture to put in.

After completing the procedures, Lin drove to the school to pick up two professors, while Yang Mo drove a small bus to take them back to the hutong.

When getting on the car, Guo Yi grabbed Jiang Wensong and sat together in the last row corner. Then he leaned in and whispered, "Let's find a nice restaurant this weekend and invite Lin Gong and Jiaping for a meal. Treat them well and thank them with a couple of drinks!"

"We should each pay for half, it's also time to treat someone else! How about going to Dong Lai Shun?" Jiang Wensong had also thought of this, and even decided on the place.

"Donglaishun is also fine. I'll buy a few bottles of good wine in advance to bring along!" Guo Yi thought this was a good idea at first, but soon had a new concern, "If we all stay together, just inviting Lin Gong and Jia Ping, will the others have any thoughts? Should we invite them too?"

"Yes, let's invite them, but we can't invite everyone together. Let's invite Lin and Jiaping this weekend first, and then we can invite everyone else next week. We can have a barbecue in our own yard, so we can be more relaxed. Jiang Wensong thought more about thanking them this time, and it's the turn of uniting colleagues next time."

"Alright, I will announce it to everyone next Monday and then ask Xiao Wen for help to prepare the meat and vegetables in advance." With so many ingredients and only the two of them, it's impossible. We don't have that many resources available, so we have to rely on Wen Xuansi, who often helps us with these matters, to handle it. He has a wide network and many ways to solve the problem.

"Oops, I was just feeling happy and forgot to remind Lin about returning the money. Remind me tomorrow morning, we'll go find Lin first thing," Guo Yi just remembered that when they went to Paris last time, Lin had advanced them the commission, and this time it wasn't deducted from the commission.

They chattered all the way with whispered conversations, and when they arrived at the alley, everyone got out of the car, chuckled, and then returned to their own yards with their hands over their chests. There was no mood for chatting at this time.

"Lily, Lily!" As soon as he entered the yard, Guo Yi began shouting.

"What's going on? Why are you so happy?" Guo Yi's wife Xu Li came out of the kitchen holding a spatula and asked.

"Hey, I got a bonus today. Guess how much I got?" Guo Yi exclaimed as he took out the briefcase from his arms.

"Two hundred? Three hundred? Five hundred?" Xu Li guessed as high as she could, but each time Xu Jiaping shook his head.

"A thousand yuan?" Xu Li pondered. When Lin Lou first mentioned the offer to Guo Yigang, he had already said that if he did well, it wouldn't be surprising to earn tens of thousands in a year. Therefore, she decided to go all out and stated the highest figure she could imagine.

"You guessed wrong again. The total is seven thousand three hundred and sixty-seven dollars and five cents!" With a loud slap, Guo Yi just slapped the file bag into Xu Li's hand.

"Nonsense, how can there be so many? Besides, over 7,000 yuan is not worth this much!" Xu Li's legs went weak, and she sat down on the chair.

When she opened the file bag and took out the foreign exchange coupons, RMB, and passbook to add them up, it turned out to be exactly the amount Guo Yi had mentioned.

"Are you up to no good? Didn't Lin say it would take a year to earn ten thousand? How did you manage to get so much so quickly?" Xu Li was a little frightened.

"Lingong initially said that he was working on the Fragrant River project. The design fee started at tens of thousands, and I could get ten thousand. Now, this is a commission for a major European project, the total design fee is high, so the commission is naturally high too! Oh... Lily, Lily, why did you faint?"

Thank you for the support from Wudaobutong, Shuyou20201029104014864, Jimo de Ciqiu, Xiaoyatou Ningningzi, and Weichengjing de Xiaoma. I will be away for a few days, but I will ensure at least one update every day. I will continue with more updates when I return.
Chapter 453 Son-in-law Visits

"Are all these really ours?" After waking up, Xu Li counted the passbook and foreign exchange certificates over and over again, taking a long time to believe that all this was real.

"I've thought it through. We'll take out some of the money tomorrow to pay back Lin Gong first, then treat Lin Gong and Jia Ping to a meal. After that, we will buy some things for the house. Didn't you want a refrigerator? We can go to the Friendship Store to buy one later. Oh, and we can also buy two TVs to send to mom and dad's place, one for each family. This way, the kids don't have to go to other people's houses to watch TV all the time."

Guo Yigang hugged Xu Li's shoulder, envisioning a bright future, "Hehe, when I applied for unpaid leave before, they gossiped a lot. But now, we can finally go back with our heads held high."

Currently having a formal job and having a company to take care of is a big deal for ordinary people. If someone's family member plans to take a leave from work without pay, their relatives will definitely take turns to persuade them, as if they have done something terribly wrong. Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong have been through a lot of persuasion in the past.

If it weren't for the fact that their relationship could withstand the test, they might have fallen out, but even so, there were a lot of cold words from both their families when they got married, which has always been a thorn in their hearts.

"Did Mr. Lin come back today? Why wait until tomorrow, let's go and repay the debt now! I always feel uneasy owing money to others. The sooner we clear it, the more at ease I will feel. In my opinion, you should have repaid the money at the company earlier instead of bringing it home." Xu Li contemplated. Even if the money is repaid, there will still be enough left to spend.

“There are so many people in the company. It's not good to pay Lin in front of others. Lin definitely didn't urge them to repay the money, but someone might misunderstand, so Guo Yi just thought it would be better to talk about this kind of thing privately. Moreover, in our family, you are in charge. Shouldn't such a big matter be reported to you?”

"Delicious!" Xu Li gave him a glance, feeling pleased in her heart, she was very satisfied with Guo Yigang's attitude. She then planned to get up, "I'll go look and see if there's anything suitable, we can take it to Lin Gong and return the money at the same time."

"There's nothing much in our house. Besides, we only have foreign exchange coupons on hand which we need to use at the Friendship Store. Let's wait until tomorrow. I will go to the bank to withdraw money during my lunch break, and after work, you can wait outside the Friendship Store. I will go with Wensong and Jiaping to sell the goods and then find Lin Gong." Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong have already discussed this.

The next day at noon, the two of them went to the bank to withdraw money, then went straight to the Friendship store after work. They took a look around and bought some nice things before returning to the alley. First, they went home to put the things away, then came out and knocked on the courtyard door of Lin's building together with their families.

Went in, put down the gift, chatted with Lin Lou for a while, and as they were leaving, both of them handed over envelopes to settle the debt. After coming out, both Xu Li and Wang Min felt refreshed. This is probably what it feels like to be debt-free.

"Yi Gang, why don't you come over to my place for a few drinks?" Jiang Wensong extended the invitation. It was still early, and something so joyous had happened, so it was indeed worth celebrating.

"I'll go back and get a bottle of alcohol, the leftover Niulanshan Erguotou from the last wedding!" So, one family brought the alcohol, and the other brought the food, and they all gathered at Jiang Wensong's house to celebrate.

"Come on, let's have a drink! Cheers!" With a plate of peanuts, a plate of pickled vegetables, and two freshly cooked side dishes, a few people started drinking.

"Since I graduated, I have never been so relaxed! When I was at work before, I was always figuring out when I could get a dormitory and get married! After coming here, I have a place to live, got married, and earned more than before, but I always feel a little uncertain in my heart, not knowing how long such a good life can last."

"There's no need to worry now. Under Lin's leadership, I've been able to earn more in a month than I did in the past few years. In another year, this house will truly be ours. And after working a few more years, we can even buy this courtyard. What else is there for us to worry about?" Guo Yi said, suddenly laughing.

Jiang Wensong was also the same. The commission he received swept away the pressure that had been hanging over them, and he could finally breathe a sigh of relief. So, he happily poured himself another drink.

"If I had stayed in my original unit, I don't know when I would have been able to get married. I wouldn't even dare to think about such a big house. Our director is still living in a two-bedroom apartment! Looking back on the past years and looking forward to a bright future, this meal is truly enjoyable. Before we knew it, a few of us were starting to feel a little tipsy."

Soon, the weekend arrived, and the two families invited Linlou and Xu Jiaping to have a meal at Donglaishun. They felt that they had repaid some of the favors owed previously, and as for the rest, they would continue to work hard to repay them in the future!

In the large courtyard, Zhang Guihua squatted in the yard washing vegetables, occasionally lifting her head to look at the door as if waiting for someone. The neighbors on both sides looked very curious, "Oh, such good pork belly, Auntie Zhang, are you treating guests today?"

"What kind of guests, my daughter said she would come back for dinner tonight, she hasn't been back in half a month!" Zhang Guihua's face showed some concern. "Ah, young people nowadays, they just don't know what they are thinking. They don't want to stay in the official unit of the country. They must go out and explore. Although the salary of the companies in Hong Kong is good, who knows what the future will be like?"

We are married now and will soon have a child. If something happens and we lose our jobs after the child is born, how will this family survive?

"Oh, the new son-in-law is coming over. I must say, Mrs. Zhang, you are treating your son-in-law very well, giving him so much meat. You might have used up all your meat coupons for the month, huh? By the way, how is your son-in-law doing at his new job? I think it's better to work in a formal company. The ones outside might pay more for now, but there's no guarantee for the future!"

Upon hearing this, Zhang Guihua felt even more depressed. Ever since Guo Yi had taken a leave without pay, every time they chatted in the yard, everyone would bring it up and advise him over and over again, as if Guo Yi had committed some huge mistake, making her reluctant to come to the yard.

"Doing well, just went on a business trip to France, stayed for half a month before returning, and I heard that I will have to go there again after a while!" Although she was not confident, Zhang Guihua did not want to show any weakness in front of others.

France? You're just bragging. If you really went, why didn't I see you bringing back some imported goods when you came back? Nowadays, anyone who goes abroad doesn't come back empty-handed, bringing all sorts of things home.

"Aunt Zhang, I think it's a good decision for Yigang to take a sabbatical and come back in two years. But I'm worried that these two years might be wasted, and he will need to catch up on his career advancement and housing allocation in the future. Nonetheless, it's better than having nothing at all!" More people joined the conversation, earnestly persuading.

Everyone came up with various ideas to persuade Zhang Guihua. Whether these persuasions were well-meaning or had another motive, it depended on the specific individuals. Living in the same large courtyard, everyone knew very well who had good relationships with whom and who had conflicts with whom, even though these things were not openly discussed.

"Beep! Beep!" The courtyard was bustling with chatter, and Zhang Guihua was starting to feel overwhelmed. She was about to retreat back into the house for a while when suddenly, a few car honks could be heard from outside the courtyard.

"Master Yang, thank you so much. If it weren't for your help, I wouldn't know how to bring over so many things. After we eat, how about having a few drinks before you go?" Guo Yi's voice sounded.

"Oh my, Yigang is back!" Zhang Guihua immediately became lively, and stood up right away without even bothering to wash the vegetables. She ran out to meet him. What's going on? My son-in-law actually came back in a car?

"Mom, Yigang bought something for the family and asked Master Yang to help deliver it." Xu Li got out of the car with a proud look on her face and handed a beautifully wrapped bag to Zhang Guihua, "This is American ginseng. The salesperson at Friendship Store said it's the best nourishment. Since you and dad are not feeling well, it's perfect for replenishing your health!"

America! Friendship Store! These two words hit the crowd, and suddenly made a big commotion in the yard. Could it be that Old Xu's son-in-law has really made a big move? This is not something that an ordinary person can acquire, right?

"Wow, it's still a Crown. This must cost a few hundred thousand yuan, right?" Those who know about cars can recognize the model at a glance. The leaders in our unit haven't even achieved such treatment.

"Guo Gong, I'm here, I'm here!" Yang Mo quickly walked to the trunk. The trunk was half open, and there was no way to close it after stuffing the TV inside.

"Mom, I bought a Panasonic color TV for you, it's 21 inches. Dad always loves listening to Peking opera, from now on, not only can we listen to the sound, but also watch the performances of those famous actors!" Guo Yi and Yang Mo worked together and shouted to get the TV out of the trunk.

Nowadays, most imported Japanese color TVs are either 21 inches or 24 inches. Guo Yi just bought a small one, not because he doesn't want to buy a large one, but because the salesperson said that it's easy to hurt your eyes when watching a large TV in a small house.

"Ah, okay, okay, okay," Zhang Guihua could only cheer now. Her head was now dizzy, and she didn't even know how to walk.

"Yi Gang, how can you let them do this? Master, you can take a break and let me do it! Old lady, hurry back and find some tea for the master!" Xu Li's father, Xu Dayou, also heard the voices coming from the house.

"It’s no bother. Serving Guo and the others is my job!" Yang Mo smiled and refused to let go, struggling with Guo Yi to carry the TV into the house.

Yang Mo is a staff member of the administrative logistics team. On weekdays, he helps these technical personnel with some tasks, as per the regulations of the Lin Building Affairs Office. However, the perception of others is quite different. They even think that Guo Yi has just become some kind of leader, and even has a driver and a car assigned to him.

There's no need for him to do anything. Xu Li and Zhang Guihua have already brought everything back. Then quickly pour tea and pass cigarettes to Yang Mo, "You sit and have a tea, I'll go cook, let the old man and Yigang accompany you for a good drink later."

"It's okay, it's company policy not to drink and drive. Also, it's not a big deal if the car is stuck in the alley. I'll leave after finishing this cup of tea!" Yang Mo waved his hand repeatedly. Although it's common for drivers to drink and drive nowadays, everyone is used to it, but Lin Lou still values the lives of himself and his employees.

So, all of his employees have been required to abide by the rule: do not drink and drive. If anyone violates this, they will be fired immediately without any negotiation. Yang Mo and his team are paid much higher than the market rate and no one wants to have issues with money. If they want to drink, they should do it when they don't need to drive or when they are on holiday.

Declining the offer, Yang Mo still left first. He had to go and help Jiang Wensong and the others deliver some things. Guo Yi just brought him back, and immediately someone asked, "Yigang, what position do you have in this new unit? They even assigned a car to you?"

"I'm not a leader, just a junior designer! The company has good benefits, and they provide cars for those who need them." Guo Yi explained with a smile.

"Is this TV also provided by the company?" Someone pointed at the just opened color TV and asked, "The company's welfare is too good, isn't it? We are only given towels and enamel basins. They directly distribute imported color TVs. Does your company need people? Even if it's just to guard the gate, I'm fine with it!"

"It's not that. Yi Gang used his bonus from the company to purchase it. His company recently secured a major project at a European airport, and Yi Gang was busy in Europe for over half a month. When he came back, they received the payment for the project, and the company rewarded them with a bonus." Seeing the envious expressions on their faces, Xu Li felt that all the grievances she had suffered earlier had dispersed.

"The domestic color TV sets cost around 1,000, while the imported large ones cost more than 2,000, right? Someone did the math. Even if we can go to the Friendship Store and exchange for foreign exchange vouchers, just this expense alone is more than two years' worth of our salary. How long has Guo Yi been in the new unit? How can he afford such a big item in such a short time?"

"More than 2,100 foreign exchange coupons!" In order to buy these gifts, Guo Yi just spent all the foreign exchange coupons he received. When he returns to his own home next week, he can only ask Aunt Wei for help to exchange for some more foreign exchange coupons.

"Being able to make so much money in just a few months, I wouldn't even mind being fired from my previous job, let alone being asked to take unpaid leave!" If Guo Yi's monthly income was just a little higher than theirs, they wouldn't think much of it, but at this level, they could only envy and be jealous.

After enjoying a large part of the day in the bustling courtyard, Guo Yi and Xu Li returned to the alley refreshed and clear-headed, ready to go back to work the next day.

"Yigang, when you go back tonight, tell Lily that we will be going abroad again in a few days!" Xu Jiaping said as he patted his shoulder.
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"Going to France again? Wasn't it said last time that Alphonse and his team would bring people over?" Guo Yi is a bit puzzled. This seems different from what was agreed upon before. Could there be some problem with the project that has arisen at the last minute?

Just the thought of it made him nervous immediately. The airport project in the capital of Latvia is his biggest source of income at the moment. If something were to go wrong, he would have to put the plans for the house and everything else on hold.

Luckily, Xu Jiaping's quick response put him at ease. "You're not going to France, nor Latvia. Don't forget that we still have a project in Africa! The project is already halfway through, so we need to arrange for someone to go and take a look. You can go along as well, to understand the project and get familiar with the construction of sports venues, and also contribute to the Asian Games venues!"

"No problem, I will go home and pack after work today. Once I receive the notification, I can leave immediately!" Guo YiGang naturally felt obligated to contribute to the Asian Games.

"After a while, I will transfer the data of the Uluru Holy Drum Sports Stadium to your computer. After you finish your work in the next few days, familiarize yourself with it first, so you won't be clueless when you go later! The office in Lin building has started computerized work. Apart from archiving, most of the information can be viewed on the computer."

Guo Yi immediately grabbed the opportunity to work and, after completing the usual tasks, quickly began to study the materials carefully. At the same time, he started to contemplate the issues regarding the Asia Games venue based on these drawings. Although the profits from the Asia Games venue were definitely not comparable to the Riga Airport project in the capital of Latvia, the sense of honor brought by this project was priceless.

The Linlou side has also started its preparations. As usual, I went to the homes of several old acquaintances in the embassy and the aid project team to ask if they need anything, then brought these things along and flew to Urüdi with Xu Jiaping, Guo Yigang, Jiang Wensong, Li Qingxi, and others.

After several transfers, they arrived at the African country next to Lake Tanganyika. "This time, I will take you around. Let's go take a look at the Stade des Martyrs first!"

The commander of the construction team, Meng Zhijun, came to pick them up and drove them to the construction site. Looking out the window, they saw that what used to be a desolate land just over two years ago was now the site of a magnificent stadium. The main framework of the stadium had already been completed, and workers were busy on the scaffolding, carrying out the exterior decoration of the stadium.

Outside the construction site, a group of Uruddi people riding bicycles to transport bananas passed by, looking at the stadium with simple smiles, seemingly happy about the country's improvement. Lin roughly counted and noticed that most of the relatively new bicycles were produced by the Nanjiang Bicycle Factory, which made him feel a sense of satisfaction.

Li Qingxi still wanted to go and take a look, but Meng Zhijun smiled and declined, "Let's forget about it for today. You've been on the plane for so long, you must be tired. It's better to go back, rest, and adjust to the time difference. I'll take you to see it properly tomorrow!"

Back at the embassy, they received another warm welcome from Ambassador Shi Ruisheng and Counsellor Chen Jianbang. They had prepared Urudi cuisine in advance for Lin and the others. Xu Jiaping called out to Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong, "Come, try it and see the difference between Urudi's beef and lamb and Beijing's."

After finishing speaking, he picked up a glass of banana beer and took a sip with great satisfaction. After visiting several times, he really had developed a liking for this taste. If it weren't for the fact that beer takes up too much space and the cost of transporting it long distances was too high, he would definitely bring back more! However, this time he was ready to seek out the brewing masters in Urudi and have a serious chat, to see if he could learn this craft.

After returning to the country, he can try to brew banana beer on his own. Although bananas are still a relatively luxurious fruit for the ordinary Chinese people at present, with his income, buying a lot of bananas to brew beer is not a problem at all.

Linlou will hand over the supplies he brought back from the country to them, and a few old smokers immediately opened the box and started smoking. Their tobacco supply has run out again.

After having their meal and exchanging a few simple words, Lin and others were relieved to learn that everything was going smoothly. They went upstairs to rest, sleeping soundly until the next morning. After breakfast, they headed to the construction site of the Saint Drum Stadium once again.

At the entrance of the construction site, Lin saw the young man from last time who had been learning how to use the theodolite from the Chinese master. Seeing his current skill, he had become very proficient. Perhaps after the Chinese aid team leaves the country, he will be able to continue working and teach more local Uru people to master this technology.

Linlou gave him a thumbs-up, and he grinned, showing a mouthful of white teeth, also giving Linlou a thumbs-up, seemingly thanking him for bringing such a beautiful stadium to Urudi.

Wearing a safety helmet, followed Meng Zhijun into the construction site, spent a whole day carefully examining every corner of the site, pointed out a few minor issues in the construction process, and then gave his opinion on the next phase of construction. Meng Zhijun recorded all of this in his notebook.

Then immediately call the respective person in charge and have them make revisions according to Lin's opinions, ensuring that even if Lin leaves, these processes will still be carried out according to his opinions.

"After all, our workers have never done this kind of project before, let alone the workers from Uludi, so it is reasonable to encounter such minor problems. We just need to pay more attention in the future!" Lin did not demand too much. The Saint Drum Stadium is different from most domestic sports stadiums, so it is not very appropriate to continue using the previous methods in some areas.

In fact, he has built in a certain amount of redundancy when designing, and the performance of the workers from both countries has exceeded his expectations. Even if there are some minor issues, it will not affect the quality and construction speed of the Shenggu Sports Stadium. Of course, it is definitely worth doing better. I believe that after completing the construction of this stadium, these workers will definitely elevate their construction skills in stadium venues.

"Xiaolou, our country has now secured the hosting rights for the Asian Games. What are the opinions on the sports venues?" After discussing the matter of Shenggu Stadium, Meng Zhijun inquired about the latest domestic situation.

"Are you worried that the construction here will finish too late, and you won't be able to make it back in time to participate in the construction of the Asian Games venues?" Lin guessed Meng Zhijun's thoughts.

"If we could build the venues for the Asian Games, it would be worth it in my lifetime!" Meng Zhijun smiled somewhat embarrassedly, "Besides, our team has undergone training at the Shenggu Sports Stadium. When it comes to constructing sports venues, we definitely have more experience than other construction units, right? If not us, then who?"

"You can rest assured about this. According to the information I got at the meeting, the main focus in the next two years will be on paperwork. We need to complete the design work first. The official construction may have to wait until 1986. By then, the Shenggu Sports Stadium will definitely be completed! It's not a bad idea to let him be in charge of the construction of the Olympic Sports Center complex. Lin Lou has great trust in his professional abilities."

Meng Zhijun slapped his thigh excitedly, "That's great, that's great! I won't hide it from you, ever since the news of the Asian Games reached Uluudi, the mood of our construction team supporting the building has been a bit unstable. Many people have been thinking about returning to the country early to help build sports venues for the Asian Games! With your words, they can feel at ease now!"

"I hope to continue working with him! This time, the construction unit for each venue will be determined through a bidding process. It is definitely important to have experience in building sports venues. When the time comes, you can show them the photos and construction logs of the Shenggu Stadium, and you will definitely be able to secure the best project!"

"That's for sure. I'll start preparing the materials now. Those old buddies will have a chance to see our capabilities!" The construction industry, big or small, has commandants capable of handling this crucial responsibility all around the country. Meng Zhijun has almost seen them all in various industry conferences.

Thinking about these old rivals participating in the bidding, and seeing the surprised look on their faces when they see what I have brought out, Meng Zhijun feels extremely satisfied in his heart. Hehe, this time, you definitely won't be able to beat me.

Linlou and his team stayed at the construction site for several days, completing the accumulated work from the previous period and the upcoming tasks. During this time, they also met with the Urudi officials, attended their prepared dinner, and chatted with local architects and artists. Their mission in Urudi is considered complete.

After the work is completed, Lin Lou did not leave immediately to return to China. It's not easy to come here for a trip, so he must at least play for two days. Also, Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong are both here for the first time, so we can't just let them leave without seeing anything, right?

Coincidentally, they ran into Meng Zhijun who was also traveling, so the two groups joined together and arranged for two cars to travel to Lake Tanganyika for sightseeing. Lake Tanganyika is the sixth largest lake in the world and the second deepest. The surrounding forests are lush, and various tropical trees grow vigorously, making the walk between the lake and the forest particularly refreshing.

There are many birds on the lake, including azure-winged magpies, red-throated flycatchers, spotted doves, egrets, yellow-vented bulbuls, herons, parrots, and more, among which the most famous is the red-crowned crane.

The red-crowned crane has a long neck and slender legs, a short and slightly curved beak, and its white feathers shine with a faint pink luster. It is slim and elegant like a fairy crane, but even more beautiful.

When they arrived at Linlou, the dawn was just breaking, and the red-crowned cranes opened their throats to sing with thousands of sounds; by noon, the scorching sun was high in the sky, and the clear sky stretched out for miles. Hundreds and thousands of red-crowned cranes flew in the blue sky, forming a straight line with their wings on the same horizontal level, flying up and down, circling left and right, lining up neatly, and magnificent.

As the red cranes descended in groups and landed on the water's surface, it looked like rosy clouds descending from the sky, floating on the lake. The red cranes leisurely floated on the water, sometimes bending their beautiful necks to search for food in the water, and other times gracefully swimming away into the distance, consuming many rolls of film in the woods and towers.

At night, they set up a tent directly by the lake. The local translator found several boats and spoke to the fishermen. They then steered the boats into the lake, lit oil lamps at the bow to attract the fish, cast their nets, and delivered the freshly caught fish to the group at the shore.

"This kind of fish is called Endagala by the locals, but I don't know the Chinese translation. Despite its small size, it's very delicious. You must give it a try." Meng Zhijun pointed at the small fish in the fishing net, which was only seven or eight centimeters long, and then proceeded to scale and gut it. He skewered it with a tree branch, sprinkled seasoning, and grilled it over a fire.

Before long, a pleasant aroma wafted out. Once they were cooked, the first skewer was given to Lin Lou. After tasting it, Lin Lou found the meat to be tender and delicious. It was indeed excellent, especially when paired with banana beer, which was truly enjoyable.

After spending a day at Lake Tanganyika, they enjoyed the fresh fish again at noon the next day, and then returned to the city of Lwawgaso. Today they plan to look around the downtown area, and then return to China tomorrow.

"Is this the capital city of a country? Why does it feel similar to my hometown?" Guo Yi and the others had only been active in the outskirts a few days ago and hadn't been to the city center yet. As a result, they were greatly disappointed when they arrived at the city center.

"Otherwise, how can it be a third world country! But some buildings still have unique features! The one in front is nice, let’s stop the car and take a couple of photos, and I’ll sketch a few drawings too." Jiang Wensong was well aware that this trip was not just for leisure, but also a great opportunity to broaden his horizons.

The car stopped, and Lin Lou took out her camera to take a few photos. Then, she pulled out her sketchpad and began sketching. This building should be a product of the German occupation period, similar to many old buildings in Qingdao, with typical German architectural features such as pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and flying buttresses.

They slowly traversed the path, pausing to snap photos or sketch any intriguing architecture they encountered, be it structures left behind by European colonists or the traditional buildings of the Urudi people.

As Lin Lou approached the center of Ruwagaso city, he saw a group of workers bustling in the central square, apparently constructing a large sculpture. From a distance, those workers were neither local black people nor white people from Europe, but rather people of the same East Asian descent as him.

"Is this the new domestic aid team? Should we go over and say hello?" Linlou began rummaging through her bag, looking to see if there were any leftover cigarettes to take over and share.

He was just curious, although the sculpture has not been completed, it can be seen from the outline that it seems to be quite different from the popular style in China.

"You guessed wrong. These are not from our country, but from the north, invited by the Uluudi officials specifically to build sculptures for them!" Meng Zhijun shook his head and said.

From the north? Linlou was momentarily puzzled, then understood that they were from that country. Well, their country is indeed unparalleled in the field of large-scale sculpture.
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The one in the north is not speaking of the Russians, but of North Goryeo. The goods from North Goryeo are not very attractive to the world, but their large sculptures' export is very successful, especially in Africa, where they have achieved remarkable artistic influence. Many countries invite them to build large sculptures.

"Are you a staff member of the Wanshou Studio?" Linlou asked. This is the largest art creation institution in Beigaoli, and is known as one of the two gems of the Beigaoli art world, along with the Mudanjiang Art Troupe. Since its establishment in 1959, it has left exquisite artworks in many countries. During difficult times, this has been one of the most important sources of foreign exchange for Beigaoli.

It is also the world's largest art studio, with approximately 4,000 employees, including the most talented 800 to 900 artists in North Korea.

They produce all kinds of works, including most of the propaganda art and sculptures scattered throughout the northern Goryeo. They are the only art institution allowed to produce sculptures for the rulers of northern Goryeo, and have made large sculptures for two generations of leaders. Foreigners visiting Pyongyang for tourism will definitely have seen these two giant sculptures.

This institution has also designed and built the Bronze Statue of Thousand-mile Horse, Wanshoutai Monument, Sanchiyuan Monument, Maoshan Area Victory Memorial Tower, Main Ideology Tower, Triumphal Arch, Xihai Sluice Monument, Revolution Martyrs Cemetery, and other commemorative monuments.

Participated in the memorial hall for the victory of the Motherland's liberation war and the renovation project of the Peony Peak Theater. These buildings and projects have become iconic monuments of the Beigaoli era.

In addition, in order to commemorate the friendship between the two countries and to show respect to Comrade Wu Hao, after Comrade Wu Hao passed away, they also built a 4.8-meter-high bronze statue of Comrade Wu Hao in the Xingnan Fertilizer Plant in Xianxing City.

During the process of creating artworks, Wan Shou Tai Creative Studio has newly researched advanced techniques such as the assembly method for the main thought beacon fire, the method of depicting natural stone and glass powder, and the waterproof method for the granite group sculpture of the grand monument. In the field of designing, producing, and installing large sculptures, they are indeed in a leading position in the world.

Only Linlou remembers that they will not enter the international market until after the 1990s. They have successively constructed more than 210 memorials and buildings in Asia, Africa, and Europe, including palaces, bronze statues, monuments, memorials, museums, hero mausoleums, and decorative fountain carvings.

Created the African Renaissance Monument in Dakar, Senegal, the Fairy Tale Fountain in Frankfurt, and the Angkor Panorama Museum in Cambodia. Additionally, the Wanshoutai Creative Society has also established an art museum in the 798 Art Zone in Beijing.

The African Renaissance Monument, located in the capital city of Dakar, Senegal, is the tallest monument in the world. It stands at 53 meters high, weighs 22,000 tons, and is located on a hill on the west coast of Dakar.

The main subject of the statue is three figures: a robust man standing proudly on a cliff, holding a graceful woman with his right hand and carrying a boy with his left arm. The boy's arm is outstretched, pointing towards the distance. They are depicted in various poses, balancing strength and softness.

The architectural blueprint of the monument was personally drawn by Senegal's President Abdoulaye Wade and completed by a French architect. The construction was managed by the Atelier Artistique du Froid, and the entire project took 34 months and cost 21.5 million USD. In addition to the sculpture, there is also an African civilization history museum and a theater underneath the monument.

Why did they appear in Urruti during this period? Is it because of my memory lapse, or did some minor butterfly effect occur because of me?

"Do you know about this?" Meng Zhijun was somewhat surprised. Before these people came to Uludi to begin construction of the Uludi Liberation Memorial Sculpture, he had never heard of this organization's name. He didn't expect Lin Lou to know about it.

"I didn't know that. They have built many excellent buildings and sculptures in Pyongyang. I have also seen some information. When I saw this sculpture, I thought it was quite similar to the style of the Mansudae Art Studio." Linlou explained with a smile.

Then he suddenly became curious. He had seen the works of Wanshoutai Creative Studio many times, but he didn't know how they built these sculptures. After collaborating with Ma Yue and others to build the monument, Lin Lou knew how difficult it was to construct such large-scale sculptures.

If I could communicate with them, maybe I would have some unexpected gains. It would be easier to handle similar works in the future. Thinking of this, Lin Lou asked, "Lao Meng, do you think it's appropriate for me to chat with them?"

"There shouldn't be any problem! I've spoken to them before, they just have stricter management over there, but normal communication is still possible," answered Meng Zhijun.

The relationship between China and North Korea has experienced several ups and downs, but it was relatively stable in the 1970s and 1980s. Although it was not as close as it was in the early days of the founding of the People's Republic, there were no major conflicts, so some normal exchanges were still possible.

Meng Zhijun took them over and greeted the person in charge. He told them about Linlou's desire to communicate with them. Shortly after, the thin middle-aged man came over and greeted Linlou in Chinese, "You must be Comrade Linlou. You look much younger than I expected!"

"I have also been to the live show at the Saint Drum Stadium, and it is indeed a very outstanding design! Oh, I almost forgot, I am Cui Zaixian from Wanshoutai Creative Society. Nice to meet you!" Cui Zaixian reached out his hand to Linlou.

"This sculpture may not be finished yet, but I can already feel its inspiring quality! The works from Wanshoutai Creative Studio are truly remarkable," Linlou praised his work, which made Cui Zai Xian very happy.

Although their work holds a high position within the domestic area of Beigaoli, they are not widely recognized internationally. Therefore, receiving praise from a talented Chinese architect is an honor for Choi Zaixian. Other Beigaoli artists who understand Chinese at the event also smile proudly.

Even the other department staff who came over with Cui Zaixian had visibly relaxed expressions on their faces. He was neither an artist nor a construction worker.

"Comrade Cui Zaixian is a renowned sculptor who has also been awarded the title of Meritorious Artist," Meng Zhijun introduced the honors and titles Cui Zaixian has received.

In North Korea, in addition to rating, the government also confers honors on artists, which are divided into two types: People's Artist and Meritorious Artist. As the name suggests, a Meritorious Artist is an artist who has achieved artistic merit for the country, while the conferral of a People's Artist is based on the thematic, image, personality, impact on the people, and popularity of an artist's work, with the primary factor being the ideological and political height of the artistic work.

From these standards, it can be seen that the status of a People's Artist is definitely higher. However, Cui Zaixian is only around forty years old, and he still has enough time to strive for this honor.

However, neither of these is the highest honor for a North Korean artist. The highest level of award is named after the founding leader of North Korea. Even fewer artists can receive this honor, so Choi Jae-hyun probably doesn't have much of a chance.

"Oh? This is a very rare honor!" Linlou also knew the status of this honorary title and immediately showed a surprised expression, praising Cui Zaixian greatly.

Then the conversation turned to architecture and sculpture art, because it did not involve sensitive areas, and Cui Zaixian began to open up slowly. The two of them had a relatively pleasant chat.

Lin Lou intentionally consulted on some technical issues, and Cui Zaixian's response also demonstrated the deep accumulation of Wanshoutai Creative Society in the field of large-scale sculptures. Many seemingly very difficult issues have been properly resolved by them.

The construction of these large sculptures is extremely difficult. For example, the famous Qianlima Bronze Statue, which has a total height of 46 meters. The statue itself is 14 meters high and 16 meters long, while the worker bronze statue is 7 meters tall and the farmer bronze statue is 6.5 meters tall.

In front of the bronze statue, the heroic working class is seen holding up the "red letter" from the Central Committee of the Labor Party, riding on a spirited steed, moving forward. Following behind is a scene of a female farmer carrying sheaves of rice, accelerating her march, symbolizing the people's determination to restore the country damaged during the war, to continue the revolution and advance with the spirit of the spirited steed, showcasing the heroic spirit and indomitable revolutionary fervor of the people of North Korea.

The galloping horse, with the clouds far behind, adds to the momentum and vitality of the entire bronze statue, enhancing its vividness and imagery. More than half of its body is suspended outside the pedestal, making it a challenging task to maintain its balance and keep it standing here for a long time.

The base is constructed using 360 different types and more than 2,500 pieces of granite with various specifications. Controlling the weight, dimensions, and color of each base stone is also very difficult.

The artistic value of these works, and the painstaking efforts of Wanshou Tai Creation Society in creating these sculptures and buildings, as well as various ingenious ideas.

The communication with Cui Zai Xian was very pleasant and brought many benefits to Linlou. These benefits include both artistic and technical aspects, all of which Linlou had not previously encountered.

Other countries' famous artwork can be found in Lin's database, but North Korea's artists are a bit different. It's hard to find information about them without talking to the artists themselves.

Linlou also introduced many advanced technical methods to Cui Zaixian, following the principle of repaying kindness with kindness. However, they did not discuss much about artistic concepts, as this topic is somewhat sensitive and Linlou is worried about causing trouble for him.

It's a pity that Lin Lou is leaving for his home country tomorrow, and Cui Zai Xian is also busy with work. So they chatted for a while and had to end the conversation. However, looking at the progress of the construction of this sculpture, perhaps when Lin Lou visits Urudhi again next time, Cui Zai Xian will still be here. They can continue their conversation then.

"Comrade Cui Zaixian, it has been a very pleasant exchange with you. The artistic achievements of Wanshou Studio are truly amazing. I hope that the next time I come to Urudi, I can still have such interactions with you all." Before leaving, Lin Lou shook hands once again with Cui Zaixian and expressed his gratitude.

"Comrade Lin, I have also benefited greatly from communicating with you, and I am looking forward to our future exchanges." Cui Zaixian also knew about the progress of the construction of the Shenggu Sports Stadium. Perhaps in a few months, the two of them would be able to meet again.

Both sides waved goodbye, and then Linlou and the others got into the car and left. When they turned the corner, they could no longer see the other side. It was only then that Guo Yigang and the others completely relaxed. The person next to Cui Zai-xian had been staring at them, which had put them under quite a bit of pressure.

After returning to the embassy in the evening, Ambassador Shirui Sheng tidied up a table for Linlou and the others, and asked Linlou to help bring back some local specialties from Ulud to their family.

Linglou did not return empty-handed. They bought some banana beer, Urudi coffee beans, and some other local specialties to bring back on the plane.

Arriving in Hong Kong for another transit, Linlou met up with Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian. Then they all returned to Beijing together. Alphonsus is about to come over, so they need to be prepared on their end as well.

At this moment, Lin Lou particularly misses the internet era. Back then, there was no need for constantly flying all over the world for meetings. Any issues could be resolved through a video conference, and drawings could be sent through the internet, making things much less troublesome.

It is a pity that this year the father of the Internet, Tim Berners-Lee, just started working at CERN in Europe. It will be another five years before he proposes the concept of the World Wide Web, and six years before the world's first web browser is born. The development of the Internet era still has a long way to go.

It will be a long time before the arrival of the remote networked office era. Until then, the Lin Building can only continue to use this complex communication method.

After returning, take a day off to rest, and then start working. First, finish organizing the internal work, and then Alphonsus will bring his team over.

Grem Bozanbak also came with him. Linlou had invited him to come to China to give a lecture several times, and he finally came this time. Linlou arranged for them to stay at Xiangshan Hotel.

Upon seeing this uniquely styled restaurant, Alphons and Grimbald were both very amazed, and they forgot about their travel fatigue, allowing Linlou to take them around for a tour.

After walking around the restaurant, Gombe Baozamba praised, "Originally, I thought that Bei had reached the end of his career in architectural design, but I didn't expect that at such an old age, he could still surpass himself. He will definitely achieve greater success in the future, and his position in architectural history will continue to rise."

"Furthermore, Lin, you can already collaborate with Mr. Bei, a renowned architect, at the age of eighteen and produce such high-level works. Your future will be equally bright!"

Maybe he will become an architect who can be compared to masters like I.M. Pei or Le Corbusier in the future. Gembazanbak muttered to himself.
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After a good rest, according to the previously agreed schedule, Gembozanbake and Alphans went to Tsinghua University to give a lecture. Gembozanbake mainly talked about architectural design concepts. Although the Lin Building also mentioned some of the latest French architectural concepts in architectural history, it is different to have the person involved to speak in person rather than reading a book.

Kembozambak spoke in French, with Linlou translating into Chinese on the side. It's much better to have one architect translate for another compared to someone from the foreign language department, after all, there are many rare professional terms in the construction industry. Those from the foreign language department may not be very familiar with these terms, so there may be mistakes or omissions in the translation process.

Gram Baozan's brilliant speech, combined with Lin Lou's accurate translation, brought a perfect presentation to the students of Tsinghua University, allowing them to gain tremendous benefits.

The distinguished guest from France obviously cannot just give one speech after coming all the way here. So, the day after the speech, Greim Bozanbak once again stood on the platform, but this time, he spoke not as an architect, but as the dean of the Paris School of Architecture, discussing how France and other developed countries in Europe and America carry out architectural education.

The current backwardness of China in the field of architecture is comprehensive, including architectural design, construction, research, and talent training. "Gehry, Baozan, and Buck" outlines how world-renowned architecture schools such as the Paris School of Architecture, Harvard, and the London Consortium nurture talent.

From the professional settings to the course arrangements, to the teaching philosophy, teaching methods, and continuing education after graduation, Grembawzamabak spoke on stage. Teachers and students of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University below quickly took notes, greedily absorbing these valuable knowledge and experience.

China today is indeed in great need of such advanced experience. Acquiring the latest knowledge and experience may be very challenging for them, so everyone knows that this opportunity is hard-won, and no one is willing to relax for even a second.

When Lin Lou was translating on stage, he couldn't help but wonder about the audience's condition. He suspected that many of them hadn't slept after listening to the speech yesterday, and had stayed up all night discussing the content presented by Grembo Zambak. Continuing to attend lectures today after such a schedule would surely take a toll on their bodies.

The original plan was to have Alphonse come over to give a speech tomorrow, but now it seems better to reschedule and let them take a break first, so as to avoid anyone getting hurt.

At the end of the speech, thunderous applause erupted from the audience, just as it had when both Ieoh Ming Pei and Kisho Kurokawa had given their speeches. Sincerely, the faculty and students of the architecture department expressed their gratitude.

Next is the time for questions. The teachers and students in the audience raise their hands like a forest. This speech has addressed many long-standing problems for them, while also bringing forth new questions. Due to time constraints, Gembao Zanbak did not elaborate on many details, and they all want to know the answers.

Linlou helped to select three teachers and three students to ask questions. Gebu Baozanback answered them one by one, and the lecture was only considered finished after that. However, the questioning did not end there. It continued all the way until the school banquet for Gebu Baozanback and others, with several old professors still posing questions to Gebu Baozanback at the dinner table.

"Lin, your compatriots are really enthusiastic and eager to learn! Although your country's economy is not very developed at the moment, if even one thousandth or even ten thousandth of the Chinese people have one-tenth of their enthusiasm, I believe that China's future will definitely astound the world!"

After the banquet, on the way back, Gembawazanbak praised that despite feeling a bit tired of answering the questions, he still felt the Chinese people's eagerness to learn, and deeply admired it.

"I firmly believe in this!" Lin replied confidently. As someone who had experienced the economic miracle created by China over the past thirty years, he was extremely clear about it.

"Perhaps in several years, you will come to China to bid for large projects? By then, it's possible that among your competitors, there could be teachers or students who were here today to listen to your speech! In the future, China's construction speed and project quantity are indeed very fast, so much so that many world-renowned architects come to China to secure projects."

Gehry was no exception. He designed the Opera House of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in Shanghai, borrowing the U-shaped space of the classical opera house, which can effectively meet the acoustic requirements. In terms of appearance, it maintains a high degree of consistency with the surrounding buildings, and the color and texture of each venue are inspired by brick patterns.

"If it's true, then it must be a very interesting thing!" Graham Bosanbach laughed, but in his heart, he still had some doubts and didn't think he would come to China for the project.

Haha, no matter how you feel now, in another twenty years, you will be saying "This is the good stuff" just like Wang Jingze. By then, the large-scale urban construction movements in developed countries such as Europe and America will have ended, and many European and American architects will have difficulty finding challenging work in their home countries, so they will turn their attention to China.

In his previous life, Lin Lou met a Dutch architect while participating in a theater project bidding. After the bidding, he chatted with the architect and was surprised by the architect's quote, which was much lower than his own. He immediately voiced his doubts.

The Dutch architect replied, "I have been doing architectural design for my whole life and have never worked on a theater project before. It has been many years since a new theater has been built in Europe. Now that I have the opportunity, I would rather not make money and take on this project to make up for the regrets in my career."

This response left Mr. Lin speechless. If others don't even want to make money, how can I compete with them? When the bidding results came out, the Dutch architect turned out to be the successful bidder. Although his design may not necessarily be better than the other competitors, his bid was just too low. From a profit perspective, the developer would choose him.

The next day, there was no further lecture, and the school also issued a notice to postpone Alphonse's speech. Lin Lou took them around Beijing, taking them to the Forbidden City, the square, to appreciate the charm of ancient Chinese architecture and classic modern Chinese architecture.

Then, return to the auditorium of Tsinghua University again, and let Alphons introduce the current situation of the international architectural design field and the rules of international competition. Although there are few architects with the ability and willingness to participate in international bidding other than Lin Lou, it is never wrong to plant this seed in their hearts in advance.

Moreover, even though Chinese architects are not able to go out in the short term, foreign architects continue to come in. They may soon encounter foreign architectural design units as competitors. Before they compete, it is good for the teachers and students present to understand their working methods. There is absolutely no harm in it.

Alfangsu is quite witty. During the speech, he used the bidding for the international airport project in the capital of Latvia as an example and conducted a detailed analysis, especially praising Linlou's contributions. This made many teachers and students in the audience proud, indicating that China can also produce very talented architects!

Before Linlou used to conduct research on this topic, but he always refrained from boasting about himself during his speeches. Al Fangsi, on the other hand, had no qualms about it. Not only would it require no effort for him to say these things, but it would also help enhance his relationship with Linlou. So, why not? He went on at length, even revealing the bet between Linlou and Sinclair.

When I heard that Lin defeated Sinclair, forcing him to run naked downstairs, the entire auditorium burst into laughter. This story is really interesting.

"Xiao Lou, this is really something. We Chinese have always been generous. Being so inflexible seems a bit inappropriate, don't you think?" the teacher said with a smile.

"Haha, this isn't something Xiaolou picked, blame that foreigner for his own actions! Think about it from a different perspective, what if Xiaolou lost? Would that Sinclair guy let Xiaolou off? Since that's the case, why should we be foolishly generous?" More teachers and students found it very enjoyable.

"Leaving other things aside, Xiao Lou's courage is truly admirable! Not only did he dare to travel all the way to Europe to compete with others, but also dared to make such a big bet. If it were me, I definitely wouldn't have the courage!" someone admired.

"Before, we only saw foreign architects working on projects in China. Now, Chinese architects can also go abroad and work on projects in Europe! This is really great! Ah, I wonder if Xiaolou's place still needs people. If I had the chance to participate in international bidding, I would even consider quitting my job as a teacher."

Alfonso's speech also brought an unexpected joy, and many young teachers who attended the speech had the idea of working at the Linlou law firm.

After hearing about this matter, other schools are also preparing to invite Gem Bozanback and Alphans to give lectures. Unfortunately, Gem Bozanback's schedule has ended and he needs to return to France. Alphans also needs to discuss work with Linlou and then go to Latvia, so they can only politely decline.

This has once again made the students of Tsinghua University proud. Just watch, whenever a renowned architect from abroad comes to China, they will definitely come to our university to give a lecture. If you want to listen, just come to the auditorium and line up.

"Lin, our plan has caused quite a stir in the European architectural community. This new design has surprised many people. Although tent-like structures have been seen before, the scale of this project, as well as its permanent nature, is unprecedented in European history, and even in the world at large!"

Before the meeting started, Alphans conveyed the latest developments in Europe to Linlou. This situation brought great fame to his architectural firm, as not only did journalists frequently come to interview him, there were also people who actively invited him to bid or directly commissioned designs, resulting in a significant increase in business for his firm, Alphans-Pavard Architecture.

In these businesses, some he can handle, while others are beyond his capability. "Recently, I was invited to bid for a project in Germany. I still want to partner with you. Are you interested?"

"Of course, no problem. Once we finish discussing the Riga Capital Airport project, we can talk about this project! Although Linlou is still preparing to secure the design work for the Asian Games main stadium, he still has time to take on new projects."

His team of staff is increasing, and they are all very capable. He no longer needs to personally oversee every detail like he did when designing the Houde School teaching building and Shanghai Youth League office building. Now he just needs to provide the creative direction, much like the renowned architects, Pei, Zaha, and Tadao, ensuring the quality of the products.

This is also a common practice in many large firms, as it would be a waste of their talents to have those architectural masters bound by trivial administrative work.

Even though Alphonse was very grateful for the praise and the invitation to participate in other projects, in the subsequent meeting, Linlou still refused to budge and insisted on dividing the shares based on the performance of both parties.

Alfons is feeling quite depressed, but he has no choice. He wants to end things with Linlou, but if they break up, his law firm will not have the same success it does now. They won't be able to secure the Riga Capital Airport project in Latvia, and they are unable to win the bid for the project in Germany.

After enjoying the scenery, Alphons is no longer willing to return to the obscure years of the past. He is now grateful that Linlou is in China, so he can continue to collaborate with Linlou relying on his familiarity with Europe.

The reputation of Lin Lou can attract European property owners to come to China and invite him to design. As long as the two parties do not fall out, he and his firm still have a few good years ahead of them.

Alfonso reluctantly accepted the allocation method, then brought the organized interim results and went to Latvia together.

After a long flight, the group landed at the airport on the outskirts of Dum City with exhaustion. Compared to their last visit, the airport had undergone some new changes.

Many workers and large machinery are busy on the vacant land planned for the new terminal. They are currently working on land leveling, and once that is completed, the construction drawings should be ready, and formal construction can begin.

Lanlou and Alphons went to take a look with everyone, and the workers' performance was very good. They worked diligently and professionally, but Lanlou was curious about the workers' skin color. Since Latveria is predominantly white, why are these workers East Asian?

"Alphons, where did these workers come from?" Linlou asked.

“Oh, the country south of the northern peninsula of your country!”

So you are from the south, what a coincidence! I just met someone from the north in Uluudi and now I am meeting someone from the south.

Tomorrow updates will resume, but they may be a bit delayed.
Chapter 457 It's not easy for any country to rise

"Lithuania is still in the early stages of development, with relatively limited financial resources and a shortage of construction workers domestically. It is necessary to hire foreign workers, but hiring workers from Germany or France would be too expensive. The workers from South Korea have performed well in Germany before and, more importantly, they are relatively inexpensive, so they have hired a large number of South Korean workers," Alphonsus explained.

"A very rational approach!" Lin Lou now understood. When it comes to construction capabilities, South Korea is indeed formidable. The world's tallest building, the Burj Khalifa, was constructed by Samsung C&T from South Korea. After completing this project, high-yield projects in the Middle East flocked to them, allowing Samsung C&T to earn a full pot of gold.

In addition, the highest iconic buildings in Malaysia, the "Petronas Twin Towers," and the tallest building in Taiwan, the "Taipei 101," are also products of Samsung C&T. They are at the forefront of the world in skyscrapers, high-tech factory facilities, roads and bridges, ports, energy, and comprehensive apartments. Samsung C&T has thus become one of the world's top construction companies.

"Can you believe that there are so many South Korean workers who come all the way to Europe to build houses?" Li Qingxi and others couldn't quite understand, and curiously asked.

"This is not the first time they have done this. Overseas construction is now one of the main economic sources in South Goryeo," Lin explained to them with interest.

Today, although it is still the 1980s, South Korea's accumulation in the field of construction has already begun. It is now laying the foundation for the economic takeoff of South Korea, and it has completed the era when the Han River Miracle, which transformed South Korea from an agricultural country to an industrial nation, occurred. In addition to the influence of the United States, the export of construction labor has also made a very important contribution to enabling South Korea to achieve this miracle.

In the 1960s, American soldiers suffered heavy casualties in Vietnam, leading to domestic pressure. To alleviate the military casualties and pressure, the United States planned to find a third-party country to shoulder the burden. The United States considered Japan and South Korea, with Japan having made substantial profits during the war in the 1950s. Thus, the United States adopted a balancing approach, focusing primarily on South Korea.

Park Chung-hee shrewdly seized the opportunity to make a deal with the United States — sending troops to the Vietnam War in exchange for the production and trade of American military supplies. Because the United States was far from the Vietnam battlefield, the location for supplying materials and production was more advantageous in South Korea and Japan. Therefore, the United States agreed to the exchange conditions of South Korea and provided a large amount of technical and financial assistance to South Korea, leading to comprehensive growth in South Korean industry and economy overnight.

During the Korean War, while the US military was fighting on the front lines, South Koreans were helping the US military by repairing military facilities in the rear, gradually gaining experience. After the war, the US military stayed in South Korea. However, the infrastructure in South Korea could not meet the needs of the US military. Therefore, the US military paid South Korean construction companies to build a large number of ports, airports, roads, barracks, and defense projects.

During this process, South Goryeo construction enterprises have grown rapidly, popularizing English, mastering advanced construction technology and management knowledge, and introducing heavy machinery and equipment, laying the foundation to win this order.

After the outbreak of the Vietnam War, Park Chung-hee sent troops to support the United States. In return, the United States entrusted all construction projects in Vietnam to the South Korea company, Namgoree Construction Enterprise. As a result, Namgoree Construction Enterprise began its overseas expeditions. Starting from Vietnam, the company continued to accumulate experience, expanded its market, and became more adept in overseas construction business.

During this period, South Korea had accumulated a certain amount of funds and technology and decided to transition from light industry to heavy industry. However, at this time, the Middle East War broke out, and Arab countries decided to use oil as a weapon to teach Western countries a lesson. They continuously raised oil prices through means such as price hikes, production cuts, and embargoes, triggering an economic crisis.

North Korea does not produce oil and has very little coal reserves. Its energy supply almost entirely depends on imports. If there is an embargo on oil or a price increase, the consequences will definitely be disastrous: energy shortages, fluctuating prices, depletion of foreign exchange reserves, expanding deficits, and the country is on the brink of bankruptcy.

In order to get through the crisis, Nangawli launched an energy-saving campaign, calling on each family to use electrical appliances and cars for only 27 days per month, saving 10% of energy. Various industries have shortened their operating hours, limited vehicle operations, restricted the use of neon lights, and restricted other non-essential energy-consuming activities.

But conservation can only alleviate the problem, not solve it. If the issue of oil supply or foreign exchange income (which can be used to purchase oil) is not resolved, not only will heavy industrialization be impossible, but the normal operation of the country will also be uncertain.

Developed countries have thick blood, strong resistance, and many solutions. North Korea is not a developed country, its industrialization is just beginning, and its ability to resist attacks is not sufficient. Therefore, it can only find its own way out.

After a thorough exploration and analysis, South Korea found a very unique approach - infrastructure construction and labor export to the Middle East to earn foreign exchange, offset the huge deficit in oil imports, and earn back the dollars spent on purchasing oil, known as the "oil-dollar reverse flow plan".

When the economic crisis caused by the oil crisis ravaged the Western world, oil-producing countries in the Middle East made a fortune from the surge in oil prices, attracting a massive influx of global capital and transforming many oil-producing countries from extreme poverty to immense wealth. For example, Saudi Arabia's fiscal revenue in 1971 was only 1.4 billion US dollars, but after the oil crisis, it skyrocketed to over 100 billion US dollars.

With money, people want to improve their lives, exchange camels for cars, tents for villas, and turn dilapidated rural areas into modern cities. The infrastructure construction gap represents a huge market opportunity.

On the other hand, due to the lower level of development and smaller population in these countries, the quality and quantity of labor force are not sufficient. Therefore, these countries cannot rely on their own strength to carry out infrastructure construction.

The South Korean company accumulated enough equipment and experience by serving as porters for Americans during the two wars. The Americans were also satisfied with the construction capabilities of the South Koreans. A US military engineer who had been transferred from Vietnam to the Middle East, upon seeing the situation there, wrote to the familiar Sanhuan Company, inviting them to participate in the bidding.

The first project of Sanhuan Company is a highway. They worked day and night in the hot weather of the Middle East. Although the project resulted in a loss, they gained a good reputation. The Middle Eastern tycoons think that Nangali Construction Company is hardworking, does good work, and offers low prices, and as a result, they are placing orders one after another.

Modern companies, Samsung Group, and East Asia Construction Company and other large companies from South Korea have successively entered the Middle Eastern construction industry. From 1974 to 1979, the construction contracts secured by South Korea in the Middle East amounted to a total value of 41 billion US dollars. It is worth noting that in 1976, South Korea's total fiscal budget was only less than 2 billion US dollars.

It can be said that without these enterprises earning US dollars for them in the Middle East, South Korea would never have been able to achieve the Han River Miracle, and might have been brought to its knees in the oil crisis.

In addition to the Middle East, they also export labor to Europe. Due to the impact of World War II, countries such as Germany lost almost a whole generation of young people, resulting in a significant shortage of labor. As a result, South Korea began exporting nurses, miners, construction workers, and other labor personnel to these countries.

They provide services to these European countries at extremely low prices and endure harsh working conditions. German workers have easier jobs, while South Korean workers have the most tiring and dangerous jobs, but their income is only a fraction of German workers, let alone benefits.

After listening to all this, Li Qingxi and others remained silent for a while before finally saying, "We used to always hear that the economy in South Korea is developed, and they can even host the Olympics. Now we realize that they have also gone through hardships."

"The rise of that country was not easy at all!" Linlou sighed. In the early days, England forced numerous children into textile factories, with the vast majority of child laborers not surviving past the age of three. This was how they defeated their competitors, sacrificing countless lives of Irish and Indian people, to achieve the glory of the empire where the sun never sets.

In the past, Americans forged ahead in the American continent, enduring the exploitation of the British and sacrificing countless Native Americans and African slaves, in order to achieve the status of a world power.

The story of Japanese sending batches of women to the South Seas as prostitutes to accumulate initial capital is well known. After the war, they used the same means to make a large number of their own women serve the US troops stationed in Japan, while men worked hard in factories to produce goods, thus achieving a post-war resurgence.

The South Koreans are the same. In the scorching deserts of the Middle East with temperatures reaching 30-40 degrees Celsius, while workers from other countries seek relief from the heat, South Korean workers are sweating profusely and continue to work tirelessly, fully embodying the spirit of diligence, endurance, and perseverance of East Asian people.

In Germany, male workers sweat in gloomy mines and dusty construction sites, while female caregivers tend to the unbearable patients, sometimes even wiping and moving corpses for German nurses.

When it comes to holidays, while the Germans are leisurely drinking beer in the bar, they can only play football for entertainment next to their cramped dormitories. Occasionally, they may see Carvajal's brave performance in Frankfurt in the newspapers, which becomes the happiest time for these Nangali people. If there is an important match, a few of them even grit their teeth and spend money to buy tickets to cheer for their Nangali heroes. Perhaps this is also one of the reasons for the future rise of Nangali football!

"Don't just look at our country as it is now, we may be trailing behind, but we are more hardworking and resilient than the people from South Korea. It's inevitable that we will catch up with them, and even surpass them in the future!" Lin Lou exclaimed.

In the process of China's rise in the future, the humiliation and suffering they endured is no less than that of others, but eventually they stood at the top of the world. They can see that the day when China returns to its rightful place in history is getting closer, and if they hadn't crossed over, at Lin Lou's age, they could have witnessed this day with their own eyes.

"The Chinese workers are very hardworking and resilient. Can we also learn from the South Koreans and compete in the international market? Inspired by the rise of South Korea, Li Qingxi and others began to seriously consider promoting the export of Chinese labor services to earn foreign exchange for the country."

"This is definitely worth a try! We were responsible for the design of the capital airport project in Latvia, and we must be cautious. However, there are still many construction projects in Latvia that need to be carried out, so there are definitely plenty of opportunities! Our workers charge lower fees than those from South Korea. In terms of technology, we may not be on par with them for now, but not all projects have high requirements. And as long as we are willing to learn, we can also master it!" After careful consideration, Linlou found that there seemed to be real hope in this matter.

"After this meeting, I'll talk to Solt-Kadah and the others privately about this matter and hear their thoughts first," Linlou decided to subtly bring up the topic first.

"Then let's postpone our return for a few days, gather more project data, and see what we can do now!" Compared with the workers in South Korea, Chinese workers currently have shortcomings in English as well as modern equipment and construction techniques, so we can only start with relatively simple projects."

Danlinlou absolutely believes in the learning ability and quality of these workers. The title of a major construction country in the future is not given for nothing. China's construction teams have long been involved in business all over the world and have won bids in overseas competitions against large companies such as Samsung C&T and Daewoo Engineering & Construction from South Korea.

"Okay, let's go! Let's finish the important tasks quickly and then get to work!" Linlou and the others may not benefit much from this matter, but everyone hopes for their own country to be better.

The country urgently needs foreign exchange. If we could use architectural labor export to exchange for foreign exchange like South Korea, even if it means losing money, the country is willing to do it.

"Who are those people? Who is the young man in the middle?" After Linlou and the others left, several construction management personnel from Nangao Li also gathered together to discuss.

"Is Lin Lou one of the designers of this airport? Ah, we work so hard here to earn so little, while he can make tens of millions of dollars by just drawing a few pictures! It's really unfair!" Someone couldn't help but complain.

These days, the per capita GDP of South Korea is close to 1400 US dollars, while China's is less than 300. Therefore, people in South Korea can finally hold their heads high when looking at China. However, the emergence of Linlou has made them feel incredibly frustrated.

In the capital airport project in Latvia, Linlou's status is without a doubt much higher than theirs. Perhaps in the future, they will have to listen to Linlou. Just thinking about this, how can they not feel frustrated?

They still don't know what Lin Lou and others said to Li Qingxi just now. If they knew, they would feel even more frustrated. Once China enters the international construction market, it will inevitably pose a threat to the current share held by South Korea. Once China gets a piece of the pie, South Korea's share will naturally decrease.

Lin Lou and Alfonso quickly met with Solt-Kadarr and others. After a pleasant conversation, Lin Lou began to probe his opinions.

I'm back. There's another chapter in the afternoon.
Chapter 458 Going Out

"Mr. Lin, personally speaking, I definitely hope to have more construction units from various countries participating in the bidding process for the Latvia project. However, as a staff member of the Latvian Ministry of Construction, I am also responsible for the quality of these buildings," Solt-Kadar said cautiously.

The Chinese construction team has not yet proven themselves overseas, unlike the South Korean construction units. They have already built excellent architectural works in the Middle East and Germany many times. Allowing them to participate in the bidding will also give Solte-Kadar some peace of mind.

"Although China used to be relatively closed and took on very few foreign construction projects, it was not nonexistent. There were projects built in countries like Cuba and Mongolia in the past. The Holy Drum Stadium that I designed in Uludi was also constructed by a Chinese aid unit. You have also seen the design plans for this project, so you must be very clear about the construction difficulty!"

Lin Lou took out photos of the construction site of the Shenggu Stadium from the file bag. "You can have a look. Our workers have done a great job. They have the ability to construct buildings of a certain standard."

"Of course, the Capital Airport project has utilized many advanced technological achievements. We are relatively weaker in this aspect, but I have also learned that in the city of Dum, there are many projects, as well as in other cities in Latvia, that have not used too many advanced technologies. Perhaps we can make some beneficial attempts in these projects!"

"As you just mentioned, it would be great to have more construction units participating in the project bidding, which is also a great thing for Latvia! And I can guarantee that our quotation will be lower than the construction team from South Korea!" Latvia's accumulation has just begun, and they do not have much money to waste on construction, so they must be very sensitive to the price."

Otherwise, they would not have hired South Korean construction teams to be in charge of the land leveling work for the airport project. In any case, their construction expertise is definitely not as good as that of German or French workers at the present time.

"I'll take a look!" Solt Qadar took the photos and examined them. "The construction site looks very tidy and well-organized," was his first reaction. This is an important factor in proving the level of a construction unit, reflecting the high or low level of on-site management. If the site were chaotic, the level of this construction unit would certainly not be high.

"Do we still need local African workers?" Solt-Cadar was even more surprised when he saw the scene in the photo of the black young man using a theodolite. Discrimination against Africans by Europeans has a long history. They have always believed that these people can only do very basic work, and they cannot handle anything technical.

From the photos, it can be seen that these workers perform very well under Meng Zhijun's management, showing no signs of laziness or unprofessionalism. This raises the assessment of the management level of Chinese construction units.

"Yes, when we are working on this project, we are not just building a national stadium for them, but also taking on the responsibility of training professional technical talents for Urdi," Lin Lou added.

Solte-Kadar became more interested. As the Deputy Minister of Construction in Latvia, he also pays attention to the training of domestic architectural talents. He even spent a lot of money to invite professional talents from Europe and the United States to train young people in the country. However, pure training is not the same as on-site practical teaching.

"So, if we invite your construction unit to help us with the project, will you also train technical personnel for us?" When the Chinese mentioned training their own personnel, Solte-Cadár initially found it awkward, as in the eyes of many Europeans, China is still very backward.

But the photos presented by Linlou also prove that the Chinese are indeed quite skilled in the field of construction, and historically, Latvia is not considered a developed country - they also faced discrimination in Europe. Therefore, biases towards other countries should be minimized, and Solt-Cathar adjusted to this with only slight discomfort.

"Take another look at these photos. This is the Xiangshan Hotel project that I assisted Mr. I.M. Pei in designing, which once won the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects! In terms of details, the construction quality in some aspects of this project is even higher than that of the Saint Gobain Stadium!" Lin Lou handed over more photos.

Fortunately, Linlou also planned to participate in the bidding for the German project with Alphons when he came to Europe this time, so he prepared a lot of materials in advance. Otherwise, it would be difficult to explain to Solt-Kadar.

"The feeling of looking at the renderings and looking at the photos is indeed different. The construction of these decorative parts is very detailed and well-executed!" Sölde-Kadar is knowledgeable and quickly recognized the construction level of the Fragrant Hills Hotel.

Linlou also sighed in his heart. It was not in vain to force Li Lanzhou and others to improve the construction standards. Not only did they build a better Xiangshan Hotel, but they also opened a window for Chinese construction units to go abroad.

"We do have plans to build multiple hotels in the city of Dumu recently. After all, we have excellent tourism resources, and in order to fully utilize these resources, we need convenient transportation, hotels of various levels, and other supporting facilities. Since construction units in your country can build outstanding works like the Xiangshan Hotel, I believe they are indeed capable of participating in the bidding for these hotel projects!"

Upon seeing the Xiangshan Hotel, Solt-Kadar finally relaxed and stated that the construction level of this hotel exceeds that of most existing hotels in Latvia, which is sufficient to prove the capability of Chinese construction companies.

He thought for a moment and said, "We also have a mountain resort hotel project, similar to the type of Xiangshan Hotel. We are planning to start the bidding process soon. Since you have experience in similar projects, I will have my secretary send you an invitation to bid later. After you go back, you can ask this company to participate in the bidding!"

"If you eventually win this project and can satisfy the people of Latvia during the construction process, I will definitely give you more opportunities in the future!"

Solt-Kadal sighed regretfully, "It's a pity that the architectural design for this project has already been decided, otherwise I would have definitely invited you to participate in the design of this hotel project. The Xiangshan Hotel is truly beautiful!"

"This project is mainly contributed by Mr. Pei, I am just assisting Mr. Pei!" Lin Lou first habitually humbly said, and then unmistakably said, "But I do have some experience in tourist resort projects, and I believe since Latvia has so many valuable tourism resources, there will definitely be other resort or hotel projects in the future, and we can continue to cooperate at that time."

"Haha, then it's settled. If there's such an opportunity, I will definitely notify you first!" Solt-Cadar directly told Linlou without mentioning Alphons. Through previous meetings, he also noticed that Linlou's contribution to the capital airport project was greater than Alphons.

And Linlou's level is also much higher than Alfangs, so there is definitely no need to let both of them participate in this project together in the future. Inviting Linlou alone is enough; maybe even bidding won't be necessary at that time, as long as Linlou's conceptual draft can satisfy them, the project will be his.

When he left, Linlou received the bidding invitation and then took Li Qingxi and others to the site to gather a lot of information before leaving Latvia.

Then I went to Germany with Alphons and chatted with the first party. This is a museum project, not big or small in scale. The design fee is definitely not as high as the Riga Capital Airport in Latvia, but there is a lot of space for free play. If done well, it can easily help you gain reputation for yourself.

So Linlou chose to participate in the bidding for this project. After collecting the necessary information in Germany, he went to Paris for a few days to finalize the general direction of the bidding proposal before returning to China.

After returning, Lin Lou went straight to Li Lanzhou's house from the airport without taking a break. It can be said that in the construction of holiday resorts in the country, he and his construction team are definitely the best, after all, they have been strictly supervised by himself, and Sorte-Kadar also emphasized the need to let them participate in the bidding.

"Lin Gong, you're such a rare visitor. Come on in and have a seat!" Seeing Lin Lou coming in, Li Lan Zhou was very happy and quickly invited him into the house, asking his wife to cook and entertain Lin Lou.

"I won't stand on ceremony then! Sister-in-law, I'll trouble you!" This matter can't be explained in a few words. Lin Lou estimated that he would have to spend the whole night here today, so he readily agreed.

"Is this Xiao Jun? Here, Uncle has something for you, take it!" Lin Lou patted Li Lan's child's head, then took out a toy bought from Paris and handed it to him. This child was quite sensible, although his eyes lit up at the sight of the toy, he still waited for Li Lan to give permission before taking it.

"Thank you Uncle Lin!" The child bowed to Uncle Lin in thanks, then hurried back to the room to play with toys, leaving only Lin Lou and Li Lan Zhou in the living room.

"I'll go call Lao Chen over, he's always talking about you! He'll definitely want to have a good drink with you later!" Li Lan Zhou arranged the tea, melon seeds, and so on, then left.

He didn't go up or down the stairs. He just shouted a few times in the hallway, and Chen Zhonghu came over. He has now moved to the family housing area of Building 6.

"Hey, Lin, you're here! Old Li and I often hear about you representing our country abroad. Wait here, I'll go get some good wine. We have to have a good drink with you today!" Sure enough, as soon as Chen Zhonghu saw Lin Lou, he immediately shouted about drinking, then turned around and went to get the wine as soon as he entered the door.

Linlou wanted to stop him, but he didn't. In no time, Chen Zhonghu returned with four bottles of Maotai, placed them on the table, and said, "These were given to me when I met the old chief last time. I haven't had the heart to drink them. Now that Lin is here, we can finally drink them. Let's finish these bottles first, and if it's not enough, I'll go back and get more!"

Upon hearing this, Lin Lou's face turned green immediately. Three people and four bottles of wine? Each person one and a half catties? Are you asking me to go back lying down? He quickly waved his hand and said, "Today is a serious matter. Just a symbolic gesture with the wine will do. We can have a proper drink next time!"

"Hi, let's talk about important matters tomorrow?" Chen Zhonghu still wanted to make a fuss.

Li Lanzhou immediately thought of another matter and quickly asked, "Lin, are there plans to renovate the Asian Games venue? Don't worry, as long as the project is given to our construction company, I will definitely arrange the best construction workers to get the job done well!"

"The Asian Games Organizing Committee has not been established yet. It is estimated that it will not be established until next year. After determining the design plan and officially starting construction, it will take at least until 1986 at the earliest! However, what I'm about to say this time is no less important than the Asian Games!" Linlou took out the bid invitation letter given to him by Solt-Kadar from his bag.

"Invitation to Bid?" Li Lan Zhou had a good command of English, and she quickly understood the title at a glance. She immediately took over and diligently studied it.

Chen Zhonghuo was a bit confused and quickly asked, "What bidding invitation letter, Lao Li, can you translate it for me?"

"It's an invitation to bid for the construction of a resort hotel in the Alps in the city of Dumme, issued by the Department of Construction in Latvia," Li Lan explained briefly.

"What? Let us go abroad to work on a project?" Chen Zhonghu was even more puzzled, "Aren't we the construction unit of Beijing City? Can we still take on projects overseas?"

"When I went to Latvia this time, I saw the workers from South Korea working on leveling the airport land..." Linlou recounted the background of this matter and the history of the labor export unit from South Korea to them.

"I thought at the time, our country is really lacking foreign exchange. Since the Southern Goryeo people are able to earn foreign exchange for the country by undertaking projects overseas, why can't we also go out and exchange valuable foreign exchange for the country's economic development? So I mentioned this to Mr. Solte-Kadahl, Deputy Minister of Construction of Latvia."

Originally, Mr. Qadar had doubts about our construction capabilities. However, after I showed him the photos of the Xiangshan Hotel, he was very impressed with the strength of our Six Construction company, so he gave us this opportunity!

"The labor cost for this resort hotel project is approximately around 10 million US dollars. If we can secure this project, it means we can exchange precious foreign exchange of 10 million US dollars for the country. By then, our company will become a great contributor to the country!"

"And besides excluding those aid projects, it will be the first time our country's construction unit has participated in an international bidding. If we can win the bid, you will be the first domestic construction unit to achieve this!"

Upon hearing this, Li Lanzhou and Chen Zhonghu both felt an intense surge of emotion.
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"Old Li, we must seize this opportunity at Six Construction!" As a former soldier, Chen Zhonghu had a strong determination to take the lead, and he was unwilling to miss out on such a good opportunity.

"However, participating in the international bidding process requires a substantial investment. It will cost money for airfare, accommodation, and meals for a group of people going overseas. The expenditure would amount to tens of thousands of US dollars. Can our unit afford such a large sum of money?" Li Lan Zhou hesitated, recognizing that while it's a good opportunity, the cost is quite high.

If the final bidding is successful, everything will be fine, but if it fails, he will have to take responsibility, which he may not be able to bear. More importantly, as Lin said, domestic construction units have never participated in international bidding before, and everyone is at a loss as to what to do.

"There is indeed a certain amount of risk, but the returns are also high. This is a project worth ten million. You should know that our country's total foreign exchange reserves were only eighty-nine billion US dollars last year! Just this deal alone is worth more than one-thousandth of the foreign exchange reserves! If this news gets out, if you are not willing to do it, companies like China Construction and China Railway will definitely be eager to take it on!" Lin reminded.

"Lin is right! What did the Goryeo people look like after our team beat them back then? If we could win over them on the battlefield, then we can definitely do what they did back then, and we can do it even better!"
Chen Zhonghuo didn't think much of the southern Goryeo people, as his troops had certainly beaten them in battle many times before.

"This is a bit different. Initially, the South Koreans helped the US military build buildings. Later, they went to Germany and the Middle East to undertake construction projects. They do have richer experience and advanced technology, but as long as we dare to go out, catching up with or even surpassing them is just a matter of time!" Lin said with a smile.

"As long as they can go abroad, there will be no shortage of foreign exchange to be earned in the future, and the people from the southern part of Korea have made a lot of money through undertaking projects overseas! In just five years, from 1974 to 1979, they secured construction contracts in the Middle East worth a total of 41 billion US dollars." Afraid that they might not be enticed, Lin Lou added fuel to the fire.

"Over 40 billion US dollars? This amount of money would be more than enough to replace all the equipment for our entire military!" Upon hearing this figure, Chen Zhonghu was dumbfounded. After all, the total military expenditure of our country last year was only 17.7 billion, and that was in RMB!"

"We won't say much, even if it's a bit difficult at the beginning. We can only secure one percent of the projects in South Korea in the next five years, which is still over four billion US dollars. We really need to discuss this matter thoroughly!" Li Lan Zhou stood up abruptly and said, "It's no use for just a few of us to discuss this. I'll go and bring Manager Lan over."

He opened the door curtain and walked out. Soon after, Lan Qigong, the deputy head of Liujian, arrived. After hearing what Linlou had said, he slammed the coffee table and said, "This is a big deal. We must have a meeting to discuss it as soon as possible, and then report to the higher authorities. Liujian must win this project!"

Whether it is a foreign exchange income of one million or the honor of being the first construction unit to go abroad, it makes Lan Qigong unable to refuse this project. He immediately made a decision, "Xiao Li, Xiao Chen, let's go and inform the other leaders of the unit, let's go to the meeting room for a meeting now."

"Manager Lan, Lin just got off the plane and hasn't eaten yet. We should at least let him have his meal. I've already arranged everything here!" Li Lan Zhou quickly intervened, as there's no reason to let Lin go hungry while he briefs everyone on the situation.

"Oh, look at me being so absent-minded!" Lan Qigong slapped his head and laughed, "This is my fault. Xiao Li, you accompany Mr. Lin for dinner first. I and Xiao Chen will go and call people to set up the venue. Mr. Lin, I'm really sorry for this time. When things calm down tomorrow, I'll treat you to a good meal and apologize with a toast!"

They have this spirit, Linlou is so happy that he doesn't have time to apologize. "I hurried over as soon as I finished eating. Let's not let Sister-in-law cook, I'll just boil some noodles."

"Alright, your sister-in-law is from Shaanxi and she makes great Sautéed Noodles!" Li Lanzhou said, and then went to the kitchen. Shortly after, his wife brought out several bowls of Sautéed Noodles. Lin Lou slurped them all up, then hurried to the meeting room of Building 6.

And then, just like before, I started from the construction site at the Riga International Airport in Latvia, where I met the South Korean workers, which led to the story of the South Koreans undertaking construction projects overseas, earning large amounts of foreign exchange, and laying the foundation for the country's rise. I then recounted the process of receiving the bidding invitation letter from Solt-Cadal.

Lin took out the renderings of the resort hotel from his briefcase and showed them, "This project is similar to Xiangshan Hotel, both are resort projects located on the mountainside. In this aspect, our company has experience."

"And I have also looked at the drawings, we don't need very advanced equipment and construction techniques. As long as we demonstrate the capability to complete the Xiangshan Hotel, there is a high probability of securing this project!"

"And this is not a one-time deal. Currently, Latvia is in the peak period of construction. In the next decade, there will be more new projects. As long as we can demonstrate enough strength in this project, it will be easier to undertake new projects in the future, which will continuously provide foreign exchange for the country!"

Everyone was excited to hear these words. The future is still a long way off, but the current ten million dollars is already enough to excite them. Even if the country will take most of the dollars afterwards, there will still be some left for Liu Jian. With dollars in hand, it will be much easier to do things.

And during the construction process, can they also go to Latvia? Although Latvia is not as developed as Western European countries like Germany and France, it's still a good place to visit. It would be wonderful to go there, have a look around, and bring back some imported electrical appliances, wouldn't it?

More importantly, this project will also bring considerable political achievements to these leaders and cadres. With political achievements, they can make further progress. Who doesn't want to be promoted!

"Thank you, Mr. Lin, for securing such a great opportunity for us!" Lan Qigong first thanked Mr. Lin, and the scene was immediately filled with warm applause. They were truly grateful to Mr. Lin, who could bring them benefits.

After the applause, Lan Qigong expressed his opinion, "Let me share my thoughts! Everyone knows that our country is currently short of foreign exchange, and it is our obligation at Six Construction to help the country solve these difficulties! Since there is now such an opportunity, it is certain that Six Construction will step forward without hesitation, in order to not let the leadership down!"

Lan Qigong set the tone, and other leaders also expressed their support, "Yes, our Sixth Construction is an old unit. Such an honorable task must be undertaken by us."

"Tomorrow morning, we will go and report to the leadership. We must make sure they support our participation in this bidding!" Everyone spoke eagerly to express their attitude. No one is unwilling to participate in such a good opportunity that brings both reputation and benefits.

"Alright, since everyone agrees, let's settle it like this. We will report to the leaders tomorrow, but before that, there are many issues to resolve! For example, where will the foreign exchange for this bidding come from? What is the process for bidding from foreign countries? How will the workers be managed when they go out? How to coordinate with the first party in Latvia, and so on..."

"If we don't discuss the results beforehand, it will be difficult to answer if the leader asks, and then it will be difficult to get their support for us to participate in the bid, isn't that right?" Lan Qigong was thinking comprehensively. As a leader of a unit, they cannot simply report opportunities to the leader and consider it done.

What will be the leaders' reaction upon hearing this news? What questions will they raise? What are their main concerns? Will they consider giving up this opportunity because of those concerns? They all need to think it through carefully.

"If we can win the project, we will be able to contribute ten million US dollars in foreign exchange to the country. With such an opportunity, it would be relatively easy for the foreign exchange department to allocate a few thousand dollars for us to participate in the bidding process," everyone began to come up with ideas.

"Choose workers with strong political qualities and relatively large families. After arriving in Latvia, they will be under centralized management, and no one is allowed to leave the construction site unless necessary! Nowadays, everyone wants to go abroad, and there are quite a few who stay behind quietly using the opportunity to study or inspect abroad."

Once such a thing happens, it could cause a diplomatic dispute. The leaders of these units will also face consequences, so it is necessary to handle it carefully. Fortunately, after several similar incidents, everyone has gained experience in responding to them.

"The international bidding process, what issues to pay attention to, we really don't know. However, during dinner just now, Mr. Lin mentioned some things to me. He is quite knowledgeable about this. I think we can ask Mr. Lin to serve as the bidding consultant for this project, to guide us in completing this work," said Li Lanzhou.

"If Lin is willing to help, that would be perfect!" Everyone nodded in agreement. On one hand, Lin Lou was the only person they could find who knew how to participate in the bidding.

On the other hand, they just heard from Linlou's words that his relationship with the Deputy Minister of Construction of Latvia is good, and he can get the bidding invitation from him. They are thinking, if that's the case, could Linlou help to persuade the deputy minister to give them some favor in the evaluation process?

"Ling, I know you are usually busy with your work, not only responsible for the construction design of the capital airport in Latvia, but also for the design of the Asian Games venues. But besides you, no one else knows what to do about this matter?" Lan Qigong stood up and earnestly invited, "So, Ling, please help us!"

"Yes, Lin, as the saying goes, 'helping others to the end makes you a great benefactor'. By assisting us this time, you are a great benefactor of our Sixth Construction. From now on, if you have anything, our Sixth Construction guarantees to spare no effort!" With Lan Qigong leading the way, other leaders also stood up and persuaded.

All of them called him "you" with great respect and ignored Lin Lou's age, which was not even older than their children. At the same time, many people began to wonder what hobbies Lin Lou had. This must be carefully investigated, and it is imperative to serve him well.

Some families with daughters looked at Linlou with increasingly envious eyes. What a great young man! I wonder what kind of girl he likes. If I could make him my son-in-law, then our family would never have to worry again.

"I'm very glad to see construction companies from our country stepping out onto the international stage!" Since Lin Lou was willing to hand over the bidding invitation to them, it was clear that he had already considered this. Therefore, Lin Lou did not hesitate at all and immediately agreed, "After reporting to the leadership tomorrow, I will tell everyone about the things to pay attention to in international bidding."

"That's fantastic! Thank you so much, Lin. "Lan Qigong vigorously shook Lin's hand. It was the same hand that had tied countless steel bars in the past. Despite Lan Qigong's old age and long absence from frontline work, his hands were still strong enough to make Lin grin."

"I will invite a lawyer from Hong Kong to come to our firm and explain the relevant legal provisions to everyone, so that no one will suffer losses when signing contracts or in their daily work. It's always good to do good deeds thoroughly, and since we've helped to this extent, Linlou doesn't mind being busier."

The laws and practices in international bidding are different from those in domestic bidding. Before joining Six Construction, I have always worked domestically and have never dealt with these. Once I step out of the country, there will definitely be many issues. It's always right to do more preparation in advance. Anyway, our company has legal advisors who understand these things, so I can just ask them to handle it.

"Lin Gong, you truly are... You truly are..." Lan Qigong and everyone in the meeting room were as moved as the villagers in the old district seeing the Red Army return, shedding tears of emotion, not knowing what to say.

"Let's hurry up and discuss how to report to the leader tomorrow!" Lin felt a little embarrassed by their attention and quickly asked everyone to sit down and discuss again.

The meeting continued until midnight, leaving Lin Lou exhausted. It was only after they announced the adjournment that Lan Qigong arranged for his driver to personally drive Lin Lou back.

After Lin left, he called the office director of Building 6, Li Debao, "Lin has helped us so much this time. Building 6 cannot show no appreciation. You should go and find out tomorrow about Lin's hobbies and then we can properly thank him!"

Anyone who can become the head of the office is definitely a shrewd person, and Li Debao is no exception. "No need to wait until tomorrow, I will go find Lan Zhou and Zhong Hu now, and then look for other connections. I guarantee I can find out before the end of work tomorrow."

"Alright, if this matter is handled well, I will give you credit for it!" Lan Qigong patted his shoulder and said.
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The next day, Lin Lou, Lan Qigong, and Li Lanzhou went to the municipal government. Such a big matter must first obtain the support of the relevant departments. So, they made an appointment to report to Liu Tong first, after all, they had been in contact before, and the cooperation was good. There was no need to be too cautious when talking.

"Xiaolou, last time Wuludi and Nanjiang City signed a contract, I actually felt a bit resentful towards you. Even though you were born in Nanjiang City, you have been in the capital for so long, shouldn't you also think about making progress here? Now I have to apologize to you. If we can secure this deal, it will be much stronger than just exporting bicycles to Wuludi!"

As soon as he entered the office, Liu Tong emerged from behind the desk and vigorously shook hands with Lin Lou. He had felt ecstatic when Lin Lou mentioned this over the phone - it was a major deal worth ten million dollars!

He personally brought the three of them to sit on the sofa, and personally poured tea for them, making his secretary a little at a loss, wondering what he was supposed to do.

"Liu Secretary-General, I didn't explain clearly over the phone just now, so let me report it to you in detail!" Lin handed over the information from his briefcase and repeated what he had said to Lan Qigong and the others last night.

Liu Tong listened without asking questions, instead nodding and taking notes in his notebook. After Lin Lou finished speaking, he spoke up, "Does the international construction market really have such a large share? Nangao Li can actually earn so much money by exporting labor?" He was a little overwhelmed by the numbers Lin Lou had presented.

"The construction industry has always been a pillar industry in many countries. Many countries in the Middle East have made a fortune because of their oil resources, and with money, they naturally want to build houses. But in the early days, there was a lack of sufficient manpower. Later, as everyone got used to living a good life, no one was willing to work as hard laborers to earn money anymore," explained Lin.

"So most of the major construction projects in the Gulf countries are carried out by foreign construction companies. However, South Korea has garnered many orders due to its lower quotes, high work efficiency, and good completion quality! Compared to construction teams from Europe and the United States, their quotes are lower, and compared to labor from South Asia, their skills are more solid, making it relatively easier to win business."

Liu Tong carefully inquired about the quotation from the South Korean construction unit, and then compared it with the domestic workers' salaries. The result was obvious, "Perhaps we lack the experience of building international projects, and temporarily cannot match them in terms of technology, but price is not a problem at all. Even if we lower the labor costs to half of theirs, we can still make money!"

"And most importantly, we are making money in US dollars! With this amount of money, we can introduce a lot of equipment! I'll tell you the truth, Shougang recently complained to me about being cash-strapped. They want to cooperate with Nippon Steel to introduce new technology, but they are stuck because of the money!" As the deputy secretary of the office, Liu Tong is exposed to a lot of information, and can easily come up with a pile of examples.

For him and other leading cadres, as long as they can earn US dollars, they are willing to take on the job even if it means losing money. Because what the country lacks now is not the Renminbi but the US dollar. The wages paid to workers are in Renminbi, but the funds received from Latvia are in US dollars, which can then be used to introduce technology.

In the field of export, there is a policy of export subsidies, which allows related companies to sell at low prices in exchange for valuable foreign exchange. Can this strategy also be used in the export of labor services?

"So, what work do we need to complete in order to bid for this project? Who are the competitors we will be facing? How can we beat them, and what assistance do you need?" After confirming that this matter would be highly beneficial for the country and the Beijing Municipal Government, Liu Tong asked a series of questions.

"There are a lot of preparations that need to be made. The most crucial thing right now is to prepare a set of bidding documents that comply with international standards. Regarding this task, Manager Lan and Commander Li have already begun preparations. I have also arranged for professional personnel from Hong Kong to come and provide them with training. I expect them to arrive this afternoon."

"According to Mr. Solt-Kadar, Deputy Minister of Construction of Latvia, the main companies currently decided to participate in the project bidding are Samsung Construction Company from South Korea, Haute Dief Company from Federal Germany, as well as several small and medium-sized companies. However, their strength is somewhat lacking. Our biggest opponents in winning this project are Samsung Construction Company and Haute Dief Company. If we can surpass them, we basically secure the victory."

"I have just introduced the Samsung Construction Company to you. Hochtief is the largest construction unit in the Federal Republic of Germany, established in 1873, with its headquarters located in Essen. It has more than 30,000 employees and provides construction services globally. It is the largest construction company in Germany. Its subsidiary, Turner Corporation, is one of the largest companies in the American construction market, and another subsidiary, Leighton Group, is the largest company in the Australian construction market," Lin continued to introduce.

"In its 100-plus year history, the Haotiefu Company has completed the construction of numerous large-scale construction projects, such as the relocation project of the Abu Simbel Temple in Egypt, the New Athens International Airport, and Germany's first nuclear power plant."

More famous are the Führerbunker in Berlin, where Hitler committed suicide, as well as Hitler's villa Berg

In the future, they also constructed the Bosporus Strait Cross-Sea Bridge in Turkey, the King Abdulaziz International Airport in Saudi Arabia, the Commerzbank Tower in Frankfurt, and the Frankfurt Trade Fair Tower, and other famous projects.

After entering the 21st century, the Houh Tif company became the world's third largest engineering contractor, second only to France's Vinci Group and Bouygues International Construction Company. In terms of overseas business income ranking, Hou Hefi even ranked first, and later surpassed these two companies to become the world's second largest.

By now, the names of Chinese construction companies are rising higher on this list. In 2019, China Communications Construction ranked third in the world, China Electric Power Construction ranked seventh, and China State Construction Engineering Corporation ranked ninth. Three Chinese enterprises are listed in the top ten.

Looking further down the list, there is China Railway Construction Corporation Limited at the fourteenth position, China Railway Group Limited at the eighteenth position, China Machinery Engineering Corporation at the nineteenth position, China Energy Engineering Corporation Limited at the twenty-third position, China Chemical Engineering Group Corporation at the twenty-ninth position, China Petroleum Engineering Co., Ltd. at the forty-third position, and Metallurgical Corporation of China Ltd. at the forty-fourth position.

The top fifty Chinese companies account for one-fifth, the highest number among all countries. If ranked according to the total revenue of each company's construction contracts, the dominance is even more pronounced. China Construction, China Railway Construction, China Railway Engineering, China Communications Construction, and China Power Construction monopolize the top five positions, pushing out Bouygues Corporation directly from the top ten.

"Wow, such a big company, and it's a German enterprise. Its strength should not be underestimated!" The reputation of German industry is very strong. When he heard that Haohao Tiefu company is so impressive, Liu Tong felt a little unsure.

"Indeed, the Haohao Tif company is in a leading position in areas such as worker quality, equipment advancement, and accumulation of construction technology. At the moment, not to mention us, even compared to Samsung Construction Company, they still have a considerable gap," confessed Lin Lou frankly. "

The dominance of Chinese infrastructure units around the world is something that will happen in the future. Currently, they indeed cannot compare to those international big corporations.

"But that doesn't mean we don't have a chance to win. As the saying goes, you get what you pay for. Haohao Company is so powerful and their offer will be higher. Besides, their main focus is on Western Europe and the United States, and they won't send their most skilled workers."

"Due to historical reasons, the Latvians were once persecuted by **. They do not have a very positive impression of this company that built the Führer's Lair and Wolf's Den. Unless there are no suitable alternative options, the chance of this project falling into the hands of the Haohao Tiifu company is not great."

For a long period of time after the end of World War II, the Hugo Boss company was criticized by the international public opinion due to its close relationship with the ** and forced labor.

"As for the Samsung Construction Company, their quote is definitely lower than that of the Hautaudif Company. However, we can offer even lower fees and complete the project at a faster pace than them!"

"The Latvian economy has only just started and they are still very cost-conscious. Otherwise, Minister Kadar would not have sent us this invitation letter. Moreover, they have started promoting their own tourist projects in Europe to prepare for the influx of tourists after the airport is completed."

"If we want to leave a good impression on these travelers and attract more tourists, the infrastructure must be completed as soon as possible, so they are equally concerned about the completion time of the hotel."

"However well-built this hotel is, it shouldn't end up behind the airport, right?" Liu Tong asked with some confusion, both in terms of construction scale and difficulty, the airport project in the capital of Latvia is much larger than this resort hotel.

"According to the official plan of Latvia, a large number of tourists will not arrive until the airport is completed. However, due to the advance advertising, it will still attract small batches of tourists to come one after another. Naturally, facilities such as hotels need to be completed in advance. Tourism promotion cannot wait until everything is ready to start, this is a long and gradual process."

Liu Tong nodded, indicating Lin Lou to continue. Lin Lou then took out a photo of the Xiangshan Hotel. "The most important thing is that this project has certain similarities with the Xiangshan Hotel. They are both high-end resort hotels located on a mountain. Although Sanxing Construction Group has undertaken many projects in the Middle East before, they haven't done a project of this type. In terms of experience, we have the advantage."

"The Xiangshan Hotel project also received the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects. Since our company has been able to build such a project, it is also a great proof of our capabilities!" Lan Qigong added from the side. If Linlou were to say this, it might sound a bit self-conceited, but he said it without any hesitation.

"A construction firm capable of building award-winning works recognized by the American Institute of Architects is undoubtedly trustworthy. As the influence of the United States on the world stage is unquestionable, even though the former Soviet Union is declining, the United States has not reached its historical peak, but its influence on countries around the world is undeniable, which is also evident in the field of architecture."

These advantages have given Liu Tong some confidence, but he also knows that in order to secure such a large project, he must make full preparations, so he inquired about their difficulties.

"In order to win this project, we still need to do some necessary preparatory work, and the bidding proposal is just one of them. In addition, there are also the costs of participating in the bidding. Going to Latvia will require money for airfare and accommodation, and it's in US dollars. We calculated yesterday, and it's going to cost at least fifty thousand US dollars! We may also need support from the superior department for this." Lan Qigong said.

"In addition, there is also the issue of equipment. Most of the equipment we are currently using is outdated and still follows the technology route of the former Soviet Union, which is different from that used by European countries!" Li Lanzhou added.

"The forestry worker mentioned before that we can obtain the equipment needed for construction by leasing locally, but to learn how to use these equipment, we need at least two samples and also have to invite technicians from Europe for training, which will cost US dollars. It's too risky to have only one piece of equipment; if it breaks down, everyone will have to stop working, so we must have a backup."

"In terms of equipment, I can help to arrange some second-hand ones. They are guaranteed in quality and the prices are lower than brand new ones, which are sufficient for training and learning." Lin also collected relevant information in advance and immediately took out the equipment list and quotation to hand it over.

Liu Tong took a look and found that these devices were indeed several times more expensive than those in China, but compared to the revenue of 10 million US dollars, this investment was equally worthwhile.

They also mentioned some minor policy and economic issues. After the conversation, Liu Tong said, "I have a basic understanding of this matter. I have another meeting to attend immediately, so let's stop here for today. I will report this situation to the higher-ups as soon as possible and strive to organize a dedicated meeting for further discussion. You must attend at that time."

"After you go back, be prepared and wait for my phone call at any time." This matter definitely cannot be decided by Liu Tong alone, it must be done through collective decision-making.

Lin Lou and Lan Qigong naturally knew this, and Liu Tong's willingness to make efforts to push this matter forward was already sufficient. They all stood up to bid farewell, and Liu Tong accompanied them to the stairs before finally returning.

After coming out, Lin talked for a few moments and then separated from Lan Qigong and Li Lanzhou. When he returned to the quadrangle, he saw the office director of the Sixth Construction Office, Li Debao, chatting with Li Qingxi.

As soon as he saw him back, Li Qingxi quickly greeted, "Xiaolou, come and see, Director Li brought something good today!"
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"Lin, are you back from your busy schedule?" Upon hearing the voice, Li Debao hurriedly ran over, "Look at you, you're really worrying about the matters of our Sixth Construction. You just came back from abroad yesterday, didn't even go home, and went straight to the unit for a meeting, and early this morning, you went to the city to meet with the leaders. You are truly a great benefactor to the entire Sixth Construction!"

"Yesterday you were working so late in the meeting, not even having a meal. We all felt really sorry about it. So today I brought Master Liu to ensure that you eat and drink well! Master Liu learned from the famous restaurant Chunhe Lou in Beijing at the end of the Qing Dynasty. The pot stickers and mandarin fish made by him are superb!"

Li Debao gives a thumbs up and says, "These dishes are nothing special. Back in the day, the famous Zhang Daqian Fish from Chunhe Building is hardly made by anyone in Beijing anymore. How about letting Chef Liu show off his skills and treat you to something special today?"

"I've only heard that Mr. Zhang Daqian is good at painting fish, but I didn't expect that he can also cook fish?" This really piqued Lin Lou's interest. There are many stories about celebrities and food, and Dongpo pork is well known, but this is the first time he has heard about Zhang Daqian cooking fish.

"Mr. Zhang Daqian is not only good at painting, but also a gourmet. He once said, 'Eating is the highest art in life.' Unlike Mr. Qi Baishi and Mr. Mei Lanfang, who only know how to eat, Mr. Zhang Daqian not only knows how to eat, but also knows how to cook. His mother is skilled in cooking, and Mr. Zhang Daqian learned from her by watching and listening." Li Debao presented to Linlou like offering a treasure.

"Mr. Dachun is from Sichuan, and this dish, Zhang Dachun Fish, is a traditional family dish of the Zhang family. It is made with about two pounds of crucian carp, along with diced pork belly, diced ginger and garlic, Pixian doubanjiang, pickled peppers, fresh chili peppers, and fermented glutinous rice, hence it is also called Dachun dry-cooked fish. The dish has a bright red color, a spicy and numbing taste, a savory and fresh flavor, and a lingering aftertaste..."

"When you put it that way, I do feel a bit tempted. Then, I'll trouble Master Liu and let me broaden my horizon and taste what this Daqian dry-braised fish really tastes like," Linlou felt that Li Qingxi had hit the nail on the head, and he was quite satisfied with the gift Li Debao had brought over.

Since being reborn into the 1980s, due to the disparity in technological and economic development, Linlou's quality of life still lags far behind compared to future generations, except for the variety of imported dishes, which is a bit lacking. Everything else is not lacking at all.

Even in terms of ingredients, they are even better than in the future. After all, when it comes to the 2020s, many delicious ingredients have become extremely rare and it's not easy to come by.

And now it is much easier to get in touch with top chefs than in later generations. Lin Lou was just an ordinary senior white-collar worker in the future, but now he is a tycoon, the spokesperson of Xiangjiang Enterprise, and a shining new star in the domestic construction industry. It is not difficult at all to spend money or use connections to get in touch with great chefs.

"Hey, these are the good stuff I was talking about! These are the great things Director Li brought! Come and see, they are just as good as your phoenix and peony-patterned chest and cabinet!" Li Qingxi now realized that Lin Lou misunderstood his words, so he quickly reminded him.

Lin Lou followed his finger and saw that in the middle of the room was a uniquely shaped chair, and everyone was crowded around, admiring it.

"Oh?" Are they bringing me old items and old furniture? Lin Lou hurried in and saw that this chair was about one meter five long. A faint fragrance could be smelled from a distance. He reached out and knocked on it, only to hear a crisp sound, like gold and stone, with a jade-like texture, fine and dense grain, deep and ancient luster - it is definitely top-grade rosewood.

The seat is surrounded by a carved frame, with a six-panel screen in the middle, featuring a double-sided bas-relief of the "Three Dragons Playing with a Pearl" pattern. The arrangement of dragon patterns has its own rules: in the middle, one dragon with a powerful posture coils and dances in the clouds; on both sides, the dragons face each other symmetrically, and the dragon heads rise, looking up at the central dragon. The lower part is carved with sea water and river cliffs, adorned with dragon patterns, grand and magnificent.

Outside the dragon pattern, there are auspicious clouds scattered densely, occasionally interspersed with decorative cloud and bat patterns, as well as the Buddhist treasures such as conches, knots, and fish, all of which symbolize auspiciousness. The surrounding border is decorated with a diagonal swastika pattern, extending densely with plum blossom-shaped openwork, and inside is carved with entwined lotus patterns, creating a balanced visual effect.

The seat surface is glossy, with straight geometric patterns, rich in variation. The carving is meticulous and rigorous, with a solemn and grand momentum, showing the royal style and kingly demeanor. It is not something an ordinary craftsman can achieve.

"This is a royal object! Director Li, where did you get this from?" 
The regulations and the design immediately reminded Lin of the dragon throne he had seen when visiting the Imperial Palace. It's so similar.

"Don't worry, I also have a legitimate job in a formal organization. How could I possibly be involved in those unsavory activities? I obtained this from an acquaintance whose ancestors worked in the Internal Affairs Department. After Feng Yuxiang expelled Puyi from the Forbidden City, their ancestors managed to take some items from there, and this dragon throne is one of them," Li Debao naturally knew what Linlou was concerned about.

He has also carefully considered these issues. Since it is intended as a gift, the origins of the item must be unquestionable, otherwise it would just cause trouble for others, wouldn't it? This could potentially offend people.

"After getting it, nobody in their family dared to report it. They kept it hidden in the underground secret chamber of the old house. Their family has always been low-key, so they were not affected in recent years, and the things were still intact. Until recently, their child was getting married, and in order to arrange a house for the child, he had to secretly find a reliable person to sell it, and by chance, I was the one who found out about it."

"I heard that you like old items and old furniture, so I'm grateful to have acquired this for you in the past!" Li Debao said with a hint of pride in his voice, being able to find such a suitable gift in such a short time, he also admired his own connections.

"Is this the dragon throne that the emperor used to sit on in the past? Isn't this supposed to be displayed in the Taihe Hall? And it must be a national treasure, it can't be casually taken out to sell, right?" Linmita just felt that there was something wrong with this thing just now, and when she heard Li Debao say that this thing is actually the dragon throne, she was a little scared."

"In fact, there is more than one Dragon Throne. The one in the Taihe Hall is definitely a national treasure. It is a gilded dragon-carved throne passed down from the Ming Dynasty. This one does not really compare!" Li Qingxi explained patiently to Lin Mita, who seemed to have quite a bit of expertise on the matter.

Any seat used by an emperor is called a throne, also known as a dragon throne. It is a large-sized chair. In ancient China, the dragon throne has always been a symbol of imperial authority, and ascending the dragon throne is seen as inheriting the throne and ruling the world.

"The dragon throne is mostly made of precious hardwood by the court's procurement office. As the dragon is the totem of the Chinese nation, representing auspiciousness, power, majesty, nobility, and sanctity, the throne is often adorned with intricate carvings of cloud dragons and other elaborate patterns. Some carvings are extremely intricate and adorned with gold lacquer, displaying extreme grandeur and splendor."

According to the records of the Qing Dynasty's Household Affairs Office and the Memorial Sales Office, the workshops under the "Zaoban Department" of the Qing Palace produced a large number of thrones for the imperial court, such as golden lacquered dragon thrones, thrones with various treasures inlaid, octagonal treasure cloud bat and water wave dragon pattern thrones, nanmu lotus thrones, and deer horn thrones, and so on.

"Furthermore, in the Qing Dynasty literature, there are records of local governors presenting thrones to the palace. In the drama 'Continuation of the Comprehensive Examination of Qing Dynasty Literature', it is recorded that in the 53rd year of Qianlong's reign, a decree was issued, and in the 55th year, the eightieth birthday celebration was held. It was stipulated for the governors to prepare tribute gifts, and there was a provision that stated, 'As for the items presented, such as thrones and screens, each palace already has them on display and should not be replaced... For the tribute gifts in the 55th year, the governors were not allowed to present them, and even the princes and ministers were not obliged to prepare them.'"

"It can be seen that many thrones were once made for the palace in various regions; if you have visited the Forbidden City, you will understand that each palace has a dragon throne, usually displayed alone. A large seat screen should be placed behind the dragon throne, with incense burners, angle brackets, and other objects such as crane-shaped candlesticks placed on both sides."

"If you count carefully, there are probably hundreds of dragon thrones in the Forbidden City and various palaces across the country. Unless it's a special historical or artistic treasure like the golden throne in the Hall of Supreme Harmony, regular dragon thrones don't qualify as national treasures."

Li Qingxi circled around behind the dragon throne and knocked on the back of the chair. "Look, there are inscriptions here, 'Presented in the ninth month of the eighteenth year of the Qianlong reign of the Great Qing Dynasty.' According to historical records, this seems to be the dragon throne for tribute presented to the governor during the Qianlong period. Based on the patterns on it and the naming conventions in the antiques industry, this chair should be called the 'Purple Sandalwood Eight Treasures Cloud Bat Water Wave Dragon Pattern Throne.'"

Linlou nodded slightly after hearing Li Qingxi's words, saying that he was quite right. There are indeed quite a lot of dragon chairs from the Qing Dynasty palace, especially those from the Qianlong period. They have appeared several times at auction, and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage has not objected. If it is really a national treasure, who would dare to sell it at an auction?

However, this number is relatively large. Most of the dragon thrones are still stored in the Palace Museum. There are not many that have truly ended up outside, and even fewer that have made it into the hands of private collectors.

So in those recent auctions, the Dragon Thrones that were put up for sale fetched astronomical prices. The final selling prices were no less than the price that Chen Dejiang found for Linlou, the Phoenix and Peony carved top cabinet, all of which were worth tens of millions.

"That's a good thing! How much do you want for it? I'll find the money for you!" This kind of thing, if it hadn't appeared, it would have been fine. But since it's in front of me, there's no reason to let it go.

"You see, you've helped us at Sixth Construction so much, how can you still be willing to take money for a little gift we're giving you!" Li Debao waved his hands quickly. He came to give a gift, not to accept money.

"This thing is not cheap! If you are paying for it, how will the expenses be accounted for? I don't want to cause any trouble over this matter!" This definitely isn't something Li De Bao bought with his own money. If it's accounted for through the company's expenses, there needs to be an explanation. Although it might not be strictly enforced now, it wouldn't look good if word got out, and Lin Lou naturally wouldn't want to see that happen."

"Alright, I think you already know that I am not short of money. I would be very grateful if you could help me find this item. Name your price, and I will have someone bring you the money!" Li De Bao seemed to want to say more, but Lin Lou did not intend to entangle with him any longer. "Either you take the money and leave the item, or you take the item and I will pretend I never saw it."

Since Li Debao could be the office director, he must be adept at observing and understanding people's intentions. Seeing that Linlou's attitude did not seem fake, he decided to not persist further, and instead, he politely agreed to Linlou's plan, quoting a fair and reasonable price.

Linlou bought some old objects from a siheyuan and naturally knew the market for old furniture. He estimated that the price mentioned by Li Debao was reasonable, so he didn't say anything. He went inside, took out his passbook, and asked Linmita to help run errands to get the money. When she came back, she gave the money to Li Debao, and then the rosewood throne with cloud bat and dragon patterns belonged to him.

At this time, Master Liu also finished preparing a table full of dishes. Everyone started eating, and sure enough, the dish of Braised Fish in Soy Sauce was indeed outstanding. Linlou was very satisfied with the meal.

Just during the meal, Lin Lou noticed Li Debao's expression seemed a bit nervous. Lin quickly understood that Li must not have actually given the gift, fearing criticism from Lan Qigong when he returns.

"Director Li, don't worry. I will explain it to Manager Lan later!" As he spoke, Lin suddenly remembered what he had just said. The descendants of the Ministry of Internal Affairs must have more than just this valuable item. Those who have worked in the Ministry of Internal Affairs must have good taste, and the remaining items in their house, even if not as valuable as this dragon throne, should still be quite good, I presume.

"If you feel uncomfortable, then do me another favor! Help me find out if that household has any other good stuff, and whether they are willing to sell. If they are willing, bring it all to me. As long as the goods are good, I promise not to haggle! It's also fine if you can find this kind of stuff from other places! Relying solely on existing channels to collect goods, Linlou is still somewhat unsatisfied. It's best to have multiple channels."

When the time is right in the future, he doesn't plan to keep these things locked in the warehouse forever. He will buy some land and build a museum so that everyone can see them.

"No problem! Since you like it, I will find a way to get it for you! I may not be able to do other things, but when it comes to knowing people, I really don't have fewer connections than others!" Sure enough, when Li Debao heard this, he immediately turned his worry into joy. Being able to help Linlou is like repaying a favor.

After I returned, I gave Manager Lan an account of it too! After returning, Li Debao reported to Lan Qigong about this matter, and quickly went around inquiring, then truly managed to obtain a lot of good things for Linlou.

On that day, Linlou was at home, appreciating the porcelain that Li Debao had sent over with an old history professor. The phone in the room rang.

I picked up the phone and it turned out to be Liu Tong calling, asking him to hurry to the city hall for a meeting to discuss the bidding for the Latvia Hotel project.

It's almost Qingming Festival, I have to go back to my hometown to sweep the grave. I can only work on essential matters these two days, I'll try my best to come back tomorrow.
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Lin Lou quickly packed up everything and then asked Yang Mo to drive her to the city government to meet up with Lan Qigong and Li Lan Zhou. After that, they went into the meeting room together and waited for a moment before Liu Tong and several other key leaders came in.

The three of them quickly stood up and greeted each other. The leaders seemed very enthusiastic. "Xiaolin, we've heard about your name for a long time and wanted to meet you. We just didn't expect to meet under these circumstances!"

After the leaders took their seats, the person at the top looked around and gestured to the staff to close the meeting room door, then looked at Liu Tong and said, "Lao Liu, let's start now!"

"Okay, leaders and comrades, let me first introduce the main content of this meeting. Recently, classmate Lin has obtained important news from Mr. Solt-Kadar, the Deputy Minister of Construction in Latvia. Latvia will build a high-end resort hotel in the Alps. The architectural design work has been completed and the construction bidding is now underway!"

"Classmate Linlou introduced the process of our city's Sixth Construction Company in building the Xiangshan Restaurant project to Deputy Minister Solt-Kadar, and received Mr. Solt-Kadar's approval. Mr. Kadar believes that the construction level of the Sixth Construction Company basically meets the standards for bidding, so he issued a bidding invitation letter to classmate Linlou."

"Liu Tong briefly introduced the background and agenda of the meeting, which is to invite the Sixth Construction Company to participate in the construction bidding for a project with a total contract amount of up to ten million US dollars, and to discuss whether to provide support to the Sixth Construction Company to help them participate in this bidding."

"Next, let's invite student Linlou to talk about the background of the project!" Then it was Linlou's turn to speak. He distributed the pre-copied materials to the leaders and repeated the content that had been previously discussed.

These leaders were just as surprised as Liu Tong was initially. Although their sources of information were much broader than those of ordinary people, and they had all traveled abroad for inspection, they were still extremely amazed to see that South Korea had earned so much foreign exchange through labor exports and participation in overseas construction projects.

"How much is the total foreign exchange reserves in our country? Has Nangangli made so much money just by building overseas projects? Is this data reliable?" A leader immediately raised these questions.

"I have verified this information through the channels of the foreign affairs department. Although we have not yet established diplomatic relations with South Goryeo, we have diplomatic missions in various Middle Eastern countries. Through these connections, I have gathered some data. Just last year, South Goryeo was involved in the construction of multiple large-scale projects in countries such as Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Libya. The total value of projects in just these few countries has exceeded 10 billion US dollars," Liu Tong responded.

"So even if we don't have access to all the data, based on these alone, it's evident that Nangali has indeed earned a staggering amount of US dollars in overseas construction and development. By peering through a tiny crack, one can discern the whole picture. Through the analysis of these several countries, it's also clear that the data reported by Linlou is definitely not fabricated."

"So, are there any difficulties in participating in overseas bidding? How do you plan to solve them, and where do you need our help?" The leaders turned their gaze to Lan Qigong and Li Lan Zhou again. The figures reported by Linlou did indeed excite them, but whether to support it ultimately depends on how well Liujian is prepared.

"Firstly, it's about the technology. If we can't meet the technical requirements, all our efforts will be in vain! However, through the experience gained from the Xiangshan Hotel project, our company has accumulated enough experience in the construction of high-end hotels, especially in mountainous areas, and has learned and mastered multiple advanced international technologies. We are fully capable of participating in the bidding for this project," Lan Qigong answered with a hint of pride.

Li Lanzhou recalled the scene of attending the first construction project meeting at Xiangshan Hotel, meeting Linlou for the first time, and hearing about a variety of advanced technologies from him. He also remembered Linlou's strict requirements in the future. Without these, the 6th Construction would not have been able to accumulate such experiences and master these technologies.

Next, in terms of experience, our country's construction units have never participated in overseas project bidding and are not familiar with the related processes. However, Linlou has helped us invite professional personnel from Hong Kong to provide us with professional training. Through hard study, we have basically mastered the relevant knowledge.

Since the lawyer from Hong Kong arrived, Liujian has treated this matter as the most important task at hand. He organized the unit's elite staff to participate in training, and when the Hong Kong lawyer was giving a lecture, everyone listened attentively and took diligent notes.

After Lawyer Xiang Jiang finished his lecture and left, the participants grouped together to discuss and study the content he had just talked about. They raised various questions and then summarized them to ask in the next class. During this time, all the training staff studied for more than 16 hours a day.

Except for the time spent eating and sleeping, most of the remaining time was basically spent on studying. The hard work has not been in vain, and I have finally mastered the key points of bidding. I also have a deep understanding of the policies and communication issues that will be encountered in construction projects in Europe.

"It looks like Liu Jian is determined to win this project! This kind of spirit is very commendable!" The leaders are very satisfied with Liu Jian's performance.

"The third aspect is technical. The construction standards and mechanical equipment in Europe are quite different from ours, so we are also making efforts to learn various standards as quickly as possible. At present, the people participating in training have basically achieved proficient memorization and mastery of these standards, and have also conducted theoretical equipment operation learning through drawings and instructions."

"However, merely studying on paper is not sufficient for mastering the application skills of these devices. Therefore, we need the help of the municipal government to allocate some foreign exchange to purchase equipment samples, and then quickly master the operational skills."

"Will it take quite a bit of time for the imported equipment to be shipped and installed for use? How much time is left before the bidding deadline? Will there be enough time from a time perspective? Even if we help you purchase the samples and learn how to operate them, it seems that you will need more equipment after arriving in Europe, right? If we were to purchase all the equipment, the city would not be able to come up with the funds!" asked a leader.

"No need to purchase from Europe, we can get the equipment here in Hong Kong. We can purchase the equipment from Hong Kong and then transport it to Beijing by train, where it will arrive in less than three days. We can then start learning and be proficient enough to operate it before the bidding deadline."

"As for the equipment needed for construction in Europe, we can rent it locally. The rental cost can be covered by a mortgage loan using the contract, and then the loan can be repaid with the project fees upon receipt. Although an additional interest payment is required, at least we don't have to spend our foreign exchange at the beginning."

"This is a good approach! Well, go on!" The leader glanced at Linlou. This strategy was obviously not something that Lan Qigong and the others could come up with. It must be a plan that Linlou brought back from abroad.

“Another aspect is related to policies and customs. We have also invited comrades from the foreign affairs department who had previously worked at our embassy in Latvia to provide relevant training for us. This has helped us to develop a basic understanding of Latvia's relevant laws and customs. At present, some comrades have already passed the training exam.”

"If we can secure this project, we will ensure that all comrades sent abroad will pass the examination arranged by the foreign affairs department, and we will select comrades with strong political backgrounds to go to Latvia for construction work. We will implement unified and closed management to minimize the chances of problems."

Then Lan Qigong also talked about the opponents they would encounter during the bidding process, focusing on the situation with Samsung Construction Company and Hohteve Company, analyzing their respective strengths and weaknesses, and giving a confident response.

When everyone heard about the situation of these two companies, especially the situation of the Haworth company, there was some concern. Can we win against such powerful competition? But Lan Qigong's analysis is also very accurate. According to the economic situation in Latvia, if Liujian can really complete the construction at a lower price and faster speed, there is indeed hope to win the project.

The leaders continuously raised various pointed questions, and Lin Lou, Lan Qigong, and Li Lanzhou respectively gave answers to dispel their doubts and concerns.

The meeting continued until dinner time, and no one showed any intention of leaving. After all, this is a large-scale project involving ten million US dollars! Perhaps in the future, a project worth one billion US dollars would be worthy of the attention of so many leaders in Beijing, but now, ten million US dollars is enough. Unfortunately, there is a severe shortage of foreign exchange at present.

The meeting has been going on for so long, and the conference room is already filled with smoke. The tea has been changed countless times, and everyone's face shows signs of fatigue.

"The meeting has been going on for so long today, everyone is tired. I will ask one last question now, and then we'll temporarily adjourn the meeting!" The highest leader said wearily.

Upon hearing this, Lin Lou, Lan Qigong, and Li Lanzhou immediately straightened their backs. They were all aware that this question was bound to be very crucial, and that how well they answered it would determine whether the project could proceed.

"The profits from this project are undoubtedly very high. If we can successfully win the bid and complete the construction to receive the payment, then everything will be fine. I will personally commend you and reward you for your achievements!"

Upon hearing this, Lin and the others did not get excited as they all knew there would definitely be a "but". As expected, the leader immediately said, "But... what if, I mean what if, what if we fail? What do we do about the initial investment costs, including the imported equipment and the expenses for participating in the overseas bidding? Wouldn't it all go down the drain?"

"Perhaps compared to the profit of 10 million dollars, a mere few hundred thousand dollars is nothing, but this money is enough for several factories in the city to replace equipment and purchase new production lines! If we give the money to you, but there is no return, these units will definitely complain! Nowadays, every bit of foreign exchange is very tight."

Take tens of thousands of foreign exchange from these factories and enterprises and hand it over to the Sixth Construction Company to participate in international bidding. The leaders also have to bear the pressure. It's okay in other places, but this is the capital. Which enterprise doesn't have upper-level connections? If they go to the higher authorities at that time, it will be troublesome for them.

"Leader!" Lin Lou and Lan Qigong spoke at the same time, then looked at each other, and finally it was Lin Lou who answered the question, "First of all, the chances of Liu Jian winning this bidding are very high, so your concerns are basically unlikely to happen; secondly, even if unfortunately we fail, we will not be entirely empty-handed!"

"Through this bidding process, we have gained familiarity with the bidding process for overseas construction projects, and have cultivated a group of workers who are proficient in handling European construction equipment! This has laid a solid foundation for us to continue participating in bidding for overseas construction projects in the future!"

"The experience of South Koreans shows that there is a large demand for overseas construction teams in Europe and the Middle East. This is a market worth at least several billion dollars annually! Therefore, this time, we are not just investing a few hundred thousand dollars to seize an opportunity to earn tens of millions of dollars!"

"It has also leveraged hundreds of billions of dollars in overseas construction and development projects with just a few hundred thousand dollars! Using a few hundred thousand dollars to win tens of millions of dollars is completely different from using a few hundred thousand dollars to seize an opportunity to enter a market worth hundreds of billions."

Hundreds of billions of dollars? Everyone seemed a bit dazed after hearing this number. Lin continued his analysis, "Once Six Construction gains experience in overseas construction, they will also pass on this experience to other domestic construction units, encouraging them to participate in overseas bidding and earn more foreign exchange for the country!"

"Then, like South Korea, using the foreign exchange earned from construction and construction to upgrade industries, promoting the development of the domestic economy!" This significance becomes even more significant.

Seeing the leaders beginning to earnestly consider this issue, Lin added fuel to the fire, "I can assure you here that even if, unfortunately, we fail in this bidding, I will still strive to secure at least three opportunities for Six Construction to participate in overseas bidding."

It is very difficult for domestic companies to obtain information on overseas bidding, but for Linlou, it is not a big deal. If it really doesn't work out, they can always hand over the construction project of a major office building to an Autocad subsidiary company, ensuring that they have a project to work on.

Only one chance, everyone would hesitate. But now that there will be more opportunities, everyone's concerns are reduced. Even if it costs money to participate in the bidding in the future, it will only require travel expenses. Even if the city does not support it, Six Construction can still come up with tens of thousands of dollars.

Maybe we can give it a try. It's worth taking the risk of tens of thousands of dollars if it can really allow domestic construction units to enter such a large market!

Many leaders have come up with such ideas.
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"Lin, we are really grateful to you this time." On the way back, Lan Qigong and Li Lanzhou kept thanking Lin Lou continuously. They both knew that being able to convince the leader this time was not just because of the temptation of 10 million US dollars, but more importantly, Lin Lou had made thorough preparations in advance.

First, use the successful experience of South Korea to tell these leaders that China's participation in international bidding has great prospects. Then, through a specific analysis of the project in Latvia, explain that China Construction Sixth Engineering Division has a great chance of winning this bid. Finally, present more opportunities to give them confidence that even if they fail this time, there will still be plenty of opportunities in the future.

In this way, with just spending a few hundred thousand dollars, there is hope to enter a market worth tens of billions of dollars annually. Who wouldn't calculate this kind of account? Even if it fails, it's just a matter of a few hundred thousand dollars. Although dollars are currently scarce, these leaders can still handle it. But once successful, it will be very profitable.

"Only with strong capability can we compete overseas, otherwise, no matter the effort I put in, it would be pointless!" Lin humbly said, "But now that the leaders have approved our trip, we can't slack off. We need to focus on the upcoming training and preparation."

"As long as we keep an eye on Latvia, we will be able to know if anything happens. If you put it in the Middle East, the South Koreans have a longer working time and broader connections. We are currently not as competitive as them, but in the Latvian market, they have just entered, so we don't need to worry about them using other means!"

Bidding for large international projects involves more than just technical issues. Political factors, personal connections, and so on are equally important. With the support of South Korea, and the backing of the United States, they have managed to outcompete numerous rivals in the Middle East. However, these tactics may not necessarily work in Latvia.

Their influence has not expanded to this area for the time being, and the relationship between Latvia and the United States is relatively average. Therefore, Linlou can guarantee that this bidding will be conducted under relatively fair circumstances.

"Don't worry, we're determined to go all out this time, concentrating all our efforts on securing this project. If Six Construction doesn't have enough manpower and resources, I'll seek help from other units! We must do everything to prepare no matter what!" Lan Qigong also understood that this is not just about Six Construction anymore.

It is more related to the grand strategy of the Chinese construction industry entering the international market. So, although he attaches great importance to these dollars, he absolutely cannot be too shrewd and delay the overall situation. Just now at the meeting, the leaders also deliberately emphasized this point, telling Lan Qigong that the dollars will be gathered for them as soon as possible, and they should also be prepared in terms of personnel.

So Lan Qigong plans to go back and take a count to see exactly where there are still staffing shortages, make a list as soon as possible, and then draw personnel from other construction units.

These people are definitely treasures of their respective units. But there is no need to worry about them not being released. Firstly, it concerns the country's major strategy, and secondly, they definitely want the opportunity to go abroad to do business and earn dollars. Adapting to the foreign work environment in advance and accumulating valuable experience will also bring great benefits to them.

As for the Linlou side, Lan Qigong and Li Lanzhou both understand that when someone has done such a big favor, a few words of thanks are not enough. Luckily, Li Debao is doing a good job, and he has already found out Linlou's preferences. Since he likes old objects and collecting famous teas and wines, let's try to get him more of those!

There are more people in the unit with extensive connections than just Li Debao. When you return, send out all the people who can be sent out, and have them mobilize their own relationships to obtain some good items, good tea, and good wine for Lin Gong. It is imperative to ensure Lin Gong's satisfaction.

A few days after returning, the leaders approved the funds at an unprecedented speed. Linlou, who had long prepared arrangements in Hong Kong, immediately began to take action. The technical staff entered the border with equipment from Hong Kong and then took the first train to Beijing.

After arriving in Beijing, the technicians went to the hotel to rest after explaining the key points of unloading the goods. Li Lanzhou then led the workers to unload the equipment according to technical specifications and transported them to the training center of Liu Jian.

The technicians had barely taken a break before they were dragged to the training center to start classes. Li Lanzhou brought out a tape recorder and recorded all of the technicians' classes.

These technicians can work only eight hours a day. Regardless of whether Li Lanzhou and his team understand, they must leave when it is time; others can rest, but Li Lanzhou and his team dare not. After these technicians leave, they replay the recording, and everyone continues to study the content that was just explained according to the recorded explanation.

“Everyone, please pay attention. It cost the city several thousand dollars just to invite these teachers to provide training for us. You know how tight the budget is right now. This is a valuable opportunity, and if you miss it, it would be a waste of the money invested by the country in us!” Li Lanzhou reminded.

In fact, there was no need for him to make that statement. Every participant selected for this training is outstanding in both technical skills and political acumen. They have long formed the habit of seizing every opportunity to study diligently. When foreign technical trainers give lectures, they all take notes attentively.

Nowadays, people have started checking their notes against the content of audio recordings, and based on their past experience operating similar machinery, they have written down the differences between conventional Chinese and European machinery.

After ten minutes, the recording of the first part of the explanation ended. Li Lan Zhou pressed the pause button and began to ask, "Does anyone have any questions about this part?"

"Commander, I understand the need to check the oil level and various gauges before operating the machinery, but why do we need to walk around the forklift? What does this mean?" Someone immediately raised their hand to ask. There is no room for any carelessness in construction and development. Either you understand or you don't. Trying to bluff your way through could lead to serious issues.

"This is a good question," praised Li Lanzhou. He said that in the process of learning, it's not a problem to encounter issues, but it's a problem to pretend to understand when one doesn't. It may seem like there are no problems, but once you get to the construction site, it's over.

"Although Mr. Rogers didn't mention it just now, there are relevant instructions in the subsequent on-site construction management regulations!" Li LanZhou understands English and has already read through all of this information. He has also started using his spare time to translate these documents with the translators sent by the Lin Building."

As the commander, he must complete his studies much earlier than these ordinary technicians. Otherwise, he wouldn't know what to do when problems arise, which won't do.

"Circling around the vehicle is to check if there are any people around the vehicle, so as to avoid running over anyone when the vehicle starts moving! Just like driving, even though construction sites are relatively enclosed environments, it is still possible that workers may be hiding near the construction machinery to rest, or children may sneak in to play through the gaps in the barriers."

Even cats, dogs, and other pets running in are possible. There aren't many people in China who have the habit of keeping pets, but it has become popular in Europe and America.

"The second reason is to check whether the construction site meets the conditions for using this machinery. If there are any pits, they need to be filled up quickly to prevent the forklift from getting stuck. Do you understand?"

"Understood!" The technicians in the class quickly took note of Li Lanzhou's words. That's how technical standards are. When you don't understand, it may seem unnecessary, but once the reasons for these technical standards are clarified, everyone will immediately take them seriously and remember them.

The birth of every construction site regulation is almost always preceded by bloody cases, such as the regulation to walk around the vehicle. It must have been due to someone being run over by construction vehicles, or the occurrence of vehicle damage due to lack of inspection of the surrounding area, which led to the establishment of this regulation.

I reviewed for over an hour, solved some of the workers' questions, and then summarized the issues that I didn't understand temporarily. I'm ready to ask those foreign technical personnel when I have class tomorrow.

"Alright, that's it for today's review of this lesson. Let's take a ten-minute break, and then in the next class we'll study the laws, regulations, and customs of Latvia. We'll learn about the technical aspects first, and then study this, it's a good opportunity to give our brains a break!" Li Lan Zhou looked at his watch and announced the break.

Linlou almost burst out laughing when he heard this. The words sounded so familiar to him. It reminded him of when he was studying, when his English teacher said to take a break from mathematics and learn a few English words, and then his physics teacher suggested taking a break from English words and memorizing some formulas, followed by his chemistry teacher suggesting taking a break from physics formulas and learning some chemical formulas.

When it comes to the math teacher, it turns into memorizing ancient poems and verses. Tired of it, I want to switch my brain and learn some math. As for a few teachers, they simply enter into a loop. As for the physical education teacher... Sorry, since the graduation physical education exam ended, the physical education teacher has been frequently unavailable due to other obligations and illnesses. Therefore, the math teacher, English teacher, and physics teacher have been fighting to take over the physical education class.

With a loud noise, the students all rushed out of the classroom and ran to the restroom. Standing at the urinal, they untied their belts and let out a relaxed sigh. After sitting through a two-hour class, many of them were desperate to go.

Even in such a situation, there are still people who don't forget to study. After finishing peeing, they immediately asked their colleague, "Master Zhang, I didn't quite understand the last question just now. Could you explain it to me?"

"Hi, there's nothing that's unclear. I've already drawn the diagrams in my notebook. I'll show them to you when we go out!" The master said casually while holding a cigarette in one hand and supporting Ding Ding with the other. "Ah, you young people these days, you can't compare to us back then. When we went to listen to lectures by Soviet experts, each one was more dedicated than the last."

"Yeah, I remember when we were doing the computer operation, the Soviet expert farted, and Lao Zhang asked, 'Teacher, do we also need to fart before we use the computer in the future?'" Someone brought up the funny incident from back then, which made everyone burst into laughter.

After laughing, the one telling jokes became serious, "Don't laugh, afterwards, the leader praised Old Zhang, saying that learning requires this kind of spirit. No matter what the teacher does, we have to figure it out, even if it's just farting! Only then can we learn skills sooner!"

The scene fell silent again. Lao Zhang's skills are now the best among the all six construction teams. Perhaps it's because of his meticulous spirit that he could train such excellent skills.

"Alright, then let's learn more from Master Zhang. In the future, we must pay attention to every detail, ask whenever there is a problem, and never think that these details don't matter or worry about losing face when asking questions!" Everyone now wholeheartedly agrees.

In the following period, every week, Li LanZhou will invite training personnel to test their previous learning and then give rewards or punishments based on the exam results.

When the one-month training period ends, the vast majority of workers are already proficient in operating these machines and can perform basic maintenance.

After the final grades were released, several training instructors gave a thumbs-up and said, "When Mr. Lin invited us to come for training, we wondered how one month could be enough. Our training program was designed for three months. We didn't expect that you would perform even better than workers in other countries who study for three months!"

"The Chinese workers are really amazing!" Several teachers praised together.

Upon hearing this, all the workers present straightened their chests and showed proud expressions. They have brought honor to Liujian and Chinese workers through their hard work and efforts!

"These machines are indeed useful, much more efficient than relying solely on manpower! Unfortunately, there are too few mechanical equipment in the country now and there are also few workers who know how to operate these machines," sighed Lan Qigong.

"These will all be resolved sooner or later. There will be factories for mechanical research and development, and specialized schools for training technical personnel! In the future, XCMG Group, Sany Heavy Industry, Zoomlion Heavy Industry, Liugong, Lonking, Shantui, Sany Heavy Industry's Intelligent Division, and Foton Lovol Heavy Industry will all enter the top forty in the field of large construction machinery worldwide."

As for the training of technical personnel, "When it comes to excavator technology, the best can be found in Shandong, China at Blue Arrow." I believe everyone has heard this phrase before, right?

By the way, it seems that Lánxiáng Technical School was just established this year, and it happens to be in Shandong. How about giving Línshèng a call? Ask him to go and talk to Rónglánxiáng and see if we can make an investment together. Is this investment still feasible?

Lin Lou immediately called Lin Sheng and asked him to make a trip to Jinan. Lin Lou couldn't go himself at the moment as he was about to go to Latvia for a bidding competition.
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Before the plane landed, Lan Qigong looked out the window and said, "This place is really beautiful, but these mountains look much steeper than Xiangshan. It's not easy to construct here!"

What Li Lan Zhou is concerned about is another matter, "Lin, you mentioned that the South Goryeo Construction Team is working near the airport, right? Can we go to the site first when we land to get an idea of their skills?"

"No problem, although the airport construction team and our competitor, Samsung Construction Company, are not the same, they are both from South Korea, so there's still some reference value in observing them!" Lin agreed to his request and reminded, "But when we get to the site, you two should temporarily not reveal your identities."

"Nan Gao-li doesn't have many connections in Latvia, and we haven't participated in international construction bidding before, so they haven't noticed us yet. It's better to keep this secret for now, it will be beneficial for us to win the bid!" Once Chinese construction companies enter the international market, they will inevitably have a huge impact on Latvia.

The advantage of South Korean construction companies lies in their pricing, but Chinese construction firms can offer even lower prices. Once Chinese construction teams establish themselves in the international market, the advantages of South Korea will be limited to their network and technology.

Chinese technical construction companies will catch up eventually. As for networking, as one of the five major powers of the United Nations, China aims to expand its influence internationally, which is much easier than South Korea.

So from a different perspective, if South Korea's construction companies were to find out that China intends to enter this market, they would definitely try their best to stop it. Even if it means taking on the project of the Radovinia Resort Hotel at a loss, in the long run, it would still be very worth it.

Even if we can't completely stop them, even if it takes a few years, the profit earned from other projects during this time will be enough to offset this loss several times, or even tens of times.

"Understood!" Prior to inviting someone to train them, Lan Qigong and Li Lanzhou also learned about the complexity of bidding for large international projects, so they naturally understand its intricacy.

After the plane landed, Zhou Yalun greeted them at the airport with his staff. Latvia is now developing everywhere, and the demand for construction materials is increasing. Both special cement and aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates have a broad market. Therefore, Linlou arranged for Zhou Yalun to stay in Latvia for a period of time to promote these products.

After meeting, Lin Lou first helped to introduce them, then let the others sit in the car and follow Zhou Yalun's assistant to the place where they were staying, while the remaining four people went to the construction site together.

On the way, Lin mentioned another matter, saying, "According to international practice, when participating in bidding, the bidding organizations often engage in public relations activities, including but not limited to advertising in local media, promoting and introducing their businesses; hosting events such as receptions, to influence relevant individuals in the bidding country."

"This is our first time coming out, and our financial situation is limited, so we may not be able to advertise on a large scale or rent a high-end hotel to hold a reception and invite influential figures from the Latvian architecture industry to attend. However, Ms. Zhou happens to be doing similar work in Latvia, so we can bask in the glow of Ms. Zhou."

"When Ms. Zhou's Hualin Company organizes a cocktail party to promote building materials to the architecture community in Latvia, you can also attend and get to know some influential local representatives! Let them know about your capabilities and your intention to participate in the bidding for the vacation resort project!" It's not appropriate to have Lin spend money on promoting them, but it's alright for them to take advantage of the opportunity.

"I understand, I understand! This is similar to us striving for projects in China!" Lan Qigong quickly understood what Lin Lou meant. In China, engineering projects also require superiors to allocate them, and persuading superiors to choose the Sixth Construction Company requires a certain level of skill. Lan Qigong has done similar work before."

"Thank you, Ms. Zhou, you have really helped us a lot! In the future, if we come across any suitable projects, we will also recommend your materials to the property owners!" Lan Qigong immediately repaid the favor, "You help us create opportunities, and I'll help promote your building materials. With a mutual interest, people will work with more dedication!"

"Manager Lan is such a pity. We are all Chinese, so helping each other out is only natural!" Despite Lin's orders, Zhou Yalun was pleased to hear what Lan Qigong said.

"After I come back from the construction site, I will talk to you about what to pay attention to when attending this kind of reception. We can't just go up and introduce our company or even promise benefits. In fact, the reception is just a place for everyone to communicate and get to know each other. It's better to familiarize ourselves with each other first, so that when we meet in other places in the future, it will be easier to open up." Zhou Yalun reminded.

When the workers from South Korea saw Linlou and others at the construction site, they mistakenly thought that Zhou Yalun, Lan Qigong, Li Lanzhou, and others, including the previous visitor Li Qingxi, were all talented individuals in the field of architectural design. As a result, they did not feel cautious, but instead politely accompanied them to tour around the site.

And report the progress of the project to Linlou, "In another month's time, the land leveling work on this piece of land will be completed, and then we can move on to the next phase of construction."

"Your work efficiency is very fast, but make sure to maintain the quality of the work! You absolutely cannot be careless. Let's take a look at the details of your work." Linlou's reason is indeed justified, then he asked Li Lanzhou and Lan Qigong to review their project logs and inspect the details of their work.

The onsite management personnel did not doubt Lin's team. They showed them the information according to the regulations and took them to carefully inspect the working conditions of the workers.

After Mr. Lin and his team left, several on-site management personnel were feeling quite complex. "Ah, China's economy is so underdeveloped, yet they can produce such skilled architects. When will our people from South Korea be able to handle large-scale architectural design projects overseas?"

"Yeah, the profits from architectural design are much higher than construction. There are only a few of them, yet they can make tens of millions of dollars in profits. Although our construction contracts may be higher in total than the design contracts, on average, we are far behind per person!"

"Although Master Jin Shougen has won the AIA-Hawaii Chapter-Pacific Architectural Award and the Italian Knight Honor Medal, he had previously failed in several international bidding competitions. The fact that such a young Chinese architect can achieve what even Master Jin Shougen couldn't do makes them all feel quite disheartened."

Jin Shougen and Jin Zhongye are both representative figures of the first generation of architects in modern architecture in South Goryeo. "Time" magazine called him the Leonardo da Vinci of South Goryeo.

During the period of extensive construction in the southern part of high Goryeo, Jin Shougen and the Spatial Affairs Office designed a large number of important buildings, and many of them were successfully implemented.

After years of persistent exploration of the integration of traditional and modern architecture, Kim Sung-geon has formed a philosophy of inheriting the traditional architecture of South Goryeo and unique design techniques, indicating the direction for the development of modern architecture in South Goryeo, and becoming one of the most important figures in the succession of the South Goryeo architectural industry.

And trained Min Jingzhi, Cheng Xiaoxiang and other second-generation architects from South Korea, who are now one of the most prestigious architects in the South Korean architectural community. However, when he participated in the competition for the Pompidou Center in Paris, France, he lost to Renzo Piano from Italy and Richard Rogers from the United Kingdom. He has not won many other international bids and has not taken on any major projects.

And the fact that he was awarded the American Institute of Architects AIA-Hawaii Chapter-Pacific Rim Architectural Award and the Italian Knight of Honor medal cannot be compared to Lin Lou's American Institute of Architects Gold Medal and the Venice Architecture Biennale Golden Lion Award, which makes the architects of Nangao Lee even more frustrated.

"Master Jin is responsible for the entire construction project in South Korea, so it's normal for him to not have much energy to participate in international bidding. Besides, hasn't Master Jin also secured several projects in Iran, and just recently won the design business for the indoor sports stadium in Sarawak, Malaysia? People in South Korea place great importance on respecting their elders, so as soon as someone questions Kim Soo-geun, someone immediately becomes unhappy."

The person who was speaking just now quickly admitted their mistake, but in their heart, they were somewhat unconvinced. The indoor sports stadium in Sarawak, Malaysia definitely cannot be compared to the project of the International Airport in the capital of Latvia. As for those projects in Iran, they are all just ordinary residential projects. In the most important bidding for the Tehran Hotel project, Jin Shougen definitely lost.

Lin Lou did not hear their conversation, and even if he did, he wouldn't have cared. Compared to the achievements of the South Koreans in the construction industry, their architects' influence in the field of design is far inferior. The most reputable Choeng Heesang has only participated in the Venice Architecture Biennale at most.

However, Lin Lou seemed a bit envious of Kim Soo-geun. He completed the design of the Seoul Olympic Stadium, allowing the people of South Korea to host the Olympics in a stadium designed by their own architects. Unfortunately, Kim Soo-geun passed away in June 1986, and he did not live to see this scene, which is a bit regrettable.

Back at the hotel, without paying attention to rest, Li Lanzhou and Lan Qigong went to receive training from Zhou Yalun, diligently studying the taboos that need to be observed at the banquet.

On the day of the event, Lan Qigong and Li Lanzhou put on their new suits, brought the materials into the party venue, and walked around with champagne in the style of Linlou.

The capital airport project of Latvia is one of their most important construction projects in recent years. As the main architect of the project, Lin Lou's appearance at this gathering of architectural professionals immediately attracted attention. His colleagues approached and greeted him, praising his brilliant designs.

When asked about the purpose of his visit this time, Lin Lou took the opportunity to introduce Li Lanzhou and Lan Qigong to them, saying, "This time I am assisting Chinese construction companies to participate in bidding."

Can construction companies in China do a good job with building? Many people instinctively have this thought, but once they remember that the capital's airport project was designed by Lin Lou, they change their attitude. Since China can produce such outstanding architects like Lin Lou, then they must also have an excellent construction team, right?

To be realized, a good building requires not only being completed on paper, but also a construction team with strong technical skills to turn the design into reality.

"These two are representatives from China Sixth Construction Company, which has many successful cases. The most famous one is the Xiangshan Hotel designed by Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei, which won the gold award from the American Institute of Architects. Although Mr. Pei's design is certainly the most critical, the strength of the Sixth Construction Company in presenting his design perfectly should not be underestimated!"

To let everyone understand the strength of the construction team, there is no better way than showcasing their work. After hearing Linlou's introduction, Li Lanzhou immediately took out the photos of Xiangshan Hotel and explained to them the various problems encountered by the 6th Construction during the completion of the project and how they resolved them.

"We have used a variety of new technologies, such as the use of Laiticri admixture as a mortar admixture to increase the bonding strength of the mortar, and to provide resistance to low temperature shrinkage, weathering, water intrusion, chemical erosion, and frost. We also use hot water heating and hot air blowers to address the issue of construction and renovation temperature in winter."

There are many new technologies used in the Fragrant Hills Hotel project, and Li Lanzhou deliberately selected and elaborated on several that are needed for the Alps Resort Hotel project.

When he spoke, he unconsciously glanced at Lin Lou. Initially, he had looked at Lin Lou with a hint of disdain when Lin Lou was young. However, unexpected to him, at the meeting, Lin Lou directly presented these technologies and perfectly resolved the issues he had raised. Now, he would have to use these technologies to persuade the experts from Latvia.

Zhou Yalun also timely introduced the special cement produced by his company, and then proposed to go to the Alps to inspect the frost resistance and rapid drying performance of this special cement.

Latvia is located at the end of the Alps, with a relatively cold climate. Work often comes to a halt due to low temperatures. Therefore, they were very curious to hear about the performance of this cement and immediately agreed to Zhou Yalun's arrangement.

"Our company has certain experience in using this special type of cement. We can have our construction workers come and demonstrate it!" Li Lan Zhou quickly added, seeing this as not only a good opportunity to showcase the cement's performance, but also to display the construction techniques of the Liujian employees to the Latvians.

Lin Lou is also very satisfied with this arrangement, the purpose of holding this reception has been achieved, and it can be considered a relatively successful public relations and marketing event.

The next day, they brought materials, equipment, and personnel to the top of the Alps, ready to give a demonstration to the Latvians.
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"In such an environment, construction poses a huge test to the quality of workers and the professionalism of equipment. If the technical level is not up to standard, it will not only hinder the completion of the project construction, but also cause irreversible damage to the land. Our company, HTF, happens to have experience in this area!" Upon arrival at the site, Linlou and the team saw a German man conversing confidently with the Latvian workers.

When they approached, the German man looked disdainful, just glanced at them, and continued, "In the field of construction technology, Germany is definitely world-class. Handing over this project to us will surely be well done!"

"Unfortunately, the Führerbunker failed to save Hitler's life," a Latvian man sneered in the crowd. "Latvia had also been attacked by ** back then, so they don't have much love for the Hautevost Company."

After the war, the Howardite Company has been under attack for its involvement in constructing a large number of buildings and forced labor. As a result, they have developed resilience. However, Thomas Kintell ignored this and continued to boast about their company's construction capabilities in harsh environments.

"The altitude here is relatively high, and the temperature is very low. If conventional construction methods are used, the cement will not solidify properly, and the walls are prone to distortion and cracking. Therefore, special admixtures and hot water heating devices must be used for construction, which is not something that ordinary construction companies can achieve."

Thomas Gintell is well-informed and heard that a Chinese construction team is coming to the site to demonstrate their techniques for the Latvian side. He brought his own team to seize the opportunity and hopes to completely outperform the Sixth Construction Company, leaving a deep impression on the Latvian side in order to win the bid.

"Mr. Lin, Haohao Dif company has also sent someone to conduct on-site construction simulation. We think this is also a good opportunity to test the construction team in the city, so we arranged it together. We hope you don't mind!" said Juersuo-Korhut, the director of the Department of Architecture at Dum University, approaching Mr. Lin.

Then he leaned in close to Lin and whispered, "Based on what I know, the technology of Hao Haoti Company is indeed good, but their quotation is also high. In addition, there are some historical reasons. If your technology is not much worse than theirs, I believe you can still win against them."

After Jules Coelho left, Li Lanzhou asked about the recent events. Lin Lou truthfully translated the situation to him. Before Li Lanzhou could say anything, his assistant Jiang Dacheng disagreed, saying, "What do you mean our technology isn't much worse than theirs? The exercises haven't even started, and they already think that the Germans must be better than us?"

"Germany is a developed country, and it's normal for their technology to be more advanced than ours. Lao Jiang, you can't be proud and complacent. When they demonstrate later, pay attention and maybe we can learn something!" Lan Qigong kindly advised, although he was in a leading position in the company, Jiang Dacheng had seniority and technical expertise, and was always respected in the company, so he couldn't criticize him.

"No matter how advanced the technology is, do people still have to do the work of building a house in the end? I really want to see if they have three heads and six arms!" Jiang Dacheng was very dissatisfied, but he also knew that he was on someone else's turf, so he let it go with a few complaints.

"I'll introduce first. This is Mr. Thomas Kintler from the German company Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft, and this is Mr. Lan Qigong from the Beijing Sixth Construction Company of China. On behalf of Latvia, I would like to thank both companies for coming to participate in the bidding in Duisburg, and wish you good luck!" Kuls Korhut made the introductions and delivered the opening remarks.

"I'm glad to meet you. This seems to be my first time dealing with a colleague from China," Thomas Gintell reached out his right hand to Li Lanzhou.

"I am also very happy to meet colleagues from Germany. I have long heard that Germany's construction technology is very advanced, and I hope to take this opportunity to learn a lot from you." Lan Qigong humbly said as usual.

He was just being polite, but Thomas Kintell was sincere. He smiled and comforted, "The accumulation of any technology requires a long time and a huge amount of money. Perhaps you may not win in this bidding, but as long as you accumulate solidly, I believe that one day you can truly enter the international market."

"Looks like Mr. Kintell is very confident about winning this bid. However, we won't give up easily. Let's have a small competition today and determine the winner at the final bidding meeting!" This response made Mr. Lan a little irritated. He thought, "Why are you taking it so seriously?"

Jueruso-Kolhut also recommended the presence of the judges, many of whom are influential figures in the Latvian architectural field. They may not be members of the expert panel for the bidding evaluation, but they have a significant influence on the panel. They may be teachers or classmates of the panel members, or they may work in the same architectural firm.

As long as they can leave a deep impression on them, they will transmit these messages to the ears of the members of the expert group in their own way, thus influencing the results of the evaluation.

"All right, the topic for this live simulation is wall building. The final evaluation will be determined by factors such as completion speed and the quality of the wall. Mr. Jintre and Mr. Lan, do you have any opinions?" With the prelude concluded, Colehut announced the topic of the competition.

Building walls can be said to be the most common and ordinary work in on-site construction, but to complete this project well is not an easy task. A good construction unit can achieve meticulous bricklaying, level and straight walls, and complete the work quickly and efficiently. On the other hand, construction workers with poor skills not only finish the job late, but also build walls that are crooked and unsightly.

"No objections!" Lan Qigong and Thomas Gintell did not express any opposition, so the game officially began. The two teams each occupied a piece of land and started to move bricks and mud, and the competition officially started.

A burly German worker took out a tool consisting of three wooden boards arranged in a U-shaped groove, and then used a trowel for laying bricks to block the groove at a certain angle.

"What is this thing used for?" In comparison, the tool in Jiang Dacheng's hand is much simpler, just an ordinary trowel.

"I don't know, but it looks like it's used for applying cement, right?" His disciples shook their heads like tambourines. None of them had seen this thing before.

"No matter what they say, let's just focus on doing our own thing!" Then Jiang Dacheng started giving orders. Some people brought over the special cement provided by Zhou Yalun and mixed it with water and sand, while others carried bricks from a nearby stack.

"Very primitive construction method!" Thomas Kintell was a little nervous at first, but when he saw the appearance of DaCheng Jiang and the others, he immediately calmed down. Then he directed the technical staff to calculate according to the task objectives, while the other workers moved various equipment to the appropriate places, preparing to start construction.

In no time, the technicians came up with the results, and they prepared cement and bricks based on these results. Thomas Kintell believed that any client would pay attention to the cost issue, and although the company Haohao Tifu quoted a higher price, they could accurately calculate and use construction materials to help the client save costs.

If at the end of the competition, they use up exactly all the bricks and cement they bring, not a bit more, not a bit less, it will definitely leave a deep impression on the representatives of the Latvian construction industry on the scene.

What he wants is not just a simple victory. Thomas Gintell is confident that he can achieve a complete victory, not only building walls that are more sturdy and neat than the Chinese construction units but also using materials with more precision.

"Oh, is it necessary to even calculate for such a small task?" Jiang Dacheng did not understand German, but judging from the German's attitude, he could tell. After scanning the blueprint with just one glance, he immediately quoted a number.

After the cement was mixed and the bricks were in place, the Germans were still adding admixtures to the cement and using equipment to raise the temperature of the site, while Jiang Dacheng had already started working on the masonry.

Left hand holds a brick, right hand holds a trowel, seemingly casually smearing mortar, then placing the brick on top, and then fetching the second brick. The entire set of movements flows smoothly and effortlessly, without any appearance of excess or burden, unknowingly, the first layer of brick is laid.

"His skills are excellent! Even in our Hofftedt company, workers as outstanding as him are rare!" Lucas Huweders, the captain of the German construction team, was a bit surprised.

These actions may seem unremarkable to ordinary people, but they look completely different in the eyes of an expert. Jiang Dacheng started laying bricks without using measuring tools, yet the bricks he laid were so neat, with consistent width in between each brick. The amount of cement scooped up with each trowel was just enough, showing a level of skill that not just anyone can achieve.

"However, he made a fundamental mistake," Thomas Kintell also appeared a little flustered, but quickly regained his composure. "I didn't see them adding admixtures to the concrete. Under normal construction conditions, his approach wouldn't be a problem, but we are up in the Alps now, where the temperature is much lower than the plains!"

"At this temperature, without using an admixture, the cement cannot congeal properly. No matter how beautiful the wall he builds now, it will be useless. Even if our completion speed is slightly slower, we will definitely win with better quality." In this situation, Thomas Gentel does not expect to win either.

"You're right. In the end, we will be the ones to win!" Lucas Hernandez relaxed as well, and stopped paying attention to Jiang Dacheng's construction speed. Instead, he focused on his own work, evenly mixing the admixture into the cement, then placing the cement into the U-shaped groove and starting to build the wall.

The U-shaped groove has scale marks. Spread the cement evenly in the U-shaped groove, hold the two sides of the U-shaped groove with both hands, and slowly pull it back. The cement will be evenly and neatly spread, then just put the bricks on top.

Install a tile cutter with saw teeth on the groove of the U-shaped groove so that during the pulling process, the cement can be pulled apart according to the distance of the saw teeth, without splashing out and without wasting any cement. There is no need to constantly adjust the consistency of the cement. With the preset ratio, the consistency can be directly matched and used, which is very convenient.

"Hey, don't underestimate this thing, it's quite useful! Although I don't need it myself, using it for some beginners, the quality of the walls they build is not bad at all!" Lucas Hepworth was amazed by Jiang Dacheng's technique, and Jiang Dacheng also saw the benefits of this new type of tool.

"Germans really have a few brushes!" Jiang Dacheng sighed. The German tilers make cement troughs according to precise measurements, and the volume of cement inside is just right, neither too thick nor too thin. The ratio of cement and wall adhesion is very scientific, and the wall is also more sturdy and safe.

"It's just a bit rigid. When building a wall, not every part requires the same amount of cement. Sometimes, you need to adjust according to experience, and in that case, continuing to use this kind of tool is not very suitable."

This tool can improve the lower limit of workers, but there is still a significant gap with top-level skilled workers. Jiang Dacheng has participated in the construction of the People's Congress Hall as an eighth-grade tile worker. In terms of masonry skills, he can rank among the top ten in China. In order to win this bid, the Sixth Construction Company has brought out all their hidden treasures.

Just like in the field of mechanical processing, an eighth-level skilled lathe operator can accomplish things that even precision machinery cannot achieve. In on-site construction, an eighth-level skilled bricklayer also surpasses machines. Jiang Dacheng's skills are completely beyond what can be achieved by using advanced equipment from Germany.

Under his leadership, the 6th Construction Representative Team completed the brick wall construction at a faster pace. A neat and uniform brick wall with nearly consistent mortar joints appeared in front of Juleso-Colhut and others.

"Don't worry, don't worry. Speed of completion does not necessarily represent the quality of completion! We can still win!" Thomas Kintell continued to encourage his workers.

The workers of the Hao Haoti Company still had some confidence, so they were not greatly disturbed. They continued to work methodically and completed the wall in one-third less time than Jiang Dacheng and his team.

After the work was completed, Thomas Gintell didn't wait long. He eagerly approached Jiang Dacheng to ask, "Sir, are you interested in working for Howateve Company?"

Highly skilled technical workers like him are highly sought after within the Haohao Diwei company. Many high-end projects with strict construction requirements require their expertise to complete.

"If you're willing to come over, I can guarantee you a yearly salary of $100,000!" Thomas Kintell added before the translator finished translating his words.
Chapter 466 Smashing the Wall

Thomas Gintell collected information upon learning that a Chinese construction team was participating in the bidding process. Despite the time constraint, he obtained a basic understanding of the income level of Chinese construction workers, which he found to be very low.

Jiang Dacheng is such a skilled technician that his expertise can even be described as artistic. He is a scarce talent at the Howardive company. If they can recruit him, the talent referral fee from the HR department alone would be a substantial amount. Moreover, it would also weaken the strength of their competitors. So, why not do it?

After speaking, he smiled with a hint of pride on his face as he looked at Jiang Dacheng. He believed that a construction worker from China would never be able to resist the temptation of a hundred thousand dollars under any circumstances.

"Wow, Lao Jiang, you're really something! Someone is willing to pay $100,000 just to have you! Why don't you go and take the job? Consider it as contributing to the country's foreign exchange!" Someone joked with Jiang Dacheng.

"Mr. Jin, it might be inappropriate to poach someone in front of me, isn't it?" Lan Qigong was a little nervous. He was afraid that if Jiang Dacheng agreed, even if all the construction units in Beijing were added together, there would not be many Level 8 tile workers. If this person left, it would be a big loss.

"Hey, hey, one hundred thousand dollars, not a small amount!" Jiang Dacheng also woke up from the shock, and chuckled self-deprecatingly, "I never thought I'd be worth this much!"

After understanding Jiang Dacheng's meaning through translation, Thomas Gintell thought he was moved, and quickly added, "The $100,000 is just your basic annual salary. In addition, we also offer bonuses, profit sharing, and other benefits for senior technicians. If you are willing to come, the treatment offered by Howarthive Company will definitely satisfy you!"

"If I go, will you reimburse me for medical expenses? Will you help solve the problem of my child's education? Can I have a canteen to cook for me? I'm used to eating fried sauce noodles, I'm not used to German food! Oh, by the way, my child is grown up, can you introduce a partner for him?" Jiang Dacheng asked a series of questions.

He has been working at the Lujian Company since the 1960s, earning a monthly salary of over 100 yuan as a level 8 worker, which is more than what the manager and secretary earn. Whenever the company has good news, whether it's distributing housing or welfare benefits, his name is always on the list. The company really cherishes him! Even though he doesn't earn as much as he would if he went to work for the Haoditef Company.

It is possible to work in a state-owned enterprise, with a relatively small salary, but there are various hidden benefits. Because of his relationship, the company arranged a leisurely job for his spouse so that she can take care of the family with peace of mind. When it comes to childcare, the children can attend the company's affiliated kindergarten and primary school, without any need for personal worry.

When the child grows up in the future, he wants to work in the construction company, and it's just a matter of his words. He can choose any job, as long as he doesn't want to be a manager or a secretary. After entering the company, the labor union will immediately help organize blind dates and introduce potential partners, and the company will help with everything.

"We will purchase medical insurance for employees, and we will also help your children find suitable schools. As for the cafeteria..." Hautif's benefits for senior technicians are also good, but they are limited to regular benefits. Helping them purchase insurance and arranging for their children's schooling are not a problem, but setting up a personal cafeteria for them could be a bit difficult."

As for introducing partners to children, Thomas Kintler has never heard of it. Is there such a practice? It seems that a similar approach exists in East Germany, but in West Germany, it's completely impossible.

When Thomas Gintec encountered difficulties, Jiang Dacheng chuckled, "Haha, I'm saying, with such a big company like yours, you can only solve this little benefit? Then I might as well not go, don't end up making it so that my child can't even find a partner later on."

State-owned enterprises cannot offer high wages to these advanced skilled workers, after all, they are restricted by regulations. However, in terms of other benefits, it is unmatched by private or even foreign companies. Working as a skilled worker here is prestigious, even the factory director and managers have to be careful and serve carefully, fearing their displeasure.

Whenever there is a problem, usually there is no need for a senior worker to speak up. The company will handle it properly. That's why many private companies offer higher wages to attract senior workers to work for them, but those senior workers are not willing to bother. Although it seems like they can earn more in private companies, they have to take care of many things by themselves, so how can they focus on their work?

They have been accustomed to a comfortable life in state-owned enterprises. Unless under special circumstances, they are reluctant to adapt to new environments. As for the news reports by journalists, they often only mention the low salary and old houses of the workers, while intentionally or unintentionally ignoring various hidden benefits, which elicits sympathy from the readers without understanding that the workers are actually leading a good life.

Some jobs are not just about the salary. At a "996" company, you can earn 400,000 yuan a year while working at a tobacco company, you can easily earn 200,000 yuan a year, plus various benefits. Which one should you choose? Should one choose the former job more, or the latter job more?

Not to mention the workers nowadays who really regard themselves as the masters of the enterprise. They would rather not be a good master and instead go to work for others as employees. Jiang Dacheng can't be bothered to do that.

The workers all chuckled. Working at Sixth Construction is tough, but it's secure. They don't have to worry about unemployment, and their salaries are relatively high enough to cover expenses in Beijing. As for housing, even if Beijing faces a housing shortage, who can do without them to build houses?

As long as you wait patiently in line, you will eventually have the opportunity to get a house. When that happens, colleagues from the same unit can all live together. It would be much livelier to go home together after work than staying outside alone, wouldn't it?

Thomas Gintell really can't understand why Jiang Dacheng doesn't take the higher income. If there are other companies willing to offer him one and a half times the salary, he would have switched jobs long ago, not to mention using dozens of times the treatment to poach him. Who would really dare to give him so much? He would immediately kneel down and call that person "dad".

But no matter what he said, Jiang Dacheng still looked at him with a sneer on his face, completely unmoved. Seeing that there was no hope in swaying him, Thomas Gintell could only leave in frustration.

"Mr. Kollhüt, we finished in less time, used fewer materials, and the quality of the completion is beyond words. We should be the winners of this competition, right?" Lan Qigong said triumphantly as he found Jules Kollhüt.

Although Jiang Dacheng did not measure the cement in advance, just like a butcher who has been selling meat for many years can accurately chop the required amount of meat for customers without measuring, Jiang Dacheng only took a glance at the drawings and was able to mix and lay the cement needed for this brick wall. When it was completed, there was not a single bit of waste, and the amount was even more precise than what the Germans could achieve using machines.

As for the quality of the walls, Jiang Dacheng doesn't even need to use plumb lines. The walls he builds are level and vertical, with uniform width and thickness for each brick joint. The visual effect is on par with that of the Germans.

Plus, considering that they finished earlier, no matter which aspect you judge it from, the ultimate winner should be the Six constructs. Jules Courbet and other Latvians seem to see it this way too.

Thomas Gintell certainly did not want to accept defeat. He immediately raised objections, "We can all feel that the temperature here is much lower than in downtown Dum City. Maybe his approach works in Dum City, but here, concrete cannot set in this temperature without the use of admixtures!"

“Building a wall is not just about sticking bricks together with cement. What's the use of a wall if it's only beautiful but not strong? Moreover, in low-temperature environments, cement can also produce irregular expansion, cracking, and other phenomena. Perhaps, soon after, this wall will lose its beauty on the surface!”

"And although our completion time was a bit long, it was strictly in accordance with the specifications. We used an admixture that can help the cement solidify in low temperature environments, so that the walls we built are both beautiful and aesthetically pleasing. Therefore, I believe that the winner should be us!" Thomas Kintler appeared confident.

"Hehe, just because you say it's not sturdy means it's not sturdy? You're just bragging here. If you can blow it down, then come and give it a try!" Jiang Dacheng sneered.

"Old Jiang, be more polite in front of foreign friends!" Although Lan Qigong said this, looking at his expression, it is clear that he is very satisfied with Jiang Dacheng's performance. Foreign friends are still friends. This is obviously looking for trouble. What kind of friends are they? Naturally, there is no need to be so polite!

Li Lanzhou brought over two 8-pound hammers from the side and said, "It's not enough to just talk about how solid it is, you have to use this thing! If you send someone to smash our wall, we will send someone to smash yours too. Let's see whose collapses first?"

"Lucas, has our cement solidification been completed?" Thomas Gintell asked. He was the professional in charge of bidding, and he truly did not have the expertise of Lucas Hewitt in on-site construction.

"Oh, it hasn't completely solidified yet. As you know, even with the use of admixtures, cement takes much longer to solidify at this temperature compared to normal conditions!"

"However, since they haven't used any additives, the setting speed will only be slower than ours! Maybe a single blow could bring down the wall!" Lucas-Huvedes seemed quite eager and excited.

"Then I'll leave it to you! You must break down their walls as quickly as possible!" Thomas Kintell handed the eight-pound hammer to Lucas Hevdes.

"Lao Jiang, let me handle this physical work!" Someone over there wanted to get the qualifications for smashing the wall from Jiang Dacheng. They had all smashed numerous walls, but this was the first time they were going to smash a wall built by Germans, so everyone was curious.

"Get out of my way! Even if I allowed him three hits, I would be the one hitting faster!" Jiang Dacheng also refused to miss this opportunity, and he walked over with a hammer in hand.

Jules-Koerhut continued to serve as the referee. Once they were both ready, he announced the start, and Lucas-Huvedes immediately lifted the hammer and smashed it against the wall.

Instead of smashing the top, he drew an arc and fiercely smashed the hammerhead towards a certain position below the wall. According to his calculations on the structural forces of the wall, this position was the weakest point. Once it was shattered, the entire front wall would collapse.

The cement wall that hadn't solidified, just a single strike of the hammer, and the wall collapsed. Before the hammer struck the wall, there was a smile on Lucas Hévédès's lips. It seemed that he had already seen the wall crumbling.

"Bang!" The eight-pound hammer struck the base of the wall hard, but the feedback from his hand was completely different from what he had imagined. Looking at the wall, it still stood there as steady as ever.

What's going on? Lucas-Hewitt immediately leaned forward and touched the cement in the gap of the brick, only to find that the cement had solidified in such a short time!

"Hey, kid, with your strong appearance, how come you don't even have this much strength? Did you not eat?" Jiang Dacheng taunted again.

He wasn't in a hurry to smash the wall. He stood there leisurely, with one hand gripping an eight-pound hammer and the other hand on his waist, saying, "Come on, bring it on. I'll wait until you're done smashing before I take action!"

Lucas-Hewitt's face turned red, he quickly raised the eight-pound hammer again, and exerted all his strength to strike. After two consecutive hits, the brick that was being struck had cracked, but it was still far from collapsing the wall!

"Alright, your technique is ineffective. Now, watch me!" Jiang Dacheng also raised an eight-pound hammer and struck at the same spot. However, the result was completely different: the not yet fully solidified cement began to splash after being impacted, and the wall also showed slight shaking, unlike the situation when Lucas Hernandez smashed the wall just now.

"Boom!"

"Bang!" Jiang Dacheng and Lucas-Hewitt didn’t stop hammering their hammers on the walls built by each other. Cracks and looseness began to appear on both walls, but the German's wall cracked and shook noticeably more.

The rhythms of the two people smashing the wall were also noticeably different. Jiang Dacheng maintained a steady speed with his hammer, able to use the reactive force generated when hitting the wall to save effort.

Lucas-Huvedes is getting more and more anxious. He sees that his wall is about to collapse and can't help but speed up, but this does not allow him to catch up with Jiang Dacheng's progress.

With a "clatter", the wall built by the Germans collapsed under Jiang Dacheng's hammer, while Heides continued to huff and puff.

Jiuer-Su Kehr Huot doesn't need to make any judgement anymore, the outcome of the match has already been revealed. Jiuer-Su Kehr Huot and Thomas-Kintel ran over at the same time, gazing fixedly at the wall built by Jiang Dacheng.

"How did you manage to do it? Why can cement still solidify quickly at such temperatures?"

Thank you to "流沙"、 "未成精的小马"、 "书友20190808154257446" and "无道不通的打赏".
Chapter 467 It's Too Late If We Don't Communicate Again

"We have used a new type of special cement, which can not only quickly solidify in low-temperature environments and maintain its strength, but also has effects such as corrosion resistance and rapid drying. It can be widely used in the construction of low-temperature and coastal environments, and can also be used for rapid repair and maintenance!" This is what Zhou Yalun and others said.

Although she introduced the characteristics of this cement to some people at the last cocktail party, can talking and reading materials compare to seeing the effect with your own eyes?

Through this game, not only did Liu Jian prove his technical strength in front of the Latvians, but also Hualin Company's special cement demonstrated excellent performance. Why wait to promote it now?

"Is this kind of cement expensive? Is it difficult to produce? Can it be produced in Latvia?" Jursso-Korhut realized that this kind of cement would have a wide range of applications in Latvia.

Although Latvia is not a coastal country, it has a large area of land located in mountainous regions where temperatures are relatively low for several months each year. Ordinary cement cannot properly solidify in these conditions, so construction can only take place during the warmer months. This inevitably affects the speed at which Latvians can build their homes.

So the Latvian construction industry has always been concerned with the development of various new types of admixtures. Now, Chinese construction units have unexpectedly developed a special type of cement that can quickly solidify in low temperature environments without using any admixtures. They are certainly excited. If the cost of this special cement can be accepted, then the construction speed in Latvia can be greatly accelerated.

The Latvians living in higher altitude areas do not have to wait as long to move into new houses and enjoy the benefits brought about by Latvia's economic development.

"Purely in terms of production cost, using admixtures with ordinary Portland cement doesn't differ much from the cost of producing the cement mentioned, but its construction is more convenient and its performance is superior. It not only saves a lot of time but also allows for faster construction of buildings. In reality, the production cost of this type of cement at the Hualin company's factory in Shandong is much lower than what Zhouyalun claimed."

However, the pricing of a product is not only determined by its cost, but also by the prices of substitute products in the market. As it can save construction time, Zhou Yalun's quotation can be accepted even if it is slightly higher than the total price of ordinary cement with additives.

After all, the cost savings from shortening the construction period add up considerably compared to using conventional cement plus admixtures. The labor expenses are not insignificant, especially in regions with high labor costs such as Europe.

"If the quantity needed is large, using large cargo ships to travel by sea, passing through the Suez Canal to reach the Mediterranean, then transporting them through railways from Yugoslavia may also be acceptable in terms of cost. However, it is definitely better to build the factory in our country." Jules-Corhut quickly made a calculation.

Then he eagerly asked, "So, is your company willing to sell the patent?" He was certainly more interested in building a cement plant in his own country to produce this new type of cement, which would not only save costs but also solve a batch of employment issues.

"Our company has invested a lot of manpower and material resources in the development of this new type of cement, so we have no plans to sell the patent in the short term!" Zhou Yalun was beginning to talk nonsense. In fact, with the information provided by Linlou, they only spent two hundred thousand dollars to obtain the technology for large-scale industrial production.

For bulk material like cement, the R&D contract of just $200,000 is almost negligible. She also knows that the patent purchase cost offered by Latvia is definitely several times or even dozens of times their R&D investment. However, it still does not bring in as much profit as producing this cement on their own.

"But if we were to transport cement from China to Latvia, the cost would still be too high. It would only be feasible to purchase a large quantity of cement and hire a large cargo ship for transport. However, this poses a problem in terms of transportation, storage, and handling of the cement. Once the transportation distance exceeds five hundred kilometers, it becomes uneconomical to transport cement."

Moreover, sea transportation also easily causes damage to cement due to humidity, and Latvia is an inland country without ports, so it must borrow Yugoslavia's railway system to transport goods in. The goods are unloaded and loaded onto trains at ports, and the trains continue to unload at Latvia, the labor cost of this process alone is already quite high.

"We, at Hao Haoti Fu Company, are also willing to cooperate with your company to jointly produce this new type of special cement!" Thomas Gintel also keenly realized the business opportunity. Although Hao Haoti Fu Company is a construction contractor, they also have long-term partnerships with building material production enterprises, so Thomas Gintel fully understands the value of this type of cement."

Once this type of cement is available, along with the experience in processing it, it would greatly benefit Houhaotiifu Company's participation in bidding for port and cold region projects. Therefore, he also wants to have this cement under the control of Houhaotiifu Company. However, seeing Zhou Yalun's firm attitude, it's probably impossible to obtain the patent, so he can only settle for second best.

"We also have cement plants in Latvia. And for the foreseeable future, Latvia will be in a peak construction period, resulting in a high demand for cement. If you are willing to collaborate with us in building a cement plant, I believe you don't need to worry about market sales at all!" followed by Kursou-Colhute.

"If you are willing, I can immediately contact the persons in charge of several cement factories. I believe they will be very willing to participate in this project! Even if we cannot obtain the patent, collaborating on production is also a good approach. It can similarly provide cement to Latvia and solve employment issues locally."

If the factory is large enough and the production capacity is strong, it might even be able to export to other countries. There are plenty of countries around Latvia that need to build ports or have lower temperatures, and they all need this kind of cement.

"I also think that it's not a good deal to transport cement from China to Latvia over long distances, so if there are suitable conditions and partners, our company doesn't mind building a new factory in Europe." Then we can use this factory to sell cement to various countries in Europe.

Transporting cement from Latvia to Germany and France is much more cost-effective than from China. Even though labor costs in Latvia are much higher than in China, Hualin Company can still make significant profits.

"I can also report to the headquarters immediately. The representative of the German cement production company should be able to arrive in Dum City by tomorrow afternoon at the latest. I hope you can give us a chance!" Thomas Gintell is no longer concerned about this vacation hotel project. Compared to the profits brought by this new type of special cement, a small hotel project is nothing at all.

"Hualin Corporation is willing to cooperate with excellent partners to promote this product, which has been the result of countless efforts by our research and development team, to the world!" Zhou Yalun naturally agreed to this and immediately stated, "Just seeing the situation on-site is not enough to understand all the performance of this new type of cement. We have also prepared sufficient data."

"I have brought the comparative experiments between this type of cement and ordinary cement, as well as data from fatigue resistance tests, seawater corrosion resistance tests, low-temperature resistance tests, and so on. Later, I will hold a seminar at the hotel, and friends who are interested are welcome to attend! The previous cocktail party was just appetizers, now we are finally getting to the main course."

Juelsso-Kolhutt can address the sales of this product in Latvia, while Thomas-Kinter and his company, Haotifu, can help bring this product into more countries.

Jules Courvoisier and Thomas Kintner can also benefit from this project, so they gladly accepted the invitation and soon confirmed the time and venue for the seminar.

At this point, the outcome of a mere game is no longer important. However, Juelsso- Colhut still announced on behalf of the judges that Beijing Sixth Construction Company from China has won the game.

Kjellson-Kohlhut spoke highly of Jiang Dacheng and his team's construction skills, saying, "Your construction work is truly artistic, worthy of being the team that completed the Fragrant Hills Hotel project!"

If previously, Latvia only invited Liujian to participate in the bidding based on their respect for Lin Lou and IM Pei, now they truly believe that Liujian has the capability to win this project. Based on the construction quality they just demonstrated, they are more than confident in completing this resort hotel project.

And the project is located in a high-altitude area, where it experiences low-temperature climate for several months every year. In order to save time, it is necessary to use cement admixtures or new types of cement. The cement provided by Zhou Yalun is a brand new construction material, and Lujian Construction has experience in using this new type of cement, which undoubtedly gives it an advantage.

Lan Qigong and Li Lan Zhou both showed a gratified smile at the same time, although this is not the final bidding, so many professionals in the Latvian architectural industry have recognized their ability, which will definitely have an extremely favorable impact on the bidding.

Returning to the downtown of Dum City, Jursocor Huth and Thomas Ginter quickly notified the relevant personnel and invited them to Dum City to attend the preaching meeting hosted by Zhou Yalun.

Then the Chinese delegation split into two groups. Zhou Yalun began to gather manpower to prepare for the presentation, while Lan Qigong, Li Lanzhou, and others continued to gather information and make final adjustments to the bidding proposal.

They are collecting information about other competitors, and other construction companies participating in the bidding are doing the same. Soon, Samsung Construction Company also learned about Lujian's participation in the bidding.

"Construction company from China?" Park Budong, in charge of the bidding for this project at Samsung Construction, expressed surprise. Having traveled to various countries multiple times to compete for projects for Samsung Construction, he had encountered competitors from Germany, France, and various Middle Eastern countries, but it was the first time encountering a competitor from China.

"When did they start participating in international bidding as well?" As a Goryeo citizen, regardless of how they view China, they must have a profound understanding of this vast neighboring country. So, upon hearing that the Chinese construction unit was also participating in this bidding, Park Budong immediately became nervous.

"Perhaps it's because of his connection with the Latvian Ministry of Construction? It's not surprising for him to help local companies secure one or two bidding opportunities," his assistant replied. Whenever the South Koreans in Latvia mentioned Linlou, they always felt uneasy.

On the one hand, the psychological changes brought about by sudden wealth among the poor have allowed them to look at China with a sense of superiority for the first time in over a thousand years. On the other hand, the lack of decision-making power in the capital airport project has made them feel very resentful.

"Don't worry, what's so impressive about the construction level of the Chinese? In the end, it's definitely our Samsung Construction Company that will win!" The assistant was quite optimistic.

"No, they won yesterday's on-site construction skills competition against the German company Hauhautif. Although it was just a small competition, it's not easy to defeat Hauhautif. Park Budong is very serious, he has dealt with Hauhautif in previous project bids and knows how formidable the company is."

In fact, if it weren't for their low bid price, in terms of construction technology alone, they wouldn't be a match for the Howden-Tiff company.

"Ah, this is a big trouble! The biggest advantage of our South Goryeo construction unit participating in international bidding is the cost-effectiveness. We can always produce better construction results at a lower price, which is why we win bids. Whether it's German or French construction companies, they cannot lower their labor costs to our level!"

"However, Chinese construction companies are different. Their labor costs are even lower than ours!" In the market competition, the most disliked opponent is the one who does better in their own expertise than oneself.

Before, South Korea was able to gain a large share in the international market by relying on its price advantage. However, now they are a bit at a loss when they encounter Chinese companies with lower labor costs than theirs.

"I will report to the headquarters immediately and significantly reduce the bidding price, even if it means operating at a loss, in order to keep Chinese enterprises out of the international market!" Park Budong, as an old employee who has witnessed the entire history of South Goryeo's construction companies entering the international market, absolutely does not want Chinese construction firms to repeat the experiences of companies like Samsung and Hyundai in South Goryeo.

So even if this project operates at a loss, we must strangle this competitor in its cradle.

"Um, it seems inappropriate to disturb the senior management at headquarters at this time, as they are already resting. Due to the time difference, it's the middle of the night in South Korea!" The assistant hesitated.

"The bid opening is the day after tomorrow. It's too late to not make the call now!"
Chapter 468: Opening Bid

A homogeneous competitor entering the international market will undoubtedly take away a large share of Samsung Construction Company's market, and even other South Korean companies such as Hyundai and Samhwa will be affected. South Korea is in urgent need of these construction companies to earn foreign exchange through successful overseas bidding now!

On a small scale, allowing Liu Jian to win this bidding may decrease Samsung Construction Company's market share in the international market; on a large scale, it may even affect the overall situation of the rise of the South Korean economy.

Therefore, even though Park Bodong knew that South Goryeo's enterprises paid great attention to the hierarchy, at such a critical time, he couldn't worry about it. His authority was limited, so he could only make minor adjustments to the final quotation. This kind of adjustment definitely couldn't guarantee that Six Construction will be excluded, so he could only disturb the senior management of Samsung Construction Company's rest.

Under his stern reprimand, the assistant nervously picked up the phone and dialed the domestic headquarters. As Samsung has many projects in the Middle East and Europe, there are staff on duty at the headquarters even at night. They quickly answered the phone, but they were hesitant to agree immediately to Park Budong's request to convene several high-level executives for an emergency meeting.

"Manager Park, Director Choi, Director Kim, and Director Lee have all gone back to rest. Is it appropriate to disturb them now? Is it a very urgent matter? Can't it wait until tomorrow to call?" Headquarters staff hesitated and said.

"Yes, it is very urgent and it concerns our Samsung Construction Company, as well as all construction companies in South Korea with overseas business. This is a major event that will affect the development trends in the coming years. I need to report to several directors immediately!" Park Bodong was also anxious. After confirming the quotation, he still needed to modify the bid proposal. Even if he could convince the directors, he wouldn't have time to sleep before the bidding.

"Alright, I will report to the higher-ups and try to contact several directors, but I can't guarantee that I can definitely reach them! The commercial operation of mobile phones has not been established yet, so finding people is not an easy task. It would be easier if the directors are staying at home and sleeping, as we can contact them through their home phone numbers."

But if they go to that nightclub to relax, or visit a hotel to pursue that young celebrity, or attend a social gathering to serve the American father, then who will be able to find them?

So the headquarters' contact person made numerous phone calls but only managed to reach Director Jin. The other directors couldn't be reached. Director Jin was also very unhappy about being disturbed so late at night. "Hello, you better have a good reason, otherwise next time, you might as well go bid in Nigeria!"

Park Budong is a veteran of the bid department of Samsung Construction Company, so he was able to get the opportunity to participate in bidding in European countries. Working here is not only safe and high-paying, but also very prestigious. As for Nigeria, poverty, turmoil, and epidemics constantly threaten the bidding team. It's not a good place.

"Chairman Jin! There is indeed very important news!" Although not in the headquarters office, Park Budong still stood straight and respectfully responded.

"During this bidding process, I have discovered a very noteworthy competitor..." Park Budoong went through the situation of Beijing Construction Sixth Engineering Division also participating in this bidding. "At present, we cannot yet determine if this is just the company's individual action, or if China also intends to enter the international market on a large scale. If it's the latter, we must go all out!"

"It's really... troublesome!" Director Jin naturally also knew the reasons why Samsung Construction Company could achieve great success in the international construction market. Apart from their relationship with the US, it's also because their labor costs are lower than German and French construction companies. They don't really have any technological advantages.

Similarly, the labor costs of Chinese construction companies are lower than theirs, and they are more able to endure hardships. As a result, Samsung Construction Company's greatest advantage no longer exists.

Should we ask for help from an American dad? This thought was immediately dismissed, it would have been okay a few years ago.

How could the American dad let such a small matter affect the overall situation? This is clearly impossible.

"So I plan to significantly reduce the quotation, even if it means taking a loss on this project, in order to block Chinese construction companies from the international market!" Park Budong stated his plan, "However, my authority is not sufficient to lower the quotation to this level, so I hope to have the support of you and several other directors!"

"Our Southern Goryeo construction company also entered the international market through losses. Although we initially suffered losses, it allowed our Middle Eastern clients to see our strength, winning us more orders. Now, using the same method to keep the enemy at bay, I believe it is feasible," Director Kim reminisced as he spoke.

However, without waiting for Piao Budong to show a pleased expression, he changed the topic, "But things are different now. The group company has strict profit requirements for our construction company. This kind of behavior will greatly reduce the company's profits. If we want to pass this, it's not something that we can decide with just a few people. We also need the support of powerful figures in the group!"

Like all large enterprises, decision-making at the beginning of entrepreneurship is often simple. However, as the enterprise reaches a certain scale, any controversial decisions, especially for a super large enterprise like Samsung, become more complicated.

There are conflicts between various branch companies, and there are also several factions within the senior management. Many times, when considering issues, the first thought is not about the company's interests but about what this decision can bring for oneself. Will it leave a handle for competitors to seize? This could potentially affect one's position within the group.

Director Jin doesn't need to think hard to guess what kind of feedback this proposal will receive at the group company. There will definitely be opposition, considering that the construction company has made huge profits in recent years, leading to discontent among leaders from other subsidiaries.

They would never pay attention to how much this matter would impact the future strategy of the construction company. They would only use this opportunity to suppress their rivals and stop their faction from growing stronger.

"I can discuss with several directors to further reduce the price beyond your authority, but only the group company has the power to break through the cost, and it is obviously impossible to pass a resolution at the meeting!" This is all he can do.

"Don't worry too much. Chinese construction companies have never entered the international market before. The bidding parties must have concerns about their capabilities. International bidding is not just about the final price, we can also compete from other aspects!" Director Jin said comforting words.

"I believe that with the strength and reputation of our company, Samsung Construction, even if our bid is slightly higher, there is still a great possibility of winning this project!"

If I had known this news earlier and had more time to prepare and put in more effort, maybe there would have been hope. But now there's no time to do these things! Park Budong felt a headache coming on, and also began to feel anxious. If he was serious, not finding out about all the bidding opponents' information early on would be considered dereliction of duty on his part.

"Okay, I will do my best!" Although he was very dissatisfied with this response, after all the directors had spoken to this point, what else could Pu Budong say?

"Very well, if it's successful, the headquarters will reward you!" As he said this, Director Jin's voice suddenly lowered and his tone abruptly changed, "But, Manager Park, there's no need for anyone else to know about tonight's matter, right? If anyone asks, you just say that you called to request an additional price reduction. Understand?"

Park Budong broke out in a cold sweat. The meaning of this statement is clearly shifting the blame, right? If the bidding fails and allows Chinese construction companies to enter the international market on a large scale, thus affecting Samsung Construction's profits, then it's solely his responsibility, with no relation to Director Kim.

At least he will have to bear the blame for not discovering this trend earlier and coming up with a solution. It has nothing to do with Director Jin. If such a thing hadn't happened, everyone would be happy, but if it did happen, his fate would be undoubtedly very tragic. The company won't easily let an employee who has made a major mistake off the hook.

"However... However..." Pu Budong hesitated to agree, the responsibility was just too heavy for him to bear.

“But what? The company has entrusted this project to you entirely. If you cannot handle it well, don't drag us down! And you only discovered this issue now, isn't it your responsibility? If you had known about this earlier, we would have definitely come up with a solution!” Mr. Jin scolded sternly.

"And I've covered up a lot of things for you before. You wouldn't want these things to be exposed, right?" After the warning, Director Jin's tone softened, "Manager Park, I remember your child also works in our company, right? He's very good. I have high hopes for him. Do you understand?"

This makes it even clearer. As long as you help carry this burden, even if something happens to you, your child will still have someone to look after them. But if you don't listen, then there will be nothing.

With this kind of coercion and inducement, what else could Piao Budong say? He could only reluctantly agree, and after hanging up the phone, he hurriedly revised the tender documents based on the data provided by Director Jin just now.

All the project team members immediately got busy. Some urgently revised the tender, while others made use of the remaining time to reach out to their contacts they had met in Latvia, hoping to increase the chances of winning the bid through them.

Lan Qigong and the others don't need to modify the bidding documents, but they can't relax at this last moment. They continue to introduce the strength of their company to the architectural professionals in Latvia, while anxiously waiting for the final bid opening.

The time for the bid opening has finally arrived. All the construction companies participating in the bidding have submitted their sealed bids to the tendering committee. Then, the experts from Latvia will review and enter in sequence to answer questions and respond to the experts' inquiries.

Thomas Gintner entered the venue before Lan Qigong and Li Lanzhou, and after answering the questions, he walked out. It was obvious from his expression that he did not look good. The questions that the Latvian experts were most concerned about, such as the construction experience of high-end mountain hotels and construction issues in low-temperature environments, are all areas in which the Sixth Construction Company excels.

Liu Jian can answer these experts' doubts well, not losing to the Hau-Haoti company too much, but in terms of labor costs and construction speed, Liu Jian is far ahead of them.

Next, it was Lan Qigong and Li Lanzhou's turn to take the stage. As they walked over, they happened to pass by Thomas Gintell. Thomas Gintell reached out his right hand, "Wish you good luck. Hopefully, there will be opportunities to bid together in the future."

"Thank you, and I also wish you good luck." Compared to Thomas Gintell's ease, Lan Qigong and Li Lan Zhou are much more nervous. Hao Haoti's company participates in many projects every year, and one failure doesn't mean much to them. But if Liu Jian fails to secure this project, the road ahead will not be easy for them.

Although Linlou can continue to introduce projects to them, they will have to pay for it themselves by then. Moreover, who can guarantee that these bids will win?

However, when he entered the venue and stood in front of those experts, they quickly calmed down. Li Lanzhou fluently answered one question after another in English.

They have rehearsed this process many times before, and the vast majority of the expert group's concerns have already been prepared with well-versed answers. Even if there were one or two unprepared questions, both Li Lanjuan and Lan Qigong also gave good responses.

The interview was over and as soon as he returned to his seat, Li Lanzhou's first reaction was to loosen his tie. He then panted heavily, his vest soaked from just that short while ago.

Following that, several other companies participating in the bidding entered one after another. After all the presentations were complete, the panel of experts began a closed-door meeting to score the bidding companies, which would then be submitted to the tendering committee.

After a long time, the door of the meeting room opened, and the person in charge of the bidding committee came out with a sealed envelope. "Thank you all for participating in this bidding process. Now the final result is out!"

With a "whoosh," everyone in the audience stood up, including Piao Budong, Thomas Gintle, Li Lanzhou, Lan Qigong, Linlou, and others, all looking at the envelope in his hand.

The person in charge invited notaries and lawyers to complete the process, proving the fairness of the tender. Then they tore open the envelope, took out a piece of paper and started reading, "After the expert panel review, the final scores and quotations of the participating bidding companies are as follows..."
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"Hoffted GmbH from Germany has quoted a total price of $12.5 million and a duration of 350 days... Pierre Construction from France has quoted a total price of $11.8 million and a duration of 330 days... Samsung Construction from South Korea has quoted a total price of $10.5 million and a duration of 280 days..."

As the person in charge continued to report the bids and project durations of these bidding companies, the reactions of the companies participating in the bidding were different. Thomas Gintell shook his head, knowing that the Hauhau Taifu Company had no chance.

"It's the same South Korean company again. Their quote this time is even lower than last time. This is really unreasonable." More people expressed dissatisfaction with Samsung Construction Company. It's really bad for the market that they are quoting such a low price."

"The Beijing Sixth Construction Company from China offers a total bid of 9.98 million US dollars with a construction period of 265 days! After the introduction of bids and construction periods from various companies, the contract is finally awarded to the Beijing Sixth Construction Company from China! The representative of Beijing Sixth Construction Company, please stay and sign the contract!"

"What? Less than ten million US dollars? How is it possible to complete such a massive project at this price?" Everyone was stunned. They originally thought that the bid from Samsung Construction Company was already low enough, but to their surprise, an even more competitive offer came in. The scene erupted in an uproar, as they could not fathom how their own company could possibly complete the project at this price and within the timeline.

Just a little bit more? If it were a large company... no, even if Director Jin and the others were a little more daring, Park Bodong could have pushed the price even lower than Liujian, but now it's too late. Losing is losing.

Piao Budong has started praying, hoping that this is just an individual act of Liu Jian, and not a sign of China's large-scale entry into the international construction market. If so, he can still get away with it and maintain his current position. Otherwise, he will have to bear the blame himself, and his current comfortable life will be out of reach.

"Thank you all for your participation. We have prepared a banquet and souvenirs for you. Please follow the staff to collect them. We also welcome everyone to continue participating in other project bids," the official said politely.

When he first saw the quote from Liujian, he was somewhat skeptical and instinctively felt that Liujian was just trying to cause trouble. However, the experts confirmed that Liujian did indeed have the capability. They presented the Xiangshan Hotel and the recent competition between Liujian and Hoautif Company, which convinced the members of the bidding committee.

We won! Lan Qigong sat down on the chair and a big stone in his heart finally fell to the ground. Then he became ecstatic. Ninety-eight million dollars in construction fees! How many projects did Liu Jian need to complete in the past to achieve such a performance! And this time it's not even in RMB, but in US dollars!

Haha, when we go back, it looks like the leaders in the city will probably come to Six Construction to praise them one by one! It seems he has already envisioned himself standing on the stage receiving the leaders' commendations.

"Ling Gong, words cannot express our gratitude. Just watch our performance! We will definitely work diligently to ensure the success of this project and not let you down!" After realizing this, Lan Qigong quickly grabbed Lin Lou's hand and spoke.

"This also depends on your capabilities. I am just introducing an opportunity to you!" Lin Louch said politely, then pointed to the person in charge on the stage. "They are still waiting there, hurry up and go sign the contract!"

"Hey, that's great!" Lan Qigong, accompanied by the lawyer that Lin Lou helped him find, followed the person in charge. The lawyer first examined the contract, which was a standard format contract with no major issues. After filling in the final offer and numbers, all parties signed and stamped the contract, officially confirming the agreement.

After the contract was signed, Lin and the others went to attend the celebration banquet. The representatives from other bidding companies were not stingy either, most of them stayed and congratulated each other at the banquet, except for Pu Budong and the representative of Samsung Construction Company, who had a grim expression on their faces.

They originally considered Latvia an important new market for development, and had already secured the first phase of the capital airport project, and were preparing to make a big move. Unexpectedly, a surprising competitor emerged, dealing them a heavy blow. As a result, the prospects for Samsung Construction Company in Latvia suddenly became less optimistic.

Park Budoong was figuring out how to compete with Liujian next, using more victories to conceal this failure; and Linlou was also paying attention to them, also considering the same problem, how to put pressure on the construction company of South Korea.

"Manager Lan, there will be many new projects in Latvia in the future. I think you can arrange for some people to be stationed in Latvia now, to communicate with the local architectural community frequently, gather information in this area, and strive to participate in bidding more often," Lin Lou said as he walked up to Lan Qigong.

"It's definitely a good idea to participate in the bidding, but for this project, Sixth Construction has already stretched its elite workforce thin. We even borrowed manpower from sister units, and we may have to abandon several domestic projects. Do we still have the capacity to take on new projects?" Lan Qigong hesitated.

"Simply focusing on work is not enough. You should strive to make a strong impression on the Latvians, letting them know the name and strength of our company, so that we have a better chance of winning bids in the future. Making frequent appearances at various bidding events can deepen the impression and also enhance our bidding capabilities."

"And it can also put pressure on Samsung Construction Company. If nothing unexpected happens, the construction company in South Korea will be our biggest competitor for a long time in the future! Even if we can't temporarily secure so many projects, we can't let them live too comfortably."

After this bidding, Liu Jian and Samsung Construction Company appeared in the same bidding again. Samsung Construction Company will remember Liu Jian's quotation today, forcing them to lower the price and shorten the construction period. When the price is reduced, the profit margin comes down, and more workers are needed to shorten the construction period.

As a result, the overall revenue of Samsung Construction Company in the Latvian market will be suppressed. Additionally, due to the use of more workers for the same project, they will have to slow down their pace of competing for more projects, thus giving opportunities to Six Construction or other domestic construction companies.

Although the construction field in China has not yet fully embraced marketization, some private subcontractors have started bringing their fellow villagers to the cities to take on small construction projects. They have often employed tactics that Lan Qigong has heard of in competitive projects, so when he heard Lin Lou say this, he understood what he meant.

"This is a good idea. I'll arrange for someone to do it. Even if we can't take them down for the time being, we can't let them comfortably get the project!" Lan Qigong was actually a little scared just now. The quotation and construction period of Samsung Construction Company is too close to the Sixth Construction Company. They will lose out by just a little bit."

With such competitors in the same market, Lan Qigong can't relax. It would be best to cause some trouble for them.

The person in charge of the hotel project has already found Zhou Yalun not far away, holding a glass of champagne, and is chatting and laughing with her. This special cement is simply perfect for the project, as if it were tailor-made for them, so he also wants to include the Hong Kong Hualin Company represented by Zhou Yalun in the list of raw material suppliers.

Thomas Gintell is also circling around Zhou Yalun. Although the bid for this project failed, if we can cooperate with Hualin Company to build a cement production plant in Europe, it will be very beneficial for the Haohao Teef Company, and the profits may even exceed those construction contracts for hotel projects.

Leaving other things aside, the ability to condense normally in a low-temperature environment alone can enable the Howatiff Company to win more projects in the Nordic region; in addition, the fast-drying performance of the cement can also help them win more urgent projects such as repairing highways, and the corrosion resistance of Kanghai Water can allow them to win port construction projects.

Although this cement is not an exclusive product of Hauteville Company, as long as they use it early and understand its performance, they can rely on their experience to gain an advantage in competition.

When Linlou is ready to leave Latvia, Zhou Yalun has already signed a supply contract with the party A of the resort project, ready to spend a high shipping cost to transport this special cement to Dum City.

As for the cooperation with Haohao Tif Company and setting up a cement plant in Latvia, it's a rather complicated matter that cannot be settled in a few days. Therefore, Zhou Yalun has decided to stay and continue negotiating with them.

The boss praised her and promised to give her a high bonus and commission if she secured the project. With that, it wouldn't be a problem for her to buy a luxury home of a thousand square feet in Hong Kong. Encouraged by the prospect of the house, Zhou Yalun was full of energy. "Boss, you can rest assured. They are the ones begging us now. I will definitely get better terms!"

After arranging the work, Lin Lou and Lan Qigong returned to China together. As for Li Lanzhou, he had to stay in Dum City to continue communicating with the first party and prepare for the start of construction.

When the plane landed at the Capital International Airport, as soon as they came out, they saw the city leaders and journalists welcoming them. Just as they walked out of the passenger corridor, Liu Tong came forward with a big smile on his face and vigorously shook Lan Qigong's hand, "Haha, Lao Lan, on behalf of the city, welcome back triumphant! This time, your Sixth Construction has brought great honor to the city and to the Chinese architectural industry!"

Then, holding Lan Qigong's hand, he turned around, and the scene lit up with flashes. Whether it was a huge contract worth nearly ten million US dollars or the first victory of a Chinese construction unit in an international bidding process, these were all very newsworthy, and even without the instructions of their leaders, they would have rushed over to interview.

"Lan, can you tell us about the process of bidding for overseas projects?"

"I heard that you have defeated construction companies from developed countries such as Germany and France. How did you manage to do that?" The reporters asked a series of questions.

After receiving a nod from Liu Tong, Lan Qigong began to talk eloquently, "The success of this bid is inseparable from the support of our leaders and the assistance of our brother units. This victory belongs not only to our Sixth Construction Company, but also to..."

While answering, he kept looking for Lin Lou with the corner of his eye. Without Lin Lou, how would he have the opportunity to participate in the overseas bidding and know what to do? Therefore, he must bring Lin Lou over to introduce his contributions to the reporters.

However, after searching for a long time, he did not see the figure of Lin Lou. In the end, a staff member from Building Six came over and whispered, "Mr. Lin said he was feeling a bit homesick, so he went home early!"

Linlou knew that this was a moment of glory for Lan Qigong and Liujian, so he gave them the chance to show their faces and then left quickly, so as not to steal their thunder.

Lin Gong is really sincere, isn't he? He has passed up so many opportunities to be interviewed, but he doesn't want to hog the limelight. I can't pretend not to have seen it, so even though Lin Lou has left, Lan Qigong still talked at length about Lin Lou's contribution to winning this project.

After finishing the interview with the journalist, when the car from his unit returned last time, Lan Qigong hurriedly asked the office director Li Debao, "Debao, how did the task I asked you to handle go? Did you help Lin find anything good?"

He can keep talking about this matter. Lin Lou has helped himself so much and still refuses to take credit. But we cannot have no response at all, right? Since Lin likes antiques and good tea and wine, I have to find more for him. This is the only way to show that our department appreciates his kindness.

"Don't worry, I've used all my connections this time and acquired a lot of valuable items. We have porcelain from the Ming and Qing dynasties, calligraphy and paintings from the Tang and Song dynasties, aged Maotai liquor, and this year's newly harvested Longjing tea. Mr. Lin will definitely be satisfied when he sees them!" Li Debao said, putting all his efforts into this while Lan Qigong and others were going to Latvia for the bidding.

"Alright, I will take a good look when I get back, and then we can send it to Lin together!" Lan Qigong nodded with satisfaction. Having such a director in the office really saves a lot of effort.

Lin Lou sat in Yang Mo's car and returned to the quadrangle. Due to the long flight, he was a bit tired, so he kept resting in the car with his eyes closed until the car arrived at the entrance of the courtyard.

After arriving home, Linlou pushed open the door and found that Jiang Yunying was in the courtyard, chatting with Yu Bingbing while basking in the sun. Linlou's face immediately lit up with surprise, "Mom, how come you're in Beijing?"

"Just happened to have a meeting, so I came over!" Jiang Yunying's face was full of smiles, "And your brother is getting married soon, so I have to prepare something in advance, right? There are many things that can't be bought in Nanjiang City, so I just happened to take care of it while I'm back in Beijing!"

Oops, I've been quite busy recently and didn't realize that the Lunar New Year is just around the corner!
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"You didn't even call me in advance, I could have helped bring some things back from abroad!" Fortunately, Zhou Yalun is still there. Al-Fang will be coming to Beijing soon for a meeting, so if there's anything they need to bring, it's fine too.

"Isn't your brother in the United States? He can just buy whatever he needs himself. Plus, last time I visited Yanmei's family, I noticed that her parents are sincere people and don't like to show off. If we bring a bunch of foreign things, they might not say anything, but they might laugh at us in their hearts!" Jiang Yunying considered many things.

"Your older brother and Yanmei are cut from the same cloth. We should just follow the local customs and keep things simple; there's no need to show off like a nouveau riche. Nowadays, there are more and more wealthy people, some of whom lack good manners. They can't wait to let everyone know about their money, but they end up creating a lot of jokes, which has gradually spread the term 'nouveau riche'."

"That's not going to happen. Even if I do buy things, I have a clear idea in mind. Besides, the things in the US are a bit different from those in Europe and Hong Kong." When Lin Qiao gets married, Lin Lou will inevitably feel a bit regretful if he doesn't show some effort. When it's his turn to get married, Lin Qiao will definitely have the same thoughts.

"I'll give my brother and sister-in-law a call later to ask if they need anything. I can have someone bring it over without much trouble. Oh, and I brought back some local specialties from Latvia this time. I was thinking of having Qige bring them back, but since you're here, I don't have to bother him."

Linlou took the box from Yang Mo's hand, opened it and distributed the specialty produce from Latvia to everyone. After receiving the gifts, Li Qingxi and the others politely took their leave. They knew that the family must have things to discuss, so there was no need for them to be in the way here.

After everyone left, Yu Bingbing went to the kitchen to busy herself. Lin Lou and Jiang Yunying called Lin Qiao and her husband to inquire about their needs, then contacted Alphonse and Zhou Yalun to ask for their help with purchasing.

When it was time to eat, Yu Jishan and Fang Shuqin, the couple, also came over. The two families sat together and naturally began to discuss the wedding arrangements for Linlou and Yu Bingbing.

As usual, we will hold two events, one in Nanjiang City and one in Beijing. Everyone doesn't want to alert too many people, so we only plan to invite colleagues from the unit and some close relatives.

In less than a year, they held weddings for two children in a row. In a normal family, this would probably deplete the family's savings, but luckily, Lin's family no longer has to worry about money.

After staying in Beijing for two days, Jiang Yunying went home, and then Li Debao brought a lot of good things to visit. After Linlou invited experts to appraise, they chose some fine products to keep and paid the purchase cost according to the price, and carefully preserved these things.

Then continue to work, give lectures to the students of Tsinghua University, and work with Alphans to complete the drawings of the capital airport of Latvia according to the plan, as well as to bid for the German museum project; communicate with Kisho Kurokawa about the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendly Exchange Center project.

At the same time, there are follow-up work for the Uludiseng Drum Sports Stadium, Xiangjiang Shanding Club, and other projects; more importantly, there is the design proposal for the 1990 Beijing Asian Games venues. The staff of the firm has come up with several sets of proposals, and Mr. Lin has provided feedback on each of them.

Interestingly, not all employees are focusing on the major project of the Olympic Sports Center. There are a few who have chosen to independently select a small to medium-sized sports venue for design, and Lin Lou expressed his support for this. Although he is determined to secure the design business for all the venues around the Olympic Sports Center, he will not prevent employees from competing for other projects.

In any case, the firm is now capable of simultaneously completing multiple projects. In the future, Foster and Zaha's firms may be involved in dozens or even hundreds of projects globally. How many projects does Linlou currently have on hand?

If there are not enough people by then, we can always continue to recruit. Since Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong joined the law firm and received lucrative commissions, the reputation of the firm has spread among the young architects in the capital city. As long as Linlou speaks, there will be plenty of people willing to come over.

The tense yet fulfilling life continues in this way. Lin works six days a week, but no matter how busy, he will set aside a day to relax and have fun with Yu Bingbing, whether it's going to the countryside, watching a movie at the cinema, or going to Maxim to watch performances by Cui Jian.

And so, time passed without us realizing, and it was soon time for the winter break. My roommates all left school to go home, and Lin Qiao also returned from the United States with Dan Yanmei, ready to hold their wedding.

John Walker, Avail Green, and Mike Riedel also came as business partners, and they all had to come and take a look, and they could also have a board meeting with Linlou to discuss the current development of the company and next year's plans. So, after they arrived in Beijing, they stayed at the Xiangshan Hotel for a few days.

Due to the influence of Linlou, Outek company has avoided many detours. Its current development is much better than in the original history, and it has begun to develop more software. The 3D and rendering functions are constantly being improved. It is estimated that in a few years, Linlou will no longer need to manually draw the rendered images.

After the meeting, the group took a flight to Chengdu. In Chengdu, they met with Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying, and then traveled together to the home of Dan Yanmei in Dangyang City.

The distance from Chengdu to Dangyang City is over 100 kilometers, and then we have to go to the town where Danyanmei's house is, adding up to over 200 kilometers. It's really inconvenient without a car.

Fortunately, Lin Lou now has a wide network of contacts. Upon hearing about his needs, Li Debao immediately contacted his connections in Chengdu and lent several cars to Lin Lou. With this help, the group arrived smoothly in Jiandi Town, Whatang City.

When he arrived at this place, Linlou was quite moved, because he had been here in his past life. Shortly after the outbreak of the disaster in 2008, he impulsively came to this small town as a volunteer to help with disaster relief. The town is known for its abundant production of wood ear mushrooms, and many of the farmers' greenhouses had collapsed. So, he and his companions helped the farmers to quickly harvest the wood ear mushrooms, which was considered as a small help.

A small number of farmers have started to try cultivating mushrooms. On their first day there, they sampled the locally grown mushrooms. Lin Lou originally thought that John Walker and his team would find it difficult to adapt to this backward rural life, but to his surprise, they thoroughly enjoyed picking mushrooms, fishing in the river, watching the slaughter of a pig for the New Year, and had a great time.

"I think this kind of life is much more enjoyable than socializing with the vampires on Wall Street!" John Walker said happily. At that moment, Linlou suddenly remembered that in the future, he had resigned from Otak Corporation and chosen to retreat to a garden in Switzerland. Perhaps for him, this simple and beautiful life was his true aspiration?

"The conditions here are a bit harsh. Xiaolou, please explain to these foreign friends and ask them to be more considerate." But Yanmei's father, Dan Yichu, felt both happy and a little worried.

I am happy that my daughter has found a good match and that so many people have come. I can now marry off my daughter grandly. However, I am worried because the conditions in the town are difficult, and I am afraid that my son-in-law and these guests will be inconvenienced.

"No problem, they really like it here. They say our mountains and waters are beautiful, the food is delicious. If we weren't so busy with work, they would want to stay here for a few more days!" Linlou said with a smile.

He looked at the surrounding houses and beautiful scenery, such a lovely place. It's a pity that when he came back here more than twenty years later, many of the views and buildings no longer existed.

"But teacher, the school in the town also seems quite old!" Thinking of this, Lin Lou wanted to do something for the local residents. Coincidentally, Dan Yichu was a teacher at the town's high school, which gave him a great opportunity.

"Yes, this school was originally a temple before the liberation, but after the liberation, it was turned into a school. It has been more than thirty years now!" The school was not far from their home, and Yi Chu took them in for a tour. The middle school was made up of three rows of tiled houses, with the first two rows being classrooms, and the last row serving as the teachers' offices and the dormitories for the teachers and students.

The whitewash on the wall has already developed large patches of peeling, and the roof tiles are covered with moss. Fortunately, the staff and students have maintained it quite well, and there are no signs of leaks inside the house.

The blackboard is made of cement and coated with black paint. It is laborious to write and erase on it, and there are many traces of repair on the desks and chairs. Nowadays, teachers in such schools not only have to be able to teach, but also need to master the skills of repairing classrooms and furniture. All of these tasks have to be done by the teachers.

Behind the classroom is the playground, where there are two concrete ping-pong tables and two basketball hoops. The hoops are made of wooden boards and the rims are crooked, but there are still students happily playing basketball inside.

Finally arrived at Danyi Chu's office, he took out the student roster from the desk drawer and happily introduced them. That child got into a good university, that child went to a vocational school and is now working in the city, and that child didn't pass the exam but gained confidence from education, went to Chengdu to make a living and is doing well.

It is because of dedicated township teachers like him that students from rural areas like Dan Yanmei have the opportunity to leave the mountains. People like Yi Chu are worthy of respect.

The townspeople also have great respect for him. When they heard that Teacher Dan's daughter was getting married, everyone came to help. Some were in charge of building the stove and cooking, some were responsible for welcoming guests, some sent over their homemade corn wine for Teacher Dan's hospitality, and others brought tables, chairs, and benches from their homes.

There aren't many big restaurants in town that can accommodate so many guests, so we have to set up tents at Danyi Chu's dojo, and then arrange banquets inside the tents to entertain. Our own family doesn't have enough tables, chairs, benches, bowls, and chopsticks. We have to rely on the help of our neighbors to lend us these things.

The legs of the tables, chairs, and stools are all labeled with red paper with the owner's name written on it. The same goes for the bowls, with names written on the bottom. After the celebration, each household will retrieve their belongings according to these labels.

After Linlou finished dispersing the smoke, he looked around and called Linqiao over to discuss his idea. "I just heard from Teacher Dan that their school has submitted several applications to the authorities for the renovation of the school. However, there are still many schools in Whatang with worse conditions than theirs, so it won't be their turn for a short time. Therefore, I was thinking, why don't we help donate a school?"

"I was just thinking the same thing. Yanmei and I want to help build a new house for our family, but her dad doesn't agree. He says the old house is fine and there's no need to build a new one! If we could get a new school building, maybe he would agree to it!" Lin Qiao also naturally wanted his father-in-law to work in a better environment.

"It's not quite appropriate to donate directly in your name. If everyone knows that the teacher's son-in-law is so wealthy, they will definitely pester them in the future! So just mention this matter to the teacher, and I will have someone register a foundation in Hong Kong to handle this matter!" This school in Jiandi Town is only the beginning. Lin Lou wants to use this as a starting point to build more schools in several surrounding cities.

He must be responsible for the design of these schools, and he will definitely emphasize seismic requirements in the design. He will also arrange for personnel to supervise the construction to ensure the quality of these schools.

"Alright, I'll trouble you with this matter. But I'll cover all the expenses for this school." Lin Qiao said this with a bit of embarrassment. After all, this was where his wife had studied, so it should be his responsibility to bear the costs alone.

"No problem, leave the design, construction, and paperwork to me. You just need to provide the funding." Lin naturally didn't want to compete for this opportunity with him. He planned to first establish a model at this school, then gradually expand to the surrounding areas. He still had more than twenty years in the future and plenty of time to complete this work.

Louis Koo has donated a total of over 100 schools; how can Linlou fall behind him? Let's continue to work hard and strive to keep up with Mr. Shao. It would be such an achievement to see schools we have donated to all over the country in the future!

The two of them made a plan. Following his chance to go shopping in the city, Lin called Xu Wenbiao and asked him to help register a foundation and recruit suitable staff to handle the work.

Then the wedding began. Nowadays, weddings are relatively simple. After everyone had eaten and drunk and enjoyed themselves, Lin Qiao brought Dan Yanmei out from the house.

Left Shifang and went back to Nanjiang City to hold another event. Linqiao and Dan Yanmei stayed home for the entire Spring Festival, and then returned to the United States after the Lantern Festival.

At the same time, Xu Wenbiao has already registered a charity foundation for Linlou in Hong Kong, and recruited suitable personnel. Both of these employees have ample experience in charity work and strong affection towards the motherland. Upon receiving the task, they immediately went to Chengdu to make contacts and strive to complete the school construction as soon as possible.

Thank you for the lonely hedgehog and the silt between your fingers. I used to be a volunteer and have been to this town. The previous chapter number was wrong, I'll ask the editor to change it.
Chapter 471 Seismic Resistance

They went to Shifang to contact the local authorities. Meanwhile, Linlou started working on the design of the campus in Beijing. This time, he is not just designing the school where Danyi Chu is located, but is planning to design a set of standardized drawings for the areas located in the seismic zone of the southwestern mountainous region.

In the future, when donating to build new schools, based on the actual situation on site, make slight adjustments to the drawings, delete or add modules according to the specific environment, so that they can be used directly without the need to redraw every time.

"Lin, for such a small project, you don't need to personally draw the plans, right? We can easily handle it with any one of us, right?" Guo Yigang and others still didn't quite understand, how difficult could the design of a township middle school be? Even if Lin Lou designs it personally, it would be overkill for them to tackle it."

We should be able to find a few juniors and seniors, and it definitely will work! Does Lin Gong want to try something new like he did when designing the teaching building at Houzhong University?

But it doesn't seem very realistic, does it? Houku Middle School is a prestigious school with ample funding and the ability to make new attempts. However, this current school is a rural town school. Although there are kind-hearted people donating, we can't just spend money recklessly, can we? Wouldn't it be better to save the money and build more schools?

"The foundation told me that they plan to make building schools in poverty-stricken areas a long-term project, so this time I need to provide not only the blueprint for this school in Jianxi town, but also a set of modular designs that can be used as a template." Lin Lou explained.

"Like the Citrohan modular houses designed by Le Corbusier?" Guo Yi thought for a moment and asked. This operating method has already been tried by some in the architectural field.

Early modernist pioneers, influenced by the burgeoning automobile industry at the time, dreamt of an architectural industry that could engage in modular manufacturing, much like the automotive industry. Therefore, Le Corbusier designed the Citrohan assembly-style small house, which had a similar pronunciation to the Citroen automobile, and Fuller named his modular housing design "Ford".

"Not quite the same, the modular housing advocated by Koubusiere involves the factory production of standardized modular components, which are assembled on-site. This method is more suitable for industrialized countries with convenient transportation, such as the wooden villas favored by Americans and so on." The earliest prefabricated buildings can be traced back to the 17th century, during the era of migration to the Americas, when wooden frame assembled houses were used.

This kind of history continues in the United States. Many villas built in the suburbs are assembled from wooden components. Skilled workers put these parts together like Lego toys, and can complete the assembly of a set of villas in a very short time.

Later on, with the development of technology, modular construction also made new advancements, such as 3D printed houses, etc., and many companies have boldly attempted this.

But this is different from the design that Linlou is currently doing. China is not able to complete this job now, and wooden houses are also not suitable for building schools.

"What I want to do now is modular design for the project, not modular construction for physical buildings! It's just like the cylindrical buildings from a few years ago. Many units didn't commission a design company to draw new blueprints when building cylindrical buildings. They even completed the work using old blueprints or just relying on their experience!" Lin gave an example.

"This is because the design and construction of the barrack-style buildings are relatively simple, so there shouldn't be too much of a problem using the original blueprints when rebuilding similar projects. The same goes for schools, although the terrain of schools in the southwestern mountainous area may vary, the needs for the schools are the same, such as classrooms, dormitories, sports fields, and so on."

"The design concept is the same, it must ensure the safety and functionality of the school, pay attention to cost-effectiveness, and consider the local construction level, avoiding too high construction difficulty."

"Through the analysis and summary of similar landforms, usage functions, and design concepts, it is possible to effectively form a structural system, architectural form, and functional space combination for disassembly. Each function to be designed can be formed into a module, and then, when it is to be used, these modules can be recombined based on specific factors such as terrain and landform."

"In this way, it can help the architects save a lot of time and effort, allowing the children in the southwest region to start studying in the new school as soon as possible! If each school has to be designed from scratch, it would be too time-consuming. With that time, the design fees earned by Linlou from other projects would be enough to build several Hope Primary Schools."

I almost forgot, the Hope Project will not begin implementation until four years later, and the name of the Hope School will not become well-known until the 1990s with the photo of the girl with big eyes.

With that being said, Guo Yi just understood. In fact, he had encountered similar situations in his previous unit. When designing some common buildings such as residential and office buildings, they often used similar methods. They would select some high-similarity old drawings and make modifications before submitting them to the client.

This method is even more prevalent during the peak of real estate development. Many developers have a large number of standardised drawings stored, and they would simply select similar ones from the library for new projects. Otherwise, the time spent on producing new drawings alone would be quite a hassle for the developers.

Lin spent some time completing the project by combining his own observations and knowledge gained from Dangyi's communication, as well as his knowledge storage and professional thesis arguments. He has produced a set of standardized drawings that meet the current needs of students in the southwestern mountainous areas and the local construction standards.

"Look, this is the layout of the land for Jiandizhen School. We can arrange the modules like this based on it." He had some models made and combined them to show everyone according to the specific situation of the project.

"The Xiangjiang Charity Foundation has also contacted a nearby school. The terrain and landform of this school are like this, so we can make adjustments in this way." Then, after rearranging and installing the modules, it became a new school, completely different from the layout of the schools in Jiandi Town, but the functionality was not affected at all.

"This is much more efficient than using the old blueprints!" Li Qingxi and the others also used the old blueprints as templates for the new project, and it's easy to see the benefits of doing so.

"And now that we have stored these modules in the computer, it's more convenient to make direct modifications for new projects. It's also easier to pass the review. These designs have stood the test, and the review department definitely approves them at a glance. Combining modular design with computers can greatly improve efficiency."

"When they come to Beijing next time, copy the drawings onto a floppy disk for them to take over, and then print them locally. This way, they don't even need to specially come over to collect the drawings. In over ten years when the internet is widespread, we can just send them over through email, without them needing to come over specifically to get the drawings."

"Lin, all the other designs are perfectly suited to local needs, but why do you need to set the seismic resistance level so high? You're using framed structures with filled walls, and masonry structures for stairwells, raising the seismic resistance level to eight. Do the current building design standards require such strict regulations?" Xu Jiaping asked with confusion.

"Yeah, I just saw it too. This kind of design will definitely increase the construction cost, right? Although the people in Fragrant River have money, isn't it better to save the extra money and build more schools?" The Xu family thought that the money was donated by the people of Fragrant River, and they had no idea that it was provided by Lin Qiao.

"Also, I noticed that there are several details in a few places that haven't been used before. Is this design for earthquake resistance as well?"

"I think the current building design codes are somewhat insufficient in terms of seismic performance requirements, and the standards are somewhat low, especially for buildings with densely populated areas such as schools. In addition, the southwestern mountainous region is located in the Himalayan-Mediterranean seismic belt, which is the largest earthquake zone in China and also the region with the most intense seismic activity and frequent occurrence of major earthquakes."

"In this region, the probability of encountering an earthquake of magnitude 8 or above is much higher than in other areas in the country. Therefore, Linlou would rather leave some redundancy in the design than to regret it in the future when something happens!" On this point, Linlou is absolutely uncompromising.

The seismic design code for architectural construction in New China originated from the 156 key projects aided by the Soviet Union in the 1950s. Most of these key projects were designed based on the Soviet seismic fortification standards and norms, which to a certain extent ensured the smooth operation of these projects and made outstanding contributions to the defense against earthquakes and other natural disasters for these projects.

However, designing to a high seismic resistance level will increase costs. According to the calculations from that year, constructing a textile factory and upgrading the seismic resistance level to above level seven would require an increase in costs of 10% to 12%. Upgrading to withstand an eight-level earthquake would require an increase in costs of 15% to 16%.

Residential buildings must be able to resist up to an intensity of eight earthquakes, and the cost will increase by more than eight percent, which is a bit too much. Because of the relatively underdeveloped economy in the early days of the country's founding, people lacked awareness of the dangers of earthquakes, so there were no seismic requirements for general residences, office buildings, schools, and stations.

And there is no strict seismic design standard specifically tailored to China's conditions. Although draft versions of the "Seismic Design Code for Buildings in Seismic Zones" including various types of buildings were compiled twice in 1959 and 1964, it was never formally issued, nor was it mandatory or subject to design review, only serving as a guide.

This decision led to a painful historical lesson. The 1966 earthquake in Hejian and the 1967 earthquake in Xingtai resulted in serious human casualties and economic losses.

After these two earthquake disasters, people have gradually deepened their understanding of the earthquake hazards and accumulated some experience and lessons. It was not until 1974 that the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings (Trial)" was officially issued.

Then came the Tangshan earthquake in 1976, a disaster that significantly increased the national focus on earthquake-resistant building construction, raising the importance of seismic resistance to a higher level.

In 1978, based on the lessons learned from the Haicheng earthquake and the Tangshan earthquake, the 1974 standard was revised and officially published as the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings." The Academy of Architecture also issued the "Seismic Identification Standards for Industrial and Civil Buildings," which was formally approved for trial implementation.

Afterward, there have been continuous revisions and adjustments to various standards. Nowadays, the Academy of Architecture Science is revising the 1978 edition of the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings."

This edition of the regulations was officially revised and put into use in 1990, which was a significant improvement compared to the 1978 regulations.

After that, it was revised again in 2001, and after the Wenchuan earthquake, new revisions were made, and each revision continuously adjusted the standard content based on past experience and put forward higher requirements.

Although there are already standards in place nowadays, they still fall far short of the requirements of future generations. When Linlou designed these schools, he naturally chose to reference the standards of future generations for the design, which, to a certain extent, increased the construction cost, but greatly improved safety.

In his opinion, this level of improvement is completely worth it. While money is important, it pales in comparison to the lives of the students. Moreover, he is capable of bearing these additional expenses.

"Regarding the Xiangjiang Charity Foundation..." Xu Jiaping asked hesitantly. This is surely a good thing, but it is uncertain whether we can gain their approval, right?

"They have agreed and decided that in the future when building schools in the southwestern mountainous areas, they will adopt the standards I have set!" The charity foundation is just a front for themselves; they definitely have to listen to me!"

"Since they all agreed, then there is no problem! Since they are willing to spend more money, the Du family naturally will not have any objections, and they also want the children to study in safer classrooms."

"Lin, what is the meaning behind the design of these areas? It seems a bit different from the commonly used architectural seismic design. Can you help us analyze it?" Then several teachers asked earnestly. They probably realized that this new design is better than the old method, but they couldn't quite pinpoint what makes it better.

"These are the solutions I came up with by referring to the experience and new technologies from some of the countries with frequent earthquakes. In reality, these solutions are actually from the future, but for now, I can only use other countries as a shield."

The moment everyone heard this, they began to imagine. Lin has been to Japan, and when it comes to countries with frequent earthquakes and research on earthquake-resistant buildings, Japan definitely comes to mind. Perhaps these ideas came from there?

Then Lin Lou carefully helped them analyze, brought out the formula to calculate these designs, and the results showed that this design was indeed much better than the old plan, not only improving seismic performance but also saving costs.

"Lin, I think you can write a few papers on this issue and ask Commissioner Wu to take a look and help deliver them to the Academy of Building Science."
Chapter 472 Another Consultant

"How is the design of the Asian Games venues preparing? You have offended quite a few people this time, haven't you? But it's okay, we are in the business of architectural design, so of course, whoever has the most practical plan is the one we should use!" When he arrived at Commissioner Wu's office, instead of rushing to read Lin's paper, Commissioner Wu started chatting with him.

At the meeting, Lin Lou announced his intention to win all the design tasks near the Olympic Sports Center in one go. Many people were dissatisfied, and some even went to report the matter to the higher-ups. Fortunately, Lin Lou graduated from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, and with this strong backing, he was able to weather the storm. Commissioner Wu also helped him avoid a lot of trouble.

If you were to change to a smaller school, a less competitive department, the school might not be able to handle the pressure. I need to persuade Lin to give up his plan, not to take on so many projects at once, and leave some soup for others. Even if it doesn't affect Lin's final decision, it will delay his time.

"Thank you for your help. The preparation of the plan is going smoothly, and I'm sure we can present a satisfactory plan to the judges before the report. The design work for the Asian Games sports venues has been steadily progressing, and Lin reviewed the proposals from Li Qingxi, Feng Shaoping, and others before presenting his own conceptual plan."

Then they refine the conceptual scheme based on the concept, everyone has been working together for so long, and they have also followed Lin Lou to so many countries, gaining a lot of experience. In addition, Lin Lou continuously instills them with various advanced architectural design concepts. Now, the abilities and perspectives of these teachers far exceed those of their peers.

Don't even mention asking them to assist, even if they were asked to compete for the design task of a certain venue, they would be able to do it well. In fact, they have done so. In addition to completing the tasks assigned by the firm and their regular teaching duties, they are also preparing for their own projects.

"If nothing unexpected happens, apart from the sports venues in the area of the North Third Ring Road, Tsinghua University could also win several other venue projects, and even have the possibility to participate in the design of the Asian Games Village and other supporting buildings!" Linlou said confidently. He had already seen the proposals of those few teachers, which were indeed much higher than the current domestic level, and there was a great hope of winning.

"Haha, that's great!" Commissioner Wu was overjoyed to hear this. Although Li Qingxi and others worked at Lin Building's law firm, they also taught at Tsinghua. If Tsinghua alumni teachers could win multiple design tasks for the Asian Games, it would also greatly benefit the reputation of Tsinghua's architecture department.

"Since you have this ability, go ahead and do it confidently, don't worry about too much. Besides, I'm here, and I still have some reputation," Commissioner Wu said modestly. In fact, he still has some reputation. Since the passing of Mr. Liang Sicheng and Mr. Yang Tingbao, he has been the biggest figure in the domestic architecture industry.

And because he was responsible for compiling the urban planning scheme for Beijing, his relationship with those high-ranking leaders was also quite good. Whether those people intended to stir up trouble from within the architectural community or take the route of higher-level connections, with Commissioner Wu blocking them, they couldn't cause much of a stir.

In fact, with Mr. Wu and the towering tree of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, Lin Building is not only formidable, but also noble. Others would not dare to bully it.

"Let me take a look at the plan first. Although I haven't designed sports venues before, I have reviewed some materials," said Commissioner Wu, intending to scrutinize the plan on behalf of Linlou.

"I will definitely deliver it to you right away!" Lin Lou readily agreed, then handed over the newly written article for Member Wu to review.

"I'll take a look! Publishing more papers will be very beneficial for your future title evaluations and promotions. Although your ability is already there, without these things, you will have some trouble in the future when evaluating for associate professor and professor titles!" When it comes to this, Commissioner Wu feels a bit of a headache. It's clear that Lin's ability is already there, but because of the rules, time still needs to be endured.

It takes three years to complete the master's degree, and then you have to continue to pursue a Ph.D., which can ensure that the academic qualifications will not hold him back. However, this is not too bad. If this were to happen in the future education reform to break the phenomenon of inbreeding in academia and the education sector, measures would be implemented to control the situation where students from a school are employed by the same school. It would be even more troublesome for Tsinghua University to retain talent like Lin Lou.

"An article about earthquake-resistant building construction? Why are you suddenly interested in writing about this? It seems quite different from your previous research areas, doesn't it?" After reading the title of the paper clearly, Member Wu was surprised.

“I recently took on a very meaningful job. A charity foundation in Hong Kong has commissioned me to design a set of school design templates that can be disassembled and recombined for children in the southwestern mountainous areas. Considering that the southwestern mountainous areas are located in the largest earthquake zone in China, seismic resistance must be done well.”

"So I have reviewed some of the latest research results from abroad and organized this paper, hoping to provide a small help to the seismic research of our country's architecture," Lin said modestly.

"This is a good thing. Nowadays, those in the construction industry always want to work on urban projects and large-scale projects. However, in China, the majority of the population still resides in rural areas. The construction of houses in rural areas also requires advanced technological guidance." Commissioner Wu is very pleased that the younger generation is paying attention to these issues, which makes him very happy.

"Please have a seat first, and I will carefully read through your article!" Commissioner Wu asked the secretary to pour tea for Lin Lou, then carefully flipped through the pages. While reading, he occasionally raised his head to ask questions, as Lin Lou had cited many of the latest technological advances in the paper, and Commissioner Wu was not a specialist in seismic resistance in architecture, so he inevitably encountered some parts that he did not quite understand.

Commissioner Wu read it very carefully. It was not a very long paper, but he took two extra cups of tea to finish reading it. After reading it, he pondered for a moment and said, "Based on probability reliability, the principle of designing to withstand minor tremors, repairable with moderate tremors, and not collapsing during major tremors is a very scientific design concept, which also conforms to our current economic situation."

In an ideal situation, it would be best if the house remained unaffected even in the event of a magnitude 8 or 9 earthquake. However, in reality, this is completely unrealistic. Setting aside the current level of architectural technology, even if it could be achieved, the construction costs would soar.

Do not talk about China today, even economically advanced Japan does not have the ability to do this, so the principles given by Lin are very practical.

Encounter a small earthquake, ensuring that the house is not damaged, and there is no need for major repairs; encounter a moderate earthquake, ensuring that the house can continue to be used after simple repairs; encounter a major earthquake, ensuring that the main structure will not collapse, and can protect the safety of the residents to the greatest extent possible, which is basically sufficient for now.

As long as people are safe, everything else is easy to handle. The government will help them repair their houses or build new ones. The cost of this is much cheaper than reinforcing all buildings to withstand a major earthquake.

"The previous 'Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings' was somewhat hasty in terms of building classification, covering only some buildings. Many building types were not included, especially the lack of seismic performance requirements for road and bridge structures, which is not appropriate. If railway bridges and highway bridges encounter earthquakes, the consequences could be much more severe than ordinary buildings!"

"In your paper, you added bridges and elevated the seismic design requirements for schools based on the importance of the buildings, which is much better than the old standards."

"Furthermore, the addition of structural time-history analysis method as a supplementary calculation in the seismic calculation method; the consideration of torsional and vertical seismic effects calculation; the introduction of seismic adjustment factors in the verification of cross-sectional bearing capacity, and so on, are all very scientific and advanced means." Wu was even somewhat surprised, these things have not been studied in the field of building seismic resistance for many years, and cannot be produced!"

In fact, those senior experts specializing in seismic research in the Academy of Architecture may not necessarily know where he got that information from. Is it from the experience of the Japanese, or the research findings of the Americans?

"The quality of this paper is very high, but I lack sufficient knowledge in the research of architectural earthquake resistance to give you an accurate evaluation of your article! So, if you're not in a hurry, just wait a bit! I'll contact the experts from the Institute of Building Science to have them take a look first!"

"Then I'll trouble you with this!" Naturally, Linlou had no objections. He wrote this article with the intention of inviting experts from the Institute of Building Science to revise the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings." The goal was to develop a more scientific and reasonable new standard to reduce losses caused by earthquakes.

Nowadays, when Wu submits the paper directly to them, it saves a lot of effort. Moreover, the level of attention from these experts when they see the paper through journals and magazines will be completely different from when Wu submits the paper to them.

"I'll make a phone call right away and have someone deliver it to them. If there's a response, I'll inform you immediately! Be prepared on your end as well. They might ask you to come over to discuss your thesis in a couple of days. Currently, the experts are busy revising the 1978 edition of the 'Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings'. They plan to release a new version before 1990. Your article is timely, as many of the viewpoints and technologies you've included will be useful to them!"

Linlou felt gratified, the new regulation is more comprehensive, and it will certainly reduce the losses caused by earthquakes in the future, saving the lives and property of more people. This is much more meaningful than donating to build a few schools on his own.

After returning, Linlou patiently waited for the invitation from the Institute of Building Science. However, a few days later, instead of inviting him over, several experts from the compilation group of the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings" personally visited him at his home.

"Xiaolou, let me introduce you. This is Vice Chairman Liu Yusheng of the Code Development Group for Seismic Design of Industrial and Civil Buildings at the Academy of Building Science. And these two are Researchers Gao Degong and Song Kanghao. They have read your paper and have many questions to ask you," said Commissioner Wu as he led the three elderly men with graying hair into the quadrangle.

"Teacher Liu, Teacher Gao, Teacher Song, please come in!" Linlou welcomed them into the living room, where someone immediately brought tea and snacks to entertain the guests.

"Lin Lou, earlier Commissioner Wu mentioned that you are very young, but now that we've met, I realize that you are even younger than we had imagined!" Liu Yusheng hesitated, is this really the paper written by such a young student? Does he have the capability and experience for this?

"Xiao Lin, where did you get the formula for the torsional and vertical seismic effects? I've searched through many papers and still couldn't find it!" These experts usually spend all year in research institutions, so they have little concept of social niceties. Gao Degong, without exchanging pleasantries, directly brought up the most concerning issue.

"Oh, this formula is not a research result from domestic sources and has not been published in those major international journals. It was published in a small journal in Japan. When I was discussing the project with Mr. Kisho Kurokawa during my last visit to Japan, I thought that Japan's research in the field of seismic resistance in architecture is quite advanced, so I ordered a few sets of journals on this topic."

Lin Lou didn't take it to heart and immediately got up to go to the information room of the office. He brought out a large stack of journals and magazines, and found a Japanese magazine. From it, he found the article.

"Oh, I have heard of this magazine before, but our research institute's budget is already strained by subscribing to several major international journals, so we have never subscribed to it," said Researcher Gao Degong as he took the paper and began to carefully review it.

Deputy Group Leader Liu Yusheng was introducing on the side, "Researcher Gao has always been very interested in Japan's earthquake research. For this reason, he self-studied Japanese. Kobayashi, do you also understand Japanese?"

"I only know English and French, I haven't studied Japanese. However, we have a teacher who understands Japanese here. After these journals and magazines come back, we will have the teacher translate the table of contents and abstracts first, and then select important articles to translate the full text from them..." When Linlou spoke, Liuyusheng and Songkanghao eagerly looked at these magazines, apparently already feeling extremely eager."

"I'll tidy up and make copies of all the articles related to seismic resistance in architecture, and then I'll send them to you. These articles will be very useful for you."

After verifying the formula, and confirming that there were no errors, these experts raised a bunch of questions regarding Lin's paper. Lin responded to their questions fluently and successfully dispelled their doubts.

At the end, all three experts had to admit that he did have expertise in this field. So Liu Yusheng had an idea. "Xiao Lin, you are about to graduate soon, have you ever thought about..."

"Lao Liu, you're being so unfair. Xiaolou has already agreed to stay at the school. Don't try to steal her away from me!" Before he could finish, Commissioner Wu quickly stepped in, "She is a treasure of our school!"

Liu Yusheng could only withdraw his thoughts at this point, but he still couldn't accept it. "If I can't work full-time, can I at least be a consultant?"
Chapter 473 Graduation Project

"Lao Liu, Lao Liu, Xiaolou not only has to substitute at Tsinghua University now, but also has to do architectural design and help with the Asian Games. Where is the time for all of this?" Lin Lou's workload is already quite heavy, and Commissioner Wu is afraid of overworking him, so he quickly explains, "The work of the Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings is also very demanding."

"This standardization work doesn't need immediate results. It's a long-term project. Xiao Lin doesn't need to come to work every day. He can come over when he has time to have a meeting with us and share any new achievements. Right now, there's a shortage of talent across the country, and the drafting team is also facing this challenge. The older members are low on energy, while the younger ones lack the necessary foundation. Now that we finally have someone like Lin Lou, he wouldn't let him slip away."

"Yes, Chairman Wu, you have so many talents at Tsinghua University. Our drafting team has long been short of talent. If we follow the original plan, it would take at least until 1990 to complete these new standards. In five years, how many new buildings can be constructed, and how many potential risks would be left behind? If Xiaolin is willing to help out, even if we could complete the new standards a month earlier, it would make a whole world of difference!" Song Kanghao also pitched in.

They are all aware of the imperfections of the old "Seismic Design Specification for Industrial and Civil Buildings" and are eager to come up with a more scientific, reasonable, and comprehensive new specification. However, they unfortunately lack talent. The talent gap caused by the past period of time has caused them a lot of headaches, and the emergence of Linlou naturally brightened their eyes.

Upon hearing this, Commissioner Wu remained silent. Indeed, the early completion of the new regulations would make the construction industry in China more standardized, ensuring that new architectural designs have stronger seismic resistance. In the event of an earthquake, more lives and properties could be safeguarded.

In the face of such a legitimate reason, it seems that we can only let Linlou bear a little more burden on his shoulders, but luckily he is still young and should be able to handle it, right?

Lin Lou, an advisor to the Asian Games, an advisor to the Beijing Urban Planning Committee, and now also adding the title of advisor to the editorial group of the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings" of the Institute of Building Science Research. He hasn't even graduated yet, just like Member Wu, he has served as an advisor in several important institutions.

"Linlou, we have limited funding for our compilation group and may not be able to offer you a generous compensation. However, as long as you make a contribution to the compilation process according to the new standards, we will definitely include your name in the new standards." Seeing that Delegate Wu was silent, Liu Yusheng turned to Linlou and continued persuading.

This is acceptable. When Lin is discussing the project with others, if they point out that his design does not comply with the regulations in some detail, Lin can lightly retort, "Oh, are you talking about that regulation? That regulation has a problem. I am currently revising it. By the time our project is submitted for approval, the new regulation will be out!"

This statement can definitely make those who doubt him spit blood three times. The new regulations were all participated in their formulation. Isn't it asking for trouble to use the regulations to argue with them?

Faced with various doubts about the norms in the architectural industry, architects at different levels should also respond differently. Typically, the average architect would break out in a sweat and hastily promise to make the revisions as quickly as possible to meet the requirements of the norms.

A more advanced architect will argue rationally, saying that their design fully complies with the regulations, and that your doubts are baseless because you haven't understood the reasons for my design.

The most awesome architect would be like Lin Lougang just imagined, it's not me who is wrong, it's the standards, and I am in the process of modifying the standards, just wait and see.

"I'd definitely be willing to learn from several teachers, but I really don't have the time to go there often," Lin replied politely, also indicating his difficulties.

"It's okay, it's okay. Just being willing to occasionally come and have a meeting with us, offer some suggestions, and talk about the latest international research findings is already great!" This had already satisfied Liu Yusheng and the others. He was afraid that Lin Lou might change his mind, so he quickly added, "I will prepare the appointment letter when I go back today and bring it to you tomorrow!"

"Then the day after tomorrow, we'll have a meeting together to study and discuss your paper! Your paper has given us a lot of inspiration! We must take it seriously!"
This paper by Lin is very significant, enough to have a decisive impact on the new regulations, so we have to take it seriously. Holding a special meeting to discuss it is the minimum requirement.

"Besides this paper, do you have any other thoughts that we can discuss?" Through the recent exchange, Gao Degong had realized that Lin Lou's research on seismic resistance in architecture was not just limited to what was mentioned in the paper.

"I do have some experiences in this area. Recently, I received a request from the Fragrant River Charity Foundation to design a set of architectural samples for rural town schools in the southwestern mountainous region. The southwestern mountainous region is located in the Mediterranean-Himalayan seismic belt and is prone to frequent earthquakes. Enhancing the seismic performance of school buildings without significantly increasing costs is an urgent issue that needs to be addressed."

"I referred to some research results from developed countries with frequent earthquakes and made some adjustments based on that." Lin Lou asked someone to bring out his design drawings and architectural models and gave them a presentation.

"First of all, when choosing the site of the campus, we should try our best to avoid building the campus at the foot of the mountains in order to prevent the destruction caused by earthquakes, such as landslides and mudslides!" In the Wenchuan earthquake, multiple school buildings such as Beichuan Middle School, Qushan Elementary School, and Qushan Kindergarten were completely buried by mountain landslides.

You can build the teaching building to be more sturdy so that it won't collapse even during an earthquake. However, when such an event occurs, there's nothing that can be done, so it's important to try to avoid these problems as much as possible when choosing the location.

Even though the terrain in the southwestern mountainous area is special and lacks large, flat land, the site selection for the campus should still expand the survey range and assess the nearby mountains to choose the area with more suitable geological structure for campus construction.

"So when formulating regulations, the standards for site selection should also be defined to avoid catastrophic consequences due to improper site selection. After the Wenchuan earthquake, great attention was paid to this issue when constructing new schools and other buildings, making every effort to avoid construction in similar areas."

"You're absolutely right about this. When we were drafting the standards earlier, we only focused on the issues related to the building itself, and we overlooked the issue of site selection. No matter how well the house is built, if the mountain behind it is unstable, it won't withstand an earthquake!" Liu Yusheng and the others were very supportive of this opinion, and quickly took out their notebooks to jot it down.

"After studying data on the destruction of school buildings caused by earthquakes at home and abroad, we found that in addition to issues with engineering quality, the school buildings that suffered severe damage did not adhere to the principles of 'strong columns and weak beams' and 'strong joints and weak components' in their structural design. The strong seismic forces caused the formation of column hinges at the ends of the columns, leading to the formation of a mechanism within the structure. Additionally, the weak layer was located at the bottom of the structure, and the deformation of the frame structure was mainly concentrated at the bottom level, leading to its collapse during strong earthquakes."

These descriptions are even more professional. For those who are not familiar with the structure and seismic technology, it may be difficult to understand, but Liu Yusheng and others find it fascinating.

"The reason for this phenomenon should be that the structural designers often set the section of the beam relatively high, and there is a lot of additional reinforcement in the beam, which increases the bending resistance at the node, so that a hinge is formed at the column end under the bending moment at the node."

"The lower structure layer with added framework structure has a large height, and the shear deformation along the height direction during an earthquake results in a large lateral displacement and a large horizontal displacement angle, increasing the P-Δ effect, ultimately leading to collapse in the lower structure. Liu Yusheng, Gao Degong, and Song Kanghao are professionals in this field and can analyze the problem concisely and clearly."

"The school buildings you mentioned should be from other countries, right? Our country is currently facing a shortage of materials, and we can't afford to build schools with such solid construction!" Steel bars are now very scarce, so when everyone is using them, they will definitely try their best to save, so how can there be a situation where there is a surplus of rebar?"

"That's true, but we also need to consider foresight when formulating standards. Although it may not be likely to happen in the near future, with the development of the economy, the issue of scarce building materials will eventually be resolved. At the same time, due to the increasing emphasis on education by the country, the budget for building new schools will definitely become more abundant in the future!" In fact, the issues pointed out by Linlou are precisely the reasons why Beichuan Middle School collapsed in the earthquake.

"Sometimes building a house isn't just about using solid materials, but also considering the scientific aspect, to avoid well-intentioned but misguided actions. Therefore, I suggest that when establishing new regulations, all of these considerations should be taken into account!" This requirement actually comes from the 2001 edition of the Seismic Design Code for Buildings. However, the teaching buildings at Beichuan Middle School were constructed before this edition was released.

At the same time, due to the need for natural lighting, teaching buildings usually adopt a design with single-sided corridors. The transverse frames are often monolayer or bilayer, with low redundancy in the transverse structure, which increases the probability of the building collapsing horizontally during an earthquake. This is the result of inadequate structural capacity and failure to meet seismic requirements.

"Xiao Lou makes a good point. It takes five to six years for a short standard to be implemented and around ten years for a longer one. Therefore, when formulating standards, we should not only consider current conditions, but also make reasonable predictions for future development and incorporate new content based on this. Since foreign countries have already suffered very bad results due to these designs, we should try our best to avoid them."

"The so-called 'feeling for stones while crossing the river' is what we are facing now. We cannot neglect this aspect in regulations just because such situations are unlikely to occur domestically at the moment. Our country will sooner or later catch up with developed countries, and similar phenomena will definitely emerge. Avoiding them as early as possible will save us from a lot of detours!"

"The current school buildings are mainly constructed with prefabricated reinforced concrete slabs, and due to the scarcity of building materials, there is often a significant shortage in the setting of structural columns and embedded reinforcement. Additionally, due to the low construction standards, the seismic performance of the structures will be further reduced!" After discussing the potential future issues, Linlou then talked about the existing problems.

"This kind of building is very likely to collapse during earthquakes due to the insufficient overall performance of prefabricated floor slabs and inadequate horizontal resistance of longitudinal walls when subjected to lateral main shock!" Juyuan Middle School is in this situation, which was built in the 1980s and has typical problems existing in school construction during the same period.

Later, due to an increase in the number of enrolled students, an additional story was added on top of the old building, which exacerbated the problem and ultimately led to the tragedy.

"Furthermore, when I was in Sichuan, I also saw a relatively typical teaching building. This building was built in the 1970s, when the specifications for the 70s and 80s had not yet been issued. At that time, they did not pay enough attention to the seismic performance when building the school. Only ring beams were set at the base and on the fourth floor roof, with few structural columns, resulting in extremely poor seismic performance."

"And the precast floor slabs have less reinforcement, poor ductility of prestressed reinforcement, and lack overlapping layers or necessary tensile measures during construction. Once an earthquake occurs, it is prone to brittle fractures or detachment without ductility, causing the walls to lose the constraint of the floor slabs and accelerating the instability and destruction of the walls, exacerbating the collapse of the structure!"

This is a case study of Dongqi High School in Hanwang Town. In contrast, the teaching building of Mianzhu Middle School, which is a cast-in-place frame structure, strictly followed the specifications during construction, ensuring reliable quality. Additionally, due to its short construction period and less severe aging of the building, it performed well in earthquakes, with minimal structural damage and only some decorative material damage, effectively ensuring the safety of teachers and students.

The collapsed houses in this earthquake were mostly due to problems in the building design, and many of these issues have historical origins. It is unreasonable to expect them to have designed highly earthquake-resistant houses before the standards were established.

Lin Lou combined the research results of the architectural community after the Wenchuan earthquake, and presented several typical cases to explain to experts the necessity of increasing seismic design requirements in the southwestern mountainous areas and other earthquake-prone regions.

The experts chatted until after dinner, reluctant to leave. "Xiaolou, what you talked about today is very helpful for us. When we formulate new standards the day after tomorrow, please go over these things again. We should consider adding the necessary contents as well!"

Several experts left, but Member Wu didn't rush to leave. Instead, she looked thoughtfully at Lin and said, "Lin, the content you just talked about could be organized into an article that would suffice as a graduation thesis. Are you planning to use this as your graduation thesis?"

Students majoring in architecture can choose to write a thesis or a design project according to their own direction. Those who study architectural history or engage in theoretical research naturally have to write a thesis, while those involved in structural engineering, urban planning, or architectural design must submit a design project. Although Lin has demonstrated sufficient abilities in theoretical aspects, Mr. Wu still hopes that he will do a design project for his graduation.
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Linlou is talented in architectural theory, urban planning, and even architectural drawing. He has achieved many remarkable results, but his greatest talent lies in architectural design. His accomplishments in this area are more profound, so Commissioner Wu also hopes that he can summarize his five years of university life with a high-level design work.

At the same time, this is also beneficial for the Tsinghua Architecture Department. Although architectural theory and urban planning are also important, the most prominent aspect is still architectural design. An outstanding architectural work can help Tsinghua enhance its reputation and attract more outstanding students to apply to Tsinghua.

"No, it was just that when I was doing campus design, I came into contact with these things and had some ideas, so I did research in this area. As for my graduation design, I actually had a plan a long time ago." Although this thesis would definitely ensure a smooth graduation, Lin still prefers to obtain a Bachelor of Architecture degree with architectural design works.

"If we calculate the time, the organizing committee for the Asian Games should be established in May. Then, the issue of venue construction is definitely the first thing to be addressed. Therefore, the time for reporting proposals and finalizing designs should be before the graduation defense. So, I'll just take the easy way out and use the design proposal for the Asian Games venue as my graduation project. You wouldn't mind, would you?" Lin Lou chuckled.

"This plan is great!" Submitting the design proposal for the Asian Games main venue as a graduation project is definitely a great opportunity for publicity. With the momentum of the Asian Games, the reputation of Tsinghua's architecture department will certainly become more prominent! Commissioner Wu is extremely satisfied with the arrangement for Linlou, and he has no doubt that his proposal will be selected.

What exactly is the level of architectural design in the country? And what level has Lin's building reached? He is very clear that as long as nothing unexpected happens elsewhere, the project basically belongs to Lin's building! With him and other big shots from the architecture department of Tsinghua University watching from the sidelines, it's difficult for others to use any means.

We are already good by not bullying others in Tsinghua. Do you still want to bully the treasure of our school? Dream on! Whoever dares to show their face, Commissioner Wu will unapologetically slap them back.

"Don't worry and do it boldly. We will appreciate your work during the graduation defense!" Commissioner Wu didn't even make any comments. If it can pass the subcommittee, the school won't have any objections. Everyone will just go through it happily, and then it will be all done."

"Thank you for your concern. I will definitely produce the best work to repay the nurturing from my alma mater! The design work for the North Third Ring Sports Complex is nearing completion. There is still plenty of time for Linlou to make modifications before the establishment of the Asian Games Organizing Committee and the subsequent presentation."

"Xiaolou, impressive! Using the design proposal for the Asian Games main stadium as a graduation project. Even at Tsinghua University, let alone worldwide, I doubt anyone else has done something like this!" After Commissioner Wu left, Wenxuan and others quickly gathered around, full of envy.

Although they have learned a lot from Linlou and are much more advanced than their peers, they still lack the ability to complete the design work for major projects. Their impressive graduation project is nothing more than a residential building or a small theater, which is considered good compared to other students in the architecture department, but is still inadequate in front of Linlou.

After Lin Lou made his statement, the news gradually spread, and soon the entire Department of Architecture at Tsinghua knew that Lin Lou was going to use the Asian Games sports venues as his graduation design. Everyone was impressed by this, and no one thought that Lin Lou did not have the ability to do so.

Even Liudi was no exception. Since starting his internship at the architectural design firm and being exposed to more comprehensive work, he finally understood how wide the gap between himself and Linlou was. The mentors at the firm all praised and admired Linlou's work, let alone himself?

Oh, even if I stay at this architectural design firm after graduation, I still have to work under the master for several years before I get the chance to independently design projects. By that time, how much progress will Linlou make? The gap between us will only get wider. Just thinking about this, Liudi's mood falls into a deep sense of desolation.

The next day, Liu Yusheng delivered the betrothal gifts to Lin Lou as agreed, inviting him to join the consulting team for the compilation of the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings" at the Institute of Architectural Science.

After that, Linlou took the results of his recent research to the Institute of Building Science and held a day-long meeting. He had intense discussions with the experts, and everyone felt that they had benefited greatly from Linlou's presentation.

"I initially thought that it would take until the beginning of 1990 to complete the introduction of this new standard. Now with Kobayashi's help, I estimate that it should be pretty much done by '88! Moreover, this version of the standard will definitely be more comprehensive and meet future development needs better than we expected!" Liu Yusheng was very relieved.

If the construction is completed two years ahead of schedule, most of the subsequent projects will have to comply with the new seismic design specifications. This will be able to save many people's lives and property. Lin Lou also feels quite gratified about this. It's not easy to have a second chance at life. It would be a pity to just be an architectural artist. Being able to help so many people also means that this opportunity is not wasted.

If it's just 1988, it's a bit late. I'll try my best to make more efforts and push for the new regulations to be released earlier. The earlier they are implemented, the more buildings can meet seismic requirements, thus saving more lives and properties of the general public.

After the meeting, Ma Zhiqiang and Ye Rongtian, who are in charge of the Xiangjiang Charity Foundation, also came back from contacting the relevant departments in Shifang City.

"Mr. Lin, we have already contacted the local government. They are very grateful for our assistance and have promised to fully cooperate with our work. They are just waiting for the funds and blueprints to be in place before starting construction! Even though the Hope Project has not yet begun, Mr. Shaw and others have already begun their donation work in the mainland and have received support and gratitude from top leaders."

So local governments warmly welcomed them, and apart from visiting the school where Dan Yichu was stationed, they also took them to other townships to see the current conditions of the schools there, all of which are in urgent need of new school buildings.

"We have also brought back information from other schools. If you still want to continue with the donation, these schools are all good targets! Those children are still studying in makeshift houses that are exposed to the wind. It is really heartbreaking to see." These two are both very compassionate individuals, otherwise they would not have chosen this job.

"We have collected a lot of materials. If you allow, after we return to Hong Kong, we can collaborate with the media to organize a charity banquet to see if we can raise more funds to help more children."

"Money is not a problem for now. First, calculate how much it will cost to build these schools according to my standards. Then I will inject new funds into the foundation! This foundation is a private foundation of my brother and me, and we currently have no plans to seek other fundraising channels!"

It is certainly a good thing to have more people involved in charity, but it also brings more trouble. Lin Lou doesn't want to originally just do good deeds, only to end up with a lot of trouble. Therefore, he is very cautious about controlling the source of funds.

"And now there are only a few of you in the foundation. Even if we raise more funds, it will be quite troublesome to manage and use these funds. So for now, let's focus on doing a good job on these few projects. We can consider expanding in the future when the team has more experience. So, like Gu Zi, let's just focus on doing our own thing."

Where are the Ottock and Cisco companies located? In the future, there will be many investment opportunities in IT companies, and Linlou feels that he and his brother can completely support this business on their own.

He genuinely wants to do something, unlike others who try to avoid taxes, expand their influence, or seek other benefits through charity foundations.

"However, publicity work can still be carried out. It would be a good thing if we could attract more kind-hearted people from Hong Kong to engage in charity work! It's just that our foundation currently does not need external funds. If they want to donate, you can direct them to Mr. Shao or other foundations."

"Okay, when we get back, we will go find Mr. Shao. I believe Mr. Shao will definitely be very willing to help us with this favor!" With Lin's arrangement, the two of them had nothing else to say and readily agreed.

"Let's contact our colleagues in Hong Kong now and have them make preparations. I will return to Hong Kong first tomorrow to arrange the publicity matters. Rongtian will bring the money and the drawings to Shifang to implement the construction work of the first Shuangmu School. Just like when we donated to Tsinghua University before, Linlou named the school Shuangmu School."

Jianzhen Town School is the first of its kind, and there will be more Doublewood Schools in the future. Linlou Xihu hopes that when he retires, he can search for the names of Doublewood Schools on Gaode Maps, and red dots will cover the entire national map! By then, he will definitely feel extremely satisfied and gratified, right?

Both of them are activists. They immediately started discussing the details of their plans and publicity with Lin Lou. Lin Lou explained them in detail. The next morning, they each boarded a plane, heading to Hong Kong and Chengdu in the west and south respectively.

Ye Rongtian arrived in Chengdu with the drawings, then took a bus to Shifang City and found the deputy mayor in charge of education. "Mayor Jin, I have brought the plan and the first installment of funding this time."

"Mr. Ye, your work efficiency is really fast, isn't it? You just left two days ago, and you already have results so soon? I thought we would have to wait for a few more days!" Mayor Jin was very surprised, and at the same time, the last worry in his heart was finally gone. He had high hopes for this project, and he was afraid that if his work on this end was not done well, it would cause the project to fail. Now that Ye Rongtian is back with the money, he can finally rest assured."

"Please take a short rest first. I will immediately gather the relevant personnel here for a meeting," Mayor Jin sprang into action, personally preparing a cup of tea for Ye Rongtian, and then personally making calls to the leaders of the Education Bureau, Construction Bureau, and other relevant departments, asking them to set aside all current tasks and come here for a meeting.

After everyone had arrived, Mayor Jin delivered a passionate speech, thanking the Shuangmu Charity Foundation for their support to the education cause in Shifang, Then he asked Ye Rongtian to introduce the current preparations.

Ye Rongtian produced a check and drawings, "Now that the funds and drawings are in place, many tasks can get started as soon as possible. On one hand, it is necessary for the relevant departments to handle the procedures quickly, and on the other hand, it is important to arrange the team and construction materials needed for the construction. We will need everyone's help with these tasks!"

"Mr. Ye, you are too kind. This was originally our own matter, and we will definitely prepare for it at the fastest speed!" Everyone reassured.

Mayor Jin also stated with confidence, "Our city's construction company will dispatch the most skilled construction team, and I will personally step in to address the issue of building materials. We cannot be poor in education, and children cannot suffer. Even if we have to temporarily halt the construction of the office buildings in the city, we must prioritize completing the construction of schools first!"

Even from the perspective of his personal interests, it would be very beneficial to facilitate this matter as soon as possible. The completion of a better school without using any government expenditure is definitely a noteworthy accomplishment, so he will definitely work hard to promote this matter.

Yè Róngtiān then brought up some issues regarding the audit of the accounts. Lin Lou's willingness to spend money on charitable deeds doesn't mean he's willing to be taken advantage of. As long as the technology or quality is excellent, he understands that someone may want to make some money through the project, but I absolutely cannot have any trouble.

If anyone dares to do so, Linlou would not mind showing them some colors, whether it is the identity of Yerongtian and his group from Xiangjiang, or the background strength of Yujishan, it is not something that can be messed around with just a few people.

Mayor Jin had no objections to this, because when they first discussed it, both Ma Zhiqiang and Ye Rongtian stated that their foundation's financial management was very strict. Besides, he valued the political benefits of the project more. Even if Ye Rongtian hadn't mentioned it, he wouldn't tolerate anyone jeopardizing the larger goal for their own interests.

After saying these things, everyone looked at the drawings. Someone was quite puzzled, "Mr. Ye, these drawings are somewhat different from the campus design methods we usually use! And, I roughly estimated that if we were to build according to this plan, the cost would probably be higher than the plan we are using now."

The plan was designed with the help of Mr. Lin Lou, from the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University, who was invited by the foundation. Mr. Lin is a young and promising figure in the domestic architectural field. Previously, he defeated over a thousand architects worldwide to win a major award for the Hong Kong Peak Club project, and has since received the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale of Architecture and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects.

"Mr. Lin has designed a set of new campus building templates that can be used in the southwestern mountainous areas. In the future, we will also use Mr. Lin's design when continuing to build new projects."

"As for the additional cost, all of this is for the children. As long as the children can study in a better campus, it is worth spending a little more money."
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"According to Mr. Lin's introduction, the additional costs were mainly used for earthquake resistance. Our area is located in the Mediterranean-Himalayan seismic belt, which is a high-risk earthquake area. Moreover, the school is a special building with a large number of occupants. If we do not pay attention to earthquake resistance, it would be extremely frightening if any accidents were to occur!" continued Ye Rongtian.

"Of course, we understand Mr. Ye's kindness, but there are still many schools in urgent need of new school buildings. If we can save some funds and build more schools, wouldn't that be a good thing?"

"Moreover, the recently updated school building design has been enhanced for seismic performance, fully in compliance with the 1978 edition of the 'Code for Seismic Design of Buildings' for industrial and civil construction. Mr. Lin's design...it is certainly very good, but is it perhaps placing too much emphasis on seismic resistance? In some areas, it has already exceeded the requirements of the code."

The architectural experts present naturally did not dare and were not capable of questioning Lin Lou, who graduated from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. However, they still had some doubts about this blueprint.

Mr. Lin, in addition to being an architect, is also a research expert in the field of seismic design. He is currently serving as a consultant to the drafting committee of the "Seismic Design Code for Industrial and Civil Buildings" at the National Academy of Building Research, responsible for the revision and improvement of the new code! Mr. Ye proudly introduced.

Mr. Lin and the experts in the editing group all believe that the previous version of the standards was rushed and had many shortcomings, especially in the seismic design requirements for campus buildings. Therefore, when formulating the new standards, the requirements were raised. The issues you mentioned may not have been considered significant in the old standards, but they are repeatedly emphasized in the new standards!

"So, in the future campus construction, our foundation will not use old standards to demand of ourselves, but must comply with the new standards that have not yet been introduced!"

Several experts in the city opened their mouths, but in the end, they didn't say anything. They are all members of the standard drafting team. It's a joke to talk to them about standards, isn't it?

If Linlou were to know what happened today, he would surely feel incredibly disheartened. I originally intended to personally do the installation, but it turned out that you got ahead of me and did it instead.

"Since that's the case, then it's not a problem. You guys quickly handle the procedures for the revision, affix all the necessary official seals, and then let's start the construction as soon as possible!" Mayor Jin urged, if they are willing to spend more money to build a better school, then it's definitely better. After all, it's not the city's financial resources being spent anyway.

"After confirming the time for the groundbreaking ceremony, I will invite media reporters from Hong Kong to come for interviews, and call on more kind-hearted individuals from Hong Kong and other places to contribute to the education cause in the mainland. Mayor Jin must attend the event!" said Ye Rongtian.

"Definitely, definitely. I will go and consult with the secretary and the mayor later, to see if they can make time for it." Mayor Jin became even happier upon hearing this. Having the opportunity to be interviewed by the reporters from Xiangjiang and appearing in the media there would certainly raise his profile. However, as the deputy mayor, he couldn't hog all the limelight and had to consider the feelings of the leaders as well.

"This is definitely as good as it gets. The construction work on the campus still needs the help of all the leaders to be successfully completed." Although Ye Rongtian is enthusiastic about charity, he is not naive. Being mentioned by name will attract the attention of reporters and it is not just for publicity.

No matter where the engineering construction is carried out, local support is always needed. Inevitably, some people may have their own ideas about it. Both Lin and Ye agree that it's okay to make money, but the locals should also have the opportunity to make money, for example, by providing labor and construction materials for them to earn from.

If the leader's nephew and grandnephew can organize a construction team, or have channels to obtain construction materials for supply, as long as the construction quality meets the requirements and the building materials meet the standards, then there is no problem.

If someone is not satisfied and still wants to make some black-hearted money by cutting corners and passing off inferior goods as superior, then I'm sorry, don't blame us for turning hostile! We will directly expose you to the media in Hong Kong, and then use our position and connections to pressure you locally, making sure you come out in a bad light.

First, bring out two chickens to be killed, let everyone else see, and then in the future, when we go to other places for projects, it will be easier. We won't have to deal with these things every time.

Fortunately, Mayor Jin and others are currently focusing on political achievements, and have not thought about these messy things, so the project has been able to proceed smoothly. The preliminary preparations were quickly completed, and the construction team arranged for the most capable personnel in the city, and the construction materials were also delivered on time after some coordination.

Ye Rongtian took advantage of this time to communicate with the locals and selected some people to supervise the construction process. Among them are teachers like Dan Yichu as well as parents of children who will attend this school in the future.

Teachers will be working in the new campus for a long time, and the children of these parents will also study in this new campus for several years. Even for their own and their children's safety, they will keep a close watch on every construction process. In addition, the role of the supervisor personnel should also ensure the quality of the construction, even if Ye Rongtian and others will not be here every day.

The local people are also very enthusiastic. This school was built for their children, so those who are strong come to the construction site to help for free, while those who are not strong pick some homegrown vegetables and fruits to send to the construction site. Almost everyone regards this matter as their own and cares about it.

When Ye Rongtian returned to Beijing to report to Linlou, he felt quite emotional. "This kind of situation is not common in Hong Kong anymore. The local people are really warm-hearted!"

"Although people's lives are a bit difficult now, they are still very simple, especially in these impoverished areas. As long as you are willing to help them, they will treat you as one of their own!" Lin Lou was also very gratified to hear this.

A few years later, the situation may be different again. Perhaps some people will not only refuse to help, but also try to take advantage during the campus construction. The daily construction noise has been disturbing my mother hen, and the construction vehicles coming in and out have been damaging my crops, making me feel both frustrated and distressed.

"This time we've been staying in Zhifang for so long, you both have worked hard. How about taking a few days off to go back to Hong Kong and rest?" They now have darkened skin and changed their appearance. They no longer look like Hong Kong people. Apart from their accent, they seem no different from ordinary folk in the southwestern mountainous areas.

"No, no need. The new funds have already been received. The new school we are in contact with is in greater need of a new building than the one in Jiandizhen. We should hurry up and complete the procedures as soon as possible, strive to start construction early, and enable these children to study in the new school building as soon as possible!" Ye Rongtian and Ma Zhiqiang's enthusiasm for their work is very high.

"I won't ask about the specific work arrangements, but the two of you should also take care of your health. Let's have a comprehensive physical examination every six months from now on! Also, remember to rest well during your daily routine. Only when you are healthy can you serve more children!" Having encountered these two reliable charity veterans, Linlou felt relieved.

"Definitely, definitely, we also want to help more children and build more schools. Doing charity can be addictive, and they both derive great spiritual enjoyment from this cause, so although it's hard work, they also find it very rewarding."

"The southwestern mountainous area is a frequent seismic zone. In order to protect the lives and property of teachers and students, in addition to paying attention to earthquake resistance during the construction of school buildings, we also need to carry out relevant training." Lin Lou is very clear that simply relying on building structures is not enough to resist the dangers of earthquakes.

So he took a booklet and handed it over, saying, "I have compiled some training materials on earthquake prevention in Japanese primary and secondary schools, and invited relevant experts to revise them according to the specific situation in China, in order to better meet the needs of Chinese teachers and students! When you are rested and return, please bring this material with you to provide training for local teachers and students."

"I think this work should not only be carried out in the schools we are assisting, but should also be done in collaboration with the local education department to promote it in more schools, factories, and other places with higher population flow." Ye Rongtian added, offering an example to illustrate the broader concept.

Sichuan is a province with a large population. With so many schools and students, how many new schools can be built with the support of just one charity foundation? Students from other schools also have needs in terms of earthquake resistance. On this side of Linlou, we can demand that they build schools with better earthquake resistance by quickly establishing more comprehensive seismic design standards.

And Ye Rongtian and others can widely spread this training material, so that teachers and children in schools in the southwestern mountainous areas can practice it frequently. In this way, they will not panic when encountering emergencies, and will be able to make more rational responses in a timely manner. Running out of the danger zone one second earlier can save many lives.

"This is what I wanted to say, and I will also provide additional funds for publicity and organization of this activity, striving to establish this type of training as a routine in earthquake-prone areas as soon as possible." These efforts may seem useless at ordinary times, and many people may never have the opportunity to benefit from them in their lifetime.

Once they encounter it, as long as they can remember the content of the original training, it can be a lifesaver! Lin Lou even considered whether to contact other departments to produce a science and education film on earthquake resistance training, which would be much more intuitive than written training materials.

Since he has thought about it, just do it. Anyway, he has the money and the connections now. The salon in the quadrangle has been going on for several years, and it is no longer limited to the construction industry. Young sculptors like Ma Yue, model agents like Song Huaigui, and rock musicians like Cui Jian often come to visit.

Additionally, there are also young clothing designers, musicians, painters, and so on. Of course, there is no shortage of film and television workers as well. It's as easy as pie to fund them to shoot an educational film! For those struggling students still in school, as long as they can get practical opportunities, they would eagerly seize them, even if it's for an educational film.

Hmm, you can also get in touch with Kiyoshi Kurokawa and have him arrange for some training videos from Japan to be sent over. That way, the film and television students can watch some Japanese films first before starting their own productions, which would make the learning more comprehensive.

Ye Rongtian and others brought the materials back to Sichuan and communicated with the local education authorities. At first, these leaders were a bit puzzled, but the Tangshan earthquake had only passed nine years ago. Many people still vividly remember this great tragedy and vaguely realized that perhaps it was necessary to conduct similar training.

With the addition of Ye Rongtian's willingness to contribute funds for promotion and training organization, there will be no problem at all. As long as they don't have to spend money, everything will be fine.

The education department issued a notice, and then Ye Rongtian and others printed a large number of training materials and distributed them. They went to different cities to promote and educate the teachers in each city first, and then these teachers would train the teachers in the counties. This way, the earthquake resistance training gradually started in the southwestern region.

The students from the film academy at the Linlou side were thrilled when they heard about the opportunity to shoot a film, even if it was just a documentary. They eagerly agreed and then went back to school to contact teachers, borrow equipment, and brainstorm the script...starting the pre-production work.

As for the shooting location and the issue of extras, Linlou has already resolved it. He found the principal of Houkou High School and explained the situation, and the principal readily agreed.

Although there have been no earthquakes of magnitude five or above in the urban area of Beijing since the 20th century, Beijing is located in a seismic zone and experienced several major earthquakes during the Qing Dynasty. In the 18th year of the Kangxi reign, an earthquake of magnitude eight even occurred, and the traces of that earthquake can still be seen today.

So it is very necessary to provide this kind of training for the children in Beijing. They can provide material for scientific and educational films while receiving training, and demonstrate the response methods that other children in different areas can strive for.

Lin Lou was busy with the work of educational films while steadily completing his regular tasks. Time passed by without him realizing, and before he knew it, it was already May.

In the middle of May 1985, the organizing committee of the 11th Asian Games was established in Beijing, with Vice Premier Wan of the State Council serving as the honorary chairman of the organizing committee. Um, this person's identity is quite sensitive, maybe it's better not to write it.

Then the former director of the National Sports Commission, Li Menghua, served as the executive chairman, and the current executive chairman is succeeded by Wu Shaozu. In addition, the vice chairmen of the organizing committee are Zhang Baifa, He Zhenliang, Yuan Weimin, Xu Yinsheng, and Han Boping.

The task of the Asian Games Organizing Committee is not only responsible for the organization and scheduling of all events, but also includes a series of engineering constructions for the service of the Asian Games. This work is directly managed by Vice Mayor Zhang Baifa, with professional support provided by Deputy Director of the Municipal Construction Commission, Gu Yao.

After the organizing committee was formally established, the selection of the venue construction plan was put on the agenda, and Linlou had to go make a report again.

Thank you for the rewards from Lin Tai and the song of Tianwen. Ah, I have to go to Xi'an to sign a lease contract tomorrow, and I will also help the tenant buy some furniture and appliances. I can only do the minimum updates these days.
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"How's the preparation going, Xiao Lou? Are you confident in taking it down? With your skills, there should be no problem in taking on the construction of the main sports arena!" Outside the venue, they met Ouyang Can and Xiong Ming, who asked with concern.

When discussing the renovation plan for the Workers' Stadium previously, they had already seen Linlou's ability in stadium design. If judged solely based on capability, there is no problem with Linlou's design task for the main stadium on the north third ring. However, he insisted on taking over the whole land plot, which complicates the matter.

The Asian Games is currently the focus of national attention. Anyone with the ability to participate would want to be involved. Once successfully participating, not to mention the improvement and glory it brings, the sense of satisfaction alone is unmatched by any other project.

So Linlou proposed the concept of a sports complex and wanted the design rights for all the projects on the land north of the Third Ring Road. This is really something to be jealous of. We admit that you have the ability, and it's a good thing that you are involved in the construction of the Asian Games venues, but can't you leave some opportunities for us as well?

The consideration for the Linlou is, in order to successfully host the Asian Games, Beijing has built a total of thirteen new sports venues, plus more than thirty renovations. In addition, there are also the Asian Games Village, Beijing TV Broadcasting Center, expansion of the Capital Airport terminal, and large-scale projects such as the renovation of Beijing's road network. Even if I take over all of them, you still have plenty of opportunities, don't you?

The starting points of both sides are different, so naturally they can't come to an agreement. Some people want to use other means to make Lin Lou put down the pot in his hands and share some with them, but Lin Lou has Wu and the entire Tsinghua Architecture Department behind him, so ordinary means are of no use to him.

But everyone still refuses to give up competition. There are plenty of projects to be built on that piece of land in the North Third Ring Road. In addition to building the main stadium, there are also arrangements for surrounding facilities such as a sports field, swimming pool, hockey field, and a comprehensive business building. No matter how capable you are, you can't possibly surpass us in all aspects, right?

What you said about the concept of integrated sports complex, how many people in the country understand it now? The leaders of the evaluation committee don't seem to understand it very well, do they? In fact, it's just a gimmick. When the actual evaluation starts, they still have to go through each proposal slowly.

We may not be as comprehensive as you, nor do we understand so many of the latest international concepts. However, when it comes to the design of sports venues, we still have our strengths. Each of us has our own strengths. In terms of specific professional venues, our experience is definitely richer than yours. It may not be impossible to rely on our own design to impress the judges.

"Confidence is definitely there, but all of you are experienced teachers, so the outcome is still uncertain!" Lin Lou looked around at the crowd and said politely. After all, he was younger and showing off too much wouldn't be appropriate. Of course, it's easier said than done, and in reality, he was full of confidence in his plan.

"Hmph, eating too much isn't afraid of choking, being greedy is like a snake trying to swallow an elephant, it's not easily digestible!" A senior architect snorted, the more he looked at the forest building the more uncomfortable he felt. He had already set his sights on the design work for the swimming pool, and had used personal connections to discuss with a few potential competitors, but unexpectedly encountered the forest building.

"Hehe, it's okay. I have a good digestion being young, so it won't really affect me even if I eat a little more." Since the other party was not polite, Lin Lou would definitely not be polite either, and immediately retorted without being polite. I may understand manners, but that doesn't mean I can be bullied.

"Lao Zhao, what's the deal with you and that kid? He doesn't know his place, there will always be someone who will teach him a lesson. Let's just wait and see the show!" Someone sarcastically remarked. The judging hasn't started yet, it's not good to say too much, but once a project favored by Linlou gets taken by others, then he will have something to say.

He has been pondering this matter whenever he has free time recently, holding back a lot of sarcastic remarks, waiting for the final outcome, and then launching a full-scale attack on Linlou.

"Alright, everyone wait and see who will be the center of attention later!" Linlou was not exaggerating at all. After the results were out, they wouldn't need to say anything themselves. A group of old men losing to a young person was enough to make them feel uncomfortable.

The meeting did not adopt the internationally popular bidding method this time, but instead made localized modifications. The expert group and several main leaders of the Asian Games Organizing Committee sat on the stage, and the architects of the proposals came on stage one by one to report their plans, while others watched from below without speaking, and then the expert group gave on-site evaluation opinions.

They yelled for a while, and a staff member came over to stop them, saying, "The leader is about to arrive soon, so everyone hurry inside! Get your proposals ready, we'll have to report shortly."

So everyone quieted down and entered the venue one after another, sitting in groups around the hall. Some were colleagues from their own law firms, others were partners like Ouyang Can or Xiong Ming with whom they had cooperated, while others were familiar faces from Tsinghua University or the municipal procuratorate. As for others, they all kept their distance.

However, Tsinghua University and the municipal institute have a large number of talents and significant influence. Compared to the people around him and other groups, they are not at all inferior, and even surpass any other small group in terms of scale.

After everyone finished, they all held the plan in their arms. Just now, a few of them who had argued with Lin Lou started discussing, "Lao Zhao, are you prepared with the plans for those projects?"

"The plan for the swimming pool has already been prepared. I just can't believe it. How many people does he have there? It's hard enough to design the main stadium alone, does he have the ability to design so many projects at once? Don't be fooled by his confident words, deep down he's been feeling uneasy. After all, Lin has never made a mistake before."

Not only have we won several projects domestically, we have also won numerous awards internationally, often emerging victorious in international bidding or competitions. As the saying goes, "without real skills, one wouldn't dare to climb the Liangshan mountain." They are truly capable.

"Doesn't the swimming pool only require a fraction of this information? Do you have plans for other projects as well?" The speaker glanced at the stack of documents held by Lao Zhao, clearly thicker than necessary for just one project.

"The Asian Games is the first large-scale comprehensive sports event that we have hosted since the founding of the country. If I hadn't caught up with it, it would have been regrettable. Now that it's happening, of course I want to contribute more. So, we have been working for several months and have come up with a design plan for the North Sports University Gymnasium!" said Lao Zhao, puffing out his chest.

"Hehe, your excuses sound reasonable, but in reality, are you just being cowardly? Afraid of losing to Linlou and ending up with nothing, so you're resorting to a backup plan? The person asking the question sneers coldly in their heart."

"Hmm, it looks like you have quite a lot of information with you. Besides the hockey rink, do you have other plans?" Lao Zhao was a shrewd person, and he could tell what I was thinking by the change in my expression. So, there was no need to beat around the bush. I had a contingency plan. But it seems like you don't think you can definitely win, do you?

"Haha, my unit is quite close to Yuetan, so I just casually made a plan for the Yuetan sports stadium." Well, now no one can blame anyone. It turns out everyone is unsure in their hearts.

It's not their fault either. It's all because Lin Lou has been making such a stir these past few years. He took on the challenge against I.M. Pei from the beginning and even impressed him. Then he completed several projects, participated in an international competition in Hong Kong, exhibited in Venice, won the Golden Lion Award and the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects. He even received a commission to design a national capital airport abroad.

Just dealing with any one of these things is enough to scare people. For the two of them, in their architectural careers, even if they only experience it once, it would be enough for them to boast for a lifetime. And Linlou, in his early twenties, has accomplished so much. How could they not be afraid?

Even if they don't understand other achievements, they should understand the concept of the American Institute of Architects Gold Medal, right? And how important is the project of a country's capital airport, they should understand that, right? Anyway, these are things they never dared to think about in the past, and now they have to compete with such an architect, they must feel insecure.

Take another look at when we privately contacted them initially, they were promising to make Linlou see those guys in a good light. It seems that they, just like those guys, have also made backup plans and come to this meeting with contingency plans. It looks like they don't have much confidence in defeating Linlou.

Before long, the leaders arrived on time. Everyone stood up and applauded to welcome them. Deputy Mayor Zhang Baifa, who is in charge of the infrastructure construction for the Asian Games, gave the first speech, emphasizing the importance of the Asian Games and the significance of the venue construction work.

After several leaders finished their speeches, it was time for everyone to report their proposals. This was just a preliminary selection, with each person taking the stage to briefly explain their conceptual proposals based on the project. The expert panel would then select the bidders to proceed to the next round, who would then refine their proposals before another round of reporting, until the final decision is made.

"The first project is the plan for the Yuantan Gymnasium. According to the list reported, there are now eight architectural design units participating in the design work for this project, including Beijing City Institute and Xiangjiang Lin Architectural Design Firm. Now, please come up and present your plan in the order I just mentioned. The first one is Beijing City Institute."

"Huh? This guy is not satisfied with taking such a large piece of land at Beisanhuan and now wants to participate in other projects' bidding too?" This person is really upset. Originally I thought you wanted to include the hockey field in your so-called sports complex, so I quickly chose a backup plan. Why are you doing the same thing as well?"

Is there any justice left? Is there any rule of law left? Young people these days have no sense of martial virtue. They not only take all the credit, but also grab the food from the ground. This is just too much!

"I'll start by giving it a shot, and then I'll learn from Mr. Lin's plan later on!" The designer from the city institute greeted Mr. Lin, then prepared to leave with his own sketches. He had previously learned hand drawing and CAD software operation from Mr. Lin.

"The Yuetan Gymnasium was not designed by me, it was the work of Teacher Feng," Linlou explained. He had previously asked the employees of the firm to try their hand at design for other projects if they had the energy after completing their regular work. Surprisingly, a few of them produced some work, and the quality was quite good.

Linlou was quite pleased by this. If only one person is involved, no matter how many honors and awards they may receive, it won't contribute much to changing the overall status of Chinese architects internationally. But if there were batches of architects making greater progress under his influence than in history, then it would be different.

The more architects there are with strength, vision, and ideas, the better the overall position of Chinese architects will be internationally. China will also change from being simply a major construction country to a major architectural design country! At that time, it won't be so easy for foreign architects to come to China and take advantage.

Of course, achieving this will not be enough to just improve the level of architects. We also need to change the mindset of those who hold decision-making power, let them know what foreign architects can do, and make them realize that Chinese architects can do the same, and even better.

This will be a lengthy task. In order to achieve this, Lin Lou still needs to bring young Chinese architects to win more awards and secure more projects abroad.

By that time, when a major project wants to hire a foreign architect for design again, domestic architects can confidently say, "Oh, isn't that the person who lost to me in the bidding for a certain project in Europe last time? To be honest, his level is only so-so!"

After hearing this, those who hold the decision-making power probably wouldn't directly hand over the project to the foreigner who lost to the Chinese architect, right?

The architect of the city court quickly completed the presentation of the conceptual design. The expert group raised a few questions, the leaders made a few comments, and then it was Feng Shaoping's turn to take the stage.

"Leaders and teachers, I am Feng Shaoping, the chief designer of this project..." After a simple self-introduction, Feng Shaoping began to explain his own design proposal.

"In the design of this sports stadium, I adopted the construction method of inclined square cone truss structure and ground assembly for overall hoisting."

“The venue can meet the competition needs of multiple sports such as basketball, badminton, volleyball, gymnastics, and table tennis. After the Asian Games, with simple modifications, it can be transformed into a comprehensive venue capable of hosting sports competitions, cultural performances, and large-scale events.”

With Feng Shaoping's report, the person next to Lao Zhao became increasingly uneasy. It was obvious that this plan was better and more advanced than his own. It seems that this time, he might not get anything at all.

It's not just him who feels surprised and apprehensive. Many people at the scene have similar thoughts. I mean, Lin Lou is indeed impressive, but how come there are so many capable people in his firm?

With the abilities that Feng Shaoping has displayed, he would definitely be the most skilled person in our unit! If there were a few more people like him, they would probably dominate the design of the venues for the Asian Games this time!
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"Feng, your plan is much better than ours. We thought we could definitely win this project, but now it seems that we were a bit short-sighted!" Feng Shaoping, the architect from the municipal institute, was immediately praised by Bi Qian.

"Teacher Bi, you are too modest. There are also many highlights in your plan. When I was listening just now, I was thinking, if we could merge our plans together, this stadium would be even more perfect!" This is also Feng Shaoping's sincere idea. Teacher Bi is indeed a bit older than you, more experienced, and has unique insights in handling some details.

"That sounds great. If you're really willing, let's set a time to have a good chat. Can our two units work together to design such a big project?" Bi Qian was quite happy. With this kind of conversation, it was basically decided that the project would fall into their hands. Although it's a collaboration with others, leaving their mark at the Asian Games is a great thing. "

And Feng Shaoping, although relatively inexperienced, has a much broader perspective than me. There are many things that I have never heard of before. Working with him for a while might help me gain some experience.

As for Feng Shaoping, he also hopes to collaborate with Bi Qian. Firstly, his solution is indeed commendable. Secondly, other employees in the agency are already busy with their own tasks. Even if he were to take on the project, he would have to temporarily seek help outside. Who else has the skill level of Bi Qian?

He glanced at Lin Lou and saw Lin Lou nod slightly. Then he said with a smile, "It's really a great opportunity to study with Teacher Bi. Tomorrow I will visit you at the municipal court and discuss the project in detail!"

Although the Asian Games organizing committee is unlikely to offer a high design fee, since it involves money matters, it still needs to be carefully discussed. Fortunately, the previous cooperation between Lin Building and the municipal court was pleasant, and the relationships with Director Qiu and Deputy Director Ouyang are good, so there should be no problem with this matter.

The representatives of several more units appeared next, but the proposals they presented were nowhere near as impressive as those of Feng Shaoping and Bi Qian, including the one who just chatted with Lao Zhao below. Those with keen eyes could see that the design of the Yuetan Sports Stadium is likely to fall into the hands of the Municipal Institute or Lin Building.

Hmm, it's one thing if he's capable, but why are his subordinates also so capable? If this continues, the project we were optimistic about could be in danger!

Many people are secretly murmuring in their hearts, secretly calculating the number of employees under Linlou's command, estimating how many people will participate in the bidding with their own plans. The key question is whether there will be conflicts with themselves.

The commentary on the plan for the Yue Tan Sports Hall has ended, and the panel of experts on-site did not immediately provide an evaluation. However, judging from their reactions, it seems that Feng Shaoping and Bi Qian have the advantage.

Next up is the gym of Beijing Sport University. Lao Zhao immediately started praying to the heavens and Buddhas in his heart, hoping that he wouldn't encounter anyone from Lin Lou's team.

It's a pity that his heart is not sincere enough. Soon he heard the name of the Lin Law Firm from the meeting host, and he couldn't help but feel unlucky. How did I end up choosing the project at the Beijing Sports University Gymnasium? Aren't there about a dozen projects that no one has chosen? Why couldn't I have chosen another one?

Choosing those projects will inevitably involve competition with others, but he is well aware of the capabilities of those familiar old acquaintances. At most, they are on par with him. However, the young people around Linlou are so dynamic!

The first to take the stage and present the solution is Lao Zhao. Influenced by Linlou and the others, his explanation was a bit hesitant, and his usual 80% proficiency was at most 60% today. Several experts and leaders furrowed their brows slightly, thinking that the preparation was too hasty. How can such an attitude be trusted with the important task of designing the Asian Games venues?

The pressure from Lin Lou, combined with the changing expressions of the expert leaders, made Lao Zhao even more flustered. In the end, he didn't cover several points and hastily concluded the presentation.

Afterward, the two old friends looked at each other and instantly felt a sense of empathy. Ah, regardless of whether Lin can win the bid for the sports venue design business at the North Third Ring, these two old faces are already lost.

Next, several architects took the stage to explain their own designs. The quality of these designs was similar to that of Lao Zhao's, and their concepts were a bit outdated, which made Deputy Mayor Zhang Baifa unable to help frowning.

He led the team to attend the Asian Olympic Council meeting to determine the ownership of the 1990 Asian Games in South Korea last year. After Beijing won, he took the opportunity to visit the sports venues prepared by South Korea for the 1988 Olympic Games. Although many venues were not yet completed, he also saw some things through the renderings hanging outside the construction site.

Compared with the architects from South Korea who designed the sports venues for the 1988 Olympic Games, their plans are really far from satisfactory. Although the economic development of South Korea is better than China, and although the Olympic Games have a higher status than the Asian Games, and although these South Korean architects have closer communication with the Western world, the disparity should not be so huge, right?

The sports venues in South Korea give people a refreshing feeling, they look quite advanced and high-end. But the plans they presented are basically no different from the sports venues built in our country in the 1970s. This won't do. If we really follow their plans for construction, when the Asian Games are officially held, those foreigners will laugh at us!

"Next, let's welcome Mr. Xu Jiaping from Xiangjiang Lin Architectural Firm to present the design plan!" With the host's call, Xu Jiaping stepped onto the stage with his carefully designed plan.

When he presented his renderings, Deputy Mayor Zhang's expression changed immediately! This design is so much better than the previous ones! I don't understand the functionality, but just from the appearance, it looks beautiful! This is truly befitting of our Chinese status!

"Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed leaders and teachers, I am honored to have the opportunity to contribute in any way to the Asian Games... After a brief opening remark, Xu Jiaping began to explain his own plan."

"In my design, the roof of the Beijing Sports University Gymnasium will adopt a double-layer double-twisted shell grid structure. Its horizontal projection is a square with four corners cut off. The grid shell is composed of thirty-eight mutually orthogonal trusses, and triangular exposed supports are installed at each corner. The grid shell nodes are welded hollow spheres..."

"The double-layered double-twisted mesh shell structure is an advanced design that is frequently used in sports venue construction in Europe and the United States today. Several famous sports venues have adopted similar methods! However, it is not common in Asia. Once completed, this project will become the largest in the country and one of the leading mesh shell structure buildings in Asia!"

Hmm, this is great. This Asian Games should not only showcase the elegance of our Chinese athletes, but also show the representatives from various Asian countries the achievements of China's reform and opening up, and let the world see the progress of China in the fields of economy, science and technology! This new technology is the best way to do so.

Deputy Mayor Zhang, although not a professional in the construction industry, instinctively admires advanced technology from Europe and the United States. Compared to the elderly architect who couldn't even speak clearly just now, it's impressive to see this young man fully understand such technology.

If Old Zhao were to hear his ideas, he would be so angry that he'd spit blood! So I've become his foil, have I? So this is the impression I've left on the leaders? I worked hard and sweated for the construction of New China back in the day too!

Xu Jiaping saw the smiles appearing on the faces of the leaders as he spoke, and he almost felt like he was floating. What was he staying up late to draw the pictures for? Wasn't it for this moment?

He quickly suppressed his excitement and continued to deliver the content. Afterwards, he answered the questions from several experts, ".…..This is indeed a new technology, which can save a large amount of material and reduce construction costs compared to traditional structures…… As for construction issues, there is no need to worry. The construction difficulty of this technology is not significant, and we have already compiled systematic data…"

According to convention, Deputy Mayor Zhang should not praise the reporting personnel at this time, but after reviewing Xu Jiaping's plan, he couldn't help but say, "When I went to South Korea to attend the Asian Olympic Council meeting, I really opened my eyes."

"People may not have been to South Korea, but surely watched the broadcast of last year's Olympic Games. The sports facilities built by the United States and South Korea are far more advanced than ours! Now that we have already implemented the reform and opening-up policy, we should not continue to be complacent, but should strive to learn from advanced technologies and experiences from abroad..."

"Comrade Xiao Xu has done a great job! Being able to apply the latest technology from abroad to our sports venue design, this spirit is very worthy of everyone's learning. The venue construction of the Beijing Asian Games should also learn from the United States and present better venues to welcome guests from all over Asia...."

Alas, there's no hope now! With Deputy Mayor Zhang praising him like that, how can this project slip away from him? It's definitely his! Upon hearing this, Old Zhao felt even more disheartened.

Several units participating in the bid for the design of the Beijing Sports University gymnasium have relatively average strength. Originally, it was already quite easy for everyone to see the difference between them and Xu Jiaping. After hearing Deputy Mayor Zhang's remarks, it became even clearer.

Ah! This project slipped through our fingers again, and it's gone to Linlou's team. On top of that, they just secured two projects in the time it took to finish the event at Yuantan Stadium. How much will be left for us in the end?

Next, there are two more units appearing on the scene. Like Lao Zhao, they also experienced significant psychological fluctuations as they were unable to perform up to their usual standard in the previous rehearsal. Additionally, there seems to be a gap in their proposal, so it looks like they probably won't have the opportunity to win the design task for the Beijing Sports University gymnasium.

Although this is only the first report, and we are only reporting on a conceptual plan, according to the previous notice, this selection is not the final review. It is just a simple screening process.

But any discerning person can see that the strength and proposals presented by Xu Jiaping and Feng Shaoping far surpass those of their competitors. As long as they don't make any mistakes themselves, this project is basically theirs. Other units, even if they can advance to the next round, are basically in a supporting role.

Unless they can come up with a better plan in the second round, which is obviously impossible, the staff in their unit has already put in a lot of effort to prepare for the current plan!

At the moment, we can only hope to continue to perform well in the upcoming stages, and then see if we can assist Xu Jiaping and Feng Shaoping. There is no hope for them to lead these two projects, so we can only make a contribution to the Asian Games in this way.

However, even if I'm just assisting, it's not a loss. At the very least, I can leave my mark in the records of the Asian Games, and it's not a waste to participate. Plus, I can learn a lot from the two of them... Many people want to team up with Bi Qian.

Some smart people have started to pay attention to the situation on our side of the woods. They are thinking about trying to find an opportunity to get close to them, and once they are familiar, they will bring up these ideas.

The meeting continues, and the next item on the agenda is the Shijingshan Gymnasium, which will host the wrestling competition at the Beijing Asian Games.

When the host read out the list of participating units at the meeting, everyone's hearts were once again hanging in the balance, especially those who were originally confident, afraid of hearing the name of the Lin Tower Law Firm.

Fortunately, since the scale of this project is relatively small, no one from the Lin building chose this project. So after the list was finished, they all heaved a sigh of relief and energetically went on stage to explain.

Many people feel depressed. Why didn't I choose this project in the first place? Have they reaped huge benefits? I can achieve the same level of expertise as reflected in their plan, right?

When it was the turn for the Ditan Sports Arena, Guo Yi just took the stage, and everyone held their breath again. Fortunately, Guo Yi's current level is still quite different from that of Xu Jiaping and Feng Shaoping, even though he will definitely qualify for the second round. However, the chance of winning the event is slim, so they relaxed again.

"Don't be disheartened. In another year or two, your level won't be comparable to what it is now!" Xu Jiaping consoled, "When I first came in, I was even worse than you are now. Following Lin Gong to learn more will help you improve."

"I'm not discouraged either. If it were in the past, I wouldn't dare to bid for such an important project!" Guo Yi said optimistically.

The meeting continued, and after a few more agenda items, it was finally the turn for the Olympic Sports Center. Everyone at the scene looked over to Linlou, as they all knew that Linlou had already spoken out about wanting to take on the design of this project and the surrounding sports venues and supporting buildings as well.

Originally, they thought Linlou was just bragging. But after seeing the performances of Xu Jiaping, Feng Shaoping, and even Guo Yigang, they all had the same question in mind: if his subordinates are so capable, what level of skill does Linlou himself have?

Tomorrow's two shifts, but it will be a bit later.
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After a few units had spoken, Deputy Mayor Zhang's brows couldn't help but crease. The land in the North Third Ring Road is the largest sports facility in Beijing. The main stadium in the middle is the second most important venue for this year's Asian Games, second only to the Workers Stadium, and because the Workers Stadium is being renovated, this stadium has become the most important newly built sports venue.

The Asian Games committee is full of expectations for this venue, hoping that it can show a high enough level. However, the proposals provided by these units before were really unsatisfactory. It's not to mention the sports venues prepared for the 1988 Olympics by South Korea. Even the proposals presented by Xu Jiaping and Feng Shaoping just now are not as good. How can this be acceptable?

When he was about to say something, Lin Lou walked onto the stage with his own plan. There was a commotion in the audience. Deputy Mayor Zhang, who had just been feeling frustrated, did not hear the host announce Lin Lou's name. Seeing him come up, he couldn't help feeling puzzled and asked the person next to him, "Who is this? A bit too young, isn't he?"

The members of the expert group hurriedly explained, "Mayor Zhang, don't underestimate Comrade Lin's abilities just because he is young. He has real talent. He has assisted Master I. M. Pei in the design of the Xiangshan Hotel, won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects, and recently secured the design business for the capital airport project in Latvia."

"Among the young architects in our country, Comrade Linlou is definitely one of the best in terms of ability. Compared to us old folks, his vision is broader and his ideas are more advanced!" The members of this expert group are all in their seventies or eighties, and they are anxious to see the talent in the domestic architectural industry gradually diminishing. Now that they have finally encountered an outstanding young person, they naturally want to help him, so they are speaking up for Linlou.

Even if a few people have different thoughts, when they think about Linlou's outstanding personal ability and the support of the strong "tree" of Tsinghua University, they believe that with his age and the resources of the Tsinghua architecture department, after a decade or so, he will definitely become a leading figure in the domestic architecture industry. Even if he himself has no desires or demands, he must consider the future of his descendants.

Being hated by such a person is not a good thing, so some people with flexible minds also speak good words to build good relationships, making it easier to handle things in the future. Some are still unable to change their minds, so they won't speak up to avoid causing trouble for their descendants.

"Oh, I remember now," Deputy Mayor Zhang nodded. He had been involved in the previous incident at Xiangshan Hotel and had met Lin Lou a couple of times. Although his attention had been focused on Bei Yuming at the time, he still had some impression. Moreover, he had been in contact with the bid for the redevelopment of La Touvinea not long ago, so he was clear when they reminded him.

"Everyone says Comrade Linlou has great abilities. I need to focus and see what kind of plan he has prepared!" Deputy Mayor Zhang sat up straight, ready to listen attentively.

"Dear leaders, dear teachers, it is an honor to have the opportunity to participate in the construction of the sports venues for the Beijing Asian Games...." After the conventional opening statement, Lin Lou presented the master plan he had drawn to everyone.

"Hmm? Is this not just the main sports stadium?" Vice Mayor Zhang felt puzzled at first sight. What we need to report now is the plan for the main sports stadium. Why did you bring out so many designs?"

Fortunately, Lin quickly explained his confusion, "This piece of land in the North Third Ring of Beijing is the largest sports area in the city. According to the preliminary plan, besides building the main stadium, there are also arrangements for surrounding facilities such as sports fields, swimming pools, hockey fields, and a multi-purpose business building."

"Additionally, there is a large amount of available land to be reserved for future Olympic Games bids! Therefore, in this situation, the design of the main stadium should not only focus on the project itself and solely serve the Asian Games, but also consider its coordination with other surrounding venues, and leave enough room for future renovations for hosting the Olympic Games."

"Good idea! Although we have just secured the hosting rights for the Asian Games, as one of the five permanent members of the United Nations, China will definitely apply to host the Olympic Games in the future! If we start preparing now, we can save a lot of expenses when building the Olympic venues in the future, and we can also show our determination to the Olympic Committee in advance!" Deputy Mayor Zhang was very satisfied.

At the end of last year's Los Angeles Olympics, the chairman of the Olympic Committee, Samaranch, inquired with the Chinese representatives and expressed his personal support for China's bid to host the Olympics. Although the Chinese representatives temporarily did not accept Mr. Samaranch's goodwill due to various considerations, after witnessing the grandeur of the Los Angeles Olympics and hearing Mr. Samaranch's opinions, many people started thinking about when China would apply to host the Olympics.

Just after successfully winning the hosting rights for the Asian Games, some senior leaders also inquired about the matter, and Deputy Mayor Zhang was present at the time and kept this matter in mind. Now, when Lin Lou explains his own plan, he even thinks of the Olympics and starts preparing in advance, which naturally makes him happy.

"In order to better utilize this piece of land and to align with the international advanced architectural concept, I believe that the sports land in the North Third Ring Road can be developed into a large sports complex!" Lin Lou also talked about the concept of the sports complex.

"The total area of facilities such as the main stadium, sports field, swimming pool, hockey field, and comprehensive business building has already reached hundreds of thousands of square meters. Once such a large-scale sports complex is completed, it will inevitably attract massive crowds during sports events or cultural performances. It would be a waste if these people only came to watch the games or performances and then left. Therefore, adding commercial facilities such as shopping and dining around the area will undoubtedly generate significant economic benefits."

"Furthermore, when there are no performances or competitions, these venues will also be open to the public, allowing ordinary people to come in for sports and exercise. They also have shopping, dining, and other needs, which can be met by these facilities. Therefore, from a commercial operation perspective, this plan is feasible."

"Last year, when I went to Los Angeles to watch the Olympics, I specifically studied the issue of sports venue construction in the United States." Lin Lou took out several photos. "These are photos of the Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena and The Forum. You can see that there are hotels, shopping centers, sports specialty stores, and chain restaurants around the sports venues!"

"These formats and sports venues complement each other, providing convenience for spectators to watch the games and bringing substantial economic benefits to the city of Los Angeles!"

"Let's imagine that when the 1990 Asian Games were held, many foreign tourists arrived in Beijing. They could stay in hotels near the sports venues, walk to the venues to watch the games, and before or after the games, they could buy Asian Games souvenirs in the surrounding shops and taste Chinese cuisine... This would definitely increase the revenue of the Asian Games!"

"The successful experience of the Los Angeles Olympic Games tells us that the economic benefits brought to the host country by modern large-scale international sports events are not only limited to ticket sales, broadcast rights, and advertising. The consumption of tourists in the host country is also a very important economic growth point!"

"So, in order to provide a better viewing experience for our foreign friends, and to make their stay in Beijing more comfortable, my plan is not limited to just the main stadium, but encompasses the comprehensive planning and design of the land around the north third ring road in the form of a sports complex!" Well, actually the most important thing is the foreign currency in their pockets, Lin thought to himself.

Our superior has asked us to design a sports venue. Shall we just design it honestly and be done with it? Why are you thinking so much? Our competitors are feeling a bit uneasy. They didn't consider these issues when designing their sports venues.

"Comrade Lin's ideas are very innovative and bold!" Vice Mayor Zhang said cautiously, without immediately expressing his opinion. However, he silently recalled some of the things he had seen during his visits to South Korea and other developed countries, and felt that it might not be quite appropriate to just design a simple sports stadium.

In my proposal, the site will be planned as an overall layout of "three stadiums, two arenas, two zones, and one tower", among which "three stadiums" are the main stadium, a multipurpose training arena, and a swimming arena. The two arenas are a field hockey field and a multipurpose sports field, the two zones are the competition venues zone and a commercial zone, and the tower is the competition broadcast center tower!

During the 2008 Olympic Games, the area was planned to be "six gyms, one stadium, two districts, and one tower". However, the current conditions do not allow for such a large-scale development, so Lin Building has been reduced in accordance with the existing conditions, while also leaving space for future expansion and renovation.

"All the buildings are constructed around the central artificial lake, combined with the surrounding landscape design, these buildings seem to be situated in a park! This enables the athletes and spectators participating in the Asian Games to enjoy a better environment. After the Asian Games, the citizens of Beijing will also have another recreational area to visit."

"And these citizens who come to play will continue to provide customer flow for the surrounding businesses around the sports venues, shopping and consuming here." Relying solely on the flow of people provided by sports events is not enough, so attention should also be paid to attracting customer flow at other times.

"The exterior design of each building will also be designed according to the specific situation of the site, the use function and other factors. While meeting the requirements of the competition, each building should have advanced levels, distinctive characteristics and a certain degree of unity, and be able to showcase the essence of Chinese culture and the achievements of reform and opening up!"

Lin then switched to another flowchart, showing them how the audience members entered the commercial district from nearby hotels, shopped and made purchases in the commercial area, then arrived at the sports venues, after watching the match, again passed through the commercial area for a second round of shopping, and then returned to the hotels.

The route planning is very clear, with different routes for entry and exit, which minimize congestion when entering and exiting, and evenly distribute passenger flow to more commercial areas.

Then there is the distribution chart of commercial formats. In later generations, it is common to place restrictions on the planning of comprehensive formats. In fact, in some economically developed countries, this has been done for quite some time. However, in the country, although there are some rough plans, the control is not strict, so everyone sees these things as quite new.

"The shops on the first floor on both sides of the main road have the largest flow of people and the highest commercial value, so they should be arranged for the sale of Asian Games souvenirs, sports goods stores, etc., to attract a large number of tourists to consume!"

"At the same time, we can also consider introducing several well-known catering brands among foreigners, such as Quanjude Roast Duck and Donglaishun Hotpot. These brands have a high appeal to foreign tourists. In addition, to cater to the dining habits of foreign tourists, we can also allow Yili Fast Food to open branches here."

Yili Fast Food Restaurant is the first Western fast food restaurant in Beijing. It opened on April 20th last year and has a daily turnover of 6,000 to 7,000 yuan, with an annual turnover of up to 2 million yuan. It is definitely a sales miracle given today's consumption levels.

Deputy Mayor Zhang showed a smile when he heard about the opening of the Yili Fast Food Restaurant. He personally attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony and was pleased to see the restaurant open a branch near the Asian Games venues.

"The second floor is mainly for dining. In addition to the specialty Chinese cuisine, it can also introduce Japanese cuisine, Korean ethnic cuisine, Southeast Asian ethnic cuisine, Middle Eastern specialty cuisine, etc. When hosting competitions, it can meet the needs of audiences from different countries. It can also attract Beijing residents who are interested in these cuisines after the Asian Games."

Nowadays, people have a strong desire for foreign lifestyles, as can be seen from the sales figures after the opening of the Yili fast food restaurant. If we were to create a foreign food street here, there would definitely be a large number of Beijing citizens coming to try out something new.

"The third floor and above are mainly sports, dance, and other training institutions. These are all purposeful consumption formats, so even if they are not on the first floor, we don't worry about customer flow."

"Xiao Lin, let me interrupt for a moment. What does 'purpose-driven consumer business' mean?" Deputy Mayor Zhang found this term quite novel.

"According to theory from experts in the study of European and American commercial formats, commercial consumption can be divided into two types: random consumption and purposeful consumption."

"Purposeful consumption emphasizes the pre-planned nature of consumption, with a specified or strong tendency towards specific businesses; purposeful consumption formats generally include leisure and entertainment, supporting services, as well as large-scale dining, supermarkets, sports training, and dance institutions."

"This type of business format generally requires a large area, easily attracts specific customer flow, effectively increases turnover, and is generally located in areas with lower commercial value and rent, such as higher floors."

"Random consumption refers to unplanned, purposeless, and casual spending. This type of business format is suitable to be located on the first floor in areas with high foot traffic in order to attract customers."

They are coming back a bit late. I will try to come out by seven for the next chapter.
Chapter 479: Nothing to Compare With

Vice Mayor Zhang finds this proposal very innovative. It might have been hard to understand before, but now everyone only has so much money each year, so who doesn't shop with a purpose? How many people didn't plan to buy anything, but ended up coming back with a bunch of stuff after just taking a stroll?

In recent years, with the relaxation of economic policies and the increase in wages, people have gradually had more disposable income. His wife, children, and the young people in the company have all experienced this.

Originally, he was rather ignorant about these economic changes. Now, Lin Lou accurately distinguished between these two types of customer groups using two specific terms, which suddenly gave Vice Mayor Zhang and others a feeling of sudden enlightenment - so that's how it is.

"Our country has shown a slightly different economic phenomenon, and as a result, experts from Western countries have already summarized and analyzed this phenomenon. This just proves the importance of reform and opening up! With this knowledge, we can save a lot of energy and time." Deputy Mayor Zhang exclaimed with emotion.

"Architecture is a science closely linked to the economy and social activities. Comrade Linlou is able to deeply understand advanced concepts when designing architectural works, and this approach is very commendable. Regardless of the specific details of Linlou's plan, this practice is worthy of appreciation. Engaging in architecture also requires staying open to new ideas."

After Deputy Mayor Zhang praised it, the people below were even more speechless. We can't even produce decent architectural foreign journal articles and works. How can we have the ability to research achievements in other fields? Isn't this bullying?

But if you want them to oppose, they also cannot open their mouths because the fact is that construction is indeed closely related to social activities and economic activities. In principle, these things should indeed be considered in the design process.

"Xiao Lin, please continue. I've gained a lot from what you've shared today. Let's schedule a time for you to share with us the advanced experiences of developed countries in this area. It will broaden our horizons." Deputy Mayor Zhang felt it was necessary for both the leaders of Beijing and the leaders of the Asian Organizing Committee to understand these matters.

"Okay, these are the photos I took in commercial areas near important sports venues in the United States and Japan. Through these photos, you can also see that the layout of their commercial formats is consistent with my earlier plan. Random consumption formats are arranged in areas with higher pedestrian traffic, while purposeful consumption formats are located on the higher floors..." Lin once again presented photos to support his design with real-life examples.

After talking about these, we finally come to the design of specific venues. The first rendering is naturally a picture of the main venue. The gymnasium and swimming pool are arranged on either side of the artificial lake, with the reflection of the gymnasium in the lake, creating a wonderful picture, which is pleasing to the eye.

Using reflection to increase visual impact is a common technique in architectural design, such as Tadao Ando's Church of the Light. Of course, the most memorable for Chinese people is the design of the National Centre for the Performing Arts by French architect Paul Andreu.

The lake is like a clear and transparent mirror, with ripples and reflections complementing each other, jointly supporting a huge and crystal-clear elliptical building in the center. The combination of this elliptical building and its reflection on the water surface forms a complete spherical shape, integrating the elements of the traditional Chinese Tai Chi diagram, presenting an exquisite and unparalleled visual beauty.

The design of the forest building also referred to this concept, using the reflection of the artificial lake to display a more beautiful picture. "..... The roof of the stadium adopts a double-slope curved steel grid shell structure with inclined main trusses along the longitudinal direction, and four conical trusses on both sides are inclined. Sixteen inclined steel cables are set at the middle span of the main truss and suspended in two groups on the reinforced concrete towers at the longitudinal span of the structure!"

"This structure can save a large amount of construction materials, is a more advanced technology, and does not exceed the capabilities of domestic construction units in terms of construction difficulty." These forest buildings have all been communicated with Six Construction in advance.

"The biggest challenge in construction lies in how to install the roof structure. After discussing with the construction unit, we decided to adopt the method of triple-track cumulative sliding for installation..." Then it pointed out several possible difficulties that may be encountered during the construction project, and the construction methods that can be used to resolve them.

"The exterior of the building will be covered with metal sheets. Considering that the metal sheets of some old sports venues often produce loud noises due to thermal expansion and contraction during matches, causing interference to the athletes and affecting their performance, I have chosen to use new building materials in the design."

"The aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate is a new type of building material developed by several experts from Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute. Compared with the previously commonly used color steel plate, it has various advantages!" The preparations made at the beginning can finally be put to use. The aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate developed in cooperation with Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute can not only add luster to our own project, but also be used in other sports venues.

Architects are not allowed to specify a particular brand in the design, but currently only our company can produce aluminum-magnesium-manganese panels. If these venues want to use them, they can only buy from our company, which does not violate the regulations. Moreover, this regulation has not been issued yet, so there is no problem.

"Due to the use of more advanced formulas, aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates do not produce loud noises like color steel plates due to thermal expansion and contraction, allowing athletes and referees to compete in a better environment!"

Upon hearing this, several experts nodded slightly. The issue of the steel plate outer shell making noise during the competition has always been a major challenge in the construction of domestic sports venues. If there is still noise during the Asian Games and it gets transmitted through television signals to other countries, it would be a major embarrassment.

The Lin Building actually solved the problem, which is great news for the construction of the Asian Games venues. They can rest assured now! They have already planned to ask Lin Building for some samples of aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates as soon as the meeting ends, so that they can study them carefully and see if they can really solve the long-standing problem that has been bothering them.

"In terms of weight, the aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate is only one-third of the weight of the color steel plate, greatly reducing the load on the building and saving materials at the same time. When the weight of the roof and the shell is reduced, the columns and other supporting structures will naturally be lighter, so even if the surface area is not reduced, a large amount of building materials can be saved."

"In addition, aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates can also be directly used as lightning protection and flashing devices, without the need to install separate lightning flash devices on the roof, saving a considerable amount of expenses." Using colored steel plates also requires the additional arrangement of lightning flash devices, but switching to aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates can save a significant amount of money."

"The test results show that aluminum-magnesium-manganese panels can form aluminum oxide films with the atmosphere to prevent further corrosion; while color steel plates are prone to corrosion and rust in humid air, rain, and snow, especially at the joints. Therefore, for venues using color steel plates, anti-rust coatings must be reapplied at regular intervals, while aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates do not require this. This is the third cost-saving measure."

"At the same time, the melting point of aluminum-magnesium-manganese plate is only 600 degrees, much lower than the melting point of color steel plate, which is 1500 degrees, so this is another advantage..." Lin Lou continued to introduce.

"Wait a moment, Comrade Xiaolin, how can a lower melting point for the roof and outer shell be considered an advantage?" A leader interrupted Lin's speech, as in his opinion, the melting point of building materials should be higher, shouldn't it?

No need for Lin's explanation, as the expert group members helped clarify, "Generally speaking, considering the need for fire prevention, the higher the melting point of building materials, the better. However, sports stadiums are unique."

"If a fire occurs, the roof is prone to burn through, which can cause the fire to spread outward rather than horizontally inward, reducing the threat of the fire to the people indoors and helping firefighters to reach in with fire hoses from the top to extinguish the fire."

"If we use color steel plates with a higher melting point, the flames could be trapped inside the room. This not only poses a greater threat to the people indoors, but also increases the likelihood of producing smoke, leading to death by suffocation..."

"Oh, I see! So using materials with lower melting points for building the roof does have its benefits!" Several leaders suddenly realized this and instinctively glanced at the roof of the meeting room, trying to imagine, and then they understood it better.

Someone immediately said, "If this material is really this good, then in the future, not only sports venues, but also buildings such as convention centers, exhibition centers, theaters, and the like can use this material, right?" They thought it over and realized that they might not visit sports venues often in the future, but they would definitely visit convention centers and theaters frequently.

Even for the sake of our own safety, we must pay attention to these details! So as to avoid any accidents in the future, and end up with a roof made of color steel plates. It would be too late to regret then.

"Using new technology to address old problems, this approach is very worth learning and emulating. Comrade Xiaolin's approach is very good!" Thinking that his own life safety has gained another guarantee, several leaders are very satisfied.

Lin continued, "In terms of functionality, the main stadium can accommodate six thousand spectators and can meet the needs of hosting various sports events such as basketball, volleyball, table tennis, badminton, handball, judo, wrestling, etc."

"Based on the experience of hosting large-scale competitions in Western countries, the design of road exits, commonly used in the country, has been modified to make the entry and evacuation of spectators more convenient... In the original design of the old venue of the Olympic Sports Center, the design of the south gate passage has always been criticized by people because of design flaws, which has led to congestion issues. Therefore, Linlou will naturally pay attention to this issue in the design."

"Currently, the lighting requirements for sports events, especially major ones, are becoming increasingly demanding. The use of a single type of lighting is no longer able to meet the illumination requirements for these events. As a result, developed countries have intensified their research on mixed lighting technology and gradually applied it to replace the old single-type lighting."

"According to the latest research findings from abroad, the key to mixed lighting is to combine different single light sources in a reasonable way, either by combining two or more single light sources within a mixing device, or by separating and arranging two or more single light sources in a large space of the competition venue for mixed lighting."

In indoor competitions, in addition to avoiding noise interference, lighting is also very important. "The former is called mixed light mixing, and the latter is called combined light mixing; in specific practice, the selection of appropriate mixed light methods will consider the different competition projects and different venue conditions."

"Basketball, volleyball, handball, badminton, weightlifting and other events require a horizontal illuminance level between 750-1500 lux, uniformity of illuminance greater than 0.66, vertical illuminance greater than 500 lux, three-dimensionality between 1:2 to 1:4, color rendering index greater than 65, and glare rating between A to E."

"Sports such as boxing, wrestling, and fencing do not have much difference in other standards, but require higher levels of horizontal illuminance, which must be between 1500 and 3000 lux..."

Although the leaders didn't quite understand the significance of the data, they felt that Lin's report with detailed data sounded much more professional than the previous proposals.

"After referring to multiple international research papers and conducting numerous experiments, this plan primarily uses a combination of tungsten halogen lamps with high-pressure sodium lamps, a mixture of metal halide lamps and high-pressure sodium lamps, and various other methods for lighting in each sports arena."

Then Linlou took out a few more photos to show them the effect of the experiment, along with a list of results from professional athletes competing in such lighting conditions and a survey report.

The results show that, under the right lighting conditions, athletes' performances are generally better and often achieve better results than usual.

Seeing this, both the audience and the participants were speechless, especially those architects who also competed for the sports venues on the North Third Ring plot. They have achieved this level, what can we compare with them?

When it comes to features, their solution is more comprehensive than our own; in terms of advanced technology, they have introduced new materials and new lighting methods that can allow athletes to compete under better sound and lighting conditions; in terms of philosophy, their focus is not only domestic, they are already comparing themselves with sports venues in the US and Japan.

Linlou considers many issues that they never thought of, or even if they did, they couldn't find a solution and could only pretend they didn't see it! If everyone was like that, it would be fine, and the leader wouldn't think much of it. But since it's already been raised, we can't turn a blind eye to it.

Those who have already spoken feel embarrassed, and those who haven't been on stage are even more frustrated. If you've all spoken like this, how are we supposed to go up later? This is just embarrassing for us!

Tomorrow should be able to return to normal.
Chapter 480 Discussion Meeting

"Referring to the experience of the Los Angeles Olympics and the European Championship in France last year, it is very necessary to build a public broadcasting network in such a densely populated area of sports venues that can be centrally managed and independently operated by various control centers!" After discussing the indoor lighting of the sports venues, Linlou then talked about the broadcasting network.

"The main functions of the public broadcasting network include daily command, paging, playing background programs; in the event of an emergency, it can quickly switch to emergency broadcast mode, and promptly coordinate the on-site handling of the situation."

"Taking these factors into consideration, in this plan, we have designed a total of eight broadcast network support rooms here, here, and here. This will not only allow the system to function effectively, but also facilitate daily maintenance and inspection for technical staff," Lin said, pointing to the blueprint.

Lin Lou spoke for a long time, and the stage and audience were all silent. Everyone listened quietly. Lin Lou's proposal was so comprehensive and advanced that it was beyond their understanding. It was already difficult for them to comprehend Lin Lou's design concept, let alone provide any comments.

After Linlou finished explaining his plan, before the panel of experts could ask any questions, Deputy Mayor Zhang took the lead in applauding. With his lead, applause filled the stage and the audience.

Deputy Mayor Zhang applauded while admiring in his heart, "No wonder he can win awards abroad and even secure such a large project at the capital airport. His vision is clearer and broader than other domestic architects. Whether or not he gets this project, just hearing this proposal alone has broadened our horizons."

"Comrade Xiao Lin's presentation was comprehensive. He not only considered the venue design itself, but also has a deep understanding of the organization of large-scale sports events abroad, right? Comrade Xiao Lin is now a member of the advisory group of the Asian Games Organizing Committee, isn't he? I think your advisory scope could be further expanded! Next time we have a meeting, tell me more about the successful experiences of foreign countries in organizing large-scale events."

"Yes, as the saying goes, a few words from the wise are worth more than ten years of study. The Beijing Asian Games is the first time our country has hosted such a large-scale comprehensive sports event. We lack experience in various aspects and indeed need Comrade Xiaolin to give us some lessons." With the words of Deputy Mayor Zhang, other leaders also praised.

The other design units in the audience felt a bit uncomfortable after listening. Not everyone had finished speaking, and yet you are praising him like this. Is it appropriate? Isn't it a bit unfair? But on second thought, if even a plan like Lin's is not worthy of praise, then how high are the leaders' standards?

After the leader's praise, it's time for the expert group to ask questions. The members of the expert group are quite cautious when asking questions, because there are many things in the design plan of Lin Building that have exceeded their somewhat outdated knowledge base. If they ask the wrong question, it would be embarrassing.

So they either asked routine questions or expressed doubts about the reliability of these new technologies and processes, and Lin responded to each of them carefully.

After the process was completed and he stepped down from the stage, people kept greeting Linlou on both sides of the aisle. Although Linlou's reputation in the domestic construction industry has become increasingly prominent, it was not until this meeting that so many peers truly experienced his capabilities. There is really no denying his talent - he is far ahead of them.

"Lin, you can't just give lectures to these leaders. If you have time, come to our unit and share the advanced experience in overseas sports venue design!" Many units have extended invitations simultaneously.

Lin Lou has just talked about many things that they had not considered when designing the venue. Now, after listening to Lin Lou's explanation, they feel it is necessary to include this aspect in their own plans, but they don't know how. Wouldn't it be humble to seek advice?

So now they no longer care about competing with Lin Building, and are scrambling to hold onto this big opportunity. If they can get Lin Building to come over and impart relevant knowledge to their own company, even if they still can't surpass Lin Building, they will be able to outperform other architectural design firms, won't they?

Although they participated in many competitive projects, they definitely didn't take on all the venue design tasks for this Asian Games, right? There must be some remaining, so we can focus on those projects at that time!

"I dare not presume to lecture, but if everyone is interested, exchanging ideas is acceptable!" This is also a good thing for promoting the improvement of domestic architectural design level, raising the level of Asian Games venue construction, and helping to establish one's own reputation. Linlou will definitely not refuse, and agree readily.

"We've agreed on that. Several units have already made up their minds, and as soon as the meeting ends tomorrow... I mean, as soon as the meeting is over, we'll promptly follow up and finalize this matter."

Looking at the bustling crowd below, the host had to step in to remind everyone. After all, today's meeting is not over yet, so everyone finally quieted down.

The journey through the units on both sides of the corridor in Lin Building was quite satisfactory. After all, we had established a connection with Lin Building, and they had agreed to come over to give a lecture, which would be much more convenient. However, we felt a bit frustrated because the units were a bit far apart. Just as we heard the conversation between Lin Building and the other units and were thinking of joining in, the host stopped us.

What if we miss this opportunity and get squeezed out by others? By then, other units will have the honor of participating in the construction of the Asian Games venues, and we will be excluded. How can we still show our face to others?

The current architectural design units, although they have started enterprise reform, are not yet placing great emphasis on the economic benefits that participating in the design of Asian Games venues can bring, perhaps due to the time needed for reform and long-standing habits. However, they place extreme importance on the political impression score.

The design of the Asian Games venues is a great opportunity to show off in front of the leaders, and no one is willing to miss out on the chance or watch others take the credit without having a chance to participate.

This makes them feel like they have swallowed twenty-five mice, which is really troublesome for them. Nowadays, they can't focus on presentations of plans from other units. Anyway, that poor guy's speech is not smooth because of the influence of the forest building, and the plan is also old-fashioned, basically not pleasing to the ear.

After a while, they subconsciously looked towards the Lin Building and privately discussed with colleagues to see who could establish a connection with the Lin Building and invite him to their own company to give a lecture.

"Lin, you have a long-standing relationship with our city court. You have given lectures for us many times, and you are very familiar with the venue and personnel. How about taking some time to visit our city court tomorrow? Give us another lecture? We all miss you very much!" As soon as Lin took his seat, Bi Qian from the city court hurriedly said.

"You said it yourself, we have a long-standing relationship, so why be so formal? If you are really interested, why don't you come back with me later to take a look at the information I've collected, and then I can come over to have a chat with everyone." If I can be this courteous to other units, then certainly I can treat the city procuratorate, with which we have such an established relationship, even better, right?"

The previous communication was very pleasant, Linlou helped them with teaching, and they also helped solve many procedural issues for Linlou. The contract for the Shanghai Youth League Committee office building was also handled with their assistance, and payment was prompt. With such long-standing relationships, Linlou still hopes to maintain them.

The design institute is also a prominent brand in the field of Chinese architectural design. It is absolutely beneficial to maintain a good relationship with such a large institution. Whether it is for information channels or other aspects of cooperation, both parties can provide each other with many conveniences, and then help each other grow and expand their influence in the architectural industry.

"You're being too polite and generous! It must have cost a lot of money just to collect all this information, right? Our city court will definitely share a part of the cost!" The leaders from the city court who came together suddenly laughed. Even if they were willing to pay, they wouldn't have been able to buy this information anywhere else. They were already very happy that Lin was willing to share a portion with them, how could they take it for free?

"Hi, these were originally prepared for the design of this sports complex. Even if I don't communicate with you, I still have to spend this money," Lin said politely. He then slightly eased up and let them cover the photocopying costs, but refused to accept anything more.

After this leader agreed, he pondered in his heart that he shouldn't take the money, but he couldn't have no expression at all. I heard that Lin Gong likes to collect old items and has been searching for books with old-fashioned patterns. I remember that our unit seems to have a few old architects who have them. When I go back, I will discuss with them and see if we can get a few books to give to Lin Gong.

It's almost dinner time, and today's meeting is finally over. However, the presentation on the plans is not finished yet. With so many projects and so many participating architectural design units, how can we finish reviewing them all in one day? We'll have to continue tomorrow.

There was a sound of tables and chairs being moved in the conference hall. Just as the leader had left the doorway, a group of people hurried over to Linlou. "Lin, please come and give a lecture at our unit as well! The things you talked about today are really useful!"

"Lin, our unit is close to Tsinghua University! We can send a car to pick you up, and you'll be here in about twenty minutes. Why don't you come to our unit first?"

"Lin, you just promised us earlier. There has to be an order for things, right? You can talk after Lin finishes speaking to us first!" Everyone crowded around Lin, arguing and fighting.

"Make way, make way, everyone move aside! Lin has been in meetings all day, just finished talking for so long, he's tired. Why aren't you letting Lin leave? What's the meaning of this?" Someone shouted loudly from outside.

However, as soon as everyone quieted down, he slipped through the crowd like an eel and appeared in front of Lin Lou with a smile. He said, "Comrade Lin, I'm sure you haven't eaten yet, right? Come, let's go to our unit for a meal. The chef at our unit happens to be from Haidong and cooks delicious Haidong cuisine. You've been in Beijing for so long, you must miss the taste of home, right?"

Shameless! Everyone looked askance, I want to see which unit this person is from! At the same time, many people secretly slapped their thighs, why didn't I think of such a good idea? As long as we pull Lin over to our unit, entertain him with good food and drink, and give him a few drinks, won't the matter be resolved?

"Lin Gong, why don't you come to our place? It's close to our office, and you can have your meal in half an hour. Going to his place means crossing the city, and just the travel time alone will take more than half an hour. On top of that, considering the time for ordering dishes and cooking, it's even less feasible!"

"It's okay, I can call the unit now and have the master start right away. It will be just right for you to go over when it's ready!" The person refused to back down.

"Thank you very much, but the expert group has provided so many opinions today. I also have some inspiration in my mind, and I am about to go back and finalize the plan. I can only appreciate everyone's kind intentions!" Lin Lou dared not to agree. With so many people watching eagerly, if he dared to loosen his mouth, there would be a rush on the spot.

The reason was presented in a grand manner, leaving everyone speechless. The scene quieted down temporarily. Xu Jiaping, being quick-witted, saw the situation and promptly escorted Linlou out together with Feng Shaoping, while shouting as they walked, "This inspiration is just a moment of insight. We must go back early to implement it. Anyway, the meeting will last for several more days. If anyone has any matters, we can discuss them tomorrow!"

They almost let them go without paying attention. But come to think of it, even though the meeting will last for a few more days, if we wait until tomorrow to discuss, it will be too late!

No, we need to go back quickly to discuss and see if we can find any connections, and get this matter sorted out before other units do it; so everyone rushed out in a flurry and quickly returned to the unit to figure out a solution.

After coming out, I happened to see Bi Qian and a leader from the municipal court getting into the car at Lin Building. I became even more anxious. The municipal court has already taken the lead! This is too fast, isn't it?

That evening, the courtyard of Lin Building was packed with people. Teachers from Tsinghua University, leaders from Construction Group Six, and others who had dealt with Lin Building had all come. They were there for one thing, to invite Lin Building to give a speech at their unit as soon as possible.

Even the secretary of Deputy Mayor Zhang came to the meeting. After returning, Deputy Mayor Zhang and several leaders of the Beijing Municipal Government and the Asian Games Organizing Committee briefly communicated and all felt it was necessary to invite Mr. Lin to give a lecture to disseminate the relevant experience of hosting large-scale sports events abroad. Therefore, the secretary was arranged to come and finalize the schedule with Mr. Lin.

No one dared to snatch the deal when they encountered him, so they could only watch envy as Lin arranged a time with him, departed with a pile of documents contentedly.

Then, Congressman Wu happened to come over to inquire about the meeting situation of Lin Building today. Seeing so many people wanting Lin Building to give a lecture, he came up with a solution, "In my opinion, with so many units here, if Lin Building goes to each one, it will take a lot of time. It's better to just organize a special discussion meeting here at Tsinghua University!"

It's late again, I'm really sorry. Thanks to Lengshan's reward on the platform of Jianhun.
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In front of Commissioner Wu, these people are all younger than him. The older ones are one generation younger than Commissioner Wu, while their teachers are of the same generation as Commissioner Wu. The younger ones may even have to call Commissioner Wu "Master" according to their seniority. Their teachers may have studied under Commissioner Wu or used teaching materials written by him.

So once Wu speaks out, they dare not oppose easily, and his reasons are also justified; yes, so many people asked Lin to give them a class today, if he agrees, Lin will have nothing to do for the next month but to run around and teach!

It's obviously unrealistic. Lin still has a lot of work to do, such as the Asian Games venues, the China-Japan Youth Exchange Center, and the international airport in the capital of Latvia, which are all major projects that require manpower.

If you only choose one or two units to give classes, the other units will not agree. Apart from the City Court, no one dares to guarantee that Lin Lou will be invited.

So the proposal put forward by Member Wu is acceptable to everyone, including the city institute. They have already gained a lot of advantage from Lin's materials, so opposing now would make them a target of public criticism. Moreover, even if Lin is to teach everyone and there are still things that are not understood, they can still ask him for private discussions afterward.

We couldn't come during busy times like we do now. Let's quietly enter the village, just like in the movies. Don't make any noise! Just discretely invite the forester over.

"Sure, Lin, when are you available? We all listen to your opinion! As for the venue, let's arrange it in our design institute. The meeting room there is spacious." After everyone agreed, they started to compete for the venue to host the meeting, as everyone wanted to host the discussion in their own units.

If we can pull this off, it will not only allow us to show off in front of other units, but also deepen the impression in Lin's mind. It will be much more convenient to ask for his help in the future.

Commissioner Wu also wants to use this meeting to expand the influence of Tsinghua University's architecture department in the domestic architectural industry. With a smile, he said, "I think, there's no need for everyone to argue! The meeting room here may be big, but I bet it's not as large as Tsinghua's auditorium. And before the meeting, the office also needs to prepare the venue and all, which is more convenient at Tsinghua!"

Lin's building is right next to Tsinghua University, and he is also familiar with the layout of the Tsinghua Auditorium. Making preparations in advance will make it much easier. If we were to go to other units, not to mention the time it takes on the road, adapting to the venue and rearranging the layout will also take a lot of effort.

Therefore, the other units that wanted to host the conference had no choice but to give in, and reluctantly asked, "Commissioner Wu, we will trouble you this time. If there is anything you need help with, please feel free to let us know!"

So, after discussing the time and the general flow of the meeting, everyone dispersed. Commissioner Wu went back to the school to coordinate the use of the auditorium and other matters.

Lin Lou then began to select materials and arranged for someone to go downstairs to print them. With so many people attending the meeting, a greater amount of materials must be prepared. The cost of photocopying is too high, so it's better to use a more economical method.

In addition, preparing a speech is also a laborious task, many diagrams need to be enlarged. At this point, he started to miss PowerPoint again. If there was PowerPoint, there would be no need to go through this trouble.

The meeting continued on the second day and lasted for three days in a row. The first round of selection for the design of the sports venues for the 1990 Asian Games was finally concluded. Then the expert panel released the list of selected designs.

Lin Lou smoothly advanced to the next round, followed by Feng Shaoping's Yuantan Sports Center proposal and Xu Jiaping's Beijing Sports College Gymnasium proposal also making it to the next round.

"Oh, you two have really made it! Among the architects who have advanced to the next round, aside from Lin, you two are the youngest, right?" Colleagues from the office came forward to congratulate them, and the new employees Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong showed admiring looks. They had also participated, but unfortunately did not make it past the first round.

After all, their time at the Lin Building office is still quite short, and their personal abilities have not been able to compare with the old employees like Feng Shaoping and Xu Jiaping who have been cooperating with Lin Building from the beginning.

Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, and Jin Qiuxiang were not too disappointed because they also contributed to these plans. The landscape part of the North Third Ring Sports Complex was created by Li Qingxi, and the structure and water and electricity parts of the venue were completed by Lin Mita and Jin Qiuxiang.

"Now is not the time to relax yet. Even though we have entered the next round, the final selection of the plan has not started yet! Although the upper level is anxious for the plan, the Asian Games is still five years away. Considering the four-year construction period, the plan may not be finalized until next year at the earliest!" Lin reminded after the celebration.

"There's about a year left, and no one can say for sure whether other design firms will come up with better plans, so we can't be complacent! Take a look at more information on foreign sports venues, and pay attention to the movements of other design firms, so as not to be caught off guard by others!"

"I have already discussed with Bi Gong, after entering the second round, our two families will merge into one and work together to participate in the upcoming competition. This way, we can make the most of our strengths and have a better chance of winning the project!" Feng Shaoping said, he has been communicating well with Bi Qian recently.

"Since you think it's appropriate, go ahead and do it! However, when the cooperation is finalized, we still need to sign a contract to prevent any disputes in the future," Lin Lou agreed to his arrangement.

"Understood! I plan to collaborate with the partners according to the contract signed with Mr. Pavārde at the airport project in the capital city of Latvia!" Feng Shaoping was well aware that although the design fee for the Asian Games sports venues was likely not substantial, as it involved financial matters, it had to be approached with caution to avoid any potential issues that could affect the relationship between the two parties in the future.

So it's better to discuss everything in advance, which may be a bit awkward at first, but it will be much easier later on! Although people don't pay enough attention to contracts these days, the affairs of the Lin building are still under the sign of the Fragrant River Company. If this unit is sued by the Fragrant River Company now, it will not look good.

"Lin, I plan to work independently, but I need some extra help. The original team won't be able to handle the workload on their own," Xu Jiaping said. The conceptual design work has been completed, and now it's time to come up with preliminary plans. The preliminary plans will be more detailed, and will naturally require more time and effort.

He still has other projects on hand, so it's not possible for him to devote all his energy to the Beijing Sport University Gymnasium. Therefore, he must expand his manpower.

"I plan to handle this matter even if you don't mention it. It's not just your team that needs more manpower at the moment; both my side and Mr. Xu's side need assistance too! Let's go ahead and recruit another batch of people! If you know someone who you think has the ability and meets our requirements, have them come over and give it a try." It's time to continue expanding the scale of the firm.

However, for incoming personnel, strict assessment is necessary. On the one hand, they must have a solid foundation, and on the other hand, they should be relatively young and possess a certain learning ability in order to keep up with the pace of progress.

"The summer vacation is coming soon. The seniors in our school should start considering the issue of graduation internships. I am discussing with Commissioner Wu to see if we can have a few students come here for an internship! The students from Tsinghua naturally have good quality. Lin Building also wants to recruit some juniors and juniors. So let's start with the internship first."

"Mita, take some time to come back to Shanghai and see if any teachers at your school have similar ideas. If so, we can also arrange for your juniors to come for internships! In addition to Tsinghua University, Lin Building is also eyeing Tongji University. If there is an opportunity, students from Peking University, Nanjing University of Technology and other top universities will also be given a chance at Lin Building."

Although students nowadays have to accept placements after graduation, as long as they have their own ideas, the school is willing to cooperate, and many things can still be discussed.

"I'm quite familiar with the teachers at Tianjin University, I think I'll go to Tianjin tomorrow!" Hu Zhongping understood Lin Lou's meaning and volunteered to go and recruit people.

"Okay, I'll have Yang Mo drive you!" Lin Lou readily agreed, regardless of whether it was to bring a great teacher or students, it was a good thing for himself and his family affairs.

Although Linlou is closely connected to Tsinghua University and it's more convenient to recruit talents from Tsinghua, every school has its own unique style. As an organization with the ambition to become a top global architectural firm, having talent from a diverse range of sources is advantageous. It's better to be inclusive and embrace talents with different styles.

Others also scrambled to find their own contacts, all wanting to recruit more suitable talents for the firm. So everyone either took a plane or a train and started rushing around the country to get busy.

Lin Lou did not leave immediately. He followed the deputy mayor's secretary to the office of the Asian Games Organizing Committee, preparing to give lectures to the leaders of the Asian Games Organizing Committee and Beijing City. The reason for scheduling the lecture after the preliminary screening was also deliberate. If the final results were not yet available and Lin Lou came to give a lecture, it would inevitably raise questions about the fairness of the screening.

Although Lin's plan is indeed excellent, as a leading official, one still instinctively avoids such troubles. However, the work for the Asian Games is extremely complex and everyone lacks experience in this area, so as soon as the results were out, we hurriedly called Lin to come over.

After entering the venue and waiting for a moment, the leaders started to arrive one after another. The level of the leaders today is quite high. Vice Mayor Zhang could only sit in a position slightly towards the middle. There are several leaders from the Sub-Committee and Beijing Municipality with higher levels than him in attendance. He has seen a few of these leaders on TV and in the newspapers, feeling a little nervous.

However, when the lecture officially began, Lin Lou gradually relaxed, ignoring their status, and began to earnestly discuss the construction of venues in major sports events abroad.

"The development of sports venues can be divided into several eras. The first generation of sports venues is characterized by rudimentary facilities and single functionality, such as the sports arenas of the Roman era. Because there was no television, the audience mostly watched the competitions live, so the quality requirements for the facilities were not very high at that time."

"Second-generation venues: With the emergence of live television broadcasts, factors that sports venues need to consider in construction include the installation of lighting fixtures, facilities for journalists and news reporting, all-electronic measuring and display devices that can announce the names of champions and their results to the world, and computer equipment. In addition, as the number of on-site spectators decreases, there is an increased demand for seat comfort and environmental comfort, making the design of this generation of venues more flexible and able to host a variety of events."

"The third generation sports facilities: In addition to sports venues, more attractive and welcoming facilities have been added. In addition, the modern management methods have also changed the source of income for the venues. Watching sports has become a family activity. The utilization rate of sports facilities has increased and can be used 200-300 days per year."

"The sports venues I designed belong to the third generation. In addition to hosting sports competitions, they can also hold large-scale cultural and art performances and other activities, thereby increasing the utilization efficiency of the venues..."

"Taking into consideration various factors, apart from sports facilities, I have also designed commercial areas, hotels, and other supporting facilities in the surrounding area to meet the needs of the audience..."

Lin Lou once again meticulously explained his plan, as whether this plan can be implemented or not greatly depends on the opinions of these leaders, so he must first persuade them.

"I interrupt for a moment, Comrade Xiao Lin, although the solution you proposed is much better than we expected, in terms of advancement, functionality, and economic benefits, it far exceeds our expectations. However, has the construction cost also increased?" a leader asked.

Their perspective on the issue is different from that of the expert group members. The country's economy has only just started to show some improvement, but it is still in a relatively tense stage. The budget for this Asian Games is not generous. If Lin's plan exceeds the budget by too much, they may have to reluctantly make compromises and consider other options.

"In terms of sports venues, the use of many new technologies has reduced the amount of construction materials used, and the total construction cost in the end is not much higher than that of traditional design schemes!"

"The construction costs for the commercial district and hotels are indeed quite high! However, unlike sports stadiums, these can be fully addressed using other methods to solve the issue of construction expenses!"With the addition of so many buildings, Lin naturally has to consider the issue of costs, and has also thought of a solution.

He could use Lin Qiao's name to personally purchase these projects with his own money. These projects are all very high-quality commercial assets that will definitely bring him substantial economic benefits, but it's still not quite appropriate to do so at the moment.

"Oh? What kind of approach is it?" The leaders were wracking their brains over the funding issue, so they asked with keen interest.

"We can adopt the BOT mode!"
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"Oh, you mean the Build-Operate-Transfer model?" a leader pondered and asked. Many people think that most government officials are conservative in thinking and narrow-minded in vision, but it's not true. If that were the case, how could China achieve sustained high economic growth for decades?

They can access a large amount of information on a daily basis, go abroad for study and research, and have experts to consult with. Their breadth of vision is not comparable to the average person.

So when Linlou just mentioned this relatively new term in China, someone immediately understood. The leader explained to other leaders, "After the establishment of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, the electricity demand in Guangdong Province has gradually increased. The existing power plants are no longer able to meet the needs of economic development and people's lives."

"The Guangdong provincial government has decided to build power plants around Guangzhou and Shenzhen, and actively attract foreign investment for construction. After demonstration and investment attraction, it was finally decided that the Guangdong provincial government and the Shenzhen municipal government would each invest to build a power plant near the ShaJiao Beach in Humen, forming two separate systems."

"The ShaJiao A power plant, wholly owned by the Guangdong Provincial Government, took the lead in commencing construction and installing three domestically produced 200,000-kilowatt generating units. The B plant was originally planned to be funded by the Shenzhen Municipal Government, but due to economic difficulties, a new form of cooperation was adopted. The power plant is controlled by the Shenzhen Municipal Government, with the participation of the Hong Kong and China Gas Company Limited. However, the Shenzhen side is only responsible for providing land and operating fuel, while the construction funds for the power plant are to be raised by the Hong Kong side."

"This project adopts the Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) model. After the power plant is completed, according to the agreement, it will be fully operated by Hong Kong for the first ten years. After ten years, the 35.23% equity stake held by Hong Kong will be unconditionally transferred to the Guangdong Provincial Government."

"With the funding provided by Fragrant River Company, B Power Plant's planning is very well-done. The plant implements the British management system, utilizes technology and equipment provided by Japanese companies, and is supervised by Japanese enterprises... In this way, the local government can complete the construction of the power plant as soon as possible even in the absence of ample funds."

Shajiao B Power Plant is the first project in China to adopt the BOT model. Ten years later, the Guangdong provincial government auctioned off a portion of its equity, attracting many strong bidders. After numerous rounds of intense bidding, a company controlled by the Guangzhou municipal government acquired it at a sky-high price of 1.4 billion yuan, setting a new record for the highest auction transaction price in Chinese history.

In the future, Sha Jiao C Power Plant also adopted a similar model, except that the contract period was extended to twenty years. In 2003, China Resources Power Holdings Co., Ltd. acquired the majority of the shares held by overseas shareholders of the plant, becoming its long-term and stable equity participant.

The success of Sha Jiao B Power Plant has set a precedent in China, and the BOT model has gradually spread in the country, widely used in transportation, electricity, mining, and other large-scale projects, greatly solving the problem of insufficient funds in the early stages of development in China, and providing huge assistance for the country's rapid economic development in the future.

The timing of Linlou's proposal is just right. Without the Sha Jiao power plant case, the leadership might have had some difficulty understanding and accepting the BOT model. But now that the Special Economic Zone has started to implement it, there should be no problem discussing it, and there shouldn't be any policy risk, right?

"The profit model of power plants is very simple. Investors only need to maintain production and collect electricity fees on time. However, the models for hotels and commercial areas are much more complex! Let's discuss how to find the right partners if we adopt the BOT model. What kind of cooperation can ensure the interests of both parties?"

The BOT mode is not complicated. After this leader's explanation, using the Sha Jiao B power plant as an example, the other leaders also understood. They seriously considered it and felt that this might be a good solution to solve the problem of insufficient funds for the Asian Games. However, there are many issues that need to be addressed, so some leaders raised questions.

"Let's talk about the hotel first. With the deepening of reform and opening up, and the growth of the Chinese economy, the demand for high-end hotels is also increasing. Since its completion, the occupancy rate of Xiangshan Hotel has been consistently high, and its profitability is also very good. According to the current data, it is certain that the construction cost will be recovered earlier than expected!"

Due to the interference of Linlou, the design of the Fragrant Hill Hotel project is more perfect than the original history. At the same time, there have been no major issues in the future operation and management. Domestic and foreign guests who stay here or attend meetings are quite satisfied with their experience. When they have similar needs in the future, they will also consider Fragrant Hill Hotel as a priority. Therefore, the hotel's income is also in a very stable situation.

"The operation of the first joint venture hotel, Jianguo Hotel in Beijing, is also very good. It often faces a situation where it's hard to find a room during the peak season. Not only in Beijing, but in Guangzhou, Mr. Huo's investment in building the White Swan Hotel is also the same... " Mr. Lin cited several examples, "Based on these cases, we can see that building a new high-end hotel in the northern Third Ring Road has a very optimistic profit outlook!"

Mr. Lin used several hotel projects as examples to show them the prospects of the hotel industry and to alleviate their policy concerns. The Swan Hotel is invested by Mr. Huo, and the Jianguo Hotel is the first Sino-foreign joint venture hotel. Since external investment is accepted in the hotel industry, adopting the BOT model is even less of an issue.

"Furthermore, according to the urban planning scheme of Beijing, the future Beijing will continue to expand outward. The land around the North Third Ring Road may seem relatively remote at the moment, but it will soon be developed. It is very necessary to have a high-end hotel in this area."

In addition to resort hotels, guests at other hotels always prefer to stay closer to places of business, so there is no need to worry about a lack of customers except on game days or during cultural performances. With so many enterprises, institutions, and research organizations near the North Third Ring Road, guests who deal with them can definitely fill up this hotel.

"Before designing this plan, I conducted a survey on the high-end hotels in Beijing and Shanghai and found an issue. While these hotels have excellent hardware facilities, there is a significant gap in service quality compared to high-end hotels abroad, with only a few exceptions such as Xiangshan Hotel, Jianguo Hotel, and the White Swan Hotel."

"The Fragrant Hills Hotel has employed the management personnel from Diaoyutai State Guesthouse to provide rigorous training to the service staff; the Swan Hotel has introduced the hotel management model from Hong Kong by Mr. Huo; Jianguo Hotel, on the other hand, has adopted the experience of foreign investors. The service quality in the domestic service industry is still relatively low. Apart from receiving leaders, the service for ordinary guests is far inferior to future generations."

"This raises a problem: when the leaders of the Olympic Council of Asia and the International Olympic Committee visit China for inspection, or when the Asian Games open and foreign dignitaries stay in domestic hotels, there is a high possibility that due to service quality issues, they may form some unnecessary negative impressions of China."

"Adopting the BOT model is just right to solve this problem. We will seek cooperation with investors who have been operating in the hotel industry for a long time to develop this project. We will provide the land, they will provide the funding, and then we will be responsible for construction while they will be in charge of daily management. By introducing advanced international hotel management experience, we can provide better services for these distinguished guests."

"As for how to attract collaborative partners, I don't think we need to worry too much. When working on the Xiangshan Hotel project before, the renowned American luxury hotel company, Hyatt Hotels Corporation, was the renovation consultant for Xiangshan Hotel. I have spoken with their representative, and they are also very interested in investing in the hotel industry in China."

"Also, the architectural firm I am currently with is based in Hong Kong. The company provides architectural design services to many Hong Kong businessmen, and our relationships with them are good. It shouldn't be a problem to invite a few businessmen to participate in this project. Mr. Huo was definitely interested, as for Mr. Li Huanggua, let's forget about him! Lin Lou does not want to deal with him."

"We can analyze and calculate the expenses needed for the construction of the hotel and the future profit situation in advance, and then sign an acceptable period for both parties, just like the Sha Jiao B Power Plant. It can be managed and operated by a foreign investment company first, and then returned to the Beijing Municipality after the agreed period. By then, the Beijing municipal government will have a prestigious, high-quality service, and well-equipped high-end hotel!"

Of course, by that time, it's not quite appropriate for the city government to continue managing the hotel. Perhaps learning from Guangdong, adopting an auction model to let enterprises manage the hotel would be better.

There's no need to talk about these things for now. When the time comes, the policies and economic environment will be different again. I believe that the city leaders will also consider this solution at that time.

"The investors also received the appropriate returns, creating a win-win situation! This will motivate them to continue investing in other domestic projects in the future."

"The concept of 'win-win' is great!" This word has been overused in later generations, and has even evolved to have a new meaning. Many people whisper that the so-called 'win-win' means China wins twice, right? But now it's quite fresh.

Several leaders think this word is very good, and they might use it when talking with foreign businessmen in the future. Many leaders have solemnly written down this word in their notebooks.

"When I had meetings at the Fragrant Hills Hotel and other downtown hotels, I really felt the difference," the leaders recalled their own experiences and agreed with Lin Lou's statement.

"If they are interested, perhaps we can start by inviting representatives from several companies to come to Beijing for a discussion, to get to know each other and understand each other's thoughts." They are already quite intrigued by this mode of cooperation.

"Let's have a discussion. Whether it ultimately succeeds or not, there won't be any harm in discussing it. The top leader has already decided to have the relevant personnel to go and communicate with Lin Building, and then contact these few companies. At the same time, they will also consider inviting more representatives through other channels."

"As for the operation of the commercial area, both foreign countries and Hong Kong have rich experience. They have more perfect management of the commercial area and can provide better services to the customers who come in. The management of commercial centers is also a profound field of study, and in this aspect, domestic management is relatively backward and needs to learn from the advanced experience of foreign countries."

Lin Lou also cited several examples, presenting a comparison between a business center in the United States and one in Hong Kong to explain the differences to the leaders.

From the unified personnel management training in the business district, to the unified publicity and promotion, to the saving of various daily expenses, and finally comparing two well-known business districts in Beijing, allowing everyone to more intuitively feel the differences in this area.

The leaders either interrupted his presentation to ask questions, or quickly took notes in their notebooks, clearly showing that they were all listening to Lin's words.

Gradually, Linlou's lectures have expanded beyond architectural design in the north third ring road to encompass areas such as competition organization, competition broadcasting, volunteer team training, management, and logistics support.

The meeting scene has become lively. Many leaders are feeling in their hearts that they didn't know before, but now they realize that organizing a large-scale sports event is far more complicated than they imagined. There is still much for us to learn.

Until the secretary came in to remind them, the leaders only then realized that the scheduled meeting time was fast approaching. They all felt a bit regretful because there were still many issues left unaddressed and many things yet to be clarified. However, their workload was heavy, and their daily schedules were full, so they had no choice but to continue listening to the presentation by Mr. Lin.

"Let's call it a day! Comrade Xiao Lin, thank you for delivering a high-quality training session for us. Your hard work is much appreciated!" The top leader clapped first, and soon the applause echoed throughout the room.

"I think we need to attend this kind of course a few more times! I'll arrange for someone to discuss with Comrade Xiaolin later, and try to start the next class as soon as possible. We should familiarize ourselves with the advanced experience from abroad earlier, which will definitely be of great help in organizing the Asian Games!" Leaders all want to attend more classes.

"Comrade Xiaolin's knowledge of major international sports events is not limited to just the venues! I gained this insight when listening to Comrade Xiaolin explain the plans last time, and now I appreciate it even more! So I'm considering whether we can give Comrade Xiaolin more responsibilities," Vice Mayor Zhang brought up the topic again.

"Comrade Xiaolin is currently working as a consultant for venue construction at the Asian Subcommittee. In my opinion, the level of this consultant can be raised, and the scope of business can be expanded."

"Good suggestion! Young people have plenty of energy, and it wouldn't hurt to take on more responsibility!" The other leaders also expressed their support, and Linlou is indeed a much-needed talent for the sub-committee.

As a result, Lin's position within the Asian Games Organizing Committee has been elevated. Now, he is not only responsible for the construction of sports venues, but also has a certain degree of influence in other areas.

"Let's call it a day here. We'll come back next time to listen to Comrade Xiao Lin's lecture!"
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The meeting ended, and Deputy Mayor Zhang's secretary came to discuss the next class time with Lin. Originally, they had only planned to have one class, but after Lin's explanation today, they realized that Lin still has a lot more knowledge to offer. One class is far from enough, so they definitely have to have several more sessions.

However, these leaders are busy with their daily work, so it's not easy to coordinate a time when everyone is available. The secretary can only roughly allocate a time range, instructing Lin to stay in Beijing during that period and be prepared to come for the class at any time.

As long as I can avoid overlapping with my own overseas travel time, there's no problem staying in Beijing for the rest of the time. It happens to be an opportunity to continue refining the plan for the sports complex on the northern third ring road, so Lin also readily agreed.

After returning, I first went to communicate with Commissioner Wu, and scheduled the time to share advanced experience in the construction of international sports venues with those design units for this weekend.

Then the school immediately began preparations, contacting the relevant units and arranging the venue. Notices were posted early on the school's bulletin board: "Students from the Department of Architecture at our school will hold a special lecture this weekend on the topic of sports venues in developed countries. Limited seats are available, those interested in attending should sign up as soon as possible."

In the beginning, what Member Wu told those design units was that it was a discussion meeting, but in fact, it was just a formality. The focus of the meeting was still on Lin's presentation of advanced experiences and concepts from abroad, right?

On the day of the lecture, special personnel were arranged at the school gate to receive and guide the representatives of the design units to the auditorium. Upon entering the auditorium, they were required to present their work permits to receive a brief outline of the speech. Each unit was limited to one copy, and additional materials were available for purchase.

When the school notified them, they had already made it clear, and they were all prepared to pay on the spot, receive the materials, and then enter the auditorium to sit in the front row. Everything seemed orderly.

The seats in the auditorium are divided into three sections. The front section is for representatives of the architectural design units, the middle section is for students from Tsinghua's architecture department who are surely here to study diligently, and the back section is reserved for students from other departments who are interested in attending.

The positions at the front have all been labeled with notes, leaving a fixed position for each unit. However, many people are interested in hearing about how sports stadiums are designed abroad, so the number of attendees has exceeded expectations, and there are not enough seats.

"Liudi, are you classmates with Lin Gong? Can you go and talk to Lin Gong or other teachers at the school to see if our unit can have a few more positions?" said a fifty-something architect to Liu Di.

During his internship, Liu Di used connections to be assigned to a large architectural design firm in Beijing. The company was involved in designing venues for the Asian Games. Today, he came to Tsinghua University to attend a lecture, and many people remembered that Liu Di was also a student at Tsinghua, and was in the same class as Lin Lou. So they took him along, hoping to see if they could exploit this connection for any opportunities.

Liu Di was feeling very depressed. When he first joined the internship, he thought he could impress everyone with his professional abilities and quickly stand out in the workplace. However, he soon realized that he was lacking in experience, especially when it came to big tasks like designing facilities for the Asian Games. He could only help out with small tasks at best.

Helin Building stands alone, using his own strength to intimidate all his peers. Compared to him, the difference is too far apart. After Helin presented his plan at the meeting, some people in the unit started talking strangely, such as why is someone who graduated from Tsinghua University so powerful, while someone in our unit is this and that...

These words reached Liu Di's ears, and he felt both indignant and depressed. He was indignant because even the senior architects in the company were not as good as Lin Lou. Why did they claim to be newcomers? He was also depressed because he and Lin Lou were in the same class with the same educational experience, but the difference between them was so great that it made him feel really frustrated.

I heard that Lin Building is going to hold another lecture, and Liudi's feelings have become complicated again. He doesn't want to miss the opportunity to learn, but he also doesn't want to see Lin Building, especially with people from his own unit. He will inevitably end up being compared to Lin Building again. So he is thinking about not coming with the people from his unit and finding a chance to sneak to the back row to listen secretly.

The leader of the unit insisted on the fact that he and Lin Lou were classmates, so he specially brought him over. Liudi had no choice but to accept it. After hearing the leader's arrangement, Liudi quickly went to find someone.

He definitely won't go looking for Lin Lou, and Lin Lou doesn't have the time to deal with him now. Fortunately, after all, he studied at Tsinghua University for five years, and most of the teachers in the architecture department know him. So he immediately found a teacher in charge of the venue arrangement and told him about this matter.

"This is not that I don't want to help, but I really can't!" The teacher pointed to the front row and said, "Look, how many design firms came today? There are only so many available positions! There simply isn't enough space!"

However, considering that Liudi is a student from our own school and that I have taught him before, the teacher still offered some convenience, "It's definitely not possible to find seats in the front. How about I help you find a few available seats in the middle? There may still be some scattered seats for one or two more people in the middle of each class!"

"This is all for you. If it were another group, I would also have to ask them to stand in the middle of the aisle," the teacher patted Liu Di's shoulder and said.

"Thank you, teacher!" Liu Di expressed her gratitude and hurried back to report, then took the initiative to say, "Jing and Mu, you two can just stay here, I'll go to the back."

Several other colleagues were about to agree, but Mr. Mu stopped them, "You should stay with us here and let the others go to the back!"

He has already thought about it. This position is good, Linlou on the stage can definitely see it. If he sees his classmates in his own company for an internship, he can consult them if he has any problems in the future, and he can have more topics, right? Otherwise, why bring Liu Di over? Isn't it just for this? If he sits at the back, wouldn't it be a waste of effort?

So Liu Di could only sit down and feel depressed. Then his colleague poked his arm and whispered in his ear, "Hey, when you address Teacher Jin and Teacher Mu in the future, don't call them 'Jin' and 'Mu', they don't like it. Just call them Teacher Jin and Teacher Mu like me!"

Huh? Don't other design units usually address architects as "Engineer So-and-So"? Why are the two of them unhappy? At that moment, Liu Di didn't quite understand.

"Think about it, when you hear 'metalworker' or 'carpenter', what comes to your mind first? Mr. Jin is not someone who grinds hammers in the workshop, and Mr. Mu is not someone who chisels wood! If you call them that, of course, they won't be happy!" A colleague reminded once again.

"Teacher Jin is okay, at most she'll give you a cold look, but Teacher Mu is different; if you keep calling her that way, she might end up making things difficult for you." I don't know if this is because the position of carpentry is slightly inferior to metalworking in the factory.

Hmm, Liudi finally understands! Then, he secretly glanced at the expressions of the two architects, and sure enough, they looked unhappy. So, he quickly made a mental note of this matter, and then continued to quietly ask his colleague, "Thank you, if you hadn't reminded me, I wouldn't have known about these things! Are there any specific titles for other teachers in our department? Can you tell me about them?"

Liu Di also remembered that his father's unit also had an architect surnamed Gong, who didn't like being called "Gong Gong" because it sounded like he was a eunuch. It seems that there are many taboos in the way people are addressed, and not every architect likes to be called by a certain title.

"Actually, this is not just a matter for our architecture industry. If you go to a magazine or newspaper office, editors with surnames Ma, Niu, or Lu also don't like being called Ma Bian, Niu Bian, or Lu Bian!" Liu Di nodded slightly as she listened. Being called Niu Bian, Ma Bian, or Donkey Bian is a bit unpleasant.

"In our institute, besides Teacher Mu and Teacher Jin, Teacher Qian also doesn't like to be called 'Worker Qian.' Similar to Teacher Jin, once called 'Worker Qian,' he feels as if he is working in a factory, and the same goes for Teacher Che and Teacher Xian!" Wow, in our institute, we have a complete set of metalworkers, carpenters, mechanics, and millers. It really sounds like a factory.

"This is still considered good. In other units, there are child labor, seasonal labor, Wu labor, and Xiang labor, and when they have meetings, people make fun of them as soon as they see them! Oh, your unit is too unethical, even using child labor. I need to report to the labor department..." As for Jigong, centipede, and landlord, let's not even mention them.

Liu Di quickly took note of these, and at the same time began to ponder. In the future, when encountering elderly comrades with these surnames, he must be careful. One must not offend others because of the issue of addressing them.

At the appointed time, Lin Lou ascended the stage and, with the assistance of an aide, unfolded a series of drawings and large photographs, beginning to lecture on the advanced experiences and concepts of building sports stadiums in various developed countries for the architects, teachers, and students present.

"...This is the main stadium of the Los Angeles Olympics last year, the Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena. This stadium was originally the main venue for the 1932 Olympics. In order to host the Olympics last year, the Atlantic Lecife Company invested 5 million US dollars to refurbish it, replacing the seats with chairs, adding 175 sophisticated boxes for use by national leaders, and laying a plastic track produced in Germany..."

"They also updated advanced electronic equipment, such as the colorful electronic scoreboard located above the Torch Tower. This electronic scoreboard is 9.1 meters high, 14.6 meters wide, and costs as much as 160,000 dollars."

"...There is also Mr. Kenzo Tange's design for the main stadium of the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, the Yoyogi National Gymnasium, which includes a ball arena and a swimming pool. The swimming pool's layout is like two crescents out of place, and the ball arena's layout is snail-shaped, drawing inspiration from the traditional Japanese pattern of "bamboo weave"..."

"Being able to combine elements of traditional culture with modern architecture, Mr. Kenzo Tange's designs can be described as very ingenious!" Lin Lou cited this example to remind the architects present.

It is a great way to incorporate elements of our own nationality into architecture, but the approach should also be considered. Kenzo Tange's design is much better than just adding a Chinese-style large roof to the building! The design of Chinese-style large roofs emerged for a period after the founding of the country, but then was criticized for being wasteful and impractical. However, in recent years, there has been a rising trend.

Even many leading cadres consider the large roof as beautiful. In their jurisdictions, any new large-scale project must be forcibly equipped with a large roof. This has caused Future Group to have to ask for help from leaders of national importance if they want to build a building in the future, in order to avoid having to add a large roof to their own building.

Of course, there are also larger roof structures that look better, such as the new building of the Beijing Library and the Beijing West Railway Station, both of which are representative works of the large roof architecture from the 1980s and 1990s. These two are considered to have relatively high design standards, but many other projects are completely not worth looking at!

Linlou is extremely disgusted by this uniform style of large roofs. There are many ways to integrate Chinese culture into modern architecture, so why fixate on large roofs? Regardless of whether the project is suitable for large roofs or not, they are added across the board.

So he also wants to take this opportunity to showcase some excellent solutions to his peers, broaden their horizons, and give them new inspiration, instead of just adding a big roof to everything.

The speech lasted for an hour and a half, with a twenty-minute break in the middle for everyone to take a short rest, go to the restroom, smoke a cigarette, and get some fresh air.

Continue the explanation after coming back, the audience below is listening and quickly taking notes, hoping to remember every word that Lin Lou said, as these are all very fresh and valuable to them.

The scheduled three-hour lecture came to an end, but nobody in the audience wanted to leave. They eagerly raised their hands to ask questions. Lin's speech helped resolve many of their doubts, but it also brought up many new questions. If these questions aren't answered, it's likely that they won't be able to sleep tonight!

Lin Lou had no choice but to change the plan and began selecting people to answer questions. Naturally, the first to be taken care of were the representatives at the front. He pointed towards Liu Di and said, "This is Mr. Mu from X University, right? Do you have any questions?"

Huh? Teacher Mu must be angry now, right? Upon hearing this address, Liu Di, who was feeling a bit exhausted, suddenly became alert and immediately turned to look at Teacher Mu, picturing his dark complexion in her mind!

However, Mu Gong's reaction was unexpected to him. He not only didn't get angry, but also showed a bright smile on his face. "Lin Gong, we met at the meeting before. It's rare that you still remember me. I would like to ask..."

Liu Di turned to look at his colleague and wondered, "What's going on? Wasn't it said that Teacher Mu doesn't like being called a carpenter? Why is he so happy now?"

I'm sorry, I'm late again today.
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Mu Gong's beaming smile formed a sharp contrast with the cold look he had just given Liu Di. He couldn't reconcile these drastically different faces with the same person. His mind was now a blur, as he hadn't heard clearly what Mu Gong and Lin Lou had communicated about.

Until Mu Gong finished expressing his gratitude and sat down, Liu Di finally regained his composure. At this moment, he finally remembered that although his father, the architect with the surname Gong, disliked being called "Gong Gong," when a senior leader came to inspect one time and called him "Gong Gong," he didn't seem to get angry but instead showed a smile, just like Mu Gong.

It seems that the taboo in this title depends on who is calling out. It's not acceptable if you use it for yourself, but it's fine if someone of higher status uses it.

After understanding this, not only did it fail to make Liudi feel relieved, but it made her feel even more depressed. They are obviously students in the same class, so why is there such a big difference? Linlou can completely ignore these things already, while she has to be careful and serve others.

With so many issues to address, one day of meeting is definitely not enough, so the school extended the time for them to communicate with Lin Building for a few more days. Together with the materials prepared by Lin Building, they have enough to digest for a while. With this help, it is expected that the construction of the venues for this year's Asian Games will definitely be better than in history.

Just wanting to hold a successful large-scale comprehensive sports event, relying solely on sports venues and other hardware facilities is not enough, other aspects also need to keep up.

After the meeting, Lin began searching in his mind to see if he could find more information to improve the performance of the current Asian Games in other aspects. He felt that his current responsibilities extended beyond just sports venues and he needed to make some contributions.

Lin Lou contacted Lin Qiao, Kisho Kurokawa, Alvar Aalto, and Pierre Cardin by phone and asked them to help collect relevant information.

Kenzo Tange, the teacher of Kisho Kurokawa, was responsible for the design of the venues for the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. Kisho Kurokawa worked closely with him at that time and is estimated to have a lot of relevant materials on hand.

And the United States has just hosted the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, so it should be relatively easy for Lin Qiao to collect information in this area, he can just hand it over to a commercial intelligence company to handle.

France has just hosted the UEFA European Football Championship. Michel Platini led the French team to win the Henri Delaunay Trophy, bringing great honor to the team. Although Alphonse and Pierre-Cardin are not sports figures, they can certainly find someone to gather useful information without any problem.

There's no need to mention Lin Qiao; she's already urging Lin Lou over the phone to ask when she can donate money for the Asian Games. She's already prepared. Hei Chuan Ji Zhang, Pierre Cardin, and Alfons won't refuse either. They immediately mobilized their connections to help Lin Lou gather information. I estimate we'll have a reply shortly.

Meanwhile, another project is also in progress, concerning the BOT model for the commercial and hotel aspects of the North Third Ring Sports Complex. The leaders have decided to initiate communications to see what terms the interested cooperating companies can offer.

This work is being carried out on both sides at the same time. Lin is responsible for communicating with the Hyatt company and the Hong Kong tycoons who have had dealings with Lin Construction Firm, while the Asian Games organizing committee and the Beijing municipal government are also contacting other companies through their respective channels.

Linlou first called the representative of Hyatt Corporation, with whom he had collaborated on the previous project at Xiangshan Hotel, to disclose this information. Upon receiving the news, Hyatt Hotel Group cautiously expressed interest.

When these representatives were in Beijing, they saw the high quality of the Xiangshan Hotel and also saw the Jianguo Hotel. They were interested in opening a high-end hotel in China, but due to concerns about policies and the level of economic development in China, they were not able to make a final decision at that time.

I only agreed to arrange for a few people to come and assess the situation first before making a decision. Lin did not insist on it either. After inquiring about their arrival time, I reported to Deputy Mayor Zhang, and left the specific reception work to them.

As for Hong Kong, they naturally arranged for Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian to visit. They first visited several wealthy businessmen they had dealt with before, who were also facing the same problem.

If the Asian Games were held in Shenzhen or Guangzhou, they might not hesitate, because they are already very familiar with these two cities. Moreover, with the abundance of wealthy individuals now moving north from Hong Kong, even if they only cater to them and foreign guests, there is no need to worry about hotel occupancy rates and profitability. However, Beijing is still relatively unfamiliar to them.

"Ah, the plan proposed by the boss is very good, and the senior leaders also have great expectations. If we present such results, the leaders probably won't be happy, and maybe the boss will face criticisms too!" After visiting several places, both Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian felt pessimistic.

They often go to Beijing for meetings and have a very intuitive understanding of the changes in Beijing and the rapid development of the Chinese economy. Their confidence in this project is much greater than that of most other people.

"Let's try to reach out to a few more wealthy individuals, especially those in the hotel industry or those with close ties to the mainland. I believe they can better assess the prospects of this project," reassured Liang Zhitian. He also contributed to this project, being responsible for the interior design of the hotel, so he hopes that the project can eventually materialize.

"Hmm, Hong Kong is still too small. It's difficult for Hong Kong to have further development with its current scale. Heading north is the only way out. I believe there are definitely many who can see this point clearly. We will definitely be able to find more willing cooperation partners." Xu Wenbiao also understood – how much potential could there be staying in Hong Kong all the time?

Especially in the construction industry, how many opportunities are there in Hong Kong throughout the year? And if heading north, although the economy of the mainland is far from comparable to Hong Kong at present, the scale is large. Just a casual development here can result in a large urban complex of over 200,000 square meters.

If this were placed in Hong Kong, how many years would it take to wait for such an opportunity? And those people in Hong Kong love to hire British to do the design, so it's basically impossible for them to get this chance.

"Let's go, let's head back to the company first! After we return, we'll have another meeting to discuss and figure out which wealthy individuals we should visit next!" Xu WenBiao regained his energy and drove back to the office.

Just as he returned, his assistant gave him some good news, "Mr. Xu, the Huo family called just now and asked you to call them back when you have time!"

"Huo family? Which Huo family?" Xu Wenbiao was stunned, and for a moment he didn't react.

"How many Hoges are there in Hong Kong? Of course, it's the most powerful one! Mr. Xu, remember to bring a pager next time we go out! It's not very appropriate to keep the Hoge family waiting!" The assistant was nearly speechless.

"Oh, you mean Mr. Huo's house!" Xu Wenbiao finally reacted and hurried into his office. "Quick, give me the phone number!"

He spoke a few words on the phone, arranged a time to meet, and unexpectedly invited them to visit the Huo family. This made Xu Wenbiao feel very honored. Although the Huo family's financial resources may not be the wealthiest in Hong Kong, they are definitely one of the most influential.

Especially with the return of Hong Kong to China, the relationship with the mainland has always been close, so the attention on the Kuo's family has increased. It is a very rare opportunity to be invited by the Kuo's family.

Xu Wenbiao quickly tidied up and then, with a nervous mood, hurried to the Huo family. After ringing the doorbell, he was led into the living room by a servant. Before long, Mr. Huo's eldest son and his wife, who was a former Miss Hong Kong, came out.

"Mr. Huo, hello, and hello, Mrs. Huo!" Xu Wenbiao quickly stood up and greeted.

"Haha, I've heard that Mr. Xu is a talented young architect in the construction industry in Hong Kong. I've been wanting to meet him and didn't expect to have the opportunity today!" Master Huo, who is in his thirties and has not yet reached forty, despite coming from a wealthy family, does not appear arrogant at all. He kindly pulled Mr. Xu to sit on the sofa and praised him a lot.

Upon hearing this, Xu Wenbiao felt a little flattered, but thankfully he remained clear-headed and quickly regained his composure. He humbly responded, "I'm just assisting Linsheng in some tasks. Most of the major business deals in the company are led by Linsheng. When it comes to young talents, Linsheng is truly a rare genius in the international architecture industry!"

"Last time I had dinner with Mr. Bei, he also praised Mr. Lin, but unfortunately Mr. Lin's visits to Hong Kong are always rushed. I feel embarrassed to invite him for a meal!"

After exchanging pleasantries for a few moments, Lord Huo quickly got to the point, "I heard that your firm is currently participating in the bidding for the design of venues for the Beijing Asian Games? You know, I've always been very interested in all kinds of sports, and now that our country has the opportunity to host major sports events, I definitely want to contribute!"

"Why didn't you think of our Huo family when you were looking for partners for the Asian Games-related hotel and business cooperation? Whether it's business or hotels, the Huo family has some experience!"

Master Huo has held important positions in the International Olympic Committee, the Xiangjiang Sports Association and Olympic Committee, the Asian Olympic Council, and the Xiangjiang Football Association, and has contributed significantly to China's sports industry. The Huo family also played a significant role in Beijing's successful bid to host the 1990 Asian Games.

"Actually, as soon as we received this project, we wanted to pay a visit, but we didn't have the chance to serve Mr. Huo before, so we felt sorry to come over." Xǔ Wénbiāo apologized quickly.

"I just heard about this matter recently and I don't know the specific details. Can Xusheng provide more information? In fact, many leaders thought of the Huo family as soon as Linlou proposed the BOT cooperation model, but they are still uncertain about the prospects of this project and are afraid that the Huo family might suffer losses. Therefore, they hesitated to proactively contact them, so Young Master Huo only just found out."

He just found out about this project and immediately reported to Mr. Huo. Mr. Huo also guessed the thoughts of those leaders, so he didn't use his old connections to contact this project, but asked his son, Master Huo, to have a chat with Xu Wenbiao first.

Xu Wenbiao took out the drawings from his briefcase. "Mr. Huo, this project is like this. For this Asian Games, Beijing plans to build thirteen new sports stadiums and refurbish over twenty. The main stadium, hockey field, swimming pool, etc. will all be located in the area within the Third Ring Road, which is also the largest sports area in Beijing!"

"So, Lin proposed that with such favorable conditions, it would be a waste to simply build a few venues. Therefore, he decided to add hotels, commercial and other supporting facilities, planning to create a large sports complex!"

Young Master Huo nodded slightly as he looked at the drawings. The Huo family also has its own real estate industry, so he is no stranger to this line of business and fully understands the drawings. "Not bad, not bad. The combination of sports venues, hotels, commercial, and even landscape is very reasonable! Lin's attainments in the field of architectural design are truly admirable!"

Although it's just a simple plan view, we can also observe some details from it. From the division of the commercial street's traffic flow to the size of the stores, everything is very much in line with the rules of business, and even some details are more reasonable than several popular commercial centers in Hong Kong.

The young master Huo felt a bit regretful, thinking that it would be great if he could recruit such capable young people to work for his own company. However, on second thought, the Linlou's business has grown so large that they would never be willing to work for him. Moreover, just the project for the capital airport in Latvia alone could bring in design fees of millions of dollars. Even if he tried to recruit them, he couldn't afford such a high price!

It's not that the Huo family doesn't have enough money, it's a matter of whether it's worth it. It seems that we can only wait for a future opportunity to collaborate with him!

After looking at the overall plan, Xu Wenbiao showed him materials such as the flow line diagram, the internal business format diagram, the hotel decoration diagram, etc. Lord Huo occasionally pondered and asked questions, while his wife, the former Miss Hong Kong, although not fully understanding, did not show any impatience, but sat there with a smile on her face, personally serving tea for them.

After finishing reviewing all the drawings, Lord Huo closed his eyes and pondered for a moment. "Both my father and I are very interested in this project. I wonder if it's possible to invite Mr. Lin to Hong Kong for a more detailed discussion?"

Xu Wenbiao looked hesitant. "Mr. Huo, logically speaking, since you've invited him, Mr. Lin should have come immediately. But recently, he has to give lectures to several leaders about the experience of hosting large-scale sports events abroad. Even the task of reporting the work in Latvia next week has been handed over to the French partner."

"Don't worry, I will contact Mr. Lin as soon as I go back. I can definitely spare a day or two for this, but the specific timing will depend on the leader's arrangement."

Xu Wenbiao seemed a bit nervous when speaking, "It's a big deal for the Huo family to wait for me. Is it a bit inappropriate for them to wait? Will this affect our cooperation?"

"It's fine! Since he's not available to come to Hong Kong, I'll just go to Beijing instead! Coincidentally, I have some business there recently!" It looks like the Huo family has made up their mind to secure this project!
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"No problem, let me know when the time is confirmed, I will go to the airport to meet Mr. Huo!" Lin Lou immediately said upon receiving the notification from Xu Wenbiao. Although he had already guessed that the Huo family would be interested in this project, he had not expected them to be so eager.

A few days later, he arrived at the capital airport to prepare for the arrival of the son of the Duke of Huo. When he reached the reception area, he found that he wasn't the only one waiting to welcome the Duke of Huo. There were also a group of officials who appeared to be waiting to pick up the same guest. The Huo family has been an old friend of our party, so how could the relevant departments not attach great importance to the visit of their heir to Beijing?

After waiting for a short while, Master Huo soon emerged, surrounded by his assistant and bodyguards. Everyone hurriedly greeted him, introducing themselves and shaking hands with Master Huo. Master Huo courteously responded to each one. When it came to Lin Lou's turn, he shook Lin Lou's hand and said, "Mr. Lin, you are even younger than I imagined!"

"Being able to come up with a plan that has greatly benefited Mr. Bei at such a young age is truly a rare talent! I must visit you tomorrow to have a good chat with you!"

Looking at the situation, it's clearly impossible to chat today. Even if Master Huo doesn't need to rest, he still needs to socialize with these people. So Linlou first asked about the hotel where Master Huo was staying and then went back.

The next day, I arrived at the hotel early, and met with Master Huo to head to his family's traditional courtyard residence. Along the way, Master Huo paid attention to the scenery outside the window. When we arrived at the courtyard, he first looked around in surprise, then said, "Every time I come to Beijing, I can see different changes. The development of our motherland is truly rapid and amazing!"

"The development of the mainland economy also cannot do without the support of patriotic businessmen like you. When I went to Guangzhou for inspiration, I specifically visited the White Swan Hotel. At that time, the hotel had not been completed yet, but from the appearance and renderings, it was indeed a masterpiece of Lingnan architecture! The achievements of Mr. Moberly and Mr. She Zongnan, and other masters of Lingnan architecture, are truly admirable!"

The design of the White Swan Hotel inherits the essence of Chinese traditional garden and Lingnan traditional garden design. The central courtyard focuses on a waterfall as the main landscape, forming a unique Lingnan style. The overall design integrates historical charm and cultural connotation into the architectural space, creating an excellent combination of foreign architectural forms and Chinese traditional architectural culture in modern Lingnan architecture.

"Mr. Lin and Mr. Bei's cooperation at Xiangshan Hotel has done exceptionally well in various details. In comparison, the Swan Hotel may be slightly larger in scale, but it falls behind in other aspects," Mr. Hu modestly said.

"The positioning of the two hotels is different. The Swan Hotel is a large high-end business hotel with thousands of rooms, while the Xiangshan Hotel is a medium-sized resort and conference hotel. The purposes of the two are completely different, so they cannot be compared in this way," said Lin Lou politely.

"The Swan Hotel is not only renowned for its exceptional architectural design but also highly admired for its daily management. Especially Mr. Huo's statement that 'Chinese people are also capable of managing high-end hotels by themselves' is truly admirable!"

After the reform and opening up, Guangzhou became a pioneer in opening up to the outside world, first ushering in a great wave of economic and trade development. The turnover of the Canton Fair has been growing rapidly every year, attracting a large number of domestic and foreign business people to Guangzhou.

However, at the time, there were few hotels in Guangzhou, and the influx of out-of-town merchants led to a situation where hotel rooms were in short supply. This resulted in foreign merchants facing the problem of "finding it difficult to get a room" in Guangzhou. Some people had no choice but to set up large mats in the hotel lobby, gardens, restaurants, and other public areas. At that time, the construction of hotels became an urgent need.

Mr. Huo had just accepted Mr. Liao's invitation to discuss a plan to establish eight Sino-foreign joint venture hotels in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Nanjing. Therefore, the first hotel is set to be in Guangzhou.

The hotel encountered many troubles at the beginning of its establishment, such as the lack of reference in architectural design and the need to figure things out on its own. The unique nature of the land required deep foundations before construction could begin, and some building materials had to be imported from abroad as they were not available domestically.

There were even some policy reasons. According to the rules at that time, all high-rise buildings had to be equipped with anti-aircraft guns, in preparation for war and for the sake of the people. Mr. Huo was very distressed by this: who would dare to sleep here with a cannon on the rooftop? So, he had to ask General Ye for help to remove the anti-aircraft gun from the rooftop of the Swan Hotel.

However, the biggest challenge is still how to manage the hotel after it is built. China has never tried to manage such a large modern hotel before. Some people suggested finding a foreign company to manage it, but Mr. Huo insisted that, despite the lack of experience, Chinese people are capable of managing the hotel themselves. He then invited a group of foreign professionals to train the hotel staff, and these employees did not disappoint Mr. Huo, completing their work very well.

When it comes to his father's proudest achievement, Mr. Huo, the son of the patriarch, is also very happy. "I remember when we first opened, many citizens of Guangzhou came here out of admiration. The lobby of the hotel was crowded every day. At that time, most people in Guangzhou wore slippers when they went out. In the crowded place, many people didn't know where their slippers went. The hotel staff would collect a basketful of shoes every day when cleaning."

"The restroom has become a popular spot for tourists. Many citizens are curious about the cleanliness of the restroom. The hotel uses up 400 rolls of toilet paper every day. Many people say that the large number of visitors is affecting the hotel's image and the cost of supplies is also considerable. They advised my father to stop allowing non-guests to visit."

"My father, however, insisted on continuing to open. Two weeks after the opening, the number of tourists remained high, but the consumption of toilet paper and mini-soaps slowly returned to normal. A month later, the number of tourists gradually decreased. While there were still many visitors, the impact on normal operations was not significant."

Mr. Huo's approach is very forward-thinking. With so many citizens coming to visit, not only can it expand the influence of the Swan Hotel, but it also implants a certain emotional connection in many people's hearts. The Swan Hotel may be the first luxury hotel they have experienced personally. Perhaps they may not have the ability to stay now, but when they have the money in the future, the first place they think of would definitely be the Swan Hotel!

"Even the children who come to visit with their parents will have this kind of idea. After their standard of living improves, coming back here to experience it is like fulfilling a childhood dream." Many luxury car brands specifically shoot advertisements targeted at children. Of course, these children cannot buy luxury cars, but these advertisements can sow a seed in their hearts, slowly taking root and sprouting. When they grow up and start considering buying a car, the first thing they think of will definitely be the advertisements they saw in childhood.

And then this seed can grow into a big tree. After more than ten years, car dealers can also reap the results of the original advertisement. Mr. Huo's approach also has a similar effect.

So even after thirty or forty years, despite the presence of many more and better luxury hotels in Guangzhou, the White Swan Hotel still holds a unique position in the hearts of the people of Guangzhou.

"Many people in the country think that as long as a high-end hotel looks grand and luxurious on the outside and has comfortable and luxurious interior decoration, it's enough. Little do they know that future management and operation are the key points. Mr. Huo has proven through his actions that his understanding of hotels has far surpassed that of the average person," praised Mr. Lin sincerely.

"Mr. Lin, isn't it the same? I heard from Mr. Bei that it was your strong request that led to the change of a senior manager from Diaoyutai State Guesthouse to Xiangshan Hotel, and thus, we have the high-quality service we have now!" After praising each other for a while, Huo finally got to the point, "I heard Mr. Lin's colleague in Hong Kong introduced your new work to me. Both my father and I are very interested in this project!"

"And I heard that Mr. Lin is planning to adopt the BOT model for the hotel and commercial district, so I hurried to Beijing to contact Mr. Lin!"

"It is indeed the case, firstly because the country's economy is still relatively tight, and building so many venues and supporting facilities at once puts a lot of financial pressure. Secondly, we also lack hotel and business management talents, and we may not be able to do it well by ourselves. Therefore, the BOT model has become the best choice!"

Saying that, Lin Lou stood up and invited the Duke Huo to come in with him, carefully introducing the details of the project. His information here was much richer than that of Xu Wenbiao, and as a time traveler, he had a very profound understanding of the future development and replacement of the commercial center and commercial street.

So, in a more detailed explanation, Prince Huo was even more impressed with Mr. Lin. "I didn't expect Mr. Lin to have such a profound understanding of large commercial centers and business streets. If our family plans to invest in and build a commercial center in the future, we must find Mr. Lin to do the design!"

The Duke Huo even felt that this kind of business should be entrusted to Lin Lou, rather than to Bei Yuming, because Bei Yuming's works are mostly in public buildings, with little involvement in commercial construction. His understanding of commercial centers and business districts is probably not as broad and profound as Lin Lou's.

If you were to have Ieoh Ming Pei design a commercial center or a business district, it would definitely be eye-catching in terms of appearance, but its practicality is hard to say!

The Lin Building definitely does not have this problem. Not only does it boast an equally eye-catching exterior, but it also provides a layout and space division that meets consumer needs very well.

"If I have the opportunity, it would be my honor!" This is a big project, and Linlou naturally wouldn't refuse. Besides, as long as he does a good job on one project, there will definitely be a steady stream of similar ones in the future. He is well aware of how frightening the number of new commercial centers being built in China will be in the decades to come.

It's better to collaborate with Mr. Huo to provide the people with better and more valuable business centers across the country, rather than letting Li Huanggua mess around in various places.

"Not only the hotels and commercial districts, but the surrounding landscape design of these venues is also excellent! They can be compared to world-class venues!" Duke Huo is a well-known figure in the international sports industry and has visited various advanced sports venues, so he can also see the advantages of these venues.

After inquiring about the construction costs of several venues, Young Master Huo nodded slightly, as if he had made up his mind. Linlou also guessed the reason for his inquiry and was very curious. After changing his plan, will the Huo family still choose to donate a swimming pool? Or will they choose other venues instead?

After Lord Huo left, he immediately contacted the Asian Organizing Committee and expressed his desire to cooperate with the relevant departments to adopt the BOT model for the intention to take over the North Third Ring Sports Complex Hotel and commercial street.

Many people immediately realize that the Huo family is definitely the most suitable partner! First of all, in terms of reliability, Mr. Huo has been an old friend of our party for many years. Even in such difficult conditions, he has been consistently supporting domestic construction. He has had no mistakes for decades, and even for such an important event as the Asian Games, there is nothing to worry about if we entrust certain projects to him.

Next is the professional field. The success of the Swan Hotel has proven that they understand hotels and can manage hotel operations well. In addition, Mr. Huo and Mr. Liao originally agreed to invest in eight hotels together, and this hotel happens to be the second one. As for the commercial street, the Huo family also has many commercial real estate projects in Hong Kong, so they are equally familiar with this.

The key point is that as soon as they heard the news, the Huo family sent the Lord Huo, while the Kaiyue Group only sent a few ordinary employees. The same goes for other Hong Kong businesses, with no heavyweight figures involved. In comparison, the sincerity of the Huo family is evident.

Later, Lord Huo directly announced a trump card, representing Lord Huo's donation of one billion for the construction of the swimming pool for the Beijing Asian Games.

The organizing committee will have no way to refuse this now. Although they haven't agreed to accept the donation from the Huo family temporarily, they have officially started negotiating the BOT cooperation for the hotel and commercial district.

During the formal negotiations, a strange scene occurred. The Beijing side was afraid that the Huo family would be at a disadvantage and insisted on extending the duration of the cooperation. However, the young master of the Huo family was not willing to take advantage of this and instead wanted to shorten the duration. Both sides in the negotiation first considered the other's interests, which is not often seen in the business field.

There are still many details to be perfected in the negotiations, but one thing has been settled in advance, and that is the design plan for the land in the North Third Ring Road!

The original plan for the Lin Building was very satisfactory to them. The only concern for the leaders was the issue of construction costs. Now that the Huo family is willing to undertake the construction of the hotel, commercial street area, and some of the landscape, this issue is naturally resolved.

And the negotiations with the Huo family are based on the design plan of Lin Building. If we use a different plan, the cooperation will naturally cease to exist. In that case, let's finalize the plan in advance!

So the expert group immediately began a detailed study and review, and the sub-committee and Beijing's leaders also held meetings promptly. In the end, they approved the design of the Lin Building before all other plans!

The most important architectural design task for the Beijing Asian Games was assigned to Linlou.
Chapter 486 Graduation

"The timing is just right, it's perfect for the graduation design defense! Looking back on all these years at the Tsinghua University's architecture department, I have seen quite a few graduation designs, but I have never seen anything like yours before!" Dean Guan looked at the thick drawings and design explanations in front of him, feeling emotional, "A comprehensive complex of over 200,000 square meters, which university's graduates could come up with something like this?"

Don't even mention a bachelor's degree. Master's and Ph.D. are also out of the question. This is not some whimsical conceptual design, but a practical project that can be implemented.

"My supervising teacher is really not living up to the title, hasn't given me any guidance at all." Graduation projects all require a supervising teacher, and Dean Guan is Linlou's supervising teacher. Compared to other supervising teachers, his job is much easier, he just needs to check Linlou's progress every once in a while, and basically doesn't need to help students with guidance and revisions.

"Okay, since the Asian Games committee has approved you, the school definitely won't have any problems! You can leave your stuff here and go play. Hurry up and enjoy the final days of your college life!" After the thesis defense, they will graduate soon, and they need to fill out each other's yearbook and have a farewell dinner. They will be very busy during this time.

"You forgot, I still have to go to graduate school with you. After finishing the graduate school, I still have to pursue a Ph.D. My university life is still long!" Lin Lou did not take the exam but was directly admitted to the graduate school of his alma mater. Furthermore, Guan Yuan, an academician, has already told him that during his graduate studies, it will be just like his undergraduate years - no need to attend classes every day, just submit a paper or design work every now and then."

In fact, with Lin's abilities, there is no real need to pursue a master's or a Ph.D. It's just a formality for future career advancement. However, these academic credentials still need to be obtained.

In fact, Tsinghua University is more concerned about this matter than Lin Building because for architects, academic qualifications are not that important. What matters is the work. Tadao Ando, for example, never attended university and solely relied on self-study to acquire knowledge of architecture, yet he still became a world-renowned architect.

Tsinghua can still hope that Linlou will continue to teach at the school and nurture more outstanding students. To establish oneself in academia, a degree is necessary. Additionally, Commissioner Wu and the school leadership have already planned for it. Typically, it takes five to six years for an ordinary person to complete a master's or a doctorate. However, special arrangements will be made for Linlou, allowing him to pursue a direct combined master's and doctoral program, with a maximum completion time of three years to obtain a doctoral degree.

Otherwise, it's hard to say what could happen over time. If this treasure were to be taken by another school, Tsinghua University would be heartbroken.

"That's different. The period of undergraduate, master's and doctoral studies are completely different concepts. Whether it's the relationships with classmates or daily academic life, there are significant differences, especially in terms of age! As people grow older, they become less easily moved emotionally, but the time of undergraduate graduation is when emotions are at their peak. Even when obtaining a doctoral degree, one will still feel that the time of undergraduate graduation is the most unforgettable."院士 must have been through it all.

When talking about these things, his eyes lit up with a new vigor, as if recalling the scene when he graduated from college more than thirty years ago.

Although Linlou's psychological age is much older than that of his classmates, after spending five years with these young people, he seems to have become younger, being influenced by their passion. With the reminder from Academician Jingguan, he is actually looking forward to it.

So on that day, instead of going back to the courtyard, he returned to his long-lost dormitory. As soon as he walked into the hallway, his classmates were extremely surprised, "Hey, Xiaolou, why do you have the time to come back today?"

"Based on what you guys are saying, it seems like I'm not a student of our architecture department! Aren't we about to graduate? The last days of university definitely have to be spent in the dormitory!" Anyway, the design work for the Asian Games venue has been finalized, and there aren't any major issues with other projects, so spending a few more days in the dormitory won't affect anything."

"Do you really think you look like a student? You've been giving lectures since freshman year. Forget being a student, even regular lecturers don't have this kind of treatment, right?" Some classmates teased him.

More students quickly returned to the dormitory, took out their yearbooks and handed them to Linlou, "You came back just in time. Otherwise, we would have to go to the courtyard to find you. Hurry up and help me write something!"

The kind of thing like a yearbook, with the development of the internet era, nobody fills it out anymore. Maybe those born in the 1980s would still fill some out when graduating from high school, but by the 1990s and 2000s, no one uses it anymore. After graduation, just create a WeChat group or QQ group, why worry about not being able to find people.

At that time, the relationship between everyone and classmates was not as close as the current batch of students. Even though the class group is there, no one would talk for months.

In no time, Lin Lou was holding a thick stack of yearbooks in his arms and headed back to the dorm to start filling them out. The yearbooks all had similar styles, each being a 16mo booklet with a simple pattern on the cover and words such as "Friendship Memoir" printed on it. Upon flipping it open, he found pre-printed pages inside.

At the top is a space for writing a message. Below are basic information such as photo, name, birthday, personality, hobbies, life motto, and the most important is the home address, which must be filled in very detailed. At that time, phone numbers were not widely used, so if the address is not written clearly, it is very likely to lose contact completely.

Fortunately, the students from the architecture department at Tsinghua University have all been assigned jobs, and they can also fill in the name of an additional employer, which will make it easier to make connections.

"Oh, everyone is filling it out already. Then help me fill mine too!" Wenxuan threw his yearbook over as well. Although he was certain to continue working in Beijing, and it would only take him a few hours to see Linlou in the future, it still felt strange if his name was not in the yearbook.

"The photos you have are definitely not enough. Do you have any negatives? Where are they?" With these questions, Wenxuan took the keys from Linlou's hand and eagerly prepared to work in the darkroom of the quadrangle. He was interested in everything and had learned a lot of photographic and developing techniques from Linlou.

"Hey, wait a moment, bring my camera and film over here later! We're about to graduate and go our separate ways, we have to take some commemorative photos no matter what!" Such precious times definitely need to be captured in photos!

"Oh, and also, when you come back, help me buy a few commemorative albums!" It's true, after several years, flipping through these little booklets again and recalling the university days is quite a unique pleasure.

"Great! If you didn't say so, I was planning to borrow from you! I've already bought the film!" Wenxuan left in a hurry, while Linlou stayed in the dorm to continue filling out.

Curiously, I flipped through the content filled out by my classmates, "Not to forget, but to console, melting a piece of ice into July, there will be a mist rising."

"To you, I have a sense of self, a feeling that is hard to put into words; the moon seeks its position from west to east, countless times completing itself, yet indifferent to practice, only revealing its brightness, mystery, and endless extension to those who are attentive…"

"Modern civilization shapes us in different ways, and poetic elements often elegantly visit our lives. Everyone has a moment of emotion pouring into life, and then listens to life narrating its emotions..."

Wow, each one of them is quite artistic! And the handwriting is also very nice. The development of the times has allowed people to gain more, but also lose some things. Such beauty may be unique to this era.

After Lin Lou finished filling out the basic information, he also planned to come up with some artistic words of blessing like they did, but he always felt like something was missing and couldn't come up with anything.

Ah, it looks like I can only be a copyist. Linlou thought for a moment and began to write, "Parting always happens in July, memories are the sorrow of longing, the weeping willows of Shuimu Qinghua, kissing my forehead..."

"Some stories have not been told to an end, so let it be. Those feelings have become hard to distinguish between true and false in the passage of time... Fortunately, we once had the spring and autumn, the winter and summer with you all... Let's go our separate ways like this, towards different horizons..."

"Wow, quite poetic and with a good sense of rhythm. If it were set to music and sung while playing the guitar, it would definitely be great." The other roommates gathered around Lin and savored these lyrics.

Now they have all settled in their jobs and fulfilled their own wishes. Huang Yaxiang went to the design institute in Shenzhen, Yin Mingsong returned to the Northeast, Ma Yong went to the design institute in the provincial capital of his hometown, Su Zhongming, Xing Ruhua, and Wen Xuansi stayed in Beijing. Xing Ruhua can finally rest assured, as he and Pan Hong are about to get married as soon as they graduate.

Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing are expected to get married earlier. Lin Lou plans to get married right after graduation, while Xing Ruhua has to report to her new unit first and then go through the marriage registration process, so it's not as convenient as Lin Lou's situation.

Zheng Weiming has the opportunity to study abroad and further his education overseas. Compared to what he remembers, the school where this future academic is studying abroad is better than the original one in history, and perhaps his future achievements will be even higher.

It's good that he still needs some time to process the procedures for going abroad, so he should still be able to make it to Xing Ruhua and Linlou's wedding. When Linlou goes abroad in the future, he can also go and visit him.

When Wenxuan brought back the photos and the memorial album, it was already late. After Lin Lou posted the photos and returned the memorial album, asking for their help to fill in their own memorial album, it was time to turn off the lights and go to sleep.

Lin Lou lay on the long-unseen dormitory bed. No one felt like falling asleep right away, so they started chatting, reminiscing about the good times in the past, looking forward to the future, and expressing the regrets of their university years.

The most regrettable thing is naturally about dating. Although the school prohibits students from dating, everyone more or less has their own crush. They usually dare not express their feelings, but as graduation approaches, they finally can't hold back and start to confide in their roommates.

"Zhongming, I remember you were also assigned to a unit in Beijing to learn the piano, right? What else do you have to worry about? Find a chance in the next few days to ask her out and see what she thinks. If it works out, I estimate I'll be attending your wedding next year!"

"Yaxiang is feeling frustrated. He's going to Shenzhen, and Malu is going back to Inner Mongolia. You two are really going to be far apart! Even if you write letters, it would take at least half a month for them to reach each other, right? I think you should forget about it. Just find someone in Shenzhen, or better yet, let Xiaolou introduce someone to you, and marry a Hong Kong girl."

"As long as we have each other in our hearts, distance is never a problem. Now the whole country is focused on Shenzhen, and many people are willing to give up their jobs to go there. I'll write to her first and once I settle down in Shenzhen, I'll persuade her to quit her job and come to Shenzhen to be with me!" Huang Yaxiang didn't think there was anything wrong with this. In his mind, their relationship could withstand any test."

Talking and chatting, I didn't realize when I fell asleep. In the morning, everyone changed into their most beautiful clothes and went to the campus to take photos in high spirits.

"I remember when we just started school, we took photos together like this, right? Thinking about these things feels like they just happened yesterday. Unconsciously, five years have passed already!"

This time, there are many more people compared to when we were freshmen. We met new friends on campus and invited them to join us. We walked together through the campus landmarks such as the Gongzi Hall, Shuimu Tsinghua, and Lotus Pond, leaving behind precious memories.

First take a solo photo, then take a group photo with a few good friends. With some boldness, take a couple of pictures with your girlfriend in the last moments. Now that graduation is imminent and work is already secured, even if the teachers at school see it, they will just smile.

Soon, it's time for the graduation defense. Other students are still quite nervous, after all, this directly relates to whether they can successfully obtain their degree certificates. Fortunately, the school has excellent teaching quality, and the instructors are also dedicated. The Department of Architecture has not had any students fail in their thesis or graduation design defense.

At this moment, the last burden evaporated into thin air. Everyone can now enjoy the farewell dinner without worries. Many people got drunk, some were crying in the arms of their classmates, and others had the courage to confess to their long-time crushes. Surprisingly, one girl actually agreed, as it turned out she had known his feelings all along and had already fallen for him.

After the collective farewell dinner, everyone started to gather and drink privately again. In front of the dormitory building for the graduates, almost every day there were students getting drunk, and the building management had long been accustomed to it. This kind of situation happens every year.

The last period of time in college is carefree, but it's a pity that the good times are always so short. After receiving the graduation and degree certificates, everyone will gradually start reporting to their respective workplaces.

The procedure at Lin Building was quite relaxed. As soon as I received my graduation certificate, degree certificate, and employment permit, I went straight upstairs to complete the formalities for joining the company. After completing the formalities, the first thing I did was to ask the leader for help in obtaining a marriage certificate.

With this, he can go with Yu Bingbing to get the marriage certificate. Most of the leaders in the Architecture Department have met Yu Bingbing in the courtyard and know about their relationship. They agreed with a smile, "No problem, I'll make sure to help you get it done as quickly as possible. I've been looking forward to toasting to your wedding for a long time."
Chapter 487 Honeymoon Trip

Before this, the two families had already been in contact and discussed several times. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying had been to Beijing a few times, and Yu Jishan and Fang Shuqin also went to Haidong Province. Everything about the wedding process had been discussed and settled, just waiting for Lin Lou to graduate.

Nowadays, before registering for marriage at the Civil Affairs Department, it is necessary to obtain a "certificate of marital status". Then both parties need to personally apply for marriage registration at the marriage registration authority in the location of either party's household registration to complete the marriage registration.

Yubingbing has been working for a year, and he had already made arrangements with his unit leaders in advance. At the same time, the construction department also did not cause any trouble for him, so they quickly obtained their "marriage status certificates" and were able to go to get married.

When they applied for the marriage certificate, they brought along each other's household registration book, company certification, as well as a black and white half-body photo of the couple. Currently, the Civil Affairs Bureau does not offer photography services, so they had to prepare these on their own in advance.

They went inside and waited in line for a while, and then it was their turn. After verifying their information, the staff started writing their marriage certificate by hand. The current marriage certificate looks similar to an award certificate, with a golden-red border made up of national emblem, peony, rice ear, and other elements. In the middle, there is a space for filling in the information.

The marriage certificate has four red characters at the top, followed by the certificate number, and then their information: Name: Linlou, Gender: Male, Age: 23, Native Place: Nanjiang City, Haidong Province; Name: Yubingbing, Gender: Female, Age: 23, Native Place: Beijing, voluntarily married, after examination in accordance with the provisions of the Marriage Law of the People's Republic of China, this certificate is issued.

Then there is the date and official seal. The standard text is already printed, but personal information such as the date and identification number needs to be filled in by hand on site. It can be frustrating if the staff member has messy handwriting.

Fortunately, the staff at the Civil Affairs Bureau has practiced good calligraphy, the written words are generous, gentle, and beautiful, which makes Lin and Yu very satisfied.

"Why does this look like a certificate? Is this to reward us for completing another important task together?" Lin glanced curiously at the completed marriage certificate, noticing that it was indeed different from the familiar little red book.

"I'm telling you, with this certificate, the two of us are now legally married. You don't have to go back tonight, right?" Lin Lou said jokingly.

"I'm not worried about much, just concerned that my dad might bring security guards to break your legs. It wouldn't look good for you to attend the wedding with a cane, right?" Although they were already legally married, according to tradition, they still had to wait until after the wedding to move in together, so Linlou would just have to wait a few more days.

Ah, it took me five years to have the chance to be reborn. Isn't it too unfair for me, the reborn one? And I got married right after graduation. It seems like not many reborn people got married as early as I did. They are all happily embracing the harem, while I'm hanging myself on a tree like no one else. But for Linlou, beauties and such are just fleeting clouds, drawing is his true love.

Moreover, speaking of it, Yu Bingbing has a great figure and attractive appearance. In Beijing dialect, we would say she is very good-looking. She's just as good as those celebrities!

Working at a school has its advantages. Every year, there are two long breaks for winter and summer vacation. Utilizing this time to prepare for the wedding is much more relaxed and comfortable compared to other workplaces. Additionally, Linlou is wealthy and Yu Bingbing's family has status, so many things don't require their attention as everything is arranged properly by others.

On the auspicious day, Linlou, along with Linqiao and a group of classmates, headed to Yu's house in a grand manner. Nowadays, there weren't as many unexpected mishaps, and after a bit of excitement, they invited Yubingbing to join, then had a meal and drinks to celebrate. The two then got on the wedding car and drove into the alley.

After finishing business in Beijing, he returned to Nanjiang City for another bustling event. The wedding was not held in the city center, but in the ancestral home of Qianhu Village. Yu Bingbing followed the local customs to pay respects to Linlou's parents and grandparents by serving them tea. Afterwards, a banquet was set up in the village, and Linlou got drunk again.

After the wedding, Linlou and Yu Bingbing stayed in the village for a few days to accompany their grandparents. When they leisurely strolled around the nearby area, it was apparent that the living standards in Qianhu Village were much better than in the surrounding villages.

That is because Linlou and Chen Dejiang's joint venture tile factory has employed many young people from the village. They work outside, earn money, and send it back home to build houses. Although so far no one has been able to build a three-room house like Linlou, brick houses are no longer a problem, and they stand in stark contrast to the surrounding earthen houses.

The house in the rural areas is a clear sign. You can tell how well a family is doing by the appearance of their house. It's clear that the young people in Qianhu Village are doing well, as there are many matchmakers from the surrounding villages who are constantly coming to introduce potential partners to the young people who are working outside. As a result, there are indeed a few successful matches.

They stayed for a few days, then the newlyweds went to accompany their parents in Nanjiang City for two days before leaving. Instead of returning to Beijing, they went to Shanghai, visited Yu Jichuan at the Youth League Committee's new office building, and rested at the Maler Villa for one night. The next day at noon, they boarded a flight to Hong Kong as they prepared to go abroad for their honeymoon.

The last time they visited the United States, and Japan is too close so they can go anytime in the future, so Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing chose to have their honeymoon in Northern Europe. Yu Bingbing is very interested in the mermaid legend and Grieg's symphony, while Lin Lou wants to see the works of architectural masters such as Alvar Aalto, Johan Wuornos, and Asplund.

After the Second World War, with the stability of society, the accumulation of wealth, and the rapid development of new technologies, architectural trends became very active. Nordic architecture entered a prosperous period, forming a style of architecture that is warm, simple, natural, and emphasizes functionality and environmental beauty. This period also saw the emergence of a group of outstanding architects, such as E.G. Asplund from Sweden and A. Aalto from Finland.

The Stockholm Exhibition building, built in 1930, was a turning point in Nordic modern architecture. A group of young architects led by Asplund took the exhibition building as a model and vigorously promoted functionalism, advocated social reform, called for solving housing difficulties, and promoting new materials. They predicted that a new era of architecture was about to come.

The works of Asplund are rigorous, concise, powerful, rich in cultural atmosphere, with a warm scale and exquisite details, and have had a great influence on modern architecture in Northern Europe.

The genius architect Alvar Aalto then repeatedly demonstrated his masterpieces, with the Viipuri Library and Paimio Sanatorium, both completed in the early 1930s, showing a high level of skill.

In the late 1950s, Alvar Aalto designed the Cultural House and the Main Building of the Helsinki University of Technology in Finland, integrating the strengths of Nordic architecture. He demonstrated the spatial, material, light and shadow, intimacy, and rational form of architecture with skilled and refined techniques, thus becoming a representative work of Nordic modernist architecture. As a result, Aalto became a renowned world architectural master.

Alvar Aalto is also an outstanding furniture designer. The development of chairs from simple four legs to three legs, Y-shaped legs, and other diverse shapes began with Aalto.

In order to design innovative furniture, he and his wife conducted a five-year-long experiment on wood bending, leading to a revolutionary structural design for furniture. This innovation gave rise to the creation of beautiful furniture with curved lines made from traditional Finnish birch wood, embodying both aesthetics and comfort in a Nordic style, and has been passed down through generations.

Until the era when Lin Lou traveled back in time, the ARTEK furniture company founded by Alvar Aalto continued to uphold his style and held an important position in the international market.

Great architect as they were, it was natural for them, like Lin Lou, to avoid missing out. Therefore, after a brief visit to Paris, they went to Denmark to see the famous Little Mermaid sculpture, then traveled through the Baltic Sea to Norway and Sweden, before finally arriving in Alvar Aalto's hometown, Finland.

Alvar Aalto's works cover a wide range, including large public buildings and small one-bedroom apartments. This time, Lin Lou chose a small house designed by Aalto as his temporary residence in Helsinki, the capital of Finland.

Finland is located in Northern Europe, known for its abundant timber and being the top copper producer in Europe. Alvar Aalto took advantage of this in his designs, reflecting the characteristics of wood in the exterior cladding and interior decoration of the buildings. Copper is used for embellishment, showcasing delicate details.

The architectural style is calm and steady, often using thick brick walls for structure, and the doors and windows are appropriately arranged. His works are not flamboyant, not luxurious, and do not follow Western fashion trends, creating a unique national style with distinct personality.

The architectural layout is flexible and user-friendly, with structural components cleverly transformed into exquisite decorations. The architectural form is graceful, and the spatial design is lively and dynamic, creating a sense of space that is not only simply flowing but also continuously extending, growing, and changing. It also makes use of natural terrain, blending in beautiful scenery, and featuring a simple and pure style.

While this house may not be as luxurious as a fancy hotel, living here is definitely comfortable. Staying here, you can enjoy great comfort for both your body and mind.

“This kind of house is really suitable for living! In recent years, many people have become wealthy, but when they build houses, they often only pursue an appearance of luxury, making people immediately think that the owner of this house must be rich! They overlook the comfort of living. I have also visited such houses, and always feel that they are not suitable for living!” Yu Bingbing also is very satisfied with this house.

"The differences are due to the different stages of economic development! Our country has just started to develop, so the opinions of others are important to us! In contrast, the Nordic countries have already gone through this stage and are more focused on self-enjoyment. Additionally, most Finns have social anxiety and rarely engage in meaningless social activities unless necessary, so showing off with houses is out of the question!"

"So, building a house in a simpler and more comfortable way has become their pursuit, perhaps this can also be considered a return to basics! When the economic development level of our country reaches a certain point in the future, perhaps people at that time will build houses like them, no longer concerned with how others perceive it, but focusing on their own preferences and comfort."

During the period when Linlou was experiencing soaring housing prices and difficulty in purchasing land, not many people could build houses according to their own preferences. However, in terms of interior decoration, many had already done so. They no longer focused on the reception function of the living room, instead treating the space as their own area for fitness, leisure, and entertainment, and personalized the decoration according to their preferences as much as possible.

Shu Shufu spent a day comfortably in the small house designed by Alvar Aalto, then they started exploring and searching for the classic buildings left by Aalto while having fun.

Alvar Aalto has passed away, but his legacy can be seen everywhere in Finland. Pulling out a fifty mark Finnish banknote from the pocket, the front of the note bears the portrait of Aalto, while the back features his classic work, the Finlandia Hall.

So Lin Lou's first stop was chosen here. The Finlandia Hall is located on the shore of the Toolonlahti Bay in downtown Helsinki. This modern and multifunctional building resembles a giant white piano quietly leaning against the lake, with its sleek lines reflected in the water like a beautiful landscape painting.

Then there are the Finlandia Hall in Helsinki, the Helsinki University of Technology, and so on. In addition, the two also visited the Helsinki University of Technology, the University of Art and Design Helsinki, and the Helsinki School of Economics. After the 21st century, these three schools merged and the new school was named after Alvar Aalto.

After visiting Helsinki, they went to other cities in Finland for sightseeing, including the Viipuri Library and Paimio Sanatorium. These two works are classics from Alvar Aalto's first creative period, known as the "white period," characterized by simple and white exteriors, with occasional vibrant colors on balcony railings. The buildings are adorned with local wood materials on their exteriors, and feature free-form interiors.

Then there is the representative work of the red period, the Sanatori Selo City Hall, and the Sananjo City Government Center in the second white period, the church in Imatra, the Karelia residence, the Orivesi Cultural Center, the auditorium of the OtaNimeni Technical School, and so on.

That day, Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing planned to go to the outskirts to visit another classic work of Alvar Aalto, but they saw a rare gathering of Finnish people on the roadside, seemingly something had happened.

In Finland, where people are required to maintain a distance of at least one meter while queuing, such a situation is quite rare. Therefore, Lin Lou asked the tour guide to stop the car and went to inquire about it.

Walking into the crowd, he saw a few colleagues carrying drawing boards and brushes like him. They were looking up at a Finnish notice posted on the wall, asking the guide for help with translation. Lin became interested after hearing this and thought, "I think I can join in on this too!"

"Mr. Littmann, can you help me register as well?" Linlou said to the tour guide.
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There will be a music festival here shortly. Due to its unique geographical environment and economic conditions, folk and metal music are very popular in Northern Europe, and various music festivals are often held here. This time, Linlou and his friends are going to attend.

Lin Lou pondered that there might be several reasons for the development of Nordic music. First, the harsh climate and short daylight hours in the Nordic region, combined with a sparse population and the generally introverted nature of the local people, easily fosters artistic creativity.

Next, Nordic people are extremely passionate about nature, and their innate love for "nature, pristine environment" is reflected in their natural style that matches the icy and snowy landscapes and the piercing cold winds, as well as heavy metal music. Moreover, Nordic people have plenty of money and time, so when they are idle and bored, they enjoy engaging in art, buying musical instruments, and arranging venues without any issue.

Moreover, they have ample opportunities to receive music education while studying, making it easy for them to understand music theory and play musical instruments at a young age. The religious environment is also relatively liberal, as young people in the Nordic countries commonly harbor a rebellious attitude towards Christianity, with heavy metal music becoming an important form of their anti-religious expression.

Finally, low-density communities also provide convenience for band rehearsals. In such sparsely populated areas, households are so far apart from each other that no matter how you play solo or drums, the neighbors next door won't protest. If this were in a densely populated city, it's likely that the neighbors would call the police after just a few beats.

In such an environment, many excellent bands have emerged in the Nordic region, and even a new style of music - Viking metal, has been nurtured. In addition, there are also very famous bands in the fields of gothic metal, death metal, black metal, etc. From the earliest ABBA, to the later national treasure-level Finnish band Nightwish, there are a considerable number of fans worldwide.

This is a wasteland area with no signs of human habitation, and the flat terrain makes it a perfect venue for a music festival. However, it also brings about a new issue, that is the need to build a temporary stage.

Alvar Aalto, a great architect from Finland who was also very wealthy, would not casually build a usable stage that would satisfy the organizers and audience of a music festival. They have higher aspirations and want this temporary stage to meet the needs of the bands' performances while also having a certain artistic value!

“The atmosphere of the Woodstock music festival is great, the bands performing are also fantastic, but the stage is too ordinary, filled with the boredom of the industrial age, lacking any artistic charm, which is totally unworthy of the bands performing and the large audience below; compared to Woodstock, our music festival may be smaller in scale, have fewer attendees, and the bands may not be as famous, but our audience is equally enthusiastic and the band performances are equally brilliant.”

Leif Littman, a Finn, is an outlier among his peers. Not only does he not have social anxiety, but he also enjoys talking. Without his outgoing personality, he probably wouldn't have become a tour guide - a job that individuals with social anxiety disorder wouldn't be able to handle.

"Mr. Lin, Finland is the birthplace of great architects like Alvar Aalto. If the stage design of the music festival is as unremarkable as Woodstock, it would be very disappointing!" When dealing with the United States, the thoughts of many old Europeans are mostly the same.

On the one hand, we envy the strong economic strength of the United States, but on the other hand, we reject the culture created by Americans. Unfortunately, this doesn't matter much. Hollywood movies still dominate the world, and the music of stars like Elvis Presley and Michael Jackson continues to conquer waves of young people in Europe.

Even in the field of architecture, masters such as Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, although born in Europe, many of their classic works are located in the United States. Alvar Aalto is no exception, as he also created the dormitories for the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the United States.

The notice that Lin Lou just asked Leti Manning to translate is about this matter. The organizers of the music industry are inviting all architects or architectural design enthusiasts who see this notice to submit temporary stage design proposals. The winner will receive a prize of 100,000 Finnish marks and the honor of having their name left at the music festival.

The exchange rate of the Finnish mark is neither high nor low, with one US dollar being able to exchange for about five Finnish marks. This prize money is equivalent to around 20,000 US dollars, and for a temporary stage design, this price is already not low.

If Cui Jian and the others were to know, they would surely be envious. They work so hard to make so little money performing at Maxim's Restaurant. It's even more difficult to organize a concert, but others can easily throw out twenty thousand dollars to play with.

"Sir, are you also interested in participating in this competition? Oh, I almost forgot, you are originally an architect!" Littman also realized that only an architect would come all the way to specifically see Altho's work. Do Chinese people understand rock music? Are there any famous bands there? Can he do a good stage design for the music festival?

"Yes, although I have always been designing permanent buildings such as libraries, airports, stadiums, office buildings, and hotels, it wouldn't hurt to occasionally try designing temporary structures! Besides, I have been admiring Mr. Aalto's works everywhere recently, which has given me a lot of inspiration. So, seeing this opportunity, I definitely want to give it a try!"

It has to be said, it's been a long time since I did any work. I do feel a bit itchy to work. This kind of competition has a more relaxed environment and allows for more creative freedom. In a sense, it's much more enjoyable than purely commercial bidding. Plus, I can earn back the honeymoon expenses. In that case, why not?

"The competition this time is not restricted, anyone who wants to participate can do so. You just need to go to the organizing committee to register, then submit your work before the deadline. The committee's experts will review whether the work can be realized, and then all the approved renderings will be displayed. Bands and audience planning to participate in the music festival will vote, and the one with the most votes will be the winner!" Litemanning explained the rules to him.

"Since you are interested, I will help you register!" Since the client is interested, Litmann naturally wants to accommodate. He walked up to the registration tent, and just like the others in line, stood about a meter away from the person in front of him. After a short wait, he returned with a registration form for Lin Lou to fill out.

After filling it out, I submitted it, and the registration work was considered complete! Then Linlou and Litemaning walked around the site, took a few photos, sketched a few drawings, recorded the situation of the site, and then left.

I followed the planned route and went to a farther place to visit another artwork by Alvaro. I came back with a full harvest.

"If we're going to participate in the competition, should we change our schedule? Are we not going to Turku tomorrow?" On the way back, Yu Bingbing asked. In her opinion, creating things takes time, and Linlou might not have time to continue visiting other cities.

"It's no problem, it's just a small task! And I don't need to provide detailed designs, I just need to come up with the creative concept, and a specialized company will take care of the other work!" The registration form stated clearly that participants only need to present the rendering, and the company responsible for stage construction will handle the implementation.

I suppose this is also to cater to those who are not professionally trained. You can let them sketch a rough outline, but when it comes to calculating the structure and analyzing the force situation, they probably won't be able to do it.

The threshold should be lowered slightly so that everyone will be enthusiastic to participate! Otherwise, it will be a bit embarrassing to have spent so much effort organizing this competition, only to have a few people sign up in the end.

"I already have ideas in my mind now. After I come back from Tulkou, I will spend one or two hours painting in the evening, which should be enough. It won't affect our schedule at all. We will continue to Tulkou tomorrow!"

Turku is the second largest seaport and an important industrial base in Finland. It is the capital of the Turku-Pori region and is also known as Åbo. It is located on the southwest coast near the Bay of Bothnia, 170 kilometers away from Helsinki, which is just a three-hour drive. Originally, their plan was to spend two days here.

Turku's most famous ancient sites are undoubtedly the medieval castle and cathedral. The castle and cathedral are both located on the banks of the Aura River, with the castle situated at the mouth of the Aura River downstream and the cathedral in the city center upstream, facing the castle from a distance.

The ancient and majestic castle is built with stacked rocks, soaring over a dozen floors high. Its towering outer walls, unadorned, bear the marks of weathering through the years. Built in 1280, this castle is one of the best-preserved large castles in Northern Europe.

Nowadays, it has become a famous scenic spot in Finland. The staff dress in medieval costumes to welcome visitors from all over the world according to the customs of the time. The top floor of the castle has two grand halls where banquets are often held, namely the King's Hall and the Queen's Hall. Guards stand on duty holding long spears and wearing helmets, and there are also attendants in classical national costumes serving the guests, creating a medieval atmosphere.

In addition to these two medieval buildings, what makes Toulouse most distinctive is the large number of museums. The city also has the reputation of being the "city of museums", and Linlou and Yubingbing are most interested in two of them.

A museum of Finnish design, established in 1873, it houses a collection of renowned Finnish industrial, fashion, and graphic design works, making it one of the earliest museums in the world dedicated to visual design.

In the museum, there were also plenty of Alvar Aalto's works. Lin saw many original sketches of Aalto's designs, as well as furniture and architectural models. After going around, he did gain a lot.

The other is the Sibelius Museum, dedicated to Jean Sibelius, a famous Finnish composer and important representative of late Romantic and Nationalist music. He initially studied the violin and music theory, graduated from the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, and later pursued further studies in Berlin and Vienna.

His music works embody intense patriotic sentiments and strong national characteristics, including symphonic poem "Finlandia," seven symphonies, four symphonic legends ("The Swan of Tuonela"), violin concerto, symphonic poem "Karelia" (i.e., "Kalevala"), "Valse triste" (theatrical music), string quartet, and music for Shakespeare's play "The Tempest." Additionally, he has produced a large number of songs, piano pieces, and more.

Like Alvar Aalto, this proud Finn also enjoyed the privilege of having his portrait printed on banknotes. The 100 Finnish markka banknote features Sibelius on the front and a swan on the back.

In the midst of a quaint architecture, this modern building, constructed with reinforced steel and concrete, and surrounded by large glass panels, stands out conspicuously. The museum was designed by architect Beekman and encompasses two levels.

The first floor is completely underground, reflecting a major characteristic of Finnish architecture. The museum contains exhibition halls, a music hall, viewing rooms, lecture halls, a library, research rooms, conference rooms, storage rooms, and offices. The Tampere University's Music Department is also located here, giving the building a multifunctional nature with a museum, a music hall, and an educational institution.

Yubingbing is very fond of music. She once practiced Sibelius's Violin Concerto in D minor and was very excited to visit the musician's museum to earnestly listen to the guide's explanations about Sibelius's life experiences and the emotional state during the creation of these compositions.

After visiting the museum, the two people also tasted the local cuisine. Turku has a snack called Gewari, which is also known as Finnish fish sushi.

It uses marinated raw fish slices instead of the traditional rice in Japanese sushi rolls, wrapped with potatoes, cream, and coriander. The processed fish skin has a delicious taste and a rich texture, combined with the delicate texture of the ingredients inside, truly making it a great combination.

And the local ice cream is also very unique. Lin was a bit curious at first why people like to eat ice cream in such a cold place. But when he thought of the popular "Ma Di Er" popsicles in Harbin, he stopped saying anything.

After leisurely spending two days at Turku, the two of them returned to Helsinki and went back to the small house designed by Alvar Aalto.

The deadline for the competition is almost here. Linlou finally started working. After coming back, he freshened up, took out paper and pen, and sat at the desk to start drawing. Yu Bingbing watched for a while, possibly tired from the journey, and went to bed early to rest.

The next morning when she woke up, the completed design rendering was already placed on the desk. Yue Bingbing curiously walked over and was stunned at the sight, "The style of this design seems very different from your previous ones! It's like... a bit..."

"It's a bit too exciting and unconventional, isn't it? But music festivals are always very passionate events, and this time, the performing bands include well-known gothic metal and death metal bands, so I think this plan is the most suitable! We will definitely win the championship in this competition!" Linlou seemed full of confidence.

Thank you for the support from "落叶情思89", "ImDuke", and "寂寞的刺球".
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"Thinking back to the music of those bands before, it does match this style quite well. Although I can appreciate the charm of this kind of music, I still don't quite like it. It's hard to imagine that these musicians are from the same country as Sibelius!" These days, Linlou has been preparing for the competition and bought some records of Nordic metal bands to listen to, but Yubingbing doesn't like them very much.

She still prefers some more traditional or classical style of music, and at most can accept pop music or folk songs, metal rock is indeed a bit too hard for her.

"Cui Jian and Mr. He Zhanhao are both Chinese, but their music is quite different! Therefore, it is normal for a country to produce different styles of music!" He Zhanhao is one of the composers of the violin concerto "The Butterfly Lovers," a piece which Yu Bingbing also enjoys.

"Great, let's go. If we're any later, we won't make it in time for the competition deadline!" After breakfast, Lin packed up the entry form and the visual effects, and together with Yu Bingbing, headed to the music festival venue.

The venue was still empty today, with fewer people than last time. However, outside the tent, some people had already started lining up. The queue followed the Finnish style, with at least one meter of distance maintained between each person. Linlou also followed suit, standing at the end of the line with a one-meter distance from the person in front of him.

When a pair of Asian men and women also joined the line, the other participants were very curious. Has the influence of our music festival reached this level? Even a temporary stage design competition has foreign architects coming to participate?

Even though they both wanted to start a conversation, their long-standing habits and fear of social interaction made them suppress the impulse, and no one came over. They just observed each other out of the corner of their eyes.

This makes Lin Lou feel very uncomfortable. If it were in the U.S., everyone would probably be chatting happily in line. Fortunately, there aren't too many contestants, and the efficiency of the staff in the tent is relatively high, so this boring wait didn't last long, and Lin Lou was able to go in and submit his work.

Inside the tent, several judges sat at the top. The one in the center had the iconic long hair and large beard of a Nordic metal musician, making him look like a Nordic pirate from the 20th century. The person next to him seemed polite and scholarly, likely an expert in architecture, while the last person wore a worker's jacket, possibly responsible for constructing the temporary stage.

Lin Lou now understood. The roles of the three judges should be as follows: the one dressed as a metal musician is the organizer of the concert, while the other two analyze the proposals from the perspective of architectural and construction aspects.

"Thank you very much for participating in this competition," Although he looks like a Viking pirate, the organizer named Leikning spoke very gently. He took Linlou's registration form and looked at it, as curious as the other participants just now. "An architect from China? How did you come up with the idea of participating in such a competition?"

"Sorry, I didn't mean anything else. I was just curious since the distance between China and Finland is really far!" Leikening was afraid that Linlou might misunderstand, so he quickly added.

"It's like this, my wife and I just got married and chose Scandinavia as our honeymoon destination to Finland to admire the works of Mr. Aalto! Then a few days ago, on the way to the outskirts to admire Mr. Aalto's works, we saw a completely different scene here from other places in Finland, so we came over out of curiosity and discovered this competition."

"Although I have done some architectural designs before, such as sports stadiums, libraries, office buildings, airports, and flagship stores, they were all permanent structures. I have never designed a temporary structure like this before! And I feel that the stage design for a rock music festival is a very unique job, where one can materialize many wild imaginations that cannot be realized elsewhere, so I came for it!"

"Mr. Lin, hello," the courteous middle-aged man looked at the registration form and struggled a little to read the surname Linlou, "I am Professor Jukka-Vilinin from the Department of Architecture at the Helsinki School of Art and Design. You mentioned earlier that you have designed large projects such as sports stadiums, libraries, and even airports? But according to the form you filled out, you are only twenty-three years old this year, aren't you?"

Verinin became even more curious after hearing Lin's introduction. He is already over 40 years old and has never designed a sports stadium or an airport. He is only 23, how could he have such an opportunity?

"My situation is a bit special. In my freshman year of college, I had the opportunity to meet Mr. I. M. Pei by chance and assisted him in the design work for the Beijing Xiangshan Hotel project. Perhaps due to this experience, I gained opportunities to participate in other projects, competitions, and the Venice Architecture Biennale, where I received some small honors, leading to even more opportunities for me."

"Although I am only 23 years old, if we count back, I have been working in architectural design for five years already!" At the age of 23, for other architects, this age might just be when they are graduating from university. However, Linlou has already completed more than ten projects.

"Mr. I. M. Pei? Venice Architecture Biennale?" These keywords made Yukka Verrinin think of something, and she lowered her head to re-examine the English name filled in the form. Finally, she remembered, "Ah, you are Mr. Linlou, who won the Golden Lion Award at the 1982 Venice Architecture Biennale for the design of the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin Radfarnse?"

He stood up directly, a winner of the Gold Lion Award and the Gold Award of the American Institute of Architects, worthy of such respect. This is the instinct of an architect, like a physics professor meeting a winner of the Wolf Prize, surely giving respect second only to meeting a Nobel Prize winner, otherwise it would be too impolite.

The metal musician Leckoning and the construction team leader Casper Letovara on the side were a bit confused. They are not insiders and do not understand why Yuka Virinin is so excited.

"Mr. Lin is a talented architect who has emerged in the international architecture scene in recent years. Although he is still young, his designs are very creative and have won numerous international awards!" Yuka quickly helped to give a brief introduction of Mr. Lin's situation, and the two of them stood up as well.

After shaking hands, he sat down again, still in a state of excitement. "I really didn't expect you to come to Finland, let alone to participate in such a small competition."

In this situation, it's like a small place hosting an amateur football game, and then Lionel Messi suddenly shows up to play. It really makes them feel at a loss, thinking, "This is not a place where someone of your stature should be!"

"Finland is Mr. Aalto's hometown. As a professional in the construction industry, if given the chance, I would definitely want to come and take a look!" Lin's response made them very happy. After all, Finland is a small country, and Aalto, Sibelius and others can be said to be among the few sources of pride in their history. Now, encountering a foreign architect who respects Aalto so much, they are naturally proud."

"I don't know how long you will be staying in Helsinki? Maybe I'm being a bit presumptuous, but it would be a shame to miss out because of too many hesitations. If you have the time, would you be able to come to Helsinki Art and Design University to give a speech for us?" Verinen asked.

Finland, though economically developed, has a sparse population and its geographical location is somewhat remote. Since the passing of Aalto, it has become very difficult to attract top international architects to come and visit for exchanges. Now, we finally have a big shot visiting, despite being a little younger and less experienced. Winning the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects are no small achievements.

"It's my honor, and I also very much hope to be able to exchange ideas with the Finnish architects!" This win-win situation naturally delighted Lin.

The Helsinki University of Art and Design has invited him to give a speech, which could provide valuable networking opportunities and exposure to the latest architectural design concepts. Additionally, through this, Lin Lou can also spread his own architectural design ideas and expand his influence in the international architectural community. If in the future, a young architect is influenced by him and becomes a master, it would also be a great thing for him.

The so-called qualifications, prestige and influence are all accumulated in this way. For architects, while works are important, awards are equally essential. However, speeches and communication also play a very important role. The more one speaks, the more people listen. Naturally, people will be influenced and help expand their own ideas.

More practical, speeches like this have appearance fees to be collected. For an award-winning architect like him, the appearance fee is not low. In addition, there are also benefits such as accommodation and airfare.

So, why refuse such a good opportunity? If a college or an architectural design unit invites Lin Lou to give a speech, he would generally accept unless there are special circumstances!

"That's fantastic!" Verinin exclaimed excitedly as he rubbed his hands. He hadn't expected to participate in such a small event in his spare time and yet still achieve an unexpected gain. As he spoke, he started to stand up. "I'll go and inform the school right away, and then discuss the arrangements for the seminar. Regardless of any requests you may have, we will do our best to accommodate them."

If Alvar Aalto were still alive, he certainly wouldn't be so excited. With this master in charge, Finnish architectural design also has a prominent reputation internationally. However, Aalto passed away nearly ten years ago, and his influence is gradually fading. It is becoming increasingly difficult for students in Finland's architecture department to listen to the lecture of the master.

It's not easy to come across someone like this now. Although he may not be a master at the moment, he has already shown great promise. They won't want to miss this kind of opportunity for sure.

"Cough, cough, Professor Verinen!" Even though it was quite out of character for a Finn, Leikonen couldn't help but interrupt them. There are still so many pieces waiting to be reviewed. What are we going to do if you leave?

"Ah, I'm really sorry, I got a little too excited!" Verining suddenly remembered that he still had some important matters to attend to. With an apologetic look at Mr. Lin, he continued, "Mr. Lin, I'm afraid I'll have to wait until I have some time to rest before I can make that call. Could you please tell me your address and phone number?"

After Linlou passes the review, he can leave. However, he still needs to work here for a while. Naturally, he cannot keep Linlou waiting here for too long.

"No problem! I happen to live in Mr. Arto's works, I believe you must know this place!" Linlou wrote down his address and contact information.

"The house is very comfortable, I have stayed there before! It's not far from the school either. What are your plans this afternoon? Maybe we can make a formal visit before dinner and then take you to taste the local cuisine in Helsinki?" Väinö was eager to finalize this as soon as possible.

"No need to be in such a hurry. I will be staying in Finland for a while. After all, Mr. Alvar Aalto has produced so many works, and each one is worth studying carefully!" Lin Lou responded politely.

And finally, we can return to the main topic and begin reviewing the design proposal for Lin Building. Verining took the drawings and hesitated before opening them. If the design for Lin Building is outstanding and wins the grand prize in the competition, it would be a win-win situation, and it would certainly become a good story to tell.

But this competition is not judged by experts, it's the musicians and fans who will vote. The feelings of ordinary people and experts towards architectural design are quite different. If Lin's building unfortunately loses, it would be embarrassing!

"Mr. Lin, the rules for this competition are quite unusual. The final decision on the awards won't be made by me, nor by Mr. Raikkonen and Mr. Lehto, but by..." Veirinen quickly explained.

"For these music fans, the intricacies of architectural design may not be their primary concern. What matters to them is whether the stage is cool enough and if it fits the atmosphere of the rock music festival..." Leckoning now also understood and hastily chimed in.

"Ah, a true rock music festival should be like this, right? I designed it according to this principle!" Linlou seemed full of confidence.

Seeing that he was unwilling to accept persuasion, Verinin and Lekonin became even more entangled. What should they do? Should they exclude all the works that could threaten him? Not to mention that doing so would be against the principle of justice, the key point is that many works had already been approved before Linlou came in.

And there are indeed several very eye-catching ones inside, which can attract the votes of those music fans at a glance.

With an extremely conflicted mood, Verining slowly unfolded the layout design of the forest pavilion, with Laikuning and Latovara craning their necks to take a look.

When the entire rendering was presented in front of them, all three of them opened their mouths in shock. Without being able to hold back his excitement, Lekoning exclaimed, "Cool! This is so rock and roll!"
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Back at Alvar's cabin, soon after, the people from University of Arts, Design and Architecture Helsinki arrived as scheduled. They communicated with Linlou about the timing and process of the speech. Taking into consideration Linlou's schedule, as well as the time needed for setting up the venue, publicity, and promotion, the speech was scheduled for Sunday afternoon, which also happened to be Linlou's last day in Finland.

The selection of the music festival proposal and the construction of the temporary stage have been completed at this time, and the performance will officially begin. This means that Lin will be able to end this honeymoon trip and return home without regrets after watching the performance and giving another speech.

"We will pick you up at nine o'clock on Sunday morning, is that okay with you? Then we will visit the Helsinki University of Art and Design together, have lunch at the school, and give a speech in the afternoon!" With the details of this day sorted out, this matter can be considered completely settled.

Then they took Lin Lou to a long-established Finnish restaurant to start tasting Finnish cuisine. First was the Karelian Pies, a kind of pastry that originated from the Karelia region in eastern Finland, which is also the mysterious birthplace of the Finnish national epic "Kalevala." This grand epic, compiled in the 19th century, has become an important part of the Finnish national identity.

Karelian pasty, made with black rye at the bottom and filled with potato, rice, or carrot, some even topped with a layer of egg butter.

Fish pies are somewhat similar to Karelian pies, but they are larger and made with fish as the main ingredient. The filling is usually stuffed with vendace, a small fish commonly found in the eastern lakes of Finland.

The method of making grilled sausages is somewhat similar to Xinjiang's Hongliu grilled meat. Use a forked branch to skewer the fat and large sausages and grill them over charcoal, then enjoy them with mustard sauce and beer.

Cinnamon roll is a bread roll with added cinnamon powder. Finnish cinnamon rolls are possibly the most delicious in the world. Lin Lou planned to take some back home to share with family and friends.

Foreigners may rarely appreciate the hassle of eating crayfish, but the Finns are definitely an exception. Eating the fresh red crayfish reminded Linlou of scenes from his business trips to Wuhan and Changsha in later years.

There is another kind of relatively rare food in China, which is reindeer meat. Reindeer meat is very delicious and has no fat, making it very healthy. This kind of food can only be found in the northeastern part of the country where the Ewenki people reside; it is not available elsewhere.

After a satisfying meal, Linlou and Yubingbing were both very content. When they left, the staff from Helsinki Art and Design University sent them home and left them an envelope.

After watching them leave, Linlou returned to the room and opened the envelope, inside which was a stack of US dollars, slightly more than the amount given by Gémǔ Bàozàn.

Linlou thought for a moment. Firstly, it might be difficult for Helsinki Arts and Design University to invite someone to give a speech. Secondly, when inviting someone to give a speech, the usual practice is to cover the cost of airfare and accommodation. Linlou had already booked his own hotel and plane tickets, so they just reimbursed him.

Upon waking up in the morning, they continued their sightseeing according to the original plan. After completing the day's itinerary, they went to the music festival to check the voting results.

Arriving at the wasteland, there have been new changes again today. A long row of display boards has been erected, with the contestants' renderings posted on them. Below the display boards, there is a small box. Every visitor who comes here will receive a ballot at the entrance, and they can cast their vote for their favorite piece by putting the ballot into the box.

By tomorrow evening, the organizers of the music festival will open the box and count the votes inside. The proposal with the most votes will be the ultimate winner, and the temporary stage for the music festival will also be arranged according to this proposal.

Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing walked slowly, admiring the works of other contestants one by one. Most of these works appeared relatively immature, and their creators were not professional architects or designers, but rather music fans with a particular interest in the subject. However, they still had a unique charm.

Some use elements of Norse mythology, creating a stage that resembles the World Tree. Others use the logo of their favorite band, but this approach is unlikely to win, as there are so many bands participating in this music festival. Fans of other bands would certainly not want their own band to perform on a stage with another band's logo.

During the event, there were also works from some professionals. While these works showed a higher level of professionalism, they lacked a bit of creativity and were somewhat conventional. This may not be very suitable for such a rock music festival.

When those music fans visit, they also follow the social etiquette of the Finnish people. Even if they love a piece of work, they won't crowd with others, but instead maintain a one-meter social distance, patiently waiting for the front row audience to leave before moving forward to appreciate it carefully.

However, one place is quite different, the area in front of that display board is crowded with people, who are unusually intruding into each other's personal space, excitedly gazing at the rendering on the display board.

On the outskirts of the crowd, Lekoning also stood there looking around. He saw Linlou and quickly walked over to strike up a conversation, "To be honest, I have organized many music festivals before, and this may not have the largest number of participants or the most famous bands performing, but in terms of stage design, it's definitely the most impressive to me!"

"I've been here all day, and although the competition won't end for another day, judging by the early voting results, your proposal will definitely win in the end! It's truly an honor to have your participation in this music festival!"

"In fact, I have already started to have the company prepare the materials in advance. We will definitely be able to finish the construction before the music festival begins!" said Leitovara, the engineer in charge of stage construction.

During their conversation, more and more fans kept coming over to this side. When they saw the renderings on the display board, their initial reaction was similar, "Wow, this stage is really awesome."

The stage where the musicians were performing was designed to look like an open book, which is not particularly unusual as book-shaped stages have been used in many places before.

However, with the background, the effect is different. Behind the books, there is a huge skeleton. The skeleton's hands are flipping through the books, its head slightly lowered, and the hollow, sunken eye sockets emit a dim light, gazing directly at the rock musicians performing on the stage.

"Death, the sense of historical vicissitudes, is fully displayed on this stage, which is really in line with the temperament of this music festival! I love this stage so much! Originally, I only planned to watch the daytime performances, but now, seeing this stage, I feel that the nighttime performances are the best!" Many music fans expressed this.

The singers of the black metal band use their music to praise death and demonstrate the power of darkness; the main feature of gothic metal is dark and low-key, using electronic rhythms and synthesizers to create a deep and dark beauty; Viking metal is not afraid of death, as they believe that warriors will enter Valhalla and drink to their heart's content after death.

No matter what style of band, the skull-shaped book flipping stage is very suitable for the theme they are singing, dark metal bands will think that the skull is a symbol of death; gothic metal bands love this dark atmosphere; and Viking metal bands will see this as their Valhalla, performing their music joyfully.

"In the face of death, humans are so small. Our performance is carried out under the gaze of the god of death. This feeling is really amazing. I have a premonition that I will deliver my best live performance at this music festival!" a guitarist wearing a horned helmet roared.

"I have been under many different stage lighting effects, and I never thought that one day I would perform under the light shining out from a skull's eye sockets! Just thinking about it gives me shivers! Am I not mistaken? Our performance is at night, right? If it's during the day, I definitely insist on a change!"

Many musicians are aware that such a stage can only show the best performance at night, and they all want to compete for this time slot.

This music festival will definitely cause a stir in the global music industry. When the media reporters cover it, they will surely choose photos of the night performances to publish in newspapers and magazines. If your band can appear in the news, it will surely become famous.

This is a utilitarian idea. As for those musicians who focus solely on music composition and performance, they consider that the stage design and lighting arrangement in the evening will create a more intense live atmosphere, better fitting their music theme. This environment will inevitably enhance their performance quality, allowing them to deliver a more splendid show.

"I think I have to go. Staying here any longer will only result in being torn apart by them!" Seeing the passionate eyes of so many musicians, Lekoning was filled with fear.

He had the idea to adjust the performance order. The original performance order was arranged according to the principle of focusing on the afternoon, with the biggest and most important bands scheduled for the afternoon. However, when Linlou presented this plan, the organizers of the music festival realized that the evening was the best time, so adjustments had to be made.

However, such adjustments can only satisfy a few bands. If all the bands want to perform at night, it would be impossible to arrange. These metal bands' musicians are not easygoing. If they catch you and you can't meet their demands, who knows how they will treat you. It's better to leave first.

Lin and Yu hurriedly distanced themselves to avoid getting involved in others' trouble. When they arrived at a less crowded area, they looked around. Letovara also followed them, so Lin asked, "Can we finish on time according to the schedule?"

"No problem, such an excellent work, once completed, will be a great publicity for our company. So the boss has promised a high overtime pay, and everyone thinks this plan is great and wants to get it done as soon as possible!" Latovara is also very excited, "Such a brilliant design, yet it's only a temporary building, it's really a pity!"

"It should be built as a permanent structure, and if you are interested, I can help you make contact. Helsinki also needs such a unique open-air stage! It can be used not only for hosting rock concerts, but also for opera and stage performances. Such a setting is perfect for performing 'The Divine Comedy' and works based on Nordic mythology!"

"If there is such an opportunity, it would definitely be the best! If successful, there would be a self-designed architectural work in Altho's hometown, which wouldn't be a bad feeling; in addition, there will certainly be a substantial design fee."

Linglou and Laitowala exchanged business cards and reminded each other, "If you are going to build permanent buildings, it would be better to combine them with water features. The skulls standing in the water, flipping through the book from the side, will have a better effect."

Linlou took out paper and pen, made a simple adjustment to the plan, showing a better effect, and then handed it to Leitovara. As for the more detailed plan, it will have to wait until someone truly wants to do the project and signs a contract with oneself.

Lehtovara took the rough sketch and fell into contemplation. After comparing it with the original manuscript on the display board, he had to admit that this new plan would be more effective.

"Well, I will help to find a suitable place to build this stage. Luckily, there are plenty of lakes in Finland, so there's no need to worry about not finding a suitable place! Due to glacial erosion, there are as many as 188,000 lakes in Finland, covering 338,000 square kilometers, so Finland is also known as the 'Land of a Thousand Lakes.' Finding the right place is not a problem at all."

Other projects usually determine the site first and then design the plan according to the nature of the site. However, this time it is the opposite, with the concept proposal being created first, and then searching for suitable land based on the requirements of the concept proposal. This is indeed a bit contrary to architectural principles, but in the face of such a charming design proposal, this small matter is insignificant.

After the voting deadline on the second day, Lekoning and others counted the votes on the spot. In fact, there was no need to tally at all. Just by looking at the volume of ballots poured out of the ballot box, the outcome could be judged at a glance.

However, due to their meticulousness, Leking and his team spent a lot of time on counting the votes. The final statistics show that Linlou alone received over 80% of the votes, while the remaining tens of contestants combined received less than 20% of the votes.

And there are also many viewers who haven't seen Lin Lou's work and have already cast their votes. If his work had been placed a bit further forward, the rest of the opponents would have received even fewer votes.

The enthusiastic applause erupted at the scene. Musicians were eagerly looking forward to performing on such a cool stage, and so were the fans. They were already discussing what preparations to make to withstand the cold at night and to better enjoy the show.

Many people feel that this is definitely the coolest music festival they have ever been to.

The prototype is a stage work from the Bregenz Festival in Austria. I will attach the picture in the easter egg chapter.
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After the vote count was completed, a brief award ceremony was held. Lekoning enthusiastically introduced Lin Lou's identity and presented him with a trophy and a check for 100,000 Finnish marks.

A genius young architect who is so influential in the international architecture community unexpectedly participated in this competition, and after dedicating such a beautiful stage to them, the fans all gave him a round of applause.

Lin Lou was invited to give a speech of gratitude, in which he praised Alva Aalto greatly and won the affection of these Finnish music fans.

Over the next few days, Leitovara led the workers to start the intense and busy construction. Linlou occasionally passed by here and would also come to take a look.

They used steel frame and various materials to build the stage, then used steel pipes as the skeleton of the skull, and wrapped the outside with sprayed cloth... As for the giant skull head, it was also completed in this way, using steel frame as support, covering it with cloth outside, then connecting wires and lights. When the switch is turned on, light will emit from the eye sockets of the skull, shining on the stage.

Under the tense and busy atmosphere with Leitovara and his workers, they finally completed the construction of the temporary stage the day before the music festival opening, and it passed the inspection.

"This is definitely the best stage I have ever built!" Looking at his labor of love, Laitovala's face was filled with pride. Looking around, many journalists had already begun taking pictures of the empty stage, and they also felt that the stage was very impressive.

On early Saturday morning, the road to the suburbs became unexpectedly crowded, contrasting the once deserted streets. The usually quiet Finns were no longer silent, blasting loud rock music in their cars and eagerly making their way to the music festival venue, much to the surprise of other Finns on the road.

Oh, in fact, not only Finns come to participate in the music festival, there are also music fans from other countries such as Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. From the flags sticking out of the cars, you can even see music fans who have come from countries such as the UK and Germany, which are also known for producing rock bands and dedicated rock music fans.

Once at the scene, people sat on the grass, holding beers and laughing loudly. Whether they knew each other or not, and regardless of their nationality, if you also enjoy music, we are friends. Let's have a drink first!

These music fans dress strangely, some wearing Viking pirate war robes and horned helmets, some with thick face paint, some sexy and revealing, with striking hairstyles and colors - red, green, purple, rainbow. Bald, mohawk, punk hairstyles compete with each other, which opened Yu Bingbing's eyes as it was his first time attending such an event.

"Young people in China are criticized for wearing bell-bottoms, and many companies have inspectors specifically checking pant legs and cutting them off if they find anyone wearing bell-bottoms! I wonder how they would react if they saw this kind of scene!"

"After no longer having to worry about livelihood, people naturally have the need to seek individuality. In another decade or two, this kind of dressing style will probably be quite common in China!" Hey, have you heard of "kill Matt"?

"I...I can't quite imagine it!" Yu Bingbing looked at the chaotic and frenzied scene in front of him, and couldn't quite accept the thought of such attire appearing in domestic settings.

Even more unacceptable to her was the music, whether it was Viking metal, gothic metal, or death metal. The style was so different from the music types that Yu Bingbing used to like. The huge screaming of the lead vocalist and the tremors on the electric guitar made her feel very hard to adapt.

Especially when the gothic singer appears, one second ago, it was still a gentle murmur, and the next second, it suddenly soared to a high pitch like a large fountain, which can be quite frightening for people with slightly weak hearts.

Lin Lou is pretty much the same. He can at most accept the style of Tears Washed by the Face and Nightwish. He has also been to live shows, but heavier metal music is a bit hard for him to accept.

Today's performance not only featured metal musicians but also many Nordic folk singers. Their singing was more serene and graceful, interpreting ancient Nordic legends, as well as natural landscapes such as forests and glaciers, which evoked a sense of longing and admiration.

The ancient forests and glaciers are also favorite themes for Nordic singers. They often use these elements on their album covers, to the extent that a joke has emerged: 75% of the work of the forest park rangers in Finland is to rescue heavy metal band members who got lost while shooting album covers. If you haven't gotten lost in the forest, you'll be embarrassed to tell others that you are a rock musician.

The live music festival is not just about performances. After the show, bands that did not get a chance to perform also sell their records, T-shirts, and rock memorabilia. Lin and Yu, when they encounter performances they don't particularly like, will wander around and buy some records to give to their friend Cui Jian.

Many people have set up tents a little further away, sitting leisurely at the entrance, smoking, drinking, listening to music, and occasionally chatting up someone they fancy. Perhaps they will end up going into the tent to get intimate soon.

Linlou seems a little envious. I've never tried such a thing. But knowing Byung Byung's personality, he definitely wouldn't agree, and he's not accustomed to being listened to by others, so I'll have to give up! It's okay though, if it doesn't work here, I can consider other places. I'll just go on a self-driving trip to someplace else next summer vacation.

They waited until night, watched the nighttime stage effects and several exciting performances, and then returned to their residence in the city center of Helsinki with exhaustion. After freshening up, they went to bed early.

On the next morning, Verinin showed up on time with the staff from Helsinki Art and Design University. They took Lin and the others to the campus to begin the tour.

The Helsinki University of Art and Design is quite well-known in the field of art and design. Its architecture program is ranked 41st in the world. In addition to Alvar Aalto, the renowned architect Eero Saarinen also studied at this school. Saarinen went to the United States to teach in his later years, and Wu, a committee member, once studied under him.

Lin Lou explained the origin of the relationship, "Mr. Shan Li Ning was once the teacher of Wu, the head of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. Wu has also imparted a lot to me, so I am deeply influenced by the Helsinki Arts and Design Institute."

The remarks made the accompanying professor and school staff happy and smiling. "So in the future, our two schools must strengthen communication, such as cooperating on exchange students and scholars, right?"

"I think Commissioner Wu will definitely support this news! After I return, I will report to Commissioner Wu, and then we will officially establish specific cooperation methods!" Although Helsinki Art and Design University is not as prestigious as top schools like Harvard and Yale, it also has its own characteristics.

In the future, this school has also cultivated a group of young talents, including the winner of the 2013 European Architecture Award, Marco Casagrande, and world-renowned architects, Esa Pirinen and Juha Leiviskä. The school's teaching quality is guaranteed. It would be beneficial for Tsinghua University if a few outstanding students could be arranged to come here for exchange.

After the visit, we had lunch and took a short rest in the lounge before the speech officially began. The lecture hall at Helsinki University of Arts and Design is not as large as that of Tsinghua, but it is more stylish and equipped with more advanced features.

This is also due to different stages of development. When Tsinghua University built the lecture hall, cost was the primary consideration, while the Helsinki Arts and Design University had the capacity to pursue more.

The number of students and peers who came to listen is not large, even fewer than the last time I spoke in Paris. After all, there are only about four million people in the whole of Finland, which is less than half the population of the Greater Paris area. There are even fewer people studying and working in the design and architecture industry.

"Dear teachers, dear classmates, and distinguished guests, it is truly an honor to be able to communicate with you all in the places where Altol and Sharining once stayed." After the opening remarks, Linlou began to explain his own ideas.

He used Alvar Aalto's works to promote his own ideas. "Finland is located in Northern Europe, the forests are lush, and it produces a large amount of wood. Copper production ranks first in Europe. Therefore, when Mr. Aalto designed the exterior facades and interior decorations of the buildings, he used this advantage to reflect the characteristics of wood, used copper as a decoration, and displayed exquisite details."

"Due to factors such as business, cost, technological advancements, and improved transportation and communication, we can see that architecture worldwide is gradually trending towards uniformity. Whether in the streets of New York, Tokyo, Paris, or Helsinki, we can observe similar steel and glass skyscrapers, and Mr. Mies van der Rohe's Seagram Building is now ubiquitous."

"China is still in the process of development, but similar architectural achievements have already emerged. I believe that with the continuous development of the Chinese economy, there will be more and more works similar to the Siragama Tower."

"As an architect, I understand the reasons behind this phenomenon. After all, architecture is different from other arts. The final outcome of our work is not solely determined by us architects. Owners evaluate our designs based on factors such as cost and construction difficulty. The usual result of this assessment is to build with lower costs."

This is the main reason why many major global cities are becoming increasingly similar, because from an economic point of view, there are only a few possible outcomes, and if you want to stand out, you have to spend more money.

"However, this does not mean that we can't do something to make the world a better place and pass down those precious, long-standing cultural heritages in a renewed form!"

Mr. Aalto's works scattered throughout Finland are a good verification of this point. The wooden exterior and copper ornaments of those buildings are truly fascinating. In Mr. Álvaro Siza's works in Portugal, the bright spatial atmosphere formed by white walls, skylights, and sunlight sloping down from the top is a response to the unique Mediterranean climate in southern Portugal.

"Similarly, some Chinese architects are also exploring the combination of traditional Chinese architectural culture and modern architecture!" Lin Lou presented a photo of the Fragrant Hills Hotel, saying, "In this hotel designed under the guidance of Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei, many essences of ancient Chinese architectural culture are applied, but not simply replicated. Instead, it has been reinterpreted in a modern way."

"At the same time, in the sports complex project I designed for the 1990 Beijing Asian Games, I also made a similar attempt. This complex, covering an area of over 200,000 square meters, includes various types of buildings such as sports venues, hotels, and commercial districts, all adorned with elements of traditional Chinese architectural culture..."

Upon seeing this rendered image, there was a considerable gasp from the audience. For the Finnish, a construction complex of 200,000 square meters is truly an astonishing scale. If such a project existed in Finland, it would probably attract all the architects in the country to compete for it.

What surprised them even more was that Lin Lou, who is only 23 years old this year, is already capable of leading such a large project. Many students in the audience are of similar age but are still studying! As for those architects who have already graduated and started working, none of them have experience in designing projects of this scale.

"When I was designing the capital international airport for Latvia, I took inspiration from the historically significant nomadic culture of the Latvian people, their fondness for the color white, and the peaks of the Alps, and proposed such a plan, which won the favor of the Latvian people..."

Following the theories of many masters and the previous works completed, Linlou allowed his architectural design concept to gradually become familiar to the audience below, and many people became interested.

Perhaps someone will walk along this road and mention oneself when explaining the plan to Party A, saying, "The genius architect Mr. Lin Lou, who has won the Golden Lion Award of the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects, once said that when designing a building, one must consider the historical and cultural significance of the site. So, when I was designing..."

After the speech, Lin and Yu ming ming chatted with the students and colleagues in attendance, then had dinner at the school. Finally, their honeymoon trip came to an end.

The next day, I boarded a flight to Paris, then transferred to Hong Kong, and finally flew to Beijing. After resting for a night to adjust to the time difference, I returned to the courtyard and started distributing souvenirs to everyone.

Looking at the sketches and photos drawn and taken by Linlou along the way, everyone is intoxicated by the unique charm of Northern Europe. Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, and others pondered for a while and exclaimed, "This place is so beautiful! We have money now, why don't we go and have a good time next summer vacation?"

"Xiaolou, how much did you spend on your trip to Northern Europe?" Li Qingxi asked. If the expenses did not exceed his expectations, he would start planning next year's trip now.

"Oops, I don't think I spent any money!"
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"No money spent? How is that possible? The airfare from Beijing to Paris alone would cost a fortune! Not to mention the accommodation, food, and transportation in several countries in Northern Europe... Oh, and you also brought so many gifts for us. If an ordinary person did this, it would cost the entire family's income for a decade!" Li Qingxi was a little dumbfounded.

Those who work in formal employment now have an average annual salary of about ten thousand yuan. A one-way ticket abroad costs several thousand yuan. Based on his experience of living with Linlou in Paris and Dum Town, when the couple takes a trip around North Europe, it will cost at least twenty to thirty thousand US dollars.

He can still produce this figure, albeit grudgingly. He has worked on so many projects with Linlou and has received quite a substantial commission. Although the majority of it is in RMB, it's still possible to ask Linlou to help convert some into USD.

"Is it the cooperating unit's expenses? And is Mr. Pavel's firm planning to invite us to bid on a project in Northern Europe?" Xu Jiaping guessed, thinking that they wouldn't have to spend their own money if that were the case.

"No, not at all. When I went to Paris, we only had a meal together, we didn't talk about work at all." This is a honeymoon trip, and Linlou doesn't want work to ruin the mood.

"What's going on here?" Others were even more surprised, staring at Linlou with widened eyes. What trick did you use? Can you teach us? If we can learn it, we'll all go for a stroll in Northern Europe next year.

"It was quite a stroke of luck! Encountering such an event in Helsinki…" Lin Lou recounted his participation in the impromptu stage design competition at the music festival. "…and then winning a prize equivalent to almost $20,000, and also getting to know a professor from Helsinki University of Arts Design, who invited me to give a lecture at the school and provided some travel expenses."

"Adding these two together, it's almost like not spending any money at all!" In fact, even if he hadn't encountered this matter, Lin Lou would still be able to spend no money. He is still a director at Outeck Company, and high-level executives in such large companies usually have the benefit of having their travel and vacation expenses reimbursed, whether they are used or not.

We can't learn this. It looks like we can only spend our own money to go next year! Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, and others looked at each other for a long time. When it's their turn to go, there may not be a similar competition anymore. Even if there is, they can't guarantee they will definitely win a prize. They don't know what rock music is all about and what kind of stage is needed for a music festival.

As for the speaking fees, they don't count on it, neither do they have the influence of Lin Lou in the international architectural community, nor the reputation big enough to be actively invited by universities. This may work in domestic circumstances, but not abroad.

"Can we take a look at your design drawings?" They curiously appreciated the renderings and photographs that Linlou had drawn, and this extremely disruptive design left him completely unsure how to evaluate it. Looking at the stage, then at the singers on the stage, and the audience below, it was all a chaotic and mesmerizing scene.

"Although I don't understand rock music, from the atmosphere of the venue, this stage seems very suitable!" Xu Jiaping racked his brains and could only come up with these few sentences, "Moreover, if it were a performance venue for classic stage plays like 'The Divine Comedy' or 'Paradise Lost', the effect would definitely be good."

"You guys take your time, I'm going to the school first. It's about to start soon, I need to discuss the work arrangements for next semester with Director Wu! As for the work here, let's wait until Alphonsus and Xu Wenbiao are both here this weekend!" Going out to play is tiring too, Lin Lou really doesn't want to start working right away, he wants to take a break for a few days.

Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping and others continued to admire the photos brought back by Linlou, tasting the Finnish specialty food. Linlou rode his bike back to the Tsinghua campus, where Yang Mo's car was parked in the yard. However, Linlou always felt that it was not appropriate to go to school in a better car than the principal’s, and riding a bike could also exercise his body.

"Oh, Xialou, you're back? Let me make you a cup of tea. Just wait a moment. Commissioner Wu will probably finish his meeting in about ten minutes." The secretary saw Linlou coming and directly cut in front of him.

"Great! This is FAZER chocolate from Finland, quite famous in European and American countries. Even if you don't like it yourself, you can still let your partner have a taste!" Linlou took out a bag of chocolate to give to his secretary. It's a thoughtful and inexpensive gift to give to someone.

"Wow, imported chocolate! This must be expensive, right? How can I accept it?" The secretary's eyes immediately lit up, hesitated for a while but finally accepted it, and became even more attentive. While waiting, she went on to share in detail about the things that happened during Lin's absence in the country.

After the discussion, Member Wu saw Linlou on the way out and invited him in. Then Linlou took out a gift prepared for Member Wu, "These are several English works by Mr. Althau and Mr. Sharining. I think you will like them for sure!"

"What books are these? Let me have a look!" When Lin Lou just took out the bag, Commissioner Wu wanted to criticize a few words, but when he took out the books, Commissioner Wu immediately stopped talking.

"I saw this book in a library in the United States before, and I only read some excerpts. I only know the title and general content. It's quite a joke, I actually studied with Teacher Shalining for a while back then, but unfortunately, I haven't read all of his works!" Wu Weiwei sighed after carefully reading the book list and introduction.

"The gift you gave is very nice. I'll accept it and donate it to the school library after I have finished reading it." Commissioner Wu knew that Lin had a high income, so he did not bring up the topic of money.

"How was it? Did you gain anything from your trip to Northern Europe? It's home to some architectural masters, after all!" Due to Salinger's influence, Commissioner Wu has a certain understanding of the architecture scene in Northern Europe, although this knowledge is relatively outdated.

"Mr. Shalining and Mr. Arto's classic works, I have read a lot and also took some photos and made some sketches. I can paste them on the walls of our department's corridors so that other teachers and students can also have a look! This is not for showing off, but to help broaden the horizons of life for Tsinghua students."

"By the way, I also had a significant gain. When I was in Helsinki, I met a professor from Helsinki Arts and Design University. He invited me to visit the school and gave a speech. During the visit, I mentioned the connection between you and Mr. Sharin. After hearing that you are now the head of the architecture department at the best university in China, they expressed a strong interest and a desire to collaborate with us deeply."

Lin Lou brought up the matter again, "The Helsinki Arts and Design University means that we can start with personnel exchanges, select one to two outstanding fourth-year students, and have them study and exchange at each other's schools for one year. We can also select outstanding young teachers for academic visits."

The related expenses are borne by the school receiving the visit. In other words, when teachers and students from Finland come, Tsinghua University is responsible for the accommodation and meals. When students and teachers from Tsinghua University go to Helsinki, the expenses there are covered by Helsinki Arts University. Considering the economic levels and consumption situations of the two countries, Tsinghua University still has the advantage in this cooperation.

"This is great news! Although the Helsinki University of Art and Design may not have a prominent reputation, their strength is quite outstanding. Moreover, their architectural concepts are significantly different from those of the United States, France, the United Kingdom, Germany, and Japan. It's beneficial to have exposure to different architectural concepts." Hearing this, Commissioner Wu became even more pleased.

After inquiring about the details carefully, Member Wu said, "I will now share this good news with everyone, then we will discuss it in the meeting, report to the higher authorities, and immediately establish formal contact with the University of Art and Design Helsinki."

The English proficiency rate in Finland is quite high, so even if you don't have to learn Finnish to study and communicate academically, you won't encounter insurmountable barriers. Lin Lou's speech at the Helsinki University of Art and Design was conducted in English.

After discussing the matter, Congressman Wu shared some good news with Lin. "Last year when I advised you to stay at the university, I mentioned that I would strive for your promotion to lecturer out of turn. The formalities have been completed now, and starting next semester, you will be an official lecturer in the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University!"

Lecturer is a title in higher education institutions that ranks higher than teaching assistant and lower than associate professor. It is a mid-level title, and the main responsibility of a lecturer is to teach a certain subject and engage in scientific research.

According to the provisional regulations on the title and promotion of teachers in institutions of higher learning issued by the State Council on March 5, 1960, in general, lecturers need to be promoted from assistant professors. The promotion requirements are as follows: proficient performance as an assistant professor with excellent achievements; mastery of necessary theoretical knowledge and practical skills in the field, capable of independently teaching a specific subject, and possessing certain scientific research abilities; proficiency in a foreign language, able to read professional books in the field smoothly.

Under normal circumstances, one needs to serve as a teaching assistant for at least four years in order to be promoted to a lecturer. Additionally, all three of the aforementioned conditions are indispensable. However, for certain special circumstances, exceptions for promotion are also specified in the regulations.

School education, backbone of teaching and educational work, able to take on the role of class teacher, have been rated as excellent in the annual assessment for two consecutive years, or have accumulated three years of excellence in the past five years (must be rated as excellent in the current year).

Teachers who have won the titles of excellent teachers at the city level or above, outstanding young teachers, outstanding education workers, outstanding class teachers, advanced workers in moral education, emerging talents in the education field, recipients of the Provincial Spring Silkworm Award, City New Seed Award, top-notch talents at the county level or above, and outstanding labor models at the municipal level or above.

Those who have presented a paper at a professional academic conference at the provincial level or above, or have had their paper included in a conference proceedings and received an award, or have published two or more articles in newspapers or periodicals at the provincial level or above, or have authored a specialized textbook at the level of a secondary vocational school or above in their field of expertise.

The main contributors who have won the fourth-class award for education, teaching and research achievements from senior officials, the third-class award at the city or prefecture level, and the first-class award or higher at the county (city, district) level. Alternatively, the class or group guided by the individual has won first or second prize at the provincial level (including competitions organized by the provincial education committee), or the students supervised have accumulated two or more provincial first or second prizes.

Finally, for those who graduated from a junior college and have been working in their specialty for over ten years, or those who graduated from a vocational school and have been working in their specialty for over fifteen years, if they meet three of these five conditions, they can be promoted out of turn.

The thesis of Linlou did not even consider provincial journals. It is generally published in top international journals, followed by national journals. As for professional textbooks, many universities are already using them, so the third condition is satisfied.

As for personal honors and research achievements, over the years there have been quite a few, big and small. The second and fourth criteria can definitely be satisfied.

In fact, in today's day and age, if one could publish an article in a top-tier or even second-tier international journal, it could basically secure the professor's position. Lin is still too young. If he were 35 this year, or even 30, Member Wu could help him secure a professorship. It's a pity that he is only 23 this year – a 23-year-old professor is indeed a bit too intimidating.

"Promotion to associate professor usually requires at least 5 years of experience as a lecturer or being appointed as a lecturer after obtaining a doctoral degree. We don't need to wait for such a long time. Spend three years pursuing a combined master's and doctoral program, obtain a doctoral degree, and then I will apply for an accelerated promotion for you. By the year 88, you will definitely be able to be promoted to associate professor!"

"The promotion from associate professor to full professor also takes five years. I will continue to apply for your promotion out of turn! It will take a maximum of three more years. By the time the Asian Games are over, you will be a professor! You won't even be thirty by then!" Commissioner Wu has even planned out his future promotion path for him.

A professor under 30 is not uncommon these days. YAN Ning, an alumna of the Department of Biology of Tsinghua University, completed her PhD at Princeton University and went on to postdoctoral research, achieving outstanding academic results. Upon returning to China, she became a professor at Tsinghua, all before the age of 30.

In the field of mathematics, which tests intelligence the most and is also most likely to showcase young talents, the record for the youngest professor is even more exaggerated. Liu Lu, a mathematical genius at Central South University, cracked the international mathematical conjecture "Sitanpan Conjecture" during his undergraduate years, shocking the mathematical community at that time.

In 2012, Liu Lu was appointed as a professor-level researcher by his alma mater Central South University. At the time, Liu Lu was only 22 years old, making him the youngest professor in the history of our country. This record was unprecedented before, and it is unlikely to be surpassed in the future.

Now at the age of 39, Yu Qiuyu has become a professor at the Shanghai Theatre Academy this year, making him the youngest professor on the mainland, which has greatly surprised the academic community.

Wu proposed to promote him to a professor before he turns thirty. I bet many people are really upset. I have worked hard for so many years to become an associate professor, why do you think you can become a professor?

Commissioner Wu is not afraid at all. No need to say anything else. Just show the awards, published articles, and works of Lin Lou. With these, Professor Lin Lou definitely can’t escape.

"By the way, do you have any thoughts about next semester's courses?"
Chapter 493: What is good architecture?

"Last year, the computer-aided design course you taught received very positive feedback from both teachers and students. What are your plans for this year? Do you intend to continue teaching this course or switch to another one?" asked Commissioner Wu. While most teachers may only excel in one field and are best suited to teach a single course, Lin Lou is different.

Whether it's an architect or a architectural draftsman, especially in architectural design, he is very skilled. It's just a pity that he has work to do in his firm and doesn't have that much free time. Otherwise, Chairman Wu would insist that Lin Lou teach several courses!

"I actually prefer to teach architectural design, but last year I considered that I lacked experience in teaching, so I chose computer-aided design, which is relatively easier to teach. After a year of practice, I feel that I have made progress in my experience. This year, I want to try a new course!" Lin has long been thinking about it.

"No problem, you can teach the basics of architectural design to the first-year students! First-year students are the most trainable, and it will be beneficial for their future to introduce them to some new concepts early on. As for the teaching materials, you can use the existing ones if you want, but it would be even better if you plan to create a new one yourself!" Commissioner Wu is full of confidence in Professor Lin.

"I'll adjust while teaching! By the end of the semester, the teaching materials should be revised as well!" Linlou already had plans. He decided to teach the architectural design course to this group of students from start to finish. Once they were done, a new set of teaching materials would be available. Currently, the teaching materials used domestically are somewhat outdated and cannot keep up with the latest international developments.

Of course, we cannot simply copy foreign things, after all, China's actual situation and stage of development are very different from European and American countries. This set of teaching materials must also closely adhere to China's reality.

"Sure, let me take a look at the adjusted content first. After I and a few other professors review it and find no issues, you can then present it to them!" Member Wu was concerned that Lin might be too aggressive, so he decided to double-check for him.

The Lin Lou will naturally not refuse this, which is also a good thing. With the rich experience and sufficient knowledge accumulation of Director Wu and Academician Guan, with their help, the quality of this textbook will definitely be better.

"While there is still some time before the start of the next semester, you should first put together a complete outline of the content to be taught, and we will arrange the course after reviewing it. However, what about the computer-aided design course? Will you be teaching both courses alone, or should we find another teacher?" continued Councilor Wu.

"Our professors Xu, Feng, Hu, and Jin all have excellent skills in computer-aided design. They would have no problem teaching this course. Lin is no longer interested in teaching this course, as it only covers basic operations and anyone familiar with CAD software can teach it."

"Ah, I'll consider calling them over for a chat and see who would be the best choice to replace you! But I feel that even though you are busy, you should still be able to spare some time, right? It's really a waste to only teach one class!" Commissioner Wu still felt a bit reluctant and wanted to give Linlou more responsibilities.

"I really can't keep up with the required courses. I have to frequently go abroad to communicate with clients and partner organizations. Even if it's just one course, I'll probably have to take frequent leave. With two courses, it's even more difficult. If the class schedule keeps getting changed, the students will definitely have complaints, and it won't look good if word gets out!" Lin Lou originally planned to continue refusing, but when he saw the hopeful look in Commissioner Wu's eyes, he felt a little hesitant.

So after thinking for a while, he said, "How about I just offer an elective course? If I have time, I'll teach more; if not, I'll cancel this week's class and make it up next week. The students don't need to take exams, they just need to submit an article at the end of the semester. What do you think?"

In this way, there will be less pressure on the Department of Forestry, and the students will not have much objection. Other faculty members also have nothing to say. Elective courses are supposed to be more relaxed than required courses anyway!

"Sure, what do you want to teach? As long as Lin is willing to teach, Commissioner Wu will be happy. His skills and knowledge are here, and it will definitely be helpful for students."

"Didn't I help to compile 'The History of Modern Architecture in Foreign Countries' before? While working on the textbook, I found an issue: architectural history often emphasizes the evolution of architectural theory. Although it also mentions the works of masters such as Fallingwater, the Seagram Building, and the Tokyo National Stadium, it is not detailed enough."

"So I was thinking, can we add a course on the appreciation of classic architectural works, to provide students with a detailed analysis of the process of creating these classic buildings, the design concepts, exquisite details, and more, so that students can clearly understand what kind of architecture is good architecture!"

"By thoroughly studying the Three Hundred Tang Poems, one can recite poems even if they can't write them, which is still very helpful! You have to know what good architecture is in order to create good designs." Member Wu nodded in appreciation of Lin's suggestion.

"Just so you often travel abroad and can frequently see the works of those masters," he remembered the photos and hand-drawn sketches of the works of Alvar Aalto, Le Corbusier, and others mentioned by Lin Lou just now. From this perspective, within the entire architecture department at Tsinghua University, there is no teacher more suitable than Lin Lou to teach this course."

After all, not many teachers can constantly travel abroad and bring back so much first-hand valuable material several times a month. If they were responsible for this course, most of the content would definitely still be classic works from China, making the style too monotonous.

"Fine, for this class, I won't assign you a fixed time. You can attend whenever other teachers are available, and it's not limited to first-year students. As long as the schedule permits, students from any year can attend. I'll inform the classroom manager to accommodate your schedule, and you can hold the class in the auditorium of our department."

This kind of course definitely can't be held in a small classroom. There will be a lot of people coming to listen, not just students, but also many teachers who are probably interested in this course.

They may have heard of classic projects such as flowing water villas and the Sillagrum Tower, but they have definitely not seen many photos or drawings. Now they can have a more detailed understanding of these projects. It's not just the teachers and students of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University who can come, but perhaps colleagues from other universities or even design units.

It is not easy to obtain information now, far less convenient than in the future. With just a click of the mouse and entering the title of the work in the search bar, a large amount of information can be found.

The school's work for the next semester is now settled. Lin will be responsible for one required course and one elective course in the Lin Building, and will also need to revise the existing teaching materials. For the course on appreciating classic architectural works, Lin also plans to organize materials during the teaching process, and consider writing another book.

In later years, he greatly appreciated the book "The Visual Dictionary of Modern Architectural Elements" written by Sareen-Mokha, Anthony Radford, and Amit Srivastava. The book selects fifty classic works of modern architecture from 1950 to 2010, from Wright to Zaha, and from the Sydney Opera House to the Juilliard School and the Alice Tully Hall.

The detailed drawings effectively illustrate the nuances of these fifty classic works. By reading this album, one can gain a clear understanding of the evolutionary process of modern architecture.

Lin Lou is planning to take advantage of this course to compile a picture album, so that more domestic architecture practitioners can understand the details of the master's work and the evolution of modern architecture.

After preparing for some time, the new semester has begun. The syllabus submitted by Lin for these two courses has been approved, so he can officially start teaching them. Since he has a bit of free time recently, shortly after the start of the semester, he chose an evening to give the first class on "Appreciation of Classic Architectural Works".

When it came time for class, the auditorium of the architecture department was packed to the brim. Many teachers and students who arrived a little late could only stand in the aisles to listen to the lecture, and those who arrived even later could only tiptoe and lean against the windows.

When Linlou came in, the first thing he did was not to attend class, but to ask several teachers for help in maintaining order and to reserve an escape route. Otherwise, any accident would be a major tragedy.

"Today's incident also serves as a reminder to everyone. In the future, when designing densely populated buildings such as auditoriums, stadiums, convention centers, etc., we must pay attention to emergency evacuation procedures. This point must be kept in mind. Once negligence occurs, it could mean the loss of many lives!" This scenario is a bit frightening.

After comforting the students, Mr. Lin officially started the class. In today's class, he did not immediately take out classic works for analysis, but instead posed a question, "Can anyone tell me what kind of architecture is considered good architecture?"

Lin Lou immediately selected several students to answer the question. Their answers were all different, "It must look good!"

"Sturdy and durable!"

"The cost cannot be too high!"

After they finished speaking, Lin nodded and said, "Everyone's points are valid. The appearance should meet aesthetic requirements, the structure should be sturdy and reliable, and the construction cost should also meet economic standards. These can be considered key factors in judging whether a building is a good one, but it's still not comprehensive enough!"

Then he began to introduce the views of others, "The ancient Roman architect Marcus Vitruvius Pollio proposed three principles in his 'Ten Books on Architecture': strength, utility, and beauty, which are similar to the answers given by your classmates just now!"

"However, later new architects proposed new standards. Professor C. Alexander, the recipient of the highest research award issued by the American Institute of Architects, and the head of the Environmental Structures Center at the University of California, Berkeley, put forward a novel concept in his book 'The Eternal Way of Architecture.' According to him, only when a building or city embraces the eternal way, can it thrive."

"Here, Professor Alexander no longer sees architecture as lifeless. Architectural design is a daunting and awe-inspiring task. When a building is designed, it carries the intentions of the designer and should be dynamic rather than cold and lifeless."

In "Towards a New Architecture," Mr. Le Corbusier wrote that good architecture should conform to the aesthetic of engineers, which may sound contrary to Professor Alexander's views, but in reality, they converge in the same direction.

"The modern architecture focuses on residences that are of ordinary and common concern to ordinary and common people. This is a sign of the times. Studying residences for ordinary people, for all people, is the foundation of restoring humanity, human scale, the required standards, functional standards, emotional standards, and so on are the most important."

"Just as someone once said when evaluating the works of Shakespeare, 'There are a thousand Hamlets in the eyes of a thousand people.' What constitutes a good building is also subject to a thousand different opinions."

"The views mentioned above are all from the West. We Chinese have a long history and deep cultural heritage, and we have also developed our own aesthetic theories. This has laid a solid foundation for us architects, allowing us to draw inspiration from it and design better buildings that are more suited to the Chinese people!"

"In the process of accumulating knowledge and learning, we can walk more, see more, read thousands of books, and travel thousands of miles, to see various architectural styles, both ancient and modern, domestic and foreign, in order to cultivate our own architectural and aesthetic views, rather than simply copying the practices of others!"

Why did Wang Shu receive the Pritzker Prize instead of other Chinese architects? Perhaps one reason is that there are too many Chinese architects who focus solely on learning from the West. Even if their modern architecture is well done, it is still something that other architects have already done. Compared to foreign architects, it does not appear particularly outstanding.

However, Wang Shu's work is nurtured from traditional Chinese architectural culture, presenting a beauty that is completely different from Western modern architecture, filling the gap in the field of world architecture, so it is only natural for him to win the award.

There was a small commotion in the audience, and if this were said during the time when Lin Lou traveled back to, it would definitely resonate with everyone, because people were proud of their country during that time.

However, now that the country has reopened, many people have lost confidence after seeing the huge gap between China and developed countries in Europe and America. They feel that everything in European and American countries is good, while everything in their own country is inferior.

Thankfully, Lin Lou presented a ready-made case to persuade them. He revealed a large-scale rendering of the Xiangshan Hotel and said, "Mr. Bei's Xiangshan Hotel is a classic creation that starts from Chinese aesthetic concepts and integrates the essence of modern architecture. The unique oriental charm showcased by this building conquered the American experts and won the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects!"

Okay, don't you think everything in America is great? Now even the American architects admit that Mr. I.M. Pei's Chinese-style designs are good. Can you still argue against it?

Thank you for the tip on the new fish-flavored shredded pork.
Chapter 494 Principles

"The biggest difference between the Xiangshan Hotel project and Western architecture lies in what? In theoretical terms, the biggest difference is that the Xiangshan Hotel is a 'modern building with traditional Chinese architectural features'."

"From the perspective of the relationship between nature and architecture, Western modern architecture and nature are separated, with architecture as the subject and the natural environment as the object, with the architecture having absolute dominance. However, the Xiangshan Hotel integrates with nature, the building surrounds nature, and at the same time, the natural environment surrounds the building. Neither nature nor architecture dominates the other, but rather there is a symbiotic attitude."

"This aesthetic perspective belongs to the East. It is not only present in our country, but also deeply influenced Japan, where such differences broadly depict the cognitive disparities between the East and the West regarding spatial levels. Initially, the design proposal for Xiangshan Hotel did not achieve this, but after Linlou's reminder and modifications, this aesthetic perspective was fully presented."

"The implicit and restrained design is much better than the vast majority of large roof buildings, and it can better showcase the essence of traditional Chinese architectural culture!" Lin Lou also began to criticize without reservation, "Simply adding a large roof to modern buildings only scratches the surface, and sometimes doesn't even achieve that, it's just an attempt to imitate without understanding!"

Since taking on the task of designing the Asiad venues, his status in the domestic architectural community has been greatly elevated, and now he has the confidence to impress! He does not want to see the failed trend of large roof structures spreading in the country again.

When this was said, the students were a little confused, but the teachers understood. Recently, there seems to be signs of expansion in the trend of the big roof, but Linlou is not willing to accept it! Is it okay for him to offend a large group of senior professionals at such a young age? However, upon further thought, apart from his age, Linlou is now among the top architects in the country, so he has the confidence to do so.

Moreover, most of them are also quite dissatisfied with this trend, so they did not refute it. They happily watched the excitement below, even if it spread out, they were not afraid. They could just join in attacking others. In the architectural community in China, who would we at Tsinghua University be afraid of?

The disadvantage of integrating a large traditional Chinese roof with modern architecture lies in the fact that the traditional roof is designed to match low-rise buildings, creating a harmonious proportion. Adding a large roof to a high-rise building is like balancing a hat on a stick, causing a proportion imbalance.

"Some students may also think, 'I have seen the Dayan Pagoda, Qianxun Pagoda, and Liuhe Pagoda, these tall pagodas, are their overhanging eaves and roofs very beautiful?' This is actually not the same. Whether it's the Dayan Pagoda or the Liuhe Pagoda, each time there are overhanging eaves, which adjusts the proportion back. And the projects I mentioned earlier are all bare buildings, with only a large roof on top."

Jin Mao Tower's imitation of the pagoda style is more comprehensive. The base of the tower is square, gradually narrowing as it rises, presenting a traditional pagoda-like shape. It looks more harmonious compared to modern buildings with large roofs.

Refuting the simplistic and crude application of traditional architectural elements, Lin Lou then began to analyze the various details of the Fragrant Hill Hotel project, particularly the exquisite application of traditional Chinese architectural elements. In comparison, it goes without saying which is superior and which is inferior, leading to a deeper understanding among the students and teachers.

After explaining the details, Lin summarized the class, "I chose the Xiangshan Hotel project as an example for the first class, not because I was involved in this project."

There was a burst of laughter from the audience. Some people actually did think that way, but when Lin Lou pointed it out candidly, it left them speechless.

"The reasons are as follows. Firstly, the Xiangshan Hotel is very close to our school. Everyone can visit the site on weekends or holidays and gain a deeper understanding based on what I have shared today. I'm sure you will benefit greatly from it!"

"Secondly, as is well known, modern architecture originated in the West, and architects from European and American countries have a much deeper understanding of modern architecture than we do. We are still in the process of learning; it is right to learn from the strengths of others, but we should not lose our own essence. When it comes to architecture, we shouldn't always think of Germany and France, or Britain and the United States – we also have our own strengths!"

"Of course, what I'm saying is not to suggest that in the future, no matter what project is undertaken, it must be based on Chinese traditional culture. It's still necessary to adapt to local conditions and make comprehensive judgments based on the attributes of the land and the requirements of the owner, in order to ultimately provide the most suitable design scheme for this piece of land, so as not to fail the precious land!"

"Finally, let's return to the question I mentioned at the beginning of the class: what makes a good building? The answer to this question may vary for each person, but there are some basic principles that should be followed!"

"Henry Wotton proposed the three basic requirements of architecture in his book 'The Elements of Architecture' in 1624: firmness, commodity, and delight. These three words are also inscribed on the medal of the Pritzker Prize, the highest award in the international architecture community today!"

"Many students may not be familiar with this award, so let me briefly introduce it here. In the field of architecture, there are many international awards, such as the prestigious Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Gold Medal with a long history, the more lucrative Japan National Art Award and the Danish Carlsberg Prize, as well as the authoritative awards like the American Institute of Architects (AIA) National Honor Award that values individual work. However, in recent years, these awards have been overshadowed by the Pritzker Prize."

"The Pritzker Architecture Prize was established by the Hyatt Foundation in 1979 to honor annually a living architect demonstrating talent, imagination, and a sense of responsibility in their architectural designs, as well as making lasting and significant contributions to humanity and the built environment through the art of architecture."

"A award becomes great because the winner is great enough, and this first requires the judges to be wise enough, the selection process to be fair enough. The Pritzker Prize has established a rigorous selection system and accepts nominations from all over the world, striving to avoid the interference of various factors such as the nationality, race, gender of the nominees on the final result."

"From 1979 to the present, Philip Johnson, Luis Barragan, James Stirling, Kevin Roche, Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei, Richard Meier, Hans Hollein, and Gottfried Bohm have all been awarded the Pritzker Prize. These masters have also proven the fairness and authority of the Pritzker Prize, and its influence has consequently continued to grow, gradually becoming known as the Nobel Prize of the architecture world."

Others may be a bit confused, but when it comes to the Nobel Prize, everyone understands. In China, this award is arguably as well-known as the Olympic medals.

"Although winning the Pritzker Prize is not a necessary factor in becoming a master architect, I still hope that in the future, there will be several Pritzker Prize winners among us!"

Then Lin Lou redirected the conversation, "However, to achieve this, everyone must remember the three words engraved on the Pritzker Prize medal: firm, practical, and beautiful."

"These three words have a specific order, with 'solid' being the first. If the building you design cannot even achieve solidity, but instead focuses on other aspects, then the priorities are reversed! Due to the uniqueness of the industry, the final decision is not made by us architects, but by the client. However, regardless of what they say, ensuring the reliability of our own work is the top priority!"

"The works we produce must comply with relevant regulations and be accountable for the lives of building users. We absolutely cannot falsify any information. This principle is non-negotiable. We would rather not engage in this business than collaborate with the first party to deceive the public! The principle of the accounting institute is to not falsify accounts, and the creed of the architecture department students is exactly this."

"Secondly, the architecture we design is ultimately for human use, so practicality is also essential. After ensuring the solidity of the building, we must carefully consider the needs of the users as much as possible. We should not bring inconvenience to the users' lives due to pursuing other things, such as creating non-uniform window sizes just to achieve a Mondrian effect on the facade, or adding an indoor pond for the sake of flowing water and toasts."

If solidity is an unshakable principle, then there are some areas of this that are worth discussing. Buildings have diverse functions, but some functions conflict with each other. You may want excellent natural light and complete privacy, superb air circulation and freedom from external noise, these requirements are a bit challenging.

For example, the Nagaya in Sumiyoshi introduces natural resources, allowing residents to appreciate the changing seasons and observe the thriving and declining plants at home. However, living there can be quite troublesome as one needs to sweep fallen leaves in autumn, shovel snow in winter, and even use an umbrella to go to the toilet on rainy days.

However, from the perspective of architectural design philosophy, these are not shortcomings, as Tadao Ando is helping modern people to return to their essence and to the original relationship between humans and nature in this way.

Moreover, there are various factors such as the property of the land and technical indicators that have an impact. For example, when people buy a house, they always find something strange: why do developers design the layout in such a strange way? Don't architects know how to design a good layout that is south-north transparent and square in shape?

This type of layout poses no difficulty from the perspective of architectural design, but if we consider factors such as plot ratio and sunlight duration, it becomes problematic. Developers cannot reduce the plot ratio in order to ensure good layouts, as every square meter of the house contributes to their profits.

If you also add in controlling the total price of the house, reducing sales pressure, accelerating the collection speed, and earning higher profits through means such as stealing floor area, it's not surprising that the layout becomes awkward.

"After achieving solidity and practicality, if there is still capacity, it would be advisable to make the building as aesthetically pleasing as possible. After all, architects live in these places for a long time, and a more aesthetically pleasing design can greatly benefit people's physical and mental health! However, it is important to pay attention to the order and not prioritize aesthetics at the expense of practicality, nor should it compromise the solidity of the building!"

At the same time, there are also requirements for economic and environmental aspects. If the cost is significantly increased due to excessive pursuit of aesthetics, it will be a bit uneconomical.

A typical example in this regard is the eggbeater, one of the three major components of the kitchen in Shanghai - the Shanghai Center Tower. The total height of the project is 632 meters, and its external twisted shape is rare among the world's super-tall buildings.

However, the actual usable area of the Shanghai Center building is actually a cylinder. The twisted shape of the outer layer is achieved entirely by the double-layer curtain wall. This results in the true usable area of the Shanghai Center being quite small, and the interior views are very confusing. Viewed from the inside of the building, the visibility is extremely limited, with two layers of glass and dense supporting steel frames.

The same problem exists in other projects, such as the JW Marriott Hotel in Zhengzhou, where the view from the interior is completely blocked by steel frames, lacking the expansive view that other high-rise hotels provide for a pleasant experience.

In addition, the Shanghai Center Tower has 127 floors and is 632 meters tall, but the height of each floor seems to be close to six meters. Unfortunately, this is not the case. The space above 590 meters is mostly occupied by a steel structure spire, serving mainly for decoration and aesthetics, with the added function of enhancing the building's height. It is essentially non-functional.

The twisted curtain wall wrapped around the exterior and the useless spire on top of the building have significantly increased the construction cost of the Shanghai Center. In the future, the country will strictly limit the construction of super-tall buildings over 500 meters, and aside from the difficulties in fire protection, the above-mentioned issues are also critical. Economically speaking, constructing super-tall buildings is not cost-effective.

When it comes to this point, the first class of "Appreciation of Classic Architectural Works" in the Lin Building has ended. He hopes to plant a seed in the hearts of the students through this course, letting them know what good architecture is and the principles that architects must adhere to.

Adhering to principles can make one a qualified architect, but knowing what constitutes good architecture and being able to create it can make one a master architect.

The teacher and students responded enthusiastically. Whether it was Lin's explanation of good architecture or the detailed analysis of Xiangshan Restaurant, they all benefited greatly. When Lin announced the end of the class, the warm applause lasted for a long time.

Many people also asked him about the next class, which will cover that classic building. Many people have already prepared and collected information in advance for the next class.

The issue that Commissioner Wu is concerned about is, "Xiaolou, your class has set a new record for the number of attendees in our architecture department. I originally thought the auditorium would be sufficient, but it seems we are far from it! Let's discuss with the school and next class, we'll just move to the school's grand auditorium!"

"I reckon that once these teachers and students return, and when they go over the content of today's class, not only students and teachers from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, but also those from other departments and even other schools will come over for the next class!"
Chapter 495 Grand Opening Ceremony

The schedule for the second week has been adjusted because Lin Building still needs to make a trip to Linzhou. The construction of the Linzhou University library has finally been completed after such a long time and is now in use!

The scale of this project is not large, but because it needs to be constructed underground in the old library, students still need to use the old library during normal times, so it is not possible to work every day. We can only take advantage of holidays and summer/winter vacations to build, so the entire project schedule has been extended. It took a long time for the project to be completed, and the Jichuan residents moved into the new office building of the Shanghai Youth League Committee before it was finished.

In total, this project is the sixth one that Lin Building has completed, following the Xiangshan Hotel, the new teaching building of Houku Middle School, the Shanghai Youth League office building, the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin LAFAYETTE, and the Yunnan border martyrs cemetery. As the principal designer of the project, he will definitely attend the completion ceremony.

What's more, Linzhou University even specially arranged for someone to come to Tsinghua University a few days in advance to deliver the invitations. It's not only for the Lin Building over here, but also for some of the school leaders over there. After all, the two schools have a long-standing relationship, and Linzhou University will need a lot of help from Tsinghua in the future. Therefore, we must fulfill our etiquette.

Perhaps the leadership at Tsinghua University is busy and doesn't have time to attend. However, not having time to attend and not receiving an invitation are two different concepts. Sure enough, seeing the thorough etiquette of Linzhou University, the leadership of Tsinghua University is also very pleased. Although the leaders are indeed busy with work and unable to all go, they still sent representatives.

He even prepared gifts for Linzhou University, "The new library is completed, this is a good thing, we can't go empty-handed. The school has just introduced a batch of foreign language works. I'll have someone select some that you can use and send them over."

The library opening gift of books is really great, and it is an exceptionally valuable foreign periodical at the moment. Qin Yong, the director of the office of Linzhou University, immediately expressed his gratitude, "This gift is really too precious. However, the school is really lacking these at the moment, so I will graciously accept it!"

Qin Yong has made up his mind. He plans to call the school as soon as he goes out and ask the principal to personally call and express thanks. Then he will arrange for someone to hang a thank-you letter in the most noticeable place in the library, thanking the organizations and individuals who have helped Linzhou University in the construction of the library. Tsinghua University must be placed in a key position.

When Tsinghua University students see these, they will definitely be happy. Next time they need help from Tsinghua, the school's leaders will also be willing to help. It's a grateful institution, and people will be more motivated to help when they feel appreciated!

After visiting a few leaders, Qin Yong came to Linlou and said, "Lin, Lin lecturer, our school can build a new library, and you have made a great contribution! If it weren't for your brilliant solution, we wouldn't have known when we could use the new library!"

Linzhou University has no land, so there's no way to build any buildings. Gu Jie's cantilever scheme is ingenious, but the local construction unit in Linzhou does not have the capability for it.

If there's no Linlou, Linzhou University can either apply locally to see if they can find a piece of land in the vicinity, but this will take uncertain amount of time, or they can have Gu Jie contact the construction company in Shanghai to guide the construction company in Linzhou to complete the construction. It will take time for the training of workers, introduction and familiarization of equipment, and the construction cost will also increase.

Fortunately, Linlou came up with an amazing plan for an underground library, solving the problem once and for all. Finally, Linzhou University will be able to use the new library.

Oh, when I first met Linlou, he was still an undergraduate student. Now he is already a lecturer in the architecture department at Tsinghua University. Our school doesn't have such a young lecturer yet.

So Qin Yong flattered a few more words, "Oh, with your ability, becoming a professor is just a matter of time. Maybe in a few years, I should address you as Professor Lin!"

"It's all because the policies are strict now. If they were a bit more lenient, you could have been promoted to the position of professor by now! If you are willing to come to our University of Linzhou, even our president would be willing to help you fight for the position of professor." Qin Yong said half-seriously and half-jokingly.

He certainly knows that Lin Lou wouldn't give up the good platform of Tsinghua to go to Linzhou University, so he said it just for the sake of saying it. However, if Lin Lou really wants to go, it would be a great thing for Linzhou University. The university president would be happy to go and ask for help, too!

With the establishment of Lin Building, it will only take three to five years for the architecture department at Linzhou University to undergo a major transformation. While it may not surpass the long-established prestigious universities such as Tsinghua University, Tongji University, and Tianjin University, there's no doubt that it will become the top university in the province!

Director Qin, you really know how to praise people. I am well aware of my own abilities, but I still have a long way to go before reaching the level of a professor. With a smile, Lin accepted the invitation and agreed to attend the opening ceremony with the school's leaders.

After Qin Yong left, Linlou arranged for a gift as planned, just like the school leaders had in mind. Linlou also gave books as gifts, and he had plenty of foreign language journals and monographs.

After making preparations, Linlou and the school leaders took a train ride through half of China, from the north to the southwest. As he was with the leaders, it was not quite appropriate for him to take a plane by himself. Buying a ticket for the leader was also not suitable, so Linlou had to take the train for the entire journey. Fortunately, Linzhou University arranged for a soft sleeper, so it wasn't too hard to endure.

Upon arriving at Linzhou University, I saw a bright red banner hanging at the school gate with the words "Warmly celebrate the completion of the expansion project of Linzhou University Library and the opening ceremony of the library". Student representatives were holding flowers on both sides of the gate. As soon as they saw us approaching, they waved the flowers and shouted in unison, "Welcome, warm welcome, hearty welcome".

This scene brought back fond memories for Lin Lou as he had also done similar things when he was in primary and secondary school. With a smile on his face, he greeted the students and then went to shake hands and greet the leaders of Linzhou University.

"Lin Gong, you don't know. Our library hasn't even been completed yet, but it has become a hot spot in Linzhou City. Every day, many citizens come to the school to visit and see the extraordinary things. Even leaders from the province and the city have visited a lot. They all say that this project is well built and beautiful!" Gao Tianyu, the vice president of Linzhou University responsible for infrastructure construction, is very happy.

When they first saw the renderings and models, they thought the design was very beautiful. But after it was built, they discovered that the design of the forest building was even better than they had imagined.

The person sent over from Tsinghua this time is a vice president who will retire soon. Gao Tianyu saw him with a curious look and immediately suggested, "Principal Liu, can I take you in for a tour as well?"

"The young man on the train did mention this project to me before. To be honest, I am quite curious. How do they solve the problems of lighting and moisture when building a library underground? But you must be quite busy now, right? Just arrange for two people to take us in for a look!" Principal Liu really wants to see it.

During the formal ceremony, there will definitely be a process of visiting the library, but there will be a large number of people at that time, and we definitely won't be able to see everything. It's just for show, so it's better to visit in advance for a more enjoyable experience.

"Haha, my main job now is to accompany distinguished guests like you! I'll take you to the reception center for a short rest first, then after we have lunch, we'll go in for the tour." Gao Tianyu chuckled and led the group towards the reception center.

Rest up, after lunch, washing away the fatigue of the journey, everyone became more energetic, and finally it was time to officially visit the library.

Principal Liu was curious when Gao Tianyu led them to the vicinity of the library. Instead of entering right away, he walked around outside and pointed to the glass pyramids in the flower beds, on the lawn, and even on the artificial lake, saying, "These are the skylights of the library."

Lin Gong has ingeniously integrated the skylights with the surrounding landscape through meticulous design. These skylights were constructed after careful study of the sunlight situation in Linzhou City, not only providing ample natural light for the underground library, but also beautifying the school environment, adding several more attractions to the school.

"Especially those on the lake, at night, the lights of the library shine through the skylights, reflecting on the lake, just as beautiful as the Three Pools Mirroring the Moon in West Lake!"

"You see these several lamp-posts by the roadside. They can provide lighting for pedestrians at night, and the same lamp can illuminate students in the library as well as serve as a street light. Over the course of a year, it can save a considerable amount of electricity cost."

After introducing several prominent landscapes outside, we finally entered the interior of the library. We had just seen the exterior of the skylight well, and now we can finally see the inside.

President Liu and the other visiting guests immediately noticed the tree located in the middle of the glass cylinder. "Wow, this design is beautiful. Who would have thought that we could see a tree in the basement? I think when the students come in and read next to this tree, they might think they are on the ground!"

"Reading for too long can be tiring, so occasionally lifting your head to see some greenery is very helpful for protecting your eyesight! I originally thought that building a library underground would mean that all you would see around you are bookshelves and walls, but I didn't expect to be able to see trees. Little Building, how did your brain come up with this method?" Everyone was amazed by this clever design.

Then I went to see the design for moisture-proof and dehumidification. Even in the most cornered areas, there is no feeling of dampness and darkness as in a regular basement. It feels almost the same as being in an office upstairs.

After the visit, as they came out of the library, President Liu was all smiles. Although he was not an architect, the surprise on everyone's faces and Gao Tianyu's delighted expression showed that the library was indeed beautifully designed, both aesthetically pleasing and practical. Lin Lou had brought glory to Tsinghua University once again.

The next day when the official opening of the library took place, the campus became even more lively. Leaders from the provincial and municipal levels, colleagues from the education sector, and representatives from sister units of Linzhou all came to the campus to congratulate. All the faculty and students of Linzhou University mobilized together to celebrate the official opening of the new library.

The reporters have never put down their cameras. They are used to seeing old Soviet-style buildings and rural mud houses. When have they ever seen such a unique library?

One after another picked up the camera and aimed at everything worth shooting, taking photos non-stop. Going deep underground, trees hidden in glass pillars, these must be captured! The glass pyramid on the lake, this also has to be shot! The window on the slope of the lawn, this also has to be shot...

Oh, the thank-you speeches at the entrance of the library are a bit less appealing compared to the others, but this is a political task, and no one dares not to participate.

The reporters were excited, and the leaders were also very happy. The construction of such a modern and artistic library in Linzhou City has brought radiance to their faces.

In particular, Pei Zhenhua, the deputy mayor in charge of education in Linzhou City, also signed the project when it was established. The city also allocated a sum of money for it. Now that the library has been built so well, this is also his achievement! When news spreads and the library's reputation grows, his achievements will become even more prominent.

"Wow, no wonder you're a student from Tsinghua University, you're amazing. I originally thought that our Linzhou University could only demolish one or two old buildings, or the city would have to find a way to allocate more land, in order to build the new library. Who would have thought that Comrade Xiaolin could come up with such a solution and design such a unique library! Impressive, really impressive!"

Pei Zhenhua's secretary whispered a few words in his ear, and his eyes lit up even more. He raised his hand slightly to signal everyone to be quiet, then proudly said, "Do you all know? Our Lin is the main architect for several venues at the Beijing Asian Games, responsible for over 200,000 square meters of venue and hotel design work!"

The crowd around is even more excited now. They don't understand much about architectural design, but they think this library is beautiful and cleverly designed. However, they don't really understand how good it is or to what extent.

But they are absolutely clear about the significance of the Asian Games. In their view, the designers qualified to design the venues for the Beijing Asian Games are definitely the top architects in the country. Who would have thought that this guy, in his early twenties, would be so skilled? Many people have only now truly recognized Lin's strength and status!

So, Lin Lou was immediately surrounded by people. Some were inquiring about the progress of the Asian Games venues, some wanted to know what they could do to help with the construction of the venues. Even Pei Zhenhua's limelight was stolen by Lin Lou, but he seemed to have no objections at all, smiling and happily standing there watching.

After the ceremony, during the meal, Pei Zhenhua switched seats with someone and sat next to Lin Lou specifically to chat with him. They talked for a long time, from the Asian Games to Lin Lou's personal situation. When he found out that Lin Lou was already married, he felt regretful, thinking what a great catch Lin Lou would have been, but how did someone else beat him to it?

"Ling, I actually have a small favor to ask for your help."
Chapter 496: Project Delivered Proactively

"Lin, here's the situation. We are planning to build a tall building in Linzhou City, and we are currently considering which design firm to engage. I was wondering if you would be interested in taking on this project. If you are willing to handle this work, we won't need to look for any other firm. We trust you to take on the project. You are sure to come up with an excellent design proposal!"

Pei Zhenhua carefully pondered the issue of the library at Linzhou University just now. At that time, he searched through all the architectural design units in Linzhou City, whether it was the provincial institute or the municipal institute, but was unable to find a solution. He couldn't come up with a way to complete the design without demolishing buildings or increasing the land area.

But Lin Lou effortlessly presented a solution that left everyone speechless, and the project turned out to be so successful. This indicates that his ability has exceeded the design institutes in Linzhou City. If better architects can be found, why continue using those of average skill?

Of course, the more important reason, Pei Zhenhua won't tell anyone. Just now, his secretary reminded him that Lin Lou is now in charge of the design of the Asian Games venues, and is also doing important work at the Asian Games Organizing Committee. He started thinking about whether he could use this relationship to help himself make progress.

Since the 1990 Asian Games were held in Beijing, anything related to the Asian Games has been the focus of attention nationwide. Anyone who excels in the related work of the Asian Games is sure to gain the favor of superiors. As for job promotion, it would naturally become an easy matter.

But how to stand out is a bit difficult. He must not be the only one who has thought of this. There are so many smart people across the country and everyone is eager to contribute to the Asian Games. It's difficult to stand out among so many people.

Moreover, Linzhou City does not have any inherent advantages. Compared to the surrounding provinces near Beijing, Linzhou City is too far away. If there are any opportunities related to the Asian Games in Beijing, perhaps Tianjin will know first, and Linzhou City can only count on its liaison office in Beijing. However, they definitely do not have enough manpower. By the time they realize, others may have already come up with a solution.

Compared with cities like Shanghai and Guangzhou, the level of economic development in Linzhou City is far behind. While Shanghai and Guangzhou can allocate a large amount of money to support the Asian Games, Linzhou City may not be able to offer even a tenth of what they have, even if they sell their pants.

Originally, Pei Zhenhua had little hope, but when he saw Lin Lou and learned about his relationship with the Asian Organizing Committee, Pei Zhenhua's thoughts became lively again.
What’s troubling us is not having connections, right? Mr. Lin is a senior advisor at the Asian Organizing Committee and can often meet with those few top leaders.

If there's any information, if he reveals some news slightly, then I will be one step ahead of others. When I come up with a plan, I will ask Lin to take a look first and ask for his help, others in the city may not have such a relationship, right? This way, I will be one step ahead again. By accumulating little by little, I might be able to show my face in the work related to the Asian Games.

Pei Zhenhua then made up his mind to strengthen his relationship with Lin Lou. But how could he find a reason to regularly contact Lin Lou and make him willing to give him guidance? How about giving him some benefits first! Coincidentally, Pei Zhenhua has a high-rise design task at hand, and instead of giving it to someone else, why not give it to Lin Lou.

Giving him the project not only allows us to present better designs, but also provides an opportunity to build a relationship with him. In the future, we can conveniently find reasons related to the project to keep in touch with Mr. Lin. Won't this help nurture a relationship? When the relationship reaches a certain level, it will be much easier to seek advice on the Asian Games.

So when it was time to eat, Pei Zhenhua specifically sat next to Lin Lou, chatted for a while, carefully assessed Lin Lou's personality, and only brought up the main matter when he felt the timing was right.

"Design work for high-rise buildings?" After a moment of thought, Lin realized that the projects on hand were progressing rapidly, and there weren't many tasks that required his personal attention. Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, and others were responsible for completing them, and he only needed to oversee them. If he took on a new project, he would actually have time.

"What kind of project is it? What is it intended for? Residential, office building, or hotel?" However, Lin Lou did not immediately agree, and he needed to understand the situation first before making any decisions.

"We are planning to build a residential building for the staff of the education system. Our city of Linzhou is located in the mountains, and there is not much flat land suitable for building houses. Otherwise, we wouldn't have had trouble finding a piece of land for Linzhou University! So we can only build upwards!"

"Xiao Lin, you don't need to rush to reply. Aren't you going back the day after tomorrow? If you have time tomorrow, I'll take you to the site to have a look and then prepare some materials for you. After you have looked through the materials and thought it over, then make a decision!" Pei Zhenhua was afraid that Lin might be too busy with work at the Asian Games, so he hurriedly added.

"Okay, but you don't have to go in person, just find someone to show me the way!" Lin Lou felt it was somewhat inappropriate to have a deputy mayor accompany him to the site.

"It's okay, this job is currently my top priority, and I am familiar with that place. I can introduce it to you properly tomorrow!" Pei Zhenhua took on this project with the purpose of establishing a relationship with Linlou; how could he possibly delegate the task of accompanying the inspection to someone else?"

Then Pei Zhenhua talked to Linlou about the situation of the land. Linlou listened and indeed had a relatively clear understanding. It seemed that they really wanted someone to help with the design, so they began to seriously consider it.

"In terms of time, I should have enough to complete the design for this project without any issues. However, there is something I need to mention to you in advance: when I did the design for Linzhou University, I was just a regular student at Tsinghua University. As you know, Tsinghua University and Linzhou University have a certain relationship, so I basically didn't receive much payment!"

"At the moment, apart from teaching at Tsinghua University, I also work at a Hong Kong architectural firm. According to the contract we signed initially, any work related to design has to go through this Hong Kong firm."

"It's okay, it's okay. Xiangjiang Architectural Design Firm, just by saying it, I feel like I'm shining!" Pei Zhenhua still didn't quite understand, but he felt that it was really cool to mention Xiangjiang Architectural Design Firm.

Lin Lou had to make it clearer, "The fees from Xiangjiang Architecture Firm are much higher than those from our own architecture design unit."

"Uh, this...!" Pei Zhenhua began to feel conflicted. On one hand, he was reluctant to give up Linlou's architectural design and influence in the Asian sports committee. On the other hand, there was a limited budget for this project, and it might be difficult to spend more on architectural design.

In fact, Linlou took on the project according to the fee standards of other architectural design firms, and stands to make some money. However, in the field of architectural design, it is easy to lower prices, but difficult to raise them again. Moreover, the fee standards of the Xiangjiang firm are as they are now. Why should those who are less capable than me be able to earn more, while I end up earning less?

If it were a public welfare project like the Yunnan Border Martyrs Cemetery or a national key project like the Asian Games venues, it would be understandable. However, for commercial projects like this, there is absolutely no reason to lower the prices.

"Linzhou is far away from Hong Kong and its economy is not very developed. Don't laugh at me, I still don't know what the fee standards are for the architecture firm in Hong Kong. Do they only accept foreign currency, or can they also accept Chinese Yuan?" Pei Zhenhua thought for a moment and asked. He was still unwilling to give up this opportunity.

If you only accept RMB, then let's discuss the fee standards first. If you only accept foreign exchange, then forget about it. Pei Zhenhua can't get so much foreign exchange. If he had that channel, he would have been promoted a long time ago.

"Having foreign currency is better, but we also accept RMB! The specific prices for each item were negotiated by the people from Hong Kong. Let's exchange contact information, and I will inform them when I return, so they can contact you! Lin Lou never involves himself in negotiating, as it easily leads to conflicts."

When the time comes, let Xu Wenbiao do the talking. His fluent Cantonese will automatically make the negotiating opponent feel a little intimidated, which is a convenience I don't have. Even if the negotiation fails, any blame will fall on Xu Wenbiao, and Pei Zhenhua will only think that they are unreasonable, rather than have any opinion of me.

As an architect, one still has to cultivate some artistic temperament. Ieoh Ming Pei can openly say, "Because I'm pay, not I'm free." That's because the commercial atmosphere in the United States is strong.

In today's domestic context, talking about money is still a somewhat thorny issue. If you personally intervene and haggle over every penny with others, it's a bit unbecoming. These habits need to be cultivated from the very beginning.

"Okay, okay! If I have to go to Beijing for a meeting in the future, I will definitely visit you!" Even if the project doesn't work out, it's good to get your contact information," Pei Zhenhua eagerly agreed.

The two exchanged phone numbers, arranged to meet the next day, and then the conversation came to an end. They continued to eat and drink, and after finishing, Lin went back to the hotel, while Pei was busy preparing for the next day.

The next day at the agreed time, Pei Zhenhua came to pick up Linlou with his car. They headed towards the outskirts of the city, and after about half an hour, they arrived at their destination.

This is a piece of wasteland overgrown with weeds. Behind the wasteland is a small hill, with roads passing through on both the front and back sides. Pei Zhenhua pointed to the wasteland and said, "This is the land. Due to limited funds, we will build one building for now. When the situation improves, we will add two more buildings on the side."

"The geological survey has been carried out, and there are no particularly difficult areas. The structure of the mountain behind is also very stable, so there will be no mountain landslides. Only a simple landslide prevention design is needed!"

"Let's go up and take a look. We'll have a clearer view from the top of the hill." So the two of them slowly climbed up along the mountain. Lin estimated that the slope was only about forty meters high, equivalent to more than ten stories.

"In this case, the lower floors below the hill slope will only have single-sided lighting, and the backside lighting will be blocked by this hill slope, making it impossible to achieve a north-south transparent layout. This is not a very good situation, but it is not without a solution."

"Yeah, originally, when everyone was living in the old house, everyone liked to live on the lower floors, so as to save the effort of climbing stairs. But since it was decided to build the house here, everyone wants to live on the upper floors. Anyway, such a tall building will definitely have an elevator, so there's no need to climb the stairs."

"It's just a matter of enduring some hardships during a power outage." Nowadays, the power supply is still not very stable, and power outages are common occurrences. Even if there are elevators, it is inevitable to climb the stairs at times.

"The 18th floor must be equipped with an elevator. Otherwise, young people might still be able to manage, but older people cannot bear climbing up and down every day. Moreover, it would be even more dangerous if someone suddenly fell ill! This is a special situation in Linzhou City, where there is a lack of flat land. In other cities, they would prefer to have several multi-story buildings instead."

Anyway, land is free now, just ask the higher-ups for it. Moreover, building multiple stories is faster and cheaper than building high-rises. Additionally, elevators are scarce commodities now. Even if you have the money, you can't buy one without certain connections and relationships.

Lin Lou carefully observed the land situation, took some photos, drew some sketches, consulted with Pei Zhenhua about the preferences of the local residents, and also specifically visited several residential buildings when he went back, inquiring about the residents' evaluations of their own houses, their favorite areas, and areas that needed improvement.

Regardless of the project, it is essential to understand the needs of the clients. Lin will also record the key points of their conversation. Of course, just relying on this information is not enough to truly carry out the project. Lin will definitely arrange for someone to spend more time on this task. Right now, he just wants to have an initial impression.

Seeing Linlou so serious, Pei Zhenhua felt that he was really interested in this project. However, just thinking about Hong Kong Architecture Firm made him a bit uneasy. He didn't know what price they intended to bid. Can we afford it in the end?

Pei Zhenhua treated Linlou to a meal, and personally took him to the guesthouse. When they left, he also went to the train station to see them off, demonstrating his impeccable courtesy.

The train clattered along for nearly two days, and Lin Lou finally returned to Beijing. After his return, he called Xu Wenbiao to recount the situation he encountered in Linzhou City, "This project is not very difficult, doesn't require much effort, and doesn't need us to bid. As long as the other party can accept our price, the project is ours!"

"Give Mr. Pei a call first and communicate with him to see what he thinks," Linlou was already prepared. If he is willing to accept this price, then we can move forward. This type of low difficulty and short cycle business is still pretty good."

Since the incident at the Lin Building, Pei Zhenhua had been waiting for a call from Xiangjiang. Finally, on this day, Xu Wenbiao called him, "Lei, hello, is this Chief Pei Zhenhua?"

"Yes, it's me!" Pei Zhenhua immediately became excited.
Chapter 497: Deal with it

As soon as Pei Zhenhua heard the sophisticated Mandarin, he knew who it was, "Excuse me, are you from the Architecture and Construction Firm of Fragrant River? Are you the leader of the Linloulin Construction Unit?"

I am the leader of the other party. They are my boss. Xu Wenbiao mumbled in his heart, smiling and saying, "Mr. Lin is a big shot in our firm. I am not qualified to be Mr. Lin's leader. I am just in charge of business negotiations at the firm. My name is Xu Wenbiao, you can also call me my English name, Steven!"

Wow, and it even has an English name. It feels exactly the same as in the Hong Kong commercial warfare TV series, "Mr. Xu, hello, hello. Lin has probably told you about the situation, right? We have a project here and we would like to invite Lin to do the design."

"Our firm has been very busy lately, as we have to design venues for the Asian Games, handle the follow-up work for the capital city's international airport project in Latvia, and participate in the bidding for a museum in Berlin, Germany. Additionally, there are several wealthy individuals in Hong Kong who want to engage Mr. Lin for their projects. Indeed, the schedule is quite tight," Xu Wenbiao said, listing a multitude of challenges.

When I heard that they have business in Germany, Hong Kong, and Latvia, Pei Zhenhua couldn't help but feel a little uneasy. Compared with these projects, the staff housing in Linzhou City's education system seemed a little inadequate.

Fortunately, Xǔ Wénbiāo changed the subject at the end, "But Mr. Lin also mentioned that you, Director Péi, are really too enthusiastic. He didn't want to refuse, so he persuaded the firm's shareholders and asked me to call you to discuss it."

Actually, there are no shareholders. This firm is solely owned by Lin, but if we don't say so, the price will not go up.

"I understand, I understand. It's truly an honor for us that Mr. Lin, with so many major projects on his hands, can still find time to complete our humble little project amidst his busy schedule."

"Some principles still cannot be changed. The fee standards of Hong Kong architectural firm and mainland architectural design units are different. I believe Mr. Lin has already told you about this, right?"

"Lin said that, but didn't specify the exact fee structure. Could you please tell me more about it?" Pei Zhenhua's heart hung up again. Please don't make it too high, we can't afford it if it's too high.

"According to the customs of Hong Kong, fees are charged based on the number of drawings. The price for each drawing varies depending on the nature of the project, with higher fees for projects like shopping malls and villas, and lower fees for regular residential buildings. Moreover, architects of different levels charge different fees, so newly independent architects and established architects like Mr. Lin would definitely have different prices."

Architects of different levels have different fee standards, which is also a common practice in the architecture industry. It's not possible for a famous architect like I.M. Pei to charge the same fees as a newcomer. This is also the case for the standards set by future national regulations.

The "Engineering Survey and Design Fee Standards (Revised in 2002)" provides detailed regulations. The minimum design fee standards are: designer starting from 100 yuan/m², chief designer starting from 150 yuan/m², senior designer starting from 300 yuan/m², and specially invited influential designers at 500 yuan/m² or above.

The difference can be more than five times. If renowned architects like Cui Kai and Zhang Jinqiu were invited to design, it might even exceed five times.

"Understood, understood. This is definitely not the same as the works of ordinary calligraphers or renowned masters like Mr. Qigong in terms of price!" Pei Zhenhua usually enjoys calligraphy, so he immediately thought of a similar case.

“Considering that the customs in the mainland are different from those in Hong Kong, we can also adopt the fee standards that you are more familiar with. Currently in the mainland, the fee standard ranges from 1.5% to 2% of the total project cost. Is that correct?”

"Yes, that's right, that's right." Pei Zhenhua is very familiar with this standard, but this is just talk. In the specific implementation process, in order to win the business, the design unit often chooses to compete by lowering prices.

Pei Zhenhua did not mention the price reduction. In his opinion, it is already rare for Linlou to be willing to take on this project. If he tries to push the price down, it's possible that the other party might get angry and refuse to do it.

"This standard is very different from international practice. The general practice abroad is usually between three to five percent, and well-known architectural firms may charge even higher. When Mr. Lin was designing the new flagship store in Paris for Pierre Cardin, our firm proposed a fee standard of eight percent of the total project cost."

Xu Wenbiao did not lie, but he didn't finish his statement either, because the contract for the Pierr Cardin La Radfons flagship store includes not only architectural design, but also interior design, both of which add up to 80% of the total value!

The feeling it gives is as if Lynn Lou only did the architectural design for Pierre Cardin and got 8% of the design fee. This really scared Pei Zhenhua, as the highest fee domestically is only 2%, and many can get it for 1%. You are asking for 8% right from the start, that's a difference of eight times.

If it were three percent, or even a little more, Pei Zhenhua might even be able to agree by gritting his teeth. But eight percent is too much, and it would be hard to explain to the higher-ups. "Isn't that a bit too high?"

"It's actually not considered high. Mr. Pei's quote is much higher than Mr. Lin's. This is the current situation in the international market. The fees for our firm's work on the international airport project in the capital of Latvia are calculated in tens of millions of dollars!" Xu Wenbiao threw out another bombshell.

Millions of dollars! How much foreign investment did our Linzhou district attract last year? It was only a few million dollars, and it was a real struggle to achieve even that. Who would have thought that someone could make tens of millions of dollars just by drawing a few pictures.

Several bombs in a row have left Pei Zhenhua dizzy and at a loss for words. It seems we can't afford to ask Lin to help with the design.

Just when he was feeling extremely downcast, Xu Wenbiao changed the subject, "However, considering the differences in economic development between the mainland and France, and our strong willingness to support the mainland's development, with the help of Mr. Lin's explanation, a few shareholders have made significant concessions. We can lower the project's fees to 3.5%!"

"Three point five percent?" Pei Zhenhua's mind sparked to life again. If he had heard this charging standard from the beginning, he would definitely not have accepted it. However, Xu Wenbiao used the high percentage at the new flagship store of Radfarr and the exceptionally high total price of the International Airport project in the capital of Latvia as examples, which raised Pei Zhenhua's psychological expectations. Naturally, the effect was different.

They charge 8% for projects in Paris, and now they are asking for only 3.5%, which is not even half! Although local architectural design units in Linzhou only charge 1.5% to 2%, if they negotiate seriously, maybe they can even get it down to 1%. The quote from Linlou is still much higher, but in Pei Zhenhua's heart, it's not impossible to negotiate.

"Mr. Xu, didn't you just say that the international standard for fees is usually between three to five percent? Our economy in Linzhou City is really not as developed as the coastal areas. Can you consider lowering it further? Perhaps to three percent?" He hoped to negotiate for a lower rate.

"Hehe, the international standard is between three to five percent, but that's for regular architects. However, Mr. Lin has already won the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects and the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale, making him a globally renowned architect. His fee standards are definitely different from those of regular architects."

"In general, if you want to ask Mr. Lin for help with design, unless it's a special project like the construction of an Asian Games venue, our lowest quote is also five percent. For your project, we're offering an additional discount. The current fee standard for architectural design in the country is still relatively low, and the three-point-five percent that Mr. Lin has negotiated for has already met the requirements."

After the fee standard is raised in the future, he can continue to increase it. By then, his popularity and influence will definitely grow, and raising the price will become a matter of course.

Okay, I understand. Here's the translation:

"It seems that there's no room for negotiation this time. Pei Zhenhua also knows that Xu Wenbiao's words definitely have some leeway, but who let the other party have the upper hand? Their law firm handles projects worth tens of millions of dollars, so our project is probably just a small addition or subtraction to them. Whether it succeeds or not, they won't attach too much importance to it."

The architectural design firms in the city are indeed affordable, but their level is not high, and they cannot provide other assistance to themselves. In comparison, the final decision on what to do is not difficult to make.

"Alright, I will have a meeting with others tomorrow to discuss and hopefully give you a response as soon as possible!" After saying that, Pei Zhenhua hung up the phone and started to ponder carefully.

When the meeting started, she mentioned the matter once, and the reason seemed grand and justifiable, "Comrades, it has been seven years since the reform and opening up, but there is still much for us in Linzhou City to learn!"

"A few days ago, I attended the opening ceremony of the new library at Linzhou University. When I saw the design of the new building by Lin Gong from Tsinghua University, I was completely stunned. I had never thought that a library could be designed in such a way. This shows that we still have a long way to go in the field of architectural design and need to study harder to catch up with the advanced level."

"Perhaps some people would say that libraries are quite special. How many libraries do we need in Linzhou, and the situation of Linzhou University is even more special. If it weren't for the lack of land, Linzhou University wouldn't have been forced into this situation!"

"But I have to ask, can our architectural design units in Linzhou City perform well in other types of buildings? Libraries may not require many, but there is always a high demand for residential buildings. However, the recent residential building proposals submitted by our own architectural design units are still the old-fashioned Soviet-style cylindrical buildings? How can this be acceptable?"

"Who doesn't know how hard it is to live in the tenement buildings? Why can't we make a change? So I'm considering whether we can take advantage of the opportunity in the educational system's family housing buildings to invite an external architect to design, use this project as a model, learn advanced design concepts, and improve the architectural design level of our city of Linzhou!"

Oh, it's not for the comfort of us educators in the education system, it's all for the improvement of the architectural design level in Linzhou City and the improvement of the living standards of the people in Linzhou.

"Mayor Pei is right. The level of architectural design determines the level of urban construction. In recent years, there have been more and more buildings constructed in our city of Linzhou, but there are only a few that can satisfy people. This is all due to the inadequacy of architectural design." When the leader speaks in this manner, there will naturally be people who echo his sentiments.

"I had also noticed this issue before, but the only solution I could think of is to bring in external talent, arrange for comrades from the architectural design institute to study outside, and invite experts to Linzhou to give lectures and training."

"But for learning and training on paper, do we have any practical and visual cases? Inviting external architects to design a model for us is more effective than attending ten training classes!"

The group members took turns to express their support for Pei Zhenhua. He then took the opportunity to propose his own plan, "If we're going to learn, let's learn from the best. That's why I intend to invite architects from the Fragrant River Architectural Office to design the project!"

"The fee standards of Fragrant River Architecture Firm are a bit higher. Generally, well-known architects would take five percent of the construction cost for the project. After much negotiation, I managed to bring it down to three point five percent!" Pei Zhenhua didn't mention the three percent at all."

"So, we will need to increase our overall budget. This is how I see it - we cannot cause trouble for the country. This project was originally a fund-raising building for the education system. As long as we can collect a little more money, we will be able to live in the residential building designed by the Xiangjiang Architectural Firm. Are you all willing?"

"Will do! It's only an additional 3.5%! Oh, wait, we also have to hire the city's design unit for the design, which adds another 1.5%, so it's only an extra 2%! What a great deal!" someone blurted out.

Living in a house designed by Linzhou City Architectural Design Institute, and living in a house designed by Fragrant River Architectural Firm, would the feeling be the same? It would also give you more confidence when bragging to others!

Nowadays, the collective financing houses are not expensive. With a few thousand yuan, a family can get a house. An additional 2% is just equivalent to two or three months' salary. Spending an extra two or three months' worth of salary can dress up one's home with the iconic design of Hong Kong and win the envy of countless people. Who wouldn't want that?

Buying a Xiangjiang imported electronic watch costs a month's salary. Showing off with an electronic watch is not as impressive as showing off a house.

Under the operation of Pei Zhenhua, the meeting passed the resolution to invite the Xiangjiang Architectural Firm to do the design, and all the eligible employees for fundraising did not object but also supported it, to the extent that even those who originally did not plan to participate in fundraising were considering signing up.

Then Xu Wenbiao flew to Linlou and signed the contract, adding another project to Linlou's hands.

I'm going to have surgery in Xi'an, so there will be guaranteed updates in the next few days.
Chapter 498 Another Consultant

"This project will be your responsibility, I will have Yigang assist you! You are familiar with the design of high-rise residential buildings, while Yigang understands the needs and living preferences of the Chinese people. I'm sure the two of you can collaborate and complete this project successfully!" When Xu Wenbiao arrived in Beijing with the contract, Lin handed the project directly to him.

This project is not difficult, and it doesn't require high-level design skills. Practicality is the priority. With the abilities of Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yigang, it can definitely be completed. Linlou just needs to oversee it.

"Alright, I will discuss with Yigang later on how to do this project well!" Xu Wenbiao was pleased in his heart, although the scale of this project was not large and the total design fee was not high, as the main designer, his commission was quite a lot.

"The economy in the mainland is gradually developing, and people have new demands for living conditions. As long as we do well with this project, similar projects will definitely continue to emerge in the future! So, there's no need to worry, as there will be more opportunities for leading design in the future!" Lin Lou encouraged.

Then the meeting continued, discussing the work of several other projects. After that, Lin Lou prepared to leave. "It's the weekend today, I need to go and pick up my wife. I'll leave for a bit. Have a great weekend, everyone!"

Picked up Yu Bingbing from school, then the two of us went to her in-law's house together, accompanied her father-in-law and mother-in-law for dinner, and then returned home to rest.

Although the two are already married, they still maintain their old habits. Whenever they are both free, on weekends or holidays, they always go out together. Today, they first went to see a movie, and then went to Maxim to have dinner and watch a performance.

At this time, Cui Jian had already released his second album "Confessions in a Dream", which featured his first original song "Difficult Road". This was Cui Jian's second original work after "I Love My Guitar", and the other original song was "My Wish" written by Liu Yuan. The remaining ten songs were all cover songs from Taiwan and Western works.

Regarding the first album, it was the "Contemporary Euro-American Pop Jazz Disco - Cui Jian Solo Collection" released last year. This is purely a cover album. Cui Jian was not willing to admit these two albums later, insisting that "Rock 'n' Roll on the New Long March" was his first official music album.

Although two albums have been released, Cui Jian still hasn't gained popularity, and the Seven Ply Board Band has been forced to disband. Now he can only continue performing at Maxim.

When Lin Lou came over, Cui Jian came to say hello after the performance, "I've listened to the album you gave me last time. Although most of them are not my favorite music genre, occasionally listening to different music styles is still beneficial for my creativity!"

Then he excitedly talked about the photos of the music festival that Lin Lou had sent him, expressing admiration in his words. "The atmosphere of this music festival is simply amazing. I wonder when we can organize a similar one! If that day really comes, I'd be satisfied even if I could just sing one song on stage!"

You are underestimating yourself a bit. If you are willing to participate in that music festival in the future, the organizers will definitely have to save the prime time for you.

Unfortunately, the golden age of Cui Jian had passed by the time music festivals began to appear and expand. The first music festival in China was held in July 1999 at Ritan Park in Beijing, called the first "Heineken Beat 99 Summer Music Festival". As for the famous Midi Music Festival, it didn't start until 2000.

Linlou told Cui Jian about his experiences at the music festival in Helsinki. Cui Jian listened quietly, and then the voice of Song Huaigui came, "Xiao Lou, you've come at just the right time. I happen to have a few friends I want to introduce to you!"

"You go ahead, I need to continue the performance!" Cui Jian said goodbye and left. Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing followed Song Huaigui to another table, where two foreigners and a Chinese person were sitting.

"Let me introduce you. This is Mr. Bernardo Bertolucci. Mr. Bertolucci is a famous Italian film director. The films he directed have been nominated multiple times at the Cannes Film Festival, Berlin Film Festival, and the Academy Awards. The movie 'Last Tango in Paris,' starring Marlon Brando, is one of Mr. Bertolucci's works."

"This is Mr. Jeremy Thomas, a British film producer, and this is Mr. Su Cong, a graduate of the Central Conservatory of Music. Mr. Su is currently involved in the music department at the Free University of West Berlin. Not long ago, he achieved second place in the International Composition Competition for the 100th Anniversary of Liszt's Death with his creation, 'Liszt Piano Fantasy'."

"This is Mr. Linlou from the Architecture Department of Tsinghua University. Mr. Lin is one of the most outstanding young architects in our country. He has previously won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects. And this is his wife, Ms. Yubingbing, who is currently teaching at the university," Song Huaigui introduced them.

Oh, I know who they are. Why are they here? As soon as I heard the name Bertrand, Lin Lou immediately remembered. If we calculate the timing, it is indeed time to start preparing for "The Last Emperor".

After greeting Bertolucci and others, Linlou glanced at Song Huaigui. She also appeared in this movie, playing the role of Empress Dowager Longyu, the mother of Puyi.

"Should be the Venice Biennale of 1982, right? I also attended the Venice Film Festival at that time, but unfortunately did not visit the Arsenale, otherwise I could have met you earlier!" Bertolucci was a regular at the Venice Film Festival. Just one year after winning the Golden Lion at the Palazzo del Cinema, he served as the president of the jury for the main competition of the 43rd Venice International Film Festival.

When deciding to film "The Last Emperor," the biggest challenge was to communicate with the Chinese government through various channels and obtain permission to shoot in China. Bertolucci first used his identity as an old-fashioned Italian Communist Party member to communicate with the Chinese government, and then contacted various connections to find a solution.

For example, Chinese actress Chen Chong, who once appeared in a film by an Italian producer, and Song Huaigu, who has some fame in the Western fashion industry. So, when Bertolucci arrived in Beijing, he went to Maxim's restaurant.

"I and my wife both really enjoyed your film 'The Last Tango in Paris'. " Lin Lou greeted them in turn and then curiously asked, "Mr. Bertolucci, is your visit to China purely for tourism or for shooting a movie?"

"Of course it's for making a movie. Mr. Bertolucci has secured the adaptation rights for Mr. Puyi's 'My Former Life', and has decided to make it into a movie. He has come over this time to discuss cooperation with a Chinese film production company. Although there hasn't been a similar experience before, both sides are interested in cooperating, so it should be possible to reach an agreement in the end," Song Huaigui responded.

"Yes, we are all very optimistic about this collaboration. Jeremy has helped me raise sufficient funds, and Mr. Su is also interested in composing music for this film. I have already started considering the selection of actors and other pre-production preparations!" Bertolucci said optimistically.

Upon hearing this, Lin Lou remembered the rumor he had seen online. In fact, Bertolucci's first choice for the male lead was Tony Leung, who had previously played Puyi in a film directed by Li Hanxiang, leaving a deep impression on Bertolucci.

However, due to Bertolucci's preemptive purchase of the film adaptation rights for the novel and sending a lawyer's letter to Lee Hanxiang to prohibit him from creating the film, he angered Lee Hanxiang. After learning about the conflict between the two, Tony Leung decisively withdrew from the role, and in the end, Bertolucci chose to work with Chow Yun-fat.

Nevertheless, Tony Leung left a gentle and righteous impression on Bertolucci. Several years later, when their friend Jean-Jacques Annaud was planning to film an Asian movie, Bertolucci strongly recommended Tony Leung to him, which eventually led to the film "The Lover" that earned Tony Leung the title of "Most Beloved Asian Actor to French Women".

Upon hearing this, Yu Bingbing showed a curious expression. "Can an Italian really capture the essence of Chinese stories?" However, in the subsequent conversation, she clearly felt that Bertolucci had put in a lot of effort to thoroughly understand the background of the story, which made her even more impressed.

"...We are planning to invite some experts to act as advisors, in order to faithfully recreate the historical scene as much as possible," Bertolucci enthusiastically explained his plans to everyone.

When talking about this place, Song Huaigui suddenly interjected, "Don't underestimate Xiaolou because of his young age. He has a deep understanding of traditional Chinese architecture. I have seen many albums of the Yangshi Lei style at his home. Oh, Yangshi Lei was the architectural family responsible for building palaces for the Qing Dynasty royal family."

"He has a large collection of furniture from the Ming and Qing dynasties, including a dragon throne personally made by Emperor Qianlong! If you're planning to invite a consultant for ancient architecture, Xiaolou is definitely the right choice."

With that said, Bertrucci became interested and immediately expressed his desire to visit Linlou's house, to which Linlou readily agreed.

The next afternoon, Song Huaigui took Beltruki and the others to the quadrangle in the Linlou. As soon as they entered, Beltruki became deeply interested in this unique building.

"This house looks different from the traditional Beijing quadrangle courtyard that I saw in the information, but it is clearly more suitable for modern living. Living here must be very comfortable!"

"This was originally a traditional courtyard house, but due to its old age, it had become dilapidated and uninhabitable. So I redesigned it, raising the floors, removing intricate decorations, and adding some modern architectural elements. However, I still retained the essence of the traditional courtyard house style." Lin Lou led them to visit the upstairs and downstairs.

Betruchi is very interested in the decoration of the terrace tea room and the tiles on the roof. In the end, the group sat down in the tea room on the rooftop, drinking tea and chatting.

Jeremy Thomas doesn't really like to drink tea. He asked if there was any red wine in Lin Tower, then he went downstairs to the wine cellar and brought up a bottle of 1982 Lafite, which startled him. He didn't expect to find such good wine in a place like this.

"The Lafite in 1982 is indeed excellent. Many wine critics have given it very high ratings. However, it is not yet at its best drinking age. Should we wait a few more years before opening it?" He feels a little hesitant to open the wine.

"It's okay, I still have some in my wine cellar, and there are also quite a few stored in Lafite's winery that I entrusted to them! When this batch of wine was just made, I happened to be in France helping Mr. Pierre Cardin with design, and I heard that the wine from that year was very good, so I asked Mr. Pierre Cardin to help me buy some."

So everyone changed their tea to red wine. After Bertolucci had seen the album of Yang Shilei and visited the collection of Linlou, he began to believe that he really had this ability. So he formally invited Linlou to serve as a consultant for the crew of "The Last Emperor".

Linlou did not refuse. First, this job was not too busy, and second, he remembered that during the filming of "The Last Emperor", significant damage was caused to the Forbidden City. Members of the crew nailed nails and hung plaques on the walls, and the ground stones were also damaged by machines. If he joined the crew, he would definitely try to avoid these problems.

After finishing the topic at hand, Bertolucci once again expressed his admiration for the courtyard, "I feel that living here can stimulate my creativity more than staying in a hotel. It's a pity that there are too many people here, otherwise I really want to rent it out for me and the other members of the crew to use during filming."

"It's not impossible. Although I can't free up this house, I have similar ones elsewhere. They may differ in some details, but overall they have a similar style to this courtyard. No problem, I have several empty quadrangle courtyards in the hutong. You can stay there if you want."

"Can this really be true?" Betelgeuse originally thought there was little hope, but Linlou unexpectedly gave him a pleasant surprise.

"Mrs. Song has been there, it's closer to the Forbidden City, making it convenient for shooting! It's a bit wasteful to leave the house empty, and such a big house can easily get damaged if no one lives in it, so it's better to just rent it to him."

After finishing the bottle of Lafite, the group went to the alley, where Beltrucci and Jeremy Thomas both liked what they saw. "Mr. Lin, if it's convenient, could you please rent me this courtyard? As for the rent, would $10,000 per year be acceptable to you?"

Betrugi has not been in China for long, and his consumption concept is still Italian. Linlou laughed after hearing this, "Ten thousand dollars, that's about how much I spent when I renovated my house back then."

"No need, houses in China are not that expensive!" Lin reduced the price on his own initiative, and Bertolucci readily agreed, entrusting Song Huaigui to help him prepare furniture and appliances. He planned to use this place as his residence during the filming of "The Last Emperor".

The house has been rented out. It's not sustainable to leave the rest of them empty. Should I find more tenants? I didn't think much of it before, but now I'm thinking about finding tenants.
Chapter 499 The Li Family's Cuisine

“Why do you want to go find Lao Li? Although he studied architecture at Tsinghua University, he ended up switching to applied mathematics. I know his architectural skills well, he may not be able to teach you much.” Academician Guan was a bit puzzled upon hearing Lin's intention to visit Lao Li.

"I'm not afraid to make a joke, but I am a foodie! I always hear people saying that Teacher Li cooks delicious food, so I wanted to try it out. But I don't have any relationship with Teacher Li, so if I just show up at his door, he definitely wouldn't receive me. That's why I thought of you!" Lin Lou said with embarrassment.

"Hi, what's up with me! It's simple. When I first graduated, I started teaching at Tsinghua. At that time, the department was being reorganized and Lao Li, who used to teach architecture at Peking University, came to Tsinghua after the reorganization. I even assisted in teaching his class. I can't guarantee anything else, but it shouldn't be a problem to join us for a meal! I'll give them a call later and see if they are free today. If they don't have any guests, we'll go over there later!"

Although Academician Guan is a few years younger than Li Shanlin, Li Shanlin's academic path was rather tumultuous. He initially enrolled in the chemistry program at Fu Jen University, then transferred to Peking University after a few years to study architectural structures starting from the second year. Subsequently, due to departmental adjustments, he ended up in the architecture department at Tsinghua University, making him Academician Guan's junior in the end.

He graduated from the architecture department of Tsinghua University but did not continue to work in architecture. Instead, he became a professor in the mathematics department of Capital University of Economics and Business, and has since retired.

He is not very well-known in academia and doesn't have any particularly outstanding achievements. However, in another field, he has profound attainments. The famous Li family cuisine was created by him.

When Lin Lou traveled through, the reputation of the Lijia Cai had already been tarnished. However, a small private kitchen that has enjoyed a renowned reputation for decades must have earned it. The cooking skills of Lao Li, the old master of the Lijia Cai, have long been rumored. Lin Lou had wanted to go try it out, but since Lijia Cai had not yet opened for business, Lin Lou had to ask Guan Yuanshi to take him there for a meal.

He has figured it out. If Mr. Li's culinary skills are as good as the legend says, then he can cooperate with him to expand the scale of the Li family's dishes. They don't need to find another storefront, they can just vacate the courtyard for him to use. Lin Building also doesn't aim to profit from his rent, just to make it more convenient for themselves to have meals.

He said a few words over the phone, mentioning that Academician Guan had taken care of the matter. "Alright, consider yourself lucky. You can come with me later. But you..."

"I understand, I understand. When going to someone's house to share a meal, you can't go empty-handed! I'll go back and grab two bottles of liquor to bring over." So Linlou went back and took out two bottles of Maotai, then followed Academician Guan to the home of the old man Li in Yangfang Hutong.

When Hu Tong entered, Lin Lou saw the storefront of the future Li family's restaurant. Although the place is well-known, the area is very small. Upon entering, Lin saw old Mr. Li and his family of seven squeezed into a small house with three rooms, and the living room that was later converted into a restaurant was only about ten square meters.

"Lao Guan, it's rare to see you here. It has been a long time since you last came to visit me, hasn't it?" Lao Yezi didn't address Academician Guan as a teacher. Academician Guan only taught him a few classes back then, and wasn't considered a formal teacher.

"Is this your proud disciple?" After exchanging pleasantries with Academician Guan, the old Mr. Li looked at Linlou and asked.

"Haha, I wish I had such outstanding disciples! Xiao Lou is currently pursuing his master's and Ph.D. under my guidance, but I don't usually bother with him as long as he submits his assignments on time," smiled Academician Guan. "Students and disciples are different. Anyone he has taught in class is a student, while a disciple is someone who inherits his teachings."

Academician Guan is willing to pass on his mantle to Linlou, but unfortunately, the two have different architectural design concepts, leaving Academician Guan feeling regretful.

He patted Linlou on the shoulder, "I just finished calling you, and he handed in his assignment, so I thought he also likes to eat, and I might as well bring him over to your place for a meal!"

Academician Guan certainly couldn't say that Lin Lou came to freeload. He made the call himself. After all, Mr. Li is so much older than Mr. Lin, it would be impolite to say so, so he changed his wording.

"Hello, Teacher Li. I heard from Teacher Guan that you like to drink a little. Luckily, I have a few bottles of wine. Later, you and Teacher Guan can have a few drinks!" Lin handed the wine over.

"Wow, Moutai! Today I guess I'm benefiting from Lao Guan's good fortune!" Since they were not strangers, Mr. Li didn't stand on ceremony and happily took the Moutai, saying.

"Come, let's sit down first. My daughter will have the dishes ready in no time!" Mr. Guan invited everyone to sit down, and then talked about his culinary life while enjoying the snacks he made.

"My hobbies when I was young were cooking and fishing. At that time, resources were not abundant, and we had to use meat coupons to buy meat. This made me learn how to make the most of what I had; for example, using lean meat to stir-fry dishes, frying the fatty parts, using the leftover oil to cook cabbage, and using the oil residue to make pancakes."

"Many years ago, when our whole family went to famous restaurants like Fengzeyuan and Cuihualou, I would secretly observe and learn. I would eat half of the salt and pepper seasoning they provided with the dishes and take the other half home. I would spread it out on a piece of white paper, take out a magnifying glass and tweezers, and carefully examine it, figuring out the proportions of the white, black, and yellow components to understand their ingredients."

"Going to Quanjude for roast duck, while everyone else is absorbed in the delicious food, I always end up running to the back kitchen alone. At least I know the whole process and how it's done. After understanding it, I can try to prepare and adjust it myself. Teaching applied mathematics is just to make a living, but teaching cooking should be the real job."

"Our family is from the authentic Eight Banners - specifically the Plain White Banner. My grandfather was originally a minister of the Imperial Household Department, holding the position of a commander-in-chief. During that time, the Imperial Household Department would design and write recipes, which had to be inspected and approved by a high-ranking official before being processed and prepared. The palace cuisine at the time integrated the essence of various ethnic cuisines including Han, Manchu, Mongolian, and Hui, resulting in a wide variety of styles and types."

"Grandfather's dishes are delicious but not easy to make. He used to manage the imperial kitchen and knows some of the secrets. After reviewing the menu for a long time, he naturally remembers some of the dishes. It was only after retiring that he wrote down the palace dishes he remembered, including how to select and mix ingredients, as well as simple cooking methods. However, the instructions were not very detailed. During festivals, we would learn to make them."

"About a decade ago, I was suspended from school due to my family background. Fortunately, because of my poor health, I was not sent to a rural labor school. Instead, I was allowed to stay at home. From the time I first left school until I returned, I spent seven years at home."

"In these seven years, I have only done two things. One is to continue studying my applied mathematics. Relying on this accumulation, I can continue to make a living by teaching at school. The second is to cook at home. I dug out the recipes left by my grandfather and remembered what I learned when I used to eat out. I slowly figured out how to make the dishes well!"

"Over time, my cooking skills have improved much faster than my math skills. I have turned my children into foodies. As long as we have spare time, our family prepares meals together. At first, I led the cooking, while they chopped and prepared the ingredients. Now that I'm older and my children have also become skilled, I just guide them on the cooking timing and seasoning, and the strictness of this process is no less than my attitude when teaching applied mathematics in the classroom."

Mr. Li inherits the fine tradition of old Beijingers. The story he told was so amusing that both Mr. Lin and Academician Guan were completely engrossed in it.

"Two years ago during the 35th anniversary of National Day, CCTV and 'Chinese Food' magazine jointly organized a cooking competition. They both urged me to sign up, but I am getting old now. The competition requires starting from knife skills, such as cutting meat into fine strips with attention to thickness and length. Just on this point, I was sure I wouldn't pass. After some discussion in our family, we decided to send my second daughter Lily to participate instead."

"That time, over 2800 people signed up nationwide. The first stage of the exam was a written test, using pork, eggs, chicken, fish, potatoes, tomatoes, and rapeseed as ingredients to design a menu, which eliminated a group of people. The second stage was a practical test: to design a banquet. Lily spent two hours and made 14 dishes, winning first place."

After finishing the story, the dishes were served. Pickled cucumbers, mustard greens, Beijing smoked meat, sauced live fish, and clear broth with swallow's nest were all signature dishes of the Li family in the future. Linlou tasted them and found that they were indeed quite good, much better than when he tried them in his later years.

Now it's made for friends, and only a few dishes are made. Nowadays, there are branches opened, with so many customers coming in a day, the level of attention to detail is definitely different.

As everyone continued to eat and chat, Lin Lou tasted the dishes and gained full confidence in the cooking skills of Master Li. He praised their exquisite culinary skills and said, "With your cooking skills, if you were to open a restaurant, you would definitely make money!"

"Many people have said the same thing! In fact, I also want to give it a try!" Grandpa Li has always loved food, so he doesn't feel ashamed of being a university professor and opening a restaurant.

He sighed and gestured with his hand, "You see, my house is only this big, and I have to accommodate seven people. Where can I open a restaurant?"

"Why not go out and rent a house?" asked Academician Guan.

"If you're going to rent a house, you might as well open a formal restaurant. I worked in the kitchen of Quanjude before, and being a chef is exhausting. I didn't have a moment to spare all day long. Cooking a few meals a day is enjoyable, but if you do too much, it becomes a burden! I'm already retired, why would I want to burden myself?" Mr. Li shook his head vigorously like a drum.

He regards gourmet food as a hobby, but is not willing to let his hobby become a burden for the sake of making money. "I figure, even if I were to open a restaurant, at most, I would just learn how to cook Tan family's dishes from back in the day and open a private kitchen."

During the late Qing Dynasty in the Guangxu period, the aristocratic young man Tan Zhuanqing, whose grandfather and ancestors were all officials and enjoyed good food and drink, had his father, Tan Zongjun, blend Cantonese cuisine with Beijing cuisine to create "Tan Family Cuisine," which became famous in Beijing. Later, their family fell on hard times, and Tan Zhuanqing had to rely on the Tan family's "private dishes" prepared by the family chef or wives to supplement the family's finances. He would host banquets at home, with three meals every evening, requiring reservations to be made three days in advance. At its peak, reservations had to be made one month in advance.

This is probably the earliest origin of private home cuisine. Master Li didn't want to open a big restaurant like Fengzeyuan because he thought it was too tiring. However, he was very interested in opening a small private kitchen to learn from the Tan family.

"The chef's energy is limited. If there are too many guests to serve, the quality of the dishes cannot be guaranteed. It's not a bad idea to open a small restaurant!" Lin Lou nodded. Isn't this the reason for the decline of the Li family's reputation for their cuisine in later generations?

In fact, whether domestic or foreign, Gordon Ramsay's chain restaurant also went bankrupt. Jiro Ono, on the other hand, has always held on to his small sushi shop, and has achieved the reputation of being the god of sushi.

"It's nice to have a private kitchen, but there's not enough space in my house. Renting a place outside is not cost-effective. I only cook a few tables of food a day, and may not even make enough to cover the rent. If I raise the price, customers will complain."

"The location is great! If you're not picky, you should come to my place!" Linlou finally saw an opportunity, "There's a vacant courtyard at my place, and the environment is good. It would be perfect for you to open a private kitchen."

"You?" Mr. Li blinked and looked at Linlou, "How old are you? And you already own a house? Your accent doesn't sound like a native Beijinger. It's unlikely that your ancestors left you a house."

"Lao Li, you haven't been paying attention to the architecture industry for a long time. Xiaolou has taken his projects all the way to Paris! Ever since he was an undergraduate, he started designing for a construction firm in Hong Kong. The commissions they gave were high, and the houses he has now are certainly not inferior to the ones your family had back then!" Academician Guan added.

The Li family originally belonged to an official family. Their large mansion used to have over ninety rooms. However, due to the decline of their family and the change of dynasties, they now only have these three rooms in Yangfang Hutong.

Academic Guan visited Lin's house and learned about the surrounding alleys. He carefully recounted the situation to Old Man Li, who was indeed somewhat moved. However, in the end, he shook his head and said, "Ah, it's a good place, but with such a large courtyard, how much would the monthly rent be? I can't afford to rent it."

"It's not necessary for you to rent the entire courtyard. Use the rooms that you find suitable. That will be just fine! In fact, Lin doesn't really want to collect rent. Just treat me to a few meals every month, and that's good enough for him."

After some persuasion, Old Master Li went to the alley the next day and was quite satisfied with the place. Having been wealthy in the past, Old Master Li naturally knew what kind of environment was needed for good private kitchen dishes, and this place at Linlou happened to meet the requirements.

And opening a shop here does not require vacating the family's space. With seven people living in three rooms, it's already crowded enough. If it shrinks to two rooms, it won't be suitable for living.

Rent a few rooms here, so that my second daughter who is responsible for cooking can live here. The other people in the family can also live more comfortably, so after some discussion, Old Master Li rented a few rooms.

The place was already renovated, and the style was in line with Mr. Li's requirements. After spending a few days purchasing tables, chairs, and kitchen utensils, the Li family’s restaurant finally opened for business. Linlou also brought them their first wave of customers.
Chapter 500 Something's wrong

The guests were divided into two groups. One group consisted of colleagues from the law firm, while the other group included members of the "The Last Emperor" cast such as Bertolucci and Jeremy Thomas, with Song Huaigu joining them.

While waiting for the food to be served, Linlou introduced Mr. Bertrucci to the background of Mr. Li, "Mr. Li's ancestors were high-ranking officials in the Qing Dynasty and were in charge of reviewing the menu for the imperial cuisine. This time, you can taste what the members of the Qing Dynasty royal family used to eat. Later, you can also ask Mr. Li to tell you about the dietary habits and etiquette in the palace at that time, which I believe will be beneficial for your film shooting."

"China and our Italy are one of the few countries in the world that truly understand and appreciate the art of cooking and enjoying food. During my time in Beijing, I have truly enjoyed the cuisine!" Bertolucci pondered. He thought that if Mr. Li's words were reasonable, he might as well have him serve as a consultant for the film, specifically for the appearance of gourmet food in the movie.

After the dishes were served, everyone was very satisfied, especially the foreign guests, Bertrucci and Jeremy Thomas. Bertrucci, who lives in Italy, has always been fond of good food, while Jeremy Thomas, living in the UK, finds the British culinary culture somewhat lackluster. Now, after experiencing the skills of Chef Li, it might be a bit hard for them to go back to eating British food.

After the dishes were served, Old Master Li sat with them for a while, and during the meal, Bertrucci inquired about his grandfather's experience serving in the court. Old Master Li recounted in detail the dining etiquette in the Qing Dynasty palace and the dietary preferences of several important historical figures.

Bertolucci felt that this trip was very rewarding as he not only got to taste authentic palace cuisine, but also collected a lot of first-hand materials for his own film. Therefore, he extended an invitation for Chef Li to become the culinary consultant for "The Last Emperor".

Mr. Li is quite interested in this job. He is excited to be able to replicate the dishes his grandfather once reviewed for a movie. He readily agrees to take on the task.

The first group of foreign guests received by Lijia Cai were employees of the Amoco Oil Company. When the Hong Kong director Yan Hao was shooting a movie in Beijing, he was introduced to dine here. Yan Hao's sister worked at Amoco Oil Company and through her introduction, the celebration banquet after Amoco signed an agreement with CNOOC was arranged here.

Afterwards, employees of American Arts and Crafts Import and Export Corporation, Anderson & Co., and other foreign companies started dining here. The chief representative of Anderson & Co. is a British man, who introduced Li's cuisine to the British Embassy. One day, the British Ambassador Evans visited Li's Cuisine, and thus the reputation of Li's Cuisine spread among foreigners.

Afterwards, when the U.S. Treasury Secretary, Robert Rubin, visited China, he dined here as well. Rubin's wife is a writer. She published an article upon returning to the United States, expressing her feelings about eating the Li Family's cuisine. The reputation of Li Family's cuisine quickly spread in the American diplomatic community. So much so that when Madeleine Albright visited China, she even proposed to dine here, but unfortunately, due to scheduling conflicts, she was unable to come.

In order to successfully make private cuisine, the taste of the dishes is naturally the most important aspect. Additionally, celebrity endorsements are also essential, otherwise the prestige cannot be established. Now, Linlou has managed to bring over individuals like Beltrucci, and when the movie officially starts filming, Beltrucci will definitely invite Zunlong and others to dine here, and then host a few journalists here. The reputation will naturally spread.

And Song Huaigui has a quite a reputation among the foreign community in Beijing, and she socializes a lot on weekdays. Although she owns Maxim's Restaurant, it's not a good idea to eat the same dishes all the time. Foreigners are used to Western food, and sometimes they also want to taste Chinese food. When they come here, Linlou can guarantee that the reputation of Lijia's dishes will surely spread faster than it was in history.

After trying it, Li Qingxi, Hu Zhongping and others also felt it was very good. In the future, for any social activities, they like to bring their guests here. Old man Li strictly abides by the principle. There are only a few tables available every day, once they are filled, there are no more. Except for occasionally adding an extra table at Linlou, no one else can come if they arrive late.

Gradually, the reputation of the Li Family's cuisine started to spread in Beijing. Besides eating Peking duck, many foreigners also choose to taste the Li Family's cuisine when they visit Beijing.

Just as the business of the Li family's restaurant was gradually picking up, Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yijust completed the design plan for the residential building in the education system of Linzhou City, and presented it to Linlou for a report.

"I referred to the design plans of several high-quality residential projects in Hong Kong, and conducted research with Yigang in Linzhou City. We visited a group of customers who had already paid the capital, inquired about their expectations for their new homes, conducted a detailed analysis, and finally completed this plan."

"The entire building has a total height of seventeen floors. Originally, we planned to have a layout of two elevators and four households, but Mr. Pei mentioned that nowadays, elevator prices are very high and in great demand. It is very difficult for regular units to purchase elevators, and getting one is already his limit, so we can only design one elevator."

"In more specific house types, according to Mr. Pei's request, we have designed three-bedroom and two-bedroom units of different sizes based on the administrative level of the residents. In the current family housing buildings, apart from the funds raised, the residents' level is also an important measure. It’s not just about having the money or being able to contribute more funds, it’s about being able to live in a larger house type."

"Based on our detailed communication with the cadres of the education system in Linzhou City, we learned that they all really like a spacious living room and feel that the larger the living room, the more impressive it is. They didn't have any special requirements for the bedroom, so according to the customer's preferences, we deliberately enlarged the area of the living room. This change received their unanimous approval during the communication."

Nowadays, people use the living room as the main activity area. When guests come over, they drink tea and chat in the living room, or simply prepare some snacks and have a few drinks. If the living room is too small, it won't accommodate a few more guests, and the host will certainly feel embarrassed. Therefore, they would rather make the bedroom smaller.

Anyway, since the bedroom is for my own use and guests won't come in, as long as I can sleep in it, why bother about so much? This kind of thinking is not only present among the people in Linzhou, but also widely prevalent across the country.

"Considering that below the twelfth floor, there is a hillside behind, which greatly affects the lighting, so we have designed the living room in an outward position, so that the living room can enjoy ample natural light..."

"The exterior... rooftop waterproofing... fire protection... water and electrical pipelines..." Xǔ Wénbiāo and Guō Yì took turns to give a detailed report of the details of this plan to Lín Lóu.

"Good, well done. Just need to make some slight adjustments, then we can present it to Mr. Pei for review." Xiangjiang has rich experience in the design of high-rise residential buildings, so the plan presented by Xu Wenbiao doesn't have major issues. Lin pointed out a few minor flaws, and they will spend a few days to make the modifications.

After the modification was completed, Lin Lou brought the two of them to Linzhou City again to report to Pei Zhenhua and other leaders of the Linzhou education system. As soon as Lin Lou arrived, he took several photos of the high-rise residential buildings in Xiangjiang.

"Before designing this project, we visited several representative residential projects in Xiangjiang, absorbed the advantages of these projects, and combined them with the actual situation in Linzhou, as well as the results of the preliminary client surveys, to ultimately create this proposal!"

Pei Zhenhua and the others eagerly looked at these photos, "Oh, so the people in Hong Kong live in this kind of houses. They do look quite stylish, much better than the high-rise and bungalows we currently live in."

Where can I buy these furniture and sofas? I wonder if I can find a local carpenter to make them. Many people are earnestly admiring the indoor photos, nowadays, many people do not have the concept of interior decoration, after getting a new house, they just put a layer of whitewash and paint and move in.

A bit more particular about it, I would go to a locally well-known hotel to see how they tidy up the rooms, and then imitate the hotel's decoration. However, the decoration of hotels and residences is definitely different, so it's not very comfortable to live there. Now, seeing the interior decoration photos of people in Hong Kong, they have finally figured out a bit of the trick.

"The room is indeed beautiful, but the living room is a bit small. It can't accommodate a few more people." They are really concerned about the living room after all.

"Please rest assured that we have specifically increased the area of the living room according to the discussions we had earlier. Here is the floor plan," Lin Lou displayed the floor plan and compared it to the one in the photo. "As you can see, our living room is twenty-five percent larger than the typical living room in Hong Kong."

In fact, it's just a few tens of centimeters wider. Lin used a bit of linguistic trick here. If you simply say it's a few tens of centimeters wider, people will think it's not much bigger. But if you say it's 25% wider, then it's a different story. It's a whole quarter wider.

"Wow, it sounds like the place we're living in now is even more spacious than in Hong Kong!" Upon hearing this, several leaders felt extremely proud.

"Yes, yes, in Hong Kong, the population is large, but the land area is small. In reality, many people live in tight spaces. Nowadays, the housing price in Hong Kong is 800 dollars per square foot. For a house this big, it's almost approaching one million Hong Kong dollars." Xu Wenbiao's Mandarin has become very fluent, but at Linlou's urging, he intentionally added an accent.

"1 million yuan!" Everyone became even happier upon hearing this. The houses that people in Hong Kong have to spend 1 million yuan to buy, we can move in with just a few thousand or tens of thousands. It feels really good.

Then Lin Lou took out the renderings and model. The meticulously rendered renderings brought them a huge shock. Many people couldn't believe it. Are we really going to own such a stylish building and beautiful houses?

Seriously report the conclusion, then answer their questions one by one, resolve their doubts, and finally, everyone is very satisfied with this plan. "It's worthy of being a plan made by the Fragrant River Architecture Firm. It is indeed better than what our local architecture design units have come up with!"

The money spent on this building is worth it. Once it is completed and we move in, it will definitely become the envy of the entire city of Linzhou. Maybe it will even make it easier for our children to find a spouse. Which girl wouldn't want to live in such a beautiful house?

"Then, if the plan is approved, we can start drawing the construction drawings when we go back! Once the construction drawings are completed and approved by the relevant departments, this building can officially commence construction!"

"Approved, approved. Hardworking forestry workers, please finish the construction drawings as soon as possible! We will also prepare in advance here, striving to pass the inspection as quickly as possible, and start construction early! Ah, everyone is really looking forward to the new houses!" Everyone has been eager to move into the new houses as soon as possible, and now that they have seen such a good plan, many people can't wait to move in tomorrow. Who would still nitpick the plan?"

"Okay, we will complete this task as soon as possible! Our firm has been using computer-aided design for a long time. The speed of producing renderings is more than three times faster than traditional hand drawings. Everyone will soon be able to see the complete set of construction drawings!" Lin Lou said, glancing at Pei Zhenhua.

Pei Zhenhua first seemed stunned, then quickly responded, "Since the plan has been approved, I will write a note to the finance department to expedite the transfer of this amount!"

It is written in the contract that the payment must be settled before starting the next phase of work. I'm so used to dealing with local architectural design units that I almost forgot about this.

The work on the construction drawings has also progressed smoothly. It didn't take much time to complete all the drawings, and Guo Yi just sent them to Linzhou City. Pei Zhenhua had already arranged with the department responsible for reviewing the drawings. They reviewed the drawings at the fastest speed, not only finding no problems but even exceeding the requirements in many areas.

So he immediately stamped and signed the approval, and then Pei Zhenhua could have the construction unit start work. The workers from Linzhou City Construction Company entered the construction site with equipment and began leveling the land.

Pei Zhenhua is also actively contacting various scarce building materials and supporting equipment, hoping to complete the construction of this building as soon as possible. He also frequently calls Linlou to communicate the progress of the project. Every time after discussing the project, Pei Zhenhua will intentionally or unintentionally bring up the Asian Games, hoping to get some useful information from Linlou.

As the land was leveled and the excavation of the foundation pit began, the reinforcement bars and cement were also in place. In addition, Pei Zhenhua had indeed obtained some useful information from Lin Lou. Therefore, he gradually relaxed and it seemed that he only needed to wait patiently.

However, good things are often accompanied by setbacks. That day, just after he returned from inspecting the construction site, he received a phone call with some bad news. The voice on the other end of the line said, "Mayor Pei, something has happened. It seems that we won't be able to complete the building."
Chapter 501 No Elevator, Still Can Build

"What's going on? I just came back from the construction site and everything was fine. How could it not be built? This is impossible!" Pei Zhenhua's face immediately turned dark. "Don't talk nonsense!"

"There is no problem at the construction site! Didn't we report to the superior department before that we wanted to purchase an elevator? The reply from the superior department has arrived. Recently, elevators are in high demand. Linzhou City has only managed to secure a few. They are to be prioritized for more important projects such as office buildings and hotels, so it's not even our turn!"

"Our project won't be completed in just a few months. If it can't be done this year, then we'll wait until next year. It's fine as long as the elevator can be installed when the building is finished. There's no rush!" Oh, now I remember, there was indeed a discussion about installing elevators when we were talking about constructing the new office building and guest house.

"The quotas for next year are also filled, and there are none available for the year after next and the year after that! We can't just leave the building there and wait for the elevator to be installed, right? Moving in directly is not an option either. It's fine for those on the lower floors, but residents on the tenth floor and above won't be able to handle climbing stairs every day!"

"It's impossible. Even if elevators are in high demand, they shouldn't be this scarce, right? Wait a moment, I'll make a few phone calls to inquire!" Pei Zhenhua was also getting anxious. It took a lot of effort to convince Lin Lou to help with the design, and now that the drawings were done and a large portion of the money had been paid, telling me there's no elevator just wouldn't work!

However, after making several phone calls, not only could we not find an elevator, but it also confirmed the situation. Nowadays, various provinces are all engaged in construction, but the production and import capacity of elevators cannot keep up. Therefore, they can only be prioritized for more important projects. Projects like residential buildings are often arranged last and it is basically impossible for them to have a turn.

Is it definitely someone's doing? Ah, someone must have paraded around with the design for the staff housing building and made someone hold a grudge. Now most of the cadres and workers in Linzhou City live in high-rise buildings or bungalows, but they have started constructing such nice buildings. I guess no one would be happy to see that.

This unhappiness naturally calls for finding a solution. It is not practical for our own company to construct a fancy residential building like the educational system. So the only way is to find a way to prevent them from building their own building. In that case, everyone will continue to live in high-rise buildings or bungalows, and there will be no need to envy them.

Pei Zhenhua can handle such a big leadership role without any problem understanding people's hearts. He quickly guessed the truth of the matter, but even if he guessed it, there isn't really a good way to deal with it.

I have looked for a lot of connections, but the responses are all the same. Nowadays, the elevator situation is indeed tense, and there may be hope in at least three years, which is inferred based on the current situation. If there are several more important projects in the next two to three years, they will have to be pushed back even further. It's possible that it may not be their turn for five years!

He became anxious and someone secretly warned him, "Zhenhua, many people are keeping an eye on your building now. I think it's better for you to be low-key and patiently wait at home."

Okay, now Pei Zhenhua doesn't even dare to continue finding people. After going back, many officials came over. They were so happy earlier when they listened to Lin Lou explaining the plan in the meeting room, but now they are just as frustrated.

"What should we do now? The construction team has all entered, the land has been leveled, and the pits have been dug. We can't just stop the work, can we? The loss will be too great if we stop now!"

"Many workers and officials at all levels are hoping for this! If we dare to stop working, we won't be able to go home at night. Our homes will definitely be blocked by people!"

"There is no way to stop it. We have already signed contracts with the construction company, and the steel bars and cement have been delivered. We can't just return them, right? Moreover, if we stop the construction, all the money we have spent so far will go to waste!" Everyone frowned and said.

"Are there no other options? Can Mr. Xu help and buy an elevator from Hong Kong? If it can't be found in mainland China, there must be some in Hong Kong, right?" Someone began to ponder other solutions!

"Buying an elevator from Hong Kong, the Chinese currency may not be accepted, and moreover, how did you even get in? Even if you manage to buy one, it might get intercepted by other organizations before it even clears customs! They do not have the authority to import goods and must go through import-export companies, which have planned imports."

"Even if we can obtain Hong Kong dollars, even if the import-export department doesn't intervene, it's unlikely that we can transport the elevator to Linzhou City, let alone install it. It will probably be snatched away by other projects!" Even if we can transport it to Linzhou City, it won't work either. Oh, the elevators for Linzhou Hotel and Linzhou Government Office Building haven't arrived yet, and you want to install them first? The city leaders will definitely not be pleased."

"Alas, there's really no way out of this! I guess we'll have to wait a few more years before moving to a new house!" someone exclaimed with a sigh. With no elevator in this seventeen-story residential building, it's completely unusable."

"Your child has just started elementary school, you can wait a few years without any problem. But my child is getting married soon and the old house is too small to live in. We have been looking forward to moving in and preparing a new room for the child. If we don't make it happen, my child won't be able to get married." Someone is unable to wait any longer."

Pei Zhenhua listened to their noisy chatter and felt his headache intensify. "Alright, alright. What's the use of just complaining? Go back and figure out a solution!"

However, after thinking for several days, he still couldn't come up with any good solutions. Moreover, his leader warned him again, telling him not to play any tricks, which made him even more clueless.

On this day, Pei Zhenhua was having a headache in his office when he received a phone call from Xu Wenbiao. Xu informed him that the next batch of drawings had been completed and asked when he should come over to report.

"Mr. Xu, we don't need to rush on this matter. We have encountered some minor issues recently, and the progress of the project may be affected. Please also temporarily pause your work on your end. I will handle it on our side and get in touch with you again later."

"What's the matter, Chang? Wasn't everything fine before? Why are there suddenly problems now?" Xu Wenbiao asked curiously.

"It's like this..." Pei Zhenhua explained the situation, "Now that we can't get the elevator, even if we build the building, we won't be able to move in! I'm already thinking about temporarily suspending the construction team; you guys won't have time to deal with it either."

"I see." Xu Wenbiao pondered for a moment. If there is no elevator, it would indeed be more difficult. "Okay, let me report to my superior first and then contact you again."

Actually, according to the contract, there is a time limit for them to complete the plan. If the project progress is delayed due to Pei Zhenhua's side, they still have to pay according to the contract as scheduled. But now Pei Zhenhua is frustrated and if they bring up the issue, the other party will definitely be angry, so Xu Wenbiao temporarily did not mention it.

He reported this matter to Lin Lou and both of them were very frustrated. It was originally a very simple project, why did such a thing happen suddenly? Could it be that the first failed project in my hands is about to be born?

He has also seen quite a few failed projects in later generations, either because the Party A's funding chain was broken and unable to continue, or because they encountered policy changes and had to stop working.

Occasionally, there are some rather unusual reasons. For example, if a large ancient tomb is accidentally discovered while digging foundations, the developer will be in tears. If they're lucky, they may have to wait two or three years for the cultural relics protection department to complete the excavation of the tomb before they can resume construction. During this time, property prices may rise, and in the end, they may actually profit from the delay.

If you're unlucky enough to come across a highly protected ancient tomb, you won't need to work on the project anymore. The money from selling the land will be refunded to you, and you can find a new piece of land. This would result in a huge loss. When developing in Xi'an, a city with a long history, you often encounter such situations.

Lin Lou had heard other more bizarre reasons before, but it was the first time he heard about the work stoppage due to the lack of an elevator.

After asking a few people, I found out that elevators are currently in high demand and short supply. Many projects have been delayed due to the inability to purchase elevators. However, for people like Pei Zhenhua, who have already started preparing the foundation, it is rare for them to have to stop work.

"What should we do now? Just wait?" Guo Yi was also frustrated. After finally having the opportunity to showcase his skills and earn more commission and bonuses, they encountered such a situation. If we can't continue, wouldn't it mean that the drawings I made before were done in vain?"

"Ah, what else can we do? Let's just think positively! We've already received most of the design fees for this project, so financially, we haven't really suffered much of a loss," said Li Qingxi, trying to comfort the others. From an economic perspective, the situation didn't cause much damage to the firm, because only a small portion of the payment was outstanding.

Although the funds for the subsequent part are gone, there is no need to do the work anymore! However, the law firm's previous projects have been relatively smooth, and suddenly an unfinished project appeared. Although it was not their fault, everyone still feels somewhat dissatisfied.

"From an economic point of view, it's not a loss, but it still has some negative impacts on the law firm! We know the project was halted due to the client's reasons, and there was nothing we could do, but others may not know that! Some may even think it's our fault," said Lin Lou.

At the same time, it also has a certain impact on the team's morale. Xu Wenbiao, Guo Yigang, and others put a lot of effort into this project. They certainly hope to see the completion of the project as soon as possible and also hope to receive their commission sooner. Guo Yigang is also waiting to save enough money to buy a house, while Xu Wenbiao is planning to change his car recently. If the plan falls through, they may be in a low mood for a period of time.

"However, we can't really be of much help with this matter, can we? We can't just buy an elevator and deliver it over there, can we? Although it may be easy to buy an elevator, as Mr. Pei also mentioned, even if we were to deliver the elevator to Linzhou, it would still be reassigned to another project in the end!" Xu Wenbiao also felt that from the perspective of the law firm, there wasn't really a good solution.

"If we can solve the problem from a design perspective, can't we just continue with the project?" Linlou said, "We can adjust the plan, remove the elevator, and that's it. And without the elevator, the area occupied by the core will decrease, the shared proportion will decrease, and the rate of usable area will increase. Maybe they will be even more welcome."

"Lin, this is a 17-story residential building! How can we live here without an elevator? It might be a bit better for those below the 6th floor, but climbing the stairs every day for floors above the 10th will be exhausting! If there's a water outage, carrying buckets of water up to the 15th or 16th floor, one would go crazy!" During this period, power outages were not uncommon, and water shortages were just as common.

"Yes, it's not just the issue of water supply being cut off. It's also a headache to move in, isn't it?" Carrying the TV, lifting the sofa up to the seventeenth floor, just thinking about it makes my muscles ache.

"If it were any other project, a building this tall would definitely need an elevator, but this project is different. We can use some special methods to solve the elevator problem!" Lin Lou thought of a similar project.

The White Elephant Residence, claiming to be one of the new top ten attractions in Chongqing, is even higher than this project, with a total of 24 floors and 540 households. Instead of using elevators, it cleverly makes use of the 38-meter height difference in the base according to the unique terrain of Chongqing, proposing concepts such as "air corridor level", "multi-level and multi-standard height entrance", "public communication corridor", and "transforming high-rise into multi-story".

Introduced a new form of high-rise residential buildings with 4-25 floors without elevators. The designer has planned three entrances on different floors, at the first floor, tenth floor, and fifteenth floor.

And all three entrances are located on different roads. The first floor leads to the Xiawanglongmen Station, directly connected to Changbin Road; the tenth floor leads to Baixiang Street, while the highest fifteenth floor leads to Jiefang East Road, so whether it is on the lower floor, middle floor, or upper floor, it is still relatively convenient to go out.

The highest entrance is equipped with an aerial corridor, which connects three buildings. Walking on the corridor, the Yangtze River Cableway passes closely from the side, and one can even see the people inside the cable car. The unbeatable view of the Yangtze River, Dongshuimen Bridge, Huguang Assembly Hall, and the vast Yangtze River are all within sight.

The breathtaking urban scenery crosses the eyes from time to time, making this corridor almost a romantic and mysterious path in the heart of Yuzhong district. The varying heights of the floors make visitors keenly aware of being inside a three-dimensional mountain, providing a wide and open view, making it an excellent spot for enjoying the river view.

Such a wonderful sight has attracted many film crews to come and shoot. "Hot Pot Hero" has been filmed here, leaving a deep impression on movie fans from other cities.

So much so that this place has become a popular spot in Chongqing. Many out-of-town tourists who visit Chongqing make a point to go to Baixiangju's skywalk to see and experience the beauty of the 3D cityscape for themselves.

In the case of Linzhou City, there is also a small hill behind the project, which can completely borrow the methods of the Bai Xiang Residence, using multiple entrances to convert the high-rise buildings into multiple levels, thus solving the residents' travel issues without using elevators.

The update tomorrow may be delayed.
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"Are there really going to be 17 floors? How can we build it without an elevator? And it doesn't meet the standard regulations, right? If it were just a regular project, it would be fine, but with this project being so high-profile, not having an elevator would lead to a lot of complaints, wouldn't it? Do you mean to say we should change it to several multi-story buildings? But then the land wouldn't be enough, right?" Li Qingxi asked hesitantly.

Designing elevators for residential buildings depends on the number of floors, which varies by country. In some European and American countries, elevators are generally required for buildings with four or more floors, while in the former Soviet Union, Japan, and Taiwan, elevators are required for buildings with six or more floors.

In our country's 1954 "Architectural Design Code", it is stipulated that "Residential rooms on the fifth floor or above, or the highest floor with the floor level higher than 17 meters above the ground, should be equipped with elevators."

Two years later, there were further changes to the regulations. The 1987 edition of the "Residential Building Design Code" stipulates that buildings with seven floors or more should be equipped with elevators. By the time Linlou arrived, in some areas, there were attempts to raise the regulatory standards again. Beijing, for example, mandates that for new residential buildings with four floors or more, or with the floor level of the entrance exceeding 9 meters from the outdoor design ground level, elevators must be installed.

Due to various reasons such as construction costs and elevator production, the implementation of this requirement is not strictly enforced in practical operations. Many cities still have a large number of residential buildings with seven, eight, nine, or even ten floors without elevators. Such residential buildings are extremely inconvenient to use, especially for the elderly, weak, and disabled, who find it difficult to climb stairs and carry heavy objects.

If the project in Linzhou hadn't caused so much commotion, it would have been possible to convert more land into two eight or nine-story multi-story buildings. But with so many people reporting it now, it probably won't be possible to do it anymore.

The land resources in Linzhou are relatively scarce. Even Linzhou University cannot find more land to build a new library, let alone the construction of residential buildings for the education system. Seeking additional land approval will definitely be obstructed, and building a multi-story eight or nine floor building will also be reported by some for reasons such as lack of elevators and failure to meet regulatory standards.

"If it were in other places, it might be a bit tricky, but the terrain of this project is quite unique. We can totally make use of the small hillside behind to work on it!" Linlou pointed at the photo and said.

Then, with a few strokes on the conceptual sketch, two additional roads were added leading from the winding road up the hill, one at the sixth level and the other at the twelfth level. Two connecting bridges were also added to link the apartment building and the road.

When he drew the highway, Li Qingxi and the others' eyes immediately lit up. When the bridge was finally built, there was a sound of applause on the scene. "Yes, why didn't I think of that! We can go around from this road and enter the building from the middle of the building, can't we?"

“Why do high-rise buildings need elevators? It's just because it's inconvenient to use! By making this change, it's like stacking three multi-story buildings together, with no significant difference in usage compared to multiple floors. There is no inconvenience, and it may even save the cost of purchasing elevators, reducing the construction cost!”

"It's not just a matter of cost, the room occupancy rate has also increased. Without the elevators, we won't need the elevator shafts, and the core area will be significantly reduced. With the same single-floor area, each floor can at least have an extra two to three square meters, which can be allocated to each household. The living space at home can also be more spacious!"

"And moreover, the residents on the upper floors will have an additional option when entering their own floor. With this change, they will have more than one route to get home! For example, a resident living on the ninth floor can enter from the sixth floor entrance or the twelfth floor entrance and then walk down!"

"If it were up to me, I'd rather take the elevator, especially when moving, as going down the stairs is much easier than going up, especially from the twelfth floor."

"Well, when moving, it saved a lot of effort for the sixth floor and twelfth floor! Just carry them straight in through the entrance! It's even more convenient than installing an elevator! Even if there is an elevator, many furniture items cannot fit in and can only be carried up the stairs. Carrying large furniture items to the twelfth floor is definitely not an easy task!"

Nowadays, elevator spaces are generally narrow. Larger furniture such as beds cannot fit into the elevator and can only be carried up the stairs, making moving a very troublesome task. If your interpersonal relationships at work are not good, no one is willing to help you move, and that can be a big headache.

However, after Linlou's modification, a tricycle can be directly used to deliver the furniture to the doorstep on the first, sixth, and twelfth floors. For other floors, there is not much need to climb stairs. For floors below the fifteenth, at most three flights of stairs need to be climbed. Only floors sixteen and seventeen might be slightly more troublesome.

But this is not a big deal either. Living on the fifth floor of a multi-story building has become a habit for everyone. We are mentally prepared to climb four or five floors, even the older people can slowly make it up there.

"It's easy to make changes! Just need to remove the elevator shaft, adjust the space in the stairwell a little, and slightly increase the area of each unit! I'll go make the changes, it'll be done quickly!" Guo Yi Gang was originally feeling frustrated. It was a rare opportunity for him to take on a more important role, but he didn't expect to encounter this situation.

In his view, this problem seemed difficult to solve, but just when he was feeling sad, Lin Lou easily turned the situation around by casually drawing a few strokes on the blueprint, and the problem was resolved effortlessly.

"I'll call Director Pei right away and tell him the good news!" Xu Wenbiao also breathed a sigh of relief. This was also the first major project he led, and if it were to stop midway, he would feel the pressure as well.

"The plan solves the problem of inconvenience in going up and down the stairs, but strictly speaking, there are still some issues if we follow the standard requirements. After all, according to the standards, our building is still considered a high-rise. However, I believe they should be able to resolve this issue on their end! Be sure to mention this on the phone!" Lin reminded.

"This is nothing! This house was originally meant for people in the education system to live in. As long as they don't have any objections, it doesn't matter what others say! And all over the country, there are plenty of buildings with seven or eight floors without elevators, but people still live in and use them, right? There are even some with nine or ten floors. If our plan doesn't get approved, then those buildings shouldn't be constructed either!" Xu Jiaping interjected.

The 17th floor does not have an elevator, which is an extremely rare situation. However, it is not uncommon for buildings to have no elevators on the 7th, 8th, or 9th floors, which is a common phenomenon these days. Those who previously reported this issue cannot use it as an excuse.

"Furthermore, I feel that this solution can be applied to more than just this project. There are many similar plots in Linzhou, and if the solution can be promoted, other organizations will benefit as well!" Linmita thought of more possibilities.

Currently, economies in various regions are not affluent, but there is always a demand for housing. This solution is more economical than using an elevator, and there is no need to wait in line for the elevator. If this solution succeeds, it will definitely be imitated by others.

"Not only Linzhou, there should be some special projects in Chongqing that require this kind of design! And mountain cities like Shiyan, Fuling, Panzhihua, and Ganzhou can solve a lot of problems by adopting such plans!"

Isn't the sense of accomplishment for being a designer all about being able to use clever thinking to solve problems and provide high-quality products for clients? Since you can't get an elevator now, I will come up with a solution for you that doesn't need an elevator but won't reduce the living experience.

In physics, there is a phrase called "under ideal conditions", which refers to the state of a physical reaction when all other interfering factors are removed.

And in the field of architectural design, there is a similar concept. The things learned in textbooks are purely theoretical. Architects will encounter many problems in their work, and ideal design conditions do not exist. At this time, architects need to work hard to overcome these problems and come up with the best possible solutions.

For example, the previous office building of the Shanghai Youth League faced issues with sunlight exposure due to the unique nature of the land plot. Therefore, the design of the building adopted a curved design and utilized sunshade eaves to solve the problem.

For example, for the library project at Linzhou University, since there is no space on the ground, we can move it underground and use light wells to solve the lighting problem.

The level of an architect's skills may be difficult to judge from routine design conditions, but when faced with difficult problems, their depth of expertise becomes apparent.

The design of this high-rise residential building in Linzhou shouldn't be difficult. As long as we put in a little effort and study the housing preferences of the people in Linzhou, we can come up with a satisfactory plan for them! Even if you let Linlou design it themselves, it wouldn't be much different from Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yigang's design.

Once a problem arises, their abilities are a bit lacking, but Lin Lou steps in and solves the problem. Although in this plan, all he did was adding two connecting bridges to the building, these two bridges are the essence of the entire project.

If there were no these two connecting bridges, the problems faced by the project could not be solved, and the cooperation could only be terminated; now with these two connecting bridges, all the problems have disappeared.

This is the work that the head of an architectural firm should undertake. They stay out of the way until needed, and when they intervene, they can solve the most crucial problems. This is how architects like I.M. Pei, Tadao Ando, and Zaha Hadid operate. Otherwise, for a large prestigious architectural firm that takes on dozens or even hundreds of projects, if they have to personally complete all the projects, even mastering the art of shadow clones wouldn't suffice!

If that architectural firm doesn't have such a "treasure of town and mountain", it definitely won't be successful! Everyone can handle regular projects, but in order to win projects, they can only compete by cutting prices. The result of this competition is that the firm's junior employees work overtime every day and get tired, but don't earn much money!

Special projects are not something many people can do. So, the price is determined by the agency. If you think my price is too high, it's fine, go find a cheaper agency and see if they can solve your problem! Finally, after asking around, they came back and signed the contract obediently.

However, as urban development in Europe and the United States stagnated in the later period, the number of projects available to European and American architects quickly dwindled. Meanwhile, construction in China continued to grow rapidly, leading to a large influx of European and American architects into the country. This resulted in a surge of special projects, with many foreign architects offering lower quotes than their Chinese counterparts.

I have no choice but to lower my price. Quoting a high price means no projects, which leads to the inability to sustain the operation of the firm. My skills are likely to be wasted as well. Therefore, even if I can't earn much money, I have to lower the price to participate in bidding. Once the price is lowered, it's difficult to raise it again, so I can only keep pushing it down.

However, those renowned architects are exceptions. The Shanghai Poly Theater directly invited Tadao Ando to do the design, while the Meixi Lake Art Center in Changsha invited Zaha Hadid. These choices were driven by the prestige of these two masters who could bring higher added value to the projects.

The Bird's Nest chose Herzog & de Meuron, the CCTV headquarters chose Koolhaas, and Zaha Hadid along with ADPI won the design for the Daxing Airport, which are solutions that other architects cannot achieve.

Linglou wants to become a great architect like them, so he must always maintain a leading position in fame and technology. Only then, when a large number of European and American architects enter the Chinese market in the future, can he still maintain a transcendent position.

The work in Lin's building has been completed, and other work will be taken over by Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yigang. There are still many details that need to be supplemented, such as how to construct the road extending from the highway and what to use as support for the bridge. However, these are just physical labor. The most difficult part is coming up with creative ideas for the bridge.

Several newly joined architects at the firm were also impressed when they heard about this. They thought the project was definitely going to fail, at least they couldn't come up with a good solution, but in just a few minutes, Linlou came up with a solution!

Several new employees exchanged glances and understood each other's meaning. Despite Lin's young age, he possesses genuine skills. We still have a lot to learn from him in the future.

Xu Wenbiao called Pei Zhenhua and said, "Chief Pei, I have already discussed with my superiors. The consensus among several shareholders is that although the total price of cooperating with Linzhou is not high, it is related to the strategic direction of the firm's development in the mainland. After all, excluding the Asian Games venues, this is the first project our firm has cooperated on in the mainland. It wouldn't be good if we didn't complete it."

"At the same time, we also don't want to let Director Pei down and his expectations of us, so we have decided to continue our cooperation. In the near future, I will go with my colleagues to Linzhou to report the plan to you again."

"However, we really can't get the elevator. How can we continue to collaborate on this project?" Bei Zhenhua was a bit confused. It's obvious that we can't continue with this project. Why do you still insist on it?

The surgery was so painful that I cried. There's still a 5 o'clock appointment in the afternoon.
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"Alright, it's settled then. I'll go confirm the time now, and I'll inform you as soon as it's confirmed," Pei Zhenhua hung up the phone, and a smile finally appeared on his tired face. If someone from the medical profession saw it, they would definitely find this smile strangely familiar, just like those constipated patients in the proctology department finally passing their stool after a long time."

"Xiao Zhang, come in!" The voice was also much more vigorous. As soon as the voice fell, his secretary pushed the door and entered, and was stunned to see the expression on the leader's face.

"Leader, what good news do we have?" As a secretary, he must have a good understanding of the leader's temperament, so he immediately started playing the role of a sidekick, trying to make the leader happier.

"Haha, there is indeed good news, and it's not just any good news but great news! But I can't tell you right now as I want to surprise them!" With his previous plans thwarted, Pei Zhenhua had been feeling frustrated, but now he could finally let it out. He was already looking forward to seeing the expressions on their faces at the meeting.

"You immediately help me to write a document, saying that we are applying to hold another review meeting and asking them to re-examine the plan for the family building," Pei Zhenhua patted the secretary's shoulder and said, "The land has been leveled, building materials and equipment have been brought in. It's not a solution to just leave them there!"

"Isn't this a waste? Whether it succeeds or not, it's best to get a result as soon as possible! Weren't they pushing for a quick resolution to this issue before? Now we can give them this opportunity!" Since the elevator incident reached a deadlock, many people have brought this up, but Pei Zhenhua has been holding out and enduring a lot of pressure."

However, as soon as Xu Wen Biao called, he immediately changed his mind, wishing the meeting could be held tomorrow. He wanted to see the expressions on their faces after Xu Wen Biao reported the new plan.

"Boss, has the elevator been sorted out?" The secretary is confused, this is not possible, right? Even if the Xiangjiang architectural firm can help them purchase an elevator, it wouldn't be for the residential building project, right?

"Haha, you don't need to worry about this. Just quickly draft the document and submit it before the end of the day!" Pei Zhenhua didn't want anyone to know about this news in advance, not even his own secretary.

The leader's secrets cannot be easily inquired about. Since Pei Zhenhua is unwilling to say, the secretary dare not ask more, hurried back to draft a good document, and submit it to Pei Zhenhua for review. After making some minor modifications, it was sent up according to the process.

The news quickly spread in Linzhou City, and many people felt puzzled. "What's going on? Wasn't Pei Zhenhua always blocking the re-evaluation? Why did he suddenly agree? Did the plan change?"

"Heh, it's useless to make any changes! Without an elevator, they won't be able to build such tall buildings! Building multiple floors will result in fewer houses, will the staff of the education system be satisfied? By that time, we won't even need to intervene, the people from the education system will be able to block the door of Pei Zhenhua's house themselves."

"Are they planning to acquire the plot next door again? If so, that would make it three multi-story buildings, and the number of houses would be about the same!"

"It's impossible, absolutely impossible! Land in Linzhou is so scarce! So many units are still unsettled, why should such a large area be allocated to the education system? Well, actually, I wish Pei Zhenhua would do that. If he dares to do so, he will offend not just one or two people! But he definitely isn't that foolish!"

How many units are still waiting for the approval to build staff housing on the land? If the education system takes up too much, then other units will have less. Either reduce the scale of staff housing, or wait for a few more years. Who can bear this! They were already the target of public criticism, and now they have to face another wave of opposition, which will definitely anger other units.

"In my opinion, he just wants to settle this matter. If the issue keeps dragging on, people will continue to use it to attack him. Hold a review meeting, follow the formal process to reject this project, and the matter will be resolved. In the future, others won't be able to use this as an argument anymore."

"Also, there are arrangements for the education system. It's not that I'm unwilling to help you with the house, it's just that the pressure is too great, and I can't do it! This complaint will also fall on the heads of the reviewers, and their responsibility will be somewhat lighter!"

"It's like the 'ko' in the game of Go. By sacrificing a few pieces, the situation suddenly becomes clear. If you keep entangling over those obvious pieces that cannot be saved, you will end up losing the entire game."

In the first China-Japan Go Challenge this year, the top Japanese Go player, 9th Dan Kobayashi Koichi, defeated six Chinese players in a row. At one point, the Chinese team fell behind 5-7 to the Japanese team. However, Nie Weiping, as the captain, played against and defeated Kobayashi Koichi and the reigning champion Kato Masao on August 27th and 29th respectively, leveling the score to 7-7.

In November, in Beijing, Chinese go player Tang Zexi defeated the Japanese reigning champion, who has won the "Go Saint" championship six times and was awarded the title of "lifelong Go Saint". This victory marks the first time a Chinese go player has defeated a top-tier Japanese player, achieving a significant breakthrough for China.

Nie Weiping's victory set off a wave of Go frenzy across the country. Go has become the hottest topic of the moment. Even these leading cadres cannot avoid it. Regardless of their skill level, they always like to pretend to play Go. In their daily conversations, they also like to throw in a few Go terms. This has become a trend.

In modern terms, if you don't understand these now, you're out of touch. As soon as he finished speaking, someone nearby gave him a thumbs up and said, "What a great metaphor! Only a Go master like you could come up with such a fitting description. We wouldn't be able to think of that!"

"However, his approach is quite effective. The review meeting rejected his proposal, but he managed to turn the situation around. Originally, he received a lot of criticism, but now, he has actually gained some sympathy. It's possible that after some time, the leader may become more lenient and sympathize with the education system's grievances, and might approve the elevator."

"Hehe, of course 'turning over the boots' is a good move, but it also depends on how you use it! For some fixed formations, it may seem like 'turning over the boots' can break through, but in reality, if you dare to make a move, you'll only end up with more losses!" This person seems to have gotten a bit addicted and continues to use Go as a comparison.

"If he plans to do it this way, we can do this...like this...and then like this...At that time, everyone won't think that Pei Zhenhua has been wronged, but instead they will consider him to be giving up on himself, lacking work ethic, and backing down in the face of difficulties..." These criticisms can be fatal for a cadre, meaning that he is unfit for important roles!"

Then they discussed carefully, and Pei Zhenhua soon received the message. At his level, it was crucial to stay well-informed.

Pei Zhenhua not only did not get angry, but instead became even happier. The more enthusiastically they dance now, the more unsightly it will be in the future. What's even more crucial is that he doesn't need to do anything now; he just needs to wait patiently. When Xu Wenbiao and the others present their plans at the evaluation meeting, all their preparations will have been in vain.

Sure enough, everything still depends on real strength. As long as one's strength is sufficient, all problems can be easily solved. This incident has also brought a new realization to Pei Zhenhua, causing him to reflect on his previous actions.

If it were another architectural design unit, the first thing that comes to mind when something like this happens would definitely be to use connections. Do Xu Wenbiao and his team not have any connections? Obviously, that's not possible. However, instead of resorting to such means, they quickly and ingeniously came up with a new solution to perfectly resolve the issue.

Now, all the efforts that others have put into are completely invalid. It's much better than relying on connections to find someone. Even if you solve the problem by using connections, aren't you still owing a favor to someone? It's always the most difficult to repay a favor. The current problem may be solved, but it might create trouble in the future, you never know when the bomb might go off. Is it really a clean and neat solution like this?

Perhaps I should change my approach in the future. As long as I can complete my work at hand with high quality, I will stand invincible, instead of being as embarrassed as I was a few days ago.

"Leader, the time for the review meeting has been set, it will be at noon the day after tomorrow...." The secretary came in to report the results, hesitated for a moment before saying, "...but recently I heard some unfavorable rumors about us."

He is extremely nervous right now. The fate of the secretary is often closely related to the leader. If Pei Zhenhua is in trouble, he will suffer too.

"Xiao Zhang, how many times have I told you, one must be steady and composed as a person, look at your current demeanor, does it resemble the conduct expected of a cadre at your level?" This secretary was newly assigned to him, and Pei Zhenhua also wanted to take this opportunity to assess and observe him.

If he can stand firm, it may be worth giving him more opportunities in the future. But if he makes any mistakes due to concerns, it means his prospects for development are limited, and future arrangements will need to be reconsidered.

"We have done everything we can do. Now, all we can do is patiently wait for the results," Pei Zhenhua said calmly. For him, the outcome of this matter was already destined, and he just needed to wait for the fruits of victory.

The secretary left feeling utterly confused. Looking at the other colleagues in the office building, they still appeared worried and showed no signs of relaxation. This deepened his confusion - there was no change in the situation, so why was the leader so calm?

He wanted to go and ask someone, but as he was about to get up, he remembered his father-in-law's advice. He was warned not to do such things as work as a secretary for the leader. So he sat back down, suppressed his anxiety, and continued working.

Pei Zhenhua saw this scene from inside and nodded in satisfaction. It seems that although Xiao Zhang lacks a little experience, he is still very reliable. If he continues to maintain this style, once this matter is over, he can consider giving him more responsibility.

Then Pei Zhenhua picked up the phone and, after several transfers, reached Xu Wenbiao. "Mr. Xu, the time for the next meeting has been confirmed. It's at two o'clock the day after tomorrow! The time is a bit rushed, so I'm afraid you'll have to set off early tomorrow morning!"

"It's okay, I happen to be in Beijing now. I remember there's a flight this afternoon to the neighboring province. After arriving, I can transfer to a train and should be able to arrive by tomorrow noon. I can also rest for half a day to adjust my condition." Xu Wenbiao has already finalized the plan and can leave at any time.

"That's great! I'm just a little embarrassed. Even if I arrange for a car to come now, I probably won't be able to get there before the plane lands. I can only arrange for someone to pick you up at Linzhou train station. By the way, do you have any problem with the train tickets? Or should I help arrange some soft sleeper tickets for you?" Pei Zhenhua was very satisfied with them.

Who said it's difficult to deal with people from Hong Kong? Their service is quite attentive, isn't it? If it were a domestic architectural design unit, at most they could probably secure a few hard-seat train tickets. If the distance to Linzhou is a little further, when they finally arrive after spending more than a day on the train, they would probably be too exhausted to report properly.

Indeed, you get what you pay for. It's natural that a higher price comes with its reasons. Not only is the plan well thought out, but even these small details are taken into consideration. Arriving in Linzhou a day early, getting a good rest, and then being able to report with full energy, it definitely feels different.

"Pei Xichang is really too polite. These are things we should have done, so how can we trouble him!" After exchanging pleasantries for a few moments, Xu Wenbiao hung up the phone and started packing up.

He and Guo Yi have already made preparations. Now they just need to bring their briefcases with the documents and some change of clothes, and they can set off. The administrative staff of the firm helped them arrange the airport and booked the tickets. Now Lin Lou has become a frequent customer of the capital airport, so there is no need to book tickets through Standard Chartered Bank anymore.

As for the train tickets, it is even easier to solve. After arriving at the airport, the ticket sales point over there has already prepared the soft sleeper train tickets for them.

After the plane landed, I took a taxi to the train station. I had dinner at a restaurant near the train station, then got on the train and lay down. I had a comfortable sleep and when I woke up, I had arrived in Linzhou.

A group of people arrived at the guesthouse for a short rest. In the evening, Pei Zhenhua came over to welcome them. He resisted his curiosity and didn't mention the new plan at the dinner table, nor did he follow them to the rooms to look at the drawings after it ended.

By the next day at noon, the judging committee officially began. In addition to the necessary experts, there were also leaders from Linzhou City and staff from relevant units in attendance. Their attitudes varied, and although there was no trace of it on their faces, Pei Zhenhua could still keenly detect occasional changes in their expressions.

"Hehe, there are quite a lot of people looking forward to the show, but you're all going to be disappointed later! Pei Zhenhua sneered inwardly, but his expression remained unchanged."

After the opening remarks, the meeting officially starts. Xu Wenbiao walks to the center and starts to report the plan to everyone.
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Guo Yigang walked onto the stage with a blueprint in his arms, and then hung up the blueprint. Xu Wenbiao opened the briefcase and took out a shiny black rectangular box, which was filled with a sense of technology, giving people the impression that it was a very advanced instrument.

Now, all the attention in the room turned to the new gadget. Everyone curiously looked at it. A cadre who had talked to Xu Wenbiao before asked, "Mr. Xu, may I ask what instrument this is?"

"Oh, this is a laser light indicator. In Mandarin, it should probably be called a laser indicator!" Xu Wen Biao then pulled out a cylindrical metal rod from the box and connected it to the small box with a cable.

The earliest Chinese translation of "laser" was "镭射" (léishè), derived from the transliteration of the English name "laser." Later, following the suggestion of Mr. Qian Xuesen, it was renamed "激光" (jīguāng) based on the principle that laser stands for "light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation."

Nowadays, lasers are not commonly seen in daily life, so everyone was stunned for a moment before military enthusiasts realized and became a bit excited, "Laser! This thing... is a bit dangerous, right?"

Like many human technological achievements, since the birth of lasers, they have mostly been used in the military field. This association with high energy and high temperatures has led to unfounded suspicions about the identity of Xu Wenbiao – is he really an architect, or is he here to cause trouble?

Otherwise, why would he bring something that can shoot lasers into the conference room? This thing should be a weapon, and a very advanced one at that! But on second thought, I don't seem to qualify for such treatment. Even if he has a special mission and such advanced weapons, it shouldn't be my turn to deal with it, right?

"This is a laser pointer for business use, also known simply as a laser pen. Its main function is to replace the traditional teaching pointer and assist in explanations! Right now, Xu Wenbiao has also adjusted this ancient version of the laser pen and held the laser pen, which is as thick as the handle of the lightsaber in 'Star Wars', aiming it at the drawings hanging on the platform."

Then press the switch, and immediately a red laser beam appears. A bright red light spot falls on the center of the drawing, precisely shining on the center of the building.

Xu Wenbiao explained to them, "This is a new technological development that has recently emerged in the United States. Using traditional teaching pointers to explain the drawings requires the presenter to stand very close to the drawings, blocking the view of some of the audience with their body, and the pointer also obstructs some of the details on the drawings. It is much more convenient to use a laser pointer instead."

"Not only can it bring the presenter closer to the audience, but it also does not affect everyone's view of the drawings!" As he spoke, Xu Wenbiao demonstrated to them. With the movement of his right hand, the light spot on the drawing also moved, and everyone's sight followed suit, subconsciously looking towards the area Xu Wenbiao wanted everyone to see.

"This thing is quite useful!" Seeing that the blueprints were not burned, everyone finally breathed a sigh of relief. It seems that the power of the laser is not high enough and will not cause harm to their personal safety.

"The Americans have advanced stuff!" everyone exclaimed in admiration. After a simple demonstration, everyone discovered that the effect of the laser pointer was indeed better than that of a traditional pointer, even though it took up more space and probably weighed a bit more.

"Mr. Xu, how much does this laser pointer cost? Is it expensive?" someone asked curiously.

"It's not expensive, this model is more advanced compared to the regular ones and is smaller in size. It's only $499, and there's a bigger one for just $399!" Xǔ Wénbiāo said casually.

"Cough, cough... cough, cough..." Several comrades who had just finished drinking tea were immediately choked. Oh, you dare to draw a few hundred dollars just to make your speech a bit more convenient?

Especially those education officials, they all have the same idea in mind. If they dare to apply to their superiors to spend $399 to buy an alternative to the traditional teaching whip, the leaders will probably tear them apart!

"Isn't this a bit too expensive? Teaching whips are much cheaper. You can grab a tree branch by the roadside and use it casually. For those who want something more refined, they can do some repairs themselves and don't need to spend a penny. For those who want something fancier, they can buy a stainless steel retractable teaching whip for just a few bucks. But you, you're starting off at $499! It's really hard for you to find a way to spend all that money."

"Although it's a little expensive, as long as it can provide better service to our customers, these investments are worth it!" Xǔ Wénbiāo said modestly.

In fact, Lin Lou bought a laser pointer for the law firm not just for the sake of convenience. Speaking of convenience, until the laser pointer that can flip the pages of PPT appeared, the ordinary laser pointer was not much more convenient than the traditional method.

The key reason is that as soon as this is taken out, it can intimidate the people listening to the report, making them feel the strong financial and technological capabilities of their own matters!

Think about it, if you don't have money, how could you possibly spend hundreds of dollars to buy this thing? If you don't understand the advanced technology, you wouldn't even think about buying this thing.

When explaining the solution domestically, it can make them feel these; and abroad, it can also enhance the client's impression of oneself through such small means. For just a few hundred dollars, it's very cost-effective to achieve this kind of effect.

Upon hearing this, all the officials present looked at each other. Is it worth spending hundreds of dollars on such a trivial matter? If you give me the money, I would rather buy an imported color TV to enjoy at home, wouldn't that be better?

Some people also keenly realized that this might be a result of Pei Zhenhua's discussion with them, right? Are they trying to use these petty tricks to interfere with the result of the review meeting? Otherwise, why didn't they bring this up the last few times they came? So, someone quickly reminded, "Alright, let's focus on the real issue. Mr. Xu, it seems like your proposal isn't much different from the last time, is it?"

In fact, this is not what he thought at all. Pei Zhenhua also saw this ancient version of a laser pointer for the first time. There is really no other reason, it's just that this thing was just shipped from the United States.

Xu Wenbiao slightly awkwardly moved the spotlight onto the building and moved it up and down along the building. "Yes, you are right. Compared to the last proposal, this one has only a few minor modifications. First, considering the specific situation in Linzhou City, we have removed the elevators and elevator shafts."

"Wait a minute, this is a seventeen-story residential building? Setting aside the regulations, climbing up and down a building this tall with just our two legs, it might be bearable for those on the lower floors, but those above the tenth floor probably wouldn't be able to handle it," someone immediately objected.

"It might be fine to live here most of the time, but what if we encounter a sudden emergency? Like an earthquake or fire, we would have to evacuate quickly!" As soon as someone took the lead, others immediately gathered around to watch.

What I want to explain is that when our building was designed, we took into consideration the impact of earthquakes and implemented specific anti-seismic designs. Earthquakes of magnitude seven or below will not cause major damage to the building's main structure. The fire safety measures also fully comply with, and even exceed, the standard requirements.

"In addition, according to custom, in case of earthquakes and fires, even if there is an elevator, it will be stopped to avoid more serious consequences," Xu Wenbiao reminded.

During an earthquake, elevators may suddenly drop, and during a fire, power outages can cause the elevator to get stuck. Elevators also directly connect different floors of a building, allowing a large amount of smoke to enter the elevator shaft, potentially causing a "chimney effect" that can lead to suffocation from the dense smoke and toxic fumes. Therefore, in these two scenarios, the elevators will be shut down.

The oversight of these basic common knowledge embarrassed the opposition for a moment, but they didn't give up their attack. After all, for a residential building with seventeen floors, if there is no elevator, the living experience for residents on the upper floors cannot be guaranteed. Even the representatives from the education system couldn't help but raise doubts.

They do want to move into the new house as soon as possible, but no one wants to climb seventeen floors every day. It would be better to continue living in the original bungalow.

Someone was secretly sizing up Pei Zhenhua. His expression remained unchanged, and a few people sneered in their hearts, thinking, "Let's see how long you can keep up the act. You'll get what's coming to you later."

"Everyone, please don't worry. We have already come up with a solution for residents living on higher floors to travel normally without an elevator. Just listen a little longer and you will know the result!" Xu Wenbiao was not affected by the atmosphere at the scene. He wasn't worried about facing more questions about the problems they had already solved.

"Let's all quiet down. If there are any opinions, wait until Mr. Xu finishes speaking." The leader of the meeting spoke, although his tone was somewhat stiff, and he didn't believe that Mr. Xu could solve the problem.

"Very soon, it will only take a few minutes for everyone to understand our solution!" Xu Wenbiao waved the laser pointer and moved the red dot to the hill behind the family building.

"In a plain area, we wouldn't have a good solution for such a situation! But due to the unique terrain of Linzhou, it has given us a new idea!"

The red dot has moved onto the road on the hill, and then slowly slid along the path extending from the road. Now everyone finally saw the bridge on the sixth floor.

"Hmm?" Seeing this detail, several members of the expert group all made the same motion, immediately pushing their glasses in order to see the details more clearly.

"If we make this change, residents above the sixth floor can enter the building from here. Those on the seventh floor only need to climb one floor, and those on the tenth floor only need to climb four floors…"

"No, it's not on the fourth floor. There is also an entrance on the twelfth floor. If you go to the twelfth floor and then go down, you only need to walk down two more levels to get home!" Someone keenly found the second bridge on the twelfth floor.

"Yes, that's our solution. By utilizing the hill behind the residential building, we added two new entrances to the main building. This way, the entire building now has three entrances at different levels."

"Residents of floors one, two, and three can enter the building from the number one entrance at the bottom. Residents of floors six, seven, and eight can enter the building through the number two entrance on the sixth floor. Residents of floors twelve to seventeen can enter the building through the number three entrance on the twelfth floor. Other floor residents can choose different entrances to enter the building according to their preferences."

"This is like turning a 17-story high-rise residential building into three stacked multi-story buildings, so that no matter which floor the residents live on, they only need to climb a maximum of five floors of stairs to get home!"

"Of course, if a resident prefers to exercise by climbing the stairs, they can go all the way from the first floor to the seventeenth floor in one breath, and we can't stop them." Finally, Xu Wenbiao even made a joke.

"Although this plan adds two sections of road and two connecting bridges, the overall construction cost has decreased slightly due to the absence of elevators and elevator shafts. Furthermore, it does not require the use of precious foreign exchange, and residents can also enjoy a greater living space!"

Then Xu Wenbiao listed the calculated results, showing everyone the difference in construction costs and occupancy rates between the modified plan and the previous plan.

In fact, he didn't need to do these tasks at all. He only needed to present the revised plan and everyone would come to similar conclusions. How much does it cost to build an elevator? How much does it cost to build two connected bridges and lay a ten-meter road? These are completely unnecessary comparisons in the present day.

"This is a great idea! I want the 10th floor so I can walk down two levels from the 12th floor and have a good view! Who would have thought that living in a house where you only need to walk down two floors, you could overlook the entire scenery of Linzhou city?"

"Oh my, we didn't think of such a simple solution even though there is a mountain behind the building! This method can not only be applied to today's project but also in similar situations in the future! We are a mountainous city after all, there are plenty of places like this in Linzhou!" The members of the expert group regretted their oversight.

If it's some high-tech means, they wouldn't be able to understand or create it. However, by relying on the terrain and simply adding a few connecting bridges, it is possible to turn high-rise buildings into a combination of several multi-level structures. This doesn't require technology, but rather clever thinking. Unfortunately, they just didn't think of it.

"This method is indeed feasible!" Several leaders whispered to each other. Since it does not take up the precious elevator quota in Linzhou City and can save costs, there seems to be no reason to let this project continue to be suspended, right?

As for those opposition members who previously tried various ways to show Pei Zhenhua in a bad light during the meeting, they are now unable to say a word. They had imagined many situations, but they never expected that this architectural firm would be able to perfectly solve the elevator problem through design.

For a moment, they had no idea what to do.

In order to search for information about laser pens, I spent two hours flipping through a research paper, and found some images in the appendix.
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They all looked dejected, as if they had spent a whole night in a bar, spent a lot of money, finally brought a girl back to the hotel, but when they got into the room and lifted the girl's skirt, they found out that hers was even bigger than their own. How does that feel? It's absolutely frustrating to the extreme.

Of course, Linlou's proposal is not flawless. If we strictly adhere to the regulations, it is indeed stated that buildings with a certain number of floors and height must have elevators. Without an elevator, it does not meet the specifications.

However, no one can raise objections to this because besides a few cities such as Beijing and Shanghai that strictly adhere to this standard, there are plenty of buildings in other cities with seven or eight floors or even ninety floors without elevators. Unfortunately, the economic level cannot keep up, and the production capacity of elevators cannot keep up either. If we insist on installing elevators, many buildings will not be able to be built.

Sometimes, common mistakes are not considered mistakes. Among the officials present, many of their units have similar situations. If we use this as a reason, wouldn't it be looking for trouble?

Oh, you say that my building does not meet the standards and cannot be built; okay, I accept it. But what about the buildings that your unit has already built? Should they all be demolished or just the parts above the fifth floor? I have given you an explanation, shouldn't you also give me an explanation? It can't be that everything is decided by you, right?

"What is reform and opening up? It means abandoning outdated and backward ideas and learning advanced and more scientific new ideas. But where can these new ideas come from? We must humbly learn from those who are leading us!" Pei Zhenhua finally can hold his head high and confidently said this when he saw that the opposition remained silent.

Humph! When I invited Lin to help design this building, you complained about the cost. Now, what do you have to say? If we had used a local architectural design unit in Linzhou for this project, could we have achieved such impressive results? Could we have come up with such innovative designs that reduce costs and enhance residents' comfort?

"Comrade Zhenhua makes a very reasonable point! Although this may seem like a small matter, it can have significant implications. Since we are currently lagging behind, we still need to pay the tuition fees. If we don't learn now and want to learn later, the cost might be much higher!" The senior leader concluded on this matter.

"Today's plan really opened our eyes. Previously, we all thought that this problem could not be solved and the construction of this building had to be temporarily suspended. But who could have imagined that with just a small modification, the problem was solved perfectly. Not only do we not need to purchase elevators anymore, but we also reduced construction costs and saved a lot of funds."

The top leader also took this opportunity to once again emphasize the importance of reform and opening up. Finally, looking at the expressions of everyone in the meeting room, "Since no one has any objections, then let's proceed with this plan! This building can continue construction!"

Pei Zhenhua smiled with a hint of pride on his face, scanning through those who opposed him. These people all lowered their heads. Before the start of this evaluation meeting, they had all thought they would be the ultimate winners. They hadn't expected that Pei Zhenhua would achieve a major turnaround, leaving them speechless.

And their previous actions, I estimate, have already been noticed by the top leaders. If they had won, it wouldn't be a problem, but now that they've lost, those actions are bound to incur the displeasure of the top leaders. This is truly a case of losing the rice while failing to catch the chicken, which means suffering a double loss!

"Mr. Xu, Xiao Guo, I really have to thank you this time, and especially thank Mr. Lin. Otherwise, with so many families in our education system, we wouldn't know when they would be able to move into their new houses! Today, no matter what, I must properly toast you all." After the event, Pei Zhenhua laughed heartily as he held the hands of Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yigang at the door.

"Pei is too courteous. Since we have taken on this job, we will do our best to help the client solve any problems within a reasonable range!" Strictly speaking, the plan was well-prepared, but due to the client's reasons, it was not within a reasonable range to buy the elevator. However, now that the problem has been resolved, Xu Wenbiao is too lazy to say anything further.

"Yes, yes, this is what we should do. Let's skip the drinking, okay? Guo Yi has a low alcohol tolerance and is a bit afraid of it, while Pei Zhenhua has seen his drinking capacity. If we go to the drinking table, he will definitely have to hide under the table."

"Haha, you can't decide this! Ask them if they agree," Pei Zhenhua said with a smile, pointing to the representatives from the education system who had gathered around.

"Mr. Xu, Guo, you probably don't know, after the news came out that the project was going to be stopped some time ago, I was so desperate that I felt like dying! Today, after seeing your proposal, it's like you've saved my life! You two are my saviors, no matter what the situation is today, I must raise this glass to you!" An elderly teacher with gray hair came over and said.

Is it really necessary? We just modified the plan, how could it save your life? Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yi both felt that he was exaggerating a bit.

Pei Zhenhua saw their thoughts and sighed, "Teacher Yu is an old predecessor in our education system in Linzhou City. He has been teaching children in Linzhou since the time of the Republic of China, and he still continues to do so."

Teacher Yu not only teaches well, but also has a very kind heart. He treats students better than his own children. If a student can't afford to go to school due to family difficulties, he will try his best to keep them in school. He pays for the students' tuition, books, and stationery out of his own pocket. There are countless such incidents!

"I don't know how many students were able to continue their education and eventually succeed because of Teacher Yu's influence. The saying '桃李满天下' (peach and plum trees all over the world) truly applies to Teacher Yu."

"Teacher Yu's approach, while saving many students, has left his personal life in long-term poverty, and now his whole family is still living in a small earthen house of about ten square meters."

"This is nothing. In fact, my family's conditions can still be considered average in the education system," Teacher Yu said, feeling a bit embarrassed by Pei Zhenhua's praise.

"Oh, I originally thought that we could continue living like this. But now that our child is grown up and ready to get married, they will need a place to live, right? We can't expect them and their spouse to squeeze into our tiny ten-square-meter room, can we?" Their child has just started working, so it's too early to think about splitting the house.

"I originally planned to wait for the new apartment building to be completed, so I can have a two-bedroom apartment for my child's wedding. His partner agreed to get married when she heard about the new apartment without asking for a dowry. But who would have thought that such a thing would happen at the last minute. Now my child is in a real panic..."

Teacher Yu wiped away a tear and said, "Now it's all good, we can continue building the house. I plan to get them engaged in a few days and they can get married once the new house is finished. When the kids get married and have a grandson, I can consider my life complete!"

"My wife is in poor health. The doctor said she cannot be exposed to dampness, otherwise her condition will definitely worsen. But the place I used to live is right next to the river, and it's damp all year round. I want to move, but there's nowhere to go. Our unit is finally going to build a new building, so I quickly chose a higher floor in the hope of controlling my wife's illness." Just as Teacher Yu finished speaking, another teacher spoke up.

"When I first started working, I would take my wife to the construction site right after getting off work. Watching the land being slowly leveled and the foundation pit being slowly excavated, both my wife and I were as happy as can be!"

Once my wife stopped working, she never smiled again. Every time I come home from work, I see her making clothes for our child at home. Our child is only three years old, but she's already making clothes for an eight-year-old! When I asked her why she was in such a hurry, she said she was afraid that if she was gone, no one would make clothes for our child, and our child would be laughed at for wearing tattered clothes to school!

As she spoke, she also cried, "She also said... she said if I couldn't hold on, then find someone else, as long as he can treat me and the child well, she would be reassured down there..."

"Mr. Xu, Mr. Guo, you've both helped me so much, I really can't bear not to offer you a drink to show my gratitude!"

Nowadays, except for a few individuals, no one has really ample living conditions, and how many problems have been caused by the issue of housing? Although others may not be as serious as the first two cases, they have also been exhausted by various trivial matters. Now it's finally all good as we have a new home, and most of the problems will be solved.

If there is absolutely no hope, it might be okay, but the worst thing is to have hope and then have it ruthlessly extinguished by others, so many people were on the verge of collapse recently; in such a situation, others ingeniously stage a big turnaround to bring hope to them. Can they not be grateful?

Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yi were surrounded by a crowd and just made it downstairs. Once downstairs, Pei Zhenhua pulled the two of them into his car and headed to the restaurant where he often dines.

Before long, people from other educational systems also got wind of the news. Anyone who had a place in the new residential building hurried over to offer toasts, causing Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yi to turn pale.

However, each of them spoke with heartfelt sincerity, and they couldn't refuse to drink. So, when it was time to eat, both Xu Wenbiao and Guo Yi could hardly walk, and had to be carried back to the guesthouse by the others.

The next day, upon waking up, I felt a splitting headache. Splashing my face with cold water helped a little, and then I checked the time on my watch, it was already past eleven.

"Mr. Xu, Mr. Guo, have the two of you gotten up? Lunch is ready for you, and the chef specially made sobering soup to help with stomach nourishment porridge!" Guo Zhenhua's secretary personally came to the room to take the two of them down for a meal.

In the canteen of the guesthouse, many employees of the education system also dine there. As soon as they came out, someone wanted to come over to propose a toast, but this time Xǔ Wénbiāo and Guō Yì just refused to drink.

After drinking hangover soup and stomach-nourishing porridge, both of them felt much better. In the afternoon, they continued their work and communicated with the staff from Linzhou about various issues.

After the event ended, instead of immediately returning to the guesthouse, the two of them went to the construction site. When they arrived, they could hear the roaring noise of the mixer from a distance. As they approached, they saw many people standing around the construction site, bringing their families and pointing happily at the roaring machine and the busy construction workers.

"Wow, I've never seen these in Hong Kong!" Xu Wenbiao felt very curious, so he approached Guo Yigang and wanted to listen to what they were talking about.

"Son, see that? The building we're currently overseeing is our new home! Once we move in, you'll have your own room! You won't have to go to the yard to use the toilet anymore! You can do it right in the house!"

"Ah? Isn't that very smelly? I don't want it!" The child instinctively thought of the stench emanating from the pit in the yard toilet and subconsciously covered their nose. The toilet is inside the room, how can anyone live here?

"It's not what you think! Didn't you visit Xiao Bin's house before? Our future house will be similar to theirs, with a flush toilet that doesn't smell at all!"

"Really? Does that mean I can also bring classmates home to play in the future?" The little one immediately thought of the envy of other children every time he went to Xiao Bin's house. He also wanted to enjoy the admiration of others like Xiao Bin.

"Wife, we can build our house again, and this time without an elevator. Our living space will be more spacious. We don't want any other floor, just the fifteenth floor. Such a high floor won't be affected by dampness, and then your illness can slowly get better!" Not far away, the teacher from yesterday was supporting his wife as they walked towards this side.

"If we move in, the family will be more relaxed, and my sister-in-law won't have to roll her eyes at us anymore! Dad won't have to frown every day either."

"After the building is completed, I will bring my mother from the village. My mother has suffered all her life. She is old now and should enjoy some peace and happiness."

"I've calculated it. If I continue to save money diligently for another year, and then borrow a little from relatives and friends, I'll be able to buy all the furniture and everything. Then I can marry you in a grand and glorious manner."

These fiery words filled Xu Wenbiao with emotion. He wanted to say something, but couldn't find the right words. He turned to Guo Yigang, who pondered for a moment and recited two lines of poetry, "Oh, to have a thousand homes bestowed, Offering refuge to all who need respite from the cold."

There is nothing more suitable for the current situation than these two lines of poetry," Xu Wenbiao raised his thumb. "These two lines of poetry are really very appropriate. Hearing these words has increased my sense of achievement in this job."

"Oh, isn't this Mr. Xu and Mr. Guo? Are you two here to see the scene too? Oh my, thank you so much for this, otherwise I wouldn't know how long it would take to move into my new house!"

"I didn't get a turn yesterday, so I have to toast to both of you today no matter what."

"Yes, I didn't get a chance today, I'll have to make it up." This immediately stirred up a hornet's nest, and everyone crowded around.

"Ah? Gonna drink again?" Xu Wen Biao turned pale instantly.
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"Xiaolou, you've done a great job with this new project! Using architectural design to address material shortages in a targeted manner reminds me of the bamboo reinforced concrete buildings from years past," said Wu, who rarely has leisure time, as she came over to chat by the forest building today.

"Similar to the example you mentioned, they are all temporary measures. While the bamboo-reinforced concrete project did alleviate the scarcity of steel to a certain extent at the time, it also left behind many hidden dangers. Using a continuous bridge to replace the function of an elevator, although it won't pose safety issues, there is still a certain gap in residential convenience compared to an elevator."

"However, I also had them reserve space for external elevator installation in the design, so it will be possible to reinstall the elevator in the future when conditions are ready." Linzhou is different from Chongqing, and this building probably won't become a popular internet-famous building, so it should still be possible to install an elevator in the future.

As for the bamboo-reinforced concrete construction mentioned by Lin and Member Wu, it is a product of a special period. This technology was originally invented by the Frenchman Monier in 1867. However, due to the lack of effective solutions for waterproofing, anti-corrosion, and adhesive strength enhancement for bamboo-reinforced concrete at that time, it did not become popular.

During World War I, due to the scarcity of steel caused by the war, Guangzhou architect Tan Sheng was responsible for the construction of the current main building of Zhongshan Medical University. He was forced to try using bamboo-reinforced concrete instead of steel-reinforced concrete. Because bamboo has strong toughness and good tensile and compressive resistance, it can enhance the integrity of concrete, so this attempt was successful.

Later, another architect, Zhou Liang, became very interested in the bamboo reinforced concrete technology. He started to improve the technology based on Tan Sheng's work, and finally designed and built the Wang Guangchang dormitory in 1918. Over the following years, Zhou Liang designed and personally participated in the construction of over 100 bamboo reinforced concrete buildings in Guangzhou.

He has meticulously studied the technology of bamboo strips, and the bamboo strips he selected have undergone meticulous anti-moth treatment. There are detailed operating procedures when infusing concrete, for example, absolutely no air holes can be left during operation, and the bamboo strips must be arranged very finely.

So the buildings designed and constructed by him all have good quality. The dormitory designed by Wang Guangchang, the beams and floor slabs are filled with bamboo rods and built with concrete, without using a single steel bar. The columns of the building are built with red bricks. This building has stood solidly through winds, rains, societal changes, and even until the distant times when Lin Lou arrived.

At the beginning of the founding of the country, they also faced the problem of steel shortage. So some people came up with a solution. They visited Wang Guangchang's hostel for inspection, and some experts even drilled bamboo samples to see that the bamboo showed no signs of decay. They couldn't help but praise it and believed that this was a good way to solve the shortage of steel.

So many projects like this were constructed in Wuhan, Changsha, Guangzhou, Shanghai, and other places. However, due to the natural sourcing of materials, it was difficult to mass produce bamboo reinforcement. The properties of different types of bamboo varied greatly, making it difficult to control the quality of bamboo reinforcement. Bamboo had a much smaller elastic modulus compared to steel, leading to larger cross-sectional deformations. As a result, bamboo-reinforced concrete construction was discontinued in 1953.

However, some places continued to use this technology until the 1960s when it gradually disappeared. Nevertheless, in some special occasions, this technique is still used. Linlou remembered from the last life, when watching the news, media exposed that in a certain place, bamboo was used instead of steel bars when constructing the ground, and it was considered a typical shoddy construction.

However, this is something that the media reporters don't understand. The requirement for the strength of the floor is not very high. Adding bamboo reinforcement to the concrete is mainly to prevent cracking and increase stability.

The concrete floor with pure steel reinforcement is not sturdy, and the pressure from gravity can cause it to crack. Bamboo, on the other hand, has good flexibility, which can act as a cushion, enhancing the compression resistance of the concrete. It also reduces the risk of cracking under gravity, leading to reduced repair costs. Additionally, bamboo reinforcement costs only one-fifth of steel reinforcement, making bamboo a more suitable choice.

"As I think about it now, those bamboo reinforced buildings were constructed as early as six or seven decades ago, and as recent as thirty years ago! The lifespan of the bamboo reinforcement is almost up, and I think there should be a large-scale investigation of such buildings to try to avoid any potential tragedies," Lin Lou added casually as an afterthought.

If the processing and construction techniques of bamboo reinforcement are excellent, bamboo reinforced houses can still be used for a long time. Wang Guangchang's dormitory has spanned over a hundred years and remains intact. The red houses on Forty-Sixth Street in Qing Shan District, Wuhan, have also been in use for sixty years, and many old residents have spent half a century here. Over three generations, these houses have not had any major issues.

However, in actual operation, the probability of problems occurring in bamboo reinforcement buildings is much higher than that in reinforced concrete buildings. The toughness of the selected bamboo reinforcement is not sufficient, and inadequate air drying during processing results in the retention of moisture in the bamboo reinforcement. Poor anti-corrosion coating technology leads to occurrences of bamboo reinforcement rot or severe insect damage. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct a comprehensive investigation.

"Well, what you said makes sense!" Linlou had only read about it in the materials, while Commissioner Wu had experienced it firsthand and naturally understood the seriousness of the issue better than him. "When I get back, I will start organizing the data and make a few phone calls to places with a lot of bamboo construction, such as Wuhan, Changsha, and Guangzhou, asking them to select a few projects to look into first, help me collect the latest changes, and then report back."

Commissioner Wu holds a prominent position in the architecture industry and his words are highly regarded by top leaders. Due to this, he has strict requirements for himself. Despite being able to draw similar conclusions based on his own judgment, he still insists on a detailed reasoning process for a more responsible report.

After finishing the small matter, Commissioner Wu talked about something he had been pondering recently. "Humans accumulate knowledge, summarize experience, and continuously innovate while consciously creating and beautifying living environments. Gradually, this has formed some systematic thoughts, and the discipline of architecture has been growing in this background," he said.

"Traditional architecture has reached a considerable level of technical and artistic achievement in its development up to today. However, when we apply the perspective of traditional architecture to examine the problems we encounter today, it seems that traditional architecture is caught in a 'helpless' situation."

The variety and performance of building materials available to us now are increasing, and there are constantly emerging various architectural design concepts. However, it seems that architects, who have undergone many years of study and rigorous training, are becoming more and more obsessed with details, often focusing only on the buildings themselves while neglecting the importance of people and the environment.

"Yes, whether it's domestic or foreign, whenever I interact with other architects, it's easy for me to see that they are simply 'designing for the sake of designing', where architects are only involved in the design process. In terms of the functionality of the buildings, they also prioritize physical and scientific aspects, neglecting the humanistic and psychological needs of the residents," Lin nodded in agreement.

The master is indeed a master. While everyone is focused on researching technology, the master sees a deeper and more far-reaching perspective. At the same time, Lin Lou seems a little excited. Is Commissioner Wu going to propose that thing?

"Yes, architecture is indeed a science, but it is also an art. Currently, people are very passionate about studying the former, but they have somewhat neglected the latter. If this continues, the designs they produce will be nothing but cold and lifeless buildings in the end," sighed Member Wu.

In the future, there will be similar sayings in the real estate development industry. Lower-level developers sell houses, while higher-level developers sell lifestyle concepts, offering suitable residences to those who adhere to a certain way of life.

However, this is just talk. In the end, these developers are all just playing the capital game. They focus on shortening the development cycle, increasing the speed of capital turnover, and finding ways to sell houses quickly, recoup funds rapidly, and start the next project swiftly. Who has the time to care about anything else?

"The advancements of art and technology are closely related to the development of architecture. The progress of architectural technology and the innovation of architectural art do not come out of thin air."

"On the one hand, the advancement of architectural technology requires the continuous application of new materials and new technologies. The emergence of modern architecture and the rise of post-modern architecture are directly related to the use of new materials such as steel and glass. On the other hand, the innovation of architectural art is an external manifestation of the continuous changes in social ideology. The decline of Gothic architecture and the revival of classical architecture are closely related to the rise of humanism in the Renaissance."

"Architecture originated from the human need for shelter, but in today's society, it has been burdened with responsibilities beyond its essence, making it unable to realize its own value. Many architects pursue the individuality of buildings in their designs, seeking novelty in form while neglecting the most basic requirements of architecture," Member Wu shook her head repeatedly as she talked about the chaos in the architecture industry in recent years.

"The goal I have pursued all my life is to create a good living environment in harmony with nature for the whole society, to allow people to dwell on the earth poetically and artistically. In order to achieve this goal, economic development is an absolute prerequisite, but the role of architects is also crucial and cannot be ignored."

"If we continue to develop in this manner without correcting these mistakes, I believe that even if our country becomes wealthy in the future, there will still be a large number of expensive buildings that cannot meet basic needs."

Linlou has personally experienced this. Every time he sees netizens selecting the top ten ugliest buildings, he has no words to respond; every time he sees those pseudo-buildings created by local governments for political achievements, he can only sigh; when he sees developers creating a bunch of houses that are full of grievances just for profit, he only wants to curse.

"Chinese culture emphasizes returning to simplicity and truth. I believe the same should apply in the field of architecture. Of course, I am not referring to the technical aspect. Since we have advanced materials such as reinforced steel, concrete, and glass, we will not regress to the era of using soil, stone, and wood. Houses made of reinforced concrete are much more durable and comfortable to live in compared to mud houses," Lin continued along the topic raised by Commissioner Wu.

"The core principles of architectural design that I am talking about, advocated by the ancient Roman architect Vitruvius two thousand years ago, are 'firmness, commodity, and delight,' which are still applicable today."

"To some extent, it is not unreasonable to pursue artistic perfection and maintain individuality in architectural creation, as well as to add some political allegory and cultural significance. However, it should never be at the expense of the fundamental principles of architecture, such as economic viability and safety. It is unacceptable to deviate from the essence of architecture, solely for the pursuit of these aspects."

"Yes, that's the point! From a microscopic perspective, architects must uphold such principles when designing projects; and from a macroscopic perspective, architecture is not just about the building itself." Wu, the member of the committee, felt very pleased chatting with Linlou, as Linlou's words truly resonated with him.

He just didn't know that most of the things mentioned by Lin Lou were actually taken from Commissioner Wu's future works. Using Commissioner Wu's arguments to answer his questions, how could he not like it?

"Today, many architects have a narrow vision when working on projects, often focusing only on the architecture itself and overlooking the surrounding environment and the future development of the city. An excellent architect should be involved in more disciplines, integrating urban planning, landscape architecture, and other factors into their work."

"In my opinion, the future development direction of architecture should be to integrate the city with architecture, architecture with the landscape, and architecture with ecology through the core function of urban design."

"The field of architecture involves many aspects, such as settlement, region, culture, technology, economy, art, policy and regulations, business, education, methodology, etc. Taking this as a starting point, focusing on the integration of 'time-space-humanity,' it explores the scientific spatiotemporal views of various aspects of architecture. For example, the humanistic spatiotemporal view of architecture, the geographical spatiotemporal view of architecture, the technological and economic spatiotemporal view of architecture, the cultural spatiotemporal view of architecture, the artistic spatiotemporal view of architecture, and so on."

"Your previous point was very reasonable. Architecture should be rooted in the local soil of our country and region, and then absorb the essence of foreign cultures and integrate them, ultimately establishing a 'harmonious yet diverse' human society..." As he spoke, Commissioner Wu became excited.

After he calmed down a little, Lin took the opportunity to say, "Commissioner Wu, your analysis on the future development of Chinese architecture is crucial. I think you should take some time to carefully organize these theories and eventually write a book to guide the future development of Chinese architecture."

"I actually thought about this a while ago. I don't dare to guide the development direction, but I'm open to discussing it with everyone!" Commissioner Wu said humbly. "I've already come up with a name for this book, it's called 'General Architecture'. Xiao Lou, would you be willing to help me edit this book?"
Chapter 507 Co-writing

In the field of architecture, there are several important charters, first of all, in April 1933, the International Congress of Modern Architecture (CIAM) issued a landmark document on urban planning theory and methods, which was later called the "Athens Charter".

"The Athens Charter" proposes the functional zoning of cities and a people-oriented philosophy. The purpose of urban planning is to ensure the normal functioning of the four major activities of living, working, recreation, and transportation, which are the concentrated reflection of the "modern architectural school" viewpoint. It is an improved work based on Le Corbusier's discussions at the 4th CIAM meeting.

Since then, the "Athens Charter" has been the guide for higher architectural education in Europe and America for many years. In December 1977, some urban planners and designers gathered in the capital of Peru, Lima, to discuss the "Machu Picchu Charter" based on the "Athens Charter," using four languages during the discussions and issuing a declaration with several requirements.

"The Machu Picchu Charter" summarizes the evolution of urban development and urban planning thoughts, theories, and methods over the past half century, especially after World War II, and looks forward to the further development direction of urban planning.

The Machu Picchu Declaration does not completely negate the Athens Charter, but criticizes, inherits, and develops it. The declaration states that the Athens Charter is still a fundamental document of this era, and some of the principles it presents are still valid today. However, with the progress of the times, urban development is facing new challenges, and human understanding of urban planning is also making new demands. Some guiding principles of the Athens Charter are no longer able to adapt to the changing development situation at present, and therefore require amendment.

The "Machu Picchu Charter" covers a wide range of areas including cities and regions, urban growth, zoning concepts, housing issues, urban transport, urban land use, resources and pollution, protection of cultural heritage, industrial technology, design and implementation, urban and architectural design, and more.

It rejects the mechanistic view and material spatial determinism of the "Athens Charter", and affirms the equally important role of urban culture in urban life. It no longer sacrifices the organic organization of the city for the sake of excessive pursuit of functional zoning, and emphasizes the importance of public participation in urban planning.

"The Machu Picchu Charter" is more inclusive compared to "The Athenian Charter," as it closely connects people, society, and nature in its considerations. It emphasizes the humanization of the humanities and urban space. Through "The Machu Picchu Charter," we can see people's aspirations to create a pleasant city.

On June 23, 1999, the 20th UIA (International Union of Architects) World Congress was held in Beijing, where the congress unanimously passed the "Beijing Charter" drafted by Member Wu.

"The Beijing Charter" summarizes the development of architecture over the past century, analyzes and integrates the history and reality of the 20th century, theory and practice, achievements and problems, as well as various new ideas and viewpoints, and looks forward to the direction of architectural development in the 21st century. It is widely recognized as an important guiding document for the development of architecture in the 21st century.

The core content of the "Beijing Charter" comes from the book "Broad Architecture" by Commissioner Wu, and the adoption of the charter symbolizes the widespread acceptance and admiration of Commissioner Wu's broad architecture and human habitation environment theory by architects worldwide, thus reversing the long-standing dominance of Western architectural theory.

The opportunity to participate in such a grand event and do what Cobusier once did is something Linlou eagerly seeks. "If you don't mind my lack of knowledge, I am willing to assist you."

This monumental work cannot be completed by one person alone. Member Wu drafted the outline and wrote the main content, while the rest of the work, such as collecting materials and filling in details, was completed by others. Despite this, Member Lin was also willing to participate, even if he would not ultimately leave his name in the work. The process itself is a form of exercise.

However, the opportunity presented by Wu was even better than Lin had imagined. Upon hearing this, he shook his head and said with a smile, "If you only need someone to do menial tasks, I wouldn't have come to you. You can find some graduate or doctoral students in the department for that!"

Uh, well, actually, I'm also a graduate student in our department now. It was you who asked Academician Guan to take me as a student, Lin Lou grumbled in his heart.

"Every time I come to see this courtyard, I feel very comfortable. In a sense, this courtyard fits the residential concept that I have always been exploring. It retains the cultural context of the city and is very comfortable to live in. Since you can design such a house, it means that we have some common ground in our understanding of the future development of architecture."

"Besides, the theory of localism that you have always advocated, as well as the teaching methods you use in class, are quite in line with my views. Therefore, I think having you come over to co-author this book with me would ensure its quality and help complete the book sooner." Commissioner Wu's intention is not to have Lin simply assist him, but to co-write the book together.

Being an assistant only means doing the grunt work, with no right to claim authorship. Perhaps there is room for learning during the process, but the reputation gained from this book will have nothing to do with him. However, if it's a collaborative writing, Wu would add Lin's name to the list of authors.

"Collaborate on writing?" This caught Lin Lou off guard, and he quickly said, "I am not qualified to collaborate with you, Commissioner Wu. Your qualifications far surpass mine."

Since the passing of renowned architects such as Liang Sicheng and Yang Tingbao before the founding of the country, it can be said that Commissioner Wu is undoubtedly the number one figure in the domestic architectural industry. Although Linlou gained fame quickly, compared with Commissioner Wu, he lacked decades of accumulation. This is like a young swordsman who encounters the leader of the martial arts world and is a bit flustered when asked to co-write the martial arts secret manual.

Without mentioning anything else, just based on seniority, Linlou is far behind Commissioner Wu. Commissioner Wu assisted Liang Sicheng in establishing the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University in the 1940s. Based on a generational gap of ten years, Commissioner Wu is more than four generations senior to Linlou.

Even from Academician Guan's perspective, Linlou is currently studying for a graduate degree under Academician Guan. When Academician Guan entered Tsinghua University for study, Commissioner Wu was already a teacher, who is a senior figure. The significant disparity in their qualifications makes it difficult for Linlou to adapt to the fact that they are credited as co-authors in the same publication.

"Stop talking about seniority and status in front of me! I approached you because you have the ability to help me write this book well!" Member Wu's qualifications are unmatched, but he does not like to emphasize such matters. "I have read the articles you have written, the books you have edited, and the works you have designed. I am well aware of your abilities!"

"Now, asking you to write this book, you may be slightly lacking in comprehensiveness and experience, but collaborating with me to complete a few chapters is definitely not a problem! In some places, your ideas have even preceded mine, and I found them quite inspiring when I read them! That's why I decided to ask for your help!"

"The reason I first wanted to write this book is that I found, when looking back on architectural history, that the 20th century enriched architectural history in its own unique way, but many architectural environments were not as satisfactory as expected. Unexpected constructive destruction has been frequently seen, and the convergence and characteristic crisis of architectural culture and urban culture are becoming increasingly serious."

"The spiritual significance of architectural form lies in the inherent logic rooted in cultural traditions. The development of architecture, as a comprehensive phenomenon that utilizes a variety of elements to meet the needs of human habitation, requires a systematic reintegration of future architectural systems. Although the Machu Picchu Charter has to some extent addressed the issues left by the Athens Charter, it has also brought about new problems."

"So I want to give a broad and integrated definition of architecture to provide some help for the development of architectural studies in the new century!" If someone else said this, it would probably cause some ridicule. Aren't you just a toad yawning - such a grandiose statement? Who do you think you are? Do you have the qualifications to write about this?

However, if Commissioner Wu says so, everyone will have to obediently listen to him. If he is not qualified, then there will be no one in the entire country who is qualified to do this.

"But I have been back from the United States for over thirty years. Although I have been keeping an eye on the changes in the architectural world abroad, it is only superficial and not comprehensive. Conversely, you have been continuously participating in project bidding overseas, interacting with foreign architects, and conducting on-site inspections of classic buildings. At least in this regard, you are much stronger than me."

"According to my preliminary plan, this book is planned to be divided into several parts. First, it will review the process of human settlement from villages to cities, and then urbanization, living and environmental construction. It will then cover the relationship between architecture and regions, cities and regions, architectural culture, technology, regulations, art, and so on."

"There are several parts in this, and you are more familiar with them than I am, and even more familiar than other architects in China. So, I would like you to write these parts. The quality of the final book will definitely be much better than if I were to write it alone."

Representative Wu has already spoken, so if Representative Lin continues to refuse, it will seem a bit affected. Therefore, after some consideration, he agreed, "I am grateful for your trust. I will do my best to help you complete this book as soon as possible."

"Okay, I will make sure to clearly mark the sections you wrote in the table of contents, and your name will certainly be included in the author column!" Commissioner Wu is not someone who takes credit for other people's work, and immediately made assurance to Lin.

If he wrote the outline himself and completed the main part, and others just helped to find some information and organize it, then he naturally does not have the qualifications to leave his name in the author's column; but Linlou is responsible for the overall writing of some chapters, and he is indeed considered one of the authors of this book, so it is normal for his name to be listed.

Of course, this is just an ideal situation. If you encounter an unreasonable advisor, even if you've only written a few chapters, or even the whole book, they might take it and put their own name on it. Many students wouldn't be able to do anything about it.

"This is the outline I've prepared earlier. Look it over in the next few days, and once you've finished, come find me and let's discuss your thoughts. We'll have a good chat and see if there are any changes that need to be made to this outline! Let's finalize the outline first and then slowly fill in the content." Member Wu handed over a stack of papers.

Lin Lou took it with both hands, and Member Wu got up to leave. "Alright, I came over today just to talk to you about this. Now that it's done, I should go. I have another meeting later!"

Lin Lou escorted Member Wu to the door and asked Yang Mo to drive him back to the school. He watched the car disappear at the street corner before returning to the courtyard. He went up to the second floor terrace, made a pot of tea, and sat there basking in the warm winter sun. Then he opened Member Wu's manuscript and carefully read through it.

Of course, Linlou has read the book "General Architecture", so after receiving the outline draft, he immediately compared the contents with the book in his memory.

There is a natural difference between the two. A work will naturally be different in the planning stage and in the finished stage. Compared to the final draft of 250,000 words in my mind, this outline draft appears to be more concise, but the main idea is the same, and the general framework is already in place.

After the comparison, Lin began to contemplate what to discuss with Commissioner Wu the next time they meet. If he were to make a suggestion, the simplest thing to do would be to present the outline of the book to Commissioner Wu, as this would definitely meet his needs, since it was originally completed after multiple revisions by him.

Let Lin Lou, who is in charge of the chapter, also do it this way. Sit in front of the computer and type out all the content memorized in your mind. Even if it's not just a few chapters, it's possible to finish the whole book within a week.

But this is really not fair, isn't it using Commissioner Wu's hard work to fool Commissioner Wu? Moreover, the completion of this "General Architecture" was before the 1990s. Although Commissioner Wu had a very thorough understanding of architecture and a very far-sighted vision, he was not a time traveler like Linlou. His foresight into the changes and development of architecture after the 21st century is still incomplete.

The Lin Building has witnessed the earth-shaking changes in the international architectural field in the first two decades of the 21st century. Various new architectural concepts have been constantly proposed, and various buildings that used to only exist in science fiction works have emerged one after another. At the same time, there are also many new problems and shortcomings that have made the architectural world feel extremely troubled.

The purpose of Member Wu's compilation of this book is to make up for the shortcomings of the "Athens Charter" and the "Machu Picchu Charter," and to guide the development of 21st century architecture. As such, Lin Lou, a traveler who has personally experienced the development of 21st century architecture, has much to write about.

For others, this content is a prediction, but for Lin Lou, it's just a memory. He has seen more than 30 years of architectural development, and his advantage is irreplaceable by anyone.

While contemplating in Lin Building, a new guest entered the courtyard. After a while, Lin Mita knocked on the door and entered, "Lin Gong, there's a guest arrived. Are you available to go down now?"
Chapter 508 Judges

"Who is it? Aren't there still many people below? Can't you go and talk to them?" Lin is currently pondering how to adjust the outline and doesn't feel like going down at the moment.

"Teacher Xu is chatting with them! It's the editors Niu Rui and Hu Xiang from the 'Architect' magazine. They said they have important matters to discuss with you, so I think you'll need to go down and meet them!" Lin Mita explained the situation.

"Are you here to ask for an article again? Can you ask Mr. Xu or Mr. Li instead? With the current situation at the Lin Building agency, it's easy to get published in domestic journals. Once submitted, there's hardly any chance of rejection, and sometimes even push for priority publication."

The saying goes like this, but Lin Lou still rose up. His previous good relations with the magazine not only resulted in a large number of articles being published, but also earned himself a first prize in a university architectural design competition. This can also be considered as the first significant award that Lin Lou has received since he traveled through time. Since he has arrived, he should be given some face.

Arriving downstairs, I saw Xu Jiaping was introducing the Urudi coffee beans to these two editors. Niu Rui and the others were sipping their coffee cups, but it was unclear what they were tasting.

"Lin Gong!" When Lin Lou entered, they all stood up, warmly greeted him, shook hands, and then sat down on the sofa to start chatting.

After asking each other about their recent situation, Niu Rui explained his purpose for coming, "Lin, it's like this, we have something to ask for your help this time."

"The editor is being too polite, right? We have known each other for so long, so you don't need to be so formal. Just tell me directly if there's anything, and if it's within my capabilities, I will definitely agree!" It's a bit awkward for Lin Lou to not directly address the last name of this editor X, like with other editors. Otherwise, the person will definitely get angry.

"When we first met, I was taking photos backstage while you were on stage receiving the first prize in the college architectural design competition! Today's matter actually has something to do with that too! We need to start preparing for next year's competition now, but the selection of judges is not yet fully confirmed!"

"Some of the old judges have withdrawn, and we need to fill in new judges! When the organizing committee had a meeting to discuss the candidates, you were the first person that came to my mind! Everyone also said that if Mr. Lin is willing to come and help, the influence of our college student architectural design competition will reach a new level!" Niu Rui's words were very pleasing to hear.

"Yes, Lin Gong, you are now the most well-known young architect in the hearts of architecture students nationwide! Whether it's the Riga Capital Airport project in Latvia or our Beijing Asian Games Main Stadium, any student who has studied in the architecture department for a few months would know." Hu Xiang chimed in.

"The college architecture design competition has been held for several years, and its influence has been gradually growing. However, in the previous few editions, some problems have also emerged. One important issue is that the age composition of the judging panel is quite old, and the evaluation criteria tend to favor traditional Chinese architecture that they are more familiar with. As a result, some innovative designs often end up being rejected."

"The original intention of organizing the university student architectural design competition was to cultivate the innovative spirit of the new generation of architects and provide them with a stage to showcase their design talents. The occurrence of such a situation clearly goes against our original intention."

"It's not entirely the fault of those judges. After all, they studied Soviet-style architecture and are familiar with its theories. Naturally, their acceptance of other types of architectural designs would be lacking. Not everyone is like you, who has mastered multiple architectural styles at the same time." Niu Rui casually praised Lin Lou.

"Due to this issue, there has been some controversy surrounding this year's award. The judges in question have taken notice and voluntarily withdrawn from the judging panel. We have then selected new judges who better meet the requirements to be responsible for future award selections. However, we all unanimously agree that you are the indisputable candidate, whether it be for your influence among young students or your understanding of architectural design." Hu Xiang praised.

"So the organizing committee sent the two of us and even gave us a military order to bring you back no matter what, to serve as a judge! If the two of us aren't enough, the editor-in-chief will come over to invite you tomorrow!" Niu Ruikai joked.

This is a good thing, but the construction of the Asian Games venues will officially begin next year. Linlou's work will become more demanding, and he is a bit worried that he won't have the energy to do it well.

So he said politely, "You are really flattering me. There are still many young architects with qualifications and capabilities emerging in China, and there are also many who are qualified to serve as judges. I should decline. To be honest, I am still pursuing my postgraduate studies and I am also eligible to participate in the competition for university student architects. It might not be very appropriate for me to be a judge, right?"

"If you are willing to participate in the competition, we would be more than delighted! But you have already won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale and the Gold Award from the American Institute of Architects. It seems like overkill to participate in such a small competition. Why not give more opportunities to the younger generation instead? If Lin Lou participates, he will definitely win first place, and then a young person would miss the chance to shine, wouldn't they?"

This award is hardly a feather in Linlou's cap. If people hear that he won, they'll probably just think, "Is he just looking for trouble?". It's like an adult snatching candy from a child, isn't it?

Lin Lou is not very old, but his position in the architectural world is far beyond that of ordinary students or even university professors. Compared with other competitors, it's really like adults bullying children.

"We know you are busy with work, so we won't give you too much to do. If you have time, it's best to start from the initial review stage. If you have more work to do at the Asian Games, it's also fine to only be responsible for the reexamination stage. We all welcome you!" After Hu Xiang finished speaking, he and Niu Rui eagerly looked at Lin Lou.

People have spoken, giving Lin Lou no reason to refuse, so she nodded and agreed. For an architect, while their work is important, their influence also comes from not only their work but also from being a judge for those awards, and holding certain positions in important committees, which are also important measures.

Serving on a committee means being able to exert influence on the formulation of industry norms, technical standards, while serving as a judge in awards can discover talent and have an impact on future architectural trends.

The judges familiar with Suzhou-style architecture mostly selected similar styles. After these award-winning students become architects, they will continue to promote this style, ensuring the enduring influence of Suzhou-style architecture.

If Linlou chooses a new design style, there will definitely be people analyzing and studying this style, and more architects familiar with this style will gradually emerge.

Sometimes, awards can even determine the future development of an architect. If Zaha hadn't received recognition and a generous prize for her work on the Peak Club project, she might not have been able to continue to the Vitra Fire Station project. She might have quit the architecture industry or changed her architectural style.

Lin Lou hopes that there will be more and more outstanding architects in China, so he is willing to give up the opportunity to earn more money to teach students in the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, to organize people to compile new teaching materials and architectural works, and to help young people broaden their horizons and understand the latest developments in the international architectural field.

However, these jobs can only make the foundation of architectural students who are interested become more solid, and broaden their horizons, but cannot determine whether they can become an excellent architect.

To become an excellent architect, besides having a solid foundation, one also needs opportunities. In the era when private architectural firms were weak and talent flow was not smooth, it was much more difficult to obtain opportunities compared to later generations.

In later generations, aspiring architects who aim to make a name for themselves in the field of architecture can seize opportunities by constantly participating in project bidding and various competitions.

And now, these students can only study in a routine manner, wait for graduation assignment, and then slowly assist the seniors in their new units, accumulate experience, and when they are ready to independently design projects, it is hard to say whether the original enthusiasm and constantly emerging inspiration are still there.

They have no access to information about international architectural design competitions, and even if they do, they cannot afford the registration fee of hundreds of US dollars. Therefore, the few domestic competitions have become their only opportunity.

If you can win prizes in these competitions, it means gaining recognition, getting noticed by major architectural design firms, having better job placement after graduation, and being placed as a key focus for development within the firm. It also means getting opportunities to take on important work earlier than others of the same age.

Lin Lou's previous work has helped many people lay a solid foundation. Now serving as a judge for the university student architectural design competition, this means that those students who are well prepared have a greater chance of standing out. As long as their works have outstanding features, they will certainly be noticed by Lin Lou, and thus set foot on the fast track they have longed for.

If there is an exceptionally outstanding contestant, Lin Lou might even keep a long-term focus on him. If he has a smooth development after graduation, Lin Lou will not interfere.

If he encounters cold treatment due to different ideologies or other reasons after joining the unit and is only able to sit on the bench without the opportunity for training, Linlou can help him again, whether it is persuading him to take a leave of absence to study and exercise in his own office, or using his personal connections to transfer him to a more suitable unit, he can do his best to help them so that talents do not end up being buried.

"That's great! I knew you are a kind-hearted person and would be willing to help these kids more!" Upon hearing Linlou's agreement, Niu Rui and Hu Xiang immediately smiled with joy. "Then it's settled. We'll go back and report to the leaders, and we'll bring the appointment letter to you tomorrow!"

"Our leader said that if you are willing to come, we will try our best to help you obtain the position of deputy leader of the judging panel, so that your words will carry more weight! If there are any works you like, it will also greatly enhance the strength of your recommendations."

"After the Spring Festival, we will start receiving submissions from architecture students from various universities across the country. Do you think you will start reviewing the entries at the preliminary stage, or will you wait until the review stage to do so? We can discuss the details later."

"If we are going to do it, we should do it from the beginning. I am young and inexperienced. If we wait until the review stage, it might not be very suitable. Let the young people take on more of these manual tasks!" Linlou said this mainly to ensure a more comprehensive screening of the entries, and to prevent any valuable works from being overlooked.

If we were to start from the re-examination, perhaps some wonderful works would have been overlooked. In history, didn't Zaha's works get overlooked by other judges? If it weren't for Jizaki's new discovery, the world's first female Pritzker Prize winner might have been replaced.

In this day and age, innovative design concepts are still very rare and are easily overlooked and misunderstood. The mindset of the older generation of architects has become fixed, and when they see works that do not conform to their aesthetics, they often exclude them. Lin Lou, on the other hand, can identify these works one by one and work hard to persuade other judges to give these works the recognition they deserve.

"Um, it's not a big deal for the Asian Games, right? We shouldn't delay the work of the Asian Games because of our small matter, right?" Hu Xiang hesitated. The college student architectural design competition is important, but compared to the Beijing Asian Games, it's not that significant. If the Lin building is affected by this and it impacts the work, not to mention them, even the chief editor will be blamed."

Even they themselves feel guilty about it. Nowadays, people all over the country are looking forward to the success of this Asian Games.

"It's okay, it's okay. As you said earlier, during the initial review stage, the manuscripts will be arriving sporadically, so I can just take some time each week to go and have a look. When it comes to the re-evaluation stage, it will be even more convenient! During re-evaluation, a few judges will be in a closed environment to score and evaluate the selected works, which also won't require too much time."

Those qualified to serve as judges are the backbone of the architectural industry, and their work is also very busy, so the review time certainly cannot be too long.

Niu Rui and Hu Xiang finally relaxed and hurried back to report to the leader. The next day, they came back to the quadrangle and presented Lin Lou with the letter of appointment from the organizing committee of the university architectural design competition, officially inviting him to be a judge for the competition. Additionally, he was appointed as the deputy head of the judging panel, making Lin Lou the youngest judge among all the panel members.

"Ling, you won the first prize in the college architecture design competition back then, and now you have become a judge for the event. This is really an impressive story!" Hu Xiang said with a smile.

"What does passing on the torch mean? This is it!" Xu Jiaping said enviously. "When can we also become judges for an award, or be a member of some committee?"
Chapter 509 Bringing Home New Year Goods

"Bingbing, why are you still sitting in the office? The welfare for the Chinese New Year has been distributed. The other teachers have all gone to the logistics department to queue up!" Liu Qiao shouted as soon as she entered the office.

Upon hearing this, Bing Bing raised his head and smiled, "Teacher Liu, thank you! Isn't this something everyone has? Even if I go late, there will still be some for me. There's no need to squeeze with others!"

"Hey, don't you know what's going on? This time our school is finally a bit more generous, not like before, always scamming people with worthless stuff! Each person gets a box of honey tangerines, a belt fish, oh, and there are also calendars and soap like before!" Liu Qiao seemed a little anxious.

"Calendars, soap, these are nothing special, they all come out of the same factory, there's no difference. But hairtail is different, it's something that's caught from the sea, how can the sizes all be the same? If you come late, the big ones will all be picked out by others. Come on, hurry up and go with me!" She said as she came over and pulled the person.

Liu Qiaogang had not been at the agricultural university for long. He had only vaguely heard that Yu Bingbing was a cadre's child, so he harbored a flattering attitude and always went to Yu Bingbing whenever something came up.

From childhood to adulthood, Yu Bingbing has encountered many people like Liu Qiao. However, what Liu Qiao did was not excessive. Moreover, they are colleagues after all, so even though Yu Bingbing doesn't care much about such things, he still doesn't want to hurt her feelings. Therefore, he followed her out and stood behind her in the queue at the school's logistics department.

"Wow, this fish you caught is huge, right? It must weigh at least eight catties. Fry it in oil, and we'll have enough dishes for fifteen days of the lunar new year!"
Despite the improvement in everyone's income, the supply of meat is still tight, especially around the lunar new year. Even families facing significant shortages will find ways to obtain some meat to give their children a decent meal.

However, from the 30th or the 1st to the 15th of the month, at least three banquet tables must be prepared at home. Of course, there will be a lack of main courses. Just relying on the small amount of meat coupons saved up during normal times, it is not enough to buy so much pork and chicken.

Fortunately, the fishing resources near the sea have not been overexploited, and the abundantly produced ribbon fish has become an excellent alternative. At present, there are also many large ribbon fish, unlike in the future, where only small ribbon fish weighing around two pounds will be found in the market! Even an eight-pound ribbon fish, when cleaned at home, can yield over six pounds of pan-fried ribbon fish.

Just imagine filling a plate with over a kilogram of food, for three tables of guests, fifteen or thirty people, at most five kilograms would be used up for a large banquet, leaving some snacks for the children.

"What I did was nothing. Teacher Qu was here early in the morning, he was the first one to go in and he even carried a ten-pound fish. Now, that's what I call enjoyable! I just saw him on the way here, and I almost burst out laughing!" His eyes were squinting with a smile, while he sighed continuously, "Ah, I just arrived a little late, otherwise that fish would have been mine!"

"You're already doing great. By the time I get in, it may only be six pounds, and it'll be a rush to prepare for the New Year's feast. The kids will just have to make do with less! Why did I have to be late?"

In the logistics department's warehouse, as soon as someone comes out, everyone stares at the belt fish in their hands. The calendars and soap are all the same, and the tangerines are also packed in similar boxes, so even if the sizes of the tangerines inside are different, it's not noticeable from the outside. Only the belt fish, each one is absolutely different for every person.

Whoever brings out the big one will make everyone envious, and the next person who brings out a slightly smaller one will make others nervous! Could it be that all the big ones have been picked out by someone else?

However, everyone wants larger portions, so as time goes by, the benefits received by the workers coming out of the warehouse are visibly decreasing. When they first arrived, the fish they received was about 8 pounds, but by the time it was almost Liu Qiao and Yu Bingbing's turn, the fish being handed out was only about 6 to 7 pounds.

They also lost their smiles on their faces just because they were a little late. They lost one or two pounds suddenly, who can bear it? They wanted to argue with the logistics department, but the experienced logistics personnel had encountered similar situations every time they distributed benefits, and they had already learned to deal with it, and easily rebuked the others.

Liu Qiao became increasingly anxious. If she heard the news and rushed over, she definitely wouldn't be able to get the ten-pound ones. The eight-pound hairtail would be a sure thing, but just to call Yu Bingbing, she wasted time and now she could only get the six-pound ones.

It was finally their turn. Liu Qiao hurriedly pulled Yu Bingbing to go in. At first glance, they looked to the corner where the hairtails were piled up. The hairtails were lying in a mess with their eyes rolled, vividly demonstrating what it means to not close one's eyes in death.

She quickly ran over without caring about the fishy smell and began to search. While searching, she looked around, and the logistics staff rolled their eyes as if they were dead fish. "There's no need to look around, everything is here. The big ones are gone, if you want big ones, you should have come earlier. At this point, do you still expect to be left with anything?"

Liu Qiao was not content, but unfortunately, this pile of ribbon fish had already been flipped countless times by others. All that was left were little ones weighing just over six catties, and there were even some weighing five catties. And there were big guys weighing seven or eight catties.

"Bingbing, I've been searching for a while, but these two are the best I could find!" Liu Qiao said disappointedly, pointing at the two fish in front of him. They both look to be around six and a half pounds, give or take.

"Here, this one's for you! I'll just take this one." After some thought, she reluctantly handed over the six and a half pound fish to Yu Bingbing.

Yu Bingbing was about to decline, when a logistics personnel hurriedly walked over, carrying a big beltfish weighing more than 10 pounds in their hands. "Oh, Teacher Yu, we were just talking about sending this thing to you, but we didn't expect you to come in person! This is prepared for you. Would you like to take it yourself, or should we deliver it to you?"

Ordinary employees need to go to the logistics department to pick up their New Year goods, while leaders and some special staff have their New Year goods prepared by the logistics department and delivered to their homes. Yu Bingbing is not a leader, but her family situation is known to many people in the school, so the logistics department naturally does not treat her as an ordinary employee, and the New Year goods are also prepared according to the standards of a professor.

"Why are you still secretly hiding things when everything was supposed to be here? It seems like you've already divided up the big ones among yourselves!" Liu Qiao immediately became furious.

"The standards for New Year goods are different anyway. Yu, a high-achieving graduate from Tsinghua University, is a key student nurtured by our school. The standards for New Year goods for key students are clearly stated in the notice!" The person holding the large belt fish was quite unapologetic, as they had already come up with a good excuse.

While speaking, he glanced at Liu Qiao, as if to say, "This is the treatment that only top students from Tsinghua University can enjoy. As a new teacher from a second-rate school, you should be grateful to receive the annual bonuses. Who are you to be picky?"

"Thank you, I'll take it back myself!" Yu Bingbing politely declined, then left with Liu Qiao, carrying the New Year goods. They tied the goods to the back seat of the bicycle and slowly pushed it towards the office. Along the way, anyone who saw them looked enviously at the huge hairtail. How many meals could they make with such a big fish?

After walking for a while, Yu Bingbing stopped and took off the over 10-pound belt fish, putting it on Liu Qiao's back seat. "Teacher Liu, there are only two of us in our family and we can't finish this much. Why don't we exchange?"

"That's not acceptable! Your family must have meat for the New Year, right?" Liu Qiao quickly waved her hand, picked up the belt fish, and put it in the back seat behind Yu Bingbing. Her eyes were full of reluctance. With a large family, six and a half pounds of belt fish would definitely not be enough, and over ten pounds would be more than enough.

"My spouse and I are going back to his hometown in Haidong Province for the New Year, we can't bring these back! Besides, Haidong Province is not lacking in fish. If we leave them at home, they'll probably go bad by the time we return, which would be a waste. Why don't you take them? The smaller one is just right for me." Yu Bingbing's family does have an imported large refrigerator, but there's no need to mention these things to others.

"Then I'll reimburse you! But I don't have the ticket on me right now, can you wait until after the New Year for me to give it to you?" Liu Qiao reluctantly agreed and reached into her pocket for money as she spoke.

"Okay, just give me three catties of it, no need for a receipt!" Yu Bingbing estimated that this fish weighed over four catties, so she let the seller keep some.

"How is it possible without at least four and a half catties? Since you don't want the receipt, I'll give you a little benefit and charge you the price for five catties. Yesterday's hairtail was sixty cents per catty, so five catties would be two yuan and eight jiao, let's just call it three yuan!" Liu Qiao counted three yuan and forcefully handed it to Yu Bingbing. In reality, she made quite a profit, and the difference in the meat receipt alone was more than this.

So even though she was given money, Liu Qiao still felt a bit embarrassed. "Yu, you never do any physical work, and it's difficult for you to carry so many things. Let me take them home for you!"

After speaking, she insisted on unloading the belt fish and tangerines from Yu Bingbing's bicycle rear seat and firmly tied them to her own bike. "I remember you live near the school, right? It's just a few steps away, so don't be polite to me!"

Yubingbing and Linlou actually live in the hutong area not far from here. Although it's a considerable distance, Yang Mo drives to pick them up every day, so it's not inconvenient. However, Yubingbing feels that as a new teacher, it's too conspicuous for her to commute in a car every day, especially given her family background.

So every time it's Yang Mo who drives her to the Siheyuan, and then she rides her bike from the Siheyuan over here, and rides back to the Siheyuan at night. When Linlou is busy, they go home together, so many colleagues mistakenly think she lives here; in fact, it's not entirely wrong to say that, since the upstairs of the Siheyuan does have their bedroom, and when they're busy, they just stay here at night.

Liu Qiao expressed her gratitude all the way, saying, "This hairtail is really something good. When we get back, I'll clean it up, coat it with some flour, deep fry it until it turns golden. Whether used in dishes or as a snack for the kids, it's great. With so much hairtail brought back, my little rascal at home will definitely gain a couple of pounds after the New Year!"

When Liu Qiao arrived at the quadrangle, she became even more envious, "Wow, you and your spouse live inside this quadrangle? It looks really grand, much better than the crowded courtyard where I live! Is your home upstairs or downstairs? I can help you move in later!"

Oh, actually, this whole yard belongs to my family. You can put it wherever you want. "No need, there must be people inside the yard. Let them move it up when the time comes!"

Walk to the door, hear a lively noise inside, don't know what's going on, Liu Qiao followed Yu Bingbing in, the scene in the yard is unexpectedly familiar, only to see various boxes piled on the open space, some people holding a roster shouting, "Guo Yigang, come and get your New Year goods!"

"Wow, they're selling New Year's goods here too? Huh, that's not right, New Year's goods are supposed to be collected at the workplace, how come they're delivered directly to the house?" Liu Qiao was a bit confused.

"My husband not only works as a professor at Tsinghua University, but also does design work at a architecture firm in Hong Kong. Some of the buildings there are used as their office during the day," Yu Bingbing explained.

"Oh, a unit from Hong Kong!" When Liu Qiao heard this, she became interested and quickly walked a few steps pushing her bicycle. "I really want to see what kind of Lunar New Year goods the unit from Hong Kong gives out."

Huh? Why is there English written on this box too, "Chile Cherries"? What does this mean? Cherries from Chile? Why do we need to import cherries? Liu Qiao also teaches English and she understands the English on the box, but she doesn't quite understand it.

However, when Guo Yi just opened the box, she immediately understood that the cherries were so big? Even bigger than hawthorn.

Looking at the box next to it, Australian Spiny lobster, Guo Yi just casually picked up the lobster from the box, and even after crossing the ocean, the long-armed lobster is still lively and spirited.

The price of large prawns is so expensive! How much does such a big lobster cost? The units in this fragrant river are too extravagant! Liu Qiao's eyes are popping out.

Guo Yigang was still not happy. He scratched his head and said, "How do you deal with this thing? I don't know how to cook it even if I bring it home!"

"I don't know how to do it, so what? Let Mr. Li help you clean up! You can just eat the ready-made ones!" Li Qingxi shouted.

"Hurry up and take your things away. The other children are waiting for you. The Chilean cherries and Australian lobsters have been collected. Next up are the French perfume, German sausages, Japanese Wagyu beef, and American Mahi-Mahi. Take your things away first and find a place to put them. Later, Master Yang and the others will help you transport them back!" urged Aunt Wei, who was in charge of distributing New Year's goods.

This series of New Year goods directly stunned Liu Qiao. She was just happy for the ten catties of big hairtail given to her by Yu Bingbing, but as soon as she saw the New Year goods distributed by the unit, she suddenly felt that her hairtail was not as good.

"Yu Lao Shi, can you help me ask your husband if their unit still needs people?" She grabbed Yu Bingbing's arm.

Everyone, have a happy holiday!
Chapter 510 - Stealing the Family Tree

Liu Qiao stayed in the yard for a while and then left. The New Year goods sent by Linlou really made her envious. She was worried that if she stayed longer, she wouldn't want to leave.

Actually, buying these goods domestically has been very troublesome in recent years. Even if you have the money, it's difficult to find a way. However, it's much more convenient to buy from Hong Kong. Lin asked Xu Wenbiao to buy from Hong Kong and then air freight it back. It's just a little extra in shipping costs, as long as the employees of the firm are happy and can have a good time during the New Year. Spending this extra money is definitely worth it.

"It's okay if you don't know how to cook. I have already asked Teacher Li for help and written a recipe for everyone. Just follow the recipe and you'll be fine!" Lin Lou called out, asking Lin Mita to help distribute the photocopied recipe to everyone.

Mr. Li's unique secret recipe is definitely not easily revealed, but there are many different methods of cooking the same ingredients. Writing out a few common methods would be a small favor for Mr. Li.

With the help of Lin Lou, although Lijia's Cuisine has only been open for a few months, it has already gained quite a reputation in the foreign community in Beijing. The Lijia family has also benefited a lot. If it weren't for Lin Lou needing to go home for the Chinese New Year, he might have been willing to have Lin Lou even cater for the New Year's Eve dinner, let alone this small favor.

"Let's go back and visit our parents tonight, and take some things for them. On our way back, let's take a day off in Shanghai, and also bring some things for Uncle and Zheng Weiming!" Linlou said to Bingbing. In addition, the gifts for Commissioner Wu, Academician Guan, Mrs. Xie, and other relatives and friends are also ready. We can just make a quick visit before going home."

"The cherries are quite delicious, and it feels even better to eat cherries in winter than in summer. It's just that they are a bit too expensive!" Yu Bingbing picked up a washed large cherry and tasted it, saying. She hadn't realized that she had become one of the first people in China to achieve cherry freedom."

Then I repeated what Liu Qiao said to him. Linlou thought for a moment and said, "You know, I do need someone with good English skills to help with handling foreign documents and answering phone calls. If she's willing to come over, I can guarantee that next year's bonus will be even better than this year's. It's just that I doubt she can make this decision."

Lin Lou's translated material is not academic or technical in nature, and it requires strict adherence to professional vocabulary. Even if Liu Qiao is a college English teacher, it still requires a considerable amount of effort.

The business scope of Linlou is now very wide. Not long ago, they teamed up with Alphans to win the project of the museum in Germany. In addition to technical materials, there are also many business documents that need to be translated. He can only hire part-time teachers from Tsinghua University to help. However, the part-time work efficiency is never as high as full-time. It would be best if Liu Qiao is willing to join.

At the moment, everyone places great importance on formal employment, and in the eyes of ordinary people, being a university teacher is a very prestigious occupation. Liu Qiao has removed the halo of being a university teacher and come to work at Lin Building. Aside from whether she can make this decision or not, even if she can, her whole family will have to persuade her to change her mind.

A few days ago, Lin took them to Xiangshan Hotel for two days and held this year's annual meeting. Today, after distributing the New Year's goods, the office should also take an early holiday. Lin, Li Qingxi, and others who are teaching at Tsinghua University may still need to busy themselves for two more days, while Guo, Jiang, and others who have already arranged unpaid leave can consider going back to their hometowns for the Chinese New Year.

Some are anxious already. They have started looking for Aunt Wei to discuss the train tickets. They can't wait to go back to their hometown tomorrow and show off the imported New Year goods to others.

There aren't many people at Linlou, and other units haven't started their holidays yet. Train tickets are not in high demand, and Qibaicheng can easily help them out.

After Guo Yigang and others returned home, Lin Lou stayed in Beijing for a few more days. He gave all the gifts he needed to give and paid New Year's visits to everyone. Only then did he take a plane to Shanghai.

After arriving in Shanghai, I first rested at the Moller Villa. Then after work, I brought some things to visit Yu Jichuan at his home. The next day, I spent some time at Zheng Weiming's house. He is currently studying abroad and often writes to Linlou. Occasionally, Linlou also calls him for a chat.

Now Zheng Weiming has adapted to life abroad, and has gained the favor of his teachers. It's possible that he may be able to obtain his degree ahead of schedule.

Then Andrew brought over a pile of documents, and Lin sorted through them, selecting a bunch of old Western-style houses. According to the specific conditions of these old houses, arrangements were made to operate the ones in better condition after repairs, while seeking professional help for comprehensive restoration of those in worse condition.

Perhaps it is because of the rapid economic development in recent years, the price of old western-style houses has also become much higher than when Lin bought it initially. However, it still has a long way to go before reaching the price of hundreds of millions in the future, to the point where we might not even need to use the dividends from the Autec company, as the profits from the tile factory alone will be enough to cover it.

Waited another day, Lin Qiao also came back from the United States with Yanmei, but Yanmei's belly has already swelled up. It looks like Lin Qiao has also been busy last year. John Walker and Avril Green also came over together. They are used to coming to China before the Spring Festival every year to discuss the company's development direction for the coming year with Lin Lou.

This time is a little different because of the listing. Autec Company has become more formal, or more profit-oriented. Aval-Green didn't mind, and even liked it a bit, but technical talents like John Walker and Mike Riddell couldn't help but complain a bit.

Lin Lou comforted, but he also knew that this was the trend, and a few sarcastic comments would not change it. John Walker, who could not adapt to the changes in the future, might even give up his shares and retire to Switzerland. Lin Lou would also choose the right time to gradually reduce his holdings and cash out his shares.

After staying in Shanghai for a few days and finishing their business, the four of them returned to Nanjiang City together. They did not stay in the city and went straight back to their hometown. Their grandparents were very happy to see them back, and even more so when they heard there is hope to hold their great-grandson next year.

Jiang Yunying has already started her vacation, and Lin Shengbin has also arranged his work and come back early. The family of eight can now reunite in their hometown. It's a good thing that Linlou built this three-room house in advance; otherwise, there wouldn't be enough space for so many people to stay.

As before, after they returned, relatives from the village came to visit one after another. Their house became even livelier, often with the next guest arriving before the previous one had left.

However, the difference is that in the past, their visits focused on Lin Shengbin, because he was one of the few cadres in the village who could provide a lot of help to the villagers.

The focus of the visits is now more on the guests at Lin Lou than on the guests at Lin Shengbin. After most young people come in, they greet Lin Lou's grandparents and Lin Shengbin before running into Lin Lou's house.

Although there are family ties among relatives, interests are also very important, even more important. In the past, Lin Shengbin could help him explain some policy issues. When there were things to do in the city, he would always be welcomed at Lin Shengbin's house with a warm meal and a place to sleep at night, so Lin Shengbin was highly respected.

As for the Linlou side, since Lin Sheng was the first to follow Linlou out to venture and made money to return to the village in glory, the young people in the village have been swarming out, working at tile factories, special cement factories, and metal sheet factories. As the Spring Festival approaches, they also come back with big and small packages, some even bringing back new daughters-in-law.

Lin Shengbin can only help them with some small favors, while Lin Lou can solve the livelihood problems of the young people in the village. It is obvious who is more important to them.

The former star of the past has been overshadowed by his own child. Lin Shenbin couldn't help feeling a little lost in his heart. "I'm only in my forties. Do I have to give up my position as the head of the family to my child?" But soon he adjusted, because when he was working in the city, people had already begun to introduce him as "Father of Lin Tower."

Besides those who came to look for Lin Shengbin and Lin Lou, there were also those who came to visit Lin Lou's grandfather, Lin Chongli. Several elderly people with the "Chong" character in their names from the village were also brought together for this year's ancestral offering.

"Second brother, in the past, the policy did not allow it, and the village did not have money, so we haven't held ancestral worship for many years! Now everyone is busy making money, and slowly no one cares about these things anymore. I see that in the neighboring villages, some people have already started preparing. Should our Lin family in Qianhu Village also start preparing?"

"The children in the village also made a lot of money following Xiaolou. Everyone pooled their resources, those who had money contributed money, and those who had strength contributed their efforts, and they held a lively and bustling ceremony to pay respect once."

Haizhou people place great importance on clan, even if they don't mention it, Lin Chongli is always thinking about it. He is just worried that it will affect his children, so he didn't take the lead. Upon hearing their words, he called Lin Shengbin in.

Due to the fact that Haidong Province is a hometown for overseas Chinese, after the reform and opening up, many overseas Chinese have come back to pay respects to their ancestors. Therefore, it is not a problem in terms of policy. Lin Shengbin explained to them, and then immediately expressed that they are willing to contribute the majority of the money for the ancestral worship. The villagers only need to make a symbolic gesture and help with the labor.

Several elders in the village spoke, and how could the younger generation not listen to them? Moreover, the young people in Qianhu Village have indeed made money following Linlou in the past two years. They also want to show off to the nearby villages, so the village immediately became lively.

The elders gathered together, reminiscing and discussing the rituals and etiquette for ancestral worship, while the younger generation came over to contribute money. Although Lin and his son were willing to bear the majority of the expenses and only wanted others to make a symbolic gesture, no one was stingy in this matter. According to the conditions of their respective families, everyone contributed their fair share.

With the process in place and the money available, the next step is to buy things and make preparations. The village directly hired a truck, with someone familiar with the routes, to go to the city to buy various necessary supplies. Then they invited people to help, and as soon as they returned, they started decorating the ancestral hall.

On the day of the ancestor worship, the main gate of the ancestral hall was wide open, and people of all ages from the whole village gathered at the entrance. Several groups of young people held shotguns in their hands, firing them into the sky, followed by a sudden burst of firecrackers and lively drum music, causing the crowd to become even more lively.

Everyone eagerly watched the entrance of the ancestral hall. In Nanjiang City, there is a custom of fighting for the family genealogy during ancestral worship. Representatives from each family would lead a group of young and strong individuals to wait in front of the ancestral hall. As soon as the doors open, they would rush forward to compete for the new genealogy book. The family that first obtains the genealogy signifies prosperity and flourishing for their descendants. Therefore, each representative aims to be the first to obtain the family genealogy, in hopes of bringing great merit to their family.

The head of the Lin family is Lin Shengbin. Lin Lou and Lin Qiao, two young men, naturally cannot stand aside and must bear the heavy responsibility of snatching the genealogy. Although the brothers do not quite believe in these things, they are prepared to do their best in order to make their grandparents happy and be the first to get the new genealogy.

Lin Sheng and his peers, like brothers, stood behind their respective supervisors, eagerly waiting. When Lin Lou glanced over, Lin Sheng intentionally shouted, "Xiao Lou, I often help with unloading tiles, my strength is definitely greater than yours. Later, you'd better stand back a bit, don't get squeezed!"

"I exercise every day too! We still can't say for sure who is stronger between us!" Lin Lou naturally will not admit defeat.

As soon as the words fell, someone shouted, "The list is out!" Everyone rushed to the door, only to see four strong men holding open the door, revealing a row of brand new genealogy records on the long table inside.

"Quick, grab the new scores!" Lin Sheng shouted, rushing forward first. The others also rushed forward, and in an instant, the entrance of the ancestral hall was tightly blocked. The Lin brothers, Lin Lou and Lin Qiao, were stuck at the door and couldn't get in!

"Ouch, who's pulling my leg!" Lin Sheng, who was originally at the forefront, suddenly slowed down. Someone from behind forcefully pushed him, causing Lin Lou to stumble forward and rush through the gate of the ancestral hall, being the first to enter inside.

He didn't have time to think too much, so he hurried to the side of the long table and grabbed the genealogy of their house. There was a sigh behind him, "Ah, the second branch is going to prosper again this year!"

However, everyone's faces were not filled with regret, but instead they looked at Linlou with a smile as he handed the genealogy to Lin Shengbin. Even Lin Sheng, who could have been the first to grab the genealogy, was no exception. Now Linlou finally understood that everyone was hoping for him to grab the genealogy first!

This is also easy to understand. Nowadays, most of the young people from the Lin family in Qianhu Village, except those still in school, make a living in his factory. The more prosperous the Lin family becomes, the more promising their lives will be. Therefore, it is natural to leave this good sign to the Lin family.

"Thank you all, the Lin family will prosper next year!" Lin Lou expressed his gratitude with clasped hands and a bow.

Then the members of other families took turns to come forward and receive the genealogy of their own family. However, the ancestor worship ceremony is far from over, and there are still many things to do next.

"Ah, you all went out to play, and I still have to work."
Chapter 511 Preliminary Screening

The assembled crowd, elated after finishing the lineup, excitedly gathered outside the ancestral hall. The two villagers who were carrying muskets led the way, followed closely by the percussion band.

This drum band is very unique. It consists of five members. The gong player carries a three-foot bamboo pole on his left shoulder, with a large gong in front and a rectangular drum rack in the back. Despite the old appearance of the drum rack, the three-sided carved railing is still well-preserved, with carved handles and a copper ring attached to the bamboo pole, making it quite distinctive.

Inside the drum stand is a small leather drum. The drummer holds a drumstick in the right hand and a wooden clapper in the left hand, striking the drum and clapper simultaneously. At the rear, there are a suona player and two cymbal players following along.

The task of the drum and music band is to clear the way for the lineage bearer. The lineage bearer is the key figure, with the bearers from each household standing behind the band, holding the new family genealogy respectfully in both hands at chest level. The descendants of each family stand behind them according to their seniority, forming a queue that extends to the open space outside the ancestral hall. Despite the large number of people, the procession is orderly and well-organized.

Next, the received genealogy must be sent back to the ancestral hall of each branch for worship. The eldest branch's genealogy receiving team first aims their guns towards the sky, firing them twice. Drums and music play together while the crowd cheers. The band then starts to play music, and the genealogy receiving team, lined up according to their seniority in the family, follows the sedan as it sets off.

Several teams gathered to form a long dragon procession, slowly making their way towards the village in a lively and joyous manner. As they arrived at each location, the villagers immediately set off firecrackers to pay tribute to the welcoming brigade. After touring around the village, each of the teams presented their newly issued family genealogy to be enshrined in their respective ancestral hall.

The ancestral hall and shrine hall of each family are like the relationship between the group headquarters and its branches. The shrine hall cannot be easily opened without major clan events, and if there are any issues in the daily lives of each family, they can go to the ancestral hall to pay respects to their ancestors.

If we were to handle everything at the ancestral hall, it might be manageable for smaller clans with fewer members, but it would be overwhelming when dealing with large families that are flourishing. There would be no time for the ancestral hall to rest, with constant stream of people coming and going, which would not be dignified enough.

If there's nothing special, the incense hall is usually quite empty. But today is different. Early in the morning, people from each room cleaned the incense hall spotlessly, put up door couplets, and waited for the arrival of the reception team.

When the drum and music ensemble played, the new edition of the family genealogy was brought into the ancestral hall. The ancestral hall was already crowded with men, women, old and young from the family, and the descendants came up one by one to offer incense and pay respects.

In addition to offering sacrifices to their ancestors, the ancestral worship also includes blessing the descendants. The way of blessing in Qianhu Village is to grab "flower rice". The flower rice is made of newly harvested rice, half of which is dyed in vermillion and mixed with white rice, symbolizing prosperity and wealth.

When the time arrives, several people rush out from the ancestral hall and scatter rice towards the crowd outside. Meanwhile, others shout loudly, "Give it, give it," while holding hats, bamboo baskets, or simply using their clothes to catch the rice. The more they catch, the more money they will earn next year.

When the bags of rice distributed by the government were empty, the young and middle-aged men slowly dispersed, while the women, carrying their children, slowly picked up the fallen grains of rice from the ground, one by one, until not a single grain was left. Then, they cooked the fallen rice in a pot with breakfast and gathered the whole family to enjoy the rice porridge together.

After dinner, families came out again. The excitement of today is far from over. Although the ancestor worship ceremony has come to an end, there are still more exciting things to look forward to.

The post-ancestral sacrifice luncheon is a must. The men move tables, chairs, and benches to the middle of the village road, while the women are busy cooking various dishes. The children run around the village, occasionally setting off firecrackers they picked up from the road. A troupe from outside starts singing traditional operas from the province of Haidong.

Several elderly people sat at the table closest to the stage, sipping tea and snacking on melon seeds while happily commenting on the performance. The young people were not interested in this, so they gathered in groups of two or three, playing cards, mahjong, or chatting and boasting.

The elderly in the village usually keep a close eye on gambling, and anyone who dares to play will be scolded. However, during the New Year period, they are more lenient about it. But it's still not allowed to play big, just small stakes to liven up the atmosphere. Playing big can hurt relationships.

There will be a grand setup at the flowing water banquet: a large iron pot, stacked steaming baskets as tall as a person, a water bucket as wide as two people, a makeshift outdoor stove, with billowing heat and rising cooking smoke.

The mainstream cuisine consists mostly of steaming, stewing, boiling, and deep-frying. It's inevitable as we need to prepare dishes for several tables at the same time, and stir-frying easily loses its heat. Also, being close to the seaside, seafood has become the absolute highlight.

The Nine-section Prawns are live and jumping, with a delicious taste; the fried fish has a crispy skin and tender flesh; the steamed rice with red sturgeon is rich and fragrant, with sweet and sticky rice at the bottom complementing the freshness of the seafood. Even the foreign daughters-in-law, Yu Bingbing and Dan Yanmei, couldn't help but eat spoonful after spoonful.

The banquet lasted from noon until evening, with several performances taking place on stage throughout. Typically, it would be considered prestigious for a village to hire a local performance troupe for ancestral rituals, but the people of Qianhu Village are wealthy and have chosen to invite several troupes. The local operas favored by the elderly, lively magic and acrobatic performances, as well as popular singers favored by the younger generation were all included.

When the sun set, it was the turn for the film projection team to take the stage. They hung the curtain, set up the projector, and before long, a festive comedy film started. Lin glanced at it and recognized it as a familiar Hong Kong New Year film. It was definitely a pirated copy, but no one cared about that.

Adults and children all gleefully stared at the big screen, smiling or laughing heartily along with the performances of the Hong Kong celebrities, finding it very amusing.

During the daytime ancestral worship and evening banquets, people from other villages did not come over. However, once the evening banquet ended and the movie started, they couldn't resist the temptation and brought their whole families over, bringing chairs specifically to watch the excitement.

In this day and age, if a village were to show a movie, it would be a big deal. If the word got out in advance, it wouldn't be strange at all for people to carry their children and bring their own stools to walk ten to twenty miles to watch the movie.

The projectionist has also become a highly respected profession in the countryside. Whenever they show a movie, they are invited to drink and dine, with delicious dishes served and a pack of cigarettes for each person. They even receive red envelopes when they leave.

Yubingbing grew up in a large courtyard and never experienced these things, but Yanmei did. She enthusiastically told Linlou, Linqiao, and Yubingbing about her childhood experiences of running over hills and across mountains to the neighboring town to watch movies.

After the ancestral worship, the lively atmosphere continued. After the 30th day of the lunar new year, people in the village started to visit relatives and drink alcohol in turns. The dishes on the table were much better than in previous years, and the alcohol was no longer the homemade kind from neighboring villages, but bottles of alcohol displayed at the cooperative's counter. This made the visitors from other villages feel a little uneasy; they thought, "If I drink this alcohol, what should I offer when they come to my house?"

"Ah, life in your village is really thriving! It's completely different with a college student around!" Upon learning that their improved living conditions are all thanks to Lin Lou, many people expressed such sentiments.

"Hehe, Xiao Lou is not just any ordinary college student. Tsinghua University is the top in the country, and Xiao Lou is the top at Tsinghua. This is not something that the students graduating from the universities in our Nanjiang city can compare to!" When talking about Lin Lou, the people from Qianhu Village showed proud expressions, directly raised their thumbs up, and praised Lin Lou as rare in the world.

But there are also consequences to saying too many good things. Many relatives from other villages took advantage of their happiness and followed suit, hoping to have their children follow in Lin Sheng's footsteps and go out to make a living like the Lins.

This is a bit of a predicament now. They have the intention to refuse, but the words were spoken too boldly just now. These children are also our own nephews and nieces, so it's not like they are strangers. They also want the younger generation to live a better life. So, I could only vaguely accept at the time and then immediately came to find Linlou.

"Xiaolou, if you find it difficult, then let's forget about it. At most, I'll just send more gifts over during the holidays!" After saying this, they anxiously added, afraid of causing trouble for Linlou or affecting their own children's future. Even if they were close relatives, it still wasn't as close as their own children.

"It's okay. The tile factory is also considering opening a branch recently, We also have porcelain clay in Nanjiang city. I will discuss with Boss Chen to see if we can open a branch in Nanjiang city. This way, the young people in our Lin family can work close to home, and can also come back home on weekends or holidays to visit."

Linlou did not feel that there was anything difficult. For products like ceramic tiles, shipping costs account for a sizable proportion of the total cost. It is unrealistic to expect a single factory to sell its products across the entire country. If the products are shipped a little further, the pricing loses its competitiveness. Therefore, searching for suitable locations across the country to open satellite factories was originally part of his and Chen Dejiang's plan.

Why not open one in Nanjiang City as well, since the resources, transportation, and economic conditions here meet the standards, and there are also numerous personal connections, making it much easier than in other places.

Once the new factory is opened, we will definitely need to recruit people. Since we need to recruit people, shouldn't we first take care of our own relatives? This news immediately brought joy to the visiting relatives.

Linlou expressed kindness, while Linsheng timely played the role of the "good cop". "Third Uncle, Xiaolou is benevolent and always thinks of our relatives. When we handle our own affairs, we must be reliable and not cause trouble for Xiaolou. When we get to the factory, we can't cause trouble just because we are Xiaolou's relatives!"

"If that's the case, then I have no choice but to send the troublemaking child back and come to apologize at your house!" Although his words were tactful, his tone was remarkably resolute and left no room for doubt.

"It's not easy to find a job outside that can pay on time! If he dares to be ungrateful, you tell me, I'll go to the factory and break his legs!" Uncle San immediately made his stance.

Nanjiang City has few resources and a large population of idle young people. However, there are only a limited number of recruiting opportunities for soldiers and workers every year. If a child in a household has the chance to enter a factory for work, the family will spare no expense to send them in. Nowadays, just a few words can land someone a high-paying job. If someone doesn't cherish this opportunity, it can only be said that they brought it upon themselves.

Lin Sheng also developed his skills through practice. Since leaving home, he not only followed Chen Dejiang to learn practical skills, but also followed Lin Lou's instructions to enroll in a correspondence course and started to systematically study knowledge related to business and management. After a few years, this young man has changed a lot compared to before.

Lin Lou felt very pleased about this. If all the children in Qianhu Village could be like him, the Lin family would be in a good position in the future. As long as they have the ability, Lin Lou is also willing to create such opportunities for them.

Although Lin Lou does not value the clan as much as Lin Chongli and Lin Shengbin, the fact that the people in his hometown are doing well makes him happy. Not to mention, the increasing respect for his grandparents in the village saves him a lot of energy.

As usual, Lin Qiao left for the United States on the eighth day. This year, Lin Lou did not wait until the fifteenth day to leave. After all, there are still father-in-law and mother-in-law on the Beijing side, so he must accompany them for a few days before leaving for the new year.

On the eighth day, the two brothers left Qianhu Village with their bags filled with local specialties. One went south to Hong Kong with a layover, while the other headed north to Beijing after departing from Nanjiang City Airport.

Accompanied by the couple Yu Jishan, I attended several banquets and made many new acquaintances. After the Lantern Festival, life and work slowly returned to normal.

Tsinghua University has resumed classes, and the firm has also started catching up on work that was delayed during the Chinese New Year period. When developing the project schedule for domestic projects, the influence of the Spring Festival was taken into consideration. However, Europeans and Africans do not celebrate the Spring Festival. Therefore, whether it is the airport project in Latvia, the newly won museum project in Germany, or the nearly completed Urudi Shenggu Stadium project, there is still a considerable amount of work that needs to be done.

Fortunately, everyone's condition adjusted quickly, coupled with the super high efficiency of computer-assisted work, the backlog of work progress was caught up in a short time.

Meanwhile, the new session of the university architectural design competition has officially started. One by one, there are gradually submissions sent to the organizing committee. Once a certain number of submissions have accumulated, the initial review work will officially begin.

Lin Lou went to the organizing committee as planned, ready to start the preliminary screening of these manuscripts with the other judges. When he arrived, he saw the other judges. Besides him, they were all middle-aged people. The oldest among them is already in their sixties. Lin Lou, who is in his twenties, stood out among them.

However, no one questions his ability. In the past few years, Lin Lou has achieved so much, and everyone may envy or even be jealous of him, but there is basically no contempt or doubt towards him.

"Lin Gong, welcome welcome! I have heard your name a long time ago, never thought there would be a chance for us to work together!" Everyone greeted enthusiastically.

Thank you to King of Fun, Lonely Thorn, Soul of Sword platform, and the patronage of Zhiqin Qinzheng.
Chapter 512 Another Academician

"Teacher Song, I studied your textbook back in the day... Teacher Jin, the techniques you used in the design are groundbreaking in the country. Every time I review the drawings, I gain new insights... Teacher Qi, the article you published in 'Architect' gave me great inspiration..." They were being polite, so Lin naturally had to be even more courteous.

Although their achievements are limited, they were the predecessors who supported the development of Chinese architecture in those barren years. They deserve respect.

Of course, if they come in acting like seniors and can't stand Lin Lou, then it would be another matter. Since this situation has not occurred, let's be modest for now!

To be honest, as long as they are not lacking in intelligence, they won't encounter the situation mentioned above. Although they are older than Linlou, before they retire, Linlou should not pose a threat to their position. However, they also have students and juniors, so they should consider them before taking action.

The saying goes, "Bully the old not the young." Linlou has already shown unparalleled strength among his peers. It may not matter if they provoke Linlou now, but if Linlou seeks revenge on their descendants in the future, giving low scores in a certain award selection, or blocking the entrance to a certain association, they will have nowhere to cry.

Instead of that, it's better to establish a good relationship first. In the future, when the posterity have any concerns, they can find Mr. Lin. When they mention the origins of today, he wouldn't be able to refuse directly, right?

So the atmosphere on the scene became more harmonious. When they heard Lin Lou talking about his proudest achievement, they felt really happy. It seems that the small achievements I made back then are still remembered by someone! It's not in vain that I've worked hard for so many years.

"Haha, such a trivial achievement, yet you've remembered it, Xiaolou! Compared to the projects you've done, I'm far behind!" laughed a few teachers.

"Yeah, I went to see the Xiangshan Hotel before. It's different from the previous fusion of traditional Chinese architecture and modern architecture in our country. Back then, everyone just added a large roof to the houses, superficially pursuing a similar form. Your and Mr. Bei's design truly grasps the essence of traditional Chinese architecture and achieves a likeness."

After the 1980s, in promoting the essence of traditional Chinese architectural culture, some people have gradually begun to abandon the superficial resemblance and pursue the path of spiritual resemblance. They advocate the idea of "seeming to be but not" and "seeming not to be but," and believe that the similarity and dissimilarity can coexist. However, some people also believe that the theory of spiritual resemblance, as seen in ancient Chinese painting, is still a matter of debate when it comes to its application in architecture.

There have been stimulating debates between these two schools of thought, and it seems that the latter has gained the upper hand, with the trend of the great roof once again spreading throughout the country. From this remark, it seems that Mr. Jin is a supporter of the resemblance school.

"Our traditional architecture is built on materials such as soil, wood, and bricks, while modern architecture primarily uses new materials such as reinforced steel, cement, and glass. From the perspective of materials, the foundations of these two architectural styles are different, so simply pursuing similarity in form does not have much meaning!" Linlou also supports the theory of similarity, and then continued with his topic.

"Exactly, utilizing the flexibility of wood to build bracket sets and overhanging eaves is a very ingenious approach, but it loses its meaning when using reinforcing bars and cement! The properties of the materials are different, so why force it? On the contrary, the deeper principles of traditional architectural culture such as the harmony between nature and humans, and the significance of empty spaces are not affected at all by the building materials. Regardless of the materials used, these principles can be achieved."

As soon as someone shared the same idea, Teacher Jin was immediately delighted. "I have seen the design drawings of your Asian Games venues. Although there are no very direct applications of traditional architectural elements on the surface, the overall distribution and arrangement of the buildings, as well as the integration with the landscape and the lake, reflect the idea of our ancestors being friendly to nature."

"However, those are all things of the past. With the rapid development of technology, new materials, new techniques, and new architectural design concepts continue to emerge. If we always cling to those old concepts, how can we make progress?" Some people have expressed different thoughts, "In my opinion, it's better to let go of the things we should abandon earlier!"

"Can't say that. Japanese architectural master Mr. Kisho Kurokawa refined the theory of 'Grey Space' from the concept of 'Wabi-sabi' expounded by the founder of Japanese tea ceremony, Sen no Rikyu." Linlou rebutted.

"Mr. Kisho Kurokawa makes extensive use of transitional spaces such as courtyards and corridors, placing them in prominent positions to create intermediate spaces that are half indoors, half outdoors, half enclosed, half open, half private, and half public. This characteristic space to some extent erases the boundaries between the inside and outside of the building, making them an organic whole. The continuity of the space eliminates the barrier between the interior and exterior, giving people a natural and organic sense of unity."

"After him, a new generation of architects such as Tadao Ando began to carry forward this theory and designed many classic works. This is a successful attempt to revitalize ancient ideas or as the previous quote stated, whether it is the unchanged form or theory of traditional architecture, it does not meet the current development needs. However, we can extract the essence of traditional culture and give it new changes."

"Take Mr. Kisho Kurokawa, for example, who combines traditional and modern culture and makes breakthroughs based on this integration. This is what should truly be done."

Just like the future Wang Shu, his work is inspired by traditional roof tiles, but he did not simply copy the traditional application of roof tiles in architecture. Instead, he added his own elements, which led to China's first Pritzker Prize.

Otherwise, there are many architects in China who design ancient-style or new Chinese-style buildings. Why did only Wang Shu win the award, not others? It's because Wang Shu has gone further than them, made breakthroughs on the basis of his predecessors, and opened up a new genre for the international architectural community.

"It's not easy to achieve this!" Everyone was speechless. A completely new concept genre cannot be easily created. It requires not only profound accumulation but also outstanding talent.

"Anyway, it's still a direction. It's better than sticking to the old rules, isn't it?" Linlou smiled and didn't say anything. This topic is quite significant and not something that can be resolved in a short time. It would even require in-depth theoretical articles and impressive architectural works to convince people.

"Alright, we'll discuss these topics later. There's still work to be done now!" Teacher Jin clapped his hands and ushered everyone inside to begin the initial selection of the submitted works.

Due to the few suitable competitions for domestic architecture students at present, and the increasing influence of university architectural design competitions, although it is not yet the deadline, we have already received quite a few submissions.

In addition, Lin Lou's appointment as a judge for this competition has caused quite a stir among architecture students nationwide. With a month remaining until the deadline, they have already received more submissions than the previous edition.

"Wow, it's going to be a busy time this year. The workload is much bigger than last year. Your competition is getting better and better!" After attending the last evaluation, Teacher Qi went in and was delighted to see the room full of entries. He also hopes that more outstanding young architects will emerge in China.

"The ratio of candidates advancing from the preliminary round to the semi-finals was 3:1 last time. This time, I estimate that it will at least be 5:1. It's much harder to win a prize this year compared to last year!" Teacher Jin laughed. Just like Teacher Qi, he was delighted to see the competition growing. More participants meant that the influence of the competition was increasing."

"The quantity of light is not enough, the quality needs to be improved! After hosting so many competitions, there hasn't been a piece of work that surpasses the first Xiao Lou's yet!" Teacher Song needs to be more cautious.

"Lao Song, you are being a bit too greedy! Despite being only a freshman back then, Xiaolou was already able to clearly point out Mr. Bei's mistakes and make corrections! Such a level of ability is rare, not to mention among ordinary students, even if you look for it among all the professors in architecture departments across the country, I doubt you will find many."

"Haha, that's true. If other students can receive a first prize in the national college student competition, that's their honor! But if Xiaolou wins this award, it's the honor of the national college student competition! I estimate that when someone mentions this award in the future, they will probably say it's an award that Lin Lou Lin, just starting out in his career, won!"

"I still remember this incident till now! When the awards were just announced, there were protests saying that a work with such high completion must not have been made by an undergraduate student. Some even suspected that it was a teacher from that school who made the proposal to help the student, then signed the student's name," said Teacher Qi recalling the past events.

"I was a bit skeptical at first. On the basis of preserving the architectural style of the traditional Beijing quadrangle courtyard, they added some elements of modern architecture. Even senior designers who have worked in Beijing for many years may not necessarily have such a concept, right?"

"After all the works have been scored, everyone revealed the contestant information column of Xiao Lou's work, which finally revealed the truth! The work had already been completed at that time, and it was indeed Xiao Lou's handwriting!"

When they praised themselves, Linlou had to lower his head to look at those works. The first thing to consider was whether these works met the requirements of the competition, which were the same as when Linlou participated.

Each entry should provide two to four competition drawings, including a comprehensive plan that fully expresses the design intentions, as well as architectural plans, elevations, sections, renderings, analysis drawings, model photos, etc., along with a design statement of about 500 words.

Basic data that must be clearly indicated on the design plan drawings: the name of the city where the site is located and its coordinates, the area of the construction site, the total floor area of the building, the plot ratio of the building, the building density, and the green ratio of the building, and other necessary contents.

If it doesn't meet the requirements, then it's a pity. No matter how good the work is, it won't be able to enter the re-examination. However, in order to encourage these students, if they encounter particularly good works, even if they are not allowed to enter the re-examination, the organizing committee will still write a formal reply letter, pointing out the problems.

It's not that your work is not good enough, but you didn't carefully read the entry requirements. The submitted draft does not meet the standards. I hope you will pay attention next time and continue to participate in the competition next year. Also, please add a brief comment. In this way, the students who receive the reply will feel regretful but not completely unrewarded.

In the reevaluation stage, each work will be scored by multiple judges, and then the average score will be calculated. Finally, the works will be ranked according to the high scores. If there is a disputed work, the decision will be made by the chairman of the review committee.

The initial review stage is relatively simple. As long as one judge feels that the work has merit, it can be recommended. Then all the recommended works are summarized to see if there is any discrepancy with the initial estimated number. If the difference is not significant, the re-evaluation will be based on the number of works submitted.

If there is a significant discrepancy, re-evaluate it. If the quantity is insufficient, select from the rejected works again; if there are too many, consider the scores above and remove a few with the lowest scores.

Linlou looked at the work in his hand, although it met all the requirements for the competition, unfortunately the quality was not high. Many of the designs were simply copied from examples in the textbooks. It was obvious that such work was not qualified for the second round of review, so it received a low score and was placed in the area for eliminated works.

Several other teachers also laughed and then started working. The atmosphere of the evaluation was relatively relaxed, and occasionally when they encountered good works, the judges would take another look.

Anyone who receives an exceptionally excellent piece of work will wear a proud expression on their face, just like Bo Le discovering a qianli ma.

I don't know if it's bad luck or what, but Teacher Qi, Teacher Song, and Teacher Jin have all found some good works to show off, but there has been no movement from Linlou yet.

Others couldn't help but worry a little, "Xiaolou, after all, it is a competition for college students. Don't set the bar too high, okay?" They were afraid that Linlou would raise the requirements and eliminate works that should not be brushed down.

"No, no, as long as the entries meet the criteria for the competition and have no major flaws, and also have some highlights, I have kept them all!" Linlou pointed at the entries that had made it to the second round in front of him and said.

As for why I haven't found any outstanding works, maybe it's just my bad luck? As he muttered to himself, a new work caught his eye. Oh, this work is of quite high quality!

And it also looks a little familiar, have you seen it somewhere? Lin Lou looked at the drawings for a while, and finally remembered, isn't this the work of academician Cao Kai in the future architecture field? Lin Lou saw it in his collection of works!

This is really unexpected, it's a big win as soon as it comes!
Chapter 513 The Man Who Didn't Become the Pirate King

Lin remembered that he had seen it in an interview with Academician Cao. Academician Cao participated in the national university architecture design competition when he was a junior. However, due to differences in his design concept and the judges' opinions, although he made it to the retest, he did not achieve a good ranking. This incident once caused him quite a blow, and even made him doubt his talent in architecture.

Fortunately, he attended a prestigious architecture school, Tianjin University, and was assigned to a excellent architectural design firm after graduation. With his talent, he quickly distinguished himself and began independently managing projects. Subsequently, he became unstoppable, shocking the domestic architectural industry with one impressive work after another and winning numerous awards both domestically and internationally.

And at the age of around fifty, he was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, becoming a shining star in the domestic construction industry and enjoying great prestige in the domestic and international construction fields.

However, when he talked about this matter in the future, he still felt some regret. But now, it's all good. Academician Cao saw his work, and he could say goodbye to his regrets in this world.

"Teachers, what do you think of this piece?" Lin handed over Cao's entry to the academician. He also wanted to know if, despite the change in judges, Cao's work would still be as remarkable as before.

"Oh, Xiao Lou, have you finally come across a piece of work that catches your eye? I must take a good look at it!" Teacher Song was closest to Lin Lou, and immediately reached out to take the work of Academician Cao. The other judges also temporarily set aside their work and gathered around. A piece of work worthy of such a reaction from Lin Lou cannot be missed.

"This should be the library, right? The design is quite unique and fits the atmosphere of a library very well!" As with the time when he participated in the competition at Lin Building, there was no unified theme given for this competition. Therefore, the architecture students participating could choose their own preferred theme for their creation, which would be more conducive to their creativity.

Academician Cao chose the library as his creative project. The architecture is composed of staggered vertical wall panels and giant square frames. From the outside, these design elements resemble books and bookshelves, which perfectly fit the theme of the library.

Based solely on this external design, Academician Cao's work should have won first prize. However, he made a completely new attempt on the facade. He didn't use the currently popular tiles or paint to cover the facade, but instead exposed the rough, deep red bricks to present the original color of the building exterior.

This kind of exposed wall design may not be surprising at all in the future, but it is quite innovative at the moment. It is hard to say whether it will be accepted by the judges.

"In terms of its design, this work is very mature, better than anything we've seen before. But in terms of the treatment of the façade, isn't it a bit careless? The walls are exposed, without any external coating or other material for protection. If this library is built, wouldn't the erosion from wind and rain affect its lifespan in the future?" Teacher Qi said.

This was also the main reason why Academician Cao did not win the award at that time. Nowadays, it is very rare to see the design of exposed walls in China and it is not recognized by the mainstream architectural community.

Until the 1990s, after Academician Cao started taking charge of architectural design units, he once again picked up the creativity from those years, modified the design, and applied it to an office building of a cultural institution, which immediately caused a sensation in the entire capital city. This building also became one of his early representative works.

Along with this kind of red brick color, there is also a unique name — Cao's Red. Some people want to buy the same kind of brick from the brick factory. They just need to tell the factory to use the same kind of red brick that Cao Gong has used, and everyone in the brick and tile industry knows.

"This should not be a problem. This... student stated in the design specification that during the project, they conducted experiments on exposed brick walls. After undergoing special treatment, these seemingly exposed wall bricks still have a good resistance to erosion, and can fully withstand the test of time!" Lin pointed to the design description in the proposal.

When Linlou said the word "classmate," it was a bit awkward, after all, it seemed a bit disrespectful to address an academician as a classmate. However, when he thought of the way Zheng Weiming behaved in the dormitory, he understood. After all, this is not the first time we have dealt with an academician.

In the future, the office building of Academician Cao, after experiencing two or three decades of wind and rain erosion, still has an incredibly bright and vibrant exterior. Therefore, from a technical point of view, this method is completely feasible.

"Even if the issue I just mentioned doesn't exist, from an aesthetic point of view, it still feels a bit awkward, right? Even after it's covered up, it might give people the impression that the library is not yet completed. Otherwise, how could they not even manage to paint the walls properly?" Everyone still feels a little awkward.

"Yeah, maybe some people will even think that the leader in charge of the project construction didn't allocate enough funds, so in the end, they didn't have enough to paint the walls." Mr. Song joked, his words were somewhat subtle, but in reality, he was worried that someone would question whether the leader responsible for the construction project was corrupt."

This sounds funny, but in practice, it still needs to be taken seriously. Project management is already a troublesome task. If you receive inexplicable complaints because of the architect's fault, it will likely displease the leadership. This kind of proposal may not be well received by them.

"I don't think so!" Linlou understood their thoughts but still insisted, "First of all, as stated in our entry instructions, the main purpose of this competition is to cultivate the innovative spirit of college students and encourage them to bravely explore new things in the field of architecture. We should support these new creative ideas!"

"Secondly, we do not have any first-party owners, and most of these plans will not be implemented. Therefore, the things that may happen during the construction process should not be the criteria for judging the quality of our work!"

"Finally, purely from an aesthetic perspective, this bare wall design presents a rugged beauty, retaining the original appearance of the building materials in a natural way, giving a sense of skillful simplicity. Combined with the meticulous interior design of the library, these two completely different styles of ruggedness and refinement can actually blend perfectly in one project!"

"This reminds me of the famous line from the poem "To Me, the Past, Present, and Future" by the English poet Siegfried Sassoon—'In me the tiger sniffs the rose.' Such a poetic architecture, if excluded due to some ideological issues, would be a great loss!"

"The words are one thing, but innovation cannot be taken lightly, right? Ordinary people don't really understand our work as architects. If we come up with such a work, it will result in even greater misunderstanding. It's possible that some people will say that those of us who draw blueprints can even forget about trivial matters like painting the walls, why bother with design?" The other judges still hesitated.

"In fact, the design of exposed wall surfaces has already been explored internationally and has received considerable acclaim! Japanese architect Tadao Ando is fond of using exposed concrete, leaving the walls without any decoration to showcase the natural appearance of the concrete. This simple and rough aesthetic has captivated architects in Japan." Lin Lou cited another example.

The process of plain concrete may seem simple, but it is actually very complex. Cement needs to be added to fine sand or gravel to increase strength and reduce unknown changes after cement hardening. Generally, higher grade cement is used, and great attention is also paid to the proportion of water, fine sand, and gravel.

Using steel bars to erect the formwork, then pouring the mixed cement grout into the gaps, ensuring that the materials are truly filled and compacted into each structure, while monitoring the progress of the formwork and various pipelines. These construction activities must be carried out in one go. Once the process is interrupted, it will result in uneven color mixing or the formation of gaps, affecting the overall performance of the building.

Different templates will produce different concrete surface effects. Some will display a matte finish, while others will have a wood grain texture. Poor quality templates can lead to rough and uneven surfaces, so the quality of the template determines the final surface effect.

In the future, when Tadao Ando worked on the Shanghai Poly Theater project, many young Chinese architects went to the site to learn the processing technology of exposed concrete. They worked together with the workers on site, assembling the formwork and compacting the concrete, in order to fully understand the technology of exposed concrete.

Later on, exposed concrete and red brick walls gradually became popular. Aside from outdoor areas, many interior designers also favor using these elements.

Because the process of plain concrete construction is complicated, the exposed red brick walls are relatively rough. They have also come up with a new idea, such as the wallpaper of red exposed wall bricks, which is made by mixing materials such as cement, water-based resin, additives, and mineral pigments. It can imitate various cement textures and smooth, crack-free popular micro-cement.

In the 1980s, the best way to persuade others was to do as foreign people, especially those from developed countries did. As long as suitable examples could be found, the opponents would be speechless. Even now, when it comes to the most prominent new generation architect in Japan in recent years, Tadao Ando, a few teachers immediately fell silent.

"Mr. Anteng's work, I have also seen it. That residence in Kyonhisi indeed embodies a beauty that is distinctly eastern and different from the West. The exposed concrete exterior also left a deep impression on me... Oh, I almost forgot, my first encounter with this project was actually in the book 'History of Foreign Modern Architecture' that you compiled, Small Building!" Professor Song said.

Nowadays, the channels for obtaining information in the domestic construction industry are very narrow. Even if foreign materials are found, the priority is to look at the information of more distant architectural masters such as Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, Louis Kahn, and Kenzo Tange. Architects like Tadao Ando, who have emerged in the last decade, are not within their focus.

If it weren't for Lin Lou mentioning him in his book and giving him a strong recommendation, it's estimated that Tadao Ando wouldn't have entered the view of Chinese architects for several more years, maybe not until he won the Pritzker Prize in 1995.

Understanding the works of masters such as Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, Louis Kahn, and Kenzo Tange is certainly essential for architects, but given that these masters lived quite a long time ago, solely studying their works may result in being left behind by the latest international architectural concepts. Therefore, in this book, Lin Lou also dedicates a considerable amount of space to introducing currently active masters such as Tadao Ando, Álvaro Siza, Bjarke Ingels, and Rem Koolhaas.

His efforts have finally paid off. When the name Tadao Ando is mentioned, several teachers immediately think of the "Nakanoshima Longhouse" with many illustrations in the book. They understand the benefits of exposed walls. Otherwise, it would have been quite a hassle for Linlou.

"By what you said, I think I understand now! In certain places, designing with exposed walls can indeed bring about better effects! Sometimes in architectural design, it's not just about addition, but also about the broader prospects of subtraction!"

"Less is more, Mr. Jin truly lives up to being a loyal disciple of Mies van der Rohe. He can relate anything to Mies's architectural principles!" Everyone chuckled, and the matter passed.

Anyway, it's only the initial review stage at the moment. We only need a recommendation from one judge to enter the next round. If Lin insists on this, let him go through the further review stage. As for whether to award this work with first prize during the further review, we'll address that when the time comes!

The screening process will continue, and it is unlikely to encounter high-level contestants like Cao Kai in the future. After all, there are only a few academicians in the field of architecture. If two of them were to participate in the same competition, it would diminish the value of being an academician.

However, during the review, Lin secretly compared the shortlisted works of the second round with his award-winning works from his participation in the competition. He was delighted to find that, apart from the very top few pieces, the overall quality of the shortlisted works in this competition was much stronger than his time.

It seems that the standard and quality of domestic architectural education have been improving since the reopening. I just wonder how much of it is due to my contribution?

They had been busy until it was almost time for dinner. The first round of selection finally ended, and they could temporarily leave. They would come back for the next round of selection when there were enough submissions for review.

Leaving the office, Lin stretched lazily and wondered if his classmate Cao Kai, who had not become the Pirate King, would have a different fate after winning the competition because of him, and achieve greater success than in the original history.

"Xiao Lou, are you free later? If you are, let's go somewhere for a drink." Lost in his thoughts, Xiao Lou was startled when Teacher Song tapped him on the shoulder and spoke.
Chapter 514 Meeting

"On such a cold day, there's nothing better than heading to Donglaishun for hot pot mutton! Eating the warm mutton and drinking a sip of erguotou, oh, you can't even imagine the taste!" The other judges also had the idea to continue their discussion, so they all got into Linlou's car and headed to Donglaishun.

On the road, they were quite envious of Lin's treatment. "The treatment at the Xiangjiang office is really good. They even provide a car, and it's a Crown too. Our principal at the institute only has a Jeep for now!"

Lin Lou smiled and remained silent. This was the deliberate result of his low-key approach. Otherwise, it wouldn't have been a problem to get a better Mercedes or BMW, but that would just bring more trouble.

When they arrived, everyone enjoyed hot pot and drank Er Guo Tou while chatting about some industry matters. They continued drinking until Donglaishun closed, before dispersing. Linlou sent them home one by one, and only returned to the courtyard in the hutong to rest after the last person was picked up by their family.

Lying on the bed, he recalled the experience of Academician Cao Kai. Although Academician Cao was a few years junior to him, he was actually several years older. He responded to the call to go to the countryside for a few years, and after returning to the city, he spent some time reviewing before preparing for the college entrance examination.

He originally wanted to apply to the Maritime College to study navigation. During this period, many young people wanted to go abroad, but there were not many opportunities for studying abroad. He didn't have much confidence in it. After thinking about getting into the Maritime College, he would be able to work as a seafarer after graduation, and then he would be able to travel around the world to see the different customs and cultures of various countries.

He has little life experience, romanticizing the life of a sailor, but parents know that sailing is quite tough. They understand that being at sea for several months affects stability, and thus disagree with it.

Encourage him to pursue a stable profession, find a stable job, join a reputable company after graduation, become a cadre, and then get married and have children. That would be a fulfilling life!

Academician Cao, in the end, despite following his parents' advice, did not completely give up his plan to apply for the Maritime Transportation College. He first applied to the Physics department of Tsinghua University as his first choice and put down the Maritime Transportation College as his last choice. Unfortunately, he didn't perform well on the college entrance examination and made a mistake on a math question. As a result, he wasn't accepted by his first choice, but also didn't have to settle for his last choice. Instead, he got into his second choice, the Architecture Department of Tianjin University.

This math problem cost China a potential physicist and a sea captain, but it led to the rise of an academician in the field of architecture. Perhaps this is a blessing in disguise!

If Academician Cao had not encountered that math problem in the physics department at Tsinghua University, perhaps it wouldn't have been difficult for him to become a qualified physics professor with his ability. However, it would have been hard to say if he could become an academician. It was a twist of fate that led him to the architecture department of Tianjin University, where he unexpectedly discovered his own talent.

At that time, the Department of Architecture at Tianjin University, although not yet comparable to Tsinghua University, was still outstanding. The school then brought back many excellent teachers from other places to teach at Tianjin University, such as teachers Huang Weijun, Nie Lansheng, Qu Haoran, and others, together with original teachers Xu Zhong, Tong Heling, Feng Jiankui, Peng Yigang, forming a strong faculty team, greatly enhancing the teaching strength of Tianjin University.

Upon entering college, I began to systematically study architecture-related knowledge. At that time, there were very few foreign architectural magazines available for students to read, and even if there were, they were generally not made accessible to students.

At that time, there were no photocopiers, so the teachers would use pens to draw many photos and perspectives of foreign buildings and compile them into books. They would then print them as lithographs to show to the students, who would then use small pens and tracing paper to do some drawing work. These experiences allowed Academician Cao to have a very solid foundation in pen drawing.

As Lin Lou mentioned earlier, during this period everyone was exposed to the works of Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, and Louis Kahn.

Academician Cao found these modern buildings to be quite special, very different from the usual buildings he sees around him. This sparked his curiosity, and he began to learn more about the development of the modernist architectural movement. Gradually, he came to understand the role of modernist architects in architectural history and developed a special admiration for their work.

He especially admires Mies van der Rohe and finds Mies' work to be very light and flowing in terms of space. He believes that liberating space is very interesting.

If he only knew how to imitate the works of the masters, Academician Cao could at most become a qualified architect. There is still a big difference between being outstanding. However, a master is a master, after being obsessed with Mies for a period of time, he gradually formed his own style by drawing on the works of several outstanding teachers from the school and other international architectural masters.

After graduating, I joined a design firm and gradually incorporated my own ideas into my work. I continued to exchange ideas with outstanding architects both domestically and internationally, which eventually led to the maturation of my style, forming a unique trend in the domestic architecture industry.

When Linlou entered Tian University in the future, Academician Cao had already achieved great success, becoming a legend in the history of the architectural department at Tian University and an idol in the hearts of his successors.

Now, it's my turn to judge the works of my former idol, which has left Linlou with a complex feeling - a mixture of anxiety, pride, and a hint of joy. If it weren't for crossing into this era, I wouldn't have had this opportunity.

When I was studying architecture at Tianjin University, my classmates were using the deeds of Academician Cao to motivate themselves and push for progress in their studies. Even though Academician Cao did not teach me personally, his deeds and writings have been very helpful to me in the Lin Building. Honestly, I owe a debt of gratitude to him.

Now back in the 1980s, and getting involved with Academician Cao again, maybe it's a good opportunity to repay this future academician, Lin Lou pondered in his heart.

In the following period of time, Lin Lou's work and life were relatively smooth. The progress of the Riga Capital Stadium project in Latvia and the newly acquired German museum project both proceeded in an orderly manner. The Hong Kong Peak Club project and the Uruddi Holy Drum Stadium project were nearing completion, and Lin Lou would definitely attend the ceremonies.

The Hong Kong Mountaintop Club project, although much smaller in scale compared to the Holy Drum Sports Stadium project, due to its unique terrain and unconventional design, presents greater construction difficulties. Despite this, the completion times of the two projects are similar.

As for the construction of the Asian Games venues, the process is still ongoing. Such a large project cannot be decided in a hasty manner, and currently, the national economic conditions are not yet ample. Building and renovating so many venues at once, in addition to constructing the Asian Games village, television broadcast buildings, and other supporting facilities, raises the issue of funding.

The proposals submitted by Lin Lou, Xu Jiaping, Feng Shaoping and others have been discussed in the leadership meeting. Although some issues were raised, after their explanation or modification, they were successfully approved. As long as there are no problems with funding in the future, these venues will definitely be constructed according to their proposals.

It seems that the nationwide donation for the Asian Games will be next year. Linlou also does not want to snatch others' honor, so he only makes financial preparations with Linqiao first, planning to take action when the donation officially starts.

During attending other meetings of the Asian Games Council, Lin Lou also expressed his opinions. For example, Qian Xuesen once proposed the concept of a complex giant system and suggested transplanting some management methods used in the development of China's atomic and hydrogen bombs and satellite program to the organization of the Asian Games.

For example, if you want to learn about computers, first do a good job of file editing, then progress to connecting to the internet, setting up some databases, and expert consulting systems, and using them better to improve your work efficiency.

For example, learning the method of planning network diagrams. This is a method developed in the United States in 1958 for the North Star missile, which is a method of submarine-launched missile carrying nuclear submarines. This method shortened the development period of the North Star missile by two years, achieving significant economic and military benefits.

Nowadays, this method has been adopted domestically, and our military research and some large-scale projects, including the construction of nuclear power plants, have also adopted this method.

It's quite simple when you talk about it. It's just lining up all the tasks, some depicted as circles called "events," and some as arrows called "jobs." They are connected by several lines to form a network, all drawn on a piece of paper.

The network plan has integrity, systematicness, intuitiveness, and dynamics. Moreover, it can be input into the computer, and can be accessed and consulted at any time. In this way, leaders at all levels have a clear understanding of the overall work, and can resolutely carry out the work in accordance with a unified plan. No matter how confused you are, you cannot escape from this "Buddha's palm."

However, in the actual operation process, due to the unfamiliarity of the Asian Games organizing system with computer systems and the lack of proficiency in network diagram technology compared to other engineering personnel, many problems occurred during the Asian Games.

In response to this situation, Lin proposed to organize elite personnel in advance to provide centralized training, teaching them how to use computers and plan network diagram systems.

Nowadays the country is lacking in computers, but for such a big event, there are still quite a few devices available. However, the technical skills of the personnel using the computers are not up to standard, which has hindered their effectiveness.

As for the planning network diagram system, there are many experts in various major engineering fields who are proficient in this technology. Inviting them to come and train the technical staff of the Asian Games is bound to have a good effect.

Lin continued to use the examples of the Los Angeles Olympics and the European Football Championship in France to illustrate the important role of these technologies in major sports events, ultimately persuading the leaders to begin this arrangement ahead of time. In this way, it is estimated that some of the errors that occurred in the original history of this field could be reduced.

After the meeting, Lin went to Europe again. First, he went to Germany with Alphons to submit the initial plan for the museum project to Party A, which was successfully approved, and their second design fee was also deposited as scheduled.

Then, I went to the capital city of Latvia, Riga, to summarize the previous work on the capital airport project and explain the next stage of work. Both parties also had a very harmonious discussion.

After Lin finished his work, he stopped by the construction site of the vacation resort in the Alps to see Li Lanzhou and Chen Zhonghu, who were busy working there. He brought them some cigarettes and alcohol from China. They were good leaders and did not keep the items for themselves, but distributed them to the workers, and everyone had a good time together.

Dr. Li Lan Zhou also gave Linlou some good news. Because they performed very well in this project, the completed portion not only has excellent quality, but also has shortened the construction period significantly compared to the initial estimate. This has greatly satisfied the Latvian side. Several projects are now in contact with them, and they may soon secure a new project.

"Lin, only when we went outside did we realize that the requirements for project quality are much stricter than ours. Every detail must be absolutely flawless! If it weren't for the experience we gained from the Xiangshan Hotel project back then, we wouldn't have been able to handle this project so well!" Li Lan and Chen Zhong expressed their deep gratitude towards Lin Lou.

"Getting started with anything is tough. You already have a certain level of influence now, so as long as you continue to maintain it and complete tasks with high quality, you will have more and more projects in the future. However, when working on projects overseas, it's not just about working hard; you also need to pay attention to other aspects."

"The project is fine, the situation is relatively simple, but if we encounter more complex projects in the future, there will be more problems! I have collected some information on the construction process of Hohdief of Germany and Wanshi Group of France, which we previously bid with. You can take a look. Although we cannot completely copy their methods, there may still be some reference value." After saying that, Lin handed over a file pouch.

"Oh, that's really very thankful! When we go to visit and learn from other construction sites, we also hear about it from them. We just can't figure it out, having this information will be a great help to us!" Li Lan Zhou is not only focused on the things at the construction site, but he is also preparing for future projects in his own way.

His channels are much narrower than Lin's. It is very difficult to collect information in this area, but Lin has the channels of Autodesk and Alfons, so it is relatively easy to collect some routine information.

After returning to the country, the review of the second batch of competition entries began immediately, followed by the final selection. With strong recommendation from Lin, Academician Cao's work not only won the first prize, but also, just as he did in previous years, secured the top spot.

Shortly after the selection results were announced, a simple award ceremony was held. Participants who were far away couldn't come to receive their awards and had to wait for them to be delivered. However, as Tianjin is very close to Beijing, professors from Tianjin University brought Academician Cao and other award-winning participants to the venue.

And Linlou can finally meet the future Academician Cao and the current student Cao.
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If this were in the future, although the architecture design competition for college students is not a very important award, and not many people would pay attention to it, there would still be quite a few media reporters present at the awards ceremony for interviews. But now, when Lin walked around the building, apart from the "Architect" magazine for the main competition, only the Youth Daily sent someone.

All the reporters combined only amount to two or three, and while the cameras were brought along, they haven't been used much. The film at the newspaper office is running low, and it must be saved for more important occasions. Let's just forget about this small scene!

Fortunately, Lin Lou brought his own camera. He first took a picture of Academician Cao receiving the certificate from Teacher Jin. Then, he captured each of the award winners as they went on stage. While there may not have been a second academician among the winners, there will definitely be several up-and-coming forces in the field of architecture in the future.

By that time, if we bring up this past event during an industry meeting or other occasions and then search for the photos, he will probably be very happy, right?

Due to transportation inconvenience, only the winners from schools within Beijing or its surrounding areas were able to attend the awards ceremony. Other awardees had their awards temporarily collected by representatives, and the awards ceremony was not extravagant. The winners had their names announced and went onstage to receive the awards directly, so it didn't take much time. Thus, the award ceremony for this year's college student architecture design competition has come to an end.

However, it's not easy to gather so many outstanding students together. If we just end it with awarding certificates, it would be a waste! So after the award ceremony, the organizing committee also organized a tea party, brought in some tables and chairs, and prepared some melon seeds, peanuts, tea, and water for everyone to sit down and chat.

The focus of the discussion naturally revolves around the award-winning works. First, several judges will give their evaluations of the works, then the winners will explain the inspiration behind their designs. If the winners have any questions, they can also seek advice from the judges.

“Everyone is so polite, then I'll start it off! Let me talk about the first prize winner of this competition, Cao Kai, from Tianjin University. In fact, your piece almost didn't make it through the initial screening! Fortunately, Mr. Lin from Lin Building recognized it!”

"Lin Gong says your work is somewhat similar to that of Mr. Tadao Ando in Japan, both using exposed walls to showcase a raw sense of beauty. To be honest, this design is a bit ahead of its time in China. In the past, there were buildings with exposed walls, but that was due to inadequate construction funds, not a deliberate choice."

"Intentionally designed like this, you are the first one! At first, we were all a bit puzzled, and it wasn't until Lin explained to us for a long time that we understood the wonders of this work, and it didn't lead to any regrets!"

"Next, let me talk about the benefits of Cao Kai's work. The architecture is composed of vertically staggered wall panels and giant grid frames. From the exterior, these two design elements resemble books and bookshelves, which align well with the theme of the library..."

"The design of the exposed wall presents a rough beauty, retaining the original appearance of the building materials, giving people a sense of simple elegance. Combined with the meticulous interior design of the library, these two completely different styles, rough and delicate, are perfectly integrated in one project..."

When it comes to this, Mr. Jin smiled, "When Mr. Lin evaluated this design, he even quoted a line of poetry from the British poet Siegfried Sassoon - 'The heart is a fierce tiger, delicately sniffing the rose', which was just so fitting for describing this kind of design."

When Mr. Jin was explaining, Cao Kai's expression kept changing. At first, when he heard that this proposal was almost rejected in the preliminary review, he couldn't help but show a nervous expression. Even though he had already received the first prize certificate, he didn't know about this matter at the time.

He instinctively looked towards Linlou, thankfully with Lin's help speaking up, otherwise I would definitely not have won this award. Thinking back to when he was in the competition, boasting to his classmates, Cao Kai suddenly felt a bit nervous. If he really got brushed aside, and when the results were announced, his name was not on the list of winners, then he would be too embarrassed to face anyone.

Upon seeing Cao Kai's grateful look, Lin Lou smiled and nodded in acknowledgment. Cao Kai's eyes filled with even more gratitude. Thank goodness Lin was the judge this time, otherwise I would have embarrassed myself.

After Mr. Jin finished speaking, Cao Kai quickly stood up to express his gratitude. Then, some students raised questions about the design, and Cao Kai and several judges helped to answer them.

After a few other teachers, it was Lin Lou's turn to give his comments. "This work is from Zhang Ke, a student from Tongji University in Shanghai. He designed a corner coffee shop. Shanghai has a long history of coffee culture, but Zhang Ke did not indulge in the style of old coffee shops, instead opting for a more modern design."

“The architectural form is simple and bright, full of modern atmosphere, clear design concept, in-depth spatial analysis, distinctive decorative style. However, the abundance of decorative elements in the limited space can appear cumbersome.”

"Overall, it is a good design work with creative design concepts and a certain level of spatial design. It demonstrates great wisdom in a small space and seeks to achieve better display through the variation of internal space in a square and orderly architectural environment. The traffic flow and functional relationships are relatively reasonable."

"It's just that there is some distance from the unique operating atmosphere of the coffee shop. The functional design, construction drawing design, material selection design, and facade design are slightly insufficient, and the furniture design and floor layout should be improved. At the same time, there could be more innovation in the architectural form design." Lin gave an accurate assessment of both the strengths and shortcomings.

When someone asked, he took out paper and pen, quickly outlined Zhang Ke's work framework, made some modifications, and the result was impressive. The students and judges present had to admire it. A high-level architect is indeed different.

Because of this move, Lin Lou also got into a little trouble. After that, when each teacher finished their explanation, there were always students who wanted to see how Lin Lou revised the plan to address the shortcomings pointed out by the teachers.

Lin Lou didn't feel tired at all. The students present were important future talents in the Chinese architecture industry. As long as he could help them improve even a little bit, Lin Lou was happy to do this kind of thing, even if it meant tirelessly modifying sketch after sketch.

The design ideas he presented have opened the eyes of the students in the audience. I never thought it could be done this way. Lin is about the same age as us, but his design concept is much more mature than ours! And it seems like he can grasp all kinds of architectural styles and types. This is really amazing!

"There's even more! Our Tian Da students have always been among the best in the country when it comes to hand drawing, but compared to Lin Gong, it's nothing at all!" Cao Kai noticed more details.

The students of the architecture department at Tianjin University need to copy various foreign architectural drawings. With the guidance of master-level teacher Peng Yigang, who is proficient in architectural drawing, their skills in architectural drawing have always been profound. They take great pride in this skill, but the hand drawings of Lin Building have long surpassed their level.

Regardless of the technique or the concept, they are not comparable. Many methods, it seems that even Teacher Peng Yigang has not quite grasped, which is even more impressive.

"Indeed, I heard from my friend at Tsinghua University that when Lin was still an undergraduate student, he hosted seminars at the school to teach hand-drawing techniques and concepts. Oh, and I heard that Beijing's art academy also invited him to speak! Ah, our school is quite far from Beijing, otherwise I would definitely have gone to Tsinghua to listen to Lin's lectures!"

"When Lin Gong traveled around for field investigations, he also gave lectures at Nanjing Technical Institute, Xi'an Metallurgical and Architectural Institute, and Hunan Institute of Technology. I wonder when it will be our turn?" Cao Kai also felt a tinge of regret. He is currently eagerly looking forward to various new ideas, and Lin has mastered so many techniques and theories; he also wants to learn."

"After the review session, shall we go over and ask? I have compiled several questions here! It's not easy to come to Beijing, it would be a pity to miss the opportunity."

So, as soon as the teatime session ended, Cao Kai and Zhang Yuan ran over to Lin Lou's side. Unfortunately, they weren't the only ones with that idea, and by the time they got there, Lin Lou was already surrounded by a crowd.

Lin Lou doesn't mind the exhaustion, patiently answering their questions. He even leaves his contact information, telling them to communicate with him through letters if they have any good works or questions. Although he is usually busy with work, he still has time to read and answer letters, as well as evaluate works.

"Hello, Teacher Lin, I am Cao Kai from Tianjin University. Thank you very much for appreciating my work." After waiting for a while, it was finally Cao Kai's turn. As soon as he approached, he immediately bowed to express his gratitude.

"No need, no need!" Lin quickly stopped her, "Winning the prize is because your work is good. Good work will never be buried no matter when, even if I didn't see it, Teacher Jin and the others will give you a high score when they see it."

What Lin Lou said sounds nice, but Cao Kai knows very well that architecture is both a science and an art. Science has unified standards, but art does not. Whether his work is good or not depends on different people's perspectives. Didn't you hear what Mr. Jin explained just now? If it weren't for Lin Lou's persistence, he might have missed out on this award.

"Teacher Lin, just now I remembered that I still have a few questions that I didn't ask!" Since the other party didn't mind, Cao Kai also couldn't say anymore and turned to ask questions.

"These questions are not within the scope of undergraduate studies! Being able to pose such questions and produce such work shows that Cao Kai, you have already surpassed the level of ordinary undergraduate students in your understanding of architecture!" Lin Lou praised, "Truly deserving of being a future academician, to have this level of skill during your undergraduate studies!"

After answering the question, Linlou asked, "Cao Kai, what year are you in now? Have you started your internship?"

"I am a junior this year, and in a few months, I will be a senior. Unlike Tsinghua University, our architecture program only requires four years of study. Therefore, as soon as the summer vacation is over, I will go to the company for an internship!" answered Cao Kai.

"Based on your current situation, you could start working right away at the architectural design firm. However, I think it's best for you not to rush into producing work just yet. Instead, you should broaden your horizons, expose yourself to different types, styles, schools, and cultural backgrounds of work as much as possible."

For the average architect, it's definitely beneficial to start practicing and accumulating experience early. However, for future masters like Cao Kai, completing several ordinary works doesn't help him much! It's crucial to take advantage of the fact that his thinking hasn't yet been formed, and to be exposed to different architectural theories and the works of several masters.

"Our great teacher often introduces us to works of various foreign masters, but foreign language materials are too expensive. Our school doesn't have much funding and the teacher's salary is not high either. Even if I want to read, I don't have many opportunities!" Cao Kai's tone was full of regret.

"Tsinghua may be a bit better, but not by much. Nowadays, universities across the country are all facing budget shortages!" Lin thought for a moment and asked, "Have you confirmed your internship placement? If not, would you be interested in interning at my place? I not only teach at Tsinghua, but also work for an architectural firm in Hong Kong."

"I have a lot of foreign language materials over there, and there are also opportunities to work abroad. At that time, you can also go to the site to see the works of masters such as Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, Gropius, Kenzo Tange, Ieoh Ming Pei!"

Lin Lou felt that letting Cao Kai intern at other architectural design firms would not be very helpful to him. It would be better for him to come to his (Lin Lou's) place, read through all the materials he had collected, and then follow him to Europe and Japan to see more masterpieces and chat with those masters. Only then can he continue to improve.

In the past, Cao Kai could only have more contact with this information after work. By that time, his thoughts had gradually taken shape, and it's hard to say just how much help these things really were to him.

And now, he is at the age of greatest learning ability. If he catches up on this course a little earlier, his future achievements will definitely surpass the level he reached in the original history, right?

"Really?" When Cao Kai heard this, he was immediately filled with excitement. It was a dream he had longed for but couldn't realize. "The internship program hasn't been announced yet! If the teachers at school knew I could intern with you, they would definitely agree! I...I'll call them right now!"

"No hurry, no hurry. Such a big matter, don't make a decision lightly. You can come back with me to see the work environment first, and then make a decision!" Lin Lou felt quite emotional. If he had the opportunity to intern at Academician Cao's law firm back then, he would definitely have been more excited than he is now.

I didn't expect that after being reborn, the situation would be reversed, and I would be thrilled to have Academician Cao come to intern with me.
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"Xiao Cao is quite talented, you will definitely improve a lot by following him!" Other teachers were also pleased to see this scene. They were willing to serve as judges for the university architecture design competition in order to help the country discover more talent. Now that Cao Kai has caught the attention of Lin Lou, his future development is bound to be smoother, right?

The other award-winning students could only envy. Of course, they know what projects the firm where Lin works on has. Whether it is the museums in Germany or the capital airport in Latvia, these are projects that other domestic architectural design firms have no chance to try. Who wouldn't want to participate?

I won't say how much can be learned through such a project. Just taking the opportunity to go on a business trip and visit the site in Europe is something many people long for! Not to mention the 1980s, even in the future before Linlou crosses over, that girl would receive countless likes on social media for traveling around Europe, wouldn't she?

But Lin Lou did not invite them, so they naturally didn't feel comfortable recommending themselves. If they just walked up directly, and ended up being told that their foundation is not solid enough and they should go back and study for a few more years, it would be really embarrassing!

"Thank you, Teacher Lin, thank you, Teacher Lin!" Cao Kai was so excited, repeatedly expressing gratitude. This award ceremony was worth attending. It wasn't in vain that he came all the way from Tianjin. If he hadn't come to the scene himself, he wouldn't have such a great opportunity.

"Teacher Lin, we at Tianjin University fully support students interning at high-level organizations. Although Xiao Cao's internship plan for this year has not been arranged yet, if you can offer him this opportunity, the school will definitely support it. After returning, I will inform the other teachers in the department not to include Xiao Cao in the internship list!" The accompanying Tianjin University teacher was eager to finalize this matter as soon as possible.

If you let Cao Kai follow the school's arrangement, it is very likely that he will be assigned to intern at the Tianjin Municipal Court or other architectural design units in the city. These units may be considered good in Tianjin, but compared to Linlou, it's not even comparable.

What kind of projects does the Tianjin Municipal Institute of Architecture usually undertake? That is, it mainly involves the design work of some conventional buildings in the city. If the difficulty level is slightly higher, they can only seek help from outside. However, at Linlou, they can participate in projects such as the European national capital airport and the Beijing Asian Games venues. The teacher naturally understands the difference between them.

He also hopes that the students nurtured by his own school can develop better in the future. When Caokai succeeds in the future, he can also boost the reputation of the architecture department of Tianjin University, right?

When he returned, Lin Lou also took Cao Kai with him, and the Tian Da teacher accompanied them. Zhang Yuan also followed. Although Lin Lou did not let him come to intern on this side, even if he couldn't come like Cao Kai, we can still get some benefits by coming over and see what Lin Lou's firm looks like. We can brag about it when we go back, right?

Once inside the courtyard, Lin Lou introduced everyone, saying, "This is Teacher Pang from the Department of Architecture at Tianjin University. And these two are Cao Kai and Zhang Yuan, both students from the Department of Architecture at Tianjin University. Cao won the first prize in this year's university architectural design competition, and Zhang won the second prize. And this is Teacher Li from Tsinghua University..."

"Hello, teacher Pang, hello!"

"Hello, Teacher Li. The landscape design you did for the Asian Games venues was specifically discussed in several of our landscape classes. After exchanging greetings, Lin took them inside for a tour and then they all went to the tea room to chat while waiting for the hot pot to be ready."

"Oh, Mr. Lin, your architectural firm is much stronger than our school's design institute!" Mr. Pang sighed. Mr. Lin is also a teacher at Tsinghua University, and is most appropriately addressed as "teacher" in the education circle, while people in the architecture industry would call him Mr. Lin.

"Leaving aside other things, just looking at the computer, copier, and printer, they are all imported high-quality goods! Our school has been craving for them for a long time but we don't have the money to buy them!" These hardware facilities made him envious. Although Autodesk's CAD software has slowly spread in China, because it requires a computer, most places still rely on traditional manual drawing.

"There are so many foreign language materials here!" Zhang Yuan was even more envious of this point, especially the several thick copperplate paper picture albums he had just seen, which recorded the classic works of many masters. It displayed these classic projects to readers by breaking them down from the overall picture to the detailed picture. Such material is truly precious to students in their architecture department.

Teacher Pang also saw it. He originally wanted to ask where the book could be purchased, and planned to ask Lin to help buy a few copies and place them in the reading room of the Department of Architecture at Tianjin University for teachers and students to borrow. However, when he saw the price tag, he immediately stopped talking. Several hundred dollars for a book? Who can afford that?

He roughly calculated that just the foreign language books on this bookshelf alone would amount to tens of thousands of dollars. And when combined with those on the adjacent bookshelf, the value of this reading room alone would exceed that of the library, labs, and drawing room of the entire Department of Architecture at Tianjin University. And this doesn't even include other places.

With so much information to read, even if I only translate these foreign materials into Chinese, I can still become a leading figure in the domestic architecture industry, right? Professor Pang must be quite envious.

"Xiao Cao, I just called the school a moment ago, and all the teachers at the school asked me to remind you to study and work hard in Mr. Lin's class. You mustn't miss this great opportunity!" Teacher Pang said to Cao Kai, sighing inwardly, "If only I were a few years younger, I might have to shamelessly ask Mr. Lin to take me in as well!"

"Teacher Lin, some teachers at our school have mentioned that Cao Kai has a solid foundation and performs exceptionally well in his studies. There's no need to wait until his senior year to start his internship. He can stay with you now and just go back for exams at the end of the semester!" Tian Da is also worried about potential unexpected changes in the future, so they decided to just leave Cao Kai here."

"That works too! Anyway, there's a place to sleep upstairs!" Lin naturally wouldn't refuse. Through Cao Kai's entry for the competition and their previous communications, he could tell the current level of this future academician. He had already mastered the knowledge from his undergraduate studies, so staying at the university wouldn't be of much use. It's better to come over now!"

"Thank you Teacher Lin, I will definitely study hard and work well!" Cao Kaile was so excited that he didn't even want to leave the reading room just now. He originally thought that he wouldn't be able to come here until the final exam was over, but he didn't expect that he wouldn't need to go back to school directly.

After eating, Cao Kai stayed behind. In theory, he should have prepared some bedding, but now his mind was filled with those exquisite picture books in the reading room. How could he care about that!

It's good that when Xu Wenbiao and Liang Zhitian come to Beijing for a meeting, they will stay here, so everything is readily available and there's no need for extra preparation.

Cao Kai spent the whole night reading, and his eyes were a little red in the morning. Linlou didn't know what to say when he saw him. It's good to love learning, but you also need to take care of your own health! But then he thought, without this kind of spirit, he probably couldn't become an academician in the future.

"Teacher Lin, what work can you arrange for me?" Cao Kai was quite sensible. Although he really wanted to continue reading those books, he knew that Teacher Lin called him over for an internship, not for reading. So as soon as Teacher Lin arrived at the Siheyuan for work, he hurried over to ask.

"I recently need to help Member Wu write a monograph, so I need you to gather materials for me! According to the outline, go through books and excerpt useful content when you find it!" Ah, since you want to read, then I'll assign you the task of reading! During work hours, you will be on duty from 9 am to 12 pm in the morning, and then from 2 pm to 6 pm in the afternoon. The rest of the time is up to you!"

"You can continue to gather information, read books on your own, or go to other teachers to see how they do their projects. Lin Lou did not want to limit his development space and gave him considerable freedom."

"Alright, no problem, I'll start working on it right away!" This job suited Cao Kai's preferences, so he quickly agreed and took the outline of "General Architecture" from Lin Lou's hand, preparing to study it carefully when he gets back.

"Wait a moment, I haven't finished talking yet. After lunch, go back and take a nap! It's good to love reading, but don't ruin your health! If I don't say it, he'll probably continue reading at noon, 'You still have more than a year here, there will be plenty of time for you to read.'"

By the time noon came, after finishing lunch, Linlou sent Cao Kai back to his room and didn't allow him to take the books with him. Only then did he take a brief nap.

After becoming familiar with the job, Cao Kai also planned out his work at the Lin Building. He first spent his free time after work practicing typing, and during the day he followed the requirements of the Lin Building to extract useful content, type it into the computer, and create documents for the Lin Building to use.

After work, if other teachers are still working, he will take the initiative to go over and ask if there is anything he can help with, then he helps those teachers to draw pictures and organize materials.

If he encounters a group meeting for discussion, and he becomes the person responsible for recording the meeting, he will carefully record the discussion process, and then ponder why people like Lin Lou, Li Qingxi, and Feng Shaoping said what they said, pondering their thought processes, in order to deepen his understanding of architectural design.

If everyone were to come back early, Cao Kai would help tidy up the room, then find a book to bring back to his room and read it carefully, taking meticulous notes, excerpting useful content from the book. If he encountered excellent architectural drawings, he would also use the hand-drawn techniques he was best at to manually replicate these drawings with a pen.

There is a photocopier in the office, and Lin also greeted him and told him he could use these devices freely. However, Cao Kai still felt that writing the content by hand and redrawing the architectural drawings would have a better effect.

He doesn't just absorb the information, but also forms his own opinions on the content of the book. Every night before bed, he goes over his questions and the next day, he discusses them with Lin Lou when he arrives.

This made Linlou even more admiring. With such vitality and spirit, and such an efficient learning method, one could achieve outstanding results in any line of work!

So whenever he asks a question, Linlou will give a serious answer. Caokai doesn't always completely accept his answers, occasionally refuting or questioning them. Linlou not only doesn't get angry about this, but admires it even more. Only by absorbing the achievements of others can one become a master. It is by building on the foundation of the predecessors and making improvements that one can become a new generation master.

That day, Linlou and he finished their discussion, and after some thought, he said, "Just by looking at the words and patterns, we can't fully understand the essence of the master's work. In a while, I have to go on a business trip to Europe, and you should come with me! We can go to France to see Le Corbusier's Notre-Dame du Haut and Mr. I.M. Pei's Louvre Pyramid, and to Germany to see Walter Gropius's Bauhaus architecture and Mies van der Rohe's Villa Tugendhat. Only then can we have a deeper understanding."

So quickly able to go abroad? Cao Kai felt a moment of daze. If his classmates at Tian University knew about this, they would definitely be envious, wouldn't they?

Arrange administrative staff to help Cao Kai handle the procedures for going abroad. Just as the procedures were being completed, Lin Lou received a phone call from Xu Wenbiao, "Mr. Lin, Mr. Fu from the Mountain Top Club project just called and said that the club's opening ceremony will be held next weekend. He hopes you can attend and participate in this grand event!"

"Next weekend? That just happens to be perfect," Lin thought about his recent schedule. "I have just made plans with Alphons to go to Germany next Monday, so I'll attend the ceremony in Hong Kong over the weekend and then head directly to Europe!"

"By the way, could you help me find out what Mr. Fu likes? We can't just show up empty-handed, can we? We should at least prepare some gifts!" When we attended the opening ceremony of the Linzhou University library, we brought some foreign language books. This time, we have to consider the host's preferences and what other guests might be giving as well."

"I've already made inquiries and there's no need for you to worry at all. I have prepared the gift that Mr. Fu likes, so you can just come over when the time comes!" Xu Wenbiao is still very reliable in handling things.

A week later, Lin Lou, together with Li Qingxi and Xu Jiaping, went to the airport to attend the opening ceremony. Cao Kai also had the opportunity to travel abroad for the first time, as he would follow Lin Lou to Hong Kong first and then go to Europe to appreciate the works of those masters.

There's no need to stay in a hotel when you come to Hong Kong now. Linlou took the opportunity to buy several villas in Hong Kong when the real estate market was in a slump and many millionaires were emigrating, so you can just stay here directly.

Rest for a night, and the next day everyone together heads to the mountaintop club, preparing to participate in the ceremony.
Chapter 517 Dragon Brother is Really Going to Shoot

The car slowly moved along the winding mountain road. As they reached the highest point, a gleaming glass building appeared in front of them. Cao Kai stared at the scene without blinking, completely shocked. Although he had seen the design and renderings of the mountain-top club in the firm's database, they were far from the real impact of the actual building.

Are there still buildings like this? This was the only thought left in Cao Kai's mind. He had seen many classic buildings in Beijing, but most of them were more conventional, nothing as imaginative as a mountain top club.

The circular glass ball hangs halfway in the air, and steel columns support the elevated walkway in the mountains and forests. Several early guests have started to tread carefully on the walkway, experiencing the feeling of walking in the clouds. However, considering their age, most of them are quite young. The older ones cannot handle this excitement.

"Teacher Lin, can I take photos here?" Cao Kai asked, holding the camera in his hand. Since arriving at Lin's building, he had learned a lot of things, and photography was one of them. Before leaving, Lin lent his camera to Cao so that he could take more visual images of the classic buildings during his visit.

"It should be possible, but don't take pictures indiscriminately. Some guests aren't keen on being filmed. I'll find someone to accompany you for the photos later, so you won't get mistaken for a reporter and kicked out! Linlou is very clear about the taboos at such high-end gatherings. Taking photos of buildings may not be a big deal, but it wouldn't be appropriate if people appear in the shots."

"Welcome, may I see your invitation?" As they arrived at the entrance of the club, the valet quickly approached to open the door for them and requested to verify their invitation. Only guests with invitations are allowed to enter the party today.

Xu Wenbiao presented the invitation, and the guests quickly greeted him, "So it's Mr. Lin. Let me take you in! Mr. Fu has been talking about you for days!" After speaking, he led the crowd inside, and as for the car, the parking attendant parked it in the appropriate place.

Liang Zhitian entered the room with a proud smile on his face because he had helped Lin Lou complete the interior decoration of the mountain top club. The simple style was different from the current extravagant style in Hong Kong, and it stood out from other clubs with its noble and understated luxury.

Cao Kai's eyes were not enough, and these designs were also something he had never encountered before. After pondering for a long time, he hesitantly asked, "Teacher Lin, I feel that this design has some Alvar Aalto style."

Nordic interior decoration has always been known for its simplicity, and many of Alvar Aalto's works are like this. It is possible that Cao Kai got this idea after seeing the photos brought back from the Nordic region by Lin Lou.

"It's still quite different. Although they are all in a minimalist style, Mr. Alto's works mostly use wood and copper ornaments, while the decoration here is mainly based on materials such as glass, acrylic, and metal. Moreover, in terms of overall style, it is still mainly based on Eastern aesthetics and modernized traditional Chinese elements..." Lin Lou explained in detail.

The interior decoration of this club refers to the essence of Lingnan architectural culture, combined with the cultural changes in architecture since the opening of the Port of Hong Kong, based on the diverse culture formed by the flourishing trade in Hong Kong, echoing the macro view of international business and travel; at the same time, it adopts modern and stylish space layout to provide business travelers with a leisurely place to stay.

The overall color scheme of this club is based on brown, black, and gold, complemented by carefully arranged artworks, dramatic lighting effects, and streamlined furniture, creating a modern space filled with infinite zen. The space tells a historical story witnessing the changes of the times.

Looking through the glass curtain walls in front, overlooking the vibrant city of Hong Kong, it's easy to feel like the prosperity of Hong Kong is within grasp, which aligns well with the mindset of the local tycoons.

After the refinement of this project, Liang Zhitian's exploration of the new Chinese-style decoration has matured a bit more. Linlou seems to feel that his current works are much deeper than those of the same period in history. Perhaps soon, he will be able to stand on his own!

"Haha, Mr. Lin, welcome welcome! I'm really sorry, I was just chatting with Duke Huo and didn't have time to greet you at the door. I hope you don't mind!" As he spoke, the host, Mr. Fu, had already come out, his face filled with uncontrollable excitement and pride.

This club also brought him good luck. When he was planning to build the Peak Club, his career was thriving. Unfortunately, the Hong Kong property market crashed soon after, and he was on the brink of bankruptcy. At this critical moment, Lin's proposal won the championship in the design competition for the Peak Club building, which turned the situation around suddenly.

The combination of the architectural style of treasure beads and Lion Mountain immediately caught the attention of the Feng Shui believers in Hong Kong. Many people wanted to take over this project from him. Mr. Fu made a decisive decision and used the stake of the mountain top club as bait to move among many wealthy individuals, obtaining valuable funds to get through this difficult period.

Over the past few years, he has managed to maintain the development of several properties with very limited funds, and even in the most difficult circumstances, he has not stopped the construction of the clubhouse on the hilltop.

This year, there has finally been a turning point as the real estate market in Hong Kong has started to pick up. The completion of the Mountain Top Club project has also been successful. Mr. Fu saw this grand opening celebration as a great opportunity to turn the situation around. He extended invitations to wealthy businessmen across Hong Kong and also sent out invitations to major media outlets.

He hopes to convey confidence to the people of Hong Kong in this way, that is, although he encountered some minor problems in recent years, he, Mr. Fu, still has strong financial strength and influence, so you can confidently come to purchase my properties.

At the end of the day, real estate and the stock market are similar. As long as customers have confidence in your project, everything will be fine. Even if there is not enough capital, you can raise enough funds for development through the sale of off-plan properties. But if there is no confidence, not only will off-plan properties not be sold, but previous customers who have paid may also demand refunds, then there will be no way out.

Mr. Fu is very confident that when all major newspapers in Hong Kong start reporting on the opening event of the Hilltop Club tomorrow, those Hong Kong property buyers will definitely line up to snap up the property.

He has made arrangements. Once the news coverage unfolds, various advertorials will continuously appear in the major media outlets in Hong Kong, providing sustained bombardment. Financial analysts will conduct in-depth analysis of the opening of the Summit Club, boasting about Mr. Fu's good relationship with the wealthy in Hong Kong and telling readers that there will definitely be no shortage of funds for his property.

The Feng Shui master praised the excellent Feng Shui of the mountain top club and the benefits it would bring to Mr. Fu, telling the people of Hong Kong that he was about to soar to success. As long as they purchased properties under his name, they would also share in the good fortune, with no problems in terms of promotion, pay raise, or marrying a wealthy and beautiful spouse!

Under this continuous bombardment, it's hard to believe that buyers in Hong Kong won't be moved! Mr. Fu is now not considering how to sell the house, but rather how to raise the price according to customer feedback, in order to make a more substantial profit for himself as quickly as possible!

According to the feedback from the marketing department, since the news of the completion of the Summit Club was released, there have been many more customers coming to inquire at the sales office every day. The number of customers currently accumulated can already absorb all of his properties. After tomorrow, there will definitely be even more customers coming.

Once he has more potential buyers than houses to offer, he doesn't have to worry about not being able to sell even if he raises the prices! He has already planned that, as soon as the first wave of funds is recouped, he will immediately buy new land and continue developing new projects while the market is hot. It's even possible that as soon as he acquires the land, customers will come requesting to buy.

And all these changes come from the design of Lin Lou, so Mr. Fu couldn't help but feel grateful after seeing Lin Lou! Moreover, he also subtly learned through some channels that Lin Lou seems to be more than just a simple architect. Have you seen how much respect the senior client manager of Standard Chartered Bank, Situ Baoyun, has for him? This is obviously not the treatment that an ordinary architect would receive.

From another perspective, even if he is just an architect, he is the kind who can charge design fees in the tens of millions of dollars. Tens of millions of dollars is not something Mr. Fu can come up with, so he is unusually polite upon meeting Mr. Lin.

"Mr. Fu is too polite!" Lin Lou exchanged some pleasantries with Mr. Fu, then followed him into the lounge. He was too busy today, apologized to Lin Lou after a few words, and then went to greet new VIPs.

After he left, Lin Lou waved to a waiter and asked him to accompany Cao Kai to take photos. He then chatted with Young Master Huo. According to what he had heard, the Huo family had acquired a portion of shares in the mountaintop club. Young Master Huo was acting as the host today, but he usually keeps a low profile and doesn't steal the limelight from Mr. Fu.

"Xiaolou, your design is truly beautiful, especially this observation deck. It's hard not to feel passionate while drinking tea here and taking in the scenery," said Master Huo, holding a tea cup and gazing at the view below with emotion.

"The shopping mall is constantly filled with uncertainty, with legends of overnight wealth and sudden downfall playing out at all times. This is why merchants have a greater spirit of adventure than the average person, and this sense of superiority can inspire their adventurous spirit, leading them to make sharper decisions!" Lin Lou said with a smile, which is actually similar to how company bosses like to arrange their offices at the top of the building.

"By the way, I recently received some news that there seems to be some issues with the funding for the Asian Games? Will those venues be able to be completed on schedule?" After chatting about the mountain top club for a while, Prince Hod asked about the Asian Games. He is also a senior figure in the Olympic Council of Asia, and his family has always had close ties with Beijing, so the information is very well-informed.

"There is indeed a certain funding gap, but the sub-committee is working on finding a solution. This is the first time China is hosting a large-scale comprehensive sports event, no matter how many difficulties we encounter, they will ultimately be resolved!" Lin Lou did not mention the issue of donating money, so let's wait for instructions from higher authorities on this broader matter!

Or he could propose the plan at an internal meeting of the sub-committee, but it would not be appropriate for him to request a donation from Prince Huo as a senior advisor to the sub-committee without a decision being made by the sub-committee!

"Well, I also have confidence in our motherland. If there is anything we can help with, feel free to ask, Xiaolou. Both my father and I hope to contribute a helping hand for the Asian Games!" earnestly said the young Duke Huo.

"Definitely, definitely. In fact, by being willing to engage in a BOT collaboration to provide funding for the hotel, you have already helped us a lot!" Mr. Lin said politely.

The Huo family holds a very unique position in Hong Kong. If the young master of the Huo family appears at such an occasion, there will definitely be many people coming to greet him. After chatting for a few moments, the two went their separate ways. The young master of the Huo family was at ease chatting and laughing with his peers from other wealthy families, while Lin Lou wouldn't be bored either. He has more than just the Peak Club project in Hong Kong!

There are also many wealthy people who have hired him to design villas, office buildings and other projects. Naturally, it is necessary to discuss the projects when meeting here. Similarly, some people were impressed by the beautiful mountain top club and began to consider inviting him to do the design. In no time, there were also many people around Lin Lou.

Lin Lou, Xu Wenbiao, Liang Zhitian, and others were introducing their own situations to these interested clients, and they scheduled a time for further communication with them.

After dealing with the people, Sir Sito Baoyun from Standard Chartered Bank came over again, "Mr. Lin, long time no see!" Taking the opportunity of shaking hands, Sito Baoyun whispered in his ear, "The financial report of Autotech Company last year is really tempting. Your fortune has increased a lot. Even in today's situation, your assets are among the top!"

Lin Lou smiled. Standard Chartered Bank must be feeling envious and wanting to get involved as well. However, he has no intention of transferring shares in the near future, so he did not respond to Situ Baoyun's words.

Situ Baoyun, as a senior client manager at Standard Chartered Bank, is definitely entertaining more than just Linlou today. So if he doesn't engage in conversation, he will have to attend to other clients first.

Lin Lou took the opportunity to slip out. There were too many people inside, so it was better to hide and find some peace on the outside suspended walkway. Once outside, with the mountain breeze blowing, walking on the walkway, his mind cleared up a lot.

After rounding a bend, Lin Lou saw a man with a big nose and a fat man pointing at the walkway, saying, "Senior brother, this place is really exciting. Let's take some shots of fighting and climbing on the walkway. The audience will definitely go crazy!"
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Whether in Hong Kong or in the United States, these lively high-end business gatherings always attract some celebrities. Today, a good number of them have shown up, and the two that Lin Lou is currently seeing are the hottest stars in Hong Kong right now.

The one with the iconic big nose is the Chinese Kung Fu superstar Brother Dragon. The chubby one referred to as his senior brother is Sammo Hung, the leader of the Lucky Seven.

These two last year in Hong Kong can be said to have swept the competition. In last year's top ten of the Hong Kong box office rankings, the first place was "The Lucky Stars" directed by Sammo Hung, starring Sammo Hung, Jackie Chan, and Yuen Biao, with a total box office of 30.749 million.

"After Happy Together" achieved success, following the prevailing trend in Hong Kong at the time, they began work on a sequel in a short period of time, resulting in "Summer Happy Together." This kung fu comedy film was also a great success, earning a total box office of 28.91 million, ranking second on last year's Hong Kong total box office list.

The two brothers can collaborate or direct films independently. Jackie Chan's self-directed "Police Story," in which he also starred, along with the leading actresses Lin Qingxia and Maggie Cheung, and the strong supporting actor Brigitte Lin, earned 26.627 million at the box office, ranking third in the box office chart.

The fourth is Leslie Cheung and Lee Lichun's "Merry Christmas", and the fifth is another work by Hong Jinbao. He directed "Owl and Little Elephant" with Lin Zhenying, starring Hong Jinbao, Lin Zixiang, and Ye Dexian, with a total box office of 21.313 million.

Then the two brothers collaborated again in "Dragon Heart." Due to the influence of "Just Heroes," Hung Kam-Bo directed this melodramatic film. The two brothers, no longer playful, showcased excellent acting skills and still gained recognition from Hong Kong audiences, earning the sixth highest total box office revenue of 20.33 million.

If not for Leslie Cheung, these two brothers could have taken up the top five spots on last year's Hong Kong total box office list. The total box office of several films combined is calculated in billions, and the brothers are indeed unmatched for a while.

In "Police Story," Jackie Chan contributed many death-defying stunts, which further popularized his daredevil spirit and won over fans worldwide.

After witnessing the success of "Police Story," the two brothers are no longer satisfied with continuing their previous kung fu comedy routine. They have developed a strong interest in intense stunts and action, but such actions require specific locations that regular buildings can no longer satisfy their needs.

Today, accepting Mr. Fu's invitation, we arrived at the mountaintop club. As soon as we saw the mountaintop club hanging over the cliff and the hanging walkway over the jungle, my two brothers were immediately drawn in. They were so absorbed that they didn't care about networking with those wealthy people or the many beautiful female celebrities inside, and instead went straight outside to contemplate new actions.

They stood on the trail, gesticulating excitedly as if discussing how to make use of the unique terrain to create thrilling stunts that would give the audience goosebumps.

"Senior brother, can we do it this way?" Big-nosed Jackie Chan gestured, "You throw a roundhouse kick, and because the path is narrow, in order to avoid your kick, I will have to jump and land outside the path, with my body hanging in mid-air, only holding onto the railing with both hands! Then, you can attempt to aggressively strike my hands to make me let go and fall!"

These two senior brothers have studied together in the Peking Opera School of China with their master, Zhan Yuan. They have practiced martial arts together since childhood and have grown up together, reaching a level of understanding that is almost telepathic. When Jackie Chan just starts to initiate a move, Sammo Hung knows exactly what he is going to do, and seamlessly follows Jackie's lead.

"Then, in order to avoid my attacks, you kept releasing and grabbing the handrail with both hands, rolling your body outside the walkway, giving the impression that you could fall off at any moment, but always managing to escape danger. As a result, the audience's hearts were always in suspense."

Hong Jinbao said as he pounded on the railing with two fists, simulating the action of Jackie Chan's hands beating the rhythm. Jackie Chan alternately loosened and grabbed onto the railing with both hands, leaning his body against the railing and rolling back and forth, simulating the scene of rolling outside and grabbing the railing.

"The other martial arts teams wouldn't be able to pull off such moves, only we dare to do it! When it's filmed, the audience will definitely go crazy!" In his mind, Sammo Hung imagined the scene they had just rehearsed, and excitedly pointed outside the stage, "This place is much more thrilling than when you jumped off the mall's hanging lights in 'Police Story'!"

In "Police Story", Jackie Chan contributed a series of classic scenes that caused an adrenaline rush. He played the role of Inspector Chan Ka Kui, who, in order to catch a criminal, jumps from the top floor of a shopping mall holding onto a chandelier that spans seven floors. As he descends, the chandelier shatters with a loud crash, creating sparks and flying glass, leaving viewers on the edge of their seats.

The pole is wrapped with small colorful lights, all powered by electricity. The DC lights will be dim and the effect is not good. What is used is AC power. There are glass windows on the second floor, very easy to cut the artery. When they came up with this action, everyone in the crew was scared. If they were not careful, it could cost a life!

It is said that Jackie Chan didn't dare to jump even after filming other scenes the whole day. The film crew were about to wrap up as the building was rented and had to resume business the next day. If this scene was not filmed, it would be scrapped. Jackie Chan finally gritted his teeth and jumped. After landing, Brigitte Lin and Maggie Cheung were so scared that they came over and hugged him, crying.

The next day, the mall management was dumbfounded when they came over to take a look. I kindly lent you a place to shoot a movie, and this is what you've done to me? My mall has almost been demolished by you! In the end, I had to spend over a million to compensate for the mall's losses.

For this set of shots, Jackie Chan almost became paralyzed due to the displacement of his spine and pelvis bones. Four members of his stunt team were also seriously injured and hospitalized, while other stuntmen were directly devastated. How can we live with such life-threatening filming?

Such a daring performance has brought them substantial rewards. Not only did the box office performance rank third for the entire year, but they also won the Golden Horse Awards for Best Film and Best Director. If there were a Best Action Director category now, this award would definitely be a contender as well.

Although he was injured, Jackie Chan did not develop a fear of dangerous stunts. Instead, he became even more addicted to them. Upon seeing such a great location today, how could he resist? Many thrilling scenes immediately came to mind.

Hung Kam-bo is also daring. Instead of stopping, he even encouraged Jackie Chan in this situation, "Just using two hands is not thrilling enough. After a few hits, let me injure one of your hands so that you can only use one to hang on. You then pull up with one hand as if doing a pull-up, dodging my attacks, and then grab the railing with one hand again."

Wow, don't even mention shooting, just hearing about it makes my heart tremble. Although there may be some criticisms of Brother Long in some areas, there is no denying his professionalism and patriotic dedication. Linlou is truly impressed by this conversation. Even with such a solid background, he is still going all out like a newcomer, even more daring than them.

Compared to the young idols in later generations who can become trending by acting with small injuries, the difference is just overwhelming! Lin Lou was a little impulsive for a moment, so he went up and greeted, "Mr. Hong, Mr. Cheng, it seems like both of you are very interested in this place!"

"Oh, our senior brothers are rough men, they always like to practice martial arts no matter where they go!" Sammo Hung and Jackie Chan looked at Lin Lou, who is this, seems unfamiliar, right?

However, the person who can appear here today is either rich or noble. They have a bad temper on set, but they are still very understanding of human affairs outside. So, they politely asked, "I'm sorry, I really didn't recognize you, may I ask who you are?"

"I don't usually come to Hong Kong, so it's normal that you two didn't recognize me. But I've seen almost all of your movies! Oh dear, I feel embarrassed. I watched them on pirated DVDs back then. Next time I come to Hong Kong and your movies are showing, I'll make sure to buy some movie tickets to support you!"

"Let me introduce myself. I am Lin Lou, an architect, and I designed this mountaintop club!" Lin Lou extended his hand.

"It turns out to be Mr. Lin! I've heard so much about you!" Whether they have heard of him or not, saying this will surely please the other person. The two senior brothers quickly shook hands with Mr. Lin.

Jackie Chan, with his large nose, asked excitedly, "Mr. Lin, what were you thinking when you initially built this club? The club and these trails are perfect for filming movies! Can we rent them for a few days in the future?"

"Thank you for the compliments, thank you for the compliments! It's my honor that my work caught the attention of both of you. However, this club is not mine. If you want to rent it, you will need Mr. Fu's consent!" Lin Lou said with a smile. "But I can introduce you to Mr. Fu, I believe he will not refuse!"

Mr. Fu built this mountaintop club for the sake of fame and making money, didn't he? Now there's a chance for it to appear in the hot movie in Hong Kong, which is also a great thing for him. He has no reason to refuse.

"Mr. Fu is still busy serving guests. It may take a while before he's available. Come, let me take you both for a tour and see which place is suitable for filming!" And then Linlou took them around for a visit.

There are many places in this club that can be used to shoot thrilling scenes. The two brothers get excited and discuss action routines wherever they go. Sometimes, they get so into it that they don't even care that they are still in their formal attire, and start demonstrating the moves right away.

Every time it reaches this time, Lin always quickly avoids it. I can't stand their punches and kicks. If I get hit, I think I'll have to go to the hospital.

He is not just watching. Occasionally, when he sees certain actions, it reminds Linlou of classic scenes he saw in action movies in Hong Kong and Hollywood. So he tells them about these actions, and Hung Kam-bo and Jackie Chan act them out according to his descriptions. They all feel great.

"Mr. Lin, have you also practiced like Jet Li? If these action scenes were put on the big screen, they would be absolutely outstanding!" They were both very surprised, thinking of Mr. Lin as a kung fu master from the mainland, just like Jet Li.

"No, no, I don't even know where the inspiration comes from. Maybe it's because I've been watching too many movies lately!" Linlou waved his hand repeatedly, "I can't agree to this, otherwise what if you two want to challenge me?"

As for these actions, they are all classic works that have stood the test of time. Many of them are even the pinnacle of Jackie Chan's stunt skills. How could they not be good?

They took a tour inside and out, and the brothers almost pieced the script together in their minds! Nowadays, when filming in Hong Kong, they don't wait until the script is fully ready to start shooting. As long as they have a couple of scenes or a good idea, they can start shooting directly and continually improve the story during the filming process.

With the action scenes they just simulated, Jackie Chan is confident that regardless of the script, these actions alone are worth 20 million at the box office! Let's start preparing the sequel to "Police Story" with these actions as the core. As for the detailed plot, we'll leave it to the dedicated screenwriter in the team to take care of it!

Anyway, action movies all follow the same routine, punishing evil and promoting good, saving the beauty in distress, fighting against crime, it's not difficult to put these action scenes together, as long as they are inserted in appropriate places.

When they returned to the club, the opening ceremony was about to start. Everyone went back to their positions and watched Mr. Fu performing on stage, applauding and cheering along with the others from time to time.

The ceremony ended, and several celebrities took the stage to perform and liven up the atmosphere. Jackie Chan even sang a song and received a lot of applause. Others walked around holding their wine glasses, seizing the rare opportunity to socialize.

When Mr. Fu had some free time, Lin Lou brought Hong Jinbao and Cheng Long over. "Mr. Fu, I met Bao Ge and Long Ge outside just now. They are very interested in your club!"

"Oh? No problem, feel free to come by often. I'll give you two VIP cards. Just give us a call to make a reservation whenever you want to come!" Mr. Fu thought it was something else.

"Thank you, Mr. Fu." The two of them took the card. Lin glanced at it and saw that his level was not as high as theirs. Although the actor had a good reputation in Hong Kong, there was still a significant gap between his status and the position of these prominent families.

“Bao and Long want to borrow your place to shoot a movie. Long said that this place is very suitable for filming action movies like 'Police Story'!” Linlou conveyed their request.

Mr. Fu immediately thought of the mall where "Police Story" was shot. At that time, although they were messed with by Jackie Chan and the others, the mall had to close for repairs for a few days.

However, after the release of "Police Story", many fans went to the scene to see the chandelier that Jackie Chan jumped over in the movie, which also boosted the sales of the shopping mall.

Businessmen are most concerned about profit. Mr. Fu immediately agreed when he saw a successful business case, saying, "No problem, just let me know the time for the shoot in advance!"
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Jackie Chan himself would probably need to go through several channels to meet Mr. Fu if he wants to rent a place. With Linlou's help now, it's just a matter of one sentence. Once the intention is confirmed, the remaining rent and lease period are just minor details. It will be enough to let the subordinates handle the negotiation when the time comes.

After getting down, the two senior brothers were very grateful to Lin Lou, and they pulled him to drink several glasses. Seeing the camera in Cao Kai's hand, they also took several photos with Lin Lou and others.

"Xiao Lou, I searched for you for a long time and couldn't find you. It turns out you're here hiding and drinking with Jin Bao and Ah Long!" Just as I was drinking, Huo Dagongzi came over with a glass of wine.

Do you still know this person? Mr. Fu just got to know him through a project, how did you get to know him? Both Cheng Long and Fu became more curious about Lin Lou.

However, seeing that Master Huo has something to discuss with Master Lin, they didn't dare to delay any further. They stood up, raised their glasses, exchanged a few words, and then left the place to them. Before leaving, they also said that they would definitely make time to visit Master Lin's law firm.

After they left, Duke Huo continued to chat with Linlou about the Asian Games for a while before getting to the point. "Since last time in Beijing, I've been thinking about the comprehensive complex blueprint you designed for the Asian Games. I didn't expect you to have such a profound understanding of commercial architecture, Xiaolou."

"By chance, I acquired a piece of land in Hong Kong two years ago. The location is excellent, right near the subway entrance and surrounded by a large number of residents, making it very suitable for a commercial center! I just haven't found a suitable construction plan for it, and then I thought of the commercial street you designed. If you didn't come to Hong Kong this time, I would probably have to go to Beijing to find you!"

In the past two years, due to the influence of Sino-British negotiations, the property market in Hong Kong has plummeted. Many real estate development companies are selling off their land, fearing that they will be left with nothing in case of any future changes.

The Huo family has no worries at all about this. They are full of confidence in the future of China and Hong Kong, so they have seized the opportunity to acquire a lot of land. However, due to the restrictions placed on them by the British in recent years, their financial strength is not strong enough, and they also have a large amount of funds to be used in the north, leading to this wave of earnings being far less than what Li Huanggua earned.

"Do you have time to take on a new project with so many important projects on hand right now? If you do, please be sure to take on my project!" Lord Huo came to ask Linlou for cooperation.

"The design for the Asian Games venues has actually been completed. The main work for projects including the Riga Airport in Latvia, a museum in Germany, and the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendly Exchange Center in collaboration with Mr. Kurokawa has already been finished. If anyone is busy, it would be the other people in the office, as I am quite free here!"

"Since Mr. Huo is willing to give me this opportunity, I must seize it! Today is not the time for business discussion, if it's convenient for you tomorrow, arrange for someone to take me over to see the site, and then we can discuss our ideas about this project!" Linlou certainly wouldn't miss out on business that comes to him.

Moreover, Master Huo previously took over the BOT business of the hotel near the Asian Games venue, which allowed his own design to pass smoothly. In a sense, Linlou owed a favor to him. Regardless of economic interests or personal relationships, Linlou had no reason to refuse, so he agreed readily.

"No problem, I'll pick you up at the office tomorrow morning, and then we'll go have brunch together before heading to the scene!" Seeing him so enthusiastic, Mr. Huo was also quite happy.

"Why would I let you come and pick me up! Let me visit your mansion instead!" The other party was being polite, but Lin Lou couldn't take it seriously. Regardless of status and all that, it wouldn't be appropriate for someone of your age to come and pick me up.

They agreed on the time for the upcoming meeting, then each went their own way. Lin Lou and Xu Wen Biao continued to negotiate projects with the tycoons of Xiangjiang. Huo Daguizi also continued his social activities and they finally dispersed in the middle of the night.

When he woke up in the morning, Lin Lou washed up and then went to the Huo family mansion with Xu Wenbiao, Li Qingxi, and others. On the way, they passed by a newsstand and bought a few morning newspapers. As Lin Lou had expected, the front pages were filled with reports about the opening of the Mountain Top Club. This project was really gaining popularity in Hong Kong.

Although the media focused on the participation of influential figures on the front page, the following pages detailed the project's experiences from its inception to the present. It also highlighted the value of the project from an architectural perspective, mentioning the name of the designer, Lin Lou.

"Wow, so many tycoons came to us for projects last night, and now the Hua's young master is inviting us to do a major project. It seems like we're really going to make it this time!" Xu Wenbiao appeared very excited, pondering if he could move out of the newly purchased 1,000-square-foot luxury home in a few years, and buy a detached villa to live in instead.

Although Linlou had won the global architectural design competition for the mountain top club project before, earning a wave of prestige in Xiangjiang and attracting many people seeking collaboration, the impact of the renderings on paper was still not as impressive as the actual building. It was only after experiencing the design of the mountain top club that Linlou truly conquered the wealthy elite of Xiangjiang.

Especially the wealthy of the older generation, their aesthetic tastes are different from the older generation. Whether it's the traditional Chinese courtyard houses or the Western-style standalone houses preferred by the compradors, they no longer satisfy their needs.

Most of the luxury homes in Hong Kong are fashioned in this style, leaving them uncertain about what kind of house to build. It wasn't until they saw the works of Lin Lou that they suddenly realized that houses could be built like this!

Compared to the previous generation of tycoons, they pay more attention to their own enjoyment. Living in such modern houses is undoubtedly more comfortable, so if Mr. Lin can help design a luxury residence, it will definitely be very enjoyable to live in. So last night, Mr. Lin and Mr. Xu both received a lot of business cards.

It is estimated that when the firm starts working in a while, someone will definitely come to contact them. However, Lin Lou does not have the time to deal with them now, and the cooperation with Master Huo is more important.

At the entrance of the Huo family mansion, the servants had already been instructed, so when they saw Lin, they let them in directly. Inside the living room, the young master of the Huo family was reading a newspaper, so he pointed at an article in the newspaper and praised them.

After chatting for a while, the morning tea is ready. Today, Mr. Huo also joined them for morning tea. Mr. Huo didn't have any rules about keeping silent during meals. He asked a lot of questions about the Asian Games at the dining table, and it seemed that he was ready to make a large donation.

"Boss, you chat with Xiao Lin nicely." After finishing morning tea, Boss Huo left. Such small matters no longer required his personal involvement, they could be handled by the children.

Rising to bid farewell to Mr. Huo, Mr. Lin then followed Mr. Huo's son to the study. The latter handed him the prepared materials. "Although this piece of land is not large, its commercial value is high. It was advantageous to secure it in the initial stage due to the market environment. If it had been a few years earlier or later, even if we could acquire it, it definitely would not have been this cheap."

Linlou flipped through the documents, "It's rare to find such well-organized land near the subway entrance. If planned properly, there won't be any problem earning a lot of money once it's built!"

According to the indicators provided in the data, this piece of land can probably build an area of around 70,000 to 80,000 square meters. It's just enough to create a commercial center, relying on the convenience of being close to the subway station to attract pedestrian traffic. However, the design of the commercial center, the planning of commercial formats, and the future management of operations are all relatively headache-inducing matters.

Can a business center succeed with just a prime location? Location is definitely the most important factor, but the rest, including architectural design, tenant mix, and leasing management, are equally crucial. Inexperienced individuals may not handle these aspects well, but fortunately, the Huo family is not new to the real estate industry and has enough professionals under their wing to take care of these matters. The only issue remaining would be the architectural design.

"Thank you for your kind words. Although there are many familiar commercial real estate architectural firms in Hong Kong, their thinking seems a bit outdated, and the designs they produce are still in the style of the past, which may not fully align with the current trends. On the other hand, architects from Europe and America do not understand the consumption habits of the people in Hong Kong."

"So I thought of you. The commercial street you designed near the Beijing Asian Games venues complies with commercial laws and is very suitable for the consumption habits of Beijing residents. Although it has not opened yet, I believe that when the Asian Games officially opens, this commercial street will definitely become popular."

The Duke Huo also conducted a thorough investigation and determined that Linlou has certain abilities in the commercial real estate field by carefully researching the commercial street near the Asian Games venue and the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin in Radfans. Only then did he decide to invite him to design this project.

The Huo family does not plan to sell this project, but intends to hold and operate it for the long term. While the immediate profits may be less compared to selling the property directly, as long as the project is managed well, it will be like raising a goose that lays golden eggs. The bustling commercial center will surely bring considerable benefits, and he is very clear about that.

I looked through the information and found that Huo Daguzi took Linlou to the scene again. This place was originally an old residential building. Now all the residents have moved out, and workers are demolishing the site.

"Unfortunately, the plot of land is a bit limited. Otherwise, we could build a few apartment buildings or office towers near the commercial center. Whether for renting or selling, we would make more profit." Young Master Huo expressed some regret. If we could build several apartment buildings, the returns would come even faster. Perhaps the commercial center would not even be open for business by the time the investment costs are recouped."

"This actually has its advantages. Without considering apartment buildings and office buildings, it is possible to carry out a more rational design and planning for the commercial center! In fact, it's better for the commercial center to be independent."

The design of adding office buildings or apartment buildings on top of commercial centers in the future is quite common, but this design presents a problem, as apartment buildings, office buildings, and commercial centers have different requirements for column grid spans. When different types of buildings are stacked together and use the same column grid foundation, conflicts are bound to arise in terms of functionality.

Just considering the needs of the commercial center without having to add office buildings or apartment buildings on top makes it much easier. We can design it entirely according to the needs of the commercial center and produce better architectural works.

Young Master Huo nodded. Naturally, he knew all of this. He began to explain his requirements to Lin Lou. He planned to transform this place into a new high-end commercial center in Hong Kong. Therefore, the architecture must be distinctive, and it should also provide convenience for the internal merchants, making it easy and convenient for customers to shop, and the longer they stay in the commercial center, the better.

Lin Lou nodded slightly. These were all standard requirements for a business center, which didn't come as a surprise to him. He knew that meeting these requirements wouldn't be easy.

"Mr. Huo, these are all routine requirements that we will definitely meet. However, as for the specific plan, it won't be available so quickly. We still need to gather more information, such as the future development plans for the area, the distribution of nearby commercial formats, the income level and consumption habits of the surrounding residents, and so on."

Before undertaking any project, it is important to thoroughly gather information, especially for commercial real estate projects. Residential projects can be sold once completed, even if there are design flaws. As long as the buyers did not notice the issues when making the purchase, the developers will not be bothered once they have received the money.

The business center is different. If it is not well done, merchants will not settle in, and consumers will not like to come in for shopping. The real estate company that owns the property will be in trouble.

"As for the information, we have already collected quite a lot. The ones you just had in your hands are only a part of it. After signing the contract, I will give you the rest! You can conduct your own investigation and then combine the two sets of data for better results!" said Master Huo.

Although he trusts Linlou very much, business rules still need to be followed. There is a lot of confidential information in these documents, so they cannot be handed over to them until the contract is signed.

There is no need to bid this time. Lin Building has gained the recognition of Master Huoda with its previous projects. After reviewing the site, they went to the law firm to sign the contract and obtained the more crucial information.

"Wen Biao, I'm going to Europe tomorrow. I'll leave the work in Hong Kong to you. Do the investigation as soon as possible, don't worry about spending money. You can hire several commercial investigation companies to do it. When I come back from Europe, I want to see specific data!" Fortunately, Hong Kong has developed commerce, so I don't have to do these tasks myself. It would be much more troublesome if it were on the mainland.

"The commercial center is currently undergoing a period of renewal and upgrade. If we handle this project well, we will definitely not lack customers in the future!" Lin reminded.
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"I got it, I got it!" Xu Wenbiao nodded repeatedly. Airports, stadiums, and museums can bring great reputation to architects, but a city only needs a few of them. Usually, after completing these projects, an architect may have to wait for several years for the next opportunity.

But the commercial center is different. The number of commercial centers needed in a large city is much more than the sum of airport terminals, stadiums, and museums combined. And in the design of airport terminals, stadiums, and museums, the client always dislikes repetition and always wants to come up with something new. This is not a problem for commercial centers. It doesn't matter if they are exactly the same as long as it is conducive to later operation.

So as long as this project is successful, other commercial developers will definitely take notice and vie to invite Lin Building's firm to design for them. This kind of work has high design fees but is not very difficult to do, making it a good project for any architectural firm to pursue.

To use the design of public buildings such as museums to establish prestige, and then use these commercial projects to earn profits, is a common practice for many well-known architectural firms, and Xu Wenbiao naturally understands this.

"When I return from Europe, I will stay in Hong Kong for a few more days, and then we will analyze the data together. We will first come up with a general direction, then communicate with Mr. Huo, and once we have Mr. Huo's approval, we can proceed to the next step of the project! As long as this project is successful, not only Hong Kong, but also Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia will definitely come to us for projects!"

"Maybe it won't be long before our firm will start hiring again!" Lin Lou patted Xu Wenbiao's shoulder and said, "China's reform and opening up has only just begun, and it hasn't fully demonstrated its power yet. The Asian Tigers are currently in full swing."

By developing labor-intensive processing industries, the economies of these countries and regions have achieved rapid development. With money at hand, it is a natural desire to spend it, so the construction of new commercial centers has become a rigid demand for these countries and regions. As long as Linlou uses this project to establish its reputation, the entire Southeast Asian market will open up to him.

As for the domestic market, not to mention, the understanding of commercial real estate by the domestic architectural design units may be limited to the previous department stores. Lin's building is definitely a whole new level for them.

"The impact of Hong Kong on Southeast Asia has always been significant. Whenever something new emerges in Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand will follow suit to learn. Once this commercial center is completed, it will certainly frequently appear in Hong Kong movies, and then, through the movies, spread to Southeast Asia. They won't be able to ignore it at that point!" Xu Wenbiao echoed.

Hollywood has not yet shown its global dominance. The younger generation in Southeast Asia is greatly influenced by Chinese culture, which is why they are very fond of the film and television works from Hong Kong. The fashion trends portrayed in Hong Kong movies are also highly popular among them. Therefore, what Xu Wenbiao said may well become a reality.

Then Linlou remembered the conversation he had with senior brothers Jackie Chan and Sammo Hung at the mountaintop club. He thought that after the completion of "Police Story 2", the mountaintop club would surely cause a sensation in Southeast Asia. Perhaps by then, wealthy individuals or businesses from Southeast Asia would seek cooperation with them!

The unexpected business did not disrupt Lin's plans. He still flew to Europe according to the schedule, first arriving in the capital of Latvia, the city of Riga, after a layover, to communicate with the Latvian officials together with Alfans.

Actually, it's not a very important matter. The construction of the airport waiting hall is proceeding steadily according to the plan. Although Lin doesn't quite like the South Goryeo people, the construction quality by the South Goryeo construction company is guaranteed. Also, this is their first project in Latvia, so they dare not cause any trouble for the time being.

This is just a routine communication. Lin and Alphonse's visit is just to show their appreciation. The dinner after the meeting seems even more important than the meeting itself, after all, maintaining a good relationship with the client is also an important part of the job.

The next day, they relaxed and Linlou took the cigarettes and alcohol brought by Li Lanzhou and Chen Zhonghu to the outskirts to give to them, and let Bernard from the Alphonsus Company accompany Cao Kai for sightseeing everywhere.

"In Latvian history, there may not have been any particularly famous architects, but their national architecture still has its own unique characteristics. It wouldn't hurt to take a closer look. My graduate advisor, Professor Guan, once said, 'Architects need to travel and see more, and gain exposure to different architectural styles. This way, when you are working on your own projects, you may suddenly have a moment of inspiration and feel like modifying elements from a building you once saw and incorporating them into your own design.'"

"Perhaps a small change can create a classic! But if you haven't seen or experienced it before, it's unlikely to have inspiration out of thin air!" This is also the personal experience of Academician Guan.

Why can he achieve such great success? The fact that his father, who served as an envoy with Dai Hongci to Europe and the United States in 1905, brought back hundreds of exquisite architectural picture books of European cities, greatly broadened his horizons, and is a very important factor. Without this accumulation, he would probably have a hard time standing out among his peers.

In addition, shortly after Lin Lou arrived at Tsinghua, Academician Guan went to MIT in the United States as a visiting scholar. During his time there, he used his spare time to inspect buildings and, in a very financially constrained situation, saved funds to purchase a large number of books and took thousands of color slides. All of these accumulations brought him a great deal of enlightenment.

Cao Kai has no shortage of talent and has a solid foundation. His only shortcoming lies in his lack of vision. Relying solely on the limited information in the school library is not enough. Fortunately, he met Lin Lou, who can take him abroad to appreciate different architectural styles firsthand.

Cao Kai knew that opportunities were rare. He had long been prepared, carrying a drawing board and a camera around his neck, following Bernard to go out for a visit. It's not enough just to look; he also wanted to sketch on the spot and take photos, and then study slowly after returning.

Spent a day in Dūmú City, then went to Germany to continue the meeting with the first party. Just like in Dūmú City, while Lin Lou was in the meeting, Cao Kai continued to carry his drawing board and camera around to find distinctive architecture. Germany is one of the birthplaces of modern architecture and has produced many masters. There are many more works worth seeing here compared to Dūmú City.

After a day of sightseeing, Cao Kai felt quite rewarded and, after returning to the hotel, was still immersed in the shock brought by the masters such as Gropius.

"It's a pity that we only have one day this time and won't be able to see many buildings. But it's okay, we'll have another chance next time. And this time, we will stay in France for a few more days. There are also plenty of classic works by masters for you to see over there!" Lin Lou said as they were leaving, while looking at Cao Kai's hand-drawn artwork.

"Teacher Lin, I feel a little embarrassed about this! It's called an internship, but it seems like I haven't done anything useful since I came here. I've just been busy looking at the architecture by myself, and I haven't been helping with the project at all!" Cao Kai scratched his head and said.

"Self-improvement is also a contribution to the firm. As your abilities improve, you will have the opportunity to take on more important responsibilities in the future. If you were to take on tasks right away when your skills are not yet at the required level, it would not only undermine your confidence, but also affect the efficiency of the team's work. So, there's no need to rush or feel guilty. Just follow the previous plan! When your abilities are there, I will definitely have work arrangements for you!" Lin Lou asked him to come for an internship, not to be a mere laborer.

Cao Kai remained silent, but his mind was racing. Given the current progress, it would take at least another six months for him to enhance his skills to be able to contribute to the team. By then, he would be close to graduation, with little time left for an internship and graduation design project. How much time would be left for work at the law firm?

Since arriving at Lin's building, they arranged accommodation and provided internship allowances. All kinds of foreign language materials that were not available at school were made available to him to study. And, they even brought him along when going abroad. If it ends up with only giving half a year for Mr. Lin's work, Nako would feel too guilty!

Maybe I should just come to work directly with Teacher Lin after graduation! Not only is the treatment good here, but the working environment is also comfortable. Most importantly, I can continue to improve myself. If I go to the architectural design unit assigned by the school, I am afraid I won't have so many benefits. Cao Kai thought carefully.

Although he has not interned at a local architectural design firm, he has heard complaints from his seniors that the work style of those firms is quite traditional. They emphasize seniority, and young people have to do miscellaneous tasks for a long period of time before they can start drawing and working on projects.

If there were no comparison, such a life could also be acceptable. After all, the abilities of those old employees are limited. As long as you are patient, it will be your turn sooner or later.

Since experiencing the working atmosphere at Lin Building, Cao Kai has become accustomed to it, much like a young person who has grown used to using a smartphone. Asking him to use a non-smartphone with a traditional keyboard would be unbearable for him.

Nowadays, all work must comply with the state's allocation. If one does not comply with the school's arrangement, there will be more trouble in the future. In addition, if the family knows that one is not going to a state-owned enterprise and instead going to work in a company in Hong Kong, what kind of reaction will it be? Cao Kai is a bit uncertain about all these things for a while.

So he hasn't expressed his thoughts to Lin Lou yet. Instead, he plans to go back and discuss with his family over the weekend. Fortunately, his family has always been quite open-minded, so maybe they won't oppose, right?

Linlou was not clear about these changes, he brought Cao Kai to Paris, continued to let Bernard take him to visit various buildings, and discussed recent work with Alphans, then went to the Paris School of Architecture to visit Academician Wang, and talked to Gembauzen Buck.

After finishing these tasks, this trip to Europe can be considered complete. However, thinking that the information in Hong Kong has not been collected yet, Lin Lou is not in a hurry to return. He decided to ask Alphons to find two cars and take them to the southeastern region of France, a few miles from the Swiss border, to visit the classic work of Le Corbusier - Notre Dame du Haut in Ronchamp.

The design of the Ronchamp Chapel has had a significant impact on the development of modern architecture, and is hailed as the most breathtaking and expressive architecture of the 20th century. Since its completion, it has continued to attract architects from around the world on a pilgrimage to visit. Now that there's time, it's definitely worth coming to see it.

The car entered Langxiang Village and came to the foot of a small hill. Getting out of the car, they slowly walked up the slope. When Langxiang Church came into view, everyone present was amazed.

Ando Tadao's arrival here can be described in his own words: "I was looking forward to passing through the doors of the church, but I was completely overwhelmed by the violent and intense space that betrayed my imagination. For a while, I couldn't say anything; all horizontal and vertical lines were excluded, and the rough sculptural texture of the plaster walls was not concealed; the overflowing irregular plane shapes, the flood-like light, everything about the Church of Light subverted my previous knowledge of architecture at that time."

In the design of the Ronchamp Chapel, Le Corbusier focused on the architectural form and the emotional impact it has on people. He abandoned the traditional church model and the usual techniques of modern architecture, treating it as a concrete sculpture.

The church has a unique design, with irregular floor plan; the walls are mostly curved and some are even inclined; the tower-shaped prayer room looks like a granary from the outside; the heavy roof curls upwards, leaving a 40cm high band-shaped gap between it and the wall; the rough white walls have various sizes of square or rectangular windows, filled with colored glass.

The entrance is located in the crevice between the curled wall and the tower. The main interior space is also irregular, with curved walls, and light shines through the gaps between the roof and the walls and through windows of various sizes lined with colored glass, creating a unique atmosphere indoors.

The design of this church may look somewhat odd, but it is definitely not strange for the sake of being strange. Beneath its unconventional appearance, it is a church that is most genuine, pure, and reflects its essence, perfectly meeting the needs of believers and religious staff.

First of all, Cobb Xavier sees the church building as an acoustic device to communicate with the surroundings. Furthermore, believers come to the church to communicate with God, and the acoustic device symbolizes the channel for people to communicate with God.

On the east façade, there is an eave that curves out from the aircraft structure, underneath which is the position for the choir during outdoor ceremonies. On the right side of the east façade, there is a column and a perfectly positioned pulpit.

The arrangement of these two locations follows acoustic principles very well, allowing the choir's singing and the priest's sermon to be clearly conveyed to the ears of every member of the congregation entering the church.

But this is not the most magical part of the Langxiang Church. The biggest highlight of this building comes from the light!

Continue to go to the hospital for surgery. Will update again in a few days.
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Walking into the church, I am surrounded by the rough and rugged concrete, darkness occupying everything. In the walls, there are windows of various sizes, and different colors are added to the windows. In such a powerful space, I feel small like an ant, lonely and desperate. However, those clusters of light seem to save me like a deity.

The forest building pointed to these windows and introduced to them in a low voice, "Using light to shape the sacredness of religious architecture is a more common technique in the West."

"The Pantheon in Rome has a similar design. In this ancient building, which has been standing for over two thousand years and houses the tombs of famous figures such as Raphael, one can see the dome cast from volcanic ash concrete by the ancient Romans, with a circular opening of about 9 meters in diameter at its center, allowing a beam of light to enter from above."

"Just like what we see now, a dark environment easily leads to fear, while light is the best way to dispel it. Such a design can make people feel saved and thus develop reverence and belief in religion. Then, by explaining scriptures to the believers in conjunction with specific emphasis, it can achieve twice the result with half the effort!"

This is just a fancy way of saying that all these designs are just tricks used by charlatans to deceive believers. By using architecture and lighting to make believers feel small and fearful, it becomes easier to deceive them.

"When visiting the temples and palaces in the country, the monks and Taoist priests usually make the statues of gods and ancestors very large, and they also like to design them to look down at the worshippers. The reason behind this is the same; by using huge statues of gods and ancestors for comparison with ordinary people, when people enter and see such a large statue, and then lower their heads to look at themselves, they will also experience similar feelings."

It can be seen that when it comes to deceiving people, the charlatans in the East and the West adopt similar methods. They may not have studied architectural psychology, but they have a great deal of experience in this area, and are adept at using special architecture and decorations to influence the minds of their followers in order to achieve their own ends.

"Mr. Corbusier's purpose and reasons for designing this building are not worth delving into, but the concept and techniques are worth studying. This church clearly shows us that as architects, we have more materials at our disposal than just earth, stone, steel, concrete, glass, and plastic... Light and sound can also become tools in our hands!"

Kobeishiye found inspiration from the Temple of a Million Gods and created the Langxiang Church, and Tadao Ando learned a lot from these two works, creating classic works like the Church of Light.

The Luminous Cathedral is actually a rather small church, covering an area of about 113 square meters and accommodating around 100 people. However, when people are in it, they naturally feel the sacred and solemn atmosphere it exudes.

And all of this stems from Tadao Ando's clever use of light, with a cross-shaped cutout on the front concrete wall of the chapel, presenting a cross of light.

Solid, thick, and hard concrete encloses absolutely, creating a dark space that makes people feel instantly isolated from the outside world. Sunlight streams in through the horizontal and vertical intersecting openings in the wall, creating the famous "Cross of Light" — sacred, clear, pure, and stunning.

The cross-shaped divided wall creates a special light and shadow effect, giving believers a wondrous feeling of being close to God, making people involuntarily think of the phrase—"And God said, 'Let there be light,' and there was light."

When it comes to the Church of Light, there is an interesting story. Nobumi Mori was a member of the Japanese Catholic Church in Ibaraki City, Osaka. The church she belonged to was a small one with about 50 members in a series of churches. For 15 years, they had been conducting activities in a simple wooden structure church, and they had long wanted to have a new church. As a result, they were looking for an architect to design the church.

Because the number of believers is small, they cannot raise enough money to build a new church, let alone invite a renowned architect to do the design. They can't even afford the design fee for a great architect.

However, Mr. Miyamoto still managed to find Osaka's most famous architect, Tadao Ando, and confessed to him that as an architect, he was their best choice, but they didn't have enough money to offer him a high design fee.

Tadao Ando calculated and said, for such a large project, according to my fee standard, you should pay 80 million yen! A small project with a land area of over 100 square meters and a total building area of only over 300 square meters, requires a design fee of 80 million yen. Tadao Ando's fee standard is really enviable.

The price is 80 million yen, we can only offer up to 25 million yen! In general, architects cannot proactively reduce prices for projects, because it is easy to lower the price but difficult to raise it again! However, Tadao Ando couldn't resist the temptation of this project and took it on.

Unfortunately, the Church of Light was built in 1987, but it's only 1986 now. Lin Lou cannot use this project to delve deeper into the importance of light in architecture.

Fortunately, there are not only Le Corbusier and Tadao Ando who are good at utilizing light among architects, Louis Kahn's Kimbell Art Museum, and I.M. Pei's recently completed renovation of the Louvre, are also excellent examples of using light.

"From the Temple of a Thousand Gods over 4,000 years ago, to the St. Lawrence Church over 30 years ago, the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao 10 years ago, to today's Louvre Pyramid, although human technology is constantly advancing, the function of light in architecture has not changed. How to better utilize light remains an important criterion for measuring the excellence of an architect!"

"In terms of the application of lighting, Xiaolou, your design for the library at Linzhou University provides us with a very classic case!" Li Qingxi smiled, saying that Linlou also has solid examples of the application of lighting.

They stayed in this small church for almost a whole day because the effect of the sunlight entering the interior of the church varied with the angles of the sun, and it takes more than just a moment to fully appreciate the charm of the works of Cezanne.

During the wait, everyone drew a lot of hand-drawn artworks, with the main focus naturally being the windows on the wall, which varied in height and shape.

After finishing his own painting, Lin Lou would carefully observe the works of others, to see if they could capture the most important highlights of the architecture. This is also an important factor in judging whether an architect has talent. Although Cao Kai may lack experience, it can be seen from his works that he possesses this kind of sensitivity.

In his sketch, Linlou can clearly see that he has grasped the essence of Kobi's design. The angles he selected are the most effective in capturing the key points. His talent is truly enviable.

Li Qingxi and others secretly compared their own works with Cao Kai's, and they were speechless when they saw the results. Afterwards, they exchanged glances and sighed together.

Alas, it seems we may only ever become excellent architects in this lifetime. As for the title of "master," it's probably not something we can expect. As for this young man in front of us, although he still has a considerable gap compared to myself, his future development prospects are much broader than ours. As for Linlou, who is of a similar age to Cao Kai, they completely ignored him.

At the age of 18, one can point out the mistakes of I.M. Pei and provide correct modification plan. Such a genius is beyond the reach of ordinary people.

The previous visit was a solitary exploration, but now with the guidance of Linlou and others, Cao Kai's gains have increased. On the way back, he held his own hand-drawn drafts, comparing them page by page with Linlou's drafts, and then recalling the content he saw at the site of the Langxiang Church, carefully pondering the gains and losses of this visit.

After spending an extra two days in France, I received a message from Xu Wenbiao informing me that the business investigation company he had been looking for had completed some of the work as requested. While they were not able to develop a detailed plan yet, a draft for communication purposes was sufficient. We then returned to Hong Kong together.

Resting for a night, everyone gathered at the office to carefully study the materials provided by the business investigation company. After reviewing the materials, instead of immediately assigning tasks or presenting creative proposals, Lin continued to instruct them, teaching them about the updates and changes in the commercial center.

"In the West, a large shopping center like this is called a 'shopping mall.' 'Shopping' means shopping, and 'mall' originally referred to a promenade, implying that there must be one or more pedestrian streets in the mall, making shopping, consumption or strolling feel as comfortable and pleasant as leisurely walking in a promenade."

"In the American dictionary, the definition of 'shopping mall' is - a large retail complex composed of many stores and restaurants, located in adjacent buildings or within a large building."

"The shopping mall can be said to be the top form of large-scale commercial real estate in the world at present. With the advent of family car ownership and suburban residential areas, it is a product of modern industrial civilization and business culture development, belonging to a new type of compound commercial format."

"The birth of the shopping mall can be traced back to the early 1920s. At that time, the Sears-Roebuck company, known as the godfather of the retail industry, had already realized the significant impact that the automobile revolution would have on American society. Based on their judgment of the future lifestyle in America, the Sears company built many independent shopping streets on the outskirts of cities, complete with free parking lots. This planning configuration later became the prototype of shopping centers."

"In the 1950s, large-scale regional shopping centers in the modern sense officially appeared in the suburbs of the United States, and the Shopping Mall entered a mature stage."

"After nearly thirty years of development, shopping centers have accumulated valuable experience in design, construction, and management. The first regional shopping center, formed by a combination of department stores and small shops, officially landed in the United States. Subsequently, large suburban shopping centers quickly rose in the United States and spread to developed regions around the world."

"The UK government is actively promoting the development of shopping centers to meet the shopping needs of residents in new residential areas. At the same time, Japan has launched a plan to double the national income, leading to rapid economic development and the construction of shopping centers. When we went to Tokyo before, we could see similar buildings in Roppongi."

"In our country, there have also been a few similar projects. The China Hotel project built by New World Development in Guangzhou in 1981, and the Beijing International Trade Center built by the Kerry Group in 1985, fall into this category."

"As the wave of shopping centers is sweeping across the globe, various countries, cities, and regions have begun to pursue personalized renovations of shopping centers, leading to a growing diversity in their forms and architectural styles. Thus, when building a shopping center in Hong Kong, it is essential to respect the local culture and shopping habits, and avoid simply replicating designs from Europe, the United States, or Japan."

"Since the birth of the prototype of shopping malls in 1920, it has not stopped developing after becoming mature in 1950. Instead, it has taken on different forms according to the economic development level of its location."

"According to the time of appearance and maturity, we can currently divide shopping malls into several generations. The first generation to appear was community shopping centers, which were basically in the form of closed communities, with shopping as the main purpose and a relatively single format, only to meet the shopping needs of the surrounding customers."

"The scale of the second-generation shopping center is much larger, with further enrichment of business formats. At the same time, its radiation capability has greatly increased. It will not only attract customers from the local community, but also from other regions."

"In the third generation of shopping centers, there have been bigger changes, offering consumers not only the products themselves, but also a way of life and attitude."

"In the first two generations of shopping centers, the proportion of retail formats once reached 70% to 80%, dominating the commercial space; while in the third generation of shopping centers, a posture of 'shopping + dining + entertainment' has been formed with all three running side by side."

When talking about these things, Lin Lou was momentarily dazed, as if he had returned to the future, reporting to the developer the scene at the time. Only at that time, the shopping center had evolved to a degree that is completely unimaginable today. The third generation of shopping centers has only recently appeared, and at that time, people were already discussing the fourth and even fifth generation of shopping centers.

Bring your thoughts back and continue to tell them about the shopping centers in the 1980s. "Due to different specific situations in each country, shopping centers also present different styles. The shopping centers in the United States mainly rely on suburban highways to establish enclosed large-scale shopping centers, with huge scale and simple design being their prominent features."

"Europe, based on the American model, continuously rejuvenates old urban commercial centers, retro buildings, and humanistic design, giving shopping centers new developmental content."

"In Japan and Southeast Asia, since the 1970s, there has been a significant increase in the number of shopping centers. There is a trend towards large-scale warehouse-style supermarkets replacing department stores as the main anchor stores, with a focus on leisure and entertainment functions and the advantage of product cost."

"So, what direction should we choose for building a shopping center in Fragrant Harbor?"
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"Considering that shopping centers in different countries and regions will make corresponding changes according to the local specific environment, if we want to build a shopping center in Hong Kong, we must understand the history of large-scale retail stores in Hong Kong." Lin pointed and signaled for Xu Wenbiao to complete this part of the presentation.

Before that, Xu Wenbiao had already summarized the contents based on the data collected by the commercial investigation company. He then brought the materials and began his presentation, starting off by hanging up large posters on the whiteboard.

"This is a photo of the Kowloon Wharf in 1941. The photo includes the Tsim Sha Tsui train station, and the two-storey building with cigarette advertisements on the right is the Godown shops. On the upper left is the Kowloon Corner Star Wharf rebuilt in 1911. We can see that as early as forty years ago, the prototype of a shopping center had already appeared in Hong Kong."

Then he switched to the next photo, "In 1963, the Wharf and the Hong Kong government cooperated to invest over 70 million Hong Kong dollars to rebuild the original number one pier into a brand-new modern cruise terminal. It not only had freight supporting facilities, but also two levels of shops with empty silk for lease, and even a parking lot for local consumers. This was not only the first large shopping mall completed and put into use in Hong Kong at that time, but also the first shopping mall in the Asian region in the 1960s. It holds a very important position in the development history of shopping malls."

This is the famous Maritime Square. In the future, there will be more shopping malls built around Maritime Square, forming one of the most famous commercial centers in Hong Kong – Harbour City.

"Because the building has a rectangular layout, it naturally forms multiple long corridors, with each corridor named after an outlying island in the vicinity of Victoria Harbour, such as 'Lamma Island Corridor,’ ‘Cheung Chau Corridor,’ and ‘Ap Lei Chau Corridor.’ It attracted attention across Victoria Harbour when it first opened, and initially focused on shopping. There was a fashion store called 'Yi She' once operated by Shaw Brothers actress He Lili, and a fashion boutique store 'Poetic Charm' often mentioned by author Yi Shu."

"There are also a few dining and leisure entertainment businesses distributed in the area. A few steps ahead from 'Poetic Charm' is the first Maxim's Café in Hong Kong. Their signature snack of pepper salted chicken legs is very famous. At the end of the same floor is the Hai Tian Restaurant and Nightclub, which is a place that Hong Kong locals and company anniversaries often visit for private banquets and celebrations."

"There is also the Golden Crown Restaurant nearby which used to serve authentic Chinese banquets in the 1970s. These dining and entertainment venues provide convenience for customers shopping at the Maritime Square, and diners visiting here for meals and leisure will also take the opportunity to shop inside the mall, creating a good complementary effect between the two business formats."

"In terms of architectural style, the Seaview Building features unadorned concrete beams and columns, black iron-framed wooden doors with glass panels, all designed for practicality but with a streamlined design, subtly inheriting the Bauhaus style."

"In 1969, the first large-scale shopping center, Takashimaya, opened in Tokyo. Large shopping malls appeared in Singapore in the 1970s, while Marina House started operating as early as 1966, making it one of the earliest shopping centers in Asia," said Xu Wenbiao, with a proud expression on his face. As a man from Hong Kong, he also takes pride in this achievement.

After the first phase of Harbour City opened in 1966, the second phase, Marco Polo Hongkong Hotel and Commercial Centre, opened in 1969, and the third phase, Ocean Centre, was launched in 1977. With the completion of these three phases, the total area of Harbour City reached 170,000 square meters.

"Before 1979, there was only the Ocean Terminal shopping center in Hong Kong. After 1979, with the official opening of the Hong Kong MTR, it marked the city's entry into the ranks of major metropolitan areas with rail transit as the primary mode of transportation, and the development of shopping centers entered a new era."

"The opening of the subway has revolutionized the convenience of transportation in Hong Kong, significantly reducing travel time between districts. What used to take over an hour can now be completed in less than thirty minutes, greatly expanding the activities and encouraging cross-district shopping and consumption. This has laid a solid foundation for the rapid development of shopping centers."

"The Hong Kong metro has only been in operation for less than seven years, but the total area of privately developed commercial properties has already reached nearly one million square meters, and the business in the completed shopping centers is very good."

"The most representative one is Pacific Place. It encompasses various functions such as commerce, residence, and office, and is a standard commercial complex. The commercial part, Pacific Place Mall, with an area of 100,000 square meters, is entirely owned by Swire Group and is leased out or self-operated." Such valuable assets are generally not sold by developers.

"The middle-class people who buy residential properties in Taikoo City and the business people who work in the surrounding office buildings provide a high-quality customer base for the Taikoo City Center. These customers have strong spending power, ensuring the normal operation of the mall. In addition, the surrounding customers who arrive by subway ensure that the business of Taikoo City Center Mall has been very prosperous since its opening."

Then Xu Wenbiao introduced the basic situation of the Pacific Place shopping center from the perspective of architectural design, and finally handed the microphone back to Lin Lou, who summarized today's meeting.

"Through Wen Biao's introduction, we can draw several conclusions. Firstly, whether it is the Maritime Square or the Pacific Place shopping mall, these shopping centers primarily cater to people's daily life needs and are classified as mid-range shopping venues. While maintaining the traditional shopping function, they have also introduced entertainment, dining, and other complex functions, forming a concept of leisure shopping and triggering a transformation in Hong Kong's commercial industry."

"Decades City has introduced subway transportation into the shopping center, bringing in sufficient customer flow for the mall, which is consistent with the commercial center planning of many first-tier cities in Europe and America!"

"There are also some problems with this. Firstly, these buildings have single functionality, being purely for commercial purposes. Customers enter and leave in a hurry with their arms full of things, which makes the place seem very busy and doesn't provide a great shopping experience. At a time when shopping centers are relatively scarce and market competition is not very intense, this approach may not have too many problems."

"However, just now Wen Biao also mentioned that nowadays, the real estate companies in Hong Kong are all developing commercial projects. Currently, there are already over one million square meters of projects completed, and it is estimated that there will be close to two million square meters of commercial space completed before 1990!" Between 1980 and 1990, a total of over 2.7 million square meters of commercial projects were constructed in Hong Kong.

"The fragrant river is so small, with so many shopping malls springing up all at once. The future competition will definitely be fierce. If we continue to use the same design as other shopping malls, I'm afraid that by the time the project is completed, this mall will already be outdated. Without new breakthroughs, it will be difficult to compete with other malls in the future."

"So our design must be forward-looking. Fortunately, we have examples from the site to refer to, such as the new changes in shopping centers in many European and American cities, such as New York, Paris, and Los Angeles. In this respect, it's simple. The model of shopping centers is nothing more than Hong Kong imitating Europe and America, and then mainland China imitating Hong Kong."

After generations of studying so much data, I am also very familiar with the development context of the Fragrant River Shopping Center. Based on the specific situation of the land, all that is needed is to produce a leading plan that is five or six years ahead. This will enable the project to stay ahead of the competition for several years after its completion, swiftly attracting customers and establishing a solid position in the market.

"The most significant feature is to accommodate leisure, entertainment, business, tourism, and other non-shopping elements as much as possible, to meet the one-stop demand, while also raising the overall level of the shopping center." This is also the development trend of Hong Kong's new shopping centers after the 1990s. In fact, the mainland is the same, as can be seen from the upgrading and replacement of Wanda Plazas.

The first generation of Wanda Plaza appeared in 2001 and belonged to a single-store model. Each floor was dedicated to a specific commercial format, and before each format was created, well-known brands such as Walmart were introduced to boost the sales of other outlets. The format and profit model were relatively simple, with the representative being the Wanda Plaza on Jianghan Road in Wuhan.

Three years later, Wanda Plaza entered its second generation, with a scale two to three times larger than the first generation, adding various formats and brand stores such as department stores, cinemas, video games, and dining.

From the perspective of planning, the second generation of Wanda Plaza is just a simple upgrade of the first generation Wanda Plaza, evolving from the original "anchor store-driven single commercial entity" to "anchor store-driven multiple single commercial entities".

The second-generation Wanda's planning flaws and development model directly led to the transfer of 9 Wanda's. Making a painful decision and experiencing the pain prompted Wanda to change its mindset, considering a better product that can balance cash flow and support rapid replication, giving birth to the third generation of Wanda.

The three generations of Wanda Plaza will combine outdoor and indoor pedestrian streets with Chinese commercial buildings to create a huge urban complex, including large commercial centers, commercial pedestrian streets, five-star hotels, business hotels, office buildings, high-end apartments, and more. It integrates shopping, leisure, dining, culture, entertainment, and other functions to form an independent large commercial area.

Due to the size of the plot of land, it is not possible to directly replicate the model of the third-generation Wanda Plaza here, but it is still possible to absorb its essence.

"In business, you must always be half a step ahead of others. You can't have too much or too little. Having too much will make the market unable to accept it for a while, and having too little will allow others to catch up, leading to intense competition of homogenization."

"Nowadays, most of the shopping centers in Hong Kong are mainly focused on retail. Although they also have dining, leisure, and entertainment formats, the proportion is too small to meet the demand for one-stop consumption. When we are working on this project, we can make up for this shortcoming by increasing the proportion of dining, leisure, and entertainment formats in the business division!"

"In the food and beverage sector, we can make arrangements like this!" Lin Lou drew it on the whiteboard, "The basement will definitely be a large supermarket. Next to the supermarket or on the floor below, we can add popular fast food brands from Hong Kong. This can attract customers to dine in when they are hungry while shopping in the mall."

Of course, adjustments will also be made according to the specific operation process, for example, well-received international brands such as KFC and McDonald's cannot be arranged on the basement floor. They must occupy the prime location on the ground floor, and the rent given to them will not be too high.

Because they themselves have a strong customer appeal, they can attract consumers to come, bring more foot traffic to the mall, and also prove the strength of the mall.

"The commercial value of the top floor is the lowest, so we must attract our target consumers. The people in Fragrant River love watching movies, so we can definitely build a high-end cinema to attract customers for consumption. Next to the cinema, we can arrange coffee shops, tea rooms, restaurants, and other businesses for the audience to consume while waiting to enter."

"If a blockbuster movie like Jackie Chan's new film is released, there will definitely be a lot of people queuing up to buy tickets, which will also bring customers to other businesses downstairs!" You came to queue at six in the afternoon and finally bought a ticket for the ten o'clock show. You can't just sit outside and wait for four hours, right?

How about taking your girlfriend to have some food and drinks nearby, then accompany her to browse the clothing and cosmetics stores downstairs, and buy her some gifts? In this way, while the movie theater may not generate high profits itself, it can bring substantial profits to other businesses.

"Also, the popular karaoke, which is currently in trend, can be placed on the upper floors. Nowadays, karaoke is also a very popular leisure entertainment in Hong Kong. In many classic film and television works, scenes of the main characters singing in karaoke can be seen."

Many good karaoke lounges have long lines outside every night, which can also provide customer flow to other business types as long as the call order is arranged so that customers can use the waiting time to consume elsewhere.

Although there are no smartphones and various queueing apps yet, it wouldn't be too much trouble for the KTV staff to page the customers when their turn is approaching. Moreover, in the early 21st century, KTV was also an unmissable business format in mainland shopping centers. Lin Lou's experience had already proven that this approach would succeed.

The so-called eating, drinking, and entertainment naturally cannot be separated from dining. Beneath the negative first floor is the fast food restaurant, and near the upstairs cinema and karaoke, various high-end Chinese and Western dining options can be arranged to meet the customers' dining needs. The target customers of these dining options are different from the fast food restaurant below, so there will be no conflict.

"The atrium must be large, even though it may seem like a waste of space, it can provide a venue for large-scale marketing events for the shopping center!" A large shopping center cannot only consist of shops, it also needs a place for hosting events.

As long as the business management company is slightly reliable, they will use various holidays to hold events in order to attract a large number of customers.

Even iconic sculptures and architecture can be designed here to attract customers. Take, for example, the statue of the Senior Brother, over 10 meters tall, inside the Dayue City near the Great Wild Goose Pagoda in Xi'an, which has attracted many people to come specifically for photo opportunities.

Linlou painstakingly shared his thoughts, and the third-generation shopping center gradually took shape.
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The draft of Linlou has made some progress based on the existing shopping centers in Hong Kong, but in developed cities in Europe and America, the prototype can be found with some differences in details. For example, the commercial model of Karaoke is not very popular in Europe and America, but is very popular in Hong Kong.

Nowadays, there are over 800 karaoke dance halls in Hong Kong. Some large dance halls have small stages and dance floors for rock bands to perform, such as the Black Swan Nightclub and the Night Snack Center. These dance halls also screen music and dance films on large screens, and tycoons often hire film and television stars to perform together, forming a diverse layout of dance halls.

With the status of Prince Huo, inviting several celebrities to attend the opening ceremony would easily generate hype for this karaoke bar without any difficulty. Simultaneously, he can also collaborate with the leading cinema chain companies in the current Hong Kong market to establish a high-end cinema.

When Linlou was planning the business format, he not only considered how to attract customers, but also took into account the Huo family's connections, trying to make it as effortless as possible for them to attract merchants to fill the shopping mall.

After listening, Xu Wenbiao, Li Qingxi, Liang Zhitian and others had no objections to the overall direction of the plan. They only made some detailed supplements from their professional perspectives, such as the delineation of commercial traffic lines, the distribution of indoor landscapes, and the design of interior decoration.

Cao Kaize, seated at the bottom, is responsible for taking meeting notes, recording everything they discuss, while also pondering the reasons behind these designs in his mind, and then comparing them to the department stores he has visited.

This kind of exercise is also very beneficial for him. He can get in touch with the whole process from initiation to completion of major projects at a young age, which is a very valuable improvement process for any architect.

Lin Lou glanced at Cao Kai, who was recording and pondering at the same time. Satisfied, he nodded and then began to summarize their opinions, without giving Cao Kai a chance to speak for the time being.

First, he just joined the firm and is not very familiar with the specific work of the firm. Second, he has been in China before and unlike Li Qingxi and others who have been abroad many times and have seen what shopping centers are like overseas, this is his first time traveling abroad. Moreover, what he has seen abroad are mostly classic projects, lacking the experience in this aspect, so naturally he cannot say much.

If it were another project, Lin Lou might have given him this opportunity, even if his speech was full of loopholes, listening to others' comments is also a process of improvement.

After the meeting, Lin compiled all the opinions and began to draw a rough sketch. Once the sketch was finished, he arranged to meet with young master Huo to discuss the overall direction.

After meeting the Duke Huo, Linlou presented a rough sketch to him, starting from a review of the development process of the Fragrant River Shopping Center, and continued to talk about the origin of this plan, ". . . . . The future competition of the Fragrant River Shopping Center will definitely be very intense. In the investigation process, we found that there are two similar-scale shopping centers being prepared near our area."

"If we continue to use old plans similar to theirs, it's afraid that our project will be difficult to stand out, so we must have new ideas! Increasing the proportion of leisure, dining, entertainment, and other formats in the shopping center has been a proven trend in places like New York and Paris. It seems that the developers in Hong Kong have not noticed this yet."

"With Mr. Huo's influence, whether it's attracting well-known cinema chains to build flagship theaters in the mall, or opening a high-end karaoke dance hall that can be considered top-notch in the whole of Hong Kong, there will be no problem at all! Plus, with the entry of some international top brands, I believe that when this mall just makes its debut, it will attract the attention of the entire Hong Kong!"

"By the way, when I was in Paris this time, I also had a conversation with Mr. Pierre Cardin about this project. He is very interested in this model and told me that if this project can be successful, he definitely wants a good position reserved for him. He plans to incorporate his flagship store in Hong Kong into this project!"

Pierre Cardin may not be a top-tier brand, but it is already sufficient in today's Hong Kong. Hong Kong has not yet reached the stage where the streets are filled with flagship stores of international luxury brands.

"Haha, if Mr. Pierre Cardin is willing to come, he can pick any place here as he likes!" The young Duke of Huo was very happy. I only asked you to handle the design, but I didn't expect you to even help me with the business development work.

Just the news of Pierre Cardin's new flagship store being established in his mall is enough to stir up other international big brands, not to mention the local popular brands in Hong Kong.

"Nowadays, the shopping centers in Hong Kong are mostly targeting the mid-range market. By elevating our positioning to the high-end, we immediately create a gap and avoid the intense competition in the saturated market. This will greatly reduce the level of competition. Additionally, by offering a diverse range of services, we aim to provide the people of Hong Kong with a one-stop destination for dining, entertainment, and shopping, further setting us apart from other shopping centers."

"When the project is completed, consumers won't feel bored even if they spend the whole day here during weekends or holidays."

Linlou said as he simulated it for Duke Huo according to the drawings, "A well-off white-collar couple. They meet on Saturday morning, have a Western-style breakfast at the upstairs restaurant, then go downstairs to buy cosmetics and clothes, and the morning is gone!"

"At noon, they can continue to come upstairs for lunch. After finishing their meal, the cinema should also start operating. They can go in to watch the latest romantic movie, then head to the adjacent karaoke hall to queue for a number. They can use the waiting time to sort out dinner, and just as they finish dinner, it's time for them to enter the karaoke hall."

"After entering, first enjoy the performances of Leslie Cheung and Anita Mui in the main hall, then go to the small hall to sing duets. Before we knew it, a day had passed like this!"

Speaking of this, Lin Lou made a joke, "It's a pity that the land here is a bit small. Otherwise, if we were to build another hotel, they wouldn't have to worry about where to go after finishing karaoke!"

"Haha, if that's the case, they could even play from Saturday morning to Sunday evening, and then check out on Monday morning to go to work directly if there's another office building!" Huo Dagongzi also laughed, and Linlou's description of the beautiful scene made him very excited.

"I have also been to the newly opened shopping centers in New York and Paris. Although the specific designs and business formats are different from your plan, the general direction is consistent. They all aim to make customers feel more comfortable, stay longer, and make more purchases in the shopping center!" Master Huo is also a knowledgeable person.

"Compared to shopping centers in New York and Paris, your plan is more suited to the consumption habits of the people in Hong Kong. Although arranging a cinema and karaoke dance hall in a shopping center differs from current trends, upon careful consideration, it aligns well with the preferences of Hong Kong residents and is sure to attract more customers to the shopping center!"

"As far as I'm concerned, I have great confidence in your plan. However, we need to follow the process in our work. I still need to discuss with the company's business management team. I will get back to you as soon as possible! Once I have any news, I will call and inform you!" Young Master Huo is still quite cautious in his approach."

The prospects described by Linlou are promising, but it is a new model that has never been done in the commercial real estate projects in Hong Kong and even in the world. Whether it can succeed is hard to say, so a market research must be conducted to find clients for in-depth communication to understand their thoughts.

This is a project worth billions, and the decision-making risk is really significant. It is necessary to conduct as thorough a demonstration as possible before making the final decision.

Regarding this, Lin has no objections. This is also the process that should be involved in business activities. "After I go back, I will continue to refine the plan and strive to persuade the experts of your company at the next meeting to pass this plan as soon as possible!"

Lin Lou estimated that this period of time would not be too long. With so many commercial centers already under construction or in the planning stages, Master Huo must be eager to have his own shopping center debut as soon as possible in order to seize the initiative. In the world of retail, being late even by a single step can mean missing out on everything, no matter how good the plan is.

"Based on the current state of communication, as long as the market research findings do not deviate significantly, the probability of success is still very high!" Before leaving, Master Huo gave Lin Lou a reassurance pill.

After returning, Linlou arranged for employees from the Hong Kong branch, including Xu Wenbiao, to continue the market research. The last survey focused on the general direction, while this time the focus is on details such as the size of single-story shops that meet the needs of merchants and the preferences of consumers, as well as how to arrange the flues for multiple floors upstairs to meet the needs of different Eastern and Western catering establishments.

To do a good job with a large shopping center, while the overall direction is important, we must not overlook these details. After all, whether a shopping center can ultimately be successful depends on these details.

With such a large project, the design fees are calculated in millions of Hong Kong dollars. Thinking about the upcoming bonus and high commissions, Xu Wenbiao, Liang Zhitian, and others are all full of enthusiasm!

As long as they do a good job on this project, they can consider buying a luxury car or changing their house. After this project becomes successful, there will definitely be more similar projects knocking at their door. By then, they can even consider buying a single-family villa.

"Boss, do you think we should add a few more people? There are more and more projects at the firm, and I'm afraid we don't have enough manpower." asked Xu Wenbiao.

"No problem, you are in charge of the initial selection. For the ordinary candidates, you can discuss and decide with Zhitian. For the more important ones, I will conduct the final interview when I come to Hong Kong next time. As long as they are suitable, we can let them start working. Ultimately, I must hold the final authority in personnel matters to avoid being sidelined in the future."

At the same time, Lin's building also has different requirements for its personnel compared to other firms in Fragrant River today. Professional skills are naturally necessary, and in addition, their character must also be reliable. He does not want to bring a group of troublemakers into his own firm.

"I'll arrange for the publication of the job advertisement shortly. Boss, our firm is very popular now. Young architects from all over Hong Kong want to join us. Once the advertisement is out, I reckon the line for interviews will extend from Causeway Bay to Central!" The craze sparked by the Peak Club is far from over yet.

Going to the mountain top club for business entertainment has become a common choice for many tycoons in Hong Kong. At the same time, several universities in Hong Kong that have architecture programs have organized teachers and students to visit. At this time, releasing a recruitment message will definitely attract plenty of applicants.

"Oh, does Hong Kong have so many people studying architecture?" Even though it's not far from Causeway Bay to Central, Xu Wenbiao's statement is still an exaggeration.

After finishing these tasks, Lin and the others can finally go back. It took about ten days this time, and they missed quite a few teaching duties at school. Fortunately, Jingqiu, Xujia Ping, and others exchanged classes with Lin while he was away, so he can make them up when he returns.

Regarding the "Appreciation of Classical Architecture" course, Lin chose the Langham Church this time. Since he just brought back first-hand information from France, it is really appropriate to talk about it.

Through a series of large photographs and hand-drawn artworks from different angles, Lin Lou presented the charm of the Langxiang Church to the students of Tsinghua University's architectural department.

Oh, I'm mistaken. Nowadays, the students attending this course are not only from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. There are also many students from other departments who come. Although they do not specialize in architecture, they can also appreciate the beauty conveyed by classical architectural works.

There are also some architecture students from other universities who specifically come to attend the lecture! Cao Kai even saw several of his classmates from Tianjin University in the audience. He went over to ask, and some of them were doing internships in Beijing and rushed over upon hearing the news, while others took the weekend to come by train to attend the lecture.

Lin Lou was also taken aback when he heard the news. The intercity express train that can now reach Tianjin from Beijing in half an hour is still far from being opened. The regular train service has not been sped up either, so it would take four or five hours to travel by slow train. It would take a total of nine or ten hours just to attend a single class. It’s truly admirable to have such a strong desire for learning.

After making up for the classes missed due to his business trip, Lin resumed his normal work at the office, juggling daily tasks while preparing for the book "General Architecture" by Commissioner Wu.

At this time, another thing disrupted his plan. Mr. Wu, who was in charge of external contacts for the architecture department, brought him an invitation letter. "Xiaolou, this academic conference specifically named you as a participant. If you have time, try to attend! The conference has a high standard, and there will be many important figures from the architecture industry present."

The update tomorrow may be delayed.
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When it comes to academic conferences, Lin Lou has attended quite a few. Whether it is the design techniques used in projects such as Xiangshan Hotel, Linzhou University Library, Hokou Middle School Teaching Building, and the new office building of the Shanghai Youth League Committee, or the compilation of "A History of Foreign Modern Architecture" and other works introducing foreign architectural theories, or the articles published in various journals and magazines, they have all attracted great attention in the architectural field and received many invitations.

At these academic conferences, Lin made a special presentation for the most part and received good feedback, but Teacher Wu did not remind us so earnestly before.

Linlou asked curiously,"What kind of meeting? Which unit is hosting it? What is the theme? It must not be a regular academic conference, right? Otherwise, he wouldn't be taking it so seriously."

"The Ministry of Construction initiated the core themes, including summarizing the changes in the domestic construction industry since the reform and opening up, and discussing the future development direction of architectural design work. Next is to discuss some urgent issues that need to be addressed, and perhaps introduce some pilot projects to carry out beneficial explorations." Mr. Wu introduced.

"There will be quite a few of us from Tsinghua this time. Besides you, Commissioner Wu and Teacher Guan will also be there. Oh, and I almost forgot, Professor Li has also been invited. The organizers have invited him to give a speech on garden design in the new era. As for you, the length of the speech has been determined, but the topic has not been finalized!" With that, he took out an invitation and handed it to Linlou.

Lin took a look at the document and saw that it was for Li Qingxi. He put it away to give it to Li Qingxi when he went back later. He had indeed made some new contributions in the field of garden design, and although he was still young, he was qualified to attend such meetings.

"The reason for this, the organizers have also told me, is mainly because the field you are involved in is quite broad. Whether it is architectural design or architectural theory, you are qualified to speak at this conference, so they are not sure how to assign you. In the end, it depends on your thoughts. When you go back, think it over first, then hurry up and finish writing the speech before the deadline specified in the invitation letter, send it over, and then they will arrange accordingly based on your draft."

"Okay, thank you Teacher Wu. I'll go back and think about it!" After leaving the office, Lin went to inquire about the situation from Commissioner Wu and Academician Guan.

These two have already been arranged. Commissioner Wu will speak on urban planning, and Academician Guan will discuss architectural design. Both of them will have more time than Lin, after all, their qualifications are much deeper than Lin's.

However, Linlou has been around for quite a long time, more than twice as long as Li Qingxi's, and he can also freely choose the theme. This is longer than most of the previous generation of architects' speech time. As for Linlou's peers, it's already good enough for them to be taken by teachers to listen to speeches, let alone have the chance to take the stage.

After returning, everyone looked at the invitation letter with envy. Being invited to participate in such a prestigious academic conference and deliver a speech indicates that Lin and Li's status in the industry is already established, they still have to work harder.

"Luckily, fortunately, in recent years, landscaping has been easily successful. I have also benefited from the attention of Xiao Lou, and have been able to see so much information from foreign masters and visit their sites to learn. This kind of opportunity is not as easy in comparison to architecture, water, electricity, and HVAC, but I guess you will all receive an invitation for the next meeting!" Li Qingxi laughed so much that he couldn't close his mouth.

Li Qingxi's words are also true. The theoretical research and practical application of garden architecture is one of the fastest-growing architectural types after the chaos. After the concept of foreign landscape architecture spread to China, Chinese architects quickly expanded and developed the field of garden architecture.

Developing landscape architecture is derived from traditional gardens. Some inherit the essence of ancient Chinese gardens and construct gardens or architectural complexes in a traditional style, some create new gardens, some improve the urban environment by integrating urban landscape systems, and others lead the restoration of ancient famous gardens and buildings.

Many garden architects have achieved remarkable success in different ways. One of the most famous is the Fangta Garden designed by Feng Jizhong from Tongji University. The He Lou Xuan Teahouse within the garden uses a grass-roof bamboo structure design, preserving the local farmhouse cultural heritage. At the same time, it incorporates intricate steel structural design, making the building more transparent and lightweight. The connection with the bamboo decorations exudes a modern atmosphere, making it a masterpiece and a benchmark for many architects to learn from in the future.

Furthermore, there is also the Jiangsu Provincial Painting Academy Siming Mountain Villa designed by Jiangsu Institute of Architectural Design. This is a group of classical Jiangnan architecture, and architect Yao Yucheng utilized the undulating features of the terrain to design the architectural complex into three different courtyards of varying heights, in harmony with the elegant and picturesque ambiance of classical garden architecture. The layout of water management, planting, and mountain construction is very sophisticated, with exquisite details.

As for Li Qingxi, he combined the essence of Western masters such as Barragan with the foundation of classical gardens, paving a new path. In his landscape designs for projects such as the library of Linzhou University, the Xiangjiang Club on the mountaintop, and the main stadium of the Beijing Asian Games, he introduced changes that impressed those in the industry, earning their appreciation and the opportunity to speak at the conference.

Everyone knows that landscape architecture is developing rapidly these days, although there may still be some envy in their hearts. However, the working atmosphere at Linlou's firm is good, so there is no one who is really jealous.

And with such great opportunities and conditions at the firm, they have also made rapid progress. Didn't Xu Jiaping and Feng Shaoping also win the design of the Asian Games venues before? So everyone started congratulating them after envying them.

After calming down, Lin returned to his office to consider what kind of speech to make. He knew that this meeting was not only academic but would also have a huge impact on the future policies and trends in the domestic architecture industry, with both positive and negative effects.

The advantage is that it will further relax the constraints on architects and allow architectural design to enter a more market-oriented competition, and many advanced new theories will also be accepted by domestic architects, and so on.

The dark side also has many aspects, which is inevitable during the period of transformation. The most typical one is the proliferation of large roof designs. In the future, there may even be mandatory administrative orders requiring large buildings in Beijing to have large roofs, which has caused architects to complain incessantly.

Large roofs are not necessarily bad, it depends on where they are used. However, during this period, regardless of whether the building is suitable for a large roof design, they must be incorporated, resulting in a plethora of buildings that are frustrating to criticize.

This trend lasted for many years before it was suppressed. After it ended, the new architecture no longer required large roofs. However, Academician Guan adopted the scheme of a large roof in the design of the new Peking University Library, and it was unanimously praised by the architectural community.

The reason is that Peking University Library is located in the central area of Yan Yuan, surrounded by traditional buildings with large roofs. The original library was built in the 1970s, and it was a practical, boxy, flat-roofed building that stood out awkwardly in the overall environment of Yan Yuan.

The site for the library expansion is the core location and axis of the entire area. In Academician Guan's view, the new building should play a leading role in the overall environment, and it is natural to adopt a large roof form, not for any other reason, but because this location needs such a building to command the overall situation.

Regarding the large roof, it has been tossed back and forth in the architectural world several times. Sometimes there is a rush to embrace it, sometimes it is completely rejected, and sometimes it re-emerges. In the view of Lin Lou, none of these approaches are desirable. It is most appropriate to judge whether the design of a large roof is suitable for use by starting from practicality and the surrounding environment, just like Academician Guan.

The history of this phenomenon is quite complex, involving the attempts of Western architects in China, the influence of Soviet architects on nationalization, as well as some administrative influences. Architects are sometimes ecstatic about it, and sometimes they are in unbearable pain.

At present, it is the beginning of a painful time for architects. When Lin Lou was studying, he heard his teachers who had experienced this storm complain countless times. He had a deep memory of this, so now that he has caught up, naturally he has to do something.

The most important reason for pursuing a large roof is the administrative order to "regain the ancient capital style". However, many architects in Linlou believe that there are plenty of ways to protect the old city of Beijing, and uniformly adding a large roof to all houses is clearly the least desirable option.

To improve the living quality of Beijing residents while preserving the original appearance of the old city area, the Juer Hutong plan is definitely better than the large roof; to embody the essence of traditional architectural culture in new buildings, the attempts in the Xiangshan Hotel and the Beijing Olympic Sports Center project by the Lin Lou are worth learning from, these are all very good solutions.

Therefore, Linlou decided to set the theme of this meeting's speech in this direction. He had collected a large amount of information on the protection of old city areas in Paris and Tokyo before, and combined with his own experience, he can definitely write a great article!

In doing so, it may inevitably affect the interests of many people, leading to conflicts. However, it is often the case that in order to excel in any field, one cannot avoid facing similar challenges. If he wants to become an influential architect like Wu, he will undoubtedly encounter similar tests.

The greenhouse cannot produce brilliant flowers, only after experiencing wind, water, and rain can we see a rainbow. While facing strong opposition this time, the ultimate result has proven that this path is not feasible.

Moreover, Linlou is not fighting alone right now. Member Wu, Academician Guan, and others hold the same views as him. In addition, the many articles he has written and projects he has undertaken have already proven his ability in this regard.

He can write this article and openly debate with those opposing individuals in the conference, both in terms of capability and influence.

Liu spent some time organizing the information on the preservation of old city areas in Paris and Tokyo. Then, based on his own practical experience and the successes and failures of China in this area in the past, he wrote a speech. After that, he took it to show to Commissioner Wu and Academician Guan.

After reading the article, the two of them looked somewhat conflicted. Strictly from an academic perspective, Lin's article is written exceptionally well, with detailed information and rigorous argumentation. It would be more than sufficient as a presentation at this kind of conference. However, this conference is not just about academic matters; Lin's article might offend some people.

They also expressed their concerns to Linlou, and Linlou thanked the two teachers for their care and said that he had known about these things for a long time. However, in order to prevent Chinese architecture from going astray, he is still willing to bear this pressure.

This time, the two teachers had nothing to say. Their gaze towards him softened a bit. It's indeed valuable to have a talented architect, but it's even rarer to have an architect who is willing to take on responsibility.

"Since you have already made up your mind, then go ahead and do it. Us old folks can still help you out a bit!" The two teachers patted his shoulder and encouraged him.

When Lin Lou sent the speech in advance, the organizing committee hesitated. They were well aware of the sensitivity of the topic, so they consulted with others. At this point, Commissioner Wu's influence came into play. He and Academician Guan simultaneously expressed their support for Lin Lou. As a result, the organizing committee had no choice but to let Lin Lou make no changes to the speech.

When it was time for the official speech, Lin Lou had not finished speaking. There was a buzz from the audience below, and everyone began to discuss Lin Lou's script in whispers.

Many people are considering how to refute Lin's speech, some because of their adherence to their own beliefs, and others due to their own interests. Because of their in-depth research on the "Big Roof", if this trend can be initiated, they will be able to gain more design opportunities. If not, given their age, they may have a hard time adapting to other styles and end up doing nothing.

So despite the high quality of Lin's article, at the end of the speech, many people stood up to refute it. Lin remained calm and systematically rebutted their attacks one by one.

In addition, there are also many experts on site who oppose the large roof. They have also come out to express their support for the forest building, gradually overwhelming their opponents.

Due to time constraints, a final conclusion could not be reached in this debate. However, based on the feedback received afterwards, at least in the field of experts, those against the large roof still held the upper hand. As for other channels, the influence of Member Wu and others can also come into play.

And, Linlou also got to know many people in the Asian Games committee, and even his family could provide him with some convenience. Under the influence of many factors, Linlou felt that the trend of the big rooftop might not be as severe as it was in history.

After the argument, Lin continued to participate in the meeting. During this meeting, further discussions were held on opening up the architectural design field and deepening the reform of bidding and tendering in the construction field.

In addition, the Ministry of Construction also plans to start new pilot programs in three cities nationwide in the near future to conduct some new experiments in the field of construction. Upon hearing this, Mr. Lin also became interested.

"Ah, originally I planned to write about ten chapters on this topic. I've looked up a lot of information before, but considering potential censorship issues, I can only touch on it briefly. The pace is a bit off, so tomorrow's update will be delayed."
Chapter 525 Sichuan Prefecture New Village

"Comrades, with the deepening of reform and opening up, the demand for urban housing continues to increase. How to meet these new residential needs has become an urgent issue for us to solve!" The leader spoke confidently on the stage.

"Among the fifty key technological research projects identified by the State Economic and Trade Commission during the Seventh Five-Year Plan period, one focuses on urban experimental residential communities. In order to support this initiative, the Ministry of Construction plans to conduct large-scale, multi-objective scientific experiments in the cities of Tianjin, Jinan, and Wuxi as test sites."

"To verify what kind of planning, technology, and architectural design are needed to build urban residential communities under new historical conditions and new economic situation!"

Many older delegates present in the audience are not unfamiliar with such matters, as similar attempts have been made many times in the history of New China.

At the beginning of the founding of the country in 1949, the residential environment in most cities presented a polarized state. The majority of urban residents and the lower class lived in low, dilapidated buildings with a lack of public facilities and extremely poor sanitary conditions, resulting in the formation of slums with harsh living conditions in many major cities.

The contrast between the housing of the few wealthy and the middle class is evident, even in many of the old urban areas of major cities today. The villas near the former governor's office in Qingdao and the western-style houses on the Bund in Shanghai are not outdated even in the 21st century.

In the eyes of some people, this situation has become a strong indication of the high level of foreign architecture and urban planning. They often compare the beautiful buildings and modern residential areas in foreign cities to their own living quarters, criticizing their own residential areas and even lamenting the level of urban planning and architectural design in China.

The level of urban planning and architectural design in China does have many things worth criticizing, but those who criticize are targeting the wrong thing. Those villas and old colonial houses were once the residences of the upper class. How can they be anything but beautiful and good? If you envy such houses, have you ever thought about what social class you belong to?

If the country relaxes the approval of villa areas, allowing the super-rich to freely build villas, and then you go visit their community, I don't know what you would say. Probably, you would criticize the government for inaction and the huge wealth gap, right?

At that time, the per capita residential area in most cities was less than three square meters, and in some cities like Dalian and Chongqing, it was only a little over one square meter. In such a situation, the government invested relatively little in constructing a large number of worker’s new villages in major and medium-sized cities, and deeply explored this new form of residence.

Representative projects include Cao Yang New Village in Shanghai, the Million Village Residential Area in the West Suburb of Beijing, Zhongshanmen Workers' New Village in Tianjin, Workers' New Village in Jinan, Workers' Residential Area in Anshan, and the Workers' Residential Area in Tiexi, Shenyang, and so on.

The planning and design of these projects are relatively formal, utilizing the appropriate planning and design techniques, pioneering the modern residential area planning and architectural design in China, and accumulating valuable experience.

There are many architects in their sixties and seventies present, who had participated in the planning and design of the workers' new village back in the day. Even those in their forties and fifties had assisted their teachers, so they are all very familiar with this work.

"Isn't this just like when Caoyang New Village was built back then? I even participated in the design of Caoyang New Village with my teacher." Someone remembered their glorious past.

"When planning, we fully considered the natural terrain of the plot. The buildings follow the trend of the small river, adapting to the terrain and adopting a free layout, in line with the then-popular international concept of garden city. The residential layouts are simple, well-lit, and mostly designed as single-household units with spacious rooms..."

The community has also constructed public facilities such as banks, cooperatives, post offices, cultural centers, and others, which can basically meet various daily needs without leaving the community. Since its completion, people from all over the country have come to visit and learn, becoming a model for learning at that time.

"To be honest, living in this kind of residential area is much more comfortable than living in high-rise buildings! Due to various reasons, in the later stage of urban construction, the proportion of high-rise buildings is much larger than that of worker's new villages."

"This is inevitable. Compared to the tube-shaped buildings, the Workers' New Village requires a larger area of land and the construction cost is also much higher. We didn't have the money at that time!"

"Teacher, if we can take on the design task of a pilot project, can't we also become an example for the whole country to follow?" The teacher, being old, always likes to look back at the past glory, while the student, being young, is more concerned with the present.

He immediately thought of the numerous benefits gained by his teacher's teacher after participating in the design of Caoyang New Village. This project helped his teacher's teacher accumulate a deep expertise and became a leading figure in the national architectural industry. Now a similar opportunity is presented before him. If he could replicate the success of his teacher's teacher, then wouldn't he also become a leading figure in the industry in a few years?

"The arrangement of Tianjin, Jinan, and Wuxi as pilot cities in the department is also carefully considered. These three places belong to the northern, southern, and transitional zones between the north and south, with different climate characteristics. If they can all be successful, then these experiences can be quickly promoted to most parts of the country!"

"Our unit is located in the Jiangnan region and is not very familiar with the climate characteristics and living habits of the northern and transitional areas, so it's better to strive for Wuxi's pilot project! Haha, my teacher participated in the design of Caoyang New Village back in the day. If I participate in this pilot construction, it will be a wonderful story for both the master and the disciple to participate in the residential pilot project at the same time."

The teacher is really moved. Although he is not young anymore and his energy is also declining, he still wants to participate in such a big project no matter what.

"Xiaolou, should we give it a try too?" Li Qingxi also knew about the reaction caused in the construction industry by Caoyang Xincun and the Baiwanzhuang residential area back then, so he also had the idea of participating.

Linlou has a clearer understanding of the significance of this pilot test than Li Qingxi. The three confirmed projects for this pilot test are Tiajin Chuanfu New Village, Wuxi Qinyuan New Village, and Jinan Yanzishan New Village.

These three pilot projects have left a significant mark in the history of China's real estate development. In the future, when people summarize the forty iconic firsts in the forty years of real estate, Tianjin Chuanfu New Village, Wuxi Qinyuan New Village, and Jinan Yanzishan New Village will be listed as the first pilot residential communities in the cities.

The construction of these three communities, the convening of the first national housing system reform work conference of the State Council, the completion of the first land auction in Shenzhen, and the establishment of the first real estate company, China Resources, have opened the era of great development of China's real estate.

So, although the influence of these three pilot communities is not as great as Caoyang Xincun, Baiwanzhuang Community, and Tiexi Workers' Residential Area, Linlou still wants to participate.

Just like the criticism just now, for a long time, the new residential buildings for ordinary urban residents in China have mostly been dominated by high-rise buildings. Such buildings can only meet basic residential needs, and can hardly be considered as enhancing the quality of life. In recent years, the quality of residential buildings constructed by various units is also uneven, and there is indeed an urgent need for several model projects.

Let architects and the general public in the country see what kind of houses are suitable for living, so Lin Lou immediately expressed support.

Li Qingxi was very happy. This gave him another opportunity to showcase his abilities. According to the recent speech by the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development on stage, the pilot areas in these three cities are not small, with a minimum area of at least 100,000 square meters.

If placed in the era when Linlou was built, a 100,000 square meter residential area would at most consist of three high-rise residential buildings. However, the construction technology of high-rise residential buildings is not advanced enough at present, and urban land is not so scarce, so these residential areas are mostly made up of low-rise buildings, which increases the land area significantly.

The data mentioned in the leader's speech shows that the land area of these three communities is all over 100,000 square meters, and the plot ratio is around 1. This requires a large amount of landscape design, providing new opportunities for Li Qingxi.

He is not like many landscape architects who only focus on high-end or pure landscape design. He is also very interested in the landscape design of ordinary residential areas. Under Lin's recommendation, he has reviewed many cases and materials of world-renowned landscape design companies such as Begaolin and Yidao Landscape.

When Lin Lou recommended it to him at the beginning, he even thought of a joke. In the future, when international big companies like Baer and Goldman enter the domestic market, many real estate developers are very welcome, because the signboards of these companies can add highlights to their projects. When publicizing, just mentioning that our community's landscape is designed by the world-renowned company Baer and Goldman, the house prices can increase a lot.

However, when the real estate company saw their offer, they were a bit reluctant. As a result, various speculative and shrewd methods emerged. Those who were more cautious would spend a little money to hire Bell & Green as consultants, and then find a cheaper landscape company to do the design. When advertising, they would use the name of Bell & Green, but they only needed the name anyway.

This is similar to many residential communities boasting about having top-notch property management such as Savills or CBRE, when in reality they are just hiring these companies as consultants to lend their name.

If you have even more courage, you might as well just go find a fake Bellagio. Many landscaping companies have seen real estate developers' pursuit of international big brands and deliberately registered similar names to cater to their preferences. Although the developers are aware of this, they do not expose it, as they can spend less money and enjoy the convenience provided by international big brands. Who wouldn't be happy?

So, when Lin Lou bought a house, he paid great attention to these details. No matter how much the developer boasted, he would verify the information in his own way to avoid being fooled.

After the joyous conclusion, Li Qingxi frowned again and said, "But I listened for a long time just now and I didn't hear the leader mention who will be in charge of these projects, and how we can strive for and participate in them."

"Usually, the main focus should be on the local architectural design units!" You don't know, I am very clear about it. When I took the course on "History of Chinese Architecture", the architectural planning and design units for these three communities were clearly stated. "The pilot project in Wuxi should be handled by Wuxi Municipal Institute, while I think the one in Jinan may be by Shandong Province Institute or Jinan Municipal Institute, right?"

"What about Tianjin?" Li Qingxi initially favored the Tianjin project primarily because of its proximity. Travelling to Wuxi and Jinan would take over a day by train, and although flying would be faster, it would still be inconvenient to travel to and from the airport. Additionally, there are fewer flights, so it wouldn't be possible to make a same-day round trip.

It's much more convenient to go to Tianjin. The distance from Beijing to Tianjin is only a little over a hundred kilometers. The company arranged for a car to take them there, and it only takes about three hours to get there. They can go for a meeting in the morning and be back home for dinner in the evening.

The situation with this project in Tianjin is hard to say. Normally, it should be under the jurisdiction of Tianjin Institute or Tianjin University Institute. However, this pilot project is close to Beijing, so it's possible that the ministry might want to be directly involved. In that case, it might be assigned to the design unit under the ministry. Additionally, other design units in Beijing might also strive for it!

The design of this project was also remembered by Lin Lou, and it was completed by Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute, Tsinghua University, and Architectural Standard Design Research Institute. As for the reason, I suppose it should be similar to what he guessed.

"So many units competing for one project, it might be difficult for us to participate!" Li Qingxi sighed. He was well aware that winning such a project was not just a matter of technical expertise; the influence of the unit played a big role in success.

"Commissioner Wu has been responsible for the urban planning of Beijing. He must be very interested in this project. Let's go find Commissioner Wu later. If he supports us, it wouldn't be a problem for us to participate in this project even if we can't take it on independently!" Since Tsinghua University is on the final list, Lin Lou is not worried about not being able to participate.

"Exactly, even though this project is in Tianjin, the purpose is to explore the construction of residential communities in the northern climate, and the verified experience can be directly applied to Beijing. It's unreasonable for Commissioner Wu not to participate, given his status and affiliation with Tsinghua." Li Qingxi nodded slowly.

Then Li Qingxi showed a sly smile on his face, deliberately glancing at the representatives of Tian Da next to him. This project is right at Tian Da's doorstep. If Tsinghua University ends up participating and Tian Da is not eligible, won't that make Tian Da very upset?

After the meeting, Lin and Li went to find Commissioner Wu and Academician Guan together, expressing their intention to participate. Commissioner Wu smiled and said, "I was just discussing with Old Guan about the possibility of having Tsinghua University also involved, to see if we can secure the design task for this pilot project in Tianjin. I didn't expect you to be more proactive than me."

"With the current workload of projects on your plate, will you be able to handle it all? Besides, these pilot projects might not offer high design fees, so they definitely won't be on par with your standards in other projects. Are you willing to take them on?" Member Wu asked. While he certainly hoped that Lin would participate, he also had some concerns.

There are some things at home, so I'm just now getting started on coding. Another chapter will be coming later.
Chapter 526 Who is in charge

"The number of projects in my hands is a bit more compared to architects of other architectural design firms, but it's nothing compared to major architectural firms abroad, such as Mr. I.M. Pei. Mr. I.M. Pei usually handles a dozen or even dozens of projects simultaneously every year, and sometimes Foster handles as many as hundreds of projects."

Compared to them, Linlou currently only has about ten projects at hand, which is nothing at all. And it's impossible for him to be in charge of all these projects from start to finish. Except for a few projects, the majority of them are like the residential buildings of the Linzhou education system, where he lets his subordinates do the initial work, and he is responsible for the final production and inspection.

If his employees can't solve the problem, he will take action, just like adding several covered walkways to the residential buildings of the Linzhou educational system to solve the problem of no elevators.

A great architect shouldn't spend all their time on basic blueprints. While they can naturally do these tasks, they can also be done by newly graduated designers. Rather than having them take on these tedious tasks, it's better to save their time and use it in more valuable ways.

Commissioner Wu also studied with Shalining back in the day, so he is familiar with the practices of large foreign architectural firms. Therefore, when Lin mentioned this, he understood and nodded slightly with a smile.

"As for income, to be honest, both Mr. Li and I are basically not lacking money now. Moreover, we do not want to make earning money the highest goal of our professional careers. If there is an opportunity to participate in more valuable projects, it's completely okay to earn less in design fees." Lin Lou said sincerely.

In fact, the money he earns from his architectural firm is not even a fraction of what Outek Company makes. Even the profits from Cisco are slowly catching up. He already has more money than he can spend, so he can naturally pursue other things more freely.

Employees at the Hong Kong branch of Hui Man-kit and Leung Chi-tin may grumble in their hearts about it, but Li Qingxi and the others will not. Although the changes in the mainland have been rapid in recent years, they have not evolved to the point of money being paramount as it is in Hong Kong. Moreover, with their current monthly income of several thousand to tens of thousands of dollars, they have long achieved financial freedom.

The big house is there, imported appliances are there, and you can often travel abroad to broaden your horizons. Nowadays, there are no aristocratic kindergartens or prestigious schools. The children in Beijing haven't turned into over-pressured students. Even if they want to spend money, there's nowhere to spend it. The bonuses and salaries they receive basically just lie quietly in their bank accounts.

Under these conditions, naturally they also want to pursue something beyond money, like what Lin Building is doing, and participating in the national major scientific research project pilot led by the Ministry of Construction is very attractive to them.

There is no need to discuss how much convenience it can provide for their future development within the system. Just by enabling more ordinary residents to live in better houses, it can excite them endlessly. From the perspective of intellectuals, this is "sheltering all under the great sky, everyone beams with joy", and from the perspective of party members, this is for the widespread benefit of the ordinary people.

The psychological satisfaction gained from participating in this kind of project is not something that can be compared to just a bonus. So, after Lin Lou finished speaking, Li Qingxi also expressed her opinion, "If I were to participate in such a project, I wouldn't need any money!"

Member Wu and Academician Guan exchanged a glance and then both smiled. Compared to Lin and Li, this kind of patriotism only increases rather than diminishes in their hearts. Sacrificing personal interests for the collective benefit is a common occurrence for them, and seeing others stepping up now brings them comfort.

"To be honest, when it comes to these pilot projects, Tsinghua definitely aims to secure one. From the perspective of experience and practical convenience, the project in Tianjin is the one we most want. However, competing with the Tianjin Municipal Institute, the design institute under the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, and Tianjin University is not a simple matter," Member Wu knew about this news earlier than them and understood the competition they would face.

"Yes, this project has a significant impact. As a leading institution in the field of domestic architecture, we also have a responsibility to make a great effort in it. We should strive to create a good model!" Academician Guan shares the same mindset.

"You've seen a lot of residential projects in Hong Kong and abroad, so you have a lot of experience in this area. The Linzhou Education System Family Housing Project you previously worked on was highly praised by the first party. In addition to creatively solving the elevator issue, the layout design and other details have surpassed the prevailing residential design concepts in China. If you are willing to participate, I would be delighted." Commissioner Wu usually pays a lot of attention to the Lin Building, otherwise he wouldn't know these details."

The residential buildings of Linzhou education system are leading in many aspects compared to similar domestic projects. When Commissioner Wu first saw the drawings, he studied them for a long time. With the strong support from Linzhou, the hope of Tsinghua's victory has increased.

Although Linlou is still very young, if we talk about the projects he has completed, the number may not compare to those of the older generation of architects, but in terms of quality, there is no problem. He has designed teaching buildings, sports venues, airports, museums, libraries, office buildings, and even residential buildings, all of which have surpassed others. Such a talent is rare to find nationwide.

Moreover, he is very familiar with various new technologies and new architectural concepts. The country has chosen these few pilot projects as one of the key scientific research projects during the Seventh Five-Year Plan period, isn't it just to make new breakthroughs in technology and theory in order to enable ordinary people to enjoy a better living environment? In this respect, Linlou even has an advantage over those older, more experienced architects.

"According to my understanding, the Ministry of Construction intends to invite a few reputable firms to participate in the design of these projects. The main requirements are: first, familiarity with residential design. In this regard, you have experience with the construction of the Linzhou Education System's staff quarters, which is not much inferior to others. Moreover, your experience with the renovation of traditional Chinese courtyard houses can also be considered within the scope of residential design."

Although Linlou has only completed two or three residential projects, which pales in comparison to other architects vying for the same qualifications, both the Linzhou Education System staff housing and the renovated Siheyuan have showcased some innovative aspects, which to a certain extent, compensate for the lack of experience.

"The next step is to be familiar with the climate conditions and living habits of the pilot areas. You have been in Beijing for five or six years and have also worked on several projects, so there should be no problem in this aspect! Whether it's the Xiangshan Hotel or the Heku Middle School teaching building, the impact of the climate has been fully considered in the design process, and targeted designs have been made."

"The climate in Tianjin is generally similar to that of Beijing, so in this case, we can only focus on the pilot project in Tianjin. But it's okay, because Commissioner Wu originally had his sights set on this project. As for the projects in Jinan and Wuxi, we will leave it to the local architectural design units!"

"Furthermore, you have a leading edge in understanding new technologies and concepts compared to your competitors. Considering these three aspects altogether, we still have an advantage!" Commissioner Wu appeared very informed.

The Linlou Building is the same. Commissioner Wu just wants to participate in the competition. He knows that Tsinghua really has such an opportunity. Others are competing with other architectural design units, while he only needs to compete with the architects within Tsinghua. As long as he can convince Commissioner Wu, then this opportunity will be his.

Sure enough, when I returned to school, I heard that many people sounded the alarm when they found out that Lin wanted to participate in this project. Those on the outside may have a better impression, but they are in constant contact with Lin and understand his abilities inside out. The project that caught his eye, whether in terms of technical expertise or networks, is beyond our comparison!

In terms of capabilities, they have received so many major projects and won so many international awards, so they are definitely superior to them. As for connections, although Commissioner Wu did not officially accept him as his research student, he treats him like a closed-door disciple on weekdays. The projects that the disciple of the head of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University is interested in, who can compete for them?

The internal conflicts at Tsinghua University have not yet come to an end, but conflicts at a higher level have just begun. Beijing's situation is unique, and having the pilot project here carries a high risk. However, the Ministry of Construction is unwilling to have the pilot program too far away from themselves. Therefore, the best choice is Tianjin. They have put in so much effort, surely they want to have this pilot project under their control.

Tianjin and Wuxi are too far away. It's okay to hand it over to the local architectural design unit, but Tianjin is right under our noses. It wouldn't be meaningful to let others take it over. After all, there are so many directly affiliated architectural design units under the Ministry of Construction. Whether it's the Design Institute of the Ministry of Construction or the Institute of Building Design and Research, they are all well-known flags in the field of architectural design in China.

But this is not good in Beijing, no matter what you do, there are a large number of powerful units. The Ministry of Construction's design institute and the Institute of Building Design Standards are indeed strong, but other design units are not to be underestimated either, such as Tsinghua University, the Second and Sixth Design Institutes of Mechanical Industry, and the Beijing Municipal Institute, and so on. There are countless top-ranking design units in the country.

With the local powerful figures in Tianjin, as well as institutions like the Tianjin Municipal Court and Tianjin University, these organizations are also considered to be top-notch within the country, and are definitely not inferior to the design institutes under the Ministry of Construction.

And they also have their own personal connections. It might not be very realistic for the Ministry of Construction to take the pilot project in Tianjin into their own hands through administrative means.

Leaving the rest aside, let's talk about Commissioner Wu. When she presides over the urban planning of Beijing, she often deals with the officials from the State Council. Sometimes, what she says in front of them is more effective than the top leaders of the ministry. It is definitely unrealistic to exclude her from the pilot project.

If Congressman Wu is not happy, he will directly find the leader and go to another place to get a piece of land, rebuild a pilot project, and finally make it even better than what was originally created. This would seriously damage the face of the Ministry of Construction.

So what else can we do? When they saw Representative Wu from Tsinghua University making demands to participate in this project, they had no choice but to agree.

And that's not all. In order to set up this pilot project, Tianjin Municipality has earmarked such a large piece of land. In the future, all the construction teams and building materials needed for the pilot project will need to be coordinated by Tianjin Municipality. You can't possibly expect them to be completely uninvolved, can you?

If that's the case, Tianjin City will definitely not be happy. Even if they don't openly oppose it, they will find some excuse to delay the arrival of building materials for a few days. It will be enough to give them a hard time. Don't let it end up with the pilot projects in Jinan and Wuxi being completed while our own is still not finished, otherwise they will lose face.

"Okay, let's settle on that then! Tianjin Municipality's pilot project is collectively managed by three architectural design units. Our department's Architectural Design Standard Research Institute is one of them. This project is designed to be an experiment for future architectural design standards. If they don't participate, how will we establish the standards in the future?"

"Furthermore, the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University is the most powerful architecture research unit in our country, so they also need to be considered. We placed the pilot project in Tianjin, so we need to consider the sentiments of the local authorities. Therefore, let's also invite representatives from the Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute to participate in the project. In the end, we can only compromise and allow representatives from various parties to participate in this project."

As for other units, this project is located in Tianjin. What does it have to do with your Beijing office? This is a pilot project initiated by the Ministry of Construction. Your Ministry of Machinery should not get involved, right? If Tianjin University has any objections, they can talk to the municipal government. After all, it was the Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute that proposed this.

After a period of time, the responsible units for each pilot project have been determined one by one. The Qin Yuan Xincun project in Wuxi City has designated the Wuxi Architectural Design Institute as the design party, while the Yanzi Mountain community in Jinan has selected both the Shandong Architectural Design Institute and the Jinan Architectural Design Institute.

The Chuangfu New Village project in Tianjin City is jointly designed by three entities: the Institute of Architectural Design Standards of the Ministry of Construction, Tsinghua University, and Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute.

From the differences in the design units of these pilot projects, we can see something. Wuxi is a prefecture-level city, and the local court has more influence than the provincial court. Consequently, the municipal court independently undertook this project.

Jinan is the capital city of the province, and both the provincial and municipal courts are located in the same city. Although the municipal court certainly wants to take over this project like Wuxi, it is not very realistic. They can only collaborate with the provincial court, and the provincial court is unable to completely exclude the municipal court.

Although Tianjin is a direct-controlled municipality adjacent to Beijing, it is inevitably influenced by Beijing. As a result, there are even more people competing for resources. After multiple rounds of selection, only three remain. If the selection were to be opened up, there would likely be enough eligible participants to reach double digits.

The results are out, and the Architectural Design Standard Research Institute, Tsinghua University, and Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute are all somewhat dissatisfied. With so many units participating, who has the final say?

Oh, my publisher called me out for drinks, so I have to go. I'll try to write another chapter and post it for everyone to read tomorrow morning.
Chapter 527 Rely on Ability

"Since this project is initiated by our construction department, it's not appropriate to trouble everyone with miscellaneous tasks. Let us handle things first, and we'll ask for your help when we can't handle it!" Shi Benzhong from the Institute of Building Design Standards spoke in a polite manner.

But if you really become involved, then you won't have anything to do with this project in the future. This will expand the scope and everything can be included. It's not difficult to work on new residential areas, as there are plenty of competent personnel in their department, and they have the support of the Ministry of Construction. Even if they need to transfer people from other design units under the Ministry of Construction, it won't be a problem, and the final result will definitely not be subpar.

But who among us isn't a thousand-year-old fox? Why would Ishimoto sing "Liaozhai" to anyone? Feng Gui from the Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute chuckled, "If we talk about trouble, it's still troublesome for both of your units, after all, there's over a hundred kilometers between us. Even if we take the train, it would still take several hours."

He is the representative of a local architectural design unit in Tianjin, so naturally he wanted to take advantage of the home court, "In my opinion, it's better to just let us handle some troublesome preliminary work directly."

The reasons may vary, but the goal is the same: to strengthen one's own unit's influence in the project team and take on more work. The more work one takes on, the greater their contribution will be in the future.

They both said so, Li Qingxi naturally unwilling to fall behind, smiled and said, "It's not too far, just over a hundred kilometers. If I drive myself, it will only take about three hours, won't delay anything. As for the masonry work you mentioned, that's even less of a problem. We are young and need to exercise."

"Wow, if I start working officially, I'll have to commute frequently. The cost of fuel won't be cheap, right? Is Tsinghua so well-off?" Feng couldn't help but glance aside. He was about to become the vice director of the Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning and Design Institute, and he didn't even have a dedicated car. How come this young man is talking about driving himself?

"This is thanks to the support of our boss. The architectural design firm in Hong Kong places a great emphasis on providing for our boss. A few years ago, they provided him with a Crown car, which is available for his business and personal needs. It's a good car, and the driver is an experienced chauffeur who used to drive for senior officials in the army. He can travel between Beijing and Tianjin daily without any issues."

Although the construction of the Beijing-Tianjin-Tangshan Expressway will not begin until next year, there is currently no traffic congestion in the urban areas of Beijing and Tianjin. The quality of the national highway to Tianjin is also decent, so considering everything, the round trip is not much slower than taking the future expressway.

"After driving for several years, even imported cars may have some minor issues, right? It probably isn't very comfortable to drive around often, right? And isn't Lin still responsible for the construction of the Asian Games venues? This is the most urgent matter at the moment. You don't need to work so hard on this small project, right? Otherwise, if it affects the work of the Asian Games, then I would feel very guilty!"

Although that's what he said, Feng Gui was feeling uneasy. Lin Lou, who is only in his twenties, is already driving a company car, while Feng is in his fifties and still has to check if there's a free company car whenever he wants to do something.

Lin's previous achievements have already proven his strength. Feng Gui can't rely on his technical level and experience to speak for him, so he can only use the Asian Games as an excuse.

"Yes, not only the Asian Games, but also the capital airport project in Latvia. This is an important project that relates to the friendship between our two countries. Lin, you already have so many more important projects on hand, so there's no need to worry about these smaller projects, right?" When it comes to confronting Tsinghua University, Shi Benzhong and Feng Gui are standing on the same front.

"There is no shortage of projects on hand, and it's not just our forestry worker! Stone worker, aren't you still in charge of the design for the Chaoyang Hotel? And the project hasn't been completed yet, right? Feng, your exhibition hall isn't completed either, right? Our forestry worker has already completed the work that should have been done for the projects you just mentioned."

Li Qingxi came prepared, having thoroughly investigated the situation of these few individuals before arrival. Those who are arranged to participate in such an important project must be the backbone of various architectural design units, and there is no way they could be idle. Therefore, attacking Linlou from this perspective is naturally unsustainable.

"Don't call me Feng the worker, people might think I'm a cross-talk performer!" Feng Gui felt uncomfortable. He used to like being called Feng the worker, but during this year's Spring Festival Gala, Feng Gong, a partner of Liou Wei, performed a crosstalk called "Tiger Year in Review," and suddenly the "Feng Gong" has a new meaning.

Tianjin is a city that is very enthusiastic about cross talk art, and Feng Gong, who hails from Tianjin, is highly regarded. As a result, it is inevitable that some people often make jokes with this and Feng Gong, which annoys him. As a result, there is also a sense of taboo towards the title of "Feng Gong", and he doesn't like it very much when people mention it.

I understand the taboos of using terms like "宫工" (palace worker), "向工" (imperial kitchen worker), "劳工" (labor worker), and "关工" (official worker), but when did even "冯工" (surname worker) become off-limits? At first, Li Qingxi didn't quite understand, but it wasn't until the latter part of the sentence that he suddenly realized and couldn't help but smirk. Ever since watching the director Li Hanxiang and actress Liu Xiaoqing's "Empress Dowager Cixi," he didn't like being called "Li Worker."

Because some people always intentionally or unintentionally pause at the character "工" when saying it, it sounds like someone is calling "李公公". Every time someone calls him like this, he can't help but feel the urge to adjust his crotch.

Perhaps due to a feeling of shared suffering, Li Qingxi immediately changed his address, "Teacher Feng, before this, our forestry department was responsible for the residential project in Linzhou city. We also have ample experience in residential design, having previously worked on a quadrangle courtyard renovation project in Beijing. Plus, there's no issue with timing."

Anyway, for colleagues who are older, can they also be called teachers? Li Qingxi easily found a new title, but he did not compromise at all in the fight for the task.

"Only two projects, and dare to speak of experience? I have done dozens of residential projects." Shi Benzhong sneered at this, but he only mentioned experience, not daring to speak about technical level. He had seen both of these projects in journals, and even visited the renovated quadrangle courtyard. These two works proved that Linlou had something.

"Yeah, besides, Lin's two projects, one is a single high-rise building, and the other is a renovation of an old building. What we need to do now is a large residential complex. It seems that Lin's experience may not be applicable, right?" Feng Gui also did not change his attitude towards Li Qingxi just because of the change in his title.

If changing the title could make the opponent give up, Feng Gui would be willing to call Shi Benzhong and Li Qingxi "teacher" in exchange for their withdrawal, and take the project for himself.

"Mr. Shi, most of the residential projects you did before were high-rise buildings, right? It's different from what we are going to do now, isn't it?" Li Qingxi also changed his title along the way. Otherwise, he would always think he was calling his teacher, which would be lowering himself for no reason. Given Shi's age, he is at most from the same generation as his teacher.

The representative sent by Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning and Design Institute and the Architectural Design Standard Research Institute of the Ministry of Construction is experienced and eloquent. Although Li Qingxi is young, he is also articulate. After a long discussion, none of the parties were willing to give up more opportunities to each other.

After several disputes back and forth, the Ministry of Construction couldn't wait any longer, and the unit in Wuxi was able to coordinate internally more easily. Although the collaboration in Jinan involved two units, they both came from the same place and it was easier to negotiate. Now that they have already started working, how can they still be arguing?

If we continue like this, could it be that while others have already finished presenting their drawings, we are still arguing here? By that time, we would lose face, so no matter what, these three units must start working quickly.

"Alright, why don't the three of you go to the site together to take a look and each come up with a conceptual sketch. Whoever designs the best one will be the main focus for us!" Although the leaders of the Ministry of Construction are more inclined to let their own architectural design standards research institute take the lead, Tsinghua University and Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute are not to be underestimated. Since we can't reach a conclusion through argument, let's see who has the skills!

Now all three parties are silent. Li Qingxi has confidence in Linlou's ability, while Shi Benzong and Feng Gui, although they also know he is talented, always think that their experience in residential projects is more abundant. They are sure to not lose out in the end. So the three parties agreed together, "Okay, we will go back and start preparing immediately."

As for whether the leaders of the Ministry of Construction will show bias in the final evaluation, the other two parties are not particularly worried. Firstly, they are not without connections. Secondly, we are all professional technical personnel. If the difference is not significant, it's fine. But if there is a big gap and they still blatantly lie, will they have any face left?

Li Qingxi returned to the courtyard and told this news to Linlou. Linlou was a little surprised and said, "They promised quite readily? I thought we would continue to argue for a few more days!"

"We can definitely argue, but the department cannot wait anymore. After all, this is a national key research project. If we delay it for too long, it will affect our reputation. The National Development and Reform Commission is also waiting for our results. Moreover, I think the other two units believe that we are young and have limited experience in designing residential buildings, so they might think they can beat us, right?" Li Qingxi said with a smile.

Haha, if you want to talk about other projects, feel free. But when it comes to residential buildings, the total design area I've completed is probably more than all of yours combined," Lin said with a smile.

The current speed of residential construction is far from comparable to the rapid development of the real estate industry in future generations. Shi Benzhong and Feng Gui have designed how many thousands of square meters of residential neighborhoods? In the future, they work on projects, often building large neighborhoods of three to five hundred thousand square meters, sometimes even reaching the exaggerated scale of over a million square meters.

This is still small. There is also a 18.3 million square meter flower and fruit garden project in Guiyang, and a 17 million square meter Jing-Jin New Town in Tianjin. The scale of the financial street in Huizhou's Xunliao Bay is even more exaggerated, reaching 30 million square meters. Even if the average household size is 100 square meters, that would be enough for 300,000 households. In this era, architects probably find it hard to imagine, right?

This is not just designing a neighborhood, it's like designing a whole new city. Although Linlou has never participated in such a big project, having completed several neighborhoods with tens of thousands or even millions of square meters, the accumulated residential design area is no longer comparable to Feng Guike and Shi Benzhong.

"Then let's get started! Wen Biao and the others have been gathering information on the multi-layer residential areas in Hong Kong, and I've also asked Alphonsus and my brother to help gather information on this aspect in the United States and Europe. As for us, let's go to Tianjin for a few days first, take a good look at the site, and complete other preliminary preparation work." Lin Lou made arrangements.

"Teacher Li, you will continue to be in charge of the landscape design for this residential area; Teacher Jin, we will leave the water, electricity, and heating systems to you; Yigang, your performance in the Linzhou project was good, so this time you will work on this project with us, and also Wen Song, you will join as well. However, I should make it clear in advance that the commission and bonuses for this project will definitely not be as generous as other projects. If you want to earn more, you can also join other project teams..." Lin pointed out these few names.

"Lin, we are willing to learn from you." Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong did not hesitate. Firstly, they knew the importance of this project. Secondly, they all had their own houses and imported home appliances now, so their desire for money was not as urgent as it used to be.

Of course, the most important thing is that being called upon by Linlou is an opportunity. If you don't seize the chance given by the leader, it must be unsuitable. Moreover, following Linlou, you can indeed learn a lot.

"Uh, commercial real estate development has already begun in Shenzhen. Although the properties currently being developed are only available for residents of Xiangjiang, relying solely on the country won't be able to meet the housing needs of the entire population. The policies in this area will inevitably be relaxed sooner or later. By that time, anyone who knows residential design will surely have more projects than they can handle."

You should first accumulate certain experiences. In the future, whether you stay in my firm and handle multiple projects at the same time, or go out on your own, it will be very beneficial for your future.

Just this week, Linlou has finished his classes, and there isn't much for him to do at the firm. As for the work of Li Qingxi and others, it can be temporarily handled by others for a few days. So they quickly made arrangements, left a note at home, and had Yang Mo and another driver drive two cars straight to Tianjin.

When in the car, Guo Yi Gang and Jiang Wensong, still excited, kept thinking about what Lin Lou had just said. This time, it would take a few days, so it definitely wouldn't be just a simple matter of checking out the land, right? If it's just checking out the land, half a day would be enough.

What does Lin plan to do with the extra time and what are the documents he just put in his briefcase?
Chapter 528 Market Survey

After arriving in Tianjin, of course, the first thing to do is to go and visit the site. This pilot site is located on the west side of Tianjin city, a direct distance of over five kilometers from the city center. The planned area is not small, close to 130,000 square meters, but the building area is only 158,000 square meters. The plot ratio works out to just over 1.2.

If this were placed in the future, it would definitely be a high-end residential area. The developers would have to raise the price of the garden villa advertisements by at least two to three times the average price in the city.

But having said that, speaking of the current average living conditions, such large residential communities can indeed be considered as high-end residential areas in any city.

The only downside is that the area is a bit small. According to the requirements, the community will accommodate over 2,300 households. After deducting public facilities, the average residential area per household is about 60 square meters. However, the concept of shared space has not yet been introduced to the mainland, so this over 60 square meters is the actual living area, which is roughly equivalent to a future two-bedroom apartment of over 70 square meters, which is already quite spacious at the moment.

After all, the family apartment allocated to the Lin family a few years ago is only a little over 50 square meters. Lin Shengbin is only a division-level cadre, and they have this limited space. The residential apartments for the Linzhou education system are not very spacious either. Judging by this standard, the standard of the Chuangfu New Village is not low at all.

Drove around the plot and then got out of the car to inspect it on foot. Upon seeing the specific situation of the plot, Guo Yi couldn't help but furrow his brow slightly, "If we want to build a house here, we'll have to fill the land first, figure out the drainage, and the foundation piles. These will all be tricky matters."

This piece of land is not a solid flat ground. It is interspersed with many large and small water pits. I picked up a few stones and dropped them to listen, and the water depth is probably between five to eight meters. Under such geological conditions, it is necessary to consider the drainage problem in building residential areas to prevent the groundwater from eroding the houses, leading to excessively humid indoor environments, thus affecting the living experience.

And also, when driving the piles, it is important to ensure that they are deeper than those in regular residential communities, so as to prevent the instability of the piles caused by groundwater and avoid the situation of building tilting.

"It's not necessarily to have pilings. Although using pilings can solve these problems, the cost will be higher," Linlou said. "The deeper the piles, the higher the cost. The requirement for this pilot project is new technology, new materials, new equipment, and new processes. If we only use the methods we have used before, it will be difficult to compete with the other two units."

"But if we don't pile-drive, how do we solve the groundwater problem? According to the geological survey data, the groundwater level in this plot is only a few tens of centimeters." Jiang Wensong pointed to the puddle in front of him and asked, "These puddles should be caused by groundwater. If we don't solve this problem well, the houses we build in the future might end up flooding."

"We can use dynamic compaction technology, supplemented by drainage measures, to solve this problem. Dynamic compaction technology, also known as impact compaction method, uses large tracked dynamic compaction machines to drop heavy weights of 8-30 tons from a height of 6-30 meters to densely compact the soil, rapidly increasing the bearing capacity and compression modulus of the foundation, and forming a relatively uniform and compact foundation, thereby altering the distribution of soil pores within a certain depth of the foundation."

"Do not evacuate water first, generally compact the two sides with tamping for burying various pipelines and laying roads, and then carry out secondary compaction at the housing foundation to achieve a bearing capacity of twelve tons before groove construction; during the second compaction, it is necessary to drain water or lower the groundwater level. The specific method can be to use vibrating driven piles to create sand wells, in order to remove the pore water from the ground foundation."

This is like treating the soil layer as a sponge, exerting pressure from above to squeeze out the water inside. Similarly, intensive compaction on the ground surface can make the soil more solid, causing the underground water in the soil voids to flow out through the sand wells. As a result, the accumulated water in the foundation decreases, and there is no need to worry about building settlement and indoor dampness.

"I have seen similar articles in foreign journals. The article explains that vibro-compaction technology can also be used on saturated cohesive soil. The soil in front of us is precisely saturated cohesive soil, so I thought of using this technology. Didn't the Ministry of Construction request the use of new technology? This method happens to meet their requirements."

"In that case, the application scope of dynamic compaction technology has become wider!" Guo Yigang remarked. Previously in China, dynamic compaction technology was mostly used in road and railway construction, airports, power plants, large industrial zones, and port reclamation projects. Its application in residential and community construction was relatively less frequent.

"Though using dynamic compaction technique requires additional spending, it is still much cheaper than using pile foundation. Besides, the condition of this land is as it is now. It's definitely not feasible to skimp on resolving the foundation problem. After contemplating several methods, I reckon dynamic compaction technique is the most cost-effective!" Lin Mita thought to herself and replied.

"However, there are still some details that need to be resolved, such as how to lower the water level to meet the construction requirements in areas where the groundwater level is shallow; and the impact of dynamic compaction technology on surrounding buildings is significant. This large residential area will definitely be constructed in phases. How to ensure that the already built buildings are not affected by the dynamic compaction construction, these are all problems!"

"Leave these issues to us to solve! I will carefully calculate and think of other ways to solve these problems as best as I can," Jiang Wensong hurriedly said. He knew that Lin Lou would definitely come up with a solution, but if Lin Lou had to solve everything, then what was their role for?"

They have already pointed out the general direction of the compaction technology. What is needed now is just to fill in the gaps and make up for various details. If they can't even do this, they probably won't have the face to stay here.

Combining with the previous geological survey report, we carefully walked through the land plot, took many photos, and also drew some hand-drawn topographic maps before everyone left.

They didn't go to a hotel or guesthouse but instead went to the Italian-style area near Tianjin Railway Station, which was originally an Italian concession.

In 1902, after a careful survey and planning, Captain Felot, the first Italian Consul in Tianjin, utilized the reclaimed land from the dredging of the Haihe River to level the marshy lowlands and built a drainage system. He constructed Italian-style garden residences and improved related service facilities, including clubs, Italian gardens, markets, and police stations, etc.

There are more than 100 existing Western-style buildings, making it the most complete historic district outside of Italy. Everywhere you look, you can see round arches and porticos, tall and short corner pavilions, thick walls, narrow windows, layered doorframe decorations, and tall towers, all reflecting the architectural style of the medieval Mediterranean region.

Linlou purchases old western-style houses not only in Shanghai, but also in cities such as Qingdao, Harbin, and Wuhan. The famous Tianjin Italian-style area has also been targeted for purchases, and many have been acquired before they are no longer available. After being repaired and restored, they are transformed into different businesses such as cafes and western restaurants based on the specific architectural forms for operation.

This time they went to a Western restaurant, had their meal downstairs, and then went upstairs to rest. Upstairs, there was even a meeting room for them to discuss work. This was much more comfortable and convenient than staying in a hostel or hotel.

After eating, taking a short break, everyone went to the meeting room upstairs to have a meeting. "Today, we mainly inspected the site, but our work in Tianjin is not finished yet. Similar to the previous Linzhou project, we still need to conduct a market survey."

After confirming the project, conduct a market survey to understand the preferences of the customers before proceeding with the design. This is a common practice for real estate developers in the future, but is still relatively rare at present.

"Understood, we have worked in Linzhou before!" Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong were quite familiar with each other, having visited during the previous Linzhou project.

"This time is somewhat different from last time! Last time, the building area was small, the number of households was few, and the living costs were relatively uniform, mostly comprising teachers and cadres from the Linzhou education system. Their living habits and aesthetic standards are relatively uniform, so the difficulty of market research is relatively small."

"This time there are more than 2,300 residents, with different occupations, ages, and educational backgrounds, so naturally their requirements for living conditions are also different! Therefore, we need to conduct a broader market survey." Lin took out the market survey questionnaire prepared from his briefcase.

Since it is a pilot project, the coverage should naturally be broader in order to meet the needs of different groups of people, so the project is much more complex than the Linzhou project.

"First, based on the information provided by the department, we will categorize the future residents of the community into several groups, then conduct interviews and fill out questionnaires with each group. After that, we need to visit and inspect the existing representative residential communities in Tianjin to understand the situation and submit a report."

"In that case, the few of us may not be enough for the task!" Guo Yi just had the experience of this kind of work, so he naturally knew how much effort it required. The last time was a bit better, so he asked Pei Zhenhua to gather all the eligible employees for a meeting and then distribute the survey form for them to fill out on the spot."

Last time there were only a few dozen households in a total of 18 floors, but this time there are over two thousand households. Even though not every household needs to be surveyed, each type of customer must be asked. This amount of work is absolutely overwhelming. In addition, Lin Lou, Jin Qiuxiang, Li Qingxi, and others have to take care of other tasks, and Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong alone cannot handle it all.

"It's okay, didn't I bring Xiao Cao here too?" Lin pointed at Cao Kai and said, "He has been studying in Tianjin for three years, so he must know quite a few people, right?"

"Xiao Cao, you go and find some classmates you are familiar with, have them bring more classmates over, I will provide them with subsidies, consider it as part-time work-study, let them come for training first, and then help you conduct market research." This issue had already been considered by Linlou and he had also thought of a solution.

"By the way, try to find students from other universities. Students from Nankai University, Tianjin University of Technology, Tianjin Normal University, and Tianjin University of Finance and Economics are all fine. Just don't look for students from your own university. Taida has already missed the opportunity to participate in the pilot program and it's very frustrating. If you go and ask students from another university for help, isn't that like rubbing salt in the wound? Lin Lou really doesn't want Cao Kai to be blamed by his own alma mater."

"Got it. I have a few high school classmates at Nankai University, including some from the Institute of Technology. I'll contact them right away and ask them to bring someone over tomorrow!" Caokai immediately agreed.

"Well, I'll have Yang to give you a ride!" It's not safe to ride a bicycle so late, and the bus takes a long time, so it's better to arrange for a car to take you.

Cao Kai took a stroll around Nankai University and Tianjin University of Technology and soon got the matter sorted out. The next day, as soon as he finished breakfast, he heard the sound of bicycle bells outside, as students from Nankai University and Tianjin University of Technology began to arrive in groups.

Linlou called them into the conference room to start the training, "This time, I ask for everyone's help mainly to complete a key scientific research project during the Seventh Five-Year Plan period in our country..."

Lin Lou first explained the background of the matter. Nowadays, college students are all outstanding individuals. If you only talk about money, their morale won't be boosted. But if you connect this job with national key research tasks, they will be full of enthusiasm. Their eyes sparkle with excitement, as if they are thrilled to contribute to the national key research tasks.

"The job this time is actually very simple, just find the target group and conduct a survey!" Lin told Cao to distribute the survey samples to them, and then repeated the requirements to them.

"Today, you will be divided into three groups. Follow Guo, Jiang, and Xiao Cao to run for a day to get used to it. After getting familiar, you can act on your own tomorrow." In future, hiring college students for market research, you still have to worry if they will find a place to hide and casually fill in a few answers just to get the job done.

There is absolutely no need to worry about this issue now, and this kind of opportunity is also very rare for them. No one will act perfunctorily.

"Don't worry, we guarantee to do the job well!" The students one by one assured, while looking at Linlou with a hint of envy in their eyes.

He's only a year or two older than us, right? While we're still studying in school, he's already participating in national key research projects. I wonder when we'll have the chance to do the same.

The training is over, everyone sets off immediately. Under the leadership of Guo Yi, Jiang Wensong, and Cao Kai, they head in different directions. Lin Lou and others go to inspect several representative residential districts in Tianjin.

When it was dinner time, everyone came back together, and the university students who were working part-time handed the completed survey forms to Mr. Lin, saying, "Mr. Lin, could you please take a look at these forms? If they're not suitable, we can come back tomorrow!"

Lin glanced at the form and nodded subconsciously. Regardless of the content, just from the well-written handwriting alone, it was evident that they had put a lot of care and effort into it.

Ah, I hope things return to normal tomorrow for regular updates.
Chapter 529 Maslow's Theory

Looking at the specific content again, almost every question has an answer. Even if not, the person taking notes will also make their own speculations based on the interview results.

Roughly looked at a few report forms, it seems to match my expectations. During this period, the general requirements of the people for houses are quite similar. The living room must be spacious so that it can accommodate visitors and appear grand. Good lighting is necessary because the current power supply is insufficient and residential areas often experience power outages. With good lighting, daily life and children's studies can continue even during the daytime.

It's best to have a store downstairs, so you don't have to go a long way to buy things; there should be a separate bathroom. When living in an apartment building, you have to go to the public area to use the toilet and wash your face, which is fine at other times, but there is often a need to line up in the morning when getting up.

There should also be an independent kitchen. It is too easy to cause conflicts when using a public kitchen, and it's impossible to enjoy something good alone at home!

It's best to have some greenery in the community so that after dinner, you can go to the yard to cool off, chat with neighbors, play chess, and so on. It would be even better to have sports facilities like a basketball court.

Based on these survey reports, it can be seen that nowadays people's requirements for living conditions are relatively simple. A spacious living room, good lighting, separate kitchen and bathroom - having these basic amenities generally satisfies them, unlike the complex and intricate demands of future generations.

"After we have gathered all this data, we can design our plans accordingly based on the survey report results. We will definitely be able to outperform them. The houses we build based on these results will surely be liked by the residents!" Guo Yi, having had previous experience, naturally knew where these survey report results should be applied."

"They cannot be designed entirely according to their preferences. After all, most of their requirements for living spaces are based on their own daily lives, with relatively outdated concepts. In the rapidly developing society nowadays, design must be forward-looking to avoid the project becoming outdated as soon as it is completed!"

The general public's concept of houses comes from their everyday experiences. For those with a broader perspective, information may come from television, movies, and pirated Hong Kong video tapes. However, whether these houses are suitable for their own living is another matter altogether.

The architect has a deeper and more thorough understanding of the house, and also clearly understands the different living habits of different people and regions. Based on this, they can make adjustments according to the residential preferences of local residents.

For example, there was no concept of indoor decoration in the early days in China. After people moved into a new house, the most they would do is to coat the walls with a layer of paint and paint the easily soiled areas.

After everyone's life gradually improves, they begin to feel that such simple decoration can no longer meet the needs of daily life. They want to make their house look better. But how should the house be decorated? No one understands this.

Then someone thought of going to the local foreign-related hotel and seeing the interior decoration style there. They thought the luxurious decoration was very western and grand, so they tried to find the company that did the decoration for the foreign-related hotel, and privately found the workers involved, paying them to decorate their own home according to the hotel's standards.

After the renovation was completed, friends and family came to visit and praised the house as stylish and beautiful. However, after living there for a while, they discovered that many things were inconvenient and it was not comfortable at all.

In the field of interior decoration, as well as architecture design, for example, if a big boss finds the villas of some tycoons in Hong Kong attractive in a videotape and asks the designer to replicate a set for him, it is not difficult to do. However, after it is built, it is discovered that Hong Kong is located in the southern region with a relatively warm climate, and such a house causes no problems at all in Hong Kong.

But he lives in the north. It's not as bad in the summer, but when the cold wind starts blowing in the winter, the entire boss's family huddles in the house shivering, that's when it's time to cry.

Considering this situation, Linlou reminded, "We have seen quite a few good residential areas and housing types in Hong Kong, Japan, the United States, and Europe. This information can indeed serve as a reference, but it cannot be simply copied because those houses are designed according to the local climate and living preferences. Simply copying it is likely to result in mismatch, so we must consider the specific local conditions."

"These are easy to say. We won't make this mistake. For example, the new districts in Paris all have a large number of parking spaces because the French people are wealthy and every household can afford a car. We don't need to build this at all. At most, we can add a bicycle parking shed under each building!" Li Qingxi nodded.

Oh, you really shouldn't be too confident about that! In the next ten years, maybe there's no need to worry too much, but after the 21st century, most of the residents who can live in this neighborhood will definitely have the ability to buy a car. By then, the neighborhood will have to worry about parking spaces. If there is no foresight to plan for this in advance, the old residents in the neighborhood will have to consider moving to a new house.

However, Lin Lou simply thought about it and did not refute for the time being because, at this moment, who would believe that private cars would become popular in every household in twenty years?

"As long as we complete the market research report according to the plan, we will definitely be able to understand the preferences of local residents. But how can we grasp the foresight? We are the first batch of pilot units in the country. Who can predict what new changes there will be in the future preferences of ordinary people for houses?" Guo Yigang felt a headache coming on.

It's simple, I know! In the next thirty years, I remember very clearly the changes in everyone's preferences for living environments. If it comes to the Chengdu New Village project specifically, I still have relevant academic papers in my mind.

In 2017, the "Journal of Tianjin Chengjian University" published a report on the satisfaction of residents in the Chuanfu Xincun project thirty years later. According to this report, it is clear to see the flaws in the original plan of this project, and then make modifications based on this, the results are definitely satisfactory.

When formulating the plan in the future, adjustments can be made based on these future papers. However, it is not suitable to explain this to them at present, so Lin Lou took out an old plan commonly used in the real estate field.

"Renowned American social psychologist Abraham Maslow pointed out in 1943 that people need motivation to fulfill certain needs, with some needs taking priority over others."

"And this passage was later expanded by him into the famous Maslow's hierarchy of needs theory. He categorizes human needs into five levels, from the bottom of the hierarchy upwards, the needs are: physiological needs, such as food and clothing; safety needs, such as job security; social needs, such as friendship, love, etc.; esteem and self-actualization, such as social recognition, etc."

"In the future, with the development of time, some people have applied Maslow's hierarchy of needs theory to the field of architecture. By using Maslow's theory to explore the requirements of different social classes for housing, we can naturally use this theory to speculate on the potential new needs of the residents in this community in the future, thus guiding our design."

"We can first compare the different levels of needs in Maslow's theory with people's requirements for housing. Almost every real estate company would bring up Maslow's theory of needs when designing plans, making Lin Lou feel nauseated at the mere mention of Maslow's name later on."

However, this theory is still very fresh nowadays. Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, Lin Mita, Guo Yigang, Jiang Wensong, Cao Kai, etc. all listened with great interest and took out their notebooks to take notes while listening.

"First, let's look at the first level of physiological needs, which is reflected in housing as the most direct need for shelter, known as rigid demand! I wonder if the term 'rigid demand' will become a vocabulary created by me in the future?"

"For those who continue to live in their homes, having a place to shelter from wind and rain, and being able to lie down to sleep is already enough for them. As for other things, they are not able to care about them for the time being!" In later generations, the requirements for essential needs are much higher than this, but in the current situation where several people are crowded in a small house, they can't care much about anything else.

Li Qingxi and others nodded silently after hearing this. When they used to live in the large compound, they had seen many temporary dwellings made of bricks and cement brought in from outside, where they could barely fit a bed. These houses only satisfied the most basic living needs, which was perhaps what Lin Lou referred to as "rigid demand".

"From the survey report, it can be seen that a large portion of the residents our project will be facing are currently in this stage of housing conditions, with existing living spaces only able to meet the most basic needs."

"The second level is safety needs, which include the need for security, comfort, tranquility, and freedom from fear. These needs are reflected in the requirement for comfortable living conditions and specific environmental requirements. We can refer to these needs as improvement-oriented needs, since essential needs have already been addressed."

"The Linzhou project, as well as our current project, are actually both improvement-type residential projects. Residents move into these houses to improve their living environment, not just to meet the basic needs! However, because they have been living in housing that only meets their basic needs, they do not have a clear understanding of what improvement-type housing should be like, and there are not many similar projects available for reference."

"However, we can speculate on their needs based on Maslow's hierarchy of needs, with comfort, safety, and a good environment being the primary core of these needs at this stage."

"Comfort in housing can manifest in independent kitchens, bathrooms, spacious living rooms, convenient water systems, and practical chimneys. Currently, range hoods are considered a luxury for ordinary people. Therefore, when designing residential spaces, the issue of chimneys must be taken into consideration. This prevents the situation where shortly after moving into a new house, the walls are blackened by the lack of a range hood."

"Security can be ensured in a few ways. Firstly, the community should be surrounded by walls to separate the inside from the outside, with security guards controlling the entry and exit of people, to prevent criminals from entering and threatening the property and safety of the residents." This is deeply understood by everyone, especially considering the disorder in society in the past few years.

"Secondly, the designs for fire safety and earthquake resistance must be comprehensive to minimize the threat of disasters such as fire and earthquakes to residents! This is essential. As for earthquake resistance, it goes without saying. In terms of fire safety, it is crucial to establish fire exits within the community and install an adequate number of fire hydrants so that in the event of an emergency, the fire brigade can quickly carry out rescue operations."

"Furthermore, construction materials and construction techniques must comply with standards, and cutting corners is absolutely not allowed to happen! This is the most fundamental aspect."

"The third level—social needs—is a need to integrate with others, a need to establish relationships with others. When reflected in the overall living environment, it represents the need for higher improvement, catering to the needs of the middle to high-end market. This group of people needs more public spaces, communication spaces, more leisure spaces and amenities, as well as a more complete neighborhood relationship and a more intimate service system, and so on."

"Our project currently cannot meet this demand, but since it has been brought up, I will talk about it first! As you can see in the Fragrant Harbor, many residential areas have high-standard property management services, as well as community centers for leisure and interaction, all of which are products that meet the needs of this phase!"

The so-called high-end residential community is not just about building larger houses and luxurious decorations. These are all hardware facilities, and what I just mentioned belongs to software facilities. They are used to using computers, so they should understand the relationship between software and hardware.

"The fourth level - the need for respect, the need for self-esteem and being respected by others. In the context of residential environment, it corresponds to high-end projects. People living here pay attention to social circles and quality of life, and they also value face. They have higher requirements for their living environment. More people hope that the residents in their community are of high status, successful and distinguished individuals."

"Just like living in the concessions of Shanghai back then, casually mentioning where you live would command others' respect. 'Oh, so you live in that place? I've heard of it. Only remarkable people have the ability to live there!' Lin Lou even mimicked a short passage."

"The final level is the need for cognition, the need for knowledge, the need for understanding, the need to explore new things. Applied to the living environment, they will have stricter requirements for the residential area they live in, and high-tech residences, themed, and culturally rich residential or commercial spaces may suit their tastes..."
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Actually, Maslow's hierarchy of needs theory has later been extended from five levels to seven, adding the sixth level of aesthetic needs and the seventh level of self-actualization needs, which has also been applied in the real estate industry.

The aesthetic demand is the need for order and beauty. This level of customers is very demanding, not only requiring all the above needs, but also having almost perfect requirements for hierarchy, location, service, interior decoration, brand, architectural design, etc.

They require their neighborhood to be in the most scarce location; they need top-notch property services, even if not top-notch they need to be able to be grafted to top-notch, or personalized and customized; they need interior design to be handled by world-renowned masters, they may wish all furniture to be high-end custom-made goods, they also hope that the exterior architecture is different from others, to show their uniqueness.

These customers are top-tier customers, and the houses they live in belong to the level of urban legends. When it comes to this project, ordinary people will be amazed, such as the customers of One Shenzhen Bay, and the customers of Park Paramount.

The need for self-realization is the need to fulfill one's potential and to have meaningful goals; they may already be at the top of society, and perhaps they prefer to find a piece of land to build a special cabin deep in the mountains, or to utilize their potential to build a high-tech house, like Bill Gates' fully automated house.

This level of customers have little to do with developers. They often use their abilities to create personalized and self-satisfying living environments rather than relying on developers. However, they are favorites of architects, as they can freely play without financial intervention and make new breakthroughs. Who wouldn't like such clients?

In the future, when the planning company is working on a proposal, they always like to add a few pages of Maslow's hierarchy of needs after market analysis. They compare the current project with the corresponding Maslow's needs levels and draw a bunch of inferences to let the developers know what type of houses should be built on this piece of land.

What exactly is the demand level, is it for primary needs, improvement, or high-end residential properties? What are the preferences of customers for such properties, and how can we quickly sell the houses by meeting their preferences to make more profit?

This is almost a principle that every real estate practitioner understands, but in this day and age, everyone finds it very fresh, and everyone takes it very seriously.

After Lin finished speaking, everyone started to discuss. "At the beginning, I also had some confused thoughts. I used to think that this project was meant for those who have formal jobs, decent income and living standards in Tianjin. I had some vague ideas about their preferences, but definitely not as clear as what Mr. Lin just explained."

"To be a good architect, one must have a broad knowledge base, and psychology is also a very important discipline! If one does not understand psychology, how can they grasp the psychological characteristics of the residents so well!"

"The three core summarizations of comfort, safety, and a good environment are just too precise! Although these are still somewhat vague in the market research reports, as Xiaolou said, ordinary people still don't know what makes a good house and lack an intuitive concept of what type of house is suitable for them!" Li Qingxi nodded.

"But what they said and the requests they made are closely related to these three core concepts. If we design according to these three cores, the end result will definitely satisfy them," added Jin Qiuxiang.

Actually, the questions on this questionnaire were designed based on these three core principles. Teacher Lin, you've already considered this, right? Cao Kai was even more impressed. Despite being around the same age as him, Lin knows much more about architecture and residents than he does. No wonder he's able to produce so many outstanding works.

"I can guarantee that neither the Construction Department's Architectural Design Standard Research Institute nor the Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute has ever come into contact with this theory, or thought of using this theory to guide their design. In this respect, we have an absolute advantage," Guo Yigang said confidently.

When it's time to present the plan, start off by laying out Maslow's hierarchy of needs. That will surely grab the attention of the audience, and then proceed to speak - they will definitely listen attentively.

"Now we can position this project as an improvement-oriented residential community. Based on strict cost control, we will focus on safety, comfort, and a good living environment, referring to the results of the market survey report for the design." Linlou set the tone for this project.

The detailed and thorough explanation made everyone naturally understand what to do. So, after staying in Tianjin for a few days and completing the market research, everyone returned to the capital city.

After returning, conduct a statistical analysis on the market research report results, and then refer to other similar existing projects in Tianjin and Beijing. Linlou has prepared an initial report, clearly delineating the current residential conditions in Tianjin and the types of housing in which prospective residents want to live.

"I'll make a sample this time. In the future, when we take on new projects, we must submit a report like this first. This way, we can better guide the design. Architectural design isn't groundless, it must have a solid foundation. This way, the work produced won't be just empty talk." This task should have been done by someone else, but since no one has experience, we can only let Linlou take charge for now.

After they become familiar with the work, they should be able to do it themselves. "Our firm will continue to recruit, but the people we recruit next may not necessarily be limited to the field of architecture. We can also bring in talent familiar with market research and data analysis to specialize in this work."

By then, architects only need to focus on the results. Their time is very precious, so let others handle the tedious, laborious, and relatively specialized market research.

"It's hard to find people in this field. I guess we will have to train them ourselves. As for recruiting, it might be difficult to find college students, but some high school students who are willing to learn could also be useful," Li Qingxi calculated.

"Well, if you know someone, you can introduce them and let them come over for a chat. Just like Teacher Li said, it doesn't matter if they have a weak foundation, as long as they are willing to learn. The current college admission rate is not high, not being able to get into college doesn't mean these people are not smart enough, it's just that the competition is too fierce. It's fine for them to do this job."

When Cao Kai heard this, he was moved. Although he had only been staying at Linlou for a short while, he was starting to like the working environment there, especially after returning to Tianjin this time and exchanging internship experiences with his classmates. Compared to their internship experiences and what they had seen and heard, the treatment, opportunities, and other aspects at Linlou were much better than those at other units.

I really want to work here after graduation, but now we have to accept assignments after graduation. Even if I want to come, and Teacher Lin wants to hire me, it seems not easy to achieve, right? What should I do about this? Cao Kai is feeling conflicted.

Why don't we find an opportunity to talk to Teacher Lin about this matter? Let's see if he is willing to take me, and then figure out a way! As long as he agrees, I can just skip the assignment after it's been allocated. As for the files and such, we can figure out a solution later! Cao Kai also has a bold personality, as long as it's helpful for his architectural career, he's willing to take certain risks.

For now, let's focus on getting the current work done well. Only when we have achieved something, can we discuss these things with Teacher Lin. It would be embarrassing to speak up if we can't accomplish anything.

"So, now, let's focus on the three cores of safety, comfort, and better living environment, while considering the four standards of new technology, new equipment, new processes, and new materials given by the Ministry of Construction to develop the project plan. The first three requirements were summarized by themselves, as for the latter four standards, it's not a difficult task either."

Compared to other domestic architectural design firms, they clearly have a better understanding of new technologies, new equipment, new processes, and new materials.

They often go abroad, which makes it easier for them to understand the development of new technologies, new equipment, new processes, and new materials than other units, especially the last one. Linlou's cooperation with other building materials research units is becoming increasingly close. The successful introduction of new types of cement and aluminum-magnesium-manganese plates into the market has provided him with more ample funds to use in this area.

The research unit for building materials has made rapid progress in absorbing foreign technologies and developing their own technologies with the support of funding and the direction specified by the Lin Lou, and has achieved many results, many of which can be directly used in the pilot project in Tianjin.

As for the new equipment, since Linlou has already entered the research and development of new materials, he will definitely not overlook this. He also has a lot of information in this area.

As before, let Li Qingxi, Guo Yigang, Jin Qiuxiang, Jiang Wensong, and Lin Mita work on the plan. Lin Lou is responsible for reviewing and providing key support, while Cao Kai is actively involved in the project, not only completing the work assigned by the teachers but also providing some reasonable suggestions.

This makes everyone sit up and take notice. Are kids nowadays so capable? It's one thing for Lin to be talented, but even he is improving so quickly? In a few years, we might all be surpassed by him? How would they know, he could be a future academician. Without solid skills, how could he possibly achieve great things in the future?

Once the goals and direction were determined, the progress was very quick. Before long, the first draft concept was put forward. Lin pointed out some issues, and then they made revisions. Soon after, they reported to the department with other units.

On the day of the meeting, Lin Lou led a group of people to the conference room, while Feng Guike and Shi Benzhong also brought people from the Tianjin Urban Rural Planning and Design Institute and the Architectural Design Standard Research Institute of the Ministry of Construction. All three parties had prepared their own plans, just waiting to determine superiority and dominance in this pilot project.

"Thank you very much for actively participating in this project..." After the lengthy introduction, the leader of the department finally got to the point, "This project is jointly undertaken by our three units, but there should be a hierarchy in cooperation. Since everyone has prepared their own concept drafts, let's take a look at them first!"

"Whichever one does better will be the main plan, and the other two will assist in completing it! Stonemason, why don't you start?" After all, it is their own unit, and the leadership has given them some convenience.

In his view, such plans are generally similar. Whoever speaks first will give people a preconceived idea, and it will feel awkward for others to talk about similar points later.

Feng Guike hummed twice. He naturally knew the benefits of speaking first, but since he was on someone else's turf, he could only hold back any objections. On the other hand, Linlou was very calm. They were better prepared and very confident.

"Thank you, leaders and everyone. Now, let me first introduce our proposed plan." Mr. Shibenzhong stepped onto the stage, unfolded the blueprints, and began his presentation.

Other people are listening attentively below. Whether it's the design unit in the department, they have quite a few tricks up their sleeves. The level of the proposed plan is quite good, and there are many areas that are quite commendable.

Lin Lou remains calm as usual, but Feng Gui is starting to feel uneasy. He has realized that the proposal presented by the other party is on par with their own capabilities, but the final judgment lies with the other party's immediate superior. If he shows even the slightest bias, he will only end up as their assistant.

After Shi Ben finished speaking, there was enthusiastic applause from the audience. Next, it was Feng Gui's turn to report. His proposal was also of a high standard, especially in the analysis of the living preferences of Tianjin residents, which seemed more thorough than Shi Ben's proposal. However, it seemed unlikely to win over Shi Ben with just this point.

When his speech was coming to an end, the applause in the audience had cooled down quite a bit. On the faces of several familiar leaders in the Shihonaka department, there were smiles, indicating that they were likely to take control of this project.

Lin Lou stood up and walked onto the stage, with Cao Kai ensuring a thick stack of blueprints followed behind him. Seeing this, the leaders from the other two units and the department couldn't help but become curious. "So much material! You must have all the detailed plans ready, right?" However, for now, only the general direction has been decided. It's not about who has done more to gain an advantage.

However, the first drawing released by Cao Kai took them by surprise. It was not an architectural design drawing, but a statistical analysis chart. What's going on?

"Dear leaders, dear teachers, for this project, we at Tsinghua University have made thorough preparations. Firstly, we went to Tianjin, where we spent several days distributing over a thousand survey questionnaires and conducted meticulous market research and analysis."

Guo Yi and Jiang Wensong put two piles of reports on the conference table, which stunned everyone.

Finally caught up.
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"We visited a total of 1,208 households in the pilot projects and collected 1,127 valid questionnaires!" Not every market survey report is valid, but due to the prominent reputation of universities like Nankai and Tianjin University, the students are very dedicated, so the validity rate of the survey reports is very high.

Guo Yigang just distributed these questionnaires for everyone to see, so that the leaders of the department and people from the other two units could see them clearly. This is indeed the future residents of the Tianjin pilot project. Regardless of the perspective, their opinions are worth considering, after all, these houses are for them to live in.

"According to the survey results, the future residents of the pilot project are most concerned about a few aspects. Firstly, the living room must be spacious to accommodate relatives and friends. Secondly, good natural lighting is essential to minimize the impact on daily life in the event of power outages during the day..." Linlou explained meticulously with reference to the statistical results.

Shi Benzhong and Feng Guike became increasingly uneasy as they listened. The thousands of survey questionnaires presented here were enough to prove that the other party's preparation was much more thorough than their own, which was not a good sign for them. However, they were also somewhat unwilling to just back down like that.

So after Lin Lou finished discussing the market research part, Feng Gui immediately raised his hand and queried, "Lin, your preparation is very sufficient, very worthy of our study, but there is a question. I don't know if you have ever considered that, before starting a project, conducting market research to understand the preferences of future residents is a common practice in developed countries."

"But considering the specific situation in our country, due to different stages of development, the majority of people currently don't know what kind of house is a good one or what kind of house meets the standards of modern living. Therefore, the opinions of these future residents can only serve as a reference at best, and do not hold absolute value," said Feng Guike.

"Teacher Feng is right. So all the survey questionnaires we've collected are just for reference. But we are still conducting research on what kind of living environment China will need in the future!" His words were already anticipated by Lin Lou, so he didn't seem nervous at all.

Linlou waved his hand, and Cao Kai hung another chart on the blackboard. The chart depicted a pyramid pattern with explanatory explanations attached next to it.

"Although our country's current living conditions cannot be compared to those of developed Western countries, many ordinary people do not know what kind of house they really want; but by referencing the path taken by developed Western countries and scientific theoretical research, we can still find the right direction!" Lin Lou pointed at the blueprint and said.

Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs theory was proposed by the renowned American social psychologist, Professor Abraham Maslow, in the 1950s. Since then, it has been widely applied in the real estate development sector in Western countries, with many international renowned real estate developers using Professor Maslow's theory to guide their projects.

Upon hearing this, several leaders in the department instinctively sat up straight. For most people, American things are considered advanced and worth learning from. Now that Professor Lin has presented material from the U.S., these leaders instinctively felt that the arguments must be reasonable.

"The reform and opening up is like feeling for stones while crossing the river. Since Western countries already have experience in this area, we can naturally learn from it." Linlou raised the theoretical level again.

"The housing market in developed Western countries has undergone multiple changes, showing different trends at different times due to factors such as the increase in the income level of ordinary residents and the development of technology. Studying the path that Western countries have taken in the past is also very helpful for us."

Many leaders unconsciously nodded in agreement. Yes, Comrade Xiaolin's words are right. Since there are ready-made experiences to learn from, why should we start from scratch? Isn't the purpose of reform and opening up to learn from advanced foreign experiences and better guide our own development?

"According to Professor Maslow's theory, human needs can be divided into physiological needs, such as food and clothing; safety needs, such as job security; social needs, such as friendship and love; esteem and self-actualization, such as social recognition, and five levels. These five levels of needs correspond to various aspects in the housing sector, and will manifest in the following areas..."

Linlou retold what he had told Li Qingxi and others that day, and he kept a close eye on the expressions of the people below. The leaders of the department, and even the people from the other two units, discreetly opened their notebooks to start recording. During this period, the opportunity to obtain such valuable knowledge was indeed very rare.

These knowledge can be applied in many places, so they do not care about the occasion now and quickly seize the opportunity to record what Lin Luo is telling.

Some even subconsciously asked, "Teacher Lin, could you speak a bit slower? I didn't remember a few points just now. What are the characteristics of improved living? How do they manifest specifically?"

"The issue is actually quite simple. In developed Western countries, the situation is like this... However, considering the specific environment in our country, there will certainly be some variations," Lin patiently explained to them.

"If any of you are interested, let's talk about it later. Today, let's first discuss our plan. Otherwise, it would be inappropriate to delay for too long!" After answering a few questions, Lin had to steer the conversation back on track.

"Yes, yes, today's meeting is for a simple comparison of the proposals from our three units. Let's not get off track from the main agenda!" The leader in the department also realized this.

Linlou continues to explain the plan, "....Through the above explanation, in a nutshell, we can draw a clear conclusion about what kind of housing the future residents of this pilot project will like. In broader terms, with further reform and opening up, the income level of the people continues to rise, and their demands for living environment are also increasing. My plan will delve into this."

Speaking of which, this is the significance of the pilot project. In addition to the application of various new technologies and processes, the higher-ups are more concerned about what kind of houses to build in order to meet the increasingly growing demands of the public. However, this is also something that both the Shibenzhong and Fengguike units have not been involved in.

Firstly, in terms of the treatment of the foundation, our proposed solution is to use dynamic compaction technology to expel the void water in the foundation, while in specific areas, we will employ sand well technology and large-diameter wells to address the drainage issues. In this way, residential buildings can be constructed without the need for pile foundations, thus saving a significant amount of construction costs.

The method is something they didn't think of in the first draft plan. Although the specific methods are different, the general direction is the same, that is, to use pile foundations to solve the foundation problems.

"In terms of overall planning, we have adopted the form of residential areas - clusters - residential buildings, with four distinct residential clusters surrounding central green space. Based on the results of the preliminary market research, we have summarized the preferences of different future residents and designed four different types of residential units and layout distributions to meet their needs..."

"The four different architectural forms are: open-plan brick series residential buildings, terraced garden residences, large-depth brick-concrete residences, and large-column grid-plate residences... These four different architectural forms also represent the four directions of future residential development in our country. We can modify and adjust the direction through collecting feedback from residents in the later stage."

Lin Lou never forgets that this is a pilot project, so as many different designs as possible should be shown in the plan in order to serve the purpose of experimentation.

"To maintain cleanliness and hygiene, we have designed smoke and odor-free vents, and utilized new materials such as sunflower pole boards for some kitchen facilities, reducing the cost of kitchen equipment and providing a reference for the standardization of future kitchen equipment. Each pipeline and air duct is designed accordingly, making it convenient for residents to install..."

In addition to showcasing his own expertise, Lin Lou also didn't forget the requirements put forward by the department. He also has outstanding examples in the application of new materials, and he had Zhou Yalun invest in and have the research institute in the capital city complete these types of panels.

"For large-open-space residential buildings, lightweight panels are a key structural component that has a significant impact on construction period, cost, and future utilization. We have adopted 8 cm thick perforated slag concrete wall panels with a light self-weight, a strength of 10 megapascals, water resistance, and low cost."

"At the same time, in some specific locations, we have used the costly sunflower pole partition board and the asbestos cement board sandwiched with foam as partition boards, which can have the effect of fireproofing and sound insulation."

"In the design of residential buildings in this area, 3-7 walls are used for the first and second floors, and 2-4 external walls with 50mm clay perlite insulation bricks are used for the third to sixth floors. Although this increases the cost by 5%, the energy saving effect is enhanced by 30%! In the long run, it is still very cost-effective!"

In many places, new technologies and new materials are related, and at the same time, heating in Northern residences is also a necessary consideration in winter. Linlou has lowered heating expenses by using special materials, which is also a beneficial attempt.

Lin Lou spoke confidently on the stage, while there was silence in the audience. The sound of scribbling could be heard, as his proposal exceeded the expectations of the Tianjin City Urban and Rural Planning and Design Institute and the Ministry of Construction's Architectural Design Standards Research Institute in many aspects. There was also a lot of knowledge that they had never encountered before, so many people couldn't help but take notes.

After all, even if this project fails, there will always be new projects in the future, and if the opportunity to learn new knowledge is missed, we never know when it will come again.

Maslow's hierarchy of needs theory points out what kind of house the improvement-oriented demand households need. Then, based on the market research report, modifications were made to adapt to the preferences of local residents. Finally, in accordance with the department's requirements, a number of new technologies, new techniques, new materials, and new equipment were added. When the plan was presented, the audience was speechless.

"Ah, no wonder they have been constantly urging us to learn from the advanced experiences overseas. When I took a closer look, I was startled. I didn't realize that the gap between us and the developed countries in Europe and America has become so wide. Even in the simple construction of houses, they have come up with so many advanced experiences!" remarked a leader.

Lin Lou had to interrupt and explain, "Some of the things here draw on advanced foreign experiences, while some are conclusions that we have come up with based on our country's specific circumstances! You mustn't think of me as just someone who copies and imports from abroad. There are many things that I have developed that foreign countries have not yet begun researching."

"Haha, that's even better!" The leader was momentarily stunned, then burst into laughter. What were they conducting the pilot project for? Wasn't it to catch up with or even surpass Western countries? Now that Lin's team has produced such results, how could he not be pleased?

"The proposals from Wuxi and Jinan have been reported, and I have also reviewed some materials. I can responsibly say that, Comrade Xiaolin, your proposal has comprehensively surpassed the drafts submitted by Wuxi and Jinan in terms of comprehensiveness, economy, and innovation." Another leader said joyfully.

"Although this is not the final solution for each pilot, achieving such results is already impressive!" Then he looked at Feng Guike and Shi Benzhong, "Do your two units have any opinions?"

"Ling's plan is indeed worth learning from!" Shi Benzhong and Feng Guike looked black-faced. Being completely outperformed by their competitors was not a good feeling, but they could not speak against their conscience and had to admit that Ling's plan was indeed excellent.

"Teacher Shi and Teacher Feng's plans also have their own unique strengths. If these three plans are integrated, the final plan will definitely produce very good experimental results." Since the other party has admitted defeat, Lin Lou doesn't mind saying a few kind words.

"Alright, then let's work together and strive to do this project well, paving a new path for urban housing in our country's new era!" The leader feared that they would argue, but seeing that everyone had accepted the current reality, he was quite relieved. Although the leading force of this project would not be the department's unit, as long as achievements could be made, it would be a good thing.

"Um, I hope Tsinghua University, the Research Institute of Architectural Design Standards, and the Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute can work together to do a good job on this project!" In the order of the three units present, everyone already understands the reality. From now on, this project should be mainly led by Tsinghua University, or to be specific, by the Research Institute of Architectural Design Standards.

"Comrade Xiaolin, although you are young, your thinking is broad, and you understand the latest foreign concepts. In the future, you will have to work harder!" Some people were afraid that others might not understand this point, so they deliberately emphasized Lin's name.
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After the meeting, Shibenzhong and Fenggui may have felt a bit reluctant, but they had to come over and greet Linlou. Although it felt a bit awkward to assist a young person, they were unwilling to give up this opportunity and also did not dare to, as their leaders were waiting for them to produce results.

"Lin, it's still early. Shall we find a place to sit down and discuss how to arrange the next steps of our work?" The two of them asked Lin.

"Then let's go to my place. It's not too far, we'll be there in a short drive," Lin replied promptly. This is a serious matter, and we can't delay. It's best to discuss it soon and start the next phase of work.

When I arrived outside, the crown of the Lin building and the old Jeep brought from home were placed together, creating a striking contrast. Mr. Lin then extended an invitation, "Mr. Shi, Mr. Feng, let's ride in my car together. We can chat on the way."

"Oh, then I'll bask in the glory of Xiaolin and try sitting in the emperor's chair today." Since he had already lost, Ishimoto simply let go and got into the car, sitting comfortably in the back seat, squinting his eyes. "Sitting in this luxury car is really comfortable, unlike the old Jeep at our unit, which makes your butt sore."

Feng Gui sat next to Shi Benzhong and gave the co-pilot's seat to Lin Lou. Nowadays, everyone likes sitting in the co-pilot seat because of the good visibility, but later on, it became the best position for safety reasons. This small move has shown that they both truly respect each other now.

The car started slowly and drove towards Tsinghua University. Shi Benzhong and Feng Gui once again experienced the difference. The car was very stable during the drive, without any bumps, making them feel particularly comfortable.

Casually chatting all the way, without realizing it, we arrived outside the quadrangle. Shi Benzhong got out of the car and lazily stretched, "I really enjoyed the ride. It was so comfortable that I almost fell asleep! If it were in our company's car, it would be a miracle if you didn't throw up from all the bumps."

The other two cars also arrived shortly after, and the expressions of the passengers who disembarked from the two cars were clearly different. Their faces were pale, and some were continuously patting their chests, obviously having suffered a rough trip.

"Since we're here, let's take a tour of the forestry workers' residence first, and then we can have a meeting to allocate the work, okay?" Feng Gui curiously looked at the courtyard. There are some impressive things in this courtyard, whether it's the overall layout or the landscape decoration in the yard, there are many eye-catching things.

"I've only seen photos and drawings of this courtyard in journals before, and I haven't really had a good look at it yet!" added Shibenzhong from the side.

"Two teachers wanting to see, this is my honor! Master Yang, you take the two teachers to the side to have some tea and food, I will accompany these teachers for a walk!" Lin instructed Yang to entertain the drivers from their respective units, while he himself, along with Li Qingxi and Cao Kai, took them for a stroll in the courtyard.

Li Qingxi enthusiastically introduced the landscape decorations in the courtyard to them, specifically pointing out the landscape pieces built with tiles. He also mentioned the story of when Mr. Pei visited for the first time, "Mr. Pei was quite moved after seeing these landscape pieces back then."

"He says that in the application of construction materials such as steel, cement, glass, and stone, he is confident that he will not lose to anyone! However, when it comes to the application of roof tiles, Xiaolou definitely qualifies as his teacher! Although Mr. Bei's words are largely due to modesty, they also indirectly prove Xiaolou's accomplishments in the field of roof tiles."

When telling this story, Li Qingxi's face was filled with pride. After all, being praised by a world-renowned architect is definitely something worth being proud of.

"Kobayashi was only 18 years old back then, right? It's really amazing to be able to produce such a design at the age of 18!" Shibamoto and Feng Guike no longer have any envy. Even if they were to show their proudest work to Bei Yuming, they probably wouldn't receive such praise, maybe just a nod and a "not bad".

"During the previous meeting, Xiao Lou mentioned that preserving the essence of traditional Chinese architectural culture is not just about having a simple large roof or superficial simple forms, but about the spiritual achievement within. Aren't these clay tile landscapes exactly that? They are so much better than a simple large roof! Being seasoned professionals, they naturally appreciate the subtlety of it all."

"The big roof is not bad, but it is not suitable for everywhere. Using a big roof to display traditional architectural culture just shows their lack of ability! If they truly have the ability, it would be like the design of this quadrangle by Xiaolin, and the addition of traditional architectural elements inside the Asian Games venues, which are much more beautiful!"

After visiting the courtyard, everyone went upstairs together. Feng Guike and Shi Benzhong praised once again, "Elevating the height of the Siheyuan can double the average living space for the original residents, meeting their residential needs without damaging the traditional style of the Siheyuan. It still retains the characteristics of old Beijing architecture, continuing the ancient city's style."

"It seems perfectly feasible to renovate individual siheyuan courtyards now. If this approach could be adopted on a larger scale, it would be a great boon for protecting the historical style of Beijing's old city."

"We have made similar attempts before. In the old city area, we renovated an alley and achieved excellent results. It was also recognized by Commissioner Wu, and we intend to promote this model and incorporate it into Beijing's urban planning." Lin replied.

Similar renovations in the densely populated old city area can both preserve the ancient city's style and address the issue of inadequate residential space for the city's residents. It's a win-win situation, and this model naturally should be promoted.

"The size of this space is just right. If it's any larger, it will affect the lighting and the courtyard will feel cramped. If it's smaller, it will be a waste of such a large area of land." Sitting by the tea table on the rooftop terrace, Shi Benzhong looked contentedly at the surrounding scenery. "This place is really nice. Taking a break here at noon, enjoying the breeze and having some tea, can really clear the mind. Going back to work in the afternoon, efficiency is sure to improve."

"If the two teachers like it, we can set up the project team's office here. There are some vacant rooms anyway, I can get some computers added as well!" Linlou said with a smile, relieved that he wouldn't have to run around.

Linlou's behavior of acting like Versailles caused them great discomfort. Shi Benzhong, gnashing his teeth, asked, "Just for a temporary use by us, you want to buy a computer? Our department applied for ten units for a long time, and in the end, only four were approved..." Just by mentioning a few units, why does it feel easier than our department buying a few drawing pens?

"I just saw that there are so many computers in the office downstairs, can't we just take turns using them instead of buying new ones?" Feng Guike was also a little reluctant, and he was also a little worried that these computers must be prepared for the Tianjin pilot project. Will Linlou suggest that everyone share the cost? I can't afford that."

"Using a computer for drawing is much easier than manual drawing. Our firm has now basically popularized computer drawing technology, and our work efficiency is much higher than other architectural design units. Buying a few more computers can help us to complete the work faster and better, and start construction before Wuxi and Jinan."

Internally, the three units compete with each other, but when expanded to a larger scope, the pilot projects in Tianjin compete with those in Wuxi and Jinan.

Although the core of Tianjin's pilot program is to explore a new residential construction model under the northern climate environment, while Wuxi and Jinan are aimed at the climate environment of the south and the transitional area between the north and south, there will definitely be differences. However, there will be more similarities, so whoever completes the project first will definitely have the advantage.

From this perspective, the three units should work together to complete the work before the pilot projects in Wuxi and Jinan; especially when the others are either one unit or two units working together, while they are three units working together, and obviously have more people than the others. It would not look good if they fell behind.

"And we have quite a few projects on hand at the moment, so we need to continue hiring and increasing our office equipment. Computers, printers, and copiers are all things we'll need to buy sooner or later, so it's okay to buy them a bit in advance," Lin added.

This made them feel at ease. No need for us to spend money. Who wouldn't want to use advanced equipment? "Then we'll just be shameless and say thank you. I have also used computers at work, and I have studied computer drawing techniques. It is indeed more convenient than hand drawing and saves energy!"

"Yeah, not to mention anything else, just sitting in a chair and drawing on the computer is much easier than bending over to draw on the table. My back has been comfortable for a few days now!" Feng Gui patted his back. Due to long hours of drawing at his desk, his back had already become a mess of problems.

"In addition, traditional manual exposure methods have caused significant physical harm to employees. Therefore, we will be importing several exposure machines in the near future to replace manual operations with mechanized ones. This approach will not only significantly increase work efficiency, but also reduce the harm of chemical agents to employees," Lin added.

After the construction is completed, in order to facilitate future reinforcement, renovation, and other purposes, the engineering drawings need to be preserved for a long time. Generally speaking, depending on the nature of the building and its service life, the preservation period is usually around 50 to 200 years, for future reference and utilization.

At present, only blueprints can meet the strict requirement of "long-term preservation" to the greatest extent, and other technical drawings cannot last for such a long time.

The method for making blueprints is to draw the design with ink or a drafting pen on glass or transparent, semi-transparent paper, then placing it on photosensitive paper and securing it tightly with a glass or framed glass clip to prevent it from loosening.

According to the intensity of sunlight and operational experience, move the drawing paper to the sun for 10 minutes to 1-2 hours, then move it indoors to take out the sun-dried paper; immediately immerse the sun-dried paper in cold water and rinse for 3-5 minutes, or put it in water with a little 1% dilute hydrochloric acid for better results. After washing and drying, a clear blue background white line blueprint will appear.

The principle of this process is: under the action of light, ammonium iron citrate is reduced to ferrous ammonium citrate, which reacts with potassium ferricyanide to produce a blue insoluble precipitate of ferrous ferricyanide salt on the paper, while the unreacted portion that has not been exposed to sunlight is dissolved in water and washed away.

In the process of making blueprints, it is necessary to come into contact with chemical raw materials. Over time, this can easily cause harm to the human body. However, due to technological limitations, almost every architectural design unit has a drawing room that frequently emits strange odors.

Until the emergence of the exposure machine, the technicians were relieved from this tedious and harmful work. However, due to the high price of imported exposure machines, most units are unwilling to use them.

According to relevant regulations, a set of architectural design drawings usually need to be reproduced multiple times, even more than ten copies, in different locations for future reference, which increases the workload for the technical personnel responsible for reproducing the drawings.

Now with the exposure machine, things have become much easier. The exposure machine is not only safer, but also more efficient. Exposing with a high-pressure mercury lamp is much faster than sunlight, and you can expose continuously. Even the smell of ammonia, if still needed, is much better than traditional manual exposure.

As an old drawing dog, who doesn't know that sun-drying drawings is harmful to the body? Not to mention the corrosive effect of the chemicals, just the smell alone is unbearable! However, sun-drying machines require foreign exchange, even though the work could be done with manpower. Who would be willing to spend precious foreign exchange on this?

So everyone had to continue to overcome difficulties, smelling the stimulating chemical odor, constantly using chemical agents to produce one blueprint after another.

Linlou is now said to be buying several plotters, and Stone Benzhong and Fenggui Ke are speechless once again. It's really no wonder that it's a Hong Kong architectural firm - they're just richer than us!

Just thinking about the neat office environment and various advanced office equipment there, and then thinking about the look of our own unit, both of them could not help but sigh at how incomparable it is.

Before, Lin's building had already conquered them technically, and now they have also shown off their wealth by purchasing various expensive office equipment. This has completely deflated the spirits of Shi Benzhong and Feng Guike.

In the following meeting, Lin was much more relaxed and successfully secured more work. It became undisputed that they were the mainstay of the Tianjin pilot project. The other two units also received some work, but in terms of importance and quantity, they cannot be compared to Lin.

Ugh, drinking is so painful, but I can't refuse when my relatives invite me to dinner. It's so difficult.
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Xu Wenbiao will bring the computer and plotter next time he comes for the meeting, so that Shi Benzhong and Feng Guike don't need to share a computer with others, greatly improving work efficiency.

Under Lin's control, they refined the previous conceptual draft. The Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute and the Institute of Architectural Design Standards are not idle, each with their respective capabilities, and with their involvement, the entire plan becomes more complete, adding many new elements.

As the work goes deeper, the employees of these two units are increasingly admiring Linlou. They can achieve such achievements and win so many important projects globally, proving that they have the capital. Whether it is advanced concepts or advanced technology, they are very admired, so many people have changed their way of addressing and started calling Linlou "Teacher Lin".

Apart from Lin Lou, Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, and others also surprised them with their performance. You'd think Lin Lou is impressive on his own, but how are these young people so talented too? We have to ponder over what they create for a long time before we can understand it. Once we do understand, all that's left is admiration. Their designs are indeed much better than our own.

Even the youngest intern, Cao Kai, has given them a lot of surprises. His hand-drawn skills, learning speed, and artistic sensitivity have made them envious.

After only half a month of exposure to the world, Feng Gui couldn't sit still. He pulled Cao Kai aside and started a conversation, "Xiao Cao, you will graduate next year. Have you considered your job yet? How about joining our institute? Our institute has an old relationship with your Tian Da. Many people come over every year. Once you come in, with the help of your senior brothers and sisters, you will definitely be able to take charge of projects independently in no time."

Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning Design Institute is also one of the top architectural design units in the city, and has always been highly favored by graduates from Tianjin University's Department of Architecture. Cao Kai also considered going there at the beginning. If he were assigned to work there after graduation, he would probably be quite happy because he would have senior brothers and sisters to help take care of him and wouldn't have to worry about being left out.

And the unit has a large scale and strong strength, with more opportunities to come into contact with excellent projects, making it relatively easier to stand out compared to those smaller units.

"I always knew that you, Lao Feng, never do anything good. Without paying attention, you start trying to take Xiao Cao away!" With such outstanding talent, he would attract attention wherever he goes. It's not just Feng Gui who noticed him, but Shi Benzhong also wanted to pull him to the Institute of Building Design Standards. So when they saw the two of them chatting alone, they hurried over, afraid that Cao Kai would be taken away by him.

"Xiao Cao, I must tell you, you need to be cautious when choosing a job! The unit where Lao Feng works is not bad, but it lacks the geographical advantage. If you stay in Tianjin, how many opportunities will you have in Beijing? And our department is a subordinate unit of the ministry, there are opportunities all over the country. If you stay in Lao Feng's unit, you will only be able to work on projects in Tianjin!"

"And Tianjin also has the design institute of Tianjin University, as well as the municipal institute. There are only a few projects in the city every year, and there are even fewer opportunities left for a few companies. So, there are even fewer opportunities available to you."

"We are different. Although there are many architectural design firms in Beijing, our project scope is not limited to Beijing. As long as you are willing to come, I can guarantee you now that, within a maximum of two years, I will provide you with the opportunity to take on independent design projects. If you perform exceptionally well, it's not impossible even within one year!"

After speaking, he looked smugly at Feng Guike. You probably wouldn't dare to make this promise, right? For young people like Xiaocao who are eager to make progress, treatment and position are secondary. What he cares most about is when he can start a project.

"Two years, haha," Feng Guike chuckled coldly, "Don't let Xiao Cao go to work on the entire 2,000-square-meter residential building in Ping. If it's a project like this, it doesn't take two or three years. Whenever you want to do it, I'll arrange it for you at that time!"

"Xiao Cao, as long as you are willing to come, I will arrange a single dormitory for you so that you can study conveniently in your room. Then I will personally guide you to help you get started quickly!"

"Xiao Cao, I remember that your family is in Beijing, right? According to the principle of going back to where you came from, you should come to our unit, too? After work, you can take the bus and be home in half an hour, eating your mom's cooking every day is definitely better than staying in Tianjin and eating at the canteen, right?"

"Xiao Cao, I will be in charge of a big project next year, and you can be my assistant. Once we finish this project, you will be able to manage your own projects!" The two of them went back and forth, refusing to give in, and offered various attractive conditions to persuade Cao Kai.

Shi Ben Zhong even used Lin Lou, "Xiao Cao, don't you like to study with Lin Gong? How can you study in Tianjin? Do you come by train every weekend? It's more convenient to stay in Beijing. Whenever Lin Gong has classes or lectures, just come over. If you have to work, come to me, I will give you a holiday directly!"

Hey, do you have no shame? You even used this! This really made Feng Guike feel upset. It's fine if you want to talk about the advantages of your unit, but why bring Linlou into this? What does it have to do with you if someone else teaches well? But he couldn't refute it, because the fact is just that. It's really too far to come from Tianjin to attend the lecture.

But I refuse to accept it. If you said that your own unit has something that our Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning and Design Institute cannot compare to, then I would acknowledge it! But using someone else's abilities to entice Xiaocao, what kind of behavior is this?

Why don't you wait for a few days for me to go back and quickly talk to the professor at Tianjin University? Let them help persuade Xiao Cao. You have your advantages in Beijing, and I also have my own advantages in Tianjin. Our school has a good relationship with Tianjin University, which you can't compare!

"Teacher Feng, Teacher Shi, thank you for your recognition, but I already have a plan for after graduation!" Seeing the two of them arguing like this, Cao Kai had to speak the truth.

"Which company are you planning to join?" asked both of them at the same time. Judging from their tone, it seems like they don't want to join our company. This won't do. They quickly advised, "Xiao Cao, choosing a job is a big decision that will impact your whole life. You must not make a hasty decision. It's best to discuss it with your family/teachers and listen to their opinions!"

Both of them had similar things to say, except for one point - Shi Benzhong suggested asking his family, because Cao Kai's family is in Beijing and would definitely like him to return to Beijing; while Feng Guike suggested talking to his teachers, because he is very close to the teachers at Tianjin University and it would be convenient for them to persuade Cao Kai to come to their unit.

"I've already made up my mind. I hope to stay and work with Teacher Lin after I graduate. Even though I've only been working here for a short time, I have already grown fond of it. The environment here, whether in terms of improving my abilities or the working environment, is much better than I had imagined for my ideal work environment!" earnestly said Cao Kai.

As soon as this was said, the two of them instantly stopped talking. If you mention other units, they can both pick out a lot of problems. The big design institute says there is serious seniority hierarchy, and the small design institute says there is a lack of good opportunities. But surprisingly, Cao Kai wants to go to the Lin Building's office, which is hard to explain.

Here are all young people, there is no issue of seniority; as for opportunities, Cao Kai is still in the internship stage, and has already taken on an important role in the Tianjin pilot project. It's not an issue at all!

If you talk about treatment, there's no comparison. How much do they earn in a month at their respective workplaces? Caokai's internship pay is higher than their monthly salary. Look at Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, and the older ones like Guo Yigang and Jiang Wensong. Who doesn't live in a big house and use imported appliances?

They are not willing to accept defeat just like that. They have encountered many talented young students, but none of them are as outstanding as Cao Kai!

After a moment of stunned silence, Feng Guike reminded, "Xiao Cao, getting this job is not as simple as going wherever you want! Our Tianjin Urban and Rural Planning and Design Institute is relatively well-established, being a formal national institution with annual hiring quotas. Moreover, we have a long-term collaboration with Tianjin University. Your coming here is just going through the motions!"

"Lingong is different because it is a foreign company. It is very difficult for foreign companies to obtain the quota for recruiting college students! This is also the current objective reality. Nowadays, it is not like in the future when college students have to find jobs on their own after graduation. Although this guarantees that they will not be unemployed, it also limits their employment freedom."

"Yeah, and even if you can come here to work, it's not entirely a good thing! I speak frankly, I hope you don't mind!" On this issue, the two people who had just been arguing endlessly are now standing on the same side.

Shi Benzhong continued, "Coming to work for Lin is definitely a good thing in the short term. You can learn more and earn more money. But you also need to consider the long-term perspective!"

"Anyway, the fact is that Lin works in a private company, which is unstable after all. If there are any changes in the future, such as Lin considering changing jobs, or if there are some problems with the boss of the law firm, then it's hard to say! Although our company may not offer such high salaries, there is absolutely no need to worry about these things." Nowadays, people have various concerns about private enterprises. In comparison, the stability of state-owned enterprises has become the biggest advantage.

However, Cao Kai had already thought it through, "I'm not afraid of that. Even if there are any changes in the future, it's easy to handle. The restrictions on private architectural design firms have been lifted, haven't they? If Lin Gong plans to start his own business in the future, I will definitely follow suit!"

"If Mr. Lin doesn't approve of me, with the skills I've learned over the years, would you two still not want me if I want to come to you?" Cao Kai asked with a smile, not realizing that this law firm is actually run by Mr. Lin.

The two of them fell silent at the same time. Yeah, Cao Kai, who hasn't even graduated yet, is already so outstanding. If he spends a few more years training with Lin Lou, as long as he says the word, all those units will come rushing over to snatch him up.

"As for the issue of job assignment after graduation, I have also made up my mind. I plan to talk to Teacher Lin in a while and see if he has any solution! If it's not convenient, I will apply for graduate school at Tsinghua University. Then, I can continue to intern at Teacher Lin's place while studying. Wouldn't that work!"

Oh, what a pity. Professor Lin is still working on his own postgraduate studies and is unable to supervise graduate students. It would be great if I could study under him for my postgraduate degree.

"Hey, both of you are here! Saves me from running around again!" Linlou said as he came up, "Just now, there was a notice from the city saying that the preliminary preparations for the North Third Ring Sports Complex project have been almost completed, and the groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for this weekend. I wonder if you two are interested in going together?"

After such a long preparation, the drawings for the North Third Ring Sports Complex project have been completed and passed the validation review. The construction site is also ready, and the schedule has been communicated with the leaders. Construction is set to commence this weekend!

"Such a big event, I must definitely go!" Even though it's not a project of their two units, the Asian Games is a major concern for the entire nation. Since there's a chance to visit the construction site of the main stadium, how could one miss such an opportunity?

By the time the weekend arrived, everyone had changed into their new clothes and tidied themselves up. Early in the morning, they arrived at the construction site on the North Third Ring Road. The entrance of the site was decorated with red ribbons and colorful banners.

Once inside, the foundation laying ceremony site has been set up, with more than ten spades tied with red ribbons neatly arranged around the pit, waiting for several key leaders to come together for the soil-turning.

Standing on this vast land, looking at the large renderings in front of him, Lin Lou couldn't help but close his eyes and recall the future appearance of the Olympic Sports Center in his mind. Then he compared it with his own design. He really wanted to see the appearance of these buildings after they were completed early. They will definitely become the focus of the entire Asian Games, won't they?

Cao Kai was filled with the same thoughts as Liu Bang when he saw Qin Shihuang touring back then—a man should aspire to such deeds. If I can create a landmark building like Lin Gong in the future, then my life will be worthwhile! He probably can't imagine that his own works will become iconic buildings in multiple cities in the future.

As for Shi Benzhong and Feng Guike, we can only envy them. Look at them, at such a young age and they have taken the lead in such a nationally renowned project. Compared to them, we feel like we have accomplished very little at our age.

Cars kept coming this way, reporters from the news media arrived, representatives from various departments of the city also arrived, and then the leaders arrived one after another. Deputy Mayor Zhang, who is in charge of the construction of the Asian Games venues, is definitely coming, and behind him, even higher-ranking leaders are coming.

Linlou even saw a future leader who would join the Elder Council. After everyone had gathered, they greeted each other and chatted for a while. Several leaders looked with interest at a large-scale rendering. "Impressive, very modern and grand, yet it also embodies traditional Chinese architectural features. Your design for this project is excellent, Xiao Lin!"
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Upon hearing this, Lin finally breathed a sigh of relief. Even though the plan had already been approved and he had reported to several senior leaders before, if anyone suddenly had any ideas, it would definitely need to be modified, which would be troublesome.

Modifying the design may take time, but what's even more dreadful is when the leadership evaluates it based on their own aesthetics. It's so frustrating. Clearly, the architect proposed a very good design, but ended up creating something unrecognizable due to this reason. Is this kind of case rare in the architectural industry? And yet, it has no impact on the leadership, leaving the architect to bear all the blame.

Now that the leader has no objections, Lin can finally feel at ease. Not every leader has good taste, the recommended modifications are just right. If he really encounters such a situation, he wouldn't know what to do.

"It was mainly due to the concerted efforts of our design team, as well as valuable input from teachers at Tsinghua University and many senior professionals in the industry, that we achieved the current results," Lin Lou modestly replied.

The leader nodded in satisfaction. Nowadays, emphasis is placed on teamwork. If Lin takes all the credit to himself, it will leave a bad impression.

"Xiao Lin, come and tell us about your thoughts when designing this architecture!" This is the main stadium for the Asian Games, so even though the leaders' time is valuable, they have reserved plenty of time for a tour before the official groundbreaking ceremony.

"Yes, according to the latest concepts from European and American countries, this group of buildings should be called a sports complex. It can not only meet the needs of hosting various competitions, but also utilize the influx of visitors from sports events and large-scale cultural performances to promote commercial development..." Lin explained to them in detail while pointing at the renderings.

"…Through several similar cases in European and American countries, such as the architectural planning near the Los Angeles Forum and the commercial layout near the Meazza Stadium in Italy, the same conclusion can be drawn: this kind of planning is feasible and can achieve good economic effects."

Several leaders nodded from time to time. Since the reform and opening up, everyone has attached more and more importance to the economy. Moreover, the country has spent so much money on hosting the Asian Games, leading to widespread difficulties and unresolved expenses. They would be happy if economic benefits could be generated as soon as possible.

Mr. Huo from Hong Kong is very optimistic about the business prospects here. He has already signed a BOT contract with us, and he will be responsible for the construction cost of the hotel. After it is built, Mr. Huo will be in charge of managing the operation for more than ten years, and then return it to our city BJ. This has saved us a lot of money!

"Moreover, Mr. Huo is very interested in this commercial street and is also considering adopting a similar approach. However, we feel that it wouldn't be right to trouble Mr. Huo all the time, so we want to contribute as well, while also learning from the advanced management and operation experience in Hong Kong during the business process," Vice Mayor Zhang added on the side.

"I have been to the Swan Hotel before, it is managed very well. Mr. Huo has experience in this field, so handing over this hotel to him will definitely ensure good operations." Mr. Huo is an old friend of our party, and all the leaders have full confidence in him.

Then Linlou continued to introduce, leading the officials a few steps to the interior rendering, "In the construction of the venue, we have used a lot of international leading new technologies. First, for the roof section, we have adopted the aluminum-magnesium-manganese panel jointly developed by Tsinghua Architectural Materials Research Institute and Xiangjiang Hualin Company."

"Can avoid the disturbance of sports events caused by the loud noises from old metal sheets due to thermal expansion and contraction. As I mentioned this, the leader unconsciously nodded, as they also need to regularly organize various sports events and art performances, and have indeed encountered this problem."

"Internationally leading?" And the focus of leadership has been placed on this, and then Linlou explained to him the situation of this new material in detail, ".... Hualin Company has invested hundreds of thousands of dollars to complete the industrial production technology of this new type of building material. It has now been exported to Europe, and discussions are currently underway for the US market. It is estimated that there will be good news soon."

"This is really good news!" The leaders were quite pleased. Currently, most of the exports from the country are raw materials or basic industrial products. There are not many highly processed products with high technological content like this. It is indeed worth celebrating.

"At the same time, we have also utilized a variety of new technologies and devices for the internal functional partitions, which not only allow players to compete better and spectators to have a better viewing experience, but also improve the efficiency of television broadcasting, making it convenient for reporters to conduct interviews and send news." Then Linlou also introduced the functional distribution.

"Furthermore, considering the need for hosting the Olympics in the future, we have reserved modification space in the design to facilitate renovation for the Olympics." As for the specific requirements for hosting the Olympics, including the type of sports venues needed and the addition of new equipment, Linlou is equally clear.

"The Olympics..." Several leaders pondered for a moment and did not immediately express their opinions. Although China has successfully won the right to host the Asian Games, the Asian Games and the Olympics are quite different. At present, there are only some ideas, and as for when to apply for hosting, it still depends on the country's economic development and the situation of the Asian Games.

"You can think of these very well. Indeed, such good sports facilities will definitely be used for several decades. And with the rapid development of technology nowadays, if there is no space reserved for future renovations, it will be troublesome. However, we still have to commend Linlou for such meticulous thinking."

From overall planning and layout, to the details of each building, and then the exterior landscaping, Linlou has covered everything, and finally mentioned those elements with rich traditional architectural culture.

"Although it is a very modern architecture, you can actually see that this is Chinese architecture! There should be more of these kinds of buildings." The leader indeed likes these.

"Yes, sometimes when I'm in big cities like Beijing and Shanghai and see those newly built skyscrapers, I feel pleased about the development of our country's economy, but at the same time, I feel a bit sorry that these buildings, while impressive, all look too Western," another leader added in agreement.

"In terms of economy, the modern buildings popular in major cities today have undergone historical verification in European and American countries, achieving a relative balance in functionality and economic costs." Seeing that the leader was in a good mood today, Linlou felt more courageous and explained the reasons for this situation to them.

"In fact, in developed countries such as Europe, America, and Japan, if you don't visit the old city areas, walking on newly built main streets, many buildings look the same. Apart from the different languages on the storefronts, it's hard to distinguish whether it's Paris or New York, London or Berlin. Even in my frequent destination, the city of Dum, this trend has emerged."

The leaders found this point of view very interesting and gestured for Lin Lou to elaborate a bit, so Lin Lou went on to say, "In the past, due to differences in technological development, climate, and local customs, traditional architecture in various countries around the world has presented a diverse range of styles. The West primarily used stone, while we primarily used earth and wood, and Southeast Asian countries often used bamboo..."

"Even in our country, the architecture in different regions presents different forms. Due to the impact of the plum rain season, the roofs in the Jiangnan region have a large slope, while in the western regions where it is dry all year round, the roofs are flat. In the southwestern ethnic minority areas, there is a need for moisture-proofing, hence the appearance of stilted buildings..."

"With the development of technology, better construction materials such as reinforcing steel, cement, and glass have replaced earth, stone, and bamboo as the mainstream. Each building material has its own properties, and there are regularities in designing houses suitable for these materials, leading to the emergence of relatively similar modern architecture."

"The form of these buildings has undergone nearly a hundred years of development, the painstaking research of countless architects and scientists, and is a very mature and reliable solution."

"The houses built according to the new plan are more adaptable to the changes in the environment of different regions than traditional buildings. Whether these high-rise buildings are constructed in Jiangnan or the Western Regions, there is no need for major adjustments to their appearance based on the local climate. Only minor modifications in the details are necessary."

"For example, in the cold regions of the northeast, walls are thicker, double-glazed windows are preferred, and indoor heating is necessary to withstand the cold. In hotter areas in the south, single-glazed windows may suffice, and even larger windows can be used... After entering the 21st century, although there are still differences in the world's architecture, overall they are indeed becoming more and more similar."

"If that's the case, does it mean that the architecture of various countries in the world will be generally similar in the future? It's hard to see any differences," a leader frowned and asked, "Is this situation not so good? Shouldn't we preserve some of the good things left by our ancestors?"

"In the international architecture field, there is also reflection on the global trend of modern architecture in recent years, and many architects have proposed to combine architecture with local culture." However, integrating with local culture does not mean unifying under a large roof.

"However, this combination is not simply copying the original architectural style. It can be done in some special places, such as ancient architectural restoration, tourist areas, or old city areas with historical heritage."

"In other places, even if you want to inherit the essence of traditional architectural culture, it should also be based on the integration with modern architectural concepts. For example, Mr. Kenzo Tange, a Japanese architect, borrowed the traditional Japanese pattern for the design of the Yoyogi National Gymnasium for the Tokyo Olympics."

"For example, the Portuguese architect Alvaro Siza, with the Pinhao Tea House as an example, utilizes traditional Mediterranean coastal architectural structures such as the warm red tiled single-sloped roof, wooden window and panel decorations, white plaster walls, etc. All of the above reflect Siza's exploration of traditional Portuguese rural architecture."

For example, Mr. Kisho Kurokawa, who designed the Sino-Japanese Youth Friendship Exchange Center with me, drew architectural inspiration from the traditional Japanese tea ceremony culture and has made a significant impact on the western architectural community through his concept of "void space".

"In our country's traditional architectural culture, there are indeed many valuable things. By integrating them with modern architecture, there will inevitably be classic projects like Dasavatara Stadium and Bonova Tea House, and it will also give birth to new architectural theories that will in turn influence Western architects."

However, this is definitely not a direct application of traditional architectural elements, nor is it simply adding a large roof to the house, something that Linlou did not mention, but a few leaders were able to understand the meaning of it.

"Today it's getting late, just listening to you without seeing any pictures, there are many things that we won't be able to understand. If you have time in the near future, Lin, how about giving us a class and explaining in detail what you just mentioned? Let's take a look at how other countries in the world protect and promote their architectural cultures." A few leaders exchanged glances, and one of them said.

Leaders and cadres are not all-round experts. They also need to recharge themselves from time to time. When they encounter problems they do not quite understand, they invite experts to give lectures. Recently, there has been a growing discussion on how to protect the historical features of Beijing, and they have also heard many different opinions.

These statements are quite limiting. Few people are able to explain these things like Lin, who can talk to them from the perspective of technological development and the overall international architectural trends. They all feel that it would definitely be beneficial to listen to more of Lin's insights.

"No problem!" Lin Lou tightly clenched his fist, hoping that he could seize this opportunity and prevent the headache-inducing situation that occurred during the last meeting with the big boss. Maybe even turn around more regrets.

"If our country wants to develop, we need young people like Comrade Xiaolin who are educated and courageous!" The leader shook Lin's hand and patted his back, saying, "Young man, work hard and strive to create more and better architectural works in the future!"

After this remark, countless envious eyes fell on Linlou. With the leadership's words, his future is limitless! Although Linlou has already gained much prestige in the construction industry, this time it's on a whole new level, the concept is completely different.

Leaving aside other factors, just based on this statement, in the future, when local governments in China are looking for Linlou's designs for large-scale public projects, they will have much fewer concerns.

"Just based on his current achievements, coupled with today's matter, and the influence of Tsinghua University, he might become a minister of the department before he reaches fifty!"

"First there was Liang Sicheng, now we have Professor Wu, and in the future there will be Lin Lou. The talent inheritance at Tsinghua University is truly something to be envious of!" Many architects on the scene were murmuring to each other. It seems that they have witnessed the slow rise of another new giant in the domestic architectural industry.

Then the soil was laid and the foundation was established. The reporters took some photos and quickly left. After the foundation laying ceremony, Lin returned to start making arrangements, "Xiao Cao, put aside your current task for now. There's a more urgent matter for you to take care of!"

I managed to write it before twelve o'clock, I'll try to do two updates tomorrow.
Chapter 535 Can we change the time?

Lin Lou will definitely need various drawings and photos to help the leader understand his ideas when giving a lecture, and since the PPT won't be available until next year, someone will definitely need to help him replace the photos and drawings. The opportunity to meet with the senior leader is precious, even if you don't say anything at the time, just showing up in front of the leader is good. Such opportunities definitely need to be handled carefully.

Li Qingxi and others are older than himself. Although they are certainly willing, it is somewhat inappropriate for them to do this kind of work. To be honest, their future achievements will inevitably be limited, so it is a bit of a waste to use such an opportunity on them. As for others with slightly less talent, Linlou thought of Cao Kai.

Leaving such an opportunity to future academicians is absolutely appropriate. When Cao Kai succeeds in the future, this experience will also be a great story to tell.

"You may speak," Cao Kai immediately set aside his work, following Lin Lou into the small office, and took out his notebook ready to record at any time. His memory was very good, but he never became careless because of this advantage. Anything important would definitely be noted in his notebook to avoid omissions or negligence.

"Just now you were also at the scene, I guess you heard some of it. The leader asked me to prepare a little something, and when they have time, we can schedule a time to talk to them. The leaders are all very busy, so it's not easy to choose a suitable time. However, we must prepare the work that needs to be done first, so that we don't miss the opportunity when they have time, but we can't present it well!"

These are truly important figures with many responsibilities. They each have their own work arrangements, and their daily schedules are very busy. They often have to go on business trips, inspections, and foreign visits. It is indeed quite difficult to find a time when everyone is available to listen to Lin Lou speak for a couple of hours.

Because the leaders' time is precious, Lin needs to do a good job of preparing. He strives to leave a deep impression on the leaders with one lecture, after all, this is not like teaching students at Tsinghua University where he can continue the next time. Regardless of the overall outline or the selected materials, they must be carefully considered.

The connection between architecture and politics is very close. Just look at the proportion of real estate in the future national economy, and you will understand. Even in the current era when real estate has not yet surged, there are many politically significant projects. Just take a stroll around the square and you will understand.

Architects who want to influence politics can do so in a few ways. They can, like Commissioner Wu, serve in important positions in certain crucial committees. Or, like Liang Sicheng and Yang Tingbao, they can play irreplaceable technical roles, ensuring that the country considers them when undertaking major projects.

Another way is to provide education to leaders! After all, leaders are not omniscient and cannot have a deep understanding of every field. However, in their daily work, they inevitably have a profound impact on these fields. Therefore, it has become customary to frequently invite experts from various fields to conduct courses and popularize basic knowledge and the latest achievements in those fields.

Those selected to give lectures to leaders are all top experts with strong political and professional expertise. Once they explain the issues clearly, the leaders will know how to make decisions in the next step of their work.

It is indeed a bit different this time to have Lin Lou giving a lecture to the leaders. Generally speaking, experts as young as him are not qualified to participate in these activities. The same goes for Member Wu, and Academician Guan is still a bit lacking at the moment.

However, on one hand, Lin has won numerous awards at home and abroad and has been responsible for the construction of many significant projects both domestically and internationally. The leaders occasionally hear his name mentioned. On the other hand, during the groundbreaking ceremony just now, Lin's responses were very bold and quite different from what the leaders had heard before, but upon careful consideration, they made a lot of sense.

So the leaders became interested for a moment. It's said that by listening to different opinions, one can gain insight and by favoring one side, one remains in the dark. It is beneficial to listen to different opinions. Currently, there is quite a controversy in the field of architecture on certain issues, and they are not ready to make a decision easily. Since that's the case, let's give him a chance to say more.

Lin continued to instruct Cao Kai, "You need to collect information from these aspects. Firstly, consider the cost differences between pure modern architecture and the fusion of traditional Chinese and modern styles, which have been representative in recent years. You must clearly explain the cost gaps."

In this day and age, under such economic conditions, it is not yet permissible to waste too much money on such insignificant decorations. If solid data can be used to prove that building a large roof has no functional benefits and will instead create a considerable financial burden, they would surely be more cautious, right?

In this case, the trend of large roof construction will inevitably be greatly reduced. Although there may still be some buildings like this, the policy of increasing roof size for all new large projects as in history will definitely not exist.

"And then, it is about how countries around the world have integrated modern architecture with local culture after entering the modern era, for example, the works of Kenzo Tange and Alvaro Siza.... Since these two names have been mentioned in front of the leaders, they must be included, and we must find good enough pictures."

Lin Lou talked a lot to Cao Kai, and Cao Kai carefully took note of it all, "This is all I can think of for now. You go collect the relevant information first, and then I'll organize the outline. After the outline is sorted out, we can see if there's anything else to add!"

The work I am about to do may have an impact on national policies, right? Cao Kai was extremely excited. As an intellectual, this was almost their highest ideal, to use their knowledge to influence the major policies, and thereby drive the development of the country. Just thinking about these things will make people excited beyond themselves.

"Understood, I will definitely complete this task!" Cao Kai restrained his excitement and got up to leave. As he left, he staggered as if he were drunk.

Then Linlou took out his notebook and began writing down key words, preparing to organize an outline. After finishing the outline, he then wrote the text based on it and matched it with images. It's not easy to get all of these tasks done.

At this time, he increasingly yearns for PPT and the internet. In the future, doing the same work will be much clearer. PPT provides a good way of presentation, while the internet provides a massive amount of resources.

Oh, so the PPT won't be launched until next year? How about I ask Lin Qiao to find out some insider information? Lin Lou remembered the development history of PPT, and it seems like he could also get involved in this business deal.

Robert Gaskins is a visionary entrepreneur. As early as the mid-1980s, he realized that the large but untapped market of business presentations was a perfect match for the emerging era of graphical computer. Many venture capitalists disagreed, insisting that the text-based DOS computers would never disappear.

In 1984, Jobs joined a declining Silicon Valley software company called Forethought and hired software developer Dennis Austin.

Gaskins and Austin realized their dream and designed the "Presenter" program. Austin and Tom Rudkin designed the original version of the software, and Gaskins later suggested the new product name "PowerPoint," which eventually became the official product name.

The Mac operating system version of PowerPoint 1.0 was released in 1987. Later that year, Microsoft acquired the company for $14 million, marking Microsoft's first acquisition in its history. Three years later, the Windows version of PowerPoint was released, and since then, the software has dominated the market for business presentations.

According to this point in time, Guskins has not completely finished the first version of the PPT software. There is still time to get involved, whether it's through investing or acquiring, Linlou and Linqiao both have ample funds.

When Lin Lou thought of this, he called Lin Qiao, "Brother, I recently received some news that there is a company called Forethought in Silicon Valley, developing a commercial version of presentation software. I think this product would be very helpful for our company."

"Business presentation slides?" Lin Qiao was momentarily confused. Autodesk is a company that deals with graphic design software, so what does that have to do with presentation slides?

"Yes, now with CAD software, it's much more convenient for me to do design. But when it comes to explaining to clients, I still have to use the old method." The big box-shaped laser pointer is used more for showing off than its practicality.

"So I was thinking, if there is such a software that can use a projector to display the images, it would be much more convenient for me to commentate." Of course, the early versions of PPT functionality are not powerful enough. It may not be easy to perfectly show the effect that Linlou wants, but children will always grow up, and the software will become more and more mature.

In this case, our customers will definitely make a purchase. No matter how good the product you have made is, it needs to be shown to the customers. Having a more convenient and powerful display system will be very helpful for persuading them. Whether it's architects, fashion designers, or industrial designers, they all need such a product!

The description of Linlou is clear and straightforward, pointing out the biggest utility of this product, "At first, we can focus on our own customers, and later, we can expand to other areas. I think this product is very helpful for their work, whether it's advertising producers or financial professionals."

Lin Qiao imagined the scene described by Lin Lou and said, "Indeed, it is possible. Graphical computers are the future trend, and Forethought's product undoubtedly caters to this trend!"

This company is not very large and is currently declining. There is great hope for cooperation with them! It will not be difficult whether we cooperate with the Otto company or handle it ourselves! Let me first have someone collect information quickly, and then make decisions based on the information collected.

"At the same time, I will talk to the board members first to see what they think! If they agree, Forethought company will acquire or invest in this company. If the board has significant objections, then we will do it ourselves!" Lin Qiao knew the situation of Forethought company and with the strength of the two brothers, they can handle it.

Now that Cisco has started to turn a profit, coupled with the dividend from Autodesk, the financial situation of the two brothers is quite affluent.

After saying a few more words, Lin hung up the phone. Whether it was him or Lin Qiao, they probably didn't have the energy to manage the company. Moreover, the development of PPT also relies on Microsoft's platform, so the probability of this software being acquired by Microsoft in the future is quite high. However, with their interference, it might not be realistic for Dameng to try to buy the company for $14 million.

Lin Lou has made up his mind that when Microsoft comes to acquire, he will try his best to choose not to take cash, but to exchange for shares of Microsoft, and then wait for the stock to appreciate.

This is just a small incident. It's nothing more than a matter of around ten billion dollars. Lin Lou said and then put it aside, and continued to organize the outline.

It took two days to organize the outline and fill in the text content. Next, Linlou and Cao Kai will work together to collect various images. In order for the leaders to better understand his ideas, there must be an adequate number of photos or design drawings. Otherwise, it would be too difficult to have a clear understanding just by relying on text descriptions.

It's best to have the necessary information in our own firm's database. If not, we can only obtain it through the channels of Tadao Ando, I.M. Pei, Alvar Aalto, and others, and then have it mailed to us.

At the same time, in order to avoid the situation where Lin Lou is asked to attend the class by the leader before receiving the email, Lin Lou asked them to fax a set of pictures first. Nowadays, the clarity of fax is not high enough, but it is sufficient to use as a reference.

After receiving the fax, he, along with Cao Kai and several highly skilled employees in the office, converted these blurry images into hand-drawn illustrations. They would then present these illustrations to the leaders, which should be sufficient.

Cao Kai has been exposed to a wider variety of architectural styles recently, broadening his horizons. This has also led to some subtle changes in his hand-drawn style, as he is developing more and more of his own ideas.

After being busy for several days, Linlou finally got everything ready for the lecture. He was just waiting for the notification to go and give the leaders a class. However, he didn't know if the leaders were too busy with work or what, as he had been waiting for over a week and still had not received any news.

On that day, as he was about to gather his colleagues at the law firm for a meeting, he received a phone call. A polite middle-aged man arrived at the courtyard and presented his credential, who turned out to be the associate of the senior leader from last time.

"Comrade Linlou, will you be free the day after tomorrow? I will come to pick you up, and you can go to speak with a few leaders about what you mentioned last time!" The person said, then naturally waited for Linlou's agreement.

Lin Lou showed a troubled expression and said, "Can we change the time?"

Thank you UPcoo for the 5000 rewards, thank you to the book friends 20180322012504047, the god and demon Tianzun, the unevolved little horse, and Xuantengluo for the rewards.
Chapter 536 Awarding Ceremony

Liu Feng thought he had misheard. The leader asked you to attend the class, shouldn't you drop everything and prepare for the meeting the day after tomorrow? Why are you bargaining?

Lin Lou looked innocent, I really didn't want to, but things just ended up here. What can I do? I know it's not right to say so, but I can't just push the matter aside either!

Liu Feng's temperament is good. Instead of getting angry right away, he showed a kind smile and asked with concern, "It seems like Comrade Xiao Lin is very busy with work. What happened that day? If you can't handle it on your own, let me see if I can help come up with a solution!"

Linlou did have other arrangements that day. He called the other department and asked them to reschedule directly. Do you really think your matters are more important than leadership attending the class? I believe no one would lack common sense.

"If it were anything else, I would have declined without hesitation, but this time it's not that simple," Linlou revealed the mystery, "Just now, the Urudi Ambassador to China called me and said that the national stadium we helped build has been completed and passed the inspection. It can be put into use!"

"According to the arrangement made in Uridi, a grand ceremony will be held the day after tomorrow to celebrate the completion and opening of the sports stadium. Uridi has made meticulous preparations for this event, and in addition to the cultural performance showcasing Uridi's unique features, there will also be a match between the two most popular football teams in their country."

"At the honors ceremony, President Basongjizha of Uruudi will present medals to individuals and groups who have made outstanding contributions to the construction of the National Sports Arena, including representatives of our country's aid project team. I am also on the honors list as the designer of the project!" President Basongjizha's promise to Linlou has finally been fulfilled."

"For myself, of course I would prefer to act according to your arrangements, but this matter is ultimately a foreign affairs activity, and they have specially invited us. If we refuse, wouldn't it be a bit inappropriate?" Linlou explained.

"Comrade Linlou, this is definitely a great thing!" The hint of dissatisfaction hidden in Liu Feng's eyes vanished instantly. It was indeed a great thing for a Chinese architect to be invited to attend the completion ceremony of a national stadium in another country and to receive a medal from the president of that country.

Liu Feng quickly said, "It's okay, it's the same to resume the class when you come back from Urdi. I'll go back to explain to a few leaders. By the way, accepting the medal this time is also very beneficial for promoting the relationship between the two countries. If there is anything you need help with, just ask."

"The colleagues from the foreign affairs department also called and said they would arrange for someone to come and help me. For such an important matter, the Urdi side must definitely notify the foreign affairs department."

"I won't delay you any longer. You should start preparing right away. We can discuss the matter of the class when you come back. The leaders will surely be very happy to hear this news. I need to go back and inform them as soon as possible." With that, Liu Feng hurriedly left. This matter also needed to be reported back as soon as possible.

And then it's good to adjust the leader's schedule, whether to use the originally reserved time to listen to other experts' lectures, or simply cancel the arrangement and let the leaders get busy with their own tasks.

After coming out, he first made a call to the foreign affairs department to confirm the accuracy of the information before reporting to the leader. The leader was also very happy to hear the news, and at the same time, a little curious, after all, he had not been stood up for many years, which was a feeling that was hard to describe.

"This is a good thing. China and Africa both belong to the third world countries. At this time, we should unite more closely. Comrade Xiaolin is now also a symbol of the friendship between China and Ukraine. Contact the publicity department and have them arrange for a capable team to go there and record this scene." The leader instructed.

As for whether Linlou's acceptance of the knighthood should be reported in the news or promoted, it depends on the specific process of the knighting ceremony and the feedback afterwards.

Hmm, a while ago, during the groundbreaking ceremony of the Olympic Sports Center, Linlou was featured in the hourly news. Now, less than a month later, he's going to be featured again. His appearance frequency in the hourly news is almost higher than that of the leader of some provinces. After hearing this, Liufeng couldn't help but feel amazed.

And he is so young. This young man can often appear in prime time news. In his memory, besides Linlou, few outstanding athletes can achieve this.

Liu Feng went down to make arrangements, and not long after, a journalist with a camera around his neck found the courtyard of Lin's building and went in to find everyone busy packing up.

"Oh, it's Feng Hongqi, the journalist, right? Come in and have a rest, I'll pour you some tea." Li Qingxi greeted him warmly and welcomed him in, even though the focus of the interview was definitely on Lin Lou. However, he was sure to benefit from some of the spotlight as well. If he could show his face in the newspaper or on TV, he would be able to boast for a long time.

"I can do it myself, I can do it myself. It was announced at the society when I came that this time we are causing trouble for you. How could I have the nerve to ask you to pour water for me!" Nowadays, the status of a journalist is very high, especially for journalists from central mainstream media. Local leaders have to be careful to serve them.

But today is different. This was arranged by the editor-in-chief calling the head office, and the editor-in-chief personally arranged for himself to come over. So, Feng Hongqi didn't put on any airs and maintained a humble attitude.

I don't have time for an interview today. Everyone is busy packing up. We will leave for Africa early tomorrow morning. This time, Lin does not need to buy the tickets himself. He was invited by the Urudi to attend the award ceremony, so the tickets are covered by the Urudi officials.

He was given several slots in total to bring along team members who made outstanding contributions during the design process at the Saint Drum Stadium, including Li Qingxi, Jin Qiuxiang, and Lin Mita. In addition, he also brought Cao Kai, although Urudi's architectural level is relatively backward, the unique African style can still broaden Cao Kai's horizons.

Feng Hongqi sat for a while and then hurried back. He also had to go to Uludi with Linlou, so he had to hurry back to pack up. After inquiring about the things to prepare, he put away his notebook and prepared to go back to make preparations according to Li Qingxi's instructions.

The next morning, before the appointed time, Feng Hongqi was already waiting at the door. At 7:30, Lin's car arrived on time at his doorstep, and he got in as well.

"Thank you, Lin, I'm really sorry to trouble you. I could have taken the bus there as well!" Getting into the car, Feng Hongqi hurriedly expressed her gratitude, ignoring the lavish interior decor of the Crown.

"It's fine, anyway, we're heading to the airport and happen to pass by your place." Then the two of them started chatting, with Linlou telling him about the origin of this project and the unique local customs of Uluudi.

When they arrived at the airport and waited for Lin Lou to get out of the passenger seat, Feng Hongqi suddenly noticed that there was also a camera hanging around his neck. Upon closer inspection, he realized that it was an imported Leica camera, much better than his own.

Feng Hongqi is a photojournalist. He has always studied cameras extensively. At a glance, he could tell that the Leica around Lin's neck was not just any ordinary camera, but a limited edition M4-2. Looking at the Seagull hanging around his own neck, he couldn't help but envy Lin. Wherever they go, if people only look at the cameras and not the clothes, it seems that Lin seems more like a journalist than him.

Upon boarding the plane, Lin went straight to the first-class cabin. It's fair to say that as a recipient of the highest honor in Uludi, he deserves this treatment, especially when Uludi's economy is struggling. However, this privilege is only for Lin, while the others will have to make do with the economy class.

After several transfers, they finally landed at the airport outside the capital city of Ruvagasso in Uruđi. Ambassador Shirui personally came to the airport to greet them this time. The level of the Uruđi officials accompanying him was much higher than the previous visits by Linlou.

"Xiao Lin, you've really brought honor to us this time. The highest honor in Uruiti- the National Merit Medal, has been awarded very few times in history, and to foreigners even less. According to the information I've gathered, you should be the third recipient!" Ambassador Shi Ruishen said with a beaming face as he shook hands with Linlou.

The construction of the Shenggu Sports Stadium and the influx of a large number of Chinese bicycles into Uridi are credited to him. As a result, he has gained recognition from his superiors. After the ceremony, he will resign from his position as ambassador to Uridi and return to the country to report. Following a period of training, he will be able to assume the position of ambassador in a certain European country and be promoted to the rank of ambassador.

From Africa to Europe, and from deputy level to full director level, no matter which way you look at it, he has taken a big step up, and a lot of it is thanks to Linlou. I'm sure he would be happy to see him now.

Those Uludi officials enthusiastically gave warm hugs and expressed their gratitude to Linlou in a warm and enthusiastic language for contributing a beautiful stadium to Uludi.

Feng Hongqi, disregarding the weariness of the journey, quickly took out her camera upon seeing this scene and captured the moment when Lin Lou and a certain official from the Urudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs embraced, click click, she got the picture.

Everyone knows that the Lin family has just finished a long-haul flight and must be very exhausted, so the airport welcome ceremony quickly ended, and then they got into the car together and drove to the city center of Luvajaso.

The scenery along the way captivated Feng Hongqi's attention, and he found the African youth transporting goods with bicycles quite intriguing. However, the dilapidated houses on both sides of the road left him somewhat disappointed. Is this rundown place really the capital of a country?

The convoy took a detour on the way specifically to pass by the Shenggu Sports Stadium. The entire building has been completely constructed and specially decorated according to the requirements of the inauguration ceremony. The brand-new stadium, along with the vibrant decorations, looks exceptionally beautiful.

When Feng Hongqi saw this stadium, he was surprised and opened his mouth wide. Compared to the low and dilapidated buildings on the sides of the road just now, this stadium is really beautiful. "Is this the stadium designed by Lin Gong?"

Don't say compared to the buildings we saw just now, even in China, there are few stadiums that are as beautiful, right? Originally, when Feng Hongqi heard that the design of the main stadium of the Beijing Asian Games and the surrounding supporting buildings was entrusted to a young man in his twenties, he was a little worried that Lin Lou would not do a good job. But after seeing the Shenggu Stadium, his worries disappeared instantly.

Even if the stadium is moved directly to the country, it definitely qualifies as a venue for the Asian Games, right? It was definitely the right decision to entrust the project to Engineer Lin!

This time, Lin and his team did not stay at the embassy, but instead were arranged to stay at the state guesthouse by the Urudi side. Lin also got a large suite.

Resting for a night, the next morning they participated in some activities. By the afternoon, they arrived at the Holy Drum Stadium. Upon entering, they saw that the stadium was packed with tens of thousands of people. Some were beating the traditional holy drum while others were singing ancient ballads, all waiting for the start of the competition and performance.

Lin Lou took her seat at the presidential podium, and President Bason Jizha was in an extremely good mood today. He thanked her repeatedly upon seeing her. Shortly after Lin Lou arrived, the ceremony began officially.

First, the most renowned drummer of Uludi appeared with the team and presented a passionate and stirring drum performance, arousing the emotions of the entire audience.

President Basonjiza then delivered a passionate speech, reviewing the history of Uluki, highly praising the significant importance of the Sacred Drum Stadium to Uluki, and looking forward to the bright future of Uluki.

The knighting ceremony continued with the presentation of lower-ranking medals. Representatives from the Chinese aid construction teams and outstanding delegates from the construction process at the San Gu Stadium in Uruiti came on stage one after another to receive their medals.

Then at a higher level, Commander Meng Zhijun, in his capacity as the person in charge of the project construction, received his own medal, followed by several other personnel from the Uluudi side.

The highlight naturally should be saved for the end, with the protocol personnel carrying a gleaming golden medal walking onto the stage. President Basonkyza declared loudly, "The next to be presented is the highest honor of Uruudi - the National Merit Medal."

Architect Mr. Lin Lou from China, with his outstanding talent, has fused modern architecture with the traditional sacred drum culture of Uluru, presenting us with an outstanding sports stadium. Now, I present this medal to him!

The update for tomorrow will still be delayed.
Chapter 537 - On TV Again

"Courage, friendship, honesty, and unity are the beliefs that we, the Uru people, have always adhered to! And the sacred drum is the most precious heritage in our Uru culture. Mr. Linlou used his genius ideas to incorporate the essence of our Uru culture into this new stadium…" President Basonkiza is full of praise for this building.

"Linglou has deeply communicated with many artists in our country while creating this work. His approach and this work deserve our respect. Mr. Linglou is the best friend of our people. I am now awarding him the highest honor of the Uru people - the National Achievement Medal, to express our gratitude!"

As soon as the words fell, nearly 50,000 audience members clapped in unison. While they may not understand architecture, whether it was the supporting pillars shaped like sacred drums, the massive Uluru totem graffiti on the stadium, or the ubiquitous signs with Uluru cultural features, they were deeply moved.

This is too amazing, right? Feng Hongqi's hand holding the camera was trembling with excitement. For a Chinese to gain such recognition abroad made him feel proud. He tried to control his excitement and aimed the camera at President Basongkiza and Linlou, wanting to capture this precious moment.

At the same time, the corner of his eye was also keeping an eye on the staff of the Urdi National TV Station. They were filming with a camera next to him. Feng Hongqi felt that such a precious scene would be a pity if he only brought back photos. He must ask them later if they could make a copy of the videotape for him to take back, so that it could be played on a television program.

"Mr. Lin, thank you very much for everything you have done for Uludi!" President Basonkiza shook hands with Mr. Lin, then turned to the side for the reporters to take pictures.

Keep this posture for about a minute, then he took the medal made of gold, set with gemstones, and carved with patterns of sacred drums from the tray held by the etiquette personnel and personally wore it on Lin Lou's neck. Then he raised Lin Lou's right hand high and the continuous applause echoed in the venue once again.

If I could make fifty thousand people applaud and cheer for me, that would really be worth it! Looking at Linlou, Cao Kai's eyes were full of envy, and his hands were all red from clapping.

After Feng Hongqi captured the moment of Linlou receiving the medal, he quickly turned his camera towards the audience applauding in the field. This scene also clearly demonstrates the status of Linlou in the hearts of the Urudi people.

The applause lasted for five minutes before finally ending, thanks to Lin's repeated bows, urging everyone to stop clapping; otherwise, the applause would have lasted even longer.

The award ceremony ended and the literary and artistic performance began. Artists from Uluudi presented a performance with rich national characteristics. Linlou watched with great interest from the stage, occasionally raising his camera to take a few photos. After a while, he felt a bit unsatisfied and took out another device from his bag.

The home camera from Japan's JVC company, which Lin bought when he went to Tokyo to discuss work with Kisho Kurokawa last time, has now come in handy.

Does Lin have this? Why didn't he mention it earlier? If he had, I could have borrowed it to film the awards ceremony just now! Feng Hongqi is so envious, how come you have everything? And it's all high-end stuff, making it look like you're more professional than me, a professional journalist.

Unfortunately, it's too late now. He had to seize the opportunity during the break in the program to communicate with the staff of the Urudi National Television Station in French. "Hello, I am a journalist from China. I have something to ask for your help!"

"Oh, dear Chinese friends, what trouble do you have? If we can, we will definitely help you!" Due to the presence of the aid team from Linlou, the people of Urdi have a very positive impression of the Chinese, so there was an enthusiastic response immediately.

"It's like this, this time I only brought a camera and didn't bring a video camera, so I only took photos of the scene just now without capturing any audiovisual materials, which I regret. Luckily, I saw that you captured the scene just now, so I wanted to ask if after the event, can you make a copy of the video for me?" Feng Hongqi asked.

"Um..." The staff member looked hesitant. On one hand, Chinese friends had helped them a lot, and the Chinese journalist was only asking for a copy of the videotape, so they should probably agree. But the economic situation in Urudi was very difficult, and even the national TV station didn't have enough funds. Videotapes were precious assets, and at his level, he wasn't qualified to decide to give away a videotape.

"No problem, it is our honor to help our Chinese friends, and we also want more Chinese friends to see our gratitude to help them as Uru people!" Luckily, there was a senior executive from the Uru National Television nearby, and he readily agreed.

After the artistic performance, the two strongest domestic football teams from Uludi started their warm-up on the field, becoming the first batch of participants since the stadium's inauguration, while also vying for the first championship born in the stadium.

Meanwhile, Linlou took the time to review the instructions for the medal. A country's highest honor medal is not only the medal itself, but also comes with certain benefits.

For example, the highest honor in the United States, the Congressional Medal of Honor, comes with these benefits: individuals who receive the Medal of Honor can ride for free on aircraft of the Military Air Transport Command when there are available seats; the children of individuals who receive the Medal of Honor can be admitted to the United States Military Academy without being subject to the quota restrictions, as long as they meet the specified criteria.

The certificate of honor medal recipients, the medal can be inherited by their children; army personnel who receive the Medal of Honor can apply to the headquarters of the United States Army to have their names listed in the Medal of Honor Roll, and those listed or other eligible individuals can apply to enjoy a special pension of $200 per month for life.

At the same time, this medal cannot be bought or sold. Only the recipient is allowed to wear it in public. It is illegal for anyone other than the recipient to wear it in public, and according to Section 704 of Chapter 33 of Title 18 of the United States Code, offenders will be fined and imprisoned for up to one year.

The highest honor medal in China, the Medal of the Republic, also entitles recipients to benefits: recipients should be respected by the state and society, and enjoy the privilege to be invited to participate in national celebrations and other major events as well as other benefits as prescribed by the state.

According to the text on the medal box, the benefits of the National Merit Medal of Uludi will be more: holders of the medal can take all public transportation in Uludi for free, whether by bus, ship, or plane; they can also enter all public places open to the public for free, such as museums, theaters, stadiums, or exhibition halls, and enjoy priority access without having to queue, and once inside, they can enjoy the best positions.

These are also fine. Anyway, Linlou will not come to Uruudi often, so these benefits are just nice to hear for him. But the last benefit is very useful in some special occasions.

Foreigners who receive this medal automatically become national honorary citizens of Urudi, enjoying all the rights of Urudi citizens. They will also be awarded an honorary citizen passport and receive the same welfare benefits as formal citizens.

The number of countries that have reached visa-free agreements with China and foreign countries is not large, so it is quite troublesome for Lin Lou to go abroad. He has to handle many procedures every time. However, there are a large number of countries that have visa-free agreements with Uraldi. If Lin Lou has urgent matters to attend to in a certain country and doesn't have time to go through the procedures, he can just use this passport.

However, in general, although it may be troublesome, Lin will still choose to use a Chinese passport. After all, this is a matter of principle, and this thing is just a precaution.

When the football game was about to begin, Lin Lou put away his passport and began to watch attentively. For someone like Lin Lou who had experienced countless live broadcasts of top-tier matches such as the five major leagues, the Champions League, the European Cup, and the World Cup, the two football teams in Uruddi seemed too immature in both technical and tactical levels.

But from the expressions on the faces of these players, it is apparent that they have a deep love for this sport, and the passion they show on the field is easily contagious.

The audience in the stadium was full of enthusiasm, some were shouting loudly, some were waving flags, and some were drumming to cheer for their team. It's fortunate that unlike Ulundi and South Africa, if a bunch of vuvuzelas were to be played together, the stadium would probably be in chaos.

After the passionate and intense competition, President Basonjiza presented the trophy to them, and then the opening ceremony, which lasted for several hours, was declared over.

The event at the stadium is over, but Lin Lou still cannot leave because President Basonjiza has prepared a dinner party for him and his team, as well as representatives from Meng Zhijun and the construction unit for aid projects.

At the banquet, the officials of Uludi repeatedly raised their banana beers to toast to him. Lin Lou in particular became the focus of the toasts. If it weren't for Meng Zhijun, who could hold his liquor endlessly, helping him fend off, Lin Lou would probably have to kneel down.

The next day, Lin Lou again took the team members to carefully visit the stadium. This was not just to admire their own work. During the visit, he also discussed with Li Qingxi, Cao Kai, and others about the subtle differences between the completed construction of the stadium and his initial design proposal, as well as the problems encountered during the construction process.

These are all valuable experiences. Having gone through similar situations multiple times will help avoid the same issues in future designs. It will not only reduce a lot of trouble for the construction unit but also decrease the number of times to modify the drawings later.

They stayed in Ruwagaso City for three days. Lin and his colleagues were preparing to return home. Ambassador Shi Ruisheng personally saw them off. As they were about to board the plane, Ambassador Shi Ruisheng smiled and said, "Lin, I hope we can meet in other countries!"

"Wow, it looks like you're about to be promoted!" Linlou immediately understood and quickly offered congratulations. If he were to go to a new country as an ambassador and could help keep an eye on projects, that would be great.

"Once the new ambassador arrives, I will return to the country for training for a period of time. When the time comes, I will come to see you at your place!" Shi Ruisheng also had a similar idea. He felt that this was a good way to promote friendly relations between China and other countries, and he really planned to continue using it.

This time, Lin did not return to his home country directly. Since they had already requested time off from their leaders, they decided to take care of everything at once. They first landed in France, had a meeting with Alphonse, then took a stroll in Germany, and went to Latvia to check out the latest progress on the capital airport project before returning to Asia.

Then, I stayed in Hong Kong for two days and discussed the follow-up plans with Mr. Huo. After finishing the discussion on the business center project, Mr. Huo asked about the construction costs of the Asian Games venues. It seems that he already knows that the funds for the Asian Games are insufficient and is eager to make a donation.

After returning to the capital city, Lin Lou immediately contacted Liu Feng to inform him of his return and to prepare to give lectures to the leaders at any time. However, Liu Feng told him that the schedules of several leaders are full recently, so it may take some time before this could be arranged.

However, Linlou was not worried about missing this opportunity, because Liufeng said that Ambassador Shi Ruisheng has already reported to the country on his acceptance of the medal in Uludi, and told him that the leadership has arranged for the propaganda department to publicize this matter, and there will be interviews conducted by journalists in the coming days.

This shows that Lin is not losing the trust of the leaders. They still like him a lot. He actually has work to do and has not had time to attend his lectures in the past few days.

In the following days, indeed, there have been a continuous stream of reporters coming to interview him, and they are all from heavyweight media outlets. After all, there are not many people in the country who can receive the highest foreign honors, so this news definitely has reporting value.

The photos taken by Lin Lou and Feng Hongqi in Uluudi have become valuable materials. Almost every journalist who comes here wants to take a few back with them. The videotape brought back from Uluudi National Television is also copied many times.

The career of Linlou is thriving, and the recent graduate Liu Di is also making rapid progress. Shortly after joining the company, he gained the favor of the company's leaders with his own strength. A senior architect who has some acquaintance with his father took the initiative to take him as an apprentice, and involve him in the projects that he is responsible for.

On this day, Liudi came to his master's house for dinner again. After the meal, the master pulled him over to the sofa in the living room for a chat. "In the past few years, the company has also brought in some college students. But to be honest, their abilities and talents are still inferior to yours. If you keep it up, I reckon that you'll be able to take on some small projects next year!"

Liu Di restrained a proud smile and was about to modestly speak a few words when she noticed a familiar face on the TV screen. How come he's on TV again?
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Chapter 538 Class

"Oh, Xiao Liu, is this your classmate?" Liu Di always had a knack for attracting trouble, just as he was about to divert the master's attention with some witty comment, but it was too late, the teacher pointed to Lin Lou on the TV and asked.

The voice of the announcer Luo Jing came from the TV, "Since the reform and opening up, China's diplomacy and science and technology have made rapid progress. Not long ago, the Urudi National Stadium, which China helped build in Urudi, was successfully completed. Urudi President Basonjiza and other major leaders attended the inauguration ceremony of the stadium..."

"At the ceremony, President Basonji Zha presented the representative who made outstanding contributions to the friendship between China and Ukraine with an honorary medal. Comrade Linlou, the architect of the stadium from Tsinghua University in China, was honored with the highest award of Uludhi - the National Achievement Medal..." The screen showed President Basonji Zha presenting the medal to Linlou, and the audience applauding enthusiastically.

Others can receive such honors, while I am still working as an assistant for my master. At this rate, the gap will only widen further. Liu Di feels extremely depressed. It has been so long since graduation, why can't I shake off his shadow?

The TV news is very short, only about ten seconds, but its impact is not small at all. After all, this is the CCTV's hourly news. Even if it's just a flash, it's quite a remarkable thing.

So as soon as the news over there ended, Lin Lou's phone started ringing. The first to call were Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying, "Xiaolou, you're on the prime-time news again?" Last time, when the groundbreaking ceremony for the Olympic Sports Center Stadium took place, Lin Lou showed up, standing next to the leaders with a shovel in hand, and now, not even a month later, he's appeared again.

When I was signing the bicycle export contract with Urudi, my face was seen briefly on the local TV news. I didn't expect to be featured multiple times in prime time news, not just once but twice this month. In addition to winning the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale earlier, how many times has this happened? I feel like the leader of Nanjiang City hasn't had as much exposure as him, right?

"Xiaolou, what does the medal look like? Please take several pictures and send them to me. I want to enlarge them and hang them in the living room! If I wasn't worried about the medal getting lost in the mail, Jiang Yunying would have asked him to send it back."

"The photos have been taken and sent out. They should arrive in Nanjiang City in about two days! But there's no need to enlarge and hang them in the living room, right?" Lin laughed, feeling sweat down his back. The walls in the living room are already full of photos of me and Lin Qiao. Is there even any space left now?

Lin Lou can't help but feel intense sympathy towards the children living in the same building. Every time their parents bring them to visit Lin Shengbin's home, they always point at the photos on the wall and tell the children about the glorious deeds of the Lin Qiao and Lin Lou brothers. It seems that these children will have to live in the shadow of the two brothers for a long time in the future.

“Why aren't you using it? This medal was personally awarded to you by the head of the state!” For ordinary people, the significance of this medal may be even heavier than the Golden Lion Award of the Venice Architecture Biennale and the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects. These two awards have a great impact in the architecture industry, but ordinary people wouldn't know about them!

Who issued these two awards? I have no idea. Basong Kiza definitely doesn't know them either, but if someone asks and we say that this is the president of a certain country, they will definitely feel extremely respectful, then raise their thumbs and praise, "Wow, your child is really amazing!"

They finished their game, and then the father-in-law called out, "Xiaolou, do you have time tomorrow? Come back with Bingbing for a meal. Your mother saw you on TV today and she was thrilled!"

At his age, besides continuing to wield influence in the political arena, the thing he most hopes to see is his children doing well. Now that his daughter has found such an outstanding son-in-law, he is extremely satisfied.

"I actually wanted to visit you two with Bingbing as soon as I got back. I brought some local specialties from Urud for you, but I've been a little busy lately... I'll definitely come by tomorrow!"

Then it's the phone call from Tsinghua University, wanting Lin to give a report on his advanced achievements. Lin quickly declined, as he has so much work on his hands and doesn't have time for this.

There are also phone calls from other colleges, architectural design units, undergraduate classmates, young architects previously contacted, and Lin Sheng, who is preparing for a new factory in Haidong Province. Lin Louguang answered the calls, all of which made his mouth dry. The calls kept coming from the end of the hourly news until after nine o'clock.

He couldn't bear it, so he simply unplugged the phone line, and it was a little quieter, so he went to sleep with his head down.

The next day after work, Lin Lou went to his father-in-law's house with Yu Bingbing. As soon as they entered the house, they saw that the mother-in-law had already prepared the meal, and the father-in-law was holding a bottle of Maotai liquor from five years ago, ready to open it.

"Good things call for good wine! Speaking of which, when I went to Vietnam with General Chen back in the day, I was also commended by the Vietnamese side. But now, thinking about it..." The father-in-law shook his head with a depressed expression, probably because he never expected that the student he had taught would actually rebel.

What's even more frustrating is that I didn't have the chance to give them a good scolding again. Seeing my old comrades fighting in the south makes me really envy them! But it's a pity that he had already transferred from the military to a civilian position long ago.

"Come, let's have a drink first, to celebrate your return from Wudidi with honor..." Then the father-in-law found various excuses, and in no time, the two of them finished the bottle of thirty-year-old Maotai.

The father-in-law didn't continue to pour wine, but he brought up another matter with Linlou, "I heard that you are going to have classes in Haizi recently? There are some things that I still need to remind you of! Even though you are young, even if the way of expression in some areas is inappropriate, the leaders won't get angry, but it would be even better if you could avoid it."

Then the father-in-law told Linlou a lot of useful things, these things are not something that can be learned elsewhere, only someone like him can know.

After returning, Linlou, according to his father-in-law's instructions, revised the outline and content again. He had just finished the modifications when he received a message from Liu Feng, "Comrade Linlou, do you have time tomorrow afternoon? I will come to pick you up."

"No problem!" Linlou readily agreed, although he actually had a class tomorrow afternoon. However, teaching at Tsinghua was evidently not as urgent as teaching at Haizi. Tomorrow, he would swap classes with Li Qingxi. He would let him teach the students first, and then he would make it up the day after tomorrow.

Hung up the phone, Linlou summoned the less busy employees to his office and appointed Cao Kai as his assistant. They carried out a final simulation, even though they had done similar tasks many times before. However, the thought of the audience they would be presenting to tomorrow made them feel like no amount of preparation would be sufficient.

The next day at noon, Liu Feng came to pick him up on time, and brought him and Cao Kai into the yard that all Chinese people know about but only a few are qualified to enter after a few rounds of checks.

I waited in the prepared room for a while, and the leaders came in one after another. After coming in, they talked about the completion of the Saint Drum Stadium and President Uludi's conferring of honors on Linlou.

"Our country used to have quite a few people receiving honors and medals abroad, especially in the early days of the founding of the country. However, there haven't been many since the reform and opening up. Xiaolin, you're really breaking new ground!" someone praised.

At the beginning of the founding of the country, a battle was fought in the north, and although no regular army was deployed in the south, substantial personnel assistance was provided. Quite a few people from both the northern and southern countries were awarded with honors for these two major events.

In recent years, there haven't been many. Now, Linlou has essentially stolen the limelight from Academician Wei Dunshan by leading the design work for the aid project and receiving a prestigious foreign medal before him.

"I have seen the photos of the Urdi National Stadium. Although I don't know much about the customs, culture, and traditions of Urdi, I can tell at a glance that it has a very special temperament. Then, looking at the attire of the spectators at the scene, the design style of the stadium, and their coordinated traditional costumes, it is very comfortable to look at. I immediately understood that Xiao Lin's design must have been the result of in-depth research into Urdi culture."

"Our Olympic Sports Center is also very nice, especially the use of the artificial lake's reflection, combining the architecture and shadows together to create a new visual impact. This feeling reminds me of the Three Pools Mirroring the Moon at West Lake. Many people say that we should carry forward our traditional architectural culture, but many of the buildings I have seen are just a shell without spirit."

"We don't know much about architecture, so we'll need Comrade Xiao Lin to give us a lesson. Xiao Lin, you can start now, don't be nervous. It's like you're teaching students at Tsinghua University. Today, we are all your students!" After a few sentences, the leader asked Lin to begin.

"Okay, thank you to the leaders for giving me this opportunity..." After the opening speech, Lin Luo first displayed several large photos. "These are typical architectural styles of Japan, France, Germany, and the United Kingdom before the birth of reinforced concrete. Due to differences in cultural background, climate, and other factors, they present different forms..."

After describing the most significant features to the leaders, Linlou paused briefly. Cao Kai quickly changed the photo, and Linlou continued to point at the picture and said, "These are the more common architectural forms in Japan, France, Germany, Britain, and the United States after World War II. We can clearly see that the differences between these buildings are much smaller than before!"

"If we don't look at the text on the building, and don't look at the dress of the people around the building, it would be difficult for us to determine which country these buildings are from!"

"There are several reasons for this phenomenon. First, from an economic perspective, designing office and high-rise residential buildings in this way is the most cost-effective. Second, this design maximizes the advantages of building materials such as steel and concrete. Finally, this design plan is a mature scheme that has been explored and modified by many modernist architectural masters."

"For the above reasons, these buildings have quickly spread globally, leading to a uniform appearance across thousands of cities! This type of building surpasses other types in terms of economy, functionality, scientific nature, maturity, and reproducibility."

Lin Lou glanced at the leaders present and gave an example that they could better understand, "It's like weapons. There are many models of automatic rifles in the world, but the most produced are the Soviet AK series and the American M series. Aside from political influence, it's mostly because these two series have the advantage in the above factors."

"Then you mean to say, with the development of our country's economy, there will be a large number of these kinds of buildings in our cities in the future?" With that, the leaders finally understood, realizing that this issue might be difficult to solve.

In terms of functionality, these buildings can meet the vast majority of needs; from an economic perspective, they are more cost-effective than other options... This kind of product will be successful in any field, right?

"This can be said to be an inevitable trend. Theoretically, it's possible to design in different styles, but doing so would increase the cost and even weaken the functionality."

Cao Kai changed the picture again, this time showing two buildings of similar scale but different styles. One is a globally popular modernist architecture, while the other features strong local cultural characteristics. Lin Lou made a cost calculation in front of the leaders, and the difference is obvious - the second building is undoubtedly much more expensive!

The leaders whispered to each other, expressing concerns that it would not be cost-effective to incur such high costs just to showcase Chinese cultural features.

"Comrade Xiaolin, does this mean that this trend cannot be stopped?"

"Of course, it is possible to stop it, but the increased cost is too high, and the gain is not worth the loss..." Lin continued, just like when he talked to Li Qingxi and others about the issue of uniformity in architecture before. He believed that individualized design could be implemented on specific iconic buildings to distinguish this city from others.

"...For example, when people see the shell-shaped opera house, they know it's Sydney. When they see the Eiffel Tower, they know it's Paris. When they see the Empire State Building, they know it's New York. When they see the Forbidden City, they know it's Beijing..."

The leaders nodded slightly. If that's the case, the cost of certain buildings will definitely increase, but it is worth the investment. After all, it's only a few buildings, and the country can afford it.

"So, from now on, large-scale buildings constructed in Beijing must reflect the characteristics of traditional Chinese architectural culture!" exclaimed a leader enthusiastically.

Please don't say that, otherwise it will be full of big roofs again. Linlou, please ask Cao Kai to continue changing the pictures quickly.

Ah, I've been feeling really out of sorts lately. I feel like I really need a break.
Chapter 539: The most suitable is the best (Ask for leave)

Linlou definitely doesn't agree with what the leader said, but it's not appropriate to directly refute. Fortunately, he was well-prepared and had Cao Kai bring out a new large photo, introducing it to them, "This is the latest work completed by Professor Feng Jizhong of Tongji University this year, the He Louchuan inside the Fangta Garden in Shanghai."

Helou Xuan is an unavoidable building in the field of modern architecture in China. It is used to explain to leaders what kind of building is the perfect integration of modernity and Chinese native culture.

Professor Feng was born into an academic family and later studied modern Western architecture at Vienna University of Technology in Austria. He has since been teaching at Tongji University and working on architectural design. Lin gives a brief introduction to Professor Feng Jizhong's background, which allows him to excel in both fields simultaneously.

Professor Feng's representative works are the Wuhan Tongji Hospital and Donghu Guest House. The former has a clear structure and innovative ideas, and its architectural model has been imitated by many hospitals later on; the latter was the Chairman's residence in Wuhan and was very much loved by the Chairman.

"Oh, I have also been to Donghu Guesthouse. It's really beautiful, surrounded by green trees, with the sound of birds and the fragrance of flowers. The air is naturally fresh. Working in such a place can definitely improve efficiency." The leader who had been there nodded and praised.

"I think that buildings like Donghu Guesthouse, which combine artistic and historical commemorative significance, must be preserved to avoid regret in the future," Linlou took the opportunity to say. Donghu Guesthouse was later haphazardly modified and demolished, not receiving the proper protection it deserved. This is truly regrettable. Now there is a chance to reverse this situation, and we definitely need to bring it up."

The speech had an effect, and the leaders indicated to the secretary to handle it. For officials at their level, as long as it is mentioned, the problem can be solved. Seeing this scene, Lin Lou was very happy. This time, the lecture finally had a good effect. However, this was not the main task for his visit this time, so he continued to speak.

"The location of Fangta Garden is a microcosm of the historical and cultural heritage of Songjiang. The site was originally the bustling center of the ancient Huating market during the Tang and Song dynasties, and it has many historical relics. In 1978, the Shanghai Municipal Construction Committee approved the construction of a historical and cultural relics park centered around Fangta, planned and designed by Professor Feng Jizhong."

Professor Feng's plan focuses on the Fangta as the main structure, preserving the nearby large-scale brick-carved screen walls from the Ming Dynasty, the stone bridge from the Song Dynasty, and seven ancient trees. The plan also involves relocating the Ming Dynasty Nanmu Hall, the Lake Stone Wulao Peak and Meiren Peak, rockeries, and the Qing Dynasty Tianfei Palace hall from outside the garden. The topography will be transformed to replicate the famous Jiufeng Sanmiao from the county, with the creation of nine mounds and the excavation of rivers and ponds, as well as the addition of pavilions. The existing large bamboo forests will be retained, and the garden's overall color will be unified with turf and themed tree species, aiming to create a natural, open, quiet, and predominantly ornamental garden.

"Most people who work on the design of classical gardens often refer to historical materials and strive to restore the original appearance. However, Professor Feng has shown innovation, and this innovation is reflected in Helou Xuan!"

"The name 'He Lou Xuan' is derived from Liu Yuxi's 'Inscription of the Lofty Pavilion.' The entire building is 7 meters high, 16.8 meters long, 14.55 meters wide, with a total area of 510 square meters. Its architectural form imitates the curved roof ridge of the traditional rural houses in the outskirts of Shanghai, with bamboo beams, a large roof, thatched roof, square brick floor, surrounded by water on all four sides, with a curved courtyard, bamboo chairs and rattan tables, quaint and natural, blending with the surrounding bamboo scenery, forming an integral and naturally appealing environment."

"The overall structure adopts bamboo framework, thatched roof, and the space is rich in layers and a sense of floating, creating a leisurely and dynamic atmosphere, fully embodying the concept of blending the old with the new."

"According to the traditional Chinese architectural techniques, this building should have been constructed using bamboo and wood, but Professor Feng ingeniously used steel structure, making the entire building appear light, transparent, and complementing the bamboo, giving it a modern touch."

" This building can be seen as a masterpiece that is based on the traditional Chinese architectural culture, while using modern architectural techniques to enhance both the artistic and practical aspects of the work!" Isn't it better than just adding a big roof directly?

Then Cao Kai replaced another photo, and Lin Lou continued to explain, "This is the White Swan Hotel in Guangzhou, completed by architects She Junnan, Mo Bozhi, Cai Dedao from the Guangzhou Architectural Design Institute."

"This work draws inspiration from the traditional Chinese musical instrument waist drum in its exterior design, with the main building floor plan designed in the shape of a waist drum. This not only gives the appearance more distinctiveness, but also allows for more abundant natural light in the rooms."

"The Swan Hotel is exactly the opposite of the Helou Pavilion. This building is based on Western modern architecture while incorporating the aesthetics of traditional Chinese architecture. Although it is primarily modern architecture, one can tell at a glance that it belongs to Chinese architecture." So, there are many ways to embody Chinese architectural culture, so there's no need to focus solely on the big roof!"

With these two examples, leaders now have a clearer concept of what constitutes a good modern architecture with Chinese architectural style.

Then Mr. Lin took out a photo of Xiangshan Hotel and said, "Mr. Bei once mentioned that when he first came to China, he was disappointed to see modernist architecture dominating the streets, with few satisfying works reflecting Chinese architectural styles in new buildings. This led to the creation of Xiangshan Hotel."

Speaking of it, it's quite interesting. When the Fragrant Hills Hotel was just built, many people criticized the architecture for being too Chinese, not modern at all. And now, just a few years later, everyone is calling for more new buildings with traditional Chinese architectural cultural characteristics.

"This building draws reference from the Qing Dynasty's Xulangzhai, but does not simply replicate it. Instead, it combines traditional Chinese architectural culture with modernist architecture, integrating the strengths of both styles, and adding a masterpiece of modern Chinese-style architecture to Beijing!"

When it came to this point, just as the leaders thought that Lin had also supported the view that the new large buildings in Beijing should embody the traditional architectural cultural characteristics of China, Lin suddenly shifted the focus by mentioning another work by Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei, "This is the glass pyramid designed by Mr. Pei for the Louvre Museum in France!"

"When Mr. I.M. Pei was invited by President Mitterrand to oversee the expansion project of the Louvre, almost everyone thought he would definitely reference the original architectural form of the Louvre and mimic the essence of French architecture by building a similar style structure next to it!"

"I never expected that Mr. Bèi would design a completely modern architectural masterpiece! At that moment, the whole of France was in an uproar. The Louvre is the pride of France - how could you act so recklessly?"

"After the plan was announced, Mr. Bei encountered a lot of criticism. Even when he walked on the streets of Paris, Parisians would spit at him and say that he had ruined the treasure of the French people."

"However, after the completion of the glass pyramid, the French attitude took a 180-degree turn, because the magnificent glass pyramid is not just beautiful – it introduces a large amount of light, instantly illuminating the museum. Like the Paris night sky, the pyramid is lively."

"The modern glass pyramid complements the ancient Louvre, allowing visitors to experience a sense of the passage of time, and has become a new landmark in Paris."

"So in my opinion, whether it's modern or Chinese style, the architectural form is not important. What's most important is suitability. If a certain architectural style is deliberately specified, it may end up being inferior!" Lin Lou displayed several works in one go, and then finally expressed his viewpoint.

I want the new large building in Beijing to have Chinese architectural style. It sounds good, but it also depends on whether the building is suitable for this style. If it is suitable, then everyone is happy, but if it is not suitable and a large roof is added, it would be a disaster.

"Mr. Bei's design is very beautiful, but it must require very high demands on the architect to achieve this level. If it were another architect, the result might have been very awkward!" The leaders understood Mr. Lin's point and felt that he made sense, but they still had not completely changed their minds.

"That's for sure," Linlou did not deny this point. "Mr. Bei's level is definitely not achievable by ordinary architects. However, we can solve this problem using another method, which is to strengthen the execution of the Beijing urban planning scheme! The latest version of the Beijing urban planning scheme emphasizes the protection of the old city area."

"The old city of Beijing is a precious historical and cultural heritage. According to the experience of other major cities such as Paris and Tokyo, which also have a large number of old buildings, they have mainly adopted the following methods in the protection of the old city..."

There's no need to build large roofed buildings to showcase the old Beijing city, just preserve the essence of the old city area. Then Lin Lou showed them the experience of preserving ancient buildings in cities such as Paris, London, Berlin, and Tokyo, and several leaders listened very attentively.

In fact, in the implementation plan of Beijing's urban planning led by Commissioner Wu, there is content in this area. However, urban planning plans are greatly influenced by various factors, and it is very difficult to ensure that all aspects of a plan can be fully implemented. This has resulted in many regrets in the protection of Beijing's old urban areas.

For example, the project invested by Li Huanggua in the old city area of Beijing has greatly destroyed the original appearance of the old city area. However, in order to attract his investment at that time, the requirements of the planning scheme could only be ignored, and the project was given the green light all the way.

After speaking for a long time, seeing that someone had already started to remind the leader, Lin quickly summarized, "In history, various countries have presented a diverse architectural culture, which is caused by factors such as climate, local customs, building materials, cultural differences, etc.; whereas the current situation of presenting a uniform appearance in thousands of cities is caused by the influence of technological development, accelerated globalization, economic factors, etc."

"…Presenting the cultural characteristics of our own nation in architecture is something many countries are considering, but economic costs should also be taken into account…"

"Exhibiting the cultural characteristics of national architecture does not mean simple replication, but requires a deeper study...Additionally, not every place is suitable for constructing such buildings—suitability is key."

"Comrade Xiaolin's speech was excellent, with clear logic and abundant information. I gained a lot from listening to it. If it weren't for another meeting later, I would like to listen more!"

"Today, after listening to so much, we have gained a lot. It has given us new perspectives on some past policies and some policies currently under discussion..."

Comrade Xiao Lin not only has good design skills, but also has a solid theoretical foundation... The leaders are expressing their opinions one after another, and from their words, it can be seen that they are quite satisfied with Lin's class.

"Ah, I don't know when Comrade Xiao Lin will give us another class. If you don't mind, can you organize today's content into a document for us to review? We can also include any other ideas we have." A leader thought these things were very valuable.

Linlou definitely won't find this job troublesome. This is an opportunity that many people have been unable to obtain no matter how hard they try. He readily agreed to it.

"No need to delay you today. Go back and rest early. If you have time in the future, please come over again at your convenience," the leaders shook hands with Lin and then went on with their own business.

After returning, Lin made further modifications to his speech based on the leaders' feedback today, adding new content, and then handed it to Liu Feng to pass on to these leaders.

Lin Lou estimates that with the busy schedule of these leaders, they probably only skim through the outlines at most. They would only delve into the corresponding content when encountering issues that interest them. However, their subordinates all have secretarial teams, who would definitely study the materials well, and be ready to answer the leaders' questions at any time.

Since Linlou is so interested in what I have to say, perhaps those historical regrets won't happen again. There won't be a compulsory policy to enlarge the roof, and Lihuanggua might not have acquired that piece of land, resulting in such a disappointing architectural complex.

These things definitely won't have answers in the short term, and Linlou can only wait patiently for now.

In the following period of time, Lin's life returned to normal. Every day, he either attended classes at Tsinghua University, worked on projects in the quadrangle courtyard, or went to the Asian Games organizing committee to discuss venue construction issues.

Recently, the issue of venue construction funding has become increasingly troublesome. The gap between the funds allocated by the state and the funds needed for the construction and renovation of all venues is too large. However, we still haven't come up with a good solution to this problem for the time being...

So, time passed unnoticed, and soon it was winter vacation. Lin Lou took Yu Bingbing to the United States, where they discussed the future development of Outeck company with John Walker and visited Cisco company.

Then he returned to China with Lin Qiao, but they did not go directly back to Nanjiang City. Instead, they first went to Lin Qiao's wife's family.
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Chapter 540 Advice

The Lin couple went back to visit their parents, while Lin accompanied them to see the school he had donated. Although the foundation has standardized processes, internal oversight alone is not enough. If he continues to ignore it for a long time, there may be unforeseen changes.

So he had already planned to take a few days off every year to visit the schools that had been built or were under construction in that year. He wanted to see if there were any problems, and as a professional in this field, he would definitely be able to spot them. If everything was done well, he would give bonuses to the staff responsible for the foundation. If not, it wouldn't just be a matter of deduction.

In this way, there is a constraint on them, so that the quality of the project can be guaranteed, and to ensure that the money they invest can be truly spent where it is needed.

The plane landed at Chengdu Shuangliu Airport. As I exited, Ye Rongtian was already waiting outside. As the head of the foundation, he spends most of the year in the southwest mountainous areas, seeking suitable projects to provide assistance and overseeing their construction according to Lin Lou's requirements.

"Mr. Lin, should we rest for a day in Chengdu or go straight to Shifang?" After coming out, Ye Rongtian took them to the parking lot and asked as he got into the car.

"Let's go directly to Jiandi Town! It's still early, we can make it in time, and I've already arranged with Teacher Dan's family to have dinner at their place before coming!" Linlou said.

Yue Rongtian then started the car and, as he left the parking lot, skillfully conversed with the parking attendant in Sichuan dialect to pay. Having spent so long in the southwestern mountainous area, he had already learned the local dialect. Typically, when communicating there, he would use the local language, which made things more convenient.

Of course, when dealing with leaders, he automatically switches to using the Cantonese spoken in Hong Kong, which makes the work more efficient. From this small detail, it can be seen that Ye Rongtian takes this career very seriously. This also makes Linlou very pleased. He plans to give Ye Rongtian and others a big red envelope as a reward for their contributions if there are no issues after reviewing the project.

On the way, Lin and Lou brothers took turns driving with Ye Rongtian for a while. The journey went smoothly without any incidents. They arrived in Jianzhen town before the sun had set.

When they arrived at the teacher's house, they heard the sound of a car, and the teacher and his wife came out to greet them. Seeing their long-lost daughter return, the elderly couple were overjoyed and ushered them inside in a fluster.

Dinner is authentic Sichuan cuisine, with twice-cooked pork, boiled fish slices, and cold soy-braised bracken mixed with local specialty wood ear fungus, which allowed the long-absent Yanmei to feast heartily. Lin Qiao didn't use to like spicy food, but since he got married, Yanmei has brought him to enjoy this kind of flavor.

Drinking locally brewed liquor, they chatted about their lives. Lin Qiao asked about the health of Mr. Dan and his wife, while they inquired about the children's work and life in the United States, subtly hinting about having children.

As for the Lin Building, after the usual greetings, the conversation naturally turned to the school. "How do you feel about the new school? Do the teachers and students like it? Is there anything you feel needs improvement?"

"The school is really great! Since it was built, every time I go to the city for meetings, teachers from other towns are envious! I am truly grateful to all of you! With such a good school, the children in town no longer have to worry about being cold and wet!" When talking about the school, the teacher is happy and dancing with joy.

"Have you all eaten? If you have, I'll take you to have a look now!" With the joyful mood, the teacher took them around the school. Lin looked very carefully, examining every nook and cranny, sometimes using tools to inspect, to see if things were as good as they seemed."

He was very pleased with the results. The local construction unit was very responsible, and the supervision of Ye Rongtian and others was also very in place. The quality of the construction of this school is very reliable. Lin Lou estimates that as long as the school does not destroy the main structure of the building in the later renovation, even in the event of a disaster in the future, the school will be able to withstand the test.

"Originally, many young teachers at the school complained about the harsh conditions and were trying to find ways to transfer to the city! After the new school was built, the situation has improved a lot, and some teachers feel much more at ease!" But the teacher pointed out that there are still significant differences between the conditions in the town and those in the city. Apart from the school buildings, retaining teachers is also a big issue.

The completion of the new school building has alleviated this problem to some extent, but it is still a very difficult task to retain more teachers here. After all, the majority of people aspire to a better life. Teachers with connections and abilities will not stay in the countryside for long.

The teacher from Linlou High School during my high school days was quite remarkable. Initially assigned to a rural town school, his exceptional teaching abilities quickly led to a transfer to the county-level school. Soon after I graduated from Linlou, he was poached by a prestigious school in the provincial capital. By the time Linlou was transported back in time, he was already a renowned educational expert in the province.

As an individual, the teacher's choice is understandable, but as a common phenomenon, the migration of better teachers to big cities will inevitably lead to a significant decline in the teaching quality of rural schools. In the future, the proportion of rural students in major prestigious schools will continue to decrease, and the loss of teachers is a very important factor in this trend.

And then the parents in the town with means will send their children to the city to study, which not only drives up the housing prices in the city but also worsens the situation of the schools in the town.

This situation is almost irreversible. Perhaps in the future, with the popularity of 5G or even 6G, the technology for remote teaching will further mature and things might be slightly better.

Linlou gave a meaningful look to Ye Rongtian, who immediately said, "We are also aware that simply building new school buildings is not enough to provide better education for the children in the mountains. Therefore, our foundation has recently been researching new initiatives, such as selecting outstanding rural teachers to visit and learn in Xiangjiang, and inviting education experts to rural areas to provide training for teachers."

Linlou has also considered this issue, so he has come up with some solutions. However, his capabilities are limited, and his main task is to build more school buildings in the hope of saving more lives in the future disaster. Therefore, the only thing he can do for now is to hope that these measures can slightly delay the loss of teachers.

In addition to the things Ye Rongtian said, he also considers advancing the start of the college student support education program. He is currently organizing a plan, intending to discuss with the school leaders after the start of the next academic year, and then promote the early implementation of this project through the influence of Tsinghua University.

The next day, the Lin Qiao couple stayed in Jiandi Town to accompany the teachers, while Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing followed Ye Rongtian to continue wandering in the mountainous areas, visiting and inspecting the schools that were already completed or under construction.

Over the past few days, the inspection results have made Lin Lou very satisfied. "Rong Tian, you all have done a great job. The quality of these schools is very solid and meets all of my requirements. Once we're back, I'll give you all a big bonus. You've all worked hard this year, and I hope you can continue to maintain this work ethic next year."

"Don't worry about the manpower aspect. After the Spring Festival, I will continue to recruit more people. The business is expanding, and the existing manpower is no longer sufficient."

Linlou has already thought about the sources of recruitment. In addition to continuing to recruit people with similar work experience in Xiangjiang, he also plans to ask his father-in-law for help in finding some people, who could be retired but still willing to contribute or just retired soldiers.

It's not a solution to just recruit people from the other side of the Fragrant Harbor, after all, they are very unfamiliar with rural life in the mainland. It would be much better to have those people mentioned earlier, as they are familiar with the rural situation and understand what grassroots leaders care about and are concerned with. Their experience in this area, combined with the experience of people like Ye Rongtian in running charity foundations, will surely be able to do a better job.

After completing all the tasks, Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing returned to Jiandi Town, and then prepared to return to Nanjiang City with Lin Qiao and his wife to celebrate the Lunar New Year with their family.

However, when I returned to Mr. Dan's home and entered, I found several leaders sitting in the parlor, drinking tea and chatting. Upon seeing us enter, Mr. Dan hurriedly introduced, "Mr. Ye, Xiao Lin, let me introduce you. These are the leaders from the provincial Youth League Committee and the Department of Education..."

The person from the Youth League Committee is called Su Weidong, and the person from the Education Department is called Meng Guangzhi. They came specifically to visit the new school in Jiandi Town. After hearing that people from the Fragrant River Foundation and Lin Building were also there, they decided to stay and have a discussion with them.

Ye Rong gave them a detailed introduction of the operation of these projects, while Lin Lou emphasized the things to be noted in the construction of schools in the southwestern mountainous areas from the perspective of architecture.

"Lin's plan is good, but it's a bit costly!" Su Weidong and Meng Guangzhi exchanged rueful smiles. With so many townships and villages in the province, if all of them were to build schools according to the standards set by Lin, the annual education budget allocated by the province would not be enough.

If an ordinary young person spoke to them like this, they definitely wouldn't be so polite. But before coming, they had already found out about Linlou's background. Let's not mention the position of his father-in-law for now. Just by looking at him participating in the groundbreaking ceremony of the Asian Games main sports arena with many senior leaders on the prime-time news, it's not something that these two department-level cadres can afford to offend.

"Yeah, money is indeed the biggest issue," Linlou sighed. Not to mention other things, just calculating the cost of bricks, tiles, cement, and steel bars would tell you. The situation has improved slightly over the past few years, but these materials are still in short supply. Even the town's high schools may not have enough, let alone the primary schools in the village.

"Schools that are eligible to use reinforced concrete must adhere to building design standards and implement effective earthquake resistance designs during the design phase. As for the rural primary schools that still rely on traditional construction methods, I will organize a team to explore potential solutions to enhance seismic performance. Such schools will continue to exist in the next decade."

And there are still a large number of earthen school buildings that need to be reinforced and renovated. This kind of work may not bring profits to Lin, but it is necessary for him to complete. Fortunately, there is still a long time before the next earthquake, and rapid economic development will result in fewer and fewer schools like this.

After finishing the technical discussion, the two were also concerned about Ye Rongtian's knowledge of charity and educational assistance. Just as they said before, it is not enough to rely solely on government funding to solve the problem of insufficient funds. Ye Rongtian has been traveling around the southwestern mountainous areas during this period, and has indeed solved some problems.

So they began to ponder whether the experience of using social donations to build schools could be promoted, maybe it could solve a big problem.

Ye Rongtian shared some of his own experiences, and Lin Lou added a few words, "I think there are still many kind-hearted people in society. If we can mobilize them, we can indeed solve some problems."

Linlou remembered the "Project Hope" for the future. This project has played a significant role in changing the backwardness of education in China, promoting the development of basic education in rural impoverished areas, and opening up a new path for mobilizing social forces to assist the government in education.

Linlou mentioned several policies to encourage members of society to donate and build hope schools in the future, "I think some policies can be introduced to encourage members of society to participate in donations."

"For example, we can set a threshold, such as those who donate a certain amount of money to support the construction of schools or to renovate old and dangerous school buildings, can choose the location for building schools in poverty-stricken areas and make relevant requests as part of the policy implementation. Then, the remaining funds will be supplemented by government departments. Donors can also have the schools named after them, receive reward certificates, and be invited to participate in the laying and completion ceremonies," said Lin.

In later generations, those who donate 250,000 yuan to support the construction of Hope Elementary School and 100,000 yuan to support the renovation of old and dangerous school buildings can enjoy these naming rights. It is not necessary to donate the full amount to be named, and internet celebrity anchor Jing Hanqing has donated one in this way; this policy has indeed lowered the threshold for donations and attracted many people to donate.

Louis Koo has donated so many Hope Schools, but the actual amount donated is not as much as everyone imagines. Government funding still accounts for the majority, of course, this does not diminish Koo's contribution, his reputation is well-deserved.

"They donated money and we rewarded them, giving them face as well. This is the only way to create a virtuous cycle and ensure the continued development of this cause! There are definitely people in this world who do good deeds without seeking any reward, but they are few in number. However, if doing good deeds can earn one fame, then surely there will be more people willing to do so."

Su Weidong and Meng Guangzhi carefully considered Lin Lou's suggestion.
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This approach is something they had not considered before, but upon careful consideration, they found it to be quite reasonable and practical. There are increasingly more people becoming wealthy through business, but due to long-standing habits, although they are wealthy, their social status is not high, and their reputation is not very good.

If given the opportunity to donate to several schools in exchange for a better reputation and earning society's respect, I believe many people would be willing to do so.

Meng Guangzhi thought and said, "Lin, your method reminds me of two historical allusions. During the Spring and Autumn Period, there was a law in the State of Lu that allowed people to redeem their compatriots who had fallen into slavery in foreign countries. Those who were able to bring them back and help them regain their freedom would be compensated and rewarded by the state."

"Confucius' student Zigong redeemed the people of Lu from a foreign country, but refused compensation from the state. Confucius said, 'Zigong, you are wrong! Taking compensation from the state will not harm your integrity; but if you don't take compensation, no one from Lu will go to redeem their compatriots in the future.'"

"Once again, Zilu saved a drowning person, who thanked him by giving him a cow. Zilu accepted it, and Confucius happily said, 'People from the state of Lu will surely be more courageous in saving those who have fallen into water.'"

"The development after the incident is just as Confucius said. Through these two stories, we can understand that we should not endlessly elevate the threshold for doing good deeds. At the same time, we should give good people the appropriate rewards for their good deeds. Only then can doing good deeds become a trend, continue to persist, and attract more people to join in this cause."

"European and American countries also promote the development of charity through tax reductions and other means, allowing the charity sector to form a virtuous cycle. Of course, the situation in our country is quite different from that of Europe and America, so the method of tax reduction is definitely not feasible. However, it seems that giving some honorary rewards is still possible, right?" Ye Rongtian chimed in.

"These solutions sound very insightful. Do Lin and Mr. Ye have any other ideas to share?" Meng Guangzhi asked, and then he let Lin and others relax, saying that this was just a private exchange and encouraged everyone to speak freely.

Since there's an opportunity, Lin Lou doesn't mind saying a bit more. Even if it's a bit out of line, he's not afraid. After all, there's Mr. Ye Rongtian from Hong Kong present, and he has also given lectures to the high-level leaders before. With his father-in-law's support, it's not easy for ordinary people to mess with him.

So he took over the topic and continued, "First of all, it is certain that there are more and more wealthy people now, and there are definitely many people willing to support education!"

Whether these people have pure intentions or ulterior motives, as long as they are willing to donate money, it is a good thing. "What we need to consider now is how to find these people and attract them to donate!"

"So publicity work must be done well, cooperate with the news media, find some typical cases to arouse everyone's concern for the cause of education! If everyone doesn't know about this matter, there will be no talk of donating money or anything."

In the future, the big-eyed Su Mingjuan will be a good example. Su Mingjuan, at the age of 7, attended Grade 1 at Zhangwan Primary School in Jinzhai, Anhui. After a photo of her, with her hands holding a pencil and two big, curious eyes staring straight ahead with a desire for knowledge, titled "I Want to Read", was published, it was quickly reprinted by major newspapers and magazines in China, becoming a promotional symbol for the Hope Project in China.

This photo was later selected by the China Youth Development Foundation as the promotional logo for the Project Hope. Su Mingjuan also became nationally known as the "big-eyed girl".

This photo has made rural education a hot topic of concern for the general public, and it has also brought widespread attention to the Hope Project shortly after its establishment, attracting many donations.

The whole country, there must be many cases like Su Mingjuan's. It is not difficult to find some shocking materials, and they do not need to be deliberately sought. Linlou can think of quite a few based on memory, such as the cliff school in Erping Village, Wushidaqiao Township, Ganluo County, Liangshan, and the elderly Baifangli who is about to start donating to children...

These cases are absolutely touching and have a shocking effect just as powerful as that of the big-eyed girl. Finding the right journalist to collect material and write an article will definitely create a sensational impact.

"Yes, in the West, charitable organizations pay great attention to publicity. For example, they invite celebrities to be spokespersons for charitable organizations. Audrey Hepburn from the movie 'Roman Holiday' has done this kind of work..." Ye Rongtian continued to serve as the official's assistant and gave them several examples to illustrate.

"The movie 'Roman Holiday' has just been released in China, and Audrey Hepburn has quickly charmed the Chinese audience, thus becoming the goddess in the hearts of a generation. Ye Rongtian used her as an example, and Su Weidong and Meng Guangzhi immediately understood, 'So if we were to invite some popular celebrities, such as Liu Xiaoqing and Jiang Wen, to help with promotion, the effect would definitely be good.'"

"This approach is indeed good, but we must be careful in selecting personnel to avoid tarnishing the project's image due to the personal scandals of celebrities. Lin Lou quickly reminded that Liu Xiaoqing has been involved in tax evasion, as for Jiang Wen, he doesn't have many scandals, but it seems he is not quite suitable for this project."

"I understand, I understand. We must find artists who are both virtuous and talented." Although Meng Guangzhi's words made a lot of sense, Lin Lou still felt a bit awkward when he heard the term "virtuous and talented."

“There are people who have donated money, so we must use it in practical ways, and our accounts must stand up to scrutiny.” There is no need to dwell on this point. These are the most basic and also the most influential factors in attracting donations.

"Do not cover up or evade problems. Whether good or bad, it is best to announce them to the public in a timely manner and respond to public doubts. Due to the influence of a few individuals, occasional mistakes are not a big deal. The key is to give everyone a sense of trust in the project, so that it can be sustained in the long run."

"Operation must be managed by responsible professionals...at the same time, establish rules and regulations, carry out effective supervision, and prevent various problems from arising..."

Linlou talked a lot. Some of it is the experience of the Hope Project in later generations, and some of it is what he saw on the Internet, problems that other charities encountered or useful experiences. Ye Rongtian also talked about the valuable experience of Hong Kong and European and American countries in this regard. They have been involved in charity for a longer time, and various models are more mature.

Lin Qiao and Dan Yanmei also supplemented from time to time on the side. Both of them are now members of the American upper class and they often have to attend charity banquets and other related events, so they do have some experience.

But the teacher, starting from her own work, told them about what schools in impoverished areas need the most, which problems are the most critical, and also provided a lot of help.

Su Weidong and Meng Guangzhi originally came over just to learn a little bit, but they didn't expect these few people to come up with so many useful things from different perspectives. As they listened, they took out their notebooks and started recording carefully. They chatted until late at night, reluctantly ending the conversation.

"Lin Gong, Mr. Lin, Mr. Ye, Teacher Dan... What you shared today was truly valuable. If it weren't for Lin Gong and Mr. Lin needing to leave tomorrow, we would have wanted to hear more!" At the end, they still looked like they were reluctant to part.

"It's okay, I have already given you my phone number and mailing address. We can communicate more in the future. Linlou is happy to help with this matter."

"That's for sure. It's all for the children. We will definitely have to bother Mr. Lin more in the future. After we go back, we will organize these things and collect some case materials, write a report and submit it to the higher authorities. If there is any feedback at that time, we will definitely inform everyone!"

This work is of great significance and impact. It will not yield results in a short period of time. Think about how much time it took for Project Hope to start from preparation? However, the greatest advantage in China is that once the leadership attaches importance, the subsequent events will be much smoother. Lin hopes that the things he does can help Project Hope to appear earlier.

Even if it's just one month earlier, one week or even one day earlier, it could save more children, enabling them to escape from the plight of dropping out of school, so that they can continue studying in school and become useful talents.

The next morning, Lin Qiao and Dan Yanmei bid farewell to their reluctant family, and rode back to Chengdu with Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing in Ye Rongtian's car. They boarded a plane to Nanjiang City at Shuangliu Airport.

After returning to Nanjiang City, they went straight back to their hometown in the village. When the villagers saw them returning, the small village immediately became bustling. As soon as they arrived home, their relatives from the village started to come over one after another.

This year's Spring Festival is relatively early, with New Year's Eve falling on February 1st. The New Year celebration in Qianhu Village is as lively as ever, attracting envy from nearby villages. Linlou estimates that with the festive atmosphere in Qianhu Village, there will be many people visiting the village after the New Year to establish connections and inquire about opportunities to work in the tile factory.

Even without waiting until after the new year, when it's time to visit relatives, someone will definitely think about this. Linlou has already made arrangements. If you're willing to come to work, you're welcome. After all, there is still a shortage of manpower in the factory. But you have to work hard. Otherwise, if Linsheng drives people away in the future, it will be meaningless.

After eating the New Year's Eve dinner, the family sat in the living room to watch the Spring Festival Gala. To be honest, the quality of this year's Spring Festival Gala program is relatively average. Besides the skit "Fight for Merit" led by Ma Ji, other programs didn't leave much of an impression. Even for this skit, there is a certain gap compared to his "Universe Brand Cigarette" skit.

However, upon a second look, there are a few songs that are quite good. Firstly, the singer from Hong Kong, Anita Yuen, who performed the theme song for "The Bund", brings us two songs titled "Sending You Tomorrow's Sun" and "We Meet and Say Goodbye". These two songs may not be very well-known, but Anita Yuen interprets them very well.

Another song is "You Will Fall in Love with It" by the female singer of the national team, which allows Lin Lou to witness her unparalleled singing skills among the singers of the same era and genre.

At twelve o'clock, the whole family went out together. Outside, there were about ten bamboo poles lined up against the wall with firecrackers already tied to them. The Lin brothers, Linlou, Linqiao, and Lin Shengbin, lit a cigarette and then walked to the bamboo poles, lighting the firecrackers one after another. The crackling sound soon followed.

Other families were the same, and the entire Qianhu Village was instantly filled with the choking smell of gunpowder. Lin Shengbin also specifically bought some fireworks through connections, and the chirping sound continued to ring out as one by one, the fireworks were shot into the sky, exploding into colorful patterns, which was quite beautiful.

The next day, the surrounding villages were all talking about the lively scene in Qianhu Village last night, and soon someone came to Qianhu Village to inquire about the situation.

The people in the village all know that only by having a good job in the factory can their families thrive. That's why they always remind their relatives of this and assure them that if they meet the requirements, the factory will definitely hire them. However, once inside, you must work hard and not think you can slack off just because you are related to someone there.

In their words, I dare not slack off or mess around even when I'm working in the factory, let alone with you distant relatives.

If that's the case, not only will I be fired, but it may also become difficult to even maintain relationships with relatives! It's so hard to find a job nowadays, hearing this, the person didn't hesitate at all and readily vowed and agreed.

Wait until the 8th day of the lunar calendar, Lin Qiao and Dan Yanmei will return to the United States. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying also returned to Nanjiang City. Although the Lunar New Year holiday is not as long now, the management in their units is relatively flexible, allowing them to stay in their hometown for a few more days.

Lin Lou and Yu Bingbing stayed for a few more days. When the Lantern Festival arrived, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying also returned to accompany their grandparents for the festival before returning to Beijing.

After returning, Lin went to class and handled daily work during the day, and in the evening, he went around to visit relatives with Yu Bing Bing, making up for the tasks unfinished during the Chinese New Year.

After visiting relatives, Linlou's life returned to normal. Early one morning, he went to the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University. He first reported the progress of "General Architecture" to Commissioner Wu, and then returned to his office. Like other teachers in the office, he flipped through newspapers while waiting to teach students.

Then Linlou saw a piece of news in the newspaper about a fifth-grade elementary school student, Yan Haixia, from Jianhu County, Yancheng, Jiangsu. She had read about the initiative to donate for the Asian Games in the "Chinese Youth Daily". So she put her saved 1.6 yuan pocket money in an envelope and sent it to "Uncle Zhang Baifa" in Beijing using her family's envelope and stamp.

The article honors Yan Haixia as the first person to donate to the Asian Games and calls on everyone to learn from her and donate to solve the funding shortage for the Asian Games.

The donation for the Asian Games is finally about to start! Well then, I can also prepare Lin Qiao and Ye Rongtian for it!

Oh, my recent physical condition has been really bad. It took me so long to finish the second chapter! I should take a break from writing for a while and see when my body will get better. I guess I can't handle it as I get older!
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"It seems that the funding for the Asian Games is really tight. The construction of sports venues for the Hangzhou Asian Games cost 10.4 billion US dollars, and the municipal construction cost 12.57 billion US dollars. How much is the total budget for the Beijing Asian Games? The national investment is 7 billion, the planned fundraising is 6 billion, and local investment is 4 billion. This is a big gap, it's normal to have insufficient funds!" In the office, another teacher also saw this news.

Somebody started and everyone began to chat. Someone countered, "The accounts should not be calculated this way. The Asian Games in Seoul were immediately followed by the Olympics. These are two large sports events held consecutively, and a large portion of the funds for the Asian Games also went into preparing for the Olympics. It's normal to spend more, considering we only hosted the Asian Games once, it definitely won't be as much as Seoul's."

“With so many venues to be constructed, so many roads to be cleared, and so many supporting facilities and equipment to be added, the funds allocated by the state are indeed insufficient!”

"Once this news is out, I reckon our school will also appeal to teachers and students to donate. How much do you think would be appropriate to donate?" someone asked concernedly.

"About half a month's salary, right? It's definitely the norm at the company. If you want to donate more, you can donate to other places. I think there will definitely be donation boxes set up elsewhere. There's a certain etiquette to donating at the company; you can't have the leader donate two hundred, and then you just donate a thousand, that's definitely not appropriate."

"It's not too bad. My family of five depends entirely on my salary to make a living. I can still manage with half a month's salary, but any less and I'd be left with nothing!" A teacher with a heavy family burden breathed a sigh of relief.

Linlou felt quite emotional when he heard this. Nowadays, with a regular job, one person's income can support a whole family. How many people in the future dare to dream of such a good thing? Emptying six wallets to buy a house for the children is more common now, isn't it?

"Oh, I reckon we might have to wait a bit for the donations. Hurry up and flip to the back to see, there's quite a bit of controversy about the Asian Games in the newspaper now," someone discovered new information.

According to his prompt, Lin Lou turned the newspaper over and sure enough it was a critique of the Asian Games. For Lin Lou, the controversy sparked by the 2008 Beijing Olympics was deeply memorable, and the 1990 Asian Games faced similar issues. Nowadays, not everyone agrees with hosting the Asian Games.

This article opposes the Asian Games from several perspectives. First, from an economic standpoint, the author seems quite knowledgeable and starts off by mentioning a highly prestigious economic term - the "Montreal Pitfall," referring to the 1972 Olympic Games held in Montreal, Canada. This event, which lasted for 15 days, resulted in Montreal being in debt for over 20 years, with a deficit of over 1 billion dollars finally being paid off only at the end of the 20th century.

He then gave several examples of large-scale sports events to illustrate that, according to foreign experience, hosting such events requires the host country to spend money. This is a money-losing business. Although the national economy has improved somewhat, the country's finances are still not abundant. It is better to spend money where it is more needed than to host the Asian Games.

Then he calculated another account and listed the 20 new sports venues that Beijing needs to build for hosting the Asian Games, 13 existing venues that need to be renovated and repaired, as well as the construction of the Olympic Center and the Asian Games Village outside the Fourth Ring Road.

Listed the ticketing and rental income of other domestic sports venues, based on the past experience of holding similar events, and compared it with the construction expenditure of the Asian Games venues, it will take quite a long time to break even.

As for income, his accounts are equally clear. The most important economic income for large sports events is the television broadcasting rights. However, the problem is that the Asian Games cannot be compared to the Olympic Games in this respect. If the income from television broadcasting rights cannot be increased through marketing, then it will have to be borne by the organizers and the government of the host city.

The conclusion drawn is that it is understandable for developed countries like Japan or rapidly developing countries like South Korea to expand their influence by hosting major sports events. However, for a relatively economically underdeveloped country like China, hosting such large-scale sports events seems a bit like trying to appear stronger than one actually is.

"Xiao Lin, now the pressure on your team is really high!" Everyone looked at Lin sympathetically. The architecture department of Tsinghua University made a significant contribution to the construction of the venues for the Asian Games. They were also proud of their work. Now, seeing someone criticize the Asian Games, they must be feeling a bit unhappy.

Compared to them, Linlou undoubtedly faces greater pressure. After all, he is a senior advisor to the Asian Games Organizing Committee and the chief designer of the Olympic Sports Center. I guess the opposition sees him as an accomplice, right?

Compared to the pressure of organizing the Asian Games, this is nothing. However, as the teachers have pointed out, since there have been some controversies in the public opinion, these controversies must be resolved. Otherwise, if public opinion continues to ferment, the impact may grow larger and even affect the normal preparations for the Asian Games. Current controversies are nothing compared to the Olympics.

At this time, the controversies are all spontaneous. The controversies during the future Olympic Games will be much more complex, with both spontaneous and opportunistic activities. Lin Lou has naturally seen this kind of situation before and is not worried about the current situation.

"Just so happens that the Asian Games Committee has a meeting this afternoon. I reckon they will definitely discuss this issue at the meeting, and after the discussion, corresponding measures will be announced." Guessed Linlou.

After reading the newspaper and chatting for a while, it was time for class. Mr. Lin walked into the classroom with the lesson plan and heard that the students were also discussing the matter vaguely, apparently those articles had caused quite a stir.

In the afternoon, when I arrived at the office of the Asian Games Organizing Committee for a meeting, I noticed that Deputy Mayor Zhang seemed to have more white hair on his head. As soon as he spoke, he brought up this matter, "Nowadays, the lack of understanding of the Asian Games in society is becoming more and more serious. Some people, including National People's Congress deputies, even asked me whether the Asian Games can still be held as scheduled."

"I told him at the time, if the Asian Games project cannot be completed on schedule, I will jump from the highest point in Beijing, the 208-meter Jingguang Building." After saying that, he looked solemnly at several deputy commanders, implying that if that day ever comes, those deputy commanders should jump before he does."

After the opening remarks, Deputy Mayor Zhang announced the agenda for today: "Today's meeting will mainly discuss two issues. The first is how to secure funding for the Asian Games project, fill the gaps, and ensure that all projects can be completed on schedule. The second is how to respond to the current public opinion. Everyone is encouraged to speak up and quickly come up with countermeasures!"

The crowd was discussing enthusiastically, "Can't we ask the country for a little bit more?"

"No, the country is tight on funds now, there's definitely no money to spare!"

"Ask about the unit allocation below, okay?"

"What are you thinking? Right now, the people opposing us are only from the economic and cultural circles. If you start redistributing resources, even the workers will likely start to oppose us! Who would be willing to have their money taken from their pockets?"

"They can write articles, can't we write as well? They oppose hosting the Asian Games, so we will support it!"

"It's easy to say, but from which aspects should we support and dispel the doubts in the minds of the common people? Do you have any ideas? Don't just spout big empty words; show some practical things!"

There were many speakers, but not much valuable information. Gradually, the meeting room became quiet, and Deputy Mayor Zhang waited for a while before casting his gaze onto Lin Lou, "Xiao Lin, you are usually quite active in speaking up. Why are you so quiet today? This is not like you! If you have any thoughts, speak up boldly!"

Although Lin rarely speaks at the subcommittee meetings, each of his remarks hits the nail on the head. Over time, Deputy Mayor Zhang has formed a habit of seeking Lin's opinion whenever there's an issue that cannot be resolved.

"Got a lot on my mind, just organized my thoughts," Linlou spoke up. "I'll share my ideas first, it's just a starting point."

"I have also read the article you mentioned. The author used the example of the Montreal Olympics to illustrate that hosting large sports events usually results in financial losses. However, that is all in the past. We can now use the example of the Los Angeles Olympics to demonstrate that hosting large sports events can also be profitable!"

In 1984, Los Angeles innovatively proposed the new concept of "Olympic Games self-sufficient" and made a profit of 250 million US dollars, demonstrating a new idea for the sports industry to the world. This made the notion that hosting the Olympic Games will inevitably incur losses a thing of the past. Subsequently, many editions of the Olympic Games have achieved profits, leading many countries to become enthusiastic about bidding for the Olympics.

It's a pity that not everyone has the ability to profit from the Olympics. Greece and Brazil suffered tragedies afterwards. As for the Tokyo Olympics, although it has not yet begun, it seems that this edition of the Olympics is destined to operate at a loss, based on the situation before the departure of the previous management.

"This approach is great. He used examples of losing money to oppose the Asian Games, so we can counter with examples of making money, in order to dispel the doubts and worries of the people!" Vice Mayor Zhang was very satisfied. This is the way to solve the problem, much better than empty talk. "Xiao Lin, please continue."

"The second argument of this article questions the high construction costs of engineering projects and the limited profitability of sports venues, which, economically speaking, is not a good business deal! I believe that this issue can be refuted from several perspectives."

"First of all, the construction cost of the Asian Games is not only used to build sports venues! There are also a large number of engineering expenditures related to people's livelihood, such as road clearance, urban infrastructure construction, and so on. Based on the experiences of foreign countries, hosting major sports events is always a good opportunity to improve the level of urban infrastructure construction!"

"After this renovation, the traffic in Beijing will be smoother in the future, and the quality of life for the ordinary people will continue to improve. Not to mention, let's just talk about the underground pipeline system in the old city area! In the past, the ordinary people living in the old courtyards had to go outside to empty their chamber pots. Why? Isn't it because the sewer system was not perfect?"

"Seizing the opportunity presented by the Asian Games, we will complete the sewage system so that people will no longer have to worry about toilet drainage issues. This will not only make daily life more convenient, but also help control the occurrence of various infectious diseases. This is definitely a great benefit to the country and the people. It shows that hosting the Asian Games is not just about the facade, but also directly related to the vital interests of the people!"

"When this reason is presented, I can't guarantee how people from other cities would react, but the residents of Beijing will definitely fully support it!" Vice Mayor Zhang chuckled, knowing that very few native Beijingers have not been concerned about this matter.

It's too cold to pour the toilet in winter, but it's not cold in summer. However, with such hot weather, having a toilet inside the house, can the smell be bearable? If they can solve this problem, they would definitely be happy.

"We can also take the example of the Olympic Sports Center Hotel project to explain to everyone that not all venue facilities are funded by the government. Mr. Huo's funds were used for the hotel and commercial street, and the country did not spend a penny."

"The Asian Games Village will be put up for sale after the conclusion of the Asian Games, and the proceeds can cover the cost and even make a profit!" The Asian Games Village is Beijing's first high-end commercial residential area. After the conclusion of the Asian Games, it will be initially sold internally. Liu Huan qualified for purchasing a house here because he performed "Asian Hero" and bought a house at a price of 1200 yuan per square meter.

Later, more celebrities and wealthy individuals chose to settle here. For a time, "owning a pager, driving a car, and living in the Asian Games Village" became a symbol of status.

In the following thirty years, the housing prices in the Asian Games Village kept rising, from 1,200 to 6,000, 8,000, and then over 10,000. Before Linlou came through, the prices had almost reached 80,000, increasing more than sixty times in thirty years.

Even at the initial estimate of 1,200, the selling price of the Olympic Village residences will surely recoup a considerable amount of the construction costs.

"The point is worth mentioning!" Deputy Mayor Zhang still had doubts in his mind, because it is still welfare housing distribution now. Will anyone be willing to spend money to buy a house later? He wasn't sure, but for now, it's best to calm the controversy first.

"As for the income aspect, we can refer to the Los Angeles Olympics, list some new profit points, and explain to the public that we can still make money by hosting this grand event! Whether we can make money or not is a matter for the future. For now, let's give everyone a concept and make them feel hopeful about making money."

"Finally, hosting this Asian Games not only expands China's influence and improves municipal construction levels, but also brings many benefits! For example, Beijing's experience in municipal construction can be promoted to other cities, allowing more people across the country to enjoy a better life!"

"For example, in the fields of venue construction, television broadcasting, etc., we have learned advanced technologies from abroad, developed our own technologies, and these technologies can bring huge benefits to the country..."
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"I don't know much about TV broadcasting, so I can't say much about it. But in terms of construction, for the sake of hosting the Asian Games, we have developed many new technologies and materials. For example, special cement and aluminum-magnesium-manganese panels that we are using now have already begun to be introduced to the European and American markets, earning a large amount of foreign exchange for the country!"

"If it weren't for the Asian Games, these products might not have appeared for some time! There are many similar new technologies and products. If these are also counted as part of the benefits of the Asian Games, not only will there be no loss, but the hosting expenses of the Asian Games will be earned back many times over!"

The Asian Games only cost 1.7 billion in total. Not to mention other things, just special cement alone, the accumulated sales in the future will definitely be more than 1.7 billion. This is a major commodity.

"Pap pap pap pap!" As soon as Lin finished speaking, Deputy Mayor Zhang began to applaud, followed quickly by others. The applause continued for five minutes before finally subsiding.

"Your arguments are very solid. No need to mention others, just hearing them makes me feel more confident! Xiaolin, you've worked hard. After this, go and organize what you just said into an article. I'll have someone review and publish it in the Central Daily under your name! Explain it to those who care about the Asian Games, let them understand that we will definitely not pretend to be something we're not!"

"Hosting the Asian Games is of long-term benefit to Beijing and to China! Other people can also follow Comrade Xiaolin's thinking and write more articles from different perspectives to elaborate on this point!" Deputy Mayor Zhang is now reassured. As long as they explain it to the people clearly, they will definitely support the hosting of the Asian Games, and the current debate will be quickly quelled.

"Comrade Xiaolin is quite right. Our TV station has also imported a lot of new equipment and learned a lot of new technologies. We have also developed some things ourselves. All of these will contribute to the long-term advancement of our country's television production and broadcasting technology. Without the momentum of the Asian Games, we wouldn't know when we could achieve these."

"After I go back, I will also organize the relevant information and write an article on the role of the Asian Games in promoting the development of China's television industry. I will also produce a special program. If Xiaolin is available, he can also spare some time to explain what you just said to our television staff, so that we can prepare the program for broadcast!"

With more and more ordinary people purchasing television sets, TV stations are gradually expanding their influence and naturally unwilling to miss this opportunity.

"In fact, in large-scale competitions, cultural performances and other fields, the hosting of the Asian Games has also achieved a lot of improvements. In this regard, we also have something to write about! With Linlou's reminder, everyone spoke enthusiastically, starting to elaborate on the promoting role of the Asian Games in their respective industries."

It's like when Beijing hosted the Olympics, there were a lot of people opposing it. But in the end, the results proved that the Olympics did bring many benefits to the country, which far outweighed the expenses of hosting the event.

Of course, as the saying goes, it's good to host a major sports event, but it also depends on whether you have the ability to do so. What China can achieve does not mean that others can do the same. Countries like Greece and Brazil are somewhat overreaching.

"Okay, we have found the direction for the first issue. Let's all go back and start writing the articles. Once they are finished, we'll submit them to the subcommittee for review, and then we can coordinate with the media for release! Now let's discuss the second issue – there is still a significant gap in venue construction. How should we solve this?"

The disputed issue has now found a direction for resolution, which has relieved Deputy Mayor Zhang to some extent, but he still has not completely relaxed because there is another more troublesome matter in front of him.

"From the look of Comrade Xiao Lin just now, there must be a lot more he hasn't said, right? Why don't we continue listening to Comrade Xiao Lin?" Everyone turned to look at Lin.

"You guys can't rely on Xiao Lin for everything, right?" Deputy Mayor Zhang was amused, but he also wanted to know what else Lin had in mind. "But comrade Xiao Lin, you often travel abroad and have a broader perspective. If you have any good ideas, please continue to share them!"

"Dear leaders, dear teachers, I am still young and not very steady, there are many areas that require the guidance and supervision from elders like you..." Lin, while being courteous, acknowledged the need for the right attitude despite just making a name for himself. It's better to avoid causing trouble, especially since everyone is currently concerned about funding issues, and there aren't many people complaining about him.

There are many ways to raise funds, such as pre-selling residential properties in the Asian Games Village and using a commercial real estate development model. By prioritizing sales based on customer accumulation, funds can be retrieved in advance and the selling price can exceed historical levels.

However, once the real estate tiger is unleashed, it cannot be easily contained. Lin Lou does not want to get involved in this trouble, so he has adopted some more cautious strategies.

"I heard that the Ministry of Civil Affairs is recently discussing the issue of soliciting donations for social welfare with prizes!" This is actually welfare lottery.

In 1985, there were as many as 50 million people with disabilities in the country, with only 490,000 beds in welfare institutions nationwide and zero community services. Since the reform and opening up had not been implemented for long, it was difficult to come up with so much money at once. However, at the time, the Minister of Civil Affairs, Cui Naifu, said that the lack of funds should not stop the work, and thus proposed the idea of raising social welfare funds through lotteries.

However, at that time, the reputation of lottery was very poor. It was considered a feudal thing, and people were criticized for not working hard to cultivate the land but wanting to get rich quick by buying lottery tickets, which was considered as neglecting one's proper occupation. Therefore, when it was decided to publicize the lottery, it was not called a lottery, but "social welfare fundraising with prizes", and the acceptance was better when it was presented as a welfare fundraiser.

Not long ago, the Ministry of Civil Affairs held a meeting at the Great Hall of the People, establishing the China Social Welfare Fundraising Committee and initiating the selection of pilot cities for fundraising. Big cities like Beijing and Shanghai are not very suitable, so they chose Shijiazhuang as the first pilot. However, the official sale will have to wait until July, so it has not started yet.

The people at the scene are all well-informed individuals, many of whom have heard some rumors, but for a moment they couldn't figure out the relationship between this matter and the Asian Games.

Lin continued, "In foreign countries, the government raises funds for hosting major sports events by selling special welfare lottery tickets. Because there was no similar situation in the country before, it's hard to say. Now that the Ministry of Civil Affairs has taken the lead, can't we consider it according to the situation?"

"If the social welfare fundraising organized by the Ministry of Civil Affairs has a good effect, can't we also organize an Asian Games fundraising event? If the trial effect is not good or if there is a lot of controversy, then we can wait a bit more."

In history, it was not until the year before the Asian Games were held that the first batch of Asian Games Fund Lottery tickets were officially issued. By spending one yuan to buy a ticket with the Asian Games mascot, one could make a contribution to the Asian Games while also having the chance to win a prize. This can be seen as the precursor of sports lottery tickets.

Only within a short year, it was impossible to raise too much fund for the Asian Games. Now, with an advance of two years, it is certain that we will be able to raise much more funding within three years than what was historically available.

"The Civil Affairs Department has local civil affairs bureaus that can serve as sales points, but do we also have sports bureaus at the local level? They can also take on this task, and with the Asian Games flags here, local governments will definitely support it!" Someone suddenly brightened up after hearing this, thinking that it was a good idea.

"The enthusiasm for the Asian Games is currently very high. If there were donation drawings for ticket sales, people would definitely line up to buy them! With a population of over a billion people in the country, even if only one percent is willing to purchase, that would still be ten million people! Even if each person only buys one yuan, that's still ten million yuan, more than enough to build a small stadium!"

"It's definitely more than this amount. Be optimistic and who knows, maybe we could even have a billion! Even after deducting necessary expenses, we could still end up with tens of millions in the end!"

"Regarding the policy and public response, we are not very confident at the moment. However, Xiao Lin is right. Let's first check the situation with the Ministry of Civil Affairs! We'll arrange for some people to go and learn from the staff at the Ministry of Civil Affairs, and then start immediately when the time is right!"

"I'll go and communicate with the Ministry of Civil Affairs later. They definitely won't refuse for the Asian Games. As for the General Administration of Sport, there are leaders sitting here right now. This is a good opportunity to expand the influence of our department, so there's absolutely no reason for them to refuse."

Deputy Mayor Zhang calculated that in order to run the current Asian Games well, there is still a funding gap of over 600 million. Lin, who is now full of ideas, has almost solved one-tenth of the problem. Deputy Mayor Zhang is very happy and said, "Lin, please continue."

"For the ordinary people, we can raise funds through welfare donations, and for another group of people, we can use other methods!"

"Because of the BOT cooperation for the Olympic Sports Center Hotel and commercial street project, as well as the design of the commercial center, I have been in frequent contact with Mr. Huo lately. Knowing that I am assisting the Asian Games Organizing Committee, Mr. Huo almost always asks me about whether the funding for the Asian Games is sufficient. If it's not enough, he is willing to make a donation!"

"Last time he said that he was ready to offer a billion, as long as we are willing to accept it, he will immediately send the money to us! Mr. Huo's deep patriotic sentiments are truly touching! Moreover, there are many patriots like Mr. Huo in Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, and overseas. If we are willing to accept, it will definitely greatly ease our pressure!"

If someone else had said this, everyone might have hesitated, but Mr. Huo is a long-trusted old friend of our party! Everyone immediately believed him.

"One billion! Mr. Huo is really generous!" This number is unimaginable for people nowadays.

But there are still some doubts, "Hosting the Asian Games is a national matter, is it appropriate to accept Mr. Huo's donation?"

"Since Mr. Huo has such good intentions, wouldn't it be hurtful to refuse him? Besides, didn't we accept donations from little Yan Haixia before? In that case, it seems acceptable to accept Mr. Huo's donation, right?"

"Before, when chatting with Mr. Huo, he expressed a great liking for the swimming pool in the Olympic Sports Center, mentioning several times his desire to donate funds for its construction. I thought, if we were to accept Mr. Huo's kind offer, could we not name this sports complex in his honor, as an expression of our gratitude?!" Lin Lou, however, is unwilling to change the name of the Yingdong Swimming Pool!

"Furthermore, whether I am in Hong Kong or in Europe and America, I will encounter Hong Kong compatriots, overseas students, and overseas Chinese who hope to contribute to the Asian Games. With Mr. Huo taking the lead, we can definitely raise a considerable amount of funds. Leaving other matters aside, Lin Qiao has already prepared nearly the equivalent of over 90 million RMB in US dollars, and we are just waiting for Mr. Huo to start the process."

It's not that the two brothers can't come up with more money, but out of respect for Mr. Huo, if Mr. Huo donates one billion, they definitely wouldn't want to outdo him.

Everyone looked towards the representatives of the United Front Work Department, the Overseas Chinese Affairs Committee, and other relevant departments. Whether this matter can succeed or not depends on them, as they are the directly responsible departments in this field.

After some consideration, several representatives have expressed their opinions one after another. This matter is quite significant, and they need to report back to the leadership and hold a meeting to discuss. However, from their tone, it can be seen that they also hope for the success of this matter.

There are millions of donations for welfare rewards. Considering Mr. Huo's donations, it should be over two billion yuan, right? So, half of the funding shortfall has been solved? Deputy Mayor Zhang finally feels relieved, and we should be able to find a way to raise the remaining funds, right?

Looking at the expression on Lin's face, it seems that there is still something unsaid. Vice Mayor Zhang quickly urged, "Xiaolin, is there any other way? Quickly, tell us together!"

"A few years ago, I also went to Los Angeles and watched several Olympic events in person. I found that Americans are very good at commercial development! In addition to television broadcast fees, sponsorship and advertising are also a very significant source of income. I could see the presence of sponsors and advertisers everywhere at the venue!"

"Around the competition field, there is a circle of advertising boards. Depending on the importance of the competition, the popularity, and the location, the prices are also different! When the audience watches the game, these advertisements will also appear on the TV screen, thereby providing very good promotional effects!"

"Many large companies have offered tens of thousands, or even millions, of high prices to compete for these billboards. The total amount for all the advertising slots is not a small sum."

"Furthermore, there are also sales of designated Olympic products, including beverages, food, electronics, and daily necessities, covering a wide range of items… Linlou really has quite a few methods."
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"The literary and art circles can also play a huge role; organizing charity performances to raise funds is our long-standing tradition..." Lin Lou proposed a series of suggestions, some of which were originally used during the 1990 Asian Games, while others were mature strategic plans developed later. All of them are in line with the current situation and can be implemented.

Everyone is recording quickly. Whenever Lin mentions their department, they become especially excited. If he temporarily doesn't mention it, the anxiety on their faces is impossible to hide.

The Asian Games is such a big event, and other units have made significant contributions, but our unit hasn't. How can we explain this to our leaders? How will the public view our unit?

Finally, when it was mentioned that they could participate or there were plans involving them, each of these people felt relieved and smiles reappeared on their faces as they happily started to take notes.

"I can only think of these for now. I hope it can be of a little help to everyone and to this Asian Games." Linlou finally finished his speech modestly.

"The applause thundered through the room! From the deputy mayor Zhang to the staff quietly taking notes in the corner, everyone wholeheartedly applauded for Mr. Lin."

Linlou repeatedly thanked, and the applause continued until Deputy Mayor Zhang took the lead in ending the applause. Others gradually stopped, and the meeting room returned to quiet.

"Oops, it seems like it was the right decision to invite Comrade Xiao Lin to serve as a consultant for the Asian Games Organizing Committee, instead of just being responsible for the architectural design of the Asian Games venues. Otherwise, there wouldn't have been so many good solutions." Vice Mayor Zhang's face no longer showed the initial worries and he started to feel confident about filling the gap of over six billion.

“However, everyone should not overload Xiao Lin with all the work. Since Xiao Lin has already suggested a solution, after returning to your respective units, you should quickly come up with feasible and detailed plans according to Xiao Lin's reminder. Let's discuss during the meeting, identify any remaining issues to overcome, and then implement the plans promptly!”

"By the way, just now Xiao Lin mentioned the establishment of a specialized fundraising committee. I think it's very necessary. I will have someone organize the charter and organizational structure of this committee immediately. If anyone has any ideas, please submit a report!" With six billion funds to be raised, it's essential to have a dedicated responsible unit for this.

"Understood, we'll get on it as soon as we're back. We won't sleep tonight, we'll hold a meeting right away to discuss!" Everyone showed great enthusiasm and eagerness, whether it was the sports bureau, the overseas Chinese affairs commission, or representatives from other departments.

"Let's adjourn for now. I expect to see concrete plans at our next week's meeting! Everyone, hurry back and get busy!" Deputy Mayor Zhang figured that everyone was raring to go, so he didn't bother holding them back for a meal.

The sound of moving chairs rang out continuously as everyone got up one after another. However, they didn't leave immediately; instead, they came to thank Linlou. "Xiaolin, thanks to you this time. If you hadn't reminded us, I wouldn't have known that our company could do so much for the Asian Games!"

"Yes, Xiaolin, do you have any plans later? If not, come back with me, let's go to the canteen in our unit for a meal, and then talk in detail about the proposal just now. We are still puzzled about how to operate the social welfare fundraising. The Ministry of Civil Affairs may have a solution." The leader of the Sports Bureau said.

"Why don't you just send someone directly to the Civil Affairs Bureau? There's no need to bother Xiao Lin. Xiao Lin, you should come to our Overseas Chinese Affairs Commission instead! You travel abroad frequently, so you must understand how overseas Chinese people think!"

"You're being a bit shameless with what you're saying. Your Overseas Chinese Affairs Office is specifically responsible for dealing with overseas Chinese. If you can't even understand this, I really don't know how you've been doing your job all these years!"

"So, Xiaolin, why don't you come to our Chamber of Commerce! We're not quite clear about the sponsorship you mentioned just now, after all, it's never happened in the country before!"

The group got into a heated argument in order to get more from the Lin family's estate, and it almost escalated into a physical fight on the spot! It caught the Lin family off guard.

It's not a good idea to promise to everyone. There are so many units on the scene, and the next meeting will be in a week. Even if he can use shadow clone jutsu, it's impossible to take care of every unit.

In the end, it was Deputy Mayor Zhang who spoke up and rescued Lin Lou from the crowd. Lin Lou hurriedly said, "Everyone, don't worry. The information I collected earlier is still there. How about everyone go to my place first and make a copy of the information? This should be able to help at least a little, right?"

"Xiao Lin, your work is truly remarkable!" Everyone raised their thumbs in approval. "You have gained the favor of our federation/Chamber of Commerce/Sports Bureau...!! If you need anything in the future, feel free to ask!"

Just based on what they said, Linlou probably will be welcomed with open arms wherever he goes to work in the future, as the favor he owes is definitely not small.

So, with Linlou's royal crown leading the way, a long line of cars including Beijing Jeep, Shanghai, Volga, Santana, and others followed, heading towards Linlou's quadrangle in a hurry.

And then all the photocopy machines in the office went into full gear, making copies of the materials they needed and handing them over. They took the materials, thanked repeatedly, then got back into the car to hurry back to the office for a meeting.

"Our law firm has really made a huge achievement this time! If anyone wants to do something in Beijing in the future, I bet it can be sorted out with just one phone call!" Xu Jiaping counted the number of clients who had come in today and was suddenly startled.

There are a lot of departments in the capital, such as television stations, industry and commerce, taxation, foreign affairs, culture... Many of them are related to the daily affairs of the firm. In the past, when they visited, it was all business, at most, they just treated the affairs of Lin's firm with a little favor because of the name of Xiangjiang Enterprise.

But now it's different. Just now, the leaders of those units were shaking hands with Linlou one after another, expressing their willingness to help with anything they need. The next time they come to handle any business, Linlou's office will definitely be their top priority.

There are so many benefits in this. Just by saving the time of waiting in line, it already makes the administrative work much easier for the office staff.

When I went to have dinner at my father-in-law's house with Yu Bingbing in the evening, my father-in-law also heard some news, "You did a good job today. Many old acquaintances called me to thank you."

When it comes to this, the father-in-law is somewhat regretful. Lin Lou has focused all his efforts on architecture and has no intention of entering the political arena. Otherwise, with the favors he has gained today, he would have attracted the envy of many people!

If he adds his degree from Tsinghua University and his personal connections, it's really exciting to think about where he might go in the future.

However, upon second thought, engaging in politics is quite complex, and a slight misstep could lead to a downfall. He has only one daughter and does not want her to live in fear. It is better to continue in this way.

Then the father-in-law started to analyze from their perspective, identifying which of the plans were practical, pointing out the incomplete considerations, and suggesting what needed to be added. After listening, Linlou also gained significant insights.

Time passed quickly, and one week later, everyone gathered in the conference room to prepare for the meeting. Compared to last time, everyone's complexion had improved significantly. The problems that had been troubling them now had a breakthrough in sight, and they no longer had to worry. Now, they were just looking forward to performing well.

"I have read the articles you submitted. Everyone has done a great job. Some can be published directly, while others just need some slight adjustments," Vice Mayor Zhang praised as the meeting began.

"The media has been contacted as well. An article has already been published. Comrade Xiaolin's article has caused quite a stir, and from the reader's letters received by the newspaper, it can be seen that the public's support for the Asian Games has increased significantly. I believe that after the publication of other articles, the previous debate will come to an end."

No matter what it is, it is obviously impossible to make everyone support it, so Deputy Mayor Zhang only mentioned setting a deadline for the debate, rather than putting an end to it.

However, it can be expected that the public opinion in support of hosting the Asian Games will inevitably prevail, even if there are still people writing articles against it, they cannot stir up any significant waves.

"The first issue we discussed in the last meeting has been resolved, but addressing the second issue won't be as easy. Now, let's all present our proposals and report on them. Let's see the quality of your work from last week!" Then, the discussion on the second issue began.

"Let me go first!" the representative in charge of Hong Kong and Macau affairs raised his hand and spoke, "We invited an old friend of Mr. Huo to come to Hong Kong to contact Mr. Huo. Before we even started probing, Mr. Huo took the initiative to donate one billion for the Asian Games. We immediately reported this to the senior leadership."

"After considering it for a while, the leader has agreed to this matter and instructed us to mainly allocate this fund for the construction of the swimming pool in the Asian Games and to name it after Mr. Huo."

"In addition, Mr. Huo also took the initiative to contact a group of patriotic individuals in Hong Kong, who are also willing to donate funds for the Asian Games. They made a strong start and received a round of applause."

Other units naturally would not let them be superior to them, the representative of the Chamber of Commerce immediately spoke, "In recent years, the development of individual economy has been rapid. Now, there are nearly 20 million individual economic practitioners in the country. They are also willing to contribute to the Asian Games!"

"We have contacted the chambers of commerce from various regions, and they carried out surveys through local private associations to understand the members who will be attending. Once they heard that they could contribute to the Asian Games, their enthusiasm was off the charts! Everyone expressed their willingness to donate. Some even emptied their pockets on the spot, saying that it was all they had at the moment and they would bring more later!"

"Although there isn't an exact figure, based on our initial estimation, the funds to be donated by individual laborers nationwide for the construction of a new stadium should be sufficient!"

This is the magnificent Guangcai Gymnasium located in the south of Beijing City. It is a modern, multi-functional comprehensive sports arena equipped with indoor standard facilities for badminton, table tennis, basketball, football, handball, snooker, and more. It played an important role in hosting competitions during the 1990 Asian Games.

"We have communicated with the Ministry of Civil Affairs, and they are very supportive of our work. We have now arranged for capable staff to go to the Ministry of Civil Affairs to study. We believe that once their pilot project ends successfully, we can launch the charity fundraising event with prizes!" said the representative of the Sports Bureau.

He was very happy inside. Originally, the Civil Affairs Department heard that they also wanted to launch a charity fundraising event. There were a hundred objections. They had been preparing for it for several years, but unexpectedly, just as everything was about to come to fruition, other units came to snatch the opportunity.

But when the sports sector publicized the plan to raise funds for the Asian Games, the Ministry of Civil Affairs had no objections, and they smoothly seized this opportunity.

Well, although we are currently only raising funds for the Asian Games, there will be many more opportunities to host sporting events in the future. It seems that this model can be maintained in the future! They have already regarded this plan as a stable economic source for the sports bureau; it can not only contribute to the Asian Games but also generate revenue for our department. Who wouldn't like such a good thing?

Other units have also been speaking one after another. Due to the difficulty of the issue, the speed of the plan's progress varies, but overall, it is still developing in a positive direction.

Deputy Mayor Zhang and several key leaders are very satisfied. After reviewing the proposals from different units, today's meeting is coming to a close.

"One last thing today, next year will be the Seoul Olympics. The South Korean side has invested several times more funds for this Olympics than us, there are many aspects that we can learn from!"

"A few days ago, the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee invited us to visit and inspect. After discussing with several leaders, we believed it was a great learning opportunity. Therefore, we officially replied to them, agreeing to visit and inspect. So the last item on today's agenda is to discuss the selection of personnel for the visit and inspection!"

As soon as this topic comes up, everyone is immediately energized. Nowadays, going abroad for inspection is quite a good job. Although South Korea is not as popular as Europe, America, and Japan, their level of economic development is also good. Moreover, since the two countries have not formally established diplomatic relations, the opportunity is even more rare.

"Um, Comrade Xiao Lin, if you're not too busy recently, come with us!" Just as everyone was pondering what reasons to use to fight for a spot for our unit, Vice Mayor Zhang directly called out Lin Lou's name.

Originally, this kind of thing would definitely be argued over, but no one has any objections to Mr. Lin.
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If it were someone else, the representatives from other units would definitely vie for it. Why should this good opportunity be given to you directly? We also need to go abroad for investigation and see the state of decaying capitalist countries.

But they still owe Linlou a huge favor, how can they say no to letting Linlou go now? Are they still going to have any face left? So everyone expressed their agreement.

However, when it came to deciding on the next few slots, they no longer showed any modesty. Each of them tried their best, putting forward various reasons to persuade the leaders that they were the best choice.

Deputy Mayor Zhang was not surprised to see them at all. After considering various factors, the decision on the candidate was made. "This time it's only a few of you, but don't be discouraged, there will be opportunities for overseas inspections in the future. As long as everyone works diligently, we will definitely take notice. Maybe next time it will be your turn!"

After consoling them, he asked the others to leave first and kept a few of them. "This time's investigation is a little different. We haven't established diplomatic relations with South Korea yet, so we must be more cautious. I have already negotiated with the foreign affairs department, and they will come tomorrow to give you a comprehensive training."

"After the training is completed, you can only go out after passing the exam. If you fail, then I will have to find someone else... Also, this time going out is a mission. We must carefully observe how South Korea organizes the Asian Games and the Olympic Games. These experiences are very useful..." After discussing some matters that need attention, the meeting finally ended.

After coming out, someone approached Mr. Lin again, "Mr. Lin, you have helped our unit so much, and we haven't shown our appreciation yet. How about we go out for a meal together?"

"Yeah, Lín, you're usually busy with work so we don't want to bother you, but since we bumped into each other today, we have to have a meal together. Come on, my treat, let's go to Kǎoròu Jì!"

Several people argued for a while, unwilling to give in to each other. In the end, they all had to go. Upon arrival, they first expressed their gratitude. Then, realizing that there was no chance to speak privately, someone finally mustered the courage to ask, "Lin, I actually need your help with something, but I feel a bit embarrassed to say it."

I'm really sorry, Lin Lou previously helped their unit to organize their thoughts and allowed their unit to play a greater role in the Asian sub-committee and win more glory. They haven't repaid this favor yet, and now they have new things to trouble Lin Lou with. But if they don't find Lin Lou, they don't know who else can help them.

"You don't have to be so polite with me. If you have anything to say, just tell me. I may be young and inexperienced, so I'm afraid I might not be able to help you." Lin Lou didn't make a firm statement, intending to assess the situation first before making any decision.

"Aren't we supposed to go abroad for an inspection? You may not feel it as you often travel abroad, but such opportunities are very rare for us. If we go, many people at home are looking forward to it. It wouldn't be good to go back empty-handed and not be able to explain to the family!" said Qiao Zhengwei from the Sports Bureau, hesitantly.

"Yeah, nowadays everyone who goes out comes back with a big or small package. Although South Korea may not be as good as Europe, America, or Japan, it also has some good stuff. I also want to buy some electrical appliances for my family." Feng Yu from the TV station added.

"But they don't accept renminbi in South Korea, you need to have US dollars to buy things. It's okay for us to gather some renminbi, but we have no way of getting US dollars!" Mao Biao from the Overseas Chinese Affairs Committee finally brought up the main issue.

"Yeah, even if I ask everyone I know, at most I could only manage to scrounge up a couple hundred bucks. What good is that amount of money?" Qiao Zhengwei shrugged.

"Lin, you often travel abroad, so it must be more convenient for you. If you could help us exchange some US dollars, I would be very grateful!" Mao Biao pleaded with clasped hands.

"Don't worry, we definitely won't exchange at the official rate with you," Feng Yu said. Nowadays, if anyone has US dollars, they can't exchange them at the official rate. However, they also can't bear to exchange at the black market rate, as it's too high.

"How much do you need? I'll go back and see if I can come up with it!" They can get as much as they want over at Lin's building, but being too generous isn't a good thing either. What if everyone comes to Lin's building for exchanges in the future? Apart from the loss, there are still some taboos in this matter. He doesn't want to get into trouble."

These individuals naturally wanted to contribute as much as possible. However, considering their savings, future income, and potential loans, they each reported a contribution of around $1,000. Despite the financial strain based on their income levels, they were able to come up with the amount.

This is the fund they're preparing to use for their own shopping. As long as relatives, friends, and colleagues at work ask for help to bring back items, they should be prepared to have the money ready themselves!

"I'll think of a way to gather the amount needed, it's almost possible, but more than that is not feasible! As for the price, let's just stick to the official price!" It's not that much money, so let's just fulfill the favor thoroughly. If we still dwell on the exchange rate, then the favor will not materialize.

"How can I possibly accept this... Thank you so much! I'll gather the money and bring it to you tomorrow!" With this, everyone was pleased, exchanging polite words before happily agreeing.

The next day, the personnel from the foreign affairs department came to give them a training course. The content of the training was similar to the one Lin attended in Urud, mainly focusing on the laws and regulations, customs, and foreign affairs discipline of South Korea, allowing them to have a basic understanding of the situation in South Korea to avoid any problems when they go there.

It also emphasized the position of Americans in South Korea, where there are stationed U.S. troops that have a decisive influence. This is also something that must be addressed.

After the training that day, the group followed Linlou back to the quadrangle courtyard. They took out Renminbi from their bag and exchanged it for US dollars with Linlou.

After receiving the US dollars, they expressed their thanks one after another. If it weren't for Lin's help, it would have been possible for them to gather so many US dollars, but it would have been a lot of effort and favors, and definitely not at this exchange rate.

After several days of training, they all passed the examination of the foreign affairs department and then made preparations to take a flight to Japan first, and then transferred from Japan to arrive in Seoul. It's so troublesome without formal diplomatic relations. Since there are no direct flights, they can only make a detour through a third country!

When they came out, the officials of South Goryeo were giving the final instructions to the reception team, "Although China's economy is relatively backward, after all, it is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council. If we can establish diplomatic relations with them, it will be of great benefit to our country! So we must do a good job in this reception."

"At the same time, considering that China is currently undergoing reform and opening up and greatly needs foreign capital, while our South Goryeo capital also needs a market, we should try our best to demonstrate our economic strength to them during the reception process, in preparation for future entry into the Chinese market. This is the important reason for inviting Chinese representatives to visit."

Otherwise, with the narrow-mindedness of the South Koreans, they can just organize their own sports event and use underhanded means to win more medals for themselves. Who cares if the neighbors' sports event is successful or not!

"Yes! We will definitely do a great job in receiving guests!" The reception staff, led by team leader Jin Jingwang, replied respectfully.

Soon, Lin Lou and the others emerged from the passenger exit. After introducing each other, Jin Jingwang asked excitedly, "Are you Mr. Lin who once won the Gold Prize from the American Institute of Architects and the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale of Architecture? I've heard so much about you!"

His Mandarin is quite fluent, otherwise he wouldn't have been sent to receive Lin and the others. However, when speaking, he always has a hint of kimchi flavor.

Went to the hotel to rest for a while, and then held a reception banquet. At the banquet, there was certainly no lack of kimchi. Jin Jingwang introduced to them the long history and profound culture of kimchi. Everyone looked at each other in surprise. Who in China still cares about kimchi? Why do they treat it like a treasure?

However, everyone kept in mind the discipline of foreign affairs before leaving, and didn't say much, even following his topic and complimenting him a few times, which made Jin Jingwang even happier.

The next day we started to visit various sports facilities in Seoul. The first place to visit was the main stadium for the 2014 Asian Games and the upcoming 2025 Olympics, the Seoul Olympic Stadium. Also known as the Jamsil Olympic Main Stadium, this sports facility has a seating capacity of 69,950 and can host a variety of sports events such as athletics, football, as well as large-scale cultural performances.

After 36 years of Japanese colonial rule, followed by three years of war and many years of domestic political turmoil, the newly established government of South Korea, which is on the path to economic recovery, urgently needs a powerful national symbol of authority, and hopes to achieve this through architecture.

The main Olympic arena in Seoul was designed and built in such a political background. South Korea's most famous architect, Kim Su-geon, imprinted his desire for a new city and his desire for an iconic symbol in this work.

The entire building features a simple structural expression and a design concept that expresses beautiful forms. The structural frame curves inward, resembling the porcelain "white ceramic cylinder" from the Goryeo period. Its shape, curves, and massive pavilion-like volume are full of the meaning of traditional Goryeo architecture.

It has a sensory aesthetics related to other forms, and has a delicate beauty in relation to the width of the structure.

Although it is a stadium that can accommodate 70,000 spectators, when people enter the venue, they feel like they are in a very compact indoor space. This is not only because the stadium is covered by a rain shed, but also because the indoor space has a suitable height and width, that is, a humanized scale, making people feel as if they are in a typical space of Korean architecture.

Well, to put it nicely, if it isn't good to hear, then this stadium is a bit petty, just like the personality of the southerners.

However, as a country with a relatively developed economy, the National Olympic Stadium in Nagoya, has commendable design features. The various new facilities inside also left Maobiao, Feng Yu, Qiao Zhengwei, and others impressed, and they couldn't help but praise during the visit.

During the subsequent visit, whether out of politeness or genuine admiration, they did not hesitate to praise the sports facilities in South Korea. This made Jin Jingwang exceedingly proud, and he became less guarded in his speech.

In the 1980s, there were places in Seoul that were similar to those in the domestic region, such as women washing clothes by the river. However, overall, this city was much more developed than the domestic region.

The bustling cars on the street, towering buildings on both sides of the road, and colorful neon lights all made Mao Biao, Feng Yu, Qiao Zhengwei and others extremely envious.

And Lin Lou also saw many scenes from "Reply 1988" during the visit: young people wearing denim jackets and Nike sneakers, girls using matches to curl their eyelashes, the music broadcast program of Lee Won-seok heard from the street shops, as well as the trend of fried chicken and game cartridges that had just become popular.

Seeing the changes in their expressions, Jin Jingwang straightened his back a bit more, and his speech became less restrained. After hearing these words, the emotions of Mao Biao and others were not so good, but they did not react immediately, thinking about the training content of the foreign affairs department before departure.

However, when they returned to the hotel, they couldn't help but say, "What's so arrogant about this person surnamed Jin!"

"It's actually easy to understand. Let me give you an example. It's like having a neighbor whose family is not as good as yours. His parents don't have good jobs, and he doesn't perform as well in school. When some troublemakers come to bully him, you have to protect him." Linlou was quite clear about this.

Later, this kid recognized a godfather, who took care of him and he went out to society to mix. He's been lucky enough to make some money, so how could he not come and show off in front of you? After being poor for decades, suddenly having some money, he doesn't know how to flaunt it!

"You don't say, there might be some meaning to it!" Several people reminisced about the history of Goryeo, and then thought about Jin Jingwang's actions today, suddenly understanding a bit.

After Jin Jingwang returned, he reported to his superiors, saying that Mao Biao and the others were very impressed with the sports facilities and urban development of Nangao Li today, and the leaders were very satisfied.

"You did well, but it's not enough. This opportunity is rare, and we can't spend all our precious time at the sports facilities. So, tomorrow, take them to the most luxurious department store in Seoul and let them see the prosperity of our Nangrae economy! This will be very beneficial for us to enter the Chinese market in the future!"

He knew that nowadays in the hearts of Chinese people, South Korea is still far behind compared to the West, Europe, and Japan. Therefore, he wanted to take out the best things in his home and try to change their impressions slightly.

So, the next afternoon, Jin Jingwang took them to a luxury department store. Mao Biao and the others were quite happy, they wanted to buy something.

Lin Lou looked at the building in front of him and fell into contemplation.

The new book has started.
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The five-story department store in front of us has a pink facade, contrasting sharply with the surrounding gray and white buildings, making it stand out. It is especially eye-catching from a distance, making it clear that the architect had a vision in mind to make it distinct from the surrounding buildings and meet the commercial real estate's need to draw attention.

However, in other aspects, the architect is very unqualified. From the overall framework structure, this building was never intended to be used as a department store, but rather as an office building. Moreover, the original design was supposed to be four stories, and the topmost level was added later.

The purposes of department stores and office buildings are completely different, with different design requirements and technical specifications. Just to name one difference, the floor load standard for an office building is naturally lower, as it does not require large equipment or have the same volume of foot traffic as a department store. A department store needs to stack goods and has a far greater burden on the building frame due to the large number of customers entering every day.

And the foundation of this building was originally built according to the standard for a four-story building. Later, an additional floor was added, which undoubtedly further weakened the resistance of this building.

Looking at the rooftop again, because the winter in South Korea is very cold and the summer is very hot, in order to provide a better shopping experience for customers, air conditioning needs to be installed on the rooftop. As a result, the rooftop of the 5th floor is bearing an excessive load.

Even from the ground floor, Linlou can hear the noise from the large air conditioning units on the rooftop. You can identify the model of the equipment based on the sound of the air conditioning. This type of large air conditioning unit is not light in weight, and it produces significant vibration when starting up. For this specification of air conditioning, there must be corresponding vibration reduction design during installation, which is clearly lacking from the view below.

Not only that, but the placement of the air conditioner is also unreasonable. The construction party has installed the air conditioning equipment at the front of the rooftop instead of the central area, which will undoubtedly enhance the impact of air conditioning quality and vibration on the building.

If such a building was designed by the employees of our own firm, Lin Lou would definitely scold them mercilessly. Is this still a design for a skyscraper? What you've done is nothing short of a graveyard! A building like this is at risk of collapsing at any time, considering the volume of people at the department store. If something were to happen, who knows how many people would be killed or injured!

Jin Jingwang, however, could not see the hidden dangers of this building. Instead, he proudly introduced the Lin Building, "This is our most high-end and popular department store in South Korea. Here, we not only have high-end products from countries all over the world, but also have restaurants with different flavors on the top floor. This design is considered trendy worldwide!"

He was about to say, "There must not be such department stores in China, right?" Mao Biao felt a little annoyed when he heard this, but as soon as he thought about the goods from all over the world inside, they quickly put aside this annoyance and prepared to go in and spend the hard-earned dollars.

But Lin Lou stood outside without moving. This kind of building that could have accidents at any time, entering it recklessly would be irresponsible for one's own life. He couldn't guarantee that he would be able to transmigrate again if he died this time.

"Mr. Lin, it's not quite appropriate for us to stand at the door for so long. Let's go inside quickly!" The business of this department store is very good, with people coming and going at the door, and we are indeed blocking the way here.

"Yes, Xiaolin, let's not disturb others. It's not good!" Qiao Zhengwei also didn't see anything wrong with this building. He followed with advice, nowadays everyone pays great attention to maintaining the country's image when going abroad. If people were to say that Chinese people are rude, it would be terrible. It's not only embarrassing for oneself, but also they would face disciplinary action when they return.

"Let's not go in, okay? There are so many department stores in Seoul, maybe we can visit another one instead?" Lin stopped them.

"However, although there are many department stores in Seoul, this one is the best," Kim Jingwang felt a little strange. Why hasn't he gone in yet, even though we're at the entrance? Could it be that he's upset about what I just said?

"But this building is too unsafe! The design is very unreasonable, with serious safety hazards, and there is a possibility of collapse at any time. I don't want to lose my life just to buy something!" Although Linlou had no good feelings towards the people of South Korea, as an architect, he couldn't bear to see someone lose their life because of an unreasonable building design.

Furthermore, the South Korean media has also been reporting on their schedule these days. In other words, if Lin visits this department store, it will definitely be known by many people, so it is more appropriate to say these words.

Otherwise, when this building officially collapses, someone will definitely remember this matter and have such doubts: Isn't Linlou supposed to be the most outstanding genius among the new generation of architects in China? How can't he see such an obvious problem? Is it really a lack of ability, or is there something else going on?

Neither of them wants to wear these two hats, so they expressed their thoughts and at the same time searched for information about the building in their minds. Such a famous building collapse must have been analyzed in articles, right? Let's find out when the building collapsed, if it was today, we need to leave quickly!

"Lin Gong, you can't speak carelessly!" When Jin Jingwang heard this, he didn't immediately react. But the accompanying staff from the foreign affairs department, Li Zhengpu, became flustered. This kind of talk could cause a diplomatic incident!

"Mr. Lin, the construction technology of Nangangli is very good. We have completed many projects in the Middle East and Europe, and we have never heard of any quality issues!" Jin Jingwang also woke up and hurriedly retorted.

This is true. In order to earn foreign exchange, the construction teams in South Goryeo dare not tamper with the quality of construction. However, because South Goryeo has sent the best construction teams abroad to earn foreign exchange, the manpower remaining in the country is not very competent.

Furthermore, due to the rapid economic development in South Korea in recent years, the demand for construction is also growing rapidly. If we strictly adhere to the standard specifications for design and construction, the construction speed will definitely not keep up with the needs of economic development.

After the collapse of this building, a nationwide inspection of buildings was carried out by the South Kali, and the results showed that only 2% of the buildings were safe and did not require repair. The rest of the buildings all need repairs or reconstruction. This figure is simply terrifying, revealing their disregard for building design and quality.

"Is anyone here a professional architect or construction worker? For matters like this, I think it's best to listen to the experts!" Lin Lou said without any politeness. This concerns the lives of hundreds or even thousands of people, and you're still worrying about trivial matters like this?"

At this point, he has already found relevant information in his mind. Although the department store building did not collapse today, it is not far from it. In order to save more lives, this news must be spread.

"Lin Gong, is there really a problem with this building?" Now, Qiao Zhengwei and others are a bit nervous, quickly stepping back a few steps. Li Zhengpu also didn't dare to speak. If this building really collapses in the future, stopping Lin Lou would be a crime!

He could only temporarily keep this matter in mind, and prepare to discuss it after he returns. If the building has not collapsed, then Lin Lou should bear the responsibility.

"Mr. Lin, you haven't even gone in yet, how could you possibly tell if there is a problem with the building?" Jin Jingwang retorted. People from South Korea are like this; if they don't have much to show off, they tend to cherish whatever they have a little too much. If anyone says that their treasure isn't good, they will immediately start barking.

"Hehe, there's no need to go inside at all. You can already see a lot of things from the outside!" Lin stepped back a few steps, making way for the entrance to the department store, and pointed at the building as he spoke.

"From the overall framework structure, when this building was first constructed, it was definitely not intended for use as a department store, but rather as an office building, right? It originally had only four floors, and the top floor was added later, correct?" Lin Lou asked a series of questions.

"Um, that's true!" Jin Jingwang couldn't refute this point. At the same time, he started feeling anxious in his heart. Everything the other person said was right. Could there really be a problem?

The bad temper of the Southern Goryeo people quickly gained the upper hand. Despite knowing that Lin Lou was right, Jin Jingwang still refused to admit defeat, "Even so, what's the problem? This is a large-scale commercial center built by our Southern Goryeo. They will definitely strictly control the quality of the construction!"

"The architectural design errors cannot be compensated by simply strengthening the building quality! The column grid structure and load standards for office buildings are completely different from those for department stores! Moreover, due to the larger open space required for department stores and the need to free up more space for installing elevators, many load-bearing columns must be removed, inevitably further increasing the risk of collapse."

Inside the office building are separate offices, while department stores require large open spaces. Load-bearing columns not only block customers' sightlines, but also occupy valuable retail space! Therefore, in general, during the initial design phase, column grid distribution is adjusted through structural calculations to balance safety and commercial interests.

It is impossible to achieve this by directly converting the office building into a department store. In order to install escalators for the convenience of customers going up and down, and to free up more operating space for the businesses that will move in, it is necessary to remove some load-bearing columns.

If there were only four floors, maybe the building could have lasted for another decade or so without collapsing so quickly. But unfortunately, the owner of the department store had to go and add another floor on top.

The remaining load-bearing columns already struggle to support the entire building, and now with the addition of the annex, it will inevitably further shorten the safety life of the structure!

This is not over yet. In order to regulate the temperature for heating, three large air conditioners were installed on the roof, which are so heavy. Moreover, the installation position is not appropriate. Just a preliminary estimate, Linlou feels that this building is on the verge of collapsing. How can this be called a department store? This is simply a time bomb that could explode at any moment.

Mao Biao, Qiao Zhengwei and others have become increasingly unhappy. Although they did not have a professional background, they had been working in the Asian Games Organizing Committee for a long time and had to frequently listen to reports on sports venues and related buildings. Over time, they also gained some basic knowledge of architecture.

"Did you really remove the load-bearing column? That's too bold!" Mao Biao couldn't help but ask. This thing is the most crucial part of the building, who dares to touch it? Although most buildings have redundancy designed in, once it's interfered with, it will definitely compromise the safety of the structure."

"Um, this!" Jin Jingwang dared not say no, because he had been inside for a stroll, not just once, and could only recall that Linlou was right.

"You just said that the fifth floor is the restaurant, right? The kitchen equipment needed for the restaurant is heavy, which will definitely increase the load on the building. Based on our dining experience at the hotel restaurant yesterday, in order to provide a better dining experience for customers, there must also be underfloor heating installed underneath the restaurant, further increasing the load on the building!"

Sigh, it's not difficult for a person to be reckless, what's difficult is to repeatedly be reckless. First, they changed the building's purpose, then they removed load-bearing columns, added more floors, and finally installed multiple elevators, large air conditioning units, and underfloor heating facilities... Does the owner of this department store feel like they have too much money and have no place to spend it, so they have to compensate it to the victims?

You say it's your own death wish, but why involve so many other people? Lins and the others only stayed at the door for a while, and it felt like over a hundred people entered this shopping mall. Even if there are fewer than that, there are probably at least a thousand people inside. If something goes wrong, the number of casualties will definitely exceed three digits! This is really about profit at the expense of lives!

"Look, can't you see?" Lin pointed suddenly to the rooftop. "There are already cracks up there. We can see the cracks from the bottom of the building, which shows how wide they are! Mr. Jin, I kindly remind you, if you really care about the lives of your fellow countrymen, contact the owner of this store and tell him to close it immediately!"

After finishing speaking, Lin Lou turned to the accompanying journalists and said, "You can publish my words. I am willing to take responsibility for what I said. I also ask the owner of this store to take responsibility for the lives of the citizens of your country!"

Since these journalists are able to conduct interviews, they must understand Chinese. However, after listening, each of them looked at each other. This shopping mall is a major advertising client for their newspapers, often publishing various promotional information to attract customers. Now, you want us to report negative news about them. I'm afraid this may not be possible, right?

Newspapers and magazines may offend people, but they absolutely cannot offend their own financial backers, and advertisers are their biggest financial backers. For such major clients, they will do everything to please them, so how could they possibly report negative news about them?

Seeing their expressions, Lin already guessed their thoughts. “Do you really not care about the lives of your fellow countrymen?”

Since that's the case, I have nothing else to say. Lin Lou turned around to leave, "I dare not enter such a dangerous building! Mao, Qiao, let's go back, shall we?"

The collapse of Sanfeng Department Store happened in the 1990s, but it has been moved forward in time for the sake of the plot.
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"Then let's go too!" Mao Biao and the others were ready to leave. After hearing what Lin Lou said, they didn't dare to go in either. Although the opportunity to buy things was rare, their lives were more important.

Looking at Jin Jingwang standing still, Lin Lou said, "Mr. Jin, since we have encountered such an incident, it might not be appropriate to continue the tour. Let's go back to the hotel and take a rest first. You can think about how to deal with this matter!"

After saying goodbye, I flagged down a few taxis and returned to the hotel. Although Mao Biao and the others hadn't finished shopping, they felt that it was inappropriate to continue shopping after such an incident. Besides, there were still a few days left for sightseeing, so they would have another chance in the future. Therefore, they decided to let it go.

"Nan Gaoli is so wealthy, yet they managed to create such a mess? Oh my goodness, when I saw that crack just now, my liver was trembling so much. If it got in, who will take care of my whole family if something happens? Thankfully Xiao Lin is with us, otherwise we wouldn't have known anything!"

After returning to the hotel, everyone was really upset. The current situation is like visiting someone else's house and being asked to tour a dangerous building. Who can bear it?

"Yesterday I thought Nangang was pretty nice, with lots of tall buildings compared to ours, but who knew it was all just a facade! The best department store in the country turned out to be a hazardous building! With no outsiders around, everyone's complaints became more daring."

"In fact, there are many other similar situations, not just the incident at the department store building," Lin stood up and pointed outside the window, saying to them, "Look at that office building, the design is clearly unreasonable; the restaurant next door, the fire safety is definitely not up to standard; and then look at the residential building over there, it has a lot of issues too!"

Then he reached out and knocked on the wall, "Even the partition wall in the hotel we are staying in must have been skimped on!" After screening, only two percent of the buildings fully meet the standards, which is terrifying.

"Hey, we need to speak quietly so that no one who understands Chinese hears us and causes an international incident!" The voices of everyone chatting and complaining noticeably lowered.

"After hearing what you said, it seems that the quality of the venues they prepared for the Olympics is quite passable! It's only on such large-scale projects that they dare not be sloppy."

Hehe, this is not necessarily the case. In order to host the Winter Olympics in the future, they spent a huge amount of money to build venues, which were only used 4 times in total before suddenly announcing they will be demolished. The official reason given is that the maintenance costs are too high; however, only the people responsible for building the venue probably know the real reason.

Anyway, if this were to happen in China, shortly after hosting the Olympics, announcing the demolition of the venues would surely provoke strong public criticism. But in South Korea, there hasn't been much of a reaction.

After venting for a while, everyone fell silent. Then Li Zhengpu hesitantly asked, "Lin Gong, is this building really on the verge of collapse? Now that you've brought it up, they should handle this matter, right?"

"That's hard to say." Lin Lou sighed. In the eyes of capitalists, human life is simply not worth mentioning compared to profits. According to the information he searched in his mind, the management of this building is aware of the safety issues. After all, they also work here, and if something happens to the building, they can't escape either.

So the management of the department store hired civil engineering experts to inspect it, and the experts came to the same conclusion as they did with the Lin Building: the department store is on the verge of collapsing. It was not difficult for them to reach this conclusion, as the problems with the building are extremely serious.

However, due to the large number of customers on that day, the management did not dare to order the closure of the department store, as doing so would result in a considerable loss of profit for every hour delayed. The plan was to address the issue after the store closed for the day.

However, what was unexpected was that, just after the morning inspection, there was a crackling sound coming from the department store building in the afternoon. It was at this time that the management began to evacuate the customers and staff inside the department store, but it was too late. The entire building collapsed in a matter of seconds, turning into ruins. A total of 502 people died and 937 were injured.

In other words, it's not that no one reminded the management of the department store, but they ignored the experts' warnings for the sake of profit, which led to this huge tragedy.

And according to Linlou's inference, there are so many problems from the design to construction to equipment installation in this department store building. It is impossible for the architects, construction units, equipment suppliers, and the management and operation of the department store to not notice, but they deliberately ignore them for their own benefit, and even intentionally create problems, which has led to the final tragedy.

The most tragic thing is that after the largest accident in terms of casualties caused by a building collapse in the world (second only to the 2013 collapse of the Rana Plaza in Bangladesh), the owner of the department store was only sentenced to ten years in prison, and his son, who was directly responsible for the construction of the building, was sentenced to only seven years.

How can such a small price justify the loss of 502 lives? You should know that this is not an accident or oversight, but a tragedy entirely of their own making.

"How should we handle this?" Everyone looked at each other. If this were in China, we would have to report it to the higher-ups and have the government immediately order the evacuation of the crowd. Then a comprehensive investigation of the department store would have to be conducted. If it can be repaired, it should be. If not, it should be demolished. It definitely cannot be left here to harm people.

But at the moment, they are overseas. As guests, it is not appropriate for them to do these things. Reminding the host seems to have fulfilled their obligation.

"Wait and see. If Jin Jingwang finds out, and those accompanying journalists find out too, then if they have even a bit of conscience as news workers, they will definitely report the news, right? In that case, we can check the evening newspaper later, or look at the morning newspaper tomorrow to see if there's any coverage. If there is, it means the matter has been exposed!" Lin said.

Once the matter is exposed, the department store's management will surely temporarily close down, right? This store has a daily turnover of over half a million US dollars, with an annual turnover of nearly 200 million US dollars, and the profits are very high. Even if they swiftly demolish and rebuild a new building on the same site, they can still continue to earn substantial profits.

"Such a big incident, even if it's not reported, the leaders will definitely be informed, and then they will order the mall to close, right?" Qiao Zhengwei inferred using the domestic approach.

"I hope so!" He said confidently, but Linlou didn't want to argue because, on the surface, it was also his first time in South Korea. How could he be so clear about the situation in South Korea?

"Okay, let's go back and take a rest for a while, then check for any news in the evening!" After chatting for a while, everyone was tired, so they went back to their rooms to rest.

When it was time for dinner, Jin Jingwang still had not returned. They asked the hotel waiter to bring over several major evening newspapers and had Li Zhengpu, who understood Korean, look through them. However, there was nothing about it in any of the papers.

Opening the TV to watch the news again, from 7 o'clock until 10 o'clock in the evening, there was still no information. Everyone's brows were all furrowed, "Could it be that they are planning to handle it privately? Or perhaps the news was sent back too late, and there's not enough time to write articles or produce programs?"

"Maybe we'll have it by tomorrow morning!" Li Zhengpu was extremely distraught. If the two countries had already established diplomatic relations, he could have reminded the other party through official channels. But now that China and South Korea have not established diplomatic relations, who should he turn to? He originally thought it would be a simple foreign affairs task, how did it become so troublesome?

However, the next morning, he still did not show up. According to the schedule, they were supposed to visit another place, but Jin Jingwang did not come and was replaced by another staff member, who claimed to know nothing when asked.

During the visit, the new staff took the opportunity to have a private chat with Mr. Lin, trying to bribe him to pretend not to know about the matter.

"So many reporters have seen me visit this building. I am an architect. If such an obvious problem cannot be spotted, it will damage my reputation! Mr. Lin was speechless. Are the lives of your country's ordinary people not important at all? We need to address the safety issues of the department store building now, not tell me to shut up, right?"

The other party also tried to raise the price, but Lin Lou ignored it and went back to the team directly. The staff member was in a dilemma for a while, and quickly made a phone call to the higher-ups.

"He disagrees! What should we do now? President Li doesn't want this matter to affect the operation of the store!" Now it's their turn to worry.

"How does it matter if he disagrees? Will the media in South Korea report his remarks? They are quite adept at using this tactic. If no one speaks out, they can just pretend that it doesn't exist."

"But if he goes back to China and talks, we can't control the Chinese media! Several companies have investments in China now, and there are also many employees in China. It wouldn't be good if they saw this news, right?" It's already troublesome enough to shut up Jin Jingwang and those reporters, let alone trying to silence more people.

"Get in touch with the people from Hans Property! Let them influence the Chinese media. China is very eager for our investment right now, and this building is not owned by China anyway. They probably won't affect the investment because of this, right?" someone suggested.

Hans Corporation was the first South Korean investor to enter the Chinese market. They invested in their first project in China two years ago, and since then, several other companies have joined, receiving a warm welcome from the Chinese side.

"That's settled then!" After discussing and deciding, they started to take action.

After a day of sightseeing, returning to the hotel and continuing to read the newspaper and watch TV, still not finding any news, called the department store and found that it was still operating as usual.

"It seems like the news has been blocked! Since they don't care, we don't need to worry about them, right? Let's just visit peacefully and then quickly go back!" At that moment, the crowd was at a loss. We had hoped to do a good deed, but who would have thought that they simply don't care about the lives of their own people."

Everyone else supports this view, only Linlou is a bit depressed. He has been to the scene, if he does not express his opinion, it will definitely affect his reputation. At the same time, as an architect, he cannot tolerate someone dying due to construction quality issues, especially so many people.

More importantly, he understands the nature of the people from South Goryeo very well. Although they may not talk about their own affairs now, if a disaster really happens, there might be someone who uses him as a scapegoat.

Look, when the genius young architect who won the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects and the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale came to visit, he didn't find any problems, so it's definitely not an issue of building quality, but an accident!

If that's the case, then Linlou is like mud falling into the crotch of pants, it's all mess! After witnessing the actions of the people from South Korea at the Olympics and World Cup, Linlou has no doubt that they would do such a thing.

Do we just wait for them to smear us and tarnish our reputation? Linlou absolutely will not allow such a thing to happen.

After the disaster really happens, the South Koreans will definitely become the focus of the world, they do not want foreign countries to look down on themselves, and they do not want their overseas construction business to be affected.

At this time, they definitely need someone to divert the firepower for them, so Lin Lou, who appeared outside the department store before the disaster, became the best target. A foreigner, and a foreigner with influence, who is not a "American Dad", who else can they find if not him?

"I'll go back and rest for now!" Lin Lou didn't want to get involved in what was going to happen next, so he went back to his room alone and picked up the phone to make a call.

Those people in Nanggolli can't have the final say. Even the business and political circles in Nanggolli want to conceal this news, but they can't, because this country is not at their mercy. They still have a godfather above them!

"Hey, bro, I've encountered something and I need to talk to you about it..." Linlou recounted the events of the past few days, making a point to emphasize the impact of the situation on herself. "So, I want to reach out to a few American media outlets, or ones controlled by South Korea, to expose this matter, so that their fabricated stories won't tarnish my reputation."

"These guys are really sly! We helped them with good intentions, but they still want to turn against us. The Lin family is not easy to bully. I will contact them right away, and you will get a call back in half an hour at most!" When it comes to bullying his own brother, can this be tolerated? Lin Qiao is also angry."

Outec Company is now a large company, and advertising and media relations are definitely indispensable in daily operations. There is no shortage of channels in this regard, and a few phone calls can easily connect with reliable personnel.

“Xiaolou, you just wait in the hotel. There will be reporters coming later, two from American media stationed in South Korea and two from local media, but they are controlled by American capital and they will leak what you say!”
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Once the news broke, the reporters arrived very quickly, especially within half an hour, several media reporters had already arrived. Lin brought them to the hotel lobby, but did not immediately start the interview.

"Please wait a moment. NHK and Yomiuri Shimbun journalists are on their way. Let's wait for them to arrive before we start together. Otherwise, I'll have to repeat the same thing all over again!" These are the journalists contacted by Hayakawa Norio. The relationship between Japan and South Korea is complicated, and they will definitely not help South Korea hide anything."

Although it was regrettable that the exclusive news was stolen, it was because of the relationship with the big boss. The reporters didn't dare to say much, so they sat down, chatted with Linlou, and waited.

Luckily, the reporters from NHK and Yomiuri Shimbun were not slow. Before I could finish my cup of tea, they had arrived. Journalists, photographers, cameramen from six media organizations, along with Lin Lou, occupied a corner of the lobby bar and began the formal interview.

"Today, I invited everyone here to share a significant matter concerning the safety of thousands of lives. I hope that everyone can uphold the conscience of a journalist and relay this news to the people of Seoul as quickly as possible!” Lin Lou said solemnly. Upon hearing this, the journalists immediately became alert, realizing that this was indeed big news!

"Mr. Lin, what is the matter? How could it be related to the lives of thousands of people? Is it an attack from the north? What's going on?"

"Do you know about the Sam Feng Department Store? It is the most luxurious and busiest department store in the whole of Seoul. However, this department store is full of various problems in terms of design and construction process!" Lin described, taking out the sketch he had drawn while waiting for their arrival.

Converting the office building into a department store was already impractical. Adding another floor made it even more dangerous. The heavy large-scale air conditioning units added to the building's load. Now, cracks have appeared in the top part of the building, and collapse may be imminent. Lin went through the rough sketches, explaining one by one the problems with this department store building.

"I can give you a more intuitive demonstration of the danger of this building!" Lin took out some toothpicks from a toothpick box and quickly made a simple model by stringing some pieces of paper together.

"Look, this is like the building of Sanfeng Department Store. Clearly, it can be seen that the load-bearing pillars are insufficient..." Then he used clamps to put a few sugar cubes in the middle of the floor, acting as the merchandise, equipment, and the flow of people coming in and out of the department store. Just with this small addition, the simple model was already struggling to support it.

"This is the last air conditioner installed on the roof!" Lin Lou picked up a cookie and placed it on top, causing the model to tilt noticeably. Then, adding a grape on top, the model collapsed with a loud crash.

"Axi, don't these greedy merchants fear getting into trouble?" A journalist from Nangari was frightened by the explanations and simulations at Linlou. "I previously went to Sambo Department Store for an interview, where the number of customers entering and exiting the shopping mall exceeded 20,000 per day. Even during the quietest times, there were still over a thousand customers inside the building!"

"In addition to the management staff, logistics personnel, salespersons, and so on inside the department store, if something happens, it would probably result in the largest building collapse disaster in the history of South Korea!" He calculated a little and was shocked by this result.

Not only the largest building collapse disaster in the history of ancient Korea, but also before the collapse of the building in Bangladesh, this disaster has always been the deadliest collapse event worldwide; as for the World Trade Center twin towers in the United States, that was considered a terrorist attack and not classified as a building collapse accident.

"You can go back and verify it. The Sanfeng Department Store should have closed by now. However, I assume that your database should have previous internal and external photos. Take these photos to consult with architectural experts, and I think they will certainly reach the same conclusion as me!"

There must have been construction workers who went shopping at Sanfeng Department Store before. Why didn't they notice the problem? The journalist thought of this immediately, but then remembered something else.

During the construction process of Sanfeng Department Store, the original construction contractor, a relatively well-known construction company from South Korea, was replaced not long after the project began. They terminated the contract with Sanfeng Group, and the project was then taken over by Sanfeng Group's own construction team.

However, during the subsequent interview process, neither company explained the reason for the termination. Mr. Lin also mentioned that there were reporters from several major media outlets present with him yesterday, who witnessed the entire incident. However, from yesterday to today, there has been no information about this matter in the media.

Understood, even if construction professionals try to warn the public by approaching the media, the media will also be warned by Sanfeng Group, right? After all, they are major advertisers for various media outlets, and they spend huge amounts on advertising, which already established an unspoken agreement with the media. Any negative news about Sanfeng Group definitely will not be published.

"Lin, we will verify this information as soon as we return! NHK and Yomiuri Shimbun don't care, and they haven't taken any money from Mitsutani Group. Moreover, news uncovering negative information about South Korea will definitely be welcomed by Japanese readers and viewers."

"I remember the newspaper had previously interviewed the construction contractor who terminated the partnership with Sanfeng Group. There must be something fishy going on. I'll take these materials and go talk to them later, I'm sure I can dig something out of them!" The two American journalists stationed in South Korea were also indifferent.

As for the remaining two native media in South Goryeo, they did publish advertisements for Sanfeng Department Store, but they are controlled by American capital. American capital has been enhancing its penetration and control over South Goryeo, and they will not miss the opportunity to undermine the native large enterprises in South Goryeo.

So the reporters from the six media outlets, with full hands, hurriedly left. They spent a sleepless night, using various channels and relationships to verify the news that Lin had just told them.

Sanfeng department store may have closed down, but it's still possible to take a few photos outside. The company that moved the rooftop air conditioning equipment of the building can be located, and valuable information can be obtained from the construction workers. The staff of the department store are in the store every day, so if there is anything unusual in the building, they are likely to notice something.

The design unit that designed this building should have the drawings. If they dare to conceal it, tell them that this building is almost unable to bear it. If they had confessed earlier, it would have been better. If they refuse to be interviewed, they will not hesitate to blame the architectural firm and Sanfeng Department Store together.

There are also the construction workers who were involved in the construction of the building, the workers who renovated the shops inside the building, the nearby residents, the customers coming in and out... There are plenty of channels to verify information.

They even used some private channels to inquire about the news that followed Linlou on that day from several media outlets. Through some discreet connections, they knew that Sanfeng Department Store did indeed warn them not to release this news.

"Axiba, how serious is this issue? Sanyuan Department Store must know better than us, right? Are they willing to put so many people in danger just for a little bit of profit?"

"This is not a small amount of revenue. Sanfeng Department Store's daily sales are all over $500,000, and it's almost the weekend. According to past investigations, sales on weekends are usually over a million dollars. Even if they realize this risk, I think they would prioritize securing the weekend's revenue first."

"Although the building is at risk of collapsing, it's unlikely that it would happen conveniently over the weekend, right? They can finish business for two days over the weekend, then find an excuse to close for two days, seize the time to inspect the problems, come up with urgent reinforcement and repair plans, and then the Sanfeng Department Store can continue its operation!" A colleague seemed to have guessed the thoughts of the Sanfeng Group.

"What if the stock market crashes on the weekend?" This question is unanswerable. These reporters probably haven't read Uncle Ma's book and don't understand how much risk capitalists are willing to take for profit.

“Hurry up and get the article ready, send it out first thing tomorrow morning, and we can save many lives! After finishing the article, let's inform our family and friends not to go to Sanfeng Department Store to buy anything in the future!”

Stayed up all night, and finished the articles and programs for six media outlets. Then, the content was simultaneously released in the United States, Japan, and South Korea.

American people are not very interested in news about South Korea. They just take a look and be done with it, perhaps muttering a few words at most. South Korea is too far away from them. If it weren't for the Olympics and the war, many people wouldn't have heard of this country.

Japanese people, on the other hand, may be more excited, after all, they are neighbors. There are still many disputes, and they will not miss the chance to mock the people of South Korea. Haha, you've been experiencing rapid economic development in recent years, haven't you? You've even taken some of our markets. But now, look at this, is this the best your country's department stores can offer?

As for the locals in South Korea, anyone who sees this news will be completely shocked! Samseong Department Store is their most desired shopping destination! How many young girls have fantasized about being taken there by their boyfriends for a shopping spree, only to find out that the building is at risk of collapsing at any time?

Doesn't that mean that every time we go shopping or visit, we are risking our lives? And these issues are so obvious that Sanfeng Group can't possibly be unaware of them. Do they only care about their profits and not our lives?

Some overseas Nangkoreans in Japan and the United States urgently reminded their families and friends, as well as the local media in Nangkorea, that Samryong Corporation has made us Nangkoreans lose face internationally! This is simply a disgrace for us Nangkoreans!

Although most of the time they have thick skin and tend to ignore criticism of their own country when abroad, this time it is not a common phenomenon of their national character, but the actions of individuals, which is why this rare phenomenon has occurred.

The two media outlets controlled by American capital are afraid that the situation is not big enough, so they directly dispatched staff to stand at the entrance of Sanfen Department Store to distribute newspapers, warning customers who are ready to go shopping.

These customers saw the news in the newspaper. Some of them were scared and turned away, while others hesitated for a moment. However, their hesitation didn't last long. When the newspaper staff pointed to the wide crack on the top of the building, they hurriedly left. With such a wide crack appearing on the building, they dared not to go in. Are they not afraid of death?

"President! Something has happened! The media has exposed the incident about the building!" The subordinate from Sanfeng Group hurriedly reported to the top management.

"How do you guys work? Didn't I tell you to manage these media outlets? And you actually let them stand at the entrance of our department store and smear us? Call the police, throw them out!" The boss of Sanfeng Group exploded in anger!

"Also, immediately contact those media outlets, give them some money to shut them up, and get other media to publish a statement denying the rumors, saying that it's all slander! Then find a way to mitigate the impact of this matter and ensure sales over the weekend!"

"The media exposed this time include Japan's Yomiuri Shimbun and NHK, as well as two American newspapers. There's no way for us to interfere with them. As for the two domestic ones, their backgrounds are quite mysterious and they have never been easy to control!" With a shrug, these media are not something we can control!"

"We have also contacted other media outlets, but at most they only promise not to publish any news about our department store today. It's impossible to make them clarify the situation! And if we don't come up with a reasonable solution, they will continue to follow up on this matter tomorrow! The reputation of the media is very important at a time like this. No media outlet will dare to speak for them."

You make the media keep quiet. Although it's difficult, as long as the money is in place, it's not a problem. This kind of thing is easy to handle. Just say, "Oh, our media is not omnipotent. It's normal to miss some news." Then it's fine.

Allowing the media to tell lies is one thing for trivial matters, but when it comes to such serious issues, especially those that could potentially lead to problems at any time, if they tell lies, the reputation of the newspaper will be ruined!

Once the media loses its reputation and the trust of the readers, it means demise. That's why if you want them to lie on this issue, you have to pay them, and it has to be a lot of money! Three Fung Group might not necessarily accept this price.

"There are also ways to ensure weekend sales. As long as you, the president, and the senior management go to the inside of the building together to witness the scene to prove that the building is fine, customers will definitely not hesitate!"

Um, the president hesitated, my life is very valuable!
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“You guys first get rid of those annoying flies in the mall, and then organize a promotional event to attract customers inside the mall! I'll go think of a solution!" After careful consideration, the president still felt that his own life was more important. Although he did not think the building would collapse in a few days, what if it did?

After all the hard work and struggle over the years, and the accumulation of such wealth, I can't take this risk. These matters should be handled by the subordinates.

"President!" The person reporting was on the verge of tears. He didn't want to take this risk either, but under the stern gaze of the president, he could only obediently go and handle it.

Back outside the mall, those people were still handing out newspapers. Through these media inquiries, they obtained much more information than Lin Lou had speculated.

Apart from the points raised by Lin's report, this building also has many other problems. For example, according to the safety standards for buildings, the diameter of the columns in the Sanfeng Department Store should be 80cm, but the supplier provided them with data stating a reduced diameter of 60cm, and the number of steel bars in the middle of the building was decreased from 16 to 8, reducing the building’s load-bearing capacity by almost half.

The construction worker secretly told them that the rebar used to reinforce the concrete floor on the 4th floor was also misplaced. It was supposed to be 5cm away from the ground, but the actual measurement showed that it was as much as 10cm away from the ground. This has effectively reduced the thickness of the floor and has also resulted in a 20% decrease in strength between the floor and the columns.

These two changes, while not directly causing the building to collapse, further weaken the building's wind resistance, paving the way for a collapse.

The worker who installed the air conditioning equipment also revealed that the three large air conditioners on the roof collectively weigh 29 metric tons. When filled with water, the total weight increases to as much as 87 metric tons, exceeding the design standard load-bearing capacity by four times.

Shortly after installation, due to complaints from residents about the noise from the air conditioning units, all the air conditioning units at the rear of the building were moved to the front. This decision once again made the load of the building unstable.

This movement was supposed to use a crane, but as a result, all the equipment was directly dragged into place on the roof using pulleys, causing extensive damage to the entire roof structure. There are cracks wherever the air conditioning unit reaches, and the vibration generated during its operation has caused cracks at the connection point between column 5E and the roof near the air conditioning unit, rendering the support ineffective.

Various issues have been exposed, which is truly frightening to see. One of these issues is already quite serious, and if all of these problems come together, the collapse of the building could become a very real possibility at any time.

Many customers originally wanted to go shopping, but when they saw the newspaper at the entrance, they were frightened and quickly stopped, retreated to a far place, and began angrily shouting at the building.

"Damn bastards! You guys, go find people to drive them away!" After the senior management of the mall returned, they issued the first order. Several phone calls were made, and some energetic members of the community came over and drove away the newspaper staff.

But the staff members in the mall still couldn't rest assured, they came over nervously and asked, "Manager, should we temporarily close for now?"

"It's okay, the president has already explained that the cracks in the building are due to the vibration of the air conditioning unit on the roof. We just need to turn off the air conditioning unit and everything will be fine! Let's all hang in there for a few days, and after this weekend, we will conduct a comprehensive inspection and reinforcement! This weekend's wages will be doubled, and there will be bonuses for good performance! Let's work hard everyone!"

This is the reason they have come up with. The vibration of the air conditioner does indeed affect the lifespan of the building, but to avoid the collapse of the building, it's not as simple as just turning off the air conditioner.

Under the coercion and temptation of the higher levels of the group, most employees still succumbed. It's not easy to work in a large company like Sanfeng Department Store. It's not just about the prestige, the income is also considerable. If you go against the orders of your superiors, you will lose your job! It's not easy to find such a good job again.

But still, there are a few people who feel that their own lives are more important. After a difficult struggle, they choose to leave. The manager quickly asks someone to notify those who were off today to come in, replaying the scene that just happened.

Quickly, the staff of the event company also rushed over under the temptation of high rewards, setting up a stage at the entrance and starting a passionate performance. The employees of the department store also took the opportunity to distribute hastily made promotional flyers.

Then, some small media outlets that were heavily paid to do so began to refute Lin's remarks and the reports of those few media outlets. The mainstream media continued to remain silent, and the media Lin approached were driven away by energetic members of the community. As a result of these various forces, some uninformed customers began to slowly enter the shopping mall.

The shopping mall is gradually regaining its popularity, and the manager and other management personnel have breathed a sigh of relief. While praying for the building to hold on for a few more days, they are also working hard to urge the employees to continue working.

"I'm going out for a smoke!" Looking at the crack in the rooftop, the manager felt uneasy and thought it was not safe to stay here, so he quickly found an excuse to run outside.

Manager? Wasn't he always smoking in the office? Why did he suddenly go out? This has caused other members of the management to have negative thoughts. Those who can find an excuse quickly left, and those who couldn't find an excuse or couldn't leave had to pray to the gods.

It continued until the afternoon, although the number of customers was slightly lower than usual, it gradually began to increase. After turning off the air conditioning, the buzzing vibration disappeared, and the building seemed much safer, causing many people to start relaxing their vigilance.

But at this moment, some of the staff and diners on the top floor restaurant seemed to have heard some creaking sounds. Immediately, a staff member recalled the news they had read in the morning newspaper, and their whole body was shivering with fear. Some people immediately dropped their work and ran outside, while others hurried to report to their superiors.

"It's not a big deal! The air conditioning has already been turned off, so this should be..." The supervisor still wanted to find a reason, after all, the weekend promotion was a focus of attention for the senior management.

But before he could finish his sentence, there was a loud bang from the top of the building. The prolonged pressure and vibration from the air conditioner had caused cracks in the floor, ceiling, and column 5E on the 5th floor. As a result, the ceilings on the 4th and 5th floors began to slowly sag.

The staff and customers on the fourth and fifth floors quickly fled, but because the staff on the upper levels of the department store were either hiding outside or in the basement offices, they had no knowledge of what was happening above, and naturally, no one sounded the alarm to alert those still inside the department store to evacuate.

After they received the message, their first reaction was still not to evacuate the customers, but to hold onto a sense of luck and feel that the space below the fourth floor was still relatively safe, so they temporarily closed off the fourth and fifth floors and continued business on the lower floors.

Due to the huge music noise from the activities in the mall, customers downstairs were unable to hear the commotion on the top floor. Only a few fortunate ones encountered escaping customers and staff from upstairs, from whom they got information and quickly escaped from the dangerous building, saving their lives.

Not long after, there was another louder bang from upstairs, accompanied by the sound of cracking. The building began to shake violently. At this point, the management finally realized that they were in big trouble. They quickly ordered the staff to sound the alarm and began to evacuate the customers.

But it is already too late. With so many staff and customers in the mall, it's not something that can be cleared in a few minutes. Moreover, they have not conducted any special evacuation drills before. In order to keep customers inside the mall for a longer period of time and increase their chances of shopping, the mall has designed the flow of people extremely complex, making it even more difficult to evacuate customers.

Many people were in a hurry and couldn't find the way out despite searching around. The staff were too busy escaping and didn't help guide them. When everyone reached the exit, they found it blocked by a swarm of people.

Some people cry loudly in a hurry, some accidentally fall down, and before they can get up, several pairs of feet immediately step on them. This unfortunate customer did not die in the collapse of the building, but was trampled to death by others.

Just over ten minutes later, the connection point of pillar 5E on the 5th floor ceiling could no longer support it, and it finally collapsed. The roof started to collapse, and the upper floor along with the air conditioning unit fell onto the overloaded floor, causing over a hundred tons of heavy objects to crash down and shatter the floor of the next level.

These shattered floorboards, along with the air conditioning unit, are smashing down onto the next floor, triggering a chain reaction as increasingly heavier objects continue to pound onto the floorboards below.

The load-bearing columns that were supposed to support the building began to collapse one after another because they were already overwhelmed due to making space for the escalator. As a result, the floor slabs fell one after another, causing nearly half of the entire building to collapse almost instantly, filling the four-story basement. The iconic building of Nangangli was reduced to rubble within 20 seconds.

On the stage outside the mall, a group of beautifully dressed young girls are dancing energetically, then in an instant, they are engulfed by the splashing dust.

Fortunately, the building collapsed inward, and their stage was a bit far from the building, so except for a few unlucky folks who were injured by flying debris, the majority of people were unharmed!

There were no physical injuries, but the emotional shock left them numb. Everyone fell silent for a moment, then gradually came to their senses. It was unclear who took the lead, but soon a chorus of crying could be heard outside the department store.

It's over! Although the manager hiding outside has saved his life, he realized that he's done for! The remaining surviving management staff are celebrating the fact that they have saved their lives while worrying about the aftermath.

But they haven't realized that there is still one obstacle ahead of them! The customers who had already escaped from the shopping mall quickly spotted them.

"Look, they are over there! The building has collapsed, why are you still alive? My virtuous and kind has not come out yet!" Someone wailed and rushed towards them. Although it couldn't be confirmed yet, the collapse of the building was so sudden, his loved ones must have had no way to survive. He rushed to the manager and started punching and kicking!"

These escapees have saved their lives, but some have lost friends and family who were engulfed in the ruins, while others need to release their emotions after surviving the ordeal. The crowd quickly surrounded the management and staff of the department store, and cries of despair could be heard from the center of the circle.

"Police, police! I want to surrender! I want to surrender!" Finally, someone realized and started shouting for the police who arrived at the scene and saved them under police protection. However, when they came out, they already looked like they had been beaten up badly, with the manager being the most severely injured, probably with several broken ribs.

But those police officers showed no sympathy at all. They are holding promotional events to attract customers into such a dangerous building, it's like they are playing with people's lives!

"Be honest!" The police quickly handcuffed them, paying no attention to their wounds, and then called for backup. This was too big of a situation for just a few police officers to handle!

Before long, the sound of police cars, ambulances, and fire engines could be heard, and rescue personnel kept coming here, but the building had collapsed so cleanly that there wasn't much they could do!

And although most of the building has collapsed, only the two walls on the edge are still standing, which further complicates the rescue efforts. After all, no one can guarantee that these two walls won't suddenly collapse during the rescue process. If that happens, not only will the people not be rescued, but the rescuers may also suffer losses.

At the same time, in the hotel, Jin Jingwang and others were severely interrogating Lin Lou, "Mr. Lin, are these media all arranged by you? Your unfounded remarks have caused great harm to the national image of South Korea, and have greatly affected the reputation of Samhung Group, resulting in significant economic losses!"

If the problem can't be solved, then solve the person who discovered the problem. This seems to be a universally used tactic. Jin Jingwang received instructions from his superiors to force Linlou to publish an apology and refute the rumors in the media to recover the losses.

"Sir, Mr. Lin's judgment is purely professional. Your accusations are disrespectful!" Mr. Li argued firmly. Although he was discontent with Mr. Lin's unauthorized actions, he knew he had to support his own people at this time!

Jin Jingwang still wanted to say something when suddenly she heard a scream coming from behind. A staff member rushed over in a panic, shouting loudly, "It collapsed, the Sanfeng Department Store building really collapsed!"

"Ah!" Jin Jingwang's face blushed in an instant! He was just questioning it, and the building really collapsed!

"I hope my warning can reduce some losses in this disaster!" Lin Lou has also heard about the previous incident at Sanfeng Department Store. They are asking for trouble themselves, and no one can stop them!
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After the incident, the media's attitude took a 180-degree turn. In the morning, they were unwilling to report, but in the evening, reporters all rushed out. Several evening newspapers changed their front pages at the last minute, and some morning newspapers even published special editions.

The front page is filled with photos of the collapse of Sanfeng Department Store building, accompanied by the mournful scenes of people crying outside the building after losing their loved ones. It is truly heartbreaking for those who hear about it and those who see it.

However, except for the few media outlets that Lin Lou contacted, no other media mentioned Lin Lou, as if his previous reminder never existed at all!

Qiao Zhengwei and others were indignant, "If it weren't for Xiaolou's reminder, I'm afraid there would have been even more casualties. Xiaolou has done them such a big favor, why hasn't he said a word?"

"Petty? Some traits are ingrained and can't be changed!" Linlou sneered, "Compared to what they did at the Olympics next year and the 2002 World Cup, this is nothing!"

Fortunately, his purpose has been achieved. The reports from those media outlets have mitigated the losses of the disaster to a certain extent and also let the whole world know that he had warned the people of Nangali before the disaster occurred. It is impossible for them to shift the blame onto him, even if they wanted to.

If they really do that, there's no need for Linlou to refute it. NKH and Yomiuri Shimbun will be even more excited than Linlou. This is a great opportunity to mock the people of South Korea! With the support of the American media, it will definitely be very lively.

I just don't know if the president of Sanfeng Group and his son, who is in charge of engineering and construction, will receive a more severe punishment than in the original history!

In the original history, this disaster resulted in 502 deaths and 937 injuries. Despite the scale of the catastrophe, the Seoul Metropolitan Court only sentenced Lee Joon to 10 years and 6 months of imprisonment under the "Specific Crime Aggravated Punishment Act" and the charge of unintentional homicide. His son, Lee Han-sang, was sentenced to 7 years of imprisonment.

In addition, officials in the Hanseong area are also suspected of accepting bribes during the process of altering buildings in Samseong. As a result, many officials, including the former administrative officer of Seocho-gu, were charged with neglect of duty, prosecuted, and sentenced to prison. Authorities continued to conduct further investigations into the Samseong Group, revealing more instances of corruption and fraud. In total, 21 people were found guilty, including 12 municipal government officials.

These punishments are too lenient compared to the crimes they have committed. Moreover, the situation this time is more serious. Linlou has already pointed out various issues existing in Sanfeng Department Store in the newspaper. As a result, instead of immediately shutting down, the senior management of Sanfeng Group has started a promotion to attract customers to enter.

In fact, many customers have already seen the plan to cancel entering the store for shopping in the newspaper, and then they were pulled back in. If this matter is seriously investigated, the problem could be quite serious.

However, considering the influence of the South Goryeo chaebol and their consistent style, Lin Lou does not believe they will receive the appropriate punishment, perhaps they can still escape.

"Alright, let's not talk about these anymore. Let's learn more from their experiences! Our country is now also in a period of high construction. Whether it's design or construction, there are still many problems that need to be tackled. Although it's definitely much better than the situation in South Korea, we should not ignore the issues. I think we can use this as a breakthrough point and remind our country to pay attention to these problems as well!"

It's not easy to do worse than South Korea's government after the collapse of the Sampoong Department Store. They conducted thorough inspections of buildings nationwide, with one-seventh requiring reconstruction, four-fifths needing extensive repairs, and only 2% confirmed as safe without the need for repairs.

The construction units of their country have built so many high-quality buildings in the Middle East and Europe, but the domestic buildings in their own country look like this, which is truly hard to put into words.

On the last few days of the inspection visit, all the media in South Korea began to report on the matter in depth. Samhwa Group was in a sorry state, but still very few media mentioned the name of Limlou.

However, in the United States and Japan, when the media report on this shocking disaster, they never fail to mention Linlou's name, and deliberately emphasize the concealment by the Southern Goryeo media, as well as the disregard of customer names by the Sansei Group.

As for Jin Jingwang, he has been noticeably quieter during the past few days of accompanying visits, no longer showing off as much as before. Other than work-related matters, he rarely speaks.

On the day Linlou left, the casualties of this disaster were finally counted. A total of 398 people died, and 725 were injured, which is less than the previous 502 deaths and 937 injuries. However, apart from Linlou, no one knows that he saved so many lives.

And even until they boarded the plane and left Lin Tower, not a single official came to thank them. Only occasionally, a few ordinary citizens who had been reminded in advance and canceled their plans to shop at San Feng Department Store expressed their gratitude to them.

This country really leaves people at a loss for words. Qiao Zhengwei, Mao Biao, and others all shook their heads. If this had happened in our country, everyone would definitely appreciate the person who warned us, right?

Even if it's Japan or the United States, they must be better than this, right? There's something wrong with the people in this country! Looks like we need to be more careful when dealing with them in the future.

"Okay, let's not talk about this anymore! Anyway, I didn't do it for their gratitude in the first place. I just couldn't bear to see so many people suffer!" Lin Lou persuaded. Of course, the more important reason was that he didn't want his reputation to be affected, nor did he want to become a scapegoat for the people of South Korea.

"Yes, let's think carefully about how to write the report when we go back! Although the quality of the buildings in South Korea is really worrying, the quality of the Olympic venues is guaranteed, and there are also many commendable aspects in terms of organization and coordination of the Olympic Games, providing us with a lot of experience worth learning from," said Qiao Zhengwei.

Some things are worth learning, while others should not be, especially their control over the referees, and so many off-the-record tactics. These things make the Olympic Games a disgrace.

In a middleweight boxing match at the Seoul Olympics, the opponents were the legendary American boxer Roy Jones Jr., who later dominated the professional light heavyweight division in the 1990s, and the South Korean boxer Park Hee-hong.

In that game, Jones hit his opponent 86 times, far more than the opponent hit him 32 times. Despite such a huge and obvious advantage, the referee still awarded the gold medal to the host, South Korea, at that time.

Another contestant, Park Sihun, used a foul move to punch the opponent's waist during the competition and did not receive any penalty. As a result, the Sudanese contestant, Abdulfatah Al-Ramdhan, suffered unbearable pain from the illegal attack and was unable to continue the match.

Australian referee Ronald Gregor realized that something was wrong, so he consulted with five other referees. They pointed out that after Ramdan was fouled by Park, Gregor did not warn Park, and disqualifying the match was not a solution. Therefore, Gregor declared Ramdan's defeat and Park's victory.

In the men's boxing match, due to the favorite Nangao Li athlete losing to his opponent, after the announcement of the outcome, Nangao Li's athlete Dao Dingyi's coach and assistant coach entered the competition venue to chase and attack the New Zealand referee Walk.

Even more astonishingly, several South Korean officials and staff used the excuse of intervening to start a fight, causing the audience to become restless. Bottles and seats were flying in the air, and the boxing ring turned into chaos. When the referee Walker was rescued, he was already unrecognizable from being beaten, and the scene was broadcast globally through live television at that time, leaving global audiences stunned!

Compared to these, the things that the South Korean team did against the Italian team and the Spanish team in the World Cup seem to be nothing.

In other competitions, the tactics of the South Korean team were endless. During the 1986 Seoul Asian Games, in order to achieve good results, the South Korean team came up with a strategy to target Chinese and Japanese athletes by arranging female spies to seduce them. However, the Chinese athletes did not fall for it, while the Japanese team fell for the trap. In the end, the Chinese team ranked first in the medal table, South Korea second, and Japan dropped to third place.

In the final of the Weiqi Samsung Cup in 1998, Chinese player Ma Xiaochun competed against Lee Changho. When Ma Xiaochun was leading, the South Korean organizers suddenly announced an unexplained postponement of the match. It lasted for several months, and eventually Lee Changho overcame his slump to defeat Ma Xiaochun 3-2. Ma Xiaochun later declared that he would never participate in the Samsung Cup again.

On the Asian Champions League stage, when Shanghai Shenhua went to play away against South Korean team, they were not allowed to train on the pitch. However, the players insisted and when they entered the field, water was immediately sprayed at them. When Changchun Yatai and Guangzhou Evergrande visited South Korea, the home team refused to turn on the lights during night training, claiming to save electricity. When Tianjin Teda visited South Korea as the away team, they found long iron nails on the training ground before the match.

2014 Incheon Asian Games, whether it was the Malaysian team, the Japanese team, or the Chinese team, they all clearly felt that the wind direction was not right in their games against the South Korean team. Just like what Li Yongbo, the head coach of the Chinese badminton team, said at the time, "The wind was too strong in the first game, losing the advantage due to the strong wind, then in the second game, it was obvious that the wind was gone, and in the third game, the wind came back!"

As for the ice sports, it goes without saying that not only do they employ various unscrupulous means both on and off the competition stage, but they even push their own country's athletes to the point of being unable to bear it, leading them to change their nationality in order to compete for other countries.

Complaints aside, we still need to get things done. After returning, Lin and his team completed the inspection report, and organized some of the favorable aspects of South Korea at the Olympics and Asian Games into a written document, which was submitted to the Asian Games Organizing Committee for reference.

After that, Lin told Commissioner Wu about the incident at the Sanfeng Department Store building after discussing "General Architecture" with him, reminding the country to also pay attention to the quality control of construction in China.

"In addition to strengthening the review of drawings and construction supervision, I think we can also embed a plaque at the bottom of the building, clearly indicating the project name, start and completion dates, the full names of the construction, survey, design, construction, and supervision units, as well as the name of the project leader. This way, in case of any issues in the future, accountability can be pursued at the fastest speed, to determine whose responsibility it really is!"

This is the permanent responsibility plaque system. In the future, almost every building must have such a plaque. Currently, large-scale promotion may not be very realistic, but it is still possible to select individual projects for pilot implementation!

Delegate Wu accepted his suggestion and asked Lin to write a report, then added his name to it and submitted it to the relevant department for reference, to select a pilot project as soon as possible.

After that, Lin Lou resumed his previous life rhythm. He taught at Tsinghua, worked on projects in the courtyard, attended meetings in Europe and with the Asian Games Committee, and met with personnel related to the Tianjin Chuanfu New Village project... No matter how busy he was, he would still take a break on weekends and play with Yu Bingbing.

During this period, his main job was to contact various new projects. With his frequent appearances on CCTV prime-time news and various media platforms, his reputation in the country has become more prominent. Additionally, with the gradual relaxation of policies, architectural design tasks are no longer assigned by higher-level units, resulting in an increasing number of people seeking him out.

Linlou is not accepting all projects at the moment. Projects with small amounts or lack of special significance will definitely be declined. For projects that meet certain standards, further consideration will depend on the specific situation of the first party.

Many first-party clients are not very adaptive. When they go to other design firms, they are treated like a superior, and are usually catered to. However, why is it the opposite when they come to our company?

This is the difference between a large firm and a small firm. In general, the client usually has the upper hand in the relationship between the client and the architectural design unit.

If it were big architects like I.M. Pei, Zaha Hadid, and Tadao Ando, it would be different. Every year, there are too many clients who want them to design, but they can't take on all the projects. However, the clients really want them to do the design, so it's naturally turned around.

After selection, sign the contract with the first party, and then hand over most of the projects to subordinates to handle. Linlou is only responsible for quality control, and he will personally take on only a few projects.

Xu and his colleagues are clamoring for more people to be hired at the office. Otherwise, they won't be able to handle all the work. Their current projects are scheduled for several months ahead, yet they keep receiving new inquiries.

That day, another new company came to Lin Building to discuss collaboration. It was someone familiar, architect Qiao Jun from Nanjiang City Architectural Design Institute, who had purchased the design drawings from Lin Building initially.

"Hello Lin, I've been wanting to meet you for a while, but every time you return to Nanjiang City, you disappear to your hometown!" When they first met, Lin hadn't even started at Tsinghua. Qiao Jun only addressed him as "Classmate Lin." Now, after several years, Lin's status in the architectural field has far surpassed his, so naturally the way he is addressed has changed as well.

I entered the room and sat down. After exchanging pleasantries and having some tea, Qiao Jun explained the purpose of his visit, saying, "Lin, this time the city would like to invite you to design a project for our hometown."
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Have you been to the old historical museum in our Haidong province? The museum has been around for quite a while, and the space is small. It has been in a state of forced usage all these years, which is not conducive to the preservation of cultural relics or to visitors learning about the history and culture of our Haidong province!

"However, due to financial constraints, although there has been a plan to rebuild the historical museum of Haidong Province in the province, it has not been implemented for a long time. The situation has improved slightly in recent years, and the provincial economic conditions have improved slightly, finally putting this matter on the agenda!" Qiao Jun explained the situation.

Lin Lou nodded from time to time. Most provincial museums in China have similar issues until the start of construction of the Shaanxi Historical Museum, which then initiated the modernization process of provincial museums.

The economy of Shaanxi is not considered developed nationwide, but due to its special historical and cultural background and unique position in Chinese history, the reconstruction of the Shaanxi History Museum was designated as a key national project during the Seventh Five-Year Plan. The national and Shaanxi provincial governments jointly invested 144 million RMB for the construction of the Shaanxi History Museum.

The design of the Shaanxi History Museum was undertaken by Ms. Zhang Jinqiu, a future academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering and a renowned architect. In her design, Ms. Zhang adhered to the design concept of "achieving international standards in technology and becoming a symbol of ancient history and splendid culture in architectural art." She particularly highlighted the grandeur of the Tang Dynasty, reflecting the magnificence of that era.

In terms of layout design, it draws on the characteristics of Chinese palace architecture, with "axial symmetry, clear hierarchy, central halls, and towering pavilions in the four corners". The entire structure is distinct in primary and secondary levels, with convergence amidst dispersion, highlighting an ancient and solemn style, creating an atmosphere that combines ancient imperial palaces with traditional gardens. It showcases the integration of traditional culture and modern technology, embodying the spatial layout characteristic of traditional Chinese palace architecture, "centralizing the Tai Chi, embracing all directions", as well as the oriental cosmological philosophy that has been ingrained in the Chinese spatial consciousness for thousands of years, "beyond but inclusive, encompassing the entire universe".

This project, together with the Tang Huabin Hotel project, the Tang Song and Dance Restaurant project, and the Tang Dynasty Art Museum project, known as the "Three Tang Projects," has become a benchmark for domestic Tang-style architecture. As a result, Academician Zhang has also become indisputably the leading figure in the field of domestic Tang-style architecture.

Shaanxi History Museum is the first modern museum in China. The project started construction last year, and although it is not yet completed, it has attracted attention from many provinces. They have realized that their own provincial museums cannot meet current needs and must build new museums.

It's not surprising that Shandong province has such ideas. It's just that other provinces may not be able to start yet due to economic reasons, political reasons, or other reasons, and can only do some preliminary work first. Shandong province seems to have already resolved these issues and can start actual operations.

"The history of our province may not be as splendid as that of Shaanxi, but it holds a special place in Chinese history. It is also quite ancient and has nurtured its own unique historical and cultural heritage. These precious cultural heritage must be well-preserved, and it is appropriate to build a new museum!" Linlou nodded.

However, he still has some doubts in his mind. According to reasoning, several design units in Haidong Province have relatively good strength, and there are also several senior architects who are still insisting on working. Why would they come to find him?

Very soon, Qiao Jun helped him clear up his confusion, "This project is jointly invested and constructed by the province and our Nanjiang City. As for the design work, it is naturally jointly designed by the Provincial Institute and our city institute."

"Our initial idea was to design a building that could showcase the classical architectural style of our province, Haidong. However, when we submitted the design, it was quickly rejected with the feedback that it lacked modern elements despite having the classical charm, and that there was a significant gap compared to the Shaanxi History Museum. We were asked to revise the design to achieve a balance of classical and modern elements, similar to the Shaanxi History Museum."

This is indeed the case. Shaanxi has just set a benchmark in the field of national museum design. If Qingdong Province does not do well enough, it will be surpassed by Shaanxi Province. Not to mention the leaders of the province and the city, even the ordinary people of Qingdong Province will feel embarrassed.

It's not an easy task to catch up with or even surpass the Shaanxi History Museum. Ms. Zhang Jinqiu is a future academician, and the Shaanxi History Museum is her masterpiece. It's only natural that neither the Haidong Provincial Academy nor the Nanjiang City Academy can find an architect to surpass her.

"Senior Zhang's project is indeed at the pinnacle among works of the same level in the country today." Academician Zhang Jinqiu also graduated from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, so we address her as Senior.

"Yeah, Zhang's understanding of Tang Feng Architecture is unparalleled in the country and it perfectly complements the history of Shaanxi. So, after discussing it, we felt that if we focus solely on classical architecture, it would be difficult to surpass the Shaanxi History Museum. Therefore, we have to take a different approach. While grasping the essence of classical architecture, we will highlight modern style so that we won't fall behind!"

The two characters "长安" encompass half of the brilliance of ancient China. In comparison, the historical culture of Haidong Province is relatively weaker. From this standpoint, Qiao Jun and their decision is correct.

"But now a new problem has arisen. The older architects in both our firms are deeply versed in the traditional classical architecture of our province, but lack understanding of the latest modern architecture. Meanwhile, the younger generation like us are not well-versed in the study of local historical architecture like our elders, and also lack thorough understanding of the latest modern architecture," Qiao Jun said helplessly.

Architecture requires accumulation. However, for various reasons, this generation did not have the opportunity to study properly at the age when they should have. As a result, they have fallen behind. Only by continuing to catch up with the work can they make up for their shortcomings. However, learning also takes time. Perhaps in a few years, they will be able to make up for their regrets through their own efforts.

However, now directly entrusting them with the important task of designing the provincial museum, whether in terms of capability or experience, might be a little inadequate.

"Then during the meeting, someone mentioned you! You are from our province of Haidong, and have been influenced by the ancient architecture of Haidong since childhood. Your profound understanding has been highly regarded. The three Zhang-style houses you built in your hometown have been studied many times in our institute, and everyone has praised them endlessly!"

"The Xiangshan Hotel project is definitely a model of the fusion between Chinese classical architecture and modern styles! With these two examples here, we all feel that if anyone can meet the requirements of the province and the city to design a museum for our Haidong province that is no less than the Shaanxi Historical Museum, then it must be you!"

"So the provincial and municipal officials sent me to Beijing this time to invite you to participate in this project!" After talking for a long time, Qiao Jun finally explained the purpose of this trip in detail.

Upon hearing these words, Lin Lou felt a surge of pride. Academician Zhang Jinqiu was about twenty years older than him and was now the chief architect of the Northwest Institute of Architectural Design. The Shaanxi History Museum was her masterpiece, and now she was being compared to Academician Zhang in the industry. Naturally, he couldn't help feeling proud.

"Compared to Senior Zhang, I still lack a lot of experience! What you said really leaves me speechless!" Lin modestly said, the younger one is, the more they should pay attention not to get carried away."

"Although you are young, you have already worked on more significant projects than the majority of architects in the country! Moreover, you have also made contributions in the field of museums. That museum design in Germany is both modern and German, exactly meeting our requirements! If you are willing to take on this project, you will definitely come up with a great design!" continued Qiao Jun.

"I am from Haidong, so I would definitely be willing to do something for my hometown!" After hearing so much from others, it would be meaningless to refuse, so Lin Lou readily agreed.

"That's great!" Before coming, Qiao Jun was quite worried. There are so many projects on Lin's hands now, and there is also the important project of the Asian Games sports venues. It would be terrible if there is no time. Now that he has received a positive response, he can finally relax a bit. "When do you have time? Shall we have a meeting first?"

"In terms of timing, any day other than the day when the Asian Games sub-committee meets will work." In comparison to this, Lin Lou is more concerned about another issue, "If I participate, how will the provincial and municipal courts handle it?"

Is this project going to be handed directly to me, or is it going to be a joint design involving three parties? If it's handed directly to me, it's easy - we will just go with my plan. But if it's a joint design involving three parties, there will be a lot of issues to resolve. Whose opinion will be the main one among the three parties? I hope it won't be like the pilot project in Chuanfu New Village in Tianjin, where we had to compete first, right?

Upon hearing this, Qiao Jun's face revealed a hint of regret. "We discussed this before coming. Since we are not capable of doing things well on our own, we certainly have no face to continue staying in the project team."

This is a museum project in our province. As the design institute of our province and the provincial capital, we naturally want to take on the project. Otherwise, if it is known that we handed over the design of our own provincial museum to others, it would be embarrassing. However, due to capability issues, they could only reluctantly give up the project.

Fortunately, Lin Lou is also from Haidong Province. The young talent responsible for the design of the provincial museum is quite decent and won't be left with nothing to say.

Before Lin responded, Qiao Jun quickly added, "But if there's anything we can help with, we would definitely be obligated to assist. Being able to learn from you would greatly benefit us as well. This is a rare opportunity!"

Remember a few years ago, Linlou was still earning extra income by drawing renderings for their courtyard. Now, it's the other way around, and they want to learn from Linlou. The changes have been so quick.

It was fortunate that the cooperation in creating the renderings was relatively pleasant at the beginning, apart from a minor issue with the first payment. Most of the time was quite happy, and they also did a lot of work for the three Zhang houses in Linlou in the future, which can be considered as forming a good relationship. It's easier to say these words now, otherwise it would be even more difficult.

"As for the timing!" Qiao Jun felt a little embarrassed again. "This project is quite urgent. Leaders from the provincial and municipal governments are waiting to see the proposal. If you have time recently, it's best to return to Heidong Province as soon as possible so that we can have a good discussion about the project!"

Just finished discussing the cooperation, and already urging them to set off quickly. It's quite common in typical architectural design units, after all, the client is the most important, right? But Linlou is not just an ordinary architect, so naturally, his speech should be courteous.

"It should be, after all, it's a project from our hometown! Qiao, are you going to stay in Beijing for a few more days or go back with me?" After getting a positive response, Lin called the administrative staff of the firm and said, "Make a call and check if there are still tickets to Nanjiang City for tomorrow!"

"Help me book two tickets for me and Qiao Gong, and also ask Teacher Li, Lin Gong, and Xiao Cao to go together," Lin Lou instructed. "The museum definitely needs garden design, so Li Qingxi must come along; the structure will be handled by Lin Mita, and as for Cao Kai, he should continue his studies. Being able to work on such a big project is a rare opportunity for him to gain experience."

It's a pity it's not the weekend. Yu Bingbing still has to attend classes. Otherwise, I could have taken her with me. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying would be happy to see her.

It's okay, as long as I take on this project, there will be plenty of opportunities to return to Nanjiang City in the future. I can always take her back there later.

"This is our request for you to handle, how can we ask for your help in buying tickets!"
Qiao Jun wanted to ask them to handle the airplane tickets, but with his authority, he could only decide on a few hard sleeper tickets at most, and certainly couldn't resolve the cost of the airplane tickets!

"It's okay, it's better to go over there sooner and settle the matter as soon as possible, so we can start working on the plans quickly!" Lin Lou didn't mind. Although the design fee for this project is definitely lower than that of foreign projects, it's still a significant sum of money. Compared to that, a few plane tickets are definitely not a big deal.

"It's not early now. Let's go and have some food first, and then you can tell me about the project. I want to have an idea beforehand, so it will be easier to discuss in the meeting later!" Checking his watch, Linlou called Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, and Cao Kai to come over. He also gave Yu Bingbing a call before heading out for a meal with Qiao Jun.

The next day, the group arrived in Nanjiang City by plane. Both the provincial and city procuratorates sent cars to pick them up and arranged accommodation for Lin and his team.

"Lin, although your home is in Nanjiang City, since this is a business trip, we must make sure to arrange a good accommodation for you! Let's first go to the Yunsong Hotel to drop off your luggage, take a short rest, and then have a meal together!"

The Yunsong Hotel is the earliest project that Linlou helped to create renderings for the Nanjiang City Court. Now it has been built and has become the reception hotel in the city. The fact that Linlou has been arranged here is a clear indication of the importance placed on him.
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They arranged a suite for Lin Lou, possibly considering that his family is here, and having a living room would make it easier for chatting. After work, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying came over. Jiang Yunying was a little bit resentful, "It's not easy to come back once, why stay outside? There's plenty of space at home."

She also wants to cook a few meals for Lin Lou. Lin Shengbin explained to Lin Lou, "If it's a private matter, you should definitely go home, but this is a work matter, it's more convenient for everyone to live together and discuss things!"

"I will cook some fish balls for you all tomorrow and bring them over. You and your colleagues can taste them. Although the hotel also has them, they definitely won't be as delicious as homemade ones." Jiang Yunying understood this, but felt uneasy without cooking something for her child when he comes back.

"Sure, every time I return to Beijing, I have to tell them how delicious my mom's fish balls are. They have always been craving for them!" Although this may cause some trouble for Jiang Yunying, the psychological satisfaction it brings is irreplaceable.

In the evening, a welcome banquet was held for Lin Lou and his group. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying were also asked to stay. At the dinner table, everyone kept praising their children's promising future, which made them even happier than if they had been praised themselves.

The next day, formal work began. I first went to see the original museum. Qiao Jun took the initiative to be the guide, saying, "Lin, you must be familiar with this place, but Li, Lin, and Xiao Cao, this is your first time here. Let me introduce it to you."

"You have also seen this place, which is located within the lakeside park. The scenery is beautiful, the environment is good, and there are no other buildings around, making it convenient for reconstruction! According to our earliest discussions, the new museum can expand to occupy an area of 80 to 100 acres, with a building area ranging from 35,000 to 40,000 square meters."

The earliest museum you see was the Haidong Provincial Science Museum, which was established in the 22nd year of the Republic of China. After the founding of the People's Republic of China, it was first renamed the Haidong Provincial People's Science Museum, and later changed to the Haidong Provincial Museum. After the establishment of the museum, the People's Science Museum was disbanded, and the animal specimens were transferred to the museum. In the later period, the museum also received revolutionary and historical relics collected since the establishment of the Provincial Cultural Relics Management Committee, gradually developing into the largest comprehensive museum in the province.

"Nowadays, due to the long service life of buildings, many places need to be rebuilt. After calculating the cost of repair and reconstruction at the provincial and municipal levels, it is not low. It's better to take this opportunity to rebuild a new museum in the same place."

Lin Lou, Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, and Cao Kai looked at the building complex in front of them. The original museum may have some historical value, but in terms of architectural art, it is relatively simple and not particularly high in artistic value. It wouldn't be too much of a pity to demolish it.

But Linlou also reminded, "After all, the original museum has been used for so many years. It's better to preserve complete pictures, texts, and model data before demolition, for future generations to understand the history of the museum. It's best to set up a dedicated exhibition room in the new museum to display this part of the data."

The museum is a place to record and display history, and sometimes the museum itself is history, which should naturally be preserved.

"Lin's suggestion is great! The changes in the museum can also witness the historical changes of our Haidong province from the Republic of China to the present. Whether Qiao Jun and the others had thought of it before or not, since Lin has mentioned it, it naturally deserves some praise."

Lin Lou visited the museum, carefully recording the original themes and classifications of the exhibition halls. He took some photos in the areas where photography was allowed, and made hand-drawn sketches in areas where it was not permitted. These would serve as the basis for his design work.

After the tour, everyone gathered in the conference room of the Provincial Court of Haidong to listen to their plans and then communicate their ideas. Qiao Jun was still the one giving the introduction.

"As one of the major provinces in southern China with abundant cultural relics, underground remains, ancient buildings on the ground, and underwater artifacts along the coast, Haidong Province has the largest institution for collecting these cultural relics. Currently, Haidong Provincial Museum has a collection of 130,000 historical relics from different periods, including over 20,000 precious artifacts."

"Based on the instructions of the provincial and municipal leaders, as well as practical needs, the new museum should expand its functions on the basis of the old museum. In addition to preserving cultural relics, it should also integrate exhibitions, education, and scientific research functions."

"On this basis, the plan we have prepared is roughly as follows: First and foremost is the important exhibition hall, with an exhibition area of 15,000 square meters and a total of 15 exhibition halls. There are 6 exhibition halls on the first floor, 6 on the second floor, and 3 on the third floor. This includes 7 basic permanent exhibition halls such as 'The Light of Ancient Civilization in Haidong,' 'Haidong's Ancient Export Porcelain,' 'Haidong Opera Grand View,' 'Treasured Crafts,' 'Collection of Fine Calligraphy and Paintings,' 'Dinosaur Museum,' and 'Animal Museum,' as well as 6 temporary exhibition halls."

These are based on the history and natural resources of Haidong Province, and the content displayed in the seven basic exhibition halls covers all the areas worth showcasing in Haidong Province.

Ancient Civilization recounts the ancient history of Haidong Province, tracing its development from ancient times to before the Opium War, allowing people to appreciate the light of civilization in the depths of history.

Foreign export porcelain is a specialty of Shandong Province that was sold to the Middle East and Europe after the Maritime Silk Road was established. It has left a significant mark in ancient Chinese history, from the celadon of the Tang and Five Dynasties period to the white porcelain renowned at home and abroad during the Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties, Haidong has spread China's exquisite ceramic craftsmanship and brilliant and enduring civilization to the world.

Although the opera of Haidong is not as famous as Peking opera, it is also a unique flower in the garden of Chinese opera. It originated in the Tang and Five Dynasties, formed in the Song and Yuan Dynasties, and has exquisite artistic characteristics. With the migration of people from Haidong, it has spread to Taiwan and overseas, with a wide influence. It should have a separate museum to continue the cultural genes and blood of the Chinese nation.

The history of Chinese arts and crafts is long and varied, with exquisite skills and a unique position in the world's craft culture. In Haodong, located on the southeast coast, there have been many skilled craftsmen throughout the ages, who have inherited the essence of traditional Chinese craftsmanship and incorporated rich local features into their creations.

Since the Tang and Song dynasties, there has been a prolific number of literati and scholars in Haidong Province, creating exquisite artworks in landscapes, figures, flowers and birds, as well as calligraphy styles such as seal, official, regular, running, and cursive script, among which there are many rare and precious masterpieces.

Haidong Province has also excavated a large number of dinosaur fossils. The mountainous environment of Haidong has nurtured abundant flora and fauna resources, which are also valuable treasures of Haidong Province.

If you visit more museums, you will find that museums in different provinces have different exhibition hall divisions. In addition to displaying the history of their own provinces, they often set up different special exhibition halls according to their specific situations. These seven basic exhibition halls can be said to cover all aspects of Haidong Province.

As for the remaining six temporary exhibition halls, they are used for holding different exhibitions, either special themed exhibitions of this museum or for exchanges with other museums to display their collections.

"In addition to the exhibition hall, the new building also has a VIP room, meeting rooms, and an academic lecture hall. There is also a natural observation area and other accessory buildings to showcase the unique features of our region. That's about it. Do you have any opinions, Mr. Lin?"

"The plans made by all of you are very comprehensive, and in terms of usability, it can be said to have surpassed most of the museums in other provinces in the country, especially..." Lin Lou did not show off, but praised first.

Everyone felt relieved after hearing that, and then he began to point out the issue, "The establishment of seven exhibition halls basically covers the splendid history and culture of our Haodong Province. However, can we also include the tea culture and set up a separate exhibition hall?" The tea culture of Haodong Province is famous and it would be a pity to leave it out.

"The tea culture in Haixi Province has a history of a thousand years and is the birthplace of tea culture. The records of tea production in Haixi Province date back more than 300 years earlier than the 'Classic of Tea.' The customs of building and competing in tea-making became popular during the Song and Yuan dynasties. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, there were many innovations in tea production, including the development of oolong tea processing techniques, and the spread of tea by overseas Chinese to various parts of the world. This kind of cultural heritage is definitely worth commemorating!"

"We have considered it before, but compared to several other exhibition halls, it seems that tea culture is a bit lacking. Additionally, adding a new exhibition hall would increase costs, so we have put it on hold for now," explained Qiao Jun.

"I don't think the accounts should be calculated this way! The tea culture exhibition hall is different from other exhibition halls. While other exhibition halls may only serve the purpose of education and cultural dissemination, the tea culture exhibition hall can bring economic benefits. The current investment will definitely bring back multiple returns in the future!" explained Linlou.

"The lives of everyone are gradually improving now! After meeting their basic needs for clothing, food, shelter, and transportation, they will definitely have higher pursuits in life! The number of people who want to drink tea, especially good tea, will definitely increase!" Lin Lou is very clear about this. When he was discussing projects with people in the future, didn't that boss have a tea set in his office?"

"We are adding a new exhibition hall to showcase the details of tea production, storage, and tea tasting in Haidong Province. When visitors from all over the country see this, surely some will develop an interest in our tea culture in Haidong Province. They may consider purchasing tea leaves, tea utensils, and even our museum could set up a dedicated sales area to sell tea-related products and other cultural creations."

In modern times, many museums have started to launch their own cultural and creative products. For some museums, the income from these products is not insignificant, such as the Palace Museum, whose cultural and creative products are very popular.

"Although we have other museums related to tea culture in Haidong Province, the visitor flow to these museums is definitely incomparable to the provincial museum! Moreover, the visitors who go there often have a certain understanding of our tea culture to begin with, so the promotional effect for the tea culture in Haidong Province is definitely not as good as setting up a tea culture exhibition hall in the provincial museum!"

"This is indeed true!" Someone immediately nodded in agreement. Since everyone present has been involved in this project, they must have some understanding of the Museum of Haixi Province.

"Comrade Xiaolin, please continue to talk about this matter, and what exactly are cultural and creative products?" asked a high-ranking official from the province. He had originally thought that museums could only spend money, but he had not expected that there would also be an opportunity to make money. Suddenly, he became interested. If it were possible to use the museum to promote the economic development of Haidong Province, that would be really great.

"Okay, Professor Maslow, an American social psychologist, once proposed this theory..." Lin repeated Maslow's hierarchy of needs theory, "This theory has been widely applied in the field of economics."

"The theory can also be applied to the tea market. Initially, people with low incomes consumed tea primarily for quenching thirst and staying alert, and they were more price-conscious when purchasing tea leaves. However, as the economic level increases, the sensitivity to price will gradually decrease. In other words, as more people can afford higher quality tea, there will be a growing willingness to spend more on purchasing tea."

"How do these people learn about tea leaves? First of all, they definitely look at the reputation, such as West Lake Longjing, Dongting Biluochun, and our province's Dahongpao. These are definitely the preferred choices! Secondly, they listen to recommendations from others or obtain information from TV, newspapers, and other media. We can also promote and publicize by building a tea culture exhibition hall in the museum!"

"When traveling to a new place, regardless of whether you understand it or not, visiting the local provincial museum is a must for many people. When out-of-town visitors come in and see, 'Wow, I didn't expect the tea culture of Haidong province to be so splendid, and that the tea from Haidong province is so good and fragrant, and the tea sets are so exquisite. I'll buy some to try first! If it's delicious, I'll start drinking Haidong tea from now on!"

"After they return, they will definitely share this information with their relatives and friends, thereby attracting more people to appreciate the tea, tea sets, and tea culture of Haidong! In simpler terms, when you buy new tea sets and good tea leaves, wouldn't you want to show them off? And the tea from Haidong is particularly suitable for showing off."

"If we cooperate with our tea shops and tea utensil stores distributed across the country, the tea industry in Haidong will naturally flourish, and may even surpass the tea culture in regions like Zhejiang and Jiangsu. At least, to my knowledge, they don't have a tea culture exhibition hall in their museums; of course, this is not a decisive factor, but it is also a significant advantage!"

The leader nodded slightly. He naturally knew that it was unrealistic to make Haidong tea industry the top in the country with just an exhibition hall, but being ahead was enough.

"Comrade Xiao Lin, this idea is very good. You can first draft an outline based on this, and then we will see how much additional cost it will entail! I will also arrange for relevant departments to conduct research on this issue, and ultimately, we will decide whether to adopt it based on various factors!" Of course, such a decision cannot be made hastily, but it seems that at least he is inclined towards this proposal.

"Furthermore, I have some small suggestions for other functions as well. For example, it would be best to add new features to the multi-purpose conference hall and perhaps even build a new audio-visual room!" Lin continued to give suggestions.

Update at twelve o'clock tomorrow.
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"In some developed countries in Europe and America, museums now incorporate conference rooms with simultaneous interpretation and audio-visual playback capabilities during the construction process for international academic exchanges. The museum project I was involved in Berlin was designed this way! Our previous plans seemed to have overlooked the application of this advanced technology!"

Considering that they were all part of the museum project, Lin brought some materials related to the Berlin project when he came. He waved to Cao to distribute the materials to everyone so that they could take a look at what an advanced meeting room looks like.

After seeing the renderings and functional descriptions, everyone was amazed. The convenience brought by this advanced equipment was indeed beyond their expectations. However, at the same time, new problems arose. While the new features of the device were great, they also required additional expenses, which seemed to exceed the budget.

"Good stuff is nice, but I don't think we can afford it for the time being," the leader sighed as he looked at the equipment cost in the manual.

"It's okay if we can't afford it for now, but we can design the installation location first. When the economic conditions in the province are better in the future, we can add on to it!" Lin naturally considered this.

"This can be done!" Since it doesn't require immediate spending, it doesn't matter. Several leaders nodded and agreed with Lin's suggestion, so as not to face difficulties in installation due to architectural design constraints in the future.

"In the audio-visual hall, documentary and educational films are played to showcase the historical and cultural aspects of our province. This method has also been applied in many countries. Specifically, in our Haidong Provincial Museum, we can showcase the prosperity of Haidong porcelain exported overseas in the past, display the essence of Haidong tea culture, or show some highlights of Haidong opera, all of which can be presented in the audio-visual room."

Museums in the future are undergoing digital transformation. This transformation allows people to visit museums online through the internet, listen to synchronized explanations from tour guides via apps or public accounts, and present more content through digital audiovisual rooms.

"I remember that our Haidong Provincial Television Station and Film Studio should have produced some similar films, but they didn't have many opportunities for broadcast. It's a good idea to play them in the museum!" The leader pondered that, according to current technical standards, the investment in building a multimedia studio should still be acceptable.

"Similarly, we have also maintained space for renovation in the audiovisual studio for future updates, just like the arrangement for the meeting room."

"As for the other aspects, I have also reviewed the proposals from several teachers from provincial and city institutes. Many aspects are designed very well and conform to the historical and cultural background of our province."

"For example, the words-shaped roofs that embody the unique characteristics of Haidong folk houses, the pillars reflecting the cultural connotation of Haidong, the relief walls that gather the essence of Chinese cultural relics, the natural museum buildings simulating the style of Haidong Tulou, and the main building plaza with diffused water patterns."

"The combination of these elements, along with the geographical location surrounded by water on three sides, not only reflects the folk customs and the development vision of setting sail for distant voyages in Haidong, but also embodies the harmonious connotation of water imagery in Chinese culture. From the perspective of academic disciplines, it embodies the metaphorical significance of the development of the museum industry supported by the integration of various disciplines."

The architect proposals from the provincial and municipal institutes were rejected one after another, and finally Linlou was even brought in to take on the project. Although they highly acknowledged Linlou's capabilities, they still felt somewhat uncomfortable. Now, Linlou's words happened to hit the biggest highlight of the original design, bringing them some comfort amidst their regret.

Look, we still have some skills. Even the experienced workers recognize the things we made. Many people quickly stepped forward and modestly said, "I am not worthy of being called a teacher. This is merely a humble achievement, a humble achievement! Although there are some bright spots in some areas, overall, it still conceals the fundamental flaws of outdated design concepts."

"Now that Lin is here, we can finally rest assured! We have also studied Lin's previous projects, including the Xiangshan Hotel in China, the Beijing Olympic Sports Center, as well as the Uru-Di Shenggu Stadium and the Riga International Airport in Latvia, and so on. Lin has been able to perfectly integrate the local cultural characteristics and modern architectural concepts in all of these projects."

"You are responsible for the design of the Museum of Haidong Province, so you will surely be able to achieve this. It can not only showcase the long history and culture of Haidong Province, but also demonstrate the rapid changes we have experienced since the reform and opening up. This process itself is a rare opportunity for improvement for our architects in Haidong Province."

Despite being much younger than them, and even with some people being twice his age, Lin Lou's absolute strength eclipses all. After all, there is a saying that the skilled surpass the elderly.

"Comrade Xiaolin, we have understood your views on the functional utilization of the museum. Your opinions are indeed on point. If we proceed with your plan, in terms of functionality, our museum in Haidong Province will be leading ahead of other museums nationwide! At least the Shaanxi Provincial Museum does not have as many advanced facilities as ours!"

"Then the remaining issue is the appearance of the building. What are your thoughts on this? We'd like to hear your opinion!" Some leaders were still quite satisfied with what Lin had said before.

Architecture not only has the function of artistic display, but also has the function of use. As for the functional use, Lin has already mentioned it earlier. The artistic aspect of architecture largely depends on its appearance.

The original appearance is actually pretty good, but the design concept is a bit outdated, with more emphasis on historical display and lacking modernity. These leaders all thought that it would be great if it could be like the Xiangshan Hotel or the Beijing National Stadium sports venue.

However, Linlou is not satisfied with this requirement. He can come up with many such plans, without much effort, to satisfy several leaders.

But the opportunity to design a large museum is not easily obtained, compared to the smaller scale of the one in Berlin. It's not easy to come by such an opportunity, so one naturally has to make a good impression.

Large museums have always been one of the best types of architecture for master architects to showcase their design concepts, such as Le Corbusier's last work, the Heidi-Wieber Museum, Frank Lloyd Wright's Guggenheim Museum in New York, Frank Gehry's Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Zaha Hadid's London Museum of Modern Technology, Kengo Kuma's Dundee Museum, Tadao Ando's Modern Art Museum in Fort Worth, I. M. Pei's Suzhou Museum, *** Museum, and so on. These are all masterpieces in the history of architecture.

Lin Building is determined to create a work that can rival these masters, and perfectly present their architectural concept, so they are treating this project much more seriously than other projects.

If one day in the future, he could win the highest award in the architectural world, the Pritzker Prize, for designing a museum for his hometown, then this rebirth would be well worth it.

To achieve this, using functionality is just the most basic, the artistic appearance of the building is more important, and it would be even better if some new things could be introduced.

For example, the Guggenheim Museum in New York, designed by Wright, with smooth white concrete covering the walls, making them look more like a giant sculpture than a building. The building has a simple, white, spiral concrete structure, which is quite different from the traditional architectural style of museums.

The Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, designed by Frank Gehry, is even more famous. The museum is located on the edge of the old town area, on the south bank of the Nervion River in the art district. It is a major elevated expressway that crosses a corner of the site, and is a must-pass road from the north into the city.

From the north bank of the Neva River, the museum is the most eye-catching first-layer waterfront landscape in the city. Facing such an important and challenging location, Gehry has given the boldest answer in architectural history.

The entire building is composed of irregular hyperbolic volumes covered with titanium alloy panels. Its form is unrelated to past human architectural practices, transcending any conventional building experience. Under Gehry's magical command, the architecture, a chapter that had been solidified for thousands of years, begins to flow again, producing astounding sounds.

To the north of Linshui, Galeri uses a long, horizontal, three-storey exhibition hall to echo the horizontal flow of the river and the larger scale relationship.

Due to the north-facing backlight, the main facade of the building will be in shadow all day. Gai cleverly treats the building envelope as curved hyperbolic surfaces in all directions. Therefore, as the angle of sunlight changes, each surface of the building will produce constantly changing light and shadow effects, avoiding the dullness of large-scale buildings facing north.

At the south main entrance, being only one street away from the 19th century old district buildings, the method of breaking the architectural volume to coordinate with them was adopted.

Even more extraordinary is that Gehry, in order to solve the conflict between the viaduct and the museum building underneath, decided to pass the building through the lower part of the viaduct and at the other end of the bridge, designed a high tower, so that the building embraces and encompasses the viaduct, integrating with the city, using the viaduct as a link. Gehry has infused this building with a thriving vitality that radiates deep into the city.

The resulting architecture ultimately presented a form that resembled the creation of an extraterrestrial civilization, and Frank Gehry became world-renowned for the wild, sculptural forms he exhibited in his architecture.

Since the construction of the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, the tourism income of Bilbao has increased nearly fivefold. The investment in the Guggenheim Museum was fully recovered within two years. Bilbao overnight became a well-known city in Europe and a new tourist hotspot. Frank Gehry also established himself as a master in contemporary architecture because of this.

The Dundee Museum designed by Kengo Kuma is a angular box-shaped building with a combination of concrete horizontal facades. It also has a pointed corner, resembling the bow of a ship protruding from the water.

Kengo Kuma ingeniously used stone to build this museum, with 2500 large stone slabs fixed on the surface. Each slab weighs two tons and is about 4 meters long. The complex arrangement of these slabs on the exterior wall creates diverse light and shadow effects that change with the angle of the sun.

Tadao Ando's Water Pavilion at the Fort Worth Museum ingeniously utilizes water and light. Five long, flat-roofed pavilions appear to float on a 1.5-acre pond. Cantilevered cast-in-place concrete roofs support linear skylights and clerestory windows, allowing the building to adapt to natural light, diffusing and scattering it to provide ample sunlight indoors.

These museums fully embody the architect's design philosophy and present different charms. As Lin has always emphasized the role of localism, according to his project, the Haidong Provincial Museum project should naturally present the charm of Haidong culture. Of course, it definitely cannot be as simple and direct as those architects from the provincial and municipal institutes.

In this way, the works of Wright, Gehry, and others cannot be referenced, but there is a classic project with a design concept that is relatively close, which is I. M. Pei's Suzhou Museum.

The new building of the Suzhou Museum is characterized by its integration of architectural forms with the natural environment, unique spatial design, meticulous selection of building materials, and the maximization of natural light entering the interior.

In the construction, glass and steel structures allow modern people to borrow a large amount of natural light indoors. Open steel structures replace traditional wooden building materials, and the design of roof forms breaks through the constraint of the traditional Chinese architecture's "big roof" in terms of lighting.

The roof is composed of geometric forms. Firstly, the design of the glass skylight on top of the roof is unique, drawing inspiration from the traditional Chinese architectural practice of "tiger window" and making improvements. The skylight is located in the middle of the roof.

The three-dimensional geometric skylights on the roof and the sloping roof below form an obtuse angle, presenting a three-dimensional modeling effect. This not only solves the practical problem of lighting in traditional architecture but also enriches and develops the roof styling of Chinese architecture.

The use of roof and the surrounding white stone on the wall make the overall style of the building unified. As for the roof, using traditional small blue tiles would be fragile and leak-prone, requiring frequent maintenance. Its durability, craftsmanship, and smoothness would be difficult to meet the requirements of the new building.

To achieve harmony in material and form, deep grey granite is used instead of traditional grey tiles. This granite, known as "Chinese black," is black with a hint of grey. When it rains, it appears black, but when the sun shines, it lightens to a deep grey color. The stone pieces are processed into rhombus shapes, and are neatly laid on the roof, creating a strong three-dimensional effect.

Many of the designs and construction techniques of this museum are modern, and the lines are more simple than traditional classical architecture. From the perspective of architectural concept, it is in line with the traditional Suzhou gardens, more mature than the Xiangshan Hotel, and the traditional modernity of the project is integrated more naturally.

The kind of work Linlou wants to create is definitely going to be different in its expression because of the differences between Haidong Province and Suzhou.
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"The museum itself is also a showcase of Haixi's history and culture. Senior Sister Zhang Jinqiu used Tang-style architectural design for the Shaanxi History Museum, allowing visitors to appreciate the charm of the Tang Dynasty at first glance. Our Haixi Provincial Museum should also do the same, based on the essence of Haixi's history and culture."

"At the same time, using more modern artistic techniques, design a new concept, and combine it with the overall urban environment of Nanjiang City and the specific conditions around the site to present the final plan!"

The response satisfied the leaders. Isn't this what they wanted? They want both old and new things. Immediately, someone asked, "So, Comrade Xiaolin, how long do you think it will take to come up with a conceptual draft according to your design ideas?"

For this project, they have held many meetings, and now even these leaders are familiar with the standard process of architectural design work, knowing that other things can only be communicated after the conceptual sketches are completed.

"One month! After one month, I will bring the conceptual draft over to report to the leaders." Lin Lou thought for a moment and replied.

This timing has taken everyone by surprise, so Lin continued to explain, "In order to do such a major project well, we must consider every aspect, and the preparations naturally took longer. Mr. Bei visited Xiangshan for the hotel project countless times, and finally came up with such a proposal."

Even though I am from Haidong Province and not unfamiliar with the traditional architectural culture of Haidong, it is only a general understanding. Therefore, it is necessary to carefully study and investigate the plot in more detail before starting the design work. I also need to find inspiration first. If there is no inspiration, it will be even more difficult.

The time it took to complete the first draft of the concept sketch is much longer than that of the provincial and municipal institutions. However, the leaders thought about it and considered it as a responsible attitude towards work. Since others are willing to put in so much effort to prepare for this project, they are happy to accept it.

He even considerately added, "Quality is the most important in the project, even if it takes more time to build a classic architecture showcasing the historical culture of Haidong Province. Let's communicate again next month."

Lin Lou estimated that this was also the result of the reputation he had established in the architectural industry. If it were an ordinary architect, it probably wouldn't be as easy to negotiate. Of course, an ordinary architect would not have been able to secure such a project in the first place.

After the meeting, Lin continued to stay in Nanjiang City for investigation. The next day, he returned to the old museum, took photos, and made sketches. Although the camera can capture more precise images, the role of hand-drawn sketches remains irreplaceable. The process of hand-drawing is a further understanding of the land.

After gaining a detailed understanding of the land, Linlou went to various places in Haidong to start investigating the classic buildings there. He first visited the Fangjie in the old town area of Nanjiang City, then went to the countryside to see several well-preserved traditional houses, and then traveled to other places to diligently study the various styles of classic architecture.

They stayed in Haidong province for half a month, and only then did Linlou and the others return to the capital with a large amount of data. After making up for the two weeks of missed classes, Linlou began to gather the employees of the firm to discuss the draft.

"Everyone has already reviewed the materials these past few days, and the requirements are also known to everyone. As usual, let's start by sharing our own thoughts," said Lin. Allowing others to speak first can help obtain useful information and also develop their abilities, so it has become a routine here with him now.

If I speak out my own plan first, everyone will think that Lin's plan is so good, then why would I bother to present my own lousy ideas? It's better to keep it to myself. If this continues, how can their capabilities improve?

Perhaps they don't have a very good solution right now, but as long as everyone can prepare seriously, and then discuss and analyze the pros and cons, they will definitely improve. With more practice, their abilities will naturally improve as well.

Compared to the harvest, the little time wasted is not worth mentioning at all. Everyone is used to doing this, and they can appreciate the benefits of this approach, so they are very enthusiastic about speaking up.

"I will share my thoughts first!" Xu Jiaping hurriedly said. He understood Lin Lou's habits the best, knowing that in the initial discussions, the person with the better idea had a greater chance of participating in the project.

Nowadays, this project is the Provincial Museum. If we consider it at a national level, there are probably only around thirty similar opportunities. Each one is a focus of attention in the architectural world, and its importance is definitely no less than that of the Olympic Sports Center project. From the perspective of architectural art, it may even surpass it.

After all, there are many classic museum projects that can leave a mark in the history of architecture worldwide, but there are not many sports venues. If I could participate in such a project, it would be a substantial qualification for me in the future!

Lin nodded in agreement for him to speak first. Even though Xu Jiaping hadn't accompanied them on the visit and investigation to the province of Haidong, the amount of research material he brought back was not any less than the others. The things he said were indeed quite impressive.

He didn't start from the architectural appearance or usage function, but took a different approach to talk about building materials, "I think building materials are also a reflection of local historical and cultural part. Different building materials in different places have shaped different architectural styles, such as bamboo houses in the south, cave dwellings in the northwest, and so on."

"When we are working on this project, can we consider using the local building materials from Haixi Province? Haixi Province is a major producer of stone carvings and stone materials, with a wide variety of stone materials that have had a significant impact on architectural forms."

For example, the most prominent feature of Haidong traditional residences is the use of red bricks and white stones, and the distinctive upturned eaves. These houses are constructed using a special brick and stone structure, with the lower half of the walls made of stone and the upper part made of a combination of bricks and stones, or just bricks. The mortar used for filling the gaps is made from shell ash, which is the ash produced from burning shells found in the sea. The combination of these three elements is referred to as "entering the stone with bricks," where bricks and stones rely on each other. This construction method allows the houses to easily withstand severe coastal typhoons, and even after centuries of aging, the houses can still stand tall and grand.

" Therefore, when constructing this museum, can we consider utilizing the stone resources and processing techniques of Haidong Province? This way, we can not only showcase the historical appearance of Haidong Province, but also save costs. After all, Haidong Province produces stone, which is much cheaper than transporting building materials from other places."

After Xu Jiaping finished speaking, everyone began to discuss. Some supported while others opposed. Fortunately, discussing matters at Lin Building has always been focused on improving each other, and even if someone pointed out an issue, they would not feel embarrassed. Instead, they would be delighted to have gained new insights.

"Teacher Xu's suggestion is good, but traditional Haikou architecture is not only about stone materials. The application of some wooden structures is also very ingenious, and there are also many unique features in the fields of brick, tile, and earth building materials."

Stone materials are good, but they seem a bit too heavy, don't they? And the processing difficulty is relatively high, will this increase the design and construction difficulty? In addition, the weight of stone is large, and Nanjiang City does not produce stone. The transportation cost alone is not a small amount. Overall, it seems that it does not reduce the cost of building materials.

"Can it be used for the foundation, or a reinforced concrete foundation can be used, and then stone can be used for the facade?"

"But which kind of stone should we choose? Just now, Teacher Xu also mentioned that the stone resources in Haidong province are very rich and diverse, each with its own unique characteristics. It's not easy to choose a stone that can represent Haidong province, right?"

"The conceptual plan hasn't come out yet, is it too early to consider building materials?"

"This is not contradictory, it also provides a way of thinking!"

The group discussed and reached a temporary conclusion. It is indeed a good idea to use local specialty building materials to construct the museum, but this should not constrain the design concept. It is best to incorporate these building materials into the design, but it would not be regrettable to abandon them in favor of achieving better results.

As Xu Jiaping just mentioned, this is just an idea. At the early stage of discussion, various ideas collide, sparking the inspiration.

"I'll go ahead and talk about it. I'm still the same as before, so let me share my thoughts on the landscape design of this project!" After Xu Jiaping, it was Li Qingxi's turn to take the stage.

"The museum is located within the municipal park, which has a long history and is the most complete classical garden preserved in Nanjiang city to date. In such a place, the landscape design definitely cannot disrupt the overall style of the park."

"The original park brings together different historical periods of classical garden landscaping styles in Haikou, utilizing the natural landscape and primarily featuring local tree species, emphasizing poetic and picturesque sentiments. Therefore, my proposal also leans in this direction."

"At present, the academic research on the gardens in the eastern coastal areas is far less in-depth compared to the research on the gardens in Suzhou and the northern royal gardens. There are not many achievements, and many things can only be summarized independently."

"Based on my summary, Haodong Garden has the following characteristics: the layout of the garden is relatively simple, focusing on the close-range appreciation of small spaces; each garden has the practice of using lake stones and artificial hills, with small-sized artificial hills and ponds as main features. If there is a pond, there must be a stone bridge, with mostly flat bridges. In specific details, it is quite different from Suzhou gardens."

"The construction of buildings is an important element in the formation of Haidong Gardens. The forms include: pavilions, terraces, pavilions, pavilions, arches, stone terraces, long walls and windows, stone railings, benches, and tables, all of which are in accordance with the traditional Haidong architectural practices, using elements such as red bricks, red tiles, white stones, swallowtail ridges, waterwheel blocks, and bird steps. A large amount of stone is used, and the buildings, ground pavements, bridges, pools, and flower platforms in the gardens all use the granite produced abundantly in Haidong. Native fruit trees are the main plants in the garden…"

"Different from the grandeur of the royal gardens in the north, the gardens in the south tend to be smaller, more family-oriented, and more lifestyle-oriented. They emphasize small scenes and have a charming and delicate style..."

"My plan is to reference the features of Haidong Garden and incorporate the specific architectural form of the museum into the design. Here are a few concept sketches. Please give me your thoughts," said Li Qingxi as he laid out some rough sketches on the table.

"With Teacher Li's analysis, I think it can definitely be organized and published in 'Chinese Gardening' magazine! Teacher Li has filled a research gap in our country!" someone chuckled.

"Chinese Gardens" is currently the most influential gardening periodical in the country. It used to be quite difficult for Li Qingxi to get an article published in it, but now it's a piece of cake. As long as the editors see his name, it's guaranteed to be accepted, and they might even fast-track it for early publication.

After being exposed to different styles of domestic and foreign landscaping as well as theories, he has now become an authoritative figure in the field of domestic landscaping and landscape architecture, despite being slightly younger. Currently, he can only serve as a director in various relevant associations, but given a few more years, there is no doubt he will become the chairman.

Regarding this topic, there are not as many people participating in the discussion as there were just now, for one thing, this issue is more specialized than building materials, and for another, Li Qingxi's words also leave little room for criticism.

"Teacher Li's idea is actually similar to mine! The design should start from the overall perspective, and definitely should not disrupt the overall environment of the park. Since the surrounding landscape has already been done very well, we will continue to maintain this style. However, we can still add some new elements in the details," Lin Lou also shares the same view.

The crowd continued to speak, each explaining their own opinions, starting from a certain point or presenting their own conceptual ideas for everyone to discuss.

Even Cao Kai couldn't stand the loneliness and brought out his own stuff, saying, "I think the Yanzhi Ridge of the Haidong minority is very distinctive, so I designed this small exhibition hall."

"Oh, I feel like I've seen this design before. Is it based on the design of the Grand Auditorium of Nanjiang University?" Linlou chuckled as soon as he looked at the blueprint. The form of the roof ridge was quite similar to the first project he sketched by hand after arriving in this world.

"Yes, I think this approach can effectively integrate the style of Haikou traditional dwellings with modern architecture," Cao Kai nodded.

"The combination of the roof and the building is very natural, and it adopts many more modern design styles than the Grand Hall of Nanjiang University, although there are still many flaws, but the direction is right! You can continue to modify this design," After the evaluation, Linlou gave the draft back to him.

Although not yet fully mature and drawing on a variety of influences, Linlou's talent is already evident from this design blueprint.

Cao Kai is overjoyed this time. In the past, he only did some auxiliary work, but now he can finally try to do his own design. Although Linlou did not promise to adopt this plan, he is still very happy.

Everyone continued to speak, and when the discussion was almost over, Lin asked them a question, "What do you think is the most characteristic architectural form in traditional buildings in Haidong?"

As for this issue, everyone gave a unanimous answer, "earthen buildings!"

I recommend the book "I Really Hate Rich Women." The title is provocative enough. I've just released a new book, so I think it should be available to read by tomorrow.
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Swallowtail ridge and tulou buildings are similar to other architectural forms found elsewhere, but tulou is a unique architectural form exclusive to Haixi Province, with a very strong iconic presence.

The history of the Tulou can be traced back to the northern walled forts during the late Han and Wei-Jin Northern and Southern Dynasties periods. It was then spread to Fujian Province as Northern residents migrated south during the Song and Yuan Dynasties.

In the middle and late stages of the Ming Dynasty, with the invasion of Japanese pirates from the outside and annual civil wars within the country, the Hakka people migrated thousands of miles to a foreign land, choosing this architectural style that was conducive to family reunions and could defend against war.

The descendants of the same ancestor formed an independent society in a tulou, following the architectural rules of the central plain to develop the tulou's construction, and the architectural form gradually became more sophisticated, with functions diversifying.

In terms of architectural form, the earthen buildings are collective buildings constructed with earth walls, presenting various shapes such as circular, semi-circular, square, quadrangular, pentagonal, chair-shaped, and dustpan-shaped, each with its own unique characteristics.

The earliest tulou were square-shaped with palace-style, mansion-style, and varied body shapes. They are not only unique and mysterious, but also solid and sturdy, with provisions, livestock, and water wells inside.

However, due to the directional nature of square earthen buildings, the four corners are relatively dark and have different ventilation and lighting conditions. Therefore, the Hakka people designed round earthen buildings with better ventilation and lighting. Among the existing earthen buildings, the round ones are the most remarkable, and the local people call them "round buildings" or "round villages".

Building materials include soil, sand, stones, bamboo, and even ingredients such as red sugar and egg white, which are locally sourced to construct earthen buildings with walls as thick as one to two meters. They are resilient enough to resist attacks from wild animals or thieves, and also possess functions such as fire resistance, earthquake resistance, and providing warmth in winter and coolness in summer.

Many years later, the Haidong Tulou was officially listed in the "World Heritage List". With the promotion of various film and television works, it gradually became well known to the people. Every year, it attracts a large number of tourists to visit and has become a shining cultural business card of Haidong Province.

Lin Lou is going to investigate the unique buildings in Haidong Province. He will definitely not miss the most famous earth buildings. He has previously taken Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, and Cao Kai to conduct serious research, brought back a large number of photos, hand-drawn sketches, and textual materials, and left a deep impression on the staff of the firm.

So when Linlou asked what architectural form is the most characteristic of traditional architecture in Haidong, everyone thought of Haidong earthen buildings without exception.

"So, according to my initial plan, I intend to use the Hai Dong Tulou as the main inspiration to design the Hai Dong Provincial Museum. Since the Hai Dong Provincial Museum is definitely not a standalone building but rather a complex of buildings, I will also incorporate the most suitable designs from everyone's proposals. I hope everyone can continue to adjust their own proposals," Lin Lou said.

"However, when it comes to earthen buildings, how can we fully incorporate modern architectural elements without losing the essence of the original structure? Other architects have considered this approach, but the implementation is quite challenging."

Most of the Hakka earthen buildings in Haidong are round, and the round shape makes it difficult to deal with aspects such as space utilization. These issues have forced them to abandon the plan to use the Hakka earthen buildings as inspiration to design this museum.

"There is still a way!" Lin Lou seemed confident, as he had already thought of a solution. Moreover, there are also modern architectural works inspired by the Tulou of Hakka in later generations.

One of the most famous is the He Art Museum designed by Tadao Ando in Shunde, Guangdong. The museum imitates the circular layout of the Hakka Tulou, using reinforced concrete to create a five-story hollow building, with two unique spiral concrete staircases connecting the various levels.

Concrete is the main material, with wood and steel as secondary materials, utilizing light and shadow to create varying depths, heights, and widths within a space. Changes in the angle of sunlight, like the flow of blood through a building, give it vitality and can also alter the shape of the space. Clear water concrete serves as the canvas, while light and shadow are the ink, imbued with philosophical implications of the East.

During the open exhibition, the circular exhibition hall has no partitions, forming a complete space. Unlike the rectangular exhibition hall, when the audience walks in the circular exhibition hall, their field of vision is partially obstructed, unlike the straight corridor where one can see the end, which can stimulate the viewer's desire to explore.

When there is a need for independent space, like in this exhibition, Tadao Ando divided the exhibition hall into several parts, each space forming a relatively independent entity. Due to the nature of the curves, the connecting corridors between spaces cannot be straight, which makes the exhibition route winding and can stimulate the audience's desire to explore. This design concept is reminiscent of the design principles found in traditional Chinese gardens, creating a similar yet distinct effect.

During the spiral tour, people unknowingly complete the tour of the exhibition hall. The circular tour format links each section compactly, without any sense of disconnection, presenting the entire theme as a coherent and continuous whole, which is quite different from the experience of a regular square exhibition hall. The skylight resembling a flying saucer also brings unique changes in light and shadow to the indoor space.

Of course, Lin Building will not directly copy Tadao Ando's design. After all, there are significant differences in the functional use of art galleries and museums, and the scale of these two projects is also different.

The most important thing is that the art museum is not considered a great work in Tadao Ando's works. Although the museum won the Pritzker Architecture Prize in 2020, knowing that Jiang Yiyan also won the same award makes it clear that this is not a very valuable award. The committee awarded the prize to Tadao Ando not to commend his outstanding design, but to enhance the credibility of the award with his name.

Tadao Ando has long been placed on a pedestal, with a series of titles such as the Pritzker Prize winner and the "poet of reinforced concrete," which has made it rare for people to dare to question his designs. However, he has designed too many art museums, and the Ando Art Museum is the 88th art museum he has designed. Among these nearly 100 art museums, how many can people always remember?

If we were to select the top 10 works of Tadao Ando, the "Church of the Light," "Church of the Water," and "Church of the Wind" trilogy would definitely be included. The Awaji Yumebutai, which made him famous, and the underwater Water Temple with hidden Buddha statues, would also make the list. As for art museums, perhaps only the Naoshima Art Museum might make the cut, right?

As for the art museum, it's hard to say whether his works can make it into the top ten in the art museum, but this work can be considered a good architectural design. However, if it is designed by Tadao Ando, it would be somewhat disappointing. Moreover, the origin of this art museum is also quite controversial.

When the media promotes the art museum, they only mention the family's financial contribution and the masterful design by Tadao Ando. However, they rarely point out which family it is. In reality, the funder is the He family of Midea, and the "He" in the art museum's name represents the harmony in traditional Chinese culture.

It's still a pun on the surname He, subtly indicating that this is the private museum of the He family, and only the investor knows.

The art museum is located in a township, and the ticket price is as high as 135 yuan each. Although the local residents have a relatively high economic level, they cannot afford to visit every day. As for people from other places, they may be initially attracted to visit by the works of Tadao Ando or the famous artists in the museum, but as time goes by, the number of visitors in the museum becomes very few.

Placed in a big city, an art gallery might become a famous cultural landmark for that city. But in this small town, it's more like the private cultural living room of the He family. A museum designed by an international architect would naturally be more impressive during social gatherings than a lobby filled with blue and white porcelain and Chaozhou wood carvings.

As for whether there are any deeper issues, it's hard to say about Linlou. As far as he knows, there are plenty of situations where the use of cultural buildings' reputation facilitates other aspects. He just hasn't delved into the origin of the museum and art gallery, so it's hard to make a judgment for the time being.

"The main part, I plan to use reinforced concrete to showcase the characteristics of modern architecture. For the rest, according to Mr. Xu's suggestion, I will try to use the unique local building materials in Haidong." Lin explained his plan.

The main exhibition hall adopts the style of earthen buildings, while the surrounding buildings either adopt the style of Haidong Dacuo or draw on the essence of other traditional Haidong architecture, using more modern representation techniques.

It took Linlou a few days to prepare the draft, then he personally drew the renderings and went to Nanjiang City again to prepare for the report to the leaders from the provincial and city levels.

Still at Yunsong Hotel, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying received a call in advance and are waiting here with the cooked fish balls.

The next day, in the conference room of Yunsong Hotel, Linlou reported to the leaders, "Leaders and teachers, my plan draws on the essence of many traditional buildings in Haidong Province. The main exhibition hall adopts the architectural layout and features of the Haidong earthen buildings, but replaces the original earth and wood with reinforced concrete and glass…"

The moment the rendering image was hung up there, the leaders were immediately drawn in. They listened attentively to Lin's explanation while looking at it seriously, "...The whole plot of land is square-shaped, while the main exhibition hall is circular. As the center, the circular shape, its center of gravity and scale shift with the height, creating a slow diffusion effect from the inside out, from building to city."

"This is the inheritance of the ancient architecture of the Central Plains, as well as the embodiment of the pure geometric solid intersecting to create an architectural landscape with the characteristics of Linghai Dong architectural culture and presenting a tribute to light and shadow..."

"At the same time, the earthen buildings are the best evidence of our history in Haidong. They have witnessed the experiences of our ancestors entering Haidong, settling down, and resisting various risks to thrive and multiply. I think no architectural form is more suitable to be the Haidong Provincial Museum than the earthen buildings."

"Yeah, building earth buildings and living together as a clan is mainly based on the recognition of the traditional culture of the Central Plains. The earth buildings demonstrate their centripetal, symmetrical, and front-low-back-high characteristics, as well as the characteristic of living in clans based on blood relations," a leader who grew up in earth buildings nodded, expressing great satisfaction with the plan.

"The first and second floors of the earthen building do not have windows, there is a narrow opening on the third floor, and the design of large windows on the fourth floor also meets the needs of the museum! The museum houses many cultural relics, and many of them are sensitive to natural light, especially items such as calligraphy, paintings, and silk fabrics, so windows are usually kept closed."

"The construction, from the details to the overall structure, including landscape design, unfolds layer by layer like ripples on the water surface. At the center is a circular earthen building with an open space on the third floor. The first and second floors are exhibition halls, and the third floor houses meeting rooms, audio-visual rooms, and other functional spaces. The basement is used for storage and equipment rooms, and so on."

"The circular space in the main exhibition hall is designed to mimic the Er Yi Tower, with two built water pools. Together with the surrounding landscape, it provides a relaxing tea-drinking spot for visitors. The museum can also host tea ceremonies and other related services here to further promote the tea culture of Haidong."

The Er Yi Building is a representative work of Haidong Tulou, which was built in the era of Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty. It is renowned as the "king of earth buildings" and the "treasure of the country". In addition to its grand architectural scale, its greatest feature lies in the fact that there are two wells in the open space inside the building, named "Yin Spring" and "Yang Spring", which form the pattern of the Tai Chi. Even though the temperature outside the wells is the same, the temperature of the spring water from the two wells differs by one degree.

"In outdoor spaces, landscape design is centered around water features, which is very fitting for our natural environment given that Hai Dong is surrounded by the sea on three sides. Also, when the buildings are reflected in the water, it serves as a distinct base that adds to the architectural charm." This technique is not the first time used by Linlou, and the result of each usage has been very effective.

"Glass and steel structures allow the ancient earthen buildings to regain a new look, while also showcasing the rapid advances in construction technology in our Heidong Province. The use of Mahong granite, a specialty of our province, for the foundation of the provincial museum also demonstrates the abundant natural resources and exquisite stone processing techniques in our Heidong Province."

"In terms of interior design, the curved tour route can provide visitors with a unique experience. At the same time, by circling around the main exhibition hall, visitors can tour all the galleries, avoiding the regret of missing out on any exhibition halls due to neglect or getting lost."

"The passages on the first and second floors are located on the inside and outside of the earthen building. When on the first floor, you can enjoy the view of the scenery in the middle of the earthen building, while on the second floor, you can overlook the surrounding park landscape. This allows you to appreciate the views on both the inside and outside at different times and avoid the fatigue caused by the same scenery."

"....Other buildings, we also incorporated other traditional Hai Dong architectural elements, such as swallowtail ridges, special brick and stone structures, etc., to showcase the rich and diverse characteristics of our traditional Hai Dong architecture...."

After finishing the main exhibition hall, Lin introduced other subsidiary buildings one after another. Some of them were designed by him, and some were the labor results of other employees of the firm. Among them, Cao Kai also designed a small building, which was later incorporated into the overall plan after being modified by Lin.

The entire report lasted for over an hour. The leaders nodded and interrupted with questions from time to time. When the presentation was finished, Lin looked at them and asked, "I wonder how the leaders would evaluate this proposal?"

The new book "The Villager as the Beginning in Various Realms" has been approved. Everyone is welcome to collect it. This book will continue to be written. There has to be an ending for everyone.
Chapter 556 Lin Sheng's New Plan

"The effect diagram is very shocking, far beyond our expectations! Although it is a traditional earthen building style, it presents a very modern visual impact. The combination of tradition and modernity is very ingenious! It's no wonder that Mr. Lin, who has repeatedly won awards abroad, came up with this plan!" The leaders were full of praise for this proposal.

"However, there are a few points that we still need to carefully verify. First of all, will the cost of such an advanced museum be too high? If it exceeds the budget, it will be problematic! Just from the design perspective, they don't have any major issues. They even seem eager for this project to be completed as soon as possible!"

Once this museum is built, it will definitely become one of the top provincial museums in the country. It will easily overshadow the Shaanxi History Museum, and even compared to the Palace Museum, apart from the historical significance, the architectural design of the two also has its own merits.

One is the culmination of ancient Chinese classical palace architecture, and the other is a masterpiece of traditional and modern integration. Such buildings, before they see the renderings, dare not even think about the effect.

“The museum is after all a witness to the history and culture of our Hai Dong province. It should be done well. Even if it costs a bit more, the province and the city can still manage to come up with it, if it doesn't exceed too much, say a couple of million more!” Before Lin Lou could respond, a leader took the initiative to speak.

The remark caught the attention of the architects from the provincial and city institutes, and they couldn't help but exchange skeptical glances. When we were working on the design proposal, you didn't say that at all. You kept emphasizing that the budget was tight and not a penny more could be added, even if it was just one cent. How come it has changed now?

Please look up at the large-scale renderings on the wall again. They have nothing more to say. Yes, if we can build such a building, it's definitely worth spending a little more money.

"No, even though a large number of modern construction techniques have been adopted, due to the continuous improvement in the production and construction levels of building materials in our country in recent years, the total cost has not exceeded the budget. Verifying the budget is a basic requirement, and Linlou will naturally take this into consideration."

"Even though construction technology is advancing, this type of building is something we have never done in Haidong province before. Can the provincial construction team handle it well?" The leader looked at the representative of the construction unit. This project is a key project of the province, and naturally should be entrusted to the most capable provincial construction company to complete.

"Um, well, we haven't seen the specific construction drawings yet, so it's hard to make a judgment at the moment. But as you said, there are many designs that we haven't encountered before, so we'll have to learn and work on the construction at the same time!" answered the engineer from the Provincial Construction Department, furrowing his brow. This project is also a huge challenge for them.

"It's okay. As far as I know, the Beijing Sixth Construction Company should have the ability to build this project." Lin is not familiar with the construction capabilities of Haidong Province, but he is very familiar with the Sixth Construction Company that he has collaborated with.

"Ling Gong, this is the museum of our Haidong province. Isn't it a bit inappropriate to hand it over to outsiders?" The engineer from the Provincial Construction Department thought that Ling was going to change the construction company, and was a little scared.

Although major decisions like this definitely need approval from the leaders at the provincial level, from the way they looked just now, it feels like as long as this project can be completed smoothly and early, they wouldn't mind changing the construction team. If Linlou were to say that only Building 6 can complete his design, they might actually agree!

"No no no, that's not what I meant. I want to say that after the project is confirmed and the construction drawings are completed, I will invite several experts from the Sixth Construction Division to come over. We'll have a meeting together to analyze each step and see what difficulties may arise in the construction process. If there are any new issues that we haven't encountered before, we can ask them for analysis and guidance."

Recently, Lin has introduced two projects to Liu in Europe. Liu owes him a lot of favors. How can they refuse to arrange for some engineers to come over and help with guidance?

"We've also heard that Liujian Company earns a large amount of foreign exchange for the country every year in foreign countries. Even Europeans give a thumbs up to their construction techniques. It would be great if Liujian's experts come over to help!" Upon hearing that Linlou was not going to replace anyone, but rather bring in a few consultants to help, the engineer from the Provincial Construction Department immediately heaved a sigh of relief.

They are even considering it. Nowadays, construction companies all over the country are jealous of the Sixth Construction Company earning US dollars abroad. If we could learn some skills from them and establish a good relationship with the forestry worker, could we also have the opportunity to work on projects abroad?

Mr. Lin, you can rest assured. As long as the experts from the Sixth Construction Bureau are willing to come, we will definitely take good care of the teachers, study diligently, and strive to learn all the necessary construction techniques for building this museum as soon as possible! He is even considering how to finalize this matter as soon as possible.

Oh, Lin Gong lives in the Yunsong Hotel. It's not easy to find him there with all the coming and going. But his parents are in Nanjiang City. I'll ask around at work and see if anyone can help us. Then we can visit his parents' home to get to know them better. It might help improve our relationship. It'll give us something to talk about the next time we meet.

They are willing to invite experts from the Sixth Construction to help, which is great for our unit. Learning these skills will help us to get more projects. Now the construction units are also paying attention to the market economy, unlike before when projects were decided by superiors. In the future, we will definitely have to participate in bidding.

By then, it will be a competition of whose skills are better, whose equipment is more advanced. By mastering these skills in advance, you will not be afraid of competition in the future and will also have the opportunity to compete in projects abroad. We must take good care of Lin's work.

"Liu Jian is currently the leader in the field of construction in our country. It would be very helpful for us to invite their experts to help, as it would greatly enhance the construction technology in our Haidong province. Comrade Xiaolin, I entrust this matter to you. Feel free to ask for any support needed from the province!" The leader was also very pleased.

In this way, not only can we complete the construction of the Provincial Museum, but we can also promote the improvement of construction standards in the province. It's a win-win situation, and there's no reason not to support it.

"If necessary, I will definitely ask the provincial government for help. Asking the Sixth Construction Bureau to send people, that's just a matter of one sentence. If they can't solve it either, I can also use some connections to invite foreign engineers to guide us, from Japan, the United States, or Europe. In that case, the expenses might be higher, and they will definitely require foreign exchange!"

By looking at the relationship between Kisho Kurokawa and Arata Isozaki, you can find Japanese engineers. By referring to Alvar Aalto and Gottfried Böhm, you can find European engineers. As for American engineers, you can seek out I.M. Pei or Frank Lloyd Wright.

"Being able to learn advanced technology from abroad is definitely worth spending some foreign exchange! Most of the time, we are just stumbling in the dark!" Upon hearing this, the leaders became even more delighted. With the deepening of reform and opening up, these senior leaders gradually realized the importance of technology. It would be great to be able to invite foreign experts to come over.

"Even if this project doesn't currently require it, Comrade Xiao Lin can still invite some foreign experts to come and provide training for the province's construction units. Although the province is still very tight on foreign exchange, this money should still be spent!" Some leaders have already started thinking about it, if we can invite a few more experts over, that would also be a significant political achievement."

"Okay, I'll go back and get in touch first to see their quote, and then organize and hand it over to everyone!" This is also a good thing, it's worth the effort, after all, the construction technology level in China still has a certain gap compared to foreign countries, far from the invincible infrastructure giant in the future.

"It's getting off track. It's late now, so let's end the meeting here today. Since both the cost and construction are not issues, let's quickly discuss Comrade Xiao Lin's plan in the upcoming meeting and strive to have a result as soon as possible." Several leaders were very satisfied with the meeting, and after it ended, they shook hands and bid farewell to Mr. Lin one by one.

"If Comrade Xiao Lin is not busy, there is no need to hurry back. Stay here for a few more days so you can spend more time with your family. We will give you a response as soon as possible!" They even expressed a clear attitude, informing Lin that the result will not be too long.

The meeting is over, and Lin and his team are temporarily free for the time being. However, they are not idle, but continue to inspect the local traditional architecture in and around Nanjiang City to refine the details of their plan.

During the day, Lin accompanies them for the investigation, but at night, he goes straight back home to eat the local dishes prepared by Jiang Yunying and chat with them about recent events.

"Yesterday, someone from the Provincial Construction Department came to see me. They were looking for an old friend of mine from years ago. I didn't feel right about interfering, but in the future, if you encounter any issues, handle them as you normally would. I can handle this small matter." Lin Shengbin said that the person from the Provincial Construction Department did indeed come, and they managed to find their contact."

Nanjiang City is said to be quite big, but since working within the system and having the support of such a large organization, it's still relatively easy to build connections.

"It's okay, I promised to bring in some experts to provide training and guidance for them before. This is their way of thanking me. You can keep it!" It's just like when Lin helped to solve the problems for the paper mill at the beginning, they wanted to give something in return, nothing to be hesitant about.

"That's fine, but don't feel hesitant. If there are any issues during the construction of the project in the future, you should speak up. This concerns the reputation of our Nanjiang City and even the entire Haidong Province. It would be a serious matter if any problems arise!" Lin Shengbin reminded, as this is the most concerning matter for parents, fearing that their children might make mistakes."

"I will definitely not be careless about this issue. If there are problems with the building, it will affect my career. In this regard, anyone else would be of no use!" Lin Lou assured.

"Alright, alright, Xiaolou is already married, and has done so many projects both domestically and internationally. How can he not understand such a small matter? Stop talking about work all day long at home!" Jiang Yunying sounded a little impatient.

She was more concerned about another issue. "I said Xiaolou, why did you come back alone? Why didn't you bring Bingbing? Last time, when we both went home, your grandparents were still talking about it!"

"Doesn't she have to go to work? But she said she'll come over on the weekend. By then, we can all go back to our hometown together and visit our grandparents!" Lin Lou felt a little jealous as he noticed that Jiang Yunying seemed to care more for Bingbing than she did for him.

This week, from time to time, some leaders would ask Lin to go over and chat. Occasionally, they would also ask him to reiterate certain issues in the plan at the meeting. By the weekend, the issues were almost resolved. "When Monday comes, we will have the final discussion on your plan. If there are no major disagreements, we should be able to reach a conclusion!"

"During this period of time, you've been working hard too. Take a good rest and relax over the weekend!" The leader's words made Lin feel relieved, it seems that the chances of passing are still very high.

On Saturday, Bing Bing didn't have class, so she came over in advance on Friday afternoon to rest at home for one night. The next day, Lin Sheng drove the tile factory's car over to pick them up and take them back to their hometown.

On the way, Lin Sheng talked to Lin Lou about the recent work. The tile factory has been completed and put into production, and everything is going smoothly. Nowadays, there is a great demand for tiles in the market, and the products have been fully booked by various people before they even go offline. The orders are all scheduled for next year.

Although the tile factory is developing well, Linlou seems to vaguely sense that Linsheng's mood may not be as smooth as he appears, perhaps there is something on his mind.

Back in Qianhu Village, Lin Sheng escorted them to the house and then left. Grandpa and Grandma were very happy to see Yu Bingbing. Grandma held Yu Bingbing's hand and talked for a long time, while Grandpa also inquired about his recent work and life, keeping Lin bound up and unable to dwell on these matters. He chatted with Grandpa instead.

The next day, more and more guests arrived at the house. Nowadays, many people from Qianhu Village work at the tile factory, and their living conditions have improved a lot. This is all thanks to Linlou. Linlou usually stays in Beijing, so they cannot reach him. Now that he has finally come home, they naturally want to express their gratitude to him.

They may bring rare seafood or carefully made pastries, which may not be considered expensive at the moment, but they are also a heartfelt gesture.

Lin Lou didn't receive the gift for nothing. He had already anticipated this situation before he came back. After accepting the gift, he must give something in return. After all, they are relatives, and it's not good to take things for nothing.

By the time the afternoon arrived with fewer people around, Lin Sheng finally came. He also brought some things with him. After chatting for a while, he suddenly fell silent.

Linlou waited quietly, then Linsheng looked up with a hint of embarrassment and said, "Xiaolou, if it weren't for you, my family wouldn't be living such a good life now..."

"Let's speak frankly, beating around the bush will make us feel awkward as brothers. Besides, you earn more money because of your good performance at work, it's what you deserve!" Lin patted his shoulder and said.

"...I... don't know if once people have some money, they start to get sick. In theory, my current job is pretty good, but recently I've been feeling a bit uncomfortable and wanting to do something else!"
Chapter 557 Little Trinkets

"Do you want to go out and make a name for yourself? That's a good thing!" Linlou is very supportive of the fact that the Lin family is brave enough to go out and start a career on their own. "You've been running around outside for so many years, and you have enough experience. As long as you find a suitable project and work steadily, there shouldn't be any major problems. You will definitely succeed."

Linlou knows Linsheng's character very well. He is quick-witted, eloquent, and fair-minded. It's hard for ordinary people to deceive him, and he is also loyal, willing to share benefits with his partners. Such a person is best suited for business.

"Xiao Louge... I feel a bit embarrassed talking about these things now that you and Manager Chen value me so much! Yeah, back then he was still farming in the village. If it wasn't for Linlou's help and Chen Dejiang's guidance, he wouldn't be where he is today. The company needs people at the moment, but he feels a bit guilty about going out on his own."

"What's there to be sorry about? You've done your work well, and it's only natural for people to seek opportunities for advancement. Linlou didn't intend to restrain talents under his control. Plus, the talent training systems in these factories have been quite sound in recent years, and there has been a continuous flow of talents."

Even if Lin Sheng is a senior member of the company, and his workload is quite important, at most there might be some minor issues after the handover, but once everything is familiar and running smoothly, it will be adapted to. A healthy company will never collapse because of one person leaving.

"Or tell me what you want to do? Let me see if I can give you some advice." From Lin Lou's understanding of Lin Sheng, he would definitely not come out to start a tile factory and compete with his former employer for business. He wouldn't dare to do such a thing.

So it is definitely in other projects. Rushing into a new field will encounter many problems. Linlou does not want his little brother to suffer.

"My family used to grow tea leaves. The other day when I went to my uncle's house for dinner, I heard him saying that you added a special exhibition hall for Haixi tea culture when designing the Provincial Museum. I thought, Xiao Lou, you never miss any good opportunities. Since you believe that our Haixi tea has potential, I'm going to take over the tea plantation and grow tea myself. Then I'll open a tea house to sell tea, and I'm sure it will make money!"

Lin Sheng is a wise person. He carefully selects projects to undertake. His family has the skills for growing and processing tea, and according to Lin's judgment, the tea industry has a prosperous future. Therefore, choosing to manage a tea garden, process tea, and sell tea is a good choice.

"This industry has a promising future!" By 2010, the planting area of tea in China had exceeded 2 million hectares, which is over 30 million mu, with a yield of around 1.35 million tons. The top producing regions were Haidong, Yunnan ranking second, and Zhejiang coming in third.

By the time Linlou crossed over, these figures had changed again. The tea output approached three million tons, with an annual output value exceeding 200 billion yuan, and Haidong Province still ranked first.

At this time, Lin Sheng's investment in the tea industry may not bring immediate wealth like other trendy industries, but it is advantageous due to its stability. With dedicated efforts, there is still a good chance of becoming a millionaire in the future.

"Yeah, I also feel promising. Now I go out to talk business with people, although we still drink more often, but giving them a few packs of good tea makes them happy! The packaging of tea leaves is too simple now, and most people don't understand what good tea is. I plan to open a tea factory, select good tea leaves, do good packaging, and launch a gift tea first."

Lin Sheng enthusiastically shared his plan with Lin Lou, “Once the samples are ready, I will approach the business partners I have saved up over the years. They've all grown their businesses and often engage in social interactions. It's suitable to gift them high-grade tea, and if they like it, they may continue consuming it, paving the way for my business!”

Although these routines are relatively simple, they are indeed feasible. Lin Sheng can produce good tea and find a market, so this business can continue.

How about your product is called "Xiao Guan Tea"? Lin Lou muttered in his heart, of course, it was just a mutter, but the current economic situation was not yet ready to launch Xiao Guan Tea.

However, some routines are still worth learning. "Your ideas are good, but not comprehensive enough. How do you plan to solve the technical issues? If you only want to open a small teahouse, your family's skills are sufficient, but if you want to expand and strengthen the business, they are not enough."

"I haven't decided yet, but I plan to visit the agricultural school in Haidong province after the tea garden and tea house are in place. I want to see if I can find a researcher to collaborate with, as well as some experienced teachers from state-owned tea factories. It's a pity that these skilled individuals are now idle at home when they could be passing on their expertise to the next generation. I could also invite them to join us!"

These are the methods that Linlou used to advise Chendejiang when he set up the tile factory. Linsheng has also learned them, "Well, these methods are all good, but still not enough!"

"Although tea originated in China, in terms of industrial production of tea, it has long been surpassed by the West, especially the United Kingdom and the United States. Today, the industrial production technology of tea used domestically in China still lags behind that of the UK and the US. When the factory scale is relatively small at the beginning, you may not pay attention to these aspects, but if you want to grow and strengthen, you must find ways to learn from their technology."

The shortcomings of this link were also addressed in the future, and the Chinese tea industry has basically formed a complete industrial chain, integrating upstream, midstream, and downstream resources, while focusing on technological development, improving the quality of tea planting and production, developing all-round sales channels, and forming an integrated full industrial chain from scientific research planting, technical production, to sales.

In the development of new technology, more than half of the new technologies born every year now account for a majority globally. However, there is still no outstanding performance in brand positioning, image building, brand marketing, and experiential consumption.

The domestic market is still doing fairly well, but in the international market, companies like Unilever, Tata, Ito En, and Nestle still dominate and have a large share of the overseas market.

"But it's a bit early to talk about these things. Your current idea is good, just follow your plan. If you don't have enough money, come to me after you have prepared the business plan. I can lend you money or invest in your business, it's all fine." These matters are still a bit distant for now. What Lin Sheng needs most right now is funding, right?"

"If Brother Xiaolou doesn't look down on my stupidity, I shamelessly ask to share in your success and become a major shareholder!" Lin Sheng clearly saw that although borrowing money would give him full control of the company, Xiaolou would not be as dedicated to the tea company.

How much advantage did Chen Dejiang get after Linlou entered the stock? If it was up to him alone, I reckon he'd still be burning red bricks in the village, never expecting to be able to produce porcelain tiles. The technology required for porcelain tiles is not something he could handle! Moreover, afterwards Linlou also helped to connect with several research institutes to jointly develop new technologies, which are resources that he doesn't possess.

Although Lin Lou is not in the tea business, it's much more convenient for him to have a conversation with someone compared to Lin Sheng, who hasn't studied for a few years, as a teacher from Tsinghua University went to the Tea Technology Research Institute of Haidong Province to discuss something.

And Linlou has added a tea culture exhibition hall to the Museum of Haidong Province, which is a great benefactor to the tea industry practitioners in the whole province. When people go to that research institute, they must be well received.

Not to mention that Linlou has so many overseas connections. Whether it is introducing technology or importing equipment, it is much more convenient than doing it by himself. Not to mention whether he can get foreign exchange, even if he can, where can he find someone to buy it?

"I've completed the plan and everything; this time, I just want you, Brother Xiaolou, to review it for me." Lin Sheng handed a stack of documents to Linlou. He never stopped learning and had made rapid progress in his years at work. At least the plans and reports were written in a decent manner.

Lin read through it and found everything clearly stated: How much money is needed to contract the tea garden, what procedures are needed to be done; how to recruit staff and organize production after contracting; how to prevent nearby people from causing damage; how to open a tea factory, what equipment is needed and where to find technical personnel; where to build the tea house, and how to train sales personnel... Everything is clearly written.

Even the teahouse design has been figured out. He didn't want to bother Lin with this matter, so he found a local designer to work on it. This designer had prior experience with a teahouse project for a certain hotel, and the work turned out to be quite decent.

"You've done a very meticulous job, it's evident that you are well-prepared! However, I'm not very familiar with the tea industry, so I'll probably need to consult someone else before making a decision. I believe there won't be any major issues!" Lin expressed satisfaction.

"During this time, talk to Mr. Chen first, then discuss with him to find someone to replace you. After finding a replacement, hand over the work to them and then you can focus on your own matters! As for the money you want to invest, make a decision after consulting with someone. Although Lin Sheng trusts Lin Lou, it's better to be cautious in such matters."

This is good for both him and himself. If there are indeed problems in the plan, Linlou will only lose a small amount, but Linsong may take several years to recover. The plan listed his investment amount, and Linlou estimated that he put all the money he earned in these years into it.

"I am reassured by your words. I will call Director Chen tomorrow and discuss it with him. I will make sure to select the right candidate!" Lin Sheng has already decided that the replacement should be chosen from those who have previously left the village. This is not favoritism, but rather because they have worked at the factory for the longest time and are most familiar with the situation there.

And after he left, we still need to find a trustworthy person to keep an eye on Linlou. Even though Chen Dejiang doesn't have any plans now, we can't give him a chance to make a mistake in the future.

The provincial government had a meeting on Monday and approved the plan for the 林楼 building. There are only a few minor issues that need to be modified, and then they sent the first design fee over. 林楼 will also go back to work on the next phase of the plan.

Before leaving, Lin invited several tea experts to discuss the matter. He showed them Lin's plan and received fairly positive feedback, although there was a small issue that needed to be addressed.

"The tea business, whether easy or difficult, is truly not easy to do! First, you need to establish your reputation before people will come to buy tea. Otherwise, relying solely on a few individual customers cannot sustain such a large tea garden and teahouse!"

"Yes, it's best to invite one or two tea connoisseurs who are familiar with the tea masters to sit in. This way, when people hear that your tea was roasted by a certain tea master, they will have more confidence and feel that your tea must be good. Then they can buy some to try, and as long as the flavor satisfies them, they will continue to purchase."

"Also, although the surroundings of your tea house are nice, the location is a bit remote, making it difficult for people to find. If you don't promote it well, it could be troublesome!"

Regarding the first point, Lin Sheng has already been working on it; as for the second point, Lin doesn't think there's any problem. On one hand, it's costly and troublesome to relocate the teahouse to a better place. On the other hand, this location will become a bustling area in Nancheng City in the future, it's just slightly off now, but it will be fine in a few years.

However, their words also reminded Linlou that although this place will be bustling in the future, it is indeed quite troublesome to attract customers at the moment. There must be a gimmick to succeed.

It seems a bit inappropriate to advertise or distribute flyers. So, are there any other ways to create a buzz in Nanjiang City? Linlou pondered earnestly.

Got it. Soon he came up with an idea. I'm an architect after all, so naturally I should solve this problem with the means of an architect. Just make some slight changes to the design of the teahouse, and it will catch the attention of all the tea drinkers in Nanjiang City. The teahouse won't have to worry at all about how to attract customers in the future.

Although this is just a small trick and can be easily imitated, at least for now, no one has done it yet. As long as the teahouse can have a good opening, with Lin Sheng's methods, they will definitely be able to take care of the following business.

After discussing with these experts, Linlou told Linsheng about their conversation and said, "You don't need to worry about the location issue. I will make some minor changes to the design. It just so happens that you are going to Beijing to discuss with Lao Chen next month, right? You can come and take a look then!"

Lín Shèng didn't quite understand how to attract more tea customers through design changes, but out of trust in Lín Lóu, he agreed without hesitation.

After returning, Linlou began the next step of work at the Museum of Haicang Province, by making modifications based on the conceptual draft, and then producing a more detailed preliminary plan.

At the same time, he did not forget about Lin Sheng's matter. After finishing the drawings, he instructed the staff of the firm's model department to start making a small-scale model to help Lin Sheng better understand.

At the agreed time, Lin Sheng came to Beijing from Nanjiang City. He first chatted with Chen Dejiang, and after discussing and confirming the replacement candidate, they arrived at Lin's building together.

As soon as he entered the courtyard, Lin Sheng was attracted by a little something, "This thing is quite interesting!"
Chapter 558 Suspended Teapot

Compared to the last visit, there is now a teapot hanging over the central pool in the quadrangle. The teapot appears to be suspended in mid-air with no visible support between it and the ground. Water is flowing out of the spout and into the teacups below. Lin Sheng stood and watched for a while, but the water in the teapot never ran out.

"What is the reason for this?" Chen Dejiang scratched his head, circled around the suspended teapot for a long time, but couldn't figure out what kind of method could make the teapot float in mid-air.

"Could this be the use of qigong?" Nowadays, qigong has gained some traction, and many people have started practicing it in the parks. Chen Dejiang habitually regards this kind of miraculous phenomenon as a result of qigong.

"Don't believe in that stuff, it's all just deceiving people! It's not worth a penny!" Linlou walked over and reached out, pressed into the teacup, and the teapot stopped pouring water.

Everyone can easily understand it. There is a transparent plastic pillar between the spout of the teapot and the tea cup, and the teapot is suspended in the air by this pillar.

Then press the button again, and the spout of the teapot begins to pour water. Because the column is transparent, once the water is sprayed out, it is quickly concealed, and the column cannot be seen at all, giving the illusion that the teapot is hanging in mid-air.

This is actually an optical illusion. There is a water pump inside the teapot connected to the lake, so the water in the teapot can flow continuously. The flow of water makes the cylindrical device that connects the spout to the ground even less noticeable.

This kind of device can be seen in many scenic spots in the future, such as the Tianmu Lake Service Area in Wuxi, Shuanggui Tea Factory in Liangping, Chongqing, and the Camellia Scenic Area in Qingdao. Many places with abundant tea production use this method to attract tourists' attention and have achieved good results. It's just that at present, no one has thought of this creativity.

So Linlou was quoted to come over, pointing to the suspended teapot and saying, "There's a pretty large space at the entrance of your tea house. We can do something similar there, we can build a water pool, put a larger version of the suspended teapot in the middle of the pool, and surround it with barriers during construction so outsiders can't see. Once it's done, we can have a big reveal!"

"All the people in Quannanjiang City must come and witness this spectacle. This is too amazing!" Lin Sheng couldn't help but applaud. The teapot, tea cups, and teahouse matched perfectly, and with such a magical phenomenon, there would definitely be a lot of people coming to see the excitement after the teahouse opened. Tea lovers in Nanjiang City would also know about this news."

They come to see the excitement, and many people will surely go upstairs to taste their tea. As long as the tea tastes good, with the combination of gift teas, Linsheng feels that the tea produced from the tea garden he has taken over might not be enough to sell in a year!

"Today this is just a model, I'll make a bigger one for you when the time comes! Then I'll send someone over to help with the installation! This way, we can keep it a secret for a while longer, so no one will copy it right away! Anyway, it will take some time for the teahouse to open, at the soonest it will be next year, Linlou has plenty of time."

Moreover, though this thing seems simple and almost within reach, that last barrier is not easily breached. Even if someone goes to the scene to take a look, it's not easy to figure out the ins and outs of it.

But how exactly should we adjust the center of gravity of the teapot? What kind of plastic should be used for the support pillars, and what model of water pump should be used? These all need to be slowly explored. Fortunately, there are many talented people in Linlou, and everyone gathered together to discuss and quickly came up with a suitable solution.

If you were to move to another place, you wouldn't be able to gather so many high-level talents! They must have broken several teapots to produce such amazing results!

And it's not enough to just have a well-made hanging teapot! Because the teapot and teacups are always in contact with water, if the material is not chosen properly, it will be prone to moss growth. Over time, the water poured from the teapot will turn green, which looks unappealing and not only fails to attract customers but also scares them away.

In the future, the suspended tea pot in the Taichang Tea Factory in Shuanggui Street, Liangping, encountered a problem where the water poured out turned green due to the growth of algae. This sparked ridicule from netizens, and someone even wrote a poem for them: "From a distance it looks like a flying lump, up close it's like a night pot pouring into a dung pit. The lifelike resemblance is truly amazing, with a lingering scent at the tip of the nose."

But the tea factory was upset, while Linlou chose a material that is not easy to grow moss, which can make this suspended teapot last longer without this problem occurring in the short term.

In a few years, Lin Sheng probably won't need to rely on these methods to attract customers anymore. His teahouse will have established a reputation and won't need to rely on these small tricks to attract people.

The original plan for this prop was to be used in the landscape area of the provincial museum to showcase the tea culture of Haidong Province. However, upon further consideration, it was deemed incompatible with the overall style of the museum, so it was sold at a discount to Lin Sheng.

"This thing is indeed quite interesting. If I were in Nanjiang City and heard about this, I would definitely go have a look!" Chen Dejiang also figured out the essence of it and thought that using the suspended teapot for promotion was indeed a good idea.

"I feel even more relieved now! Xiao Lou, you have so many solutions!" Lin Sheng felt even more certain that bringing Lin Lou in as a shareholder was the right decision. If he had just borrowed money, he might not have come up with such good ideas!

After watching the hanging teapot, everyone went inside to chat. Lin Sheng and Chen Dejiang had already discussed and agreed on the candidates to take over, and they selected three people to report to Lin Lou. Lin Lou chose two among them to take on part of Lin Sheng's work. Once Lin Sheng brings them out, they can go and focus on their own careers.

"Teacher Lin, do you think I can also get involved in this?" Then, Chen Dejiang also wanted to bask in the limelight of Lin Lou. Originally, he thought that Lin Sheng's idea of gift tea was very promising. Now, seeing the suspended tea pot, he has even more confidence in this project.

"You'll have to ask Xiaosheng about this, he's in charge of it! It's just a small matter, whether he's involved or not, it doesn't have much impact on Linlou. Even if Linsheng can grow this tea factory to a future annual sales of several billion, it's just a small business for Linlou, definitely not comparable to companies like Oracle and Cisco."

Jianlin did not express any objections, and Lin Sheng also agreed, "If Brother Chen is willing to help, I will definitely be happy. When the first batch of tea is ready, I will need Brother Chen's help to promote it!"

Since the tile factory in Haidong Province began preparations, he has always been staying in the south, while Chen Dejiang is responsible for the tile factory and special cement projects in the north. His connections in the northern region are much broader, and investing in them will definitely make it easier to promote their own tea to the northern market. Lin Sheng's calculations are still very shrewd.

Three people calculated a bill, each contributed money, divided the shares, signed a contract, and settled the matter. Lin Sheng started the preliminary preparations while handing over the work, and Chen Dejiang also joined him in being busy for a while.

Lin Lou appointed himself as the absentee shopkeeper, leaving the task to the two of them to handle, and continued to be busy with his own affairs. Soon, the preliminary plan for the Haidong Province Museum was completed. After a few meetings and making some minor adjustments, it was smoothly approved and moved on to the next stage to prepare for the construction blueprint.

At this stage, he doesn't need to do any more specific work. Cao Kai and others will take care of the busy work, and he just needs to inspect the results.

By this time, Cao Kai should have graduated. Linlou sought help for him, and Tianjin University was very happy for him to continue to work on projects with Linlou. They helped to handle some administrative issues so that Cao Kai could still stay in Linlou's office, without having to worry about the graduate entrance examination.

Tian Da really doesn't want Cao Kai to study postgraduate at Tsinghua. If he gets admitted, Cao Kai will become successful in the future, and the two schools will have conflicts again. It's better to go through a bit of trouble to ensure that Cao Kai won't be lured away by other schools, so that he will truly be a graduate of Tian Da in the future.

Anyway, architecture design relies more on accumulation. Even someone like Tadao Ando, who did not receive formal training, can become a master. Whether Cao Kai pursues graduate studies or not is not very important.

As for Linlou, his doctoral degree is almost completed. He had agreed to complete his master's and doctoral degrees within three years, and he presented the Museums of Haidong Province as his doctoral graduation project. How could the school not approve it?

He pursued this degree not for the sake of architectural design, but with the aim of attaining the title of professor. With a doctoral degree, becoming a professor will no longer be a barrier, allowing him to continue working on projects while nurturing talents and cultivating more outstanding architects within the country.

Soon, it's almost Chinese New Year again. The construction drawings of the Haidong Provincial Museum project have been completed and approved, and they have started to demolish the old museum, preparing to level the land and start construction according to their plans.

Lin Qiao, John Walker, Avril Green, Mike Riddell, and others once again gathered in the courtyard of Lin's building to discuss their plans for tomorrow. Leonard Posack and Sandy Lerner also joined them, as Cisco Corporation was developing smoothly and they needed to discuss next year's plans with Lin as well.

Through some details, Lin can tell that although now he is making money, John Walker is not as happy as before. As the company's output expands, the impact of capital on Outek Corporation becomes more and more serious, which makes it less free for him to do what he wants.

He is still a pure technician, unswayed by his growing wealth. No wonder he would choose to leave Autodesk in the future and retire to Switzerland! However, with Linlou and Linqiao on his side, it seems that his situation is much better than in the original history. I suppose the time for retirement will also be postponed?

If there's really a day when he chooses to leave Outek Company and retire to Switzerland, then I will design a unique house for him to enjoy a quiet secluded life!

Compared to John Walk, Leonard Posack and Sandy Lina are much more excited. They have not yet felt the terror of capital and are still immersed in the joy of the company's rapid development.

Who could have known that they would eventually divorce over Cisco, and that Leonard Bosack would also leave the company he co-founded, just like John Walker?

The development plans for the next year were discussed with the two companies, and then John Walker, Leonard Posner, and others returned to the United States after spending two days sightseeing in Beijing.

"Sigh, when I went abroad, I thought everything in the United States was great. But later on, I gradually discovered that the United States has its own share of problems! Not to mention John and the others, I'm starting to feel uncomfortable now!" Lin Qiao also felt the pressure.

"Persist for a few more years. The domestic environment has been getting more relaxed in recent years. When the conditions are right, come back! Continue to start a business in the country and develop our own software as Chinese people!" It's still a bit early now, and the conditions in all aspects are not quite ready.

After a few years, both Outek and Cisco will continue to develop and attract the attention of major capital. It's not easy for someone to make money from Americans and still live as freely as Zhuang Jihua does.

Please come back after you have dealt with the shares. Then, settle down and do something practical. Lin Qiao is also like John Walker, more interested in technical matters, so I believe this job is more in line with his interests.

"Yes, that's what I was thinking too! By the way, I have brought back the money from the side of Xiangjiang. How should we donate it?" The 80 million donation for the preparation of the Asian Games venues has also arrived.

"It's better not to let too many people know about this matter. Let's still let Ye Rongtian and the others go over and make the donation in the name of the foundation. However, I can take you to see a few people to let them know in advance. Since we will come back in the future, it's good to establish some relationships in advance for future convenience."

Linlou took Linqiao to meet several leaders he had taught before, and expressed his desire to contribute to the Asian Games. These leaders had more extensive sources of information than ordinary people, and even knew some of the situation of Linqiao and Linlou. They held certain expectations for them, and seeing that they still cared so much about their motherland, these leaders were very happy.

Leaders also expressed understanding towards their desire to not reveal their identities, and instructed that their names not be mentioned in the publicity, but the bond of friendship was acknowledged.

"Xiao Lin, in the future when you return to China, you can come directly to us for anything!" Even the leader promised that eighty million might not be much in the future, and it might not be a large amount for them now, but this is a personal donation to the country. Apart from Mr. Huo, it's only the two of them.

And Lin Qiao is engaged in the high-tech industry, with both technology and capital. If he is willing to come back in the future, he will definitely play a significant role in promoting related industries in the country. Therefore, they have high expectations for Lin Qiao.

With this statement, things will basically be stable in the future. After Lin Qiao comes back, it is certain that she will be given full support, even to the point of benefiting from today's events. Lin Lou thought to himself.
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In the subsequent media reports, sure enough, there was no mention of Linlou and Linqiao's names. Featured on the front page of the newspaper was a photo of Ye Rongtian shaking hands with a senior leader, along with the name of the Shuangmu Foundation.

This has also made it convenient for Ye Rongtian and the others to work. In the past, when they went to donate and build schools in various places, although the local authorities valued it, the top leaders would not make an appearance. But this time it's different. Wherever they go, no matter how busy the local leaders are, they always take the time to chat with Ye Rongtian and the others.

Inquire about what areas they need support in. All procedures will be expedited, and those who previously had ideas about the project dare not make a move. This is a person who has direct access to the senior leadership, which has accelerated the school's approval and construction work. Yè Róngtiān finalized three projects before the arrival of the Spring Festival.

Other people have also actively sought out them for collaboration. However, this time they won't be able to meet Ye Rongtian temporarily as he has already boarded a plane to go to Heidong Province for new project negotiations.

He reached a cooperation agreement with Haidong Province and started donating to build new schools in the impoverished mountainous areas of Haidong. On the one hand, Haidong Province is the hometown of Linlou and Linqiao, so naturally there is a deeper emotional connection, and it wouldn't make sense to donate to the southwest region but not to their own hometown.

On the other hand, although the news media did not report it, some high-level leaders still vaguely know some information, and the same goes for Haidong Province, so we should do something for our hometown.

After the agreement was reached, the province was very happy. Linlou first helped them design such a beautiful museum and solved the problem of many poor students entering school. They naturally want to repay the favor, but the Lin brothers, one in Beijing and the other abroad, don't know how to reward them even if they want to.

So the good deed fell on Lin Shengbin's head. The province took a look at his resume, and wow, his work is pretty good. Not only does he complete his job very well, but he also actively expands the market, selling bicycles from our province to Africa. A comrade like him surely deserves to be promoted.

So, just before the Spring Festival, Lin Shengbin received a notice from his superiors promoting him to a higher position. Lin Shengbin was a bit puzzled, thinking to himself, "I was just promoted not long ago. I haven't even had time to think about it. How come I'm being promoted again?"

Finally, after inquiring for a long time, Lin Shengbin found out that his promotion was all because of his own child. This made Lin Shengbin feel a bit at a loss for words. Others all rely on their fathers to pave the way for their children, to help promote them. But in my case, it's completely the opposite. I ended up enjoying the convenience brought by my child and gaining promotion. How can this be justified?

Lin Shengbin encountered something good here. The same goes for Linlou. The day before he was about to take a plane back to Nanjiang City, he received a call from Alphons. "Lin, I heard that the most important Chinese festival, the Spring Festival, is coming soon. I happen to have a special gift here, I believe you will be happy to see it!"

“What kind of gift is it?” It seems that Alfonso is determined to hold onto his own thigh tightly, otherwise he wouldn't pay attention to such details.

"Haha, gifts like these lose their meaning if you announce them in advance. I've already had Bernard deliver it to you! He will arrive at your hometown with the gift! Wishing you and your family a happy holiday!"

"Do we really need to go to such lengths? It seems like sending it internationally would be the same!" It's too much trouble to have someone fly from France to Hong Kong and then from Hong Kong to Nanjiang City just to deliver a package, isn't it?"

"No, no, no, the gift should be delivered at the right time. It's too slow to send it through international mail. You might not receive it even after the holiday is over, which would be meaningless. Plus, Bernard is also very interested in traditional Chinese architecture, and he can take this opportunity to take a break. In fact, he applied for this job himself!" Alphonse explained.

"Okay, thank you very much for the gift, I will take good care of Bernard!" Since this is the case, Linlou no longer refuses and patiently waits for the gift to arrive.

Shortly after returning to Nanjiang City, Bernard arrived as scheduled. He was picked up at the airport and taken to Yunsong Hotel for check-in. Then he presented the gift from Alphons to Linlou.

Bernard took out a thick stack of magazines from his bag and said, "The latest issue of National Geographic magazine. They rated the airport in Latvia as the most beautiful airport in Europe! I think this gift will definitely make you happy!"

"Is this part of the national tourism promotion plan of Latvia?" Linlou couldn't believe that National Geographic would give him such a high profile for no reason.

"No, no, no, Latvia does have a plan to promote its own tourism resources, but they only invited media reporters and did not restrict their articles. Your and Mr. Pavald's work has impressed the reporters from National Geographic magazine, and these articles were written spontaneously by them!" Bernard hurriedly explained.

It was just a bit awkward when talking about Linlou and Mr. Pavard, he was fully involved in this project and well aware of the majority of the creative ideas, especially the white tent and the snow mountain style waiting hall, both of which were designed by Linlou. He and Alphans only did some minor work on the details.

"National Geographic" magazine, although not an architectural journal, has had a greater impact on the public than all architectural journals combined since its founding in 1888. It is now the world's most widely recognized magazine, symbolizing authority, scientificity, and quasi-official status in the eyes of most readers. It is more like an encyclopedia than just a magazine.

Lin took the magazine and looked at the cover. Bernard felt even more embarrassed when he saw the white departure hall of the upcoming Riga Capital International Airport on the cover, which echoed the distant snow-capped Alps, with clear words next to it - "The most beautiful airport in Europe - the genius design of a Chinese architect"!

The journalist obviously knew about the construction process of the Riga International Airport project, so he didn't mention Alphans's name at all, which made Bernard a little disappointed. But thinking about it, it was normal. Although his architectural firm, Alphans-Pavald, was mentioned in the design book, the creativity actually came from Linlou. The journalist's statement was not entirely incorrect.

If it were a less open-minded architect, he might end up in a lawsuit with National Geographic magazine. But Alphonse still hopes to continue working with Linlou and win more projects! Although his share of the profits is gradually decreasing, it is much better than before. So after reading this article, he just felt a little frustrated and quickly decided to treat it as a gift for Linlou.

Opening the text, I saw the journalist lavishing praise on the design of the Linlou, "This is not a Latvian nomadic tent, but an airport terminal. A young Chinese architectural genius has combined the traditional Latvian tent with modern technology, presenting to this recently burgeoning country the most beautiful airport in all of Europe!"

"When I first saw this airport from the air while flying, I was amazed. The white tent-like roof and the nearby snow-capped peaks of the Alps complement each other, presenting a beautiful scenery."

"When I landed, it happened to be sunset, with the sunlight shining on the white roof, casting a faint golden hue over the waiting hall. Unfortunately, my camera was still in the overhead compartment at that time, so I didn't have time to take it out. Because of this, I had to deliberately choose an afternoon flight to leave Latvia in order to capture such a beautiful scenery again!"

Below is a colorful picture, capturing the international airport of the capital of Latvia under the setting sun. In this aerial photograph, the airport terminal below and the distant snow-capped peaks of the Alps are both bathed in a soft golden hue. The photographer's superior skills and well-chosen angle and timing fully showcase the allure of this building.

The airport terminal and the snow-capped peaks of the Alps look like twin brothers, shining in the picture and presenting a special charm.

"It is worth noting that this terminal also uses advanced technological achievements. The woven glass fiber fabric can reflect most of the sunlight, but still allows natural light to fill the airport interior, saving electricity consumption. The airport provides power for daily operations through its huge solar panels!"

"The airport is not only beautiful, but also environmentally friendly!" The trend of environmental protection is receiving more and more attention, and journalists from National Geographic magazine also pay attention to this factor. They are natural supporters of environmentalism, and highly praise the design of the airport.

"He also demonstrates the traditional architectural culture of Latvia. The ancient Latvians were a nomadic people accustomed to living in tents. In modern times, they gradually settled in the city of Dume and built new cities. Due to the abundant white marble near the city of Dume, white has become the most popular color in the city."

"The white tent-style terminal complements the colors and architectural style of the capital of Latvia, seamlessly blending into the city and adding a modern charm to this ancient city!"

"The airport is about to be completed and put into operation. Interested friends can definitely come to Latvia for a visit. It's worth it, even if it's just to see the most beautiful airport in Europe!" At the end of the article, the journalist unexpectedly became a volunteer advocate and started promoting tourism in Latvia for free.

"Do you know the influence of National Geographic magazine? This magazine is the dream place for photojournalists from around the world to publish their own photos, and it is also a sacred place in the hearts of all travel enthusiasts. After they see this article, they will definitely flock to Latvia to admire your work like crazy!"

Bernard also unconsciously regarded this airport as the work of Mr. Lin, without realizing his mistake. "Mr. Lin, I believe that soon your reputation will not be limited to the architectural world, but will expand to a wider audience."

At the same time, this can also attract more projects to his architectural firm. After all, the reputation within and outside the industry is quite different. In the past, Lin's firm often obtained bidding information through connections within the industry. With this article in National Geographic magazine, the name of Lin's firm will undoubtedly be more widely recognized.

Many interested people who see such beautiful airports in the magazine might also have the idea to invite Lin Lou to design a project for them. This is inevitable!

The article in National Geographic not only brought a huge number of tourists to Latvia, but also will bring more business to Linlou. It's worth noting that this magazine is distributed worldwide, and many customers who have never had the opportunity to experience Linlou's products can also get to know his name through this.

The fact is, the person who came to contact has already arrived," Bernard continued, "Since the magazine was published, several small Pacific countries have called us, wanting your contact information!"

Lin Lou nodded. Although the magazine cover only mentioned Lin Lou's name, the caption on the inside page still mentioned the Alphons-Parveld Architectural Firm. In today's age, it's much easier to find a French architectural firm in Paris than it is to find Lin Lou.

"What project are they going to do? Is it also related to the airport?" Obviously, similar needs are more likely to be attracted to this article.

"Yes, these small countries all have rich tourism resources. It's just that due to transportation inconvenience, they haven't been properly developed. But now they have raised enough funds and are ready to develop. Building an airport is definitely necessary!" Bernard nodded in agreement.

The tourism development of the islands in the Pacific seems to be gradually reaching its peak during this period. Tourists from developed countries such as the United States and Japan have become tired of islands like Hawaii and Okinawa, and are beginning to set their sights on the shimmering pearls in the Pacific.

The Maldives, Palau, Polynesia, Fiji and other island countries have also become their targets, and local people have started developing their tourist resources.

Take the Maldives as an example. Before 1983, the country's tourism development was mainly private and on a small scale. After 1983, the government took the lead, imposed necessary restrictions on island construction, and actively attracted funds for development, increasing the number of resorts while ensuring the local environment is not damaged.

"This is good news. Although the scale of airport projects in these countries is definitely smaller, there is still plenty of room for development. At the same time, we can enter the markets of these countries and engage in the design of other projects." The design business for resorts and hotels in these island countries is certainly a continuous and lucrative endeavor!
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High-end resorts and hotel projects are similarly not more suitable for architects to showcase their skills. They offer more creative freedom compared to ordinary hotels, and the design fees are generous. Many renowned architects have designed hotels, and some even specialize in this as their primary goal.

For example, Australian architect Kerry Hill, who designed the Qingdao Haitian Blue Bay, the first six-star hotel in China, is known for designing high-end resorts and hotel projects.

Apart from the Haibin Building in Qingdao, there is also the Haibin Building in Sun Moon Lake, Taiwan, the Yangyun Anman in Shanghai, the Anman Kala in Bhutan, the Anman in Kyoto, Japan, the Anman in Shinsekigat, the Anman in Tokyo, and the Anman in Imu, all designed by him, plus the Anman Ruya in Turkey, Anman in New Delhi, India, and Kaili-Hill has almost become a designer for Anman.

In addition to other high-end hotels and resorts around the world, which have all been highly acclaimed by global luxury consumers, Keiri-Hill has established an unparalleled leadership position in the field of high-end resort hotels with its unique approach.

Kerry Hill is well-known and his design fees are not cheap. Just the Hyatt Regency Qingdao project required a design fee of 60 million RMB, which is not a small amount for a hotel with only around 300 rooms.

In addition to him, many other architectural masters have also undertaken hotel projects. Kengo Kuma built the "Commune by the Great Wall" in China, and this hotel has appeared in many films and TV shows. There is also the Stone Memory Hot Spring Resort Villa in Tengchong.

Kengo Kuma selected six different types of stones as materials and designed hundreds of stone blocks of varying sizes and thickness. He arranged these stone blocks in a contrasting colors and a combination of concave and convex shapes, with each block being different from the others.

The rooms are all in the form of detached villas, providing guests with ample space. Each villa is equipped with a private hot spring pool, surrounded by a courtyard, and lush greenery, which perfectly captures the idyllic scene of "a garden in the villa, a house in the garden, a courtyard in the house, a tree in the courtyard, the sky above the tree, and the moon in the sky".

Tadao Ando's Naoshima Art Museum actually also includes a hotel. The hotel not only features brilliant designs that break free from enclosed walls, but also showcases art pieces throughout the premises. The guest rooms are divided into four thematic areas: Museum, Oval, Park, and Beach. Among them, the Oval area, which has only 6 rooms, is recognized by many hotel enthusiasts worldwide as a "must-stay masterpiece in this lifetime."

He also designed a secluded hotel called BISMAEIGHT on the island of Bali, which is constructed with lightweight concrete. This atypical Bali hotel hides in the tropical rainforest with a sturdy geometric shape, making it distinctly different from other hotels on the island.

Zaha designed the Morpheus Hotel in Macau. The free-flowing curves are Zaha's iconic style, primarily inspired by jade carvings. It is the world's first skyscraper to adopt a free-form irregular exoskeleton structure.

Sadamu Saka designed the Terrace of Rice Fields Hotel in Higashiyama, drawing inspiration from "paddy fields" and pursuing the beauty of simplicity, cleverly integrating the building into the overall landscape.

Frank Gehry left not only the Guggenheim Museum but also the famous Hotel Marqués de Riscal in Bilbao.

Gali showcased his talents here, freely using his favorite materials of titanium and stone to create a modern and unique building, resembling a giant metal ribbon.

This post-modern building, which costs 60 million euros, boasts luxurious facilities that will leave you amazed. The hotel has 43 limited edition suites, each featuring unique curved window seats offering breathtaking views of the valley. Additionally, guests can savor traditional Spanish cuisine at the Michelin-starred restaurant and enjoy the enchanting views of the Marqués de Riscal vineyards.

The Valais Thermal Spa Hotel also brings together several world-renowned architects such as Zumthor, Tadao Ando, and Kengo Kuma, leaving behind a classic project in the Alps.

The tourism development in the Pacific Islands did not reach its peak until the 1990s. However, if we start intervening now, we will definitely make a strong impression on clients who are interested in investing in resorts or high-end hotel projects on the islands. This will ensure that when they start planning to build the hotels, they will definitely think of Linlou.

"It seems that Mr. Lin is very optimistic about the tourism development project in the Pacific Islands," Bernard said. Alphans also sees the potential, which is why he promptly sent Bernard to bring a gift and further improve the relationship with Mr. Lin. Otherwise, how much money can we make just relying on those small airports?"

These airports would be fine if they were placed in Europe or the United States, which could increase their reputation to some extent. But being placed in the middle of nowhere... um, I mean, those islands seem to attract birds to come and poop everywhere, to the point where bird droppings have become the biggest source of income for many islands... Placing them in such remote locations doesn't do much for their reputation.

However, the future of these islands is different when considering them collectively. With the growth of the global economy, there are more and more people who have the ability to go on long-distance vacations. The Pacific Islands, with their unique natural environment, are sure to attract a large number of tourists. In this calculation, it is very cost-effective to establish a good relationship with them now.

But thinking about these things, Linlou feels a little bit down. In the future, the design and operation of high-end hotels in China are mostly entrusted to foreigners. As for architectural design, he can handle it himself and can also cultivate a group of talents.

When the domestic market is ready to embark on large-scale construction of high-end hotel projects, Cao Kai and his new team will already be well-trained, making it not much of a problem for them to snatch these businesses from the hands of Kerry Hill and others.

However, he is currently feeling a bit uncertain about managing the hotel, as the high-end hotel industry in China is still dominated by foreign hotel groups such as Marriott, InterContinental, Hilton, Accor, and Aman.

If someone asks, hotel staff may say that the hotel has rich experience in operation and management, and that they currently do not have so many talents. But if you inquire further, you will find that most of the middle and senior management positions within these hotel chains are dominated by foreigners, without giving Chinese employees the opportunity for promotion. In this way, how can talent be cultivated?

"Yes, arrange a meeting with them, and after the Spring Festival, we can sit down together and talk about it. If Linlou is willing to take on this project, they should consider themselves lucky, as there is no competition to begin with."

"By the way, please ask Mr. Pavelde to help investigate the operating conditions of high-end hotels in Europe and see if there are any small to medium-sized boutique hotels considering selling. Linlou plans to acquire a small hotel to develop its own talent, wouldn't it be great for Baolian Hotel in the future?"

Take advantage of this opportunity to acquire one or two hotel projects in the Pacific Islands, transfer the European team there, and absorb personnel from the domestic market for training. Gradually increase investment in hotel projects, continue to cultivate talent, and once the team is trained, expand into hotel projects in the domestic market.

Are there any other lands that can be considered for acquisition in advance? Places like Dali and Lijiang have not been developed yet, and the policies have not been relaxed. However, the real estate market in Hainan is starting to heat up, isn't it?

At the beginning, everyone only paid attention to the value of residential properties, while scarce tourist resources such as Yalong Bay and Haitang Bay were neglected. Maybe I should follow Yang Rui's example and secure half of Yalong Bay first?

Oops, wait a minute, why do I still need to leave half to others? Yang Rui is worried that he doesn't understand architecture and can't do the planning well, but this is exactly my expertise. It would be a piece of cake to do an overall plan for Yalong Bay, I guarantee it will be even better in the future! And more beautiful.

As for the policy aspect, I'm not worried either. The previous 80 million donations were not given in vain. As long as it can bring investment to the local areas, whatever is said will be done.

"Mr. Lin also plans to invest in hotels in the Pacific Islands?" Uh, do you have that much money? Resorts or high-end hotels, those are all heavy asset projects, right? Although you make more money than Mr. Pavalde, it's not to that extent, is it? He has no idea that Mr. Lin has even bigger plans.

"I can give it a try. Moreover, if I do the project for myself, I don't have to consider the requirements of the other party at all. This feeling is really comfortable! With Linlou's current assets, building a hotel is completely feasible."

"I will notify Mr. Pavelde! However, doing projects for yourself, although without the interference of the client, you may set even higher standards for yourself, right?" Bernard said enviously, with a hint of jest.

"Hahaha, that's true, that's true!" Lin Lou also laughed and said, when doing a project for others, although you need to pay attention to your own reputation, if the client accepts it, it will pass.

And when it comes to designing for oneself, the expectations are much higher than the client's. No matter what the plan is, there will always be areas of dissatisfaction. This is both freedom and endless self-restraint.

Linlou did not completely rely on him, and after going downstairs, he also made two phone calls to Bei Yuming and Pierre Cardin, asking them to help find a commercial investigation team to handle this task.

Then, with Bernard, he strolled around Nanjiang City for two days. Bernard was full of praise for the traditional Chinese architecture. When he saw the design proposal for the Haidong Provincial Museum, he was so amazed that he couldn't close his mouth. He said, "This is truly an extraordinary and outstanding design. If it weren't for age, I think you could totally win the Pritzker Prize with this design!"

This building embodies the essence of both traditional and modern architecture, while also incorporating elements of postmodernism and structuralism. Its exterior design and interior space allocation are considered groundbreaking in the architectural world today.

Moreover, generally, groundbreaking new architectural styles are often immature at the beginning and require a period of tempering to fully mature. However, in this project, Bernard does not see that kind of rawness, everything appears very mature, as if Linlou has done many similar projects before!

He suddenly felt a sense of powerlessness. When he first met Linlou, he thought that although Linlou was exceptionally talented, given enough time to accumulate experience, he might have a chance to catch up with Linlou in the future. But now, looking at the design in front of his eyes, it was definitely the work of a master, far beyond his reach.

"You will definitely become a world-renowned master architect like I.M. Pei or Le Corbusier in the future! I feel fortunate to have the opportunity to collaborate with you," Bernard praised sincerely.

Bernard went back with shock and told Alphons everything he had seen and heard in Nanjiang City. Alphons was also surprised when he saw the sketches drawn from memory. "Most architects at his age are still in the stage of learning other architects' styles. Only a few geniuses can explore their own style."

"And he has already achieved success, exploring a new style and honing it to maturity. Such a genius is really admirable! Ah, compared to Lin Lou, I feel like I've been livin in vain!"

Originally, he had hoped to quickly accumulate experience and rapidly improve himself through cooperation with Lin Lou, in order to reverse the current situation where Lin Lou had the upper hand and they could only assist. But now it seems that not only is it impossible to compete evenly with Lin Lou, but being able to hold onto their coattails without being kicked away is already something to be grateful for.

It's fortunate that China is far from Europe, and they are not very familiar with the situation in Europe. They still need partners like us! Alfonso felt fortunate.

He just didn't know that, with the development of technology in the future, the increasingly mature technology such as the internet would truly turn the earth into a global village. China has also cultivated a large number of people proficient in foreign languages, and the influence of his resources will become weaker and weaker. By that time, maybe he really couldn't keep up with Lin Lou's pace.

"Alright, let's quickly fulfill Mr. Lin's request! Start gathering information on high-end hotels in Europe and help Mr. Lin fulfill his wish to build a resort in the Pacific Islands!" In this situation, Alphonse will definitely do everything he can to meet Lin's requirements.

"After the resort is built, can we go on vacation too?" Bernard didn't think so much about it and was just curious, "I wonder what kind of vacation hotel Mr. Lin will design?"

Arfang was busy collecting various information here, while Linlou was enjoying the Spring Festival in his hometown, and only returned to Beijing after the Lantern Festival.

After returning to Beijing, just like last year, I traveled with Yu Bingbing to visit relatives and friends, paying respects to those we didn't have a chance to visit before the Spring Festival.

Then they began busy working. The construction of the Asian Games venues has been launched on a large scale, the construction of the China-Japan Youth Friendly Exchange Center project is more than half completed, the airport near the capital of Latvia is nearing completion, Mr. Ho's commercial center in Hong Kong and the museum of Hai Dong province have already started construction. In addition to other projects and the daily work of schools, Lin is very busy.

While he was busy and stressed in his home country, the impact of the Riga International Airport project in Latvia gradually began to spread within the international architecture community, and many people started to analyze this project.
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"a+u" (Architecture and Urbanism) was first published in Japan in January 1971. Its Chinese translation is "建筑与都市" (Architecture and Urbanism). Starting from 1976, the magazine began to be published bilingually in Japanese and English. It has since become one of the top five international architecture magazines, striving to introduce emerging architects and their works and ideas from around the world with an authoritative and neutral perspective, and to convey international architectural trends with keen insight.

Magazines like this naturally paid attention to Linlou's work, so in the new issue, they focused on introducing Linlou's project at the international airport in the capital of Latvia.

Japanese senior architectural critic Suzuki Hiroshi praised in his article: In recent years, with the expansion of modernist architecture, buildings around the world are increasingly showing a tendency towards uniformity. If we only look at individual photos, it is difficult for us to distinguish whether these newly built buildings are in Tokyo, Paris, or New York.

From a global perspective, there is an increasing trend towards standardization in the form of world architecture, but there are still some architects who are unwilling to be mediocre and are exploring new directions. Linlou, a young and talented architect from China, is an outstanding representative of this trend.

Since the beginning of his career in the field of architectural design, from the earliest collaboration with Mr. I. M. Pei on the Xiangshan Hotel, to the project of the Xiangjiang Hilltop Club that brought him international acclaim, and now the project of the Riga International Airport, which has been named the most beautiful airport in Europe by National Geographic magazine, these works all exude a strong local style and distinctive characteristics.

At the same time, it also integrates the essence of modernist architecture. In my opinion, these works can be classified as modern regionalist architectural style. Mr. Lin's works have both the structure and functionality of modernism, and at the same time, they adopt the traditional architectural characteristics of the country and region in the facade, spatial arrangement, and decorative details of the building, thus forming a national modern architecture that embodies local characteristics, making modern architecture reflect strong local features.

This kind of architecture actually existed before Mr. Lin, for example, the design of the Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Victims Memorial Park and the Kagawa Club by the architect Mr. Kenzo Tange in our country have already partially absorbed the local traditional architecture, and have early manifestation of the development trend of regionalism.

In Europe and the United States, due to the complete elimination of the influence of classical architecture, they have taken a completely innovative approach to modernism, so there are very few European and American architects who attempt to restore local characteristics.

It wasn't until the emergence of architects like Robert Venturi and Alvaro Siza that various schools emphasizing the restoration of tradition and local characteristics appeared.

However, these attempts by various schools are all very immature, either just simple decorations, or aimed at achieving regional characteristics, which in turn affects the functionality of the use.

Mr. Lin's work has achieved a balance between the two, setting a successful example for modern regional architecture. The Riga Capital Airport project not only presents the distinctive features of Latvian traditional architecture, but also demonstrates the simplicity and convenience of modernist architecture in its functionality.

Although the capital airport project in Latvia has not been put into use, I personally visited the site and found that the distance between the passenger entrance and the parking positions is just right. The layout is very smooth and clear, and people walking to the boarding gates do not appear to be tired.

What's even more commendable is that Mr. Lin innovatively combined the airport with museums and art galleries, setting up art and cultural relic exhibition areas on both sides of the automatic walkways. This allows passengers to admire exquisite Latvian artworks when entering and leaving the airport, making their journey more enjoyable.

At the same time, every detail of the airport fully showcases the essence of Latvian culture. It could even be said that this airport is a large museum.

Many modern regionalist architects have traditionally preserved the basic structures and forms of traditional architecture, strengthened and highlighted cultural characteristics, and eliminated trivial details.

Mr. Lin, on the other hand, has adopted a more advanced concept, using the typical symbols of local architecture to emphasize national traditions, local traditions, and folk styles. This approach pays more attention to symbolism and symbolism, without having to follow the style of traditional architecture in structure, and is easier to combine with modern architecture.

Mr. Lin's design has opened up a brand-new, mature, and scalable model for modern regionalism, incorporating the aforementioned advantages. From this perspective, although Mr. Lin is very young and has been in the architecture industry for a relatively short time, he already possesses the potential of a master.

Even if he no longer works in architectural design in the future, as long as someone is able to carry on and develop his style, he can still become a great master. Of course, I also look forward to Mr. Lin producing more outstanding works!

Once Suzuki Daishi's article was published, it caused quite a stir in the international architecture community. Architects in Japan also appreciated his article. After experiencing a comprehensive shift towards the West, they gradually grew tired of it and started to follow the path of integrating traditional Japanese architecture with modern architecture, similar to Kenzo Tange. Lin Lou's approach undoubtedly pointed them in the right direction.

In other regions of Asia, the Middle East, and areas with rich ethnic cultures, many architects have also become interested in the architectural concept of Ling Lou. They are equally eager to showcase their own culture in their works.

In Europe and the United States, architects and architectural critics have divided into several groups and started debating about the architectural style of the 林楼. Some support the views of Suzuki Hiroshi, while others express opposition.

The emerging Italian architect Christian Pillo published an article in the classic Italian humanistic architecture magazine "Abitare" to oppose the evaluation of Suzuki Hiroshi.

"Abitare" is also a top global architecture magazine. Since its establishment, it has been famous for its personalized and literary writing style, vividly and interestingly elaborating on complex architecture, design, and cultural events and figures.

While introducing the latest developments and viewpoints in the field of design, it also strives to pursue the unity of "eternal social conscience value" in terms of social and ideological perspectives. As a result, this magazine, originally intended for architects and designers as the main readers, is equally appealing to any culturally curious individuals with a comprehensive knowledge of the world and a higher education background.

Cristian Pirlo does not have any objections to the design of the Hayashi Building, but rather opposes Suzuki Daishi's categorization of it as modern regionalist architecture.

When Mr. Lin participated in the Venice Biennale, I visited the event and was amazed by the design of the new flagship store by Pierre Cardin. In my opinion, Mr. Lin's design at the airport in the capital of Latvia, despite having a strong local flavor, still continues his style from the design of the Pierre Cardin flagship store.

Whether it's the billowing skirt-like design at the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin in La Defense, or the snow-capped roof of the tent at Riga International Airport, both use a large number of curved surfaces, with two or even three different curved lines on a single curved surface, which cannot be made by hand.

Before Mr. Lin, both Frank Gehry and Rem Koolhaas were exploring the means of parametric design. Most of their conceptual designs were created using special paper, clay, and foam blocks, and were made highly arbitrary and varied through cutting, assembling, bending, and molding, among other methods.

Then, using a three-dimensional tracking and positioning device, the arbitrarily shaped and irregular paper models, clay models, foam plastic models, or composite material models are scanned and positioned, converted into digital parameters, and then processed by a computer to enter the actual architectural design.

Although I do not know how Mr. Lin, who has been staying in China for a long time, came into contact with and learned to use this advanced technology, he has already taken the lead in the field of parametric design, surpassing Frank Gehry, Rem Koolhaas, and others. Whether it is the Pir Cadanrad Fanz flagship store or the upcoming Riga capital airport project, they are much more mature than the experimental works of Frank Gehry and Rem Koolhaas.

Mr. Lin's pioneering work has undoubtedly opened a new door for all architects, allowing us to use mature parametric design technology like him, breaking free from the dominance of straight lines and planes in architecture, and using curves and surfaces to design more diverse and colorful buildings!

We can see that, worldwide, there are more and more architects using the CAD software developed by Autodesk to complete their design work.

Mr. Lin has now developed a mature parametric design technique. It can be foreseen that, with the rapid development of computer technology, it will be widely and inevitably applied in the field of architectural design.

Mr. Suzuki did not see these things. He only regarded Mr. Lin's new work as the maturity of a new architectural style, but overlooked the most important thing.

I believe that when more architects around the world see the project of the capital airport of Riga, they will definitely be intoxicated by the beautiful curves presented by parametric design and burst into new inspiration to design more imaginative and wonderful buildings!

From this point of view, Mr. Lin's contribution to the architectural field can be compared to that of groundbreaking masters such as Le Corbusier and Louis Kahn. He is fully qualified to win the Pritzker Prize and make a name for himself in the history of world architecture!

Cristian Pirlo's praise for Lin Lou is even more exaggerated than Suzuki Daishi's. Perhaps it is because Lin Lou has won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale and has presented many designs in architectural design that are completely different from traditional architects, which makes this young Italian cutting-edge architect feel particularly close!

Europe and Japan evaluated Lin Lou's work from different perspectives, and Americans weren't willing to fall behind either. Soon, a architectural critic named Arthur Hampton published an article in "Architectural Record".

"Architectural Record" is a monthly American magazine founded by Clinton Sweet in 1891, dedicated to architecture and interior design, and is regarded as a historical authority in the field of architecture.

At the very beginning, he gave his conclusion: Mr. Lin's design integrates the essence of high-tech and environmentalism, showing people what future architecture should look like!

Whether it's the acrylic facade used in the Pierre Cardin flagship store, or the woven fiberglass fabric used in the project at the capital airport of Latvia, these are new materials that have been used less frequently in the architecture industry. Especially the latter, Mr. Lin's innovation allows architects to no longer be limited to traditional building materials such as steel, concrete, glass, and masonry.

The new flagship store of Pierre Cardin adds another typical work of high-tech style after the Pompidou Cultural Center designed by Italian architect Renzo Piano and British architect Richard Rogers in Paris.

The capital international airport project in Latvia combines high technology and postmodernism, creating a masterpiece that amazes the world.

At the same time, his contribution to environmental protection also makes us feel admirable. It is well known that airports have always been high-energy-consuming buildings. Whether it's the lighting in the terminal or indoor air conditioning equipment, they consume a large amount of electricity resources every day. The process of generating electricity often exacerbates environmental damage.

But Mr. Lin used fiberglass fabric to build the roof of the waiting hall, allowing the interior to enjoy plenty of natural light and greatly saving the electricity resources needed for lighting.

The remaining electricity can be supplied by a nearby solar power plant. Solar energy can be said to be the most environmentally friendly and cleanest source of energy today. Latvia has a deep accumulation in this field. The combination of the two has not only created the most beautiful airport in Europe, but also the most environmentally friendly airport in the world.

Apart from these three, numerous architectural journals and magazines from around the world have also featured comments and praises for the airport project in the capital of Latvia.

For a moment, the name "Lin Lou" has set off a craze in the global architectural community. All architects who care about new developments in architecture are carefully analyzing the project of Riga Airport in Latvia and other works of Lin Lou. They are deeply impressed by this young architect from China.

Due to well-known reasons, the time it takes to obtain these foreign journals and magazines domestically is slightly slower than in developed countries such as Europe, America, and Japan. However, there are so many magazines that review Lin Lou's works, and soon this trend is gradually spreading in China as well.

Domestic architectural design units and faculty and students of architecture departments have also gradually seen these articles, causing a stir in the country.

Even Wu, a member, brought a few of the most influential international architectural journals with him to Lin's courtyard, specifically to discuss this matter. "Xiaolou, you've really made a name for Chinese architects this time!"
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"We haven't been able to calm down and focus on work these past few days!" Li Qingxi seemed even happier than Linlou. He excitedly held a copy of "A+U Architecture and Urbanism" and said, "Before, we always saw the names of foreign architectural masters in these magazines, such as Arata Isozaki and Rem Koolhaas. Now, finally, Chinese architects are featured in them!"

"Oh, right, Mr. Bei often reads these magazines, but how should I put it, although Mr. Bei is of Chinese descent, according to nationality, he is after all an American! Moreover, Mr. Bei's previous works, except for Xiangshan Hotel, are all modern Western-style architecture. The appearance of the small building can be considered as filling in this gap!"

"Yes, in my memory, this is the first time that Chinese architects have caused such a big reaction worldwide. First, there was the National Geographic magazine, and then there were A+U, Architectural Record, and Abitare. Even Mr. Liang didn't have such a glamorous reception back then!" Member Wu also chimed in unison.

Liang Sicheng and his influence are mainly domestically oriented, partly due to historical reasons and partly because most of their works are done in China. Therefore, they have not really enjoyed this treatment internationally.

"Wu, you're really flattering me. How can I compare to Mr. Liang?" Lin quickly said. In terms of seniority, Liang Sicheng is at least his senior, and he has students all over the country. If other people knew about this, they would probably be unhappy. Even if it's Wu, a direct descendant of Liang Sicheng, it wouldn't be appropriate to say that!

"This is not the same thing. When it comes to the contribution to the domestic architectural industry, Lin Lou is certainly far behind Liang Sicheng. Not only does he have so many works, but he is also the founder of the domestic architectural education system."

But when it comes to leading Chinese architecture to the world, this was single-handedly initiated by Lin Lou. So, as Member Wu continued, "Even expanding the scope further, it is rare for the Chinese academic community to provoke such a sensation abroad."

"Yes, in my memory, there were only a few occasions, such as the synthesis of bovine insulin and the innovative surgical techniques for liver and gallbladder operations pioneered by Member Wu Mengchao!" Xu Jiaping was overjoyed. This time, the limelight has extended to overseas. When he talks to others, as long as he casually mentions that he worked under Lin Gong and participated in the design work for the Riga International Airport project in the capital of Latvia, others will have to look up to him, right?

"For Lin, this isn't the first time, right? He previously won the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects and the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, which were also firsts for the country! It's not just in the field of architecture, the number of times other academic fields in the country have won major awards abroad is also quite rare, isn't it?" Suddenly, Li Qingxi felt that it seemed inappropriate to continue calling Xiaolou.

"Several articles have mentioned that Xiao Lin and the Pritzker Prize are just a matter of time! If he could win it, that would be really... that would be really..." Xu Jiaping also changed the way he addressed Xiao Lin.

"Yeah!" Everyone fell into a moment of silence. Although the Pritzker Prize had only been established for less than ten years, with its fair selection process, it had become the most influential architectural award globally. Previous winners, such as Philip Johnson, Luis Barragán, Ieoh Ming Pei, and Kenzo Tange, were all renowned architectural masters. Now, the thought of Lin Lou being mentioned in the same breath as them was deemed inconceivable by everyone.

He's only 26 this year! Take a look at the previous award winners. Philip Johnson was 73 years old when he won, Louis Barragan was 78 years old, James Stirling was 55 years old, Kevin Roche was 60 years old, Ieoh Ming Pei was 66 years old, Richard Meier was 50 years old, Hans Hollein was 51 years old, Gottfried Bohm was 66 years old, and Kenzo Tange was 74.

Even if Lin Lou receives the award ten or even twenty years later, he will still be the youngest among all the winners, right? Moreover, although the Pritzker Prize is known as the Nobel Prize in architecture, the selection criteria are somewhat different from the Nobel Prize. The Nobel Prize recognizes a specific research achievement, while the Pritzker Prize is more like a lifetime achievement award.

Plus, being an architect is a profession that heavily relies on experience, so there probably won't be a recipient of the Lin Lou Award who is younger than Lin Lou in the future, right?

Who was the youngest winner in the future? Linlou remembered, it seemed to be Seiji Nishi or Seiji Nishijima, right? He and Heshi Shimada won the prize in 2010. He was born in 1966 and was only 44 years old at that time.

I am older than him by a few years, but I shouldn't have to wait 18 years to win an award, right? Regardless of what those architectural critics say, the architectural design concepts of regionalism, parametric design, environmentalism, and so on presented in Lin's works will have a rapid development in the future and become influential schools in the architectural industry.

So, as those critics have said, even if Lin Lou never creates another work in the future, based on his current works alone, he can still win the Pritzker Prize! Louis Kahn only created about ten works in his lifetime, but didn't he also become a master in the end? The number of works is not a decisive factor affecting an architect's status.

"It's too early to talk about it now. It's just a few articles. Although it's good that they are paying attention to my work and studying my design ideas, there's no need to take it too seriously," Lin Lou said modestly.

"Not haughty or impetuous, it's good to maintain this attitude! I was a little worried before that after receiving so much praise, you wouldn't be able to control yourself and it would affect your future work!" Member Wu smiled and shook his head, "Sometimes, I doubt that you don't look like a young person in your twenties at all!"

Isn't it so? Although the body I inhabit is only 26 years old, my mental age has exceeded 40 after two lifetimes combined. Having witnessed the ups and downs of the next thirty years, such matters no longer cause great psychological disturbance to me.

Of course, although he wasn't ecstatic, he still felt very happy. After all, these treatments were never enjoyed by Linlou in his previous life. It is every architect's dream to have colleagues from all over the world show such enthusiasm for their work and give such high appraisals.

"After all, I can't just rely on these achievements to make a living! I still have over thirty years before I retire! I have to continue working in the future, right?" Lin Lou joked.

"Haha!" Everyone laughed again. Many people may have said so, but they didn't think so in their hearts. Based on the results Lin Lou achieved before, even if he were to be lazy in the future, he would still be able to live a very comfortable life.

No matter if it's a high-quality article, academic work, or high-standard architectural design, Lin has them all. Ordinary people who possess one of these achievements could easily become a professor, but Lin has more than just one. If he distributed these achievements evenly among others, it would be enough for a young assistant professor to become a full professor.

As for various committees, they have also entered with uncontroversial results, walking ahead of their peers. Even if they do nothing in the future, they can still be promoted to vice chair based on their qualifications alone. By regularly attending meetings and maintaining visibility, they will continue to enjoy the benefits they deserve.

Ah, even if we lie flat now, we won't be able to surpass them if we start working hard from now on! Just thinking about this made everyone present sigh involuntarily, except for Commissioner Wu.

But upon further thought, they felt happy again. As the saying goes, "A rising tide lifts all boats." Lin's skills are becoming more and more impressive, and it's very beneficial for those of us following him! Not only will we make more money, but we'll also be able to thrive in various committees in the future. This is definitely a great thing.

"Lin, tomorrow happens to be the weekend. Let's celebrate properly, shall we? As long as you agree, I'll find a place right away." Xu Jiaping was excited. He had already figured it out-- this time, there was no need for Lin to shell out the money. He and Feng Shaoping, Li Qingxi, and a few others would chip in.

"Everyone has been working hard during this period of time, it's time to relax a bit!" Since everyone is so interested, Lin Lou didn't want to stop them, just came up with a different reason.

"No need to find another place, just use the courtyard in my house. I'll trouble Mr. Li to arrange a few tables in the yard! Linlou now has the space and kitchen, everything is in place. We can arrange all the staff of the entire agency and colleagues from the Tsinghua University Architecture Department at home."

"I'll call Grandpa Li right away!" Xu Jiaping immediately ran to his room. After all the promotion by the members of the "The Last Emperor" crew, Li's Family Restaurant has gained popularity and there are customers making reservations and lining up every day. It will surely be fully booked again tomorrow. However, Grandpa Li deliberately controls the number of reservations each day, with only a few tables available in the morning and evening. Lin Lou and the others can set up a few tables in the neighboring courtyard, so they won't be too busy.

Just some ingredients that need to be prepared quickly, which is not a problem. Lì Laoye has already sorted out the channels for this. I'll give them a heads up later, and ask them to deliver more first thing tomorrow morning.

"Teacher Wu, would you like to join us tomorrow for some fun?" Linlou extended the invitation while already making preparations to visit the Academician Guan later.

Commissioner Wu generally doesn't like socializing, but today he happily agreed. If China had a few more architects like Linlou, he could just enjoy eating and drinking every day without working, and he'd be happy.

After agreeing, Lin followed Commissioner Wu back to the school, talked about the progress of writing "General Architecture", and then came out to invite colleagues to come and sit down, and Academician Guan and others readily agreed.

On Saturday morning, Yang Mo and the others drove to pick everyone up, and they arrived at the courtyard of Lin's building. Everything had already been arranged inside. The tables were separated into two sections, with several tables set up in the large living room for the staff of the law firm and some young teachers. There was only one table in the inner room, where Chairman Wu, Academician Guan, and other senior experienced individuals were seated.

Young people would not feel uncomfortable with leaders around, and older officials like Wu can also have a quiet place to chat if they don't like noise.

The dishes are also quite different. The ones outside are mainly big fish and meat, satisfying those who usually lack oil and water; while the ones inside are light dishes suitable for older people.

No matter what dish it is, Lao Lili can make it with full of color, aroma, and taste, making everyone happy. As for drinks, there is Maotai in the Baijiu Linlou, and if you want red wine, Lafite will be served directly. In any case, there are still plenty of the '82 Lafite that Pierre Cardin helped buy, which can easily last through several hundred movies from Hong Kong.

After the celebration, the impact of this matter continued to ferment. The phone at Linlou's office kept ringing, with calls from people he knew before coming to congratulate and express their good wishes. They included peers he met while working on projects in China, young teachers he met while giving lectures at universities, and even architects from other countries he met during international competitions at the Hong Kong Peak Club and the Venice Architecture Biennale. They were all happy for Linlou.

Even renowned architects such as I.M. Pei, Shin Takamatsu, Kisho Kurokawa, and Rem Koolhaas called specifically to discuss his work with him.

Jizaki Shin is especially pleased with this, because aside from the Xiangshan Hotel project, he was the first to discover and promote the Linlou building through architectural design competitions, making a name for it in the international architectural community. As Linlou's achievements increase, it further proves his keen insight, and Linlou's fame has also brought him many benefits.

Just during this period of time, he has received invitations to several international architectural design competitions to serve as the chairman of the jury. I guess they all know about his relationship with Lin Lou, hence the invitations.

The leaders in Haidong Province are also very happy. The growing popularity of Linlou is seen as validation of their decision to invite him to design the provincial museum. Some optimistic leaders are even pondering whether the provincial museum will receive as much global attention as the Riga International Airport after its completion.

If that day really comes, Shandong Province will definitely make a big splash! The Shandong Provincial Museum will also go abroad and step into the world!

This incident also triggered some negative effects, such as many organizations wanting to invite Linlou to give speeches, and more media coming to the courtyard to interview Linlou.

Lin's request for extension has been rejected as he is busy with the Asian Games and the work at the Museum of Haigang Province. It's really unavoidable, so Lin will have to make time to deal with it.

Those units and media that didn't get the chance also want to voice their grievances, but they were soon criticized by the higher-ups! The Lin brothers donated 80 million, how dare you make such baseless accusations?

On that day, not long after moving into the courtyard house, Cao Kai came in and said, "Lin, just now a media outlet called to schedule a time to interview you!"

"What kind of media is it? Can't it be postponed?" Lin Lou asked with a frown. Sigh, dealing with these matters is more exhausting than drawing a pile of blueprints!

"This place is probably not going to work! They specially flew all the way from overseas to Beijing!"
Chapter 563 "Architecture and the City" Interview

"Is it from a foreign country? 'A+U'?" Linlou asked. Conducting transnational interviews is a costly endeavor, and ordinary magazines may not have the capability. Among those that do, European and American ones are too far away, so perhaps only Japan's 'Architecture and Urbanism' would be able to do it.

"Yes, it's A+U. Their reporter, Mr. Chihara, just arrived in Beijing and called to ask if it would be convenient for you to interview him now." Cao Kai was envious, when will I be able to reach that level?

"Alright, it's not easy for him to come all the way here. Please help by calling him and asking him to have a good rest today, and then come for the interview tomorrow!" Linlou nodded in response.

"Building and Urban" may not have been established for a long time, but relying on Japan's rapid economic development and emerging outstanding architects, it is now one of the most influential architecture magazines in the world. Speaking about one's architectural philosophy in such a magazine is very helpful in expanding one's influence.

For this reason, Lin Lou doesn't mind taking some time to chat with them. After the conversation, when the article is published, perhaps more people will come to him for projects. At the same time, it will also be easier to strive for some architecture awards.

By noon the next day, the agreed-upon time had not arrived yet, but Mr. Qianyuan Linren had already arrived with his photographer, waiting early. Upon meeting, he apologized repeatedly, "We are truly being presumptuous and disturbing your valuable creative time. We just want readers from all over the world to have a deeper understanding of Mr. Lin's architectural design concepts!"

The Chinese language of Qian Yuanlin is very proficient, so there is no need to look for a translator. This is probably one of the reasons why he was arranged to come for the interview! At the same time, Qian Yuanlin also feels very fortunate. Typically, interviewing foreign architects is the task of journalists who are fluent in European and American languages such as English and French, in addition to architects from their own country. This time, however, he got the chance.

Mr. Senhara is too kind! Being interviewed by "A+U" is every architect's dream! In the past, this magazine has interviewed many Pritzker Prize winners such as Tadao Ando.

"Mr. Qianyuan's dedication to work immediately upon landing is truly admirable!" Linlou said politely. Although the Plaza Agreement has been signed for several years, it will take some time to take effect. Japan has not yet entered the era of lying flat, and the afterglow of the economic bubble is still driving these office workers to work hard.

"We rested at the Fragrant Hills Hotel yesterday and carefully studied the designs by you and Mr. Bei. This morning, we visited the main stadium of the Beijing Asian Games, as well as the China-Japan Youth Friendly Exchange Center and the teaching building of Houkou Middle School. We have gained a deeper understanding of your designs and also captured many valuable photos!"

"After the interview, we will also visit Haidong Province, Linzhou City, and Xiangjiang to see your other works. We must write a heavyweight article!" Qian Yuan said.

It's really wealthy and powerful, running around like this, the travel expenses alone must be a large sum, right? Linlou is envious, domestic architectural journals and magazines don't have such conditions.

Of course, "Architecture and the City" is not so important to every architect. Who would have thought that the recent response to Lin Lou in the architectural world has been quite significant? Rinto Senhara has already decided that if this article receives a strong response, then he will continue to seek funding from the higher-ups to go to Europe and Africa to see the remaining works of Lin Lou, and then write another article.

"Mr. Lin, it's not time yet as we agreed. I don't want to disturb your work. Please continue working, and we'll use this time to take some photos of your work, if that's convenient!" Qianyuan Linren is quite punctual and also finds this quadrangle courtyard quite fascinating, wanting to gather more information.

"No problem! Let's chat later!" Lin Lou let them go and arranged for Cao Kai to introduce them. When the agreed time arrived, he invited them to sit in the reception room.

After obtaining permission from Lin Building, the photographer began to take pictures. Qian Yuanlin took out the interview tools and said, "If there are no unexpected events, your photos will appear on the cover of the next issue, so you need to take better photos to show your charm, just in case!"

Lin Lou followed the photographer's arrangement and posed for several shots. After the cover photo was taken, the formal interview began, and the first question from Qian Yuan Lingren was about this quadrangle courtyard.

"It is said that this house is your first work? At that time, you were just in your first year of university. It's quite rare in the architectural world to achieve such a feat in the first year. Can you tell us about the process of creating this work and your thoughts during the design?"

"Maybe I was lucky. Before entering university, I had already finished writing a best-selling book, which gave me the financial ability to create my own work!" Linlou recounted the origin of this work.

"Before making the decision to design this piece, I have been considering a question, which is the influence of modern architecture on the city of Beijing! As the city has been the capital of China for the past few hundred years, it has a large number of traditional buildings. With the development of the times, the population of Beijing has been increasing, and it has now exceeded tens of millions."

"Many old buildings have been demolished and replaced with new modern ones, which certainly reflects the continuous improvement of the living standards of the common people, but it also makes Beijing lose a lot of historical heritage."

"So, how to find a balance between meeting the ever-increasing housing needs of the people and continuing the urban heritage of Beijing is the task that we, as Chinese architects of this generation, must undertake!"

"After interviewing the residents of the traditional quadrangle dwellings and discussing with several teachers, this work was born. Compared with traditional quadrangle dwellings, this building has added more floors to provide more living space, while still maintaining the old-fashioned quadrangle dwelling style in appearance..."

"After the project was completed, many teachers felt that it was excellent, especially Commissioner Wu. He thought it was a very beneficial experiment and helped me expand the scale of the pilot, securing the entire alley in the old city for renovation. The transformation of that alley was also successful, and there is a possibility of conducting even larger-scale experiments in the future!"

"Indeed, I felt very comfortable living in this courtyard house as soon as I entered. Compared to traditional courtyard houses, it is more suitable for modern living... The first work has such a mature degree of completion, Mr. Lin, your talent is truly admirable..." After praising him, Qian Yuanlin asked a new question, "So, is there a fundamental connection between your future architectural concept and this building?"

"Yes, when designing this house, I felt the influence of factors such as the environment, history, and cultural context on architecture, so I have always adhered to this concept in my later works!" Linlou took the opportunity to bring up the architectural design concept that he has always adhered to.

"When designing in a natural environment, efforts should be made to protect the environment as much as possible and integrate the architecture into the scenery. For projects near historical sites, the key is to have the right cultural attitude, to respect the precious relics, and to be humble and low-key to avoid mistakes."

"In areas with a strong traditional cultural atmosphere, we need to carefully study the local cultural background and try to create architecture using the familiar cultural language that belongs to them!" Linlou repeated the words he had said to Li Qingxi to Qianyuan Linren.

Rin Tohara placed a recorder in front of him and still felt it was not enough, so he quickly wrote down the key points that Lin Lou had mentioned in his notebook, as they could completely become the focus of the article.

"Actually, many architects have already attempted to do so before this! For example, Mr. Kenzo Tange from your country has integrated many elements of Japanese traditional culture in his design of the DaiDaiKu Sports Arena." Looking at the journalist from Japan, Linlou gave an example that he could easily understand.

"It sounds quite similar to the concept of New Regionalism," said Rinko Chiwaki cautiously, expressing her own opinion.

Neo-regionalism refers to the absorption of local, ethnic, or folk styles in architecture, so that modern architecture reflects specific local characteristics. As a rich contemporary creative tendency or school, it actually originates from traditional regionalism or localism, and is a dialect or folk style in architecture.

However, new regionalism does not mean the imitation or restoration of traditional local architecture. New regionalism is still a part of modern architecture, following modern standards and demands in terms of functionality and construction. It simply absorbs certain traditional elements in terms of form, which is similar to Lin Lou's perspective.

"The word 'local' in the localism design that I adhere to does not just refer to local architectural styles. If translated into English, perhaps 'Land-based Rationalism' would be more appropriate to explain it." Lin Lou clarified the difference.

"It is local design, not local architecture. This concept emphasizes the position of design, rather than specifically indicating a certain type of architecture as local. In fact, starting from a local perspective, diverse and colorful architecture can be designed. For example, emphasizing the relationship between architecture and urban history can produce contextual architecture; hoping for architecture to blend into the natural landscape can result in landscape architecture... Local design should be an open system and does not emphasize a particular style."

Then Lin Lou used his own work as an example to explain to Qian Yuan Ren his thoughts when designing these buildings, and how he integrated the local culture into the design.

The emphasis is on the design of the Haidong Provincial Museum, as this building's maturity better reflects its architectural design concept compared to other works. "....The tulou is the most representative work in Haidong Province. It is very suitable for the Haidong Provincial Museum to use such a design, but completely using ancient methods does not satisfy the functional needs."

"After all, the performance of civil engineering is completely different from steel and concrete, so after detailed analysis and verification, I chose more modern building materials to achieve this design, while adding many new elements to make the building not only functional but also showcase the characteristics of Haixi architecture. At the same time, it blends well with the surrounding environment."

Rin'nin Chihara was able to become a reporter for "Architecture and Urbanism", so it goes without saying that he has a natural understanding of architecture. Therefore, when he saw this piece of work, he was even more surprised.

Generally speaking, the design style of an architect needs to go through a long period of accumulation to mature. It is surprising that Linlou, who is not yet thirty years old, can design such a mature and individualistic work.

"Mr. Lin, although it's just a blueprint now, I can clearly feel that this work is more mature than the Xiangshan Hotel, the Uludi Sacred Drum Stadium, and the Riga Capital International Airport. He originally thought that the impact of projects like the Xiangshan Hotel on him was already significant enough, but who knew that he would still be amazed by this new work."

"Excuse me, can I take a photo?" Qianyuan Linren hurriedly asked. If I don't bring back these drawings, the editor-in-chief will definitely scold me to death, right?

"No problem, just make a copy for everyone!" Linlou generously instructed someone to make a copy of the rendering and give it to Qianyuan Renren. He also hoped that this work would bring shock to architects around the world.

"Thank you so much!" Qian Yuan and the photographer immediately stood up and gave a respectful ninety-degree bow to Linlou. After sitting down, he started to worry again.

The original focus of this interview was on Lin's architectural design philosophy, as well as his evaluation of famous completed projects such as Xiangshan Hotel and the International Airport in the capital of Latvia. But now he has brought out an even more valuable work. How should this article be written?

The main point is to write about the Museum of HaiDong Province, which will certainly bring more impact. However, the current focus of public opinion is on the International Airport of the capital of Latvia!

If this part is ignored, it would be a great pity. Such an exciting piece of work should definitely be spread out sooner! Moreover, although "Architecture and the City" has a great influence, it is not the only one in the world. If other journals and magazines find Linlou and publish the article first to introduce the Haidong Provincial Museum to everyone, wouldn't that be a big loss?

He was the first to arrive at Lin's building for the interview, and he had collected all the materials, but in the end, someone else beat him to it. This is definitely frustrating to the point of death.

Perhaps we can split the article into two parts. The first part will be written according to the original idea, and then we can use a whole article in the next issue to introduce the Library Project in Haidong Province.

The layout of "Architecture and Urbanism" is very precious. Every month, there are many new architects and new works to be introduced to everyone. Two consecutive issues have been dedicated to introducing the same architect in a large space. Can the editor-in-chief approve this?

Oh, let the editor-in-chief worry about these headache-inducing matters! I'll go ahead and prepare for the interview!

I'm late today, I'll work hard to get back on track tomorrow.
Chapter 564: Is the journal also incomplete?

Rinjin Chihara changed the interview plan and pressed for more information about the Haidong Museum in the second half. Before that, he only knew that Linlou had a new project, but did not know the specific details. When he saw the renderings, he immediately realized the significance of the work.

Lin Lou also understands his thoughts, just like an architect seeing Ieoh Ming Pei's Fragrant Hill Hotel for the first time, feeling it's very novel and an invaluable attempt, but overall not mature enough. There are many flaws, and the design concept has not been fully presented.

And then, when you look at the Meixiu Art Museum and the new building of the Suzhou Museum, the feeling is naturally different. These two works perfectly combine the essence of traditional Eastern architecture with modern architecture. I.M. Pei's understanding of traditional Eastern architecture has reached a new level, and the maturity of the works is very high, sufficient to serve as an exemplar for this type of architecture.

The Haixi Provincial Museum project in Linlou is also impressive. The previous projects were also excellent, and were lauded by professionals in the architecture industry. The works have won him the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects and the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, bringing him significant attention in the architecture world.

But that's about it. Every year, the architectural industry sees a number of bright young architects emerging, showcasing many creative works! Whether they are future masters in the making or simply ordinary architects with sudden bursts of inspiration, no one can be certain.

Many young architects who once amazed the architectural world have never produced works that surpass their previous accomplishments, gradually falling into mediocrity. This is all too common in the field of architecture, as well as in other artistic domains.

So even though Hayato Sen has won numerous major awards in the past and has been highly regarded by masters such as I. M. Pei, Arata Isozaki, Kisho Kurokawa, and Rem Koolhaas; although the Riga Capital Airport project has caused such a big stir in the architectural world, Qianyuan Linren and "Architecture and Urbanism" magazine still just see him as a highly promising architect. A future possibility of becoming a master architect, at best.

Because his previous works have already shown some strong personal style, but they have not yet fully matured. Whether he can reach his peak remains to be seen.

However, when the effect drawing of the project in Haidong Province Museum was presented in front of Qianyuan Linren, he immediately understood that the architectural concept of the young architect in front of him was already very mature. He produced a work that was enough to establish his position as a master. In the future, even if he did not create any more works, just based on the Haidong Province Museum project, he would be enough to become a master.

This work perfectly combines modern architecture with traditional oriental architecture, going further than any attempts by the Xiangshan Hotel and Japanese architects, enough to stand as an exemplar of this style.

Louis I. Kahn did not design the University of Pennsylvania Medical Research Laboratories until he was fifty-six years old. The building creatively introduced the concept of "primary space" and "secondary space," becoming the cornerstone of the Philadelphia School.

At the age of forty-three, Mies van der Rohe designed the German Pavilion for the Barcelona International Exposition. This building is absolutely devoid of any superfluous elements attached to it, without cluttered decoration, without fabricated changes, without odd-shaped ornaments. What it has is the graceful and transparent architecture itself and the continuous flow of space inside and outside.

The German Pavilion thoroughly implemented Mies van der Rohe's architectural design concept of "less is more," but unfortunately, it did not attract much attention at the time and was demolished five months later. However, 25 years after its demolition, it was acclaimed as a masterpiece. The local authorities in Barcelona rebuilt this classic work in the last two years.

Robert A. M. Stern, needless to say, worked as a construction contractor for many years before getting into the field of architectural design. He was already 57 years old when he designed the East Building of the National Gallery of Art in the United States.

Rin Tooyohara remembers the rise to fame of almost every master architect. At his age, there are indeed very few young architects who have attracted widespread attention in the industry, but they do exist! However, at his age, none have yet developed a unique architectural design concept and produced mature works that can lay the foundation for such a theory.

Regardless of whether it is the four great masters of modernism or the younger generation of architectural masters, they may have started considering this issue in their twenties, but it takes at least until after the age of forty to produce works of such high completion.

Gropius was a bit younger, but he was already 31 when he designed the model factory, which was several years older than Linlou! And this work was not very mature, it wasn't until he was 42 that he completed the design of the Bauhaus school building, firmly establishing his master status.

I am also taking advantage of being a time traveler. In my previous life, I had accumulated over ten years of architectural design experience. After traveling here, it's been another eight years. Adding the two together, the time I have spent in the architectural industry is almost the same as when masters like Groppius and Mies van der Rohe presented their representative works.

And he has also seen so many future classic works and more advanced architectural design concepts. If he still can't produce such mature works, it would be a pity.

It was not until Cao Kai came in and called them to eat that Qian Yuanlin reluctantly stopped the interview. He still wanted to ask more questions to Lin Lou, but the scheduled interview time was already up.

"Mr. Qianyuan, you have come from afar as guests, and I am definitely going to entertain you. If you don't mind, let's have a simple meal together tonight! And take a look at the renovated alley!" Linlou extended the invitation. He had already arranged with Mr. Li yesterday to set up a table in the courtyard to entertain the guests.

"It's our pleasure!" During the meal, we will definitely continue to communicate with Mr. Lin. Qianyuan Linren readily agreed and expressed his gratitude repeatedly.

When they arrived at the location, Rin Toya was once again surprised. A solitary building stood there, and it felt completely different from the clustered buildings in the vicinity.

He continued to have the photographer take pictures while pondering that Mr. Lin not only had a solid foundation to become a master in the field of architectural design, but also had considerable attainments in urban planning. Perhaps he could become a master who crosses two fields, like Mr. Le Corbusier and Mr. Kisho Kurokawa.

Oh no, the information I collected earlier is enough to write two articles. If I focus on this alley to introduce Mr. Lin's urban planning concept, wouldn't it be too much for three articles? The editor-in-chief will definitely kill me, right?

Moreover, the interview time has already arrived, and it may not be appropriate to ask too many questions at the dinner table later. It seems that Mr. Lin also doesn't have time to reschedule. What should we do?

At the dining table, Lin enthusiastically introduced Mr. Qian to Mr. Li and the dishes. "Mr. Li's ancestors once served the Qing Dynasty royal family. These dishes are adapted from the imperial menu of the Qing Dynasty. Many foreign guests have praised it. When Mr. Bernardo Bertolucci was in Beijing, he enjoyed dining here very much!"

Bertolucci's "The Last Emperor" won nine awards at the beginning of this year, including Best Picture and Best Director. Now it is very popular. Under his influence, many foreigners, when they arrive in Beijing, will try to have a meal at Lǐ Lǎoye's place. If it weren't for Lín Lóu's face, it would probably be unrealistic for Qian Yuan to eat there.

By the way, it is worth mentioning that during the filming process, Lin Lou also fulfilled his role as a consultant very well, not only better showcasing the charm of the Forbidden City, but also avoiding any regrets of the original history where the Forbidden City was damaged during the filming process.

"Sparaci, you are really amazing!" Seeing all kinds of delicious dishes, Senkaku Toshihito gave a thumbs-up, but even the most delicious dishes couldn't stimulate his appetite now. What he cares about now is how to get more things from the Lin Lou and write the article well.

Linlou also cooperates quite well. One reason is the great influence of "Architecture and the City," and the other is probably because Qian Yuanlin is very professional and always able to ask key questions.

In later years, he once participated in a series of documentaries about architects. The female journalist had quite a good network of resources, and she interviewed many architectural masters such as Alvaro Siza and Ma Yansong. Unfortunately, she didn't have a clue about the subject and her questions were on the level of Dongrina. She also liked to show off by taking selfies, which made Linlou totally unable to comment.

There are interviewers like this whose documentary cannot be watched, and the barrage is full of criticism of her; however, Qianyuan Linren is different, very professional, and it is a very pleasant thing to be interviewed by such a journalist.

After finishing the meal, both sides still felt a bit reluctant to part ways, so they moved to the pavilion in the yard. They continued chatting while drinking tea, until late into the night, when Qianyuan Linren reluctantly bid farewell. It was not because he had no more questions to ask, but he felt that it would be impolite to continue disturbing Linlou at this time.

Lin Lou didn't ask them to return to Xiangshan Hotel, but instead let them stay at his house. Anyway, the yard is so big, there are plenty of places to stay, and they can also further immerse themselves in and understand his work.

Upon waking up in the morning, Lin headed to work, leaving Cao Kai to give an introduction to Qianyuan Linren. After visiting the Quadrangle in the afternoon, Qianyuan Linren left and prepared to visit the library of Linzhou University and the residential building project of the education system in Linzhou City. After that, there are plans to visit the Museum of Hai Dong Province and the Mount Xiangjiang Club.

After visiting these places, he will return to Japan to formally write the article; He originally only planned for five days, thinking it would be enough, but now it seems it's not enough.

So, while at the airport, he called the editor-in-chief to request an extension of time, especially for the stay in Nanjiang City. It was imperative to thoroughly understand the situation at the Haidong Province Museum.

"Nani? Are you saying Mr. Lin has already completed a mature work that is enough to establish his position as a master?" The editor-in-chief was also surprised to hear this news.

"Yes, I can bet my honor as a student of the East University Department of Architecture!" Qianyuan Linren was afraid that the chief editor would not agree, so he simply bet his own reputation.

"That's really impressive! I'll give you the time and budget, you must make sure to write this article well! By the way, any news from journalists in Europe and the United States? We can't let them beat us to it!" The editor-in-chief also realized the problem at hand. The content for the next issue has already been confirmed, mainly focusing on the architectural design concepts of the International Airport in the capital of Latvia and the Lin Building, but there's no space to write about the Museum of Hai Dong Province.

Then it can only be scheduled for the next issue after next, but this raises a new worry. If European or American architectural journals also contact Lin Lou for an interview and release the news of the Haidong Museum first, they will lose out.

"Until I left, Mr. Lin had not received the interview request from the European and American journals yet! It may be because they haven't noticed yet, or the procedures are more complicated." Qian Yuanren said, "Nowadays, it is not easy for Chinese people to go abroad, and it is not as convenient for foreigners to come to China as it used to be."

Because of its proximity and increasing investment in China in recent years, Japan is more convenient than Western countries, which benefits "Architecture and Urbanism."

"That doesn't mean we can let our guard down!" The editor-in-chief still didn't let his guard down.

"I have already made an agreement with Mr. Lin's assistant. If there are interview requests from Western journalists, he will notify us!" Qianyuan Renren was not unprepared either. He secured Cao Kai's promise by exchanging a few collections of Japanese architects' drawings.

Of course, Cao Kai also obtained permission from Lin Lou, otherwise he would not have disclosed this information. The reason Lin Lou allowed it is that he feels Japan is deeply influenced by China and can better understand the Hai Dong Museum project, allowing them to introduce this project to the world first, which is much better than other magazines.

The editor-in-chief finally relaxed and immediately held a meeting to coordinate the layout of the next issue. Meanwhile, Qian Yuan Linren went around visiting the works in the forest building.

Once back in Tokyo, he immediately began organizing the materials and formally writing the article. After toiling for several days and sacrificing countless hairs, Satoru Senohara finally completed the article.

After several rounds of revisions and sacrificing a lot of hair, this article finally appeared in the "Architecture and Urbanism" magazine. People around the world who are interested in the Lin Tower and the Latvian project have seen this article.

Lin Lou's exposition on indigenous architectural design concepts and his works have captivated them, and they greatly appreciate this wonderful article.

However, when it came to the end, Qianyuan Linren said, "Mr. Lin's research on indigenous architectural concepts has become very mature, and he has already produced more outstanding works to demonstrate his architectural concept. Unfortunately, due to space constraints, we cannot provide a detailed introduction in this issue. Please look forward to the next article, where we will present Mr. Lin's most outstanding work to date!"

What? Even journals and magazines are being censored?
Chapter 565 Shock

"Wait? A more outstanding work? And also a mature work that can fully demonstrate one's architectural concept? Is 'Architecture and Urbanism' not joking? Mr. Lin is indeed talented, but how old is he? Many professionals in the architecture industry find it hard to believe, after all, those masters in the past didn't produce such works until they were over forty years old."

Lin Lou is only 26 years old this year. According to past experience, it will take him at least ten years to refine his architectural concepts and produce representative works.

"But this is 'Architecture and Urbanism,' not some trashy journal! Their articles have all been rigorously reviewed, and they wouldn't say so unless they had concrete evidence!" The authority of 'Architecture and Urbanism' has compelled many people to believe this.

And started looking forward to the next issue as soon as possible, hoping to see Lin's new work as soon as possible. "The world is full of modernism, which is really exhausting. The architecture world does need a new concept to break the monopoly of modernism!"

Currently, there are various new concepts, such as Venturi's postmodernism, Álvaro Siza's new regionalism, Bernard Tschumi's expression of deconstructionism in La Villette Park, etc. But who could ever complain about more architectural theories?

The most important thing is that Linlou has established a considerable reputation in the international architectural community through projects such as the Xiangshan Hotel, the Summit Club, the Holy Drum Stadium, the flagship store of Pierre Cardin Radfans, and the capital airport of Latvia. Everyone acknowledges his strength and believes that he has the ability to create something remarkable.

Lin Lou has finally unveiled their long-awaited masterpiece. Naturally, these architects are eager to see their work early. Perhaps Lin Lou's new work will inspire them and help them advance in the field of architectural design.

These architects are very familiar with various building materials and conventional design techniques. What they lack is a bit of inspiration, a change in conceptual ideas. Any new concepts are worth their attention.

"It's a pity that it's too much trouble to go to China. Otherwise, I really want to book a flight now and visit him in China to see his new work as soon as possible!" Some architects felt regretful about this.

"Is the capital airport project in Latvia about to be completed now? As the main architect, he will definitely attend the ceremony. We can go to Latvia to see him then! I just don't know which will come first, this ceremony or the next issue of 'Architecture and Urbanism'!"

The completion celebration ceremony for the capital airport project in Latvia has not yet been scheduled, so they do not know which one will come earlier.

Some architects who have connections with the Linyin Tower have started making phone calls, from Ieoh Ming Pei to Kisho Kurokawa, from Arata Isozaki to Rem Koolhaas, and even Zaha Hadid, who is continuing to hone her skills, has inquired specifically.

"Yes, I made a more in-depth attempt to more closely integrate traditional Chinese architecture with modern architecture... The article in 'Architecture and Urbanism' may be a bit exaggerated, right? Do you want to see my drawings? I would be honored, I will send them to you by fax right away," Linlou replied joyfully.

"The quality of the faxed drawings is not very good. If possible, could you mail the drawings instead? Nowadays, architects are worried that the poor quality of faxes will affect their ability to observe details."

"I was just about to say, I will send a fax now to give you a rough idea, and then I will arrange for someone to make copies of the documents and mail them to you! The materials will include renderings, floor plans, photos of Fujian Tulou, the origin and process of designing the building, allowing them to have a more intuitive understanding of my design concept."

"That would be great! Unfortunately, I have several projects to work on recently. Otherwise, I would definitely go to Beijing to exchange ideas with you!" Several architectural masters expressed similar sentiments.

Equally excited are those architectural journals, especially the "Architectural Record" and "Abitare," which have previously published heavyweight articles introducing the Riga Capital Airport project. They have clearly noticed Lin's building and have begun to consider interviewing him, but unexpectedly, "Architectural Review" got there first.

"National Geographic," on the other hand, remained quite calm. They did not pay much attention to those projects that were still on paper and unfinished. However, they did take note of the matter and decided to continue monitoring Lin Lou. They planned to send a reporter to the site to photograph and write an article for coverage once his new project was completed.

"Look at what we've done. The rise of 'Architecture and Urbanism' has already made it difficult for us, and now they have taken the lead. If the next issue's work is really that important, our influence will definitely be further weakened by them. The high-end journal market is only so big. If 'Architecture and Urbanism' takes more, then others will have to take less."

No one wants to bear the consequences, so they quickly made a decision, "Contact Mr. Lin immediately. No matter what method you use, you must find him as soon as possible, investigate his new work thoroughly, and produce a high-quality article for me! If you can't do it, I'll find someone else!"

This replacement obviously entails more than just having someone take over the job. The person who was originally responsible for contacting Linlou probably should be kicked out. For this lucrative and prestigious job, many people have begun to seek all kinds of connections to strive for an opportunity to go to China to interview Linlou.

"Abitare" found Pierre Cardin, while "Architectural Record" found Lin Qiao. They are very concerned about the development of architectural design software and they are also aware of the relationship between Linlou and Linqiao. At that time, the journalist was a little puzzled, thinking, "If I had a billionaire brother, how could I still stay in China? I'm afraid I would have run to the United States to enjoy life long ago."

Even if he wants to continue working in the construction industry, there is no problem. With the wealth of Lin Qiao, he can completely purchase land and complete his work according to his own wishes, without worrying about the interference of the first party.

If Lin Lou knew about this, he would probably laugh at it. Citizens of immigrant countries like you, how would you understand the sense of patriotism? As an architect, one must continuously draw inspiration, and China's long history and profound traditional architectural culture can provide an endless source of inspiration.

If he deviates from these, what distinguishes him from American architects? Would his designs still have such a distinct personal style?

Anyway, the efforts of these journalists were effective. Lin Lou agreed to their interview, they also obtained visas to China, then took the fastest plane and came to Beijing, arriving at Lin Lou's courtyard.

Although Lin agreed to be interviewed and allowed them to view the blueprints of the Museum of Haidong Province, he wouldn't be as accommodating as when Qian Yuanlin came. He was too busy with work and did not have time to meet with them individually. Therefore, he could only allow journalists from "Abitare" and "Architectural Record" and other magazines to conduct a group interview.

These reporters are all feeling discontent. In the past, when they went to interview that up-and-coming architect, wasn't that architect eagerly looking forward to it? They were well-prepared and willing to be interviewed, a rare experience compared to other reporters.

Upon careful consideration, it may be that a similar situation was encountered when I interviewed I.M. Pei shortly after the completion of the Louvre Museum renovation project. Could it be that Linlou is now comparable to I.M. Pei?

Even though they kept complaining in their hearts, when they were in front of Lin Lou, they still had to behave properly. It's very rare for a young architect to have the opportunity to be interviewed by a top journal. For many people, this may be their only chance in a lifetime. Once they can't produce high-quality designs anymore, they will be discarded.

Kelin Tower is different. "Architecture and Urbanism" has already interviewed him and even dedicated two issues to introduce his work. Moreover, there are many peers of the same level rushing to come. If we give up the interview because of this, and when other magazines publish in-depth articles one after another, our own magazine does not mention it at all, it will definitely become a laughing stock, right?

So they had no choice but to accept this reality and, as per Lin's arrangement, ask questions one after another. This made them feel very uncomfortable, as they were used to asking whatever questions they wanted in the past.

However, some problems have been raised by other magazines today, so I can only think of new ones; some other reporters have not raised them, but they are starting to worry that if they ask, will it give other magazines new inspiration? If several magazines write similar articles, it would be embarrassing.

Linlou doesn't care about these. If you want to come for an interview, I've given you the opportunity. In the end, it depends on your skills to see what kind of article you can produce!

In the previous Riga Capital Airport project, didn't you provide detailed analysis from different perspectives? I believe you can definitely do it this time.

Spending an entire afternoon, they finally managed to dismiss these reporters. Life in Lin Building returned to its calm state. However, the reporters did not stop working. Just like Senjin Akihara, they continued their visits to other works in Lin Building, with particular focus on the works in Haidong Province.

Suddenly so many foreign guests arrived, even Haidong Province was taken by surprise. After learning the reason for this, they were overjoyed. Originally, when they invited Lin Lou to design the museum, they had only hoped for a little recognition in the country, not to be left too far behind by other provinces, but who would have expected such good fortune!

The original museum has just been demolished, and the construction of the new museum has not yet begun. However, so many foreign journalists have come to pay attention, and they said that this museum has caused a huge reaction overseas. Could it be that our Haidong Provincial Museum has already become famous abroad? What a pleasant surprise!

So, these journalists enjoyed more convenience than Rinyan Senen at that time. They were specially arranged cars and guides to take them to visit the tulou, and invited architects from the provincial and municipal institutes to talk to them about the origin and process of the design of the Linlou building, as well as the details of the traditional architecture of Haidong displayed in those places, and so on.

After several days of busyness, they finally completed the collection of materials, returned to their own magazine, and began to write articles, preparing to compete with "Architecture and Urbanism".

However, they were still somewhat late. Before they could finish the article, the new issue of "Architecture and Urbanism" had published new articles. This time, Lin Lou's name still appeared on the cover, but the design had been changed to an illustration of the Haidong Provincial Museum. They grandly introduced this building to architectural professionals worldwide.

Rinjin Chihara started the article by elaborating on the localism design advocated by Lin Lou, and provided a detailed analysis of Lin Lou's previous works, such as the Saint Drum Stadium and the Saint Drum culture in Urdi, as well as the Latvian cultural elements reflected in the Riga Capital Airport project.

He even helped boost the confidence of architects from his own country, selecting a few works by Japanese architects such as Kenzo Tange and Tadao Ando that incorporated Japanese culture, and gave them high praise.

Then they included a large-scale rendering of the Qinghai Provincial Museum, and compared it to previous works, telling architects around the world that the previous works of Lin Building added some local cultural elements to the basis of modernism, but still remained primarily modern architecture.

When it comes to the museum project in Haidong Province, the integration of local culture and modernist architecture is even closer, with a more balanced ratio and more meticulous handling of details in various aspects.

Rin'ito Senbara has provided a detailed explanation of the above points, allowing readers to more intuitively understand that although Lin Lou is only 26 years old this year, his exploration of his architectural philosophy has already reached maturity, otherwise he would not have produced works of such high completion.

This work, in terms of the concept of local architectural design, is like the German Pavilion at the Barcelona International Exposition designed by Mies van der Rohe, and it has great historical significance, enough to be recorded in the history of world architecture.

When this article came out, no matter how the architects understood it, magazines like "Abitare" and "Architectural Record" were furious. You've said almost everything we wanted to say, what should we say now?

They can only continue to modify their articles, selecting some perspectives that Qianyuan Linren has not yet mentioned to praise the innovative design of Linlou.

Within just one month, several influential architectural journals have published articles introducing the same project to architects around the world.

Such exaggerated self-promotion has caused envy and jealousy among architects around the world. Why don't we have such treatment?

At the same time, they also noticed the impact that the project of the Musem of Haidong Province would bring to future architecture. For a moment, the architectural community was filled with amazement.
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"Architecture and the City" focused on the analysis of the combination of traditional oriental architecture and modern architecture in the Haidong Museum project. Japanese architecture has been deeply influenced by Chinese architecture, so they can understand the intention behind the design of the Linlou building very well.

The research on traditional Eastern architecture in "Abitare" and "建筑实录" is not thorough enough. Moreover, before them, "建筑与都市" had already analyzed this point quite thoroughly. So if they continue to follow the ideas of "建筑与都市," the articles they write will be meaningless.

So they took a different approach and began to delve into the relationship between straight lines and curves to interpret Lin Lou's work in depth. Before this, although many architects had started to explore the application of curves in architectural design, the vast majority of architects still mainly used straight lines to complete their works.

In the design of the Sea East Provincial Museum, a large number of curves are used. At the same time, this kind of design, just like the Riga Capital Airport project in Latvia, cannot be achieved using traditional design methods, and must be assisted by computers. These points are also worth emphasizing.

Several influential architectural journals worldwide have conducted in-depth analyses of the Museum of the East project in Linlou, from various perspectives. Their articles have sparked significant reactions within the global architectural community upon publication.

In Asia, whether it's Japan, North and South Korea, Southeast Asia, or South Asia, architects have seen the potential of combining local traditional architecture with modernist architecture in the Haedong Provincial Museum project. This has broadened their horizons and they have finally found their own new path.

If one entirely learns modernist architecture and completely imitates the architectural design concepts that originated in European and American countries, at most they will only be a qualified learner!

However, if they could combine modernist architecture with the essence of local traditional architectural culture, and create buildings with rich local characteristics, they might also attract worldwide attention like the Lin Lou.

In European and American countries, modernist architecture originated from there. Therefore, they do not attach much importance to the combination of modern architecture and native traditional architecture. However, Linlou's skillful application of curves in the project of the Haidong Provincial Museum has also attracted their attention.

Since Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, Gropius and others pioneered modernist architecture, the use of steel, glass, concrete, and straight lines has dominated the architectural world.

Starting from the German Pavilion at the Barcelona World's Fair, the Bauhaus school building, and the Cicogna Mozzoni Tower, the straight line has become the mainstream in the architectural world. Even though masters like I.M. Pei have made breakthroughs in this area, the triangle, which I.M. Pei excels in, is still composed of straight lines. Most architects also consider the straight line as an unshakable guide.

When designing a project, people often only consider straight lines and regular planes formed by straight lines. This makes the design process simpler and the construction easier.

Since the debut of Ziyada Lin, projects such as the Xiangshan Hotel, the Linzhou University Library, the Xiangjiang Summit Club, the Shenggu Stadium, the International Airport in the capital of Latvia, the Shanghai Youth League Office Building, the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin, and the current Hai Dong Provincial Museum, have all been cleverly designed with the application of curves, giving these buildings a unique and radiant charm.

These projects have made architects around the world realize that not only straight lines can form buildings, but curved lines can also create classic architecture.

They eagerly browse through these articles, unwilling to miss any details on the drawings, carefully pondering the application of curves in Lin Lou's work.

Many people have started to research and explore how these curves in Lin's architecture are drawn. It seems impossible to grasp the variations of these curves solely relying on human effort!

To know that, changing the architectural style is not just about drawing some random pictures. It involves discussions on how to achieve it structurally, how to carry out construction, and so on. All of these are questions that require detailed analysis and careful calculations.

These arguments and calculation methods are very different from before, and they are also more complicated, so they are all very curious as to how Linlou actually completed this work.

This is the power of combining computer with architectural design. In the past, architects used paper and pen, at most with a calculator, and the power of these tools has its limits.

The advent of computers has greatly increased the upper limit of architectural design, allowing designers to break free from the constraints of straight lines and meticulously design more complex lines with the help of computers. This is why we have the Guggenheim Museum designed by Frank Gehry and many imaginative works by Zaha Hadid.

In the future, with the help of computers, Zaha can provide hundreds or thousands of solutions for the client to choose from when bidding for the same project. In contrast, traditional architectural firms can only produce two or three sets of plans, even if they work their employees to exhaustion. How can they compete like this?

Nowadays, the functionality of computers and software is not as powerful as it will be in the future. However, with Lin's strong backing from the powerful Autodesk company and his own experience, he can completely have them develop suitable software for himself.

Using these software to design architectural works would be a huge blow to the architects of the 1980s. It enables them to achieve designs that other architects couldn't, constantly shaking up the architectural world.

From the Xiangjiang Club project in Hong Kong, to the Riga International Airport project in Latvia, and now to the Heidong Provincial Museum, the emergence of these projects has finally made the international architectural community take notice of itself.

"The design tools he used are very advanced. Although I am curious why a Chinese architect can come up with more advanced tools than us, the fact is just that!" Frank Gehry, who is passionate about parametric design, commented to his partner after seeing Lin's work.

"Help me book the earliest flight. I want to go to China right away and have a chat with him! I have a feeling that this tool can totally fulfill my idea!"

And in Asia, especially in Japan, Kishizaki Shin, Kurokawa Kisho, Tadao Ando, and other people who had previously interacted with Linlou, analyzed Linlou's works from an artistic perspective.

"The building materials are modern, the construction methods are modern, and the functional zoning is also modern, but in general, the design concept presented by this building belongs completely to traditional Chinese architecture! This concept is truly worth learning from!"

Most Japanese architects have developed their expertise in Western architectural design principles. However, deep in their hearts, they still hold a strong admiration for traditional Japanese architecture.

However, with the development of the times, traditional Japanese architecture, like traditional Chinese architecture, no longer meets the needs of modern society. After all, architecture has to keep up with the development of the times.

Before Lin Lou, Kenzo Tange attempted to combine traditional elements with modern architecture through the Yoyogi National Gymnasium, and Kisho Kurokawa also extracted the theory of grey space from Japanese traditional culture. However, their attempts were still superficial and far from as in-depth as Lin Lou's.

When they saw the design renderings of the Museum of Haidong Province, they felt a sudden enlightenment, realizing that what they had been searching for so ardently had already been figured out by others long ago!

Most Japanese traditional architecture was learned from China. For them to become top architects in Japan, it is impossible not to be familiar with these. So as soon as they saw the techniques used in the Linlou in the Haixi Provincial Museum project, they immediately had a feeling of enlightenment. This combination and concept are truly ingenious and well worth studying!

"Kurokawa, when will you communicate with Lin about the Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center project? Will it be in Beijing or Tokyo? If possible, can we go together?" Some people are starting to ask Kurokawa, as they are eager to communicate with Lin.

"Unfortunately, our last meeting was held in Tokyo. According to our previous agreement, the next meeting should be in Beijing! I am sure I will discuss the Heidong Province Museum project with Mr. Lin. If you want to go, I can also talk to Mr. Lin and see if he has time!" Unconsciously, Mr. Hei Chuan has also changed his way of addressing Lin.

Before, he only saw Lin Lou as a talented junior, but when the Hai Dong Provincial Museum came out, Hei Chuan Ji Zhang also realized that the other party's exploration of architecture had surpassed his own. It seemed that the other party's future position in the architectural world would just be a matter of time. The gap between his proudest theory of "grey space" and Lin Lou's current innovations is not insignificant.

"Then I'll leave it to you!" These Japanese architects were eager to communicate with the 林楼, as the prevalence of modernism worldwide had deeply disgusted them. However, it wasn't easy to find new architectural design concepts, but the 林楼's proposal opened a window for them to see new possibilities.

The cultural context of Japan is significantly different from that of Western countries. During the period of economic underdevelopment, Japan made great efforts to learn from the West. However, after many years of economic development, the Japanese have gradually gained confidence. Although in recent years, Japan's economic growth has not been as rapid as it was in the past due to the Plaza Accord.

However, due to inertia, the contemplation of their own national history and culture has begun to spread. They are also trying to break free from the influence of Western culture and reshape their own culture. Lin's work on this building has shown them the possibility of promoting their own national culture in the field of architecture. How can they not be excited?

"Mr. Lin's many ideas are exactly what I am currently pondering. The architectural world has been dominated by straight lines for too long! I want to have a chat with him in person!" Meanwhile in Europe, Zaha is discussing this project with Bernard Quimi.

"I have the same thoughts. Although I have incorporated some similar ideas in the design of the Lavette Park, Mr. Lin's ideas are ultimately more mature. It would be very helpful for me to have a discussion with him!" Bernard agreed with Zaha's thoughts.

"Alphons, will Lin be coming to Paris soon?" Gregoire Bazin also found Alphons and wanted to get the latest information about Linlou from him.

"Mr. Gembaozanbake, I'm sorry, according to the agreement between me and Mr. Lin, the next meeting should be held in Beijing. If you are interested, we can go together!" Alphans is also very happy to establish a relationship with such a big shot like Mr. Gembaozanbake.

"This is really a pity! However, it is worth it for me to make a special trip to Beijing for the ideas reflected in this project. Alphons, when you book the plane tickets, please let me know too!" Grembazanbak had been to China before, so he wasn't particularly worried. He even missed Beijing's food a little bit.

"I think you will definitely meet a lot of old friends on this plane! Recently, there are more than just you inquiring about Mr. Lin's latest news!" Alphons shrugged and said. There are quite a few well-known architects who have approached him recently to inquire about the latest news on Mr. Lin. After all, he is the spokesman for Lin's building in Europe."

In the United States, Lin Qiao also encountered a similar annoyance. "Building Records" exposed his relationship with Linlou, and many American architects wanted to communicate with Linlou but could not find his contact information, so they found him!

At the same time, these architects all have their own architectural firms and are also important clients of Outeck company. He couldn't just turn these architects away, so he could only agree to their inquiries about visiting the Lin building and see when it would be convenient to have some exchanges.

"Xiaolou, this new project of yours has truly surprised me. Since the Xiangshan Hotel project, I have been researching how to integrate traditional Chinese architecture with modern architecture. But before I could figure it out, you have already come up with a very mature proposal!" Even I. M. Pei called Linlou personally.

"I have to say, it's really a great privilege for an architect to design a museum for their hometown. If possible, I would also like to design a new museum for Suzhou!"

"If the Suzhou side knows about your idea, they will definitely warmly invite you!" Linlou was also curious. If the new building of Suzhou Museum is completed ahead of schedule, how would the final plan be different from what he was familiar with?

"Have you been in Beijing recently? I may return to my home country in a few days, so we can catch up then!" I. M. Pei also wants to have a good chat with Linlou.

"Looking forward to your visit. Just let me know when you're coming, and I'll pick you up from the airport!" Lin responded promptly.

Then he received many more phone calls. When he heard that so many people wanted to communicate with him, Lin Lou started to get a headache. If he had to communicate with each person individually, how could he find enough time?

How about we have a meeting to communicate?
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Lin found Commissioner Wu and explained the situation. Commissioner Wu immediately expressed support, saying, "This is a good thing. These are all world-renowned architectural masters. It's not easy to invite one to our school for exchange. We have so many of them coming together, it's definitely worth a grand event!"

If we were to translate this to the physics community, it would be equivalent to gathering the big shots in the photo from the Solvay Conference and inviting a dozen or so of them to a meeting at Tsinghua University. This would undoubtedly be a major event in the academic world.

"Let's go and find the principal now. We need to settle the matter today! We need to prepare the venue and make sure the reception work is well organized. We need to start these tasks as soon as possible!" With that, Commissioner Wu began to get ready to stand up.

"Teacher Wu, with so many masters coming together this time, it would be a pity to only discuss my design. Why don't we add another topic and talk about your "General Architecture Studies"? I believe they would also be very interested!" Commissioner Wu has helped himself so much, Lin Lou also wants to return the favor.

And Commissioner Wu's "General Architecture" indeed carries such weight, worthy of being specially brought out to exchange ideas with these masters, so that they can also experience and feel that the Chinese architectural community is not just about themselves.

Being able to present his own theory in front of so many masters, this suggestion really touched Commissioner Wu, but after some thought, he shook his head and refused Lin. "Xiaolou, I appreciate your kindness! But these masters are here for you. What role do I have in the midst of this?"

"And, one core topic for a meeting is enough. There is already so much to discuss about your Hai Dong Museum project! There's no need to include my stuff, especially since my book isn't even finished yet. I'll wait until it's completed to communicate with them!" Commissioner Wu actually felt a bit regretful when refusing.

Because he also knew that these architectural masters were usually very busy, it wouldn't be easy to gather so many of them together again. However, he still chose to refuse because he felt that this was a good opportunity to push young Chinese architects towards the world, and he shouldn't interfere.

Linlou said it twice, but Commissioner Wu strongly disagreed. He was starting to get annoyed by the constant talking, "Alright, alright, go find the principal quickly. If you don't go now, they will be off work!"

Linlou eventually gave up and followed Commissioner Wu to find the president. The current president of Tsinghua University is Zhang Xiaowen, who graduated from the Department of Mechanical Manufacturing Engineering of Tsinghua in the 1950s. Initially, he was engaged in teaching and research on metal materials. In the early 1970s, he began to focus on new ceramic materials. After returning from overseas exchanges, he successively served as the head of the Department of Chemical Engineering and Vice President of Tsinghua University. He only recently assumed the position of president.

Principal Zhang's main research direction is electronic ceramics, including microstructure characteristics and research methods, relationship between fine structure and performance, defect chemistry of electronic ceramics, ordered and disordered transitions of composite perovskite structural materials and their influence on the properties of relaxor ferroelectric materials, etc. He has achieved considerable results and won numerous awards at home and abroad.

During his tenure as principal, he presided over the teaching reform work at Tsinghua University, united teachers and students to promote the school's development in stability, implemented various reforms and constructions focusing on improving teaching quality, promoted the expansion of disciplinary structure, made significant contributions to the cultivation of high-level talents based on domestic needs, vigorously promoted scientific research, saw great developments in high-tech science and technology, and witnessed significant increases in the number of research projects, funding, achievements, and national awards.

Principal Zhang readily agreed when he heard about the good news. He said, "Although I don't know much about architecture, I have heard of Master Bei's name before. I haven't heard of those other masters, but since Professor Wu speaks highly of them, they must be renowned figures in the field of architecture. It's great to have these world-class architects willing to visit Tsinghua University, and of course, we welcome them!"

“How should this exchange meeting be held? The architecture department can make decisions, and the school will fully cooperate. No matter the venue, funds, or personnel, as long as you make the suggestions, we will try our best to accommodate them!” Just after taking office, Principal Zhang was quite happy to encounter such a good opportunity. The simultaneous appearance of these world-class masters at Tsinghua is indeed worthy of attention.

"Haha, now Peking University will be jealous again!" In the office, someone habitually started comparing again with Peking University. The rivalry between these two schools is an old tradition.

"The event should be lively, but let's try to save on expenses! The school's budget is quite tight at the moment," Linlou advised. Tsinghua University and Peking University's annual funding ranks among the highest in the country, but due to limitations in the national economic development, the absolute amount still cannot fully meet the school's development needs.

"Even if it's nerve-wracking, we still need to loosen up a bit on this matter. And not to mention, just the amount of money you two brothers donate to the school every year could fund this kind of event many times over. If other departments have any objections, they can also invite professionals over, can't they? As long as they can invite them, we will offer our support as well!"

The students don't know about the donations from Linlou and Linqiao to Tsinghua University, but the leaders are well aware. They donate so much to the school every year. Now that there's an event to be organized, how can the school be so stingy?

Alas, look at others. Not only can they make great academic achievements, but they can also donate to the school. If our school had more students like Lin Lou and Lin Qiao, it would be impressive.

As soon as this idea came to mind, the contemplative person laughed. Such students are definitely hard to come by. Look at the whole country, besides the two of them, is there a third one? Tsinghua University has two, why can't they be content?

With the support of the school, Member Wu immediately began arranging people to organize preparatory work. Upon hearing about this, other architectural design units and colleges also quickly contacted Tsinghua University. The opportunity to have close contact with the master is indeed rare. You must take me with you!

However, there are simply too many people who want to participate. Even if the largest auditorium in the school is made available, it still wouldn't be enough. Therefore, Commissioner Wu has to impose restrictions on the number of participants from each unit, while emphasizing that young architects must occupy more than half of the spots.

This opportunity for exchange and learning is truly invaluable. He does not want this precious opportunity to become a stage for certain people to show off their qualifications. If one is too old, their ability to learn may no longer keep pace. It would be better to have a few young architects come to participate. Their future path is still long, and who knows, after the exchange they might make substantial progress.

After intense preparations, renowned architects such as Ieoh Ming Pei, Arata Isozaki, Kisho Kurokawa, Tadao Ando, Rem Koolhaas, Bernard Tschumi, Frank Gehry, and Zaha Hadid have successively arrived in Beijing, checked into the Fragrant Hills Hotel, and are awaiting the start of the conference.

On the day the conference began, the entire Tsinghua campus was immersed in joy. The auditorium was newly decorated, and the students lined up to welcome the arrival of these masters.

Students in the architecture department are the envy of everyone, because as long as you study architecture, even if you have just entered your freshman year, you are eligible to enter the auditorium and listen to the speeches of these masters. Other department students can only select the best representatives to enter, and they have to sit behind the architecture students.

"Ah, it would be great if Yang Zhenning and Li Zhengdao could also have this kind of exchange at Tsinghua when they return to China!" sighed a student from the Physics department. By then, they would be the ones in the spotlight.

"Can Lin Qiao invite those American computer experts? If we can get Edgar Codd, John Backus, and Claude Shannon to come, it's a pity that Turing has already passed away..." The students in the computer department also sighed.

Edgar F. Codd is a philosopher with a PhD from the University of Michigan, and a researcher at IBM. He is known as the "father of relational databases" and was awarded the Turing Award in 1981 for his outstanding contributions to the theory and practice of database management systems. Since the 1980s, almost all database management systems introduced by computer manufacturers have supported his relational model, and current research in the field of databases is mostly based on his relational model.

John Backus graduated from Columbia University and also worked at IBM. In 1952, he led a team to design a fast encoding system for the early computer 701 of the International Business Machines Corporation. In 1953, he designed the FORTRAN (Formula Translation) language for the 704 computer. He also participated in the design of the ALGOL (Algorithmic Language) and proposed a notation for describing the syntax of the ALGOL-60 language, known as Backus-Naur Form (BNF), which was later adopted by many other languages. Backus was awarded the Turing Award in 1977.

Claude Shannon obtained his master's and doctoral degrees at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and joined Bell Labs in 1941. He proposed the concept of information entropy, laying the foundation for information theory and digital communication.

In 1948, Shannon's lengthy paper "A Mathematical Theory of Communication" became a milestone in the formal birth of information theory. In his communication mathematical model, he clearly raised the issue of measuring information, expanded Hartley's formula to the case of different probabilities pi, and obtained the famous formula for calculating information entropy H.

If the logarithm log in the calculation is based on 2, then the calculated information entropy is measured in bits. The commonly used terms such as Byte, KB, MB, GB in computer and communication are all derived from bits.

These are all famous masters in the history of computer science development, and they are also looking forward to personally listening to the teachings of the masters. However, now, they can only envy the students in the architecture department for now.

This exchange meeting will be divided into two parts. First, Lin will present his design proposal for the Haidong Museum and discuss several issues of concern in the architectural field. Then, architects and Lin will engage in an open discussion on the issues they care about. Finally, there will be a question and answer session for the students and other attendees.

The communication meeting officially begins. Lin Lou hung up the large-scale renderings that he had rushed out in the past few days. Although Bei Yuming and others had already seen the renderings of the Haidong Provincial Museum in magazines such as "Architecture and Urbanism" and "Architectural Record", the visual impact of the reduced-size renderings on those magazines was far less compared to the ones in front of them.

" 'Straight lines belong to mankind, while curves belong to God.' Mr. Lin's work allows me to experience the beauty of curves in architecture once again! Through these renderings, it seems that Zaha has seen the goal she has been exploring for a long time."

This sentence is a famous saying of the Spanish architect Gaudi, which basically means that human vision is straight, and approaches every issue with a linear mindset. However, there are no straight lines in nature due to gravity, everything in nature is curved. Therefore, human perspectives will inevitably be flawed. God (nature) views everything with a curved perspective, which is in line with the characteristics of nature, and Gaudi incorporated a large number of curves in his own works.

"I saw another beautiful geometric form! I. M. Pei loves triangles, but that doesn't stop him from appreciating the beauty presented in Lin's architecture."

At the same time, like Zaha, he saw in the works of Lin Lao what he pursued. The difference is that Zaha focused on the application of curves, while Bei Yuming saw the combination of traditional Chinese architecture and modern architecture!

Using modern architectural techniques to imitate the effect of earthen buildings can achieve such an effect. So, what would be the effect of a deeper integration of modernism and traditional Suzhou-style architecture? In the Xiangshan Hotel, he used some elements of Suzhou-style architecture but it was still too simple, and he was not satisfied.

"I want to know what kind of computer program he used to create such amazing architecture!" Frank Gary, on the other hand, was more focused on this point. He had made up his mind to get the software from Linlou no matter the cost.

Different masters were equally amazed from different perspectives, and they were all overwhelmed by this work of Lin Lou, which has given them so much inspiration.

They listened attentively to Linlou's narration. Behind them, the faculty and students from the Department of Architecture of Tsinghua University, representatives from other units, and students and faculty from other universities found it much more challenging to appreciate this work. They concentrated desperately, afraid of missing anything, and their hands moved quickly, recording every word they deemed important.

Maybe you don't understand now, but as long as you take notes and study them carefully in the future, today's lesson will bring them benefits.

The presentation is finished, and then I exchanged views with several masters before entering the last part of the exchange meeting, where the audience on-site asked them questions.

The crowd eagerly raised their hands, hoping to be chosen. The first lucky person was picked, and he took the microphone, taking deep breaths to ease his nerves.

Then he chose his own person to ask, a student from Tsinghua University. They had a lot of opportunities to communicate with Lin Lou in normal times, so he didn't ask him, but instead found I.M. Pei. "I'd like to ask Mr. Pei, what does Mr. Lin's work truly mean?"

Ieoh Ming Pei thought and replied, "I remember a few years ago, also in this auditorium, a student asked me when China would produce a master! And this work tells me that he has already appeared!"

Thank you to the friends 20200811214939627, Wu Dao Bu Tong, Ji Mo De Ci Qiu, and Lie Mao Zi for their support.
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With a loud noise, the scene erupted into commotion as no one could believe that Ieoh Ming Pei would say such words. During that period, the Chinese lacked confidence. After reopening the country, they saw the disparity between China and the West. On one hand, they urgently desired to catch up quickly and to produce local talents who could stand shoulder to shoulder with the Western masters. On the other hand, they could not believe that such talents would actually appear because the disparity was indeed too great.

In order to catch up as soon as possible, the country has tried many methods. For example, under the suggestion of Li Zhengdao, the country has established special classes for young talents in universities, hoping to narrow the gap by selecting and cultivating talented youths. Therefore, in the 1980s, child prodigies received a lot of attention. Even the vice premier of the State Council would personally meet with child prodigies and play chess with them.

At the same time, they also actively participate in academic competitions such as the International Mathematical Olympiad. However, there is no room for any carelessness in the academic foundation of a country, and there are no shortcuts. It is necessary to step by step, accumulate over time, and only then will the results begin to show.

So far, these measures have not shown much results. The gap between the East and the West may be narrowing, but there is still a lot of lag, and everyone is used to this situation and has formed a habitual way of thinking.

And now, standing on the stage, I.M. Pei suddenly tells them that, at least in the field of architecture, China has already produced masters who can be compared to those in the West. They can't believe their own ears.

"Am I not hearing it wrong? Mr. Bei said that Lin... Teacher Lin is already a master? This can't be possible, can it? Is that what you heard?" someone asked urgently.

"I also suspect that I might have misheard, but it really is like that... Hey, do you think it's because Master Bei can't lose face, that's why he said that?" Someone speculated about other possibilities.

"It's impossible. Who is Mr. Bei? Does he really need to give others this kind of face? Even if it's for the sake of giving face, it should be discussed privately! In this kind of public occasion, speaking must be responsible! Today, there are not only Mr. Bei as a master, but also many European, American, and Japanese architectural masters present. Speaking recklessly will only become a laughing stock!" Someone objected, looking at Shin Jizaki, Graham Balzam Buck, Frank Gehry, and others. How would they respond?"

Even the student from Tsinghua's architecture department who just asked a question seemed a little dazed, taking a while to react before ignoring the staff's gesture to return the microphone and quickly asking again, "Mr. Bei, are you saying that Professor Lin can now be called a master? What do the other masters think?"

All eyes fell on Kishikawa Shin, Grim Bauzanbach, Frank Garry, and others, as they were eager to hear the answers from these masters.

"There is no doubt that Mr. Lin is still very young, but when I first started studying his works, I was certain that he would become a master, I just didn't expect it to happen so fast. A building master under thirty is quite rare in architectural history! Even figures like Le Corbusier and Gropius didn't establish their positions until after they were forty!" Grembazan Bak said with a smile as he took the microphone.

"The status of a master is inevitably brought about by groundbreaking classic works. Mr. Lin has already demonstrated his originality in several previous projects, although it was not yet fully systematized until the emergence of the Haidong Provincial Museum, which proved that his theories and techniques have reached maturity. This building will surely trigger a new trend in the international architectural community! If anyone can achieve this, then he is unquestionably a master!" followed by Kisho Kurokawa.

"Mr. Lin has brought new design tools to architects worldwide. Before him, curves and surfaces were a challenge for any architect to grasp, but from the new flagship store of Pierre Cardin, to Riga International Airport, and now the Haidong Provincial Museum, I have seen Mr. Lin gradually conquering curves and surfaces. He enables future architects to create more diverse and colorful works! With this, he is bound to hold an important position in the world architectural history!" Frank Gehry was already eager to see Mr. Lin's software.

Jizaki Shin, Tadao Ando, Bernard Tschumi and others have also expressed their views. Their views are completely consistent with Ieoh Ming Pei's, all of them believe that the architectural design concept and techniques embodied in the Haidong Province Museum project make him a well-deserved master, even if he were to stop designing any further work.

As for the younger generation like Zaha, Meidao, and Shijie, they don't have the qualifications to speak yet. They have not presented works impactful enough to draw attention from the architectural community.

"Is it really true? Even if Mr. Bei is just being polite, the others wouldn't, right?" At this moment, the audience below suddenly realized that, indeed... Lin Lou had truly become a master.

"Tsinghua University has really excelled this time!" Xu Jiaping was so excited that he was almost jumping up and down beneath the stage. Haha, I remember, when I went to help at Lin Building back then, some people laughed at me. After I received the first design fee, there were fewer people laughing at me. From today onwards, as long as Mr. Bei's words spread, everyone should admire my wise decision back then, right?

"Congratulations, Mr. Wu, your alma mater, Tsinghua University, has produced an amazing young talent!" Beside Commissioner Wu, an esteemed figure in the domestic architecture industry congratulated him enviously.

"To be honest, Tsinghua's help to Xiaolou has been quite limited. His success today is mainly the result of his own efforts!" Wu was also very happy. It was well worth the risk to have Linlou participate in the Xiangshan Hotel project. Otherwise, Linlou would not have met Bei Yuming and would not have been able to showcase his own abilities in the Xiangshan Hotel project."

In that case, even if he can still produce results in the future, it will probably take much longer than now, right? Thinking back to the decision to let Lin stay in school, Commissioner Wu felt even happier. His life is firmly tied to Tsinghua, and the reputation of the Tsinghua Architecture Department will probably be even more prominent in the future, right?

In the past, Tsinghua's architecture was only ranked first domestically, and its influence on a global scale was almost non-existent. However, with Lin Lou's continuous creation of astonishing works both domestically and internationally, Tsinghua's architecture department's reputation has been increasingly prominent. Now, Mr. Bei praises Lin Lou so much, it is possible that in the near future, there will be international students from Europe, America, and Japan specifically applying to study architectural design at Tsinghua with Lin Lou. By that time, the Tsinghua architecture department will be even more prestigious.

Xiaolou has already obtained his doctoral degree. Shouldn't we quickly arrange for him to obtain the title of associate professor and then promptly promote him to be a master's supervisor? It seems a bit wasteful to continue having him teach undergraduate students! Commissioner Wu has already started thinking about this.

"Why? He's not even thirty this year, how could he become a master? Faster than Kobbacy, Grobius, and others? Why? Of course, not everyone in the audience supports this, there are also people who question this. They are quite resentful when speaking. When he was in his twenties, he was still assisting the senior predecessors, and he didn't even get the chance to be in charge of a project independently. And now someone else has become a master. It's really frustrating to compare, and it's a shame for people to be compared this way!"

"Hehe, were you sleepwalking just now? Didn't you hear how those masters evaluated Lin's work? The Haixi Province Museum project not only fully showcases Lin's new architectural concept, but also demonstrates significant innovation in techniques. Anyone who can create such work deserves to be called a master, right?" Sitting next to them was a representative from the Beijing Municipal Institute, and they had always had a good relationship with Lin, so naturally they had to defend him.

"Lin just explained it very clearly. Mr. Bei, as well as several European, American, and Japanese maestros, expressed their admiration. Yet there are still people here making unfounded comments. Perhaps you didn't understand what was said just now? It's okay if you didn't understand, we can learn slowly, but it's not quite appropriate to talk big without learning. Which unit are you from?"

As soon as he heard the question about his unit, he immediately became timid. It's fine to gossip privately with acquaintances, but now it's in front of a large audience. One needs to be responsible for their words. If things escalate, his own unit might not be able to handle it. He might even face disciplinary action. Even if not, he wouldn't be able to withstand being ostracized.

The audience who were originally present had many questions they wanted to ask Linlou, I.M. Pei, Arata Isozaki, Kisho Kurokawa, and Rem Koolhaas, but when I.M. Pei said "已经有了 (already exists)", all these questions were thrown out of their minds. Now, the whole auditorium is filled with the joy of China having given birth to a master.

Seeing the chaos at the scene and everyone so excited, the school simply announced the end of the exchange meeting. Commissioner Wu, along with Lin Lou, I. M. Pei, Shin Takamatsu, and others, left from behind the podium to have a meal. Teachers, students, and representatives of other units at the scene also left one after another.

At this time, there were already a lot of people gathered outside the auditorium. Some wanted to go in and listen but didn't have the qualification, while others had heard the commotion and simply wanted to come and watch the excitement.

As soon as someone came out, someone immediately asked loudly, "What's going on? Why is there so much commotion inside? Did something happen during the meeting?"

"No, this time our Tsinghua University is really amazing! Just now, I.M. Pei admitted in person on the podium that our department's Professor Lin is truly a worthy master of architecture! Finally, China has produced a master!" The students of the Tsinghua University Department of Architecture were filled with excitement.

Our department has produced a world-renowned master, which brings numerous benefits, not just in terms of reputation. In the future, the architecture department can also use this to argue for more funding allocation and secure more resources for our department. When it comes to job placement after graduation, top companies will actively seek out our graduates. As the master may not be available, recruiting several of the master's students is also a good idea.

The students planning to study abroad are also considering it. I heard that foreign universities require recommendation letters. We used to have no way to find them, but now that Teacher Lin has become famous, I will ask him to help me write a letter to the school I want to go to. They must know Teacher Lin's name. Maybe after receiving the recommendation letter, they will admit me!

"Master? What master?" Students from other departments were momentarily confused!

"This is equivalent to saying that your physics department has produced a Lin Zhao Dao, your biology department has produced a Mendel, and your chemistry department has produced a Nobel laureate. Do you understand now?" This student used a series of analogies to explain what it means for Lin Building to be hailed as a master by people like Pei Yu Ming.

"Really? That's impressive! Other department students may not be familiar with the situation in the architecture field, but they are certainly familiar with the masters of this profession. They immediately understood the meaning of this sentence: 'So you mean that our university has produced a world-class scholar?' Although they are not from the architecture department, as fellow students of Tsinghua University, they too take pride in this!"

"Yes, that's right, our Tsinghua architecture department has produced a world-class scholar and artist!" shouted the architecture student, wishing the whole world could hear this good news.

"Oh, looks like we're ahead of Peking University again! How many masters has Peking University produced now?" Every time they mention this, the students from Tsinghua University would habitually bring up Peking University.

"In fact, our country has also produced some masters, such as Mr. Mei Lanfang in the field of performance and Mr. Qi Baishi in the field of painting and so on. However, these are all our own artistic categories in China, although they have gained recognition from foreign countries, they are not mainstream. Architecture, on the other hand, is a universally applicable discipline in both the East and the West!" someone eagerly analyzed.

"What on earth is going on? What exactly did Teacher Lin do?" someone inquired curiously.

The architecture student still wanted to explain something to him, but the school’s broadcast suddenly came on. The school radio station had put a lot of effort into preparing for this exchange meeting, and now it was finally being put to use.

"At the just-concluded International Architectural Exchange Conference at Tsinghua University, our university invited several world-renowned architectural design masters, including Mr. I. M. Pei, a Chinese-American architectural master who has won the highest award in the architecture industry, the Pritzker Prize, Mr. Christian de Portzamparc, the President of the Paris School of Architecture and a famous architect in France, and Mr. Kisho Kurokawa, a Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo and the winner of the French Architecture Gold Award..."

"Many distinguished masters gathered together to listen to the special lecture by our young teacher, Mr. Linlou, on his new work, the Haixi Provincial Museum project."

"After the speech, all the masters praised Mr. Lin's work for pioneering a new field in international architectural research, which is of great significance and worthy of learning by architects around the world!"

"The Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University is congratulated for producing a world-class master architect!" The impassioned words of the announcer spread throughout the campus.
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After the meeting, Bei Yuming and others stayed for an extra day to have private discussions in the courtyard of Linlou. There were too many people at the meeting yesterday, making it inconvenient to chat. It was much more convenient at Linlou. They either leaned over the computer to view the drawings or analyzed and discussed the renderings.

These masters, who are already successful or will lead the development of the architectural industry in the future, have different focuses. For example, architects like I. M. Pei and Kisho Kurokawa are more concerned with the combination of modernist architecture and Eastern traditional architecture; Zaha Hadid and others are more focused on the application of curves and curved surfaces in architecture; Frank Gehry is more interested in the tools used in the construction of the building.

"This is a software customized for me by my brother's software company. It has not been officially launched in the market yet and there are still many flaws. If you are interested, I can have my brother send you a few copies for studying. Your expertise in parameterized design research is very thorough, and I believe it will be very beneficial for their software development." Linlou said to Frank Gary.

And for Bei Yuming, Kisho Kurokawa, Zaha, etc., Linlou also answered their questions seriously. After this exchange meeting, everyone felt that they had gained a lot, and they had a deeper understanding of Linlou's strength.

"Please be sure to notify me when the Museum of Heilongjiang Province is completed. I also want to see what this kind of architecture will look like in reality, from the blueprints to the finished product!" Before leaving, I.M. Pei and others repeatedly reminded.

As architects, they all know very well that there is a big difference between the drawings and the actual building. They can gain a lot from looking at the drawings, and they will definitely gain even more when they visit the site.

"It is my honor!" Lin Lou readily agreed. Compared to his previous works, the Haidong Provincial Museum is much more mature, but it is not without its flaws. There are no flawless buildings, and it will be very beneficial for him to have a comprehensive study of the work together with so many masters in order to continue improving himself.

After bidding farewell to all the masters, Linlou was unable to enjoy any peace. The news of these masters praising Linlou as a master architect spread rapidly. In addition to the previous reports by various international journals, many news media outlets rushed to interview Linlou. It was difficult to decline many of these requests.

Lin Lou also felt that this matter was a good thing for boosting national confidence, especially during this time period, so he could only temporarily put aside his work and patiently accept these interviews from the journalists.

No matter which media it is, what they care about most is the title of the master. Like most people nowadays, they are somewhat incredulous that China has actually produced a world-class master.

So the questions they ask are also generally similar, "Do you think your abilities match the title of 'master' given to you by Mr. I. M. Pei and others?"

"Do you think this is just a polite gesture from them, or do they genuinely mean it? What unique qualities do your works have that have earned such high praise from them? Do you believe the next master will emerge in that field?"

These questions are both thought-provoking and a little annoying. It seems that any slight recognition from the Western world towards China at the moment would make people feel pleasantly surprised! We are the central kingdom in history, standing at the peak of the world for thousands of years. It shouldn't be like this.

However, China has been in decline for too long. Since the Opium War, the glory of the Heavenly Kingdom has drifted away from us, plunging us into more than a century of humiliation. The long period of humiliation has made us lose our confidence, leading to such problems.

Lin Lou patiently gave an explanation, "I have confidence in our country, and I believe that there will be more great masters emerging in the future." Well, they will be completely different from the masters of the Republican era.

That day, just after dealing with a reporter, Linlou found himself having to repeat the same thing countless times as before. He felt that this task was even more exhausting than drawing ten consecutive blueprints.

He greeted Li Qingxi and others, and then got ready to let Yang Mo drive to the neighboring school to pick up Yu Bingbing, and then go to Song Huaigui's Maxim restaurant to hide out. These days, not only have reporters been coming to the school and the quadrangle to find him, but people also often come to the alley. He has no way to rest well even when he's at home.

As soon as I arrived at the door, I saw Wu's new assistant walking in. "Teacher Lin, Teacher Lin, you can't leave yet. I have an important matter to discuss with you."

"What's the matter? Which media's interview is it again? Can you reschedule for tomorrow? I'm just too tired today after almost a whole day of interviews!" Having accepted interviews for almost the entire day, Lin Lou really needs to rest.

"It's not about the interview, we have also helped you fend off a lot! It's about our school, you can rest assured, it's a good thing!" Assistant Mi persuaded Lin to go back, despite his resistance.

Inside, Assistant Mi revealed the answer, "Didn't you already obtain a Ph.D.? With a Ph.D., you should be eligible to apply for the position of professor. Based on your capabilities, you more than meet the requirements for a professor title. But unfortunately, the regulations are holding us back, so for now, we can only apply for the position of associate professor. Once we have the opportunity, we can apply for an expedited promotion to professor."

After graduating from undergraduate school, Lin Lou continued his studies under the guidance of Academician Guan, obtaining his master's and doctoral degrees. Now, three years later, Lin Lou has successfully obtained his doctoral degree. His doctoral graduation design is none other than the Haixi Provincial Museum project. Architects such as I.M. Pei have praised this work, establishing Lin Lou's position as a master architect. What else could others possibly say!

So Lin Lou obtained his doctoral degree at the age of 26. In the field of mathematics, this age may be considered a bit old, but in the field of architecture, it is extremely rare to see such a young individual with a doctoral degree.

"Evaluate for professor? I remember my work experience isn't enough, right? Don't I need to work as a lecturer for at least five years or become an associate professor after obtaining a doctoral degree for at least two years before being eligible for evaluation as a professor? How many years do I have to work as an associate professor before being eligible for evaluation as a professor?" Lin Lou asked in confusion.

According to the current relevant regulations, in addition to the common requirements that college and university teachers should meet in terms of ideology, politics, and health, lecturers who wish to be promoted to associate professor level must also meet additional criteria.

The main qualifications also include: serving as a lecturer for more than 5 years, or serving as a lecturer for more than 2 years after obtaining a doctoral degree, with a solid theoretical foundation and rich practical experience in the discipline, proficient in a foreign language; remarkable teaching performance; having published a certain level of papers, monographs, or textbooks, or having made significant contributions in teaching, scientific and technological work.

The professor must have served as an associate professor for at least five years, during which time they must have published 2-3 papers in national journals, undertaken research projects at the level of senior official or above, acted as an editor or contributor to officially published national textbooks or academic works, supervised at least one cohort of master's students, passed a foreign language exam, and fulfilled any other specific professional requirements.

Although lecturers are also qualified to supervise graduate students, it's better to have professors do it, as it sounds more prestigious and is more convenient for recruiting students. Otherwise, if a lecturer and a professor are both available, most students would prioritize applying for the professor's graduate program, right?

Of course, Linlou doesn't have this problem. As long as he announces today that he plans to recruit graduate students, tomorrow there will be a rush of students wanting to apply for his graduate program, and the courtyard will be filled. Nevertheless, having more titles is always good.

"The five-year limit is for ordinary people! In the education sector, we are actually quite open-minded at certain times. In addition to the usual promotion conditions, there are also exceptional promotion methods! The requirements for a professorship are like climbing to the sky for others, but for you, it's a piece of cake. I can help you fill out a few forms!"

Assistant Mi introduced him, apart from the standard requirements of ideological and political views, and teaching experience, meeting one or more of the following conditions would qualify for exceptional promotion: publishing three or more academic papers in national or international journals, or authoring an official publication (with one or more as the lead author).

Outstanding professional and technical achievements in this field, with one of the following conditions: the main contributor to a national third prize or higher, or a high-ranking second prize or higher project; outstanding contributions as a young national or high-ranking expert, national or high-ranking labor model, technological advanced worker, or outstanding teacher; significant achievements in this field, with certain level of visibility and unanimous recognition from peers and experts in the same field.

Assistant meticulously analyzed it for him, "Look, you have both journal articles and monographs, and most of them are from nationally key journals, many of which are even world-class. You absolutely have no problem in this aspect! Not to mention your outstanding achievements, you have not only won numerous awards domestically, but also the Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects and the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Biennale for Architecture internationally."

"These are all prestigious international awards. If it were in other academic fields, anyone winning an award abroad would definitely be promoted to a professor! But, Lin Lou was still a student when he won the award. He hadn't even graduated from undergraduate school, so it's really embarrassing to promote him directly to a professor."

"Excellent performance in the professional field, significant recognition, and unanimous recognition by peers in the industry, there should be no problem at all! The other professors who were promoted out of the ordinary were all recognized by domestic peers, and now you have even won over international peers. They all acknowledge that Linlou is already a master. If this doesn't count as recognition, then what does?"

"Look, you meet almost all the criteria, why can't you apply for the promotion to professor out of turn?" Assistant Mi asked, shrugging.

"No problem, but wouldn't it be presumptuous to do it this way? How about applying for an early promotion to associate professor? We can wait a bit longer for full professorship. Otherwise, becoming a professor in your twenties might seem a bit ostentatious," Lin Lou hesitated.

In the future, there will be many young professors in China. Hou Tao from Beihang University, a 24-year-old who just graduated with a Ph.D., was appointed as an associate professor at the School of Electronic and Information Engineering at Beijing Jiaotong University.

Chongqing girl Liu Mingzhen went to study abroad at the University of Bristol in the UK before she turned 18. She later pursued a master's degree at the University of Cambridge and a doctorate at the University of Oxford. After graduating in 2015, she returned to China and was appointed as a professor and doctoral supervisor at the University of Electronic Science and Technology at the age of 25!

After graduating from Tsinghua University in 2000, Yan Ning studied at Princeton University in the United States, majoring in molecular biology. He obtained his doctoral degree in 2004 and then spent 3 years as a postdoctoral researcher at the same university. In 2007, he returned to China and was appointed as a professor and Ph.D. supervisor at Tsinghua University, at the age of under 30!

Liu Lu cracked the international mathematical conjecture "Sita Pan Conjecture" during his undergraduate years, shocking the mathematical community at the time. At the age of 22, he was appointed as a professor-level researcher by his alma mater Central South University, becoming the youngest professor in the history of our country.

However, these are all results of the open-mindedness and increasing emphasis on talent in the new century. Nowadays, the mindset in the education sector is still somewhat conservative. Becoming a professor in one's twenties, do those who have spent time advancing in their careers have any thoughts on this? Will someone cause trouble? Linlou is not afraid, just feeling that there is no need to get into unnecessary troubles because of this.

Anyway, in a few more years at most, he will still be able to become a professor. It's probably still the youngest professor in the country today. It's just a pity that Liu Lu's record can never be broken. There's no way, the requirements for talent in the field of mathematics are just too high. Many mathematical masters' most important achievements were made before the age of thirty.

Otherwise, the Fields Medal would not have a requirement of being under 35 years old. If it were in the field of architecture, the design concepts of many architectural masters would not have matured before the age of 35.

"There's no need for you to worry about this now! Mr. Bei and the others all praise you as a master. If they don't promote you to professor out of the ordinary, the rest of the country's universities will mock us at Tsinghua!" Assistant Mi smiled, understanding Lin Lou's concerns but not caring at all. This is all well-deserved. If anyone dares to make trouble, they won't even need the Department of Architecture to intervene. The school can squash them easily. It's not easy for Tsinghua to produce a master, do you still want to cause trouble? Do you think we have no temper?"

"Since that's the case, then I'll trouble you with this!" Anyway, it's what I deserve. Lin Lou thought to himself and agreed, then called Cao Kai in to collaborate with Assistant Mi in filling out forms and organizing the materials for the professor's promotion application.

A few days later, the materials were organized, which were much thicker compared to those of other faculty members who had applied for promotion. The number of articles published, teaching materials authored, and honors received by Linlou was unmatched by ordinary people!

With such detailed information presented, the members of the review committee were left speechless. If you don't promote such talented individuals by making an exception, then who else would be qualified?

Someone just mentioned offhand, "Isn't Professor Lin too young? How about promoting him to associate professor out of sequence this time, and then promoting him to full professor in a couple of years?"

"Isn't it unnecessary? There is no age limit in the regulations. Since he has already met the qualifications, it's not reasonable for us to stop him, right?" As a result, the procedure for Lin's promotion to professor was quickly completed.

After receiving the notification, he called home to share the good news. Jiang Yunying was a bit jealous, "I worked hard for ten years to become a professor, and you? It only took you a few years!"
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"You're jealous of others, that's one thing, but how can you be jealous of your own child? Xiaolou, well done, you've brought honor to our Lin family!" Perhaps in Lin Shengbin's eyes, becoming a professor is more honorable than becoming any official.

Called home, then called Lin Qiao and told him the good news. Lin Qiao was also jealous: "If I had gone back to China to stay in school back then, I'd probably just be an associate professor at most by now, right?"

"If you are willing, whether it's Tsinghua or Stanford, I'm willing to confer upon you the title of honorary professor." Lin Qiao's achievements in the field of computer graphics are worthy of this honor.

"That's different. I still envy you for being able to teach and work on professional stuff at the same time. As for me, I spend more time in meetings than writing code all day long!" Maybe this is the real reason he envies, deep down, Lin Qiao prefers to do research rather than being a successful businessman.

"In a few more years, when the company stabilizes, you will be able to take a break. At that time, you can do whatever you want!" Oh, when the company continues to grow, his identity will be a bit of a hindrance. It would be better if he obtained American citizenship. If he continues to hold a Chinese citizenship, there will definitely be many inconveniences. Maybe it's better to just go back to China at that time."

By that time, whether Lin Qiao returns to teach at Tsinghua University or engages in research, it's all possible. Engaging in research would also allow him to start his own company, which offers more freedom compared to working in a research institution. Of course, he could also be like Lin Lou, teaching and doing research at the same time, which Tsinghua University surely wouldn't reject.

Before the limelight of being hailed as a master by Ieoh Ming Pei and others has passed, the title of the youngest professor since the founding of the country has brought Lin Lou to the forefront. The somewhat peaceful quadrangle is now packed with journalists from major media outlets.

This is an era that yearns for genius. The young prodigies in the junior class are often shrouded in the spotlight, let alone Lin Lou, a brilliant architect who has achieved remarkable results and garnered high international recognition from peers in the field. These media reporters all want to extract something from him and write an article that can attract enormous attention.

These two waves of news have led to an unexpected consequence: Lin Lou's original book has been republished by the publishing house, and it has been in high demand among parents who have high expectations for their children. Almost every time the book arrives at the Xinhua Bookstore, it is quickly sold out, bringing Lin's family a considerable amount of royalty fees.

Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying are acting a bit strange. How did they mysteriously come into so much money? How should they spend all this manuscript fee? Why does having more money become a problem?

The Linlou seems to be a bit overwhelmed, and was just thinking about finding an excuse to hide for a while when he received a call from Solt-Kadar, the project manager of the capital airport project in Latvia. "Hello, Mr. Lin, you've been making quite a splash in the international architecture community lately. Being hailed as the youngest master architect in history is truly enviable!"

He was also delighted by the coverage of the Riga International Airport and the Linden Pavilion in National Geographic, Architectural Record, and Architectural and Urbanism, because it brought a lot of attention to the projects he was responsible for. It was essentially a large-scale global advertisement for Latvia at no cost.

And it was him and other judges who selected the proposal of Lin Building from so many bidding projects at the time. Now that the Riga Capital Airport project has received so much attention and praise, doesn't it mean that he has sharp insight? Solt-Kadar has received some inside information that, due to his outstanding contribution to the Riga Capital International Airport project, it is very likely that he will further advance and become the head of the Latvian Ministry of Construction.

And all of this originated from his choice of the Lin Tower plan back then. Therefore, when he was on the phone with Lin Tower, he was also very happy. After exchanging pleasantries, Solte-Cardal explained the purpose of his call, "After a long construction period, the Riga International Airport in the capital of Latvia has finally been completed and successfully passed the test operation. We will hold a grand opening ceremony next week, and His Excellency the President specifically asked me to invite you to attend!"

"This is my honor." Well, I was still thinking about what excuse to use to avoid it, but now the reason is actively presented. Typical reasons may not be easy to deal with. This reason, once brought up, I'm sure those reporters will have nothing to say. This is a major foreign affair event – how can they stop people?

"So, do I need to go in advance?" Lin Lou couldn't wait to leave immediately. It was too noisy here. Although he would still be harassed by the journalists even after returning to his country after the completion ceremony, he would deal with the future when it comes. Perhaps if he stayed outside for a while, this fervor would die down!

"If you can arrive early, that would be great. But if you are busy with work, we understand. Just make sure you arrive in Latvia before next Friday!" said Solt-Kadar cheerfully.

"Okay, I will contact the staff in your country once the time is confirmed!" After chatting for a while, Lin hung up the phone and then told everyone about the matter.

"Anyone who has been involved in this project can go together. First count the number of people, and then proceed with the procedures together." Lin is very clear that in terms of material benefits, his firm is absolutely unique in the country now, but he knows that it's not just about giving enough money to cultivate employees; attention must also be paid to their spiritual well-being.

Paying money without providing enough respect may not be a problem initially, but material incentives have their limits. When someone has enough money saved up, or when another organization offers a higher price to lure them away, or when they feel they can go out and start their own business, they will still choose to leave.

So correspondingly, the honors that should be given must be given. When going to Latvia this time, Lin Louning is willing to spend a little more money to bring all the necessary people along, to avoid feeling uncomfortable that others are attending the celebration while they are left behind at home drawing.

Once or twice might be okay, but over time, with more accumulation, these employees are inevitably going to consider leaving. Once they leave, it won't be easy to cultivate new talents.

In the future, many companies emphasize the "wolf spirit," wishing to extract every last bit of effort from their employees. They pay more generously to those who are kinder, but those who are not only know how to deceive people with empty promises! If all businesses become like this, it would be so boring.

After the headcount was completed, Mr. Lin checked the numbers and then added a few more. He instructed the administrative staff to inform these people and make sure they were prepared. Upon receiving the notification, they were all quite surprised, "We didn't contribute much, do we even qualify to go abroad?"

They all came from other units with a leave of absence without pay. When they arrived, the Riga Capital Airport project had already been underway for a long time, and they were only doing some support work.

When I was working at the company, opportunities to go abroad for business trips were very rare. When these opportunities arose, everyone at the company would scramble for them. Usually, they were taken by the top leaders of the company or certain influential individuals. Often, the key business personnel who really needed to go abroad for business trips would miss out, not to mention the support staff like us.

"Lin Gong said that you have also made a significant contribution to this project, so you are eligible to join the inspection. Go back after work and quickly prepare everything that needs to be prepared. If you don't have suitable clothes, you can sign up with me now, and we will go to the Friendship Store to purchase them together!" the administrative staff explained with a smile.

"By the way, the company also reimburses for wardrobe expenses, and there's a foreign exchange subsidy for traveling abroad. Each person has different quotas for exchanging foreign currency. If you want to buy anything, make sure to discuss with your family when you return later!"
Lin is very generous with the subsidies, much more than other domestic companies. As for the foreign exchange, it's even easier. He received tens of millions of dollars in design fees from Latvia, so exchanging a little for the employees was a breeze.

Go to the Friendship Store to buy clothes, and you'll receive several times more overseas subsidies compared to other companies, as well as the opportunity to exchange currency. The employees are very happy about this. One person immediately said, "Once my leave of absence is over, I might as well just leave the company for good! It's much more comfortable to work at Lingong!"

The pay is good, the respect and honor that should be there are also there, and you don't need to worry about all those nonsense from the previous company. You just need to focus on drawing and designing. Where else can you find such a good job?

After getting prepared, Linlou led the team to set off. They still made a stop at Hong Kong first, stayed for two days to communicate with colleagues from the Hong Kong office and get to know each other, then flew to Europe with members of the Hong Kong office including Liang Zhitian. They gathered with others in Paris and Alsace before heading to Latvia.

When the flight was about to land, many passengers took out their cameras and started taking photos through the portholes of the Riga International Airport below. Many of them were there to witness the completion ceremony of the most beautiful airport in Europe, as featured in the National Geographic magazine.

"It's really beautiful. I thought it was the snowy peaks of the Alps just now," they exclaimed sincerely, praising the beauty of the airport.

Many staff members who can understand foreign languages at the agency are proud because their work at the airport has been recognized by others, especially by foreigners, which makes them feel extremely proud.

"Mr. Lin, Mr. Pavald, and Mr. Kadar were very happy to hear about your arrival. Originally, Mr. Kadar wanted to personally greet you at the airport, but as you know, there is a ceremony about to take place, and Mr. Kadar is the overall head, so he's very busy. He had to let me greet you on his behalf and express his apologies!" Gerg Valga, an old acquaintance of Lin Lou and Alphans, who was a judge during the bidding process, welcomed them at the exit.

Then they were taken to the hotel to check in. "Everyone can take a rest first, and Mr. Kadar will have time for the banquet later!"

At the evening banquet, Solt-Cathedral did arrive as expected, raising their glasses to thank them for their contributions. Linlou and Alphons also congratulated the successful completion of the Riga International Airport and presented their respective gifts.

The next day, before the ceremony, Lin Lou allowed others to move freely, while he went to visit Li Lanzhou, Chen Zhonghu, and others at a construction site.

The vacation resort project has been completed, and they have accomplished the task excellently. The construction was both fast and of high quality, which has earned unanimous praise from the Latvian side. As a result, they were given several more projects, and the reputation of the Chinese construction team in Latvia and its surrounding countries has been improving, earning a significant amount of foreign exchange for the country.

Lin handed over the gifts sent by their family and started chatting with them. Li Lan Zhou was excited and said, "I heard some news. After the airport inauguration ceremony, Mr. Sorte-Kadar is going to be promoted as the head of the construction department. He has always had a good relationship with us, maybe we can get more projects! Thanks to you, Lin."

"The main reason is your construction quality is excellent! Otherwise, they wouldn't continue to cooperate with you!" Liu Jian's construction speed is fast, the quality is excellent, and the price is low. As long as the Latvian side is not blind, they will continue to choose to cooperate with them.

On the third day, the celebration ceremony finally began. The President of Latvia personally attended and delivered a passionate speech, praising the changes that this airport will bring to Latvia.

Then many representatives took turns to speak, and Lin Lou was also invited to the stage to elaborate on the design concept of the project. His speech was warmly applauded.

After the speeches by several main representatives had ended, Lin Lou thought that the celebratory ceremony would be over. However, to his surprise, Solt-Cadar once again took to the stage and announced unexpected news: "Mr. Lin Lou from China has made outstanding contributions to the design work of the airport in the capital of Latvia."

"And made significant contributions to the promotion of Latvia's tourism resources. The Latvian airport was not yet completed, but it was rated by many heavyweight media as the most beautiful airport in Europe, adding a new landscape to Latvia. Today, many tourists from all over the world are coming to witness the completion of this most beautiful airport in Europe..."

"In order to express gratitude for everything Mr. Linlou has done for Latvia, the President of Latvia has decided to personally present Mr. Linlou with the Medal of Friendship. Mr. Linlou, please come on stage to accept the medal!" Mr. Solt-Kadar smiled as he looked at Mr. Linlou.

The President of Latvia applauded as he walked to the center of the stage, while a ceremonial lady held a tray with a gold medal in front of him.

Lin Lou was a little puzzled for a moment, then quickly walked onto the stage, shook hands with the president, and accepted the medal. Following his previous one, he had won another medal after Wurudi.

Thank you to the readers 160620204630816, 20200527224433985, Lonely Hedgehog, and 20200811214939627 for your tips.
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When Lin Lou put on the medal, applause erupted from the audience, especially the employees of Lin Lou's law firm, Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, Cao Kai, and others were so excited that they almost clapped their hands red! Although Lin Lou had previously received the highest national honor medal from them in Uludi, the concept of medals awarded by African countries and European countries is still somewhat different.

"Some people were applauding and discussing, 'Last time when Mr. Lin received the medal, he appeared on the prime-time news. Will he continue to be featured this time as well?'"

"Shouldn't be, right? It was almost the same thing last time, so it's a bit of a long shot to get another chance. But it's not impossible either!" After all, there aren't many things that the country can be proud of internationally, especially since the national team didn't perform well in the Olympics this year. At a time like this, it's particularly necessary to have something like this to boost national pride."

"Sir, you don't seem to be angry at all?" Alfonso was also whispering on the other side, but the topic of conversation was completely different. Bernard felt that since this project was a joint effort between two law firms, why did only Linlou receive the medal while Alfonso did not?

"The main creative ideas for this work all come from Mr. Lin, this is the honor he deserves," Alphonse's words carried a hint of sarcasm, but he could still see clearly that in this project, as well as the later Berlin Museum project, Lin contributed more, and he had nothing to say.

In fact, he is increasingly feeling the gap between himself and Linlou. Now, the issue he cares about is not competing with Linlou for glory, but how to continue holding onto this big opportunity.

Lin Lou does indeed need a European partner, but it doesn't necessarily have to be him. Once Lin Lou announces his intentions, there will definitely be many architectural firms willing to cooperate with him. If he leaves Lin Lou, what other opportunities will there be to participate in major projects like the Riga International Airport?

This project did not win him any medals, but it brought considerable economic benefits. The project's profits almost exceeded all his previous works, and also enhanced his personal ability quite a bit. Recently, several projects from Pacific Island countries want to collaborate with him. As long as he maintains these relationships, he can also get involved in these projects.

So, despite feeling a little jealous, Alphonsus managed to control his emotions in the face of practical benefits, and applauded with a smile on his face.

"Thank you very much, Mr. Lin. You are our best friend in Latvia. If there are similar opportunities in the future, we will definitely invite you first! I hope there will be more opportunities for continued cooperation in the future!" After taking a group photo, the President of Latvia warmly held Mr. Lin's hand and said.

"The economic prospects of Latvia are promising. With the continuous strengthening of its economic strength, many iconic buildings like the Riga International Airport are certain to emerge. I also hope to continue delivering better designs for the people of Latvia!" Naturally, Linlou would not refuse such an opportunity.

This is the benefit of having successful works. Achieving huge success in the first collaboration undoubtedly increases mutual trust. In the future, when suitable opportunities arise, the other party will naturally think of oneself as the first choice, hence why renowned architects receive a continuous flow of projects while lesser-known architects struggle to obtain them.

The ceremony ended, and everyone went together to the airport to experience the interior decorations. Many people have seen these in the news media, but experiencing them in person is a different feeling.

After visiting and moving on to the next venue for the banquet, the whole day was lively. The completion ceremony finally came to an end. After a day of hustle and bustle, Lin Lou felt even more tired than if he had spent the whole day drawing.

The next day, I simply slept until noon, then went to the downtown area for a stroll and bought some gifts for relatives and friends. On the third day, I embarked on the journey back to China.

Still had a layover at Hong Kong, and as soon as I walked out of the exit, I ran into a group of fast-moving reporters. They quickly surrounded Lin and pointed their microphones at him, "Mr. Lin, can you tell us about your feelings about winning the Order of the Three Stars of Latvia?"

After all these years of hanging out with the British, they attach great importance to the honor medals of these ancient European countries. The last time Linlou received the highest national honor medal in Uludi, I didn't see them so excited.

Mr. Lin casually responded with a few words, and then another new question was thrown over, "Mr. Lin, Mr. Huo's commercial center project has already completed more than half of the construction. The project's design is completely different from the previous commercial centers in Hong Kong. What was your consideration for doing this? Do you think this approach will be successful?"

This question has a provocative tone. In their view, Hong Kong has a wealth of experience in the commercial real estate field, so why would they need someone from the mainland to design a commercial center for Hong Kong?

Mr. Pierre Cardin is very satisfied with the design proposal and has already decided to rent a storefront in this commercial center to open the largest flagship store in both Hong Kong and East Asia. Linlou did not respond directly, but instead brought up Mr. Pierre Cardin. If he has approved it, what grounds do you have to object?

"Furthermore, some American commercial real estate companies have expressed their satisfaction with my proposal and have begun contacting me. In the near future, I may also be designing a commercial center in the United States!" Lin Lou continued, as he has garnered the attention of some astute commercial real estate companies with elements of his project.

They came to Beijing specifically to communicate and negotiate with Lin. They have now reached preliminary cooperation agreements on several projects, and are waiting for the company to complete the process before signing the contract directly. These projects are not very difficult, but they are highly profitable, and have always been one of the most welcomed projects by architects.

When it was said that the French fashion master was admired by the American commercial real estate companies, these provocative journalists were all silent. Could it be that he really has the ability? Rather than Mr. Huo valuing the relationship with the mainland and assigning the task to him?

"Hehe, what are you thinking? Haven't you seen many world-renowned architects like Mr. Pei, Mr. Kisho Kurokawa, Mr. Gehry, and many others referring to Mr. Lin as a genius? Do you really think it's just politeness? Liang Zhitian saw their embarrassed expressions and couldn't help but feel happy."

"Mr. Lin, Mr. Lin, the original airport in Hong Kong is no longer able to meet the increasing demand for arrivals and departures. It is said that Sir Wei is very likely to initiate the construction of a new airport in the near future. Will you participate in the bidding then?" another reporter asked.

Next year, the Hong Kong Governor, Edward Yiu, will announce the plan to construct a new airport in Chek Lap Kok. The following year, the temporary airport management authority will be established to oversee the planning, design, and construction of the new airport. Finally, the design of the terminal building will be entrusted to the British architectural firm Foster + Partners, and the new airport will be completed and put into operation in the second year after the handover.

The new airport is located at Chek Lap Kok, Lantau Island, New Territories, Hong Kong, which is 34 kilometers away from the city center. It is a 4F-grade international civil airport and one of the busiest aviation hubs in the world. Over 100 airlines operate here, and its passenger throughput ranks fifth globally while its cargo throughput has been ranked first globally for 18 consecutive years.

The business of architectural design often needs to consider external factors, and political factors are also very important. This project is definitely inclined towards British architectural design firms, so even if one comes up with a better solution, it is probably very difficult to surpass Foster + Partners. Therefore, Linlou is not very interested in this project.

"Okay, okay, Mr. Lin just got off the plane and he's very tired now. Please let him through, so he can go home and rest early!" The staff of the Xiangjiang Law Firm quickly separated the reporters and escorted Mr. Lin upstairs to his car to leave.

"Today let's have a meal together, tomorrow morning I'll go to the office to take a look, and then I'll be back in the afternoon!" After getting on the car, Linlou told Xu Wenbiao about his plans.

"Mr. Lin, the other colleagues can go back tomorrow, but for you, it looks like we'll have to adjust the travel arrangements!" Xu Wenbiao said with a smile, as if something good was about to happen.

"Oh? What's the matter? Does Mr. Huo want to talk to me?" Lin Lou pondered and asked. The law firm has indeed taken on many projects in Hong Kong recently, but this seems to be the only one worthy of his personal attention.

"Mr. Huo did call, but it wasn't about the business center. He wanted to discuss the progress of the construction of the Asian Games venues and see if there's anything he can help with," Xv Wenbiao reported.

"Mr. Huo is indeed very enthusiastic. However, nowadays, people from all walks of life across the country are very eager to donate to the Asian Games, and financial resources are no longer a problem! Moreover, the construction of various venues is also proceeding very smoothly." Mr. Huo still deserves some credit. "When will Mr. Huo be available? I will visit him and tell him all this good news!"

"He said if you're available, let's have morning tea together tomorrow!" Hong Kong people love to have morning tea, especially old-fashioned people like Mr. Huo. His chef also makes great tea snacks. In the past, keeping Mr. Huo company for morning tea not only allowed them to chat, but also satisfied their appetites. Lin Lou readily agreed.

"Just happened to come over this time, and also prepared a gift, but I suppose that's not what you want to talk about, right?" Linlou asked. If it's just to chat with Mr. Huo, it would be enough to change the flight to the afternoon, so that Linlou could still go home for dinner tomorrow night.

"Yes, besides Mr. Huo, there are many people in Hong Kong who want to hire you for design. However, these are all still in the preliminary contact stage, so you don't need to personally get involved for now. But there is one person whom you must meet!" Xu Wenbiao teased, and then revealed the answer.

"While you were receiving the medal from the President of Latvia, the District Government called us and expressed their wish to have a chat with you when you return to Hong Kong. Of course, if you have the time to visit the District, that would be even better! Although they didn't disclose the purpose, such a sincere invitation definitely indicates a major project!"

"The special administrative region government? What projects do they have? Give me their phone number, I'll contact them later!" Lin Lou pondered.

After returning to his villa and resting for a while to wash away the fatigue of the journey, Lin Lou took out his contact book. Instead of immediately contacting the special administrative region government, he called Huang Yaxiang, his roommate who had been staying in the special administrative region since graduation. Perhaps he would know some information.

"Yaxiang, how have you been recently? When are you planning to get married? I'm still waiting to attend your wedding banquet!" Linlou inquired over the phone.

"It's almost time, probably next year. When the time comes, I'll definitely let you know!" Huang Yaxiang received the call and was also very happy. He immediately started talking to Linlou about his recent situation. He's been doing fine in the special economic zone. There are many construction tasks here, but there's a lack of designers. As a graduate from Tsinghua University, he has been highly valued since he arrived.

After starting work, the effect of his exercise in the forest building became evident, and he quickly began to independently design projects. His work has received numerous praises and he is now considered the rising star in the institute.

We're all on the same team, so there's no need to be formal. After exchanging a few congratulatory remarks, Lin Luo explained his purpose for coming, "The government of the special administrative region recently wants to meet with me. Is there a big project they want me to work on?"

"Haven't heard about it?" Huang Yaxiang was first startled, and then recalled something, and told Linlou about it, "If they really came for this, then it's indeed a big project!"

"Perhaps so, then I'll know how to reply to them! I'll go to the special administrative region tomorrow, and we can meet up for a few drinks!" Linlou also knew how to deal with it. This is the benefit of having classmates all over the world - you can always get results by asking a classmate about something, instead of being clueless and going door to door."

"Okay, I'll take you to try the specialty dishes in Shenzhen!" Now Huang Yaxiang has already begun to identify as a person from Shenzhen.

"Okay, see you tomorrow!" After hanging up the phone, Linlou called the Shenzhen government and scheduled a visit for the day after tomorrow. From the tone of their conversation, it seemed like they were looking forward to Linlou's arrival.

The next morning, Linlou went to Mr. Huo's house for morning tea and reported various good news about the Asian Games. Mr. Huo and young Master Huo were both very happy.

Mr. Lin left Mr. Huo's house and went to the office to interview some new employees. Then Lin Mita and others went back first, while Lin Lou took Xu Wenbiao and Cao Kai to the special zone.

Arriving at the special administrative region, I first found a hotel to check in, and then let the two of them arrange their evening activities themselves, while I waited downstairs at Huang Yaxiang's workplace.

In the evening, two old classmates had a good drink, and Huang Yaxiang's girlfriend also came. It's obvious that their relationship is very good, and I believe they will have a happy life after marriage.

At the appointed time, Lin Lou, along with Xu Wenbiao and Cao Kai, arrived at the Special Administrative Region Government. After entering, they quickly met the person they had contacted by phone. "Lin, welcome to the Special Administrative Region!"
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"Ling, this is Director Zhang from our government office." The staff member next to them quickly introduced them, and they greeted each other before sitting down on the sofa.

Director Zhang was the first to congratulate Lin on being awarded the honorary medal in Latvia, as well as the praise from masters such as Ieoh Ming Pei, and the honor of becoming the youngest professor in the history of New China.

Even half-jokingly and half-seriously, he said, "Speaking of which, Tsinghua University is also a benefactor of Shenzhen University. Our architecture department was founded with the assistance of Tsinghua. Since you are now a professor at Tsinghua, Lin, please do not forget our Shenzhen University architecture department. If you have time, come and give a lecture to our students, of course, if you are willing to teach at Shenzhen University, that would be even better!"

Shenzhen University is one of the youngest universities in China. When Lin was in his third year at the Lin Building, the university had just been established. In the early days of its founding, Shenzhen University received assistance from teachers and resources from prestigious universities such as Tsinghua University, Peking University, and Renmin University.

"No problem, then I'll stay in the special zone for a few more days this time, and see when Shenzhen University is available!" Lin Lou readily agreed. He has always been enthusiastic about cultivating architectural talent. Although a single speech may not bring fundamental improvement to the students at Shenzhen University, it will at least broaden their horizons.

"Oh my, thank you so much!" Seeing Linlou readily agreeing, Director Zhang was very happy. "I will call Shenda right away to arrange the meeting. We will schedule it according to your availability."

After finishing speaking, he made a phone call to Shenzhen University in front of Linlou. Many of the teachers in the Department of Architecture at Shenzhen University are from Tsinghua University, so they are more aware of Linlou's abilities than teachers from other universities. When they heard that he was coming to give a speech, they were extremely happy. They immediately coordinated the schedule and invited Linlou to give a speech at the school tomorrow afternoon.

The theme is completely determined by Linlou themselves, they don't set any restrictions at all. Linlou talks about whatever they like, and they even said they want to apply for the largest auditorium in the school.

The first thing went smoothly. Director Zhang felt that Mr. Lin should be easy to talk to, unlike other young geniuses. After exchanging some pleasantries, he explained the purpose of inviting him over, "Mr. Lin, it's like this. I don't know if you've heard of it, but when our special economic zone first started its urban development, we invited a foreign company to act as a city planning consultant. They have provided a lot of plans, which have offered valuable experience for the urban development of our special economic zone and other cities nationwide."

Lin nodded slightly. He was aware of this matter. At the beginning of the construction of the special administrative region, they did receive assistance from foreign firms, which helped them avoid some detours.

"However, the service fees of this foreign agency are also quite high, and they are all in foreign currency. Now the special administrative region is in need of money, especially foreign currency! Coincidentally, the consultancy contract we signed earlier is about to expire, and there are some differences of opinion within the special administrative region government about whether to renew it," Director Zhang continued to explain the situation.

"Some people believe that since this firm has done a good job before, the money should still be spent, and they suggest continuing to hire this firm to provide advice for the development of the special administrative region. While others think that, although this firm has made many contributions before, it has also had some problems, and the annual consultant fee of millions of dollars is simply too expensive, and the special administrative region cannot afford it! So, can we change to another institution, preferably a domestic one, to provide advice for the urban development of the special administrative region?"

Linlou is also very clear about this matter. Objectively speaking, the SAR did a lot of things right in the early stage of construction. It was the first city to legislate for urban planning, the first to cover the entire city with statutory plans, the first to manage land and planning in a unified manner, the first to attempt short-term planning and annual plans, the first to implement land bidding and residential commercialization, and the first to face land scarcity with no available land for construction. It is also the first city to demarcate the basic ecological line, designate 50% of the land for permanent ecological use, and force the industrial upgrading to lead the way towards the new economy.

These measures have played a very good exploratory role in the planning and construction of other cities nationwide, not failing the historical responsibility of the special economic zones, but this does not mean that there are no problems with the planning of the special economic zones.

This foreign firm, despite its high fees, is also powerful. Nowadays, developed countries in Europe and America have much more experience in urban planning than domestic units. They are very clear about what problems London, Paris, New York, and other metropolises have encountered in their development process and how they have been resolved.

Domestic units are somewhat lacking in this regard, so after replacing the urban planning consultants, a lot of consultant fees have been saved. However, there have been increasing problems with the urban planning in the later stage, many of which persisted until the time when Linlou came over, and were widely criticized by the citizens.

This is a typical case of being penny wise and pound foolish. Even if we continue to employ this firm, it's unlikely that they could have predicted the rapid development of the special economic zone and avoided all the problems. But as long as they can use their experience to avoid just one or two problems, it could save us from losing millions of dollars.

Lin Lou continued to nod. The news matched exactly what he had learned from Huang Yaxiang yesterday. The government of the special administrative region invited him over this time, not to design a specific project, but to serve as a city planning consultant for the special administrative region, replacing the foreign architectural firm that currently serves the region.

Of course, such a big decision cannot be made all at once. This visit is just for initial contact and understanding. We need to see if Mr. Lin is willing and most importantly, if he has the capability. If not, there's no need to discuss further. We should consider extending the contract or looking for opportunities elsewhere!

"Both opinions make sense. In the end, we discussed and decided to invite representatives from several domestic units to have a discussion first. If there are suitable options, we will try to use domestic units. If we really can't find a suitable one, then we will renew the contract with this foreign firm," Director Zhang continued to explain.

"When it comes to domestic candidates, the first person that comes to mind is definitely Commissioner Wu! However, Lin, you probably know better than I do. Commissioner Wu is just too busy. Just the planning of Beijing city keeps him occupied, so we really don't want to disturb him! Now in China, Commissioner Wu is certainly the indisputable top figure in the field of urban planning. It's not surprising for them to think of Commissioner Wu, but it's actually quite unusual."

However, as Director Zhang mentioned, Commission Wu is already burdened with a heavy workload. He not only has to design urban planning schemes for Beijing, but also oversees the daily operations of the Tsinghua Architecture Department, and is also responsible for writing books, and so on. If the location for urban planning is smaller and the requirements are less complex, perhaps Commission Wu would be able to handle the additional responsibilities.

The planning work for this high-profile new city like the Special Economic Zone is indeed quite busy. It's likely that Commissioner Wu won't be able to handle it all. Then someone quickly mentioned Mr. Lin. They said that when Commissioner Wu was working on the urban planning of Beijing, you also helped a lot and made many contributions. Moreover, you have published many high-quality articles in domestic journals, analyzing many issues encountered in urban planning very clearly.

"Furthermore, given your frequent travels abroad, you have a more direct understanding of the urbanization processes in developed countries in Europe and America. Therefore, we have decided to invite you to come and discuss your ideas regarding the future urban planning of the special administrative region." From Director Zhang's words, it can be inferred that even if they do not place Linlou as their top alternative, it is still among the top choices."

After all, there is still too little understanding of what kind of planning is needed for modern cities in China. Most planning units can only understand how developed countries in Europe and America are doing it through foreign data. Due to various factors such as funding and experience, their understanding is mostly one-sided and outdated.

There are very few urban planners like Lin who can systematically read materials, publish articles, and most importantly, conduct regular field investigations overseas.

"I have indeed written some articles and helped Commissioner Wu with some work, but asking me to suddenly speak about my opinions on the urban planning of the special administrative region is quite challenging for me. Although I have read some materials about the special administrative region and have gained some understanding, this knowledge is not systematic. It seems somewhat irresponsible to express opinions without a thorough and systematic understanding," Lin Lou cautiously said. Although in his later life he had read many papers on the planning of special administrative regions and was very knowledgeable about the issues they faced in urban development, in this world, he had not visited the special administrative region many times.

When passing through Hong Kong, if time allows, it would be good to come and see Huang Yaxiang. Judging from the surface, his understanding of the special administrative region is not profound. In this case, it is not appropriate to engage in extensive discussions, as it may give people a frivolous impression, which is not good for his competition in this business.

Yes, since that evening when Huang Yaxiang mentioned this matter, Linlou has been planning to officially participate in the competition for this business and trying his best to win it.

First of all, he knew what exactly went wrong in the urban development process of the special administrative region. If it can be rectified, it not only will save a large amount of funds for the special administrative region, but will also set a good example for other cities in the country. After all, the whole country is paying attention to the special administrative region and learning from its advanced experience!

When she first started studying with Commissioner Wu, she set her sights on making outstanding contributions in both the fields of architectural design and urban planning, just like Koolhaas, Kisho Kurokawa, and Commissioner Wu. Only by doing so could she justify her journey back in time.

And now, he has unquestionably made outstanding achievements in the field of architectural design. The Haidong Museum project has established his position as a master. However, in the field of urban planning, he has only helped Commissioner Wu to do some work in Beijing urban planning, and has published some articles in various journals, but lacks practical opportunities.

The government of the special administrative region has taken the initiative to invite me over. This is a great opportunity that cannot be missed. If I miss it now, even if there is a similar opportunity in the future, it is estimated that I won't have the chance to visit such an important city in the special administrative region.

In the foreseeable future, Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Shenzhen will continue to be the top four cities in the country and hold extremely special status and influence domestically.

In these four cities, Beijing's urban planning has always been the responsibility of Commissioner Wu. Even when he crossed over, it was still the same. Lin can only serve as Deputy Commissioner Wu at most, and he won't have a chance to take the helm. The urban planning schemes for Shanghai and Guangzhou are also the responsibility of their respective local planning and design units, and he won't have a chance to intervene.

So among the four first-tier cities, only the special economic zone can provide him with this opportunity, especially at the beginning of its establishment. It would be a great pity if he missed it.

"It's okay, it's okay. Although the special administrative region has its unique historical mission, in most cases, its urban planning style has mostly continued the traditional urban planning styles of other domestic cities. There are many similar issues, so if Mr. Lin feels that he is not familiar with the situation in the special administrative region, could you express your views on the common problems in current urban planning in domestic cities?" Director Zhang also understood that he really didn't know much about the special administrative region, so it was a bit difficult for him to speak.

He then spoke humbly for a few more sentences before Lin began to speak, "Through the study and analysis of a large amount of data, as well as learning from the urbanization experiences of foreign countries, when discussing this issue with Commissioner Wu, we felt that there are several common problems in the urban planning of China in the 1980s!"

Linlou worried that he was too young, so he brought out Commissioner Wu again, and these words were indeed discussed seriously by him and Commissioner Wu together.

"First of all, after the reform and opening up, China entered a period of rapid urbanization. In the span of ten years, the urban population in China increased by 50 million, which is equivalent to the total population of many large countries in the world. The proportion of urban population in the total population also increased from 12.5% to 18.5%, and the number of cities increased from 193 to 434."

"This kind of speed is rare in the world, and in the planning of the vast majority of cities, the expectations for the speed of urbanization are greatly underestimated, leading to planning that often lags behind, unable to keep up with the increase in urban population and the speed of urbanization!" Moreover, this high-speed growth will continue for a long time.

"Yeah, I have a firsthand experience of this kind of speed. I have been working here since the establishment of the special economic zone. I've seen the special zone transform from a small fishing village to what it is now!" Director Zhang also felt quite emotional when talking about this, after all, there is no place in the country where urbanization has been faster than in the special economic zone.

"Ling, the first issue you pointed out is crucial! When we were planning in the beginning, the higher-ups kept urging us to be bolder, but we always thought building a city couldn't be that easy, and the result..." He spread his hands, "the speed of the Special Economic Zone has completely exceeded our expectations!"

Please take a leave of absence.

Recently, a relative unfortunately passed away.

In our small community, when it comes to important events, close relatives are expected to lend a helping hand.

I basically have no time to type these days.

I spent the last few days writing a new book, it took me two days to finish it, and I used up the remaining drafts for this book.

So I won't be able to update in the next few days.

Let's see if it can be restored by Friday.
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There will be even more amazing things in the future. By the end of 2029, the urbanization rate of China's permanent resident population will reach 60.60%, an increase of more than 40 percentage points from the current level. The urban permanent resident population will be 848.43 million, with the emergence of two world-class cities (the Shenzhen-Hong Kong combination and Shanghai), three intercontinental cities (Beijing, the Guangzhou-Foshan combination, and Tianjin), and around 15 internationalized cities.

All of this was accomplished in just thirty years, a speed that has never been seen in any other country in the world. The urban planning experience from foreign countries is completely useless.

"At the same time, with the deepening of reform and opening up, the functions of cities have also undergone significant changes; many industrial cities have started to transition from single-function to multi-functional, and the financial, trade, warehousing, commercial, and information functions of many central cities have seen comprehensive development. The tourism industry of many cities has also begun to emerge."

"In our southeast coastal areas, we have vigorously developed an outward-oriented economy, and the special economic zones are exemplary in this regard. Both the 'three supplies and one complement' trade and the construction of factories using foreign capital have flourished. Urban planning must meet the economic development needs of the city and be based on the city's own conditions for selection and development."

Director Zhang thought for a moment and nodded seriously, "Yes, the economic structure of the special administrative region and most domestic cities are different, so even if we want to learn from the planning experience of other cities, there is not a very good way to do so!"

“The changes in urban population structure and increased mobility will also affect urban planning. Due to factors such as policy and lifestyle habits, the current urban population structure is significantly different from the past. The size of single-family households is decreasing, which will inevitably affect the size of housing units and further impact urban planning.”

"Furthermore, the number of floating population is constantly increasing, especially in various large cities. Despite various policy restrictions, the people's desire for a happy life remains unchanged. They will still try every means to enter big cities to seek opportunities for hard work and wealth." This is particularly prominent in the special administrative regions.

Director Zhang also deeply feels the sentiment about this. Nowadays, it's not easy to enter the special administrative region, as they have expended a great deal of manpower and resources to restrict the influx of people. However, the results have been minimal.

"These migrant workers provide abundant labor for urban development and meet the employment needs in areas such as factories, commerce, and logistics. It can be said that behind the splendor of every big city, their contributions are indispensable. We cannot let them exhaust their youth in the city and ultimately be unable to stay. Therefore, their needs should also be taken into consideration when making plans."

Director Zhang remained silent for a moment, as Lin's statement clashed with their usual way of thinking. However, as a pragmatic official, he knew that when a problem arose, it was necessary to find ways to solve it rather than feign ignorance.

Lin Lou continued with the fourth point, "In the past decade, there has been significant progress in urban residential and infrastructure construction. According to the data I have seen, during this period, the construction area of urban residential buildings nationwide has exceeded 1.2 billion square meters, and more than half of urban households have moved into new homes. The per capita living space has increased to 6.3 square meters, nearly double the level in 1980."

"Despite the large scale of residential construction, due to the rapid growth of urban population, one-quarter of urban residents still have less than 4 square meters of per capita living space. How to solve the housing problem remains a focus of urban planning considerations."

"At the same time, issues related to transportation, water supply, power supply, landscaping, and pollution control need to be addressed. Oh, the special economic zone is still better than the northern cities, as there's no need to worry about heating!" In the future, people will discuss the heating issues in the south every winter, but not many people are concerned about it now.

"The transportation issue is particularly critical, taking Beijing as an example. The number of motor vehicles in Beijing has reached nearly 400,000, while bicycles have exceeded 6.5 million and are expected to reach 7 million next year. With so many vehicles on the roads, the existing infrastructure is already insufficient."

"Although a lot of transportation infrastructure construction has been carried out in recent years, it still cannot meet the increasing production demand. The average vehicle speed has decreased, and traffic congestion has become more and more serious!" This is the valuable suggestion that Lin Lou made to Member Wu, which resulted in changes to the planning scheme; otherwise, the situation would have been even more severe.

"There are also environmental issues. With the increase of urban scale, the adverse effects of air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution, light pollution, etc. on the environment are also increasing. Now the country is already researching and formulating corresponding laws and policies. We must consider this when doing urban planning!" The "Environmental Protection Law" will be passed next year.

The use of urban planning schemes can help alleviate urban environmental problems. The simplest example is to plan factories that are prone to pollution in the downwind direction of the city and to set up natural protection zones near the main water sources in the city to prevent pollution of the water sources due to human factors, and so on. These measures are already very mature.

As for light pollution, people haven't had a profound experience yet. Buildings with full glass facades are now very trendy, and no one can imagine the trouble these buildings will cause in the future.

"The analysis of the issues by Mr. Lin is very thorough. Do you have any ideas on how to solve these problems?" Director Zhang was very satisfied with this conversation. Although he looks young, his ability in this area is indeed remarkable. With just a few simple sentences, he clearly pointed out the problems in the current urban planning process in China, which can be described as incisive.

"Regarding the specific situations in the special administrative regions, I can't say for sure without conducting an investigation, but I do have some thoughts on the general issues. In fact, Lin is also well aware of the problems existing in urban planning during the development of the special administrative regions, but it is just difficult to explain directly."

He still needs to arrange for personnel to conduct an investigation before presenting the results, so that people will believe it naturally. But this does not mean that he can't say anything now.

"Due to the development of the commodity economy, the reform of the social system, the deepening understanding of the urban functions and roles, and the impact of rapid urban growth, many cities in the country have begun to pay attention to the research of urban development strategies. In this respect, the planning for the development of Beijing by Member Wu can be seen as a model."

"The basic method is to study the development form of urban space, the development mode and the demand for infrastructure from the perspective of the development of the social economy, which has undergone fundamental changes compared to the previous planned economy era."

"The specific manifestations are twofold: first, a comprehensive study of the economic conditions and development potential of the city, including aspects such as history, culture, education, and technology, to shift planning from passive to proactive; second, scientific forecasting of the city's medium- to long-term development through certain methods—normally considering a timeframe of fifteen to twenty years, as longer periods are not very meaningful and unreliable—this represents another kind of progress compared to the previous five years."

"Of course, the technical requirements for urban planning have been strengthened, and the level of the planning team is also being raised, which is why you were looking for foreign teams to serve as consultants," Linlou said.

"Yes, we had previously obtained a plan from a domestic planning institute, and after showing it to the international consulting team, they raised a lot of questions. We had to revise it several times before it was reluctantly approved. During the specific implementation process, we did indeed find that if we had followed the original plan, there would definitely have been a lot of problems!" Director Zhang agreed repeatedly.

“There is another aspect. In the past, most of us regarded cities as production bases and consumption centers, ignoring the impact of cities on the surrounding areas. Now it is proposed that regional economic development should be centered around cities. This approach plays an important role in the rational arrangement of surplus rural labor and township enterprises, as well as the strategic and more rational development of towns.”

"The current urban planning pays more attention to implementation than before. Due to the lag in planning schemes, breaking the plan in practical operation has become the inherent thinking of the ultimate form of ideal blueprint! This planning will be criticized by future generations, but now it is necessary because the problems of continuing to use old planning schemes are even greater."

"However, these modifications must be scientific, and it is best not to let other factors affect the reasonableness of the planning scheme!" Lin Lou subtly reminded, what is the scariest thing for planners? Of course, it's when the leaders make sudden decisions!"

"At the same time, attention should also be paid to the application of new technologies. Urban planning is an interdisciplinary field involving multiple areas such as sociology, economics, psychology, transportation, environmental science, as well as the application of various new technologies such as systems engineering, remote sensing technology, and computer technology, all of which will make urban planning more scientific!"

Lin Lou spoke a lot, and Director Zhang listened carefully, his pen never stopped, quickly recording Lin Lou's words. This knowledge was valuable to him and would be used as an important reference for other leaders to decide whether to invite Lin Lou to take on the role.

After discussing the general direction, we still need to talk about the specifics of the special economic zone. So, in the end, Lin finally mentioned the special economic zone. "The development of the special economic zone has attracted attention from all over the country. Although I haven't conducted in-depth research, I have also read some information."

Director Zhang became even more attentive. "Go on, go on. We want to hear different perspectives so that we can make more accurate decisions."

"The early stage of the special economic zone lacked unified planning and control, and its development trend was characterized by scattered and decentralized development. Luohu, Shekou, and Shatoujiao became the key areas for the development of the special zone, and as time passed, the development focus of the special zone gradually shifted westward in accordance with the planning. Due to its proximity to the international metropolis of Hong Kong, Luohu obtained good initial development opportunities and became the core area for financial and trade services in the special zone."

"Yes, the development of the special administrative region basically follows this framework." It looks like Director Zhang is relatively satisfied with this situation. "Doing this is also to make use of the unique geographical advantages of the special administrative region! It can have more convenient connections with Hong Kong!"

Lin Lou nodded, "From the perspective of the early stage of development, this kind of planning is relatively reasonable!"

Director Zhang understood his meaning and asked, "Are you saying that the special administrative region wants to improve its development, and what it's doing right now is not enough? How do you think it should be done more appropriately?"

"No big city can rely entirely on other cities for development. If you continue to be willing to be a satellite city of Hong Kong, this plan may not be a big problem, but I think Director Zhang, you must be unwilling, right? The initial development of the special economic zone did benefit from its proximity to Hong Kong, but in the future, the economic scale of the special economic zone has already surpassed that of Hong Kong."

This is not a problem that can be solved solely by Hong Kong. A series of high-tech enterprises such as Tencent, Huawei, and DJI have gradually replaced Hong Kong and become the engine of rapid economic development in the special administrative region.

"From the current perspective, there are still many aspects of Hong Kong that are worth learning from! However, as the elderly have advised, we must rely on our own efforts." Director Zhang expressed the attitude of the special administrative region using the words of the elderly.

"If that's the case, then we must establish a plan in urban planning that can replace the status of Luohu!" The development of various districts in the special administrative region undergoes different stages at each phase.

At first, it was the Luohu District, but as a result of planning guidance and limited land resources, the status of Luohu gradually declined, and the Futian District experienced rapid development. Over a decade later, due to its vast construction land, Nanshan District became the focus of the shift. In the early 21st century, the coastal areas of Bao'an District also experienced rapid development.

The formation of this pattern relies not only on the role of government departments in coordinating regional development policies, but more on the advantages of its coastal areas and convenient transportation. In comparison, the development of Bao'an and Longgang districts near the inland is relatively slow, but in the long run, they still have huge development potential.

From this transformation, it can be seen that the evolution of the focus of the special administrative region's development is a result of both internal and external factors of urban planning, and is a natural process of spatial development. The main transformational characteristics of its urban development are influenced by the location of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge, and gradually moving towards the western coastal areas and inland areas.

The development process has indeed been influenced by planning. Since the establishment of the special administrative region, remarkable achievements have been made in urban planning and construction. However, there still exists a considerable gap between the current situation of urban planning and land management and the goals of the sustainable development strategy and the modernization of an international metropolis. Many of these gaps are attributed to flaws in the planning.

"So, how should we proceed with the specific plan?" Director Zhang asked.

"This requires a more thorough investigation and the collection of more data for analysis! Linlou can produce results now, but lacks the supporting evidence, which must be completed through investigation."

"If you need, I can lead the team to stay in the special zone for a period of time to complete the investigation work, and then submit a report to you." Lin Lou said, "To win such a big project, we need to show some real substance."
Chapter 574 Team Building

"Thank you so much," Director Zhang said, quickly standing up to shake hands and express his gratitude. "As long as you deliver this report to us, we will definitely ensure that your wisdom and hard work are duly rewarded."

Indeed, it is a city that gave birth to the slogan "Time is money, efficiency is life." Officials in the special administrative region speak differently from those in the north. They openly raise the issue of remuneration and leave room for negotiation. If Lin's proposal is good, there's no doubt that a high price will be offered.

If the things produced by Linlou can't satisfy the customer, they will still get paid, but the amount is worth considering. The investigation report expenses, travel expenses, and personnel costs should naturally be reimbursed. But hoping to make money, or even make a big profit, is out of the question.

"We can sign the contract now and make a note of these details. Once the contract is signed, we will make the first payment to you! This is also a common practice in the industry, in order to prevent others from working hard for nothing in the end. With the advance payment, even if there are any changes in the future, the second party will still have some gains."

"Sure, but according to the rules of the law firm, the specific contract still needs to be reviewed by a lawyer first!" Despite the good discussions, Linlou will not sign the contract directly without any consideration. Even with cooperation with Tsinghua University, the process must be conducted in accordance with the contract. Only by following the regulations can we reduce future conflicts.

"Of course, of course, we often work with companies in Hong Kong too. It's all part of the necessary process!" Director Zhang probably often signs contracts with Hong Kong companies, so this process is quite familiar to him.

"Additionally, there is a lot of information that may need to be provided by your end, such as key economic indicators of the Special Administrative Region and future economic development plans. These are all the basis for our planning! It's not easy for ordinary people to find this kind of information, so it's much easier to have the steward of this special region help collect it, much easier than Lin Lou doing it himself."

"Some information can be provided to you after signing the contract, but for others, you can only review them here and cannot take them away or use them for anything other than planning. You will need to sign a confidentiality agreement and are not allowed to disclose the information to outsiders!" Director Zhang was also prepared, as the interests involved in these materials were substantial.

For example, when the government decides to support a certain industry, some people will start preparing as soon as they know, naturally staying far ahead of others when the official application process begins. Similarly, if the support for certain industries is to be weakened, those in the know will quickly sell their factories to others, so that they will not be affected by the negative consequences later on.

So these processes are necessary, and Lin also expressed understanding. Before coming over this time, he knew what to discuss, so he had already prepared a lawyer, Xǔ Wénbiāo. After they finished talking, they asked the lawyer to come over, carefully studied the contract, made some modifications to some detailed issues, and then both parties signed and confirmed.

"Happy collaboration!" The two hands shook together again. Director Zhang was pleased to find a new and innovative urban planner like Linlou for the special administrative region. Linlou was equally happy to be involved in the overall planning of this modern city. Although the development of the special administrative region is already very good, most people probably can't imagine that in the future it will become one of the four most influential cities in the country, alongside Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou.

Currently, the top ten cities in the country are Shanghai, Beijing, Tianjin, Shenyang, Wuhan, Guangzhou, Xi'an, Nanjing, Chengdu, and Harbin. The special administrative region is only ranked eighteenth. However, by 1992, the special administrative region had entered the top ten for the first time, and then continued to climb, eventually surpassing even its initial reliance, Hong Kong.

After signing the contract, Director Zhang treated the Lin's team to a meal. When they returned to the hotel, Lin began giving orders. "Wen Biao, the most important task now is to conduct a detailed investigation. You are responsible for bringing a team from Hong Kong. I will also arrange for Xiao Cao and Director Zhang to coordinate, while simultaneously forming a team consisting of mainland personnel."

There are two reasons for doing this. Firstly, it allows for a more accurate conclusion through the comparison and competition between the two teams, considering their different perspectives and starting points. Secondly, in some places, it's more convenient for people from Xiangjiang to conduct investigations, while in others, it's better for Cao Kai and his team to do so.

"Xiao Cao, tomorrow I'll take you to meet my college roommate. He has been in the special administrative region for several years and is quite familiar with the architecture and planning industry. You can ask him to help you make some connections!" Xu Wenbiao can spend money to hire people in Hong Kong, but Cao Kai doesn't know anyone here and doesn't have any connections. It's really not easy to get things done without the help of someone familiar.

"During this time, you two should stay in the special zone. I will go back to Beijing first to handle the work at hand, and then bring some people over to work together! This large project cannot be accomplished by just a few of them. It is necessary to find help. There are not many people available from the original firm, and Li Qingxi and others have their own work on hand, and their research on urban planning is also insufficient."

"Understood, you can rest assured that we will definitely complete this job with utmost professionalism!" Xu Wenbiao was very excited. The original architectural business of the firm has been growing steadily, and now they are formally entering into urban planning. Nowadays, cities in mainland China are going through rapid development, but there are very few units that are well-versed in modern urban planning. If we can secure the business of the special administrative region and do it well, other cities will definitely come flocking in the future. By then, we will be overwhelmed with business opportunities!"

Continuing to develop like this, the firm will soon be qualified for listing, right? As one of the firm's senior members, will I also have shares? He couldn't help but start daydreaming.

Unfortunately Linlou has no such plans at all. Although going public can make money, it is prone to interference. Liang Zhitian's experience is a typical example. If it weren't for this, his reputation would not have turned out that way. Besides, Linlou is not short of money at all. Isn't he and Linqiao doing things in the United States just to be able to have the freedom to create without interference?

Of course, Linlou will definitely not be stingy with the treatment of these old employees and the backbone of the firm. Although the firm will not go public, it can still provide rewards in other aspects! This is to prevent them from leaving due to financial issues. As for those who feel they have learned enough and plan to venture out, Linlou will only offer support.

For example, take Cao Kai. Even if he wants to stay in the law firm all the time, Linlou is unwilling. By then, when he feels his abilities are almost on par, he will sponsor himself to set up his own law firm. He is definitely not going to be short of projects here at Linlou, but he will be subject to some interference from Linlou, which is not very conducive to cultivating his personal style.

Although Cao Kai's architectural design philosophy in the future may differ somewhat from Lin Lou's, Lin Lou believes that the architectural field should embrace diverse ideas and not be limited by a single philosophy. He will wholeheartedly promote his own ideas and also encourage more architects to propose their own new concepts.

The next day, Linlou went to Shenzhen University to give a lecture. Facing the students of Shenzhen University, he did not talk about anything too profound, but explained in a simple way the current popular architectural design concepts internationally. He also told them what abilities one should master to become an excellent architect.

After the speech, we had a meal with the teachers and leaders of Shenda. Then Linlou took Cao Kai to find Huang Yaxiang. As soon as he heard the purpose of Linlou's visit, Huang Yaxiang assured him that he had been doing well in the special zone in recent years. He also liked to socialize with people, so he knew many people. It wouldn't be difficult to find some people to help Cao Kai.

"It's a bit awkward to talk about money with you. How about this, when you're about to get married, I'll take care of buying the household appliances for your home! This won't be considered as part of the bride price!" If someone helps, it's only natural to provide compensation.

"Xiaolou, there's no need for this. The part-time job you offered me has good pay. If I ask for their help, they should be thanking me." Huang Yaxiang declined.

However, Lin continued to persist, and coupled with his previous help to Lin, he had long since adapted to such practices, so he eventually accepted it.

Then he also outlined the tasks for Xu Wen Biao and Cao Kailuo, telling them what to investigate. After they had no more questions, Lin Lou returned to Beijing alone.

First, make up for the missed classes for the students, then attend several meetings at the Asian Games Organizing Committee, visit the construction site of the Olympic Sports Center and China-Japan Youth Exchange Center, and then handle the daily affairs of the office. It was only after dealing with these tasks that Lin was able to free up his hands to form a team for the special zone planning project.

The main sources of team members are recommendations from both new and old employees such as Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, and Jiang Wensong. Another source is the publication of recruitment advertisements in planning journals. He just returned and immediately had someone do these two things, and now we have just received the first batch of resumes.

The speed of information exchange during this period is still somewhat slow. In later generations, such a great opportunity would have led to posting the job ads the same day and the inbox being filled by the next day.

At the moment, the situation in Beijing is still okay, but for applicants from other places, even if they see the job posting and immediately write a resume, then send it by express mail, it will still take several days to arrive.

Lin took over the resumes of these people, first searching through his mind to see if there was any information about these people. If they were big shots in the field of future planning, it goes without saying that they need to be brought in, no matter how bad their resumes are. If not, then it depends on how their resumes look. If possible, they should be brought in for an interview.

Many times, not achieving results is not only due to personal reasons, but also influenced by other factors. Those who do not become famous in the future may not necessarily be incapable, but simply have a slightly lower probability compared to the big shots.

"Notify these few to come for an interview as soon as possible. For those in Beijing, we will reimburse their round-trip taxi fare. If they have time, they can interview tomorrow, or after work is also okay. For those from out of town, we will reimburse their hard sleeper train fare and the taxi fare from the train station to our place. We will also take care of their food and accommodation! Let them come with peace of mind!" Lin handed over a few resumes to the administrative staff and asked them to notify the candidates. If you want talent, don't be stingy with a little money."

"Utilize your own connections more. We need several people this time. If you miss this opportunity, who knows when there will be another chance!" Linlou said to Li Qingxi and the others.

In addition, workers are now busy in the quadrangle, and Lin is planning to tidy up the vacant rooms and convert them into offices for the planning department to welcome the arrival of these new people.

"Alright, you guys carry on with your work! I'll go find a few more people!" Just these two channels are not enough, for now we can only attract potential talents, Lin Lou plans to personally invite more advanced talents.

The first person he found was Professor Wang, whom he had met many times in Paris. Professor Wang had returned from studying at the Paris Academy of Architecture four years ago, and since then, Lin Lou had often communicated with him. "Hello, Professor Wang, are you preparing to write another important article?"

Academician Wang returned to China and organized the knowledge he acquired in Paris, writing many high-quality articles that have caused quite a sensation in the country.

"It's still about the preservation of the historical and cultural heritage of some famous cities in Europe. In recent years, our urban development has been very rapid, but the preservation of historical and cultural heritage is not sufficient! This is indeed regrettable!" Academician Wang sighed.

The two of them chatted about this topic for a while, and then Lin redirected the conversation to the field of modern urban planning. Besides being an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in the future, Wang will also be a council member of the Urban Planning Society. He has deep insights into the research of modern urban planning, and has experience studying and traveling in Europe, knowing how modern cities should be planned.

"I've been translating the work of Norma Evenson recently. She has in-depth research on the formulation and management of building regulations in Paris. There are several points that I think have great reference value for our urban planning and construction! For example, the control of building height and street width. Although these policies have been criticized by architects eager to break through, and have been modified in the future with the development of building technology and architectural concepts, they have indeed played a very good role in protecting the overall appearance of Paris."

When it comes to this issue, Academician Wang's enthusiasm arises, "... to protect the outline of a city, in addition to protecting the buildings as the main body of the outline, it is more important to control the height of the buildings on the surface to ensure the overall scale coordination of the city..."

Lin Lou listened very attentively. He had read all these articles before, but now, hearing it from the author's perspective, it felt completely different. He gained a deeper and more comprehensive understanding.

Two people were chatting enthusiastically. Lin took advantage of Professor Wang's good mood and explained his purpose, "Professor Wang, your understanding of modern mature planning is profound. Have you ever thought about participating in the design of urban planning yourself?"

"Are you here as an advocate for Commissioner Wu?" Academician Wang looked at him in confusion. "But Commissioner Wu doesn't lack people on his side, and my presence wouldn't be of much help either!" He thought Lin Lou wanted him to participate in the urban planning in Beijing.

"If you join Wu's team, it will definitely be very helpful for the protection of the old city of Beijing. However, this time I came by myself!"
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"A few days ago when I was in Hong Kong, the Special Administrative Region invited me over to have a chat about the existing issues in the region's planning..." Lin recounted the incident and extended the invitation once again, "This project may be different from your main research focus, but since you are interested in urban planning, you must be interested in planning the development of a city yourself!"

"You've researched planning in Paris for so long and visited so many European cities. It would be such a waste not to make use of this experience! With Academician Wang's ability, if he participates in this project, Linlou will be saved a lot of effort."

"It's definitely not that I'm not interested, but my main focus is on the protection of urban historical features and architectural history. The special economic zone is a completely new city, and I feel that it deviates too much from my research interests." Academician Wang was somewhat conflicted and ultimately declined Linlou's offer in a tactful manner.

"Teacher Wang, the special administrative region indeed has old buildings, right? Your research could come in handy." Lin Lou was well-prepared and immediately countered, "You should know the abbreviation for the special administrative region, right? But do you know how this name came about?"

"I know the abbreviation – Peng City. It should be because of the Dapeng Peninsula and Dapeng Bay, right?" Academician Wang was quite curious. Is there any other explanation behind this?"

Dapeng Peninsula is located on the southeast coast of the special zone. Dapeng Bay is adjacent to Dapeng Peninsula, and it is next to the more familiar Daya Bay. Academician Wang speculated that there is the character "鹏" in the names of these two places, so he considered them as the origin of the name "Pengcheng".

However, the fact is not so. Linlou explained, "It is indeed related to Dapeng Peninsula, but not from here. There is a Dapeng garrison city on the Dapeng Peninsula, which was established in the Ming Dynasty to resist Japanese pirates. It has a history of more than 600 years. The full name is 'Dapeng Shouyu Qianhu Garrison City', and 'Pengcheng' comes from here."

"The gate style of Dapeng Ancient City is simple and majestic, with numerous residents living inside the city. It possesses ancient charm and is a rare cluster of Ming and Qing ancient architecture in the Lingnan region, holding significant historical and cultural value. It would be a great pity if such buildings were to be demolished in urban planning! Don't you care about historical and cultural heritage? Let me tell you more about it."

"In addition to Dapengcheng, there is also Xinan Ancient City, also known as Nantou Ancient City. In the Han Dynasty, due to the empty treasury, Emperor Wu of Han implemented a monopoly system for salt and iron, and established salt officials in the salt-producing areas to control the production and sales of salt. The current location of Nantou Ancient City was the residence of the salt official in the Han Dynasty, and it has a history of over 1,700 years."

"Hehu New Residence was originally built during the reign of Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty. The high and sturdy walls, neat and clean Moon Pool, majestic ancient trees have been praised by many experts and scholars as the epitome of Hakka residential architectural art."

"Dawanshi Residence was built by the Zeng family, a Hakka people, in the 56th year of the Qianlong reign of the Qing Dynasty (1791 AD), with a history of more than 200 years. The architectural complex of Dawanshi Residence forms a layout of 'Eight Pavilions and a Horse-walking Tower, Nine Heavens and Eighteen Wells.' The architectural layout is ingenious and interconnected, reflecting the extraordinary household wisdom and superb architectural craftsmanship of the Hakka people."

Longtian Shijia was built in the 17th year of the Qing Dynasty, unlike other Hakka roundhouses, Longtian Shijia is surrounded by water on three sides, similar to a moat, in a semi-circular shape, while the other side is a tall wall. The semi-circular riverbank and the outer wall form a 'turtle-back' pattern, which is rare in various earth buildings.

"The Chiwan Tin Hau Temple, also known as the Tin Hau Museum, was built in the Song Dynasty. It was originally grand and magnificent. It was renovated several times during the Ming and Qing dynasties, expanding in scale. In the early years of the Ming Yongle, the eunuch Zheng He, on the orders of Zhu Di, led a fleet on a voyage to the Western Ocean, and the Chiwan Tin Hau Temple was an important stop on the journey. It is currently one of the only three Tianhou temples in China that were built by imperial decree."

"Mao Sheng Shi Ju was built in the Jiaqing period of the Qing Dynasty, with a history of about 200 years. The courtyard is a rectangular courtyard-style building, with battlements on the walls, and watchtowers at the four corners providing mutual support, showcasing its defensive functionality. This reflects the hardships of the Hakka people's migration through the generations and their cultivated awareness of prevention due to settling in a different place."

Lin Lou talked about several buildings in one breath, and took out photos he had taken in his spare time to show to Academician Wang, "These buildings are located in bustling urban areas under planning, or in relatively desolate suburbs. How to protect these ancient buildings while the city moves towards modernization is a considerable test for our planning capabilities."

"If you participate in this project, it will be a great opportunity to establish a sample for the preservation of the historical appearance of cities nationwide!" Lin Lou used this as an excuse to attract Academician Wang, but once he went there, the workload he would receive would not be as simple as that.

In the end, Academician Wang was persuaded by Lin's reasoning. He felt somewhat regretful that he had been doing theoretical research all along. Even as a theoretical physicist, he hoped that his theories could be validated by experiments, not to mention the closer relationship of architecture and planning with practice. "Well, I'll discuss with my unit and see if I can free up some time!"

"If you write an article while working on this project, you can publish it in the name of your organization! Isn't the organization concerned about the results? What I give them is what they want, right? If they are still hesitant, then I can sponsor some equipment for them. There are plenty of ways for the Lin Building to persuade the unit where Academician Wang is currently located."

If it still doesn't work, then bring out the big guns, find a reason to request their unit's leader to go abroad for an inspection. There are definitely issues that cannot be solved in the current situation, but it definitely does not include borrowing their unit's staff. Academician Wang will be an academician in the future, but not yet now. Although overseas returnees are valuable, it's still not as valuable as going abroad for an inspection!

Besides, they are just borrowing it for now. They also promised that they could continue to publish articles in the name of their own unit. What's there to be worried about? If others ask, just say it's giving them an opportunity to gain experience.

After discussing with Academician Wang, Lin went to see Member Wu again. However, he did not meet with Member Wu personally. When Lin first arrived at Member Wu's place, Member Wu was busy with affairs and had no time to accompany him, so he handed him over to his assistant.

Zhang Fengwen is in charge of the construction field, and it was he who handed the design drawings of the Xiangshan Hotel to Lin Lou, which gave Lin Lou the opportunity to participate in this project and to meet Bei Yuming through this opportunity, paving the way for him in the future of architecture. If it weren't for him, even if Lin Lou could still become famous, it would definitely not be so fast.

Another facilitator is Zhong Jintai, who helps him publish articles in urban planning journals and also holds an important position in the Beijing urban planning team. He finds it most convenient to seek high-level planning talent through Zhong Jintai.

"Professor Zhong, I'm seeking your help again!" Linlou and Zhong Jintai have a deeper relationship than Academician Wang, so he just spoke directly to him. Besides, the national top planning circle is so small. Zhong Jintai probably also knows something about Special Zone wanting to change foreign consultants, so there's no need to beat around the bush."

"So, are you planning to take on the project in the special economic zone?" Sure enough, as soon as he spoke, Zhong Jintai understood his thoughts, "With your abilities, participating in such a project is suitable for you!"

He has been collaborating with Lin Lou for so long. They have held numerous meetings on the urban planning proposals for Beijing. The effectiveness of the proposals put forward by Lin Lou in earlier years has gradually become apparent. He has gained a deeper understanding of Lin Lou's capabilities and knows that he is definitely qualified to compete for the position of consultant for the special zone urban planning.

"I have been learning from you for so long, so now that I have the opportunity, I definitely want to give it a try. Otherwise, wouldn't it be a waste of your years of teaching?" Linlou said with a smile.

"Haha, you're really good at talking!" Zhong Jintai laughed. Even though he knew Lin Lou was being polite, the words did sound nice. "I didn't teach you much, but from the beginning, many of your ideas were ones that I and others, including Commissioner Wu, didn't even think of. Later, after verification, your ideas were all correct!"

It's not a difference in ability; Lin Lou does have talent, but he hasn't reached the level of surpassing Commissioner Wu. The crucial factor is the influence of his 40-year head start in experience. He is very aware of the planning issues that exist in Chinese cities.

"Go ahead, what do you want me to help you with? Do you want me to greet the Planning Institute over in the special district? " Zhong Jintai was also willing to help Linlou, although he had just said so. But in the eyes of others, it was an undeniable fact that Lin Lou had followed him for a while to learn. The higher Lin Lou's achievements, the higher the evaluation of him."

And Lin has always been very respectful to them in the past, greeting them during the holidays, being courteous, and speaking nicely. A person like this, who wouldn't want to help? Plus, he also has students. In the future, his students might depend on these good relationships to make a living. So he's not worried about doing favors for Lin, but rather worried he might not have the chance to.

林楼 is taking the initiative to come over now, how could we possibly pass up such an opportunity? Zhong Jintai has already made up his mind that even if he owes someone a favor, he must handle this matter properly.

"In the future, we will definitely have to deal with the planning institute in the special administrative region. If you can help to make the connection, that would be even better!" Lin Lou also knew his thoughts, so he didn't bother to mince words, "But it's not necessary for the time being. I promised to submit a report to the special administrative region first, and I can't write this report alone!"

"Before, I asked the firm to help with the recruitment. We received several impressive resumes, but the candidates are quite different from those you know. I would like to ask for your help in introducing some capable individuals. With your extensive network, I'm sure you know who is suitable!"

"The special economic zone may be small now, but its future development is unlimited! It's a good thing for them to be able to participate in such projects! And now the policies have also been relaxed, it's not as difficult as it was in the past for them to come from the planning institute to your side." Zhong Jintai nodded, "You sit first, let me think about it carefully!"

He never even asked about the treatment, the treatment on the Lin floor he envies, not to mention others? This is definitely one of a kind in the country, whether it is for the future or for economic income, there must be many people willing to do it.

"I'll show you!" Zhong Jintai took out his address book from the drawer and flipped through the pages. "Don't even think about anyone from our group. Would Commissioner Wu be happy if you poach from here? Why not look for someone from out of town first?"

"Lao Liu is quite capable, but he's getting on in years and has a wife and kids. It's probably inconvenient for him to make a move now, especially since his child is at a critical age for studying. Xiao Zhao is good too. He's young and unmarried, and doesn't seem very comfortable at the unit. I reckon he'd come over with just a call!" He analyzed while watching and talking to Lin Lou.

Apart from not giving himself an English name and not wearing a designer suit, his professional skills are no less than those of a future senior headhunter consultant.

Lin Lou looked over, "Is this Zhao Yukun? From that school? Has he done any projects before?" It can't be the Zhao Yukun I know, right? The department looks the same, if it's really him, that's impressive!

Although Mr. Zhao Yukun may not have become an academician like Mr. Wang, he is also a prominent figure in the field of urban planning in China. He holds important positions in multiple committees and associations, and has been responsible for planning a provincial capital city. If he can join us, he will definitely be able to shoulder significant responsibilities.

"Your Linmita there are all Tongji's students, maybe just a few years older than Xiaolin, they might even know each other from school! You can ask Xiaolin when you go back! I helped someone with the planning scheme for XX City before, but it was not credited. This caused a lot of unpleasantness with the company! I've been wanting to leave for a long time. As long as he doesn't have a girlfriend, you ask Xiaolin to make a call and he'll definitely come over!"

Lin Lou slammed his thigh and said, "So what? I'm not afraid even if he has a girlfriend! I'm so capable that I even arranged a job for his girlfriend. When they get married, I'll send them on a honeymoon trip abroad!"

If we can recruit such talent, what's the big deal with paying this price? Don't mention your wife, even your parents can come to work in Beijing!

"Lower your voice! If the young guy from the next office hears it and comes over here, what are you going to do? Can I still continue working like this?" This treatment made Zhong Jintai feel a little scared.

Quiet down and continue analyzing for Lin, "Ji Mingguang worked at the Guangzhou Institute and used to be from Nanjing Technical Institute. Oh, it's already changed to Southeast University this year! He has published a few articles during his time in school. I was thinking of going there at that time, but he was eventually taken by the Guangzhou side. He should be quite knowledgeable about the situation in the special economic zone!"

"Ouyang Fuwu, from Harbin Institute of Technology, studied in Japan and worked in Shenyang. I met him at the last meeting, he is very insightful!"

These two are not the least bit inferior to Zhao Yukun. Lin Lou couldn't help but count them. Teacher Wang is a future academician, and Cao Kai is too. I'm probably not far behind, with the hope of becoming a dual academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering, just like Chairman Wu. In addition, there are also important committee members like Zhao Yukun, Ji Mingguang, and Ouyang Fuwu.

This is definitely the ace team in the field of urban planning, isn't it? Linlou feels that even if Zhong Jintai only introduces him to a few people, or even if he recruits one person externally, this lineup is already quite impressive!
Chapter 576 Going to Beijing

In the morning, Zhao Yukun walked into the office right on time and then sat still behind his own desk. In fact, when he first joined the company, he was not like this. He used to come early to clean up and boil water, greeted those who arrived before him with enthusiasm. However, his professional competence and enthusiasm did not receive the expected response.

Those people took his contributions for granted. Later, whenever the office water ran out, someone would ask him to go to the water room to get water. It was not a big deal, just a little effort to get some water. He was still young, so walking a few steps was like exercise!

However, not giving oneself credit is really intolerable. He is not insensitive to social norms. There are many senior members in the unit who have been there for many years, and he is also the person in charge of the project. It is only right for them to be listed first in the signatures. However, as the creator of most of the plan, shouldn't his name be included, even if it's not at the beginning, at least at the end?

Unfortunately, he didn't even receive this treatment. The opportunity that belonged to him was given to a few lazy people in their 30s in the unit. These people have no real abilities, they just spend a lot of time in the unit and show off in front of the leaders.

He felt somewhat aggrieved after finding out and went to confront the leader. The leader rambled on, but essentially meant that at this crucial stage of the evaluation for professional titles, one needs to present solid achievements. They would give this opportunity to the others for now, as you are still new to the unit and it's a bit early to apply for the professional title evaluation.

Zhao Yukun, young and hot-tempered, clashed with the leaders a few times, and since then, he has had no connection with various benefits and honors in the unit. Unable to stand the frustration, Zhao Yukun decided to lay low and not get involved in anything, considering himself as a permanent employee with no fear of being fired.

As time passes, doing nothing all the time is not a good thing. Not to mention having a girlfriend, to get married you need a house. On the professional side, if you don't work on projects, you will eventually regress. This can't be solved just by reading a few professional books and magazines.

Maybe I should take the postgraduate entrance exam to break away from my current job. However, this means being separated from my girlfriend for three years. They have been together for a while, and Zhao Yukun feels bad about making his girlfriend wait or waiting until after marriage to take the exam, so he hasn't made up his mind yet.

"Zhao Yukun, there's a phone call for you!" Just as he was hesitating, Mr. Qin from the communications room walked in and shouted, "It's from Beijing! Hurry up and take the call!"

Where is this call from? I don't know anyone from that area. Zhao Yukun is quite strange, he went to college at Tongji University, so it would be normal if someone from Shanghai called him. Why would someone from Beijing call me?

"Thank you, Uncle Qin!" After thanking him, Zhao Yukun quickly headed out. Phone calls are expensive now, and it wouldn't be polite to keep someone waiting on the other end.

When I arrived at the communication room, I picked up the phone and greeted, "Hello, this is Zhao Yukun, may I ask who is calling?"

"Old Zhao, it's me, Lin Mita! It's been a long time since we last contacted each other. I only found your contact information today. How have you been these past two years?" A cheerful voice came from the other end of the phone.

"Oh, Xiao Lin!" Zhao Yukun immediately remembered that Lin Mita was his junior fellow student at Tongji University, one year below him. Although they studied different disciplines - one in structural engineering and the other in urban planning - they were still within the same academic category. They had some interactions before, but not a close relationship. Why would he call me?

"Not good enough, I'm far behind compared to you! I often see your name in journals and magazines. You must be working smoothly at the Law Firm of Lin Gong, right?" Zhao Yukun was full of resentment at the moment and was eager to find someone to confide in, and Lin Mita's call immediately aroused his desire to confide.

Look at her, no matter how big the project is, his name is definitely in the column of the structural engineer. Over the years, Linmita has become a dazzling new star in the field of domestic architectural structures!

Looking at himself, he started working one year earlier than him, but unfortunately, he doesn't even have a piece of work with his own signature! Compared to his younger school brother, Zhao Yukun feels like he has wasted all these years!

"What's wrong? Just now I met Teacher Zhong Jintai, and he praised you in front of me, saying that you have a lot of very advanced ideas! You have a deep understanding of the urbanization process in our country! I quickly asked Teacher Zhong for your phone number. But from what I heard, it seems like you've been a bit unhappy these years," Lin Mita intentionally asked.

So someone does recognize me after all? Zhao Yukun remembered his conversation with Zhong Jintai at the academic conference and felt a surge in his nose, almost unable to hold back the tears.

He took a deep breath to control his emotions, turned around and looked at Mr. Qin who was staring at him, "It's not appropriate to discuss personal matters on the company phone. How about this, you give me your work phone number and I'll find a public phone to call you!"

Zhao Yukun had not made a final decision yet, he did not want his colleagues to hear these criticisms. So after noting down Lin Mita's phone number, he went out and specifically found a public phone further away to make the call.

Just as the call was connected, Lin Mita asked him to give her the public telephone number, and then she called back, "You can use our office phone to call casually, so you don't have to spend your own money!"

Long-distance calls are not cheap. Zhao Yukun declined a few times, but eventually agreed. He started talking to Lin Mita about the grievances he had experienced at work, and Lin Mita could not help but sigh, "Ah, that's indeed upsetting. I've heard about similar situations in other companies, but it's rare to see something as extreme as what's happening in your company!"

"Who says no? I admit to doing the work when asked, I even accept others who haven't done anything getting their names listed first, but can't you at least include my name? Even if it's last! Yet I don't get any recognition!" Now without any familiar faces, Zhao Yukun's tears finally uncontrollably streamed down.

"When we, the construction workers, first started working on the Fragrant Hill Hotel project with Mr. Bei, he was just a freshman in college. But Mr. Bei still included the name of the construction workers in the project plan, and it was placed in a prominent position. Can these world-renowned architectural masters like Mr. Bei even have the nerve to do the same?"

"Our unit is like that now. It's all about who owns it, who makes the most contributions, and whose name should come first. We never consider who has more seniority!" Lin Mita's words made Zhao Yukun even sadder. Look at their unit, and then look at our own. It's true that people are insufferable and goods are disposable!"

"Old Zhao, what are you thinking now? Are you going to continue enduring at the company, or do you have something else in mind?" After comforting Zhao Yukun for a few moments, Lin Mita took the opportunity to ask.

"I haven't made up my mind yet. I'm planning to take the postgraduate entrance examination, but I'm worried that if I get accepted, it will delay things for three years. I'm afraid my girlfriend won't be able to wait. Don't laugh at me, but my girlfriend is actually a classmate from high school. We had a little spark back in high school. After I graduated and came back, we met again and gradually started dating."

"If our unit had been able to allocate housing, we would have been married by now!" Speaking of this, Zhao Yukun became even angrier. The students from other units were prioritized when it came to allocating housing, but not him. Since joining the unit, he has been allocated housing twice, but still has not received anything.

"If I were to pursue a postgraduate degree, I would have to make others wait for another three years. I really can't make up my mind about this!" Zhao Yukun sighed. It was his girlfriend's encouragement that allowed him to break free from the current dilemma, unhampered by Lin Lou's interference. Eventually, he achieved great success, and did not disappoint his girlfriend. After graduating from the postgraduate program, he married her, and the loving couple lived blissfully for decades, becoming an enviable immortal pair in the planning industry.

"What does that sister-in-law do for a living?" Linmita hurriedly asked, this is crucial information.

"She didn't make it to college. After graduating from high school, her family found her a temporary job, and it's been many years now, and she still hasn't been made permanent! In fact, her ability is stronger than most regular workers, she just doesn't have the opportunity!" Zhao Yukun sighed, "Ah, it's also my fault for not having the ability. If I had the ability, I would have helped her long ago!"

"Old Zhao, I initially just wanted to give you a call and catch up, but after hearing what you just said, it reminded me. Our colleague Lin has recently taken on a planning business. The special district government wants to invite Lin to be the city planning consultant of the special district, and Lin has agreed. Right now, he is preparing a report for the special district, and they are in need of manpower."

"I know your capabilities. As long as you are willing to come and go through the motions, you will definitely pass the interview. Once you succeed in the interview, your benefits are guaranteed. Apart from not having a permanent position, everything else is not a problem. There are staff dormitories with at least two bedrooms and a living room. The salary is at least ten times higher than what you are currently earning. Within one or two years, you could buy the dormitory. Your girlfriend's job can also be sorted out. Whether she wants to work in a foreign company or a private enterprise, everything is possible."

Whether it's the Chinese branch of Ottock company or the Beijing sales department of the tile factory owned in partnership with Chen Dejiang, it's all just a matter of a word from Linlou. If you don't want to go to these two, there's also the research institution that Zhou Yalun is in charge of.

"And you don't have to worry about the issue of attribution anymore. Lin has worked on so many projects and has never had any problems with this issue! As long as you make contributions to the project, your name will definitely be included in the future special district planning scheme!"

Zhao Yukun is really moved! However, facing such a big decision, he hesitated for a moment. Lin Mita, on the other hand, didn't want him to hesitate for too long. "Anyway, you don't have much to do at work, so just treat it as bringing your girlfriend to Beijing for a few days! Go back and ask for leave now, come over tomorrow. I will have someone send you two hard sleeper train tickets!"

"Lin always follows this rule. People from out of town who come to Beijing for interviews are reimbursed for their hard sleeper train tickets and their living expenses. No need to be polite with me, that's settled then! Wait at the office today, I'll send the train tickets to you later!" After saying this, Linmita didn't give him a chance to refuse and hung up decisively.

Back at the office, I am debating whether or not to take leave. The staff at the train station just delivered the hard sleeper train ticket. Qibao Cheng's position is getting higher and higher, it's just a matter of a phone call.

Zhao Yukun immediately stopped hesitating, wrote a leave application and handed it in. Regardless of whether the leader approved it or not, he left directly, heading straight to his girlfriend's workplace. When he mentioned his plans to his girlfriend, she felt happy for him, saying, "Yukun, you must seize this opportunity!"

"Although I don't know how capable this Lin worker is, but you've always wanted to work on a project. Now that such a good opportunity is in front of you, you must seize it!" As always, his girlfriend was giving him her full support.

"Lingong, although younger than me, is already a world-renowned master. It's a great opportunity for me to work at his firm, and you can come with me to work in Beijing! We won't have to suffer like this anymore! Go ask for time off, let's go visit your parents and talk to them about this."

"If... if both of us have our jobs sorted out, then we'll get married!" Zhao Yukun held his girlfriend's hand and said affectionately.

Upon returning home, both sets of parents were somewhat incredulous about such a stroke of good fortune. However, the train ticket was undeniably real, so they all agreed to let Zhao Yukun give it a try.

By the time they arrived in Beijing, Linmita had already brought the car to wait at the train station, and took them to the hutong to look at the dormitory. After a short rest, they went to the Siheyuan to find Lin's building for the interview.

The interview went smoothly and Zhao Yukun's abilities won the recognition of Linlou. Linlou quickly expressed the welcome, "Zhao, if you are willing to come over now, the monthly basic salary is 2000 yuan, the company provides dormitories, and after completing the project, there will be bonuses and commissions, both of which are much higher than the salary. The issue of authorship can be written into the contract. What belongs to you is yours, so you don't have to worry at all."

"Two thousand? So much!" Zhao Yukun was a little shocked. When he and his girlfriend's salaries were combined, they didn't add up to this much in a whole year.

"In our company, the salary is just for everyday spending, the big chunk comes from bonuses and commissions. I'll be honest with you, I made tens of thousands just from that last year!" Lin Mita came in with a smug smile and boasted in front of him, "the courtyard you just saw, I've already bought it. If you're willing to stay, you'll have your own place sooner or later."

"Isn't this a bit too much?" Zhao Yukun couldn't help but swallow his saliva, feeling a bit startled.

"Not much, it's all well-deserved for you guys! Oh, by the way, which company does your girlfriend want to work for? I can help with that as well, getting a Beijing hukou is not a problem for me! Both of you will have it." Lin Lou threw out another big weapon.

Can you still get a Beijing hukou? Zhao Yukun became even more foolish. Are you saying that as long as you agree, you and your girlfriend can immediately become residents of the capital city?

"Lao Zhao, what are you still hesitating about? Hurry up and agree!" Lin Mita urged.
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High salary, great benefits and a Beijing hukou. Other than not being a formal position with official status, this job has no other issues. The most important thing is being able to continue working on projects, especially large ones with no issues regarding authorship. With such favorable conditions, there is no reason for Zhao Yukun to refuse.

Ji Mingguang and Ouyang Fuwu, just like the others, came over to chat with Linlou after receiving the call. They decisively decided to resign from their current positions and come to work here. Together with part-time academician Wang and some other recruits from other channels, the team for the special zone planning project is considered complete and ready to start working.

Zhao Yukun and others encountered some minor difficulties when they went back to handle the procedures for leaving their jobs. After all, university graduates are very scarce nowadays. Whether they are valued in the workplace is one thing, and whether their own units want to retain them is another. Therefore, these units are unwilling to let them leave.

However, they were firm in their attitude, and with Lin Lou asking Zhong Jintai for help and making a few phone calls, the little trouble was resolved. Now, agreeing to resign would also gain some favor with Zhong Jintai, but if they didn't agree, these guys would just leave directly. It wouldn't look good in front of Zhong Jintai, and that wouldn't be beneficial.

As for Zhao Yukun's girlfriend, that's even easier to handle. She's just a temporary worker, so it's not a big deal. Just need to inform the unit. After handling the formalities, the two of them quickly obtained a marriage certificate, held a wedding, after all, she had to accompany her girlfriend to go so far, it's not appropriate to not give an explanation, and then quickly came to work in Beijing.

The girl is quite ambitious. Instead of taking an easier job at a tile factory's Beijing office, she chose to work at the Chinese branch of OTK Company. In her words, she wanted to at least improve her foreign language skills there.

As for Ouyang Fuwu and Ji Mingguang, they are still single, so there is no issue with bringing a girlfriend along. They can just come over with their luggage.

When they finished handling personal affairs and came to work at the Lin Building, the new office was already prepared. It was decorated in a modern style, and each person was provided with a computer. Their first task upon arriving at the office was to learn computer operation techniques. The Lin Building also arranged for a dedicated person to train this group of new employees.

They had only been learning for a few days and had not fully grasped it yet, but Cao Kai and Xu Wenbiao had returned with the investigation results. So Linlou called everyone together to listen to their report and understand the current situation and problems of urban construction in the special zone, in order to come up with solutions based on these problems.

"The special economic zone is an experimental field for the reform of the socialist market economy system. Therefore, at the beginning of the establishment of the special zone, the urban development strategy of 'building a border city with industry as the main focus and a combination of industry and agriculture' was determined, starting with the construction of the two regions of Luohu and Shatoujiao. After a period of development, the urban nature was repositioned as 'developing outward-oriented industries, promoting both industry and commerce, simultaneously managing tourism, real estate, and other industries, and constructing a comprehensive economic special zone with a focus on industry'!"

The first thing to determine in urban planning is the positioning of the city, whether it's an industrial city, a light industrial city, a tourist city, a financial city, etc. The focus of these different urban plans is naturally different, so in order to do a good job in urban planning for a special economic zone, it is necessary to thoroughly understand the positioning of the city first.

However, turning back to the subject, the report from Lin's office cannot completely follow the current positioning of the special administrative region because since its establishment, the special administrative region has undergone several significant changes in its urban positioning in just forty years.

In the 1990s, the positioning of the special administrative region evolved into "a comprehensive economic special zone for the coordinated development of modern industries, an important economic center in the southern China region, and a modern international city." By the early 21st century, this positioning evolved into "an innovative comprehensive economic special zone, an important central city in southern China, and an international city developing jointly with Hong Kong."

And before the Lin Lou crossed over, the country upgraded the positioning of the special zone from "a modern international city with global influence in innovation and creativity" to "a modern international innovative city by 2025, a global hub for innovation, entrepreneurship, and creativity, as well as a model city for building a socialist modernized country by 2035, and a globally influential benchmark city with remarkable competitiveness, innovation, and influence by the middle of this century," leading to significant changes in the status of the special zone once again.

Looking at the "development of outward-oriented industries, simultaneous development of industry and trade, while also managing tourism, real estate, and other businesses, to build a comprehensive economic special zone with industry as the focus," and thinking about the future "modern international city, a globally influential hub of innovation and creativity," as well as the future "global benchmark city with outstanding competitiveness, innovation, and influence," Lin Lou couldn't help but feel quite emotional. In just a few decades, the development speed of the special economic zone is truly astonishing.

In the previous plan, the planning department determined a "belt-like clustered" urban structure based on the narrow and elongated characteristics of the special zone's terrain, combined with natural mountains and rivers, and tailored to local conditions. From east to west, five clusters were arranged in sequence: Sha Tau Kok-Yitian, Luohu-Shangbu, Futian, Overseas Chinese Town, Nantou-Shekou.

"Such planning can prioritize different areas for development according to different groupings, and can also focus on phased development within each group, achieving a one-area planning, one-area development, and one-area success approach. This urban structure not only maintains a high degree of flexibility and overall planning, but also ensures different development and construction speeds, resulting in good economic benefits."

The planning and construction of the special administrative region continued to follow the overall direction set by this version of the plan until the appearance of Linlou's time travel. From this perspective, this version of the planning scheme was very successful.

However, there are still many issues in the details. Cao Kai and Xu Wenbiao mentioned, "We have noticed that the average per capita water resources in the special administrative region are significantly lower than those in other cities in the country. Moreover, the population of the special administrative region will continue to grow at a high speed for quite some time, and this problem will become even more serious in the future."

Yes, although the special administrative region is located by the sea and next to the Pearl River, it is actually a city with relatively scarce water resources. In fact, many large cities across the country also face water shortage issues, such as Beijing and Xi'an.

"According to the data we have collected, the amount of water brought in from overseas accounts for a considerable proportion of the annual water usage in the special administrative region, and it is also growing rapidly. This was not taken into account in the previous urban planning schemes, despite the serious shortage of water resources, and there was no overall plan for water plants and other institutions in the special administrative region."

"This is the current distribution map of the water plants in the special administrative region," Cao Kai hung a new drawing on the wall, with the number and distribution of water plants marked on it. "Driven by local interests of villages and towns, as well as the influence of disorderly construction, the number of small water plants remains high. The water supply systems are independent of each other, making it difficult to ensure the water quality and quantity of the plants. Furthermore, the management level is low, leading to serious waste of water resources. Many areas are facing water shortage issues caused by engineering problems!"

These areas were not supposed to lack water, but due to the lack of unified planning in the water plants, there are situations where the places in need of water cannot access it, while there is redundant supply in areas that do not lack water.

"The rivers in the special economic zones have also encountered many problems. Due to the increasing number of factory constructions, the speed of sewage production is soaring. However, very few of these factories have installed sewage treatment facilities, leading to a large amount of sewage being directly discharged into the rivers in the urban areas. As a result, the water quality has been severely polluted, and the ecological environment of the water bodies has been seriously damaged."

"Meanwhile, in the process of urban construction, the straightening and channeling of rivers, the lack of integration between river construction and the utilization of urban public open spaces, as well as the reduction of water surface area and changes in the underlying surface caused by urban development, have significantly increased flood control pressure in cities!"

The consequence of this situation is that whenever there is heavy rain, the special administrative region experiences floods, causing considerable economic losses and even casualties.

"Although the urban planning of the special economic zones has various problems, it is still much better than many other domestic cities. However, the planning of villages and towns is relatively backward. After the establishment of the special economic zones, many villages and towns quickly began the wave of urbanization. However, due to the lack of attention to these villages and towns in the urban planning schemes, grassroots leaders lack a proper understanding of urban planning, resulting in prominent issues such as redundant construction, functional disorder, scattered development, and housing without proper urban development. This significantly delays the pace of rural urbanization towards urban modernization."

This issue is difficult to handle not only now, but will also be difficult to deal with in the future. While urban villages in the special administrative region provide relatively inexpensive housing for many newly arrived workers, they also create significant challenges for the overall urban planning of the city.

Cao Kai spoke for a while and felt a little tired, so Xu Wenbiao took over. He had a different perspective from Cao Kai, "There is a problem with the current urban construction in the special zone, with a focus on 'heavy production and light living'. The issue of neglecting various human needs is particularly prominent, with deficiencies in resource conservation, environmental awareness, and comprehensive functional awareness. The earlier urban construction has caused varying degrees of damage to the surrounding natural environment and resources. The overall landscape and environmental planning of the city, as one of the three major components of urban planning, needs further strengthening!"

There's no need to talk about the special administrative region, as the vast majority of cities nationwide have their shortcomings. What the special administrative region needs now is development speed. It's a bit too extravagant to talk about environmental protection, life, and landscape when people can't even have enough to eat. Therefore, there has been quite a bit of discussion below, and many people feel that the issues raised by Xu Wenbiao are not actually issues.

However, Lin Lou is very clear that this debt will have to be repaid sooner or later. They may not have the capability or a large amount of funds to solve these problems now, but that doesn't mean they can't do anything. Urban planning proposals must be forward-looking, and these issues should also be reflected in the planning proposals.

Be well prepared in the plan, try to avoid the current problems as much as possible, and minimize the losses that cannot be avoided. In this way, it will be less troublesome to clean up later and there will be fewer problems of extensive redundant construction.

Another important issue is the lack of attention to urban planning schemes, and the problem of arbitrary changes to the plans during the urban construction process. This issue is not unique to the special administrative region but is present in many cities.

The primary purpose of urban planning is to seek the greatest benefit for the masses, which inevitably impacts the interests of some individuals at a small scale. Additionally, some people may lack a correct understanding of the planning proposals, leading to difficulties in the implementation of urban planning schemes. Problems frequently occur in the construction that does not adhere to the planned scheme, thus hindering the effective guidance of urban planning on urban development.

These plans were not perfect to begin with, and various problems arose during the implementation process. The accumulation of multiple factors led to various problems in the city in the future.

It is impossible and unscientific to completely avoid these problems, but it is the responsibility of the Linlou [name] team to try to minimize the problems within controllable operations and minimize the problems in the city as much as possible.

Spent several days carefully listening to their reports, and then meticulously analyzed each of the issues. After completing these tasks, Lin took them to the special administrative region for a field investigation.

Through the close relationships with Zhang Jintai and others, they have had serious discussions with the urban planning department of the special administrative region to understand the reasons for their original planning. They also went to the urban construction department to inquire about the problems that arose during the development of the special administrative region.

After a long period of busyness, Linlou finally gathered academician Wang, Zhao Yukun, Ouyang Fuwu, Ji Mingguang, and others, and invited Zhong Jintai as consultant to analyze the problems in the urban planning proposal for the special administrative region, as well as how to correct these issues in the later stages of the planning proposal.

This is the first task they came to Linlou to accept, and everyone was afraid of falling behind, so they were eager to speak and talked about their own views.

Lin Lou nodded from time to time, acknowledging that these individuals were indeed the backbone of the future domestic planning field. Though they had not yet reached the heights they would in the future, the issues they raised were very pertinent and the solutions they proposed were highly feasible.

And when it came to Lin's turn to summarize, they also felt Lin's ability. Many of the ideas put forward by Lin were ones they had not thought of before, but upon careful consideration, they were very reasonable and had a strong forward-looking nature.

They have to admire that someone so young can be called a master and take on such an important role. It definitely didn't come out of nowhere.

Spending a large amount of time and effort once again, consolidating these opinions, and putting together the final report, then Lin and his team arrived at the special zone with the report. They handed over the results of their work to Director Zhang. Whether this project can be won depends on whether this report can satisfy them.
Chapter 578 Report

"Professor Lin, thank you so much! I will go and show this to the leaders right away, and try to coordinate a time for you to come and report as soon as possible." Director Zhang took the report, felt the thickness, and felt that Professor Lin had put in a lot of effort.

It looks like the special administrative region is very much looking forward to this proposal. After resting at the hotel for two days, Director Lin was informed by Director Zhang to attend a meeting. When he arrived, he listened to Director Zhang's introduction and found that several key leaders from the special administrative region were all present. It's not easy for such busy people to take time out to listen to Lin's report in such a short period of time. This shows the level of importance attached to this report.

"Professor Lin, thank you very much for your efforts in our special administrative region. We have all read your report, and the investigation was very meticulous and the analysis was very accurate. You have raised many issues that we were not even aware of, which has given us a lot of inspiration. The solutions you proposed are also very pertinent and commendable!" praised the leader.

At first, they were hesitant because they thought Lin Lou was too young to shoulder such an important responsibility. However, after seeing the report, they immediately changed their minds. There was no other reason, the report was just too detailed and targeted! It made them have to admire his ability.

"The other day I heard an expert in the field of architecture say that Professor Lin is already recognized as a world-class master in the global architecture community! I didn't expect that he also has such profound accomplishments in the field of urban planning!" Another leader said with a smile.

"Do architecture and planning overlap? Back in the day, the French architect Le Corbusier proposed the theory of the Radiant City, on the basis of which the International Union of Architects established the 'Athens Charter'; the American architect Frank Lloyd Wright also had the Broadacre City theory, and Le Corbusier proposed the theory of organic dispersal... Now Professor Lin's research achievements in the field of planning also impress us!" The vice mayor in charge of urban construction also has quite a lot of research in the field of architecture and planning, and cited several examples to praise Professor Lin.

"When we were dealing with foreign consulting companies before, we noticed that they often based their recommendations on the Athens Charter and the Machu Picchu Charter. However, in Professor Lin's proposal, I seem to see many different things, which have gone beyond the scope of the Athens Charter and the Machu Picchu Charter. What theory does this actually come from?" The pleasantries over, the invited expert began to ask questions.

"The 'Athens Charter' was proposed in 1933, emphasizing functional zoning and its connections, emphasizing material space, and marking the transition of urban planning theory from disorder to pure rationality, which was more than fifty years ago; The 'Machu Picchu Charter' was proposed in 1977, affirming the significance of the Athens Charter and at the same time questioning whether it has caused the city to lose its vitality. Building on this, it proposes spatial fluidity and continuity, emphasizing humanization, marking the transition from pure theoretical to humanistic stage, which has been around ten years now."

"During this period of time, there have been significant changes in the international architecture and urban planning fields, and many things in these two charters have become somewhat outdated!" Lin Lou replied. "Commissioner Wu, in the process of formulating the Beijing urban planning scheme, found that these two charters were no longer able to solve the problems he was facing, which prompted the idea of writing a new theory. I also made a small, insignificant contribution to the writing of this 'General Architecture'."

"Commissioner Wu's book summarizes the development of architecture over the past century. Through analyzing and integrating the history and reality of the 20th century, theory and practice, achievements and problems, as well as various new ideas and viewpoints, it looks forward to the direction of architectural studies in the 21st century. It is a comprehensive work that encompasses architecture, landscape architecture, and urban planning, emphasizing unity in diversity and a convergence of different paths leading to the same goal. It serves as a summary and outlook for a century of urban planning."

"The essence of the ideas in my report originates from the theories of Commissioner Wu." Lin Lou's attitude is very modest, but everyone can understand that he must have made a huge contribution in this book and has a very deep theoretical understanding of future urban planning, otherwise he would not be able to come up with such a plan.

"Initially, when someone proposed to replace the foreign consultancy company with a domestic one to save foreign exchange, I was not very supportive! I thought that our country's urbanization process lags far behind Western countries, and the same is true in theoretical research. I had my doubts about whether domestic planners could effectively guide the urban planning of the special zone. However, after seeing Professor Lin's proposal, I changed my mind," said a leader.

"Professor Lin's proposal, both in terms of theoretical depth and details, far surpasses the level of that foreign consulting company. He is more than capable of serving as the planning consultant for the special administrative region!" They have carefully studied Professor Lin's proposal and have invited experts to help analyze it. The experts have given quite high evaluations.

Please ask Lin to come over today for a report. We just want to address some questions they currently don't fully understand. The focus will naturally be on the theoretical foundation. Lin's response left them speechless, foreign theories are no longer advanced. We have put forward new theories that are more advanced and better suited to the needs of the times.

If an ordinary person were to say this, they would be immediately kicked out. However, considering Commissioner Wu's status and experience in urban planning in China, who has the ability to question him from a professional perspective? Also, considering Lin, who is already an internationally renowned architectural master, leading ahead of foreign experts, who dares to guarantee that he cannot achieve the same in urban planning, completely surpassing Western experts?

"Many of Professor Lin's ideas in the plan have enlightened us, but I still don't quite understand why the urban planning scheme needs to be formalized in the form of law. Didn't the State Council already promulgate the Urban Planning Regulations a few years ago? Can't we just follow the regulations set by the State Council?" Someone continued to inquire.

"In this regard, we can learn from the experience of developed countries. In 1944, the UK enacted the Town and Country Planning Act to manage urban and rural planning, which was later significantly amended. The new Town and Country Planning Act of 1965 stipulated that the planning authority of counties or metropolitan areas is responsible for developing structural plans, and then formulating specific local plans within the framework of the structural plan for implementation. In 1971, the Town and Country Planning Act designated 'the county council as the local planning authority for the county; the city council of a county-level city as the local planning authority for that city-level city,' with clear provisions on various development plans, planning control, and land allocation."

"The Federal Republic of Germany promulgated the 'Federal Urban Development Act' in 1960, which includes urban planning, land zoning and consolidation, land use, etc. In 1971, the 'Urban Development Promotion Act' was enacted, which includes measures for the construction and renovation of cities, towns, and villages as well as provisions for legal procedures, financial matters, tax measures, etc. It also legally stipulates the source of funds for each urban development project."

Since the enactment of the "City Planning Law" in 1919, Japan has successively formulated many related laws and regulations about urban planning and construction. By 1979, there were more than 400 regulations related to urban planning and construction, with over 40 directly related to urban planning, the most important being the "City Planning Law" and the "Building Standard Law." Japan's "City Planning Law" was revised in 1968 and has since undergone 18 amendments. In the revised "City Planning Law" promulgated on November 15, 1976, it was explicitly stated that the purpose of legislation is to orderly plan, construct, and develop cities, with the aim of contributing to the balanced development of the national territory and enhancing public welfare.

"These regulations effectively implement the national and local authorities' policies on urban development, ensuring the formulation and implementation of urban planning, so that urban planning schemes can be effectively executed; without the constraints of these laws and regulations, even the best plans would not be implemented!"

"The 'City Planning Regulations' issued by the State Council has to some extent changed the issue of excessive discretion in the implementation of planning in our country, but the authority of the regulations is still relatively weak. Moreover, these are all policies at a broad level, and there are some shortcomings in the details. Each place has its own special situations, so if the regulations are too detailed, it will restrict the development of these cities. Therefore, it is best for each place to also issue regulations that are in line with their specific situations to ensure the implementation of the planning schemes."

"No matter how well the plan is made, if it is casually changed during execution, it will lose the original intention of the plan." This is the point that Linlou cares most about. In his opinion, this is more meaningful than the specific plan.

"Our special zone not only bears the heavy responsibility of exploring new paths for the whole country in terms of economy, but also should do so in the field of urban planning. Through various plans and policies, we should set a benchmark for other cities across the country." To convince them, Lin proposed a more enticing idea.

Several leaders nodded in agreement with these remarks. What is the significance of establishing special administrative regions? Isn't it just helping other parts of the country to feel their way across the river? Professor Lin's point is well made—each city has its own differences, and it is not realistic to simply copy the urban planning schemes of the special administrative regions. However, ensuring the implementation of these plans through legal means is something that can be universally applied across the country, and the State Council has already set a precedent. Following suit would not be a mistake!

"There is a lot of work involved in adding a new regulation, but as long as we can develop the special economic zone well and provide valuable experience for other cities in the country, we have a responsibility to do so!" The leaders of the special economic zone have more courage and broader thinking than those in other places, so they quickly accepted Lin Lou's opinion.

In history, the special zone was also the first to legislate for urban planning, the first to have statutory plans covering the entire city, and the first to unify land and planning management in the city. Linlou just brought this time forward.

Then he continued to inquire about various details, "Professor Lin, I see in the proposal that you suggest completing the procedures for the unified requisition and conversion of all collective land in the special zone in the near future. Isn't that a bit too much work? It's one thing for collective land near the current urban area, which will soon be developed and constructed. It's reasonable to convert collective land into state-owned land now. But for more remote areas, they may not be developed within ten years. Is it too early to do it so soon?"

"I don't think it's too early at all!" This is a major issue restricting the development of the special economic zone, how could Linlou overlook it? In 1992 and 2004, the special economic zone respectively carried out collective land requisition and transfer procedures; however, turning collective land into state-owned land requires requisition, which includes compensation. Many villages have not completely completed these procedures, leading to a large amount of land in the special economic zone that has not completed the requisition and transfer procedures.

Areas where land acquisition was not completed in 1992, when they were converted to state-owned land in 2004, due to economic development, villagers demanded much higher land acquisition benefits, resulting in significantly higher acquisition costs, and many plots of land have still not been acquired.

After the implementation of the unified declaration and transfer, the entire city experienced a phenomenon of "building houses, preserving land," which led to the rush to construct various illegal buildings, resulting in the separation of "housing and land." The houses are in the hands of the villagers, while the land is nominally owned by the government, forming a new dualistic structure of land. This effectively led to a rapid increase in the plot ratio of non-standard residential buildings (villages in the city) in the special zone, with many areas reaching around 4.

In the special administrative region, there is very little additional land available for development. As a result, it is difficult to improve land utilization efficiency through urban renewal for these high plot ratio urban villages. The compensation requirements of the villagers and the amount of building area they own are very high. Coupled with the high housing prices in the special administrative region, this presents a huge cost. On one hand, it makes urban renewal difficult to promote, and on the other hand, promoting urban renewal requires a higher plot ratio to balance interests, resulting in an increasingly high plot ratio in the special administrative region, with many projects reaching a plot ratio of 10 or more.

"Some problems must be resolved as soon as possible. If they are not resolved immediately, the difficulty of solving them in the future will increase many times, and may even reach the point where they cannot be solved at all! Now it is very close to the first round of conscription and conversion in 92. If only a part is collected as in the original history, the future collection will become extremely difficult."

Lin elaborately explained the possible situations to them, and also used foreign examples for comparison. In the process of urban development, due to the increasingly high cost of demolition and relocation, urban planning schemes are unable to be implemented, and this is not just a problem in special economic zones.

In the face of detailed data analysis and real-life examples, the expressions of several leaders became extremely serious. However, at the moment, it seems that they don't have the ability to solve this problem, and they simply cannot come up with the compensation for so much land.

Linlou has come up with another suggestion, which is to formulate regulations similar to the "Demolition and Relocation Regulations" to determine the compensation amount and strictly limit the occurrence of illegal construction, hoping that these measures can reduce some of the losses.

"Professor Lin, what is the intention behind this design?" another person asked.
Chapter 579 The Completion of the Olympic Sports Center

"The construction of green spaces around the roads is beneficial for improving the urban environment and can also to some extent help prevent traffic accidents. These functions are widely understood. However, in most cases, we usually set up green spaces on both sides of the road to separate the motor vehicle lanes from the sidewalks. Why have you designed such a wide green space in the middle of the road? It's almost as wide as the motor vehicle lanes. Does this cause unnecessary waste to some extent?" asked an expert in confusion.

If this design was made by his student, he would definitely scold it, but this is the solution presented by Professor Lin, so even if he questions it, his wording is very cautious to avoid problems.

"This is actually a preparation for future road expansion. Although the number of vehicles in the special administrative region is currently low, the design of a dual carriageway with four lanes in each direction on the main roads is sufficient for now. However, if we look back at our vision for the future of the special administrative region, it can be anticipated that the development of the region will maintain a fairly high speed for a long time to come. Both the population and the number of motor vehicles will increase rapidly. In just a few years, the urban main roads with a dual carriageway and four lanes in each direction will definitely not be able to meet the demand."

The most criticized issue in urban planning, Linlou dares to guarantee, is that the problem of traffic congestion can't escape the top three. This is not just a problem in one city, but by the time he crossed over, it had become a phenomenon in major cities like Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Shenzhen as well as small county towns like his hometown.

No one could have anticipated that the increase in the number of cars in China would be so rapid. Just in terms of private cars, the national private car ownership has just exceeded five million. In the year before he travelled back in time, the number of cars in Beijing, Chongqing, and Shanghai alone surpassed five million.

Think about it, this speed is really terrifying. In just thirty years, the number of civilian cars in a city has exceeded the total number of civilian cars in the entire country. As for the total number of civilian cars in the country in 2020, it's even more terrifying, with over two hundred million vehicles. The total number of motor vehicles is over three hundred eighty million, with an average of less than four people per car.

With so many cars, no matter how much road maintenance is done, traffic congestion will still occur. However, it is still possible to reduce the possibility of congestion to some extent in situations within our capability. For example, expanding the city's main traffic arteries in advance, the ability to alleviate congestion varies greatly between two-way four-lane arteries and two-way eight-lane arteries.

These people are eager to refute, but when they recall the detailed data and calculation process presented by Lin, they have to admit that there might indeed be such a problem in the future. Once the population and number of vehicles in the special administrative region exceed the threshold pointed out by Lin, the two-way four-lane traffic trunk road will indeed be insufficient.

"But if we were to construct an eight-lane bidirectional road now, aside from whether there is sufficient funding, we might not even get through the policy approval process, right?" Lin Lou asked in response. The leaders present nodded in agreement. Over the years, there have been numerous cases of officials being removed from their positions due to complaints from the public about wasteful spending on excessively wide roads.

The people who report may not necessarily be wrong from their own perspective. They cannot see so far, and they cannot imagine that so many people will be able to afford cars in the future. It is still quite difficult to buy a bicycle now! They only see that there are not many cars on such a wide road, which is definitely a waste, so they wrote a report.

Just not sure, when they are stuck in traffic and feeling frustrated, they will look back at the report letter he wrote years ago, and if they will regret it.

"So, in order to avoid such a situation, some indirect means can be taken. Initially, a two-way four-lane main road can be built according to the current demand. At the same time, in the name of urban green belt, the space of the two-way four-lane can be occupied in the middle of the road, and low-cost and easily sustainable green plants can be planted."

"When the two-way four-lane road can no longer meet the demand, we will relocate the plants in the green belt to other areas, and use the reserved land to expand the main road into a two-way eight-lane road. This can help alleviate the inevitable traffic congestion to a certain extent in the future," Lin explained.

Unfortunately, such measures can only alleviate traffic congestion issues, and cannot solve them completely, unless there is a revolutionary change in automotive technology. Otherwise, this problem is truly unsolvable.

The convenient road and easy travel have stimulated people's desire to buy cars. With the increase in vehicles, traffic congestion exceeds the road's capacity. Expanding the roads alleviates congestion, restoring convenience, and then more people are stimulated to desire car purchases. The city's car ownership increases again, surpassing the road's capacity, and congestion continues to occur... such a cycle would only be resolved if anti-gravity levitating cars from "The Fifth Element" appear.

Even if anti-gravity levitating cars were to appear, it may not necessarily completely solve the issue, as there would still be a limit to the load-bearing capacity even if the roads were transformed from a two-dimensional plane to a three-dimensional structure.

"However, building green belts also costs money, and it occupies such a large area of land, which also has a certain impact on the construction of other buildings, right?" The leader was still not convinced for a moment.

Fortunately, most people have a clear understanding of it. However, someone immediately responded, "No matter how you calculate the cost of building green belts, it's still lower than the cost of demolishing buildings on both sides of the road in the future! And even if you want to demolish it by then, even if the special district has the money to demolish it, it's hard to say whether the units on both sides of the road will allow it!"

Having worked in the special economic zone for such a long time, these leaders have gained a deep understanding of the market economy. They clearly comprehend the immense commercial value of the buildings on both sides of the main traffic arteries, and realize the tremendous difficulty in removing them. This is also a key reason why many major cities are unable to expand their main roads in the central areas!

"In order to solve the problem of traffic congestion, in addition to reserving expansion space for main roads, we should also be prepared to build subways in the early planning stage! If all the subways in major cities were to disappear instantly, these cities would definitely collapse immediately, and surface transportation alone would not be able to meet the travel needs of so many citizens."

"Is there only subway in Beijing in China now? Even Shanghai doesn't have it. Is it too early for us to prepare now? Such long-term planning exceeds the acceptance of some people."

"The subway construction plan in Shanghai has long been approved, and the subway company has also been established. Preparations for the construction of Line 1 are already underway, and it is expected to start construction next year!" Lin reminded.

In 1984, the Shanghai Municipal Government submitted the "Shanghai Metro Network Planning Scheme" to the State Council. The network consists of seven lines with a total length of 176 kilometers and 137 stations. In March 1985, the Shanghai Metro Company was established. On January 19, 1990, construction of Line 1 of the Shanghai Metro officially commenced. On May 28, 1993, the southern section of Line 1 was opened.

"The earliest subway plan in Shanghai can be traced back to 1956, it was officially initiated thirty years later. It's certain that it won't take as long for the special zone to start construction. In fact, just three years later, the special zone started the subway design survey work. Construction began in 1999, and a line was opened in 2004. So, starting to consider the planning of subway lines now is not too early at all."

"And the current investment is not much, only requiring initial site survey, feasibility study, and route planning. The cost spent now will be recouped by demolishing a few buildings in the future where the subway line passes through. It's much better to have a plan now than to demolish buildings without any planning, isn't it?"

"When I went to Hong Kong for inspection, I deeply felt the convenience of the subway. I also took the subway specifically to go to Beijing for a meeting. At the same time, from studying the materials, I could see that major cities in Europe and America also have subways. From this perspective, it is certain that our special administrative region will have the need to build subways in the future. So Professor Lin is absolutely right. It's wise for us to spend some money in advance and make some preparations for the future, which will save a lot of money and time." After he explained it seriously, several key leaders expressed their support.

Many controversial details were mostly agreed upon after Professor Lin patiently explained them. When the meeting ended, the leaders made a statement, "Professor Lin's proposal is the most forward-looking, comprehensive in considering issues, and feasible among all the proposals we have received so far; however, there are still a few units whose proposals have not been reviewed, so we cannot give a definite answer today!"

"However, we can reveal a little bit of news. Professor Lin, your proposal has received the highest score among all the proposals so far. Please be patient and wait for a while. We will try to complete the review of the remaining proposals as quickly as possible. Regardless of who the winner will be, Professor Lin, your proposal will be of great help to us, and we will definitely not let your efforts go to waste! At the very least, the money for this proposal will definitely be received."

After the meeting, Lin privately asked Director Zhang about the units that had not submitted their reports, and their actual strength. He wanted to use this information to assess his chances of winning.

"Professor Lin, there are three remaining units, with two of them being domestic institutions and the other one being a company from the UK," Director Zhang also revealed some information to him.

The special administrative region is adjacent to the Fragrant Harbor, and the relationship between the Fragrant Harbor and the United Kingdom is close, so it is normal for British companies to come to bid. The previous consultant responsible for the special administrative region's planning was a British company; this time there may be concerns about whether to change the domestic planning and design unit as a consultant, so the special administrative region also invited two foreign companies to bid, one of which has already reported the end.

Linlou is not worried about the competition. The design concepts of domestic planning and design units are relatively backward, so they are basically not competitors. As for the two foreign companies, one has already lost to him, and the other is not a top-level planning and design agency, so it is not expected to come up with any great plans. Linlou is confident of winning.

After resting for one night in the special zone, the next day Linlou was ready to go back. Upon returning, he and the elderly such as Li Qingxi were relatively calm. Although Academician Wang was a little worried, he was not too concerned after all, as this was not his main business. However, the newcomers like Ji Mingguang, Ouyang Fuwu, Zhao Yukun, and others were a bit overwhelmed. They had already quit their jobs to join Linlou. If this project was not secured, wouldn't they be left without any projects to work on for a short period of time?

"Don't worry! Haven't the leaders all said so? The proposals from the previous institutions are not as good as ours. As for the three institutions behind us, there's no need to worry about the two domestic ones, and as for the foreign one, Lin Gong has already called and inquired. It's not a particularly outstanding institution, and the quality of their work won't be too high. We will definitely emerge victorious in the end!" Li Qingxi reassured them as he noticed their concerns.

He also held a position in the team, mainly responsible for the urban landscape planning and design work, and his words calmed down these newcomers quite a bit.

Not long after, Director Zhang personally called to inform Professor Lin and his team of the final evaluation result. They obtained the consulting contract for the project with an indisputably high score. "Professor Lin, I'll fax the contract sample to you first. Please have your lawyer take a look. If there are no major issues, let's schedule a time to sign the contract."

Seeing the faxed contract, Zhao Yukun and the others finally felt completely at ease, no longer worrying about having no work to do. At the same time, they began to look forward to their bonuses and commissions. Director Zhang also mentioned on the phone that once the contract was signed, the first payment would be wired to them.

After making some adjustments to the details, the contract was finalized. Lin went to the special administrative region to officially sign the contract, and the first payment was also transferred. Upon receiving the money, he immediately distributed commission and bonuses to Academician Wang, Zhao Yukun, and others.

After receiving the money, they all seemed a bit unsettled. The amount of bonus and commission far exceeded their expectations, and they were hesitant to bring the money home.

Fortunately, Yang Mo drove all the cars, and he took the remaining drivers back home. After a few days, he took them to the bank to deposit the money, and only then did this matter come to a complete end.

After signing the contract, and before starting the new job, the director of the Planning and Design Institute responsible for formulating the urban planning scheme for the special administrative region personally called Linlou, "Professor Lin, it's truly an honor to be able to collaborate with you..."

After exchanging pleasantries, he extended an invitation to Professor Lin and his team, "Professor Lin, would you be available to come by next week? We can have a meeting to exchange and discuss our thoughts."

"Oops, I'm really sorry, I have something coming up next week and I can't make it. Can we reschedule?" Lin apologized.

I am a little upset now. You may have the ability, but I am much older than you. I took the initiative to invite you, and you still act like this. Is it meaningful? "Oh? What exactly is going on?"

"The main stadium for the Asian Games has been completed. I have to attend the completion ceremony!"
Chapter 580: Speaking Frankly

"Oh, that's fantastic!" When these words were spoken, the other person's slight dissatisfaction immediately vanished. While urban planning for the special economic zone is important, it is a long-term project. Holding the meeting a week earlier or later has no impact. However, the Asian Games are different. It is something the whole nation is looking forward to!

The main venue is completed, and the senior leaders of the Asian Games Organizing Committee must attend. There will surely be even higher-level leaders present. They have no reason to leave their responsibilities here and come to the special administrative region for a meeting. Even if Lin is willing to come, he dare not agree!

"Congratulations, congratulations. I have studied your sports integration plan many times, and it has given me a lot of inspiration. If my schedule weren't so busy, I would have liked to join in the excitement! You go ahead and be busy, and when you have some free time, give us a call. We will arrange according to your schedule." After a few words of congratulations, the dean hung up the phone.

And Linlou also began to prepare for the completion ceremony. Although he had attended the completion ceremonies of many projects, whether it was the Xiangshan Hotel, Hokou Middle School teaching building, Linzhou University library, Shanghai Youth Committee office building, Xiangjiang Club on the top of the mountain, or the Urdi Sacred Drum Stadium, the new flagship store of Paris Lafayette Fance, or the international airport in the capital of Latvia, the significance in his heart cannot be compared to the Olympic Sports Center complex.

This building may be his best work in terms of artistic and pioneering achievement, it is definitely his most anticipated work. This is because it is the main stadium for the first international comprehensive large-scale sports event held in China, so the significance is naturally different.

"Same as before, anyone who has been responsible for this project must participate, and others who have not been involved can also join for some fun!" Linlou definitely paid these employees enough, and he also paid great attention to their sense of honor. In opportunities like this to gain recognition, no one will be left out."

He even made appointments with a tailor to prepare a new outfit for every employee attending the event. These employees have been with him for a long time and they are not lacking in clothes, including international brand suits. However, it's not appropriate to wear brand names at this event, so it's better to have a new outfit made.

"Why did I choose to study urban and rural planning instead of architectural design? If I were able to participate in this kind of occasion like them, it would be so much more prestigious!" Zhao Yukun and others looked enviously at Cao Kai, Li Qingxi, Lin Mita, who were measuring dimensions. They could also go, but only as spectators around, while Cao Kai, Lin Mita, and others had positions.

"We have the opportunity to stand out in our planning. Seeing a city built according to our own ideas is much more gratifying than seeing a building completed!" Academician Wang seemed quite calm about it.

"That being said, when the city is built, there won't be anyone to hold a ceremony. Let's go on stage and cut the ribbon!" Zhao Yukun still felt a bit envious.

However, he only sighed briefly and then returned to his seat to continue working. Although the contract had been signed, it did not mean the end of the work; in fact, there was even more work waiting for them to do.

When it comes close to the inauguration ceremony, both the Asian Games Committee and the Beijing Municipality have sent people over to provide unified training for them, informing them of what to do after the ceremony begins and what issues to pay attention to.

This may be the highest-specification building project that Linlou has ever participated in within the country. There were many senior leaders present at the completion ceremony of the Xiangshan Hotel before, but that time definitely cannot be compared to this time.

When the Urukdi Saint Drum Sports Stadium and the capital airport of Latvia were completed, the presidents of both countries came, but they were all foreign leaders, not as cordial as their own.

On the day of the ceremony, early in the morning, cars came to pick up Lin and the others. When they arrived at the venue, Deputy Mayor Zhang had been there for a long time. The completion of the Olympic Sports Center signifies the completion of another important stage of the Asian Games preparation, bringing the successful hosting of the Asian Games one step closer. How could he not be excited?

"Xiao Lin is here! Oh, I almost forgot, we should call him Professor Lin now! Look, this gymnasium, this swimming pool, this hotel, this commercial street, they are even more beautiful and better looking than the renderings you gave us before!" He enthusiastically pulled Professor Lin along, pointing to the completed buildings.

"We won't talk about other sports venues in the country. In order to prepare for this Asian Games, we've also visited many sports venues abroad. When we first saw those advanced and beautiful venues, we were extremely envious and even doubted whether we could design and build such good sports venues ourselves. Now there's no need to doubt! The sports venues in front of us are no worse than those in developed countries such as Europe, America, and Japan! They are even more beautiful than theirs!" Another leader was also very excited.

"Oh my, we worked so hard to raise funds for building these venues. There were times when I didn't think I could continue, but then I thought about the people's anticipation for the Asian Games, and I gritted my teeth and persevered. Now, seeing these beautiful and advanced sports venues actually built, I suddenly feel that all the previous hardship and grievances were worth it!" As someone spoke, their eyes started to redden.

Think about the past hardships, grievances, and fatigue, and then look at today's labor achievements. How can one not be amazed and excited? This beautiful venue can definitely satisfy the whole nation!

"Mr. Huo, the hotel has been completed, and the interior decoration has also been finished. It can now be officially handed over to you. I hope that you can make money from this project, otherwise I will feel guilty!" Deputy Mayor Zhang warmly said as he shook hands with Mr. Huo, who was also present at the ceremony today.

Here are the hotels and commercial streets built in BOT mode by the Huo family, as well as the swimming pool donated and named after Mr. Huo. How could he not come?

"Surely we will make money. Professor Lin mentioned it last time that our cooperation this time will definitely be a win-win situation. Especially in Beijing, and the northern area in particular, there is a shortage of high-end hotels. Once the hotel is opened, the business will definitely be good. Moreover, in the future, with the increase in people's income, our country will host more large-scale sports events and cultural performances. With such a prime location for the hotel and commercial street, it would be hard not to make money!" Young Master Huo said with a smile.

Originally, he thought that Mr. Huo agreed to this project mostly to maintain his relationship with the upper class. However, later on, he saw that the business at the Bai Tian'e Hotel was thriving, and the occupancy rates of high-end hotels in Beijing were high. After seeing the rapid development of the mainland economy, he became increasingly optimistic about this project.

"That's great, that's great!" Deputy Mayor Zhang was also afraid of letting old friends like Mr. Huo suffer any losses. Hearing the assurance from Mr. Huo's son, he felt much relieved. Then, he also mentioned another matter with great interest, "By the way, I heard that you and Xiaolin are also cooperating on a commercial center project in Hong Kong? Is the progress of this project going smoothly?"

"Smooth, quite smooth. Mr. Lin's design concept is very forward-thinking and aligns perfectly with the market demand in fragrant river city. It became popular as soon as it was built, and now the monthly profit is quite considerable!" Speaking of this, the young master Huo was even more delighted. This commercial center is now in operation and has rapidly become one of the most popular shopping, leisure, and entertainment destinations for the people of Fragrant River City, bringing them a continuous source of wealth.

"Wow, I remember this project started later than the Olympic Sports Center, right? How did it get built so quickly?" This speed surprised Deputy Mayor Zhang.

"Mr. Huo spent a lot of money on this project and hired several teams of workers to work around the clock, so naturally the progress is faster than ours!" Lin explained with a smile. "For this kind of commercial project, developers are eager to put it into operation as soon as possible, and the construction difficulty is not as high as that of sports venues, so it's quite normal for it to be completed earlier than the Olympic Sports Center."

"After the project was completed, not only did architects from Hong Kong come to visit, but also many architects from the UK and Japan came to learn from Mr. Lin's design. They greatly admired it and said that Mr. Lin's design is leading the trend of a new generation of shopping centers!" Master Huo gave a thumbs-up.

The impact of this project, although not as extensive as that of the capital airport in Latvia, has become a benchmark in the commercial real estate field. Commercial real estate developers from around the world have started to seriously study this project, and many developers have also sent invitations to Linlou, wanting to collaborate with him. Linlou is currently in the process of selecting a suitable project.

"The Mountain Top Club project has received widespread attention and acclaim, not just this project alone. Jackie Chan even filmed a movie at the Mountain Top Club, and it has sparked huge reactions after being released in the United States, Japan, and Southeast Asia. These audiences were amazed by Jackie Chan's thrilling performance and impressed by Mr. Lin's exquisite design!"

I have also seen this movie, and in my memory, Jackie Chan didn't seem to have starred in this film in the original history, but the action design is equally excellent. The fight on the suspended walkway can definitely be ranked among the top ten classic scenes in a Jackie Chan movie. The thought that my accidental design contributed to creating a movie classic made me a little excited at the time.

The young Master Huo didn't just praise Lin Building, he also implied to Deputy Mayor Zhang and other leaders that choosing Lin Building to design the Olympic Sports Center Complex was the right decision. His abilities are truly recognized worldwide.

"Haha, when we first saw Xiaolin's proposal, we liked it immediately. Now, the results are even better than we expected!" Deputy Mayor Zhang and the others felt a lot of pressure when they initially chose Linlou to design this venue. But now, they can finally be at ease.

After chatting for a while, the leaders attending the ceremony came over. Everyone hurried to the door to welcome them. The leaders shook hands and greeted everyone one by one. As the chief architect of this venue, Linlou stood in a prominent position, second only to a few people such as Deputy Mayor Zhang and Master Huo.

The top leader held Lin Lou's hand and praised, "I've heard about the young world-class architect we have in our country. Today, I finally get to meet him in person! The design of this venue is beautiful, combining modernity with traditional Chinese cultural elements. It's really impressive! Oh, by the way, you still often teach at the university, right? If you have a class next time, remember to remind me, I'd like to attend Comrade Xiao Lin's class!"

The last sentence is spoken to his secretary. The secretary quickly jots it down, realizing that it definitely cannot wait until Lin's class to inform him. Instead, they need to coordinate with other leaders in advance and attend the class together, or find a time for Lin to make up for the class.

The leader took his position, and the inauguration ceremony officially began. Reporters from major media outlets also aimed their cameras and video recorders at the stage, capturing every moment.

The senior leader spoke, the leader of the sub-committee spoke, the leader of the construction party spoke... As the representative of the design team, Lin Lou also needed to speak. He introduced the design concept, new technology, traditional cultural elements of the building, which are the most concerned contents for everyone.

The leader had a busy schedule, so they left after the completion ceremony, leaving the others to continue to face the journalists. The reporters from the official media approached Professor Lin and said, "Professor Lin, could you take us inside to visit and introduce the specific details?"

"Of course!" Lin Lou readily agreed. People across the country are definitely very concerned about the situation in this venue, and the state-run TV station has an obligation to produce a program to explain this to the public.

So Linlou carefully toured each venue with the reporters, introducing them to various details, from new functions and technologies to elements of traditional Chinese culture. This allowed them to gain a deep and comprehensive understanding of the venue. In the end, he saved them a lot of trouble by saying, "All this content is in the design instructions for my design proposal. Let's go to my place later and make a few copies, so you can save a lot of time when you go back to prepare for the program!"

"Thank you so much! The TV station journalist was thrilled. With this manual, they would be able to quickly edit today's footage and broadcast the program to the national audience."

After a busy day, Linlou and Yu Bingbing went back to their mother-in-law's house and had dinner with their father-in-law and mother-in-law while watching the hourly news on TV. They all knew that today's news would definitely feature the completion of the Olympic Sports Center, but they didn't know if Linlou would appear, and if so, for how long.

The result is that the court really gave Linlou face today. After the completion ceremony, they even directly broadcasted Linlou introducing the venue to the national audience. Seeing Linlou speaking confidently in the news, the parents-in-law were overjoyed.

In the family housing of the foreign trade department in Nanjiang City, a familiar voice rang out once again, "Lao Lin, Lao Lin, your Lin Building is in the news again!"
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"Wow, this has been such a long time?" Someone checked the time while watching Linlou showing the journalists around the sports venues. Linlou had been on the hourly news for almost a minute. Although the program is mainly to show everyone the appearance of the Olympic Sports Center and to inform everyone about the progress of the preparations for the Asian Games.

Even so, having someone appear on the news for a minute at the top of the hour is enough to surprise everyone. Many people are murmuring in their hearts, wondering if the leader of Nanjiang City, or even the head of Haidong Province, didn't get as much time on the top of the hour news.

The show has ended a long time ago, but in Lin Shengbin's living room, they are still talking about it. Luckily, there have been enough surprises from Lin's building, and after a while, the conversation shifted from Lin's building to these sports venues. "The main stadium has been built, so the preparations for the Asian Games are almost done, right?"

"Yeah, last time I read the newspaper, the venue has been basically completed, and a few of the slower construction projects will also be completed in a short period of time. It will definitely be ready at the beginning of the year! The rest of the work is almost done too! Who would have thought that a few years ago, when everyone saw that hosting the Asian Games would cost so much money, they were so scared and thought it definitely wouldn't be successful. But now, it's all good. The sports venues are so beautiful and advanced, just waiting for athletes from various countries to come over!" Everyone sighed.

"Hey, I donated fifty bucks to the Asian Games! I also contributed to this stadium!" someone proudly said. At the time, it was a bit painful to donate that money, but now I regret not donating more.

"It seems like you are the only one who donated? You should ask everyone, who hasn't donated? You donated fifty, I even donated one hundred!" In the past, for the Asian Games, almost all of these public officials donated money.

Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying exchanged a secret glance, with a hint of pride in their eyes. Our two children have donated an entire sports stadium.

"Lao Lin, Teacher Jiang, the TV said that this sports facility has reached an international advanced level. Is that true or false?" Someone else echoed the news just now, for contemporary Chinese people, it is both exciting and somewhat unbelievable that their country can produce achievements that reach international advanced levels.

Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying haven't even had a chance to respond, and others have chimed in, "If it were in a different venue, I might have some doubts in my mind, but these are designed by Xiao Lou! Foreigners have all said that Xiao Lou is already a world-class architectural master. Can his designs be inferior?"

"Exactly! Have you seen how those foreigners praised the design of the small building as the airport of the capital of Latvia, Riga? They call it the most beautiful airport in Europe. In my opinion, our gymnasium can definitely be considered as the most beautiful in Asia!" These people may not understand architecture, but they have great confidence in Lin Lou.

"That's right, that's right! Even Americans have praised the high level of design of the small building and awarded it a big prize. What could possibly be wrong?" Others echoed in agreement.

From a professional perspective, the architectural complex of the Olympic Sports Center has indeed reached an international advanced level. The third generation of sports arenas has just been born, and it has not matured yet. While architects in other countries are still exploring, Linlou has already come up with a completed design. At the same time, many advanced design concepts and new materials have been used. Regardless of which aspect you look at it, it is an advanced level.

Because of the Riga International Airport project and the Haidong Provincial Museum project, Linlou has attracted significant attention from the international architecture community recently. It is believed that after the completion of these projects, several major international architectural journals will definitely write articles to introduce this work. By then, the international architecture community will once again be amazed by Linlou.

The pioneering of the Olympic Sports Center complex may not be as large as the Riga Capital International Airport and the Heidong Provincial Museum, but it still embodies the architectural design concept that Linlou has always adhered to. At the same time, it has set a model for the design of sports buildings, and architects around the world engaged in sports building design will definitely study this project carefully.

As the guests slowly dispersed, Lin Shengbin wanted to call Lin Lou. At such an exciting moment, he definitely wanted to communicate with his child. However, after dialing several times, Lin Lou's home phone was not answered.

Until after 10 o'clock in the evening, someone finally answered. Lin Lou had just returned from his father-in-law's place and chatted for a while about the sports venues. Lin Lou also invited them to come to Beijing to watch the Asian Games. "Dad, start preparing now. When the Asian Games begin, bring Mom and grandma and grandpa to Beijing to watch the Asian Games!"

The tickets for the Asian Games are in high demand, but even if they are in high demand, it shouldn't be difficult for Lin Lou, a senior consultant of the Asian Games Organizing Committee, to get them, right? Even without this status, considering his contribution to the design of the venues for the Asian Games, and the fact that he donated so much money with Lin Qiao, can't he get whatever tickets he wants?

"When my brother comes back, let's all get together in Beijing!" Linlou was afraid they might hesitate, so he decided to bring Linqiao along as well.

"Alright, I'll calculate the time and see how many days of leave I can request then!" Lin Shengbin readily agreed. He also wanted to go to the Asian Games venue! It's just that his work is busier compared to Jiang Yunying, who's able to coordinate her time more easily. Jiang Yunying only needs to switch classes with other teachers to be able to watch the whole Asian Games in Beijing, but he can't do that. There's still a lot of work at his unit.

After chatting for a while, I hung up the phone, went to take a shower to get ready for rest. After the shower, I saw Yu Bingbing helping him pack up the clothes he wore today. "The style of this clothing is a bit old, but it's still well-made. You can wear it often in the future!"

"No, help me put it away and store it properly. This time it's the completion of the Asian Games main stadium. When our country hosts the Olympic Games next time, I must secure the design of the Olympic main stadium. When the Olympic main stadium is officially completed, I will attend the ceremony wearing this outfit!" Suddenly, Lin Lou had a thought, thinking that if he succeeded, it would be a great story to share wherever he goes in this outfit.

"Olympic Games?" Yu Bingbing fell into deep anticipation. Even though the Asian Games haven't officially started yet, Linlou was already thinking about the Olympic Games. It sounded a bit exaggerated, but she always had confidence in Linlou, so she said seriously, "You will definitely win in that event!"

She started packing up her clothes as she spoke, "I'll wash this outfit properly and ask someone tomorrow how to best preserve clothes. I'll take them out for you when the Olympic venues are completed!"

Linlou calculated and realized that it was almost 1990. If everything remained the same, Beijing would have won the bid to host the 2008 Olympic Games. The planning would have started in 2001, construction in 2003, and completion in early 2008. It's been eighteen years, so it's important to preserve this garment well.

The main stadium of the Asian Games has been completed, and the Asian Games are getting closer. Although various venues have either been completed or are nearing completion, the work of the organizing committee has become much busier than before.

From the perspective of the architect, the installation of various competition equipment and broadcasting equipment requires the assistance of the architect. From the perspective of the senior consultant of the Asian Organizing Committee, there is also a lot of work to be done.

He was so busy that he did not even have time to attend some project completion ceremonies, such as the residential buildings for the Linzhou education system. However, when the Chuangfu New Village project was completed, he did attend because Tianjin is very close to Beijing, and it is a pilot project of the Ministry of Construction. Given his involvement in the construction industry, he couldn't afford not to give face to the big shots.

The leaders of the Ministry of Construction are also very satisfied with the Chuanfu New Village project. The project has achieved good economic, social, and environmental benefits, providing valuable experience for future large-scale residential construction and playing a leading role. At the same time, it has also cultivated a group of talents in residential design and construction.

So the department decided to expand the pilot scope and carry out pilot residential community construction projects nationwide. Then they started to provide benefits to Lin's building. "Xiao Lin, if you are interested, you can take on two more pilot projects! I will try to arrange ones closer to Beijing for you, which will also facilitate your work."

Lin Lou has done a great job in the Chuanguanfu New Village project, so the department naturally wants to reward him. Lin Lou readily agreed, even though this business may not make as much money as foreign projects, there are many benefits. It can continue to promote good relations with the department, and also establish several model examples for domestic residential construction.

The good news doesn't stop there. After discussing the second batch of residential pilot projects, the leaders of the department revealed another piece of news: "Before this, although there has always been the title of architect in our industry, in reality, there is no official professional title for architects in our country's official professional series!"

Lin Lou nodded slightly, which is indeed a rather awkward situation at present. The architectural community has made a lot of efforts in this regard. For example, the magazine "Architect" that Lin Lou had previously collaborated with, expresses the voice for the restoration of this professional title in both the title and content.

The leader continued, "With the frequent foreign exchanges and the openness of the design market, the issue of establishing the professional title of architect has been raised. This is not just a matter of a professional title, because architects are responsible for issues related to the safety of people's lives and property. They have the responsibility to implement policies, laws, and regulations in their work. We cannot allow just anyone to directly draw and design, as this would undermine the safety of people's lives and property."

"For this issue, we have considered two solutions. One is to re-evaluate the architectural degree programs in higher education institutions nationwide, strengthen the standard of architectural education in the country, and cultivate more qualified architects."

Linlou is very clear about this matter. After the establishment of the evaluation team, Tsinghua University, Tianjin University, Tongji University, and Southeast University were the first four universities to pass the assessment. Subsequently, South China University of Technology, Harbin Institute of Technology, Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology, and Chongqing University also passed the evaluation.

This is the origin of the well-known "Old Eight Schools" in the architecture industry. Because Tsinghua University, Tianjin University, Tongji University, and Southeast University were the first to be established, their status is higher than the other four schools in the Old Eight Schools. If someone is interested in the architectural industry, they should definitely consider these Old Eight Schools, and it would be even better if they could enter the top four.

"The second method is to establish a national Architect Management Committee, which is responsible for handling various matters related to the registration system for architects, such as organizing exams, issuing certificates for registered architects, and so on."

I'm familiar with this method too. Back when I was preparing for the architectural exam, I spent a long time studying. "This way, our architectural training system can continuously provide talent, while the registered architect system can ensure the standardization of professional talent!"

"By the way, when the system is determined, do I also need to take an exam?" Linlou asked curiously. He remembered that at the establishment of the architect registration system, not everyone necessarily had to take an exam.

For example, members like Wu, Zhang, and Qi have already achieved great success. Asking them to take exams again is just a joke, isn't it? Who would make the exam papers for them? And who would grade their papers?

"Hahaha, Xiaolin, you are already an internationally renowned master architect. It would be too rigid for our work if you still had to take an exam to obtain the registered architect qualification!" Sure enough, the leader also laughed, "Regarding this, we have also considered it early. For a few individuals who have made significant contributions in the field of architecture, demonstrate outstanding professional quality and are recognized by the industry as experts, we will grant them the first-level registered architect qualification certificate without requiring an exam."

Is this reasonable? Otherwise, I don't mind taking the exam. But if you let Commissioner Wu and top domestic masters like Qi Kang enter the exam room, not to mention the candidates in the same exam room, even the invigilators might feel uncomfortable. Maybe these invigilators are their disciples or something!

"Some architects are able to obtain special permission to be registered as top-level architects. I can't say for sure at the moment, but you definitely qualify! Otherwise, if foreign architects come to exchange ideas in the future and find out that even Lin, the senior engineer, hasn't obtained an architect's qualification, they'll think how impressive Chinese architects must be! That would be embarrassing for us!" the leader said with a smile.

In the past, one had to review diligently in order to obtain this qualification, but now, without taking an exam, the department directly grants special approval. The first batch of specially approved registered architects will obtain the qualification earlier than those who pass the examination. In this case, I should be the youngest registered architect in this batch, right?

Lin Lou could not believe that someone even younger than himself could get the special approval.
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With the efforts of many staff, the construction of the Asian Games Village has been completed, and the venues for the Asian Games are also ready. The actors for the opening ceremony are busy preparing at the Workers' Stadium, and volunteers from various colleges and universities are undergoing intense training. Not to mention the athletes, everyone is fully prepared for the upcoming grand event.

Linlou is still using his experience to make up for the shortcomings in the preparatory work. While communicating with the volunteers sent by Tsinghua University, Linlou discovered another problem. Due to the lack of experience in managing volunteers, the subcommittee actually did not prepare food and water for them, making it difficult for these hardworking volunteers to even fill their stomachs.

People originally planned to do something passionate for the Asian Games, never thought about receiving any reward, but not even providing meals is really inappropriate. Moreover, there are not many small restaurants around their workplace, even if they want to spend money to buy, it's not easy, can only bring their own dry food to work, this won't do.

Lin Building donated another sum of money to the sub-committee, specifying that the funds should be used for volunteers and collaborating with cafeterias from various schools to provide boxed meals for volunteers in different locations. This solved the volunteers' meal problems and allowed them to contribute to the Asian Games energetically.

The days passed by and it quickly came to late September. The Asian Games are about to begin. Lin Qiao and Dan Yanmei have returned from the United States. Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying also took time off to bring their grandparents over. Lin Lou also arranged his work in advance so that he can leisurely take them for a visit.

The first thing to visit is the Olympic Sports Center complex, which was designed by him personally. Getting out of the car, the first thing that catches the eye is the huge statue of the panda Pan Pan, the mascot of this Asian Games. In Lin Lou's mind, it is the cutest and most beautiful mascot he has ever seen in any sports event.

Sorry, the panda is just too cute. It's a pity that this idea came a bit early. If they had used the panda as the mascot for the Beijing Olympics, it would have been much better than those Fuwa. Once you've seen the image of Pan Pan, you won't forget it. As for what the Fuwa look like, can you remember without searching for it?

Choosing the national treasure giant panda as the mascot of the Asian Games was a huge success at the time. Its cute and lovable image not only won over the Chinese people, but also gained favor among all Asians. The wave of "Panda Diplomacy" representing China even spread globally, and many countries went crazy for pandas in the future. It's hard to deny the credit that belongs to the panda.

After the official announcement of Panda "Pan Pan" as the mascot of this Asian Games, the name "Pan Pan" quickly spread throughout the country. Even before the Asian Games began, a girl was born to the Pang family in Shijiazhuang, Hebei. Her parents named her "Pang Pan Pan" after the mascot. Little did they know that she would grow up to become a famous member of the Chinese women's gymnastics team, winning numerous gold medals for China in world competitions.

After the Asian Games, a company in Liaoning Province registered the trademark with the name "盼盼" and established the 盼盼 Group, using the widely-known mascot to advertise their own company. In just 4 years, this company developed into the largest steel door and window production enterprise in Asia. The slogan "盼盼到家，安居乐业" is still well-known to this day.

"Come, let's take a group photo under Panpan's statue!" Linlou called out. When we're here, we naturally have to take some photos, otherwise it would be too disappointing.

Lin Lou instructed everyone to stand in their positions. The goal was to capture a panoramic view of the panda Pan Pan, while also ensuring that everyone was in the frame. After making the necessary adjustments, Lin Lou handed the camera to the assistant and stood next to Yu Bingbing. As everyone shouted "cheese," the assistant pressed the shutter button, and a classic photo was captured.

Then Lin Lou brought them to visit the venues one by one, and introduced them, "This is the swimming pool, donated by Mr. Huo from Fragrant River. It will host competitions such as swimming, diving, synchronized swimming, and water polo for the Asian Games."

"This is the stadium, where football matches and other competitions will be held; and this is the main indoor arena, which will host basketball, volleyball, and other indoor competitions. I have already prepared tickets for the men's basketball and women's volleyball matches. Let's all watch the Chinese team win the championship live together! As for football, forget it, no need to stress yourself out."

“Volleyball is great, the women's volleyball team will definitely win the championship!" In the 1980s, the Chinese women's volleyball team inspired countless people. They are an indelible memory in the hearts of two generations represented by players like Lang Shenbin and Lang Qiao. Even though the players have changed now, watching the women's volleyball team's matches in person still excites them very much.

Currently, each venue is making the final preparations for the Asian Games, so they are not open to the public. People can only take a look from the outside. Of course, with Lin's identity, he can still take his family inside by informing the staff, but he doesn't want to do that. Besides, it will be possible to enter once the competition starts in a few days.

"Xiaolou, I saw on TV that the chief designer also visited here. What did he say at that time?" After watching for a while, Lin Shengbin couldn't resist his curiosity and whispered in Linlou's ear.

"When the elderly gentleman arrived, I was on the side helping to explain. The elderly gentleman was very happy. He stood on the overhead bridge, smiling as he looked around at the Asian Games buildings in front of him. He looked multiple times, and at the end of the inspection, he said to us, 'It looks like the moon in China is also round, and even rounder than in other countries,' Lin Lou said with a smile."

Nowadays, everything foreign is considered better, to the point where some people even say that the foreign moon is rounder than China's. This sports venue shows them that we Chinese are also capable of designing and building beautiful sports facilities, and that they can be even more beautiful than those in foreign countries!

Upon hearing praise for his child's work from the elderly gentleman, Lin Shengbin was extremely excited. Then he noticed some foreign tourists who had arrived in China earlier pointing and chatting in the venue. He continued to ask, "What did those foreign friends say? Can you help translate it?"

"They are all praising Xiaolou, saying that he is truly a top-notch architect in the world. The sports venues he designed are so beautiful!" Before Linlou could respond, Jiang Yunying explained for him. After all, he is a professor of English, how could he not understand such a simple thing? Hearing foreigners praise his own child, he was overjoyed.

"Good, good, good, Xiaolou, this time you have done us Chinese proud!" Lin Shengbin was excited, his face flushed with emotion, as if he was about to burst into laughter three times to express his excitement.

The original Olympic Sports Center complex consisted mostly of sports venues, with inadequate commercial facilities. Foreign tourists would visit and then leave. However, now it's different. Linlou has designed a commercial street for this place. After visiting the venues, tourists can also go to the commercial street to purchase Asian Games souvenirs and taste authentic Chinese cuisine.

After visiting the sports venues, the Lin family followed the crowd to the commercial street. They immediately spotted a long line at the entrance of a shop selling Asian Games souvenirs. Almost all the foreign tourists coming out of the shop were holding several different sizes of Pandapangpang plush toys. It was truly the perfect item to bring back home as a gift for their children.

"Oh my, there are so many people here? My colleague asked me to help bring back a few of these as well. How long do we have to wait in line?" Seeing such a long line, Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying were both a little embarrassed.

"It's alright, I'll just take you directly to the warehouse to get it. I'm very familiar with them!" Lin calmly said. In fact, it was his idea to register the trademark of Panda Panpan, develop the Asian Games series of products, and set up exclusive stores in various Asian Games venues for sales.

At this time, the sub-committee had not yet developed many commercial ideas. They did not know how to make use of such good resources, and in the end, they let the opportunity slip away and were taken advantage of by Pandadoor; Linlou didn't pay attention at first, until it was confirmed that the panda Panpan became the mascot of the Asian Games, then he remembered.

Fortunately, it was still early at that time, and there was still time to act. So he immediately had Lin Qiao find some information about developing and selling products related to the Los Angeles Olympics, used the information to persuade the Asian Organizing Committee, and then Lin Lou called on the young artists who often gathered in the courtyard to develop a series of products. After these products were produced by factories, they were brought here for sale.

At the entrance of the warehouse, the young leader in charge of guarding the warehouse quickly greeted Linlou as soon as he saw him, saying, "Oh, Professor Lin, why are you here today? Are you here to inspect the work again?"

In theory, everyone can refer to Lin Lou as Lin Gong in accordance with the architectural industry's conventions, or they can refer to him as Lin Guwen according to the duties of the sub-committee. However, most people still prefer to call him Professor Lin, because to the ordinary person, a professor has both cultural and social status, which sounds much better than other titles.

When these shops were being renovated, Lin would often bring people over to inspect the work. They had already known each other well, and Lin also knew the layout of these shops, so he was able to find the warehouse.

The space on the top floor was originally intended for a sports training institution, but they won't move in until after the Asian Games. So the space was temporarily lent to these businesses as a warehouse, so they won't have to go through the hassle of transporting goods when the Asian Games begin and the road becomes congested. Finding a temporary warehouse nearby can save time.

"No, no. I brought my family over for a visit and wanted to buy some of your mascots. There were too many people waiting in line, so I came over here. By the way, how's business been these days?" Linlou asked.

"Wow, that's amazing! It's just a tiny doll, priced at tens to hundreds of dollars, and people don't hesitate at all, just pay and buy it! Just yesterday, the store sold tens of thousands of dollars, and our manager was ecstatic! He kept saying that Professor Lin's idea is great, otherwise, we'd still be begging with our rice bowls!" The warehouse manager also found it incredible, how could such a small thing make so much money?

The cost of producing these mascots in the factory is only a few dollars, but when they are sold in the stores, the price is multiplied several times and then converted to US dollars. Despite this, they are still in high demand. Foreigners are really wealthy, aren't they?

"The number of people coming now is not considered a lot. When the Asian Games officially begin, the sales volume could increase several times. You guys better be prepared by then. I guess you'll be so busy that you won't even have time to eat! At that time, ask your manager to prepare more manpower!"This is the power of event economy."

Those who can come to watch the Asian Games are all wealthy people. For them, spending thousands of dollars on plane tickets and staying in hotels that cost hundreds of dollars is nothing. Would they care about spending a few tens of dollars on buying souvenirs to take back? Even if you say the mascot doesn't look good, for a cute mascot like the panda "Pan Pan," if you still don't buy it, how will you explain to the kids at home?

"Great! Our manager said that after the Asian Games, he will personally come to invite you for a meal to thank you for coming up with this great idea!" Then the warehouse manager took out some mascots and refused to accept Mr. Lin's money, but in the end, he insisted on giving them to him.

After coming out, Lin Shengbin was a bit perplexed, "Xiaolou, why is this thing so expensive? How can ordinary people afford it?"

"Dad, don't worry. The high prices are only for the Asian Games venues, friendship stores, star hotels, and foreign-related shops. Our people buy things at department stores, where it's much cheaper! Didn't you see that I just used the prices in RMB earlier? We won't overcharge our own people."

Linlou still wanted to take them to the nearby Donglaishun for some lamb hotpot, or to the Quanjude Ao Ti Zhongxin branch for roast duck. But, as they arrived, they saw a large group of foreigners queuing up, these restaurants and eateries are really booming and making a killing in US dollars.

"Alright, let's go eat somewhere else. Who knows how long we'll have to wait here!" Lin Lou gave up directly. He could cut in line, but selling souvenirs is different from a restaurant. We wouldn't want to delay them from making their dollars, would we?

So I decided to take them to the flagship store. Although there were still many foreigners here, it was much better than the store at the Olympic Center. Finally, we had a good meal.

After the visit, Linlou entrusted his parents to Bingbing for care, and he began to get busy again. As the Asian Games approached, the more things there were for him to deal with as an advisor.

After persisting through the last few days, the highly anticipated 11th Asian Games finally opened in the Workers Stadium in Beijing on the afternoon of September 22, 1990.

Yubing Bing and Lin Shengbin entered the stadium ahead of time to take their seats, while Lin Lou and other staff from the organizing committee nervously waited for the time to come.

Xu Haifeng, who won China's first Olympic gold medal, held the Asian Games torch high. With the protection of former volleyball player Zhang Rongfang and diving champion Gao Min, he ran into the Beijing Workers Stadium and lit the Asian Games sacred flame after circling the stadium once, marking the beginning of the Asian Games.
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The Asian Games lasted for 16 days from September 22nd to October 7th. At this edition of the Asian Games, athletes from various Asian countries broke world records 7 times, broke Asian records 89 times, and set new Asian Games records 189 times.

The Chinese delegation sent 636 athletes to compete in all 27 events and two demonstration events, winning 183 gold medals, accounting for 3/5 of the total gold medal count. The total medal count reached 341, surpassing Japan and South Korea, firmly establishing themselves as the dominant force in Asia. This success wiped away the shadow of the previous Olympics, where they only won five gold medals, and reignited the morale of the entire nation.

After the Asian Games, Lin Qiao and Dan Yanmei returned to the United States, while Lin Shengbin and Jiang Yunying also happily returned with their grandparents and a bunch of souvenirs. As for Lin Lou, he couldn't rest yet, as he still needed to attend various meetings to review and summarize the Asian Games, in preparation for future bids to host the Olympic Games.

He finally got a break at the end of the month. After returning to the quadrangle courtyard, he announced directly, "I've been too busy lately. I need to take a vacation and rest for a few days. Let's talk about anything when I come back!"

Now that the other people in the office don't have to rely on him anymore, and after these years of development, Lin's office has been on the right track. Even if he goes on vacation, the office can still carry on with its work as usual. Whether it's the work of a planning consultant for the special area or the design of various new projects, the work will continue to be completed with high quality.

Of course, the key point still needs Lin Lou to oversee. However, at the moment, the progress of all the work has not reached the point where he needs to oversee, so everyone didn't mention it.

"Lin Gong has been working hard recently. He was busy before the Asian Games, busy during the event, and still busy after the Asian Games! He really needs to take a good rest! You can rest assured and go out to play, we will take care of the work!" Li Qingxi and others assured.

"You've all worked pretty hard before, so let's go out together this time!" In addition to the buildings at the Olympic Sports Center, we also secured the design work for two Asian Games venues on this side of the Lin Building. These staff members are equally busy before and after the Asian Games, so Lin is planning to take them on vacation together.

"Put aside all the work at hand! Get ready to take half a month off, and let's go on a fun trip together!" Lin has already arranged the vacation spot.

"Lin, where are we going this time? Europe? Japan or the United States?" asked Li Qingxi curiously.

"Hey, I'm tired of Europe, Japan, and the United States, and I've been to Africa too. How about we go to South America?" Xu Jiaping was making a fuss over there. If people from other units heard this, they would envy it. They find it difficult to even go to Southeast Asia, but here you are, tired of going to Europe, the United States, and Japan!"

"We're not going to Europe, the United States, or Japan this time. Instead, we are going to the Pacific island nation of Moana! So, we don't need to bring anything for our relatives and friends. Just bring some clothes for changing and let's have fun! Beaches, sunshine, swimming, diving... Have you ever tried these activities before?" Linlou had been to the seaside before, but only briefly and superficially. Now, he can finally experience the island holiday life properly.

When it comes to relaxation, there's really no place better than a beautiful and pleasant climate island, and now with underdeveloped mobile networks, there's no need to worry about work interruptions.

"Moana? What country is that? Does such a country exist on earth?" Everyone looked puzzled, thinking there's nothing interesting in such a remote place.

"The island nation in the South Pacific is composed of over a hundred small islands. Prior to the 19th century, it was a Spanish colony, and in the 19th century, it became a colony of countries such as Britain, Japan, and the United States, until it gained independence in the 1960s. The country possesses abundant tourism resources, but they have not been fully developed yet!" Xu Jiaping suddenly found the name very familiar and immediately recalled a plethora of information.

Now, Li Qingxi and others also understood, "Oh, I remember. It seems that this country came to discuss airport design business with Lin Gong before, right? Are we going to discuss business this time?"

"Mainly for vacation, also to see the local environment, listen to the other party's ideas, if suitable, taking over the project is not impossible!" Lin Lou knew that in the next few decades, island tourism would be very popular. Ma Dou sees going to the Maldives as his dream. Before the epidemic, the islands in the Pacific and Indian Oceans were full of the shadow of Chinese internet celebrities.

He has long wanted to venture into the field of resort hotel design. This time, he just happened to take a look on the way, but of course, the main purpose is to rest and relax. Talking business is just something to do in his spare time. Anyway, nowadays, even those famous architects, if they want to build island resort hotels, their main focus is on islands in countries like Spain, Australia, and Japan. In the short term, not many architects will pay attention to the islands of backward countries in the Pacific Ocean.

It took several days for Lin Lou to prepare. He then set out with Yu Bingbing, Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, Cao Kai, and others. Currently, there are no direct flights from China to Moana, not even to Hong Kong. The only option is to transfer in Japan. Wealthy Japanese people have grown tired of islands such as Hawaii, Okinawa, and Saipan, and have begun to show interest in the even more beautiful scenery of Moana.

As a result, they invested in building a rudimentary airport on the main island of Moana. There are two flights back and forth every week. After some trouble, they arrived at the main island of Moana. Before the plane landed, they were attracted by the beautiful scenery below through the porthole.

In the clear and transparent sea, there is a string of islands like green gemstones, with lush trees and immaculate white beaches that people find intoxicating.

"No wonder Mr. Lin wanted to come to such a place. I haven't even gone down yet, just looking at these beautiful views from above, I feel a lot more relaxed." Li Qingxi sincerely exclaimed.

After the plane landed, local government staff were waiting below. When they saw Mr. Lin coming down, they warmly greeted him, "Respected Mr. Lin, I am Mao Yi, Minister of Tourism and Construction of Moana. We warmly welcome you to Moana. Since receiving Mr. Pavarde's call, we have made all the preparations for your arrival!"

Due to its history as a former British colony, the official language in Moana is still English, so Li Qingxi and others immediately understood what he was saying.

Wow, this is actually a minister, Mr. Lǐ? Shouldn't we be more formal? Lǐ Qìnghēi and others looked at themselves wearing Hawaiian shirts, shorts, and slippers, feeling a little inappropriate.

"Mr. Mao, I am also honored to be able to come to Moana Resort and enjoy the beautiful natural scenery here!" Linlou politely shook his hand, but he was not as nervous as Li Qingxi and others. A minister is different from a department head. The minister of this small country with only two or three hundred thousand people cannot be compared to the minister of Latvia.

"We, Moana, have the clearest waters in the Pacific, the most beautiful islands, and the most delicious seafood. Unfortunately, we lack excellent architects to design hotels, resorts, and airports that match these beautiful scenery. Your arrival gives us hope! We are eager to cooperate with you and showcase the beauty of Moana to the world!" Moi couldn't help but express, it's really difficult for them to find excellent architects."

Now that I've finally met someone, of course, I can't just let it go easily. I can't wait for Lin Lou to agree right away. If I miss Lin Lou, it will be so difficult to find an architect of similar level.

"I also hope to leave my work in such a beautiful country, but this time I came not for work, but for vacation! The previous Asian Games were too busy, and I felt completely exhausted. I temporarily do not want to consider work issues!" Lin Lou smiled politely, politely rejecting Mao Yi.

Mao Yi's political accomplishment is relatively average. Upon hearing this, a look of undisguised disappointment immediately appeared on his face. However, fortunately, he is considered a well-traveled person, and quickly regained his smile. "It's okay, I believe the beautiful scenery of Moana will quickly help you recover. After you've recovered, we can discuss these things again."

"We have prepared the vehicle and hotel for you. Let's go to the hotel for some rest first, and then enjoy the special seafood cuisine at Moana!" He also knew that things could not be rushed. The fact that Lin Lou could come to them, instead of going to Polynesia, Tonga, or other island countries, was the first step to success.

Since the publication of the article "The Most Beautiful Airports in Europe" in National Geographic magazine, several Pacific island nations seeking to develop their economy through tourism resources have made contact with Ronglou and Alfons. When he went to Paris, he met with representatives from Polynesia and Tonga.

If they manage to cooperate with Linlou first and then attract National Geographic to come and take a few sets of photos, Moana will be falling behind in the competition!

So Moai came up with many ways to attract Linlou, such as giving Moana's special handicrafts and mailing photos of Moana's beautiful scenery... Now it seems that these methods have worked, as Linlou has indeed come to Moana. Therefore, we should treat him well during this time, leave a deep impression on him, and strive to persuade him to sign the contract.

A group of people arrived at a hotel by the seaside in a large bus. The hotel is located amidst coconut trees, with the beach just a stone's throw away. The structure is relatively simple, built with local wood and extensive glass, forming individual rooms. The soundproofing of these rooms is definitely poor, but fortunately, the hotel rooms are all separate buildings, with a certain distance between each other, so there's no need to worry about others overhearing anything.

Take a rest for a while, and after relieving the fatigue of the journey, it's time to have a big meal. Moana is in the tropical marine climate zone, so coconuts, fresh sea fish, and various wild vegetables and fruits have become the core of the local cuisine.

Coconut is a crucial ingredient in Moana's cuisine, with diverse uses. Coconut water and coconut milk are used to cook soups and stew meats, while coconut oil can replace any other plant or animal fat for high-temperature cooking methods such as frying and sautéing, adding a gentle coconut fragrance to the dishes.

Taro leaves, water spinach, and moringa leaves are the main sources of green vegetables. Taro and breadfruit are important staples in the local diet, and when steamed, breadfruit tastes similar to potatoes and is often cooked with meat.

Since it is an oceanic island, there is no shortage of various seafood delicacies. Maoyi directed the hotel's head chef to grill the freshly caught fish and shrimp directly on the beach fire, or steamed with sea salt, pepper, onion, and lemongrass on banana leaves, and can also be stewed with coconut milk and tomatoes, or made into a fish ceviche with lemon, coconut milk, and chili.

The delicious seafood allowed the group at Linlou to eat heartily. Although the cooking methods were quite different from those in China, the high-quality ingredients made up for this difference, and everyone enjoyed their meal.

Mao Yi raised his glass to everyone while introducing the traditional cooking methods of Moana, attentively inquiring about everyone's preferences, and then instructing the chef to adjust the cooking methods accordingly.

Just the thought of her being the Minister of Tourism and Infrastructure, everyone is a bit amazed. If this were in our country, they wouldn't have had such an opportunity!

Xu Jiaping leaned in close to Lin Lou's ear and whispered, "Lin, do you think Mr. Bei also received the same treatment when he first came to the country?"

"Hehe, although we weren't as enthusiastic back then, Mr. Pei received hospitality that was no less exceptional than this! When Mr. Pei first arrived, even the vice president specially took the time to meet with him."

A small population in the country means fewer things to do, so in the next few days, whenever there's free time, Maoyi runs over to entertain them. Besides gourmet food, she also takes them diving, brings them out to sea on the island's best yacht for a spin, fishing, and then has the chef process the freshly caught fish into local specialty cuisine right on the yacht.

This move made Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping and others a little embarrassed. "Lin, no matter what, he is a minister. He invited us so enthusiastically, why don't we just agree? I think these islands are really beautiful, and we can definitely build beautiful buildings here!"

Even Yu Bingbing came to persuade, "I also think this place is quite good, just a bit inconvenient and the hotels are a bit lacking. If we could tidy up, wait for the airport and new hotels to be built, let's bring our parents here for a vacation. It's sure to be great!"

Lin Lou just smiled and said nothing, continuing to bask in the sun at Moana, going swimming at the beach, learning to dive, going fishing with the locals, and even trying his hand at crabbing, mimicking the coastal hosts he had seen on short video platforms. Unfortunately, it seemed that his skills were lacking, as he never had as much success as those hosts.

He didn't find Mao Yi until he was ready to leave and talk things over properly.
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"So, what kind of design do you want from me? Just an airport? Or do you want integrated planning and design that includes airports, resorts, hotels, restaurants, and other leisure and entertainment facilities?" Linlou asked.

Upon hearing Lin Lou finally relent, Mao Yi was very happy and immediately replied, "If you are willing to do a comprehensive planning and design for our Moana, then it would be better than ever!"

Just a single airport has attracted so many tourists to Latvia. If they add resorts, hotels, restaurants, and other projects, it will definitely become a paradise for island vacation enthusiasts all over the world, right? By then, Moana won't have to worry about insufficient economic income anymore.

"In historical perspective, the development of island tourism is closely related to the development of coastal tourism. With the increase of social wealth and the rise of the middle class, there is a trend of mass and family vacation tourism. The economic development of Europe has made the Canary Islands a popular vacation destination, the dominance of the American economy has led to the development of Hawaii and the Caribbean Islands, and Japan's post-war economic takeoff has brought a steady stream of tourists to places like Okinawa. Excluding the Peach Blossom Island of Huang Yaoshi, these places should be among the earliest developed island tourist resorts in the world."

Linlou did not reply to Mao Yi immediately. Instead, he began talking about the development history of island tourism. Mao Yi was not disappointed. On the contrary, he was even more pleased because it meant that Linlou had started to seriously consider taking over this project. Otherwise, he definitely would not have put in so much effort into the research.

"After the end of World War II, the technological revolution has promoted economic development. In the past few decades, the wealth created by human beings has surpassed the accumulation of all previous thousands of years, creating a large number of middle-class people who have the ability and the willingness to go on island vacations to eliminate work fatigue, increase family bonding, experience a new way of life, and appreciate the beautiful scenery that cannot be seen in big cities!"

Mao Yi nodded without interrupting Lin Lou's words. These were also reasons for their plan to develop island tourism resources. He also wanted to know what new things Lin Lou could come up with.

"From the perspective of global island tourism development, there are mainly several island tourist regions. Firstly, the Mediterranean and its surrounding areas are close to economically developed regions such as Western Europe and Southern Europe. The residents of these areas have a strong interest in islands such as Malta, the Italian islands of Elba and Capri, the Greek island of Santorini, the Canary Islands of Spain, and Corsica in France. Moreover, it is relatively convenient to travel to these islands, and even a weekend trip allows for a visit to enjoy the island, so these islands are never lacking in tourists!"

"Next is the Caribbean region, which is right next to the world's largest economy, the United States. American billionaires and the middle class are passionate about the Bahamas, Cancun, Bermuda, and other places!"

"The third location is Oceania, such as the Hawaiian Islands, the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, etc. Tourists from developed countries such as the United States, Australia, Japan, etc., have brought wealth to this area!"

"In recent years, with the rapid economic development of Japan, South Korea, and various Southeast Asian countries, the islands in Southeast Asia have also seen an influx of tourists. For example, Phuket in Thailand, Bali in Indonesia, Langkawi and Penang in Malaysia, and Boracay in the Philippines. Furthermore, with the booming economy of China, these islands are expected to attract even more tourists in the future."

"So, Mr. Ma, what advantages do the Pacific Islands have compared to these popular island tourist destinations? After all, in comparison to the Caribbean Islands, Okinawa, and islands in the Mediterranean, your distance from the mainland, especially from economically developed countries, will be the biggest obstacle for your tourism development."

"So we want to build a bigger airport, so that the main island can accommodate more tourists! After the airport is completed, it will only take four and a half hours to fly directly from Tokyo, three and a half hours to fly directly from Seoul, and only seven hours to transfer from Hong Kong to Seoul. This will be enough to attract tourists from these places!" Moana has been arguing about this issue for a long time.

"It's much more convenient than them going to Hawaii and other islands, so distance is not a problem; initially, tourists from these countries can meet the travel needs of the main island and a few surrounding small islands. Then we can take this opportunity to accumulate wealth and gradually develop more distant islands. Once it's on a larger scale, we can attract tourists from even further places like Europe and the United States!"

"As for islands like Okinawa and Saipan, many Japanese, South Koreans, and Hong Kong tourists have visited, and it's inevitable to feel less new and the experience may worsen with too many people. Our islands are much more beautiful than these islands, and they also have Moana-themed food, culture, and leisure activities, which can definitely attract tourists!"

After finishing, Mo Yi patted Lin Lou on the back. "If you agree, with your title as a world-renowned architectural master, you could help us attract enough guests!" He had already planned that once Lin Lou agreed, he would start contacting famous magazines like National Geographic to have their journalists come and shoot interviews, to proactively publicize Moana's reputation.

Lin Lou nodded without making any comments, and instead brought up another topic, "Generally speaking, island tourism includes two types of resources: humanistic and natural. Natural resources have the following characteristics: pleasant climate, neither too cold nor too hot is suitable for developing tourism industry, and Moana's climate is just right, which conforms to this characteristic. Being isolated from the mainland allows tourists to experience getting away from the secular world. There are also 4S tourism resources such as sand, sun, sea, and seafood, which you also have."

"The air is fresh; you have not developed industries, and are far from the mainland, so the air pollution on land is unlikely to affect you. The air remains fresh, the sky appears particularly blue, and the stars are especially bright at night, especially in the evening. Taking a walk on the beach can give people a refreshing feeling, and all weariness dissipates as a result."

"The plants on the island are also an important factor that attracts tourists. The vegetation on the islands of Moana is lush, and besides the most common coconut trees on the islands, there are also many beautiful rare plants, which can also attract tourists!"

Various marine erosion landforms, massive steep cliff landscapes, and cataract lake landscapes, you have them all. In addition, there are medium-sized islands that neither give people a sense of narrowness nor allow tourists to see the entire island's outline, which can help people form a complete spatial perception and thus generate subtle psychological experiences.

"The humanistic tourism resources include three aspects: historical and cultural tourism resources, such as the ancient architectural complexes in Okinawa, the giant stone statues on Easter Island, etc. Moana also has unique architectural and sculpture culture distinct from other countries; rich folk tourism resources, such as folk songs in Okinawa, and hula dance in Hawaii!" When Lin Lou traveled to Okinawa, he heard Michiru Yoshikawa's folk song performance, which was really great, especially the song "Shiny Tears" and the original version of "Flower Heart" by Emil Chau."

"We also have unique customs, as well as beautiful dances and songs. Additionally, we have ancient sacrificial ceremonies that can amaze visitors!" Before Lin could speak, Mo Yi took the initiative to say this.

"Yes, it left a deep impression on me and my friends! As for the third point, saying this may cause some aversion, but it is indeed a valuable tourist resource, which is the old buildings left from the colonial period. These buildings originating from the home country will evoke nostalgia in the people of the colonial country, thus giving rise to the desire to come and visit."

Mao Yi smiled bitterly and shook his head. They do indeed harbor some resentment towards the colonizers, but resolving the survival issues of their own people is more important.

"So, whether it is natural resources or cultural resources, Moana has the conditions to become a tourist destination. Although it is a bit far away, generally, tourists are prepared to spend a longer time for island travel, so spending several hours or even more than ten hours on the journey is not an unbearable thing."

"As long as you develop the right strategy and create a completely different travel style from the Mediterranean, Caribbean, Oceania, and Southeast Asia, I am sure it will attract many tourists!" In the future, Moana has indeed become a world-renowned island tourist destination, rivaling places like the Maldives and Bali.

"However, the development and design of island tourist resorts is not a simple task. It involves many things. There have been quite a few cases of projects failing due to a lack of correct development strategies and planning despite having sufficient resources!" Linlou reminded.

Mao Yi nodded again. Over the years, he has been collecting island development cases from various countries around the world and has witnessed many failed cases. For example, during a certain era of major voyages, there were often frequent pirate activities on an island. At the beginning, the country promoted the island as a pirate's treasure trove, attracting tourists to come and search for the pirates' treasures.

Initially, it did deceive a large number of tourists, but due to the failure to unearth the treasure, combined with the incomplete facilities on the island, the tourism industry on this island quickly declined. In contrast, there is another island with a pirate treasure theme. Although it also uses pirate treasure as a gimmick, it does not rely all hopes on the treasure. Additionally, it has built a pirate-themed amusement park, allowing tourists to experience the feeling of pirates during the Age of Discovery, and has been continuously visited by tourists.

"All island tourism development should be based on comprehensive planning. It is important to have a complete overall plan, on one hand, to handle the relationship between island development and environmental protection, tourism industry, aquaculture, and port construction. It is necessary to determine the main functions of each island based on its natural and cultural landscapes, while preserving and highlighting its individual characteristics, and also to conform to the overall coordination principle to form a regional tourism integration. On the other hand, it is important to leverage the advantages of each island, complement their unique features, coordinate the development of surrounding islands, and avoid haphazard development."

"More specifically, islands generally have five different spatial parts, including hinterland, cliffs, rock reefs, beaches, and coastal protection facilities. Different tourism projects are suitable for development in these different spatial parts, and we should plan for facilities such as beach resorts, water sports, beach activities, leisure and recuperation, and sightseeing based on specific circumstances."

After a long talk, Mao Yi became even more eager. From these words, it is clear that Linlou has a very profound understanding of island tourism, and can definitely be regarded as an expert in this field. He asked instinctively, "So how should we plan our trip to Moana?"

"Adhering to the principle of ecological priority and pursuing sustainable development, effectively protecting and developing island ecology will be promoted to facilitate the coordinated development of the island's economy and society by utilizing good coastal management, a healthy ecosystem, a safe tourism environment, high-quality beach environments, and reasonable policies for the protection of flora and fauna."

"Adhere to the environmentally friendly mode of low-density development, low capacity utilization, and high greening rate, and try not to change the original natural ecology such as forests, rivers, and mountains. All areas suitable for tree planting, flower planting, and grass planting should be fully utilized, with a minimum greening rate of at least 70%. Establish a sound set of detailed and perfect overall planning and control planning for the scenic area, with strict regulations on the setback distance for the frontline sea view, the maintenance of beaches, the sharing of costs, the height and color of buildings, etc."

"Implement the development principle of 'one island, one village', allowing only one investment and development company to lease and use a sea island and its surrounding waters. Only one hotel or resort shall be built on a sea island, highlighting a specific architectural style and cultural connotation. Each sea island shall be equipped with a range of complete leisure, entertainment, and later-stage service facilities."

"The requirements for planning and environmental protection can be summarized as three lows and one high: low capacity utilization - the maximum building area on the island shall not exceed 20% of the total area of the island; low-density development - the spacing between buildings on the island shall not be less than 2 meters, and must be at least 5 meters away from the vegetation line; when constructing resorts, all housing should face the beach, and the beachfront line should be at least 5 meters away from the resort housing."

"Low-rise buildings: The height of the resort shall not exceed two stories, which is within the range of the average height of the vegetation on the island; High green coverage rate: Trees shall not be felled, and if necessary, an application must be submitted first, and then two palm trees or coconut trees shall be replanted elsewhere on the island..."

Lin Lou talked a lot about the overall direction, thoroughly impressing Mao Yi. Before Lin Lou could get into the details, Mao Yi couldn’t wait to ask, "So, what do we need to do to invite you to plan and design for us?"

"This is very simple!" Linlou laughed. If he didn't have any interest, how could he possibly be on vacation here? And how could he talk to him so much? He said lightly, "As long as you pay the planning and design fees, we can help you create the best design!"
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"What about the specific amount?" Just now, listening to Lin Lou's explanation was exhilarating, but as soon as it came to money, Mao Yi instantly became clear-headed. For such a large project, the total cost of planning and design is definitely not a small amount! He has inquired before, and he knew that Lin Lou and Alphans had received millions of dollars in design fees for the capital airport project in Latvia.

If you plan to follow Linlou's plan to create a well-designed travel plan for Moana, the cost will only be higher than the capital airport project in Latvia. Even if you only plan to develop the main island and its surrounding islands, the total cost of such a large project will definitely be higher than the capital airport project in Latvia, and the design fees will be the same, not to mention the planning fees!

"Specific numbers will depend on which islands your side plans to develop and what specific requirements there will be. If we truly intend to cooperate, I will first need to put together a budget, but this will take some time!" Linlou said. "Of course, the figure will undoubtedly be calculated in tens of millions of US dollars!"

Although Maoyi had mentally prepared herself, she found it difficult to accept the amount she heard from Lin Lou's mouth. It was because Latvia had the money to hire Lin Lou to design the airport, while Mo'ana had only recently broken free from colonial rule and was unable to develop industries due to factors such as geographical limitations. The fishing industry could barely meet the domestic demand, and the amount sold to foreign countries was limited.

So their days are quite tight, and they are now planning to vigorously develop the tourism industry. They have also managed to secure some loans and investments from foreign banks and financial institutions, and these investments are still somewhat stretched for infrastructure construction. How can they come up with tens of millions of dollars to pay for the design fees for Lin Building?

However, it seems unrealistic to change personnel for planning and design. There is a lack of talent like Linlou in Moana's own country, so it might be better to collaborate with foreign talent. Although their level is not as good as Linlou, the cost of their work will definitely be lower, but the effect will also be worse, and they cannot achieve the same good publicity effect as Linlou.

They've put in so much effort, just to develop Moana's tourism industry, right? If they settle for second-rate planning and design, the chances of success will be small. Although it may look like they can save a lot on design fees, in the long run, it's definitely a losing deal and not cost-effective at all.

If we were to find a more skilled master for the design work than Linlou, not to mention whether they are equally familiar with island tourism planning and various architectural designs as Linlou, even if they are, their quotation certainly would not be lower than Linlou's. Moreover, it's hard to say if they have the time and interest to take on this business.

"Alright, Mr. Lin, please give us a rough estimate of the overall price range. Then I'll go and talk to the other responsible persons, including Mowana. After thinking for a while, Maoyi could only decide to wait and see. See if other government officials could accept this price. If not, then... she would resign from this position. Whoever wants to do it can do it!"

If possible, reconsider and see if you can apply for another loan from the bank, or try to secure an investment from foreign financial groups to pay for the planning and design fees for the Lin Building.

"No problem, after returning, I will discuss with the financial personnel of our firm to make the calculation and strive to provide a standard as soon as possible! Currently, the planning and design plan has not been finalized, so we can only make a rough estimate and give a general range. Once they accept it and sign the contract officially, we will then provide a detailed plan and calculate the precise figures according to the detailed plan."

"So, I'll wait for your good news," Mao Yi stood up, shook hands with Lin Lou, bid farewell, and then early the next morning, he sent Lin Lou and the others to the airport and saw them off.

After returning to Beijing, Lin handed over this business to others and hurried to catch up on the work he had previously delayed, such as giving lectures to students at Tsinghua University, checking the latest progress of the Heidong Provincial Museum project in Nanjiang City, and visiting the China-Japan Youth Friendship Exchange Center.

The project started early, but due to some problems in the later stage, the promised funds were delayed, so even though the Asian Games have ended now, the project is still not completed. Fortunately, the problems have been resolved and the funds have been successfully received, so the workers can start working again.

According to the situation reported by the on-site construction personnel, this building will be completed next year. Lin is wondering whether, like in the original history, during the completion ceremony, the organizers will only reserve a seat for Kisho Kurokawa on the podium and the media will only mention Kisho Kurokawa's name in their reports, making people subconsciously think that this project is entirely the design achievement of Kisho Kurokawa alone.

Regarding this, Lin Lou has already prepared himself mentally. If such a thing really happens, he doesn't mind making a big deal out of it. It would be a great opportunity to clear the name of Chinese architects! Let them also leave their names on their works just like writers, painters, and film directors do.

But seriously, considering his current position in the international and domestic architectural community, as long as the organizers haven't completely lost their minds, they probably wouldn't dare to do so, right?

The work has resumed its pace, and the staff at the firm have also roughly calculated the overall planning and design costs for the Moana travel project. After reviewing it, Lin asked them to send this range of numbers to Mao Yi.

Now Moana is counting on the tourism industry to turn things around, so after Linlou left, Moai tried to persuade other government officials to accept his proposal, which was to have internationally renowned architect like Linlou take charge of the overall planning and design of the country's tourism industry.

However, a new problem has emerged. The amount of money they managed to obtain is still insufficient for the overall investment in the tourism project. In addition, banks and investors have also restricted the usage, only permitting it to be used for the construction of airport, hotels, resorts, and other tourism facilities, and not for paying the planning and design fees for the forest building.

Seeking new financial support is not easy. Banks won't lend the money, but some investment companies got excited when they heard that Lin is coming to work on the design for Moana. They see it as greatly beneficial for the project and a way to quickly recoup their investment and make a profit.

However, when it comes to money, they fall back into their old habits. If they want to increase investment, that's fine, no problem at all. But then let's discuss the profit distribution and other conditions again. This has put Mo Yi in a difficult position. In order to attract investment, they have already made significant concessions. If they continue to make concessions, who is this project ultimately for? Is it for Moana, or for you vultures?

Mao Yi and Moana, along with other government officials, were not supposed to accept the conditions set by these corporates. However, the things Lin Lou said were too tempting, so Mao Yi had to come to China personally to discuss with Lin Lou.

"Mr. Lin, we really hope to work with you, and we don't have much doubt about your quotation. However, as you know, Moana's current financial situation is not very abundant, and we can't come up with so much money for the time being," Moa said hesitantly.

"It's okay, anyway I am not charging a one-time fee. According to industry practice, these fees will be paid in installments based on the progress of my work. The first payment you make is actually not that high!" Lin Lou said lightly.

"Even so, we can't come up with it!" Mo Yi sighed inwardly, "Ah, Mona is really too poor, just relying on coconuts and seafood, how much money can be earned in a year?"

"Um, so what do you mean?" Linlou asked. Since they were willing to come and discuss, it meant that there was already a solution? They might as well listen first.

"Can you consider postponing the payment of the fees? You can first provide us with planning and design proposals. Once these projects are completed and Moana's tourism industry starts to develop, we will have a stable source of income. At that time, we can repay your design fees. We are willing to pay interest according to certain standards, as well as compensate for the impact of inflation and currency exchange rate fluctuations on you." Mo Yi put forward his proposal, but, sigh, we simply can't afford it right now!"

"Mr. Mao Yi, this approach does not comply with industry standards! It does not guarantee the interests of me and my colleagues!" Lin Lou firmly rejected, "First of all, if we proceed with this plan, it's like I'm giving my labor results to you first. You complete the construction work with the plan, but then don't want to pay me the design fee. What am I supposed to do?"

If we have to go to court, we have to go to Moana. Then wouldn't it become a situation where someone below us is suing me? It's possible to use some methods to avoid this kind of risk, but it's also quite troublesome. And if nothing happens, then it's fine. But once something happens, it will consume a significant amount of our time and energy. Instead of dealing with this, it's better to work on more projects!

Mao Yi repeatedly assured, but Lin Lou still refused to accept. "Mr. Mao Yi, I trust you personally and the government of Moana, but as a legitimate construction firm, our regulations do not allow us to take such risks."

"And, the problems I will face in the future are not just those mentioned above! What if all the projects are completed, but Moana's tourism income is affected due to some special circumstances? Such as the impact of wars in other countries on the tourist routes to Moana, or a global economic crisis leading to a downturn in the global tourism market, or the impact of certain major geological disasters, and so on! These uncontrollable factors should not be borne by me."

Linlou came up with reason after reason, leaving Mao Yi powerless to resist. After all, which architect would agree to design before receiving payment?

However, as he listened, he suddenly realized a problem. If Linlou didn't intend to cooperate with them, why did he say so much? Why not just directly refuse? Could there still be room for reconciliation in this matter? Did he have another plan to solve this problem?

After Mr. Lin finished speaking, he quickly asked, "So, Mr. Lin, do you have a suitable solution to solve this problem, so that we can continue to cooperate?"

"I do have some ideas." After exchanging some pleasantries, Linlou presented his proposal, "Through my previous communications with Moana, I am aware of your familiarity with the international island tourism industry. You must have heard of many island tourist destinations in North America, the Caribbean, and Europe, where many islands are available for sale!"

Mao Yi immediately understood that Linlou intended for them to use islands to pay for planning and design fees! Moana, apart from anything else, had a lot of islands—there are hundreds of islands of all sizes throughout the country, many of which are uninhabited and could indeed be sold. However, he was momentarily at a loss, and fell silent.

Linlou doesn't rush either, patiently waiting. In fact, the sale of islands is not uncommon. Many Hollywood stars and American sports giants like to buy islands. Mel Gibson once spent $15 million to buy a small island and turned it into his vacation resort.

Cristiano Ronaldo spent four million dollars to buy a small island in Greece, which he gave to his agent Mendes as a wedding gift. Later, he bought another one for himself and during the pandemic, he took his entourage to his private island for self-isolation.

Singer Angela Zhang has bought a small island in the United States and spent one year renovating it into a luxurious resort. This news has also become a hot topic on Weibo.

When American billionaire Jeffrey Epstein was imprisoned, the media exposed his financial asset list, including a small island he owned in the US Virgin Islands called "Little St. James Island." This 75-acre island was purchased in 1998 for only $8 million, but its valuation had skyrocketed to $63 million by the time of the 2019 court trial.

In addition, Celine Dion, Johnny Depp, Leonardo DiCaprio, Nicolas Cage, Paul Allen, and others all have their own private islands.

There are private islands that are cheap, costing only hundreds of thousands of RMB, and expensive ones that cost tens of millions of dollars. Choosing a suitable-sized island to use as payment for the planning and design fees for the Lin Building might not be impossible if you think about it carefully.

But Mao Yi is having some trouble accepting it. Moana has only recently rid the island of colonial rule, so can the domestic population accept selling the islands now?

Cao Kai, who was participating in the reception, was also a little astonished when he heard this. What is Lin thinking? Why did he go to such a far place to buy an island? What is he planning to do?

Lin Lou has already made up his mind. After acquiring the island, he plans to carefully design and create a beautiful private resort, providing himself with a luxurious and comfortable vacation destination. This is much more satisfying than having a private villa and brings much more ease and comfort.

Thank you for the reward from Fantasia Lingchen. I was called out by relatives early this morning, so I am a bit late. I apologize.
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"Mr. Lin, I'm sorry, I do know there are many private islands for sale in the Caribbean and other regions, but all of Moana's islands are owned by the country, and as you know, considering our history, selling islands is absolutely not acceptable for us!" After thinking for a while, Moai still rejected Mr. Lin's proposal.

This was not beyond Mr. Lin's expectations, so he continued, "Mr. Mao Yi, we all know that there are many ways to sell islands. Why don't we choose one that is acceptable to both parties? What if I choose a long-term lease instead?"

The North American region is the birthplace of private islands and also the area with the most buyers. Without a doubt, the United States is the most active country in the island market. From the sparsely populated fishing huts in Alaska to the sunny beaches in Florida with numerous tourists, the geographical location, climate, and types of islands in the United States are diverse, offering a wide range of choices.

Canada is close to Vancouver, Toronto, Halifax and other beautiful islands. The price of islands in these areas ranges from 250,000 to several million US dollars. The ownership of islands in the North American region is clear, making it convenient for purchases, and the laws are sound, which greatly promotes the development of the local island market.

In the Central American region, the regulations are not as stringent. Many places offer island prices far lower than those in the Caribbean countries. However, when it comes to actual purchases, one must be very careful and thoroughly examine whether the contract grants absolute ownership or just leasing rights, as the two are quite different.

Fee simple ownership refers to the complete ownership of land and any buildings on the island by the buyer. This form is more common in North America, Europe, and the Caribbean. However, fee simple ownership does not mean there are no restrictions. Island owners must comply with local laws, and the development of the island must not violate local regulations. For example, in some areas, there are certain restrictions on island development to protect the local ecological environment, so you cannot simply build vacation villas.

The leasehold ownership is widespread in Asia and the South Pacific region. It mainly refers to the "island owner" being able to purchase the ownership of an island for a certain period of time from individuals, governments, or companies, usually for 30-99 years.

This is a relatively secure temporary ownership right, and some may also extend the lease period. Generally speaking, due to the relative cost-effectiveness of this approach, many investors prefer this form.

"So, are you interested in that island? How long are you planning to rent it? And what kind of price are you thinking of offering?" Moai asked tentatively. Regardless of whether the Moana government would ultimately approve it, it wouldn't hurt to hear Linlou's opinion first.

Before Lin could speak, he quickly added, "However, there are some things that must be clarified in advance. Even if the government approves your plan in the end, you must abide by the laws of Moana and the overall tourism development plan of Moana. You cannot destroy Moana's tourist resources, after all, the island will have to be returned in the future. Also, you cannot choose an island where people live, nor can you choose an island that is planned for the first phase of development."

An island where people reside certainly cannot be sold, as it involves too many issues. Generations of families have lived on this island. If you were to tell them that we have now sold the island and they need to move elsewhere, they would definitely not agree!

It is normal that the first batch of developed islands cannot be purchased. The islands planned for development by Moana must be located near the main island and have superior natural conditions. These high-quality assets are definitely meant to be kept in their own hands for the long term.

"Of course. The island I have in mind is Xiaona Island, which is a distance away from the main island and is not within the range of developed islands!" Lin Lou took out the map and photos he bought during his previous trip to Moana and showed Xiaona Island to Mao Yi.

Mao Yi saw the map and photos, and immediately remembered the information about this island. It takes about an hour by boat to reach the main island from this island, which has a total area of about 500,000 square meters. The island is crescent-shaped, with a clear blue lake in the middle of the crescent, surrounded by pristine white beaches.

The island has very steep mountains, so it was uninhabited before. However, after a survey, it was found that there is a water source on the island, which can be used by tourists. Therefore, it is also on Moana's development list, but it will be a little later in time.

The answer has left Mao Yi feeling conflicted. On one hand, the island has significant development value, so giving it away now seems like a waste. On the other hand, if he doesn't agree, they may not be able to come up with enough funds to pay for the design fee for the forest pavilion.

After thinking for a while, Mao Yi finally relented, "I will take your proposal back, but I can't be certain whether it will be accepted by others or if they are willing to rent the island to you! So, how long do you plan to rent it for? And how much rent are you planning to pay? I need to bring this information back as well!"

Okay, if you don't agree, I don't know when we'll find a suitable architect, and even if Moana starts developing tourism resources, it won't be Sina Island's turn in the short term. Instead of leaving the island there, it's better to take it out first to obtain the valuable resources needed for Moana's development.

"Let's decide based on the current market conditions," Linlou said. Private islands in the North American region, similar to Xina Island, can be sold for hundreds of thousands or even millions of dollars, but those are all direct sales of absolute ownership. If you choose to lease, the price will definitely be much lower, and Moana's current market certainly cannot be compared with North America!"

The Caribbean is a similar situation, as it is close to the United States and convenient for wealthy Americans to visit the islands, driving up prices.

For the same reasons, islands in Europe are also very expensive, especially in the warm waters of the Mediterranean and some islands in Greece are favored by the rich. The prices of islands in these areas generally range from $2 million to several tens of millions of dollars. Some small islands in the lakes of southern Europe even have complete ancient castles and other unique and historically significant buildings. These islands generally cost over $4 million, but the maintenance costs of these castles alone are unbearable for ordinary people.

Some beautiful islands in Finland, Sweden, Norway, and other places are much cheaper, possibly less than 1 million US dollars, because the Nordic region is too cold. Compared to the Mediterranean, the time for vacation on these islands is too short each year, so the prices naturally do not go up.

"Moana has yet to begin tourism development, and there is a lack of understanding among tourists about the island. As it stands, the level of attention Moana Island receives may be even lower than that of islands in Central America. Therefore, let's determine the price based on the rental prices of islands in Central America! Based on this standard, the price to lease Xina Island for 99 years is approximately around one and a half million US dollars!" Lin Lou provided his quote based on the current market conditions.

"No, no, no," Mao Yi quickly shook his head. "Even if we rent out an island, we won't have enough for the design fee. We'll just end up worrying about raising the fee again in the future. We can't do this."

He argued, "The political environment in Central America is not very good, the benefits of leasing the islands are not guaranteed, and the climate here is far from that of Moana, so the price is so low! The climate and natural scenery of Moana are top-notch worldwide, the price is definitely higher!"

"We should evaluate based on the standards of North America or the Mediterranean region. If you want to lease for ninety-nine years, you should at least offer six million US dollars! With this six million US dollars, although it is still not enough for the design fee of Lin Building, the shortfall is no longer unacceptable, and they will figure out a way to come up with it."

If there is an unforeseen circumstance in the future and we still can't come up with it, then we'll just rent out another island to him. After all, the first one has already been rented out, so it doesn't matter to add one more. Moana has hundreds of islands anyway! If it's just over a million dollars, that's too little. If we use islands to repay, then the quantity would be too many.

"Moana's natural conditions are indeed better than those in Central America, but North America also has the Mediterranean islands, which Moana cannot compete with in terms of convenience of transportation! Even if you build a larger airport and increase direct flights, it still takes me six or seven hours to come from Hong Kong! This is simply too long!" Linlou shook his head repeatedly.

Hmm, it might be a good idea to consider purchasing a private plane. Let Lin Qiao in the United States arrange for one. When the infrastructure and vacation villas on Xina Island are completed, he should be back to the country. By that time, we can park the private plane in Hong Kong. When we have time, we can all go to the island together for a rest. This feeling would definitely be great.

"Moreover, although Moana has not yet sold or leased any islands, other Pacific island nations have already begun to experiment with this commercial model, and their quotes cannot compare to those in North America and Europe! In the future, the subtropical charm of the Pacific Islands will attract a large number of tourists every year, and many movie stars will make this their first choice for vacation and adventure. As a result, the prices of islands in this region have soared, making it one of the most expensive areas for island prices."

However, at present, the tourism resources here are just beginning to be developed, and the prices are indeed not high. After some negotiation, both sides basically reached an agreement. Mo Yi reached out and shook hands with Linlou, saying, "Well, I'll take this plan back first and discuss it to see if we can get it approved!"

"I'm waiting for your good news!" Judging from his manner, this cooperation is basically secured. Lin will take over Moana's overall travel planning and architectural design business. They have acquired an island from them, as well as a substantial design fee to collect. This deal is simply too delightful.

Moreover, there are still many islands in the Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Atlantic Ocean available for tourism development. If he handles this project well, he will definitely attract more business, just like when there were many people seeking Lin Lou's help to design airports after the completion of the international airport in the capital of Latvia.

Isn't Maoyi the one who found it like this? It was originally just a small business, but it turned into a super big deal after being tricked by Linlou.

Moana is very eager to alleviate poverty through the development of tourism resources. Therefore, despite the unexpected nature of this plan, she still obtained approval with Mo Yi's persuasion.

Then Linlou went to Moana again and signed the contract with them. Once both parties have signed, the business and the island called Xina belong to him.

This time he came with a team. After signing the contract, they started working by conducting a detailed investigation and survey of Moana, and then they provided a suitable development strategy based on the specific situation.

Ling has visited many islands in his lifetime, whether for sightseeing and learning, or for vacation. He is very familiar with the popular vacation modes for the next thirty years, and even knows what Moana will be like in the future.

Once the information collection is completed, it will be possible to use it to develop a better planning and design proposal than the original history of Moana, and set a new benchmark for global island tourism, resort hotels, and other projects.

Leave a group of people to work at Moana, while Lin Lou returned to Beijing first. Upon returning, he encouraged them, saying, "Our law firm has bought an island in Moana. In the future, this island will become our designated vacation spot. Work hard, and as long as you perform well, you will be able to take your family there for a vacation!"

At present, it's a bit intimidating to privately purchase an island in China, so Linlou took the approach of using the name of the law firm; upon hearing this, everyone got excited. The photos that Li Qingxi and the others brought back previously made them very envious, and now hearing that they can also go themselves, and it's the law firm's own island, has got them all excited.

But in the midst of the excitement, there was a bit of regret, "Ah, this place is beautiful, but it's a bit too far. If we could find a place in Hainan to build a resort, that would be much more convenient!"

"Hainan's real estate market is hot right now, but everyone is focused on the residential market and not paying much attention to tourism and vacation properties. If our company considers this, maybe we could also acquire land." Li Qingxi seriously contemplated.

"Let's revisit this in a couple of years!" Lin Lou knew that it wasn't a good opportunity to get involved now. It would be great to wait for prices to drop and then acquire a beach at Yalong Bay. As for Wuzhizhou Island, who knows if there will be a chance? Even partnering with the locals for development could be an option!

Everyone is working hard for the island tour and searching for future plans in their minds, preparing for reference, as time goes by day by day.

Yujichuan and Jichuan didn't take Linlou out of the quadrangle until they came from Shanghai. The two brothers, with their wives, and Linlou and his wife, went to have a meal at Master Li's place.

During the meal, Yu Jichuan suddenly brought up a matter, "Xiaolou, I heard that your urban planning proposal for the special administrative region was impressive, even known in Shanghai. Lately, the city is truly planning to seek cooperation partners globally and devise a development plan for Pudong. I wonder if you are interested?"
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"I'll give you an introduction first. Comrade Xixian said during his inspection of Pudong this year, 'I hope the people of Shanghai will have more liberated thinking, bigger boldness, and faster pace. He also pointed out that the development of Pudong is a crucial matter for the development of Shanghai, and that we must grasp the development of Pudong firmly without wavering. Therefore, Shanghai has also made great efforts and spent a lot of money to invite planning experts from multiple countries to participate in the formulation of the development plan for Pudong," Yu Jichuan explained.

Lin Lou nodded silently. He was well aware of the concept of Pudong. This area could be said to be the most expensive land in the country in the future, with several world-famous buildings, such as the Oriental Pearl Tower, which has already been designed and started to be built. Standing at a total height of 468 meters, it is the tallest building in Asia and the third tallest in the world.

In the future, there will be the world's tallest flat-top building, the Shanghai World Financial Center, standing at 492 meters; the 402.5-meter-tall Jin Mao Tower; and the Shanghai Tower, the tallest building in China and the second tallest in the world, with a total height of 632 meters. Within such a small area, having so many super-tall buildings, it is probably only in Dubai that can be compared in the world.

The development of Pudong signifies a new peak in the construction industry nationwide, and is also a fresh education in urban planning for the entire country. Although the planning of special economic zones is also of great educational significance, the status of these zones cannot currently be compared to that of Shanghai. Once the planning scheme for Pudong is implemented, it will undoubtedly become the focus of national attention.

Last year, the Shanghai authorities announced the development of Pudong, positioning it as the vanguard of national reform and opening-up. This move immediately initiated the establishment of four national key development zones, namely Lujiazui Financial and Trade Zone, Jinqiao Import and Export Zone, Waigaoqiao Bonded Zone, and Zhangjiang High-Tech Industrial Park. In addition, several other supporting development zones such as Sunqiao Modern Agriculture Development Zone, Huaxia Cultural Tourism Zone, Wangqiao Industrial Zone, and Liuli Modern Living Park were also introduced. The debut of these developments attracted attention from around the world.

"In order to develop a multi-functional, outward-looking, internationalized, and modern new urban area, Shanghai has also put in a great deal of effort, insisting on a high starting point and high standards to shape the urban form, humanistic landscape, and municipal infrastructure that meet the future modern city functions and environmental requirements," Yu Jichuan continued to introduce.

"Among them, just the planning of the Lujiazui Financial and Trade Zone invited five teams, including the UK's Rogers, France's Bero, Japan's Ito, Italy's Fokussa, and the United Design Group of Shanghai, to design the planning proposals! I have also seen the planning proposal from the Shanghai United Design Group, which, how should I put it, is relatively more conservative." Yu Jichuan pondered and said.

He is actually very dissatisfied with the plan of the Shanghai United Design Group, but after all, they are family, so he didn't say much. "Although there are four other well-known international firms, they would definitely be able to come up with higher-quality plans, and in the end, they will definitely give Lujiazui a very good planning. But if our work is too far behind, it seems a bit inappropriate."

"Then I thought of you. The plan you made for the special administrative region was very beautiful and modern. I believe if you were to make the urban planning for Pudong, you could also produce excellent work!" Although I am well aware of the disparities between domestic and foreign circumstances, I still feel somewhat unwilling. If we truly have no one else, then there's nothing we can do. But aren't there still some other people?

My nephew-in-law is really talented. If he takes action, he can definitely defeat the internationally renowned major law firms such as Rogers in the UK, Bero in France, Ito in Japan, and Folcas in Italy. Even if he doesn't win by a large margin, as long as there are some highlights that can be added to the final submission, it will be satisfying for Yu Jichuan.

"As long as I can get this opportunity, I am definitely willing!" Lin Lou answered decisively, this is Pudong, this is Lujiazui! If I could develop here according to my own planning, it would be such a proud achievement!

"There definitely are opportunities, it's just that they are not as certain as the special zone! The five institutions have already started working, and progress varies, but even the slowest ones have already made a lot of progress! You're already falling behind by joining in now! It might not be easy to come up with a high-level plan before the deadline arrives, right?" Yu Jichuan also had concerns.

After Lin asked about the deadline, he didn't hesitate to answer, "There's plenty of time. I'll go back, arrange the work at hand, and then take people to Pudong!"

"In principle, this time we are conducting a global bidding and planning design competition. Apart from these five firms, other units are also eligible to apply. However, there will definitely be a screening process. Your firm already has experience with special zone projects as a case study, so there should be no problem! I'll let you know what you need to prepare, and you can bring it over when the time comes. I'll have someone help you with the registration process," said Yu Jichuan.

His development in recent years has been good. He has left the Youth League Committee and entered the city government to take on more important responsibilities. He also has a say in this job! Otherwise, he wouldn't know so much.

"Xiaolou, especially in Lujiazui, Pudong, is currently the focus of national attention. It's okay if you don't participate, but once you do, you must make sure to do the job well," Father-in-law solemnly reminded.

They all had high expectations for Lin Lou, except for his mother-in-law who was quite dissatisfied. "Lin Lou has so much work on his hands. It was not easy for him to take a break after the Asian Games. You guys are just afraid that he will be idle. Now you have given him such a heavy burden, as if there is no one else in our country!"

As a mother-in-law, she naturally hopes that Linlou can spend more time accompanying her daughter. They only have this one precious daughter and she doesn't want her to feel neglected.

"Mom, I just came back from traveling abroad!" No one could persuade the mother-in-law, but Yu Bingbing went over and held her hand, using a bit of coquetry to resolve the situation.

The next day, the secretary of Jichuan brought the relevant materials, and Lin Lou immediately convened the staff to start studying. "Ms. Wang, Yukun, Mingguang, and Fuwu, we have a big team again! This time it's a real challenge! Last time we went to the special economic zone, it was because the special economic zone had already had the idea of replacing foreign consulting companies with domestic ones, but now it's different."

"The whole world is paying attention to the planning of Pudong. With so many internationally renowned planning firms coming all at once, it can be said that it represents the highest level of the international planning field. If we can win this competition, I don't need to say what it represents, right?" Lin looked around at everyone.

"That means we will become a world-class planning and design company!" Zhao Yukun blurted out. Lin Lou had already established himself as a master in the field of architectural design through projects such as the Riga International Airport in Latvia and the Museum of Hai Dong Province. If they could win this time as well, he would be a world-class master in both planning and architectural design.

"Even without this project, as long as we follow Mr. Lin's ideas to plan Moana's island tourism project well, when Moana's tourism industry becomes popular worldwide, we will also become a world-class planning and design institute. But since we can expedite the process, why wait for so long?" Ji Mingguang said.

The development plan for Pudong and Moana's travel plan are quite different. Firstly, Shanghai's international influence far outweighs that of Moana. Secondly, in Moana, the local government directly arranged the cooperation with Linlou, whereas this time it will be open for bidding by several world-renowned planning firms.

As long as we win, Linlou's plan will be spread globally, causing a huge response in a short period of time, just like the shock caused in the architectural world by the construction of the International Airport project in the capital of Latvia and the museum project in Haidong Province. It will create a sensation in the field of urban planning, sparking discussions among peers around the world and quickly establishing a reputation.

When they ran out of their original unit, it turned out to be the right decision! Every one of them was very excited. If they had stayed in the original unit, the benefits and treatment were self-explanatory. When would they be eligible to participate in such a significant project? After the training in the special zone project, they felt that their level had improved a lot. If they were to consecutively complete the planning of the Moana Island Tourism Project and the Pudong Lujiazui Financial and Trade Zone, their level would be even higher.

I'm not daring enough to say that I'm world-class yet, but becoming a top player in the country is definitely a sure thing! Maybe in the future, I'll be able to take on projects independently! It would be best to snatch the business from my current unit, take on a big project from them, and then go back. By then, seeing the old colleagues, their expressions will definitely be quite interesting, right?

Academician Wang never admits that he actually prefers doing theoretical research now. He is quite attracted by the urban planning in Pudong, despite his disinterest in Moana's island tourism project.

"Then I will start assigning tasks now! We need to strive for the Lujiazui planning project, but we can't neglect the work of the Moana project either! While we continue to communicate with our colleagues staying at Moana, we will start planning when they return. While the investigation work there is not yet complete, we will go to Shanghai first and conduct market research! Everyone hurry up and pack up, we will leave early tomorrow morning!" With two major tasks at hand, it looks like everyone will be busy for a while.

Everyone immediately started preparing, and the next day they flew to Shanghai with Lin. After arriving in Shanghai, a car picked them up from the airport and took them to rest in an old Western-style house on the Bund. They didn't need to stay in a hotel anymore because Lin had many old Western-style houses for them to stay in.

Standing behind the window of the old western-style building, you can see Pudong on the opposite side. It used to be very convenient to get there, so Mr. Lin did not choose places like Malibu Villa or Lilac Garden.

Take a short rest, and then start eating. During the meal, Zheng Weiming also came over. He has now returned from studying abroad and went to a design institute in Shanghai, and has already started working on projects! The future looks bright, and it seems that there are no problems exceeding the achievements in the original history, which made Linlou very happy, but also a little regretful.

It would be great if he could work here by himself. When we mention it in the future, it would be such a prestigious thing for our office to have so many academicians. However, now we already have Academician Wang and Cao Kai, plus quite a few of our own.

After hearing about the purpose of Lin's visit, Zheng Weiming took the initiative to help coordinate some personnel to assist with their investigation. In the afternoon, they went to Pudong to inspect the scene.

The development of Pudong is driven by multiple factors. Firstly, although Shanghai is the most developed city in China with its economic output accounting for 1/6 of the national total, it experienced the challenges of being an overpopulated megacity earlier than Beijing and Guangzhou, by over 20 years. According to a scholar from the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, statistical analysis revealed that the population density in the urban area is the highest in the country, with an average of 41,000 people per square kilometer. The per capita green space area is only 0.47 square meters, equivalent to the size of a newspaper. 91.8% of households have less than 4 square meters of living space per person, accounting for 60% of the total households in the city. Due to severe pollution, Shanghai has the highest cancer incidence rate in the country...

The problem of excessive population density has been clearly exposed, with overflowing feces, piles of garbage, crowded traffic, and a housing shortage. Many issues have become urgent and must be resolved.

To solve these problems, it has become a necessary choice to expand the size of the city and establish new districts. Only in this way can the many problems faced by Shanghai be alleviated.

Next, the first two years were the lowest period of economic stagnation since the reform and opening up. Shanghai's GDP growth rate did not exceed 4%. Therefore, it was necessary to make a big move to demonstrate our continued determination to reform and open up to the outside world, while driving the acceleration of Shanghai's economy. As a result, the development and opening up of Pudong was officially put on the agenda.

The proposal of Pudong development has sparked a lot of controversy. A common viewpoint is that factories in Puxi should be relocated to Pudong to create an industrial zone and alleviate urban pressure in Puxi. However, such a Pudong would obviously not be able to meet the idea of driving Shanghai's economic growth and demonstrating reform determination.

After extensive research, it is concluded that Shanghai lacks energy and raw materials, making it highly unlikely to develop heavy industry to a high degree. How much progress can be made in high-end industries? High-end industries are not easy to develop, so Pudong should focus on the tertiary industry represented by finance.

As a result, Shanghai established the Shanghai Stock Exchange in just eight months, and constantly conveyed its determination to build Shanghai into a Chinese financial center to the rest of the world, quickly attracting global attention. A large number of foreign investors poured into Shanghai, seeking suitable opportunities.

But now, when they stand on the land of Pudong and look at the scene before them, they only see low factory buildings, farmland, reed marshes, and densely packed shanties. The tallest building in front of them is the flood control tower built in 1954, which is only 26 meters high.

This scene seems to have nothing to do with the positioning of China's financial center. It remains to be seen what kind of planning they can come up with to develop this into a modern metropolis.

Thank you for the reward for the impassable and lonely spiky ball. The scheduled release was wrong, sorry about that.
Chapter 588: Current Situation in Pudong

"Is this place too desolate?" Ji Mingguang was visiting Shanghai for the first time and couldn't connect the scene in front of him with the bustling Shanghai he had in mind.

"Why do people say they would rather have a bed in Puxi than a house in Pudong? Compared to Puxi, the gap here is really too far!" Zheng Weiming said, "But in a sense, it's also a good thing, because the current conditions are so poor that the acceptance of demolition and reconstruction in Pudong is higher. If you were to plan a new area in Puxi, just the demolition work would be enough of a headache! They are not willing to relocate easily."

The same is true for the relocation of Lujiazui, which involves more than 16,000 households. However, the demolition process went smoothly, and the government did not encounter any obstacles. Some people even displayed banners saying "Goodbye, small Lujiazui, your tomorrow will be better" as they moved, and they later received generous rewards. Just by demolishing their houses, they were able to achieve financial freedom.

Lin Lou chuckled and said, "The saying 'I'd rather have a bed in Puxi than a whole house in Pudong' is really quite impressive. Many who had the opportunity to get a house in Pudong but gave up for various reasons regret it deeply later on. If you have a house here now, it is inevitable that there will be multiple demolitions in the next thirty years. Even if you do nothing but follow the policies obediently, one house will be turned into two, and two into more. After thirty years, owning several houses in Pudong will be incredibly lucrative."

"If we want to develop Pudong, we must build bridges. And not just one or two, but many bridges are necessary," Zhao Yukun has already begun to ponder the plan. He pointed to the Huangpu River and said, "Otherwise, it will be completely impossible to meet the normal transportation needs. The location of the Huangpu River Bridge is somewhat biased, and the Datupu Road Tunnel is not much better. Relying on the ferry boats of the ferry company is also very inconvenient."

The Huangpu River Daqiao is the future Songpu Bridge, located on the southeastern part of the Huangpu River in Songjiang District, Shanghai, connecting Cheting Highway and the Jinshan Branch Line of the railway. It was built in April 1974 and opened to traffic on June 29, 1976. It was initially named Huangpu River Bridge, then renamed Cheting Bridge in the first two years, and in 1995, it was renamed Songpu Bridge by adding the first character of the name of Songjiang County and the character "Pu".

The Datupu Tunnel is located underneath the Huangpu River in the southern part of Shanghai's city center. It was the first underwater road tunnel in China, with a total length of 2761 meters including the approach road. It was completed and opened to traffic in 1971 with a dual four-lane design which was considered more than sufficient at that time. However, looking at it now, even doubling the capacity would not be enough.

"Yeah, the Huangpu River Bridge is over 40 kilometers from our current station, and it’s almost impossible to rely on this bridge to connect the transportation between Pudong and Puxi. The Dapu Road Tunnel is also about 10 kilometers, a round trip is 20 kilometers, even if the road is smooth, it's still half an hour, and the tunnel is so narrow, how could it be smooth when there are more cars in the future?"

"At present, we can only rely on ferries, which are very troublesome and easily affected by the weather. I remember when I first returned to the country, I encountered fog on the Pujiang River, and all the ships sailing on the Huangpu River stopped. People who wanted to travel between Pudong and Puxi were very anxious. When the ships resumed operation, as soon as the iron wire gate at the front of the pontoon bridge opened, the crowd rushed towards the ferry like a tide."

Zheng Weiming continued, "That's why there's the saying 'I'd rather have a bed in Puxi than a whole apartment in Pudong.' If you live in Pudong, you have to take the ferry to work every day. If the weather turns bad, you won't be able to go to work. It's okay once or twice, but if it happens frequently, will your employer tolerate it?"

The saying "Prefer a bed in Puxi over a bed in Pudong" is not only due to the poverty and backwardness of Pudong, but also because various supporting facilities cannot keep up. Even if there are houses, they are not very useful. This is also a very important reason. It's okay to work in Pudong, at most you can’t easily enjoy the prosperous life of Puxi, but if you work in Puxi, living in Pudong cannot even guarantee normal work. In this case, who would want to get a house in Pudong?

"Weiming, if you buy a few houses in Pudong now, you won't have to worry about money in the future!" Lin joked. In fact, even if he didn't do this, Weiming wouldn't have to worry about money, after all, he is the future academician, and also an academician in the field of architecture, naturally he won't lack money.

"I remember seeing the urban planning proposal for Shanghai, and it includes building bridges across the Huangpu River. Once these bridges are completed, the transportation between Pudong and Puxi will be much smoother," said Lin.

In 1991, 1993, 1995, and 1997, Shanghai successively constructed the Nanpu Bridge, Yangpu Bridge, Fengpu Bridge, and Xupu Bridge at an average rate of one bridge every two years. In addition to these, the Lupu Bridge was completed and opened to traffic in 2003, the Songpu Second Bridge was completed in 2005, and the Minpu Bridge was completed in 2009. These seven newly built cross-river bridges have closely connected Pudong with other areas of Shanghai.

By that time, it had become very convenient for people to travel between Pudong and Puxi. No one would say, "I'd rather have a bed in Puxi than a house in Pudong." Pudong had undergone a complete transformation and become the wealthiest area in Shanghai. People in Puxi had also started to envy those in Pudong. Many who had the opportunity to buy property in Pudong but didn't regretted it deeply.

Drove around the desolate Pudong area, took some photos, and created some hand-drawn sketches. Then the group headed to the Pudong New Area Development Office to submit the documents, officially registering to participate in the project, and discussing with the office staff to obtain information and materials.

At the door, everyone was a little scared. The development office was crowded with people inside and out, including Chinese, foreigners, redheads, blondes, black people, and white people all anxiously waiting. They were speaking English, French, German, Japanese, and Korean, all with the same urgent desire to participate in the development of Pudong.

The staff in the development office have been speaking with hoarse voices, and it seems that this has been going on for a long time, not just today.

The owner of the cake shop next door is over the moon. It's only been a short while since lunchtime, and he has already put up a sold-out sign at the door. It seems that no matter what happens to the development of Pudong New Area, he's the first one to make a fortune.

Linlou estimated that if he had to wait in line, he might not even get his turn until tomorrow. Fortunately, Jichuan had made some arrangements in advance. When Linlou arrived at the door, he said a few words to the security guard. Soon, a staff member came out to escort him in, saying, "Professor Lin, welcome, very welcome. We're extremely pleased that you can participate in this project!"

The special zone planning project has given Lin Lou a certain amount of prestige in the domestic urban planning field. In addition, as the niece's husband of a leader in the city, the staff naturally dare not be negligent. They brought him into the office and quickly helped him with the formalities, so Lin Lou is now officially involved in this project.

"Here, these are the materials we have currently collected. However, due to time constraints, our preparation might be a bit rushed, so there may be some gaps. You will have to figure out the rest on your own! Compared to those foreign companies, you are still in a better position, as it is not as troublesome for you to access certain information as it is for them." The staff handed over a pile of materials.

Inviting foreign planning firms to participate in the planning of Pudong actually poses some political risks for Shanghai, because involving them means disclosing a lot of sensitive land and resources information.

The recent actions of Western planning institutions, especially those in France, have impressed China. This project has reminded the French government of the post-World War II reconstruction of Paris. They are very interested and have offered 2 million francs in support of the planning and design of Lujiazui. Subsequently, the French government, together with the Greater Paris Planning and Design Institute and the Public Building Renovation Bureau of the La Défense district, established the "French Support for Shanghai Pudong Development Group".

The influence of the French is far-reaching. They have opened the door for Shanghai's urban planning to the world, helping the city to establish a historical perspective on urban development and strategic vision. With the assistance of the Grand Paris Planning Institute, the international competition for the Lujiazui area's urban planning has naturally unfolded, with the participation of multiple internationally renowned planning and design units in the project.

After completing the formalities and receiving the materials, Lin and his team began to inquire about several key issues. Zhao Yukun was the first to speak, "To develop Lujiazui into a financial center, it will require a significant amount of money. How do you plan to solve the financial issue?" This is the most important issue; planning is always linked to the budget. Without sufficient funding, no matter how good the plan is, it will be useless.

The staff's response surprised them. The Shanghai Municipal Government has established three companies, namely Lujiazui Financial and Trade Zone Development Company, Jinqiao Export Processing Zone Development Company, and Waigaoqiao Bonded Area Development Company. Through "land leasing", each of the three development companies was granted land in square kilometers, instantly providing them with startup capital.

Using Jinqiao as an example: the Municipal Finance Bureau issues a 240 million yuan check through Shanghai International Trust Investment Corporation (Shanghai International Trust Investment Corporation), then hands this 240 million yuan check to Jinqiao as an investment; Jinqiao uses this 240 million yuan check to purchase land from the Land Bureau, and the Land Bureau then hands over this 240 million yuan check to the Municipal Finance Bureau, completing the land transaction.

The same method has been applied to Lujiazui and Waigaoqiao, where there is land available for development, but there is still a lack of funds. After the land is left idle, the Municipal Administration for Industry and Commerce issued a business license to Jin Qiao Company with a registered capital of 100 million yuan. However, it is evident to everyone that although they have the land, as development companies, they still do not have enough funds.

Fortunately, with the support of policies, the leaders of various development companies began actively seeking bank funds. After many twists and turns, three development companies formed joint ventures with foreign enterprises by using land as capital, and many multinational giants who were optimistic about China's development definitely did not miss this opportunity. As a result, they also gained substantial returns.

When William, the former China general manager of Roche Pharmaceuticals, first arrived at Zhangjiang High-tech Park, he looked around to see vast farmland with some partially constructed factory buildings, and the air was filled with the scent of grass.

The person in charge of investment promotion in Pudong passionately told him that there will be earth-shaking changes here, with clusters of buildings, green spaces, and golf courses. When the "imaginative" businessman decided to invest in one of the farmlands, many people thought he was crazy. However, several years later, this investment became legendary.

When Hitachi's factory in Pudong was being built, the cautious Japanese representatives anxiously asked the local leaders how long it would take to complete the new plant. According to their estimation, it would take at least 840 days. The leader calmly replied: One year.

The other person looked skeptical and asked him privately, "Is there something wrong with the computer?" However, just like the Tesla "Gigafactory" that shocked Musk later, Hitachi completed construction and put into production as planned. Hitachi was stunned, and they added investment 11 times in a row, making substantial profits from the Chinese market.

In 1995, the first Bailian Shopping Mall opened in Pudong, Shanghai. Despite the cold winds, customers flocked in, with a single-day footfall of 1.07 million, setting a Guinness World Record. This record may only be rivalled by the temporary closure of Costco in Shanghai due to overwhelming customer numbers when it opened later.

Of course, there are also people who are not optimistic about the development of Pudong. An American journalist wrote an article calling it "Shanghai Bubble," which represents the attitude of the majority of Western elites.

In 1993, Zhang Wuchang once brought the most influential economist of the 20th century, the leader of the Chicago School of Economics, and the representative figure of the monetarist school, the winner of the 1976 Nobel Prize in Economics, Friedman, to Pudong. He saw some one-story high shops and immediately opposed, believing that the government-led planning and forcibly created "Manhattan" would end in failure.

This liberal economist even likened Pudong to the "Potemkin Village" built for the empress of the Russian Empire during the Qing Dynasty, commonly known as a "ghost town." (Potemkin was a Russian military leader who, in order to showcase his wealthy territory to the empress, spared no cost or effort to build fake resort villages along her route.)

The leaders in Shanghai were deeply upset by this metaphor. Many years later, in a documentary about Pudong, some leaders couldn't help but bring up the old stories again. By this time, Pudong had become the most prosperous region in the country, and the famous Friedman was proven wrong.

Lin Lou is full of confidence in the development of Pudong, but Zhao Yukun, Ji Mingguang and others do not know about it. However, when they saw those signed investment agreements, they finally felt relieved. As long as there is money, they can plan boldly with ease.

"Thank you, then we will go back to start preparing for the work! We will arrange for someone to be stationed in Shanghai until this project is completed. If there is a need in the future, we will definitely continue to trouble you!" After saying goodbye, Lin and his team left.

Then they returned to the old western-style house on the Bund, which would become their office space in the near future.
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There are so many old western-style houses in Shanghai's Lin building, there is no need to worry about office and accommodation. There are plenty of rooms upstairs for them to stay in, and a large conference room for meetings and work. As for meals, the restaurant downstairs can prepare them on time. If they don't like Western food, local cuisine, or Jiangsu and Zhejiang cuisine, hiring a temporary chef is not a big problem.

He has even begun to consider setting up a branch in Shanghai. Shanghai is the center of China's economy and can also radiate the future economically developed areas of Jiangsu and Zhejiang. There will definitely be many projects in these regions in the future. Setting up a branch here, with the headquarters in Beijing radiating the northern market, the Shanghai branch radiating the eastern coastal region, and the Hong Kong branch focusing on the southern and Southeast Asian markets, covers basically everything.

Utilizing Zheng Weiming's connections, we have hired some local talents to assist with market research and data organization, with analysis being provided by Zhao Yukun and others.

Then Mr. Lin and Academician Wang traveled back and forth between Beijing and Shanghai, completing other tasks at hand while supervising the planning scheme of the Lujiazui Financial District.

After some time, the initial data has been organized and they have also reached preliminary conclusions. "According to the recent plans in Shanghai, the main focus is on the transportation infrastructure that connects the east and west sides. The construction of 5 major cross-river bridges has been confirmed in addition to 10 river tunnels. The connection of these transportation facilities not only bridges the geographical gap across the Huangpu River, but also links the economic development on both sides. The well-developed Puxi area can now share the existing economic achievements with Pudong, while the unique national development policies in Pudong will steer the entire Shanghai towards a new growth center."

The Bund in Puxi and Lujiazui in Pudong are interconnected on the central axis of Shanghai. Only in this way can the urban planning, infrastructure construction, and integrated industrial development be realized on both sides of the Huangpu River. From then on, Pudong and Puxi can no longer be separated. This dual-wheel-driven model will promote the development of Shanghai's economy for a long time in the future.

Linlou summarized the work of the previous stage, mentioning the overall direction and then elaborating on the specific situation in Pudong. "For Pudong, from the introduction of policies to attract enterprises and talents, it is still just the beginning. In order to achieve the goal of becoming a financial center, the next step is to fill in and improve the infrastructure."

"And in this regard, apart from coordinating with Puxi, continue to share the achievements of economic development with Puxi, we also need to pay attention to the shortcomings in road planning compared to Puxi due to historical legacy issues!" Puxi has a longer history of urban development, and there are relatively more problems in the process of urban construction. Although Pudong already has a large population, it still lags behind in infrastructure construction, almost like a blank canvas, making it easier to plan anew."

Lin Lou conducted a meticulous analysis for them, then gave them some time to digest, while he started gathering information in his mind, carefully recalling the planning process of the Lujiazui Financial District. This process was actually very challenging.

After determining the participating architectural planning units, architects from China, England, France, Italy, and Japan respectively presented their own designs. The design by Roger from England is a "circular, powerful and ambitious urban image," inspired by the form of the Huangpu River bay space and the design of the public transportation network. Simultaneously, it generates a modern ecological city with a good natural lighting and visual field by analyzing the concept of the British garden city.

French Belo Plan: To create a new and powerful image of the future metropolis, the spatial pattern composed of right-angled interfaces facing the Bund symbolizes the future, in sharp contrast to the architectural interfaces of the Bund in the 20th century. This is a plan full of the distinctive personality of French culture.

Japan's Itoh Plan: To construct a highly unified information city, forming closely interconnected functional bands horizontally and vertically, with development axes along the north-south belt of the Huangpu River. The strong flow of information, rigorous urban network, and multi-level underground development reflect the integration of Japanese culture and modern technology.

The Folcasia Project in Italy: Seeking the development history of Chinese cities, finding the regional cultural context from the form of the old city in the southern market of Shanghai, and using this as a basis to construct a "city within a city" that is oval-shaped, high-density, and surrounded by low-rise buildings. This is a fusion of the cultural heritage from Marco Polo's hometown and Chinese culture.

The joint consulting project in Shanghai, China (cooperation between Tongji University, East China Architectural Design & Research Institute, Shanghai Civil Architecture Design & Research Institute, and Shanghai Urban Planning Design Research Institute): "East-West Axis" is a key factor in urban development, gathering in the core area, supplemented by an elevated and pedestrian platform network connected to the riverside pedestrian green belt, forming the dream of the development of Pudong Lujiazui in Shanghai for generations.

Among them, Richard Rogers is the designer of the Pompidou Center in Paris, and is also a world-renowned master of architectural planning. Of all the designs, the one in the UK is recognized as the most beautiful, but his designs still have many problems.

Each of the five versions of Lujiazui has its own strengths, but Lujiazui is not like Jinqiao or Zhangjiang, which directly reclaimed farmland or wasteland and unified planning on a flat land. Foreign design teams, including Rogers, did not consider that there are many constraints in the old town of Lujiazui, so even Rogers himself said, "If you implement any foreign plan completely, it will be a disaster. Our plan is just a conceptual plan. You should learn its spirit, not copy it."

The approach in Pudong ultimately split the Chinese design team into 3 groups, and these 3 groups were tasked with integrating 5 proposals into one design solution that aligns with the urban development concept of Shanghai and is feasible for implementation.

This process is called "5-3-1-1": "5" refers to five different conceptual plans; "3" refers to integrating the advantages of the five plans and coming up with three enhanced comparative plans; "1" refers to organizing expert discussions based on the three enhanced comparative plans, soliciting opinions from all aspects, and finally consolidating them into a deepened planning scheme; and the last "1" is another comprehensive optimization based on the deepened planning scheme.

This process was very difficult. The team, consisting of less than 10 urban planners and engineers, devoted themselves to the design for half a year. Overtime became their norm as they finally developed their own implementation plan. They exhausted their thoughts in order to deliver the highest level of planning for this most pivotal, central, and prime area in Pudong.

However, due to limitations of the times and vision, there are still numerous issues with the future planning of Lujiazui, with backward traffic organization. The orthogonal road network structure formed in the 1990s is seriously disrupted by the Century Avenue, which emphasizes display purposes too much. In addition, the interweaving of three cross-river tunnels at the ground level, the generally over-expanded building density, and the dominance of motor vehicles have led to problems that can be summarized as follows: "1. Overlapping of through traffic and main channels for external traffic; 2. Inadequate external transportation connections to the core area; 3. Uneven distribution of cross-river traffic flow; 4. Urgent need for improvement of pedestrian traffic environment...".

The functional zoning is single, although during the international competition planning stage for Lujiazui, there were proposals from several units including Rogers that put forward forward-looking mixed-use development models. However, the final implementation plan still only emphasizes the development model of concentrating on building high-end office buildings, lacking sufficient emphasis on building a complete urban service system and maintaining balanced development in the area, which has directly affected the function of the area.

The lack of public space results in the central green area in Lujiazui being separated by three two-way eight-lane motor vehicle lanes, and there is no underground passage, making accessibility generally low. Its mirrored axis relationship with Jin Mao, International Finance Center, and the Shanghai World Financial Center makes it seem like this land exists only as reserve land for future super high-rise towers or even fifth-level towers. Each land block acts independently, and there is almost no systematic rest space on the streets apart from basic green isolation belts.

Those who work in the Lujiazui CBD area already face great pressure, yet the urban planning and design fail to provide them with relaxation spaces to ease their stress. This can be seen as a deficiency in humanistic care, as well as a lag in planning and design concepts compared to areas such as La Défense and Manhattan.

The pedestrian system is neglected, and the newly added pedestrian overpass in Lujiazui can be considered a partial remedy to this issue. However, prior to this, the car-dominated planning of Lujiazui hardly considered the pedestrian system. The intertwining two-way eight-lane road network for motor vehicles, 50-100-meter long street crossing distances, and 200-400-meter spacing between pedestrian crossings, have made it a nightmare for pedestrians and turned the entire Lujiazui area into a deformed urban area without truly meaningful streets.

The underground spaces are isolated. Although the development of underground spaces in the Lujiazui area is very extensive, with most plots having 5-6 floors underground, it is difficult to find interconnected entrances between two plots because they simply do not exist. In fact, apart from the entrances and exits of Metro Line 2, the underground spaces of any plot are isolated from each other. This missed opportunity to compensate for the inadequate public space on the ground, pedestrian systems, and even revitalize the entire commercial underground space in the area is absent from the original planning scheme.

The urban morphology has been distorted. It is easy to notice from the map, the radial avenues, roundabouts, ring roads, tunnels, and culverts. The road network in Lujiazui presents an extremely unnatural twisted state. This distortion, combined with the homogenized road interface, makes it impossible for people to intuitively judge the path to the destination. Additionally, it prevents the buildings in Lujiazui from forming clear morphological relationships, and the area itself cannot form a distinct sense of place.

So in the future, standing on the Bund and looking at Lujiazui across the river, the Oriental Pearl Tower, the corkscrew, the syringe, and the whisk, these tall buildings are very beautiful and very spectacular. But when you get closer, they seem too cyberpunk. Here, it is full of high-tech achievements, but there is no life. There are too many flaws and regrets in both transportation and public spaces.

By that time, it would be too difficult to readjust, after all, the roads have been built, and the skyscrapers have been completed. We can't just demolish and rebuild, right?

These are the results of a poorly executed planning scheme. However, blaming the planners who put in so much thought in the first place does not seem justified. After all, planning involves a certain degree of prediction. Who could have anticipated the rapid development of Lujiazui in the future? It's not just them who didn't anticipate it; planners all over the world probably didn't anticipate it either.

Moreover, with the rapid increase in the value of Lujiazui, the economic benefits also have a huge impact on the execution of the planning scheme. For the same piece of land, how much economic benefit can be generated by building a pedestrian walkway or a rest green space? If a five-hundred-meter-high skyscraper is built, how much economic benefit can it bring? This doesn't even need to be considered at all.

Apart from the aforementioned issues, it is also necessary to reflect Chinese culture in the planning, especially the cultural heritage of Shanghai, distinguishing it from other world financial centers such as Manhattan in New York, the financial city of London, Shinjuku in Tokyo, the central area of Singapore, and Central in Hong Kong. It is also important to balance natural and human ecology, so that Lujiazui does not become a collection of cold skyscrapers.

To achieve these goals, there must be a macro theoretical guidance, just like the Bright City theory proposed by Corbusier and the subsequent Machu Picchu Charter, which have guided the world city planning in different phases.

Fortunately, Lin Lou happened to have this theory, and the book "General Architecture" that he co-wrote with Commissioner Wu is now completed. The theory emphasized in the book, such as local cultural context and human living concepts, can be used to guide the planning of Lujiazui.

So, after everyone had digested the previous information, Lin did not immediately put forward his own conceptual plan. Instead, he first organized everyone to study "General Architecture". Only by making good theoretical preparations first can we better complete the planning and design of the Lujiazui financial center.

Since its completion, this book has caught the attention of academician Wang, Zhao Yukun, Ji Mingguang, and others. Each of them has bought several copies, not only for themselves but also to distribute to their friends.

But when Mr. Lin personally explained it to them, they realized that their previous understanding was still shallow. Many issues that were clearly written in the book had not been comprehended by them.

When Lin Lou was explaining, he deliberately brought out examples of world-famous financial centers such as Manhattan in New York, the City of London, Shinjuku in Tokyo, the Central Business District in Singapore, and Central in Hong Kong to analyze the successes and failures of the planning and design of these financial districts, enabling them to have a deeper understanding of the planning of financial districts.

"So in our planning scheme, we not only need to meet the functional needs of the financial center, but also need to take into account local context, living concepts, natural ecology, human ecology, and many other factors. The final outcome should not only showcase the bright prospects of Lujiazui striving to become a world financial center, but also allow the people working here to enjoy the convenience of modern life, rather than inconvenience!"

After Lin finished the final summary, he finally brought out his conceptual plan and asked them to refine it.
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Present conceptual plans for discussion, then make adjustments, fill in the details, and go through multiple rounds of detailed deliberation and modification, working on it from 1991 until mid-1992, before finally presenting the final plan.

During this time, Lin also completed a number of tasks. Teaching regular and elective courses at Tsinghua University was inevitable, in addition to publishing papers and writing academic works. The teaching and academic work consumed a lot of his energy, but luckily he was sharp and full of youthful vigor, and he completed these tasks smoothly, receiving unanimous praise from school leaders, colleagues, and students, and also earning the honor of being an outstanding young teacher.

After several rounds of turbulence, the Sino-Japanese Friendship Youth Exchange Center has been successfully completed and put into use. As the completion ceremony is about to begin, Linlou is still pondering whether the organizers, like in the original history, will only focus on promoting Kishida Akio, but neglect how to handle the situation. For this, he has prepared several contingency plans.

However, when the real show started, Linlou found that all his preparation work had been in vain. As for Hei Chuan Ji Zhang, although Linlou was much younger than him, he was also a grand master who established a school of architecture. The only difference was their qualifications. If the organizer attributed this project to him, Linlou wouldn't need to say a word. The international architectural community would be enough to deal with him. How could he take credit for someone else's achievements? He dared not wear that hat.

As for those officials, they may not be very clear about Lin Lou's status in the international architectural community, but they certainly cannot ignore the fact that Lin Lou often goes to the seaside to give lectures to those top leaders. Would they dare not to reserve a seat for him on the podium? If they dare to speak ill of him during the lecture, their careers will almost certainly come to an end.

Therefore, at the ceremony, Lin Lou and Hei Chuanji jointly sat together and delivered friendly commercial compliments during their speeches, stating that they had learned a lot from each other in this project. The reporters at the scene were filled with national pride and eagerly wrote a plethora of articles upon returning.

When interviewed by the reporter afterwards, Lin Lou took the opportunity to raise the issue of the architect's right to sign, saying that foreign architectural masters such as Kisho Kurokawa and Ieoh Ming Pei can leave their names on their works. When people mention classic buildings, they always say it's the work of this or that master. However, in China, the role of the architect is often overlooked.

Aligning with international standards is the current trend, and Linlou's statement also meets the demand of the Ministry of Construction's promotion of registered architects. They took the opportunity to make some changes, and since then, Chinese architects can also leave their names on their works, just like writers and artists in other artistic fields.

Moana's island tourism project overall planning has been completed and has successfully passed the acceptance of Maoyi and others. Linlou has drawn on the advanced experience of many popular island tourist destinations in later generations such as Bali, Maldives, and Tahiti, and combined with the specific situation of Moana, provided a planning scheme that meets their needs but is quite different from the current popular islands.

Not only can it showcase the unique natural scenery of the many islands of Moana to the greatest extent, but it can also present their unique historical and cultural heritage to visitors from all over the world.

The design of various hotels, resorts, restaurants and other specific buildings also draws on the essence of renowned resorts such as Aman, Regis, and Banyan Tree, to achieve a completely different effect from the current trends.

These projects have not yet started construction, but the renderings have been circulated, winning unanimous praise from the international architectural community once again. Many tourists who are enthusiastic about island vacations have started calling to inquire about when they can go on vacation before Moana is completed. They all want to be the first group of tourists.

This saved Moana a lot of advertising and promotion costs. Maoui and others were a bit reluctant to let go of that island, but now it seems that this deal is simply too cost-effective.

Lin Lou also did not let his own island idle. After finishing the design for Moana, he immediately designed his own private island according to his preferences. The designs for the pier, resort, private villas, etc. have already been completed and construction has begun alongside Moana's other projects. In just two more years, Lin Lou can vacation on his own private island.

John Walker has had a tough time in the past few years at Autodesk. He used to be a pure technical person, only wanting to create the best software. However, as Autodesk grew, he inevitably faced more disruptions. Feeling overwhelmed by these factors, he finally chose to leave the company and prepare to find a place to live in seclusion.

Originally, John Walker was supposed to go to Switzerland, but when he saw the design of Linlou on the Moana Islands, he impulsively bought an island and asked Linlou to plan and design for him. This way, when he's tired of Switzerland, he can also come to the island for a visit.

The development of Cisco Corporation is fast, which has brought more profits to the Lin brothers. However, with the growth of their assets, they feel increasingly uncomfortable with their development in the United States. So Lin Qiao and Lin Lou discussed and decided to shift the focus of their careers from the United States to their home country.

Other island nations, seeing the example of Moana, regretted why they did not act decisively originally. They were surprised that Moana stole the march, but now it's not too late to strive for it. As a result, several island countries approached Linlou for cooperation, so much so that Linlou even set up a special island tourism project team, mobilizing personnel dedicated to the planning and design of such projects.

Apart from the island projects, other projects are also growing, such as airports, stadiums, museums, commercial centers, libraries, and so on. Many developers who have successfully built these types of buildings often consider timber structures. At this point, except for some very important projects, timber structures generally do not need to participate in any architectural design competition anymore. They can just sign a contract directly with the development agency.

The difference between a famous architect and an unknown architect lies in the concerns they have. An unknown architect is troubled by how to compete for projects, while architects like Linlou are troubled by how to select projects among numerous potential partners that can bring them more prestige and benefits.

After confirming the planning scheme for the Lujiazui Financial Center, the team began to create a model sand table according to the scheme, and took it to the office of the Pudong Development Zone to compare it with works from the other five units. Lin Lou is one of the youngest in all the groups participating in this planning and design competition, but no one looks down on him because of his age, as he has already established his position in the architecture industry.

The architects from the UK, France, Italy, and Japan warmly greeted Lin after seeing the Lin Building and said, "Mr. Lin, it's an honor to meet you. The Sino-Japanese Youth Exchange Center project that you and Mr. Hei Chuan worked on has left a deep impression on me!" This was the Japanese architect Ito speaking.

Béro, the representative from France, had a big smile on his face. "Mr. Lin, every time I go to La Défense, I almost always stop by the Pierre Cardin boutique. I feel that this kind of architecture represents the future trend in a certain sense!"

The architect from Fuxas in Italy naturally remembers that Lin Lou once won the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale. "Mr. Lin, it's been a long time since you've been to the Venice Architecture Biennale. Perhaps when the timing is right, you can be a curator. Venice has long been eager for a Chinese pavilion."

The curator in the art exhibition refers to the professional who is responsible for the conception, organization, and management. According to the tradition of the Venice Biennale, they will invite world-renowned architects to serve as the chief curator, responsible for providing the theme of the current exhibition. Then, each country's pavilion will be curated by their respective countries. Pritzker Prize laureates such as Kazuyo Sejima, Yvonne Farrell, and Shelley McNamara have all served as chief curators of the Venice Architecture Biennale.

When it was Rogers' turn, he paid more attention to the planning and design of the Lin Tower. He looked at the model of the Lin Tower, stroked his chin in contemplation, and couldn't help but ask, "Lin, what theory did you base your planning on? I can clearly feel that there are many things in your work that are completely different from the Athens Charter and the Machu Picchu Charter."

"This design not only meets the functional needs of the financial center, but also takes into account the needs of human ecology and natural ecology. In addition, there are some things that I don't quite understand." When he saw the works of the joint design team composed of Ito from Japan, Fokas from Italy, Belot from France, and the Chinese team, Rogers was confident in his own work and believed that his work must be the best. However, after seeing the model of Lin Tower, his viewpoint began to waver.

Originally, Rogers had also heard of Lin Lou's name, and even carefully studied Lin Lou's representative works such as the Riga International Airport and the Museum of Hai Dong Province in Latvia. However, these works did not catch his attention, because architectural design and urban planning are still different fields. Just because Lin Lou could become a world-class architectural designer does not mean that he could excel in the field of urban planning as well.

In history, there are indeed masters like Le Corbusier who have pioneered an era in two fields simultaneously. However, genius is always limited, and most people would be considered successful if they could just make a breakthrough in one field. While the architectural designs of I.M. Pei are impressive, he hasn't achieved much in the field of urban planning.

So when Linlou brought his model sand table over, Rogers didn't pay much attention at first. But when he took the first glance, he couldn't look away.

And the more I look at it, the more amazed I am. If Lin Lou often travels to European and American countries, has seen the planning and design details of world-renowned financial centers such as Manhattan in New York, the financial district in London, Shinjuku in Tokyo, the central area of Singapore, and Central in Hong Kong, and based on this, he has given a quite reasonable plan according to the specific situation of Lujiazui, he wouldn't be so amazed.

The reason for his surprise lies in the difference in theory. In 1933, the International Architectural Society adopted the "Athens Charter". In the following decades, the urban planning of most major countries in the world mostly followed the theory in the "Athens Charter". With the development of the times and the progress of science and technology, the "Athens Charter" has gradually become unable to meet the needs of social development.

In 1977, some urban planning designers gathered in Lima and discussed based on the "Athens Charter", proposed the "Machu Picchu Charter" containing several requirements and declarations. The "Machu Picchu Charter" began to replace the "Athens Charter" and continued to be the theoretical basis for urban planners.

After that, the Machu Picchu Charter, like the Athens Charter, gradually became unable to meet the needs of the times. As a result, many planners are contemplating new planning theories, and Rogers is no exception. He originally thought that this theory might emerge at the next global architects' congress or be created by a planning master in a developed country.

But when he saw Lin Lou's work, he was surprised to find that in the distant East, there was already a young person who had conducted deep contemplation and produced quite mature work! This impact was no less than the shock that those world-famous architecture masters felt when they saw the project of Haixi Province Museum, because they all saw the future of this field.

In recent years, the head of the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, Member Wu, began writing a book called "General Architecture." Member Wu believes that the 20th century enriched architectural history in its unique way, but many architectural environments are not as satisfactory, unexpected constructive destruction is frequent, and the convergence phenomenon and characteristic crisis of architectural culture and urban culture are becoming increasingly serious. The spiritual significance of architectural forms lies in the intrinsic logic rooted in cultural traditions. The development of architecture as a complete phenomenon that comprehensively utilizes various elements to meet the needs of human habitation requires a systematic reintegration of the future architectural system.

"And, with the increasing scale and scope of modern social development, and the continuous shortening of construction cycles, there are more practical requirements for architects to integrate architecture, landscape, and urban planning, which also brings greater opportunities. For urban residential areas, it is an important mission of architecture in the broader sense to incorporate, planning and construction, new building design, historical environment protection, general building maintenance and renovation, and the rational reuse of ancient and old buildings into a dynamic and sustainable cycle."

"At the same time, the multi-level technological construction and the combination of technology and humanities are the inevitable trends of the new architecture in the 21st century, and they are also the essential content of architecture in a broad sense."

"Commissioner Wu invited me to participate in the compilation and writing of this book. While working on this book, Commissioner Wu and I discussed the future development direction of urban planning and achieved certain results. When I started working on this project, I included these things in it," Linlou explained.

"So, where can I buy your book?" Rogers asked eagerly.
Chapter 591 The Convention Invitation

Jizaki Arata has previously criticized the lack of change in the architectural field for too long, with modernist architecture dominating the world. They are eager for new architectural concepts. The same situation can be seen in urban planning, where the "Athens Charter" and "Machu Picchu Charter" have played irreplaceable roles in the global urbanization process after World War II, but have also left regrets.

With the development of technology, buildings are getting taller and cities are expanding. However, is the quality of life really improving with the advancement of technology? In a sense, it is true that technology makes people's lives more convenient and improves their living standards. However, there are still many problems, such as the destruction of natural ecology and the scarcity of human ecology. The lack of green vegetation on the streets of large cities and the hurried pedestrians can prove this point.

The plans proposed by these planning firms also have such problems. The large green space planned at the Oriental Pearl Tower may help alleviate some natural ecological pressures, allowing those working in nearby office buildings to slightly reduce the visual fatigue caused by excessive eye use when looking out through the windows. However, these green spaces are still different from Central Park in New York.

But it's obviously impossible to walk in Central Park like a New Yorker. Not to mention whether this green space is designed for leisure, just looking at the surrounding traffic and road design, it's very inconvenient to even think about getting in!

And several main roads only focus on the convenience for driving, but overlook the convenience for pedestrians. Often, one has to walk a long way to find a crosswalk, and it's necessary to compete with traffic on the ground. There are not enough underground passages and pedestrian bridges, these designs are unfriendly to people working in the Lujiazui Financial Center.

The "Athens Charter" and the "Machu Picchu Charter" actually mentioned these aspects, but the space was limited and it was not the focus, so there was a lack of detailed discussion. From the oral account of Lynn Loo, Rogers keenly captured the information. Maybe there is a detailed explanation in their book, so he was eager to see the book and wanted to know how to solve the problems that perplexed him and the field of international urban planning, and what direction future urban development would take.

"In our temporary office on the Bund, there are several books like this. I can have someone bring them over now, but these books are all in Chinese, so I'm afraid you..." Lin Lou hesitated, knowing that Mr. Rogers was not a future astronaut from a European country, and he hadn't started learning Chinese yet, so he definitely wouldn't be able to understand them.

"It's okay, I can find someone to help with the translation, and I'm sure the book must have many illustrations, right? For a master like Rogers, just by looking at the book's illustrations, there's already a lot to be seen."

The group continued to enthusiastically discuss Professor Lin's plan, while several leaders from the Pudong Development Zone, who did not understand foreign languages, tried to interpret the expressions of the foreign guests. They quickly called for a translator and asked, "What are they all saying? Why are they always crowding around Professor Lin's planning proposal?"

Translating some do not believe their ears, since he started this job, he has always heard Chinese officials and technical personnel's admiration and astonishment for foreign high-level achievements. When have we ever seen foreigners admire our own things? However, the words of people like Rogers and Itoh are trustworthy.

After carefully listening for a while, he hesitantly said, "They said... they said Professor Lin's planning proposal is very good, even better than the combined efforts of several of them. It represents, to a certain extent, the direction of urban planning development in the 21st century and is very, very much worth their study!"

"Did you translate it correctly?" Several leaders suddenly turned their heads, with such a large and fast movement that it even made people worried about the safety of their cervical spine.

"No, Mr. Rogers from England said Professor Lin's proposal gave him a lot of inspiration, exposing more problems in his own design compared to Professor Lin's proposal. His own proposal is simply... it's simply like... it's like a pile of excrement!" After much hesitation, the translator still decided to translate this vulgar word.

"Professor Lin, did they really say that? Could it be that there are too many professional terms and Xiao Wang didn't understand?" The leaders still couldn't accept this reality. Luckily, there were many people in the room, so they started asking Professor Lin, a member of the China United Design Group from Tongji University. Professor Lin is proficient in English and Russian, and he is also a senior figure in the field of architectural planning. He surely won't make mistakes like an ordinary translator.

"They didn't use too many technical terms this time, they were all here praising Xiao Lin's proposal! Xiao Wang's translation is quite accurate." Professor Lin confirmed Xiao Wang's translation, "Shif" is such a simple word, anyone who has studied English shouldn't translate it wrong, right?"

"Is Professor Lin's plan really that good?" The leaders still have doubts. They know that Professor Lin is already a world-renowned master in the field of architectural design, and they have begun to plan to invite Professor Lin to design several iconic buildings for the Lujiazui Financial District. However, they never expected that he could also impress these foreigners in the field of urban planning.

"Look, compared to Professor Lin's plan, whether it's Rogers from the UK, Belot from France, Ito from Japan, or Folsass from Italy, at least in terms of planning concepts, they are all at least a generation behind, not to mention our plan!" Professor Lin pointed out a few of the most obvious points and explained the advantages of the Lin Tower plan to them.

"The most obvious thing is that Professor Lin's plan has smoother transportation and a working environment that better meets human needs. At least in these two aspects, this plan is obviously superior to other world financial centers such as Manhattan in New York, the financial district in London, Shinjuku in Tokyo, the central area in Singapore, and Central in Hong Kong! If Professor Lin's plan is implemented, our Lujiazui financial district will definitely cause a huge stir in the global planning field and become the focus of the world!"

Professor Lin is also very capable. He quickly made several leaders understand the benefits and leading aspects of the Lin Building plan. The final evaluation made them feel excited. They originally thought it would be good enough if Lujiazui did not fall too far behind other global financial centers, but now, it is even surpassing them?

Although this is just a conceptual plan, there is still a lot of work to be done to ensure that the architecture, facilities, and most importantly the software can catch up. However, this is already enough to make them extremely excited!

Some people even joked, "We spent millions of dollars inviting them to do the planning and design. Did we just buy a pile of crap for a few million dollars?"

Soon, several stern gazes fell upon his face. Mr. Rogers can modestly evaluate his own work, but you can't say that! He quickly realized his mistake and lowered his head, retreating silently to the back. In his heart, he had already made up his mind to embellish this story when drinking with friends next time. We Chinese can also do things that foreigners can't do! Just based on this, it's worth drinking half a catty of wine!

According to the plan, representatives from several planning and design units were supposed to come forward in turn to introduce their own plans. However, judging from the current situation with Rogers and their team, at least for today, this part of the process definitely cannot continue. Nevertheless, the leaders are not worried, as they have obtained better plans than expected, which is also a good thing for them.

So they patiently listened to the translation and retelling of the comments from Rogers and others, and consulted the experts of the expert group from time to time in order to gain a deeper understanding of the benefits of the Linlou plan.

After a while, Yang Mo came back with a stack of "General Architecture" and distributed them to Rogers and the others. They immediately started flipping through the book and then almost simultaneously sighed, "Why didn't you publish an English version? We really can't understand it! We can only learn a little from the illustrations in the book."

The planners from Japan's Ito office are now at an advantage. Due to historical and geographical reasons, there are still some people in their office who can understand Chinese. Even if they don't fully understand, just by looking at the Chinese characters, they can vaguely guess some things. Words of admiration like "wow" and "marvelous" can be heard from time to time. Many contents in this book have given them great inspiration.

This time, the leaders deeply influenced by patriotic films understood the admiration of the employees of Japan's Itoh Planning Office without needing translation. There's no way around it, the word "yousi" is just too familiar.

"Mr. Lin, if it's convenient, could you please find a place and briefly describe the contents of this book for us?" Rogers hurriedly finished looking over the drawings, and indeed, many parts explained his long-standing doubts. As a result, he was a little impatient to have the book translated into English and wanted to know more now.

"In my firm, we do have a meeting room and equipment such as a projector, but it seems like we still have work to do today, right? How about we schedule it for another time?" Lin Lou hesitated, he naturally wanted to present the results of his and Commissioner Wu's work to these foreign planners as soon as possible, but it didn't seem like the right time now.

"It's okay, it's okay. Learning is also a necessary prerequisite for doing a good job!" The leaders quickly whispered to each other. After all, today there was no way to start working according to the scheduled plan, so they might as well listen to Professor Lin's lecture to broaden their horizons and make a better decision on whose proposal to ultimately choose!

Many leaders seem a little excited. It is said that Professor Lin used to frequently give lectures to the top leaders by the lake. Can we consider today as enjoying the treatment of the top leaders? We need to listen carefully later. If we have the chance to meet the top leaders and casually mention some knowledge taught by Professor Lin, we will surely win the favor of the top leaders, right?

"You don't need to go to Professor Lin's office. Let's just go to the adjacent meeting room. It's spacious enough to accommodate everyone, and there's a projector too. Professor Lin, you can just have someone bring the things over from your office!" The leaders immediately made arrangements, instructing people to tidy up the meeting room and ushering everyone inside.

Lin Lou personally made a trip to an old foreign-style house on the Bund, packed up some belongings, and then came back. Luckily, the Bund is only separated from Lujiazui by the Huangpu River, and the leader even made a special phone call to the ferry company, arranging a boat to transport them. So Lin Lou didn't have to wait long before he was ready for the speech.

The previous work of "General Architecture" by Lin Lou was completed using a computer, so he collected a lot of materials in advance. After the book was written, in order to facilitate himself and Commissioner Wu to introduce it to others, Lin Lou also specifically prepared a PowerPoint. Since Microsoft released PowerPoint 2.0 in 1990, he finally had the opportunity to use this familiar software.

Connect the computer to the projector and after adjusting it, a beam of white light shines on the screen. The title of the PPT then appears. Although the functionality of PPT is still relatively simple at the moment, it is much more convenient than having to stand at the lectern, writing, drawing, and presenting at the same time.

Then Professor Lin held a laser pointer that was a few sizes smaller and began his speech. Setting aside everything else, the grandeur of this alone awed several leaders. Some of them even started to consider whether they should find someone to learn this skill too. If they could master it, when reporting to the leaders in the future, standing on the stage like Professor Lin, the leaders would definitely feel different.

Similar reports have been held many times in the Lin Building at Tsinghua University. This time, it's just a matter of changing the language of the speech to English, which is not considered a difficult task.

The leaders may not understand English very well, but there is a translator nearby, and the content on the PPT is all in Chinese. So, they can understand it by looking at the PPT and listening to the translator's explanation.

British and Japanese planners are also fine; English is a native language for one and a required subject for the other, so both can understand. Italian and French planners are also okay; they often participate in various international academic conferences, and their English proficiency is quite good, so they can basically understand.

Lin gave them a detailed explanation of the origin and outline of "General Architecture", allowing them to gain a deeper understanding of this book and the new urban planning concepts.

After finishing the lecture, it seemed that those foreigners were still not fully satisfied. Lin Lou simply took out the PPT he had prepared for the planning of Lujiazui and explained the application of this new theory to them with the help of this case.

The speech continued until 8 o'clock in the evening, and no one in the audience shouted out that they were hungry, nor did anyone show any intention to go and eat first. Everyone was listening earnestly here.

When the final page was finished, Rogers and others all stood up and gave warm applause to thank Lin and Wu for their outstanding contributions to the field of international urban planning.

Rogers even shouted, "Mr. Lin, next year the World Architects Congress will be held in Chicago, USA, with the theme 'Outlook for 2000'. You can definitely give a profound speech there!"
Chapter 592: You go and speak

The World Architects Congress was established in 1948 and is the only international organization for architects worldwide. Currently, it has more than 100 member countries and over one million architect members. The World Architects Congress is held every three years.

This event is an important platform for architects from around the world to exchange expertise and cultural insights. Each gathering attracts thousands of participants from diverse corners of the globe. The focus of each conference revolves around a specific architectural academic exchange theme, formulated by renowned figures in the international architecture, planning, and construction field.

The 18th World Architects Congress will be held in Chicago next year, in 1993. The theme will be "Looking Ahead to the Year 2000," which sounds like it's specifically tailored for Lin Lou. When the time comes, he can adjust this PowerPoint presentation and make a special presentation at the conference. It's sure to excite architects from around the world, isn't it?

In Rogers' view, if there are no unexpected events, the future urban planning concepts advocated by Wu and Lin will definitely be recognized by global architects and planners. This conference will also be centered around their theories, and will form an important guideline for the development of 21st century architecture, similar to the "Athens Charter" and "Machu Picchu Charter".

Huh, is "The Beijing Charter" going to be renamed "The Chicago Charter"? According to historical records, the 20th World Congress of Architects was held in Beijing in 1999, where the congress unanimously passed "The Beijing Charter" drafted by Commissioner Wu. The charter summarized the development of architecture over the past century, and based on the analysis and integration of the history and reality, theory and practice, achievements and problems of the 20th century, as well as various new ideas and viewpoints, it looked forward to the direction of architectural studies in the 21st century. In the face of a new era, the charter proposed a new action plan: changing times, a complex world, common issues, and coordinated action.

This charter is widely recognized as a seminal document guiding the development of architecture in the 21st century. It marks the broad architectural and human settlement theories of Wu Liangyong being universally accepted and revered by architects worldwide, thus reversing the longstanding dominance of Western architectural theories.

Generally speaking, this kind of landmark document in the field of international planning is usually named after the location of the conference. "The Athens Charter" and "The Machu Picchu Charter" are both examples of this, and the later "Beijing Charter" follows the same pattern. Therefore, if the invitation from Rogers is accepted, to attend the World Architects Congress in Chicago, and to gain recognition at the conference, smoothly passing the new charter, then this charter will naturally change from the "Beijing Charter" to the "Chicago Charter."

Lin Lou was a bit conflicted about this. On one hand, he hoped to spread the labor and accomplishments of Commissioner Wu and himself to the world as soon as possible. In this regard, there was no better stage than the World Architects Congress. On the other hand, the idea of changing the name always made him feel a little regretful.

However, Lin Lou didn't hesitate for long. Just like how "The Athens Charter" cannot erase Le Corbusier's contributions, even if the "Beijing Charter" is replaced with the "Chicago Charter," architects and planners all over the world still know that this new theory originated from Wu Xuan and Lin Lou from China.

In that case, why not let the world know about our research results earlier? Lin Lou nodded in agreement, and Rogers immediately said, "I will communicate with the organizing committee later and ask them to arrange the time in advance."

The agenda for this large conference must be determined in advance. It's not easy for ordinary people to give a speech, but Lin is not worried. On one hand, the quality of this work is excellent, and there is also the case of the planning scheme for the Lujiazui Financial District as an example. On the other hand, Commissioner Wu is a former director and vice chairman of the International Association of Architects. The theme of this conference is "Outlook for the Year 2000," so they are likely to get the best time and the largest auditorium for their speech.

"Linsang, please authorize us to translate this book into Japanese. Our Japanese architects and planners also greatly need guidance on the new theories!" The head of Ito Architecture and Planning Firm said eagerly, "We will offer the most generous return!"

"Mr. Lin, we can help you contact a publishing house to release the French version!" The representative from Beruo, France, also responded.

"We can immediately find someone to do the Italian language version translation!" The employees of Folsera in Italy were not to be outdone.

"Yes, yes, this book should be seen by the whole world, so there must be an English version!" This is where the advantage of English comes in. With an English version, planners from many countries can understand it."

"I need to seek Commissioner Wu's opinion and obtain his approval before I can agree to your request! But I believe Commissioner Wu would also be happy to see his work being seen by more people around the world! This is not solely the work of Linlou, so I have to seek the consent of another author in order to publish the translation."

Everyone was a bit tired from the meeting today, so we had a simple dinner and went back to rest. After returning, they began making phone calls to finalize the World Architects Congress and discuss the publication of "General Architecture" with the publishing house.

Lin also called Commissioner Wu and informed him of the news. Commissioner Wu readily agreed, saying, "No problem, as long as the translation work is done well without any errors."

"You can rest assured about this. I will be responsible for overseeing the English and French versions, and as for the other language versions, the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University has plenty of talented individuals who can help with that. In addition to Lin, who is proficient in English and French, there are also many talents who have studied abroad in Italy, Japan, and other countries, so there is no need to worry at all."

Then, Commissioner Wu wrote an authorization letter and asked the lawyer from the Lin Building Law Firm to help deliver it to Shanghai. After discussing with Rogers, Lin Building decided to hand over the initial translation work to Tsinghua University and then have the respective publishing houses they are in contact with review it. Once confirmed to be free of issues, they will proceed with printing and distribution.

Rogers also specifically reminded, "Mr. Lin, although this may be a bit rushed, the Chicago World Architects Congress is indeed a very good opportunity. If we can complete the translation, review, and printing work before the conference starts, then we can promote this book to the world through this conference."

"Of course, personally I really hope to see the complete picture of this book as soon as possible!" Thinking about the long process from translation to publishing, Rogers felt a bit impatient.

"Anyway, since you have already participated in the Lujiazui project, you will definitely come to China frequently in the future. At that time, you can help review the translated part after I finish translating, so you can see it in advance!" Although Lin's plan is very good, there are also some good points in their plan.

So the final decision should be to invite a team to integrate the advantages of various solutions and then come up with a set of plans. That's how it was done in the original history! It's just that time it was someone found by Pudong District themselves. Who will be assigned to do it this time? Linlou is still a bit uncertain.

Fortunately, he didn't have to wait long for the results to come out. After careful consideration, Pudong Development Zone entrusted the project to Linlou and asked him to integrate the advantages of various proposals, make some adjustments to his own proposal, and then present the final plan. They will be constructing the Lujiazui Financial District based on this plan.

Regarding this, Rogers and other foreign agencies have no objections. Lin's plan is indeed superior to theirs. It is only natural to base the plan on Lin's proposal. As for the collaboration with the Chinese joint design team, there is even less of a problem. They have even taken the initiative to offer assistance to Lin.

On the one hand, they can continue to participate in this project, after all, this is a project in Shanghai. If the units in Shanghai do not do anything, they will be somewhat embarrassed. On the other hand, they also want to learn something from Linlou. Although the planning of Lujiazui financial district has been determined, Pudong still has such a large area of land. Other areas in Shanghai also need new planning. They cannot always give the task to Linlou to complete, right?

While Linlou would certainly be happy with this, their leadership in Shanghai may feel somewhat uncomfortable. It would be better to leave this kind of work at the local level.

Lin will certainly have no objections. It's definitely a good thing to have more people helping out, and they are more familiar with the situation in Shanghai. They will definitely be able to provide some useful insights.

So this matter was settled. At the signing ceremony, the happiest person was not Linlou, but Yu Jichuan. He was now beaming with joy, and could hardly contain his laughter! It was he who had suggested that Linlou participate in this project. Now that Linlou had defeated those foreign planning firms, not only did he save a large amount of foreign exchange for Shanghai, but it also made him feel proud.

Just waiting to report the good news to Linlou's father-in-law when he gets back in the evening, but he was scolded by Linlou's mother-in-law. Getting a new project in Shanghai is definitely good for Linlou's career, but his mother-in-law is worried that he will have to travel to Shanghai often, which means less time for her daughter.

Fortunately, Linlou had already thought of this possibility. He arranged for Yubingbing to bring his family to Shanghai for a two-day vacation over the weekend, and the matter was settled.

When we go back, Lin Lou comforted, "It might be a bit busy at the beginning, but it will be much more convenient once the work is on track. The details can be handed over to Zhao Yukun and the others to handle. I will be responsible for overseeing, and at most, I'll come over for a meeting during the week from time to time. I basically stay in Beijing on weekends."

In that case, there will be more time to accompany Bingbing. She has just given birth to a child and now is the time when she needs the most company. Linlou also wants to spend more time with her and her own child.

After a while, things were indeed as he said. Linlou no longer needed to stay in Shanghai frequently. He still stayed in the quadrangle courtyard, went to Tsinghua for classes every day, came back to check on the progress of other people's work, and then mainly spent time reviewing translated manuscripts.

Translating "General Architecture" is his focus at the moment, and it is also the first time Chinese architectural planners have delivered a significantly influential speech on a global scale. It's essential to be well-prepared in advance.

Commissioner Wu is also very happy, "Originally according to my estimate, it would take another five or six years for China's development and urbanization speed to surprise the whole world. By that time, we will apply to host a World Architects Congress in China, and then at this meeting, we will explain these things to architects from all over the world!"

"I didn't expect you to come up with such a plan so quickly! The time can also be advanced!" Thinking about the huge response to Lin's plan in the field of national urban planning, Commissioner Wu felt doubly gratified.

The Lujiazui project has always been a focal point of international planning, and Linlou has presented a high-quality plan that has changed the history of world urban planning, which has been dominated by the "Athens Charter" and the "Machu Picchu Charter," and brought about a long-awaited new change to the planning world.

Then many international well-known city planning journals and magazines have successively published Lin Lou's plans. Many world-renowned planning masters have conducted in-depth analysis of this. Lin Lou's lecture afterwards also became the focus of their research. One article after another was published, and more and more people are paying attention to "General Architecture."

They were regretful because they couldn't buy this book. Even if they went through the trouble of obtaining the original version from China, they wouldn't be able to understand Chinese! As a result, Lin Lou and Tsinghua University frequently received calls strongly requesting them to translate this book into English, French, Japanese, Russian, and other languages.

Until Rogers published an article in the journal introducing the outline of "General Architecture" and stating that the translation work is in progress, the number of inquiries about when the book will be available decreased.

"By the way, the current president of the International Architects Association just called me. The time and venue for the speech have been confirmed. It will be in the largest auditorium, and it seems they still value us a lot!" Commissioner Wu said with a hint of pride. His achievements have attracted worldwide attention, and he naturally feels proud.

"That's great! I will take this time to adjust the PPT and make sure you can deliver a more stunning presentation to them!" Lin Lou was a little surprised, he didn't expect the International Architects Association to be so generous, turning this conference into a platform for promoting their theories.

"PPT definitely needs to be done. This software is indeed convenient for presentations, much better than the old methods we used before! You have to do it well, make it look nice, so that everyone feels comfortable looking at it!" After rambling for a while, it seems like Committee Member Wu has made up his mind.

The kind eyes of Wu fell on Linlou, and Commissioner Wu's eyes were full of gratification, "You don't need to prepare for me. Prepare according to your preference. This time, you will be the one to give the speech!"
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Delegate Wu’s words completely caught Lin’s By surprise. In his view, although the book was co-written by him and Delegate Wu, Delegate Wu's qualifications were deeper and had a greater influence on the International Architects Association. Moreover, the creative inspiration for the book also came from Delegate Wu. From any perspective, it should be Delegate Wu who should be giving the speech.

"Wu, you are the initiator of this book, and the outline was written by you. Moreover, you have irreplaceable influence in the International Architects Association. From any perspective, it should be you giving this speech! I will make sure to help you prepare thoroughly so that you can deliver it well!" Lin Lou said sincerely.

"Xiaolou!" Commissioner Wu waved his hand, "I was born in '22 and I'm already seventy-one this year! Giving such an intense speech is too demanding for me. If I don't perform well, it won't look good. You're only thirty years old, full of energy, and your foreign language skills are better than mine. You are more suitable for giving the speech than I am!"

"Commissioner Wu, when you were working on the urban planning scheme for Beijing, teaching us students, compiling new academic monographs, and working on architectural design projects, you were full of enthusiasm! A mere two-hour speech should be nothing for you, right?" Lin Lou knew that these were nothing but excuses.

Twenty years later, when Commissioner Wu stepped onto the stage to receive China's highest science and technology award, he was still steady despite being 90 years old. In the following twenty years, he continued his work at the architecture department of Tsinghua University and also led the research on the development planning of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei urban and rural areas, playing a crucial role in major projects such as the 2004 Beijing urban master plan revision and the Tianjin overall planning revision.

Authored and published a series of important academic monographs including "Architecture, City, and Habitat Environment", "Research on Urban and Rural Spatial Development Planning in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region", "Beijing Charter - The Future of Architecture", "Essays on Academic Culture", "Introduction to Habitat Environment Science", "Reflections at the Turn of the Century: The Future of Architecture", "Protection and Development of Architectural Environment in Urbanization of Developed Areas", "Research on Urban and Regional Planning", and "Habitat of Tomorrow".

After he turned 70, he continued to produce various high-quality research achievements. This would be absolutely impossible without abundant energy and a strong body! How could Lin Lou believe that such a person can't even handle a two-hour speech? As for the issue of foreign languages, Commissioner Wu has studied in the United States and has a very high level of spoken English.

Yes, I know that my physical condition is still pretty good, but after all, I am already over seventy years old. No one can guarantee how many more years I can work in the future. That's why, while I still have some energy left, I want to help you get on your way. When you can take over the position in the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University and in the Chinese architectural community from me, then I can completely relax.

Thinking about these, Member Wu felt doubly grateful. Compared to the members of other departments within the Academy of Sciences, he was definitely a lucky one. They were either unable to work due to years of exhaustion, worried about the lack of successors, or had aged prematurely due to the growing gap with foreign countries.

Only by myself, not only is my body still in good shape, but I am also able to shoulder high demands and intense work. At the same time, I also have an exceptional heir like Linlou. In his hands, whether it is architectural design or urban planning, he has not only gained high recognition from international peers, but has also surpassed them. Now those foreigners are waiting to listen to his research results. Every time we have a meeting at the Academy of Sciences, when Commissioner Wu mentions Linlou, he is always delighted.

I will work hard for a few more years. When you are able to take over my position, I can retire with peace of mind. Whether it's managing teaching work in the architecture department at Tsinghua University, or planning and designing projects in Beijing and other cities, I trust Lin Lou completely. Perhaps his qualifications and age used to hold him back, but now, the planning of the Lujiazui financial district has been completed, and the urban planning of the special district has been increasingly well-received. Even the International Association of Architects wants to invite him to give a keynote speech. With such qualifications, what projects can't he take on in China?

As for the field of architectural design, it goes without saying that he has designed the main stadium for the Asian Games and the museum of Haidong Province. Nowadays, foreign companies looking for him to do design work are lining up outside his courtyard. He is also qualified to lead the design work for major projects in China.

The delegate Wu has already made up his mind to boost Lin Lou's reputation during this conference. This way, after he returns to the country, he can slowly start grooming him to take over his position, whether it's within Tsinghua University, the Planning Committee, or the Architect Association, he can let him try it out first.

In seven or eight years, he should be able to take over! By then it will be the turn of the century, and this old man from the 20th century won't interfere with the affairs of the 21st century, right? I can also take a good rest, find an old courtyard, redesign and renovate it according to my own ideas, then read books, plant flowers, raise fish every day, and occasionally invite some old friends to drink tea, chat, and show off to them, looking at their envious and jealous looks and laughing happily. This life would be so carefree, so free, and so comfortable!

So, Wu still insists on his decision. "I can endure a two-hour speech, but I may not have the time to prepare for it. I have a lot of work on my plate!"

I have a lot of work on my hands too! Commissioner Wu only focuses on domestic affairs, and at most, also deals with some international exchange matters. But Director Lin is involved in projects all over the world.

"Okay, that's settled! After all, you contributed a lot to this book. Without your input, the quality wouldn't be as high as it is now. So it's suitable for you to give a speech! Hurry up and prepare well. When you get to Chicago, don't disgrace our Tsinghua architecture department or the reputation of Chinese architects!" After saying this, Mr. Wu didn't give him the chance to refuse, and just got up and left.

Li Qingxi and others vaguely guessed some of Commissioner Wu's thoughts. It seems that he is planning to pass on his mantel to Lin Lou. This inevitably stirred up their emotions, as they couldn't help but recall the first time they saw Lin Lou at school. At that time, just by looking at his hand-drawn works, they knew that this child would definitely have a bright future. But they never expected him to flourish to this extent. How many years has it been? He's already able to inherit Commissioner Wu's status and position?

Xu Jiaping was the happiest one among them. He felt so fortunate for his wise decision, "If it weren't for me taking the initiative to reach out to Linlou, would there be such an opportunity now? When Linlou becomes a member of the Academia Sinica in the future, when he becomes a key figure in various committees, those of us from the main branch can also rise in prominence, right?"

Linlou definitely couldn't easily agree, so he contacted Commissioner Wu several times, and even asked for help from others. However, Commissioner Wu still insisted, and even persuaded others to persuade Linlou in turn, "Xiaolou, Old Wu is indeed old, you can't let him go through this again, can you? Young people like you can handle it, don't trouble him anymore, okay?"

After several months of back-and-forth deadlock, Linlou finally couldn't hold on any longer and had to agree. Then, he began to modify his PPT. At the beginning of the PPT, he used passionate words to describe the illustrious architectural and planning career of Commissioner Wu, thanking him for his outstanding contributions to the book.

He hopes that the architects from various countries present that day would recognize the greatness of Chairman Wu and feel admiration for him.

And just as Lin Lou and Member Wu repeatedly offered to yield, the translated chapters were also sent to planning firms in the UK, France, Japan, and Italy such as Rogers, Béreux, Ito, and Folzasi. They couldn't wait for the full translation to be completed and diligently studied these chapters, then quickly wrote articles and published them in journals.

With the publication of these contents, discussions on general architecture have become more fervent. Many people have compared the urban planning concepts advocated in this work with "The Machu Picchu Charter," "The Athens Charter," Le Corbusier's theory of the radiant city, Howard's theory of the garden city, Salingaros's theory of organic dispersion, and Wright's theory of the Broadacre city, and conducted detailed analyses comparing the differences between these theories.

Then, use the urban planning scheme for the Lujiazui Financial District as an example for analysis and discussion, and compare its design with world-famous financial centers such as Manhattan in the United States, the City of London, Shinjuku in Tokyo, the Central Area in Singapore, and Central in Hong Kong, evaluating their strengths and weaknesses.

Many people believe that if the construction of the Lujiazui Financial District can be carried out in accordance with Lin's planning scheme, after its completion, at least in terms of urban planning, Lujiazui will have surpassed several other major financial districts. As for architecture, that would be no problem at all. As long as Lin is willing, he can definitely create works that will amaze the world.

These discussions have brought unexpected delight to the Pudong Development Zone. Many investors have learned about China's reform and opening-up policies and the immense opportunities in Pudong through these articles. As a result, they have flocked from all over the world to Pudong, forming long queues outside the development zone office, all seeking investment opportunities.

The leaders of the development zone also called specifically to thank Linlou for everything he has done for Pudong's investment promotion work. After hanging up the phone, Linlou thought it would be better to have Linqiao come back and join in.

Although Shanghai is not very suitable for the IT industry and has not given birth to many influential large IT companies in the future, after returning to China, Lin Qiao also focused on the development in the special economic zone. However, now being able to obtain some land in Pudong, it is definitely not a loss, so he readily agreed and quickly came over to sign a large investment contract.

As the discussion deepened, many architects and planners even came to Beijing specifically to have face-to-face discussions with Linlou. They then saw the old hutongs in the process of being redeveloped by Linlou.

In this alley, they saw many theories from books becoming a reality here. Designers truly treat the city as a living organism, like a metabolism, gradually and progressively. At the same time, appropriate use of old buildings would be more conducive to protecting urban culture and restoring the city's microcirculation.

"I remember that this alley seemed to have won the United Nations Human Settlements Award two years ago. Unfortunately, there were too few accompanying pictures in the news at that time, so I didn't pay attention to it. This is really regrettable. Otherwise, I would definitely have come to China in advance to appreciate the charm of this transformation plan!" Many people have praised it."

After some time, more foreign architects and planners came to China, but this time they didn't go to Beijing, they went to Nanjiang City in Haidong Province, because the long-awaited Haidong Province Museum has finally been completed in the international architectural community.

Lin Lou has lost count of how many times he has attended the completion ceremony of his own works, and this time is drastically different from any previous occasions. While the number of journalists is not greater than when the Beijing Olympic architectural complex was completed, the complexity of the press corps far exceeds it.

Last time, there were mainly domestic journalists, with some journalists from Asian countries such as Japan. This time, there are not only domestic journalists and Japanese journalists, but also American journalists, and of course, European journalists. There are journalists from National Geographic magazine and various professional journals.

They ignored the leader's speech on the stage, only maintaining a polite silence. Their gaze had already flown to the buildings behind the stage—the building made of reinforced concrete in the style of a tulou, which was particularly eye-catching. Many people couldn't help but pick up their cameras and start taking pictures of these buildings.

After enduring the leader's speech, the journalists can finally start discussing. "Mike, I think this building is even more beautiful than the renderings we saw before. Despite the various perspective techniques, the renderings still appeared too two-dimensional, while the actual building is three-dimensional."

"The scale, lines, and integration with the surrounding environment are all just right, giving the feeling that this building doesn't seem to have been artificially constructed, but rather grown naturally here!"

"This kind of curve is truly fascinating, I am tired of straight-line architecture, although there are many fine works, but looking at them for a long time makes me feel bored."

"I would give it a 10 for its appearance. When can we go inside for a visit? I really want to know what the interior structure of this building looks like!"

The crowd chattered and discussed, occasionally picking up their cameras to capture a detail they were interested in. After a while, someone felt that something was wrong. Why was Mike, who loved to talk the most, so quiet?

"Mike, what are you thinking about?" someone asked.

"Ah, I'm wondering if Lin can win an award," Mike said.
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"Winning an award? Are you talking about the Pritzker Prize?" Upon hearing Mike's words, John instinctively thought of this award, after all, Lin Lou has already won several major architecture awards, including the Gold Medal of the American Institute of Architects, the Gold Medal of the French Academy of Architecture, the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, and so on. If it were any other award of the same level, it certainly wouldn't make Mike so excited. If that's the case, then there's only one answer left: the highest award in the architecture world, the Pritzker Prize.

Since its establishment in 1979 by Jay Pritzker of the Hyatt Hotel Group, the award has quickly risen to prominence due to its wise judges and fair selection process. All 15 winners are recognized masters in the architectural field, shining like stars and surpassing prestigious awards such as the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Gold Medal, the more lucrative Japan Art Grand Prize, the Denmark Carlsberg Prize, and the American Institute of Architects (AIA) National Honor Award that values individual works. It has become the universally recognized supreme award in the architecture industry.

Every year, over 500 architects working in architectural design are nominated for the Pritzker Prize. The jury, composed of renowned architects and scholars from around the world, selects individuals or teams to honor their intelligence, insight, dedication, and outstanding contributions to humanity and the built environment through their architectural artistry.

"Yes, aside from this award, what other award could excite me so much? If I remember correctly, Lin Lou just turned thirty this year, right? If he could win this award, I think no one will be able to break this record in the future!" Mike said, already planning to rush back to the United States to find out the news after the interview.

"Um, based on Linlou's strength and work, he indeed has the potential to win this award, but as you said, he is not even thirty yet. Wouldn't it be too early to give him the award now?" John recalled that in the past few sessions, most of the winners were in their sixties or seventies, already accomplished senior professionals. Linlou is not even half their age. "If it's a prize like the Pritzker Prize aimed only at young professionals, then Linlou winning would definitely be uncontroversial. But the Pritzker Prize is different! It's more like a lifetime achievement award!"

The Fields Medal is the highest award in the field of mathematics, only presented to mathematicians under the age of 35. Perhaps because in the eyes of those genius mathematicians, mathematics is the most testing of talent. If you cannot achieve outstanding results before the age of 35, there is probably little hope of becoming a great mathematician in this lifetime!

Of course, this is not absolute either. Andrew Wiles completed the proof of Fermat's Last Theorem at the age of 41, and the Abel Prize Committee awarded him the Abel Prize for his outstanding achievement.

"This is just a misunderstanding. The Pritzker Prize jury did not say that. Their selection criteria have always been based on the intelligence, insight, dedication, and outstanding contributions to humanity and the built environment through architectural art demonstrated in architectural design, and Mr. Lin has not met those requirements? In recent years, he has brought so much to the architectural world, whether it is the application of curves, the promotion of local culture, or the contributions made in environmental protection, all of which are deserving of this award!" Mike insisted.

John seemed somewhat convinced, but still found it hard to accept. So he pondered and said, "But he is a Chinese architect. Previously, the Pritzker Prize seemed to be more inclined towards architects from European and American countries, right?"

Mr. Kenzo Tange won the award in 1987, and Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei, although he pursued architectural development in the United States, is of Chinese descent. Additionally, the 1980 winner, Mr. Barragán from Mexico, and last year's recipient, Mr. Álvaro Siza from Portugal, both come from non-traditional Western developed countries. If they can win, why can't Mr. Lin? Moreover, the voice of Asian architects has been quite prominent in recent years, and it's time for an Asian architect to win the award. So why shouldn't it be Mr. Lin? Mike was increasingly convinced of his argument.

"It's just because Mr. Alvaro Siza won the award last year that I think Mr. Lin cannot win the award in the next few years!" John seemed to have caught a loophole. "Mr. Alvaro Siza's attachment to his hometown and Mr. Lin's emphasis on localism have some similarities. The Pritzker Prize cannot be awarded to architects with similar ideas for two consecutive years."

"If you say so, then I can also argue that Mr. Alvaro Siza and Mr. Robert Venturi, who won the award the year before, are both representative figures of postmodern architecture! Why does the Pritzker Prize keep awarding architects of the same type for two consecutive years?" Mike laughed, finding this rebuttal feeble. "And in all honesty, Mr. Lin's theory goes further and encompasses a broader scope than that of Mr. Alvaro Siza."

"By dedicating himself to interpreting Portuguese traditions using modern techniques, Siza has developed his unique spatial skills and architectural language, laying the prototype power for his subsequent architectural creations. His works are full of exploration of Portuguese vernacular architectural traditions. As for Mr. Lin's works, they reflect his in-depth research on the combination of various cultures with modernism worldwide. Whether it's the Santo António Sports Stadium in Uruguay, the capital airport of Latvia, or the museum we are seeing now, all embody this characteristic. He has opened up a whole new path for architects worldwide!"

Speaking of this, Mike felt even more emotional. A typical architect would already be impressive if they could combine their familiar traditional architecture and modernism from their own country. However, Linlou is able to integrate multiple different cultural styles, which is truly remarkable.

"Okay, even if what you said is true, the Pritzker Prize should start to focus on architects from Asia. It seems that priority should be given to Japanese architects, considering their overall strength is still superior to Chinese architects. China only has Lin Lou, while Japan has multiple architects who have the capability to win the Pritzker Prize!" John still couldn't accept it.

He then put forward new reasons, "Jizaki Shin and Kurokawa Noriaki have already become famous. Tadao Ando served as a judge for the Pritzker Prize a few years ago. According to historical tradition, architects who have served as judges have a greater chance of winning the Pritzker Prize, after all, they are more familiar with the judging panel. Oh, and there's also the concrete poet Shimizu Tadao, his voice is also very high."

"Jizaki Shin and Kurokawa Noriaki did indeed become famous earlier, but this has become a disadvantage for them. If the selection committee believes they deserve an award, they should have received it long ago!" Mike shook his head, and in fact, it was true. Jizaki Shin, who became famous earlier, didn't win an award until 2019. By then, Japanese architects who became famous later such as Tadao Ando, Kazuyo Sejima, Tateshi Tsuzuki, Toyo Ito, and Shigeru Ban had already received awards. As for Kurokawa Noriaki, he never received one.

“Ando Tadao's impressive use of exposed concrete is noteworthy, but his global influence in architectural theory and technology still cannot compare to Lin Lou's. As for Mr. Zhen Wenyan, his experience as a Pritzker Prize juror is indeed a huge advantage.” Mike is most concerned about Mr. Zhen Wenyan.

If it weren't for the interference of Lin Lou, Zhen Wenyu would indeed have won the Pritzker Prize this year. This is somewhat related to his tenure as a Pritzker Prize juror from 1985 to 1988. Zhen Wenyu is not the only one who has won the prize after serving as a juror; the Indian architect Balkrishna Doshi did the same, and Kisho Kurokawa also served as a juror in the 1980s.

Of course, there are more people who first win awards and then become judges, such as Wang Shu, Kazuyo Sejima, Shigeru Ban, and Philip Johnson.

The inauguration ceremony and opening ceremony of Haidong Provincial Museum continue. After the leaders' speeches, everyone entered the museum for the tour. The interior, featuring a completely different design compared to other museums, along with its convenient layout and interior decorations, left all the guests and reporters in awe.

Mike and John continued to argue as they visited, and their debate was overheard by others. Many people joined in, all believing that Linlou would definitely win the Pulitzer Prize. However, opinions varied on when he would receive it. Some, like Mike, believed that Linlou was already qualified to win it, while others, like John, also believed that Linlou would definitely win but felt that he would have to wait for some time, at least until he was over forty, so that the award's presentation wouldn't cause too much controversy.

Their words also reached the ears of Chinese architects and other attendees. Those who were familiar with English were surprised after hearing these discussions, and quickly translated them for others to listen to.

"Professor Lin is indeed qualified to win the award, but what those people said is also true. It's just that he is too young to win the prize now, after all, he is not yet thirty! It would be more appropriate to win the award when he is in his forties." Most people in the architecture industry share John's thoughts and also consider the Pritzker Prize as a lifetime achievement award. Therefore, it feels a bit awkward to award a person under thirty with such an achievement prize."

"The Pritzker Prize? What is that award?" People outside the architecture industry, such as leaders and journalists, expressed their confusion, but soon someone explained it to them.

"The Pritzker Prize is the highest award in the field of architecture, equivalent to the Nobel Prize in the field of architecture! Previously, Mr. I.M. Pei and Mr. Kenzo Tange from Japan have both received this award!" Other leaders and journalists may not understand, but they have heard of the highest award and the title of the Nobel Prize, so now they immediately understand."

"Ah, it would be great if this could win an award!" Right now is when Chinese people are eagerly longing for international recognition. It would be so wonderful if a Chinese person could win the highest international award.

Especially the leaders and journalists of Haidong Province and Nanjiang City, they are thinking more. If Linlou can win the prize, it means that the reputation of the Haidong Provincial Museum will surely spread all over the world, and even have the hope of becoming one of the most watched museums in the country, at least, it should be the first in all provinces, right?

It is a pity that the historical and exhibition quality of the Museum of Hai Dong Province is far behind the Palace Museum. Otherwise, they would not have the hope of removing the "first" from their title.

After the ceremony, the leaders and Linlou went to have a meal together. During the meal, someone cautiously asked Linlou if he was confident about the matter.

Lin Lou laughed, "I did indeed sign up, but whether I can win or not is still uncertain. It depends on the judges' preferences!" But in reality, he did more than just signing up.

The Pritzker Prize, although claimed to be fair, is just like any other award. If you don't strive for it, you can only rely on luck to win it.

For example, when the national teacher relied on "Ju Dou" to participate in the selection of the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film, in fact, this work should have been the best among all the participating works that year. However, because he did not understand the rules of the Oscars and did not navigate them, it ended up in the hands of others.

It is probably difficult to understand the relationship between the experiences of the winners who served as Pritzker Prize judges and their eventual success.

When Wang Shu won the Pritzker Prize in the future, people across the country were very surprised, because before that, his reputation in the Chinese architectural community was not very prominent. His amateur studio with his wife consisted of only six people: the Wang Shu couple and Wang Shu's four disciples. They usually had to collaborate with some large design institutes to complete all construction drawing designs.

Even in a sense, it is more surprising that Wang Shu winning the Pritzker Prize than Mo Yan winning the Nobel Prize, because although Mo Yan may not be considered the top figure in the domestic literary world, there are others such as Jia Pingwa who are equally talented, whereas in the domestic architectural field, there are even more who surpass Wang Shu.

To some extent, he owes his award to his senior, Zhang Yonghe, from Nanjing Tech University. Before Wang Shu won the award, Zhang Yonghe had just joined the Pritzker Prize jury as a judge. Without his recommendation, it would have been hard for the other judges to see Wang Shu's work, let alone give it a positive review.

Of course, being recommended by someone is one reason, but Wang Shu's ability is the main factor for him to win the award. It's important to note that Zhang Yonghe has been a judge for more than a year, and he didn't only recommend Wang Shu as a Chinese architect. When Wang Shu serves as a judge in the future, he will definitely recommend domestic architects as well. Why didn't they win awards?

Linlou has already met the requirements for winning the Pritzker Prize in terms of strength and global influence, but whether he can ultimately win the prize depends on luck. However, Linlou will not rely all his hopes on luck. He has long been prepared with a plan to strive for it.
Chapter 595 Operation

Thomas J. Watson Jr. was the son of IBM founder Thomas Watson. He was born in 1914, graduated from Brown University, and later joined the US Air Force as a pilot. After the end of World War II, he retired and assisted his father in managing the company, eventually becoming the vice president. In 1956, he succeeded his father as the president of International Business Machines Corporation (IBM), and he resigned from the presidency in 1971. Under his dedicated leadership, IBM became a dominant force in the global computer industry and quickly rose to become the fifth largest industrial enterprise in the world.

This name is well known in the IT industry, but what many people don't know is that he also has extensive influence in the field of architecture. From 1982 to 1986, he served as a judge for the Pritzker Prize and still has a significant influence on the award.

The current Thomas Watson has relinquished most of his responsibilities due to health reasons, and is now happily staying at home to accompany his supermodel wife, who once graced the pages of Vogue, as well as their six children and 18 grandchildren, enjoying a leisurely retirement life. Of course, it would be even better if there were no suffering from illness.

Due to health reasons, Thomas Watson Jr. rarely receives visitors. Most people are not qualified to disturb this former business giant. However, Lin Qiao is clearly an exception. The Otek company he founded, as well as the Cisco company he supports, have now developed rapidly. He is also a big name in the IT industry and has many collaborations with IBM.

So despite Thomas Watson's poor health and having already stepped down from his position at IBM, upon hearing that Lin Qiao was coming to visit, he still chose to agree and invited Lin Qiao to meet him at his private estate.

"Please forgive an old man with poor health. I would have liked to have a chat with you young people about the future of the IT industry. Unfortunately, my health does not permit it, so I can only invite you here for a meeting." In the garden of the manor, Thomas Watson invited Lin Qiao to take a seat and drink tea.

"A few years ago when I saw you at the meeting, I was just a partner of a startup company. Unknowingly, ten years have passed, thinking about it really makes me feel emotional," Lin Qiao spoke about Thomas Watson's speech at that meeting, quickly bringing the two closer together.

Lin Qiao is eager to get close, and little Thomas Watson also wants to strengthen the cooperation between IBM, Autodesk, and Cisco. Although he doesn't have much time left, the children still have to live. They want to have a good life, and it's not enough without sufficient financial resources and influence, so both sides had a pleasant chat.

"Lin, even though I want to continue chatting with you, my body can't handle too long of a conversation. So, just tell me what you need. I really appreciate you, Ottoke Corporation, and Cisco Corporation, and I hope that our three companies can collaborate more closely in the future!" Thomas Watson said, before the family doctor came to remind him.

"IBM has always been our first choice for hardware collaboration, and we will definitely strengthen our cooperation in the future," Lin Qiao briefly talked about the future plans of the two companies. Thomas Watson was very satisfied with this. It was not until this point that Lin Qiao explained the purpose of his visit, "In fact, I did not come here to discuss this matter."

"Your relationship with the Pritzker family has always been good. Furthermore, you have served as a judge for the Pritzker Prize, and my brother is an outstanding architect." Lin Qiao did not say more, for someone as astute as Thomas Watson, pointing this out was sufficient.

"Ah, Mr. Lin's work is truly commendable!" Thomas Watson was also prepared, "If it weren't for my health issues that make it impossible for me to adapt to a new environment, I would definitely invite Mr. Lin to design a new estate for me, but now I can only feel regret."

"My youngest daughter, Helen, studied interior decoration for business architecture in college. She has always been very interested in this field, and perhaps she and Mr. Lin will have some common ground." Thomas Watson Jr. decided to pave the way for his children. Maintaining a good relationship with a Pritzker Prize winner would definitely be helpful for his daughter's career prospects.

"Macy's Department Store just invited my younger brother to design a new department store for them in Los Angeles. He will be coming to the United States soon, and if Miss Watson is available at that time, she can come and chat with us!" Lin Qiao understood the meaning and immediately offered a condition: if Thomas Watson could help Linlou win the Pritzker Prize, then Linlou didn't mind cooperating with Helen Watson on this project and entrusting the interior decoration business to her.

"Of course, of course!" A hint of a smile appeared at the corner of Thomas Watson's mouth. If he won the Pritzker Prize while collaborating with his daughter and Lin Lou, then his daughter's career would definitely take off. The Watson family's children would never have to worry about money, but they also had their own pursuits that couldn't be satisfied by money alone.

No one had said anything clear, but when Lin Qiao left, he was already clear that Thomas Watson would definitely help him to operate. Just as he had retired from the Pulitzer Prize selection committee, even if someone saw Helen Watson and Lin Lou cooperating, they couldn't say anything.

Sometimes the former judges are more useful than the current ones. Many things are inconvenient to do when in office, while the former judges understand the various hidden rules of award selection, have extensive personal connections, and have fewer concerns. It is very convenient for them to operate, and the movement and sound are much smaller.

If it were when Lin Qiao had just arrived in the United States, he might have been resentful of this behavior. However, when he saw those young dandies entering Stanford University with recommendation letters, which he had toiled for more than ten years to get into, his illusion of America began to shatter. As Outeck Corporation grew, his illusions were shattered even more.

Up to now, he has thoroughly familiarized himself with various hidden rules in the United States, and is able to adeptly utilize his identity, status, and assets to master the majority of these hidden rules. If he was willing to give up his Chinese nationality, he would be able to leverage even more hidden rules.

Lin Qiao has no psychological barrier at all to help his younger brother win the Pritzker Prize. He has heard too many insider stories about award selections, ranging from the Nobel Prize to the Turing Award, and from the Oscar to the Pulitzer Prize. Scientific awards like the Nobel Prize are inevitably affected by various unspoken rules, not to mention the more ambiguous criteria for architectural awards.

Coming out of the Thomas Watson Manor, Lin Qiao did not stop there. Although Thomas Watson had considerable influence over the Pritzker Prize, there were still several other judges. From what Lin Qiao knew, Thomas Watson did not have a good relationship with every current judge.

Then take a look at the list of judges for this session. The Pritzker Prize jury is composed of internationally recognized architects, architectural entrepreneurs, educators, and cultural figures. This year's jury is composed of Carter Brown, Director of the National Gallery of Art in the United States; Sir Peter Palumbo, a prominent British architectural arts sponsor and collector; Sir Solly S. Clark, a renowned art historian; Sir John Chaloner, Director of the British Museum; well-known architectural critic Ada Louise Huxtable; Frank Gehry, an American architectural master; and Agnelli, Chairman of Fiat Group in Italy, and so on.

Lin Qiao has long hired a professional team to analyze these judges, which is also Lin Lou's instruction. Although he knows that he can definitely win the Pritzker Prize, it is quite different to get it earlier than when his creative energy is declining. Tadao Ando won the Pritzker Prize in 1995, and since then, his career has ushered in a new phase. Clients from all over the world have paid substantial design fees to seek his design works.

Balkrishna Doshi, an Indian architect, was already 91 years old when he won the Pritzker Prize. Can he still design projects? This seems more like a final verdict on his career, of little help to him personally. At most, it may help increase the value of his works when they are sold, but that no longer concerns Doshi.

Lin Lou has already gained widespread recognition for his pioneering experience and talent in this era, but he still lacks the crowning honor. Whether it's the American Institute of Architects Gold Medal or the Golden Lion Award at the Venice Architecture Biennale, he's still a bit short. If he just wants to be an excellent architect, then he can wait patiently.

However, he not only wants to become more outstanding himself but also wants to do more for the architectural industry in China. In this case, winning the architectural equivalent of the Nobel Prize becomes crucial. With this recognition, many places that require qualifications will open up to him.

Although Mr. Wu and others have always taken good care of him, and he can also borrow Mr. Wu's influence, having influence of his own is still different.

With the help of a professional public relations team, Lin Qiao conducted a detailed analysis of the judges. It was good news for them that Frank Gehry, the Pulitzer Prize winner three years ago, became a judge this year, as he had expressed his appreciation for the architectural design concept of Linlou on more than one occasion. He even had face-to-face exchanges with Linlou in Beijing. If someone nominates Linlou, he will definitely support Linlou to win the award.

Nannette Nocon-period Natalie den Help Needed period, Museum of National Art, Pulitzer prize setup set As chairwoman, intrinsic influential influence, team given, Proposal given by Lin Qiao to donate a sum of money to a foundation, which in turn will donate several precious cultural relics and artworks to the National Art Museum of the United States. In this way, a tacit understanding was reached in secret.

No one will notice the relationships in between. Most of the large and small foundations in the United States are doing this. They are very professional in handling these matters, otherwise why would capitalists support them?

Sir Peter Barlow, a prominent sponsor and collector of British architectural art, Sir Wood Sir Clark, a renowned art historian, and Sir Rothschild, the director of the British Art Museum, all belong to the old money class and are somewhat resistant to new IT upstarts like Lin Qiao. It may not be effective for him to come forward personally.

So Lin Qiao came specifically to ask Thomas Watson for help. He's also a member of the Ye Olde Money and a descendant of British immigrants. His good relationship with these old relics enables him to handle things more efficiently, saving a lot of trouble. As for the cost of his operation, Lin will repay double through working with Helen Watson. Lin will incur no financial loss and at the same time, establish good relationships with the two excellent young people. This shrewd Thomas Watson naturally would not refuse such a good deal.

As for Fiat Chairman Agnelli, Lin Lou also has a way. The Agnelli family is one of the leading noble families in Italy. Even ordinary people know about their Juventus football team. It's not easy for the average person to get in touch with them. Fortunately, Lin Lou has a good relationship with Piero Cardan, who is also Italian and has a certain relationship with the Agnelli family, so it's not a problem to ask Agnelli for a small favor.

As for the renowned architecture critic Ada-Louis Huxtable, dealing with her is even easier. She has the least assets among all the judges, and the public relations companies have plenty of ways to persuade her. Moreover, all means are completely legal, so there is no need to worry about anyone checking on them. After all, they are professionals in this field.

Don't mention prizes like the Pritzker Prize that have huge influence only within the architectural community but are of no interest to the public. Even for the Oscars, they also have a complete plan.

And in China, everyone still dare not believe that awards can actually work. The journalists who attended the meeting that day dare not publish what they heard at the meeting in the media. They are still not confident enough and do not believe that Chinese architects can win the highest awards in the architectural industry.

Just because the news is so valuable, it's really hard to resist reporting itchy heart, so they can only do some preheating work first, such as seizing the opportunity of Ieoh Ming Pei's return to China, and deliberately pointing out in the article that Ieoh Ming Pei became the fifth Pritzker Prize winner in 1983, and introducing the Pritzker Prize.

And then, without surprise, I chose the adjective "Nobel Prize of the architecture world" to give the readers an impression of this award in advance. In case Lin Lou were to win the prize, it would save the trouble of explaining to the readers what the Pritzker Prize is. Of course, if that day truly comes, these efforts will definitely have to be made, and they will have to be done even more meticulously. But for now, it's always good for the readers to have an impression in advance.

Within the architecture industry, there is also a conversation circulating about the chances of Lin Lou winning an award. Many people speculate whether he has a good chance, with some feeling that he is very likely to win, albeit in a few more years. It might even take more than ten years, perhaps when he is in his forties, before he wins an award.

Just like that, before we know it, it's time for the announcement of the Pritzker Prize.
Chapter 596: Traveling to Prague

The Pritzker Prize is usually announced in early March. As the time approaches, the people around Linlou are becoming more and more eager for it. Many are discussing it privately. Although they all feel that with Linlou's achievements, winning the Pritzker Prize is more than possible. Just look at Frank Gehry. He has yet to produce something as astounding as the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, and he has only worked on a few projects in the United States to win the award. Moreover, Linlou has achieved much more.

But Lin Lou's age has always been a question, as he just celebrated his thirtieth birthday. It is truly unimaginable for someone to win an award at this age. After all, there are still many well-known veteran architects waiting in line for the Pritzker Prize to give them a big gift for their careers. In terms of qualifications, there are indeed many architects who are eligible to be ahead of Lin Lou, such as John Wo Zhong, the designer of the Sydney Opera House, Norman Foster, the representative of the "high-tech" style, and Renzo Piano, the designer of the Pompidou Art Center in Paris, and so on.

Nonetheless, this cannot stop everyone's expectations of the Lin Building, because at this time, in other fields, whether it is the Nobel Prize, the Fields Medal, or even the Oscar, there is no hope for Chinese people to win awards in the short term. The only few that can be mentioned for now may be the awards won by Zhang Yimou and Chen Kaige at the three major European film festivals, but these awards still cannot compare to the Oscar in people's minds.

"If Lin could win the award, our construction industry will be at the forefront of other fields!" Xu Jiaping sat on a redwood chair in the open-air tea room on the rooftop of the quadrangle, looking steadily at the river not far away, full of expectations. If Lin Lou could win the award, they, as direct descendants, would also benefit greatly.

"Ah, it's a sure thing that Lin will win the award. It's just a matter of when they will give it to him!" Li Qingxi was feeling a bit impatient. The waiting was really unbearable, especially after March. Every morning, he woke up thinking about this, and it was making it hard for him to focus on work.

"Is there any problem with the phone at our office? Can we receive international long-distance calls?" Guo Yi just wanted to light a cigarette to ease his anxiety, but the lighter didn't work after a few attempts. Now he looks back and feels a sense of incredulity about when he switched jobs from his previous company. He had only wanted to solve the financial problems at home, but who could have expected to have the opportunity to work and learn under a recipient of the highest award in the international construction industry?"

His current strength has far surpassed the technical director of his original unit. In fact, since he worked on some projects with Linlou, the leaders of his original unit have approached him many times, hoping that he could return to help improve the unit's technical level. Unfortunately, Guo Yi is no longer easily swayed, but what conditions can his original unit offer? That's worth considering leaving Linlou for!

"In the morning, I specifically checked, and there's no problem!" Cao Kai was also quite excited. He glanced at the cigarette in Guo Yi's hand, pondering whether he should also light one to relax his mood.

While speaking, a phone rang downstairs, and several people immediately stood up. After a moment of confusion, they all laughed, "It shouldn't be a project call. Our firm receives numerous calls every day, whether it's from domestic or international clients looking to engage us in projects. It's probably something else."

"It's also possible that they're here to discuss business, but I don't know if it's from Moana or Macy's in the US. Oh, by the way, what time is it in Chicago now? Are people working in the US at this time?" The group couldn't help but think about the possibility of the Pritzker Prize, as their headquarters is in Chicago.

"Chicago time is thirteen hours behind Beijing time," Li Qingxi looked at his Rolex on his wrist, "It's now half past ten in the afternoon Beijing time, so it should not be a call from there."

"Ah, everyone sighed and prepared to sit down, but Cao Kai was still a bit unwilling,"It's not necessarily the case. The Pritzker Prize must choose a convenient time to call the winner. Otherwise, the winners would have gone home to sleep and no one would answer their call. Wouldn't that be embarrassing? This time is just right!"

Chicago and Beijing are almost in opposite day and night. When it's working hours in Beijing, it's still nighttime in Chicago. And when it's working hours in Chicago, it's nighttime in Beijing. So it's hard to find a time that works for both, but if you want to find a time to talk on the phone that works for both, that would be more suitable.

"Anyway, we've rested enough. Let's go down together and find out where they want us to work on the project!" Unable to contain their curiosity, everyone quickly walked down.

At the entrance of the phone room, I happened to see the employee in charge of answering the phone walking with Lin Lou. They stopped in unison and eagerly watched as Lin Lou picked up the phone and said in English, "Hello, this is Lin Lou."

Their hearts suddenly lifted, as they listened intently to Mr. Lin's conversation on the other end. "Hello, Mr. Blong, I've heard so much about you and I'm very pleased to receive your call... This is truly surprising and I'm honored to have your approval... Prague, right? No problem, I'll arrive early... Alright, thank you again for sharing this good news with me. Let's meet in Prague!"

After Lin Lou hung up the phone, Li Qingxi cleared his throat and hurriedly asked, "Lin, where was that call from? I thought I heard Prague. Are we going to do a project in the Czech Republic?"

"The location for this year's Pritzker Prize ceremony has been set at Prague Castle. Just now, Mr. Carter Brown, the chairman of the Pritzker Prize jury and director of the National Gallery of Art, invited me to go to Prague Castle to receive the award!" Lin Lou replied calmly.

Li Qingxi blinked his eyes. Although they had been discussing this matter for a while, when it actually happened, his mind was a little slow to react.

"Lin Gong, so you're saying that you've won this year's Pritzker Prize?" It was Xu Jiaping who reacted faster, immediately questioning loudly, his voice loud enough for everyone in the courtyard to hear.

Clatter, clang, thud... The sound of chairs being pushed and pulled, the sound of people bumping into cabinets, and the sudden sound of footsteps, at this moment, everyone who heard it was no longer focused on work, immediately rushing in the direction of the sound, and in no time, the room was completely surrounded.

One by one, they eagerly asked, "Fellow Lin, did you win the Pritzker Prize this year?... Professor Lin, was it the Pritzker Prize calling you just now?... What's the situation, can you tell us about it!"

"Yes, just now the Pritzker Prize selection committee called me, notifying me that I have won the 1993 Pritzker Prize, and inviting me to come to Prague, the capital of Czech Republic, to receive the award before next week!" Lin Lou repeated.

"Lin Gong, congratulations, congratulations!" At this moment, Li Qingxi finally reacted and quickly shook hands with Lin Lou. Then Xu Jiaping, Cao Kai, Guo Yigang, and others followed suit. Subconsciously, others queued up behind them, as if they all wanted to shake hands with Lin Lou and share the joy.

Xu Jiaping's mind worked quickly. After shaking hands with everyone, he quickly stopped them, saying, "Lin will definitely make a phone call now. Let's all disperse for now. He will definitely speak to us after he finishes the call!"

"Thank you all. Let's finish work early today and go to the lively gathering at Lao Lizi's place tonight!" Lin Loutuan apologized with clasped hands. After that, everyone left slowly, but no one had the mood to work. Some started making calls, while others hopped on their motorcycles and dashed off. They found it hard to explain over the phone and planned to spread the good news in person.

Lin Lou picked up the phone and called Yu Bingbing, his own parents, Lin Qiao, the in-laws, Director Wu, and others in turn, sharing the good news with them. He didn't leave the phone room until he had notified everyone who needed to be informed. Then he put down the phone and walked into the courtyard, where everyone surrounded him again.

"If I were in Lin's shoes, I would have been overjoyed by now. How can he remain so calm after receiving such a big award?" the crowd commented as they looked at Lin.

Haha, that's because I already knew the result in advance. The excitement has passed long ago. The money spent on the public relations company is not for nothing. With the operation of the public relations company and people like Thomas Watson, as well as Frank Gray's efforts, and the achievements of Lin Lou, there is indeed no room for criticism, so the judges were quickly convinced.

Even the Pritzker family did not oppose this decision. In fact, they provided a certain degree of support because their most important asset is the Hyatt Hotels Group. With Linlou's outstanding talent in high-end hotel design shown in the Moana Project and the Beijing Olympic Sports Center architectural complex, the family naturally wanted to cooperate with Linlou. Therefore, it was only natural to establish a good relationship in advance.

Next, the phone at the firm continued to ring incessantly. As word spread, more and more people began to send their congratulations to Linlou. In faraway Paris, France, Alfonse felt happy and envious of his partner winning the Pritzker Prize. Even Moana's Moi knew that Linlou's award would undoubtedly increase Moana's exposure, which would be a great boon for the development of the local tourism industry.

The young master Ho of Hong Kong also learned about the news through certain channels, so he sent his congratulations and, at the same time, made arrangements for the Hong Kong media to promote it widely. This way, it can not only inspire national pride but also attract more customers to the shopping center designed by him in Linlou.

Lin Lou returned to the telephone room and busied himself with answering calls. He kept at it until Commissioner Wu's car stopped at the entrance of the quadrangle. Then Lin Lou asked Cao Kai to stay and answer the calls for him, and quickly went out to greet Commissioner Wu.

Commissioner Wu arrived in several cars. Not only him, but also several key leaders from the school and department, as well as familiar teachers, all came. After seeing the Lin Building, they couldn't stop smiling. This is the first world-class award in the country, and it was actually awarded to a teacher from our school. It's definitely a great thing.

"Xiao Lin, I once thought that you would eventually win this award, but I didn't expect it to happen so soon!" Commissioner Wu said with great joy, repeatedly praising Lin Lou and holding his hand.

"Professor Lin, congratulations! You've brought great honor to Tsinghua University and China with this achievement!" The president was all smiles. Professor Lin winning the Pritzker Prize not only solidifies Tsinghua's position as the top architecture department in the country but also firmly surpasses the neighboring university. They have never produced a world-class award winner, after all.

"The school's side has already been arranged by me. Such a big celebration must be lively and festive!" The vice principal in charge of general affairs has started to take action, reporting the good news to the higher authorities, displaying banners, and inviting journalists. These are all unavoidable tasks. It's not easy to win a world-class award, so we must definitely celebrate it properly."

Mr. Lin invited them to the living room. While expressing gratitude to Tsinghua for its cultivation and to Commissioner Wu and others for their guidance, he discussed the celebration plan with the school. This would definitely delay him for some time, but thinking that it could inspire students' fighting spirit, boost their confidence, and help him establish his reputation in the architectural field, Mr. Lin didn't feel troubled.

Before long, more people rushed over, including journalists from major media outlets, as well as leaders from the city and government departments. The originally spacious quadrangle suddenly became crowded with the arrival of so many people.

Under the microphone and camera coverage, Lin Lou once again confirmed the good news of winning this year's Pritzker Prize, answering one question after another.

Everyone had a satisfied smile on their faces upon hearing the news. The efforts the media put into it finally paid off, as they all know the position of the Pritzker Prize in the architecture community. They sincerely feel proud and honored that a Chinese architect has received this recognition.

Many leaders have also invited Lin Lou to speak at the conference, telling the story of how he won the Pritzker Prize. In response, Lin Lou could only apologize, saying, "The Pritzker Prize committee has asked me to attend the award ceremony in Prague before next week. I'm afraid I won't have time this week!"

"It's okay, it's okay. We'll just use this time to prepare, and when you come back from Prague, we'll still have the event!" The crowd nodded in understanding.

It was not easy to send these people away. Lin Lou finally took Chairman Wu and others back to the alley to celebrate and have dinner.

In the next few days, Lin Lou began to prepare for the trip to Prague, packing luggage, preparing attire, and then boarding the plane to Prague with Yu Bingbing and several key employees of the firm.
Chapter 597: Award Ceremony

The Pritzker Prize has a unique tradition: except for the first two sessions, the award ceremony is held at different locations each time. The Pritzker Prize committee selects iconic and commemorative landmarks worldwide as the venue for the ceremony. This includes not only contemporary architectural works, but also historical sites and cultural relics. The selected venues are not limited to prestigious architectural works, but also include locations that play important roles in the global political landscape.

The first two Pritzker Prize ceremonies took place at the same location, Dunbarton Oaks in the suburbs of Washington D.C., the capital of the United States. The estate, which was built in 1920, was originally the residence of the Bliss family. Later, they donated the estate to Harvard University to establish the Dunbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection. In 1944, the famous Dunbarton Oaks Conference was held there.

Philip Johnson won the first Pritzker Prize here, while Luis Barragán won the prize in the second year. People originally thought that this would establish a tradition, but it changed in the third year.

In 1981, when James Sterling was awarded, the venue was changed to the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C., United States. It is a museum dedicated to architecture, design, engineering, construction technology, and urban planning, featuring models of 15 world-famous buildings constructed with LEGO bricks. It has also hosted influential exhibitions and installation art in the field of architecture.

The Art Institute of Chicago was the venue for the Pritzker Architecture Prize in both 1982 and 1988. Kevin Roche received the prize in 1982, while Gordon Bunshaft and Oscar Niemeyer were awarded in 1988, marking the first time the prize was given to two recipients.

The art museum was established in 1891, and it is one of the oldest art exhibition halls in the world and one of the top three art museums in the United States today. The main entrance of the art museum faces South Michigan Avenue. The exterior of the museum is in Victorian style. The museum is huge, divided into 10 exhibition halls, and has a collection of over 300,000 items, including sculptures, paintings, prints, sketches, decorative arts from Europe, America, and the East, as well as photography, African art, and art from pre-Columbian America.

In 1983, when Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei won the award, the award ceremony was held at the famous Metropolitan Museum of Art. Located near Central Park in Manhattan, New York City, the Metropolitan Museum of Art is one of the largest and most visited art museums in the world. The main building covers an area of about 8 hectares, with an exhibition area of over 20 hectares. The museum's collection contains over two million works of art.

In 1984, Richard Meier won an award at the National Gallery of Art in the United States, which may have made Ieoh Ming Pei slightly regretful, as if he had won the prize a year later, he could have received the award in a building designed by himself.

In 1985, Hans Hollein received an award at the Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, an educational and research institution established by Henry E. Huntington, located in San Marino, California. In addition to its library function, the institution also exhibits some art collections, mainly British portraits and 18th-century French furniture, as well as several botanical gardens.

The Pritzker Prize, for the first time in 1986, ventured outside the United States to present German architect Gottfried Böhm with the award at the Goldsmiths' Hall in London, UK. The hall is located at the junction of Foster Lane and Gresham Street in the City of London.

In 1987, Kenzo Tange received an award at the Kimbell Art Museum, a classic work by Louis Kahn. The Kimbell Art Museum is located in Fort Worth, Texas, and has become a sacred place for modern architecture enthusiasts. The focus of the design is the natural light element, creating an elegant space that harmonizes perfectly with the artwork it houses.

Two years after Kenzo Tange won the prize, the Pritzker Prize came to his native country, Japan, and awarded the prize to Frank Gehry at Todai-ji Temple. Todai-ji Temple is the head temple of the Kegon sect in Japan. Also known as the Great Kegon Temple and the Four Heavenly Kings Temple of the Golden Light, it is located in the east of Nara and is one of the Seven Great Temples of Nanto. It has a history of more than 1,200 years and is the largest wooden building in the world today.

The establishment of Todai-ji originated from Empress Wu Zetian's construction of the Tianwang Hall in Zimweicheng, Luoyang, and the carving of the Great Buddha of Lu She Na in the Longmen Grottoes. In the 12th year of the Tenpyo era (740 AD), under the persuasion of Empress Komyo, Emperor Shomu made a vow to "build it as a dedication".

In 1990, the Italian architect Aldo Rossi was fortunate to receive his award in his own country. The awards ceremony that year was held at the Palazzo Grassi in Venice, which has a magnificent marble façade. The 18th-century palace is located on the Grand Canal in Venice and is an example of neoclassical architecture, known for housing a rich collection of contemporary art.

When Lin Lou participated in the Venice Architecture Biennale, he also visited and left behind several hand-drawn works. This building left a deep impression on him.

In 2012, another lucky winner from his own country emerged. Chinese architect Wang Shu received the award at the Great Hall of the People.

In 1991, Robert Venturi came to the Iturbide Palace in Mexico to receive an award. The palace is a large classical palace located at 17 Madro Street in Mexico City, and was built by Count Sante Matteo Valparaíso as a wedding gift for his daughter.

The facade of this Mexican Baroque-style building is decorated with carved stone, featuring geometric patterns, such as flowers, little mermaids, and elegant male figures. Inside, the porch has an arched roof with a strong Italian style.

The award ceremony returned to the United States last year. Álvaro Siza received the award at the Harold Washington Library Center in Chicago, which is the core of the Chicago Public Library system. The library's auditorium is sponsored by the Pritzker family, making it a fitting venue for the award presentation.

And this year's award ceremony will be held at Prague Castle in the Czech Republic, where the Bohemian kings, Holy Roman Emperors, and presidents of Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic have worked. It is home to the crown of the Kingdom of Bohemia. Prague Castle is the largest ancient castle in the world, covering an area of 70,000 square meters, with a length of 570 meters and an average width of about 130 meters.

Originally, Kenzo Tange was supposed to be the second Japanese architect to win this award, followed by Tadao Ando, Kazuyo Sejima, Ryue Nishizawa, Toyo Ito, Shigeru Ban, and Shun Kishimoto, making Japan and the United States tied for the most recipients of this award. However, now it has been usurped by Lin Lou.

After that, the Pritzker Prize has been held in several famous buildings to host the awards ceremony. For example, in 1995, Tadao Ando and in 2019, Arata Isozaki received the award at the Palace of Versailles; in 1997, Sverre Fehn received the award at Frank Gehry's Guggenheim Museum Bilbao; Renzo Piano received the award at the White House in 1998; Norman Foster received the award at the Berlin National Museum in 1999; and Zaha Hadid received the award at the Winter Palace in Moscow in 2004.

In 2005, Tom Main received an award at the Jay Pritzker Pavilion, which was again designed by Frank Gehry; in 2007, Richard Rogers received an award at the White House Banquet Hall in London; in 2009, Peter Zumthor received an award at the Palacio San Martín in Argentina; and in 2013, when Toyo Ito won the award, it was within the work of I.M. Pei, this time at the Kennedy Library.

The award ceremony in 2015 was quite special. The winner, Frey Otto, learned of his award but passed away before the ceremony took place. The venue for this award was once again Frank Gehry's work— the Miami New World Center.

After the plane landed, the organizing committee received Lin and his team and took them to their accommodation to rest. Since Lin arrived relatively early, he had time to tour the beautiful scenery of Prague the next day.

Because of Jay Chou's song, Linlou naturally wanted to take a stroll at Prague Square. He hummed the song while searching for the beautiful scenery mentioned in the lyrics. Meanwhile, Yubingbing thought of Milan Kundera, who is perhaps the most well-known Czech figure in China at present.

Unlike Milan Kundera, Linlou is much luckier. He never won the Nobel Prize for Literature, but now he is about to receive the highest award in the field of architecture, the Pritzker Prize.

After visiting Prague Square, continue to Prague Castle for further exploration. The castle was built in the 9th century and has been renovated, decorated, and improved by domestic and foreign architects and artists. It showcases the artistic essence of various historical periods and features architectural styles such as Romanesque, Gothic, Baroque, and Renaissance.

For an architect, this is really great. Lin Lou walked around and left behind many hand-drawn works, as well as taking a lot of photos. Cao Kai, Li Qingxi, and others are the same. Visiting this building can help them deepen their understanding of the architectural styles of various periods in Europe, and it is also a rare opportunity for improvement.

In the evening, a banquet was held at Prague Castle, and Czech President Havel attended the banquet and welcomed Lin Lou with a handshake, which left Lin Lou feeling regretful.

Vaclav Havel may be an excellent writer, but he is not a qualified politician. During his presidency in Czech Republic, he led the country, which had a decent industrial base, to gradually lose its market competitiveness.

However, many Western leaders seem to admire him. US President George W. Bush praised, "For me, Havel is a symbol of freedom."

German Chancellor Merkel praised him after his death, "His struggle for freedom and democracy is as unforgettable as his great personality."

British Prime Minister Cameron closely followed, “He devoted his life to the freedom of mankind. His enemies have been trying to defeat and silence him for many years, but they never succeeded.”

It seems that leaders in Western countries all hope that there could be more leaders in the world like Javier and Mandela, so their work would be much easier.

The next day, the award ceremony proceeded as scheduled. Mr. Pritzker took the stage to deliver the award speech: "The discussion of the proper relationship between the past and the present is a key issue today, as China's current urbanization process is sparking a debate on whether architecture should be based on tradition or solely oriented towards the future. Like all great architecture, Mr. Lin's work is able to transcend the debate and evolve into something rooted in its historical context, timeless, and globally significant."

"He has created countless imaginative, vibrant, and unprecedented spaces and structures. He has also created new knowledge. His profound influence lies not in simple replication of form, but in the path he explored and discovered through research, ultimately determining a new unprecedented architectural form. His works are not just architecture, but also ideas..."

Amidst the applause of the audience, Mr. Lin took the stage and received a medal with the image of Louis Sullivan and the words "firm, practical, delightful," a $100,000 check, and an award certificate from Mr. Pritzker.

After thanking Mr. Pritzker, Linlou began to deliver his acceptance speech, "Respected President Javier, respected Mr. and Mrs. Pritzker, respected Mr. Carter-Brown and all members of the jury, respected guests present…"

"Receiving this award is somewhat unexpected for me, because although I have produced some works, I am still quite young. It seems that in the history of the Pritzker Prize, they have never awarded an architect of my age before!" Lin Lou said as she held up the certificate.

Laughter erupted from the audience. Indeed, for an architect, starting the career at the age of 30 is considered relatively late. Most architects have to learn from their predecessors, and only a few can independently design projects. Not to mention winning the Pritzker Prize. However, Lin Lou happened to be an exception.

Although he is only 30 years old, he has been working in the industry for twelve years. From the early courtyard renovation projects, Xiangshan Hotel project, to later projects such as the International Airport in the capital of Latvia, Beijing Olympic Center, Haidong Provincial Museum, and the Moana Tourism project, he has brought many surprises to the international architectural community. His ability to win awards is well-deserved.

"As the first Chinese architect to receive this award, I feel deeply honored. As a young architect, I must say that I am grateful for this extraordinary era. It is the tremendous development and unprecedented openness of China in this era that have given me, as an architect, so many opportunities for architectural experiments in such a short period of time. I would like to express special thanks to my wife, my partners, and all the people who have helped me. I see some of them sitting here today, and I am very grateful to them."

Applause resounded once again. Yu Bingbing's eyes were already moist in the audience, and Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, Feng Shaoping, Cao Kai and others even had red eyes, applauding desperately, feeling genuinely happy for Lin Lou, and also for themselves.

The reporter from Xinhua News Agency recorded this precious scene.
Chapter 598: Returning in Triumph

"So far, my architectural design activities have not only taken place in China, but also in Africa, Europe, North America, and the Pacific Ocean. The issues involved are not limited to China. In the past few decades, the architectural field has undergone tremendous changes, especially the spread of modernist architecture at an unprecedented speed in human history worldwide, bringing more comfortable living spaces and convenient public activity spaces to the world."

"However, this has also led to the gradual disappearance of the unique architectural styles that were rich in regional cultural characteristics from history. This is undoubtedly regrettable for architects. While modernist architecture is practical and beautiful, the world was originally meant to be diverse! Yet, from the perspective of various factors such as construction costs and living comfort, we have no reason to ask these residents to move out of more advanced modern buildings and return to bamboo huts, stone houses, or old-fashioned wooden houses."

"This brings a new challenge to architects, that is, how to preserve rich and diverse regional cultures while conforming to the development of architectural technology. Before this, outstanding architects such as Mr. Alvaro Siza, Mr. Robert Venturi, and Mr. Ieoh Ming Pei have made some attempts."

"I come from a country with a long history. In Chinese history, there is a splendid architectural culture from which I can draw nourishment. At the same time, in the era of my birth and growth, China was undergoing its own process of urbanization. Due to the constraints of the times, during my formative years, my living environment was never quite comfortable, with dilapidated and cramped housing. These two entirely different experiences have shaped the person I am today."

"Since childhood, I have been immersed in the rich history and architectural culture. In the villages and cities where I live, one can easily see buildings that are several hundred or even thousands of years old. These experiences have deeply embedded my love for traditional architecture. Meanwhile, the poor living conditions have made me eager for the use of technology to bring a more comfortable living experience."

"After entering the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, with the help of Chairman Wu and several other teachers, I deepened my understanding of architecture and began to try to integrate these two ways of thinking in order to achieve my long-cherished wish—bringing people a better living experience while preserving the unique cultural characteristics of each region!"

"Later, Mr. I. M. Pei came to China, and I had the honor to participate in the design of the Fragrant Hill Hotel. I benefited a lot from Mr. I. M. Pei, and as the Fragrant Hill Hotel project was completed, my idea of building my own architectural concept began to mature, and I made a series of attempts."

"Through the trials of the Xiangjiang Hilltop Club, the Linzhou University Library, and other projects, my architectural concept gradually matured and began to look beyond traditional Chinese architecture to regional cultures. I designed the new flagship store for Pierre Cardin in Paris, the Sanggu Stadium in Uridi, and the Capital International Airport in Latvia..."

"These experiences have made me realize that architectural cultures around the world have their own unique charm. This is the precious wealth bestowed upon us by history as architects, and we have a responsibility to promote and develop these cultures. At the same time, these experiences have matured my architectural design philosophy, leading to the Hai Dong Provincial Museum project!"

"I was born and raised in Haidong, and have a deep love for the tulou and dazuo of Haidong. It is my greatest honor as an architect to be able to design a museum with the culture of my hometown as the main theme in my lifetime. Winning the Pritzker Prize with this work brings me even more joy."

"Because this has made me realize that my architectural concept has been recognized by many people. Many architects, like me, will also start to try to integrate different architectural cultures from around the world with the latest technological achievements. While bringing a better living experience to the local people, they will also allow these ancient cultures to shine with new brilliance."

"Thank you once again to all the distinguished guests present. My career in architecture will continue for a long time, and I hope to produce more outstanding works in the future to give back to those who support and trust me. Thank you!" With the end of the speech, the audience once again erupted into warm applause, and Lin Lou returned to his seat under the gaze of the crowd.

Everyone looked eagerly at the medals and certificates in his hands, but the $100,000 check went unnoticed. Li Qingxi, Xu Jiaping, and others knew their limits and didn't dare to hope for a Pritzker Prize. However, Cao Kai's eyes were shining with possibility; he is still young, and anything is possible.

After the awards ceremony, there was a banquet. Many architectural masters who had only heard of each other but had not interacted before came to greet Lin Lou at the banquet. They engaged in enthusiastic discussions about each other's works and architectural design concepts. Reporters walked among the crowd, hoping to glean some useful information from them.

After returning to the hotel, Lin began calling his family and school; they were all waiting for his good news. The journalist from Xinhua News Agency sent the news report back overnight.

And then, the name of Lin Lou appeared again on the evening news, "Our country's young architect comrade Lin Lou has won the highest award in the international architecture community - the Pritzker Prize..."

"At 2:00 am Beijing time today, which is 7:00 pm local time, a grand award ceremony was held in the capital of Czechoslovakia, Prague, where the Pritzker Prize committee awarded the Pritzker Prize to our young architect comrade, Lin Lou. Czechoslovakian President Havel and other distinguished guests attended the award ceremony..."

"The Pritzker Prize is the highest award in the international architecture field, established in 1979 to annually honor a living architect for demonstrating exceptional qualities of talent, imagination, and responsibility in architectural design, as well as making lasting and significant contributions to the built environment and humanity through the art of architecture..."

"Before this, fifteen renowned architects from around the world have received this award, including the famous Chinese architect Mr. I.M. Pei. Lin Lou is the first Chinese citizen to receive this award."

"Hey, Professor Lin totally nailed it this time!" Everyone at the Tsinghua cafeteria eagerly watched the TV. At this moment, they couldn't even bother to eat, feeling proud of their senior.

"Haha, do you know why my house is so comfortable to live in? It's because it was designed by Professor Lin!" In the Linzhou educational system's residential building, every resident feels proud and satisfied.

In the family housing complex of the foreign trade system in Haidong Province, Lin Shengbin's house was already packed to the brim, even the hallway was blocked. Not only did colleagues, relatives, and friends from the unit come, but also leaders from the province and a large number of journalists from major media outlets, so their acquaintances could only stay outside.

"Lao Lin, Teacher Jiang, you two have raised a good son!" When I saw the photos of Haixi Province Museum and Lin Lou's speech mentioned the Haixi Province Museum, the leaders in the province were so happy. This time, the name of the Haixi Province Museum is known all over the world. It was really worth it to invite Lin Lou to help design this museum!

In Fragrant Harbour, Master Huo and Mr. Huo are also watching television. Master Huo, in his excitement, does not forget to take advantage of this opportunity to promote the news, and wants the major media in Fragrant Harbour to report on it, along with a large picture of their own shopping center. They also emphasize that this is the work of a Pulitzer Prize winner, and they expect it will definitely attract a wave of customers.

"Everyone at the time was trying to persuade me to just give the trophy and the prize money to Mr. Lin, and said that it was not appropriate for a twenty-year-old young man to design such an important project! But I insisted that the most important thing in business is integrity. Since I had promised to invite the first place winner to help me with the design when hosting the competition, I had to follow through on my promise! Now the fact has proved that my choice was not wrong. The club has become a landmark building in Hong Kong!" The owner of the Peak Club boasted about the wise decision he made in the past while holding a wine glass.

"Lao Yu, your nephew-in-law is really impressive! This time he has made us Chinese people proud!" In Shanghai, several leaders began to congratulate Yu Jichuan, "We will need your nephew-in-law to put in more effort for our future planning. If he can win a major international award like the Haikou Provincial Museum, that would be even better."

A prominent message on the big screen at Riga International Airport congratulates Mr. Linlou, the designer of the airport, on winning the highest award in the international architecture industry - the Pritzker Prize!

At the Saint-Denis Stadium in Utrecht, at the new flagship store in Paris La Defense Piel Cardin, at the Beijing Olympic Sports Center, in the teaching building of the Hochschule fur Kunst Education, in a museum in Berlin, in the office building of the Shanghai Youth Federation, at Moana's airport, hotel, and resort... On these works designed by Linlou, either large screens are used or banners are hanging, all celebrating Linlou's winning the highest award in the architectural industry.

Tsinghua University, Nanjiang No.2 Middle School, Nanjiang No.3 Elementary School, Qianhu Village Elementary School... These are the schools Lin Lou once attended, and eye-catching banners have been displayed. Reporters from different media outlets have flocked to these schools, seeking inspiring stories from the teachers or Lin Lou's old classmates to feature in their own media.

The next day, the Czech side still wanted to persuade Lin Lou to stay, but they wanted to return to their home country as quickly as possible to share the good news with everyone, so they politely bid farewell. As for their colleagues in the architectural field, there was no need to worry, as the global architects' conference was about to be held soon, and everyone could meet in Chicago at that time.

"Mr. Lin, if you have time, I would like to visit China to see your works and have a more in-depth communication with you!" Many architects are also interested in Mr. Lin's works and architectural concepts, so they exchanged contact information and prepared to visit Beijing.

"Welcome very much!" Lin naturally welcomed this. Not only can we exchange ideas and collide inspiration, but we can also invite them to give a speech at Tsinghua University, so that students in the architecture department can access the latest architectural design concepts. This is a win-win situation.

After several connecting flights, Linlou returned to Beijing. Just as he unbuckled his seatbelt, he heard a chorus of "Welcome, welcome, warm welcome" coming from below. Then, a flight attendant politely stopped other passengers and invited Linlou to be the first one to disembark. As he walked out of the cabin door and stood at the top of the gangway, he saw a group of primary school students standing in a neat line, waving flowers to welcome his return.

In front of us, there is a banner that reads, "Welcome back Professor Lin Lou, the recipient of the highest international architecture award Pritzker Prize!" The students look on with curiosity and admiration, gazing at Lin Lou above them. Beside them are teachers from Tsinghua University like Member Wu, Academician Guan, as well as familiar leaders such as Gu Weimin and Liu Tong.

Linlou walked down quickly, repeatedly apologizing while shaking hands with Commissioner Wu. "I'm your student, you came to pick me up. I should have been more considerate!"

"Haha, this is the Pritzker Prize! In the future, if anyone in the domestic architecture industry can win this award, I will personally come to receive them!" Member Wu laughed heartily, he was really happy today.

"Professor Lin, congratulations!" Gu Weimin, Liu Tong, and others all offered their congratulations, "On behalf of the State Council/Beijing, we welcome Professor Lin back with honor."

They lingered at the airport for quite a while before finally getting into the car and leaving. When they arrived at the gate of Tsinghua University, they were once again greeted with the same warm welcome, but this time by the students of Tsinghua University. There were also many students from other schools who came to watch at the gate, and even students from Tianjin hurried over.

This is the first winner of the highest award in the industry worldwide. It's worth running back and forth just to catch a glimpse, isn't it? Especially for the students in the architecture department. They used to hear various stories about Lin Building and felt admiration. However, they always felt that something was missing. Now, after winning this award, in their hearts, Lin Building can finally be compared to masters like Le Corbusier and Louis Kahn mentioned in textbooks.

"Wow, Professor Lin, this time you have brought great honor to our country and our Tsinghua University!" The president came to the school gate with a flushed face to welcome Professor Lin.

"Professor Lin, please talk about something for us! We want to hear you speak!" I don't know who shouted first, but then everyone's voices joined in, "Professor Lin, please talk about something!"

"Professor Lin, our auditorium is ready. Shall we go and give the lecture?" The vice president in charge of publicity, panting with sweat, squeezed through and said.

"The auditorium can accommodate how many people? Let's have the lecture here! We all want to listen!" These students from both our school and other schools did not agree.

Seeing how excited they were, Linlou knew that they wouldn't let him leave unless he said something. So the school quickly brought equipment, fixed the connection, and handed Linlou the microphone.

Linlou picked up the microphone, looked around at everyone, and then started speaking.
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"Dear teachers, dear fellow students, I am very honored to have been born in China!" Lin Lou's words surprised everyone, as it was the peak of the trend to go abroad. Everyone had already reached the extreme in reflecting on China's poverty and backwardness. It seemed very unbelievable for someone to feel honored to have been born in China.

"Throughout its long history, China has held the leading position in almost every field, including military, technology, culture, and others. This naturally includes architecture, from which I have drawn sufficient nourishment from traditional Chinese architectural culture to achieve what I have today."

"Five thousand years ago, like the Egyptians, we faced floods; four thousand years ago, we played with bronze objects like the ancient Babylonians; three thousand years ago, we contemplated philosophy like the Greeks; two thousand years ago, we waged wars like the Romans; a thousand years ago, we were as prosperous as the Arabs. For five thousand years, we have been playing on the chessboard of the world, while the players across from us have changed several times!" Lin Lou felt that this passage was particularly fitting at this moment.

"Indeed, after entering into modern times, we have encountered some troubles and gradually fallen behind. But similar situations have occurred in history as well; there was the siege of Bai Diang during the early Han Dynasty, the alliance at the Wei River during the early Tang Dynasty, and the difficulties at Yashan during the late Song Dynasty. However, our Chinese nation has overcome these challenges. Wei and Huo defended against the barbarians, Duke Li Wei swept through the Yin Mountains, and Zhu Yuanzhang, a commoner from the region south of the Huai River, rose in rebellion. Our Chinese nation still stands at the pinnacle of the world... Can we not accomplish what our ancestors once did?"

"It doesn't matter if we fall behind, we can catch up slowly. If we can't do it in ten years, then twenty years. If not in twenty years, then thirty years..." Who would have thought that thirty years later, the once admired United States is already in decline, while China, which has just entered the top ten in global GDP, has surged to second place?"

"The same is true for the architecture industry, as well as the physics, chemistry, computer science, and other fields. I believe that in the future, there will definitely be more Chinese people standing on the world's highest podium. I look forward to the day when I see all of you on this podium. Thank you, everyone!" Lin said briefly, ending the speech.

There was a moment of silence on the scene, and then thunderous applause broke out. In this day and age, we all really need this kind of encouragement! Although everyone longs for the beauty of America, many people present have plans to study in the United States and have thought about staying there. But who doesn't want their hometown and their motherland to become better?

The students gathered at the gate of Tsinghua University gradually dispersed, but the schedule for today's events for Lin Building had not yet finished. Accompanied by the president and Commissioner Wu, Lin Building arrived at the school's largest auditorium to display the Pritzker Prize certificate and medal. The school's journalists took photographs, which would be displayed in the school's honor room in the most prominent position.

After a busy day, Linlou finally returned to the alley, but still could not rest. Relatives and friends who came after hearing the news, as well as reporters from major media outlets, all arrived. Fortunately, Linlou's courtyard was spacious, otherwise with so many people, there would not have been enough standing space. It wasn't until late at night, after everyone gradually dispersed, that Linlou was finally able to rest.

The next day, the tide of momentum had not yet ended. The court came to find him to produce a special program, and major newspapers came to interview him. Lin spent three full days dealing with these people, and didn't even have the opportunity to go to work at the courtyard. By the fourth day, when someone else came, Lin could not hold on.

"Oh my, I'm really sorry. The International Architects' Conference is about to be held in Chicago, USA, and I have to focus all my energy on preparing my speech. I won't be able to continue with the interviews, I'm really sorry!" Lin Lou could only use the excuse of the World Architects Conference to fend off the reporters.

Tsinghua University also hopes that Lin and Wu can bring greater surprises to architects around the world at this conference, so they have arranged for staff to help Lin block the reporters. This barely allowed Lin to return to the quadrangle and resume his work.

After returning to the quadrangle courtyard, I first sorted out the recent work, selected some suitable projects from the candidate list to sign new contracts, checked the latest progress of the Pudong and special zone planning schemes, and provided modification suggestions; checked the latest progress of various architectural design projects, and also provided modification suggestions.

After finishing these tasks, Lin Lou finally found time to meet with Commissioner Wu to continue discussing the speech for the World Architects Congress in Chicago. After careful preparation, he left Beijing once again to fly to Chicago with Commissioner Wu and others, preparing to attend this year's World Architects Congress.

After arriving in Chicago, Lin accompanied Commissioner Wu to meet with the organizers of the conference to discuss the details of the speech. Then, taking advantage of the conference not yet officially starting, they went to the United Center to watch a game of the Bulls. It was the final year of Jordan's first three consecutive championships, and it was an opportunity that couldn't be missed to see Jordan at the peak of his performance.

After watching the game, the meeting officially began. Architects from around the world gathered in Chicago to discuss various issues in the fields of architecture, urban planning, and landscaping. Some of the speeches were truly inspiring. While listening to the speeches, we also communicated with architects from around the world. Finally, it was time for Lin's lecture.

"Respected members of the organizing committee, esteemed guests, I am Linlou from Tsinghua University in China. It is truly an honor for me to have this opportunity to present Mr. Wu's and my own ideas before architects from around the world. Due to Mr. Wu's age, I will be delivering the speech on his behalf, as reiterated by Linlou in his opening remarks."

On the PPT, Wu's name is clearly written and placed in front of Lin's. After the opening remarks, the speech officially begins, "The topic of my speech this time is 'The Future of Architecture at the Turn of the Century.'"

The topic is exactly the same as the speech given by Commissioner Wu at the Global Architects Conference in Beijing. It is now 1993, and referring to it as the turn of the century is not a big problem. At present, there is more than just Linlou for looking forward to the next world.

"In the Chinese Tao Te Ching, there is a phrase, 'The movement of the Dao is to return.' This means that reviewing and summarizing the past is helpful in understanding the truth and inspiring the future. Now, we are about to cross the threshold of a thousand years and enter a new century. Although it might be difficult for us to conduct a broad and profound 'millennial reflection' for the time being, it is still possible and necessary to explore the development of architecture over the past century, to soberly understand the past and present situations, and to see the path for the future. This is also the solemn and arduous historical mission undertaken by the 18th International Union of Architects Congress."

"The 20th century was a great and progressive era in the history of human development, and architecture also made its mark in a unique way. Industrialization created tremendous wealth for humanity, and technological and artistic innovation led to a rich array of architectural designs. Whether in peaceful construction or in healing the wounds of war, architects have benefited the public, achieved excellence, and had a profound significance."

"In the 20th century, the use of new technologies, new materials, and new equipment led to the emergence of new types of buildings driven by the needs of society. In the 20th century, many architectural masters emerged, full of sensitivity and creativity towards new things, leading the way in various fields and bringing a new dimension to the world of human life. In the 20th century, masterpieces of architecture were widely spread, leaving a 'milestone' in every corner of the earth." At the beginning of the speech, Lin Lou reviewed the development of architecture in the 20th century.

Then it talked about cities, "Cities are gradually formed human cultural entities, representing the most complex functions and technologies; humans gather in cities to improve their lives, promote science and culture, and enhance productivity; in the 19th century, cities became hotbeds for various physical and social diseases; entering the 20th century, the splendor of metropolises became dazzling, cities experienced significant development, and urban populations rapidly increased, by the end of this century, they will reach half of the global population, three times the world population growth rate."

Next, various theories, "modern architecture, modern urban planning, and modern landscaping all began to take shape at the beginning of this century." Nowadays, there are various schools of thought, active thinking, and a profusion of ideas, making it overwhelming. Throughout human history, subjective judgments have always been the dominant factor in architectural and urban design, but in the 20th century, it has given way to scientific methods and rational thinking. Modern architecture challenges the classical schools with its functionalism, although its subsequent drawbacks and limitations have gradually been exposed. Nevertheless, its accomplishments should not be overlooked. The brilliant architecture literature is extensive, and it is worth a serious summary of the process, achievements, experiences, and lessons of 20th-century architectural development.

After talking about achievements, it's time to talk about regrets. "The construction and development in the 20th century still have flaws, and the world is not entirely beautiful. War, destruction, and peace building are taking turns, not only destroying the built environment, but also cruelly damaging the natural environment on which human survival depends. As we enter the second half of the 20th century, a crisis in architectural development is imminent. Faced with the exploding world population, the encroachment on forests and farmland, and the deteriorating environmental quality, environmental disasters are threatening humanity. How will architects contribute to the survival and reproduction of humanity through the development of human habitats?"

"The globalization of technology and production methods has led to a separation between people and traditional regions, causing the gradual decline of regional cultural characteristics. Standardized commodity production has made architectural environments increasingly homogenized, leading to mediocre design and the stifling of architectural cultural diversity. How should architects confront this dilemma?"

"We stand at a crossroads, faced with numerous challenges, but this does not mean we are lost. With the development of the times, new ideas and trends continue to emerge, providing us with opportunities to explore the future and indicating the direction of future development."

After summarizing the results and raising questions, the next natural step is to discuss the solutions, which is also the crux of this speech: "Today, the concept of sustainable development has become well-known to everyone, and architects' understanding of nature is deepening. In their designs, they are increasingly focusing on harmonious coexistence with nature."

"And begin to use ecological design methods to bring about a change in design concepts, such as fully utilizing solar energy, making full use of natural wind, and so on; of course, this is just the beginning, the concept of sustainable development will inevitably have a more profound impact in planning and design in the future..."

"We are also pleased to see that in various regions around the world, more and more architects are realizing the shortcomings of modernism and are beginning to draw inspiration from regional cultures. We advocate the appreciation of all cultural achievements in human history and explore new paths from various perspectives without prejudice, protecting the diversity of regional cultures as we protect biodiversity."

Lin Lou is giving a speech on stage, and thousands of architects from different countries around the world are attentively listening. Some of them have already read parts of "The General Theory of Architecture," while others are hearing these theories for the first time. There are also those who have had similar vague ideas but have not been able to clearly articulate them.

No matter what kind of architect it is, having the opportunity to listen to Lin Lou systematically expound this kind of concept is also a rare opportunity for them. If at the beginning, some people might underestimate Lin Lou because of his age, but after knowing his identity as a Pritzker Prize winner, and after listening to some of his speeches, they have to admit that he is indeed a genius. His understanding and knowledge of architecture are truly above the vast majority of people on the scene, and worthy of careful study.

Delegate Wu and other Chinese representatives smiled as they were excited to have a Chinese architect speak at such an important event.

Lin Lou's speech was very long, with over a hundred slides in the PowerPoint presentation. The slides contained text in both Chinese and English, as well as various illustrations, clearly highlighting the key points of the speech and making it easy for the audience to grasp the main ideas.

So over an hour passed, and the audience below remained engrossed in listening; then a brief break was taken, allowing them to use the restroom and step outside for a smoke.

Returning to continue listening to Lin's lecture, he continued to elaborate on the various theories of "General Architecture," making these theories clear to them.

After the speech ended, the applause continued for a long time. When the host announced that questions could be asked, countless arms were raised. Architects from different countries rushed to ask questions to Lin Lou in different languages. Lin Lou invited Commissioner Wu to join him on the stage to answer their questions and engage in more detailed communication.

As the communication deepened, these architects increasingly recognized their theories, and believed that the "Athens Charter" and "Machu Picchu Charter" can no longer meet the needs of today. Architects urgently need new theories to solve the problems they are facing, so a new charter has emerged.
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The new constitution jointly drafted by Commissioners Wu and Lin Lou was unanimously passed at the conference, and following the tradition of the International Architectural Conference, it was named the "Chicago Charter." The "Chicago Charter" summarizes the development of architecture over the past century and, based on the analysis and integration of the history and reality, theory and practice, achievements and problems of the 20th century, as well as various new ideas and viewpoints, looks forward to the direction of architectural studies in the 21st century.

This charter is widely recognized in the architectural community as an important guiding document for the development of 21st century architecture, marking the general architectural and human habitat theories of Wu and Lin being widely accepted and respected by architects worldwide, thus reversing the long-standing dominance of Western architectural theory.

The translation work for "General Architecture" in various languages has been completed at this point. Prompt publishers have swiftly brought the published books to the scene, with most participating architects buying two copies. One is naturally the Chinese original version, while the other is chosen based on their respective countries, such as the English version, French version, or Japanese version.

Many people even came with books to ask for the signatures of Deputy Wu and Mr. Lin, expressing their gratitude for guiding the development of future architecture and urban planning.

After they returned home with honors, they received a warm welcome and extensive media coverage. To ordinary people, it may seem like just another speech without receiving any awards, and therefore not very important. However, in the eyes of industry professionals, this speech is considered more meaningful than Lin's winning of the Pritzker Prize.

The award for Lin's building is just a recognition of his outstanding past work, merely a personal achievement. The adoption of the "Chicago Charter" signifies the end of the Western world's monopoly on architectural theory, and Chinese architects now have the opportunity to overtake others on the inside track. This is a collective victory.

The subsequent reports and commendations are naturally indispensable, but Lin's consecutive outstanding achievements on the international stage have also left some people in a dilemma. In the meeting room of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, a group of people frown as they look at the documents in their hands. It took a long time before someone finally asked, "So, should we add Lin to the list of candidates or not?"

Shortly after the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Chinese Academy of Sciences was also established, and the academic departments and their committees were set up to select members of the academic departments in various disciplines. In 1956, there was an additional increase; after the turmoil ended, supplementary work began in 1979, and was completed in 1981, adding a total of 283 new members, bringing the total number of members to 400. It was at this time that Member Wu entered the Chinese Academy of Sciences as a member of an academic department.

There were divergent views on the issue of changing the title of "Academician" for members of the academic department, which led to the suspension of the selection process for new members. However, as time passed, the existing members of the academic department grew older, leading to an increasingly serious problem of aging. By 1990, the average age of the 322 members had exceeded 75 years old.

Qian Sanqiang wrote a letter to the State Council requesting to increase the number of academic department members, and his request was approved. It was decided to add approximately 200 new department members. In order to ensure that outstanding young and middle-aged science and technology experts who meet the requirements are included in the ranks of department members, the "method for increasing elections" specifies that the formal list of candidates in each department should include at least one-third of individuals under the age of 60. It was also approved to hold elections every two years in the future, gradually institutionalizing and standardizing the process. It is planned that by the year 2000, the total number of department members will not be less than 750, and the department members will be changed to academicians.

Currently, we are in the stage of recommendation, preliminary selection, and review of the list of candidates for new academicians. This process involves over 300 members of the academic divisions, 43 government departments, 26 provincial and municipal autonomous regions, a total of 169 research institutions, 181 higher education institutions, and nearly 100 primary academic societies. They have submitted thousands of names for recommendation and preliminary selection, which will be reviewed to select eligible candidates. From these candidates, the final list of new academicians will be chosen.

Among the other candidates, although there are some controversies, none have caused as much controversy as this name has. The issue of this candidate has been discussed for a long time, but a consensus has not yet been reached.

"I still hold the same opinion. Since it has been clearly stipulated in our selection criteria that any researcher, professor, or scholar with Chinese nationality who has made systematic and creative achievements and significant contributions in the field of science and technology, and who loves the motherland and maintains high academic standards, can be recommended and elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, then we should follow the regulations!"

"Lou Lin, though young, has long been one of the world's top architects and planners. Not only has he completed several major works, but he has also written numerous academic works and high-quality papers, making a significant contribution to the development of architectural and planning undertakings in our country. Not long ago, he even received the highest award in the field of architecture—the Pritzker Prize. Furthermore, he delivered a groundbreaking speech at the International Architects Conference, guiding the future direction of development in the field of architectural planning. If a person of such caliber cannot make the cut, then what does that say?" boldly declared a scholar in support of Lou Lin.

"Yes, exactly. It's like when a scholar receives the Nobel Prize in Physics/Chemistry/Medicine. If scientists of this caliber are not academicians, what's the significance for the rest of us?" Someone expressed their support.

"The statement isn't entirely accurate. Even if one were to receive the Nobel Prize, it may not necessarily fully align with our requirements, right? Furthermore, there are differences between the Pritzker Prize and the Nobel Prize." There were also opposing views expressed. Although surprising, his words do make sense, as the Nobel Prize recognizes a particular breakthrough rather than endorsing the comprehensive abilities of the recipient.

China does not have a Nobel Prize winner yet, but looking at other countries, Madame Curie, who won the Nobel Prize twice, was not elected as a member of the French Academy of Sciences even though she was buried in the Panthéon. It is said that she was not elected because the Academy considered her knowledge to be insufficient. The extraction and discovery of radium and polonium is actually not much more complicated than stoking a fire.

Looking back, from 2002 to 2016, a total of six Nobel Physics Prize winners in the United States were not members of the National Academy of Sciences; Shuji Nakamura, who invented blue LED, is also not a member of the Japan Academy of Sciences; the same goes for Ms. Tu Youyou from China.

There is no denying that from Nakamura Shuji to Ms. Tu Youyou, they have all made outstanding contributions to the development of human technology. However, this does not mean that they are automatically qualified to be elected as academicians.

Being elected as an academician means entering the core group of national power, having a certain degree of discourse power in major scientific decision-making, and it requires candidates to possess solid scientific literacy and unquestionable authority in their field. The country elects you into the Academy of Sciences to serve the nation, provide counsel and have the ability and energy to fulfill this work, in order to ensure that China's scientific development is on the right path.

Ms. Tu Youyou failed to be elected as an academician for three main reasons. Firstly, artemisinin is the collective result of public relations, and although she played a crucial role, it is not solely her achievement. Secondly, since the discovery of artemisinin, her academic career has not yielded any other significant research achievements, thus not reaffirming her academic ability. Thirdly, Ms. Tu was 85 years old when she received the award, an age that is obviously not suitable for fulfilling the duties of an academician. Even if she were elected, it would have little meaning. Of course, this will not cause any loss to Ms. Tu Youyou.

As for the other representative figure frequently used to attack the academicians system, Mr. Yuan is similar in some ways. His contributions are indeed outstanding, but his research leans more toward technology, whereas the Chinese Academy of Sciences leans more toward science. Fortunately, this regret was remedied when the Academy of Engineering was established in the future, and Mr. Yuan was elected as the first member of the Academy of Engineering.

As for the difference between the Pritzker Prize and the Nobel Prize, what he wants to express is actually a question of whether architecture belongs to science or technology. In general, architecture is more often classified under the field of engineering technology.

This can be seen from the distribution of academicians in the architecture field in the future. After the 2015 addition, there were a total of nineteen academicians in the field of architecture, including only four academicians from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Wu, Qi, Peng, and Zheng, while the other fifteen, including Guan, Fu, and Zhang, are academicians of the Chinese Academy of Engineering.

And now the Engineering Academy is still being prepared. His intention is for Lin to wait and join the Engineering Academy later, as for the Academy of Sciences, that can be discussed later.

"The achievements of Lin in theoretical research are sufficient to prove his academic ability, and Commissioner Wu has been a member of the academic department for a long time. Moreover, when Professor Zheng Shiling from Tongji University was on the list of candidates, why didn't you oppose it?" The second reason was also bluntly rebutted.

“So, which specific requirement do you feel Linlou does not meet? Let’s discuss it thoroughly!” supported the person who was in favor of Linlou. The issues faced by Linlou, Tu Youyou, and Mr. Yuan are different. They need to have theoretical justification and practical results. There is not a single requirement that they do not meet.”

"I have no doubt about his academic qualifications, my only concern is his age! He's only in his early thirties this year, right? Is it too early to become an academician at this age? After all, there are still so many senior experts waiting for their turn!" Their only concern is Linlou's age, it's just too eye-catching for someone in their early thirties to be an academician.

In 2003, Lu Ke was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. At that time, he was only 38 years old, making him the youngest academician in the history of our country. Before him, there were no academicians under the age of 40. If Linlou were to be elected now, according to the average lifespan of CAS academicians, he would potentially hold the position for at least 50 years, which is quite terrifying.

"Are we electing academicians or just playing musical chairs? If everything is based on age and seniority, why bother searching for candidates in major research institutions and universities? We might as well go to nursing homes!" This speaker's comments are quite pointed. "Furthermore, the regulations for the supplementary election stipulate that the official list of candidates in each academic division should include no fewer than one-third of candidates aged 60 or below, specifically aimed at preventing the aging of academicians."

"I certainly acknowledge the invaluable contributions made by the older generation of scientists to the scientific research of New China. However, with the rapid development of modern science and technology, new achievements and theories emerge every moment. We are in the stage of catching up with developed countries in Europe and America, and must keep up with the forefront of international scientific research. Therefore, it is actually a good thing for young people like Linlou to join us. If all the academicians were aged seventy and above, it would solve the issue of seniority, but then how would we handle the future development of science and technology in China?"

This is also the truth. The current members of those academic committees are already quite old, their knowledge system is relatively outdated, and their energy is gradually falling behind. Although the vast majority of them are still engaged in scientific research and can produce results, their sensitivity to new technologies and theories is declining. It's hard to say whether they can perform the duties of an academician well.

So the title of senior academician has been established, and academicians who are 80 years old can be granted the title of senior academician based on the actual situation. Senior academicians continue to enjoy the rights and obligations of consultation, evaluation, promoting academic exchange, and popularizing science. They are free to participate in academician meetings, but cannot participate in the selection of academicians or vote for candidates, in order to reduce their influence on the Academy.

"We are all engaged in scientific research. In scientific research, we must first respect the objective facts and rules. Since there is no minimum age limit in the promotion and selection regulations, there should be no opposition on this basis! After arguing for so long, it's time to end it, and there are still many people waiting to discuss the rest."

"I propose that we vote by a show of hands. Those in favor of adding Lin's building to the list, please raise your hands! We only need half of the people to agree for it to be considered passed! When electing academicians, you need to get the support of two-thirds or more of the attending academicians. In the preliminary selection stage, the standard is lower, with half of the reviewers' support being sufficient."

"One, two, three, four..." the host counted the number of people, "Okay, we have more than half of the required number. Let's add Professor Lin from Tsinghua University to the list as a candidate for the academician of the Department of Technical Sciences."

The Academy of Engineering has departments of civil engineering, hydraulic engineering, and architecture, while the Academy of Sciences currently has only five departments: mathematics and physics, chemistry, life sciences and medicine, earth sciences, and technology sciences. The Department of Information Technology Sciences will be added in the future. Scientists in the field of architecture belong to the Department of Technology Sciences, and Member Wu is currently a member of the Department of Technology Sciences.

"Let's settle it this way!" Everyone accepted this resolution, and those who opposed it temporarily gave up. There are still many candidates to discuss, and if the discussion continues to drag on, it's unknown when the review will end.

So, Lin Lou has made it into the list of candidates for this year's election of academicians. Whether he can become the youngest academician in history will depend on the final selection.

Thank you to the reader 140415185302447 for the reward. The new book "Starting from the Village Chief in the Multiverse" will be launched at midnight tonight. If you are interested, you can show your support. The plan for this book is to complete it this month.
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"Ah, even until now, just thinking about last year's events makes me break out in a cold sweat. If it weren't for the five kilograms of oranges and a pack of cigarettes I got from the planning bureau, I reckon I would have been done for in Hainan!" Mr. Pan, the head of the real estate company, was chatting with a few friends in his office.

He went into business in 1990 and used borrowed money to speculate in real estate. In just six months, he made his first million. Then, he set his sights on the lucrative market in Hainan, brought his funds over, and after making a profit for a while, he keenly sensed a crisis and felt uneasy about the overheated real estate industry.

Can this kind of market last long? Should we check the information at the planning bureau? Because he didn't know anyone, he knocked on the door of the planning bureau with 5 kilograms of oranges and a pack of Sanwu cigarettes, and found the information he wanted; precisely because of this information, he escaped a disaster. At that time, Hainan's housing market was not optimistic, with over 20,000 real estate companies in the island of Hainan with a total population of 1.6 million. The housing construction area per capita in Haikou reached over 50 square meters, while at that time, the per capita housing area in Beijing was only 7 square meters. Lao Pan and others made the decision to evacuate decisively and made a profit by leaving the area in haste.

They had just left Hainan when the market there collapsed. Countless people lost everything, but they not only escaped unscathed but also made a big profit. They also saw the benefits of real estate and decided to vigorously develop the real estate business. After conducting a thorough investigation across the country, they returned to Beijing and established a company, preparing to make a big impact.

After market research, they built a new project in Beijing and introduced a Hong Kong agency to handle promotion and sales. Through successful advertising and pricing strategies, they were able to sell the project at three times the market price at the time.

The previous project has been liquidated. The new project has just successfully obtained the land, and a few people have gathered to discuss how to proceed. Lao Pan has already come up with an idea, "Xiangjiang has indeed played well in real estate, but I have also learned a lot from Lao Deng. If you want to sell houses at a high price, you must have a gimmick. This time, we also need to do the same. At the beginning of the project, we need to make a big splash and let the whole of Beijing know about our project!"

"Are you planning to kick old Deng out and work alone? But the agency fees are really a pain in the neck. If we could save that, our profits would increase a lot. Do you have any good ideas?" asked the partner.

"Think about it, who is the hottest figure in the Chinese architectural industry right now? No need to say, it's definitely Lin Lou. He has won major awards overseas and has given special presentations in the United States, and various media outlets have covered him. If we can get him to do the design for our project, we can just invite a few journalists over as soon as the contract is signed, and our project will become popular, right?" Old Pan clapped and said.

"We'll just say in the newspaper that we hired China's first Pulitzer Prize winner to design it for us. It's definitely of top international level! Once it's built, it will be Beijing's most high-end residential project. By then, all the wealthy people in Beijing will be scrambling to come and buy it. Even if it's twice as expensive as the neighboring properties, they'll probably still fight for it!" The thought of making money got Old Pan so excited that his eyes lit up.

This is also a method he often uses in the future. He once invited 12 famous architects such as Zhang Yonghe and Kengo Kuma to design a commune at the foot of the Great Wall. This project was the first in China to be invited to participate in the Venice Biennale and won the "Great Award for Architectural Art Promotion". The exhibition model made of wood and hard cardboard was also collected by the Pompidou Art Center in Paris, France, making it the first permanent collection of artwork from China in the Pompidou Art Center.

After that, Zaha Hadid was invited to design Wangjing SOHO. When viewed from below, the three tower buildings resemble three interlocking peaks, while from above, they look like playful swimming koi fish. The unique curved design of the building presents a dynamic and elegant beauty from every angle. Through smooth lines, the three tower buildings of Wangjing SOHO and the surrounding green belts are cleverly integrated into the surrounding environment. It is the first eye-catching landmark building when entering the city from the Capital Airport, creating the "first impression building of the capital" and leaving a deep impression on people.

"Lin Lou, I heard that his design fee is quite expensive, right? Is it worth spending this money?" a shareholder asked hesitantly. Although they were already very wealthy, they were quite thrifty when it came to costs.

"There are advantages to being expensive. Since we want to borrow the reputation of others, it's only right to spend a little more money. This is also a publicity stunt. When we list the design fee in the newspaper, we can tell those rich people that we are willing to spend so much money on design in order to create the highest-end residential project in Beijing. They will definitely like it!" Old Pan seems to have a good understanding of the minds of wealthy people.

"Besides, what's spent is earned. No matter how much money is spent now, it will double in the future from the hands of those who buy houses. This is what they call 'don't let go of the child, don't catch the wolf; can't bear to let go of the daughter-in-law, can't catch the rogue!'" Mr. Pan said proudly.

If Linlou heard this, he would definitely snicker and say, "You're willing to let go of the wife, but too bad you didn't catch the rogue, and ended up losing the wife as well."

Once the decision was made, Old Pan quickly assigned the task to Zhang Yi, who is in charge of selecting a design company for the company, and asked him to invite Lin Lou to cooperate with the company.

Zhang Yi readily agreed, considering it a rather simple job. Since the company acquired the land, architectural design firms had been coming to him one after another, hoping to entrust the project to them. As a result, they were willing to wait in his office every day, treating him to meals and drinks after work, and even giving him red packets, just to gain an advantage.

As long as he went there himself and delivered the good news, they would come over joyfully to sign the contract? Without much thought, Zhang Yi hopped in the company's car and headed towards the Lin Building's courtyard.

When he arrived at the entrance of the quadrangle, he handed over his business card and said proudly, "I am Zhang Yi, the deputy general manager of XX real estate development company. We would like to invite Mr. Lin to design a project for our company."

"Oh, you're here to discuss architectural design business. First, please sign in. Do you have the company's business license? Land ownership certificate and project planning permit?" The receptionist asked, then handed him a form. "Here's a sample, fill it out accordingly."

"No, I'm from a real estate development company, and I'm here to bring business to you!" Zhang Yi was a bit confused. This was the routine I used to use with those architectural design units. Real estate development companies are usually the bosses of architectural design units. How come it's the other way around when dealing with you? I feel like I'm completely at a disadvantage.

"I know, didn't you just establish your identity earlier?" The receptionist remained calm. This wasn't the first time she had encountered this situation. Almost every representative from the developers had the same surprised reaction, but eventually, they all obediently submitted the documents and filled out the forms.

"Do you still want me to fill out the form? I've only heard of real estate development companies checking the business license and qualifications of architectural design units. I've never heard of design units checking development companies! Nowadays, architectural design has gradually become market-oriented. In order to compete for business, many design units don't care whether your company has all the procedures in place. As long as you pay, it's fine."

"We also need to make sure that the projects taken by the firm are all legal and compliant, right?" The receptionist said with a smile, "You can blame me too, it's all part of the firm's regulations."

"Okay, then I'll fill it out!" Zhang Yi originally wanted to turn and leave, but when he thought of Mr. Pan's instructions to make sure to invite Lin Lou to do the design before leaving, he could only bear his anger and start filling out the form while asking the driver to return and bring copies of the business license, land ownership certificate, and project planning permit.

After filling out the form, he handed it over, "Here, those documents will be ready soon. Can I go in and talk to Lin about the project first?" He had already made up his mind, and he had to go in and make some sarcastic remarks first to let off steam.

"Sorry, Mr. Lin is currently on a business trip in the United States and has not yet returned. According to the firm's regulations, after a development unit submits an intention to collaborate, a dedicated person will conduct an evaluation to determine whether to take on the project, and whether Mr. Lin's participation is necessary. We will complete the initial review within a week and contact you by phone at that time." The receptionist inwardly complained, "You have no idea how many companies want to collaborate with Mr. Lin recently. If he had to meet with each of them, he probably wouldn't have time for anything else."

Actually, Linlou went on a business trip to the United States. He is now in his office drawing, just using it as an excuse. Just like Zhangyi asking his secretary to tell the representatives of those design units that he went on a business trip to Shanghai, simply not wanting to waste time on such meaningless things.

"No, this is a multi-million dollar design project. If you continue with this attitude, I will have to find another company to work with." Zhang Yi was really angry this time. It was enjoyable when he used the same tactics on others, but when it was his turn to experience them, it was intolerable.

The front desk girl's eyes flashed with a hint of disdain when she heard the figures of over a million. The projects that Linlou has undertaken in recent years are either significant public buildings like the Olympic Sports Center and the Haidong Provincial Museum, or profitable commercial projects like the shopping center of Master Huo and the department store of Macy's. A mere million RMB commercial project is really not worth paying attention to.

"Wow, the design fees are over a million, quite frightening; before you came, didn't you inquire about how much Lin helped the Huo family to design the shopping center? I won't scare you with the design fees for the Latvia Capital International Airport and the Moana tourism project!" Someone next to them was filling out forms and heard Zhang Yi's words and laughed outright.

"How much?" Zhang Yi asked instinctively.

"The specific number is not clear, but it should be more than 10 million Hong Kong dollars. This is still a small project in Mr. Lin's hands. He only took it on for the sake of the Ho's young master's reputation! Who are you trying to scare with a project worth a few million now?" After making these sarcastic remarks, he handed over his own documents and said, "Miss Liu, could you help me move forward in the queue? It wasn't easy for me to come here from Shanghai, and I'm just waiting to go back early to report good news."

"I'll try my best to help speed up the process for you, but I can't guarantee if it will work!" With such pleasant words, the receptionist's attitude naturally improved.

Zhang Yi watched the receptionist put the form into the document box and estimated the thickness of the box. He was somewhat taken aback, "Are all the application forms in here for asking Lin to help with design?"

"Well, these are just from this week. We had even more last week and the week before that!" The receptionist maintained a courteous smile, but felt proud inside. "Now you see how popular our engineering works are, right?"

Got it, I was presumptuous. It looks like this architect is really different from the others. Completing this task is not as easy as I thought. So, after the driver delivered the copies, Zhang Yi handed them to the receptionist and hurried back to report and gather information.

As the end of Friday approaches, all the project cooperation intentions for this week have been sent to Lin Building. Please ask Lin to help review them. Lin quickly went through each one and made decisions, "This project is not difficult and has a short timeframe. From an economic perspective, there shouldn't be any issues going forward. If they agree to our pricing and payment terms, let them come over and sign the contract. Then it will be handed over to Guo Yigang's team, as they have done similar projects before."

"Take some time to talk to them, ask if they are willing to come to Beijing. If they are not interested, then never mind!"

"Let's entrust this to Xu Wenbiao to handle. He knows how to negotiate, and he happens to be going on a business trip to Guangzhou next week, so he can take care of it on the way."

Then it was finally Zhang Yi's turn to hand over the application form. Lin Lou chuckled as he looked at the company name and said, "This one we won't accept, tell them not to bother."

"Ling Gong, what's the reason? This project is not that difficult. We could have let Xiao Cao do it. Why didn't you take it?" Li Qingxi was a little puzzled.

"It's not a problem with the project, it's mainly because the boss of this company has a bad personality. I don't want to deal with him!" Lin Lou had heard a lot about Old Pan's troubles in the future.

It's not easy for us to be reborn once, and now that we have our current status and position, it would be a waste of our rebirth if we can't take on projects according to our own wishes.

"Oh, I see, just like that Li Huanggua!" Li Qingxi immediately understood, and didn't think much of it. Lin Gong didn't even bother to take on Li Huanggua's project, let alone a small developer like this.

The screening is over. Lin Lou leaned comfortably on the back of the chair. He doesn't have to take on projects he doesn't want, doesn't have to worry about money, and doesn't have to serve the clients in a servile manner. This is definitely the ideal working environment for an architect.
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After being rejected by Linlou, Laopan was still a little unwilling and wanted to find someone to mediate. However, the people who have a good relationship with Linlou know that he is currently handling too many projects and those with an average relationship with him don't have the face for it. As for finding someone to pressure Linlou, he is currently at the peak of his popularity and no one dares to challenge him. After testing the waters for a while, Laopan had to give up his plan.

Soon after the matter was resolved, a new guest arrived at the quadrangle of Lin Building. He was a senior from the Department of Architecture at Tsinghua University, one of the designers of the memorial hall, and a future academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. He had previously worked with Lin Building on the design of the Asian Games venues. "Junior, you are a busy person now!"

"Teacher Ma, you're a rare visitor!" Linlou hurriedly welcomed him in. This person had entered the school twenty years earlier than him, so it was appropriate to address him as "teacher" based on seniority.

"Hehe, I've never been your teacher, and I even obtained my doctoral degree from Tsinghua University later than you. I feel unworthy of being called 'teacher'!" Academician Ma said with a smile. He graduated from Tsinghua University in 1965 and has been working at the Beijing Institute since then. Shortly after Lin began studying at Tsinghua, he went to study at the Kenzo Tange Urban Architectural Research Institute in Japan. Upon his return to China, he pursued studies in architectural theory and history at the School of Architecture at Tsinghua University, and obtained a doctoral degree in engineering. By that time, Lin had already obtained his doctoral degree.

"And, furthermore, my computer graphics skills were taught by you. According to that reasoning, I should be calling you 'teacher'! " Academician Ma said humorously, making a joke in passing.

This is true. After Academician Ma returned from studying at the Kenzo Tange Urban Planning and Architectural Design Institute, he coincidentally encountered Lin, who was teaching them how to use CAD to draw architectural designs at the Beijing Institute. So, Academician Ma also started learning with them.

"I wouldn't dare, I have many teachers who are of a lower rank than you. It's only right that I call you teacher." The two of them chatted and laughed.

Before long, Academician Ma explained the purpose of this trip, "Here's the thing. You probably know that the department has been wanting to implement the registered architect system. They've done a lot of work on it before, such as sending a working group to the United States and Canada to study the North American registered architect system, and then holding a seminar on the registration system for architects and engineers with the Ministry of Personnel. I also attended that. After comparing the major registered architect systems worldwide, the department decided to establish a similar system in our country based on the highest standards of the North American registered architect system."

"And then registering for the architect examination was also put on the agenda. I remember you attended the meetings a few times before, but later you got busy with the Pritzker Prize and the Global Architects Conference."

"I'm really sorry, I actually wanted to attend the meeting these few times, but there were some time conflicts!" Lin Lou apologized hurriedly.

"Are these matters more important, or can you make time now that both of these things have ended? As you know, although we refer to the American architectural registration system, there are huge differences between China and the United States in terms of architectural design, construction technology, and management. How to design the exam questions to fully reflect our characteristics and have good testing measurement features has become a daunting challenge!" Academician Ma explained the purpose of this trip.

"Since you are familiar with the situation in the United States and are also familiar with the domestic environment, and your foundation is very solid, with rich hands-on experience, it would be great if you are willing to come and help! Of course, we also know that you have many projects on hand, and many of them are international projects. If you really don't have the time, we won't insist that you participate throughout. It's also fine to occasionally come over, give us some advice!" Although Academician Ma is about twenty years older than Linlou, he dare not underestimate Linlou at all, and speaks very politely.

"The implementation of the registered architect system is a significant progress in the standardization of the construction industry in our country. Such an important matter is definitely my responsibility! As for the matters on the project, you don't need to worry, I can still handle it!" Oh dear, the examination for first-grade registered architects, what a nostalgic thing it is. Back then, in order to obtain the qualification of a first-grade architect, I went through a lot of hardships, and now I have the opportunity to set questions for them.

As for Linlou himself, he doesn't need to take this kind of exam. The department has already granted him a first-level registered architect certificate and awarded him the title of master architect. It would be ridiculous for a winner of the Pritzker Prize to still have to take an exam to obtain a registered architect certificate.

"Haha, then we'll go with that. Are you available this Friday? Let's have a meeting and discuss the key points together." Academician Ma originally thought it would take some effort to persuade Mr. Lin, but he didn't expect him to agree so readily.

On Friday, Lin arrived at the meeting place and met other colleagues responsible for this work. All of them were seasoned veterans in the construction industry. They were currently tasked with developing the outline for the registered architect examination, compiling relevant materials for exam questions, and printing study reference materials for the exam.

He is very familiar with these tasks, after all, he has participated in the registered architect examination and has practiced previous exam questions. With his participation, the work progress has accelerated significantly. The compilation of the examination outline was completed quickly, and the preparation of the examination review materials has also been completed. These materials were then distributed to architectural design units across the country, allowing them to review in advance and prepare for the exam.

At the end of the year, the official examination work started. The examination questions were prepared by two expert groups to prevent accidents. This is similar to the backup test paper for the college entrance examination. In case the first test paper is leaked or other unexpected situations occur, the second set of test papers can be immediately used to ensure that the examination is not delayed.

Lin Lou and other staff members brainstormed together, made various comparisons, and finally formed the known conditions including "text description, functional relationship diagram (bubble chart), room and area overview table, and related incomplete engineering drawings." The answering mode includes "overall layout plan, floor plan, cross-section plan, equipment plan, and detailed construction plan" for the examination.

At the same time, based on his own memory, Linlou also adjusted some issues. In the first few architect registration exams, the exam time was too long, 12 hours without rest, bending over to draw and answer questions. Some people didn't even have time to eat their delivered lunch. The long and intensive exam was too hard for the examinees, especially for some female architects who had to take a 12-hour exam even during pregnancy, which is too dangerous.

Secondly, at that time, architectural education was lagging behind, and there was a shortage of architectural talent. The vast majority of architectural design firms had a group of non-architectural professionals who had undergone architectural training to work in architectural design.

These people's overall ability in the aspects of sections, equipment, structure, and construction is not lower than that of architectural personnel. The difference lies only in their ability to propose solutions. After analysis, it was found that mixing these two aspects of content in the examination easily led to a higher passing rate for non-architectural personnel for individual subjects.

Therefore, Linlou proposed to divide this subject into two drawing subjects: architectural scheme design and architectural technology design for examination, achieving subject separation. At the same time, the examination time was changed from a continuous 12-hour exam to a two-day exam, with six hours each day, which can reduce the intensity of single-subject answering for examinees and successfully increase the annual pass rate of architectural professionals.

At the same time, Linlou also pointed out several problems that exist after the implementation of the registered architect system in advance, such as insisting on maintaining the examination standards, ensuring consistency in the difficulty of test questions, and guaranteeing that the annual pass rate will not fluctuate too much.

As per the current policy, one of the primary requirements for a company to obtain architectural design qualifications is that a certain number of registered architects must be employed.

In the future, some may mistakenly believe that the insufficient absolute number of registered architects has led to the inability of the applicant unit to obtain architectural design qualifications, thereby weakening the vitality that the construction market should have. Therefore, pressure is being exerted on the proposition expert group from all aspects, demanding a significant increase in the annual pass rate of the examination.

At the same time, there is also the situation of architect qualification certificate attachment. Registered architects with several years of experience are highly sought after, and many architectural design firms offer high attachment fees to them. Later, a new policy was introduced that required the architect certificate to be linked to social security. Only registered architects who actually work in the unit can use their certificates effectively; this reduced the situations of attachment slightly.

Many of the problems were things they hadn't considered, but after being reminded by Linlou, they immediately realized and swiftly formulated some practical policies. Even though it may not entirely prevent such occurrences, it would make it more difficult to have connections, thus avoiding the rampant abuse of document affiliations.

The test expert not only needs to be an outstanding architect, but also needs to have the ability to transform professional knowledge into exam questions, as well as rich knowledge of exam measurement and good language skills. Lin Lou happens to meet the requirements in several aspects. In terms of setting questions, he has seen many years of real questions from the registered architect exam, and he also sets exam questions for students in the architecture department of Tsinghua University. Naturally, there is no problem in this aspect.

During group discussions, he can quickly identify potential problems in the exam questions and promptly propose solutions. At times when the progress of exam preparation is seriously delayed, he can offer ingenious ideas and sketch out urgent plans. Thanks to his hard work, the progress of the exam preparation team has advanced rapidly under Lin's efforts.

According to the plan, the national registered architect examination is scheduled to be held in the third quarter of 1995, in the provincial capital cities of each province and autonomous region. Naturally, this also includes municipalities directly under the central government. At the same time, in order to ensure the smooth progress of this work and accumulate necessary experience, it has been decided to conduct a pilot examination for registered architects in Shenyang, Liaoning Province from October 10th to 13th, 1994.

In the blink of an eye, it was time for the pilot test. Lin and his team arrived in Shenyang, Liaoning. More than 700 architects signed up for the exam. Upon reaching the test site, they checked into a hotel and cut off contact with the outside world, quietly waiting for the exam day. Only on the day of the exam did they leave the hotel and head to the exam venue.

The local staff welcomed them into the examination room, where the specific tasks would be handled by them. Lin and the others were there simply to observe and gain experience, to see if there were any issues that could be modified for next year's unified exam.

After checking the examination room, Lin Lou walked into the crowd waiting for the exam and intended to listen to their thoughts on the upcoming test. After listening for a while, Lin Lou smiled.

The architects who come to take the exam can be basically divided into two attitudes. Some may not have a solid foundation, so they are very resentful of the registered architect system, often saying, "I've been working for so many years, and I've designed so many buildings without any problems. Why do we need the whole registered architect system now? Isn't this just causing me trouble?"

Linlou, on the other hand, doesn't think so. If you really have the ability, there should be no problem passing the exam. If you fail the exam, it shows that your ability is not up to standard. In that case, it would be irresponsible to let you continue working on the project, which would put people's lives and property at risk.

There are also some who are filled with anticipation, thinking that this exam might be a good opportunity for them. If they can pass the exam and obtain the certificate of first-level registered architect, their abilities will be genuinely certified and endorsed. This will inevitably lead to an elevation of their position in the company in the future.

Many people who have had a hard time at their original unit are considering what to do. If I get my exam results and architectural registration certificate, but my unit still treats me the same way, then I'll leave and find a new job with my certificate. If I have a first-class architect registration certificate, won't design firms welcome me?

Even Lin Lou has seen that some bosses of architectural design firms have come over, handing out business cards and they have realized that with the implementation of the registered architect system, the architectural design industry will inevitably undergo new changes. The firm that can attract more registered architects will be able to gain a competitive advantage in the future competition.

"Hello, I wish you a successful exam. This is my business card. I have opened a private design studio. If you are interested, we can arrange a time to chat after your exam. I can assure you that our salary, bonuses, and commission are all negotiable. As long as you are willing to come, everything will be settled."

Many architects taking the exam were intrigued. Looking around, they saw no familiar faces, so they quickly took the business cards and discreetly slipped them into their pockets.

A boss handing out business cards approached Lin Lou. He frowned, feeling uncertain. He looked too young, right? He appeared to be around thirty years old. Can someone like him pass the exam?

After giving it some thought, he decided that since he was already here, it wouldn't hurt to hand out a few more business cards. So, he handed his card over and asked, "Are you here for the exam? Good luck with your exam!"

"Oh, no, I am the examiner!"
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So young, it's a bit mysterious to participate in the exam. You still say you are the examiner, who will believe it? The boss was about to say something, but then the bell for entering the exam room rang. The examinees hurriedly entered, and the area outside the exam room suddenly emptied out. Lin Lou also followed inside, as he still had a lot of work to do.

Shortly after he entered, someone finally remembered, the boss of another design firm suddenly slapped his thigh, "Oh, I say, how come that guy looked familiar? Isn't he Professor Lin from Tsinghua University!"

"Professor Lin? The one who won the Pritzker Prize? Oh, right, I remember hearing that he is one of the leading people in the architect registration exam committee. So I guess it's normal for him to come and check the exam situation!" His reminder made everyone remember, and they quickly surrounded the boss who had just spoken with Professor Lin and asked, "Mr. Zhang, what did Professor Lin say just now?"

"I didn't recognize him and thought Professor Lin was a candidate coming to take the exam!" This person also regretted that in the past, there was no opportunity to meet Professor Lin, and now finally encountering him, but didn't recognize him, it was really frustrating. If I could establish a relationship with Professor Lin, there would be no need to worry about not being able to recruit people, right?"

"Ah!" The crowd sighed in unison with regret. But it was too late now. Professor Lin had already entered the examination hall. After the exam, he would definitely be involved in the grading and review work. Once that was done, he would have to return to Beijing. They probably wouldn't have another chance to meet Professor Lin.

After two consecutive days of exams, the examinees were all very tired. Academician Ma said to Lin, "It's a good thing you reminded us in advance. If we continued to have twelve-hour exams, I think many people wouldn't be able to bear it. If some examinees who could have passed end up failing because of health reasons, that would be a huge pity!"

"Hehe, strong physical stamina is also a necessary quality for a good architect!" Lin Lou made a little joke. When encountering a tight schedule, it's very common for architects to work twelve consecutive hours drawing plans.

After correcting the exam papers, the results were posted publicly. After that, I chatted with some representatives who passed the exam, listened to their opinions, and combined them with the experiences summarized by the expert group. This pilot test is considered to be over. Generally speaking, although there are still some minor issues, the overall direction is very positive. This pilot test can be considered successful.

The national primary registered architect qualification exam can now begin preparations. This time, Lin is not a member of the exam question committee because many people from his firm are participating in the exam. In order to avoid suspicion, it is definitely not suitable for Lin to continue setting the exam questions!

Mr. Lin has always had very strict requirements for them, and their original foundation is very solid. The years of work experience have also been better than their peers in other architectural design units, so almost everyone who takes the first-level registered architect examination has achieved good results and obtained the qualification of a registered architect.

The exams are over, the results are out, and after obtaining the architect qualifications, many units have encountered headhunting. Some private architectural design firms have begun to impact the traditional state-owned design institutes. Many young architects who were previously frustrated in their units have either been promoted to major projects, or simply left to seek better opportunities for themselves.

The staff of the Linlou Agency naturally had people come over to dig, but most of them were too lazy to deal with those who dug under the guise of renovation. Occasionally, some mischievous ones would pretend to chat with the private design institute owner who came to dig, "I can go over, but you have to offer enough conditions!"

"Don't worry, as long as you're willing to come over, I will immediately set up a project team for you and make you the head. Your salary and bonuses will definitely be higher than what you're getting now!" The boss reassured, still not quite understanding the situation.

"Really? I received a bonus of five thousand last month. Can you guys match that?" he asked with a smile, but as soon as the words "five thousand" were spoken, the other person's expression changed visibly. After all, the average monthly salary in Beijing is just over six hundred, and him mentioning such a large sum was almost ten times the average salary.

However, considering the importance of obtaining the architect qualification certificate and the person's level of technical expertise, the boss gritted his teeth and endured, "Fine, no problem, as long as there are projects, 5,000 yuan bonus is nothing!" He didn't dare to say the whole truth, specially emphasizing that the bonus is only given if there are projects; if there are no projects, then he can only receive the basic salary.

"Cough, Mr. Wang, I just remembered to mention that the 5,000 bonus is not in RMB, but in US dollars!" Seeing that time was running out, he no longer felt like teasing others and simply revealed the answer.

"Dollars! Are you kidding me?" Mr. Wang was almost going crazy. In the past few years, the US dollar has been appreciating, especially last year, it jumped from 5.7 to 8.6 directly. Although it has slightly dropped this year, it still reached 8.35. So, even after rounding off the bonus of five thousand dollars, there will still be forty thousand left, who can afford this?

"Who's kidding? I helped Professor Lin by assisting with an American resort project. The design fees alone amount to a million dollars. What's wrong with giving out a few thousand dollars as a bonus for completing the project well?"

"Okay, I take back what I said just now. My small place can't accommodate such a big shot like you." Mr. Wang walked away dejectedly. Now he finally understood why so many people at Lin Building had passed the registration exam for architects and obtained a first-level architect registration certificate, but the big architectural design firms in Beijing hadn't come to recruit anyone.

Originally, he thought these units were quite familiar with Lin’s building and couldn’t save face. Now it's clear that it's because their employees are treated too well, and they can't poach them! Just now, that person who received such a high bonus must be from the main faction. Not to mention Li Qingxi and Xu Jiaping, these old folks, probably earn more in a year than he does. What's the point of poaching them?

Not long after, the treatment of the Lin Building law firm slowly spread in the capital city, which led to an interesting phenomenon. Not only did fewer people come to poach employees from Lin Building, but there was instead a large group of newly licensed architects coming to inquire about working there. Taking advantage of this, Lin Building also recruited a few talented employees and continued to expand the firm's strength.

At the same time, the final stage of the election of academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences is underway. According to the procedure, the qualification review has been completed, and qualified candidates have been selected and disclosed. After the disclosure, those uncontroversial candidates will proceed to the next round and undergo the evaluation of the first round of assessment meetings.

The first round of evaluation is carried out by the faculty, which means that if a candidate is nominated as a candidate for the academician of the Department of Mathematics and Physics, they will be first evaluated by the Department of Mathematics and Physics to select candidates who will proceed to the next round of evaluation. Similarly, candidates from the Department of Earth Sciences will be evaluated by the academicians of the Department of Earth Sciences, candidates from the Department of Chemistry will be evaluated by the academicians of the Department of Chemistry, and candidates from the Department of Forestry will be evaluated by the academicians of the Department of Technical Sciences.

A system of recusal is implemented during the review process. Academicians who have direct or significant indirect familial relationships with the candidates (such as parents, spouses, children, parents-in-law, siblings, uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, etc.) should recuse themselves from the evaluation.

The way to avoid bias is: when the group and the meeting introduce and discuss the situation of a candidate, any academician who has the above-mentioned relationship with the candidate should temporarily leave the venue. Once the introduction and discussion of the candidate are completed, they can rejoin the meeting to participate in the evaluation of other candidates. They do not need to avoid voting.

In this part, the age issue of Lin Lou has sparked controversy again, but his achievements are undeniable. Being the first international top award winner in New China, and having his articles published in top international journals and translated into multiple languages, left people speechless. Consequently, he smoothly passed.

Then continue to publicize the list of candidates who have entered the second round of the review, and have the competent department review and ensure that they pass into the second round of the review. From the candidates who have entered the second round of the review, the formal list of candidates will be created. In addition to adding the candidates' self-introduction and question-and-answer sessions, the review procedures and methods are basically the same as the first round of the review, with changes in the personnel participating in the review.

The second round of review will be organized by the entire institution, and will be conducted uniformly and centrally. During the review meeting, Lin will introduce himself, focusing on the main achievements and contributions outlined in the nomination letter, truthfully introducing his role in completing important engineering projects, the engineering technical challenges he has solved, and his innovations.

Then the departmental review committee will evaluate all candidates who have entered the second round of review one by one. After careful and comprehensive evaluation by the departmental review committee, an anonymous vote will be conducted. According to a ratio of 120% of the number of additional positions to be selected, a formal list of candidates will be generated in the order of their scores. If there is a report, the relevant investigation verification materials of the reported candidate along with the complaint letter will be submitted to the review committee for reference. When reviewing the reported candidate, the relevant academicians should explain the investigation verification results to the meeting according to the opinions of the standing committee.

Once the round of reviews is passed, the final list of candidates will be announced for the final selection. The election will be conducted through secret ballot, and the candidate who receives more than half of the valid votes will be elected.

There are actually some issues with these processes, such as the avoidance principle. In fact, the proportion of academicians' direct or collateral relatives participating in the selection of academicians is not high. On the contrary, there are more teacher-student relationships, but it seems that teacher-student relationships are not within the scope of avoidance, which will inevitably have a certain impact.

But upon further consideration, it seems that there may be no way around it, because academicians are often the top figures in their respective fields, with numerous disciples. These students who become their disciples must undoubtedly have the necessary foundation and talent. Furthermore, they also benefit from the training at the academicians' level, enabling them to more easily participate in various major projects compared to others. Therefore, it does not seem surprising that these talents, cultivated in this way, will continue to become academicians in the future.

However, this will inevitably lead to the phenomenon of "academic nepotism", such as the case of the University of Science and Technology of China. In the 60 years since its establishment until 2018, on average, every 1000 undergraduate students produced by the university, one has become an academician, which is far ahead of other universities in the country.

While it is true that the high quality of teaching and prominent academic atmosphere at the University of Science and Technology of China are reasons for its reputation, it is hard to believe that this has nothing to do with the large number of senior academicians from USTC. Is this really fair to the academicians who come from other universities?

In the first round of review, apart from the senior academicians who do not participate in the voting, only a few dozen academicians from each academy department have the voting rights. In other words, the opinions of just a few dozen people determine whether a scholar can take the first step towards becoming an academician.

If a candidate academician has a significant conflict with a senior academician in the department, it may not be easy for him to pass the review, which can be considered as a drawback.

At the same time, in the final vote of all the academicians, since everyone can now understand all disciplines of science, even if the academicians have at most only studied in their own field, it may be impossible to make all the academicians understand his academic level and achievements solely relying on self-introduction and on-site answers.

So, the operation of this kind of thing naturally came into being. It sounds good to help academicians in other fields understand the academic achievements of candidates and make remarkable achievements. If it is not well-said, there are many tricks, and many people regretfully miss out on becoming academicians because of their lack of operational ability.

However, these drawbacks become advantages in Lin's case. With a large number of members in the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the support of senior members like Commissioner Wu in the Ministry of Science and Technology, Tsinghua University easily passed the review.

In the final academician voting process, Tsinghua University's operational capability is still strong. With their assistance, Lin Lou secured more than half of the valid votes, becoming an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences at the age of 33. Based on his work, it is also a natural progression for him to be elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in the future, following in the footsteps of Commissioner Wu to become the second individual to hold dual academician positions at the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering. It seems that it is only a matter of time.

"Morning, Academician Lin!"

"Good morning, Academician Lin!" The next day when I went to the office, everyone collectively changed how they addressed him. In the academic field, there really is no title more prestigious than Academician.

"Ah, you're already an academician now! I even regret a bit for starting my business in the US. If I had returned from Stanford right after graduation, maybe I would have had the chance to be on the academician candidate list by now!" Lin Qiao, who has returned to the country, looks somewhat complicated.

"It's not too late now! With your research in computer graphics, you have already reached the academic level of an academician. If you dedicatedly study for a few more years and complete a major project, it will be a natural progression to be elected as an academician," Lin Lou comforted.

"If Mr. Lin Qiao becomes an academician in the future, then your Lin family will have two academicians, which would be extremely impressive!" The crowd said enviously.
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The situation of having multiple academicians in one family is not uncommon in the history of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering. The most famous example is the Qian family, which has produced more than ten academicians in both academies. Apart from Qian Xuesen, there are also CAS academicians Qian Weichang, Qian Zhonghan (the younger brother of Qian Zhongshu), Qian Linzhao, Qian Lingxi, Qian Yitai, and Jiangyin Qian Baogong; CAE academicians Qian Yi (the eldest daughter of Qian Mu) and Qian Minggao; and CAS academician Qian Junrui and others.

Li Siguang was appointed as a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1955 due to his outstanding contributions in the field of geology. His daughter, Li Lin, participated in China's first "reactor" experiment, the first atomic bomb detonation material work test, and the material test of the first nuclear submarine, making contributions to the country's atomic energy industry. His son-in-law, Zou Chenglu, dedicated himself to the country's basic scientific research, and he and his team successfully achieved the "artificial synthesis of bovine insulin" in 8 years, which was the world's first artificially synthesized protein.

In 1980, Zou Chenglu and Li Lin were elected as academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences at the same time, creating a legendary story of three academicians in two generations, which became a popular tale for a while.

In the medical field, there is a famous story about the three Li brothers being academicians. The Li brothers' hometown is Liuyang County, Hunan Province. The eldest brother, Li Ao, is an authority in the field of burn treatment and was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in 1995. The second brother, Li Jieshou, is a renowned expert in general surgery and was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in 1996. The youngest brother, Li Leishi, is a kidney disease specialist, and despite being the youngest, he was the first to become an academician, being elected in 1994. He is also a member of the Presidium of the Chinese Academy of Engineering.

In addition, there are also two generations of academicians, Xie Jiarong and Xie Xuejin. Academician Xie Jiarong is one of the first generation geologists in China and has a wide range of knowledge in the field of geology. He is considered a pioneer in the academic world, with outstanding achievements and is a founding figure and trailblazer in many disciplines.

Scholar Xie Xuejin was deeply influenced by his father and followed in his footsteps to become an academician. He has made significant contributions to the mineral exploration and applied geochemical industry of the motherland.

Professor Lu Zhongwu, former president of Northeastern University and academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, made outstanding contributions to China's metallurgical industry. His sister, Lu Wanzhen, was a pioneer in the field of petroleum analysis in China, while her husband, academician Min Enze, was a leading figure in China's petrochemical industry. Both are academicians as well. In the 1950s, the couple gave up the superior material life in the United States and resolutely returned to China, devoting their whole lives to the development of China's petroleum industry.

In the field of aviation and aerospace in our country, Li Deyi, a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering, has two younger brothers. Li Deyi, a big name in the field of artificial intelligence in China, is a member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. Li Dequn, their cousin, is also a member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. The three brothers have a total of eight academician titles.

The three brothers, Zhuang Fēnggān, Zhuang Fēngchén, and Zhuang Fēngyuán, all from Changzhou, are all academicians, and are all related to aerospace. The eldest, Zhuang Fēnggān, is one of the pioneers of China's aerospace industry and a pioneer in Chinese aerospace dynamics. He was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1980 and as an academician of the International Academy of Astronautics in 1985. The second brother, Zhuang Fēngchén, is a leading figure in the scientific research of liquid rocket engines in China and was elected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 2001. The youngest brother, Zhuang Fēngyuán, is an academician of the International Academy of Astronautics.

Rui'an also has a family of academicians. One is the founder of aquatic biology, Wu Xianwen, and the other is his nephew, atmospheric scientist Wu Rongsheng. At the same time, academician Sun Yisui, an astronomer, is the cousin of academician Wu Rongsheng. Liu Jiankang, the son-in-law of Wu Xianwen, is also an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Just at Tsinghua University, there is also a department with multiple academicians. Liang Sicheng, the founder of the Tsinghua Architecture Department, is an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. His brother, Liang Sili, is one of the founding figures of China's aerospace industry and also an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Many of them have not been elected as academicians. But the story of two sets of brothers from the Li family spanning three academic generations has long been circulating in the academic community. Now, the Lin brothers also have the hope of joining them. When the thought of this comes to mind, everyone is very happy, especially the leaders of Tsinghua University who are eager for their own school to produce a pair of academically accomplished brothers.

After the celebration, Lin continued to work in the building, while Lin Qiao began his own career. He established a company in the special economic zone and also set up a laboratory in Zhongguancun. He was ready to make a big impact, having the technology and the funding, as well as Lin's recommendations and a strong network of contacts. In this era of rapid advancement in the IT industry, he has great potential.

Adding Linlou's insightfulness and Linqiao's personality, he certainly wouldn't touch those deceptive tricks, but would solidly enhance the technical level of China's IT industry, make strategic layouts in advance, and engage in more fundamental and important R&D work, such as chips.

Time flies, and in the blink of an eye, it was 1998. During these three years, Linlou has left behind many classic buildings worldwide. Linqiao also shifted the focus of his career entirely to the domestic market. Currently, although he is not as famous as those flashy guys, he is steadily making progress and working diligently.

On this day, Linlou finished his teaching task at Tsinghua University and returned to the quadrangle, where he met a special guest. Liu Tong came to look for him. "Xiaolin, long time no see."

"Lao Liu, why did you come today?" Liu Tong has already retired, but he hasn't been idle after retirement, still actively contributing.

"I specifically came to find you because Beijing is bidding for the Olympic Games again! Ah, thinking back on what happened in the previous years makes me feel so frustrated. We were so well-prepared and had such high expectations, but in the end, who would have thought that we fell just two votes short of bringing the Olympic Games to Beijing. It's a lifelong regret for me! Even though I'm retired now, I still want to make up for that regret from the past!" As Liu Tong talked about this, he was filled with emotion.

At first, he was also an important member of the Oshen Committee and worked with Linlou on many tasks. However, the final result was disappointing, with Beijing losing to Sydney.

"This time it will definitely work! Whatever I can do, you just let me know. Let's cooperate just like we did when we bid for the Asian Games, and bring the competition to Beijing!" Lin Lou said firmly. This is something he has personally experienced and there will be no surprises. This is also a long-awaited opportunity for him.

"Yes, although I am old and retired, my body is still strong. I still have some experience to share with everyone from back in the day! As for you, there is no need to say much. You will definitely play a role in the work of the Olympic venues this time! I came here this time to ask you to work as a consultant for the Olympic Bid Committee. Just like before, your main task will be to provide advice on sports venues. If you have ideas in other aspects, you can also share them." Liu Tong is full of hope, and the regrets from the past failures have been too many for him.

"No problem! I can start working right away! In fact, I have been preparing for this for years. I have collected information on major sports events around the world and the latest constructed sports venues." Lin brought him to the information room and pulled out materials from the cabinet to show Liu Tong.

The main stadium of the Beijing Olympics is his must-win, and he regards it as the most important work of his career, absolutely not allowing it to fall into the hands of others.

"Great, with these materials, our work will be much smoother! I'm really looking forward to getting better soon, and receiving the good news of Beijing winning the right to host the Olympics, and being able to witness the Olympics held in Beijing with my own eyes! If it really comes true, I can close my eyes even in death!" Liu Tong was very excited looking at these materials.

"Let's go, let's go meet everyone now and chat about our thoughts!" Liu Tong called for Lin Lou to go out, and Lin Lou had someone tidy up the materials and brought them along.

When Lin entered the office of the OCA, he saw many familiar faces, including partners who had worked together to organize the Asian Games and acquaintances from the bid for the 2000 Olympics. Everyone was gathered together again, full of enthusiasm, determined to keep the 2008 Olympics in Beijing.

The procedures for Lin's building have also been quickly taken care of over there, and he was invited to serve as a consultant to the Olympic Committee to offer advice and strategies for bidding for the Olympic Games. They quickly became busy.

As time passed, Beijing officially proposed the idea of bidding for the 2008 Olympic Games. The news ignited widespread excitement across the nation, and Linlou and their colleagues became increasingly busy with their work.

It was unexpected for Lin Lou that, before the bid for the Beijing Olympics had even been announced, the design work for the main stadium had yet to make any progress, while another important task had landed on his plate.

On that day, Member Wu called over Lin Lou and said, "Xiaolou, the overall planning scheme for Beijing has been approved for over five years. During these five years, some achievements have been made, but some problems have also been exposed, especially the ones you mentioned, such as the population growth rate, the increase in the number of cars, and air pollution. These are all things that were not addressed well in the initial version of the plan."

Deputy Wu was referring to the Fifth General Plan of Beijing (1991-2010), which proposed two strategic shifts, emphasizing that the urban area would no longer expand in scale, but instead satellite cities would be built on the periphery of the urban area to alleviate the overcrowding of population and industry in the central city. Recognizing the historical value of ancient architecture, this plan also for the first time proposed the protection and development of historic and cultural cities as an independent chapter, aimed at the overall protection of Beijing's old city, the traditional central axis of the city, and the preservation of the hutong layout.

Many of the contributions in this proposal are from Mr. Lin, but because no one expected the rapid development of the Chinese economy, many of his suggestions were not approved.

At the beginning it was okay, but after several years of rapid development, the speed at which the development goals set by this plan are being achieved has greatly exceeded everyone's expectations. The goals originally projected to be achieved by 2010 are now expected to be completed by 2001. The planned spatial capacity is becoming saturated and it is difficult to accommodate more new urban functions, while new problems continue to emerge.

Rapid population growth, over-concentration of the urban center, increasingly severe traffic congestion, severe environmental pollution, and immense pressure on the preservation of historical and cultural heritage... Just like many other cities such as Paris, London, and New York, Beijing is unavoidably afflicted by the "big city disease" amidst rapid urbanization. Although the symptoms currently appear relatively mild, members like Wu have keenly realized that if urban planning is not revised promptly to address these issues, they will undoubtedly worsen to the point of becoming insurmountable.

"Now, Beijing is planning to bid for the Olympics again. I think it's the perfect opportunity to readjust the overall planning scheme for Beijing, address these issues, and bring a better life to the people of Beijing, allowing Beijing to have a broader space for development!" said Member Wu.

"This is a good thing." Lin Lou knew that they are planning to formulate the sixth edition of the "Beijing City Master Plan (2004-2020)". This edition will position Beijing's future development goals as the national capital, a global city, a cultural city, and for the first time, propose the concept of a "livable city".

Compared to the previous version of the plan, the concept of this version is undoubtedly more advanced, but there are still many problems. This is how urban planning is; it requires continuous adjustments. There is no plan that can last for decades. If there really is such a plan and it works, it's not because the planners are outstanding, but because the city's economic development has stagnated for decades without major changes.

"Is there anything you need me to do, just say the word. We're still the same as before, I'll assist you," Linlou thought that Commissioner Wu still wanted him to be his assistant, so he readily agreed.

However, the response from Commissioner Wu surprised him. He shook his head slowly and smiled at Linlou, saying, "Xiaolou, I am already 76 this year. If you let me continue with such a heavy workload, I definitely won't be able to handle it. So, this time I'm planning to recommend you to take over my position and be in charge of the new Beijing overall urban planning scheme."

Lin Lou was taken aback and before he could speak, Member Wu raised his hand to stop him, "I have carefully studied the urban planning proposals for the special administrative region and Pudong that you have worked on, and I have also made several visits to the sites. The urban development of these two areas is indeed healthier and more in line with the future development needs compared to Beijing."

"This is different. Pudong and the special economic zones are almost completely newly built cities, which is different from historical and ancient cities like Beijing. Many issues that require careful consideration in Beijing do not need to be pondered in the special economic zones and Pudong, making it naturally simpler to execute!" Lin Lou quickly explained that the difficulty of these planning tasks is definitely different.

There are too many issues to consider when making urban planning proposals for Beijing. Even senior academicians like Mr. Wu find it exceptionally challenging, let alone myself.

"Am I not aware of these things? It is an undeniable fact that the development of the special administrative region and Pudong is indeed better than that of Beijing. You are now an academician, qualified and capable of taking on such work. Before you came here, I had already discussed my plan with several leaders and comrades from the planning committee, and they all agreed with my proposal."

"Therefore, don't refuse. I'll entrust this job to you. I will also feel at ease and be able to relax, write a few books, and teach students..." Commissioner Wu was immersed in beautiful expectations.
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Commissioner Wu has already gained approval and persuaded them, so the following work has become much smoother. Although some people may instinctively think it is absurd to entrust the overall urban planning of Beijing to a young person in their thirties, when one considers that this young person is already an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and that the works he has written have become important reference documents for urban planners in various countries around the world, with several successful cases as references, then they can only keep quiet.

There are no problems in terms of expertise. The remaining question is whether he can gain the trust of the leaders. In this regard, Linlou also has no problem. Over the years, he has often given lectures to the senior leaders, and has spoken extensively on architectural design and urban planning. Sometimes, when the leaders are in the mood, they even chat with him about urban planning issues encountered during their inspections, asking Linlou to analyze and explain. Over the years, his professional competence has gained recognition from the leaders.

So after a period of preparation, Lin took over the responsibility from Commissioner Wu and began leading the team to develop the next version of the overall urban planning scheme for Beijing. Commissioner Wu originally wanted to withdraw directly, but Lin repeatedly persuaded him to stay. As a result, Commissioner Wu continued to serve as the team leader, while Lin took on the role of deputy team leader and led the work comprehensively.

The delegate Wu has a lot of support. When it comes to professional issues, even if he has doubts, he does not raise them in the meeting but communicates with Lin afterwards. If someone complains because of their deep qualifications, the delegate Wu will immediately stand up, and the other person will back down when they see the delegate Wu stepping in. Who can rival the experience of this delegate?

First of all, the positioning of Beijing in the future needs to be determined. In history, the urban positioning of Beijing has also undergone multiple changes. The preliminary plan of the overall urban construction of Beijing in 1957 pointed out that Beijing should not only be the political and cultural education center of our country, but also should quickly develop into a modern industrial base and a center of scientific and technological development.

By 1958, Beijing was once again designated to be developed into the national political and cultural center, as well as a rapidly modernized industrial and scientific center. In 1983, the urban nature of Beijing was specified as the "national political and cultural center," with no further mention of being an "economic center" or "modern industrial base."

In the previous version, Beijing's urban positioning was the national political center and cultural center, a world-famous ancient capital, and a modern international city. The new plan clearly defines the future urban nature of Beijing: the new plan determines the development goals of Beijing as the national capital, a world city, a cultural city, and a livable city.

Since the early days of its founding, Beijing has gradually shifted its focus away from industrial development and no longer strives for economic dominance. Instead, it prioritizes political and cultural aspects, and has now introduced the concept of a livable city. Perhaps this is an inevitable consequence of economic development, as the capital city no longer needs to bear so much responsibility.

But achieving the livable environment is not easy. Last lifetime, Linlou has never stopped grumbling about this city when living in Beijing. It is too hard to make a super metropolis with over 20 million people comfortable. Commuting, traffic congestion, environmental pollution... These cannot be completely solved solely by urban planning.

And now with the Olympic Games, this plan cannot be formulated without taking into account the issues relating to the Olympic Games. This has both positive and negative impacts on the formulation of the plan. The downside is that it increases the difficulty of the work, while the upside, similar to the hosting of the Asian Games, is that it provides an opportunity to utilize large-scale sports events to carry out more urban infrastructure construction and improve the quality of life.

Lin always remember that when the Olympics were held in the future, many public intellectuals would start to criticize and say that hosting the Olympics at the expense of the people was a waste of resources. However, the financial statements they presented simply cannot withstand scrutiny.

They often say that the Beijing Olympics cost over 300 billion, but in reality, the total cost of the Olympics and Paralympics, including venue renovations, equipment updates, athlete accommodations, opening and closing ceremonies, personnel salaries, administrative legal costs, and various subsidies, is only 202.06 billion yuan.

The total investment for the construction and expansion of sports venues is 13 billion RMB, and these venues can be used for a long time and will continue to generate income. It is somewhat unfair to consider the entire cost as the cost of hosting a single Olympic Games.

The largest portion of the investment is in the improvement of urban infrastructure, including infrastructure, energy transportation, water resources and environmental improvement construction, and basic infrastructure for people's livelihood, amounting to approximately 280 billion yuan in total. In addition to this, the total investment is just over 300 billion yuan. This part is already included in the Eleventh Five-Year Plan because of the Olympics, which was moved from 2010 to 2008, so it is not possible to save this money by not hosting the Olympics.

The final gains are also enormous. During the Olympic investment period (2001-2008), Beijing's GDP grew at an average rate of 11.8%, with about 1% contributed by the Olympics. Per capita GDP more than doubled. The release of the Olympic economic potential nationwide exceeded 600 billion yuan. At the same time, hosting the Olympics drove the development of industries such as construction, transportation, environmental protection, and information technology in Beijing. The economic effects of the Olympics boosted Beijing's tourism, commercial, and exhibition consumption by approximately 100 billion yuan, creating 2 million job opportunities.

The significant social benefits have enhanced the cohesion of the country and the nation, improved the physical fitness and accomplishment of the people, and accelerated the construction of a harmonious society. It has also increased the international visibility of China and Beijing, and elevated China's economic, cultural, and political status. The Olympic spirit of environmental protection, technological innovation, and humanistic care has deeply resonated with the people, bringing about a conceptual change in their production and daily life.

One thing that Lin Lou is most touched by is that the hosting of the Beijing Olympics made him realize that Chinese people can achieve what foreigners have done, and even do it better, to the extent that future generations will find it difficult to surpass. After watching the Beijing Olympics, his national pride has increased even more when he watched the London and Rio Olympics.

At the same time, the things that happened before and after the Olympics have also disillusioned many people's longing for foreign countries, especially European and American countries. Their actions have revealed their true colors to more people. Many have abandoned their fantasies of foreign countries and love our great motherland even more. All of this cannot be measured by money.

In terms of urban planning, the Olympic Games have also taken Beijing's urban construction up a notch. Although there are still various problems in Beijing in the future, without this Olympic Games and without using it to properly tidy up basic infrastructure construction, Beijing's problems would certainly be more severe in the future.

What problems will Beijing encounter in the future, and how should these problems be solved? Lin, the genius, is very clear about this, so he led the team to organize the framework first, and then slowly solve various detailed issues.

At the same time, they have also made the preparations for the Olympics a priority, especially the planning of various sports venues. According to their plan, the venues prepared for the Olympics will be divided into two categories. One category will be national and city-level important venues hosting major international events, such as the original National Stadium, the Water Cube Swimming Center, the National Indoor Stadium, and so on. This is essential for Beijing as an international metropolis, requiring a large number of venues with good conditions and high technological content to host various major sports competitions and cultural performances.

The second type is smaller, and can meet the needs of medium-sized sports facilities for universities or communities. Like during the Asian Games, some venues can be placed in universities. Nowadays, all universities are expanding enrollment, and it is necessary to build some sports venues in universities, whether for teaching, hosting competitions, or providing facilities for students and teachers to exercise. Even if not hosting the Olympic Games, it is necessary to do so.

The use of small and medium-sized venues within the community can address the residents' fitness activities, hosting small and medium-sized sports competitions, and cultural performances. The primary purpose of promoting sports is not just to compete for a few gold medals, but the greater responsibility is to promote nationwide sports, improve the physical fitness of the people, and these venues will be an effective supplement to achieve this goal.

Apart from the venues, transportation is also very important. It not only affects whether people can smoothly watch the Olympic Games and evacuate, but also whether it can provide convenience for the work and life of Beijing residents in the future. The most direct impact is the commuting problem for office workers. If you have to squeeze into the subway for two hours every day for work, coupled with a 996 schedule, what quality of life is left? This is not something that can be compensated for with a monthly salary of one or two thousand.

Simply building more roads to accommodate more vehicles will not solve this problem. The issue has been emphasized multiple times by Mr. Lin in the past, and the only solution is to vigorously develop public transportation. The most effective, environmentally friendly, and popular form of public transportation is the subway.

Mr. Lin, who has been involved in the planning of the Beijing subway, has participated in many previous discussions. Some of his suggestions have been accepted by the planning committee, while others have not. Now that he has been appointed as the head, he can finally have some freedom to plan more according to his own ideas. Especially, issues such as congestion and difficulties in transfers on popular lines will be addressed vigorously in this planning proposal.

There is also the issue of greening. The 2008 Olympic Games had a theme of "Green Olympics," and even without mentioning that, retaining a large amount of green space in a metropolis like Beijing is greatly beneficial for the environment and improving quality of life. Linlou doesn't want to go through the fuss of smog again.

The protection of the old city is equally important. Beijing is a city with a long history. Since Zhu Di moved the capital, Beijing has served as the capital for nearly six hundred years. During this time, a large number of ancient buildings have been preserved, most of which are concentrated in the old city. In terms of how to enhance the quality of life for residents in the old city while preserving the old buildings, various effective methods have been explored and can now be applied on a large scale.

Dr. Wang happens to be an expert in this field. We can invite him to help. Although he has always been devoted to theoretical research, he will definitely be willing to take on this task. He has conducted in-depth research on how European and American countries preserve ancient buildings and cultural heritage. This expertise will be useful now.

The application of high technology is also crucial. These Lin bridges can help themselves in some ways. With the reminder from Lin Building, he has already started researching the intelligent logistics system, which will definitely be helpful. In addition, Lin Building's research project on building materials is now growing larger. Over the years, they have achieved many results. It would be even better to take advantage of this opportunity to use more advanced design concepts and more advanced building materials to create many buildings that are rich in technological sense.

The preparation work for the overall urban planning of Beijing and the bid for the Olympics is really cumbersome. As a result, Linlou had to temporarily reduce the number of architectural projects personally designed in the coming years. Unless it is a project of particular interest or significant importance, Linlou often delegates it to others and only oversees the work.

Thanks to increasingly advanced computer-aided design technology, a new generation of architects, led by Cao Kai, is growing and capable of shouldering the responsibility. As a result, although Lin Lou has slowly begun to step back, the reputation of Lin Architecture Firm has not been greatly affected. They continue to compete with large architecture firms and master architects around the world, often emerging victorious and securing major contracts.

In the blink of an eye, it was time for the unveiling of the host city for the Olympic Games. On the evening of July 13, 2001, at 22:08, when Mr. Samaranch, President of the International Olympic Committee, announced in Moscow that Beijing would be the host city for the 2008 Olympic Games, Lin Lou, though already aware of the result in advance, was still excited with tears in his eyes.

After securing the Olympics, Lin's work didn't end; in fact, the design and construction of various sports venues will begin soon.

This time, his architectural firm is still eager and ready to take on multiple projects just like they did during the last Asian Games, while Linlou naturally has their eyes set on the national main stadium.

However, the process of Linlou realizing his wish was even simpler than he had imagined. After the Olympic Organizing Committee was established, when discussing the design of the main stadium, a leader immediately stated, "I remember when Japan hosted the Tokyo Olympics, the design was by the famous Japanese architect Kenzo Tange, and for the Seoul Olympics, the main stadium was designed by Kim Swoo-geun! Now it's our turn to host the Olympics in China, so we should also select an architect from our own country. I believe that Academician Lin is fully capable of taking on this responsibility!"

In the past, before the Beijing Olympics, China lacked world-class architectural masters. In order to internationalize the Olympics, the design proposals were collected globally.

And now, Linlou has been famous for many years, leaving behind many classic works around the world and receiving the highest honor in the field of architecture. Everyone can rest assured when handing projects to him.
Chapter 606 The National Stadium is Completed

"We definitely trust Academician Lin's ability, but the Olympic Games is a highly anticipated national event, and many architects are equally passionate about it. If we directly appoint Academician Lin as the designer, everyone will surely accept it, but there may also be some discontent. So, should we go through the proper procedures first?" Some leaders also raised objections.

After some discussion, it was decided to adopt the bidding model. All newly built Olympic venues will be subject to bidding, and design firms with the appropriate qualifications can participate. The design proposal for the National Stadium will be given special consideration.

In response, Lin Lou didn't have much objection, "It's necessary. The architectural design industry is becoming more and more standardized now. We have to follow the bidding process. It's in compliance with the regulations. Besides, I'm confident in winning this project and showcasing the highest level of architectural design and construction in our country to the world!"

He has been preparing for this project for many years. He started preparing even before the Olympics bid was confirmed, drawing countless sketches and presenting one plan after another. In this situation, if he still can't win, it will be a waste of his efforts, but he is confident in this.

Back in the quadrangle, a meeting was called to announce that the bidding for the construction of Olympic venues and supporting facilities is about to begin. "I am determined to win the design for the main stadium, and everyone is welcome to contribute any good ideas. Also, anyone interested in other venues and supporting facilities is encouraged to participate!"

The Organizing Committee quickly announced detailed requirements and solicited proposals: the design of the National Stadium should meet all the special functional requirements, with a building area of 150,000 square meters, and an additional 20,000 square meters for underground service layers and various spaces needed for hosting the Olympics. It is required to accommodate 100,000 spectators, and the interactive plaza and surrounding platforms outside the venue can accommodate 100,000 people to experience the atmosphere of the games. After the games, 20,000 temporary seats can be removed for other purposes and can be reassembled when needed.

And so, the entire firm immediately became busy. Some started brainstorming ideas for the main stadium, some began selecting projects that suited them, while others collaborated with the Olympic Committee on the renovation plans for the old sports venues. Some of the venues for this Olympics will still use the venues from the 1990 Beijing Asian Games, such as the Olympic Sports Center, many of which were designed by Linlou Architectural Firm. Now it's up to them to come up with the architectural design plans, which is much more suitable than other architectural design units.

After a period of preparation, at the deadline, the main stadium project of the Beijing Olympics received many conceptual design proposals. After expert committee review, nine representative proposals were selected for the next round, among which Linlou's design was included.

The media also showcased these proposals to everyone, allowing people across the country to see the masterpieces of these architects and passionately discuss which proposal they believe is the best.

The rigid indicators proposed by the Olympic Organizing Committee are naturally achievable by every architectural design unit, so the comparison lies in the architectural style and some other features, all of which are also well done.

The top design of the first plan resembles two leaves or dynamic muscles, extending to the bottom with two wings, achieving spatial connectivity, becoming the world's unique "roof channel". Through a harmonious top form, the movable top can move to the center line, and the process from the closed position to the open position has a lifting height of 11.1 meters. The design utilizes the height difference between the nearby lake and river to generate power for the operation of opening and closing the roof.

The second design features a 45-degree tilted glass shell surrounding the stadium, with a slightly inclined roof made of transparent inflatable cushions. The scale of this design is unique, with the inflatable cushions placed on top of a lightweight prestressed steel cable structure. The central skylight can fully open within a 130-meter diameter range, and the flower-shaped openable roof is said to be a world-first. The unique design gives the National Stadium a distinct personality, whether closed or open, showcasing the type of event being held in the stadium to the outside world.

The third roof design consists of a series of free and lightweight petal structures, which can open and close freely according to different circumstances to meet various needs. The semi-transparent material allows for both sunshade and natural lighting, and enables the roof to be open at any time for natural ventilation. The roof support is a part of the roof structure that rests on the ground, serving to support the entire structure and distribute dead and live loads to the track structure. The roof structure can be moved in a mechanized or electromagnetic manner, and the charging magnet allows the roof support to float and move on the track without friction.

This plan reminds Linlou of Evergrande's Lotus Stadium. However, it is unknown whether there will be a huge difference between the actual building and the renderings, just like Lotus Stadium.

The roof of the fourth plan is the only rectangular roof in similar projects in the world. It adopts a unique accordion-style mechanical opening and closing method, which is simple and fast, and can ensure that sports events and activities are not affected by the weather throughout the year. It uses recyclable and environmentally friendly materials, in line with the concept of a green Olympics.

The fifth proposal appears exceptionally futuristic, adopting the world's unique "floating roof opening" to embody the spirit of a green and technological Olympics. At the same time, it symbolizes "opening up" and "taking off." The rigid sightseeing corridor, eight constructed framework dragon bones, partition nets, helium airbags, and external skin together form a huge airship. Twenty partition nets made of high-strength polyethylene or Kevlar ropes separate the built-in helium airbags and 200,000 cubic meters of helium provide sufficient lift for the airship.

When designing, careful consideration is given to control, safety, maintenance, etc., to ensure the safety and reliability of actual use. The design of the airship on the roof can not only meet the requirements of opening, moving, and closing the roof of the stadium through sophisticated and reliable control devices, but also be utilized for displaying large-scale advertisements, promotions, and as an aerial sightseeing corridor floating in the sky.

The sliding open roof adopted in the sixth solution is an essential part of the stadium structure. When it is closed, the stadium becomes an indoor arena, like the lid of a container. Whether the roof is closed or open, it is a fundamental component of the building. Apart from certain specific structural requirements, the openable roof structure is basically a network-like framework. After the installation of inflatable cushions, it becomes a waterproof shell.

The seventh plan for the operable roof uses semi-transparent materials, which can filter out 50% of natural light while still allowing sufficient natural light to enter the stadium, meeting the requirements for daytime events and reducing the use of artificial lighting. The two semi-circular glass roofs are added to maximize natural lighting goals. The reasonable scale and simple operation of the operable roof design minimize energy consumption. Additionally, the specially designed roof surface is equipped with solar panels, providing clean energy for the stadium to a large extent.

The eighth scheme of the stadium roof consists of four parts: the high-level roof, the activity roof, the low-level roof on the west and south sides, and the low-level roof on the north side. The activity roof covers the entire sports field and is supported by rail trolleys installed on the 18-meter deep longitudinal triangular truss. When closed, it covers the entire sports field; when opened, the roof will extend beyond the low-level roof on the north side and cantilever outward.

The ninth one is the plan by Lin Lou. When everyone saw this plan, they couldn't help but think of the Temple of Heaven. The design of the sports venue by Lin Lou imitates the shape of the Altar of Heaven, while the use of new building materials gives this sports venue a modern feel. He continues to adhere to his long-standing style, combining local culture with modern technology to create a modern building with exceptionally distinct cultural features.

"Academician Lin truly lives up to his reputation! This design is modern yet distinctly Chinese, perfectly meeting the needs of the Beijing Olympics!" Many leaders couldn't help but applaud when they saw the conceptual rendering of the Lin Building.

"Indeed, the main stadium of the Beijing Olympics adopts the design of the Temple of Heaven, which is the best showcase of our country's long history and culture! Moreover, the entire building looks very high-tech, which reflects the rapid changes our ancient country is undergoing, with profound and beautiful implications!"

There are supporters as well as skeptics. "Academician Lin's design is indeed beautiful, and the symbolism is very positive. However, the Circular Mound Altar at the Temple of Heaven was the place for ancient sacrificial ceremonies, a very solemn and dignified location. Now using the design of the Circular Mound Altar for a sports venue, wouldn't it appear somewhat disrespectful to history?"

"I think this is not a problem at all, but rather a perfect fit with the ancient function of the Temple of Heaven and the Altar of Heaven. As the Zuo Zhuan says: 'The major events of the state lie in warfare and sacrifice.' In modern society, the Olympic Games can be seen as a grand ritual to pray for peace, or as a war without gunshots. This is quite similar to the purpose of the Temple of Heaven and the Altar of Heaven!"

In ancient times, the emperors of feudal dynasties would ascend the Altar of Heaven on Winter Solstice to pray for the peace and prosperity of the nation and favorable weather. Nowadays, we gather with friends from all over the world in stadiums similar to the Altar of Heaven, hoping to use the Olympic Games to eliminate conflicts, enhance understanding, and deepen friendships. This is indeed very appropriate! The leader's words left everyone speechless, not only addressing doubts but also elevating the significance of the Olympic Games once again.

Regardless of architectural function, exterior design, positive connotations, application of new technology, environmental protection, and various other aspects, the design of the Forest Pavilion far surpasses other proposals. As a result, the design of the Forest Pavilion was quickly determined to be the main stadium design for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

Sign the contract, submit the construction drawings, and the construction unit enters the site for construction. Meanwhile, the architectural design schemes for other sports venues have also been successively determined. The architectural design firm Linlou is still the big winner, having secured design contracts for multiple projects. The Water Cube, a historical landmark, is unlikely to reappear, as the National Swimming Center project has been awarded to Cao Kai and will feature a different design.

This made Lin Lou feel very pleased, because with his efforts, the young generation of Chinese architects have made remarkable progress and have achieved noticeable works in various fields of architecture, which could potentially lead to the emergence of a large number of world-class architectural masters in the future, just like what happened in Japan after Kenzo Tange.

Lin Lou has even started to consider that, once the National Aquatics Center is completed, he will use his position as a Pritzker Prize judge to help Cao Kai win the award.

Construction of the National Stadium officially began in 2003. Unlike the Bird's Nest, the construction of the National Stadium proceeded smoothly without any interruptions due to safety or economic issues. As a result, it was completed much earlier than the Bird's Nest.

On August 8, 2007, the National Stadium designed by Lin Lou held a grand completion ceremony. In fact, the project had been completed in advance, and the organizing committee specifically selected a date one year before the Olympics to hold the ceremony.

In the morning, Linlou woke up to find that Bingbing had already prepared breakfast for him. A neatly folded set of Zhongshan suit was placed at the bedside. Linlou looked at the Zhongshan suit with emotion and then put it on.

"Dad, why are you wearing this outfit to such an important event today? The material of this Zhongshan suit is okay, but the style is too old-fashioned, isn't it?" His child frowned upon seeing his father's outfit.

"This is not just an ordinary Zhongshan suit, it holds a special significance. Back in 1990, the main stadium of the Asian Games, which is now the Olympic Sports Center, was designed by your father. This suit was what he wore to the inauguration ceremony. After that day, he told me that he was determined to strive for the design of the main stadium for the first Olympic Games in China, and he wanted to wear this suit to attend the inauguration ceremony. Now, after more than ten years, we can finally take this suit out and wear it!" As Yu Bingbing thought about all this, a proud smile appeared on his face.

"Wow, dad, you're amazing! You really can do whatever you say!" Now, the child stopped complaining about the outdated fashion choices and immediately gave a thumbs-up.

After breakfast, Lin Lou got into Yang Mo's car and headed to the National Stadium. When they arrived, Lin Lou's outfit once again became the center of attention, and many reporters and guests came over to inquire.

Cao Kai was also a witness to the incident. He narrated the historical allusion vividly and won enthusiastic applause from the guests and journalists. Journalists from the court's media quickly came over and inquired, "Professor Lin, do you have time recently? If it's convenient, could you come to the studio and make a program? Talk about this period of history, and share your thoughts when designing this stadium!"

Even the senior leaders felt emotional, "I remember attending the inauguration ceremony, and Academician Lin was indeed wearing this outfit. I didn't realize that Academician Lin had already started preparing for the Olympics at that time."

Soon, the time for the completion ceremony arrived. Lin looked at the brand-new National Stadium in front of him and felt quite emotional. I guess my rebirth wasn't in vain! As an architect, it's definitely worth it!

Tomorrow a supplementary chapter will be added to complete the whole book.
Chapter 607: Extra Story

I don't know since when, celebrities have started to craft their own public image. Some claim to be foodies and frequently post photos of delicious food on Weibo; some claim to be photography enthusiasts and often share their photos. These are not bad, they are more down-to-earth, and fans also feel that their idols are relatable and friendly.

However, gradually, celebrities are no longer satisfied with this grounded image and have begun to pursue a more high-end image. Some claim to be academic geniuses without disclosing their actual exam scores, while others strive to latch onto various professional awards to shape a multi-talented artist image. However, they cannot even handle their original profession of acting well.

On that day, there was a hot search on Weibo about an actor setting up their own hype. A certain actress named Haishuangying posted on Weibo, claiming to have won the American Architectural Master Award, accompanied by on-site products and comments from a certain architectural master on her award-winning work. She quickly climbed the hot search list, and many news media started to repost it.

The fans rushed forward, feeling proud and admiring as their idol won an award. "Sister is so amazing, not only beautiful and talented in acting, but also an excellent architect. I want to ask, we all have 24 hours a day, how can Sister be so amazing? It seems like us ordinary people can only look up to her!"

"Sister's designed house is so beautiful, isn't it? It has reignited my princess dream. I really want to live in such a house! I envy my sister so much!"

There are praises, naturally there are criticisms. Not long after, a newly registered Weibo account posted a long article questioning the award received by this actress, roughly containing these few points: "Firstly, the American Architectural Master Award is just a fake award, winning this award is nothing to be proud of. Secondly, I remember that the approval and planning of villas in Beijing have long been stopped. Her unauthorized expansion must not have obtained planning approval and is definitely an illegal construction, such a house will be demolished. Lastly, were the project drawings reported? Did Ms. Hai sign on the plans? Just checked, she seems to have not obtained the qualification of an architect. According to principles, she is not qualified to leave her name on the drawings, let alone qualify for awards selection. This is academic fraud!"

The new user's Weibo originally didn't attract much attention, but today, a Weibo post from a female celebrity who won an award went viral. Fans of other celebrities who don't like her and onlookers who are just watching for entertainment immediately got excited when they saw the post, and started to retweet it and mention the user "@Hai Shuangying" to ask her to respond. This long post quickly became popular.

The fans of the young lady felt aggrieved when they saw it and immediately went to Weibo to argue and refute, saying, "How can the American Architecture Master Prize be a 'wild chicken' prize? Even Pritzker Prize winners like Tadao Ando have won it before! This shows that this award is prestigious and not something that just any architect can win!"

The other party did not hold back and directly retorted, immediately posting a photo, "Just had the employees of Mr. Anteng's firm take a photo. As you can see, this is Mr. Anteng's honor display case, and there is no American Master Award trophy inside. This shows that Mr. Anteng does not value this award. The award is not to honor Mr. Anteng, but just to ride on his reputation!"

"Are you saying that's the case? I said I have a close relationship with Academician Lin Loulin!" Fans, regardless of whether it's true or false, continue to argue, "Moreover, these drawings were all hand-drawn by Sister Hai. Why should anyone say she's not qualified to be credited, not qualified to participate in award selection, not qualified to win? You're definitely just jealous!"

"Hehe, let me give you some common knowledge. According to the industry standards, in order to become the lead designer of a design team, one must simultaneously meet two conditions: First, they must have the qualifications for practicing architecture, such as being an employee of a design institute with design qualifications or an independent registered architect; Second, all the core design drawings, such as plans, elevations, and sections, must be the result of their primary creative design and responsibility, and they must sign off on them to implement the architect's responsibility system."

"Although in my opinion, Ms. Hai has not undergone formal architectural education and lacks the ability to design architectural projects, there is no evidence for the time being, so let's not say it for now. However, the first point remains unqualified, as she does not work for any qualified design unit or has not passed the architect registration examination to obtain the qualification of a registered architect. She is not qualified to be the first designer, nor is she qualified to participate in award evaluations!"

The fans are now in a panic. Do we really not have the qualifications, Hai Sister? But obviously, we can't give up. The only way is to continue to entangle, "You say it's illegal construction, then it is illegal construction? You say it didn't pass the planning approval, then it didn't pass? Could it be that you are the one who made Beijing's planning proposal?"

"This is something I did. Since the 2004 edition, I have been leading the team to complete the overall urban planning scheme for Beijing!" The response shocked the fans.

Then they saw that in a short period of time, the person had completed real-name authentication. Behind their Weibo nickname, there was a long list of titles: academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, dean of the School of Architecture at Tsinghua University, and the first Chinese recipient of the Pritzker Prize, Professor Lin Lou.

Damn, has this been upgraded to include iron plates? Most fans collectively fell silent, as some of them still had some brains and understood the weight of being an academician of the two academies and the dean of the Tsinghua School of Architecture, not to mention they were also familiar with the name of Lin Lou. Anyone who has watched the 2008 Beijing Olympics knows who designed the National Stadium.

Then a new hot search quickly surged up, "Academicians from two academies personally rebut the claims of Haishuangying," and more people crowded over to watch, causing her fans to scatter in disarray.

And the one who is now discussing matters with the crew in the magic city, she is participating in the filming of a Republican-era drama, and is about to negotiate the rental of several old western-style houses for the shoot. The other party's requirements are very strict. The rental fee is secondary, the key is not to damage the houses during the filming process, and the contract is filled with numerous clauses.

It was hard to almost finalize the matter when the phone of the old western-style house agent rang. After a moment, he came back and announced that the negotiation was over, saying, "I'm sorry, but the owners of these old western-style houses feel that Miss Hai does not respect the profession of architects, so they are unwilling to rent the houses to you."

What's going on? We were just fine earlier, how did it turn out like this? The group members were all confused, Haishuangying was about to curse as usual, but then she thought about the price of the old Shanghai houses and forcibly held back. These stars could confront anything, except for the capital. There are so many old Western-style houses in Shanghai, who owns them is not a simple matter.

At this time, her agent also hurriedly ran over, handing her the phone to see, while chattering, "We didn't offend him before, why is he specifically targeting me? Isn't the academician very busy?"

"What should we do now?" Haishuangying was also flustered. I just wanted to build an online persona, how did it end up with even an academician scolding me? "Should we try to reduce the attention on social media first?"

"I just called and asked, but they are not willing. No amount of money will work! This time we really ran into big trouble!" The agent's heart felt a chill, could it be that things will really go cold this time?

In the office of Weibo headquarters, the staff who just received the phone call shook their head and laughed, saying, "What are you thinking? Even if we do suspend someone, it won't be the boss!"

Lin Qiao has now become the godfather of the domestic IT industry. Apart from working diligently on the fundamentals, he also holds shares in many companies, including Weibo. Both he and Lin Lou are positioned near the top of the shareholder list. A small female star wanting to marry the big boss - isn't this just a dream?

On Weibo, the tide has turned dramatically. What was once skepticism has now shifted to apologies and knowledge-sharing. "I'm sorry for insulting Academician Lin. I just found out that the Double Wood School I attended in primary and middle school was actually donated by the Lin brothers. I sincerely apologize to Academician Lin here!"

"What? Shuangmu School belongs to Academician Lin? I also attended Shuangmu School in elementary school. When the earthquake happened back then, everyone at our school was safe!"

"The Shuangmu School has already established more than 5,000 branches nationwide, all of which have been donated by the Shuangmu Foundation. The funds of the Shuangmu Foundation are provided by Academician Linqiao and Academician Linlou. Over the years, they have helped countless students."

Now there are even more people apologizing, with over five thousand schools, how many students can be trained over the years? And these students are now at the age when they are keen on the internet. Realizing this, they immediately started queuing up under Haishuang English's Weibo.

"The students of Deyang Shuangmu School have reported, despising a certain person who deceives the world and steals fame!"

"The students of Shifang Shuangmu School are reporting in, showing contempt for someone who deceives the world and steals fame!" The long line almost covers all the provinces in the country. As the queue grows, everyone becomes more and more respectful of the Lin brothers.

Even some celebrities and public figures have started to ride the wave of popularity. At this rate, it's only a matter of time before Haishuang and Liangliang become popular. Since that's the case, I might as well go up and take advantage of it for my own benefit.

Those who have attended Shuangmu School or received the Shuangmu Scholarship were suddenly overjoyed and quickly shared photos of themselves when they were studying, taking the opportunity to thank Linlou and gaining favor from many fans.

At this time, Lin Lou published another article, "I've seen many people asking me on Weibo, saying that this is just a small matter, do I need to personally intervene? Perhaps some people think so, but I don't think so; I have always attached great importance to the honor of architects and cherish this title, and Mrs. Hai's actions have damaged the reputation of all architects!"

"She ignorantly and fearlessly simplifies and diminishes architecture into a narrow concept of 'art', and then packages herself with the empty term 'art', ignoring the equally important technical and scientific knowledge threshold in the field of architecture and artistry, lacking an understanding of the ontology of architecture, is a blasphemy to the architectural world."

"A qualified architect needs to master professional knowledge no less than a doctor, and even needs to be more careful than a doctor, because if a doctor makes a mistake, it may cost a patient's life; while if an architect fails to do a good job, the collapse of a building could cost many lives."

"Imagine this, if Ms. Hai posted on Weibo saying that she is an outstanding doctor and has won a major award in the medical field, what would everyone think? Would anyone dare to go to her for medical treatment?"

"She obviously lacks the professional qualities, yet she is in charge of handling architectural awards. Seriously speaking, this is fraudulent behavior. It is unacceptable to include a non-professional Party A as the first designer in the Party B design team, and it is as bad as the academic practice of listing people who have not made real contributions as the first or second authors of an article."

"I am both an architect and a university teacher. Ms. Hai's actions have touched on the two most despised aspects of the architecture and education sectors, which is why I wrote this article."

Now, everyone understands. No wonder even the prestigious academician personally intervened. It turns out Hai Shuangying's actions were indeed inappropriate! Soon, many official accounts also began to respond.

From the information in the photo, Ms. Hai's villa does indeed appear to be an illegal construction. We will immediately arrange for staff to conduct on-site investigations. Once confirmed, it will be demolished, fined, and legal responsibility will be pursued.

Lin Lou replied casually, "From the photos, it looks like other buildings in the same community also have similar issues. Please check them together."

Oh no, now even the exclusive residential area in Haishuangying is in chaos. In these high-end neighborhoods, there are quite a few villas that have been renovated without violating building regulations. Digging two extra levels underground, converting the courtyard into a small building, and expanding the main building are all quite common. Normally, the neighborhood gates are closed, so very few outsiders come in and there are no reports. Naturally, nothing happens. But now, Haishuangying has gotten the attention of the authorities and the urban management department, so they will definitely investigate. Doesn't this mean that they will have to demolish the buildings and pay fines too?

Someone has been scolding us lately. If you want to establish a certain image, can't you think a bit more? Now we are suffering because of you. Even if the illegal construction is removed and the fines are paid, after bearing legal responsibility, she probably won't dare to continue living in the community anymore. Offending the whole neighborhood, how can she live in the future?

However, this is not the end. Official organizations have reacted so quickly, and those brand merchants are naturally no exception. One by one, they have posted public notices announcing the termination of cooperation with the celebrity, and even drama crews, variety shows, and others have swiftly canceled their collaboration with her.

Lin Lou then took the opportunity to launch a series of videos that he was working on, aiming to educate people about the work of architects and to help them understand how remarkable the profession truly is, much more complex than what Haishuangying had originally thought.

If she wants to fabricate any other identities, even if it's something like being a top student or a scientist, Lin Lou wouldn't bother. But if she wants to claim the title of an architect, that would definitely provoke Lin Lou, and he would take immediate action without hesitation. It took me so many years to cultivate so many outstanding architects, changing the public's perception of architects. How can I allow you to cause trouble here?
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